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Defence of the Conftitnnions of Covernment of the Lunited States of

_ Americay againit the Attack of M. Turgot, in his Letter to
Dr. Pricc dated the twenty fecond Dav ot March 1778, By
John Adams, LL. D.und a Member of the Acalemy of Arts
and Sciences at Bofton. new Edidon. 8vo. 3 Volsili 1s
Sterl. Boaxds, Stockdale. 1794,

ERHAPS it would not be an extravagant
-affertion, 1if we were to fay that at leait one half

of the confution, which arifes in the world, is ow-
ing either to an ignorant mifapprehenfion, or to
aperverfe abule of words. Inthe atfairs of polics,
this axiom might be exemplified by a thoufand ex-
amples, but by none more pertinently than by that
which is the main fubject of the prefent work, the
term trepublicc. Many petfons, towhom, notwith-
flanding the early prepotleflions of a claffical educa-
tion, the very name of republican, frem various
accidental caufes, is become odions, will be furpri-
{ed at being told that the Britith flate, in its original
fpirit and true character, isin reality a fiee repub-
lic ; and will wonder {till more that an American
republican, and one of the moft able and altive
members of that Congrefs which, in 1776, firft
declared the American colonies free {fovereign and
independent flates, has written one of the moft able
defences of the Britith Conflitution that hasever
Vor. Il. No. g. S - appeared.



302 Adams’s principal Republics in the World.

appeared.  Yet we are very much miflaken if the
truth of all this«will noe be contefled bv every im-
artial reader, who attentively perufes this Hiffory
of the princip.! RLPZI&Z’CS in the World—the addi-
tional title very properly prefixed to the prefent
edition.

‘The circumflance which gave rife to this publica-
tion was an objection made againft the conftitution
of the States ot America by M. Turgot, in a letter
to Dr. Price ; ¢ that they had, without any par-
ticular motiv>, imitated the cuftoms of I*nglnnd
and inflead of collecting all authority into one cen-
ter, that of the nation, have eflablifhed different
bodies,—bodies of reprefent“m es, a council, and a
governor, becaufe thereis in England, a Houfe of
Commons, a Houfe of Lords, and a King.” In
reply to this obienntlon, Dr. Adams undertakes
to prove, at large, that afreerepublic is the beft of
governments, md the greateft blefling to which
mortals can afpire ; and that the freedom of a re-
public can only be fecured by inftituting three in-
de pendem branches in its legiflature and prelerv-
ing their independence facred, and by keeping the
legifative and executive duthouues pelie&ly de-
tached from each other. In order to maintain his
point, thisable politician fometimes reafons theo-
retically ¢ bu, doubtlefs aware of the difhculty of
cltablithing a pradticable f{yflem of government
merely on abftract principles, he very judicioutly
makes hi is principal appeal 1o facts. He takes a
fuccinét view of motl of the {tates which have fub-
fifled in the world under the name of republics : ex-
amining the various modes of goveinment, both
nominal and real, in each; and detailing fuch
particulars, refpecting the internal and external

condition
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condition of thefe {tates, as may ferve to illuftrate
his general pofition. In the refult, he finds that
each flate has been refpectively tree and happy, or
otherwile, 11 proportion to the attention whuch has
been paid te the diltribution of 1s power nto three
orders, a governor, a {enate, aud tne general body
of the people acting perfonally or by their repre-
entatives.  'The term repuolic, res piblica, prin-
cipaily fignifies in general public affars, and 1s ap-

ficatle to every kund ol govermuaent, but it has
been lately by many writers arbitiariiv confined
to the demociatic form of government, i which
the whole power or fovereigaty ot the people is
centered 1 a fingte atzmbiy, choten by them at
ftated periods.  "L'mis werm Dr. Adams applies with
precition to his own {vilem, by addingto it the epi-
thet five ; and his work 1s a demmontiration, founded
on induc@ion, that the great principle of a free re-
publican zovernment is, that it ihatl be 1o con-
firufted asto preferve an equilibr.um of eilates or
orders, and an independent execution of the
laws.

We muft not attempt to follow our political hif-
torian through hiswelt-arranged details.  Our rea-
ders will derive much plealure, and we thall not
perhaps prefume too far if we ald, 1mtruction
alfo, from the perufal of his account of republics
democratical, arillocratical, monarchical, or regai
and mixed, at prefent exifling in LKurope ; from
his retrofpect, in the firlt volume, of the {evera)
republican forms of government in Greece and
Rome; and from the full deferiptions which he
gives, in his fecond and third volumes, of 'the rife,
progrefs, and operations of the {everal political con-
ftitutions in the Italian republics, through the
middle ages, to the 14th century, The general

eblervations



24 Adams’s principal Republics inthe World.

obfervations deduced from the whole furvey are,
that, though there be no example cf a government
fimply demo\ ratical, theve are many of forms near-
I'v or remorcly rc{emb]mg what is at prefent under-
ftood by colleting all authority into one center ;
from all which 1t appears that caprice, infiabiliry,
turbulence, revolutions, and the alternate prex a-
lence of thofe two.plaguesand {courges of mankind,
tyranny and anarchy, have been the eflecls of
govermments withont the balance ot three cor-
ders.

In the argumentative parts of the work, the au-
thor reviews the fentiments of many cminent wri-
ters ; particularly, among the antients, Plato, Ari-
flotle, Polybius, Dmmhm Halicarna ienﬁs, Ci-
cero, and Tacitus, amonz the mederns, of Machi-
avel, Svdnev, Mmudqvuen Ilarrington, Locke,
Milton, Switr, Hume, Franklin, Price and ANed-
bhan, The w ork of this latter writer, entitled #pe
Lscellcn o of a Free State, or the Right Conflitntion
of a Cominoneocalth publithed in 1650, coniaining
every femblance of argument which um pollibly be
urged in favour, of the democratic¢ fyiten, and be-
ing the work fiom which M. [uwots idea of a
Commrvmmhh was probably borloued 1S exami-
ned ac large by Dr. Adams.  The reply to this tract

which fills about three hundred pages of the third
V()lnme, forms a very mp()rmnt part of the pleien[
werk 5 which we recoinmend to the attentive peru-
{al of thofe who adopt the opinion that nothing but
declamation, or fophillry, can be offcred in de-
ferce of any form of government befides that which
is purely demaocratic.

We mufl not take our leave of this very imper-
tant, and at the prefent time particularly intereft-
ing, publication, without copying twcor three

patlages
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paffages ; inwhich the author’s political fentiments
are fully exprefled, and his forcibie method of fup-
poriing them is well exemplified.  We begin with
felecting a few mifcellaneous remarks on Reprojein-
lLatisz, &c. from the preface :

¢ Reprefentarions, inflead of colle@ions, of the people—a to.
tal {eparation of the executive from the legiflative powery and
of the judicial tfrom bath—and a balance in the legiflature by
three independent equal branches—are perbaps the three only
difcoverics in the conftirution of a {rec government, fince the
inilitution of Lycurpgus,  Even thefe have been fo unfortunate,
that they have never fpread @ the firft Las been given up by all
the nations excenting one, who had once adepted it; and the
other tw oy 1cduced to practice, 1f net invented by the Englita
nation, have neverbeen imitated by any other except their own
defcendants in America.  While it would be rafh to fay, that
nothing furiher can be done to biing a free government, in all
its parts, full nearer to perfe@ion—the repiefentations of the
people are moft obiinufly {fufceptible of improvement. The
end to be aimed at, in the formationot a reprefentative affembiy,
feems to b the fenfe of the people, the public voice : the per-
dection of the portrait confifts in itslikenefs.  Numbers, er pro-
perty, or boths fhould be the role ; and the proportions of elec-
tors and mzmbers an affair of calculation.  The duration fhould
not be fo lonp thatthe deputy thould have time toforget the opi-
nions of his conftituents,  Corruption in eledtions is the great
eaemy of freedom.  Among the proviions to prevent it more
frequent elections, and a more general vrivilege of voting, arc,
not all thar mijht be devifed.  Dividing the diftriéts, diminithing
the diftance of travel, and confining the choice to refidents,
would be great advances t.wards the annihilation of corrup-
ton.’—

¢ There can be no free government without 2 democratical
branch in the conftitution.  Monarchies and ariftociacics are
1 poffefiicn of the voicz and influence of every univerfity and
academv in surope.  Democracy, fimple democracy, never bad
a patron anong men of letters, Demacratical mixtures in goiern-
ment have loft almoft all the advocates they ever had out of kng-
land and America.

¢ Men of letters muft have a great deal of praife, and fome of
the noceluries, convenieucies, and ofnaments of life. Monar-
chies and ariftocracies pay well and applaud liberally,  The peo-
ple have almoft always expected to be ferved gratis, and to be
paid for the honour of ferving them j and their applaufes and

adoration
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adorations are beftowed too often on artifices and tricks, on hv.
3»ou\('v and fuperfiition, on ﬂatter), bribes, and hr&cﬂes. It
1snowander then that democracies and democratical mixtures are
annibilared 211 over Europe, except on a barren rock, a paliry
fen, and inaccefitble mountatn, or animpenetrable foreft.  The
people of England, to their immortal honour, arc hitherto an
caceplioy ; harto tae humiiation of human nature, they thew
very often that they arelike other men.  The people in Ameri.
¢a have now the bett apportunity, and the greateft trott, in their
hands, thar Providence ever commxttc*d to fo {mall 2 number
fince the traniyrefiion of the firil pair : it they betray their rruft, their
guilt will merit even greater punithment thun other nations have
fuffered, and the indignation of heaven. If there isore certain rruth
to be colle€ted frem the hiftory of all acves, it is this; that the
people’s rights and liberries, and the democratical mixture ina
coaftitution, can never be preferved without a {trong executive,
or, in other words, without feparating the exetutve pcwer,
{r m the Jeziflative. It the execunive power, or any confidera-
Yc part of 1ty is left in the hunds eitherof an ariftacratical ora

1emoc ratical affergoly, 1t will corrupt the legiflature, as neccila-
rily as raftco rupts iron, or asarfenic potfons the human body ;
and when the lezillatare 1is corrupted the people are un.

d(mc.
¢ The richy the well-born, and the able, acgrire an influence
amony the pvuple that wiil (oon be too much for fimple lmncﬁy
and plain fenfe in a houfe of reprefentatives,  The moft illuftri-
ous of them mult therelote be iandt\_n fromn the mafs, and pla-
ced by themf:lies in a fepate 5 this is, to a'l honeft and afeful
. intent, an ottracifm, A mcmbcr of afenate of immenfe wearth,
the mott refpected birth, and tranfcendent abilitics, has no infly.
ence in the nation in Cf)mpirifon of what he would have in a
fingle r“'"'e*cnmwe affembly,  When a fenate exifls, the moft
,)ouerful man in the flate may be fately admirted into the heufe of
repiefentatives, becaufe the people haveitin thcir POWET L0 Temove
}.l'n into the ferate as foon as his influence becomes dangerous,
The fenate becomes the great object of ambition ; and the nichett
and the molt fagactous with to merit an advancement to it by
{ervices to e pu‘)lic i1 the houfe.  When ke has obtained the
object of hic wiihes you my il hope for the benefits of s
cv’ruo N8y W ithoat drc"!dlr‘ J ‘11s pAmons forine executive € power
beiny inother hands, he b loft mich of hic influence with the
p;‘opL, and caa govern very tew votes more than his own among

he fenators,’

Ghe idea fugzefled in this laft paragraph is un-
common, oad turnithes an important arﬁwnent
L(_)l
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for the infiitution of a {enatorial body. We pro-
ceed :—

¢ The Uniied States of America have exhibited, perhaps, the
firlt example of goveinments erected on the fimple puinciples of
nature ; and f men are now fufficiently enlightened to difabufe
theinfelies of artifice, impoiture, hypocrify, and fuperftition,
they will confider this event as an xra in their hittory. Although
the detail of the {ormation of the American gove.nments is at
prefent licrle known or regarded either in Europe or America, it
may hercafter become an_object of curiofity, It will never be
pretended that any perfons employed in that fervice had any
mterviews with the godsy, or were inany degree ynder theinfpia
ration of heaven, any more than thofe at work upon fhips or
houfes, or Isbouring in merchandize or argriculture; it will
for ever be acknowledged that thefe governments were contrived
merely by the ufe of reafon and the fenfes,  As Copley painted
Chattam; Weft, Wolf; and Tiumbull, Warren ane Montgo-
mery 3 as Dwight, Barlow, Trumbully and Humphries compofed
thetr verfe, and Belknap and Ramfay hiftory ; as Godirey in.
vented his quadrant, and Rittenhoufe his ylanetanium ; as Boy-
fton prathifed inoculation, and Franklin eleétricity ; as Paine
expoled the miftakes of Raynal, and Jeflerfon thufe of Buffon, {5
unphilofophically borrowed from the Recherches Philofaphiques
fur les "‘Americans, thofe defpicable dreams of De Pauw—neither
the people, nor their convennions, committees, or fub.committees
confidered legiflation inany other light than ordinary arts and
{ciences, only as of more importance. Called without expedt-
ation, and compelled without previous inclination, though uns
doubtedly at the beft period of time both for England and Ame-
ricay toerect{uddenly new fyftems of laws for their tutuie govern-
ment, they adopted the method of a wife archited, in creétin
a new palace for the refidence of hisfovereign, They deterinined
to confule Virruviue, Palladioy and all other writers of reputation
in the art ; to examine the moft celebrated buildings, whether
they remain entire or in ruins 5 compare thefe with the principles
of writers, and inquire how tar boththe theories and models were
founded in mnature, orcreated by fancy; and when this fhould
be done, as far as their circumftances would allow to adopt the
advantagesy and reject the inconveniencies of all.  Unembarrat-
fed by attachments to noble families, hereditary lines ang fuca
ceflions, or any confiderations of royal blood, even the pious
myftery of holy oil had no more influence than that other of holy
water : the people univerfally were too enlightened to be impo-
{ed on by artifice, and their leaders, or more properly follower:,
were men of too much honour to attempt it.  ‘Thirteen govern.

inents
\
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ments thus founded on the natural authority of the people alone,
without a pretence of miracle or myftery, which are deftined to
fpread over the northern part of that whole quarier of the globe,
are a grear point gained in favour of the rights of mankind, The
experiment is madey and has completly fucceeded @ it can no
longer be called in queftion, whether aut! otity in magiltrates,
and obedience of citisens, can be grounded on reafon, moralits,
and the Chriftian religion, withcat the monkery of priefts, or
the knavery of peliticians. As the writer was pertonally acquzin.
ted with moft of the geontlemen in each of the flates, who @ad the
principal fhare in the i1t draughrts, the tollowing letters were
really written to lay before the gentleman to whom they are ad-
drefled, afpecimen of thar kind ot reading and reafening which
produced the American confiitutions.’

With refpect to the Britifh cenflitution, confi-
dered threoretically, Dr. A. as we have alieadv in-
timated, is liberal in his ccmmendations.  Of M.
de Lelme’s work on the fubject, be fays thatitis
tne Delt defence of the political balance of three
powers that even was written.  He adds:

« 1f the people are not equitably reprefented in the houfe of
commens, this is a departure in practice from the theory.---If the
lords return members of the houfe of commons, this is an addition.
~ldifturbance of the balance : whether the crown and the peo-
ple in fuch a cafe will not {ee the neceflity of uniting in a remedy,
are queltions bevond my pretenfions : I only co tend that the
Engiith conftitution is, 1n theory, the molt ftupendous fabric of
PFuman invention, both for the adjutment of the balance, and
the prevention of its vibrations ; and that the Americans ought
t be applauded inftead of cenfured, for imitating it as far as
they have. Not the formation of languages, not the whole are
ot navigation and fhip-building, does more Licnour t.: the human
underftanding than this {y ftem of government. The Americans
have not indeed imitated it in giving 2 negative, upon their
legiflature, to theexecutive power ; in this relp €t their balances
are incomplete, very much, 1 contefs, to my mortification : in
other refpeéts, they have fome of them fallen fhort of perfe&ivn,
by giving the choice of fome militia cfficers, &c. to the penple—
thefe are however {mall matters at prefent.  They have not
made their firlt magiftrates hereditary, nor cheir fenators @ hae
they ditfer from the Englifh conftitution, and with great pro.
p[l‘:t\'; .

¢ The Agrarian in America is divided into the hands of the
common people in cvery ftate, in fuch a manney, that nineteen

twentieths
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twentieths of the property would be in the hands of ti.e commons,
let them appo-nt whom they could for chief magiftrate and fena.
tors : the fovereignty then, in fad, as well as morality, muft
tefidein the whole body of the people; and an hereditary king
and nobility, who fhould not govern according to the public
opinion, would infallibly be tumbled inftantly from theirploces :
it is not only moft prudent then, but abfolutely necefiary, to
avoid continuel violemrce, to give the people a legal, conflitutional,
and peaceable mode of changing thefe rulers, whenever they dife
cover improper principles or difpoiitions in them, In the prefent
ftate ot fociety, and with the prefent manners, this may be deae,
not only withcut inconvenience, but greatly for the happinels
and profperity of the country, In future ages, it the prerent
ftates become great nations, rich, powertul, and luxuricus, as
well as numers asy their own feelings and good fenfe will dictate
to them what todo : they may make tranfitions to a nearer refems-
blance of the Britith conftitution, by a frefh convention, without
the fmalleit interruprion to liberty.  But this will never become
necetlary, until great quantities of property fhall get into few
hand:. .
¢ The truth is, that the people have ever governed in America :
all the weight of the royal governors and councils, even backed
with fleets and armies, have never been able to get the advantape
of them, wholhave always ftood by their houfes of reprefentatives
inevery inftance, and carried all their points; and no governer
ever ftood his ground againit a reprefentative affembly @ aslong as
he governed by theiradvice he was happy ;5 as foonas he dificied
- from them he was wretched, and {oon obliged to retire.’

We fhall conclude thefe extradts with the {ollow=
mg concife and anlmated picture of American fiee-

dom :

¢ Our people are undoubtedly fovereign-~all the landed and
other property 1is in th» hands of the citizens—not only their
reprefertatives, bur their fenators and governors, are annua
al.ly chofen—there are no heredifary titles, honours, offices, or
diftin€tions— he lepiflative, executive and judicial powers are
carcfully f{eparated trom each other—the povers of the one, the
fews, and the many, are nicely balanced in their legiflatures—
trials by jury aie preferved in all their glory, and thers is no
ftanding, ariny -~the babeas corpus is in full force—the prefs is
the mott tree in the' world—and where all thefe circumftances
take place, itis unnecefiary to add, that the Jaws alone ¢an go-
vern.

Vol. 11, Tt With
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With a conftitution fo admirably adapted as that
of Great Bruain is thewn to be for the prefervati-
on of liberty, fuch, m the general outline, with
due allowance for antient inflitutions, ought to be
the prefent piéture of Britifh trcedom. Ifthe fact
be in any refpe otherwife, the defect, not being
in the machme, mufl be in the manner of working
it.  When the abfurd and difgraceful antipathy,
which has arifen i1n this country againt #cfeim,
ihall have fublided, we truft that fuch 1egulations
will be adopted, as will ellectually prove that the
balancing 1yltem of government, io ably defended
in this w ork 13 pnmcali,, as wellhs thememallv,
productive of every bicfiing which can be enjoyed
i a free government.

Art. . An Effiry en Colomizatiory particularly applied to the
Weltern Coaft of Aftica, wich {fome free Thoughts on Cultivas
tion and Commerce ; 2i{o bitel Defcriptions of the Colorie
already formed, or a .capted, in Africa, including thofe of
Siesra Teona and Duiama, B} C. B. Wadtirom. In Two
Parts. Part I. Mudrated with a Nautical Map and other
Plates.  g4to. pp. 200. i2s. Sierls Boardss Nicol, &c.

" is not eafy to cflimatce the pelitical eminence to
which (116’3[ Bruain would probably by this time
bhave arifen, had {he oblerved towards the republic

ol France a cenduct at once neutral and amicable ;

and had been contented wich paymg tothe princi-

ples of liberty the manly homage of recognizing the
teprefentatives of the French peonle shewould now
have been the emporium of all commerce, and at
her pieafure the reediatrefs of peace ; Holland had
been facred territovrv; and, while her rival was
grappling with a coalition of defpots, {he might
fately and :11 leifure have {taked out, along the coaft
of 1\rrua the rudiments of a colomzatlondcar to hu-

manity
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