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{u the IToufe of REPRESENTATIVES,
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On Motion,

(ORDERED, That jobn Rowe, Efq;

Capt. Jofiah Stearns, and W ilham
Vans, ¥4q; be a Committee to wait on
the Rev. Zabdiel Adams, and thank
him in the Name of the Houfe for
the Sermon delivered by him this Day,
and to requeft of him a Copy for
the Prefs.

NATH. GORHAV], Speaker.
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Ele(tion SERMON.
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EccresiastEs, 8th Chap. 4th Verfe,
Where the Word of a King 15, there

is Power ; and who may [ay unte
him what doef? thou® <,

EST it thould be thought,by any of
this aflembly, that the preacher has
=% ftumbled at the threfhold in chuf-
ing a text contrary to the genius of our
prefent conftitution, it may nct be amifs to
obferve, that according to the language of
{cripture, the word king fignifies any kind
of governor, or the ruling power of any
ftate. Accordingly Mofcs is called king in
the 33d chapter of Deutcronomy; the
Judges
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Judges have the fame appeli_tion, Judges -
xvii ; to the four great Monarchies, the
government of fome of which was demo-
cratic, viz. Greece and Rome, the fame
title is given ; and in the new teftament,
the feven kings, mentioned Rev. xvii. 10,
are, by fome of the lateft and beft expofi- -
tors, underftood of feven particular empe-
rors of Rome. So that by king in the text,
without purtting any force upon the words,
may be underftood the ruling power of any
nation, be it called in modern language by
what name foever. Were this not the
eruth of fa&, it would be neceflary for us,
as we have changed our form of govern-
ment, to omit a confidcrable part of the
{cripture as inapplicable to our condition.
But interpreted in the manner above fug-
gefted, thofc paflages are as proper to be
ufed by us, as by any people under heaven.
The truth of the cafe feems to be this.
At the time the text was penned, kingly
rule was the moft prevalent. Thofe who
‘were called by this name, were vefted with
different degrees of power, Szine governed
by ftanding laws ; and others conduéted
the arcat atfairs of ftates and kingdoms ac-
cording to their own arbitrary pleafure.
Amonaft the Jews, the king was only the
~ Afupreme
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fupreme cxecutive magiftrate. - He - had'
little or nothing to do with matters afs
legiflation. Their code of laws was pre-.
vioufly fettled by God himfelf, and given
to Mofes for the rule of their condu&, in
all the fubfequent ftages of their political
exiftence. In the times of the Judges the
adminiftration of their government was in
the hands of God; and hence by the
learncd it is frequently called a theocracy :
But the Jews, tired with having Jehovah
for their fupreme ruler, and perceiving thar
the nations around them had a mortal man
to ftand in this place, defired, as is too
common at the prefent day,- to be in the
fathion, and to have a king like others.
The requeft, as being to their own difad-
vantage, was difplealing to the God of
heaven. But, as he would not rule them
in a manner contrary to their own incli-
nation, he confented to their petition, after
pointing out to them the oppreflive manner
of the king. Their kings for feveral ge-
nerations ruled in righteoufnefs, and-made
the inftitutes of Mofes the meafure of
their adminittration.  Concerning  fuch,
Solomon pronounces as in our text, where
the word of a kg s, there s power.
Whilft they keep within conftitutional
limics
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limits they cannot be refifte¢ with impu-
nity. Dilobedience to fuch, expofes both
to temporal and eternal punifhments. To
temporal ; as the king is vefted with great
"authority, and may do whatever he pleafes
for the prefervation of order and the ad-
vancement of the ‘public happinefs : To
cternal alfo ; as government is of divine
inftitution ; and it is the will of heaven
that we fhould obey not only for wrath,
but. alfo for confcience fake, provided the
ruling power be the mimfier of God for

good.

There is no neceflity of fuppofing the
declaratior: of Solomon true only of kingly
government, properly fo called. Itis, or
ought to be true of all kinds of govern-
ment ; and if there be any concerning
which the aflertion of the wife man may
not, with truth, be made, it is evidently
“defe@ive, and ought immediately to be
amended, or totally changed. Three dif-
fcrent modes of civil rule have been pre-
valent among the nations of the earth, a
monarchy, aryfocracy, and democracy ; and
indecd /ome have a combination or mixture
of all thrce, as England. This has been

cftcemed by enlightcned forcigners to be
the
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the happleft of any other, and infinite en-
comjums have been pafled upon it. Under
fuch a form the people were free for many
centuries. Corruption has at length taken
place, and deprived the commmunity at large
of many of the bleflings which they for-
merly enjoyed.* Hence we learn that
fomething elfe is neceflary towards making
a people free and happy, befides a good
conftitution.

Amidft the different forms, it has often
been enquired, which is the beft ¢ To fuch
aqueftion it may truly be anfwered, thatno
particular one is fuitable for all people ;
nor any one for the fame people always.

B As

* There was formerly a proper balance of power bétween the
three conftituent branches of the Britith conftitution;
and at that time 1t was a noble one. It had the
ftrength and difpatch of Monarchy ; the digoity and
wifdom of Ariftocracy, and the fieedom of Democracy
all combined in ore. But this happy cquipoife of
power was deftroyed, when the Ccmmors granted to
the kirg certain duties and culloms, in heu of per-_
fonal fervice due to the Lord paramount, by the
feudal fyftem, together with the difpofal of all the
Jucrative plages that became meceffary for the colleclion
of thefe cuftoms. This gave the king an undue in-
fluence, and envbled him to carry any point in Parhia-
ment.  He is now vertully, though uot nomicaily,
un abfclute monarch ; efpecially as the people wie
very venal and corrupt.  Innovations in govermmeant
ate dangeigne,
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As the tempers and manners of nations
change, a change in their government be-
comes neceflary. The Jews, at firft, lived
under a free commonwcalth. Advancing
in vice, they chofe a diffcrent one ; and
being indulged, they defcended at laft,
- namely, before their Babylonifh captivity,
to 2 mode of civii rule, fimilar to that of
the eaftern nations, at the prefeat day,
where one man, by birth or conqueft, takes
the fole command, and rules according to
his defpotic will.——The Romans under-
went many changes in thisregard. Formed
~at firlt of a fet of outlaws and infolvent
debtors, they inftituted kingly rale. This
continued for a few generations, dll their
kings, intoxicated with power, broke
over all wholefome reftraints, and com-
mitted perfonally, and by their fons, crimes
intolerable to a free and virtuous people.
Brutus, teaching the evil of a certain ne-
fandous deed, and feconded by his worthy
citizens, banithed the royal family from
Rome. After this, they fes up a govern-

ent of the popular kind, under which
they enjoyed their liberties in great per-
fe&ion, till falling under the burden of
‘their own vices, and defcending to a thou-
fand factions, Fulius Cefar, at the head of

a
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a well-difciplined body of troops, taking
the advantage of this diftracted ftate of the
republic, retired from Gau/, and thunder-
ing with his legions at the gates of Rome,
ftruck terrorinto the inhabitants, and fight-
ing a battle with Pompey, one of a wicked
triumvirate, obtained a complete vidtory
over him, and was, in confcquence, de-
clared by the fenate perpetval Di®ator, a
titke fimilar to that of abfolute Monarch.
Now, it may well be queftioned, whether
this, for that people, under their prefeny
temper, was not the beft government they
could poflibly have. Holland was opce
governed by a monarch whe bid defiance
to all former laws. They groaned under
his jurifdiGtion ; they refufed his edifs;
and, though they fuffered much, they, at
laft, obtained a compleat independency,
and remain to this day frce in confitution,
though fome have pretended toaffirm thac
they are flaves in reality.

From this view of the matter, it is ap-
parent, that the charater of a people is to

“be taken into account, in order to pro-

nounce what mode of civil policy is beft
for them. This may, on the whole, be
affirmed, that no people can be faid to
| €njoy

»
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enjoy freedom, who have not the choice
of their rulers, either mediately or imme-
diately, in their own power. A different
do&rine, I am fenfible, has frequently
been preached. Time-ferving priefls and
fawning [fycopbants have fomctimes flac-
‘tered kings that they enjoyed their places
gure divino; and {cripture has been quoted
in defence of the abfurd tecnet. Thus
St. Paul has been fuppofed to patronize
the doitrine, when he tells us, that the
powers which be are ordained of God.
But as this cannot intend that ruiers are
elevated to their places by the immediate
agency of heaven ; fo neither doesit mean
that Peter, Richard, fobn, Charles, Henry
or George are particularly defignated to
office. From that paffage we learn only,
that government is of divine appointment,
and that rulers have no other qualifications
for their places, but what God, in the
coarfe of his providence, has given them.
King Solomon has been produced as an
advocate for the do&rine of paffive obn-
divnce and non-refiftance, the divine he-
reditary right of rulers. My text has
been quoted in fupport of this opinion
by men, from whofe genius and learning
we mighe have expe@ed more fober and
T ratipnal
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rational fentiments. But, is it poflible
that a book written by divine guidance
fhould teach the doérine of unreferved
obedience! The fecond verfe of my con-
text plainly demonftrates the contrary.
Hear what the wife man fays ; I counfel
thee to keep the king's commandment, and
that in regard of the oath of God. Now,
can we fuppofc it is the pleafure of hea-
ven that we fhould obey the unrighteous
and oppreflive commands of thofe in

~ power, and that, not merely for wrath;

but for confcience fake. What! Does the
command of heaven make i. neceflary
that we fhould take an oath of fealty
and allegiance to all kinds of authority ;
and that, by virtue of it, we are obliged
to obey even thofe magiitrates who com-
mand us to pra&tife idolatry, or any other
evil work ! The cafe is too evident to

nced many words.  All that Solomon,

therefore, meant was, that it is impious
and dangerous to refift the authority of
thofe who rule for God, and confult the
¢ommon good.

My following difcourfe will be to thew
how the fupreme authority of any ftate
thould be appointed and condu&, in order

| - te
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j0 its eoming with power in its feveral
- ¢dits and commands ; and then, fccondly,
fhow what is the proper application of
this power.

1ft. The ruling power of every ftate or
kingdom fhould be cle@ted by the body
of the people. As no man is born aruler,
fo there, is no poflible way for him to get

ularly into office, but by the cle®ion
::(shi: fellow-citizens. Dominion by cox-
queft, by artifice, by Jfantflup, or grace,
is jultly to be reprobatcd. It is our duty
to refiit fuch vfurpers whenever we are
able. Under God, the original fource of
all power, mankind enjoy, or ought te do
fo, the liberty of governing themfelves.
The powers of government are vefted in
the body of the people, and they may
exercife them as they pleafe, cither per-
fonally or by reprefentatives.  Their local
ficuation and numbers make it inconve-

pient to do the former; hence the latter
mode ufually prevails.

Government by deputation does not
eonfilt with that plenitude of liberty in
the people that they might enjoy, could
they give their fuffrages perfonally. How-

cver ?
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ever, when our reprefentatives are repu-:
harly chofen, are amenable to our tribi-
nals, and their elettion is rot of long
duration, then we may be faid te be 4s
frec as the ftate of the world will com-
monly admit. To be defrived of the
power of chufing our rulers, is to be
deprived of felf dominion. If they are
appointed over us, by thofe over whom
we have no controul, we are in a ftate of
flavery. There is no differencd, in this
refpect, between fuch a people, and the
horfes they ride on ; neither are govern-
ed by their own will, in which the
eflence of all freedom confifts. Indeed,
it is generally allowed at the prefent day,
by men of the firft chara&er, that the
shoice of the people is the only fource of
power ; and that republican government
looks beff on paper, but that it is not
fufficiently encrgetic and decifive to an-
fwer -the neceflitics of the ftate. There
has been, it muft be confefled, too much
reafon for the above obfervation. Very
popular governments have fometimes beeh
found too weak to prevent tumults, infur-
re¢tions and faftions. A wife people,
therefore, in the organization and eftab-
lithment of a conftituticn, will take all

poffible care to guard againft fuch a defe.
But
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But how fhall this be done? Shall they
recur to the long fince exploded doétrine
of the divine right of rulers;-and labor
to poffefs the body of the people with an
opinion that damnation will be the incvita-
ble confequence of oppofing tyrants? Shall
they give up the claim of eletion, and
affert that magiftrates are fent immediately
from heaven, and govern independently
of them ! This would be [peaking wickedly
for God. There is no neceflity of recur-
ring to any fuch paltry expedients. To
give energy to governments erected with
our own hands, nothing more is neceflary
‘than a union of all the moft enlightencd
ana virtuous people in fupport of them.
And if our ele®ions are made in wifdom,
if we choofeout able men, who fear God and
bate covetcufnefs, thenamong fucha people,
obedience will be chearful and prompt.
All laws bind by confent.  The majority
‘¢an, and does always govern. 1t is their
confent and concurrence ; their coun-
tenance and fupport that give encrgy and
power ; and in order to obtain this, no-
thing more is neceflary, than to have the
whole government adminiftered for the
public good. This makes it the intereft of
the people in general to obey. Individnals
' | having
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. baving a different intereft may be difpofed
to refift and cvea to call others into their
vortex ; bur their fecble efforts may be eafily
overcome by the contrary exertions of the
more nwmerous, the more virtuous. and
more rational part of tiicir fellow <itizens,

Republican governments are faid not
only to be deftitute of energy, but tc be
flow and umperforming. This defe& may
be removed by allowing fuch prerogatives
to a fingle perfon as are neceflary to the
vigor and difpatch of public meafures.
However, in large aflemblies, where there
is a diverfity of interefts and opinions,
matters of importance will never be {peedi-
ly difcufled. This is an inconvenience
to which we muft fubmit, and it is the
pricc we pay for our liberties. It oughtto
be remembred there is fafety, tho’ therc is
expence in thefe flow and . dious difcufli-
‘ans ; and if we allow it a de/e&, we ccr-
tainly can find no form of gevernment,
but what is chargeable with as great or
greater. :

In all free flates the people have g
sight, aot enly to fay who fhall be their
rulers, but alfo by what texure they fhall
bald their offices, and the feps by which
they fhall arrive at them. '

~—— (&

In
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‘In order to avoid the feuds and fa&ions
that the clc&tion of a chief magiftrate
would occafion in fome large natiors, the
eonftitution provides, that certain familics
fhould rule by hereaitary right. ’Ibough
this eftablithment avoids fome, i* 'S eXpo-
fed perhaps to greater i ccnveniences.
By means hereof, they may oftentimes
have for their firft ruler, tho' not 4 com-
pleat ideot, -yet perhaps one feparatcd

therefrom, cnly by a thin partition. -

Further, when children are born heirs
apparent to fome high and important fta-
tion in governmenr, their education is
commonly fuch, 23 to fill them with idecas
of fuperiority, unfncndlv to the rights of
mankind. To govern well, with juftice,
clemency and mercy, we ought to be
acquainted with human naturc in the
loweft walks-of life.

In ele&ive kmgdoms, the election for
the molt part, is either for life or tor a
confiderabic number of years. The bet-
ter way is to chufe our rulers frequently,
1 he term ought to be known and afcer-
tzined ; at the expiration of which we
m:yomit chem if we pleafe. This 1s true
it they condudt ever fo well ; and there
Is et ceafon for it, it they have been

guilty
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vilty of mal-adminiftration. But tho’
?uqucnt cle®tions may be proper, yet it
muft be highly imprudent, frequeatly to
shange thofe who are qualified for their
truft and difpofed to do the dutics of it.
This obfervation is true of amy officer,
but more efpecially of thofe who are high
incommand. There may be reafons for
eleding the chicf magiftrate annually ; but
if a new perfon is yearly chofen, it will
leflen the influence of authority, weaken
the {inew? of government,crumble the pco-
ple into parties, and eftablifh habits incon-
fitent with that fpirit of fubmiffion which
is highly ncceflary to the good of {fociety.
A monspoly of office fhould never be per-
mitted ; a rotation indeed excludes it ; and
ghanges at proper intervals, excite people
to a laudable application to bufinels and
books, chat they may become quaiified for
pofts ot eminence and ditin&ion. But
on the contrary, if the man who helds
the firlt place in the government, kaows
thit he fhall enjoy it but a fhort fpace,
let his deportment be ever fo unexcep-
tionable, he will hardly be warm in" his
office, g:t but a mifcrable acquaintance
with kis duty, acquire no facility in the
perrorm ince of it, and lofe a graud fimau-
lus to exocl.  Unlels therefore we were

born
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born governors, legiflaters, &e. it muft be
wifc in a people to cle@ their principal
officers for a fucceflion of years, provided
they anfwcrthe end of their elevation,
In this way, we fhali fecure to oor-
felves more of the beneficial influences
of government, than it is poffible for us
in the contrary pratice.

As the choice of the people is the only
rational fource of power, fo it makes obe-
dience the moft rational s&. Slaves fear
the rod, but freemen are kept in the line
of duty by more ingenyous prineiples.
T hat fociety who will not be governed
but by brutal force, is unworthy any de-
gree of freedom, and will not long enjoy
it. If we will ot govern ourfelves, we
muft be rvled by thofe over whom we
have no controul,

The nation of America is remote from
fuch a calamitous event. The whole
furies of our condu@, the unexampled
patience with which we have waded thro’
a {ca of trouble, in order to gsin the pre-
fent feparate andindependent ftation among
the nations of the earth ; the blood we
Lave chearfully fpilt in this unhappy com-
teft, and the prefent detcrmined fpiric of

by
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by far the greater part of the communtty,
will not admit the moft diftant thought
of cver returning to a foreign jurifdi®ion,
thro’ want of alacrity in obedience to
thofe whom we have by our free, unbial-
fed fuffrages conflituted our gulers. Bat
- it is not to cvery kind of injun&ien they
will readi'y fubmit. Secveral things are
neceflary to procure chearful obedicnce to
laws, befidcs their being ena@ted by nien
in our own elc®ion. Particularly, firft,
they fhould be agrecable to the gesius of
the people, and the fpirst of the conflstuti-
on. The conflitution contains the funda-
meotal principles of the fate in which we
live. Itis the civil compall, and points
~out the mannet in which we chufe to be
governed, the privileges of the people,and
the prerogatives of the governing body.
Thefe powers are ceded to others, not for
the fake of aggrandizing any clals of men ;
not for the purpofe of keeping up a vain
diftinQion among thofe who by natureare
equal ; not that fome may riot in plenty,
whillt others are indigent and diftrefled ; but
only that they may ufe them for the pub-
lic good. As the rivers empry their wa-
ters into the fea, that common receptacle,
in order to reccive them again, that their
- fources may not be dried vp,that they gq
. wa
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walh their baoks, fpread over and fertilize
the adjacent plains ; fo the peorle delegate -
@ part of their inksrent power to thofe
wnom they conftitute their rulers, that it
may be ufed indefenceof their properties,
their remaining liberties and their lives.—
For this purpofe fome arc cloathed with
thofe extenfive powers, which by the con-
Sitationrefide in the firlt magxﬂmc of the
Commonwealth.—He is the * mirror of
the people’s majefty, and the right hand
of their power.” If he were more limit-
ed in his prerogatives, he wouid beincapa-
citated to anf{wer the exigencies of the ftate,

. and be only an empty pageant, an image |

of tinfel, or of gold, unworthy the confi-
dence of the people.—~The fame may be
faid of the emoluments of his office.—
poverty and power are incompatible. 1he
‘poor man’s authority &s well as wifdom is
.defpifed. Wealth gives influence. A
fplendid exterior does much towards com-
.manding refpe&®. Such is the nature of
mankind, that with huge relucance they
obey thofe, on whom fortune docs not
{mile,—Bcfides, his ftipend is granted,
partly, in order to fupport the dignity of
" the Commonwealth. He is the reprefen-
tative of the pecple’s wealth as well as
power. To him foreizners ef diftin&ion
- refort
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gefort, by him they are a~commiodated ina
minner fuited to their condition, ud =
him they view the ability of the fate, 2
in him all thair fcattered rays of -:pulcoce
.arc reduced to one common foea. point.
Further, it ought to be obferved, that he
who bears the burden, fhould seap the
benefit. Rulers of exalted Ration huves
painful fervice. A great weizbe lays unna
them ; they bear the cumrance of ali ﬂu -
people. It is ihercfore cereainly reafonas
ble, that they ¢ho exhauft their it"ngtb,_
and fpend their wiketul hours in the zrvice
of thc public. thou!ld reap in fome mea-
fure, the fiuit of tncir toil and vigilance:
At the fame time no worthy magiftrate
w uld chufe to become opulent from the
profits of his office, efpecially at a time of
general diftrefs. Good Nebemiah was fo
far from this, that when his countrymes
were poor and affl.&:d, be would not 1o
much as cet the bread of the governot —
In conquered countries where governors
have been fent. they have frequently rohe
bed the people of their dear earned wealth,
and returned to theland which gave thera
birth, after a few ycarsabfence, with their
coffers filled with the iffues of opprcflion.
Witnels fome of the pro confuls of Rome.
But with us, where our governors are ag
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our own cle®ion, who are natives of the
eountry, there. is no fear of this. The
probability rather is, that they will fpend
thei: own inheritance.in order to keep up
the dignity of the government,

, | '

The legiflusive body is fuperior in pow-
er to the executive. They hold the reins
of governmentin their hands ; but 45 in
this, and all free countries, they conflitute
anumerous affembly,it is not to be expe®-
ed.that at the public expence,eachindividu-
al fhould be fupported in afluence. They
cught however, certainly 10 be {upporied.
Many of their H:gbh Mightineffes, the
‘wembers of the States Generat, make no
great perfonal appearance ; the {plendor of
- majefty refidesin the Stadtholder. Buttho’
the individuals who compofe this body,
may not all of them be perfonally very
refpe@able, yet as a part of one great
whole, they are, when alling conftituti-
onally. an afl.mbly with whom rcfides
a pewar, which no feparatc parties may
refit.  But if this aflembiy ftretch their
prerogatives beyond conftitutional bounds,
they-may lawfully be oppofed. Power is
extremely apt to dilate, or ipread itfelf
abroad. Hence there is need of vigilan-
cy on'the fide of the psople. They whe

guaid
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Enrd the golden alter of libetty, fhould
boﬂ'dﬁzd of cagle-eyes. This facred de-

pofitum cannot be watched with 100 greas
mnom But then there is @ widé dif-

_feresce between seafonable care amd ca-

Py Oy

xiss jraloufy.  Allowances are ever to
“%e made for the involuntary” failings of
 riders; but weme for. thesr dcﬁgn«d»Mu.
Thert ave; and ever will be, in qtli free
 fiates; o number of refltlefs f - .who
* wunder the fpecious clork of hhcﬂy, are
- perpetually reifing & clamour sgainft:thole

~ nauthority. - We aged no fuch prempters.

A grofs infra@ion of the conftitution,and
opprefive meafares, will be: inumediately.
- perceived by an intclligent people. Public
Jocendiaries are banefull To be called
“into combinations, under the notion of
fupporting liberty, is always a dangerous
meafure, and ought never to be crmphed
with, except in fome extreme cafes,
government withic a poveramdnt is a
monfter in politicks. It is artended with
the moft unhappy confequences.. Thebeft
organized conflitution in the world; may
be fubverted by the frequent meetings of
fuch demagogues. OFf combinations there
¢an be no need, where our rulers are fo im-
mediately undcg our controul, where they
are cleited once a year, and where cvery
| -~ D corporate
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corporate body may mect as often as they
pleafe, tb give infirudtions to thofe. whom
they havedeputed from their number. But
.!”m fuch proceedings as | have now menti-
onca are juftly to be difpifed; yet a ready
. obedience’s not to be expe&ted to xcfolvcs
and edils that generally appear to fenfible
peopleto beanwife and burtful. It concerns
rulers therefore to keep within the boun-
.daries eftablithed by common confent.
A departure therefrom will bring their
meafures-into contempt.  In this cale they
‘may “ refolve and refolve and' dye the
fame.” What fignified the mandatory
letters of Philip the fecond, to the people
of the Uaited States, when the defign of
them was to deprive that people of the
unalienable rights of men and chriftians ?
Fqua!ly unavailing were the laws of the
Biitith parliament, at the beginning of thefe
times, when their manitett purpole was
to defpoil us of our chartered rights, and
bring us into a itatec of bondage. Such
alls arc as little regarded as the bulls and
h ur'&xs of the Vaticanjat this enlighten-

[+ pﬁ'zod of c:mﬂxanuy

Furiher, in order to have the word, or
Jaws af rulers come with power, it is ne-

- ceflary to Laske frequent appeals to their
conititucenis,
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conftituents, and ‘inform them of the ne-
ceflity of their meafures. This among
“an intelligent people has a weighty tenden-
cy to procutc refpe, and a ready obedi-
ence. Indecd this cannot always. be done
with fafety. There is a maxim® often
mentioned of late, that there fhould be no
mvitcries in gavernment.  If this be. va-
derftood of the theoretick pnnc:ple*s, it is
guﬁ -but it of tb/c adminiftation thereof,
it is not always crue.  The nececflities of
the ftate fometimes require great fecrecy.
The moft important expedition or negocia-
tion wight otherwiic fail.  But where fe-
crecy is- oot cfleatial, -there the autkority
ougntto make known the acceflity of their
mealures. As'rulers fhould be Jte/z' fo
~they thould remember that they rufe ¢uer
men, who are intelligent beings, and who
sr- common'y ggverned by realon. To
ft before them, therefore, * the necefiity
of their procecdings efpecially when' they
are ‘aurdcnfomc, as is always the café in

vime of war, is the circ&teft way (o have a
cheeriul complianee.  If taxes arc heavy,
and people know not 1o what ulss they
arc applied ; if they are left o vain conjz.-
tuirs, ant fioally conciude that they are
fwillowed up in a manner not beneficial
0 tas pubitc, nu wonder there isa relucance
Cin




in paying them. Frequent fttlements with
thofe who are intrufted with public monies,
end a;proper account of the expenditure
ot thiém, laid before the commur.ity, will
filence all murmerings among a pecple,
where resfon is more prevalent than paffi-
on, and ‘where every noble ptmcsplc is not
undcr the controul of avarice.

Again, if rulers would fpeak with power,
they muft fpeak in the languagc of juftice.
All their lows, refolves and faxes muft be
agreeable to the crernal rules of right
1o do impartial juttice toall; to prefide
with an even hand, and carry the balance
in equilibrio, i$ ccrtamly their indifpenfible
duty, There is oftentimes a jealoufy be-
tween the different partsof anation or com-
monwealth ;'a firuggleand competition be-
~ tween the lardcd and mercantileinterefl. It
is the bulinefs of rulers tolay allfuch jealou-
ficsafl:ep,and by theirpublic determinations
demonftrate that they are not fo friends to
the ore orthe other party,but that they are
greater friends to truth and equity. The
fameruleis to be obferved in the proportion
of taxes, that arc laid upon the diffcrent
ftates in the continental confederacy. ' This
fhould nat only be invariably maintaincd,
but realonable cvidence of it communicated

(o
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to the conflituents, Nothing gives life
and fpirit to any corporate body ; nothing
indyces them to fubmit to burdens vmh
greater alacrity than to find they aténes
scflaiy and levied in cqual proportions.

‘Farther, thofe mcafurcs-tlnt are evident-
iy caleulated to promote the welfare and
proﬁ)enty of the republick, are ever atten-
ded with encrgy and power. Govern-
meat was infticuted for thc bappmcﬁ of
the communityat large.  Rulers are mini-
fters to the people ; they fhould be msini-
Sers of God for good, and where they are
F cbidently fo, there is but litile’ danger of
their commands being refifted. If the

people oppofe fuch power, thus benevo-
'my cxcrcsfcd, it fsan evidence they have
fallen into 3 moft diftempered fate, and
are mgb unto curfing.

Again, in this view mnch depends on
the condu& of the executive power. In
the adminiftration of juftice and execution
of the laws,much firmnels,impartiality and
mercy are requifite. The fupremeruler of
heaven and earth has required this.. He
will not allow one rule of adminiftration
for the poor men, and another for the
vich. He fays to the Judges, tate beed

| what
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evhat you do ; for you judge nét for man bug .

Jor the Lord who 1s with yeu 16 the jucg-
meni : Wherefore let the fear of the l.ord
be upon you ; for there is no imiquity with
the Lord, nor refpelt of perfons, nor takspg
of gifts. 2 Chro. 19. 6. 7. As on the
one hand, they (hould not take brjbes and
favoar the rich ; fo on the other, an idle
corapaffion fhould not fead them' to be-
facnd the poor, and indulge them in mea-
fures iniquitous, to the exclufion of a wor-
thy part of the community from their juft
demands. The obitruding the courle of
commutative juftice even in a fmall degree,
tho’ it may be done under the notion of
saercy, is, however, a very pernicious
precedent, and in the iflue will be fouand
to be extremely detrimental. ~ It difcoura-
ges the moft indultcious part of the com-
munity, and puts itout of their.powcr to
fupport the burdens of governmenr, on
whofe fhoulders they principally fall.  If
any thing further can be done to prevent
litigation, and the exhoroitant expences of
Sfuts inftituted tor the recovery of proper-
ty, it certainly demands che attention of
thofc in power.

The Judges of the fupreme judicial court
have deferved- well of the puvlic in ticle
eitlraled
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diftra&ted times. With an cven hand. with
8 vcflolute courage, and with a proper
mixtare of compaffion have they diftribu-
ted jultice in their circuitons courfe ; and
much to them are we indebied for that
peace and order which have been confpicu-
ous ata time when the-finews of govern-
“ment have been much relaxed.

Laﬂh, if thofc in authority would hare
tbcn' word come with powcr, they mutft
‘themfelves be an example to others. 7o
day beguy burdens grievous to be borne, which
shey will not Jo mach as tou: -h with one of
their fingers, is what a rational people will
not fuffcr in thofe that prefide over them.
Hence we fee the reafon why the mea-
fures of Britain with rcgard to this country
were {o very dissrufting.  Living at eafe,
snd rioting in luxury, they warted affift-
ance to fupport them in this couife. In
this ftate they calt a wifhful look upon
America: From us they propofed to draw
a8 revenue {uiiiciont to upiioid their prodi-
gality, and enadle them to live in {plendor
~and pleafure. EHer Parllaments according-
ly aflumed 2 right of axation, and of ma-
kinglaws o bind us in ail cales whatcver,
F:cling none of the burdzn, and undee
a¢ iuflacace of the moil rapacicus defires,

they
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they would foon have brought us inte .the
moft unhappy fituation, and impofcd bur-
dens upen us,which ncither our fatbers nor
we were able 1o bear. But mow that cur
rulers feel themfelves a proportionable part
of the burden, what rational body of m.en
can with propriety complain? Are taxes at
any time heavy, and- do we under the bur-
den begin to entcrtain hard thoughts ?
Itis enough to reprefs the sifing. emotion,
whén we remember, - that the fame pere
fons who lay them, bear an equal propor-
~ tion of ‘the wholc, and are taxed according
to their cftates. As {elf-intereft -has fo
predominant & fway amongall orders ot
men, it cannot be thought, without doing
violence to nature, that fuoh taxes are laid
with ill defign.”  Impofis and duties of the
fame denomination with thofe formefly
Jaid upon us by Britai‘n, which were then
objcéted againft, may be reafonsble now,
as the objedtion was not againft the duties
themfelves, but the appropriation of the
monies thence arifing, and the autbority by
which they were impofed.

As it is'the bufinefs of thofe in power
to {ee juftice done between man and man,
and to keep the law open for that purpofe,
fo exampie Joudly calls upon them, s a

publis
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public body, to do jultice both to indii-
duals and to other ftates. In fhort, I
mean, it is of high im»ortance that pudlic

credit be maintained ; as a failure of it is
attended with a thoutand difficultics.

The matter of cxampleis to be extend-
ed ftil! further. Rulers fhould not only
be exemplary in matters that relate to the
duties of their particular ftation; but in
all the virtues of life,they fhould ga before
us in a fhining example, if they wonld
have their mealures properly refpe®ed.
Thofe who live at the upper enid of the
world are greatly obferved. Their man-
ners are contagious. They do as much
to fupport order by their behaviour as by
their laws,nay more. Asevery government
makes laws to punith offenders, proper-
tioned to the nature and degree of their
crimes, fo they cught to adopt a code
of regulations which tend to prevent the
commiflion of evil. This is the molt
‘eflential and bencvolent part of govern-
ment. Now, laws of this kind can never
be better enforced than by the examples
of men in authority.  Thc examyples of
men in p.aces of emincace and diftinéion,
have fuch an influcnce on their conflitu-
ents, that the nuatter may be aptly illaftra-

L. ted
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‘ted by Ezckiel's vifion of the living crea-
tures and the whecls ; when the living
sreatures went. the whiels went by them ;
and when the living creatures were fift
up from the carth. the wheels were lift
up. When thefe went, thefe went ; and
when these flood, thofe focd ; for the [pirit
§f the living crestures was in the wheels.

Thus [ have mentioned fome of the
principal things that have a tendency to
give weight and influence to the public
mealures of authority. After all, it IsTIOC
to befuppoled, that every cne will be con-
tented. A few dark defigning knaves, a
bufy plotting crew loveto make diftra&ted
times. But this is certain, where a govern-
wyent is conftituted and acminiftsed in the
fhanner above mentioned, the body of
the people ; a goodiy majority will'always
be in favourof it.  For what thould make
them oppofe it ? Do they think it unne-
cflary 2 Let them try 5 let them live
without government if they can? A few
enthuflafts in former, and at the prefent
times, thought it a ulelefs and burdenfome
irftitation. Byt they are grofsly miRa-
ken. Indeed, were all men righteous
tkere would be no need of human laws,
Ube laty was uot wide Jor the rigiteins

Moy
7uu'o‘!
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man. But s there are multitudes who

Jeer not Ged, and are not much influen-

ced by future confiderations ; heice the
reftraints of human laws are neceflary to

keep the world in order. Without uhefc,

murder; adultery, rapine. and every evsl
work, would rrequemiy happen. 1n vain
would it be for individuals to have diflin&
interclts, were they' not preferved in  the
evjoyment of them, by the cembined
power of the whole. - I'readtul muft be

.the ftate of the world, when "every man

docs.what is right in his own eyes; when

there is no king in Ifracl and when cvery
perfon gives an unbouunded licence to a
fpirit of avarice, revenge wnd luf. What
fcenes of miliry would hence erfix

Altho' a ftaic of pature may have lome

attendant advantages ; vet the inconveni-
ences of it are a thoufand times preater—
Itis a ftate of war. The pafli ns of
mank.nd being left to an uncontronled
range, wou!d mulriply pumercus Ipc&a-

" clesof diftrefs.  Implacable revenge.undcr

the impulfe of keen refentment, would hunt
the real or fuppofed offcnder, and in order

to meet him, ftretch the length of a fpa-

cious continent, traverfc prominent moun-

tains, wade through erernal fnows, pene-

trate almof} inacceflible woods, and when
it
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it overtakes him,inflict a punifhment great-
ly fuperior to the nature of his crime.
But why do I multiply words in Ao plain
a cafe. Without government focictics
cannot live in any fecurity.

Again, as ¢his is neceflary to the public
order-and happinels, fo it is an appointment
of heaven, the ordination ot God, who is
a God of order and not of con/zg/x'on. By
bim kings reygn and princes decree jufiice.
Tbhe powers that be are ordained of 23d ;
therefore let every foul be fubselt to the
bigher powers. W hofo refifieth the pow-
er, refifleth the ordinance of God, and thev
that refiff fball recerve to themfelves dam-
zation : For rulers are nst a terror to goed
works, but to the evil. Wit thou then
s0t be afraid of the pawer? dothat which
15 good. and theu falt bave praife.of the
Jame ; for be 1s the mmfler of God to thee

Jor good ; but if thou do that which s
cvil ke afraid ; for he becreth not the
Sword 11 vain; for be 1s the mimfler of
God, a revenger to execute wrath upon
b that doth evil ; wherefore ye mufk
needs be fubjelt, not only for wrath, but
alfo for confcience fake. For this caute pay
e tribute alfo 5 for they are Cod's mini-
/?er.r attencny contmual/) cn this very

thing




( 37 )

thing.—Thele are the words of St. Paul.
And in perfe® harmony therewith, fays
St. Peter ; fubmt yourfelves to every ord:-
nance of man for the Lord's fake, whether
8t be to the king as fupreme, .or unto gover-
nors as unte them that are fent & bim,
Jor the puni/bment of evil ders, and jfor
the prafe of them that de well. From
thefc paflages it appears, not only that
government is an ordinance of heaven, but
alfo that obedience to it is a duty enjoin-
cd under the bigheft penalty. Upon the
whole, therefore I may be allowed to
conclude that thofe rulers who are intro-
duced into office by the chojce of the
people, and are upright and faithful in
their ftations, ought to be regarded as
much as the Di&ator, when he marched
thro’ the ftreets of Rome, preceeded by
Lictors, bearing axes and rods. B

We cannot refift fuch government with-
out fubverting the order, and interrupting
the happinefs of fociety. Oppugnation
to it is oppofition to the Deity himfelf ;
it expofes to many troubles here, and to
damnation in the future world. Rebel-
(ion againft fuch aurhority is as the fin of
witcheraft, and fubborunefs as the iniquity
Qf idolatry. |

I
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I fhall fay a few things concerning the
application of this power, and have done.

It fhould be put forth to make the pen-
ple indultricus. . Indu'try is the lite of
ail ftates. It is this that fupporrs the
world. Whcn any are idle there muft be
a deficiency fomewhere, The Chinefe
have a m:xim that the earth produces
no more than is fufficient to miintain ve-
ry induftrious pcrfons. Perhaps itis from
a convi&ion of the truih of this ohferva-
tion, that the Emperor of Chinagoesforth
once a year, in folemn pomp, and fowes
a quantity of feed with his own hand, in
the view of. numerous fpeétaters. This
induftry is a matter of importance at all
times, but more efpecially fo, atthe pre-
fent day, when demands are great for the
‘various produt’s of the carth. The beft
rulers have herctofore becn called from
the plow. Cincinnares was twice taken
from thence, and made diffator. Tho'
we do not defire to have all our rulersin
this way employed, yet wc could wifly
to have them induftrious in their proper
ftations, and thercby fet an cxample of
difigence to others, who fhould be far-
ther cxcited thercto by premiums, and

other
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other methods within thc limits of the
magiftrate’s power.

v
Frugality is another important obje& of
the rulers attention. This, both as it re-
lates te dre/s and food is a matter of moment.
Millions fince the prefent war commenced
might have been favedin thisway. - Sump-
tuary laws have often times been made ;
why they fhould be improper now it is dif-
ficult to fay ? At leaft the regulation of
licenced boufes and a difcouragement to the
tos copious cenfumption. of Jpiritucus
- Jiquors, is a matter on which the weltare
of fociety much depends. |

The promotion of learning demands the
;ttcnuon of the civil authority. Itisncver
‘expeed that all fheuld be philofophers.
Thc ftate of the world, the neceflities of
mankind demand . diffcrent improvement
of their time and talents. All, however,

ought to be taught the rudiments of fi-
ence, Schools fhould be maintained, at
the pubhc expence, for this purpofe ;
otherwife, in a few years, we fhall not
know the nature or the wvalue of that
liberty, for which we are now jfo juftly
contending.  An ignorant people  will

gover long live under a fice government,
1bey
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They will foon become flaves, or rua
inte anarchy. This, therefore teaches
the infinite neceflity of diffufing intelli-
gence among the. body ef the pcople
Scveral valuable JAiterary infitutions have
Jately been founded by government ; and
the eftablifhment adds a brilliancy to their
charalter.  Thefe focicties are ftill in
their infancy. Much is wanting to their
perfedtions ; to make them the glory and
ornament of the Jand. When by a feries of
ebfervation and experimént, by diving into
the arcana of nawre, and .inveftigating
the occult qualizies of things, they fhall
have made confiderable acceflions to the
beep of {cience,then their benign influence
will be tele  Speculative knowledge may
pleafe the pofleflor, but that which is
prattical is only beneficial o mankind.
W hat ean be mrorc fo than the fcience
andart ot medicine. Healthis oneofthe
nobleft bleflings. To have for the con-
fervators ot it, men of genius, penetration
ard fudvy, who underftand the human
conflituti 1, the connctions, dependence
and fubicrvience of the particular parts
of it, the difeafcs to which it is obnox-
jous, and the moft cffe@uszl means of
cure, how h.pyy the atainment ! The
- Medieal Secicty, i properly incouraged,
will
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will in 2 fcw years, give us a plenty of
enlightened Phyficians, before whom all
cmpzrzck:, all pretenders to noffrums and
catbolicons will hide their diminithed heads.
—Our Univerfity, which has for a long
time fupplied both ftate and church with
men of eminence and renown, now fltands
with uplifted hands imploring the aid . of
- government.  Let not our academ:es,
erected by patriotick perlons, caft our alma
mater into obfcurity, or in any degree fu-
perfede its utilicy. May not the former,
tho’ noble foundations, acquire fuch credit
in the view of the authority as to put them
on a par with that fociety which was early
inftituted, which is richly furnifthed with
a library, and an apparatus in natural phi-
lofophy, and at the head of which. therc
arc men of eminent abilities.

Again; religion and morality among the
people, are an objc& of the magiftrate’s
attention.  As to religion, they have no
farther call to interpofe than is neceffary
to give a gencral encouragement to it.
Matters of confcience are to be left to God
and our own fouls. Modes and forms of
religion ; fentiments concerning do&rines,
&e. pc0plc fhould be indulged 7n, without

moleftation. If coertion would bring man-
¥ kind
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kind to a uniformity of fentiment, no ad-
vantage would refult therefrom. Itis on
the contrary beft to have different fesand
denominations live in the fame focieties.
They are a mutual check and fpy upon each
other, and become more attentive to their
principles and pra&ice. Hence it has been
obferved that where Papiffs and Protefi-
ants live intermingled together, it ferves
to meliorate them both. The fame may
be obferved of any other fe&s. Itis how-
ever greatly to be lamented that there is
not a more catholick and comprehen-
five {pirit among different denominations
of chriftians. Bigotry and cenforioufnefs
four the temper and interrupt the hap-
pinefs of focicty. The diffufion of light
leflens this unhappy temper; and among
people of knowledge, though of different
communions, a harmonious intercourfe
commonly takes place. With madmen
and enthufiafts there can be no agreement,
except among people as diftracted as them-
felves. But even fuch, where they put on
a religious guife, and do not interrupt the
peace of fociety, are notto be difturbed
by the civil arm.  Render to Cefar the
things that are Cefar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s. 7o their own maf-

ter they fland or fall. But that part of
religion
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religion which has an immediate afpe& on
the good of the community falls under
the cognizance of the ruler. Every thing
that tends to promote the fear of God, and
reverence for an oath, to advance the inte-
refts of virtue and morality in the world,
fhould be encouraged and enjoined by, thofe
in power ; for where there is not the fear
of God and reverence for an oath, it will
be extremely difficult to keep the world in
otder. The young fhould not only be in-
ftruced at {chools in matters of fcience,
but alfo in the principles of morality ;
and they together with the adult fhould
attend thofe places where they may hear
the facred obligations of religion pointed
out and inculcated. To compel them to
attend any particular fociety in preference
t0 any, or all others, would be an infringe-
ment on the rights of confcience. But ta
oblige them to attend fomewhere, is what
the authority have an undoubted right to,
and it is moreover a moft benevolent ex-
crcife of power :  for fhould publick in-
ftru&tions in religion and morality be laid
afide, profanencefs, barbariym, and every
evil work, would become triumphant.
Righteoufnefs exalteth a mation ; it gives
dignity, ftrength and firmnefs to every
body politick, Whilft the Romans reve-
F2 renced
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renced the Gods, and were nice in their
notions o€ bonour, truth and temperance,
they conquered the neighbouring nations,
{pread themfelves far and wide, and were

offelfed of all worldly felicity. But
whcn they Ioft their virtue, they were
weakned by feuds and fa&ions ; they were
ftraightned and brought low ; tyrants ruled
over them ; till at length, bcmg grcatly
enervated bv voluptuoufnefs and cflemi-
nacy, they were overran and totally fub-
dued by the hardy fons of the North
Sin 15 a reproach or debafement to any
people. 1t is cfpecially detrimental to free
ftates. Statefmen may plan and fpeculate
for liberty, btwt it is religion and morality
alone which can eftablifh the principles
upon which freedom can fecurelv ftand.
The only foundation of a free contlitution
1s pure virtue ; and if this cannot be in-
{pired into the pcople at large, in a greater
meafure than we have reafon to think they
poflefs it now, they may change their
rulers and the forms of their government,
but they will rot ebtain a lalling iiberty ;
they will only exchinge tyrants and ¢-
rannies. So fully was L;curgu;, the
Spartan king, perfuaded of this truth,
that he took particular care of the youth,
and had them cducated in a manner fuited
r0 the genius of their government.

I.aly
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Laply ; The power of rulers is to be
cxerted in the management of the great
affairs of war. We have reafon to be
thankful that wars do not always rage;
yet fo frequent are they, that they fhould
be ftudied as a {cience, and profecuted by
the rules of art. Britain, a haughty and
high-fpirited nation, have been at wat
near half their time for fome centusics
paft. It is lamentable to think what de-
folations they have made in the earth.
What judgment is there greater thas
this? How are the civil eftablifhments of
former times fubverted by wir, and con-
fufion introduced into the world ? The
blood of our citizens is fpilt ; the bands
which tye together the deareft connexions
are frequently in the moft painful manner
diffolved ; the penfive widow and the
prattling babe being deprived of thofe on
whom, undcr God, was their main de-
pcndence. What benevolent heart can
contemplate the ravages of war without
~iin ? Therc are none but the fierce and
/2vage who can delight in fcenes of car-
nage. But, though the horrors of war
arc great ; yet, when we comc to con-
crat them with flavery, we find the dark-
nefs of thenight-piece immediately leflens!
Where flavery reigns, nothing good ox

. | great
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gredt. can poflibly take place. Look into
-defpotick governments, and you find no
cbullitions of genius, no ftrokes of the
fublime ; but on the contrary, poverty of
fpirit ; a deprefled temper marks the cha-
raéter of the enflaved nation. ‘° What a
high value ought we then to fet upon liberty,
fince without it, nothing great, or fvitable
to thedignity of human nature can poflibly
be produced ? Slavery is the fetter of the
tongue, the chain of the mind as well as
the body, Reafon and Freedom are our
own, and given to continue fo. We are to
ufe, but cannot refign them, without rebel-
lingagainft him who gave them. The in-
vaders of either ought to be refifted by
the united force of all men, fincc they
encroach on the privileges we receive from
God, and traverfe the defigns of infinite
goodnefs.” Where, therefore, there is
no othcr alternative but war or flavery,
‘there fhould be no kind of hefitancy.
Being in this {itvation, we were compelled,
more than feven years ago, to takc up
the fword and make our folemn appeal
to Ilcaven, who has remarkably owned
our caufc and fucceeded our miiitary en-
terprizes.  So wonderful were the inter-
pofitions of God’s providence, in many
inftances, in our favour, that we may,
without
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without prefumption, adopt the words of
the Plalmift and fay, the Lord of hofts is
with:us, the God of Facob vur refuge.
How did the Almighty ride on the beavens
Jor our belp, and in bis excellency on the
Skies,in the capture of two famous generals,
with their powerful forces.* Such events
rarely take place, and are to be afcribed
to the Lord of hofis, the God of armies.
They are the Lord's doings, and are mar-
vellous in our eyes.

If flavery ftill clanks.her iron chains,
we muft refolutely perfevere in a mea-
fure which has been hitherto fo very
fuccefsful. To arms, America, to arms !
Let the former experience you have had
of God’s gracious afliftance, induce you
to put your truft in him for the future,
and fay with the Apottle, be that bath
delivered, and doth deliver, will fhll
deliver. But hark ! Rumours of accom-
modation are circulating through the air.
Great-Britain, it is faid, holds out the
olive-branch,and makes overtures of peace.
If the terms are not infidious ; if our
independency can be fecured ; and treaties
formerly made with our illuftrious Ally,
the King of France, kept facred, then
it muft be the with of every good man in

Amcrica

* Burgoyne and Cornwallis,
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America to have the hotrors of war
fpeedily clofed by fuch a peace. But of
this our rulers i Congrefs muft be the
judges in the dernier refort. With them
it lays to make peace or prolong the war ;
and in them we fhould confide. But, in
order to a rational confidence in them,
they fhould be men of wifdom, penctra-
tion, knowledge of mankind, their arts
and intrigues; men of known probity,
who are above the influence of venality
and corruption ; men of fteadinefs and
courage ; intapable of being either terrified
or flattered into meafures difbone vable,
or incompatible with the publick weal.
Of fuch men, there is a plenty, even at
thefe times. It is the duty of the electors
to give their fuffrages for them, and to
a® with caution in the choice of all our
officers. A negle& in this regard, will be
the fource of the moft formidable eviis.
The direétion of Mofes is, to chufz out
able men, men of truth, who fear God ard
hate covetoufrefs, and confltitute fuch to
be rulers. Now, if inftead of regarding
this dirc&ion, people are inattentive to the
qualifications of thofe men whom .thcy
chufe into office ; if they will {uffer them-
fclves to be influenced in this matter by
privatc piques, or favour, by party views,
or
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wor finifter. motivess ce, . if they. fhould
‘become . generally - indiffesent .about the
cle@ion, and. ot aneckt:aflemblios called
fer that purpofe.p.then - our pleafing prol-
peds from™ oyr.; repyblicen governments

wil] vamﬂl Iikc tho bl!dcﬁ }sbnck of s
vxf ion.”. | "
. I (g“ 3,; P
. Tt’is a matter of great; mpomnca 10
bave wife men at helm: 2 sH times,
but more efpecially fo in fities: of diffical-
ty and danger.- Abler: piloisire wanted in
e ﬂorm, when the waves. fur high, and the
wind is. bm&crous, than ina @alm’ when
tbc fes is fmooth gad: phmd. New is t

tempeftuons time, &n& with difficulty.
the political ' thip kept from rocks md
qmckftnds, from thipwreck or foundering.
Phow neceflary then is it for the people at
J barge to have at the helm, men who may
Wwith propricty be called Gods, for the
fuperior qualifications of their minds and
bearts ? 1t we are favoured with fuch, we
fhould treat them with peculiar reverence
and honer. This honoring rulers, implies
that we efteem them highly for theic office
and works fake. 1koow ofro men more
deferving of cfteem and honor than gooed
magiftrates,  He that has a {uitable idee
of the n*'Ctﬂ" ity of civil government, can

® not



A 50 )

aot éafily prevail upon himfelf to reproach,
defame, maliga.thole in power ; becauk
fuch conduft tends to weaken thair hands,
To honor government,and treat with con-
tempt the gaoversors, is impoflible, accor-
ding to the. apprehenfions of mankind in
general.  We teltify our refpe& to the
office, by eur refpeful treatment of the
officer.  As {peaking cvil of dignities has a
powerful tcndency to weaken their hands
and leflen their power to do good ; hence
God has forbidden us to fpeak evil of them;
and the/e whe defpife government, and are
not afraid to Jfpeak evil of digmitees, arg
ranked, amongft thole prefumptuous and
fclf-wiiled perfons who are referved to the
judgizent of the great day. From a con-
vi&ion of the tiuth of the above obferva-
tions, all virtuous confiderate perfons will
bear their teftimonvy againft thofe difcon-
tented men who are continually raifing a
cty agiinit thole in power, and in this way
keeping fcciety in confufion. On the
cenirary, they will endeavour in all pro-
prt wavs o jffrengthen their bands and cn-
courgee their bearts, that their united exer-
tirrs may come with power ; and ¢hat
wocer shetr wife and equitable rule, we may
ieid peceoble and quiet fives un all god-
/s wivl Rarefly.
Such
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Such has been the wifdom of our elee-
woas ia time paft, that we may place a
ratiena! confidente i (I weuld chatitably
bope) ail; but cerainly in thofe whot
have béen fome e iy faton, and pofcfs
fome of the moft importént places in go-
verncvent.  We have had: experience of
their firmmefs, ficelity, love of lzbért), pareis
oti/m, uniformity of conduil; and talesits for
command. His Excdknq, the- third tim¢
cholen the firk magiftrate of the Com-
monawealth, will excafe me in faying, thae
the fuffrages of his COURIES'Mcn are off
atteftation 1o his merie, preatly furpaffing
the encomiums of dn individual ; and dat
his love of mankind, his generous foul;
large as the fands on the fea fhore, his
princely munificence, his voluntary facri:
fice of eafe and fortune, for the fake of
placing his country beyond the reach of
defpotilm, have fet his virtues fo on high,
that the tonguc of malevolenceand fander
has not ‘been shle to throw them into the
fhade.—May Geod take his Exeellency, his
Honor, the Louncﬂ and both branches of
the Legifiature undcer his protedtion and
guidaace, blefs them and make them blef-
fings to the peeple. My honored Sirs,
you have taken the lead at a cime of greas
diftrefs, when burdens are - heavy, whier.

icaloufics
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jerloufics are ftromg, when clanours are
rife ; and when it requircs the wildom
ard prudence of Angels to avoid the cen-
futes of petulant and licentious tongues.
Ttis yours faithfully to difcharge the du-
ties of your srut, In doing thefe you
will have the. approbation of your own
soinds, and, | dare fay, the cencurrence,
the goed wifhes and fupport of by far the
greater part of the community.

The late meafures of the Britith Parlia-
ment and king, will emsbarrafs your pro-
ecedings and make your path of duty more
difficult than it was before. The totad
change of the miniftry;and the introdu&ion
of thofc who were heretofore deemed our
friends, wi!l probably bring on a ncgotia-
tion delicate 1n its pature and difficult in
s fettlement, for thele beforc whom it
properly comes,

Some fecm to be confident we fhall have
a fpcedy peace ; but what honorable and
lating peace can we cxpe@ when the lux-
ury and pride, the profanencfs ard debau-
chery, the diflipation and intempcrance o
the pecple are fo great ! To pave the way
for;{o defirable a bicfling, rulers and people
fhould excrt themfelves tobring abouta re-

formatior.
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formation. No wondcr the times are pot
velosis. when men are lovers of themfetves,
sovelons, proud, blafphemers. falfe accufers:
sncontinent, difpifers of thofc that are good,
lover: of pleajure more than lovers of God:
When we difcern a different fpirit, we may
rationally - hope for better times. Then
will our peace be as a rrver, when our
rightsoufnefs is as the waves of the fea.
Much may be done by you, civil fathers,
towards bringing the people to an outward
reformation. - The :enadimg and carrying
into exccution wholefoaye laws; tending ‘to
the' better obfervition of the fabbath 3
requiring perfons under fuitable penalties
toattend, where they may hear their duty;
and bereminded of the awfal confcquenced
of negle®ting it ; where 2 future worll
may be brought iato view, and the moral
cbara&er of the Dcity, as governor of the
univerfe, is unfoided, will tend much to
this. Laws of this kind properly exccuted,
would very foon put a new face opon
things ; efpecially if at the fame time fuita-
ble care was taken to regulate fome -othee
mateers of internal police.  am fenfible
¥ {peak the fentimcnts of very many, when.
1 aflert, that {erious people loag to fec a
fytem of prevensive jurifprudence better
cftablithed, morc atiecnded to, and more
generally
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generally warried ibto execution. Thid
would make government ey, prevent a
mulmude of crimes, conciliate reverenca
to -z perfons of thefc that are in  comn
mand ru.rcatc the hearts of the. pious,.
and contribute to the peaee and le;fnri
of fociety. —Whillt people are ﬁghtmg
againdt the burdens of ddb.mc rule, - fom¢
of the-blefings of freg government fhould
be taftod. by them, lealt they become dif-
Cou agcd and ready to fay, ¢ former
gimes were better than thefe.  And .tho'
the war will take mp much of the attention
of our civil rulers, vet we hope they: will
find leifure to profecute mcafarcs for betq
tering the morals of the people. As this
may be in part effcéted byv proclamaribm
By law, and advancing nene to places. of
eruft, but men of virtue; fo perhaps more
eﬁ'e&ualiy by the fhining examples of thofs
io power. If you will tread the paths of
piety, probity, truth and honor, multitudes
will follow you with a refolute and perfe-
vering pace, through the whele ftcep
alcent of duty

You have, it muﬂ be confcﬂ'cd g difli-
cult ftation, a laberious tafk. Some per-
haps may feek the place thro’a /love of
power or /uf of domination, _bBut the

citer
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hetter inflrudted know that there is no
good in’ power, but the power of doing
good.  You have great opportunities for
this. * Yout influence is large.  If it be
propetly dirc&ted, you are Godr.to the
world, his vicegetants on carth.” "As you
have this title given to you by the great
Jehovah' himfelf, fo it becomes you to
imitatc him in' his perfe&@ions of juftice
and righteoulncfs, of wifdom and t:uch,
of patience and compaffion, and cfpecially,
of benacvolence and diffufive goodnefs.—
How extenfive a blefling is 2 good magil~
trate ¥ He is a father to the poor, and the
caufe which bs knews not, be Jearches
ont. He breaks the jaws of the wicked,
and plusks the [poil out of hic mouth. He
delrvers the peor that crics, and the faiier-
lefs and bim that bath none to belp him:
He is eyes to the blind and feet to the lame.
The blefing of bimthatis ready to perifh
comes upon bim ; and be caufes the widows
beart to fing for joy. He puts on rightes
ox/nefs, and st cloaths bim ; bis fudgment
is a5 a robe and diadem. Such an one is as
the light of the merming, when the fun
rifebt. even a morning <without clouds, as
the tender grafs [pringing eut of the earth,
by ciear fluming after rain. This fhould
not only reconcilz thofe in power to the
R atduous
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ardegus and muhiplicd labours of thefe
places, but alfo animate them to the
fzithful difcharge thereof.  This will
embalm their memory, and procure
them, jufler praife than ever was be-
flowed on - Alexander, or Cafar. Good
magiftrates are cxcited to fidelity by sther
and mobler confiderations than thofe of

cing off the flagc with the applaufe of
slcir fellow men. They labour to approve
themfelves to the heart fearching, and om-
nifcient Jehovah. They know that though
they arc called God’s, yet they muft die like
other men, and apgear before the bar of
Chrifl, o an{wer for the improvement of
their time and ralents,. Keeping this {folemn
event in view, they endeavour to approve
themlelves to their divine mafter, that fo
when they are called to account, they may
receive this blefled enge from his lips, well
done good and faithful fervants, enter ye
snto the joy of your Lord. If you, my
honored Sirs, a& under the impreflion and
influence of this folemn thought, I am
perfuaded the elelions of this day, and all
the tranfaitions of the erfuing year, will be
fuch as to meet the approbation of the wife
and virtuous, and bid defiance to the im-
potent attacks of difappointed ambition, or
the wnhailowed clamars of the licentious,

Yirally,
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Finally, may the people art large fee the
importance of {upporting government, and
the neceflity of cartying on the war with
vigor. Weare now in fight of the promifed
Jand. How humiliating would it be to
have our independence, juft brought to
the birth, fail for want of ftrength to be
dclivered ? To encourage us to perfevere,
let us anticipate the rifing glory of America.

-Behold her feas whitened with commerce ;
her capitals filled with inhabitants, and

refounding with the din of induftry. See
her rifing to indeperidence and giory.
Cont¢inplate the refpe@able figure that fhe
will one day make among the nations of
the earth ; behold her venerable for wif-
dom, for counfel and for might ; flourifh-
ing in fcicnce.in agricultureand navigation,
and in all the arts of peace. Figure to
yourfelves that this your native country
will ere long become the permanent feat
ot . tuity, the retreat of philofophers,
the afylum of the opprefled, the umpire
of contending nations, and, we would
hope, the glory of Chriff, by a thi& at-
tachment to his gofpel, and divine inftitu-
tions. \What though the prefent genera-
tion may not live to fee the completien
and fulfilment of thefe grand events? 1f
H we




we have laid the foundation of them, and
can die in expc&ation that our children
will' taffe the happy fruits of our toil, it
will give to benevolent parents the moft
heartfelt joy ; and children poflefling the
effe@s of their fathers facrifice, will rife
up and call them bleffed —But if there
be any on whom thefe noble confidera-
tions will make no impreflion, I would
beg lcave juft to turn their attention to
thofe {cenes of diftrefs and carnage, which
will certainly take place, provided we fail
in our prefent enterprize, and are brought,
by ardfice or power, to fubmit to the
dominion of the Britifh Ling. May the
United States of Amcrica therefore bow
down their fhoulders to bear all the future
burdens that may be devolved upon them,
in the progreflion of this tedious and ex-
penfive confli®. A few more campaigns
will determine the event of the prefent
ftruggle, and doubdefs land us on the
rock of independence, fecurity and peace.
Lxpence is not to be regarded in a conteft
ot fuch magnitude. What can poflibly
be a compenfation for our liberties 2 It is
better to be free among the dead, than flaves
among the living.  The ghofts of our
fricnds, flain in war ; the fpirits of our
R iHuftrions
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illuftrious anceftors, long fince gone to reft,
who tranfmitted our fair inheritance tous ;
a regard to children ftill unborn, all call
upon us to make greater exertions; and
will rife up in judgment againft us, if,
turough cowardice, we defert the noble
caufe, in which, for many yecars paft, we
have been engaged From thefe confi-
derations, therefore, let us perfevere till
we have obtained the completion of our
wifhes, and have placed our country be-
yond the reach of over-bearing foes.
But let us remember that we are engaged
in a higher warfare ; and that, it we over-
come our fpiritual encmies, we fha.l, atlaft,
be put in poflcflion of that kingdoin where
perpetual peacc will reign. and liberty,
the moft exalted and refined, fhall be
obtained. Be .thou jfaithful unto death,
and I wiil give thee a crown of life.

A M E N.




