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• .CORRESPONDENCE .. 43 

l(~magne rolled a wave. The Crusades rolled a wave more 
mountainous than the French revolution. Only one hundred 
years ago, a wave was rolled, when Austria, England, and 
Holland, in allianc.;e, contended against Prancc for the domi­
nion, or rat hcr, the alliance of Spain. 

Had" the clock run down," I am not so sanguine as you 
that the consequence would have been as you prc~ume. I was 
determined, in all events, to retire. You and :Mr. :Madison are 
indebted to Bayard for an evasion of the contest. Had the 
voters for Bul'f addressed the nation, I am not sure that your 
convention would have decided in your favor.l But what reflec­
tions does this suggest.! What pretensions had Aaron Burr to 
be President or Vice-President 1 

• 

What" a wave" has rolled over christendom for fifteen hun­
dred years! What a wave has rolled over France for fifteen 
hundred years, Suppol'ting in power and glory the dynasty 
of Bourbon! What a wave supported the house of Austria! 
What a wave has supported the dynasty of ~Iahomet for twelve 
hundred years! 'Vhat: a wave 8upported the house of Her­
cules for so many ages in more remote antiquity! 1.'hese waves 
are not to be slighted. They are less resistible than those in 
t.he gulf stream in a hurricane. 'Vhat a wave has the French 
revolution spread! And what a wave is our navy of five fri­
gates raising! 

If I can keep this book, " Memoirs of I .. indsey," I shall have 
more to say. Meantime, . 

I remain, &c. 

TO TH01\YAS JEFFERSON. 

Quincy, 28 June, 1813. 

It is very true that the denunciations of the priesthood are 
fulminated against every advoc~.te for a complete freedom of 
rcligion. Comminations, I believe, would be plenteously pro­
nounced by even the most liberal of them, against athei~m, 

I "A ('on\'cntion, invited by the repllblil'un memhcrs of Congress wi tIl the 
,;rtual Pl'(':,idcnt and Yh'e-Prcsi,}cnt, would havc bcen on the ground in eight 
wcek~. would have repaired the Constitution where it was detbcti\'e, and wound 
it up again." Je.tJ'el'sr)11 to Prie.~tle!J. 

• • 



• 

conm~SPO~l>E~Cg, 

deism, against every man who di8b('lievcd or doubted the 
reSUrt'('ction of .J('SU!'l, or tim mirade~ of the New 'l'e~tument. 
Priestley himself would denOlmce the man who should deny 
the Apocalyp:ie, or the prophecies of Daniel. Priestley and 
LiJtd~ey have both denounccd as idolaters and blasphemers 
all the 'l'riniiarians and e,·en the Arians. Poor weak man! 
whcll will thy perfection arrivc 1 'I'lay perfectibility I shall not 
dl'IlY, for a greater character than Prit!stIey or Godwin has said, 
" Ue ye }>('rfeet," &e. For my part, I \!allnot "deal damnation 
round t he land" 011 all I judge t he foes of God or man. nut 
I'did not intend to say a word on this subject ill this letter. As 
much of it as you p]ea~e, hereafter; but Jet me now return to 
po Ii t i (':4. 

'Vith some difliel1lty I luwe hunted up or down the" address 
of the young men of the city of Philaddphia, the district of 
Southwark, and the llorthern liherties," and the answc:.'. 

'l'lte uddre.sscr~ ~ay, "actuatcd by th,! samc principlcs on 
which our forefathers at!hieved their independence, the recent 
attempts of a foreign power to derogate from the rights and 
dignity of onr conntry, awaken OU1' livelicst sensibility and our 
:;trol1~t':.-t indignation." Huzza, my br~ve boy~! Could 'rho­
ma~ Jel1crsoll or John Adam~ hear these words with jl1~ellsibility 
and without emotjoll? '!'!te8e boys afterwards add, "we regard 
oUt' libert.y anti iJl(h'IH!lldt'lIcc as the richest portioll given 118 by 
ol1r :lI1Cl':4tor~." Ami who were the~e uncel'itors? Amol1~ them 

'-
wc're 'l'hmnas Jetlcr::!on und .John Adams; and I very coolly 
hditwe that no two nwn among these ancest.ors did more 
towards it than t h08c two. Coul,l dt her hear thi~ like u statue? 
If, olle 111ll1dn'd y.'afs llf.'nee', YCl11r 1('th~r8 and milll' ~hould :-;l'C 
the light, 1 hope the ft'micr will hUIlt: np this adcJres~, and read 
it. all, amI rell1l!mher that we were then t'lIgagcIJ, or Oil the 
point of ('ngaging, in n war with Prallee. 1 shaH not fl'lU'at 
the tlllt4w(~r till we COUle to the para~rraph npon which you criti" 
cb:ed to nr. Prit'l"t1(!y, though en'ry word of it. is tr11l'; and I 
now r~j(Jicc to see it record('d, though I had wholly forgotten it. 

'1"1(' paragnlph iI", " tit'h'ue'(! mid mnral~ nrc tlw f,Ffc'nt pillnr:4 
011 ",hjell thi~ cntmtry Im~ ht't'li r:li~t·(1 tn it~ pn'~l'nt pupnlutioll, 
opnlt'ucl', nIHi pr(l~p"rit~·; ntHl tll(':'(' nlcuw ~nn no\'nnc(', ~lIpport, 
ISml pr('=,,(~r\'(~ it. 'Vithout wi:;;hillg' to clamp tlw nrdor of curio­
l'Iity, or hlthwllct' tlU' fret'llmn of itl'luiry, 1 will hazard u predic-

• 
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tion, that aftcr the most il1du~triuus and impartial rcsearchc~, 
thc longest livcr of you all wjJJ lind 110 principles, illstitutions, 
or systcms of cducation more tit, ill gelleral, to bc trall~lIlittcd 
to your posterity· than 1ho:;e YOll havc rcccivcd from your 
ancl'stors." 1 

Now, compare thc paragraph in the answer with the para­
graph ill thc addf('~s, us both are quoted ahovc, and see if we 
can find the extent and thc limits of thc meaning of both. 

'\~11O composed that army of fine young fcllows that was 
thcn heforc my cycs? '!'Iwrc werc among them Romall Catho­
lic~, Bngli:;h Bpi:;cop~lians, Scotch and Amcriean Prc:;hytcrians, 
l\lcthodists, l\Joravians, Allahapti~ts, Gl'rnulll Lut hemns, Ger-• • 

mall Calvil1h;t~, Univ('rsa1i~t.s, Ariam~, Pril'stleyan~, Socillians, 
Independcnh.l , Congregationalists, Horsc Protestant~, and Housc 
1)rotcstants,2 Dch~ts and Atheists, and Protestants" qui llC cro,lJ­
Cllt rinl." Very few, howl'ver, of sC\'('ral of these sprcil~s; 
nevcrtheless, ulleducated in the ~/mcrtll Jll'inr.;p'{"~ ,')f Christian­
ity, and th(~ gcncral principlcs of Bnglish and American liherty. 

Could my an:-twer he undl'r~toml hy any candid read!'r or 
hearer, to recommend to aU the othl'r:; the gl'lteral prilll~ipl('s, 
jn~titntjons, or ~y~tcms of education of the Roman Catholic8, 
or thosc of thc quakers, or thm;c of the Preshyterian:;, or th()~c 
of the :\Idhodi~t:;, or tho~c of the 'Moraviall~, or tllO~e of the 
Univcrsalists, or those of the llhilosophl'rs? No. 'rhe ~('llrral 
pril1riJllc.~ 011 whieh the fathers adlimoed indcpendl'ncc, were the 
only principles in which that beautiful u!:;sl'mhly of young mcn 
could nnih', and thc~e principles Ilnly could he illt('ndt'd hy 
them in their :uldrt'~s, or hy 1'"1e in my nnswer. And what were 
t}Il'~C ~1'1l('rnl princi}llf!s? J nn~w{'r, the g<'ncrnl principlt, • .; of 
Christianity, in which all tho~e sccts were united, and thl' ~/'IW­
ral Jlrilldp":s uf Bngli~h and Anwriean liberty, in whieh all 
thm;c young nwn united, awl which had llnited all parties in 
America, in 11l:tjOiitit~s suflicient to a::scrt. and maintain her in­
dcpcnd('lIc('. Now 1 will :l,'OW, that I then l)('liev(~d and nnw 
believe that tho~e gt'Ill'ral prillcipll'~ of Chri~tiallity arc as eh'r­
nnl and immutable as the cxi~hmcc and attrihutcs of God; amI 

, }'or the' ,,,hol(' nf tIll' lln~w('r. of whi.,h Illi~ i!l n )1:111. !'('l~ ,'ut ix. II, lli~. 
9 All '1\1~ l:th'r 1.·IIt·1'J'I nl' )Ir. A.l:"'I:<; :\1'\\ 111111'11 nUlI,,,,·.l in Ihl' c'"p~·ill::. t'1I1.·f'S 

t1l(,l't' \\'Ol'ls '''t·li.'I' til :\tt'~:-I'~' Horl ... :lIlIl 1II1w,,~, I\\'II Clf th.! tli:-Jlllt:lllt:l with Ur, 
Priel'ltll'Y in )':111,!1:IIIII, the cltitor 1':1l1l1ot ,·xplaill 1)\1'111, 

• 



• 

• 

46 

that those principll'8 of liberty are as unalterable as human 
nature and our terrestrial, lIltlluialle sy:;tem. 1 could, therefore, 
safely say, consisteutly with all my then and present informa­
tion, t hat I believed they would never make di~coveries in con­
tradiction to thel5e gt!llctal prilll:ziJles. In fhvor 01' these general 
prillciples, in philosophy, religion, and government, I could fill 
sheet:; uf quotations from Fredel'ic of I>russia, from Hume, Gib­
bon, Bolingbroke, Rousseau, and Voltaire, as well as Newton 
and Locke; not to mention thoU!:muds of divines and philo­
sophers of inferior fame. 

I might have flattered myself that my sentiments were suffi­
ciently known to have protected me against stl::!picions of nar­
row thoughts, contracted sentiments, bigoted, enthusiastic, or 
superstitions principles, civil, political, philosophical, or eccle­
siastical. Thl' first sentence of the preface to my Defence of the 
COJlstitution, vol. i., printed in 1787, is in these words: "The 
arta and scienccs, in general, during the three or four last cen­
turies, have had a regular course of progressive improvement. 
'fhe inventions in mechanic arts, the di~cO\'eries in natural phi­
losophy, navigation, and ('omml'ree, and the advancement of 
civilization and humanity, have occasioned changes in the con­
dition of the world, and the human character, which would have 
astonished the most. refined nations of antiquity," &c. I will 
quote no farther, but reque~t you to read again that whole page, 
and then say whether the writer of it could be snspected of re­
commending to youth "to look backward instead of forward," 
for instruction and improvement. 'l'his letter is already too 
long. In my next, I shull consider "the terrorism of the day." 

TO TIIOlIAS JEFFERSON. 

Qllin('~'. 30 .Tune, 1813. 

Before I proceed to the order of the day, which is "the terror­
ism of a former day,n I heg leave to correct an idea that some 
readers may infer from nn expres~ioll in one of your letters. 
No sentiment or cxpfl'ssion in any of my al1swer~ to addresses 
was obtruded or insinuated by any person about me. Every 
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