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SERMON.

Be ready always to givean answerto every man that asketh you a reason of the hope
thatisin you, with meekness and fear.—I. Peter, iii. 15,

Righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.— Proverbs xiv. 34.

The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ ;
and he shall reign for ever and ever.—Revelation xi. 15.

AS Christianity was designed by its Divine Author to subsist
until the end of time, it was indispensable, that it should be capa-
blc of adapting itself to all states of society, and to every condition
of mankind. We have the Divine assurance that it shall eventu-
ally becomne universal, but without such flexibility in accommodat-
ing itsclt to all the situations in which men ean be placed, this must
have been impracticable.  There is no possible form of individual
or coctit! life, winieh it 1s not fitted to meliorate and adorn. It not
only extends to the more transient connexions to which the business
of life «ives rise, but embraces and prescribes the duties springing
from the great and more permanent relations of rulers and sub-
jects, hushands and wives, parents and chnuldren, masters and ser-
vants ; and enforces the obhigation of these high classes of our
dutics by the sanctions of a judgment to come. We find by exann-
ining its history, that, in rude ages, its influence has softened the
gavage and civilized the barbarian; while in polished ages and
communities, it has accomphshed the no less important end, of
communicating and preserving the moral and rehgious principle,

which, among a cultivated people, is in peculiar dauger of being
1
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extinguished amid the refinements, the eaiety, and the frivolous
amuscments ineident to sucha state of society.

'The reiation which the prevailing svstem of religion in various
countries and in suceessive ages, has sustained to civil governiment,
1s one of the most interesting branehes of the history of manhind.
Accordines to the structure of the Hebrew Polity, the religious and
political systens were most intimatelvaof not mdissolubly combin-
ed : andn the Mosue Law, we find religions ohservances, politi-

al ordinances, rules of medicine, preseriptions of agriculture, and
cven precepts of domestic economy, brought nico the most intimate
associittion.  The Hebrew Hierarehy was a literary and political,
ax vell as a rehgions order of men.  Inthe Grecian States ond in
the hvoman Lmpire, the siume individeal united im his own person,
the emblems of priest of their divinities and the ensigns of eivil
and pohtieal authority.  Christiamty, while it was undermming,
and untii it had overthrown the ancient Polity of the Jews on. the
one hand ; and the Polytheism of the Roman Empire on the other ;
was extended by the zeal and enterprize of its early preuchers,
sustained hy the presence of its Divine Author* and accompanied
by the evidence of the miracles winch they were commissioned to
perform. It is not strange, therefore, that when, under the Bm-
peror Constantine, Cliristianity came into the place of the ancient
superstition, it should have been taken under the protection, und
made a part of the constitution of the Lhimpenal government. It
was the prediction of ancient prophecy, that, in the last dayvs, kings
shouid become nursing fathers and queens nursing mothers to the
Chureht ;—and what was more natural than to understand tlas
prophecy as meaning a strict and intimate union of the Church,
with the civil government of the Empire.  Ancient usage, with all
the inilucnce which a reverencee for antiquity 1s accustomed to In-
spire, was on the side of sach a umon. We may well believe,
then, that Christumty was first associated with civil government,

* Matthew xaviii. 20. t 1saiab xlix. 23. Lowth says of this prophecy : It was

remari:bly fvifilled, when Constantine and other Christian princes and princesses:
showed favo ir to the Church.”
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without anyv intention on the part of civil governors to make it the
odious engine of State which it afterwards became.  Aud if the
Rowman Emperors had been satisfied to receive and to continue
the new religion without distinetion of sects, as the broad ground
of ull the great institutions of the Empire, it 1s impossible to shew
or to believe, that such a measure would not have been bhoth wise
and salutary. 'The misfortune was, that there soon came to be a
legal preference of one form of Christianity over all others.  Man-
kind are not easily inclined to change any wustitution which has
taken deep root in the structure of society, and the principle of
the union of one form of Christianity with the imperial authority
under the Roman Emperors, had acquired too mauy titles to ven-
eration to be relinquished, when the new kingdoims were founded
which rose upon the rains of the Roman Empire. This principle
has alwoys pervaded and still pervades the structure of Luropean
socicty, and the necessity of retaiming it 1s still deeply seated i the
couvictions of the inhahtants of the Lastern continent.

The same prineiple was transferred to these shores when they
were scttled by Eurepean colonists.  In Massachusetts and some
other Northern colonies, no man could he a cittzen of the Com-
monwealth, nnless he were a member of the Church as there es-
tablished by anthority of law.* In Virginia and some of the more
Southern colonies, the Chureh of England was established by law.t
In this State, legal provision was made for the establishment of
religious worship according to the Church of England, for the erect-
ing of churchies and the maintenance of clergymen ; and it was

* To 1631, the General Court of Massachusetts Bay passed an order, “that for the
time (o come, none should be admit-ed to the freedom of the body politic, but such es
were Church-inemnbers"'—1 Story's Commentlaries, 39, 73.

t 1 Tucker's Blackstone, p. 376.— Under the crowns of France and Spain. koman
Cathalicism was the religion of Louisiana exclusive of all others. As late as /797, the
instructions of Governor Gayosy, to the ccmmandants for the regulation of the prov.
ince. speak thus :—<“Art. 8, The commandants will take particular care, that no Pro-
testant Preacher, or one of any sect other than the Catholic, shall introduce himself
infothe province. The least neglect in this respect, will be a subject of great repre-
hension.”’— Documents annexed o Judge Peck’s trial, p. 585.
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declared, that ¢“in a well grounded Conmunonwealth, matters con-
cerning religion and the honour of God, ought 1in the first place,
[1. e. in preference to all others,] to be taken into consideration.”*

It is the testimony of history, however, that ever since the time
of Constantine, suck an union of the ecclesiastical with the civil
author.y, has given rise to flagrant abuses and gross corruptions.
By a series of gradual, but well contrived usurpations, a Bishop
of the Church claiming to be the successor of the Chief of the
Apostles and the Viear of Christ, had been seen for centuries, to
rule the nations of Christendom with the sceptre of despotism.
The argument against the use of an institution arising from its
abuse, is not valid, unless, when, after sutheient experience, there
1= the best reason to conclude, that we cannot enjoy the nse with-
out the accompanying evils flowing from the abuse of it.  Such
perhaps is the ease in regard to the union between any particular
form of Christianity and civil government. It is an historical truth
esta:lished by the experience of many centuries, that whenever
Chri~tianity has /n this way been incorporated with the civil
power, the lustre of her brightness has been dummned by the al-
hanee.

The settlers of this country were familiar with these facts, and
thev aradually came to a sound practical conclusion on the subject.
No nation on earth, perhaps, ever had opportanities so favorable
to introduce changes in their institutions as the American people ;
and by the time of the Revolution, a conviction of the impolicy of
a further union of Church and State according to the ancienl mode,
had so far prevailed, that nearly ali the Stutes in framing their
new constitutions of government, cither silently or by direct enact-
nent, discontinued the ancient connexion.

A question of great intercst here comes up for discussion. In
thus {iscontinuing the connexion between Church and Common-
wealth ~did the people of these States intend to renounce all
eonnexionh with the Chnrstian rehgion?  Or did they only intend

» Act of November 30, 1706.
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to disclaim all preference of one sect of Christians over another,
as far as civil government was concerned ; while they still retain-
ed the Christian religion as the foundation of all thew social, civil
and polittcal istitations 7 Did Massachusetts and Conneecticut,
when they declared, that the legal preference which had Lierctofore
been given to Puritanism, should continue no longer, intend to
abolish Christianity itself within their jurisdictions 7 Did Virgin-
ia and 8. Carolina when they discontinued all leeal preterence of
the Church of EFngland as by law established, intend to discontinae
their observance of Christianity and their regard for its Divine
authority 7 Did the people of tne United States, when in adopting
the Federal Constitution they declared, that ¢« Congress shall ninke
no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the
free exercise thercof,” expect to be understood as abolishing the
national religion, whiclh had been professed, respected and clierish-
ed frown the first settlement of the country, and wineh 1t was the
great object of our fathers in setthing thiv then wit ryess to enjoy
according to the dictates of their own consciences

The rightful solution of these questions has hecome important
to the religion, the morals, the peace, the wtellicence, and in fact,
to all the hichest interests of this country. It has Leen asserted by
men distinguished for talents, learning and station,* and it muy
well be presumed that the assertion is gradually gainng belief
among us, that Christianity has no connexion with the law of the
land, or with our civil and political institutions.  Attempts are na-
king, to impress this senttinent on the public mind. The senti-
ment is considered by me, to be in contradiction to the whole tenor
of our history, to be false 1n fact, and in the bighest degree per-
maeions in its tendency, to all our most valuable institutions, ' neth-
er social, legal, civil or political. It is morcover, not known 1o the
preacher, that any serious €flfort has been iade to investigate the
relation which Christianity sustains to our institutions, or to en-
lighten the public understanding oun the subject. Under these eir-

* 4 Jeflerson's Works, p. 397.
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cmstances, I have thought it a theme suitable tor disenssion on
an cccasion, when the clergy of the diocese and some of the mnost
influential laymen of our partshes, arc assembled in convention. I
miay well expeet to prove inadequate to the full disenssion, and
still inore to the ultunate scttlement of the principles involved in
the inquiry.  But I may be pernntted to presunie, that when it is
once hrought to the notice of this Convention, any deficiency of
inine in treating the subject will not long remain to be satistactorily
supphed.

The relation of Christianity to the civil institutions of this coun-
try cannot be mvestigated with any good prospect of success, with-
out brieflv reviewing our history both betore and since the Revo-
lution, and making an examimation of such authorities as are en-
titled to our respect and deference. It is an listorical question,
aud to arrive at a sound concelusion, recurrence must be had to the
ordinary means which are employed for the adjustment of inquiries
of this kind.

I. The originators and carly promoters of the discovery and
settlement of this coutinent, had the propagation of Christiunity
before their eyes, as one of the prineipal ohjects of their under-
taking. This is shewn by examining the charters and other simt-
lar documents of that period, in which this chief ann of their novel
and perilous enterprize, is declared with a frequency and fulness
which are equally satisfactory and gratifying. In the Charter of
Mussachusetts Bay, granted in 1644 by Charles L., the colonists
are cshorted by “thewre good life and orderly conversation, to
winne and invite the natives of that country to the knowledge and
obedience of the onely true God and Saviour of mankind und the
Christian faith, which in our royall intention and the adventurers’
free profession, [i. e. the unconstrained acknowledgment of the
colonists,] is the principal end of this plantation.””*  In the Virginia
Charter of 1606, the enterprize of planting the country 1s com-
mended as “a noble work, which may, by the providence of

* Aimon’s Collection of Chariers, p. 63.
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Almighty God, hercafter tend to the glory of his Divine Majesty.
in propagating of Christian religion to such people as vet hive
darkness und miserable ignorance of tne trie knowledge and
worship of God ;”-and the Pennsylvania Charter of 1682, de-
clares it to have heen one objeet of William P?enn, ¢ to reduce the
savage nations, by gentle and just manrners, to the iove of civil
society and Christian relicion.”*  In the Charter of Rhode Fsland,
granted by Charles L1, in 1682-3, it 1s declared to be the object
of the colonists to pursue ¢ with peace, and loval minds, their
sober, serious and religious intentions of rodly edifying themselves
an-l one another, in the holvy Christian faith and worslap, together
with the gaming over and conversion of the poor ignorant Indian
natives to the sincere profession and obedience of the same faith
and worship.”t  The preceding guotations furmsh a specimen of
the sentiments and deelarations with which the colonmial Charters
and other ancient documents abound.f I make no apologyv for
citing the passages without abridgment.  Thev arc authentic me-
morinls of an age long since gone by. They make known the
intentions and breathe the feelings of our pious forefathers ; a
race of men who, in all the qualities which render men respectable
and veuerable, have never been surpassed ; and who onght to be
held by ns thewr offspring, in grateful remembrance. We very
much mistake, if we suppose ourselves so much advanced before
thewn, thet we cannot be benefited by becoming acquainted with
their sentiments, their characters and their labours. The Chris-
tian rehzion was intended by them to be the corner stone of the
social and political structures which they were founding. 'Their
ann was as pure and exalted, as their undertaking was great and
noble.

II. We shall be further instructed in the religious character of
our origin as a nation, if we advert for a moment to the rise and
progress of our colonial growth. As the colonists desired hoth to
enjoy the Christian religion themselves, and to make the natives

* Almon, pp. 63. 104. t Idem, p. 34. : See Note A.
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acquainted with its divine blessings, they were accompanied by u
tearned and pious Ministry ;3 and wherever a scttiement was com-
menced, aChureh was founded.  As the settlements were extended,
new Churches were established. Viewing education as indispensable
to Freedom, as well as the bandmaid of Religion, every neighbour-
hood had its school.  After a brief interval, Colleges were msti-
tuted ; and these mstitwtions were originally designed for the edu-
cation of Christian Ministers:®  Six davs of the week they spent
b the labours of the field ; but on the seventh, they rested accord-
g (o the commandment, and employed the day in the duties of
publie woirzhip, and m the religious wstruetion of thew chiidren
and servants.  "T'hus our colonization proceeded on the grand but
siin e plan of el and religious freedomn, of wmiversal induostry,
and of wmversal fiterary and rehigious education.

'The Colonies, then, from which these United States have sprung,
wer: actzinaliv olvces] and nourished by our pious forefathers, in
the exereise of a strong and vizorous Christian taith,  They were

desizned to be Christian communities.  Chiistianity was wroug ht

* Scarcely had the Mussachusetts’ colonistr arrived at their new scene of lahour, when
their thouglhit< were turned to the establishment of a College s and 1 1630, Harvard Uni.
versity was founded.  Dr. I. Mather savs :=+'T'he euds for which our fathers chiefly
erected & Coliere were, that so scholurs might there be educated for the service of
Christ and his Churches in the work of the Minisuy, and thay they might be seusoned in
their tender years, with such principles as brought their blessed progenitors into this wil.
derness. There is no one thing of greater coucernment to these Churclies tn present
and after<times, than the prosperity of that society. They cannot subsist without a Col.
lege.”"— Magnalia, B. V. 'The inscription, *“Christo et Lecle<im,” ou the seal of the
University, is at once emphiic evidence, and a perpetual maeinorial of the great pur-
pose for which it was established. In the yeur 662, the Assembly of Virgiia
passed an Act to make permancat provision fur the establishment of a College.
The preamble of the Act establishing it recites, **that the want of able and fuitiful Min-
isters in this country, deprives us of those great blessings and meicies that always attend
apon the service of God:” and the Act itself declares, **that for the advancement of
Jearning, education of youth, supply of the ministry, and promotion of piety. there be
land taken up and purchased for u College and Free School ; and that with all conveni.
ent speed. tnere be buildings erected npon it for the entertunment of studeuts and schol
ars. In 1693, the College of Willinam and Mary was founded.” — Quar. Register. vol i,
p. 268.  Ruotations of similar import might be made pertainng to Yale, Nassau tal!
and in fact, to all the Colleges first estublished in this country.
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into the minutest ramifications of their social, civil and political in-
stituttons.  And it hus before been said, that according to the views
which had prevailed in Europe since the days of Constantine,
a leaal preference of some one denomination over all others, pre-
vailed in ahmost all the colomes.  We are, therefore, now pre-
pared :

I1l. To examine with a good prospect of success, the nature
and extent of the changes in regard to Rehgion, which have been
introduced by the people of the United States in forming their State
Coustitutions, and also in the adoption of the Constitution of the
United States.

In pernsing the twenty-four Constitutions of the Unifed States
with this object in view, we find all of them* recognising Chris-
tianmity as the well known and well established religion of the com-
munities, whose legal, civil and political foundations, these Consti-
tutions are.  The terns of this recognition are more or less dis-
tinct in the Constiiutions of the difterent States ;3 but they exist
mm all of them. 'Fhe rcason why any degree of indistinctness
exists inuany of them unqguestionably is, that at their formation, it
never came into the minds of the {ramers to suppose, that the
existence of Christianity as the religion of their communities,
could ever admit of a question. Nearly all these Constitutions
recognise the customary observance of Sunday, and a suitable
obscervance of this day, Includes a performance of all the peculiar
duties of the Christian faith.t The Constitution of Vermont de-
clares, that ¢“every sect or denomination of Christians, ought to
observe the Sabbath or Lord’s Day, and keep up some sort of re-
lizious worship, which to them shall seem most agreeable to the
revealed will of God.”’f The Counstitutions of Massachusetts and
Maryland, are among those which do not prescribe the observance
of Sunday : yet the tormer declares it to be ¢ the right, as well as
the duty of all men n society, publicly and at stated seasons, to
worship the Saupreme Being, the great Creator and Preserver of

* The author has not eeen the new Constitution of Mississippi, and, therefore, this as-
sertion may possibly pot apply to that document, t See Note C. } Art 8.
‘)



C

12

p

the Univeise j*—and the latter requires every persou appointed
to any office of profit or trust, to ‘“subscribe a declaration of his
belief in the Christian rcligion.””t  Two of them concur in the
sentiment, that “morality and piety, rightly grounded on livan-
eelical principles, will be the best and greatest security to govern-
ment ; and that the knowledge of these is most likely to be propa-
gated through a society, by the institution of the public worship
of the Deity, and of public instruction in morality and religion.”§
Only a small part of what the Constitutions of the States contain
in regard to the Christian religion, is here cited ; but my limits
do not permit me to cite more.y At the same tune, they all grant
the free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and wor-
ship, with some slight diseriminations, to all mankind. "The prin-
ciple obtained by the foregoing inductive examination of our State
Constitutions, i1s this :—T'HE PEOPLE oF THE UNITED STATES
HAVE RETAINED THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION A8 THE FOUNDA-
TION OF THEIR CIVIL, LEGAL AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS §
WHILE THEY HAVE REFUSED TO CONTINUE A LEGAL PREFER-
ENCE TO ANY ONE OF ITS FORMS OVER ANY OTHER. In the
samne spirit of practical wisdom, moreover, they have consented
to tolerate all other rehigions.

The Constitution ot the Umted States contains a grant of
specific powers, of the general nature of a trust. As might be
expected from its nature, it contains but slight references of a re-
ligious kind.  In oneof these, the people of the United Ntates pro-
fess themselves tobe a Christian nation.  In another, they express
their expectation, that the President of the Umted States will
maintain the customary observance of Sunday ; and by parity of

* Part]. Art. 2, t Art. 55.

{ The quotation here is from the Constitution of New-Harapshire ; (Parti. Art. 6.)
and the concurrence is substantial, not verbal. ‘'The parallel passage in the Cunstitution
of Mussachusetts runs thus :-*The happiness of’ a people, and the good order and pres-
ervation of civit government, essentially depend upon piets, :olieiyy und morality, and
these rannot he oo yeaiiy dittused through the community but by the institution of a pub-
lic worship of God, and of public institutions, (instructions) in piety, religion and me-
rality.”’—Part 1. Art. 3. ¢ See Note B,
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reasoning, that such observance will be respected by all who may
be employed in subordinate stations in the service of the United
States.* The first amendment declares, that ¢ Congress shall
make no law respecting an establishmment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thercot.””t  This leaves the entire subject in the
same situation 1 which it found it ; and such was precisely the
most suitable course. The people of the United States having,
in this most solemn of all their enactments, professed themselves
to be a Christain nation ; and having expressed their confidence,
that all employed 1n their service will practice the duties of the
Christian faith ;-and having, moreover, granted to all others the
free cxcercise of their religion, have emphatically declared, that
Congress shall make no change in the religion of the country.
Tls was too delicate and too 1mportant a subjeci to be entrusted
to their guardianship. It is the duty of Congress, then, to per-
mit the Christian religion to remain in the same state in which it
was, at the time when the Constitution was adopted. They have
no commission to destroy or injure the religion of the country.
'Their laws ought to be consistent with its principles and usages.
They may not rightfully enact any measure or sanction any prac-
tice calculated to diminish its moral influence, or to impair the
respect in which 1t 1s held among the people.i

* See Note C.

t The meaning of the term % establishment” in this amendment unquestionably is, the
preference aund establishment given by law to one sect of Christians over every other.
This 1t the customary use of the terin in English history and i1n English law, and in our
colonial history and law. See 3Story’s Comm. 722 -731, wlere the author has commented
on this amendment with his usual learning and candour.

} It hassometunes been concluded. that Christianity cannot have any direct connexion
with the Constitution of the Uuited States, on the ground, that the instrument contains
no express declaration to this effect. But the errorof such a conclusion becomes manifest,
when we reflect, that the case i3 the same with regard to several other truths, which sreo
notwithstanding, fundamental in ovr cohsiiiutional system. The Declaration of Inde-
pendence says, that * governments are instituted among men, to secure the rights of life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness;”’ and that ¢ whenever any form of government
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and
to institute a new government.” 'These principles lie at the foundation of the Constitu-
tiou of the United States. No principles known to the C'onstitution are more fundamen-
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if a question could be raised, in regard to the soundness ot the
view, which has now bheen taken, of the relation in which our Con-
stitutions of government stand to the Christian relicion, it must be
settled by referring to the practice which has existed nnder them
from their first formation. The public authorities both in our
State and National Governments, have always felt it to be required
of them, to respeet the peculiar institutions of Christianity, and
whenever they have ventured to act otherwise, they have never
failed to be reminded of their error by the displeasure and rebuke
of the nation.  From the first settlement of this country up to the
present time, particular days have been set apart by public authori-
ty, to acknowledge the favour, to implore the blessing, or to dep-
recate the wrath of Almighty God. In our Conventions and
Legislative Axsemblies, daily Christian worship has heen custo-
marily observed.  All business proccedings in our Legislative halls
and Courts of justice, have been suspended by universal consent
on Sundav. Christian Ministers have customarily been emploved
to perform stated religious services in the Army and Navy of the
United States.  In admimstering ouaths, the Bible, the stundard
of Christian truth i1s used, to give additional weight and solemnnity

tal than these. Butthe instrument contuins no declaration to thiseffect ; these principles
are no where mentioned it 3 and the references to them are equally slight aud indirect
with those which are made to the Chyistian religion. The same may be said, of the
great republican truth, that political sovereignty residex in the people of the United
States. 1t then, any cne may rightfully conclude, that Christianity has no connexion with
the Constitution of the United States, because this is uwowhere expressly declared in
the instrument ; he ought, in reason, to be equally convinced, that the sime Constitution
is not buili upon and does not rerogmze the sovereignly of the people, and the great re-
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receives additional strength, when we consider that the Constitution of the United States
was formed directly for political, and not forreligious objects. The truth is, they are all
equally fundamental, though nenther of them is expressly mentioned in the Coustitution.

Besides, the Constitution of the United States contemplates, and is fitted for such a
state of socrety ax Christianity alone can form. It contemplates a state of society, in
which strict integiity, simphicity and parity of manners, wide diffusion of knowledge,
well disciplined passions, and wise maderation, are the general characteristics of the
people. These virtues, in our nation, are the oftepring of Christianity, and without the
continued general belief of its doctrines, and practice of its precepts, they will gradually
decline and eventuully pernish. See Note D.
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to the transaction. A respectfol observance of Sunday, which 1x
peculiarly a Christian institution, is required by the laws of nearly
all, perhaps of all the respective States.* My couclusion, then, is
sustained by the documents which gave rise to our colomal settle-
ments, by the records of our colonal history, by our Coustitutions
of government made during and since the Revolution, by the
laws of the respective States, and finally by the uniform practice
which has existed under them.t Manifold more authoritics and
illnstrations might have been given, if such a course had been con-
sistent with the hmits which it was necessury to preseribe to
myself on this oceasion.  Bat the sabject is too unportant to be
brought to a close without soine further ohservations.

Ist. We cunnot too much adinire the wisdom digplaved by the
American people 1n establishing such a rclation between the
Christian religion and their political institutions.  T'o have abolish-
ed Christianity, or to have shewn indiffercnce to its sacred nature
and claims tn tframing their political institutions, wounid have been
committing a grcat national sin. It weald have been, also, to
forget the Divine waruning, that “except the Lord butid the house,
they labour n vain that bald 11, To have given a lega! prefor-
ence to uny onc form of Christiamty over anotiier, wouid Liave been
to depart froin the usare of primitive times, and to sanetion abuses
to which it was no longer necessary to adhere.  To have refused
to others the free exercise of their religion, whatever tins might
be, wonld have beenlliberal and at variance with thie spirit of the
age.y They wisely chose the middle course ;—the only course in

* « All the Statea of the Union, 1 believe, (twenty-three of them certainly,) by
explicit legislative epactments, acknowledge and declare the religions authority of Nun-
day.”-Sprech of Mr. Frelinchuysen of Neiw-Jorsey, in the Senate of the United States, 8th
Mayu, 1830, t See Note F. ¥ Psalm 127, 1.

§ The Constitution of 8. Carolina, contains thir provision ; *“The free exercise and
enjoyment of religious profession and worship, with. .ut discrimination or preference,
shall. forever hereafier, be allowed within this State to all mankind : Prorided, that the
liberty of couscience therehy declared, shall not be sn construed as to excuse acts of
licentionsness, or justify practices inconsistent with the peace or sufety of this Nrate.”
The Constitutions of New-York, of the dates both of 1777 und 1821 coutain this same
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tact warranted by Seriptare, by expervience and by primitive usage.
They rightly considered thewr religion as the highest of all their
interests,* and refused to render it in any way or in anv degree,
subject to governmental interference or regulations.  "Thus, while
all others enjoy full protection in the profession of their opintons
and practice, Christtamty is the established? religion of the nation,
its institutions and usages are sustained by legal sanctions, and
manv of them are incorporated with the fundamental law of the

country.g

provision, and s it appears to he (requently misunderstood, the author adds Ch. J. Kent's
expos<ition of 1t, coutained in 8 Johusaon, 296.  He speaks of it thus :=* This declaration
(noble and magnanimous as it is, when duly understood) never meant to withdraw
religion in general, and with it the best sanctions of moral and social obligation, from
1l consideration and notice of the law. It will be fully satisfied by a free and universal
toleration, without any of the tests, di-abilities or discriminations, incident to a religious
establishment.  To construe it as breaking down the common law barriers against licen-
tious, wanton and impous attacks upon Christianity itself, would be an enormous
perversion of itx meaning.”  The proviso, continues he, guards the article from such
dangerous latitude of construction when 1t declares, that ¢« “the liberty of conscience hereby
aranted, (declared) shall not be so construed us to excuse acts of licentiousness. or justifv
practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of this State.” " ¢ The proviso is a
species of commentary upon the meaning of the article. The framers of the Constita-
tion intended only to banish test oaths, disubilities and the bu:thiens and sometimes the
oppressions of Church establishments; and to secure to the people of this State, freedom
from coereion, und an equality of right on the subject of religion. This was no doubt the
consumimation of their wishes. It was all that reasonable minds could require and it had
long been a favourite object, on both sides of the Atlantic, with some of the most erlight-
enzd fuends to the nights of munkind, whose indignation had been roused by infringe.
meats of the liberty of conscience, and whose zeal was inflamed in the pursuit of its
enjoyment.’’

* The great interesta of a country may be ranked thus :-=1. Its religious and mora)
interests. 2. Tle peace of the country both in regard to [oreign enemies and internal

convulstons, 3. The ntellectual interests, or the interests of education. 4. The

r -
L L. L L o
llhh““ltll-, :ﬂtnr“th_

t The tenn “established” 1s here used as well as at p. 11, in its usual and not 1n 1ta
legal or technical sense, see p. 13.

¢ ¢ Letus not forget the religivus character of our origin. Our fathers were brought
hither by their high veneraticn for the Christian religion. They journeyed by its light
and laboured in its hope.  They souzht 1o incorporate its principles with the elements
of therr socicty, and to diffuse its influence through all their institutions, civil, political or
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2, The doctrine against which I am contending ; to wit, that
Christianity has no connexion with our civil Constitutions of gov-
ernment, 1s onc of those which admit of heing tested by the absurd
and dangerous conscquences to which they iead. It cannot be
disguised, that a geueral belief, that Christianity 1s to receive no
recard and no countenance from our civil institutions, must tend
to degrade it and to destroy its influence among the community.
It has Intherto been believed, that Christian morals, Christian
sentimeits, and Christian principles ought to form the basis of' the
education of our youth; but this belief catnot continue to prevail,
if the opinmion in question shall once become general. It has
litherto been supposed, that our judges, our legislators, and our
statesmen ought to be influenced by the spirit, and bound by the
sanctions of Christianity, both in their publicand private conduct;
but no censure can be rightfully attached to them for refusing to
comply, if nothing of this kind is required by the cominisions under
which they act, and from which their authority is derived. If the
community shall ever become convinced, that Christianity is not
entitled to the sustaining aid of the civil Constitntions and law of
the country, the outposts of the citadel will have been taken, and
its adversaries may successfully proceed in thewr work of under-
mining and destroving it.  In this couniry, where the anthority
of law is comparatively feeble, every enterprise must be accom-
plished by influencing public opinion ; and the strength of public
opinion s irresistible and foverwlwlming. In fact, under a belict,
that such a conviction has been wrought in the public mind, the
adversaries of Christianity have begun to break new ground against
it ; and this too with renewed confidence of ultimate success. It
is announced from stations usually supposed to be entitled to re-
spect and confidence, that the Seriptures of the New Testament
expressly forbid all prayving i puistic j-that the Christian Clergv

{verary. Let us cherish these sentiments, aud extend this influence still more widely ; in
the full conviction, that that is the happiest society, which partakes in the highest degree

of the mild und peareable spirit of Christianity.”—Welster’'s Discourse at Plymouth, p. 54.
Hee Note F.
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are an unnecessary and useless order of men ;—and that the setting
apart of Sunday, is not authorized 1 any part of the Christian
dispensation.  These are novel and sweeping assertions, and thesy
have already heen repeated so often, that they sound less harsh
than they once did, 1n the ears of cur community. Those who
attempt to impose such assertions upon us, must calculate wath
much confidence, either on our willingness to be deceived, or on
our having too little acquaintance with the subject to detect their
mistakes, or on our feeling too much imdifterence to our religion
to take an interest in refuting them.  Who helieves, that without
an order of men to admmmster the sacraments, to illustrate the
doctrines and enferce the duties of Christianity, without publie
worshin, and without the general and respeciful observance of
Sanday, there wounld be the least vestige of religion among us at
the cod of haif a century.  As well might we expect the preser-
vation of public order and civil obedience m the community, it our
laws were perontted to remain n the statute-book, without a
Judiciary to explain their iport, or an Executive to enforce therr
observance.

3. Let us not forget what is historically true, that Christianity
has been the chief instrument by which the nations of Christen-
dom have risen superior to all other nations ;--but if its influence
18 once destroved or impaired, society instead of advancing, must
infallibly retrograde.  'This superiority of the nations of Christen-
dom is a fact, and as such can only be aceounted for by assigning
an adequate cause.  With whatever justice other lands and
nations may he estimated,” says Heeren,* ¢ it cannot be dcnied
that the noblest and best of every thing, which man has produced,
sprung up or at least ripened, on European soil.  Inthe multitude,
variety, and beauty of their natural productions, Asia and Africa
far surpass Europe ; but in every thing which is the work of man,
the nations of Europe stand far above those of the other conti-
nents. It was among thein” continues he, “that by making mar-

" Politicsof Aucient Greece, translated by Mr. Bancroft, p. 1.
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riage the union of but two individuals, domestic society obtained
that form without which so many parts of our nature could never
have been cnnobled j—and it was chiefly and almost exclusively
among them, that such constitutions were fraimed, as are suited to
nations who have become conscious of their richts. If Asia,
during all the changes of its exteunsive empires, docs but shew the
continuerd reproduction of despotism, it was on Lluropean soil that
the germ of political freedom unfolded itself, and under the most
various forms, in <o many parts of the same, bore the noblest fraits
which again were transplanted from thence to other parts of the
world.”  These remarks, though applied by the author to Europe
only, have respect equally to the descendants of Europeans on
this side of the Atlantic. 'They are true of all Christian nations.
These golden fruits are what Christianity has produced, and they
have been produced by no other religion.  If, then, we permtt this
chief cause of all our choicest blessings to be destroyed or
counteracted in its cffects; what can we expeet from the dealings
of a righteous Providence, but the destiny of a people who have
rejected the counsel of God against themselves ¢ If we refuse
to be instructed by the Divine assurance, we shall be nade to feel
by the intensity of our sufferings, ¢“that rvigchteousness exalteth a
nation, and that sin 1= a reproach to any people.”

4. No nation on earth, 15 more dependent than our own, for its
welfare, on the preservation and general belief and influence of
Christianity among us. Peérhaps there has never been a nation
composed of men whose spirit 1s more high, whose aspirations
after distinction a:f more keen, and whose passions are mnore
strong than those @vhich reign in the breasts of the American
people. These are encouraged and strengthened by our systems
of education, by the unlimited field of enterprise which 13 open to

all; and more especially by the great inheritance of civil and

religious freedom, which has descended to us from our ancestors.
It is too manifest, therefore, to require illustration, that m a great

* Luke vu. 30.
3
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nation thus higl: spirited, enterprising and free, public order must
be maintained by some principle of very peculiar energy and
strength ;-by some principle which will touch the springs of human
sentiment and action. Now there are two ways, and two ways
only by which men can be governed in society ; the one by physi-
cal force ; the other by religious and moral principles pervading
the community, guiding the conscience, enlightening the reason,
softening the prejudices, and calming the passions of the multitude.
Physical force is the chief instrument by which mankind bave
herctofore heen governed ; but this always has been, and 1 trust
will always continue to be inapplicable in onr case. My trust,
however, in this respect, springs entirely from a confidence, that
the Christian religion will continue as heretofore to exert upon us,
its tranquilizing, purifying, elevating and controlling eflicacy. No
power less efficacious than Christianity, can permanently maintain
the public tranquillity of the country, and the authority of law.*
We must be a Christian nation, if we wish to continue a free
nation. We must make our election :~to be swaved by ¢he gentle
reign of moral and Christian principle, or ultimately, if not soon,
by the 1won rod of arbitrary swav.

Nor will it be suflicient for any of us to say, that we have not
becn active participators in undermining and destroying our reli-
gion ;—=we cannot escape crime, i it shall be destroyed by our
neslect or indifference. The guilt of niations which have never
been evangchzed, for not rendering to Jehoval the glovy due to his
name, must be very much palliated by their ignorance 5 which i,
in some respects, and in a considerable deg

how can we escaye, if we neglect, or abuse,

¢, mvincible.  But

al to improve the
Christian inheritance which hiis come down to us {from our fathers,
and wiiich 1t cost them such sacrifices to acquirve.  llave we for-
gotten the saying of our Saviour, that the dammation of Sodom,
in the day of judgment, will be tolerable when compared with the
sufferings which will, on that day, be nflicted upon Capernaumn.

* Nee Note GG.
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which had been exalted to heaven by being made the scene of his
miracles, but which stiil persisted in its 1mpenitence ?* In the
Divine administration, then, the principle applies to nations, as
well as to individuals, that thehr punishment will be severe 1n pro-
poition to the advantages which they have neglected to 1mprove,
and the blessings which they have undervalued and despised. If;
therefore, Christianity is permitted to decline among us, we can-
not fold our arms in silence and be free from all personal respon-
sibility. Asa citizen of our comnunity, no man can escape crim-
inality, if' he believes in the truth of Christianity, and still, without
making resistance, sees its influence undermined and destroyed.

We arc accustomed to rejoice in the ancestry from which we
are descended, and well we may, for our ancestors were illustrious
men. One of the colonial governors said 1n 1692, ¢ God sifted a
whole nation, that he might send choice grain over into this wil-
derness.”t And the present Lord Chancellor of Great Britain
has thus spoken of them :—*T'he first settlers of all the coloniesy
says he, were men of irrepreachable characters. Many of them
fled from persecution ; others on account of an honorable poverty;
and all of them with their expectations limited to the prospect of
a bare subsistence in freedom and peace.  All idea of wealth or
pleasure was out of the question.  'The greater part of them view-
ed their emigration as a taking up of the cross, and bounded their
hopes of riches to the gifts of the spirit, aud their ambition to the
desire of a kingdom beyondrthe grave. A set of men more con-
scientious 1n their dotngs, or sumole in their manners, never found-
ed any Commonwealtn. it iy, indeed, continues he, the peculiar
glory of North Ameriea, that with very few exeeptioas, its empire
was originally founded in charity and peace.”;y They were, in
truth, men who feared God and knew no other fear.§

In no respect, therctore, were these illustrious rien so peculiar,
for no trait of character were they so distinguished, as for th

* Natthew xi. 23. t Am. Q. R. No. xviii. p. 127,
t Broughamn's Col. Pol. vol i. p. 39.
§ Je crains Cieu, cher Abner, et n’ai point d’antre craintc.—Lacine.
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strength of their religious principles.  The perlous enterprise in
which thev wore engaged, was chiefly a religious enterpiize.  To
enjov their relicion according to the dictates of their oiwn con-
setonces, and to effect the conversion of the native Indians,* we
have seen, were the great objects of their toils and sufierings.
The vrinciples which supplied them with the high motives irom
which they acted, were perseveringly tanght to their children, and
aided by their own bright example, became the vitul sentient of
the new communities which they founded. What must iave been
the strength of the conviction of Christian T'ruth in the American
mind, when the popular names of ranklint and of Jctterson
among its adversaries, have not been able much to unpair its influ-
ence. May Christianity, elear and convineing ns she is 1 her
evidences, pure in her doctrines, conservative in her moral influ-
enees, imperishable in her destiny, the last consolation of those
who have outlived all earthly hopes, and the last restraint of thosc
who are above all earthly fear, continue, with her benign reign, to
bless our country, to the end of time, the crowning glory of the
Anierican name.j

The conspiracy formed in Europe to destroy Christianity in the
last century, has been overthrown and put to shame on that con-
tinent, by the overwhelming convalsions, distress and ruin brought
upon its guilty nations, through the dissemination of its destructive
priuciples.§ In the whirlwind and stormm of this mighty moral
tempest, its seeds were wafted to our shores. T'hey have taken
root in our land, and we are threatened with their pestilential
fruit in disastrous plenty. Infidelity advanced at first in this
country with cautious steps, and put on the decorous garb of' ra-
tional and philosophical enquiry ;5 until at length, having examined
its ground and prepared 1ts way, it has assumed the attitude of
open and uncompromising hostility to every form and every degree
of the Christain fiuth.

* Note 1L t Note L. + Noie K.
$ Mr, Macauley’s S8pccch in House of Commons, April 17th, 1813.
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Our regard tor the eivil inheritance beaueathed us by our fathers,
Icads us to guard it with the most jesious viiunee.  And suall
we permit our religious inheritanee, which in their esbination was
of still hicher value and is of infinitely more enduring interest,
to be taken from us without a strugele? Are we not convinced,
that if our religion is once undermined, it will be succeeded by a
decline of public and private morals, and by the destriction of
those high and noble qualities of charaeter, tor which as a commu-
nity we have been so mueh distinguished ¥ Christianity, in its
integrity, will never perish : the gates of lell, shall never prevail
aguinst the Churchof God.t  But it bas perished and may perish
again in particular distriets of country. Are we accustonied to
reflect on the consequences of a decline of the influenee of Chris-
tianity among us, and alonz with it, of public and private morals ?
And on the other hand, are we sensible of the consequences which
must attend the introduction and genceral behief of the infidel sys-
tem inour land? 'The Christian and nfidel systems have been
long known in the world, and their opposite moral effects on man-
kind, have been manitested by the most wnple experience. A
tree 18 not more uncequivocally known by its fruit, than are these
two systems by the results which they have respectively produced.
What has Christianity done for the nattons which have embraced
it ¢ It has done much, very much. It has diminished the horrors
of war. The spirit of ancient war, was a relentless and sanguin-
ary vengecance, which knew not how to be satisfied but by the
destruction of its victim. Thisfell spirit has in a goodly measure,
been softencd in the conduct of modern wartarc. It has meliorat-
ed the calamitous lot of captives. Anciently, death, slavery, or
an enormous ransom, was their customary doom every where;
and this still continues to be the case in all countries not Christian.
And when Christian principles, motives and feelings shall have
become universal, “glory to God in the hichest, and on earth

* Note L. t Matthew xvi. 18.
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peace, xood will towards men,” will umversally prevail.* In ar-
hitrary covernments, it has relaxed the stern rigour of despotic
swav. It has suppressed infanticide. It has secured the life and
hmbs of the slave against the caprice or passion of a tyrannical
master. The frequent periodical recurrence of a Day of Rest,
has elevated the character and meliorated thie state of the lubour-
ing classes of every Christian country. 1t has restored the wife
froin a condition of humihintion and servitude, to be the companion,
the associate, the confidential adviser and friend of the husband.
It has restored marriage to the standard ovdained ¢ at the begin-
mng,”’t the indissoluble union of two individuals, called by St. Paul
a great mysterv symbolical of the spiritual umon between Christ
and Ins Churelr 5 and has thus furnished the enly reasonable secu-
rity for domestie tranquilhity, and the sutable nurture and educa-
tion of cluldren.  Under ats mfluence, the combats of gladiators,
the impunties of superstitions rites, and unnatural vieces, are no
longer wolerated.  The poor, the sick and the forsaken, are rehev-
ed by the numecerous hospitals and asylums which are provided in
all countries in which 1ts authority is acknowledged.  Morcover,
it has been cinefly mstrumental i rendering the nations of” Chris-
tendom superior in virtue, telhgence and power, to all the other
nations of the carth.  Nov are we to estimate its principal benefits
by what is visible.  “'The Kingdom of God cometh not with ob-
servation ; it does not consist infexternal splendour ; its chief in-
flucnce 1s unscen, renewing and sanctifying the hearts of the
multitude who throng the obscure and humble walks of life.  Aeain,
what has Christianity done for our own nation 7 The answer is
once more ; much, very much. It was the moving cause which
led our ancestors to transfer themselves to these shores, and to

procure for us the fair inheritance which we now enjoy. It was

* Milton says ;-
‘“* He shal} ascend
‘*'The throne hereditary, and bound his reign
‘““With earth’s wide bounds, his glory with the heavens.™

t Matthew xix. 4-0.
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an intimate and practical acquaintance with the doctrines, history
and spirit of Christianity, which imparted to thein that entire de-
nendence on God, that unhesitating confidence in the protection of
his Providence, that deep conviction of his favour, and thosc com-
manding moral virtues which shone in their lives with so resplen-
dent a lustre. Especially it is to Christianity, that we are indebt-
cd for the steady self-control, and power of habitually subjecting
our passions to the sway of reason and conscience, which have
preserved us to this day, a free and a united people. May the
future historian never record of us, that becoming wise above what
1s written, and forsaking the paths of our pious forefathers, we
brought the judgments of Ileaven upon our guilty land, and were
made to drink to the dregsof the cup of national humiliation and
shame. And what has Christianity done for us personally? The
answer 1s not only much, very much, but every thing. Ininfancy
it may very possibly have saved us from death by exposure ; no
uncommon fate wherever Christianity has not prevailed. Born,
as we were by nature, children of wrath, she received us by bap-
tism into the fold of Christ, and made us heirs of the promises,
the hopes and the consolations of the Gospel. Seusibly alive to
the transitory nature of all human connexions, and the tnstability
of all earthly prospects, she provided sureties, who, in case of the
demise or defuult of our natural guardians, might feel then -clves
responsible for fitting us to receive the Christian inheritauee, to
which we were admitted in frospect, by baptism. On ariiving at
years of discretion, she confirmed us in the privileges of eur high
estate ; and as we journey onward in the thorny path of lile, she
feeds us with “that bread which came down from leaver.” res-
cues us from temptation, strengthens us amid our infirmitics, and
ammates our weary steps by the kind voice of enconrasement.
Audedand animated by her divine guidance, when we shall come
to the end of our path, we shall not be overwhelmed with tearful
apprehensions. We shall contemplate the solitude of the srave
without dismay. She will not leave us within its narrow and ionely
precincts. She will guide and sustain us through the dark vallev
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of the shadow of death, and will bring us to mansions of immor-
taiity and glory.  Aud what bas the nfidel system to give us m
exchange for the Chnistian promises, hopes, virtues, consolations
and fina:l inheritance wlich it destroys 7 What has it done for
those who have embraced 1t 7 And in case we embrace it, what
cffects may it be expected to produce on our national destinies, on
our domestic tranqguillity, on ourselves personaliy, and ‘“on all
cstates ana orders of men 7 We can have uo difliculty in an-
swerlng these questions ;—we have the oracular voice of the ex-
pericnce of the last half century.  These will be the hurthen of
its teachings, the fruit of its instructions. By cexeluding a Supreme
Being, a superintending Providence, and a future state of rewards
and punishments, as much as possible, from the minds of men, 1t
will destroy all sense of moral responsibility 5 for, the lively im-
pression of an omnipresent Ruler of the Universe and a strong
sense of moral obligation, have, i the history of imankind, always
accompanicd each other ; and whenever the former has been weak-
oncd, it has never failed to be followed by a corresponding moral
declension.  Now what 1s to preserve an hahitual reverence for
Almighty God in the public mind, if the institution of public wor-
ship ever comes to be disregarded, if the Christian Ministry shall
be rendered edious in the eves of the community, if the observ-
ance of Sunday shall be generally neglected, andaf the Seriptures
shall be brought nto general discredit 7 Yet with just such a
state of things we are threatened.  Let us not refuse to look at
the real naturve of the cuxe.  'The fact 1s, that a man’s sensc of
dutv, his moral sensibility, 1s the conservative element of Jus char-
acter 3 and no man can receive so great an injary hunsclfy or in-
flict ¢o great a calamity on apothier, as the impairing or the des-
truction of this grand princple.  Of all unpromising indications
in  youth, is not inscnsihility to moral considerations, the most
decisive and unequivocal 7 When the sense of duty s extinguish-
ed in an individual, he beecomes @ burthen to himselt” and a nui-
aance to others, the sport of every wind of caprice and passion.
From infecting individuals, a moral tuint soon comes to infect a
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nation, which nnw becomes, in the natyral srder of a descending
cotnrse, the theatre of every crime which can degrade individuals,
disturb society and brutalize mankind. In such a commumty, all
the virtues which procure respect and esteem, and still more, those
which elevate and adorn society, must decline and perish.  The
security of society depends on the conviction which we habitually
feel, that those among whom we dwell, are governed in their con-
duct by humanity, justice, moderation, kindness, integrity and good
faith.  When these main pillars of moral and social order are over-
thrown, general confidence between man and man must be ex-
changed for umversal suspicion, every individual will be seized wath
apprehension and terror, the mild authority of law must cease 1ts
rcien, and the dark and fearful passions of selfishness, lust and
revenge break forth with unbridled violence and fury. Daring the
last half century, where are the aclhievements of the infidel system
to be seen, but in the ruin of hundreds of thousands of estimable
families, unexampled distress of nations, general anarchy and con-
vulsions, and in the devastation of much of the tairest portion of
the earth. Encouragement of the infidel system among us, will
dissolve all the moral ties which unite men in the bonds of suciety.
Circumvention and fraud will come to be esteemed wisdom, the
sacred mystery of “plighted troth’ will be langhed to scorn, wise
forbearance will be accounted pusilanunity, an enlightened prac-
tical benevolence will be supplanted by a supreme regard to self-
gratification and an insensil;ility to the weltare of othier men, the
disregard of Almighty God will be equal{ed only by a correspond-
g contempt of mankﬁic’: ‘pﬁi‘songﬂ ag&;?aﬁﬁl‘acwm&il‘l‘lﬁ buﬂ;m‘j
stituted for Jove of country, social order and public security will
be subverted by treason and vidlence —th&se; and all thesashave

heen, and ’rﬁaj a.gzi"ip heghe fg‘u'{ts of the i,nﬁdel:qstem.*

& 5y ¢

. Guu\'eme.ur;&!ﬂ”iﬂ regided in France during the first part of the Revolution, and in
a letter to Prosidoft \Vﬁshi’ngtﬁﬁ?dated Paris, April™9, 1789, he thug apegks of ghe state
of morals.

\ : :
. @ 'Wvery e «utter prostration of morals ; but thi i-
¥ Bery e ONGe thgigher i an ter but this general posi
Linn can never convey to an Ame‘r&an miud the degree of depravity. It is not by any.

1
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Finally, let us 1n the strength of Almighty God, cling with fresh
earnestness and new resolution to our rehigion, as to the last an-
chor of our hope and safety. ¢ [t is not a vain thing for us, 1t 18
our hfe.”” [t is our only imperishable treasure. In it are com-
prised, at once, the great causes of peace, of virtue. of mtelhgence,
of freedom, of good govermnent and of human happiness.

figure of rhetorie, or force of language, that the idea can be communicated. A hundred
anecdotes and a hundred thousand exumples, are required to shew the extreme rottenness
of every member. There are men and women who are greatly and eminently virtuous.
I have the pleasure to number many in iny acquaintance ; but they stand forward from
a back ground deeply and darkly shaded. It is, however, from such crumbling matter,
that the great edifice of freedom is to be erected here.  Perhaps, like the stratum of rock,
which is spread under the whole sarface of their country, it may harden when exposed
to the air, hut it secmns quite as likely that it witl fall and crosh the builders. ] own to
your thai I ain not without such apprehensions, for there 18 one fatal principle which per-
vades afl ranks.  1tis, perfect inditterence to the violation of engagements. Inconsis-
tency is =0 usngled in the blood, marrow and very esseuce of this people, that when a
man of Ligh rank and importauce laughs to-day ut whut he seriously asserted yesterday,
it 1« conadered as in the natural order of things. Consistency 1s a pbenomenon.”’~Life
by Sparf;.ﬁ, vol. 1. p. 03,

Again, p. 2505, under date December 21, 1792, ¢ the morals, or rather the want of
morals, in this country, places every one at his ease. He may be virtuous if he pleuses.
but there is no necessity either to be or to appearso. The open contempt of religion, also,

cannot but be offensive to all sober minded men!’
For the best expositions of the character of modern infidelity, see Dr. Dwight's Sermons

on Jahidelity.—Burke's Reflections on the Revolution in France, works, vol. iii.—Letters
on France and England, published in the American Review, 1811 and 18i2.--Rev.

R. Hall’'s Sermion on Ephesians, u. 12




NOTES.

A |_Pﬂgﬂ 9.

As the documents here referred to are not easily obtained, it may be useful to subjoin
further quotations,

The aim of the crown and of the Colonists in planting Connecticut, is still more strongly
expressed than in the ca<e of Massachusetts. 'The General Axsembly of the colony are
instructed to govern the people, *‘so as their good life and orderly conversation may win
and invite the natives of the country to the knowledge and obedience of the only true
God and Saviour of mankind and the Christian faith + which in our royal inteutions and
the adventurers’ free profession, is the enly and principal end of this plantation.”  (Almon.
p 30.) Thesame declaration under considerable varistions. is contained in nearly ail
the colonial charters. In the Rhode Island charter, at p. 39 of Almon,—Virginia, p. 93.~
Maryland, pp. 115 125.—For the Carolina charters, see Trott’s Lawa, vol. i. pp. xxi. xxxiii.
In the Virginia Charter of 1609, it is said, moreover, that * it shall be necessa.y for all
such as shall inhabit within the precinets of Virginia, to determine to live together in the
fear and true worship of Almighty God, Christinn peace and civil quietness :”-——and that
‘‘the principal effect which we (the crown) can desite or expect of this action, (1. e.the
granting of this charter) is the conversion and reduction of the people 1 those parts unto
the true worship of God and Christian religion.””  (Almon. pp 1. Y2.)

The preamble to the celebrated aticles of confederation between the colonies of Macsa-
chusetts, New-Plymonth, Connecticot and New-1laven, dated 1643, declares, that  wee
all came into these parts of America with one and the same end and ayme, namely, to
advaunce the kingdome of our Lotd Jesus Christ, and to enjoy the liberties of the Gospell
in puritie with peace ;”’-and Art. 2d. assigns one object of the lengue to be, ¢ for preserueing
and propagateing the truth and liberties of the Gospell ' (2 Hazard, p.1.) A passage
from the tnstractions of the N. E. Company in ¥Fingland, to John Fndicott, dated April
1629, speaks thus :=*‘and for that the propagating of the Goaple is the thinge wee do pro-
fess aboue all to be onr ayme in setling this Plantacon. wee haue bin carefull to make
plentifull provision of Godly Ministers, by whiose faithfull preachinge, Godly conversacon
and exemplarv Lyfe, wee trust not only those of our owne Nation, will be built vp in the
Knowledge of God, but also the Indians may, in God's appointed tyme, be reduced to the
obedyence of the Gosple of Christ,” &c. Afier mentioning their names und some par-
ticulars respecting them, the instructions proceed thus :-* For the manuner of the exercis-
ing their Ministrie, and teaching both our owne People and the Indians, wee leave that
to themselves, hoping they will make God's Word the Rule of their Accons, and mutually
agrecinthe discharge of theirduties: andbecause theirdoctrine will hardly bee well esteemn-
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ed whose perrons are not reverenced, we desire that both by your owne example, and by
contnanding all othersto doe the hike, our Ministers may receive duve Bovor.”"=1 4 o:ard,
pp. 2506, 207 . ~Further illustrations on the subjeet of this note n:uy be seen in 1 Hazard,
O. 22 103, 117, 134, 145, 151, 155, 160, 184 203. 259, 300.—~For the ('ommssions

of Columbus. John Cabot and his <ons, Jacques Quartier., &c see 1 Hazard, 1 9. 10, &c.
The value of thi< note cannot fail to be enhanced. if the anthor subjoins the sentiments

and views of Columbus when he entered upon his adventurous enterprise.  The materials
are prepared to lus hands.

Mr. Irving says, *one of the great objectsheld out by Columbus in his undertaking, was
the propagation of the Christian faith,  He expected to arrive at the extremity of Awia, at
the vast and magnificent empire of the Grand Khan. He eontemplated that, by means
of hisdiscovery, an immediate intercourse might be opened with this immense empire,
that the whole might speedily be biought into subjection to the Church : and thus, as had
been foretold in Holy Writ, the lizht of revelation might be extended to the remotest ends
of the earth.”  The Queen. ulso, was filled with pious zeal at the idea of eflecting such
a great work of salvation.  He opens the journal of his first voyage by saying. that their
Majesties of Spain (Ferdinand and Tsabella) determined to send him to the parts of
India, to see the princes, people and lands, and to discover the nsture aud disposition of
them #ll, and the means to be taken for the conversion of them to the Holy Faith.  fuhis
will, moreover, Columbas enjoined an his son 1hego, or whoever might inherit after him,
“lo spate no paing 1 having and maintaiping in the Istand of Hispansola, four good pro-
frecors of theology. to the end and aim of their studying and Jabouring to convert to our
Holy Faith the inhabitants of the Indias ;-and, continues he, in proportion ng by God’s
will. the revenue of the estate shall inerease, in the same degree, shall the number of
teachers and devout persons increase, who are to strive to make Christians of the natives;

in attaining which no expense shiould be thought too great.-Life of Columbus, vol.1. pp.
103. 104. 118, —vol. 1. p. 412,

B.—-Pﬂgﬂ 12-

Some further guotations are made for the benefit of those whe may not have a copy of
the American Constitutions at hand,

Constitution of Muassachuselts, Part i. Art. 3.—*As the happiness of a people, and the
good order and preservation of civil governiment, essentially depend upon pety, religion
and morality ; and as these cannot be geaerally diffused through the community, but by
the wstitution of a public worship of God, and of publie tnstitutions (instructions) in piety,
religion and morality ; therefore, to promote their happiness, and o secure the good order
and preservation of their government, the people of this Commonwealth have a right to
invest their Legislature with power to authorize and requite, and the Legislature shall,
fron time to time. aathortze and require the several towns, parishes, precincts, and other
bodies politic, or religious societies, to mike suitable provision. at their own expense, for
the institution of the public worship of God, and for the support and maintenance of
public Protestant teachers of piety, religion and morality, in all cases, where such provis-
10n shall not be made voluntarily.

And the people of the Commonwealth have alzs a right to. and do, invest their Legis»
lature with authority to enjoin upon all the subjects, an attendance upon the instructione
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of the public teachers, as aforesnid, at stated times and seasnns, if their be any one whose
inatruetions they can conscientionsly and conveniently attend.  All moneys paid by the
subject to the support of public worship. and of the public teachers aforesnid. shall, if he
require it. be uniformly applied to the support of the publie teacher or teichers of hisown
religions sect oy denumination. provided there be any, on whose instructions he attends ;
otherwise, it may be paid towards the support of the teacher or teachers of the parish or
precinet in which the said moneys are raised. And every denmmuination of Christians,
demeaning themselves peaceably, and as good subjects of the Commonweaith, shall be
equally under the protection of the law; and no sabordination of any sect or denomina-
tion to anather, shall ever be established by law."”  Partii. Ch. v, Sce. i, Art. 1.—* Where.
as onr wise and pious ancestors so early as the vear 1636, Iaid the foundation of Harvard
College, in which University many persons of great eminence have, by the blessing of
God. been initinted into those arts and sciences which qualified them for public employ-
ments, both in Charch and State ; and where«s the encourngement of arts und sciences,
and all good literature, tends to the homor of God, the adrvantsge of the Christian religion,
and the great benafit of this and the other United States of Awerica, it 15 declared that
the President and fellows of' Harvard College,” & c.

New- Hampshire.—The Constitution of thiz State contains provisions, in regard to the

Christian Religion, substantially the same with those just quoted from the Constitution of \

Massachusetts, except so far as these relate to Haivard University,  See p. 12, The Con-
stitutions of Vermont and Rhode Island have heeg sufliciently quoted.  See pp. 9. 11

Connecticut, Art. 7 Sec, 1.—¢ It being the duty of all men to worship tiie Supreme
Being, the great Creator and Preserver of the universe, and their right to render thut wor-
<hip tn the mode most consistent with the dictates of their consciences ; no person shall,
by law, be compelled to join or support, nor be classed with, or associuted to, any congre-
gation, church, or religtous association. But every person now belonging to such congre-
gation, church or religious associativn, =hall remain a member thereof, until he shall have
separated himself therefrom, in the manner hercinafter provided. And each and every
society or deaomination of Christians in thig Statz, shall have and enjoy the same and
equal powers, rights, and privileges: and shall have power and aothority to support and
maintain the ministers or teachers of thetr respective denominatious, and to huild and
repair houses for public worship, by a tax on the members of any such soctety enly, to be
laid by a major voteof the legal votery assembled at any society meeting, warned and held
according to law, or in any other manner.”

New-Jersey.—The Constitution of this State declares, ( 411.xix.) *‘ that there shall be no
establishment of any one religious =ect in this province (this constitution was formed in
1770.) 1n preference to another, and that no protestant inhabitant of this colony shall be
denied the enjoyment of any civil right, merely on account of his religious prineiples;
but that all persons professing a belief in the faith of any protestant sect who shall demean
themsclves peaceably under the government, as hereby established, shali be capable of
beiug elected into any office of profit or trust, or being a member of either branch of the
Legislature, and shall fully and freely enjoy every privilege aud immunity enjoyed by
others their fellow subjects.”

Maryland.--The declaration of rights savs, (Ar¢ xxxiil.) * that as it is the duty of every
maan to warship God in such maaner as he thinks most acceptible to ki, all persoas pro-
fessing the Christian religion are equally entitled to protection in their religious liberty,"
And again, ( Art. xxxv.) “that no other test or qualification ought to be required, on admis-

|
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stun to any oftice of trust o1 profit than such oath of support and tidelity to this State, and
such oath of office, as shall be directed by this Convention or the Legislature of this State,
and a declaration of belief in the Christian relizion.”  See also p. 12.

North-Carolina in her Constitution ( Arl. xxxii.) savs, *‘that no person who shall deny
the being of 2 God. or the truth of the Protestant religion, or the divine suthority of either
the Old or New Testament, or shall hold relizious prineiples incompatible wiih thie freedom
and safety of the Siate, shall be capable of holding any offic~, or place of trust or profit, in
the civil department within this State.”

So far ax these quotations make any distinetion between denominations of Christians,
the anthor does not conenr with thewm. but they econclusively shew, that the constitutions
from which they are taken, uncquivocally sustain the Christian religion.

€ —Pagell, 13.

In Art, 7th of the Constitution of the United States, that instrument 18 said to have been
framed, ' by the unanimons eansent of the States present, the seventeenth day of Seprem-
ber, in the year of our Lord. 1757 and of the indep-ndence of the United States of Ame-
rica, the twelfili.”  In the clause printed in [talic letters, the word Lord means the Lord
Jesus Christ, and the word our preceding it, ref -ra back to the cammenci.g words of the
Constitution; to wit, ** \We the peaple of the United States.”  The phrase. then, our Lard,
making a patt of the dating of the Consutution wheo compared with the commeacing
clause, contains a distinet recogaition of the authority of Christ, and of course, nf his reli-
gion by the people of the ["nited States,  Tius conclusion is sound, whatever theory we
may e:nbrace in regard to the Constitution ;—whether we consider it as having been rati-
fied by the people of the United States in thie aggregate, or by States, and whether we
ook up.n the Unton in the nature of a government, a eompact or a league. The date of
the Constitution 1= twofold (=it i» fii=t dated by the birth of our lord Jesus Christ; and
then by the Indepeudence ofthe United Stitesof Ainenca.  Aay migument whiech should
he supposed to prove, that the anthority of Christianity is not recognized by the people of
the United States in the fiist ode, would equally prove that the Independence of the
United States is not recogni<ed by them in the second mode.  The fact iv, that the Advent
of Chrivt and the [ndependence of the country, are the two events in which of all others,
we are mnst interested; the former in comuton with adl mankind. and the latter as the Birth
of our Natiwn. 'Thivtwaolold mode, therefore, of dating so solemun an instrument, was sin-
galarly appropuate and becomiag. The Articles of Contederation are dated in tie same
twofold way,

Agam, in Art. 1, See. 7, c. 2 of the Constitation of the United States, provision is made,
that, ** tf any hil shall not be returne:d by the President within ten days ( Sundays except-
ed) after it shall have been presented to hin, the same shyll be a law in like manner as if
he had signed it, unless the Congress by their adjournment prevent its return; in which
ease it shull not he a law.””  [u adopting this provision, it was clearly presamed by the
people. that the President of the United States would not employ hinsell in publie husi-
ne s on Sunday. There is no other way of explaining the fuet, that in the case contemns
plated, they have giver him ten business days, during which he may consider a bill and
prepare higobjections toat.  The people hiad bean acenstomed o pay special respect to Sun-
day from the fust settlement of the country. They assumned, that the President also would
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wish to respect the day. They did not think it suitable or becoming to require hiw.
by a constitutional provision, to respect the day ;—they assumed that he would adhere to
the cusioinay observance without a requireiient.  T'o have enacted a constitutional provi-
8101 would have 141t him no choice. and wonld have beea placing no confidence in him.
They have piaced the highest fossible confidence in him, by assuming without requiring it,
that his conduct in this respect would be aecording to their wishes. Every man v/hois
capubie of Leing influenced by the higher and more delicate motives of duty, cannot fail
to perceive. that the obligation on the President to respect the observance of Sunday, 1s
greativ superior to any which could have been created by a constitutional enactment. Itis
said in the text, that this obligation extends by parity of reasoning to ull persons employed
in stations subordinate to the Presidency inthe service of the United States. This is cer-
tainly trae. but it is perhaps not putting the argument in ita strongest light.  The reasoning
is quite as much @ fortivri as d pari. "The people in adopting the Constitution, must have
been convineed, that the public business entrusted to the President, would be greater in
importunce und variety, than that which would fall to the share of any functionary
employed 1o a subordinate station ‘I'he eapectation and confidence, then, manifested
by the people of the United States, that their President wili respect their Sunday,
by abstaining from public business on that day, must extend a fortiori to all employed in
subordinate stanons.”

The recognitiens of Christianity inthe State Constitutions are of three kinds. 1. These
instruments are usually dated in the year of our Lord, and the same observations which
were made on thia phrase in the case of the Constitution of the Umited States, are no less
apulicable, mutatis mutandis, to the Constitutions of the respective States. 2. Nearly all
of thiem refer to the otservaice of ~undar by the Chiel IFxecutive Mugistrate, in the same
way m which such observance 18 referred to, 1n the Constitution of the United States; and,
therfure, in regard to them, no further observations are required. 3. Definite constita-
ticnal provisions not only recognising the Christian religion, but aftording 1t countenan-e,
encouruzement und protection; the principal of which are (uoted in the text p. 12, and in
Note B. pp. 30, 31. See also p. 13.

D-"'Pﬂgﬂ 14.

4

This appears to the author the most convincing ground upon which to rest the argument
agninst Sunday mails.  ‘I'he observance of Sunday, and its appropriation to the duties of
religion, had been eatablished from the first settlement of the country. Laws were in force
and hiad long been in force, requiring its respectful observance, in all the thirteen States
which were originally parties to the Constitution of the Uuited States. No authority over

* The author is happy to sustain his viewds by the authority of Mr. Frelinghuysen, United States Senator
from New-Jersey.

“ Our pre-lecessors have ucted upon 8 true republican principle, that the feelings and opinions of the
miajority were to be consulted. And when a collision might arise, inasmuch s only one day could be thus
appropriuied, they wisely determined, in accordance with the sentiments of at least nine-tenths of our peo-
ple. that the first day of the week should be the Sabbath of our government. This public recognition 1s
accorded tu the S|ablbnth in our Federal Constitution, The President of the United States, in the discharge
of the high functions of hix Legislat D puartinent, is expressly relieved from all embarrussment on Sun-
day. Both Houses of Congress, the Offices of the State, T'reasury, War, und Nuvy Departments. are all
closed on Sunday.” Speecchin the Senate Eth May, 1848.
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the Christinn religion, or 113 institutions, has been given to the National Legislature by this
Constitution.  All their measures ought to be consistent with its instirutiong, and none of
themn onght to be in viokition of them.  And until within a few years, our natioaal legisla-
ton Was, in this respect, suituble and highly commendable.  Itis not known to the author,
that until very lately there existed any Aet of Congres« requiring a violation of any Chris-
tan institation.  ( Mr. Frelinghuysen’s Speech in Senate, p. 5.) "The Act of 3d March,
1¥20, section 11th, makes it the duty of every postmaster to deliver letters, papers, &c. on
erciy day of theweck, at all reasonable hours. ( Gordon's Digest. 427. ) This is the firt statute
enacted by Congress, authorizing and requiring a violation of the relizion of the country.
Congress can rightfully make no change in the religion of the nation; butin this instance,
they have enacted, that as far as the mail department of the pu-he business is concerned,
there shall no fonger exist the establisbed (by law) observance of Sunday. ‘This Act does
not leave Christianity ir the same situation in which it was. before it was passed. Tt em-
ploys some thousands in desecrating and destroying an institution peculiar to Chrigtianity.
It is, therefore, in the judement of the autlior, unconstitutional, and ought to be rescinded.
Noris the argument from the alleged necessity of Sunday mails, any better than the con-
stitutional argument.  London is the first city on earth for wealth, business and enterprise ;
but no mail is opened or clgsed in iton Sunduy. And notwithstanding the immense inter-
course hetween Loudon and Liverpool, no mail teaves the VMetropolis for Liserpool. be-
tween Saturday evening and Monday morning.  (Mr. Frdinghuysen's Speech in the United
States’ Senate, th May. 1-30. )

It is mentioned above by the auther, that a very suitable concern has, in general, been
manifested by the Federal Government, to prevent the desecration of Sunday. The rules
and regulations of the Army of the United States, presentan instunce in point, By Art. 2d
of these rules and reguiations, which every officer, before he enters on the duties of his
office, is required to snhscribe: “it is earnestly recommended to all officers and soldiers
diiigently to attend divine service; and all officers who shall behave indecently or irreve-

r rently atany pluce ot divine worship, shall, if commissioned officers, be brought before a
general court-martial, there to be publicly and severely repremanded by the President; if
r... commissioned officers gr soldiers, every person »0 offending, shall for his first offence,
s feit one-sixth of a dollar, 1o be deducted out of his next pay; for the second offeuce, he
shnll not only forfeit a like rumn. but be confined twenty-four hours; and for every hike
ofience, shall sufler and pay in like maaner.”  (Act of Avril 10th, 1306, Sec. 1.) (Gor-
don’s Digest. Art. 32G9.)  This Art. is taken almost ve.batim from the *¢ rules and orders™
enacted by the Old Congress on the same subject. (See Journal of 3Mh June, 1770.)
Will it be arrogating tou mach, if’ the author respectfully a-ks auy mnilitary commander
into whose hauds these pages inay come, candidly to examine the bearing which the above
regulation may rightfully have upon military reviews held on Sunday, and upon marching
on Sunday, when the exigencies of the service dn not require it ! He is under a belief,
that miliary reviews are quite as common on Sunday as upon any other day of the week.
He also within a few weeks observed, with regrer, astatement in the newspapers, that
certain of gur citizens went from the city to a neighbouring island, fur the purpose of

attendiag a military review on Suaday.
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El_ Pugc 15.

An examination of the journals of the Old Congress has given results on this subject
highly satisfuctory which for the rake of method may be thusclussed :—

1. Daysof h.miliation, fasting und prayer. June 7th 1773, ¢ Renolved. that Thursday
the 20th of July uext, be observed throughout the twelve United Colonies, as a day of
humiliation, fusting and prayer.” At the same time, a committee was appointed on the
subject. Juue 121h, this committee brovght in their report. or proclamation. It occupies
an entire page of the journals and conctudes thus :=+* And it is recommended to Christians
of all denominations to assemble for public worship, and to abstain from servile lubour and
recreation on suid day.” July 19th.-* Agreed, that the Congress meet at this pluce to-
morrow, and from this plaee. go in a body to attend Divine service.””—March 16th, 1776,
Mr. W. Livingston bronght in a resolution for appointing a fast in the colonies, on Friday
17th of May. A partof it runs thus:~‘That we may with united hearts, confess aud
bewanil our manifuld sins and transgressions, and by a sincerc repentance a2 d amendment
of life, appease his righteous displeasure, and through the merits and mediation of Jesus
Christ, obtain his pardon and forgiveness.”” As one motive for recommending this day of
fasting &c. Congress say, they are *“desirous to have people of all ranks and degrees duly
impressed with a solemn sense of God’s superintending Providence, and of their daty. de-
voutly to rely, in all their lawful enterprises,on his aid and direction.”” December9th, 1776,
a committtes was appointed to prepare a recommendation to the several States, to appoint a
similar day. This comnmittee reported on the 11th and on this orcasion ;-*‘ the Congress
in the most earnest manner, recommend to all the members of the United States, and
particularly the officers civil and wmilitary under them, the exercise of repentance and
reformation ; and furtlier require of them the strict observation of the articles of war,
and particularly that part of the said articles which forbids profune aswearing and all im-
morihity. of which all such ofticers are desired to take notice.” See Journals for June
3ith 1775.—~February 27th, and March 7th, 1778 ;-a similar duy, (22d April,) is recom-
“mended. A part of the recommendation runa thus :-‘ that at one time and with one voice,
the inhabit:nts may acknowledee the righteous dispensations of Divine Providence, and
confess their iniquities and transgressions for which the land mourneth; that they may
implore the mercy and forgiveness of Gnd ; and bexeech hitn that vice, profaneness, ex-
tortion and every evil may be done away ; and that we tay be a reforined and happy
people ; that it may please him to bless our schools and seminanes of learning, and make
them nurseries of true piety, virtue and useful knowledge.”— March 20th, 1779, a siumilar
recommendation, a part of which is thus :=*“that Almigh'y God will be pleased to avert
thuse impending calamities which we have but too well deserved ; that lie wrill grant us
his grace to repent of our sins, and amend our lives according to his holy word ; that he
will grant us patience in suffering and fortitude in adversity ; that he will 1uspire.us with
humility, moderation and gratitade in prosperous circumstancew ; that he wiil diffuse use-
ful knowledge, extend the influence of true religion, and give us that peace of mind, which
the world cannot give.”—March 11th, 1780, is a proclamation for another fast, which in
part i8 thus :~* that we-may with one heart and one voice, implore the Sovereign Lord of
heaven and earth to remember mercy in his judgments ; to make us sincerely penitent for
our transgressions ; to banish vice and irreligion frum among us, and establish virtue and
piety by his Divine grace,” &c.—March 20th, 1721, another recommendation of the same

kind running in part thus :~*-that we mav, with upited bearts, confess and bewail eur

D
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manifold sin3 and trunsgressions, and by sincere repentance and amendment of life, ap-
pease his nghteons displewsure, and through the merits of our blessed Sariour, obtain
pardon and forgiveness: that it may please him to inspire our rulers with incorruptibie
integrity, and to direct and prosper their councils j that it may please him to bless all
schools and seminaries of learning, and to grant, that truth, justice and beunevolence,
and pure and vadefiled religion may nniversally proevail.”—Mavch 10th, 1782, ancther
similar proclamation 5 o part is thus:=*The United States in Congress assembied, think
It tizeir indispensble duty to eall upon the several States, to set apart the last Thursday
I April nextas a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer. that our joint supplications may
then aveend o the Thione of the Ruler of the Universe, beseoching Him to difiuse a
sperit of antversal reformation among all ranks 2ad degrees of onr citizens ; and make
us a hioly, so that we may he a happy people s thatit wonld please him to impart wisdom,
Integ ity and unanimity to our counsellors ; that he would proteet the health and life of
our Cotmander in Chief: that he would 1ake under his guardianship all schools and sem-
initries of learning, and make then norseries of virtue and picty ; that he would incline
the heaits of all men to peace. and fill them with universal chasity and benevolence, and

that the veligion of our Dicine Redermer, with all its benign influences, may cover the earth
as the waters cover the seqs.”

2. Days of thanksg..ing, gratitude and praice.  Jourrals, Qct. 31st, and Nov. 1st, 1777 :

it is recommended **to e sevesnl States, to set apart a day for thanksgiving, for the sig-
nal suceess lately obteined over the enemies of these United States.”  After saying that
“U s the indispensable doty of all men to adore the superintending Providenec of
Almzhty Gord 5 to acknowledge with geatitude their obligation to him for beunefits receiv-
ed, &c. the docitnent “sets apart the §18th of December, for solemn thankxgiving and
praise,” snd proceeds thus :=*that with one heart and one voice, the good people may
express thie grateful feelings of their hearts, aud consecrate themselves to the service of
their Divine Benefaetors and that together with their sincere acknowledgments and offer-
ings, they may join the penitent confession of their manifold sins, whereby they had
forfeited every favor, and their humble and earnest supplication that it may please God,
through the merits of Jesus Christ, mercifully to forgive and blpt them outof remembrance;
to take schools and seminaries of education, so necessary for cultivating the principles
of trucliberty, virtue and piety, under lis nurturing hand, and to prosper the meuns of
religion for the promotion and enlargement of that kingdom which consisteth in righteous-
ness, peacce and joy in the Holy Ghgst.”  Nee also Journals of Nov. 7th, 1777 .—Nov. 7th,
and 17th, 177X, a simithir recommendation —Oct. 14th and 20th, 1779, a similar recom-
mendation. The preamble of which after enumerating various causes of navioral thank{ul-
ness, vays ; ‘*aud above all, that he hath diffused the gloricus light of the Guspel. whereby,
ﬂl rnu;,,rh the mrri!;-: r:f Our _f_{rm‘imts l.‘cdmmcr, tLe muy bfrumu HH: flcfrﬂ qf MS rrcmntgiury."
The resolotion, alter appointiog the 9th of Deeewmber as “a day of public and solemn
thanksgiving to Almizhty God for bis mercies, and ot” prayer for the cominnance of his
favor and proteetion to these United States,” proceeds =~ that he would grant to lus chereh
the plentiful « ffusions of Divine grace, and  pour out his Holy Spirit on all Mintsters
of the Gospel; that he would bless and prosper the means of education, and spread the
light of Christian kuowledge through the rouctest corners of the earth; that he would in
mercy lovk down upon us, pardon cur <ins und receive us into hia favonr, and finally, that
he would eatablish the independs nee of these United States upon the basis of religion
and virtae."—Oct. Irth, 1730, another document of similar tmpoit. The last of the
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petitions to Almighty God recommended, is, that he will ““ cherish all schools and eem.
inaries of education, and cause the knowledge of Christianity to spread over all the earth.” —
Sept. 13th 1721, on motion of Mr. Sherman, a committee was appointed to prepare a
proclamation for a day of thanksgiving throughout the United States. Oct. 26th, a proc-
lamation was reported and agreed to. Oct. 11th, 1782, a similar recommendation. Oct.
18th, 1783, a proclamation was prepared and agreed to.  This was at the close of the
war, and after enumerating the chief cause~ of nativnal thankfulness connected with the
successful result of the revolutionary countest, the document continues :~* And above
all, that he hath been pleased to continue to us the light of the blessed Gospel, and
secured {o us tn the fullest extent the rights of conscience in fuith and worship  And
while our hearts overflow, and our lips set forth the praises of our great Creator, that we
also offer up fervent supplications. that it may please him to pa.don all ous offences, to
give wisdom and unanimity to our public eouncils. to cement all our citizens in the bonds
of aftection, and to inspire them with an earuest regard for the nativnsl honor and interest;
to enable them to improve the days of prosperity by every good wark, and to be lovers of
peace and tranqguillity ; that he may he pleased to bless us in our hashandry, our commerce
and navigation ; to smile upon our seminaries and means of edueation, to cause pure re-
lizion and virtue to flourish, to give peace to all nativns and te fill the world with his glory.”
These sentinents are worthy of our revolutionary Congress at the close of a contest,
‘“on which,’’as they well say in the same document, *the most essential rights of human
nature depended.”

The following members of Congress, were, at different times, on the committees which
prepured the proclamations just reviewed;-Messrs. Hooper, J. Adame, Paine, Wither-
spoon, R. H. Lee, Roberdeau, Huntington. Scadder, G. Morris, Drayton, Paca, Duane,
Root, Madison, Montgomery, Wolcoit, Scott, S. Adams, Holiten Mublenberg, Morris,
Vitrnum, Sherinan, Williamson.  Several of thiese gentlemen served two and three tiines
on this business. The following gentlemen were Chairmen of the Cominittees :—Messrs.
Hooper, Witherap on, Roberdeau, ¢x. Morris, Duane, Montgzomery, 8, Adams, Root.
Mr. Duane appears to have written two of the proclminations. Mr Root two, and Mr Wi-
therspoon three. Tt does not appear from the Journanls who were on the Committee which
prepared the proclamation of Oc. I~th, 1780. In one instance, the Chaplains of Congresa
prepared the proclamanon according to instructions from Congress; Journals, Nov. 7th and
17th, 1778. Me¢. Witherspoon was thre only clerical member of the old Congress. Of
the three proclamations, of which, being Chsirman of the Coinmitiee, he may be presum-
ed to have been the aunthor, no part is quoted in the above extracts, The same is true of
the proclamation prepared by the Chaplains. The above extracts, therefore. contain the
religiouz sentiments, and make us acquainted in some measnre with the religions feelings
of the lay-members of Congress. The above review wariante some further remarks. 1.
‘The old Congress paid redpect to religion by system and on principle. 1f they were ever
without a Chaplain performing daily religious services, it was for a very short timne ; and
it may well be presumed, that Mr. Witherspoon then perforined the stated divine service.
2. The proclamations do not merely contain general references to a superintending Provi-
dence, and a Supreme Creator and Governor of the world, but they usually contain senti-
ments unequivocally Christian. 3. The journals disclose various circumstances which
indicate the peisonal interest taken by the members in the stated and occasional religious
sorvices. The proclamations ate among the very best specimens of tha kind of writing te
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which they belong, with which the authoris acquainted. [t is a noble aud subhime specta-
cle, to see an assembly of such men, making use of ull the rightful means in their power to
accomplish a transcendently great object, but still depending on the God of Heaven for the
ultimate issue,

3. Appeintment of Chaplains, their qualifications, duties, &c.  The first revolutionary
Congress assembled Sept. Hth, 1774, and in an entry on the journal of the Gth, we read,
““ Resoleed, That Rev. Mr. Ducheé be desired to open the Congress to-torrow  morning
with prayers.”  Sept. 7th, 1774, “the meeting was opened with prayers by the Rev. Mr.
Duchie.” Voted, that the thanks of the Congress be given to Mr. Luche for performing
divine service.,”  Congress ndjourned Octoher 26th, but reassembled 10th May 1770, on
the journib of which day, there is this cutry:= Agreed that the Rev. Mr. Duche le re-
quested to open the Congress with priyers to-morrow morning.”  May hth, ¢ Agreeable
to the order of yesterday, the Congress was e pened with prayers by the Rev. Me. Duche.™
October 23, 1775, on occasicn of the sudden demise of Peyton Randolph, Congresa resolv-
ed to attend his funeral as mourners, and among other things appointed a Commtee ** to
witt on the Rev. Mr, Duelie, and request liim to prepare a proper discourse to he deliver-
ed at the funeral.”  Jalv Y, 1776, ** Resoleed, that the Rev. Mr, Duché be appointed
Chaplain to Congress, and that he be desired to attend every motning at 9o’cliek.”  Oc-
tober, 17, 1776, Mr. Du he having by letter informed the President, that the state of hue
health. andt hiis paracinul duties, were such, as obliced him to decline the honom of conti-
aving Chaglain to Congress ;=Resolred. that the President return the thanke of this house
to the. Rev. My, Duché for the devout and acceptable manner in which he discharged his
duty durinyg the time he officiated as Chaplainto it; and that 150 dollars Le presented to
him. as an acknowledgement fiom the house of his services.”  October 3Mh, 1776. Mr.
Duché writes to Congress and requests that, as he became their Chaplain frommiotiv e per-
fectly disinterested, tie 150 doMars voted to him, may be upplied to the relief of the widows
and childien of such of the Peunsyvlvanin officers as have fallen in battle in the service of
their country.  In consequence. Congress orders the money to be deposited with the
Comnail of wnfety of Peausylvania. to be applied agreeably to his request.  December 23,

770, - agreeable to the order of the day, Congress elected the Rev. Mr. P. Allison, and
the Rev. Mr. W. Winte, Chaplains, May 27th, 1797, ** Resolred, that for the future, that
there be only one Chaplain ullowed io each brizade of the army, and that such Chaplain
be appointed by Congreas; that each brigade Chaplain be allowed the same pay, rations,
and forage allowed 10 a Colonel in the said corps; that each Brigadier-Gieneral be request.
ed to nominate and recommend 1o Congress a proper person for Chaplain to his brigade ;
and that they recommend none but such ag are clergymen of expericnce, and established public
charucter for prtu, virtuc and learming.””  September 1xih, 1797, ** Kesolred, that Chap-
lains be appointed 10 the Hospitals in the several deparimients, and that theh pay be each
60 dollars a manth, and th:ve rations a day, and forage for one hoige. The Rev Mr. Noah
Couk was elected Chaplin. of the Hospitals in the Enstern department,”  Other appoint.-
ments of Chaplains appear on the Journals for Oct. 1st, 1777.—Jan. 22d, 1784.—-Aug. 5th,
1725.—~Fb. 2d, 1777.~Feb. 19th, 1738,

4. Miscellaneous.—Saturday July 15th, 1775, “on molion, Resolved, that the Con-
gress will, on Thursday next, aitend divine service in a body, both moming and
afternoon. September 1'uabh, 1782, a Committee of which Mr. Duane is (Chairman,
repost on a memorial of ®. Awnken respecung an edition of the Holy Scriplures.
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- that Mr. Aitkin has at a great expense now finished an American edition of the Holy
Scriptares in English: that the Committee have, from time to time attended to his progress
o the work,” &c.  *“ Whereupon, Resolved, that the United States in €Congrees aiscm-
bled, highly approve the pious and laudable undertuking of Mr. Aitkin, as subservientto
the interest of religion,” &e.  Alsu, * they recommend this edition of the Bible to the
inhabitants of the United States, and hereby authwrize him to publish this recommen-
dation in the mauner he shall think proper.”  Also, Junrnals Sept. 53, 17=3.

The above result is from a careful «xamination of the Jouraals of the Revolutionmy
Congress. A review of the Journals of the new Congress must necexearily be briet and
imperfect,

President Washington was inaugurated and took the oath of office, April 3uth, 1789,
and on the Journal of the preceding day 1= this entry; Kesoleed, that afier the oath shall
have beea administered the President ; the Vice-President and M+mbers of the Senite,
the Speaker and Members of the Houxre o Reprerentatives, will accon.pany him to St
Paul’s Chapel. to hear divine vervice, performed by the Chopluin oi Congress ' Sce ulso
Journal of 27th April.

1. Days of public Humiliation and Prayer.—~May 1st, 1782, ¢ on motion. Resolred. that
a joint Committee of both Houses be directed to wait onthe Presideant of the U uted States,
to request that he would recoinmend to the people of'the United Stalex a Cay of poblic
Humiliation aud Prayer 1o be observed by supplicating Almighty God {or ti.e sufuty, peace
and welfare of these Svates.”  June 4th, 1794, s a similar ent:y.  On the same subject me
entnies, July 19th, 20ih. and 23d, 1813.—0ct. 20th, Nov, 1st. 4th and &h, 1~14.

2. Days of Thanksgiring and Praycr.—Sept. 25th, 1789, ** Resoleed, thn a Joint Com-
mittee of both houses be directed to wait upon the President of the United States, to re-
quest that he would recominend to the people or'the United States, a day of public Thanks-
giving and Prayer, to be observed by ucknowledging with grateful hearts, the wauy rignal
favours of Almighty Gaod, especially by affurding them an of:portunity peaceusbly to estub-
lish a constitution of government for theit safety and happiness.” Sce aiso Journal of
Feb. 18th, 21st, and March 2d, 1z21..

3. Appointment, &c. of Chaplains —The House of Representativer met 4th of March,
1789, but a quorum was not formed antil Ist April.  Apiil Sth, a joant moven gt of the
Eiouse and the Senate was made, * to regulate the appointment of Chaplains.”  May 1st,
the very day of the inauguralion of the President, a Chaplain was elected for the House,
Other entries to the sume effect are found. Jan. Sth, 1780.—Dee. =th, 1790, « Resolved,
that two Chaplains of ditferent denomnnations, be appointed 10 Congress for the present
gession, one by each touse, who shull interchange weckiy " See Dec, ltth, 1790, Oct.
14th, 1791.—Nov. 5th, 17%. Fhe Journals abound with nofices of the appointment of
Chaplains 100 numerous to be quoted up to March, 1815, beyond whiel: the author hus not
the meuns of examining any of the subjects of this note. It may be stated, however, on
the ground of genernl notoriety, that both Houses of Congress have always appointed
Chaplains, that days of national humilistion ard prayer, and ofnationa! thanksgiving, have
been occasionally appointed, and thut publie: worship has been customarily celebrated, dyr-
ing the scesions of Congress, in the Hall of the House of Representatives.
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The snthor proposes hriefly to review the legislation of S. Carolina, so far as thes subject
is concerned, and to extend his enquiries, to the Federal Government, and to the other
Statos, us far as circumstances permit,

The Carolina Chaster of 1662-3, grauted to the Lords Proprietors ¢ the pationage of all
the Churches which might be built in the Province, and the administravion of all other
things pertaining to Religion, according to the Ecclesiastical Laws of Logland, together
with all and oz ample rights, jurisdietions, privileges, prerogatives,” &e. A new chartey
was granted 10 1665, by which the former was confirmed and enlzarged in some particulars,
though not in respeet to Religion. By reason of the reimote distance of the Province, it
wis pernmtted by the Charter to the Lord= Proprietors, “to grant at their diseretion, fit
and reasonable indulgences to 2!l suchasreally in their judgments and for conscience sake
could not confinn to the Liturgy and ceremonies of the established Church.”  This the
Charter hopes, consilering the distance, will be no breach of the unity and unifornity
rctubliched 1n Faviand.  Such indujgence wae to be grauted, however, on condition, that
the per-ons to whom it might be given, * should not distmb the peace and safety of the
Provinee, or =eandalize or reprouach the Liturgy, forus and ceremonies of the Church of
eingland, or any thing thereunto relating.”  (Trutt’s Lawes of S. Carolina,vol. 1. p. 21, &e.)
Such was the onginal fundamental Law of South-Carolina in regard to religion. The
Constitntio of Mr. Loche, expinded the provisions just quoted into details; but as they
were never adopted in the Provinee. it is not necessary further to notice them.  ( Dalcho’s
History of the P E Church of S. Caroling, p. 7.=—2 Ramsay, p. 123.) By compuring,
however, the Constitutions from Art. 97 10 100. it seems probable that they were used in
compiling Avt. 32 of vur Constituti n of 1778. See 2 Ramsay, 136.

The Statute of December 12th, 1712. in adopting the Common Lasw of I'ngland as the
Law of 8. Cuvolina, (Grimh€'s Lawsof 5. Caroling, p 99,) made Christianity (if it was
not so before) a part of our fundamental Law, it being a well established principle that
Clirtstianity 15 a part of the Common Law of England.*®

* Nee 1l Sergeant & Rawle, pp. 400, 401, where the Supremie Court of Peunsylvunina says, that * from
the tine of Bracton, Christiamity has been received o> part of the Common Law of Eugland. “ To this
effvct, the opimonx of Lord Chief Justive Hale, Lord Chief Justice Ravmond, uand Lord Mansfield, are
quricel. The Coart re fer (o the King v~ Taylor, 1 Ventris, 293,—3 Keble, 607.—The King vs. Woolston,
S xrangre, 834 —Fuzgihbons, 64,—3 Burns' Ecclesiastical Law, 201,

Al~o, = Jounson, 292, where the Supreine Court of New-York quote the sume authoritics, and. add
Trewaete’s tleas of the Crown, 2260, 8, C.—4 Blackstone’s Coin. 8.1 Easts' Pleas of the Crown, 3.—1
Hawkine B, 1. C.5.—=The King vo, Wihllions, tried hefore Lord Kenyon 1797, 26 How oll's State Triude, 653.
Waool’s To-titite, S351.-=The Kiig vs, Waddington, 1 Barnewell & Creswell 26, K. B, 1822,

In the Lste debate inthe House of Commons on Jewish disabilities, April 15th, 1233 :=Mr, R. Grant said
“ Chiristisnity, ar now professed, was so recognised Ly Lav tiat e mian was perinitted to outrage its ordi-
nences, or to trample ontts geeat maxims” - Mr. Grant introduced the motion for removing the Jewish dis-
ahibities,  Tn opposing this motion, Sir R, Inglhis said, ¢ it lied been a maxim of the legisluture, as well as
of our Courts of Justice, that religron was part and parcel of the faw of the land,” Such language a» this,
appears to be regurded us o matter of course, i the Houee of Commons. T he unthor dues not perceive,
thut the sentiment of Mr, Grant amd 8ir R, Inghs, was contradicted or opposed during the debate.  (See
Wiul-l's Natiounl Gazette, gth June, 1533,

Tu additinie to the authonities on this pomt quoted above, the author subjoins the opinion of Mr. Justice
Rtory of the Supreme Court of the United States, contained at p. 20 of his Dane and inaugural Discourse,
‘ One of the beautiful bousts, suys he, of our smunicipal jurisprudence is, thut Christianity i @ part of the
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But besidea this Statute, incorporating Christianity with our law, we have many others
bearing immediately on the sui:ject. The Act of 1712, for securing the obhservance of
Sunday, ( Grimké's Latws, p. 19,) after reciting that * nothing is more acceptable to God=
than the true and sincere servize and worship of him, accoiding to his holy will, and that
the holy keeping of the Lord’s Day is a principal part of the true service of God,” requires
that ** al! persons shall observe this day. by exercising the duties of piety publicly and pri-
vately, and shall resost to their parish Church, or some meeting or assembly for religious
wor:hip.” The sam: Act further provides, that * no person shall exercise any worldly
Iabour, or work of their ordinary callings on the Lord’s Day, works of necessity and cha-
rity excepted;”’ —and that ** persons exposing for sale, on the Lord’s Day. any goals, wares,
fouits, &e. shall forfeit the articles so offered for sale.” Travelling is alvo forbidden ¢ by
land or water, except to some place of religivus watship, or to visit and relieve the sick,
unless (i person is) belnied the night before, or on some extraordinary occasion, to be
allowed of by 2 justice of the peace.” [t permits no sports or pustimes of any kind on
Sund.iys, and prohibits inukeepers from entertaining any person in their houses excepting
strangers. It requires the Church-Wardens and Counstables of Charleston, twice on each
Sunday 1n time of Divine Service, *‘ to walk through tiie town und apprchend 2!} offendera
against this Act.”” All persons are commanded to aid the constables. A penalty is in-
flicted on any tnaster, mistress or overseer commanding or encouraging any servant or
slaves to work on Sunday. No writ. process. warrant, oider, judgment or decree can be
served on Sunday, excepting in case of treason, felony, or breach of the peace.  The ser-
vice of such writ i8 10 be void, nnd the party serving the same is to answer in damages to
the persous aggrieved. In cnse any person shiall be nnprisoned or detained by any writ
served on Sauday, he shallbe discharged. 'This entire act contains two quarto pages close-
Iy printed, and of course, this sketch is very imperfect.  Itis very minufe in its specifica-
tions, and each offence is visited with its appropriate penalty. Tt is unquestionably at this
day a part of the law of 8. Curolina.  (Brevard's Digest, ii. 2¢2.—Const. of S. Carolina,
Art. 7.) The Aetof Junn 7, 1712 shews the solicitude of our fathers for the salvation of
the slaves. [Itsays, ¢ since Charty and the Christtan religion which we profess, obliges
us to wish well to the souls of all men, and that religion may not be made a p1. tence, to alter
any man’s property and right, and that no person may neglect to baptize their negroes or
slaver, or <uffei them to be bhaptized, for fear that thereby they should be manumitted and
sel fr.c; Beit therefore enacted, that it shall be and is hereby declared lawlul for any negro
or Indian slave, or any other slave or slaves whatsoever, to receive and profess the Chris-
tian faith, and be thereunto baptized.”” The Actof 1740, inflicts a penalty of £5 on any
person who shall on Sunday, employ any slave in any work or inbour, and excepts only

common law, from which it ercks the ranction of its rights, and by which it endeavours to regulate its doc-
trines. And notwithetanding thr specious objection of one of our distinguishad statesmen, the houst is as
trun as it is beantiful.  Thero never has been a period, in which tiie cojninont law did not recoguise Christia-
nity as lying at its foundation. (See the remarks of Mr, Justice Park, in Smith vs. Sparrow, 4 Bing, R.
84, 83.) For many nges it was alinest exclusively adminictered by thoze who held its ecclesiastical digni-
ties. [t now repudiates every act done in violation of its duties of perfect obligation. It pronounces illegal
every contract offensive to its morals. 1t recognises with profound hunnlity its holidays and festivals, and
obeys them as dies non juridiei. It still attaches to pereons belirving in its divine authority the higheat de-
gree of competency as witnesses,

Sce also the Jurist for April, 1833, No. 18, p. 347, in which there is an exuniination of Mr. Jefierson’s lette)
to Major Cartwright. (4 Jeflerson's Works, 393) The writer (3. S.) mum‘aior that Chrivtiagity is a pe”
of the common law, and reviews the principal authorities om tho subject.
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** works of absolute neressity, and the necessary occasions of the family. (Grimké, 168. )
The Act of 20th July, 1764, fur establishing Courts, &c., afler specifying particular days
for holding courts, vays, ¢ that if any of ihe days above appointed for holding the said courts,
shall happen to b on Sunday, the said courts shall begin on the day following. (Idem. p.
269.) 'The Actot 17:h March, 1735, for establishing County Courts, &ec. sayy, that “nt
shall not be lawful fue uny sherifl or other officer to execute any writ or other proccss on
the Sabbath day s and all process so executed shall be void. unless the same shall be issued
ilgainst any person or persons for treason, sedition. felony, riot, or breach of the peace. on
behalf off the State, or npon any escape out of prison or custody.” (Grimlé€'s Laws, p.
376.) The Oidinances of the City Council of Charleston, forhid under a penalty, all
labour and all pastines on Sunday. The Marshal1sreguired to pass through the city twice
on Sunday to see t{.at order is preserved. [t is his duty (o seize gonds offered for sale.
For selling liquors of any sort on Sunday, a penalty is imposed of $100 for every offence.
( Digest of Ord. p. 171, 212.231.)

It has been mentioned. that during the Revnlation, or soon afterwards, the greatest part
of the States feamed for themselves new constitutions of governinent, and our first Consti-
tution under the new order of things, is dated 26ith of March, 1776, This instrument,
however, wax designed o be **temporary only, looking foiward to an accormnmodation
with Great-Biitain,” and contained no special reference to the subject of reiigion. Qur
next Canstitution iz dated March 19th, 1778, and the 38th Section of this document, con-
veysto us with great distinctness, the sentiments of this community 1n regard to religion at
that time, and coniinu~d to be our fundawnental Law onthe subject until the adoption of our
p-esent Constitution in 1730, The section is interesting in itself, and must be in a great
measure utiknown to the present generation.  For this reason, the author feels justitied io
republishing it entive t— |

“3gth. That all persons and religious societies who acknowledge that there is que
God, and a future state of rewards and punishents, and that God is publicly to be wor-
shipped, shali be freely tolerated. Toe Christian Protestant Religion shall be deemed,
and is hereby constituted and declared 10 be the established refigion of this State. That
all denominations of Cliristian Protestants in this State, demeaning themselves peaceably
and fuithtully, shall enjoy equalreligious and civil priviliges. To accomplish this desirable
purpose without injury to the religious property of those societies of Christians, which are
by Jaw. already incorporated for the purpose of religious worship, and to put it fully nto the
power of'every otlier society of Christian Protestants, either already formed or hereafter to
be formed, to obtain the like incorporation, it is hereby constituted, appuinted and declar-
ed, that the respective societies of the Church of England, that are already formed in this
State, for the purpose of religious worship, shall still continue incorporate and hold the reli-
gious property now in their possession.  And that whenever fifieen or more male persons,
not under twenty-one years of age, proibﬂsing' the Christian Protestant Religion, and agree-
ing to unite themselves in a sociely for the purposes of religious worship, they shall, (on
eomplying with the terms hereinalter wentioned,) be and be constituted a Church, and be
esteemed and regarded in law as of the established religion of the Ntate, and on a petition
to the Legislature, shall he entitled to be incorporated and to enjoy equal privileges. That
avery society of Christians so formed. shall give themselves a name or denomination by
which they shall be called and known in law, and all that associate with them for the pur-
pose of worship, shall be esteemed as belonging to the society <o called. But that previ-
eus to the establishment und ncorporation of the respective societies of every denomina-
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tion as aforesaid, and in order to entitle them thereto, each society so petitioning, shall
have agreed to and subscribed in a book the following five articles; without which no
agreement or union of men upon pretence of religion shall entitle themn to be incorporated
and estegmed as a Church of the established religion of this State. (See Locke's Const.
Art. 97-100.)

I. That there is one Eternal God, a future state of rewards and punishments. 1I. That

God is publicly to be worshiped. IlI. That the Christian Religion is the trae religion.
IV. That the Holy Scriptares of the Old and New-Testament are of divine inspiration,
aud are the rule of faith and practice. V. That it is lawfu] and the duty of every man
being thereunto called by those that guvern, to bear witness to truth. That every inhabi.
tant of this State, when called to make an appeal to God as a witness to truth, shall
be permitted to do it in that way which is most agreeable to the dictates of his own Con-
science. And that the people of this State may for ever enjoy the right of electing their
own pastors or clergy, and at the same time, that the State may have sufficient security for
the due discharge of the pastoral office by those who shall be admitted to be clergymea:
No person shall officiate as minister of any established Church, who shall not have been
cliosen by a majority of the society to which he shall minister, or by persons appointed by
the said majority to chooseé and procure a minister for them, nor until the minister so chosen
and appointed, shall have made and subscribed the following declaration over and above
the aforesaid five articles, viz: That he is determined by God's grace out of the Holy
Scriptures, to instruct the people committed to his charge, and to teach nothing, (as requir-
ed of necessity to eternal salvation,) but that which he shall be persuaded may bo conclu-
ded and proved from the Scriptare; that he will use both public and private admonitions,
ar well to the sick as to the whole within his cure, as need shall require and occasion shall
be given, and that he will be diligent in prayers, and in reading of the Holy Scriptures, and
in such studies as help to the knowledge of the same; that he will be diligent to frame and
fashion his own self and his family according to the doctrine of Christ, and to make both
himself and them, as much as in him lieth, wholesome examples and patterns to the flock
of Christ; that he will maintain aud set forwards as much as he can, quietness, peace and
love among all people, and especially among those that are or shall be committed to hie
charge. No person shall disturb or molest any religious assembly ; nor shall use any re-
proachful, reviling or abusive language against any Charch, that being the certain way of
disturbing the peace, and of hindering the conversion of any to the truth, by engaging
them in quarrels and animosities, to the hatred of the professors, and that profession which
otherwise they might be brought to assentto. No person whatsocver shall speak any thing
in their religious assembly, irreverently or seditiously of the government of this State. No
person shall by law, be obliged to pay towards the maintenance and support of a religious
worship, that he does not freely join in or has not voluntarily engaged to support. Butthe
Churches, chapels, parsonages, glebes and all other property now helonging to any socie-
tieg of the Chuich of England, or any other religious societies, shall remain and be secured
to them for ever.”

This, then, was the state of things when the Constitution of 1730 became the principal
braach of our fundamental Law. Now Art. 8th of this Coastitution says, *“ the frec exercise
and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without discrimination or preference,
sball forever hieraafter, he allowed within this State to ull maegkind: Provided, thatthe libes-
qol'cunscience thereby declared, shall not be 8o conatrued as to excuse acts of ligentions-

6 .



44

ness, or justily practices inconsistent with the peace vr salety of this State '™ "T'he word
‘“allowed” in this provision is worthy of special notice, and is the key to the just construe-
tionofit. Itis to be understood in reference to i preceding state of things, that is, chiefly
10 reference to the 38th Scction of the Constitution of 1778. 'This section had said, that
the Christian Proiostant Religion shall be deemed and is hereby constituted and declared
to be the established religion of this State;” and the 3d Section of the same Constitution
had reguiiad the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor and Privy Council, ull to be ol the Pro-
testant Religion. But the Constitution of 1790, required that this state of things should
continue no longer. Protestantism was no more to receive any preference. The free
exercise and enjcyment of religious protession and worship, without discrimination or pre-
ference, was, forever hereafter, to ‘‘be allowed™ within this State to all mankind. The
Constitution of 1790, then, ** alters and amends” (Art. 8, Sce. 2.) the former Constitution,
so far as religion is concerned, chiefly in these particulars—1st. It discontinues all pre-
ference for Protestantism over any other form of Christianity, 2d. It ¢ allows’ the * free
exercise of their religion,” whatever this oay be, to all mankind. It 1s too manifest to
require argument, that these changes made by the Constitution of 1790, leave the sub-
stance of Christianity, that 1s, Christianity without distinction of sects, precisely as they
found it established by the Constitution of 1778. Besides, the Constitution of 1790, con-
templates a continuance of the public nstruction of the people of the State in the truths
of the Gospel: for it refers (Art. 1. Sec, 23.) to ** Ministers of the Gospel” as a class of
men ‘ dedicated by their profession to the service of God and the care of souls,”’ and
considers “‘their functions as a great duty from which they ought not to be diverted.”

It only remaius to notice the Acts pertaining to this subject, which have been framed
since the adoption of the Constitution of 1790. DBy the Act of 14th February, 1791, the
Secretary of State, and various other officers, are required to keep their offices open every
day in the year, Sundays, Christinas days, and the Anniversary of the Independence of
America, excepted. ( Faust's Acts, vol. i. p.22.) By the Act of 19th February, 1791, for
building a toll bridge across Edisto River, &e. « all Ministers of the Gospel, und all per-
sons going to and from places of Divine worship, are exempted from any pontage or
toll,”” (Faust, vol. 1. 131.) and by the Act of 2Ist December 1792, the same classes of
persons are exempted from payment of fernage, toll or duty. (Fanst, 1. 2=2.) By the
Act of 1807, persone exempted fromn such payments at public, are also exempted at private
fernies. (Brerard’s Digest, 1. 195.) The author finds the same exemption in the Act of
17th December, 1813, and presames it exists in all the suycceeding Acts pertaining to
roads, bridges, fernes, &c.  Such exemption is a distinet legislatize encouragenient to an
attendance on the ordinances of the Gospel.  In the case of Shaw vs. McCombs, in 1799,
it was decided, all the Justices concurring, that **if averdict be delivered in afier 12 0’cloeh
ou Saturday night, aud recorded on Sunday morsing, it is void. (2 Bay. 232.) 1 Bell
vs. Graham, it was decided in 1218, o' the Justices concurring, that disturbing an ussem-
bly convened for religious worship on Sanday, during worship, is indictable. (1 Nott &
McCord, 278.) A highly valuable legal fricud informs the author, that until twwenty.five
or thirty years since, 1t was customary i Charleston to have a ¢ session or assize sermon"
at the openiug of every Court of Common Pleas and Sessions; and on such occasions.
the judge, jury, officers of court and pri<oners, all went to 8t. Michael's Church to attend
divine service and hear a sermon. The saime custom still exists in the country. The

* For Chuet Justice Kent’s opimen of the meaniag of this provision of our Coustitution. whicli is also coy-
rsined in the Constitution of New-York, rec note ut p. 16,
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Act of 27th March, 1787, assizns a fee of £3 sterling for every session sermon that shall
be preached. ( Dalcho's Hist. of P. E. Church of S. Carolina, p. 156.)

An annual appropriation of $2000 is niade by the Legislature, for the supportof e
‘“ Profersor of Metaphysics, Moral Philosophv and tl.e Evidences of Christianity,” in the
South-Carolina College established at Columbia, (See the appropriation Acts from 18624
to 1832.) The fucts, that such an appropriation is annually made, and that it is made a
nart of the duty of one of the Professors 1o teach the ¢ Lvidences of Chrstianity,” must
indicate the opinion of the Legislature, not only that Christianity is the well recognised
religion of the State, but that the State College is a suitable instrument for advancing the
interests of this religion in the community, by imparting that knowledge which is calculated
to strengthen the foundations of the public belief inits Divine Autbority. This could
not be more effectually done than by requiring instruction to be given in its ¢ Evidences,”
in & State Institution, organised on a liberal scale and sustained at the public expense.

Thus the author has reviewed a series of legislative acts and other documents from the
first settlement of the State, by which it appears, that Christianity has been made a part
of our law, that its peculiar institutions and usages bave been legally protected, and uni-
formly aided and encouraged. Now the laws of any community ere the most authentic
and most authoritative mode by which the sentiments of that community can be made .
known. The voice of South-Carolina, then, has been, through her entire history, uniform,
eistinct, unequivocal in favor of the Christian religion.

Governmnent of the United Stutes.—A very partial examination of our federal legislation
has given these results :—

‘The Act of April 30th, 1316, provides for the appointment of Chaplains to the two
Houses of Congress, and assigus their compensation. The Act of April 14, 1818, Sec. 2,
provides for the appointment of a Chaplain to the Military Academy at West-Point. By
the Act of April 12, 1808, Sec.7, 2 Chaplain is to be appointed to each brigade of the
Armyv. The Act of April 23, 1500, Sec. 1, prescribes the rules and regulations for the
soverpment of the Navy of the United States.  Art. 1. requires all commanders of vessels
of war, to shew 1 themselves a good example of virtue, honor, patriotism and subordina-
tion, and to guard against and sappress all dissolute and immoral piactices, and to correct
all such as are guilty of them. The whole of the 2d Art. will bear quoting. It says:
**"I'he cotmnandess of all vessels in the Navy. having Chaplains on board, shall take care
that Divine service be performed in a solemn, orderly and reverent manne; twice a-day,
and a sermon preached on Sunday,-unless’ bad weather, or other extraordinary aceidents
prevent it ; and that they cause all, or as many of the ship’s company as can be spared
froi duty, tv attend every perforinance of the worship of Almighty God.” Art. 3. visits
with a severe penalty any otlicer or other person in the Navy who shull be guilty of fraud,
profane swearing, drunkenness, or 90y other scandalous conduct, tending to the destruction
of good murals.  (Sec Note D. p. 34.) ‘The author has not found any statute to this effect :
he, therefure, states on the authority of Mr. Frelinghuysen, thut ¢the business of the Su.
preme Cout, the highest judicial tribunal of the country, is by lnwe, directed to suspend its
session oh Sunday.”’—Senate Speech Bth May, 1830, p. 5.

'The author cannot doubt that an extensive search into the laws of the United States,
the Reports of the Courts of the United Btates, and our immensely voluminous Congres-
s10nal decuments, would be rewarded with proofs equally numerous aund gratifying, of
regard, respect and aid ianifested towards Christian institutions by the Federal Govem-
tuent.  Nuch cxanination it is ot In the author’s power at this time to make ;* he will,

‘ Kince the first edition was publisiied, the author hus wade a partial examination of the documeuld
ubove referred to, 8Sce Note E. p. Ji.
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therefore, content himself with eopying a single instance which has fullen in lus way
without gearching. 'The Secretary of War, (Mr. Cass,) in his report to the Precident
of the United States, 25th November, 1832, speaking of the Military Academy at West-
Point, rays, ‘“ especially am I impressed with the importance of a proper place of publi¢
Worship, where all the persons attached to the institution, amounting, with their families,
o more than eight hundred individuals, can assemble and wnite in the performance of
religious duties. In a Christien community, the obligations upon this subject will not be
qQuestioned ; and the expense of providing a suitable place of worship, especially as a
Chaplain iz maintained there, cannot be put in competition with the permanent advan-
tages of u course of religious instruction to such a number of persons; a large portion
of whom are at that critical period which determines whether the future course of life shall
be for evil or for good.”

Pennsylvania.—1In the case of Updegraph vs. the Commonwealth, in 1824, (11 Ser-
geant & Rawle, 394.) the Supreme Court of Pennsyivania extensively reviewed the sob-
ject now under discussion, and the author presumes he shall be justified in quoting, with
an unsparing hand, from so distinguished a source. The trial was on an indictment for
blasphemy, founded on an Act of Assembly, passed in 1700.

The Cqurt said, that ‘‘even if Christianity was not part of the law of theland, itis the
popular religion of the country, an insult on which would be indictable. as directly tending
to disturb the public peace. Christianity, general Christianity, is, and always has been a
part of the common law of Pennsy/vania; not Christianity founded on any partienlar re-
ligious tenets ; not Christianity with an established Church, and tithes, and spiritual
courts ; but Chrnistianity with liberty of conscience to aill men. The first legislativ» act
in the colony was the recognition of the Christian religion and establishment of liberty of
conscience. It is called * the Great Law.” And after quoting it at length, the Court fur-
thar says, “Thus this wise Legisl:tute framed this great body of laws for a Christian
country and a Christian people. Infidelity was then rare, and no infidels were among the
first colonists. They fled from reliziousintolerance, to 2 country where all were allowed
to worship according to their own understanding. Every one had the right of adopting
for himself whatever opinion appeared to be the most rutional concerning all matters of
religious belief ; thus securing by law this inestimable freedom of conscience, one of the
highest privileges and greatest interests of the human race. This is the Christianity of
the common law, incorporated into the great law of Penusylvania; and thus, it is irrefrag-
ably proved, that the laws and institutions of this State are built on the foundation of reve-
rence for Christianity. On this, the Constitution of the United States has made no
alteration, nor in the great body of the laws which was an incorporation of the common
law doctrine of Christianity, as suited to the condition of the colony, and without which
no free government can long exist. Under the Constitution, penaltics against cursing
and sweuring have been enacted. If Christianity was abolished, all false oaths, all tests
by oath in the commpn form by the book, would cease to be indictable as perjury. The
indictment maust state the oath to be on the Holy Evangelists of Ahnighty God.” Afier
reviewing a series of decisions made in Pennsylvania and elsewhere, the Court continucs
thus; “‘It has long been firmly settled, that blasphemy agatnst the Dety generally, oran
attack on the Christian religion iudirectly, for the purpose of exposing its doctrines to
ridicule and contemnpt, is indictable and punishable as a temporal offence. ‘The principles

d actual decisions are. that the publication, whether written or oral, must be malicious,
wnd designed for that end and purpose.’”’  After stating that the Jaw gave free permission
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for the serious and conscientious discussion of all theological and religious topies ; the
Court said, that ““a malicious and mischievous intention is, in such a case, the broad bonn-
dary between right and wrong, and that it 18 to be collected from the offensive levity,
scurrilous and approbrious language, and other tircumstances, whetherthe actof the party
wag malicious ; and since the law has no means of distinguishing between different de-
grees of evil tendency, if the matter published contains any such evil tendency, itis a
public wrong. An offence against the public peace, may consist either of an actunal breach
of the peace, or doiag that which tends to provoke and excite others to do it. Within the
latter description fall all acts and all attempts to produce disorder, by written, printed, or
oral communications ; for tine purpese of generally weakening those religious and moral
restraints, without the aid of which mere legislative provisions would prove ineffectual.
No society can tolerate a wilful and despiteful attempt to subvert its religion, no more than
it would to hreak down its laws :=a general, malicious, and deliberate intent to overthrow
Christianity, general Christianity, This is the line of 1ndication where erime conunences,
and the offence becomes the subject of penal visitation. 'The species of offence may be
classed under the following heads. 1. Denying the Being and Providence of God.
2. Contumelious reproaches of Jesus Christ; profane and malevolent ‘scofing at the
Scriptures, or exposing any part of them to contempt and ridicule. 3. Certain iromoral-
ities tending to subvert all religion and morality, which are the ‘oundations of all govern-
ments. Without these restraints, no free governinert could long exist. It is liberty run
mad, to declaim against the punishment of these offences, or to asscrt that the punishment
18 hostile to the spirit and genius of our government. They are far from being the friends
to liberty who support this doctrine ; and the promulgation of such opinions, £.nd gen-
eral receipt of them among the people, wonld be the sure forerunner of raarchy, and
finally of despotism. No free government now exists in the world, unles:s where Chris-
tianity is ucknowledged, and is the religion of the country. <Cliristianity is part of the
common law of this State. It is pot proclaimed by the commanding voice of any human
superior, but expressed in the calm and mild accents of customary law. [ts foundations
are broad, and strong, and deep ; they are laid in the authority, the interest, the affections
of the people. Waiving all questions of hereafter, it is the purest system of morality,
the firmest auxiliary, and only stable support of all human laws.  (Sce p. 20.) Itis im-
possible to adininisrer the laws without taking the religion which the defendant in error
has scoffed at, that Scripture which be hias reviled. as their basis; to lay aside these is at
least to weaken the confidence m human veracity so essential to the purposes of society,
and withnut which no question of property could be decided, and no criminal brought to
justice ; anoath in the common form on a dicscredited book, would be a most idle ceremo-
ny. No preference is given by law to any particular religious persuasion. Protection
19 given to all by our laws. 1t 1s only the malicious reviler of Christianity who is pun-
ished. \While our own free Constitution secures liberty of conscience and freedom of
religious worship to all, jt is not necessary to maintain that any man should have the right
publicly to vilify the religion of his neighbours and of the country. ‘These two privileges
are directly opposed. It is open, public vilification of the religion of the country that is
punished, not to force conscience by punishment, but to preserve the peace of the country
by an outward respect to the religion of the country, and not as a restraint upon the lib-
erty of censcience ;-but licentiousness endangering the public peace, when tending te
rorrupt society, is considered as a breach of the peace, and punishable by indictment.
Eyvery immoral act is not indictable, but when it is destructive of morality generally, itis,
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because #t weakens the bonds by which society is held together, and government isnothiug
more than public order. ( Guardians of the Poor vs. Greene, 5 Binn. 550.)

““This is the Clristianity which is the law of our land, and,” continues the Court, “1
do not think it will be an invasion of any man’s right of private judgment, or, of the
most extended privilege of propagating his sentiments with regard to religion, in the nian-
ner which he thinks most conclusive. If from a regard to decency, and the good order
of society, profane swearing, breach of the Sabbath, and blasphemy, are punishable by
civil magistrates, these are not punished as sins or offences against God, but crimes inju-
rious to, and having a malignantinfluence on society ; for it is certain, that by these prac-
tices no one pretends to prove any supposed truths, detect any supposed error, or advanee
any sentiment whatever.”

Nciwe-York.~——The subject to which this note pertains, was further discussed in the Su-
preme Court of New-York in 1811, in the case of the People vs. Ruggles. (8 Johnson,
230.) The trial was for blasphemy. [In delivering the opinion of the Court, Chief Jus-
tice Kent said, “the authorities shew that blasphemy against God, and contumelious
reproaches and profane ridicule.of Christ, or the Holy Scriptures, (which are equally
treated as blasphemy) are offences punishable at common law, whether uttered by words
or writings. 'The consequences may be less extensively pernicious in the one case than
in the other ; but in both instances, the reviling 1s still an offence, because it tends to
corrupt the morals of the people, and to destroy good order. Such offences have always
been considered independent of any religious establishment or the rights of the Chureh.
There is nothing in our manners and institutions which has prevented the application or
the necessity of this point of the common law., We stand equally in need now as former-
ly, of all that moral discipline, and of those principles of virtue, which help to bind
society together. The people of this State, in common with the people of this country,
profess the general doctrines of Christianity, as the rule of their faith and practice ; and
to scandalize the author of these ductrines is not only, in a religious point of view ex-
tremely impious, but even in respect to the obligations due to society, is a gross vidlation
of decency and good order. Nothing could be more offensive to the virtuous pirt of the
community, or more injurious to the tender morals of’ the young, than to declure such pro-
fanity lawful. It would go to confound all distinction between things sacred and profane;
for to use the words of one of the greatest oracles of humuan wisdom, “ profane scofiing
doth by little and little detace the revcrence for religion ;* and who adds in another place,
“two priucipal causes have I ever known of Atheism j—curious contioversies und profane
scoffing.” (Buacon's Works, vol. ii. pp. 291. 503.) The very idea of jurisprudence with
the ancient law-givers and philusophers, embraced the religion of the country,  Jurispru-
dentia cst divinarum atque humanarum rerum notitia. (Dig. b, 1. 10. 2. Cic, De legibus
b. 2. passin.”’ )

Though the Constitution hus discarded religious establishinents, it does not forlad judi-
cial cognizance of those offences against religion and morality, which bave no reference
to any such establishment, or to any particular formm of government, but are punishable,
because they strike at the root of moral obligation, and weaken the security of the social
ties. The legislative exposition of the Constitution is conformable to this view of il
Christianity in its enlarged sense, as a religion revealed and taught in the Bible, is not
unknown to our law, The statute for preventing immorality, (Laws vol. 1. p, 224,) conse-
crates the first day of the week as holy tine, and considers the violation of it immoral.
The Act concerning oaths, ( Laws, vol, i. p. 405,) recognises the common law mode of ad-
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ministering an oath, “ by laying the hand on and kissing the gospels.” Surely, then, we
are bound to conclude, that wicked and malicious words, writings and actions which go
to vilify those gospels, continue as at common law, to be an offence againsi the public
peace and safety. They are inconsistent with the reverence due to the administration of
an oath, and among other evil consequences, they tend to lessen in the public mind, its
religious sanction.” In this decision, all the justices concurred.

In the Convention of New-York, assembled in 1821, to revise the Constitution of that
State, this decigion of the Supreme Court was condemned with unsparing severity by
General Root, who said that he wished for freedom of conscience, and that if judges un-
dertake to support religion by the arm of the law, it will be brought into abhorrence and
contempt. (Debates, p. 463.) In defending the decision of the Court, Ch. J. Kent said:
“*such blasphemy was an outrage upon public decorun;, and if sanctioned by our tribunals
would shock the moral sense of the country, and degrade our character as a Christian
people. 'The authors of our Constitution never meant to extirpate Christianity, more
than they meant to extirpa'e public decency. Itis in u degree recognised by the statute
for the observance of the Lord's Day, and for the mode of administering oaths. The
Court never intended to interfere with any religious creeds or sects, or with religious dis-
cussions. They meant to preserve, 80 fur as it came within their cognizance, the morale
of the country, which rested on Christianity as the foundation. They meant to apply the
principles of common law against blasphemy, which they did not believe the Constitution
ever meant to gbolish. Are we not a Christian people ? Do not ninety-nine hundredths
of our fellow-citizens hold the general traths of the Bible to be dear and sacred 7 To
attack them with ribaldry and malice, in the presence of these very believers, must, and
ought to be a serious public offence. It disturbs, and annoys, and offends, and shocks,
and corrupts the public taste. The common Jaw, as applied to correct such profanity, ie
the application of common reason and unatural justice to the secarity of the peace and good
order of society.”’

Mr. Tompkins, (President of the Convenrtion and Vice-President of the United States,)
said ; ‘‘the Court had never undertaken to uphold by the authority of law, any particular
sect, but they had interposed, and rightfully iuterposed, as the guardians of the public
morals, to suppress those vatrages on public opinion and public feeling, which would oth-
erwise reduce the community to a state of bailacism, corrupt ite purity, and debase the
mind. He was not on the bench at the timne the decision alluded to took place, but he
fully accorded in the opinions that were advanced : and he eould not hear the calumnioe
that hud gone forth against the judiciary on that subject, without regret and reprobation.
No man of generous mind ; nov inan who regarded public sentiment, or that delicacy of
feeling which lies at the foundation of moral punty, could defead such an outrnge on
public morals, or say that the decision was unmerited or unjust.”

In this note, the author bas reviewed with soine care the legtslation of South-Carolina
in regard to the Christian religion. 1le hasglso quoted several statutes, &e. of the United
States on the same subject. He has freely quoted © single docision of each of the Su-
preme Cotrts of Pennsylvania and New-York ; and also a specimen of the discussion held
in the Convention of New-York in 1821. 'The sentiments of Massachusetts, can be seen
in her Constitution quoted above, (p.30.) and also in the extract fiom an opinion of the Iste
Ch.J. Parsons,given in Note G. T'o these it ruay be well to add the veryrecent authority of
Judge Thatcher of the Municipal Court of Buston, contuined in a charge to the Grand
Yury of the County of Sutivik, Dec. 1332, p. b. * yos ate to present, says he, ail offences
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egainst religion, public decency, greod morals, in profanation of the Sabbath, or in distur:
bance of those whv arc met for the public worship of God. Who may not hail with pleasure
the return of the Sabbath. The wisdom of the institution is proof of its divine origin. It
1s a day consecrated by heaven and by the laws of society, for the worship of the Supreme
Being, for the rest of mun and beast, {for the study and contemplation of religious truth,
for cultivating the purest inoral and social qualities of our nature, and for indulging in the
pleasures of devotion, and in the hopes of immortality.” ‘The author does not think it
necessary or useful to continue his search in regard to other States. He has every reason
to believe. that if search were madd into the legislation and decisions of the other States,
they wounld be found to speak as decisively on this subject as those whose records he has
examined.” Notwithstanding the fullness and distinctness which are found in the deci-
siong of Pennsylvania and New-York. their Constitutions contain less in regard to Christi
anity, than is found in those of imost of the other States. As Sunday is peculiarly a Christian
tnstitution, laws requiring its observance are aspecies of test in regard tothissubject; and Mr.
Frelinghuysen says, that twenty-three at least out of twenty-four States have such laws,
(p. 15.) Tothem the aathor is able to add, upon the same authority, (Bpeech in 1830)
the Territory of Michigau, which, by an Act of May, 1320, ordains, ¢ that the first day of
the week shall be kept and obiserved by the people of the Terntory aus a Sabbath, holy
day, or day of rest, from all secglar labour and employments.” The preamble declares,
~ that in every community, some portion of time cught to be set apart for relaxation frow
worldly care and employmeats, and devoted to the social worship of Almighty God, and
the attainment of religious and moral instruction, which are in the highest degree promo-
tive of the peace, happiness and prosperity of a peupie.” The author now hopes and be-
lieves, that his readers will conclude with him, (See p. 16,) that Christianity (without dis-
tinction of sects) is the established religiun of the nation, that its institutions and usages are
sustained by legal sanctions, and that many of them are incorporated with the fundamental

law of the country.

With a view of illustrating this subject by uniting high authority with great clearness of
argument, the author subjoins a part of the opinion of the late Chief Justice Parsons, of
Massachusetts, in the case of Barnes vs. First Parish in Falmouth, contained 6 Mass. Re-
ports, p. 404, &c. In this case, the Court had occasion to vindicate Art. 3, Part i. of the
Constitution of that State (p.30.) So far as the Massachusetts’ Constitution and the argu-
ment vindicating it make a discrimination between Christiun denominations, they do not
meet the concurrence of the author, but he considery the main positions of the Chief Jus-
tice incontrovertible, and his course of reasoning highly instructive and convineing. To
the members of the legal profession, itis not necessary to say uny thing of this celebrated
jorist; and to all others, it is sufficient to say, that in all the qualities which adorn the
bench, he may fairly be placed by the side of Holt, Hale, Hardwicke, Mansfield, Seott,
Marshall, Kent and Story.

** The object of a free civil government, (sava the Chief Justice.) is the promotion and
security of the happiness of the citizens. These effects cannot be produced, but by the

* While revising this discoursce, the author perceives it has been decided in Vermont, that ¢ no action
can be maintained on a contract mude on Sunduy, it being contrary to the ohvious meaning of the statute
relating to that day, as weil as g violatian of morg law.”—Go<pel Mcwecnger for Aug. 1333,
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knowledge and practice of our moral duties, which comprehend all the social and civil
obligations of man to man, and the citizen 1o the State. 1If the civil magistrate in any
State, could procure by his regulations an uniform practice of these duties, the govern-
ment ol that State would be perfect.

*“'To obtain that perfection, it is not enough for the magistrate to define the rights of the
several citizens, as they are related to life, liberty, property and reputation, and to punish
thnse by whom they inay he invaded. Wise iaws, made 10 this end, and faithfully exccut-
ed, may leave the people strangers to many of the enjoyments of civil and socizl life, with-
out which their happiness will be extremely imperfect. [Tuman laws cannot oblige to
the performance of the duties of .imperfect obligation ; as the duties of charity and hos-
pitality, henevolence and good neighbourhood : as the duties resntang from the relation of
husband and wife, parent and child; of man to man us children of a common parent; and
of real patriotism, by influencing every citizen to love his country, and to obey all its laws.
These are moral duties, flowing from the disposition of the heart, and not sabject to the
control of human legislation,

‘“ Neither can the laws prevent by temporal punishment, secret offences committed
without witness, to grutify malice, revenge, or any other passion, by assailing the most
unportant and inest estimable rights of others. For human tribunals cannot proceed
agamst any crimes unless ascertained by evidence: and they are destitute of all power to
prevent the counnission of ofiences, unlesxby the feeble examples eahibited in the punish-
ment of those who may be detected.

* Civil government, therefore, availing itself only of its own powers, is extremely de-
fective; and uuless it could derive assistance from snme superior power, whose laws extend
to the temper and disposition of the human heart, and before whom no offence is secret ;
wretched indeed would be the state of man ander a civil constitution of any form.

“’I'his most manifest tenth has been felt by legislators in all ages; and as man is born not
only a social but a religions being, so in the pagan world, false and absurd systeis of reli-
gion were adopted and patromized by the magistrate, to remedy the defects necessarily
existing 1 a government inerely civil.

“ On these principles tested by the experience of mankind, and by the reflections of
reason, the people of Massachusetts, in the frame of their guveinment, adopted and patro-
nized u religion, which by its benign and euergetic influences, might co-operate with hu-
man institutions, to promote and secure the happiness of the citizens, so far as might be
consistent with the imperfections of'man.  /

In selecting a religion, the prople were not exposed to the hazard of choosing a false and
defective rehigious system; Christianity had long been promulgated, its pretensions and
excellencies well kuown, and its divine authority aduntted. 'T'his religion was found to
rest on the basis of immortal truth ; to contain n system of morals adapted to man in all
possible ranks and conditions, situations and circumstances, hy conforming to which he
would be ameliorated and improved in all the relations of hwnan life; and to furmish the
most efficacious sanctions, hy bringing to light a future state of retribution. And this re.
ligion as understood by protestants, tending by its effects to make every man, submitting
to its influences, a better husband, parent, child, neighbour, citicen and magistrate, was,
by the people, established as a fundamental and essentinl part of their Constitution.

“The manner in which this establishment was made, is liberal, and consistent with the
rights of conscience on religious subjeets.  Asreligious opinions, and the time and manner
ﬁfP;pregsing the homage due to the Governor ol the Universe. are potnts dcpending on

F
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the sincerity and belief of euch individnal, and do not concern the public interest, care is
taken in the second article of the Declaration of Rights, to guard these points from the in-
terference of the civil magistrate; and no man can be hurt, molested or restrnined in his
person, liberty or estate, for worshipping God in the manner and season most agreeable to
the dictates of his own conscience, or for his religious profession or sentiment, provided
he does not distnrh the public peace. or obstruct others in their religious worship ; in which
case he is punished, not for his religions opimions or worship, but becauso he interrupts
others in the enjoyment of the rights he clains for himself, or beeause he has broken the
public peace.

‘ Having secured liberty of conscience. on the subjert of religious opinion and wor-
ship for every man, whether Protestant or Cathnlic, Jew, Mahometan or Fagan, the Con
stitution then provides for the public teacling of the precepts and maxims of the religion
of Protestant Chiristians to all the people.  And for this purpose, it is made e right and
duty of all corporate religious sucieties to elect and support a public Protestant teacher of
plety, religion and morality ; and the election and support of the teacher depend exclusive.
ly on the will of 4 majority of each soctety incorporated for those purposes.  As puttic
instruction requires persons who may be taught, every citizen may be enjoined to atend
on some one of these teachera, at times and sezsons stated by law, if there be any on
whose instructions he can conxcientionsly attend.

*“ In the election and suppartof a teacher, every member of thie corporation s hound
by the will of the majorty - hut as the 2reat object of this provision was to secure the
election and support of pul i Protestant teachers by corporite societies. and seme men-
bers of any corporation mmzhit he of a sect or denominaticn of Protestant Christings differ-
ent from the majority of the members, and might cliose 10 unite with other Protestint
Chrnistians of their own sect or denomination, in maintaining a public teacher, who by law
was entitled to support, aud on whose instruction they usually attended; indulgence was
granted. that persons thus situated might have the money they contributed to the suppiort
of public vvorship, and of the public teachers nforesaid, appropriated to the support of the
teacher, on whose instruetions they should attend.

‘“ Several objections have at times been made o this establishment, which may be re-
duced to three = that when iinun disapproves of uby reiigion, or of any suppored doetrine of
any religion, to compel him by law toeantribute money for public instruetion in such religion,
or ducirine, is an infraction of his liberty of couscience ;—that to compel a man to pay for
publie religious instructions, on which he does not attend, and from which he ean, there-
fore, derive no benefit is unreasonable and intolerant:—and that it s anu-chnstian for any
State to avanl itselfof the precepts and maxims of Christianity  to support civil govern-
ment ; because the founder of 1t has deelared, that Lis kingdom ts not ol this waorld,

““ These objections zo to the anthority ofYhe people to mahe this Constitution, whieh g
not proper nor competent for us to bring into question.  Aud although we are not able,
and have no inclination to assame the charaeter of theologions, yet it may aot he mproper
to make a few short observations, to defend our Constitution fram the charges ol peisecu.
tion, intolerance und impiety.

“* When it is remembered. that to man is compellable 1o atiend on any religions mstrue-
tion, which he conscientionsly disapproves: and that he is alisolutely profected in the most
perfect freedom of conzeieuce in his religions opinions und worship; e fivst objection
scems to mistake a man's conseience for his aroney, and to deny the Btats o right of levy-
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ing and of appropriating the money of the eitizens, at the will of the Logislature, in which

they arc all represented. But as every citizen derives the security of his property, and

the fruits of his industry from the power of the State; so, us the price of this protection, he

is bound to contribate in common with his fellow-citizens for the public use, so much of
his property and for such public useq, a8 the State shall direct.  And if any individual can

lawiully withhold his contribution, because he dislikes the uppropristion, the authority of
the Stute to levy tixes would be aunihilated; and without money it would soon cease to

bave any authority.  But all monies ratsed and appropriated for public uses by any cor-

porition, pursuant to powers derived fiom the State, are raised and w.ppropriated substan-

tially by the authority of the State,  And the people in their Coustitution, instead of devoly-

ing the support of public teachers on the corporations by whom they should be elected,

might have directed their sapport to be defrayed out of the public treasury, to be reimburs-

ed by the levving and collection of stute taxes.  And against this mode of support, the ob-

jection of an individual disapproving of the o! ject of the public taxes, would have the same

weight it can have. against the mode of public support through the medium of corporate

taxation. Iu either ease, it can have no weight to maintain a charge of persecution for

con: cience sake.  The great error lies i nat distingnishing between liberty of conacience

0 religicns opinions and wofkhip, and the nght of appropriating money by the State.
'Th (orner is an analienable right, the latter is surrendered to the State as the price of
protection.

“The second objetion v that it is 1atalerant to compel & man to pay for religious in-
stitietion, fiom whieh, as he does not hear it, he can derive no Lenefit.  ‘This objection is
fouad::d wholly 10 mistake.  The object of public religious instruction is, to teach and to
enforee by suitoble arguments, the practice of a system of correct morals among the people,
and to lorm and cultivate reasonable and just habits and manners ; by which every man's
person and ploperiy ure prulmrlu:l from outrage 3 and his persunal and socr | enjoyments
promoted and muliipiied.  Prom these efesisevery man derives the most important ben-
efits, und whether be be or be not an auditor of any public teacher, he rezeives more
solid aud perman-ent advantages troin this pablie instruction, than the administration of
justice in courts of Linw can give bisu. The Lke objection may be made by any man to
the supnot o pblis sohwols 88 he have no fanily who antend @ and any man who has no
Jaw <uit may o'seet to the surpart of judges and prrors on the same ground 3 when if there
were 1o coarts of Lo, he wonld anfortunately find that causes for law suits would suffi.
ciently abound.

“The List objection is founded ypon the suppo<ed aati-chiistian conduet of the State, in
avatling itsell’ of the precepts and maxims of Chuistiinity, for the purposes of a more
excellent civit government. 1t is aduntted that the founder of this relizion did not intend
(o eroact a temporat domieion, agreeably 1o the prejudices of his countrymen; but to reign
i the hearts of men by subduing their iregular appetites and propensities, and by mould.
ing their ||:l-'~=iull- to the nobleat UL P<es. Aund st 1s one great excellence of his religion,
that not pretending to worldly powmp aud power, it is caleulated and accommodated to
amelimate the eoudact and condition of man under any form of civil government.

“Phe objection goes further, and complains that Christianity 1s not left for its promul-
sation and sapport, to the means de-igued by its author, who requires not the assistance
of man to cffect his purposes and intentions.  Our Constitution certainly provides for the
punishment of many breaches of the laws of Chrstianity ; not for the purpose of prop-
ping up the Christiag religion. hat he~anse those breachies are offences against the laws
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of the State; and it 12 u civil, as well as religions duty of the magistrate. not to hear the
sword in vain. But there are mauy preeepts of Christianity. of which the violution
cannnt be punished by human laws; and asthe obedience to them is beneficial to civil
society, the State has wisely taken care that they should be taught and also enforced by
explaining their moral aund religious sanctions, as they cannot be enforced by temporal
punishments.  And from the genins and temper of this religion. and from the henevolent
character of its author, we inist conelude that it is lus intention, that man should be bene-
fited by it in his civil and political relations, as well as in his individaal capacity.  And
it remains for the objector to prove, that the patronage of Christianity by the civil magis-
trate induced by the tendeney of its precepts to form good eitizens, is not one of the
means, by which the knowledge of its doctrines was intended to be disseminated ind pre-
served among the human roce.

“The lnst branch of the objection rests on the very correct position, that the faith and
precepts of the Christian religlon are so interwoven that they wust be taught together ;
whence it is 1uferred, that the State by enjoining iustruction in its precepts, interferes with
its doctrines, and assumes a power not entrusted to any human authorty'.

“If the State claimed the absurd power of directing or controlling the faith of the citi-
zens, there might be sone ground forthe ohjection.  But no such power iz cluimed. The
suthority devived frem the Constitution extends no further than to submit to the uoder-
standings of the people, the evidence of truths deemed of public utility, leaving the
weight of the evidence and the teudency of those truths, to the conscience of every
.

*“ Indeed this objection must come from a willing objeetor ; for it extends in its conse-
quences, to prohibit the State from providing for public m-truction in many branches
of useful knowledge which npaturally tend to defeat the arguments of infidelity, to
illu-trate the doctrines of the Chuistian religion, and to confirm the fuith of its pro-
fessors,

“ Ax Chiristimity bas the promise not only of this, but of a future lifo ; it cannot be
denicd that public instruetion in piety, religion and morality by Protestant reachers, may
have a heneficial effect beyond the present state of extstenee.  And the people are to be
applauded, as well for theis benevolence as for their wisdem, that in selecting a religion,
whose precepts and sunctions might supply the defects in eivil goverument, necessarily
limited in its power, and supported only by temporal penulties, they adopted a religion
founded in truth ; whieh in itstendency will protect our property here, and may sceure to
us an inheritance in another and @ better country.”

To illustrate and enforce his vics s further on tiis sabiect, the stithor reprints a part of's.
speech of Alexander H. Lverett. fate American Minister to Spaun, delivered in the Sen-
ate of Massachusetts, last winter,

“Without going into general and merely <pecnlative rewsonivg, T usk, gi‘.':tlen;EII, o
produce an instance of any considerable Stite, of ancient or modern time~, in which
public worship and public instraction in religion have been kept o sithout the aid of
Government.  The seienee of polities i eminently a practical one, aid it is rarely safetn
adopt any principle that has not been sanctioned by former expericnce.  If gentlemen
undertake to maintun, that veligion will tuke care of itselfs-that 1t will be properly sup-
ported, whether the Government provide for it or not, let them point out a2 commuunity in
which the experunent has been made and has succeeded. Sir, 1 apprehend that none
willbe found. T can sav at least. with perfect truth. that in the limited range of my re
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searclies into history, I have never met with an account of such instance. In all the most
distinguished ~tate:, whether of ancient or modern times ; one of the principal, 1 may
say indeed, the principal care of the community bas heen, to proside for the support of
religion. In Egyrpt, Palestive, and the Oriental nations, religion has always been the
main object of the Government. 1n Greece it was the ouly boud of uulen, that held
together the several members of that illusttious Commonwealth of States.  The Antphyc-
tionic Council, which corresponded, us fur as any part of the Greek Counstitution can be
said to correspond with it, with our Geuaeral Government, was authorized to act upon 1o
other subject. In thie Counstitution of ancient Roine, the same featare is not less spparent,
and it is to this very fuct that Cicero attributes the remarkable success of the State,
‘However much we may be disposed to exalt our advantages,’ says this illustrious orator,
mone of his addresses 1o the Senate, ‘it is nevertheless ecrtain, that we have been sur-
pussed in popalation by the Spaniards, in physical force by the Ganls, in shrewdness and
canting Ly Carthage. 1 the tinearts by Greece, and in mere native talent by some of our
Italian fellow-countrymen ;5 but in the single point of atiention to religion we have exceed-
ed other nations, and it is by the fivourable influence of this circumstance npon the char-
acter of the people thot I account for our success in acquiring the political and military
azcendency that we now enjoy throughout the world.” It is needless 1o add, that in all the
modern European nationis and their colonies, religivcu is amply and carefully provided for
by the community, and is in fact one of the great objeets of the care and attention of the
Government.

* In this respect, the experience of the world 1s uniform and without exception. 1tis
accordingly laid down in general terns, as an acknowledged principle, by one of the
most judicious political writers, thut no State, whether of ancient or modern times, has
ever flourished, of which the foundation was not laid, in oue way or another, on religion,
The great Lord Chancellor Bacon, whose naine ulone 1s alimost descisive anthority on
any one point of general philosophy, in enumerating what he calls the four pillars of Gov-
erntnent, three of which are justice, counsel and treasure, places religion as the first in
order and importance at the head of the list.  The reason why religion is universally and
justly represented as assential to the prosperity of States, i< not less obvious than the fact.
The object of Government is to enforece among individuals the ob~eivance of the moral
faw, and States are prosperous In proportion as this object is attained.  DBut the only effec-
tnal sanction of this law is to be found in religion. Hence a Government, which neglects
the care of religion, is guilty of the folly of ‘pronlgating laws unaccompanied with any
adequate sanction, of requiring the comimnunity to obey without presenting to their minds
the motives that generally induce to a prompt and cheerful obedience. Under these cir-
cumstances, the only resource left to the public authorities is mere physical force, and ex-
perience has abundantly shewn, that this is wholly ineflfectual, escepting as an aid and
supplement in particular cases, to the moral influences which alone can be depended on
for the preservation of tlie tranquility and good order of society.

‘1 am aware, that some of our sister States may be regarded as exceptions to the re-
mark, that 1o all civilized comnunities, religion has, been a principal object of the atten-
tion of the Government. They have in fact been mentioned as such in the course of
thisdebate. It has been said, 1 believe with truth, that Massachusetts is now the only one
of the United States, 1n which the Legislature is authorized by the Constitution to make
any public provision by law for the support of religion. Sir, I for one am proud of the
distinction, such asitis. If the sacred guest whose influence bas for two centuries, in the
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taneuuge of Burke, *cousecrated the Commonwealth,’ s in future to he banished from car
councils, Lrejoice that the last lingering traces of her presence will be secn on the soil,
which has been, from the beginning of our history, her favorite abode: in the midst of
the places that have been rendered fiunous by the exploits which her influence inspired -
on the heights of Dorchester aud Charlestown, and the bloody plains of Lexington. DBut,
Sir, the exception is only apparent, and 1 undertake to say, that there is no community
on earth, of which the history illustrates more fully and pointedly than ours, the pri-
ciple, that those Statesonly have flourished, whose fonadations were laid in religton.

* § conless that Lhave seen with regret and uneasiness an apparent disposition in a part
of the coinmunity in this as well as in some other countries, to overlvok these obviouy
truths. ‘T'here are persons, and even parties, who at the very moment when the use of
physical foree us an cogine off government is diseredited and abandoned, seem to be Jabor-
tug with a sort of {rantic energy to destray the intluence of all the moral motives that can
be substituted fur it; more especially religion,  The effort now waking in this Common-
wealth, apparently with a prospect of success, to amend or rather virtually to abolish
Art. i, of the Bill of Rights, is one of the sympios of' the spirit to which I now alludo.
Auother may be seen inthe growing inclination to exclude rehgion from our colleges and
other institutions tor eduecation.  We have seen withio two or three years, in another State,
a college founded and endowed with princely liherality, but on the scandalous coundition.
that no clergvman shonld even set foot within its walls.  Such a condition, as betng con-
trary to good morals, i< inmy opinion, void, and the bequest might be made to take effect
without it But however this may be, the introduetion ol it into the wili of the tounder,
and the acquiescence in it by the parties interested, ae melancholy indications of the
state of public feeling,  Lven in this section of the country, once, I may say still, the
head quanters of geod principles, in the selection of persons to be employed in the gov-
erinment and ostraction of the principal colleges, a prefecence has of late years been
almost avowedly given to persons of other professions over elergymen. [ am aware, Sir,
that some pretext is aflorded for such a pretereuce and for such in exclusion as the one to
which [ have alluded in the will of Mr. Girard, by the acrimony with wineh the dificrent
theological puities coutend with cuch othier about trivid points ol doctrine and discipline;
(o the utter negicet of the real trinths, and above al) the deep and sieere religious feeling,
which alene (cluelly 1) ave of any importance.  But, Sir, whatever plausible pretext may
be found for such a tendeney, were it even justifiable under all circustances, in the par-
trcular cases to whieh 1 allude, its practical resudts are not the Jess mischievous. ] have
said and 1 repeat, thatif] while we abandon the use of physical force as an engiue of main-
taining order, we alro discard the only valoable and effectual moral influencez, and leave
the individual to the unchecked guidunce of hiv own selfish passions, onr institutions
will he found to be nnpracticable, and society will fall into a state of dissoluiion.

“Ihe gentleman from Berkshice tells us that religion will exist 3 that it iy independent
of the aid of Government ;~that it will tuke care of itself, Why, Sir, this 1s all true,
dut in what way 7 Religion takes care of herself by giving stability, permanence, vig-
our, health, life to the individuals, the families, the communities, that care for her, The
individuals, the commurities that are penetrated with a truly religious spirit, and exercise
the moral qualities which flow from that source ouly, regulatly prosper. They inherit
the earth! 'Those that pursue a different course. as regularly dwindle into nothing
and disappear. This, Sir, is the way in which religion takes care of itself, How then
does the priociple apply to the care in question 7 If we, Sir, as a community reject re-
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ligion, we shall gradully decline from our present prosperous social condition, until the
places that now kuow us, knosw us no more, and other communities, animiated by a better
spirit, come up and occupy them in our stead. This is the order of naturc, or in other
words, the will of Providence, and we can no more expest to escape from the operation

of it, than an individual can expect to escape from the usual physical results of intemper-
ance and vice."”

ll.'—- Pd‘.[:rﬂ 2:.! .

Nor were the professions made by the colunists of a desire to convert the native tribes of
this country to the Christian Faith, vain and unsubstantial. The labours of Eliot, of
Gookin, and of the five Mavhews, are a model of missionary zeal, enterprise, persever-
ance and self:devotion. In 1674, the single colony of Muassachusetts contained not less
than 3600 Christian Indinns.  In 1692, report was made to the commissioners of the
Societv for Propagating the Gospel, that within the same colony, there were thirty distinet
assemblies of Indians, having 36 teachers, 5 schoolmasters and 20 rulers. The whole
number of Indians under this arrangement, was 3020.  All the rulers, teachers and school-
masters were Indians ; but the teachers were occasionally assisted by the neighboring
clergy. A favorable report wag given of the improvement and manners of the Indians,
of their sabriety, decent dress, and proficieney in reading and writing.  Mr. Eliot, often
called the Apostle of the Indians, translated the entire Bille, Baxter’s Call, &ec. into the
Indian language. e, moreover, composed and published Catecliisms, Primers, Gram-
mars. &c. for their use. Mr. Fliot declared to Mr. Gookin, that he considered himszelf
pledged “to endeavour, so fur as in him lay. the aceomplishment and fulfilling the cove-
nant and promise, which the people of New-England made to the King when he granted
their charters; viz. that one great end of their emigration to the new worid, was, to com-
municate the gospel to the native Indians.”’=Quar. Reg. vol. iv. p. 190-204,

Endeavours for the conversionofthe Indians were not confined to individuals.  In 1619,
twelve years after the first <e'tlement of Virginia, we find this record:~ The King of
England having formerly issued his letters to the several bishops of the kingdom, for col-
lecting money to erect a college in Virginia, for the education of Indian children, nearly
£1,599 had been already paid towards this heu-:;velﬂnt and pious design, and Henrico had
been selected axa snitable place for the Seminary.  The Virgima Company, on the re-
commendation of Sir Edwin Sandys, its treasurer, now granted 10,01 acres of land, to
be laid off for the University at Henrico.” ¢ The first design.” says Anderson, * wasto
erect and baild a college in Virginia, for the training up and educating infidel (Indian)
children in the true knowledee of God.” (Am. Qua. Rea, vol. iv. p. 123.) One of the
principal designs fihe founders of the college of Williamn and Mary iu Virginia, was, to
nrovide insiruction, for the Indians.  The Houn. Robert Boyle, one of the Governors, gave
large sums of mone - for this purpose. Ie was very zealous in this work, sending 400 miles
to collect Indian chil.'ren. * first establishing a school on the frontiers convenient to the In-
dians, that they might often see their children under the first management, where they
learnt to read; paying £500 per annnm out of his own poclet to the schoolmaster there;
after which they weie brought to the college.”  Beverly's Hust, of Virginia, quotcd ™n
Awmer. Quar. Reg, vol. . p. 2.
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'The original of D:turouth Coliege in N -w-Iampshire. was an Indian Charity School.
instituted abont the year 1754, by the Rev. Dr. Eleazar Wheelock. TFor several years,
with some assistanee trom others, be clothed, maintained and educated 2 number of Indian
children, ** with a view to their carrving the gospel in their own langnage, and spread-
ing the kunwledge of the Great Redeemer amony their savage tribes,”” The charter of
the college (granted hy George T in 1769,) also says, in addition to the preceding quota-
tion, that Dr. Whelock “actually emploved a number of them (educated Indians) as
iissionaries and ~clioolinasters in the wilderness for that purpose; and that by the bless-
ing of God upon hi« »ndeavours, the design became reputable among the Indians, inso-
tiuch that alarger number desired the edueation of their children in said school, antd were
also disposed to receive missionaries and schoolmasters in the wilderness, more than could
he supplied by the chiaritable contributions in the Anicrican colonies.” Accordingly con-
tributions were sousiit and obtained in England. The charter further recites, ¢ that we
(the Crown) willing to encourage the landable and charitable design of spreading Chiris-
tian knowledge umong the savagesof our American wilderness, and also that the bestmeans
of education be estiblished in our province of New-ITampshire, constitute a eollege by
the name of Dartmouth College, for the education and instruction of youth, of the Indian
tribes in this land, in reading, writing, aad all parts of learaing which shall appear necessa-
ry and expedient for civilizing and ehristianizing children of Pagans, as well as in all libe-
ral arts and ~ciences ; and also of English youth aud any others.” (4 Hheaton’s Reports,
pp. 910-5624) This college stll has a fund apjpropriated to the education of Indian
youths: and there has seldom, if ever, been a time, when there were not some Indian
vouths tirmbers of it, or attached to its preparatory schoul. Not less than fifteen or twen-
tv {ndian youths hiw e received the degrees of this college, and many have passed through
the earlier stagesof it collegiate education.  Qeccasionally an Indian youth has been gradu-
ated at other Northern colleges.  Mr. Justice Story says:={Centenmial Discourse) “ they
(the colonists) weie aided by higher considerations, by the desire ty propagate Christiani-
ty among the Indians;a desirve, which is breathed forth in their confidential papers, in their
domestic letters, in their private prayers, and in their public devotions. 1In this object,
they were not on!y sincere, but constant.  So sincere and so constant, that one of the
arave accusations against them has been, that in their religious zeal, they compelled the
Indians, by penal.ies, to attend public worship, and allured them by pre<ents, to abandon
their infidehity.  Io truth, the propagation of Christianity was a leading motive with many
of tire early promot. . < of the settlement: and we need no better proof of it, than the estab-
lishment of an Ludiu schiool at Harvard College to teach them the rudiments of the Chuis-

tian fauth.'”

No—Pagc .

No one individu !, perhaps, has contributed so wuch as Dr. Fianklin, towards forming
the peculiar traits o’ the American character.  His love of knowledge, his patient indus-
try, bis frugality, Lis moderation, his love of peace, his disciplined temper, his keen saga-
city, and public spirit, have deeply impressed themselves on his countrymen. His influ-
ence has been usfuvourable to religion, by eausing many to believe, that morality without
the sustaining aid of personal religion, is sufficient for this life, and adequate to secure
happiness in the life te come. His early seepticiam may be ascribed in some measure teo
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his tnjudicions parental education and discipline. The most authentic inemorials of his
rehgious opinions, are his letters to the Rev. Mr. Whitefield and President Stiles, the for-
mer wrnitten in 1753, and the latter in 1790.  ( Franklin's Horks, vol. vi. pp. 34, 241.) in
e latter, he speaks of Christianity as “ the best system of relirion and morals the world
ever saw or i8 hike to see.” o some (unknown) person, who seemsto have consulted
him in regard to publishing a work against Christianity, he replies by puiting the ques-
tion; * if mankind are so wicked with religion, what wonld they be withontit?” He
advises the siune person to burn his wanusertpt before it is ~cen by any voe else. and to
" thrnk how great a portion of mankind consists of weak and ignorant meu and women,
and of inexperienced tnconsiderate youth of both sexes, who have need of the motives of
religion to restrain them from vice, to support their virtue. and to retain them in the prac-
tice of 1t till it becownes habitual, which (sayshe) isthe great poin® for its security.”  (Idam.
vi. 243.) e here distinctly admits the nccessity of vel: z1on to ~up, o2 1 morals of the
community. In fact, his sound counnoen sense and good lechngs, abways led imm . s
more mature years, to discourage all disrespect to religion, and to aid any thing wiach
tended to enlargeits influence.  ( Tudor’'s Lije of Joines Otis, pp. 356-391.) Baut the most
remarkable proof of his 1ncreased sensibility to i value of rehgion, iate in life, is con-
tained in a speech delivered by him in the Convention assembied in 1787, 10 form the pre-
sent Consgtitution of the United States. The Convention had fu ! n into great dutficulties,
and tie bnsiness had come apparently to a stand.  In justice to §)r. Franklin, cs well ae
for the sake of its good tendency and intiusate connection with this discussion, the apeech
ts attached to this note.

‘* Mr. President, (says he) the small progress we have made after four or five weeks
close atteudance and continual reasoning with each other, our differeni sentiments vn al-
most every question, several of the last producing as many Noes as Ayes, is, methinks, a
melancholy proof of the imperfection of the human understanding.  We. indeed, seem to
feel our own want of political wisdom, since we have been runuiug all about in search of
it.  We have gone back 1o ancient history, for models of government, and examined the
different forins of those republics, which, having been origiuaily fonned with the seeds of
their own dissolution, now no longer exist ; and we have viewed odern states aii round
Euwope, bat find none of their constitutious suitable to our circur.istances.

‘““ In this situation of this assembly, groping a¢ it were in the dark, to find political truth,
and scarce able to distinguish it when presented to us, how has it happened, Sir, that we
have not hitherto once thought of humbly applying to the Father of Lights to ilummnate
our understandings. lu the beginning of the contest with Dritain, when we were sensible
of danger, we had daily prayers in this room for the divine protection.  Our prayers, Sir,
were heard :-and they were graciously answered. Al of us, who were engaged iu tie
struggle, must have observed frequent ipstances of @ superintending Providence in our
favour. To that kind Providence we owe this happy opportunity of cousulting in peace
on the means of establishing our future national feliety.  And have we now forgotten that
powerful friend 7-or do we unagine we no longer need its assistance ? I have lived, Sir,
a lung time; and the longer I live the more convincing proofs | see of this truth, that God
governs in the affairs of men ; and i a sparrow caunot fall to the ground without his netice,
1§ it probable that an empire can rise without his aid? Ve have been assured, Sir. in the
Sacred Writings, that ‘ except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that vuild it.”
[ firmly believe this; and I also believe, that without his concurring aid, we shall succeed in
vhis political bnilding no better than the builders of Babel : we sball be divided by ourlittle
“
‘
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partial Joeal interests: our projects will be contfounded, and we oursch es shall become a
reproace and a by-v ond down to futare ages.  And what is worse, mankind may hereaf-
ter, trow thes uoloruanie insianee, despair of esiablishing covernment by human wisdom,
and leave it 1o chaseo, war, and conquest, 1 therselore, beg leave to move, that hence-
forth proyers, anplorvine the assistauce of Heaven, and its blessing on our delibevations,
be held an this assembh every morning before we proceed to business: and that one or
more U the elergy of this ehry) be requested to oliiciate in that service.”  (Frankliw's
Horls. v L5 17 1)

The opiion of Wadhington in egard 10 the necessity of religion to sustain the mo-
rals oi o nation, cannot be reprmted teo often.  In his Farewell Address, he says,
O all the dispositions and babits, whach lead to political prosperity, religion and moral-
Iy e i s pensable supports o vian would that man elium the tnibute of patriotism,
who ~houid Libour to subvert these creat pillars of buman happiness, these firmest props of
the duties of men and citizens.  "Fhe miere politician equally with the pious man, ought to
respect and to cherish them. A volumne could not trace all their connexions with private
atd public felicity.  Let it simply be asked, where is the security for property, for
reputation, for lite, if the sense of religious obligation desert the outhis which are the instru
ments of investigation in Courts ol Justice?  And let us with caution indulge the suppo-
sition, that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be conceded to
the influence of refined eduction os minds of peculiar structure, resson and eaperience
both forbid usto expeet, that nativua! mierality can preval in exclusion of religious princi-
ple.””  See also & Marshall's Washenerton, pp. 44. 57,

Kl""ljﬂgﬂ 2.

Sir W. Neott, speaking of this conspiraey to destroy Christianity ia Furope, and especi-
ally in Franece, says:—"This vk, the philosophers, as they termed thensselves, caried on
with such an unipnited and eager zeal,as plainly to show that infidelity. as well as divinity,
has its fanaticism.  An envenomed fury against religion and all its doctrines; a prompti-
tude to avall than-~clves of every circumstance by which Christianity could be misrepre-
sented o aningenuity in mixing up their opinions in works, which scemed the least fitting
to involve such discussions; ahove ull, i pertinacity in slundering, ridiculing, and vilityng
all who ventured to oppose their principles, distinguished the correspondents in this crle-
brated conspiraey ngainst a religion, which, however, it may be deficed by humau inven-
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tion2, bueathes only that peiace on earth, and good will to the chiidren ol men, which was
prochomed by Heaven at its divine origin.

It trese prepicticed and envenomed opponents had possesed half the desire of truth,
or half’ the benevelence towards mkind, which were eternully on their lips, they would
have tormed the trae estiniute of the spivit el Chrestrionty, not from the use wineh had been
made of the merte noe by nbitious priests or enthusisstie {ools, bat hy ts vital eflects
upon wiankiad at large.  They would hnve seen, that under its influence a thousand brutal
and sanguinary superstivon: Liand died wway: that polygiany bad heen abolished, and with
polv cooav all he abstaeles which 1 offers to domestic huppiness, as well as to the due
education o vouth, aud the natwgat and geadual civilization of society.  They must then
bt o owned, that slavery, which they regarded or attected to vegard with such horror, had
fir=t been giadaally amebiorated, and finally abolizhed by the influence of thie Christian
Roetriges: -that there was no one virtue teaching to elevate wmankind or benefit gociety,
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which was nnt enjoined by the precepts they erideavoured to misrepresent and weaken;
no one vice by which humanity is degraded and society endangered, upon which Christia-
nity hath not imposed a solemn anathema. They might also, in their capacity of philoso-
phers, have considered the peculiar aptitude of the Christian religion, not only to all ranks
and conditions of mankind, but to all climates and to all stages of society.

* Unhappily blinded by self-conceit, heated with the ardour of controversy, gratifying
their literary pride by bLecoming members of a feague, in which kings and princes were
included, and procuring followers by flattering the vanity of some, and stimulating the cu-
pidity of others, the men of the most distingwished parts in France became allied iu a sort
of anti-crusade against Christianity. and indeed against religious principles uf every kind.
How they succeeded is too universally known: aud when it is considered that these men
of letters, who ended by degrading the morals, and destroving the religion of so many
of the citizens of France, had been first called into public estimation by the patronage of
the higher orders, it is impossible not to thiuk of the Israelitish champion, who, brought
into the house of Dagon to make sport for the festive assembly. ended by pulling it dewn
upon the heads of the guests~and upon his own.”” Life of Nagpoleon, vol. i pp. 36. 37.

It 18 understood. that within 2t few years, a society of professed infidels has been form-
ed in New-York. (See Gospel Messenger, vol v. p. 217 ) and the author has observed by
the newspapers, that within a few weeks. the birth day of Thomas Paine, has been celebra-
ted in that city:=it 1s presumed by this society. If these humble pages shall by chance
meet the eye of any one who has celebrated the hirth day of Mr Paiue, he may, perhaps,
be instructed by perusing the following passages from the ec..spondence of Gouverneur
Morrts.

Writing to Mr. Jeflferson. underdate of 21st January, 1794, Mr. Morris says, “ I must
mention, that Thomas Paine is in prison. where he amuses himsell’ with publishing a
pamphlet against Jesus Christ. 1 do not recolleet whether [ mentioned to you, that he
would have been executed along with the rest of the Brissotines, if the adverse party had
notviewed him with contempt. [incline to think, that if e is quiet in prison, he may have
the good lack to be forgotten.” (Life by Sparks, vol. ii. 303.) Again, under date of 6th
March, 1794, Mr. Morris says, ¢ in the best of timex. lie had a larger share of every other
sense than of common sense, and lately the intemperate use of ardent spirite has. T am told,
considerably impaired the small stock which he originally possessed. (vol. ii. 409.)

L-—P age Q3.

'The 42d of the Letters on the Study of the Law, ascribed to the late Sir James Mackin-
tosh. furuishes the most valuable illustrations of this subject. The gifted author was not
only distinguislied as a jurist and a statesman, but he wag familiar with alimost every walk
of literature and philosophy.

‘I am now to treat of religion. and of the claims which it has upon the acknowledge-
ment and support of him, who sustains the character of an advocate in our courts of jus-
tice. The worship of a Supreme Cause and the belief of a futwe state, have not only, in
in general, beeu concomitant, but have so universally engaged the concurrence of man-
kind, that they who have pretended to teach the contrary, have been looked upon in every
age and state of snciety, as men opposing the pure emotions of our nature.  This Supreine
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Cause, it 1 true, has been pretigured to the imagination by symbols suited to the dark-
ness and 1ignorance of unjettered ages + but che great and secret original has nevertheless
been 1he same in the contemplation of the simplest heathen and the most refined Chris-
tian.  There nust huve been something exceedingly powerful in an idea that has made
80 prodigious u progress in the mind of man.  The opinions of men have eaperienced a
thousand chunges; kingdoms that have been most powerful have been removed; the
form of the ea:th itsell hbas nudeigone various alterations 3 but amidst these grand and
Faingus concussions, religion has remained unshaken ; and a principle so consentaneous
to the first formution of our nature must remain, untitl by sotne power, of which, at present
We have ro conception, the laws of that natuse are universally dissolved. Poweis thus
Singylar st b ove their foundation in teath s for men may rest in trath, but they can never
rest in error.  ‘I'o ehinm the human mind. and to maintain its monstrous empire, error
must, ere this, have chosen inpumerable <hapes, ail. oo, wearing, more or less, the sem-
blince of truth,  And what i thus iruenu~t be also just; and of course, to acknowledge
its influences must be the spontaneous and natural effusion of a love of truth ; and the
love of truth erthier 15 really. or 1s affected 1o be, the character of those who have dedicated
thensehves to the study of onr laws, "Thuas naturally, even upon the fist glance. do the
chivacters of the lawyver and the supporter of religion meet: the conclusion n.ust be,
that he W atfects to donit of the fundinental truths of religion, much more he who
dares to d- ide them, 15 dissolving by fiaud and violence, i tie which all good men have
agreed o bold i respeet, and the violation of whieh must render tiie violater unworthy the
esteen and snpport of lies fellow ereatures.” =pp, 2E=300.

“ s the natme of tehigion to preserve ubbroken that seciet chain by which men are

united. and, as it were, boond together; and as you are interested in common with the
Test of your 5|n-t'ii S n ks preservation, pnriicularl}* does 1t beconie You, as i llmﬁ'ss{)r of
tho<e laws which are one of its instrumeats. to display an anxicety to guard it from vio-
lense or contempt, Yet how do you do this, if vou are either forging doubts yourself,
or nstenivg to thom who forae donbts of the eristence or authenticity of religion ! It 1s the
gr.t aitn ol these wih:o would overturn the peace and order of maukind to undermine the
Jouat vons of religion, by starfing dowlts and proposing questions, winch being artfully
Cito ulivedd Los every turu, sve apt to dazzle and confound the common appreliension, like
tho S amus question of” the Elean philosopher ;=Can there be any such thing as motion,
Bl.¢e llling caunot move wiere it s, nor wllen- it s not ? YEl,lly quemiunsui'an uqunll}'
focii- and unmanly nature, do wany wen. of uwo infertor learning or capacity, sufler their
timve and their attention to be miserably wasted ! But do you not perceive the nuschie-
vous tendency of ~uch questions ' 2o 30u not see that, by rendering every principle
doubtiul, they loosey all thuse sacred obligitions by which men are kept within the bounds
of duty wud subordination!  And slall you. who are continually in public to call out for
the intesposcion of the law against ingustie ind wronyg, be forever iy your private partieg
and conve.sations lsvouring o weaken every kpnown and settled principle of justice and
of ngh’

Give me leave to soy, it is a weak pretence that 1s made use of by those who
are thus unworthily engaged, that they are searching after tridh ; and indeed 1t is inerely
a pretence ; for it is curious enough to obseve. thu many of these searchers after truth are
men irho hare been employed nearly half o century in this pretended pursuit. and yet have they
no* setticd one stngle principle ; nay. ey are more tull than ever of douhts and conjec-
ture~ : ans aa noe and fatigas have exhausted their strength and robbed them of their wit,
their questions gan in childishness aud folly. what they loose 1n subtlety and invention ;
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vor is this a single case; Inever in my life met wilh an old scarcher after trr;lh, but |
found him at nnce the most wretched and most contemptible of all eurthly beings. "The
fact is. the men I mean, are not searching after the truth; for where is it to be found 7 or
who is to be ihe judge of it, when every certain principle is shaken or overthrowy by
which the decision 1s to be made ! 'l'lu-_y have robbed their own minds of a resting place.
and they would reduce the minds ol others 10 the same unhappy and uusettled condition.
With this spirit they attack every sentiment Whereon men have been accustomed to vely ;
and s words are the common inedium through which ideas are delivered, they play upon
the meanings of words, till they have thtown every thing into that confusion which,
unfortunately for themselves and for others, 18 sy congenial with their debased inclin-
ations,

“'The propagation of doubt, with respeet to religion, is at all times an injudicious, and
frequently becomes an immoral act.  He who sepks to destroy a system by an adherence
to the pure principles of which, mankind may be kept in peace and virtue, (how delusive
soever he inny esteem that system to be) without proposing a better for that important pur-
pose, onght to be considered as an enemy to tue public welfure. am here naturally led
to cousider religion as peculiarly powerful in settling the mind. It is impossible for o
great and expanded intellect to be untouched by considerations of »o great importance as
those which religion presents 1o the contemplation ; it will theretfore either decide in cer-
tainty. or it will wanderin doubt ; for, to a thinking mind, what intermmediate state can
there be? Andhe that 1s in doubt, as [ have before observed, connot be at rest; and he
who is not at rest caunot be hanpy. Now if this be true of doubt, the reverse must be
true of certainty, which is a contrary influence. And need  point out to you the necessity
of such astate to a mind engaged in the pursuit of a science so various aod profound as
the law 7 Or, on the contrary, how utterly impogsible it is for a mind entangled in scep-
ticism, according to the modern idea of that term, to attend with regularitv and bappiness
to an obiect so important 7 Let me advise you to rest satisfied with those clear nud funda-
menta: truth~ apon which so many great and wise men have rested ! iure yov : and that,
not merely because they have thus reated, for that would not be to be like them, but because
they are sustained by your uncorrupted seatiments, and produce ciear ideas of the various
virtues that adorn and elevate the mind, and alsp, which is of still grecater importance,
that stimulate you to the continual practice of them.”-pp. 304-307.

““Why then not be content tv argue in this respect fiom the effect to the cause, and rest
satisfied with that as a matter of faith which the reason of man has never yet been able to
explain?  Reflect upon the thousands who are flow in their graves, whose lives were
speut in endeavours to ascertain that power which mocked all their efforts and bafiled all
their ingenuity ; learn from them to confide In that first Great Cause, which, though it be
hidden from yoursight, you most sensibly fecl. aud against which your feeble arm is raised
in vain. Whatis the grand aim and end of knowledge, but toregulate our practice ? And
whence is this knowledge primarily to be acquired ? from books ? fiom men ? No: by
contemplation of these, it is true our knﬂWledge may be enriched and augmented * hut
it must firet spriog fiom the zecret source of our own bosoms; these let us search with
impartiality, and we shall need the assistance of po fine-spun theories, no finesse, no snb.
tlety, to discover the truth; truth is of a ceitain simple nature, and accordingly all will be
certainty and simplicity here.”-pp. 307-308.

“ o you wish to obtain the rare and valuable faculty of solving difliculties and obviat-
ing doubts, by the exercise of which obscurity i3 in a moment rendered clear, and dark-
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ness changed into light ! It is to be acquired only by industrious reading and profound
contemplation. Do you decire to know upon what sabject this power can be most worthily
excrcised? T answer, Religion in all its varieties ; of its purity ‘as it came forth from the
hand of its Qinnipntent Founder, and of its degeneracy under the operation of human

influences.—p.311.

Since this form was set up, the author has seen the opinion of Judge William D. Mar-
tin in the case of the "Town Council of Colunbia vs. C. O. Duke and Alexander Marks.

By an Ordinance of Council of 1&th July 1833, Duke and Marks were fined cach %12
for opening their shops and selling on Sunday. The relators complained of the ordinance
as unconstitutional, and relied for protection against its enforcement, on the firet amend-
nient to the Constitation of the United States ;-and more especially on Art. 8. Sec. 1. of
the Constitution of this State. (See p. 15.) Judge Martin decided that the ordinance
of the Council was coustitutional, and accompanied his decision with a luminoos and
highly convincing argument. (8ee the Southern Times and State Gazetie printed at
Columbia, K. €, for Oct. 11, 1833.—Charleston Observer of November 24, 1833.)

THE END.
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