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Ye are bought with a Price, bt mos y¢ the fervonts
of men.
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Zo Mr. Joun CLEaveLaND, of Iplwich,

— - R

DEAR SIR,

l

ORTY trving years have rolled over us, fince
we came out from the tyranny which the world
. had long exercifed over the church of CHr 15T,
And though by reafon of our diftant ftations, we have
had no late interviews together, yet I have ever efteem-
ed you as a true preacher of the gofpel 3 and the
noble ftand you made, above twenty years ago, againft
the torrent of corruption in do¢trine then coming in
upon our country, with the fpecial bleflings of grace
foon after granted under your miniftry, greatly increaf-
ed my regards for you. How affacting then mutt it
be, to fee you afcribe that to humaa inventions and fa-
tanical delgyfion, which Ifully believe is from the truth
and {pirit of GOD! which is exaltly the cafe, in your
late picce upon infant baptifm. Therefore permit an
old friend to add a few remarks, to what Mr, Fofier

has pertinently wrote upon this fubjett.

Your capital argument is, ¢ That the vifible
church under the gofpel is the fame vifible body con-
tinted fromAbraham.”® p. x. I agree with you, that
the invifible church is the fame ; but the vifible church
cannot be fo.

1ft. Because an intereft in the covenant of grace

never gave any perfon a right to circamcifion or bap-

tiim, without a pofitive ioftitution. Abel, Enoch,

Noah, and many others were in the covenant of grace,
and
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Bad Yeo had no right to either of thofe ordinangey ,
becaufe GOD gave them no cuommand therefor.
Neither had Lot any right to circumcifion, though
Abraham’s nephew, and a gracious man ; and favours
were fhown to his pofterity for his fake, four hundred
years afterwards. Deut. . g. 19. Yea, Abram him-
fcif- was called forth to view the Rars that he could
not number, upon which it was faid, Se¢ /all tby
Jeed be : And be believed in the Lord, and be counted
st to bim for righteoufne[s, above twenty years before
he had any warrant to circumcife any perion upon
earth. And-from thence Paul proved that circums
cifion was out of date, after the death of CauxisT,-
Gea. xv. 6. Rom. iv. 3, 11. .

" ad. Your argument cannot ftand, becaufe fince
the death of CHrisT the diftinction between the church
and the world is ‘not carnal but fpiritual. 1 agree
with y u, that before the diftintion was between the
circumcifion and uncircumcifion : but fince ¢ He is
not a Jew, who is one outwarcly, neicher is that cir.
cumcifion which is outward in the fleh; but he is a
Jew, who is one inwardly, and circumcifion is that of
ghe beart in the /fpirit, and not in the letter, whofeé
praifc is not of men, but of Gon.”” : All are naturally
weded to the law and their own lufts, until they are
made dead thereto, and z/ive to Gop, by a work of
his fpiri¢ in their hearts ; {o as to ferve him in wew.
nefs of [pirit, and not in the oldme/s of the lester : which
great chaoge is publickly reprefented in the adminif-
tration of beptifm,-Rom. i1 28, 29. vi. 4. Vil. 3—6,

'3d. Youwr argument cannot ftand, becaufe the
church of CaRrIsT is neither a ryrant nor a flave, but
a free woman.  He that 1s borm in thy boufe, and
be that is bought wi:b thy money, muft needs be cir-

cxncifed 5 and my covemant fball be in your ﬂeéb. gid
) : O
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GOD to Abraham. Gen. xvii, 13. And for four

hundred years, no perfon might be admitted into that -
church, but fuch. . And tbe day whereon GOD gave

them a warrant to admit Rrangers by boufbolds, was

THE DAY which he fixes upon, to defciibe the dif-

ference bétween the old covenant which was ready to

vanifh awdy, and bis wew covemant that conftitutes

the Chriltian church. Exod. xii. 48. Heb. viii. 8—13.
This new covenant was made \vuh lirael and Judah,
with believers of that chuich: but the covenant was
mew, and a0 ceeording to the covenant made with

their fathers 5 efpecially in this, that many- who were

exprefsly taken into the {itft covenant did not know
GOD, Deut. xxix. 4—13. but, according to his intli-
tution, none are in the fecond but fuch as a2/l know bim,
Jrom tbe leaft unto the greateff. © And thole who were
in Abraham’s covenant and did not know him, were
exprefsly excluded from baptifm, by the firt admini-
ftrator thereof. Mat. wi. 9, 10. The firft fon of Abra-
ham that was circumcifed was the fon of the bond-
woman, an allegory ot the Jewith chuich, which was ia
bondage with her childrea, when ChrisT came and
conflituted a free church out of her believing members;
among whom the Gentiles were grafted in and flood
by faith. Gil. iv. 22—25. " Rom. xi. 6. 20. Tl
is the line whichh GQOD Las drawn, bétween the church

and the world. “According to (ke letter Abraham was
the head of the Hebrew church, into which none could

be admitted, but by being born in his houfe, or
bought with his money : but according to the fpiris,

Curist is the only head of his church, whereia noce
have any true right, but fuch as are purchafed by his

blood, and renewed by his grace ; to whom he fays,
Xe are bought with a price, be not ye the fervants of
mes,

He
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He has abolithed the hereditary diftin&ions among
mankind, which were made by that old covenant, and
fixed upon Anam and CurisT as the two public
heads of the world and of the church. We al] bear
the image of our earthly head, until the guickering
Jpirit creates in us the image of the beavenly. Eph. ii.
17—19. 1ft. Cor. x¥. 45, 47. And all worfhip that
is not governed and fupported wholly in the name of
CHRIST, is will-worfbip. Col. ii. 10, 23. iii. 17.
GOD calls the covenant he made with Abraham in
Gen. xvii, The covenant of circimeifion. Ats vii, 8.
But deceitful men took away that name, and called
it the covenant of grace; from whence came the
dottrine, that dominion is founded in grace, and for
many ages things were fo managed that natural affec-
tion, education, temporal intercit, and felf-righteuf-
nefs, the ftrongeft prejudices in the world, all con-
fpired to bind people in that way, and to bar their
mirds apainft equal liberty, and believers baptifm.
And from thence only can we account for the follow-
ing things.

Tue Grft Baptilt church in America, was conftity-
ted at Providence in 1639, the fecond at Newport in
1534 3 in which year a law was made at Bofton, to
banith any perfon who fhould difpute againft infan
baptifm. Three years after Mr. Cotton owned that
fome dil lo, who yet did ¢ not deny magiftrates,
nor predeflination, nor original fin : nor maintain free-
will in converfion, nor apoftacy from grace ; but only
denied the lawful ofe of baptilm of children, becaufe i:
wagteth a word both of commandment and example
from fcripture.” He alio owned that a main principle
of purity and reformation is this, ¢ That no duty of
Gob’s worlhip, nor any ordinance of religion, is to be
adminiftered in the church, but fuch as hath a juft
warrant frocm the word of GOD,” But faid he, *¢ By

| - urging

-
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urgirg this argument againft the baptifm of children,
Satan transformeth himfelf into an 2angel of ligh:.” *
A Synod met at Cambridge the next year, who in
their platform deciared it to be the duty of magiftrates
to put forth their coercive power againft Jchifinatics 5
and by fuch power, three Baptit minifters were im-
prifcned at Bofton, and one of them was cruelly
fcourged in 1651. Yor this a letter of reproof was
fent trom London; in anfwer to which Mr. Cotton
faid, ¢ Do you think the Lorp hath crowned the
State with {fo many victories, that they fhould fuffer
fo many milcreants to pluck the crown of fovereignty
from Christ’s head '—Thus Carist, by eafing
England of the yoke of a kingdom, fhall forfeit his
own kingdom among the people of England.”’ + Mr.
Dunfter, prefident of Harvard-College, was put upon
fuch a fearch into thefe matters, as brought him, in
1653, openly to preach againft infant baptifm ; and
when Mr. Mitchel, Minifter of Cambridge, went
to talk with him, fcruples were raifed in his mind
about that practice ; but he foon concluded that they
came from the EviL oNB, and faid,

“ I made me fearful to go needlefsly to Mr. Dun:
fter ; for methought I found a wenom and poifom, in
his infinuations and difcourfes againft pedobaptifm.—
1 refolved allo, on Mr. Hooker’s principle, that I
would have an argument able to remove a mountain,
before I would recede from, or appear againft, a truth
or pralice received among the faithful.”” Andin a
difpute, appoeinted by authority in Bofton, April 14
.aod 15, 1668, he took thofe words of Mofes, T be
man that will do prefumptuoufly, and will not bearken

unio

" ® Cotton cu baptifm, 1647. p- 3.
t Hutchipfon’s Hiflory, vol. 3. p. 405,
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unto the Prieft, or unto the Fudge, evem that man
hall die, and applied them to the leaders of the Baprift
church in Bofton ; in confequence of which a fentence
of banithment was paffed againft three of them. But,
eleven days before the time fet for its execution,
Mitchel was fuddenly taken out of the world, * yet,
dear fir, in your introdu@ion, you have fet up his re-
Jolatisn for iofant baptifm, as a pattern for all to follow.

In 167¢ a Synod at Bofton, declared that the Bap-
tifts had fer up their pofts by Gon’s pofts, which mo-
ved the court to nail up their meeting-houfe doors 5
to juftify which, teachers faid, * Our famous Cotton
was another Mofes, in refpe& of meeknefs and chri-
ftian fotbearance, as to diffenters from bis judgment
in matters of leffer concernment ; yet would ke fome-
times make a zealous proteftation, that if magiftrates
in New-England (hould tolerate tranfgrefiors againft
the rules of godiinefs, (as well as offences contrary to
what the rules of bonefly rcquire,) he believed that
Gcep would aot long tolerate them.” + Ftom whence
we may fee, that sbeir_judgments were put in the place
of the decifiors anciently made by Gobp’s laws, under
the dirc&ion of the Urim and Thummim upon the
high priefl’s breaft. This they called gedline/s, al-
though under that name many things have been aéted,
from that day to this, which Gop himfelf never could
do: As, |

it. He never can a inconfiftently. 2 Tim. ii. 13.
but how often have men done it under his name!

Thofe

s

® Thefe and many other fa@ts, are cleéarly proved, io A
Church Hifl:ry of New England, from its firR plantation
down to the l.ft Summer. tu two volumes ; which may be
had at Mr. Freeman’s in Union Street, Bofton, for 18/, of
the fecond volume only for ¢ '

t Prcdacs vo Hiflard’s Anl"m' to Rufely p. 4
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Thofe who formed our new conftitution of govern-
ment, declared that ¢ Religion muft ac all times be a
matter between Gon and individuals ;* and yet many
of them are tenacious of infant bdptifm and parith
lizes ; though the firlt is forcing children into the
church, before they can chufe for themfelves, and the
other is empowering fome to force others into cove-
nant with religious teache's. How much blood and
treafure has lately been expended for freedom, by men
who are for building the church upon a covenant
which admitted none but children of Abraham’s flef,
uclefs they would become fervants bought for money !
And on the day when a door was firft opened for
Arangers to come in upon the profeflion of their owa
faith), all were required to bring their male chiidren
ad fervants, both to circumcifion and the paiflover.
Exod. xii. 44——48. From wheace Mr. Cotton took
his firongett argument for infant Baotifm, fayiog,
s It our LowrD’s fupper comes in the room of the
pail wver, and our baptiim in the room of circumcifion,
Juok as he that had not circumcifed his males, was
accounted as one uncircumcifed himfelf, and fo to be
debarred trom the pafisver,fo he who hath not baptized
hi children is accounted of Gop, as not baptized him-
felt, and 10 to be debarred from the Loxp’s fupper.” *

Sixty years afrer Mr. Stoddard took the fame ara
gument, to prove that the Lorp®s fupper is a con-
verting ordioance, arnd that all baptized perfuns, wha
are not fcandalous, ought to come to it. And, not
lefs than thirty pamphiets have been publifhed within
the:e twen'y years, among your own denomination,
upon the queftion, Whether fan@itying grace fhould
be prufefled betore perfons come to the fupper, or not 2

B Each

— . 4

>

¢ Cotton on Bapiifm, page 11,
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Each party accufing the other with inconfiltency, and
with tavouring the caut: of the Anabaptilts ; a name
derived tiomn a number of people in Germany, 230 »
yeais ago, who fet up their owa inveations in the
place of divine inflitntions, and endeavoured (o enforce
them with the fwond 5 yet the nameis now caft upon
our Bapuft churcies, for no better reafon, than becaufe
they retufe to have any feilowthip with fuch wicked-
rels ! Neither Peter nor Baroabas could keep up a
dittinCtion between Jews by nature, arnd finners of the
Gensiles,without difimulation. Gal. ii. 13—~15. Hence,

2d. Gobp’s promife, confirmed by an oath, are
two smmutable s bings, in wbich it was impeffible for
Lim to tie Heb. vi. 18. But four years atter Bofton
was planted, the fathers of the Maffachufetts prefumed
to abfolve themfelves from their promile and oath,
not to make any laws contrary to the laws of England ;
and inferted the word wbolfome in their new oath,
inftead of the word /ewful in their old one; which,
Mr. Cotton fays, was done to guard againtt ¢ Epif-
copal and malignant practices,”” and the firft Baptift
minifter in America was banifhed for teftifying againft
fuzh excriions of power.”” * Thereby the church af-
fumed a tyranany over the world, for which they loft
thcir charter in 1684 ; fince which the world has ty-
rannized over the church, in & naked violation of their
fulenmia oaths. Therefore 1 oblerve,

3d. TuaTt GOD cannot be tempted with evil,
weisher tempseth be any man. James i. 13. Yet under
the name of godlinefs, many ia this land are daily
tempting others into the evils of bribery, adultery, and
tyranny. For as long as rulers force away money
from the people, and give it to religious tcacl;;;, it

es

e

Qe

® C:t:on’s teply to Williams, p. 28,
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bribes them to exert their influence for the increafe of
fuch power ; and this éribes rulers to continue in that
pra&ice 3 whereby officers of church and ftate con-
fpire together, to level the terrors both of this and a
future world againft thole who put wot into their
mouths. And Gop fays, A gift aoth visnd the eyes of
the wife, and pervert tbe words of ske righteous.
Deut. xvi. 19. Micahiii. 5, 11. The charatters of
men are theretore out of the prefent queftiun, whichis,
not how many wife and rightecus men have been thus
blinded,but whether gedlinefs requires the continuance
of this blindnefs among us? And for any to prolefls to
be married to Chrift, before they are made dead to fin
and felf righteoulnefs, is adxitery 3 and fo it is for any
church to refufe to be coatent with all the temporal
comforts which his authority and influerce will procure,
and to go after others thercfor. Rom vii. 3—6. Ho-
fea ii. g, 8. Going after the kings of the carth for
thefe comforts, has been the pratice of the mother of
Larlots. Rev. xviii. 9. The covenant of circumc:fion,as
it was firft givento Abraham, admi‘ted none into the
church, but by natural defcent by bloed, or a purchafe
for momey ; and it promifed that 4rz2s fheuld come
out of him ; all which were types of King Jefus, and of
his faints who are purchafed by his bloed and renewed
by his {pirit, whereby they become a boly and a royal
priedbood. 1 Pet. i. 23. ii. 5, 9. But myfteryBabylon
. was built by coufounding typeand antitype, carnal and
fpiritual together in thefe reipells. The Devil Limfelf
is not more exprelsly excluded from a right to power
in the chriftian church, than &Jood and menzy are. John
1. 12, 13. Alls viii. 19—21. It wasa forcerer that ficlk
ofiered money for thatend ; and by fuch ferceries a'l
natioos have been deceived, by her who has made mer-
chandize ot flaves and fouls of men Rev. xviii. 13,23
And our only fecurity againft ruin trom her gallies

and
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and gal'ant thips,is to have our future wor'hip govern-
ed eni-ely by thc words of God's book, and not by the
prec. pls of men. Ilai. xxix. 13, 18. xxxiii 21, 22. The
-wor(t &yrannyin the world, has fprung from empow-
ering fome to judge for others about wotthip, and to
e.fo:ce their judgments with the fword. And if foreign
a1d might be called in to enforce fuch meafunes,we thould
be a ruined people. kFrom 1692, to 1728,luch worthip
was fupported in the Maflachufetts in the king’s naimie,
without any a& to exempt Baptils or Quakers there-
from : " And then an a&t was pafled,which equalledPha-
raoh in one point;and exceeded himin two others. He
coafented to releafethe perfons of thofe he had opprefi-
cd. but to retain their:property ; and in that a&t polls
oaly were exempted, and not eftates. Pharaoh faid,
Go not very far away ; the Maffachufetts limitted {aid
exemption to five miles from the meeting place of
each foc'ety ; of whom they required a lift upor oath
cr folexma afirmation ; in which two points they ex:
ceeded the tyraat of Egypt. In 1744, faid taxing pow-
er in Coanelticut, held a teacher in Canterburv fulpit,
2za0ft the vote of the church 5 and tor worthipping
wita the church you bclanged to, in a houfe fe-
parate from the parith meeting houfe, you and your
b-other were expelied from Yale College.  This you
Koow was the beginning ol our feparate churches

1et how many are daily tempting others into tl'e
abave defcribed bribery, aduliery and tyranny | —
Only tor refuiing to build chrittian worthip upon the
cvenant of citenmcifion, a misiter in our State la:e-
lv accufed the Baptift churches of *¢ rennuncing the
only cavenart which ever fubfilted betueen Gep and’
his pe-ple.” + With whum a noted Minifte: in Con-

nellicut

S ——

Sy, GG Papul, 1783 Ppe 27
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nesdicus joined, and faid to them, When you re-
baptife thofe in adult vears, that we have baptized ia
their infancy, you and they jointly renounce that Fa.
ther, Son and Holy Ghoft, whom we adore and wor-
thip, and on whom we depend for o/ our falvation.”*

Trus matters are now brought to the fame point
as they were before the deftruftion of Fersfalem :
Sheding of blood, in circumcifion and in facrifices, was
an incumbant duty, until CHrisT came and fhed his
blood for us: after which, circumcifion was tolerated
for atime. But when it was infifted upon as neceffary
to falvartion, the teftimony was given to the churches,
that if ye be circumcifed, Carist fhall profit you
not' ng. Gal. v. 2. And facnifices were compared to
murder and idolatry. And it was {aid, 2¢ all leave
your name for a curfe unto my chsfen ; for the Lord
God Iball fiay thee, and call bis fervanis by amother
name. Which prophecy is applied to the gainfaying
Jews, when the Gentiles came in. Ifa. lgv. 1, 2, 15,
Ixvi. 3. Rom. x. 20, 21. Heace the name Chrif-
tian, which fignifies Chrift-like, was fir(t given to the
believing Gentiles at Antioch. Afs x. 26. And in
evident reference to that name, it is faid, Ifany man
have not the fpirit of Cbriff. he is none of his ; but is
in the flelb. where he cannot pleaje Ged. Ram. viii. 8,9.
Yet the above authors deny that we can confiftently
allow perfons of jour perfuafion to be vifible chrifti-
ans, unicfs we will cwn that they were made fuch by
minifters, before they knew any thing of that fpisit.
This is fo oppofite to truth. that by the truits of the
{pirit the Ifruelites were a viii'e and giorious church
ot God when they came cut of sne wilderndfs, though
nune who were burn tlicreis were cizcumuofed, aotil

he
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he roiled away the reproach of Favpt at Gilgal. Joth:
v. 9. And may a hike biefling be 1peedily granted to
all his people !

You, Sir, have difcovered a very fruitful inven:ion,
in your attempts to prove, that the face reprefents the
whole man, and that wathing ought to be upon
the naked fkin : but feem to have forgntten, that bap.
tifm is not the putting away the filth of the fleth, bue
the anfwer of a good confcieace towards God, by the
refurre@ion of Jefus Chritt ; unto whom none can
come but by being taxght of God ; which is the mean-
ing of the name Difciple, the only proper fubjeQs of
baptifm. John vi. 44, 45. Matt. xxviii. 19. Al gof-
pel means thould be ufed to promote children’s «*'m.-
ing to him ; but fome evidence that they have come,
ought to go before baptifm.

THESE things are referred to your ferious confide-
ration ; and if you can fee any miftake therein,pleafe
to difcover it, to your hearty friend, o

Ifaac Backus.

Middleborougs, Fanuary 31, 1785,




