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The Elements of the Common Laws of 22. Non videtur confenfum retinuiffe fi quis ex

England.
Maxims of the Law.

Regula.
1. IN jure non remota caufa

{pe&tatur, 7

2. Non potelt adduci exceptio ejufdem rei,
cujus petitur diffolutio. 8

3. Verba fortius accipiuntur contra proferen-
tem, 10
4. Quod fub certa forma conceflum vel refer-
vatum eft, non trahitur ad valorem vel
compenfationem, 14

5. Neceffitas inducit privilegium quoad jura
privata, Is
6. Corporalis injuria non recipit aeftimationem
de futuro. 17

7. Excufat aut extenuat delié_tu'm' in capitalibus,
quod non operatur tdem in civilibus. ibid.

8. Aeftimatio praeteriti deliCti ex poftremo
fatto nunquam crefcit, 18

Quod recmedio deftituitur ipfa re valet fi
culpa abfit. 19

10. Verba generalia reftringuntur ad habilitatem
ret vel perfonae. 22

11. Jura fanguinis nullo jure civili dirimi poffurit.
1bid.

12. Receditur a placitis juris potius, quam in-
Juriac et deli¢ta maneant impunita, 23

Non accipi debent verba in demonftratio-
nem falfam, quae conipetunt iri limitatio-
nem veram. 24

Licet difpofitio de interefle futuro fit inutilis,

tamen potett fieri declaratio praecedens quae
fortiatureffectum interveniente novo adu. 2 5

In criminalibus fufficit generalis malitia jn-
tentionis cum faéto paris pradus, 26

Mandata licita recipiunt fhi&am interpre-
tationem, fed illicita latam et extenfam. 27

De fide et officio judicis non
ftio; fed de fcientia, five error fit juris five
facti 1bid,
Pcrfoqa conjuncta acquiparatur interefle
proprio. 28
Non impedit claufula derogatoria, quo mi-

nus ab eadem poteftate res diffolvantur, a
quibus conftituuntur. 29

Actus inceptus, cujus perfeQio pendet ex
voluntate partium, revocari poteft ; fi autem
pendet ex voluntate tertiac perfonae, vel ex
contingenti, revocari non poteft, 31

Claufula vel difpofitio inutilis per pracfum-

ptionem vel caufam remotam, ex pofl faélo
non fulcitur, 32

13.

14.

15.
10.

17.

recipitur (uac-

18.

19.

20,

21,

lfed proxima

praefcripto minantis aliquid immutavit, 34

23. Ambiguitas verborum latens verificatione
fuppletur; nam quod ex facto oritur ambi-

guum verificatione factitollitur. =~ ibid.
24. Licita behe miftentur, formula nifi juris
obftet. 35

25. Praefentia corporis tollit errorem’ nominis,
et vefitas nominis tollit errorem demon-
ftrationis. 36

The Ufe of the Law; for prefervation of our
perfons, goods, and good names. 39

The Ufe of the Law confifteth principally in thefe
three things :

1. To fecure mens perfons from death and vio-

lence, 39--45
2. To difpofe the property of their goods and

lands. 2
Praéeﬂy of lands,
I. B}’ :;7_"}'3 46
2+ Dydefcent, 4
4. By conveyance, 52
Property in goods,
1. Bygift. 58
2. By fale. 59
3. By flealing, 1bid.
4. By waving. tbid.
5. By firaying. tbid.

6. By fhipwreck. 60

7. By forfeiture, ibid.
8. By executorfbip, ibid.
9. By adminiftraticn. ibid.
10. By legacy, Ot

An Account zf the lately-erected Service, called the
Office of Compafitions for Alicnations. 63

The Learned Reading upon the Statute o Ules.
Being his double ’ ﬂ f -

veading. to the Hon, Society o
Gray's-Inn, 42 Eliz, J’7_§
Arguments in Law in certain great and difficult

Cafes.

The Cafe of Impeachment of Wafie. 101

The Argument in Lo’s Cafe of Tenures, 111

The Cafe of Revocation of Ufes. 117

The Jurifdietion of the Muarches. 122

A draught of an ac againft an (zjﬁ;riam Shift of
/

Lasns 1t delsvering of commodities tnflead of

y money., 136
reparats '

Lot b i o e '
Cafes of treafon., 138
The pun fomenty trial, and proceedings in cr&i-.r

1 of tr.et{/on*. 149
Cafes of mifprifion of treafon, 140
Cafes of petis treajon. ihid,
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The punifoment, trialy and proceeding in cafes  Charge touching dueis. | 13
of petit treafon. 140  The decree of the Star-chamber againft duels,
Cafes of felony. ibid. | N 197
The punifbment, trial, and proceeding in cafes  Charge againft William Talbot, a counfellor at
of felony. 141 law, of Ireland. 207
Cafes of Felomia de [-‘:’: with the punifoments . charge againft Mr. Oliver 8t. Fohn, for
trialy and proceeding therein. Y42 feandalizing and traducing, in the publick fo/-
Cafes of praemunire. 143 Sons, letters fent from the lords of the council
The punifbment, trial, and proceedings an cafes touching the benevolence, . 205
of praemunire. | ﬂ.’ld‘ The charge againf? OQwen, indicted of bigh treafin,
Cafes of abjuration and exile, and the proceedings | 210
therein. lb'ld' The charge againft Mr. Lumfden, Sir ohn
Cafes of herefy, and the trial and proceeding Wentworth, and Sir fohn Holles, for feandal
therein. 144 and traducing of the King's juflice in the pro-
The King’s prerogative in parltament. ibid. ceedings againft Weflon, 213
The King’s prerogative in matters of war and  The charge, by way of evidence, againft Frances,
peace. ibid. countefs of Somerfet, concerning the poifoning
The King’s prerogative in matters of moneys. ibid. of Sir Thomas Querbury. 218
The King’s prerogative in matters of trade and  The charge, by way cf evidence, againft Robert,
traffick. 145 ear! of Somerfety concerning the poifoning of
The King's prerogative in the perfons of his fub- Ouverbury. 221
jelts. ibid. g7, effect of that which was fpoken by the lord
A twaofold power of the law. ibid. Keeper of the great feal of England, at the
A twofold power in the King. ibid. taking of his place in chaucery. 228
An explanation what manner of perfons thafe foould  The forech which was ufed by the lord Keeper of
be, that are to exccute the pﬁwﬁr or erdinance the great ﬁa/, in the 8tar- cbambcr, bqﬁ?re the
of the King's prerogative. 14.0 Sfummer circuits. 2373

The office of conflables, original and ufe of courts  The [peech to Sir William Tones, upon his being
leety fheriff’s turn, etc. with the anfwers to called to be lord Chief Frftice of Ireland. 235

the queftions propounded by Sir Alexander Hay, The [pecch to Sir Fobn Denbam, when be was
Knt. touching the office of conftables 34-8 called to be one of the Barons of the Exchequer.
The argument in the cafe of the poft-nati of 237

Scatland, in the Exchequer 'f}? a:mber. 153 e [peech to Fuflice Hutton, when he was called
A propofition touching the compiling and amend- to be one of the Fudges of the Common Pleas.

ment of the laws of England. 174 238
Ar ;’;ﬁ"‘ to King Fames of a Digeft to be made of  Orjinances for the better and mere regular ad-
toe laws of England. 180 minifiration of juflice in chancery. 239

The judicial charge upon the commiffion of Oyer and

Terminer beld for the verge of the court. 183 <y, paffages in parliament againfpt Francis, vif-
A charge at the arraignment of the lord Sanquhar . count 8t. Albany lord Chancellor of England.

169 249
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The Hiftory of the reign of King Henry the fe-  Hiftoryof the reign of King Henry the eighth. 350

ventls, 207 The beginning of the Hiflory of Great Britain, 700
THEOLOGICAL WORKS

A confeffion of faith, 365 Touching a preaching minifiry. 395
A prayer or pfalm. 369 Touching the abufe of excommunication, 397
A prayer. 370 Touching non-refidents, and pluralities,  ihid.
The fludent’s prayer., 371 Touching the provifion for [ufficient maintenance
The writer's prayer. ibid, in the chureh. 398
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doxes, and feeming contradiélions, » P 372 The tranflation of certain plalms into Englifh

wrﬁ.
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: 1. 02
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Certain confiderations touching the better pacifica- Pllm xc.
tion and edification of the church of Englund. 387 p'}‘; Im civ. i;i
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Letters” in the reign of Queen

»
2.

3.
4.

5,
6.

7.
3.
9.
10.
11,

EL1ZABETH.

To a noble lord. 411
A letter of ceremony to Dueen Elizaleth, upon

the fending of a new-year’s gift. . ibid.
A letter of ceremony to Queen Elizabethy upon

the fending of a new-year’s gift. ibid.
To the Queen. 412
To the Queen. ibid.
To the Queen. . - ibid.
To my lord Treafurer Burghley. 413
Ta the lord Treafurer Burghley. 414
To the lord Treafurer Burghley. 4.Id5

ibid.

Do the lord Treafurer Burghley.

Do the lord Treafurer Burghley, in excufe of
the author’s [peech in parliament againfi the

triple fubfidy. 410
x2. To the lord Keeper of the great feal. 417
13. Lo the lord Keeper., 1bid,
14. To the lord Keeper. “1bid.
15. To the lord Keeper. 418
16. 70 the lord Keeper. 1bid.
17. To the lord Keeper. 1bid.
18. To the lord Keeper. ibid.
19. To the lord Kecper. 419
20. T the lord Keeper, ibid.

21.

A letter to the lord Treafurer Burghley, re-
commending bis firft fuit, touching the foli-

citor’s place. 420
22. To the lord Keeper. ibid.
23. To the lord Keeper. 421
24. To the lord Keeper. ibid.
25. To the lord Keeper, 422
20. To the lord Keeper, 1bid.
27. To the lord Kecper. 423
28. Ta the lord Kecper, ibid,
29. To the lord Kecper. 1bid.
30. To the lord Keeper. 424
31. The earl of Lffex’s letter to the council, at

his embarking for Spain. 1bid.
32. To my lord of Effex. 427
33- Zo my lord of Effix. 430
34. To my lord of Efox. 431
35. To Sir Fohn Stanbope. ibid.
30. Tomy lord of E ffex. 432
37- o my lovd of E [Jox. ibid.
38. To my lord of Lffex, ibid.
39. Zo the Ducen. 433
40. To Sir Robert Cocil ibid
41. To Siv Robert Cecil, 4 '
42. To Foult Greuvl. 3%
43. To my lord of L fJex. ig@
44+ To Sir Robert Cecil, at bis being in Fyrance.
45. To Sir Robert Cecil, :llj:z; .
40. A letter of advice to the sqyf of L flexy to m,{a;

47

upoi bimthe care of Ivifh caufesy when Mr.
Secretary Cecil was in Fyance. 436
A letter of advice to the carl of i ‘
e f; " o the carl of L Jexy upon
. reaty with Tyrone, before the
earl was nominated Jor the charge of Irelund

- 3
4'3' /i'/’.fr;" 0/ ﬂ(,vff.f fﬂ ”fy 4’0?'(! I?f [E:ﬂ.:‘)," ;.”::,;137.
Vr: l’-':”fl'ly, before his g oing inty freland, 4. 3R

49. To my lord of Effex. 440
50. A letter to the carl of Effex, in offer of his

[ervice when he was firft enlarged to E[Jex-
houfe. - 1bid.
An anfwer of my lord of Effex to the pre-

I.
? ceding letter of Mr. Eacon. 44X
52. To my lord of Effex. ibid,
53. T0 my lord of Effex. ibid.
54. 70 Sir Robert Cecil, 442
55. To my lord Henry Howard, 1bid.

56. Two letters framed, the one as from My,
Anthony Bacon, to the earl of Effex; the
othery as the earl’s anfwer thereunto.' 4473

57. A letter framed as from the earl ; in anfiver
to the former letter, 445

58. A letter to Mr. Secretary Cecil, after the
defeating of the Spanifh forces in Ireland ;
tnciting bim to embrace the care of reducing
that kingdom te civility, with fome reafons
fent inciofed. 1bid.

Confiderations touching the Queen’s fervice in

Ireland. 446
50. To my lord of Canterbury. 449
60. 7o Sir Thomas Lucy. 4 ¥

O1. A letter of recommendation of bis fervic.
the earl of Northumberland, a few days be-
Jore Lueen Elrzabeth’s death. 1bid.

Letters in the reign of King Jamks.

62. Do Mr. Fowlys. 451
63. To0 Mr. Fowlys. 1bid.
64. To Sir Thomas Chaloner, then in Scotland,
before his Majefly's entrance. 452
65. An offer of fervice to the King, upon his firft
coming in, 1bid.
66. A letter to the lord of Kingloffey upon his
Majefly’s entrance. 453

67. A letter to Dr. Morifon, a Scotifh phyfician,
upon bis Majefly's coming in. 1bid.

68. To Mr. Davisy gone to meet the King. 454,
69. To Mr. Robert Kempe, upon the death of

Queen Elizabet). 1bid.

Lo the earl of Northumberiand, recommending
a proclamation to be made by the King at his
entrance, 4.55
To the earl of Southampton, upon the King’s
coming in, 1bid,
To Mr. Matthews, Jignifying the proceedings
of King Ffamesy at his firft cutrance ints

70.

1.
72.

England. 456
73. To the earl of Northumberland. 457
74 A letter to My, Murray of the King's bed-

chamber, 1bid.

. To Mr. Pierce, fecretary to the lord Deput
of Ireland, , ifljiit{
. Lo the earl of Northampton, defiring him to
%fﬁnt the Advancement of Learning 20 the
ng. 8
. . 45
- 1o Sir Thomas Bodley, upon Jending bis book

of Advancement of Learning, ibid.
- 1o the earl of Salifbury, upon fending the
Advancement of Lcarning, 4.50)

<
: I‘a !I[H;' lord ‘Tr'mﬁm'r BuMbm_f/}, on the Jrine
) Jubjedt, ibid.
60. 12 the lord Chancellpr Egertony on the jime
'/Hﬁjr'ﬁ. 1bid
- b S1. 7o
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81. To Mr. Matthews. 460
82. To Dr. Playfer, defiring him to tranflate the
Advancement znto Latin. ibid.

83. To the lord Chancellor, touching the Hiltory
of Britain. 46.1
84. Tu the King, touching the Hiftory of his

times. 463
8s. A letter of expofiulation to Sir Edward Coke,
Attorney General, ibid.

86. To the earl of Salifbury, concerning the Solt="
citor’s place. 404
87. Another letter 1o the earl of Salifbury, touch-
ing the Selicitor’s place. ibid.
88. Ts the lord Chancellor, concerning the Sols-
citor’s place. '4.:‘ 5
89. To my lady Packingten. ibid.
go. To the King, touching the Solicitor's place.

46

o1. To the earl of Salifbury, upon a new-year’s
tide. ibid.

92. To Mr. Matthew, imprifoned for rd:'g:loén.
407

93. To Mr. Matthew. ibid.

94. To Sir George Carew, on fending bim the

treatife, In felicem memoriam Elizabethaeg.
46

. To the King u'p;m prefenting the Difcourfe
» touching th; plantation of Ireland.  1bid.

g6. Tothe bifbaop of Ely, upon fending bis writing,
entitled, Cogitata et vifa, 469

. T3 Sir Thomas Bodeley, after he had imparted
10 hima writing, entitled, Cogitata et vifa.

470
 Sir Thomas Bodeley's letter to Sir Francis

9 Bacon, about his Cogitata et vifa, wherein
be declareth his opinion freely touching the
Jame. ibid.

9. To Mr. Matthew, upon fending to bim a
part of Inftauratio magna. 474

100. To Mr. Matthew. ibid.

1o1. To Mr. Matthew. 475

102. To Mr. Matthew, upon fending his book,
De fapientia veterum. 476

103. To the King. ibid.

104. To the King. 477

105. To the Prince of Walesy dedicating his
Effays to him. ibid,

106. To the earl of Salifbury, lord Trmﬁ:r:rs.

4

107. To my lord Mayor. ibiZL

108. To Sir Vincent Skinner. 479

109. To Sir Henry Sauville. ibid.

A Difcourfe touching belps for the intelleliual
powers. 4380
Of helps of the intelleciual powers. 482

110. Sir Francis Bacon to Mr. Matthew, about
bhis writings, and the death of a friend. 4873

111. To the King, ibid.,
112. To the King, touching Peacham’s caufe, 484
113. To the King. 4.86

114, To the King, touching Peacham, etc, ibid.
115, To the King, touching my lord Chancellor’s

recovery, ¢tc. 489
116. To the King, concerning Owen's caufe, etc.
| N 490

117. To the King. | 401

118, To the King, of revenus and profit, 1bid.

119. Tothe King. 492,
120. To the King, concerning the mew company,

ibid.
121. To Sir George Villiersy about Roper’s place.

494
122. To the King, againft the new company. ibid,
123. Tothe King, touching the Chancellor’s fick-

nefs,
124. To the King, llj;?is

125. A letter to the King, of my lord Chancellor’s
recovery, and the difference begun betwieen

the chancery and King's bench, 497

126. To Sir George Villiers. 499
127. To Sir George Villiers, about fwearing him
inte the privy council. 1bid.

128. To the King, of thé chancery and King's
bench. 499

129. To the King, on the breach of the new
company. 502

130. To Sir George Villiers. 503
131. To bis Majefly, about the earl of Somerfet.
- " ' 504‘

132. To his Majcfly, about the Chancellor’s place,
' . 505

133. To Sir George Villiers, about the earl of
Somerfet, | ibid.
134. To Sir George Villiers, about the earl of
Somerfet, 507
135. A letter to the King, with his Majefty’s
obfervations upon it. ibid.

136, To Sir George Villiers, about the earl of
Somerfet. 510
137. To Sir George Villiers, of Somerfet’s ar-
raignment. 51X

138. 7o the King, about Somerfet’s examination,
1hid.

139. An expofiulation to the lord Chief Fuftice
Coke. 5I2

140. To Sir George Villiers. 516

I4X. To the ':'ng, about the Commendams. 517
142. A memorial for his Majefly, 1616, 518

143. To Sir George Villiers. 521
144. To Sir George Villiers. ibid,
145. Touching the Commendams. ibid.
146. To Sir George Villiers, 528
147. To Sir George Villsers, 529
148. To Sir George Villiers. ibid.
149. To Sir George Villiers. 530
150. 7o Sir George Villiersy about Irifh affairs.
ibid.

151, To the King. 532
152. To Sir George Villiers, on fending his bill
Jfor vifcount, 1bid.
153. To Sir George Villiers, on fending bis pa-
tent, 5§33
154. To the Kingy of Sir George Villiers’s pa-
tent, 534
155. To Sar George Villiersy on fending bis pa-
tent fealed. ibid.
156, To Sir George Villiersy acknowledging the
King's favour, ibid.
157. To the King. 535
158. To the lord vifcount Villiers. 1bid.

159. Reafons why the new company is not to be
trufied and continued witl the trade of

cloths. 536
160, 7



160, To the lord vifcount Vil[ifr.f.
161, To the lord vifcount Villiers.
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214. To my wvery leving friends, 'Sir 'T}J?mar
Leigh and Sir Thomas Puckeringe, knights

537
ibid.

162. To Sir Francis Bacon, bis Majefly’'s At-

torney General. 5 533
The cafe of fohn Bertram. ibid.
539

163. 70 the lord vifcount Villiers.

364. Ta -the Jord wifcount Villiers, about duels.

165. To the lord vifcount Villiers.

541
542

16%. Totheearl of Buckingham, on the fame day

Sir Francis Bacon was declared lord Keeper

of the great feal. i_b'id.

167. To the earl of Buckingham. ibid.
168. To the univerfity of Cambridge. 543
169. To the earl of Buckingham. ibid.
170. To the earl of Buckingham. 544
171. To Mr. Matthews, cenfuring fome cg/h::;:?g-
ibid,

mers in ftaly.

172. To the King about the Spanifb match. 545

173. T0 the earl of Buckingham.

ibid.

194. An account of council bufinefs, and other

546

matterys.
ome precﬂdmts as come neargﬂ

: £ 0

73 t-fi' n:;ﬁ ];f'/z‘be lord Brackley : referred to

in the foregoing letter. 548
176, To the lord Keeper. 549
177. To the carl of Buckingham. 1bid,
178. To the earl of Buckingham. 1bid.
179. To the King. 550
190. To the ear! of Buckingham. 552
181. o the King. ibid.
182. To the earl of Buckingham. 553
183. A memorial for bis Majef?y, ibid.
184. To the earl of Buckingham, 555
185. To the earl of Buckingham. ibid.
186. To the earl of Buckingham. ibid.
187. To the lord Keeper. 556
188. o the earl of Buckingham. ibid.
189. To the earl of Buckingham. 557
190. To the earl of Buckingham. 1bid.
101, To the King. 558
xG2. To the marquis of Buckingham. 559

193

194..
1G35.
190,
197.
198,
199.
200.
201.
202.

207.
204..
203.
2.00.
207,
208,
2.00,
210,

211
212

giving judgment upon his writings, [{le
To the marquis of Buckingham. ibid.
To the lord Ghancellor. 561
To the King. - 562,
To the lord Chancellor. ibid.
To the marquis of Buckingham, 563
To the marquis of Buckingham. ibid,
To the marquis of Buckingham. ibid.
L0 the marquis of Buckingham. 504
Lo the marquis of Buckingham. 565
Io the marquis of Buckingham. 566
1o the marquis of Buckingham, ibid.
Lo the marguis of Buckingham. ibid.
Lo the lord Chancellor. 507
To the marquis of Buckingham, 568
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TO HER

"SACRED MAJESTY.

Do here moft humbly prefent and dedicate to your facred Majefty a fheaf
§ and clufter of fruit of the good and favourable feafon, which by the in-
fluence of your happy government we enjoy; for if it be true that flent leges
imter arma, it is allo as true, that your Majefty is in a double refpect the
life of our laws ; once, becaufe without your authority .they are but /fera
mortua ; and again, becaufe you are the life of our peace, without which laws
are put to filence, And as the vital {pirits do not only maintain and move the
body, but alfo contend to perfect and renew it; {o your facred Majefty, who
is antma legis, doth not only give unto your laws force and vigour ; but alfo
hath been careful of their amendment and reforming ; wherein your Ma-
jefty’s proceeding may be compared, as in that part of your government (for if
your government be confidered in all the parts, it is incomparable) with ‘the
former daings of the moft excellent Princes that ever have reigned, whofe ftudy
altogether hath been always to adorn and honour times of peace with the
amendment of the policy of their laws, Of this proceeding in Auguftus Cafar

the teftimony yet remains.
Pace data terris, amimum ad civilia vertit

Jura fuum; legefque tulit . juftifimus auéior.
Hence was colleGted the difference between geflz in armis and aéta in toga,
whereof Cicero difputeth thus: |
- Ecquid eff, quod tam proprie dici poffit aélum ejus, qui togatus in republica
cum poteflate imperioque Ver jatus fit, quam lex 2 quacere acdla Gracchi leges Sem-
promae profcrentur. Quacere Syllac: Corneliae. Ruid 2 Cn. Pompeit tertius con- Phil, I . 7.

Sulatus in quibus allis confifiit?2 nempe in legibus. A Caefare ipfo fi quaereres quid-
nam_egiffet in urbe, et in toga : leges multas fe refponderet, et praeclaras ¢ Z]&.
The fame defire long after did fpring in the emperor Juftinian, being
rightly called w/ifmus imperatorum Romanorum, who having peace in the heart
of his empire, and making his wars profperoufly in the remote places of his
dominions by his lieutenants, chofe it for a monument and honour of his
government, to revife the Roman laws, from infinite volumes and much re-
pugnancy, into one competent and uniform corps of law; of which matter
himfelf doth fpeak glorioufly, and yet aptly, calling it proprium et fanitiffi-
mum templum juflitiae confecratum : a work of great excellency indeed, as may
weil appear, in that France, Italy and Spain, which have long fince fhaken
off the yoke of the Roman empire, do yet neverthelefs continue to ufe the
policy of that law: but more excellent had the work been, fave that the
more ignorant and obfcure time undertook to corre@ the more learned and
ourithing time. To conclude with the domeftick example of one of your
Majefty’s royal anceftors: King Edward I, your Majefty's famous progenitor,
and the principal law-giver of our nation, after he had in his younger years
given himfelf fatisfaction in the glory of arms, by the enterprize of the Hol
Land, and having inward peace (otherwife than for the invafions which himfelf
made upon Wales and Scotland, parts far diftant from the centre of the realm)
he bent himfelf to endow his ftate with {undry notable and fundamental laws,
upon which the government hath cver fince principally refted, Of this example,
and others the like, two reafons may be given ; the one, becaufe that Kings,
which, either by the moderation of their natures, or the maturity of their
years and judgment, do temper their magnanimity with juftice, do wifely
confider and conceive of the exploits of ambitious wars, asactions rather great
than good ; and fo, diftafted with that courfe of winning honour, they convert
their minds rather to do fomewhat for the better uniting of human fociety,
than for the diffolving or difturbing of the fame. Another reafon 15, becaufe
tmes of peace, for the moft part drawing with them abundance of wealth,
and finefle of cunning, do draw alfo, in forther confe uence, multitude of fuits
aud controverfies, and abufes of law by evafions and evices ; which inconve-
Vour. Il B niences
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niences in {uch time growing more general, do more inftantly follicit for the
amendment of laws to reftrain and reprefs them.
Your Majcfty’s reign having been blefled from the Higheft with inward
eace, and falling into an age, wherein, if fcience be increafed, confcience is
rathér decayed ; and if mens wis be great, their wills be greater; and where-
in alfo laws are multiplied in number, and flackened in vigour and execution ;
it.was not poflible but that not only fuits in law fhould multiply and increafe
(whereof a great part are always unjuft) but alfo that all the indiret courfes
and practices to abufe law and juftice fhould have been much attempted, and
put in ure, which no doubt had bred greater enormities, had they not, by the
royal policy of your Majefty, by the cenfure and forefight of your Council-
table and Star-chamber, and by the gravity and integrity of your benches, been
reprefled and reftrained: for it may be truly obferved, that, as concerning
frauds in contracts, bargains, and aflurances, and abufes of laws by delays,
covins, vexations, and corruptions in informers, jurors, minifters of juftice, and
the like, there have been fundry excellent ftatutes made in your Majefty’s
time, more In number, and more politick in provifion, than in any of your
Majefty’s predeceflors times. |
- But I am an unworthy witnefs to your Majelty of an higher intention and
project, both by that which was publifhed by your Chancellor in full parlia-
ment from your royal mouth, in the five and thirtieth of your happy reign ;
and much more by that which I have been fince vouchfafed to underftand
from your Majéfty, imparting a purpofe for thefe many years infufed into your
Majefty’s breaft, to enter into a general amendment of the ftate of your laws,
and to reduce them to morie brevity and certainty, that the great hollownefs
and unfafety in aflurances of lands and goods may be ftrengthened, the fwer-
ving. penalties, that lie upon many fubjets, removed, the execution of many
profitable laws revived, the judge better direted in his fentence, the coun-
fellor better warranted in his counfel, the ftudent eafed in his reading, the
contentious fuitor, that feeketh but vexation, diarmed, and the honeft fuitor,
that feeketh but to obtain his right, relieved ; which purpofe and intention,
as it did ftrike me with great admiration when I heard it, fo it might be
acknowledged to be one of the moft chofen works, and of the higheft me-
rit and beneficence towards the fubject, that ever entered into the mind of
any King; greater than we can imagine, becaufe the imperfections and dan-
gers of the laws are covered under the clemency and excellent temper of
your Majefty’s government. And though there be rare precedents of it in
government, as it cometh to pafs in things fo excellent, there being no pre-
cedent full in view but of Juftinian; yet I muft fay, as Cicero faid to Cefar,
Nibil vulgare te dignum wvideri potef?; and as it is no doubt a precious feed
fown in your Majefty’s heart by the hand of God’s divine Majefty, fo, I hope,
in the maturity of your Majefty’s own time, it will come up and bear fruit, But
to return thence whither 1 have been carried ; obferving in your Majefty, upon
o notable proofs and grounds, this difpofition in general of a prudent and royal
regard to the amendment of your laws, and having by my private labour and
travel colle¢ted many of the grounds of the common law, the better to eftablith
and fettle a certain {enfe of law, which doth now too much waver in incer-
tainty, I conccived the nuture of the fubject, befides my particular obligation,
was fuch, as I ought not to dedicate the fame to any other, than to your facred
Majefty ; both becaufe though the collection be mine, yet the laws are yours ;
and becaufe it is your Majeﬁfy‘s reign that hath been as a goodly feafonable fpring
weather to the advancing of all excellent arts of peace. And fo concluding with
a prayer anfwerable to the prefent argument, which is, that God will continue
your Majefty’s reign in a happy and renowned peace, and that he will guide
both your policy and arms to purchafe the continuance of it with furety and
honour, 1 moft humbly crave pardon, and commend your Majefty to the di-

vine prefervation.
Your Sacred M A JesTY's moft bumble and obedient fiubjeit and fervant,

FRANCIS BACON,
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PRETFACE

r Hold every man a debtor to his profeffion ; from the which as men of courfe
do feek to receive countenance and profit, fo ought they of duty to endeavour
themfelves, by way of amends, to be a help and ornament thereunto, This
is performed in fome degree by the honeft and liberal practice of a profefiion,
when men fhall carry a refpet not to defcend into any courfe that is corrupt
and unworthy thereof, and preferve themfelves free from the a_.bufe_s wherewith
the fame profeffion is noted to be infected : but much more is this erfogmed
if 2 man be able to vifit and ftrengthen the roots and foundation of the fcience
itelf; thereby not only gracing it in reputation and dignity, but alfo amplify-
ing it in perfe¢tion and fubftance. Having therefore from the l?egmmng come
to the ftudy of the laws of this realm, with a defire no lefs (if I could attain
unto it) that the fame laws thould be the better for my induftry, than that my-
felf thould be the better for the knowledge of them ; I do not find that by mine
own travel, without the help of authority, I can in any kind confer {o profit-
able an addition unto that fcience, as by colle&ting the rules and grounds dif-
erfed throughout the body of the fame laws ; for hereby no fmall light will
ge given in new cafes, wherein the authorities do fquare and vary, to confirm
the law, and to makeit received one way ; and in cafes wherein the law is cleared
by authority, yet neverthelefs to {fee more profoundly into the reafon of fuch judg-
ments and ruled cafes, and thereby to make more ufe of them for the decifion of
other cafes more doubtful: {o that the incertainty of law, which is the principal
and moft juft challenge that is made to the laws of our nation at this time, will,
by this new ftrength laid to the foundation, be fomewhat the more fettled and
corre(ted. Neither will the ufe hereof be only in deciding of doubts, and
helping foundnefs of judgment, but further in gracing of argument, in correting
unprofitable fubtlety, and reducing the fame to a more found and fubftantial
fenfe of law; in reclaiming vulgar errors, and generally the amendment in fome
meafure of the very nature and complexion of the whole law : and therefore
the conclufions of reafons of this kind are worthily and aptly called by a great
cwiltan legum leges, laws of laws, for that many placita Jegum, that is, parti-
cular and pofitive learnings of laws, do eafily decline from a good temper of
juftice, if they be not rectified and governed by fuch rules.

Now for the manner of fetting down of them, I have in all points, to the
beft of my underftanding and forefight, applitd myfelf not to that which might
feem moft for the oftentation of mine own wit or knowledge, but to that which
inay yield moft ufe and profit to the ftudents and profefiors of our laws.

And therefore, whereas thefe rules are fome of them ordinary and vulgar,
that now {crve but for grounds and plain fongs to the more fhallow and imper-
tinent fort of arguments; others of them are gathered and extra@ed out of the
harmony and congruity of cafes, and are fuch as the wifeft and deepeft fort of
lawyers have injudgment and ufe, though they be not able many times to cx-
prefs and fet them down.

- For the former fort, which a man that fhould rather write to raife an high
opinion of himfelf, than to inftru& others, would have omitted, as trite and
within every man’s compafs ; yet neverthelefs I have not affeed to neglect
them, but have chofen out of them fuch as I thought good: I have reduccd
them to a true application, limiting and defining their bounds, that they ma
not be read ?on at large, but reftrained to a point of difference: for as, bot
1N thc_ law and other fciences, the handling of quecftions by common-place, with-
out aim or application, is the weakeft ; fo yet neverthelefs Inany common
principles and generalities are not to be contemned, if they be well derived and
deduced
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deduced into particulars, and their limits and exclufions duly affigned: for
there be two contrary faults and extremities in the debating and fifting out of
the law, which may be beft noted in two feveral manner qf arguments: Some
argue upon general grounds, and come not near the point in queftion ; others,
withéut laying any foundation of a ground or difference, do loofely put cafes,
which, though they go near the point, "yet being. fo {cattered, prove not, but
rather fcrve to make the law appear more doubtful, than to make it more plain.

Secondly, whereas fome of thefe rules have a concurrence with the. civil
Roman law, and fome others a diverfity, and many times an oppofition, fuch
erounds which are common to our law and theirs I have not affected to difguife
into other words than the civilians ufe, to the end they might feem invented
by me, and not borrowed or tranflated from them: no, but I took hold of it
as a matter of greater authority and majefty, to fee and confider the concord-
ance between the laws penned, and as it were diCtated veréatim, by the fame
teafon. On the other fide, the diverfities between’ the civil Roman rules of
law and ours, happening either when there is fuch an indifferency of reafon fo
equally balinced, as the one law embraceth one courfe, and the other the
contrary, and both juft, after either is once pofitive and certain ; or where the
laws vary in regard of accommodating the law to the different confiderations of
eftate, I have not omitted to fet down.

Thirdly, whereas I could have digefted thefe rules into a certain method
or order, which, I know, would have been more admired, as that which would
have made every particular rule, through coherence and relation unto other
rules, feem more cunning and deep; yet I have avoided fo to do, becaufe this
delivering of knowledge in diftin&t and disjoined aphorifms doth leave the wit
of man more free to turn and tofs, and make ufe of that which is fo delivered
to more feveral purpofes and applications; for we fee thatall the ancient wifdom
and fcience was wont to be delivered in that form, as may be feen by the
parables of Solomon, and by the aphorifms of Hippocrates, and the moral
verfes of Theognis and Phocylides; but chiefly the precedent of the civil law,
which hath taken the fame courfe with their rules, did confirm me in my
opinion. | | |

Fourthly, whereas, I know very well, it would have been more plaufible
and more current, if the rules, with the expofition of them, had been fet
down either in Latin or in Englifh; that the harfhnefs of the language might
not have difgraced the matter ; and that civilians, ftatefmen, fcholars, and
other fenfible men might not have been barred from them ; yet I have forfaken
that grace and ornament of them, and only taken this courfe: the rules them-
felves I have put in Latin, not purified further than the propriety of the terms
of the law would permit; which language I chofe as the bricfeft to contrive
the rules compendioufly, the apteft for memory, and of the greateft authority
and majefty to be avouched and alledged in argument : and for the expofitions
and diftin¢tions, I have retained the peculiar language of our law, becaufe it
fhould not be fingular among the books of the fame {cience, and becaufe it is
moft familiar to the ftudents and profeffors thereof, and becaufe that it is moft:
fignificant to exprefs conceits of law; and to conclude, it is a language wherein
a man fhall not be enticed to hunt after words, but matter; and for the cx-
cluding of any other than profefled lawyers, it was better manners to exclude
them by the ftrangenefs of the language, than by the obfcurity of the conceit ;
which is as though it had been written in no private and retired language, yet
by thofc that are not lawyers would for the moft part not have been under-
ftood, or, which is worfe, miltaken.

Fifthly, whereas I might have made more flourith and oftentation of
reading, to have vouched the authorities, and fometimes to have cnforced or
noted upon them, yet I have abftained from that alfo; and the reafon is, be-
caufe T judged it a matter undue and prepofterous to prove rules and maxims ;
wherein 1 had the example of Mr. Littleton and Mr. Fitzherbert, whofc
writings are the inftitutions of the laws of England; whereof the one forbear-

¢th to vouch any authority altogether ; the other never reciteth a book, but
| when
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when he thinketh the cafe fo weak of credit in itfelf, as it needs a fufety;
and thefe two I did far more efteem than Mr. Perkins or Mr. Staundford,

that have done the contrary. Well will it appear to thofe that are learned in
the laws, that many of the cafes are judged cafes, either within the books, or
of frefh report, and moft of them fortified by judged cafes, and fimilitude of
reafon ; though in fome few cafes I did Intend exprefly to weigh down the
authority by evidence of reafon, and therein rather to corre&t the law, than
either to footh a received error, or, by unprofitable fubtlety which corrupteth
the fenfe of law, to reconcile contrarieties. For thefe reafons I refolved not to
derogate from the authority of the rules, by vouching of any of the authorities
of the cafes, though in mine own copy 1 had them quoted : for although the
meannefs of mine own perfon may now at firft extenuate the authority of this
colle@ion, and that every man is adventurous to controul ; yet {urely, according
to Gamaliel’s reafon, if it be of weight, time will fettle and authorize it'; if it
be light and weak, time will reprove it. So that, to conclude, you have here a
work without any glory of affetted novelty, or of method, or of language, or of
quotations and authorities, dedicated only to ufe, and fubmitted only to the

cenfure of the learned, and chiefly of time,
Laftly, there is one point above all the reft I account the moft material for

making thefe reafons indeed profitable and inftructing ; which is, that they be
not fet down alone, like fhort dark oracles, which every man will be content
ftill to allow to be true, but in the mean time they give little light or direction -
but I have attended them (a matter not practifed, no not in the civil law to an);
purpofe ; and for want whereof, indeed, the rules are butas proverbs, and many
times plain fallacies) with a clear and perfpicuous expofition, breaking them in-
to cafes, and opening them with diftinctions, and fometimes fhewing the rea-
fons whereupon they depend, and the afinity they have with other rules. And
though I have thus, with as good difcretion and forefight as I could, ordered
this work, and, as I might fay, without all colours or thews, hufbanded it beft
to profit; yet, neverthelefs, not wholly trufting to mine own judgment having
collected three hundred of them, I thought good, before I brought J'tht:m all
into form, to publith fome few, that, by the tafte of other mens 0piniohs in
this firft, I might receive either approbation in mine own courfe, or better ad-
vice for the altering of the other which remain: for it is great reafon that
that which is intended to the profit of others, thould be guided by the con-

ceits of others.

Vor, 11, C THT
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CONFESSION of FAIT H.

Written by the Right Honourable

FRANCIS BACON, Baron of Verulam, &c.

Belicve that nothing is without beginning, but God ; no nature, no matter;
1 no {pirit, but one, only, and the fame God. That God, as he is eternally

almighty, only wife, only good; in his nature ; {o he is eternally Father,
Son, and Spirit, 1n perfons.

I believe that God is fo holy, pure, and jealous, as it is impoffible for him
to be pleafed in any creature, though the work of his own hands; {o that nci-
ther angel, man, nor world, could ftand, or can ftand, one moment in his eycs,
without beholding the fame in the face of a Mediator ; and therefore, that be-
fore him, with whom all things are prefent, the Lamb of God was flain before
all worlds ; without which eternal counfel of his, it was impoflible for him to
have defcended to any work of creation ; but he fhould have enjoyed the blefled
and individual fociety of three perfons in Godhead for ever.

But that, out of his eternal 2nd infinite goodnefs and love purpafing to be-
come a Creator, and to communicate to his creatures, he ordained in his eter-
nal counfel, that one perfon of the Godhead fhould be united to one nature,
and to one particular of his creatures ; that {o, in the petrfon of the Mediator,
the true ladder might be fited, whereby God might defcend to his creatures,
and his creatures might afcend to God : {o that God, by the reconcilement of
the Mediator, turning his countenance towards his creatures (though not in
equial light and degree) made way unto the difpenfation of his moft holy and
fecrct will ; whereby fome of his creaturcs might ftand, and keep their ftate;
otiiers might poffibly fall, and be reftored; and others might fall, and not be
reftored to their eftate, but yet remain ini being, though under wrath and cor-
ruption: all with refpec to the Mediator ; which is the great myftery and per-
fect center of all Ged’s ways with his creaturcs, and unto which all his other
works and wonders do but {ferve and refer.,

That he chofe (according to his good pleafure) man to be that creature, to
whofe nature the perfon of the cternal Son of God thould be united ; and amon gt
the generations of men, cle@ed a fmall flock, in'whom (by the participation of
him{elf) he purpofed to exprefs the riches of his glory ; all the miniftration of
angels, damnation of devils and reprobates, and univerfal adminiftration of all
creatures, and difpenfation of all times, having no other end, but as the ways
and ambages of God, to be further glorified in his faints, who are one with

their head the Mediator, who is one with God.
That by the virtue of this his eternal counfel he condefcended of his own

good pleafure, and according to the times and feafons to himfelf known, to be-
come a Creator ; and by his eternal Word created all things ; and by his cternal

Spirit doth comfort and preferve them,
That he made all things in their firft eftatc good, and removed from himfelf

the beginning of all evil and vanity into the liberty of the creature ; but referved

in himfelf the beginning of all reftitution to the liberty of his grace ; ufing, ne-
verthelefs, and turning the falling and defection of the creature (which to his

{/Iicf'cicncc wias etcrnally known) to make way to his cternal counfcl, touchin g
cdiator, and the work he purpofed to accomplifh in him.,

Vor. II. ¢ A That
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That God created Spirits, whereof fome kept their ftanding, and others fe]} -
he created heaven and earth, and all their armies and generations ; and gave ypgq
them conftant and everlafting laws, which we call nature; which is nothing
but the laws of the creation; which laws neverthelefs have had three changes
or times, and are to have a fourth or lait. The firft, when the matter of heavep
and earth was created without forms : the fecond, the interim of perfeGion of
every day’s work : the third, by the curfe, which notwithftanding was no new
creation : and the laft, at the end of the world, the manner whereof is not yet
fully revealed 1o as the laws of nature, which now remain and govern ip-
violably till the end of the world, began to be in force when God firft refted
from his works, and ceafed to create ; but received a revocation, 1 part, by the
curfe ; fince which time they change not.

That notwithftanding God hath refted and ceafed from creating fince the firft
{abbath, yet, neverthelefs, he doth accomplifh and fulfil his divine will in 4jj
things, great and fmall, fingular and general, as fully and exaltly by provi-
dence, as he could by miracle and new creation, though his working be riot im-
mediate and direc, but by compafs; not violating nature, which 1s his own law,
upon the creature.

That at the firft, the foul of man was not produced by heaven or earth, but
was breathed immediately from God : fo that the ways and proceedings of God
with {pirits are not included in natare ; that is, in the laws of heaven and earth;
but are referved to the law of his fecret will and grace: wherein God worketh
{till, and refteth not from the work of redemption, as he refteth from the work
of creation ; but continueth working till the end of the world : what time that
work alfo thall be accomplithed, and an eternal fabbath fhall enfue. Likewife,
that whenfoever God doth tranfcend the law of nature by miracles (which may
ever fcem as new creations) he never cometh to that point or pafs, butin regard
of the work of redemption, which is the greater, and whereto all God’s figns
and miracles do refer.

That God created man in his own image, in a reafonable foul, in innocency,
in free-will, and in fovereignty : that he gave him a law and commandment,
which was in his power to keep, but he kept it not: that man made a total
defection from God, prefuming to imagine that the commandments and pro-
hibitions of God were not the rules of good and evil, but that good and evil
had their own principles and beginnings, and lufted after the knowledge of
thofe imagined beginnings, to the end; to depend no more upon God’s will
revealed, but upon himfelf and his own light, as 2 God ; than the which there
could not be a fin more oppofite to the whole law of God : that yet, neverthe-
lefs, this great fin was not originally moved by the malice of man, but was infi-
nuated by the {uggeftion and inftigation of the devil, who was the firft defected
creature, and fell of malice, and not by temptation.

That upon the fall of man, death and vanity entered by the juftice of God ;
and the image of God in man was defaced ; and heaven and earth, which were
made for man’s ufe, were fubdued to corruption by his fall; but then that -
ftantly, and without intermiffion of time, after the word of God's law became,
through the fall of man, fruftrate as to obedience, there fucceeded the greater
}N'Oi']d of the promife, that the righteoufnefs of God might be wrought by
aitn.

That as well the law of God as the word of his promife, endure the fame
for ever: but that they have been revealed in feveral manners, according to the
di(penfation of times. For the law was firft imprinted in that remnant of light
of nature, which was left after the fall, being fufficient to accufe: then it was
more manifeftly exprefied in the written law ; and was yet more opened by the
prophets : and laftly, expounded inthe true perfection by the Son of God, the
great Prophet, and perfe& interpretcr, as alfo fulfiller of the law. That like-
wife the word of the promifc was manifefted and revealed : firft, by immediatc
revelation and infpiration ; after by figures, which were of two naturcs: the
one, the rites and ceremonies of the law ; the other, the continual hiftory of

the old world, and church of the Jews ; which though it be literally truc, yct
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is it pregnant of a perpetual allegory and {hadow of the work of the redemption
oo follow. The fame promife or evangile was more clearly revealed and de-

clared by the prophets, and then by the Son himfelf ; and laftly by the Holy
Ghoft, which illuminateth the church to the end of the world.

That in the fulnefs of time, according to the promife and oath, of a chofen
lineage defcended the bleffed feed of the woman, Jefus Chrift, the only be-
gotten Son of God and Saviour of the world; who was conceived by the power
and over-fhadowing of the Holy Ghoft, and took fleth of the virgin Mary : that
the Word did not only take fleth, or was joined to fleth; but was made flefh,
though without confufion of fubftance or nature : fo as the eternal Son of God,
and the ever blefled Son of Mary was one perfon; fo one, asthe blefled virgin
may be traly and catholickly called, Deipara, the mother of God ; fo one, as
there is no unity in univerfal nature, not that of the foul and body of man, fo
perfect; for the three heavenly unities (whereof that is the fecond) exceed all
natural unities : that is to fay; the unity of the three perfons in Godhead ; the
unity of God and man in Chrift; and the unity of Chrift and the church: the
Holy Ghoft being the worker of both thefe latter unities ; for by the Holy
Ghoft was Chrift Incarnate and quickened in flefh, and by the Holy Ghoft is
man regenerate and quickened 1n {pirit. | |

That Jefus, the Lord, became in the flefh a facrificer, and a facrifice for
fin ; a fatisfation and price fo thé juftice of God; a meriter of glory and the
kingdom ; a pattern of all righteoufhefs ; a preacher of the word which himfelf
was; 2 finifher of the ceremony ; a corner-ftone to remove the feparation be-
tween Jew and Gentile ; an interceflor for the church; a lord of nature in his
miracles ; a conqueror of death and the power of darknefs in his refurrection;
and that he fulfilled the whole eounfel of God, performing all his facred offices,
and anointing on earth ; accomplifhed the whole work of the redemption and
reftitution of man to a ftate {uperior to the angels (whereas the ftate of man by
creation was inferior) and reconciled and eftablithed all things according to the
eternal will of the Father.

That in time Jefus the Lord was born in the days of Herod, and fuffered un-
der the government of Pontius Piate, being deputy of the Romans, and under
the high priefthood of Caiaphas, andwas betrayed by Judas, one of the twelve
apoftles, and was crucified at Hierufalem; and after a true and natural death,
and his body laid in the fepulchre, the third day he raifed himfelf from the
bonds of death, and arofe and fhewed himf{elf to many chofen witnefles, by the
{pace of divers days ; and atthe end of thofe days, in the fight of many, alcended
into heaven ; where he continueth his.interceflion: and fhall from thence, at
the day appointed, come in greateft glory to judge the world.

That the fufferings and mérits of Chrift, as they are {ufficient to do away the
fins of the whole world, fothey arconly effectual to thofe which are regenerate
by the Holy Ghoft; who breatheth where he will of free grace; which grace, as
a feed incorruptible, quickeneth the fpirit of man, and conceiveth him anew a
fon of God and member of Chrift: {o that Chrift having man’s fleth, and man
having Chrift’s fpirit, there is an open paffage and mutual imputation, whereby
finand wrath was conveyed to Chrift from man; and merit and lifc is conveyed
toman from Chrift: which feed of thc Holy Ghoft firft figureth in us the
image of Chrift flain or crucified, through a lively faith ; and then renewcth in
us the image of God in holinefs and charity ; though both imperfeétly, and in
degrees far differing even in God's clect, as well in regard of the fire of thc
Spirit, as of the illumination thereof'; which is morc or lefs in a large propor-
tion: as namely, in the church before Chrift ; which yct neverthclefs was par-
taker of one and the fame falvation with us, and of one and the fame means of
falvation with us.

That the work of the Spirit, though it be not tied to any means in heaven or
Cf“'tl}: yet it is ordinarily difpenfed by the preaching of the word; the admini-
firation of the facraments; the covenants of the fathers upon the children,
P"?’CF, reading ; the cenfures of the church; the focicty of the godly ; the crofs
and affli®ions ; God’s benefits his judgments upon others ; miracles; the con-

4. templation
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templation of his creatures : All which (though {fome be more principal) Ggd

ufeth as#he means of vocation and converfion ofthis elect; not derogating from,
his pow"ér to call immediately by his grace, and-at all hours and moements of ¢t} -
day (that is, of man’s life) according to his good pleafure. |

That the word of God, whereby his will is revealed, continued in revelatiop
and tradition until Mofes ; and that the Scriptures were from Mofes’s time to
the times of the apoftles and evangelifts; In whofe age, after the coming of the
Holy Ghoft, the teacher of all truth, the book of the Scriptures was fhut apd
clofed, fo as not to receive any new addition ; and that the church hath pq

power over the Scriptures to teach or command any thing contrary to the writtey
word, but is as the ark, wherein the tables of the firft teftament were kept and

preferved ; that is to {ay, the church hath only the cuftody and delivery over of

the Scriptures committed unto the fame; together with the interpretation of

them, but fuch only as is conceived from themf{elves.
That there is an univerfal or catholick church of God, difperfed over the face

of the earth, whichis Chrift’s fpoufe, and Chrift’s body ; being gathered of the
fathers of the old world, of the church of the Jews, of the fpirits of the faith-
ful diffolved, and the fpirits of the frithful militant, and of the names yet to he
born, which are alréady written :n the book of life. ' That there 1s alfo a vifible
church, diftinguifhed by the outward works of God’s covenant, and the receiy-
ing of the holy do&ring, with the ufe of the myfteries of God, afd the invoca-
tion and {an&ification of his holy name. That there is alfo an holy fucceflion
in the prophets of ‘he new teftament and fathers of the church, from the time
of the apoftles and difciples which faw our Saviour in the fleth, unto the con-
fummation of the work of the miniftry ; which perfons are called from God by
gift, or inward anointing ; and the vocation of God followed by an outward cal-

ling and ordination of -the church.
I believe, that the fouls of {fuch as die in the Lord are bleﬁ"edu, and reft from

their labours, and enjoy the fight of God; yet {o, as they are in expectation of
o farther revelation of their glory in the laft day. At which time all fleth of

man fhall arife and be changed, and fhall appear and receive from Jefus Chrift
his eternal judgment; and the glory of the faints {hall then be full ; and the

kingdom fhall be given up to God the Father: from which time all things fhall
continue for ever in that being and ftate, which then they fhall receive. o as
there are three times (if times they may be called) or parts of eternity : The
firft, the time before beginnings, when the Godhead was only, without the
being of any creature: the fecond, the time of the myftery, which continueth
from the creation to the diffolution of the world : and the third, the time of the
cevelation of the fons of God ; which time is the laft, and is everlafting without

change, 8




A PRAYER or PSALM

Made by the

Lood BA CON, Chancellor of ENGLAND.

Creator, my Redeemer, my Comforter, Thou, O Lord, foundeft and
fearcheft the depths and fecrets of all hearts: thou acknowledgeft the
upright of heart: thou judgeft the hypocrite: thou pondereft mens thoughts
and doings as in a balance: thou meafureft their intentions as with a line ; vanity
and crooked ways cannot be hid from thee. | -

Remember, O Lord, how thy fervant hath walked before thee: remember
what I have firft fought, and what hath been principal in my intentions. I have
loved thy aflemblies: I have mourned for the divifions of thy church: T have
delighted in the brightnefs of thy fanctuary. ‘This vine which thy right hand
hath planted in this nation, I have ever prayed unto thee, that it might have
the firft and the latter rain; and that it might ftretch her branches to the feas
and to the floods. ‘The ftate and bread of the poor and opprefled have been
precious in mine eyes: I have hated all cruelty and hardnefs of heart: I have
(though in a defpifed weed) procured the good of all men. If any have been
my enemies , I thought not of them ; neither hath the fun almoft fet upon my
difpleafure ; but I have been as a dove, free from fuperfluity of malicioufnefs.
Thy creatures have been my books, but thy Scriptures much more, I have
fought thee in the courts, fields, and gardens, but I have found thee in thy
temples.

'Il'qjha:)ufandsL have been my fins, and teh thoufands my tranfgreflions ; but th
fan&ifications have remained with me, and my heart (through thy grace) hat‘ﬁ
been an unquenched coal upon thine altar. O Lord, my ftrength, I have fince my
youth met with thee in all my ways, by thy fatherly compafiions, by thy com-
fortable chaftifements, and by thy moft vifible providence. As thy favours have
encreafed upon me, fo have thy corrections; fo as thou haft been always near
me, O Lord; and ever as my worldly bleflings were exalted, fo fecret darts
from thee have pierced me; and when I have afcended before men, I have
defcended in humiliation before thee. And now, when I thought moft of peace
and honour, thy hand is heavy upon me, and hath humbled me according to
thy former loving-kindnefs, keeping me ftill in thy fatherly fchool, not asa
battard but as a child. Juft are thy judgments upon me for my fins, which are
more in number than the fands of the fea, but have no proportion to thy mercies ;
for what are the fands of the fca, earth, heavens, and all thefe are nothing to
thy mercies. Belides my innumerable fins, I confefs before thee, that I am
debtor to thee for the eracious talent of thy gifts and graccs, which I have neither
put into a napkin, nor put it (as I ought) to exchangers, where it might have
made beft profit, but mifpent it in things for which I was leaft fit: {fo I may
truly fay, my foul hath been a ftranger in the courfe of my pilgrimage. Be
merciful unto me, O Lord, for my Saviour’s fake, and reccive me into thy bo-

fom, or guide me in thy ways.

M OST gracious Lord God, my merciful Father, from my youth up, my

Vor., II. ¢ B
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Made and ufed by the Lord Chancellor Bacon,

Eternal God, and moft merciful Father in Jefus Chrift: Let tha
words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts be now and eve
gracious in thy fight, and acceptable unto thee, O Lord, our God, our ﬁrengthJ

and our redeemer.

O Eternal God, and muoft merciful Father in Jefus Chrift, in whom thoy
faft made a covenant of grace and mercy with all thofe that come unto thee iy
him ; in his name and mediation we humbly proftrate ourfelves -before the
throne of thy mercies feat, acknowledging, that by the breach of all thy holy
taws and commandments we are become wild olive-branches, ftrangers to thy
_covenant of grace; we have defaced in ourfelves thy facred image imprinted in
‘'us by creation ; We have finned againft heaven, and before thee, and are no
inore worthy to be called thy children. O admit us into the place even of
hired fervants. Lord, thou haft formed us in our mothers wombs, thy provi-
dence hath hitherto watched over us, and preferved us unto this period of time:
O ftay not the coutfe of thy mercies and loving-kindnefs towards us: have
mercy upon us, O Lord, for thy dear Son Chrift Jefus fake, who 1s the way,
~ the truth, and the life. In him, O Lord, we appeal from thy juflice to thy

mercy, befeeching thee in his name, and for his fake only, thou wilt be gra-

“cioufly pleafed freely to pardon, and forgive us all our fins and difobedience,

whether in thought, word, or deed, committed againft thy divine Majefty;
and in his precious blood-fhedding death, and perfect obedience, free us from
the guilt, the ftain, the punifhment, and dominion of all our fins, and clothe us
with his perfect righteoufnefs. There is mercy with thee, O Lord, that thou
‘mayft be feared ; yea, thy mercies {wallow up the greatnefs of our fins: fpeak
peace to our fouls and confciences ; make us happy in the free -remifhon of all
our fins, and be reconciled to thy poor fervants in Jefus Chrift, In whom thou
ort well pleafed : fuffer not the works of thine own hands to perifh; thou art
not deligﬁ;ted in the death of finners, but in their converfion. Turn our hearts,
and we thall be tursed ; convert us, and we (hall be converted ; illuminate the
eyes of our minds and underftanding with the bright beams of thy Holy Spirit,
that we may daily grow in the faving knowledge of the heavenly myftery of our
redemption, wrought by our dear Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift ; fanctify our
wills and affe@tion by the fame Spirit, the moft facred fountain of all grace and
goodnefss reduce them to the obedience of thy moft holy will in the practice of
all piety toward thee, and charity towards all men. Inflame our hearts with
thy love, caft forth of them what difpleafeth thee, all infidelity, hardnefs of
heart, prophanetiefs, hypocrify, contempt of thy holy word and ordinances, all
uncleannefs, and whatfoever advanceth itfelf in oppofition to thy holy will,
And grant that henceforth, through thy grace, we may be cnabled to lead
godly, holy, fober, and chriftian life in true fincerity and uprightnefs of heart
before thee. ‘To this end, plantthy holy fear in our hearts, grant that it may
never depart from before our eyes, but continually guide our feet in the p:lthﬁ
of thy righteoufnefs, and in the ways of thy commandments: increafc our weik
faith, grant it may daily bring forth the true fruits of unfeigned repentanct,
that by the power of the death of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift we may
daily dic unto fin, and by the power of his refurrection we may be quickencd,
and raifed up to newnefs of life, may be truly born anew, and may be cf-
fectually made partakers of the firft refurrection, that then the fecond death may
never have dominion over us. Teach us, O Lord, fo to number our days,
that we may apply our hearts unto wifdom ; make us cver mindful of out laft
end, and continually to cxercife the knowledge of grace in our hearts, that n
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he faid divorce of foul and body, we may be tranflated here to that kingdom of
glory prepared for all thofe that love thee, and (hall truft in.thee; even then
°.d ever, O Lord, let thy hdly_ang'tls pitch their tents round about us, to guard
.nd defend us from all the malice of Satan, and frqm all perils both of foul and
body- Pardon all our unthankfulnefs, make us daily more and moré thankful
for all thy mercies and benefits dajly poured down upon us. Let thefe our
fumble prayers afcend to the throne of grace, and be granted not only for thefe
mercies, but for whatfoever elfe thy wifdom knows needful for us; and for all
‘hofe that are in need, mifery, and diftrefs, whom, Lord, thou haft afflicted
cither in foul or body; grant them patience and perfeverance in the end, and
+» the end : And that, O Lord, not for any imérits of ours, but anly for the
merits of thy Son, and our alone Saviour Chrift Jefus; to whom with thee,
.nd the Holy Spirit, be afcribed all glory, &c. Amen,

378

The STUDENT’ PRAYER.
O God the Father, God the Word, God the Spirit, we pour forth moft

humble and hearty fupplications; that he remembring the calamities of
mankind, and the pilgrimage of this our life, in which we wear out days few
and evil, would pleafe to open to us new refrefhments out of the fountains of
his goodnefs, for the alleviating of our miferies. This alfo we humbly and ear-
neftly beg, that human things may not prejudice fuch as are divine; netther
that from the unlocking of the gates of {enfe, and the kindling of a greater na-
tural light, any thing of incredulity, or intelleCtual night, may arife in our
minds towards divine myfteries. But rather, that by our mind thoroughly
cleanfed and purged from fancy and vanities, and yet fubject and perfectly given

up to the divine oracles, there may be given unto faith the things that are
faith’s. Amen.

.. The WRITER’S PRAY ER.

H O U, O Father, who gaveft the vifible light as the firft-born of thy

[ creatures, and didft pour into man the intelleGtual light as the top and
confummation of thy workmanfhip, be pleafed to protect and govern this work,
which coming from thy goodnefs, returneth to thy glory. Thou after thou
hadft reviewed the works which thy hands had made, beheldeft that every
thing was very good, and thou didft reft with complacency in them. But man
refleting on the works which he had made, faw that all was vanity and vexa-
tion of fpirit, and could by no means acquicfce in them. Wherefore if we la-
bour in thy works with the {weat of our brows, thou wilt make us partakers
of thy vifion and thy fabbath. 'We humbly beg that this mind may be fted-
faftly in us; and that thou, by our hands, and alfo by the hands of others, on
whom thou fhalt beftow the fame fpirit, wilt pleafe to convey a largefs of new

alms to thy family of mankind. Thefe things we commend to thy everlafting
love, by our Jefus, thy Chrift, God with us. Amen.
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In PARADOXES, and feeming Contradictions.

1. Chriftian is one that believes things his reafon cannot comprehend;
A he hopes for things which neither he nor any man alive ever faw : he
labours for that which he knoweth he fhall never obtain ; yet in the

sfue, his belief appears not to be falfe; his hope makes him not athamed ; his

labour is not in vain. |
». He believes three to be one, and one to be three ; a father not to be elder

+han his fon ; a fon to be equal with his father; and one proceeding from both
to be equal with both ; he believing three perfons in one nature, and two na.

tures in one perfon.
1. HE believes 2 virgin to be a mother of a fon ; and that very fon of hers to

be her maker. He believes him to have been fhut up in a parrow room, whom
heaven and earth could not contain. He believes him to have been born in time,
who was and is from everlafting. He believes him to have been a weak child

carried in arms, who is the Almighty; and him once to have died, who only
hath life and immortality in himfelf.

4. HE believes the God of all grace to have been angry with one that hath
never offended him; and that God, that hates fin, to be reconciled to himfelf,
though finning continually, and never making, or being able to make him fa-
sifaction. He believes a moft juft God to have punifhed a moft juft perfon, and
to have juftified himfelf though a moft ungodly finner. He believes himfelf
frecly pardoned, and yet a {ufficient fatisfaction was made for him,

5. He believes himfelf to be grecious in God’s fight, and yet loaths himfelf in
hisown. He dares not juftify himfelf even in thofe things wherein he can find
o fault with himfelf, and yet believes God accepts him in thofe fervices
wherein he is able to find many faults. |

6. He praifes God for his juftice, and yet fears him for his mercy. Heis{o
(hamed as that he dares not open his mouth before God ; and yet he comes
with boldnefs to God, and afks him any thing he needs. He is fo humble as
to acknowledge himfelf to deferve nothing but evil ; and yet believes that God
means him all good. He is one that fears always, yet is as bold asa lion. He
is often forrowful, yet always rejoicing ; many times complaining, yet always
giving of thanks. He is the moft lowly-minded, yet the greateft afpirer; moft

contented, yet ever craving.
7, He bears a lofty {pirit in a maean condition ; when he is ableft he thinks

meaneft of himfelf, He is rich in poverty, and poor in the midit of riches. He
belicves all the world to be his, yet he dares take nothing without fpecial leave
from God. He covenants with God for nothing, yet looks for a-great reward.
He lofeth his life and gains by it; and whilft he lofeth it, he faveth it.

8. M lives not to himfelf, yet of all others he is moft wife for himfelf. He
denieth himfclf often, yet no'man loveth himfelf fo well as he. FHec is moft
reproached, yet moft honoured. He hath moft affliGions, and moft com

forts.
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g. Tur more imjury his enemies do him, the more advantages he gains by
¢hem. The more he forfakes worldly things, the miore he enjoys them.
" 10. HE is the moft temperate of all men, yet fares moft delicioufly ; he lends
and gives, moft freely; yet’he i§ the greateft u.fUEcr; hé:is meek towards all men,
yet inexorable by men. He is the beft child, hufband, brother, friend; yet
Lates father and mother, brother and fifter. He loves all men as himfelf, yet
hates fome men with a perfect hatred.
_ 11. He defires to have more grace than any man hath in the world, yet is
irﬁly' forrowful when he feeth any man have lefs than himfelf; he knoweth no
an-after the flefh, yet gives all men their due refpeés; he knoweth' if he
Pfea{'c man he cannot be the fervant of Chrift; yet for Chrift’s fake he pleafeth
all men in all things. He Is a peace-maker, yet isa continual fighter, and is
.n irreconcilable enemy. | |

12. HE believes him to be worfe than an infidel that provides not for his fi-
mily, yet himfelf lives and dies without care. He accounts all his fuperiors,
yet ftands ftiffty upon authority. He is fevere to his children, becaufe he loveth
them ; and by being favourable unto his enemy, he revengeth himflf upon
him. -
13, HE believes the angels to be more excellent creatures than himfelf, and
yet accounts them his fervants. He believes that he receives many good things

by their means, and yet he neither prays for their afliftance, nor offers them
thanks, which he doth not difdain to do to the meaneft Chriftian.

14. HE believes himfelf to be a King, how mean foever he be; and how

great {oever he be, yet he thinks himfelf not too good to be a fervant to the
pooreﬂ: faint.

15 He is often 1n prifon, yet always at liberty : a freeman though a fervant.
He loves not honour amongft men, yet highly prizeth a good name.

. 16. HE believes that God hath bidden every man that doth him good, to do
{o; he yet of any man is the moft thankful to them that do aught for him. He
would lay down his life to fave the foul of his enemy, yet will not adventure
upon one fin to fave the life of him who faved his.

17. HE {wears to his own hindrance, and changeth not; yet knoweth that
"his cath cannot tie him to fin.:
~ 18. HE believes Chrift to have no need of any thing he doth, yet maketh
account that he doth relieve Chrift in all his aéts of charity. He knoweth he
can do nothing of him{elf, yet labours to- work out his own falvation. He pro-
fefleth he can do nothing, yet as truly profefleth he can do all things: he
knoweth that fleth and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, yet believ-
eth he fhall go to heaven both body and foul. f.

19. HE trembles at God’s word, yet counts it fweeter to him than honey,
and the honey-comb, and dearer than thoufands of gold and filver. -

20. HE believes that God will never damn him, and yet fears God for be-
ing able to caft him into hell. He knoweth he fhall not be faved by, nor for
his good works, yet he doth all the good works he can.

21. He knoweth God’s providence is in all things, yet is fo diligent in his
calling and bufinefs, as if he were to cut out the thread of his happinefs. He
believes before-hand that God hath purpofed what he fhall be, and that nothing
can make him to alter his purpofe ; yet prays and endeavours, as if he would
force God to fave him for ever.

22, HE prays and labours for that which he is confident God means to give ;
and the more aflured he is, the more carneft he prays for that he knows he
fhall never obtain, and yet gives not over. He prays and labours for that which
he knows he fhall be no lefs happy without; he prays with all his heart not to
be led into temptation, yet rcjoiceth when he is fallen into it he believes his
Traycrs are heard, even when they are denied, and gives thanks for that which
1€ prays againft. |

23. He hath within him both flefh and {pirit, yet he is not a double-minded
man; he is often led captive by the law of fin, yet it never gets dominion over
him; he cannot fin, yet can do nothing without fin. He Eoth nothing againft

Vor. II. 5C his
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his will, yet maintains he doth what he would not. He wavers and doubteg,
yet obtains. - _ _ '-l

24. HE is often toffed and fhaken, yet is as mount Sion; he.is a ferpent ang
a dove 3 alamband a lion; a reed and a cedar. He 1s {ometimes fo troublegd
that he thinks nothing to be true in religion 5 yet if he did think fo, he could ey
at all be troubled. He thinks fometimes that God hath no mercy for him, yet
refolves to die in the purfuit of it. He believes, like Abraham, againft hope, and
though he cannot anfwer God’s logick, yet, with the woman of Canaan, he
hopes to prevail with the rhetorick of importunity, _ -

2¢. He wreftles, and yet prevails; and though yielding himfelf unworthy
of the leaft bleffing he enjoys, yet, Jacob-like, he will not let him go withoyt
a new blefling. He fometimes thinks himfelf to have no grace at all, and yet
how poor and afflicted foever he be befides, he would not change conditign;
with the moft profperous man under heaven, that is 2 manifeft worldling,

26. He thinks fometimes that the ordinances of God do him no good, yet he
would rather part with his life than be deprived of them.

27. HE was born dead ; yet fo that 1t had been murder for any to have taken

his life away. After he began to live, he was ever dying.

28. AND though he hath an eternal life begun in him, yet he makes ac.-
count he hath a death to pafs through.

29. HE counts {elf-murder a heinous fin, yet 1s ever bufied in crucifying the
fleth, and 1n putting to death his earthly members; not doubting, but there
will come a time of glory, when he fhall be efteemed precious in the fight of
the great God of heaven and earth, appearing with boldnefs at his throne, and
afking any thing he needs; being endued with humility, by acknowledging
his great crimes and offences, and that he deferveth nothing but fevere punith-
ment. .

30, HE believes his foul and body {hall be as full of glory, as them that have
more; and no more full, than theirs that have lefs.

31. HE lives invifible to thofe that {ee him, and thofe that know him beft do
but guefs athim; yet thofe many times judge more truly of him than he doth

of himfelf.

72. THE world will fometimes account him a faint, when God accounteth
him a hypocrite; and afterwards, when the world branded him for an hypo-
crite, then God owned him for a faint.

33. His deathmakes not an end of him. His foul which was put into his body,
is not to be perfected without his body ; yet his foul is more happy, when itis
{feparated from his body, than when it was joined unto it: And his body,
though torn in pieces, burnt to afthes, ground to powder, turned to rottennefs,
thall be no lofer.

34. Hisadvocate, his furety (hall be his judge ; his mortal part fhall become
immortal ; and what was fown in corruption and defilement fhall be raifed in
incorruption and glory; and a finite creature fhall poflefs an infinite happinefs.
Glory be to God.




AN

ADVERTISEMENT

TOUCHING THE

CONTROVERSIES

OF THE

CHURCH of ENGLAND.

T is but ignorance, if any man find it ftrange, that the ftate of religion
(efpecially in the days of peace) fhould be exercifed and troubled with con-
troverfies : for as 1t is the condition of the church militant to be ever under

trials, fo itcometh to pafs, that when the fiery trial of perfecution ceafeth, there
fucceedeth another trial, which (as it were) by contrary blafts of doétrine,
doth fift and winnow mens faith, and proveth whether they know God aright ;
even as that other of affliGtions difcovereth whether they love him better than
the world. Accordingly was it foretold by Chrift, faying, zhat in the later
times it fhould be faid, Lo here, lo there is Chrift : which is to be underftood,
not as if the very perfon of Chrift fhould be affumed and counterfeited, but his
authority and pre-eminence (which is to be the truth itfelf) fhould be chal-
lenged and pretended. Thus have we read and feen to be fulfilled that which
followeth, Ecce in deferto, ecce in penetralibus : while fome have fought the
truth in the conventicles and conciliables of hereticks and fetaries; others in
the external face and reprefentation of the church; and both forts have been
feduced. Were it then that the controverfies of the church of England were
{uch, as they did divide the unity of the fpirit, and not only {fuch as do unfwathe
her of her bands (the bands of peace) yet could it be no occafion for any pre-
tended catholick to judge us, or for any irreligious perfon to defpife us; or if it
be, it fhall but happen to us all as it hath ufed to do; to them to be hardened,
and to us to endure the good pleafure of God. But now that our contentions
are fuch, as we need not fo much that general canon and fentence of Chrift
pronounced againft hereticks ; Erratzs, nefcientes Scripturas, et poteflatem Dei ;
youdo err, not knowing the Scripture, and the power of God: as we need the
admonition of St. James, Lef every man be fwift to hear, flow to [peak, flow 1o
wrath ; and that the wound is no way dangerous, except we poifon it with our
remedies : as the former fort of men i:ave lefs reafon to make themfelves mu-
fick in our difcord, fo I have good hope that nothing fhall difpleafe ourfelves,
which fhall be fincerely and modeftly propounded for the appeafing of thefe
diffentions,  For if any fhall be offended at this voice, Pos eflis fratres ; ye arc
brethren, why ftrive ye? he fhall give a great prefumption againft himfelf, that
he is the party that doth his brethren wrong.

The controverfies themfelves 1 will not enter into, as judging that the difeafe
requircth rather reft than any other cure.  Thus much we all know and con-
fefs, that they be not of the higheft nature, for they are not touching the high
myfteries of faith, fuch as detained the churches for many years after their firft
peace, what time the hereticks moved curious queftions, and madc ﬁrange ana-
tonics of the natures and perfon of Chrift ; and the catholick fathers were com-
Pelled to follow them with all fubtlety of decifions and determinations to exclude
them from their evafions, and to take them in their labyrinths; fo as it is rightly
(aid, 7/ffs temporibus, ingeniofa ves fuit, effe Chriflianum ; inthofe days it was an

ingentous and fubtle thing to be a Chriftian,

4 Neither
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Neither are they concerning the great parts of the worfhip of God, of whicl,

it is true, that zon fervatur unitas in credendo, nift eadém adfit in colendy . there
will be kept no unity in believing, -except 1t be entertained in worfhipping ; fuch -
as weré the controverfied of the eaft and weft churches touchingithages, ang

{uch -as are many of thofe between the church of ‘Rome"and us; “ as about s
adoration of the Sacrament, and the like; but we contend about cerémonjes
and things indifferent, aboat the external policy and 'government of'the church :
:n which kind, if we would but remember that the ancient and true bonds of
unity are one - faith, one baptifm, -and not one ceremony, one-policy; if. we
would obferve the league amongft Chriftians that is penned by our Saviour,
that is not againft us iswith us; if we could bat comprehend that {aying, different;zo
~ituum commendant unitatem doftrinae 3 the diverfities of ceremontes do fet forth
the unity of do@rine; and that babet religio quac funt aeternitatis, babet quq,

funt temporis; veligion hath parts which belong to eternity, and parts which

pertain to’ time :"and if we did but know the virtue of filence; and flownefs
to fpeak, commended by St. James, our controverfies of themfelves would
clofe up and grow together : but moft efpecially, if we would leave the over-
weaning and turbulent humours of thefe times, and revive Fhe blefled proceed-
ing of the Apoftlesand ¥ athers of the primitive church, which was, in the like
and greater cafes not to enter into affertions and pofitions, but to deliver counfels
and advices, we fhould need no other remedy at all; /i eadem confulis (frater)

uae affirmas, confilents debetur reverentia, cum non debeatur fides affirmant;;
Zrother, if that which you fet down as an affertion, you would deliver by wiy
of advice, there were reverence due to your counfel, whereas faith is not due to
your affirmation. St. Paul was content to fpeak thus, Ego, 7om Dominus, ],
and not the Lord : Ef, fecundum confilium meum ; according to my counfel. But
now men do too lightly fay, Noz ego, fed Dominus; not I, but the Lord: yes,
and bind it with an heavy denunciation of his judgments, to terrify the fimple,
which have not fufficiently underftood out of Solomon, that the caufelefs curfe

Jhall not come.

Therefore feeing the accidents are they which breed the peril, and not the
things themfelves in their own nature, it is meet the remedies be applied unto
them, by opening what it is on either part, that keepeth the wound green, and
formalizeth both fides to a farther oppofition, and worketh an indifpofition
in mens minds to be reunited : wherein no accufation is pretended ; but I find
in reafon, that peace is beft built upon a repetition of wrongs; and in example,
that the fpeeches which have been made by the wifeft men, de concordia oras-
num, have not abftained from reducing to memory the extremities ufed on
both parts; f{o as it is true which is faid, Qu: pacem tralfat non repetitis con-
ditiontbus diffidii, is magis animos bominum dulcedine pacis fallit, quam acquitate
compontt. "

And firft of all, it is more than time that there were an end and furccafe made
of this immodeft and deformed manner of writing lately entertained, whereby
matter of religion is handled in the ftyle of the ftage. Indeed, bitter and carneft
writing muft not haftily be condemned ; for men cannot contend coldly, and
without affeGtion, about things which they hold decar and precious. A politick
man may write from his brain, without touch and fenfe of his hcart; asina
fpeculation that appertaineth not unto him; but a feeling Chriftian will exprefs
in his words a character of zeal or love. ‘The latter of which, as I could wifh
rather embraced, being more proper for thefe times, yet is the former war-
ranted alfo by great examples, -

But to leave all reverent and religious compafiion towards evils, or indignation
towards faults, and to turn religion into a comedy or fatire ; to fearch and rip up
v_vounds with a laughing countenance, to intermix Scripture and fcurrility fome-
time in one fentence, is a thing far from the devout reverence of a Chriftian,

-and fcant befeeming the honeft regard of a fober man.  Non ¢/t major confufio

quam feris et joci, There is no greater confufion, than the confounding of jeft

and earneft.  The majefty of religion, and the contempt and deformity of

things ridiculous, are things as diftant as things may be, Two principal caufcs
4 have
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have I ever known of atheifm; curious controverfies, and prophane feoffing

now that thefe two are joined in one, no doubt that fect will make no fmall
reflion, - -

Pr;gnd here I do much efteem the wifdom and religion of that bithop which

replied to the firft pamphlet of this kind, who remembred that a fool was to be

anfwered, but not by becoming like unto him; and confidered the matter which
te handled, and not the perfon with whom he deilt.

_ Job, fpeaking of the majefty and gravity of a judge in himfelf, faith, Jf I did
fmle, they belicved 1t not : as if he thould have faid, If I diverted, or glanced
upon conceit of mirth, yet mens minds were {o pofiefled with a reverence of the
a&ion in hand, as they could not receive it. Much more ought not this to be
amongft bifhops and divines difputing about holy things. And therefore as
much do I miflike the invention of him who (as it feemeth) pleafed himfelf in
it.as in no mean policy, that thefe men are to be dealt withal at their own
weapons, and pledged in their own cup. This feemed to him as profound 2 de-
vice, as when the cardinal Sanfovino counfelled Julius the fecond to encounter
the council of Pifa with the council of Lateran; or as lawful a challenge as
Mr. Jewel made to confute the pretended catholicks by the Fathers: but thofe
things will not excufe the imitation of evil inanother. It fhould be contrariwife
with us, as Cefar faid, Ni/malo, quam eos fimiles effe Jui, et me mei. But now,
Dum de bonis contendimus, de malis confentimus 3 while we differ about good
things, we refemble in evil. )

Surely, if I'were aflked of thefe men, who were the more to be blamed ; I
fhould percale remember the proverb, that the fecond blow maketh the fray
and the faying of an obfcure fellow ; Qui replicat, multiplicat ; he that replieth,
multiplieth. But I would determine the queftion with this fentence ; Alter prin-
cipium malo dedit, alter modum abfiulit; by the one means we have a begin-
ning, and by the other we fhall have none end. o

And truly, as I do marvel that fome of thofe preachers which call for refor-
mation (whom I am far from wronging fo far, asto join them with thefe fcof-
fers) do not publifh fome declaration, whereby they may fatisfy the world, that
they diflike their caufe thould be thus folicited ; fo I hope affuredly, that my
lords of the clergy have none intelligence with this interlibelling, butdo altoge-
ther difallow that their credit fhould be thus defended. For though I obferve
in one of them many gloffes, whereby the man would infinuate himfelf into
their favours, yet I find it to be ordinary, that many prefling and fawning per-
fons do mifconjeture of the humours of men in authority, and many times,
Veneri immolant fuem, they feek to gratify them with that which they motft
diflike : for I have great reafon to fatisfy myfelf touching the judgment of my
lords the bithops in this matter, by that which was written by one of them,
which I mentioned before with honour. Neverthelefs I note, there is not an
indifferent hand carried towards thefe pamphlets as they deferve ; for the one
fort flieth in the dark, and the other is uttered openly; wherein I might advife
that fide out of a wifc writer, who hath fet it down, that punitis ingeniis glifeit
aucloritas.

And indced we fee it cver falleth out, that the forbidden writing is always
thought to be certain fparks of a truth that fly up into the faces of thofc that feek
to choak it, and tread it out ; whereas a book authorized is thought to be but
temporis voces, the language of the time, But in plain truth I do find (to mine
underftanding) thefe pamphlets as meet to be fupprefled as the other. Firft,
becaufe as tﬁe former fort doth deface the government of the church in the per-
fons of the bithops and prelates, fo the other doth lead into contempt the exer-

cifes of religion in the perfons of fundry preachers; {o as it difgraceth an higher

matter, though in the meaner perfon. o _ o
Next, I find certain indifcreet and dangerous amplifications, as if the cjvil

government itfelf of this ftate had near loft the force of her finews, and were
ready to enter into fome convulfion, all things being full of faction and difordery

which is as unjuftly acknowledged, as untruly affirmed. 1 know his meaning
Vor. 11, s D s
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is to enforee this irreverent and violent impugning of the government of bithops:
to be 4 fufpected forerunner of a more. general contempt, Ar{d_‘li grant there js
a fympathy bétween the eftates ; but no fuch matter in the civil policy, as de.
ferveth fo dithonourable a taxatien. - - g - I

- "Foconclude this point = As it were to be wifhed that thefe writings had begp
abortive, ‘and never feen the fun; fo the next is, fince they be come abroad;
that they be cenfured (by all that have underftanding and confcience) as the-
ihtemperatc extravagancies of fome ligh_t perfons. Yea farther, that men bewgze
(except they mean to adventure to deprive themf{elves of all fenfe of religion, ang
to pave their own hearts, and make them as the high way) how they may te
converfant in them, and much more how they delight in that vein; but rathe;
to turn their laughing into blufhing, and to be athamed, as of a thort madnef;,
that they have in' matters of religion taken thew difport and folace. " But this,
perchance, is of thefe faults which will be fooneft acknowledged ;. theugh I pe;
ceive; neverthelefs, that there want not fome who feek to blanch and excufe jt,

But to defcend to a fincere view and confideration of the accidents and ¢jy.
cumitances of thefe controverfies, wherein either part deferveth blame or im,
utation, I find generally, in caufes of church matters, that men do offerd in

{ome or all of thefe five points.
The firft is, the giving occafion unto the controverfies; and alfe the incon-

fiderate and ungrounded taking of occafion. .
The next is, the extending and multiplying the controverfies to a more ge-

neral oppofition or contradiétion than appeareth at the firft propounding of
them, when mens judgments are leaft partial. o |
- 'The third s, the -paffionate and unbrotherly pratices and proceedings of
both parts towards the perfons each of ethers, for their difcredit and fuppref-
fion. - I ]
The fourth is, the courfes holden and entertained on either fide, for the
drawing of their partifans to a more ftrait union within themfelves, which ever
importeth a farther diftraction of the entire body. |
he laft is, the undue and inconvenient propounding, publithing, and de-
bating of the controverfies. In which peint the moft palpable error hath been
already {poken of, asthat, which through the ftrangenefs and frefhnefs of'the
the abufe firft offereth itfelf to the conceits of all men. . -
Now concerning the occafion of the controverfies, it cannot be denied, but
that the imperfetions in the converfation and government of thofe which have
chief place in the ¢hurch, have ever been principal caufes and motives of
{chifms and divifions. For whilft the bithops and governors of the church con-
tinue full of knowledge and good works; whilft they feed the flock indeed;
whilft they deal with the {ecular ftates in all liberty and refolution, ‘accordingto
the majefty of their calling, and the precious care of fouls impoféd wpon them,
{o long the church is fituated as it were upon an bill; no man maketh queftion
of it, or feeketh to depart from it: but when thefe virtues in the fathers and
Jeaders of the ehurch have loft their light, and that they wax worldly, lovers
of them{elves, and pleafers of men, then men begin to grépc for the church as
in the dark ; they are in doubt whether they be the fucceffors of the apoftles,
or lof the Pharifees : yea, howfoever they fit in Mofes’ chair, yet they can never
{peak, tanquam auctoritatem habentes, as having authority, becaufe they have
loft their reputation in the confciences of men, by declining their fteps from the
way which they trace out to others; fo as men had need continually Eavc founds
g in their ears this fame Nolite exire, go not out; fo ready are they to depart
fro_m the church uyon every voice. «And therefore it is truly noted by one that
wn.teth. as a natural man, that the humility of the friers did, for a great time,
mamtam_and bear out the irreligion of bifhops and prelates, '
~ For this is the double policy of the fpiritual enemy, either by counterfeit ho-
linefs of life to eftablith and authorife errors; or by corruption of manncrs
to difcredit and draw in queftion truth and things lawful, This Con(fcmcdl
my lords the bifhops, unto whom I am witnefs to myfelf, that I ftand affected

4 a5
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2s I ought. No contradiction hath fuppl_antcdi in me the feverence that I owe
. theit calling; neither hath any detrattion or calumny imbafed mine. opinion
of their perfons. I know {fome of them whofe names are moft pierced with
thefe accufitions, to be men of great virtues; although the indifpofition of the
rimes,- and the want of correfpondenice many wdys is enough to fruftrate the
beft efideavours in the edifying of the church. And for the reft, gencrally; I
can condemn none. I am no judge of them that belong to fo high a mafter;
neither have I fawo awitneffes.  And I know it-1s truly faid of fame, that
" Pariter fafla, atque infella canebat.

~Their taxations arife not all from one coaft; they have many and-different
enemies ready to invent {lander, more ready to-amplify it, and moft ready to
believe it.  And Magnes mendacii crediilitas ; credulity is the adamant of lyes.
But if any be, againft whom the fupreme bifhop hath not a few things, but
many things ; if any have loft his firft love; if any be neither hot nor cold;
if any Hdve ftumbled too fondly at the threfhold, in fuch fort that he cannot fit
well,. that'entered ill ; it is time they return whence theyare fallen, and confirm
the things that remain. |
“Great is the weight of this fault; ¢f eoram caufa abborrebant homines a facri-
ficio Domini : and for their caufe did men abhor the adoration of God. But
howfoever it be, thofe which have fought to deface them, and cait.contempt
upon them,” are not to be excufed. .

It is the precept of Solomon, that the rulers be not reproached ; no, not in
our thought : but that we draw our very conceit into a modeft interpretation of
their doings. ~The holy angel would give no fentence of blafphemy againft the
common {landerer, but faid, Increpet te Dominus, the Lord rebuke thee. 'The
Apoftle St. Paul, though againft him that did pollute facred juftice with tyran-
nous violence he did juftly denounce the judgment of God, faying, Percutiet te
“Dominus, the Lord will ftrike thee; yet in faying paries dealbate, he thought
he had gone too far, and retracted ‘it : whereupon a learned father faid, z2pfum
quamvis inane nomen, et umbram facerdotis expavit.

The antient councils and fynods (as is noted by the ecclefiaftical ftory) when
they deprived any bifhop, never recorded the offence; but buried it in perpe-
tual filence : only Cham purchafed his curfe by revealing his father’s difgrace;
and yet 2 much greater fault is it to afcend from their pérfon to their calling,
and draw that in queftion. Many good fathers fpake rigorouily and feverely of
the unworthinefs of bithops; as if prefently it did forfeit, and ceafe their office.
One faith, Sacerdotes nominamur, et non fumus, we are called priefts, but priefts
we are not. Another faith, Nzfi bonum opus amplectaris, epifcopus effe non potes ;
except thou undertake the good work, thou canft not be a bifhop; yet they
meant nothing lefs than to move doubt of their calling or ordination.

The fecond occafion of controverfies, isthe nature and humour of fome men.
The church never wanteth a kind of perfons which love the falutation of Rabby,
mafter ; not in ceremony or compliment, but in an inward authority which
they feck over mens minds, in drawing them to depend upon their opinions,
and to feck knowledge at their lips. Thefe men are the true {ucceflors of Dio-
trephes,_ the lover of pre-eminence, and not lord bithops. Such fpirits do light
ufon another fort of natures, which do adhere to thefec men; guorum gloria in
obfequio; Miff followers, and fuch as zeal marvelloufly for thofe whom they
have chofen for their mafters. ‘This latter fort, for the moit part, are men
of young years, and fuperficial underftanding, carried away with partial re(pects
of perfons, or with the enticing appcarance of godly names and pretences :
Pawei res 1pfas ﬁ'gumzmr,' plures nomina rerum, plurimi nomina magifirorum ;
few follow the things themfelves, more the names-of the things, and moft the
names of their mafters.

- About thefe general affections are wreathed and interlaced accidental and
Private emulations and difcontentments, all which together break forth into
contentions ; fuch as either violate truth, fobriety, or peace. Thefe generali-

lji‘f's apply themfelves. The univerfities are the feat or the continent of} tl{}iﬂ
difcalc;
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difeaft ; whence it hath been, and is derived into the reft of the realm. There
men will no longer be e numero, of the number. There do others fide them. -
felves before they know their right hand from their left : foitis true which i
faid, tranfeunt ab ignorantia ad praqiudicz'{tm, they ﬂ-‘:l p ﬁ:om ignorance to 4
prejudicate opinion, and never take a ﬁ)upd Judg_me:n‘t in thelr.way. But as it s
well noted, nter juventle judicium et fenile praq/ud{c:t{m, OMNIS Veritas coryymn-
pitur : through want of years, when men are not indifferent, but partial, thep
their judgment is weak and unripe ; and when it groweth to ftrength and ripe.
nefs, by that time it 1s foreftalled with fuch a number of prejudicate OpInions,
as it is made unprofitable : {o as between thefe two all truth is corrupted. [,
the mean while, the honourable names of fincerity, reformation, and difcipline
are put in the fore ward : fo as contentions and evil zeals cannot be touched,
except thefe holy things be thought firft to be violatcd. But howfoever they
thall infer the folicitation for the peace of the church to proceed from carngl
fenfe, yet I will conclude ever with the apoftle Paul, Cum fit inter vos zelus of
contentio, nonne carnales efiis? While there is amongft you zeal and contention,
are ye not carnal ? And howfoevér they efleem the compounding of controver-
fies to favour of man’s wifdom and human policy, and think themielves led by
the wifdom which is from above ; yet I fay with St. James, Ncn ¢/t ifia fapiontia
de furfum defcendens, fed terrena, animalis, diabolica : bt enim 2elis et contes-
tio, 1bi inconflantia et omne opus pravum. Of this inconftancy 1t 1s faid bya
\earned father, Procedere volunt non ad perfeitionem, fed ad permutationen: ; they
feek to go forward ftill, notto perfedion, but to change. '

 The third occafion of controverfies I obferve to be an extreme and unlimited
deteftation of fome former herefy or corruption of the church already acknow-
ledged and convicted, This was the caufe that produced the herefy of Arius,
grounded efpecially upon deteftation of gentilifim, left the chriftians fhould
feem, by the aflertion of the equal divinity of our Saviour Chrift, to approach
unto the acknowledgment of more gods -than one. The deteftation of the
herefy of Arius produced that of Sabellius; who, holding for execrable the
diflimilitude which Arius pretended in the Trinity, fled fo far from him, as he
fell upon that other extremity, to deny the diftintion of perfons; and to fay they
were but only names of feveral offices and difpenfations. Yea, muoft of the here-
fies and fchifms of the church have {prung up of this root; while men have
made it as it were their fcale, by which to meafure the bounds of the moft per-
fect religion ; taking it by the fartheft diftance from the error laft condemned.
Thefe be poffbumi hacrefium filii ; herefies that arife out of the afhes of other he-
refies that are extin¢tand amortized.

This manner of apprehenfion doth in fome degree pofiefs many in our timnce.
They think it thg true touchftone to try what is good and cvil, by meafuring
what is more or lefs oppofite to the inftitutions of the church of Rome, be it
ceremony, be it policy or government ; yea, be it other inftitutions of greater
weight, that is ever moft perfe@ which is removed moft degrees from that
church; and that 1s ever polluted and blemithed, which participateth i any
appearance with it. This is a fubtile and dangerous conceit for men to entertain;
apt to delude themfelves, more apt to delude the people, and moft apt of all to
calumniate their adverfaries. ‘This {urely (but that a notorious condempation
of that pofition was before our eyes) had long fince brought us to the rc-bapti-
zation of children baptized according to the pretended catholick religion : for 1
fee that which is a matter of much like reafon, which is the re-ordaining of priefts,
is 2 matter already refolutely maintained. It is very meet that men bewarc how
they be abufed by this opinion; and that they know thatit is a confideration of
much greater wifdom and fobriety to be well advifed, whether in gencral demo-
litton of the inftitutions of the church of Rome, therc were not (as mens
attions are imperfet) fome good purged with the bad, rather than to purge the

church, as they pretend, every day anew; which is the way to make a wound
i the bowels, as is already begun.
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The fourth and laft occafion of théfe controverfies (4 matter which did e -8
trouble the church in former times) | is the 'pa_rtial affectition and imitation of
foreign churches. For many of our men: (during the tithe of perfecution, and
fince) having been converfant in churches abroad, and recelved a great impref-
t:on of the form of government there ordained, have violently fotight to intrude
the fame upon our church. But I anfwer: Confentiamus in eo guod vorrvenit,
non. in €0 quod receplum g/t ; letusagree in this, that every church do thdt which
s convenient for the ftate of itfelf, and ndt in particular cuftoms. Although
their churches had received the better form, yet many times it is to be fought,
non quod optimum, Jed e bonis quid proximum ; not that which is beft; but of good
things which is the beft and readieft to be had. Our church is hot now to
plant ; 1t 1S fettled and eftablifhed. It may be; in civil ftates a republick is 4 better
policy than a kingdom : yety; God. forbid that lawful kingdoms fhould be tied
to innovate and miake alterations. Quz mala introducit, voluntatem Dei oppu-
gnat reveldtam th verbo s qui nova introducit, voluntatem Dei oppugnat revela-
tam 1 rebus; he that bringeth in evil cuftoms refifteth the will of God revealed
:n his word ; he that bringeth in new things, refifteth the will of God revealed
in the things them{elves.  Confule pirovidentram Dei cum verbo Det 5 take coun-
fel of the providence of God, as well as of his'word. Neither yet do I admit
that their form, -although it were poflible and convenient; is better than ours;
if fome abufes were taken away. 'The parity and €quality of minifters is a thing
of wonderful great confufion, and fo'1s an ordinary government by fynods,
which doth neceffarily enfue upon the other. ’

It is hard in all caufes; but efpecially in religion, whén vaices fhdll be num-
bred and not weighed : Eguidem, faith a wife father; ut vere quod res eff Jeriban;

prorfus decrevi fugere ominem corrventum epifcoporum 5 nullius enim concilii bonumn

exitum unquam vid: ; concilia enin non minuunt mala, fed angent potins. < To fay
« the truth, I am utterly determined hever to come to any council of bithops ; for
~« ] never yet faw good end of any council; for councils abate not ill things, but

¢ rather increafe thens.”  Which is to be undetftood not fo much of general coun-
cils, as of {ynods, gathered for the ordinary government of the church. As for
the deprivation of bithops; -and fuch like caufes, this ntifchief hath taught the
ufe of archbithops, patriarchs, and primates  as the abufe of them fince hath
taught men to miflike them. | o
 But it will be faid; Look to the fruits of the churchés abroad dnd ours. To
which I fay, that I befeech the Lord to multiply his bleflings and graces upon
thofe ¢hurches an hundred fold. But yet it is not good, that we fall on the
numbring of them ; it may be our peace hath made us more wanton : 1t may
be alfo (though I would be loth to derogite from the honour of thofe churches;
were it not to remove fcandals) that their fruits are as torches in- the dark,
which appear greateft afar off. I know they may have fome ftri¢t orders for
the reprefling of fundry excefles : but when I confider of the cenfures of fome
perfons, as well upon particular men as upon churches, I think on the faying
of a Platonift, who faith, Certe vitia irafcibilis partis animae funt gradu pra-
viora, quam concupifcibilis, tametfi occultrora ; a matter that appeared much by
the antient contentions of bithops. God grant that we may contend with other
churches, as the vine with the olive, which of us fhall bear the beft froit; and
not as the briar with the thiftle, which of us is moft unprofitable. And thus
much touching the occafions of thefe controverfies. -

Now, briefly to fet down the growth and progrefiion of the controverfies;
whereby will be verified the faying of Solomon s that the courfe of Contention
15 to be_flopped at the firft; being clfe as the waters, which if they gain a breach,
itawnl] bardly ever be recovered.

It may be remembered, that on that part, which call for reformation, was
ﬁ_l‘-ft propounded, fome diflike of certain cercmonies, fuﬁpofcd to be fuperfti«
tious; fome complaint of dumb minifters who pofiefs rich benefices; and fome
mve&tives againft the idle and monaftical continuance withih the univerfities, by
thale who had livings to be refident upon ; and fuch like abufes, Thence they

Vor. II. § E went o
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weént on to condemn the government of bithops as an hierarchy remaining to y
of the corruptions of the Roman church, and to except to {undry inftitutions j; -
the church, as not fufficiently delivered from the pollutions of former times.”
And laftly, they are advanced to define of an only and perpetual form of
policy in the church; which, without confideration of poffibility, and forefight
of peril, and perturbation of the church and flate, muft be ereted and planted
by the magiftrate. Here they ftay. Others, not able to keep footing in f;,
fteep ground, defcend farther ; That the fame muft be entered into and accept-
ed of the people at their peril, without the attending of the eftablithment of 3.
thority. And fo in the mean time they refufe to communicate with us, 1.
puting us to have no church. This has been the progreflion of that fide: |

mean of the generality. For, I know, {ome perfon_s (being of the nature, por
only to love extremities, but alfo to fall to them without degrees) wertrat the
higheft ftrain at the firft. |

The other part, which maintaineth the prefent government of the church,
hath not kept one tenour neither. Firft, thofe ceremonies which were pre.
tended to be corrupt, they maintained to be things indifferent, and oppofed the
examples of the good times of the church to that challenge which was made
unto them, becaufe they were ufed in the later fuperftitious times.  Then were
they alfo content mildly to acknowledge many imperfections in the church: g
tares come up amongft the corn; which yet (according to the wifdom taught
by our Saviour) were not with ftrife to be pulled up, left it might {poil apd
fupplant the good corn, but to grow on together till the harveft. After, they
grew to a more abfolute defence and maintainance of all the -orders of the
church, and ftiffly to hold, that nothing was to be innovated ; partly becanf
it needed not, partly-becaufe it would make a breach upon the reft. Hence (ex-
afperated through contentions) they are fallen to a dire¢t condemnation of the
contrary part, as of afe&t. Yea, and fome indifcreet perfons have been bold ip
open preaching to ufe dithonourable and derogatory {peech and . cenfure of the -
churches abroad ; and that {o far, as fome of our men (as I haverheard) ordained
in foreign parts have been pronounced to be no lawful minifters. Thus we fee
the beginnings were modeft, but the extremes are violent ; fo as there is almoft
as great a diftance now of either fide from itfelf, as was at the firft.of one from
the other. And furely, though my meaning and {cope be not (as I faid before)
to enter into the controverfies themfelves, yet I do admonifh the maintainers
of the alone difcipline, to weigh and confider ferioufly and attentively, how
near they are unto them, with whom, I know, they will not join. It is very
hard to affirm, that the difcipline, which they fay we want, is one of thecf-
fential parts of the worﬂ]ifp of God; and not to affirm withal, that the peoplc
themfelves, upon peril of falvation, without ftaying for the magiftrate, are to
gather themfelves into it. I demand, If a civil ftate thould receive the preach-
ing of the word and baptifm, and interdi&t and exclude the facrament of the
Lord’s fupper, were not men bound upon danger of their fouls to draw them-
{elves to congregations, wherein they might celebrate this myftery, and not to
content themfielves with that part of God's worfhip which the magiftrate had
authorifed ? This I fpeak, not to draw them into the miflike of 'others, but into
a more déep confideration of themfelves : Fortaffe non redeunt, quia fuum pro-
greffum non intelligunt,

Again, to my lords the bifhops I fay, that it is hard for them to avoid blame
(in the opinion of an indiffcrent perfon) in ftanding fo precifely upon altering
nothing: leges, novis legibus non recreatae, acefcunt; laws not refrefhed with
new laws, wax four. Quz mala non permutat, inbonis non perfeverat ; without
change of ill, a man cannot continue the good. To take away many abufcs,
{upplanteth not good orders, but eftablitheth them. Morofa morés retentio, res
turbulenta of, acque ac novitas; a contentious retaining of cuftom is a turbulent
thing, as well as innovation. A good hufband is ever pruning in his vincyard
or his field ; not unfeafonably indeed, not unfkilfully, but .lii aitly ;. he findeth

ever fomewhat to do.  We have hegrd of no offers of the ithops of bills in
| pas-
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parliaﬂie“_t 5 which no doqbt,' roceediqg from then_l to Whmr_l it properly .be-v-
longeth, would have every w ere-received acceptation. Their own conttitu-
ions and orders have reformed them little. Is nothing amifs? Can any man
defend the ufe of excommunication as a pafe procefs to lackey up and down
for duties and fees; 1t being a precurfory judgment of the latter day ?

" 1s there no- mean to train and nurfe up minifters (for the yield of the uni-
verfities will not ferve, though they were never fo well governed) to train
them, I fay, not to preach (for that every man confidently adventureth to do)
but to preach foundly, and to handle the Scriptures with wifdom and judgment ?
[ know prophelying was fub_]eé't to great abufe, and would be more abufed now;
kecaufe heat -of contentions is encreafed : but I fay the only reafon of the abufe
was, becaufe there was admitted to it a popular auditory, and it was not con-
«ined within a private conference of minifters. Other things might be {poken
of.- Ipray God to infpire the bifhops with a fervent love and care of the people;
and that they may not {fo much urge things in controverfy, as things out of
controverfy, which all men confefs to be gracious and good. And thus much
for the fecond point.

Now, as to the third point, of unbrotherly proceeding on either part, it Is
dire@tly contrary to my purpofe to amplify wrongs: it is enough to note and
number them ; which I do alfo, to move compafiion and remorfe on the of-
fending fide, and not to animate challengers and complaints on the other. And
this point (as reafon is) doth chiefly touch that fide which can do moft : Injx-
riae potentz'ommﬁmz‘; injuries come from them that have the upper hand.

The wiongs of them which are pofiefled of the government of the church
towards the other, may hardly be diffembled or excufed : they have charged
them as though they denied tribute to Cefar, and withdrew from the civil ma-
giftrate the obedience which they have ever performed and taught. They have
forted and coupled them with the Fam:ly of love, whofe herefies they. have la-
boured to deftroy and confute. ‘They have been {fwift of credit to receive accu-
fations againft them, from thofe that have quarrelled with them but for {peak-
ing againit fin and vice. Their accufations and inquifitions have been ftri&t,
{wearing men to blanks and generalities (not included within compafs of
matter certain, which the party which is to take the oath may comprehend)
which is a thing captious and ftrainable. Their urging of fub{cription to their
own articles, is but laceffere, et irritare morbos ecclefiae, which otherwife would
fpend and exercife themfelves. Noz confenfum quacrit fed diffidium, qui, quod faétis
praefatur, in verbis exigit : He {eeketh not unity, but divifion, which exacteth
that in words, which men are content to yield in ation. And it is true,
there are fome which (as I am perfuaded) will not eafily offend by inconfor-
mity, who notwithftanding make fome confcience to fubfcribe ; for they know
this note of inconftancy and defection from that which they have long held,
(hall difable them to do that good which otherwife they might do: for fuch
is the weaknefs of many, that their miniftry fhould be thereby difcre-
dited. As for their eafy filencing of them, in fuch great {carcity of preachers, it
‘isto punith the people, and not them. Ought they not (I mean the bithops)
to keep one eye open, to look upon the gaod that thofe men do, not to fix them
both upon the hurt that they fuppofe cometh by them ? Indeed, fuch as are in-
temperate and incorrigible, God forbid they fhould be permitted to preach:
but fhall every inconfiderate word, fometimes captioufly watched, and for the
moft part hardly enforced, beas a forfeiture of their voice and gift in preaching?
As for fundry particular moleftations, I take no pleafure to recite them. Ifa
“minifter ﬂlallybe troubled for faying in bapti{m, do you believe? for doft thou believe 2
If another fhall be called in queftion for praying for her majefty, without the
additions of her ftyle; whereas the very form of prayer in the book of comamon-
“prayer hath ¢ thy fervant Elizabeth,” and no more: If a third fhall be accufed,
upon thefe words uttered touching the controverfies, follatur lex, et fiat certa-
men (whereby was meant, that the prejudice of the law removed, either rea-

“fons fhould be equally compared) of calling the people to fedition and mutiny, a;‘
. . . . i
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if he had faid, Away with the law, and try it out with force: If thefe, and
other like particulars be true, which I have but by rumour, and cannot affirm . it
is to be lamented that they fhould labour amongft us with {o little comfort,
know reftrained governments are better than remifs § and I amrof his mind thye
faid, Better is it to live where nothing is lawful, than where all things are lay.
ful. I diflike that laws fhould not be continued, or difturbers be unpunifheq .
but laws are likened to the grape, that being too much prefled yields an harg
and unwholefome wine. Of thefe things I muft fay ;. Ira vir: non eperarur Ju-
flitiam Dei ; the wrath of man worketh not the righteoufnefs of+'God.

As for the injuries of the other part, they be 1&fus tnermes; as it were head.
lefs arrows; they be fiery and. eager invectives, and (in fome fond men) uncivj|
and irreverent behaviour towards their fuperiors. This laft invention alfo, whjck
expofeth them to derifion and obloquy by libels, chargeth not (as Iam perfuag.
ed) the whole fide: neither doth that other, which is yet more odious, prac.
tifed by the worft fort of them; which is, to callin (as it were to their aids) cer-
tain mercenary bands, which impugn bithops, and other ecclefiaftical dignities,
to have the {poil of their endowments and livings: of thefe I cannot fpeak toq,
hardly. It is an intelligenee between incendiaries and robbers, the one to fiie
the houfe, the other to rifle it.

'The fourth point wholly pertaineth to them which impugn the prefent eccle-
fiaftical government ; who although they have net cut themielves oft' from the
body and communion of the church, yet do they affect certain cognizances and
differences, wherein they feek to correfpond amongft themielves, and to be fe-
parate from others. And it is truly faid, zam funt mores quidam [chifmatici,
quam dogmata [chifmatica ; there be as well fchifmatical fafthions as opinions,
Firft, they have impropriated unto themfelves the names of zealous, fincere,
and reformed ; as if all others were cold minglers of holy things and prophane,
and friends of abufes. Yea, be a man endued with great virtues, and fruitful
in good works ; yet if he concur not with them, they term him (in derogation)
a civil and moral man, and compare him to Socrates, or fome heathen philo-
fopher : whereas the wifdom of the Scriptures teacheth us otherwife ; namely,
to judge and denominate men religious according to their works of the fecond
table; becaufe they of the firft are often counterfeit, and practifed in hypocrify.
So St. John faith, that @ man doth vainly boaft of loving God whom bhe never fau,
if be love not bis brother whom be bath feen. And St. James faith, This is true
religion, to vifit the fatherle[s and the widow. So as that which is with them
but philofophical and moral, is, in the apoftle’s phrafe, #rue religion and chii-
flianity. As in aftection they challenge the faid virtues of zeal and the reft; fo
in knowledge they attribute unto themfelves light and perfection. They fay,
the church of England in king Edward’s time, and in the beginning of her
majefty’s reign, was butin the cradle; and the bifheps in thofe times did fome-
what grope for day-break, but that maturity and fulnefs of light proccedeth from
themfelves. So Sabinius, bifhopof Heraclea, a Macedonian heretick, faid, that
the fathers in the council of Nice were but infants and ignorant men: that the
church was not {o perfect in their decrees as to refufe that farther ripenefs ot
knowledge which time had revealed. And as they cenfure virtuous men by
the names of civil and moral, fo do they cenfure men truly and godly wifc (who
{ee into the vanity of their affections) by the name of politicks ; faying, that
their wifdom is but earnal and favouring of man’s brain. So likewife if a preacher
preach with care and meditation (I fpeak not of the vain fcholaftical mannct
of preaching, but foundly indeed, ordering the matter he handleth diftinctly
for memory, deducting and drawing it down for dire&ion, and authorizing It
with. {trong proofs and warrants) they cenfure it asa form of {peaking not be-
coming the fimplicity of the gofpel, and refer it to the reprehenfion of St. Paul,
{peaking of the enticing [peech of man's wifdom.

Now for their own manner of preaching, whatisit? Surely they exhort well,
and work compunétion of mind, and bring men well to the queftion, Firi, Jras

tres, quid faciemus 2 But that is not enough, except they refolve the qucﬁilon-
7 They
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They handle matters of controverly weakly, and obiter, and as before a people
that will accept of any thing. In doctrine of manners there islittle but genera-
lity and repetition. The word (_the‘breq_d of life) they tofs up and down, they
break it not: they draw not their direCtions down ad cafus confiientiae ; that a
man may be warranted in his particular aCtions whether they be lawful or not;
neither indeed are many of them able to do 1t, }vhat through want of grounded
knowledge, what through want of ftudy and time. Itis a compendious and
eafy thing to call for the obfervation of the fabbath-day, or to fpeak againft
gniawful gain; but what attions and works may be done upon the fabbath,
.nd what not; and what courfes of gain are lawful, and in what cafes: to fet
this down, and to clear the whole matter with good diftin&tions and decifions,
is a matter of great knowledge and labour, and afketh much meditation and
converfing in the Scriptures, and other helps which God hath provided and

prefcrved for inftru&ion.

Again, they carry not an equal hand in teaching the people their lawful li- -

berty, as well as their reftraints and prohibitions: but they think a man cannot
g0 t00 far in that that hath a thew of 2 commandment.

They forget that there are fins on the right hand, as well as on the left ; and
that the word 1s double-edged, and cutteth on both fides, as well the profane
tranfgreflions, as the {uperftitious obfervances. Who doubteth but that it is as
uniawful to fhut where God hath opened, as to open where God hath fhut ;
to bind where God hath loofed, as to loofe where God hath bound ¢ Amongft
men it is commonly - as 1ll taken to turn back favours, as to difobey command-
ments. In this kind of zeal (for example) they have pronounced generally,
and without difference, all untruths unlawful ; notwithftanding, that the mid-
wives are directly reported to have been bleffed for their excufe ; and Rahab .is
{aid by faith to have concealed the {pies; and Solomon’s felected judgment pro-
ceeded upon a fimulation ; and our Saviour, the more to touch the hearts of
the two difciples with an holy dalliance, made asif he would have pafled Em-
maus. Farther, I have heard fome fermons of mortification, which, I think,
with very good meaning, they have preached out of their own experience and
exercife, and things in private counfels not unmeet; but {urely no found cone
ceits, much like to Parfons Refolution, or not {fo good ; apt-to breed in .men
rather weak opinions and perplexed defpairs, than filial and true repentance
which 1s fought.

Another point of great inconvenience and peril, is to entitle the people to
hear controverfies, and all kinds of doétrine. They fay no part of the counfel
of God is to be f{upprefled, nor the people defrauded : fo as the difference
which the Apoftle maketh between milk and ftrong meat is confounded ; and
his precept, that the weak be not admitted unto queftions and -controverfies,
taketh no place. .

But moft of all is to be fufpe@ted, as a feed of farther inconvenience, their
manner of handling the Scriptures ; for whilft they feek exprefs Scripture for
cvery thing; and that they have, in a manner, deprived themf{elves and the
church of a fpecial help and {upport, by cmbafing the authority of the fathers,
they refort to naked examples, conceited inferences, and forced allufions, fuch
35 do minc into all certainty of religion.

Another extremity, is the exceffive magnifying of that, which though it be
1 principal and moft holy inftitution, yet hath it Jimits, as all things elfe have.
\Yc fcc wherefoever, in a manner, they find'in the Scriptures the word {poken
of, they expound it of preaching ; -they have madec it, in a manncr, of the ef-
lenee of the facrament of the Lord’s fupper, to have a fermon precedent ;
tl,‘CY have, in a fort, annihilated the ufe of liturgies, and forms of divine fer-
vice, although the houfe of God be denominated of the princifpal, domus
Prationss, a houfe of prayer, and not a houfe of preaching. As for the life
of the good monks and hermits in the primitive church, I know, they will
tondemn a man as half a papift, if hefhould maintain them as other than pro-
phane, becaufe they heard no fermons.  In the mecan time, what preaching is,

d who may be faid to preach, they move no queftion ; but (as faras I fee)
Vor, II. s F every
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every man that prefumeth to fpeak in chair, is accountt_sd a preacher. By
I am afflured, that not a few that call hotly for a preaching miniftry, deferye
to be the firft themfelves that fhould be expelled. All which errors and i
proceedings they do fortify and intrench by an addiCted refpett to their owp
opinions, and an impatience to hear contradi¢tion or argument ; yea, 1 knoy
fome of them that would think it a tempting of God, to hear or read what May
be faid againft them ; as if there could be a quod oonum ¢fl, tenete ; without 4y
omnia probate, going before.

This may fuffice to offer unto themfelves a thought and confideration, whe.
ther in thefe things they do well or no? and to correct and afluage the partiality
of their followers. For as for any man that fhall hereby enter 1nto a contempt
of their miniftry, it is but his own hardnefs of heart. I know the work of
exhortation doth chiefly reft upon thefe men, and they have zeal and hate of
fin: But again, let them take heed that it be not true which one of their adve;-

faries faid, that they have but two {mall wants, knowledge, and love. And

I conclude this point,
The laft point, touching the due publithing and debating of thefe contro.

verfies, needeth no long fpeech. This ftrange abufe of antiques and pafquils
hath been touched before: fo likewife I repeat that which I faid, that a chs-
racter of love is more proper for debates of this nature, than that of zeal. A
for all dire@t or indirect glances or levels at mens perfons, they were ever iy

thefe caufes difallowed.

Laftly, whatfoever be pretended, the people is no meet arbitrator, byt
rather the quiet, modeft, and private affemblies, and conferences of the learned,
Qui apud incapacem loquitur, non difceptat, fed calumniatur. The prefs and
pulpit would be freed and difcharged of thefe contentions ; neither promotion on
the one fide, nor glory and heat on the other fide, ought to continuc thofe chal. -
lenges and cartels at the crofs, and other places : but rather all preachers, efpe-
cially fuch as be of good temper, and have wifdom with confcience, ought to
inculcate and beat upon a peace, filence, and furfeance. Neither let them fear
Solon’s law, which compelled in factions every particular perfon to range him-
{clf on the one fide ; nor yet the fond calumny of neutrality ; but let them know
that is true which is faid by a wife man, That neuters in contentions are cither
better or worfe than either fide.

Thefe things have I in all fincerity and fimplicity fet down, touching the con-
troverfies which now trouble the church of England; and that without all art
and infinuation, and therefore not like to be grateful to either part: Notwith-
ftanding, I truft what hath been faid fhall find a correfpondence in their
minds which are not imbarked in partiality, and which love the whole better
than a part ; wherefore I am not out of hope that it may do good ; at the Jeaft

I,[hgll not repent myfelf of the meditation.
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cious than the union of your kingdoms; being both works wherein
your happinefs may contend with your worthinefs. Having therefore

prefumed, not without your Majefty’s gracious acceptation, to fay fomewhat of
the one ; I am the more encouraged not to be filent in the other : the rather,
becaufe it is an argument that Thave travelled in heretofore *. But Solomon com- *Vid. p. 375.
mendeth a word {poken in feafon, and as our Saviour ({peaking of the difcern-
ing of {eafons) faith, When you fee a cloud rifing in the weft, you [ay it will be a
[hower : {o your Majefty’s rifing to this monarchy in the weft parts of the
world, doth promife a f{weet and fruitful fhower of many bleflings upon this
church and commonwealth ; a fhower of that influence as the very firft dews
and drops thereof have already laid the ftorms and winds throughout Chrift-
endom; reducing the very face of Europe to a more peaceable and amiable
countenance. But to the purpofe. '
~ Itis very true, that thefe ecclefiaftical matters are things not properly apper-

taining to my profefiion ; which I was not {o inconfiderate, but to object to my-
felf : but finding that it is many times feen that a man that ftandeth off, and
fomewhat removed from a plot of ground, doth better {furvey itand difcover it,
than thofe which are upon it; I thought it not impofiible, but that I, as a looker-
on, might caft mine eyes upon fome things which the actors themfelves (efpe-
cially fome being interefled, fome led and addicted, fome declared and engaged)
did not or would not fec. And that knowing in my confcience (whereto God
heareth witnefs) that the things which I fhall fpcak, fpring out of no vein of
popularity, oftentation, defire of novelty, partiality to either fide, difpofition to
intermeddle, or any the like leaven; I may conceive hope that what I want in
depth of judgment, may be countervailed in fimplicity and fincerity of affection.
But of all things this did moft animate me; that I found in thefe opinions of
mine (which I have long held and cmbraced, as may appear by that which I
have many years fince written of them, according to the proportion neverthelefs
of my weaknefs) a confent and conformity with that which your Majefty hath
publithed of your own moft chriftian, moft wife, and moderate {enfe, mn thefe
caufes ; wherein you have well exprefled to the world, that there is infufed in
vour facred breaft, from God, that high principle, and pofition of government,
That you ever hold the whole more dear than any part.

For who feeth not that many are affected, and rive opinion in thefe matters,
as if they had not fo much a defire to purge the evil from the fgood, as to coun-
tenance and prote the evil by the good ? Others fpeak asif their {fcope were

v | only

TH E unity of your church (excellent Sovereign) is a thing no lefs pre-
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only to fet forth what is good, and not to feck what 1s pofiible; which is to wif),,
and not to propound. Others proceed as if they had rather a mind of removing
than of reforming. But howfoever either {ide, as men (_though excellent men)
thall run irito extfemities; yet your Majefty, asa n_mft w1fe, equal, and chriftiap
moderator, is difpofed to find out the golden m‘édmc‘fé‘ty {n'thc‘ eftablithment of
that which is found, and in the reparation of that whieh 1s corrupt and decayed,.
To your princely judgment. then I do in all humblenefs {ubmit whatfoever |
fhall propound, offering the fame but as a mite, Into the treafury of your wi-
dom. For as the aftronomers do well obferve, that when three of the {uperior
lights-do meet 1n conjunction, it bringeth forth fomq admirable e_ﬁ"e&s: {o there
being joined in your Majefty the light of nature, the light of learning, and, aboye
all, the light of God’s Holy Spirit; 1t cannot be bu_t your government muit he
as a happy conftellation over the ftates of your kmgdomg. Neither is there
wanting to your Majefty that fourth light, which, though 1t be but a borrowed
light, yet is of fingular efficacy and moment added to the reft, which is the
light of 2 moft wife and well compounded council; te whofe honourable ang

grave wifdoms I do likewife fubmit whatloever I f}l&ll {peak, ho}?in g that I thaj)
not need to make proteftation of my mind and opinion, That, until your Majefty
doth otherwife determine and order, all a&ual and full obedience 1s to be oiven
to ecclefiaftical jurifdi¢tion as it now ftandeth; and, when your Majefty hath
determined and ordered, that every good {ubjeclt cu ght to reft fatisfied, and apply
his obedience to your Majefty’s laws, ordinances, and royal commandments ; noy
of the diflike I have of all immodeft bitternefs, peremptory prefumption, popu-
Jar handling, and other courfes, tending rather to rumour and imprefiion in the
vulgar fort, than to likelihood of effe&t, joined with obfervation ot duty.

But before I enter into the points controverted, I think good to remove (if it
may be) two opinions, which directly confront and oppone to reformation : the
one bringing it to a nullity, and the other to an impoilibility.  The firft is, that

it is againft good policy to innovate any thing in church matters: the other, tha

all reformation muft be after one platform. |

For the firft of thefe, it is excellently faid by the prophet; Stafe fuper vias
antiquas, €t videte, quaenam Jit via recla et vera, et amoulate in ca.  So as he
doth not fay, State fuper vias antiquas, et ambulate in ers: Yor 1t is true, that
with all wife and moderate perfons, cuftom and ufage obtaineth that reverence,
as it 1s fufficient matter to move them to make a ftand, and to difcover, and take
a view ; butit is no warrant to guide and condu¢t them: a juit ground, I fay, it
is of deliberation, but not of direttion. But on the other fide, who knoweth
not, that time is truly compared to a ftream, that carrieth -down frefh and purc
waters into that falt {fea of corruption which environeth all human ations? And
therefore, if man fhall net by his induftry, virtue, and policy, as it were with
the oar, row againft the fiream and inclination of time; all inftitutions and
ordinances, be they never {o pure, will corrupt-and degenerate. But not to
handle this matter common-place like; 1 would only afk, Why the civil flate
thould be purged and reftored by good and wholefome laws, madc every third
or fourth year in parliament affembled; devifing remedies as faft as time breed-
eth mifchief; and contrariwife the ecclefiaftical ftate fhould {lill continue upon
the dregs of time, and receive no alteration now for thefe five and forty ycars
and more? If any man fhall objeét, that if the like intermiffion had been ufed i
civil caufes alfo, the error had not been great: Surely the wifdom of the Kking-
dom hath becn otherwife in cxperience for three hundred years {pace at the
leaft. But if it be faid to me, that there is a difference between civil caufes and
ecclefiaftical, they may as well tell me that churches and chapels necd no repa-
rations, though caftles and houfes do: whereas commonly, to fpeak truth,
dilgpidations of the inward and fpiritual edifications of the church of God are
in all times as great as the outward and material. Sure I am that the very word
and {tyle of reformation ufed by our Saviour, ad mitio non fuit fic, was applicd to
church matters, and thofc of the higheft nature, concerning the law moral.

Neverthclefs, he were both unthankful and unwife, that would deny but that

tihc church of England, during the time of Queen Elizabeth, of famous nu;"xnml':}".i
7 ]
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did flourifh. If I thould compare it with foreign churches, I would rather the
comparifon thould be i1_1 the virtues, Fhan, as _fome make it, in the defe@s; rather,
1 fay, as between t!;le vine and th_e olive, x_:vhlch thould be moft fruitful ; and not
.5 between the briar and the thiftle, which fhogld be moft unprofitable. For
that reverence thould be ufed to tfhe ch_urc‘h, which the good fons of Noah ufed
to their father’s nakednefs ; ’t.:hat is, as it were to go ‘backwards, and to help the
defects thereof, and yet to dlﬁ'erpb!e them. Anditis to be acknowledged, that
{carcely any church, fince the primitive church, yielded, in like number of years
and latitude of country, a greater numl?el: of excellent preachers, famous writers,
and grave governors. But for the difcipline and orders of the church, as many,
.nd the chiéfeft of them, are holy and good; fo yet, if St. John were to endite
an epiﬂle to the church of England, as he did to them of Afia, it would fure
have the claufe; habeo adverfus te pauca.  And no more for this point, faving,
that as an appcndix thereto it is not amifs to touch that obje@ion, which is made
to the time, and not to the matter ; pretending, that if reformation were necef-
fary, yet it were not now {eafonable at your Majefty’s firft entrance: yet Hippo-
crates faith, 87 quid moves, a principzo move : and the wifdom of all examples
do fhew, that the wifeft princes, as they have ever been the moft fparing in
removing or alteration of {ervants and officers upon their coming in ; fo for re-
moving of abufes and enormuities, and for reforming of laws, and the policy of
their ftates, they have chiefly fought to ennoble and commend their beginnings
therewith ; knowing that the firft impreflion with people continueth long, and
when mens minds are moft in expetation and fufpence, then are they beft
wrought and managed. And therefore it {feemeth to me, that as the {pring of
nature (I mean the {pring of the year) is the beft time for purging and medicining
the natural body, fo the {pring of kingdoms s the moft proper fealon for the
purging and rectifying of politick bodies.

There remaineth yet an objection, rather of fufpicion than of reafon ; and yet
fuch as I think maketh a great impreflion in the minds of very wife and well-
afteted perfons; which is, that if way be given to mutation, though it be in
taking away abufes, yet it may fo acquaint men with {weetnefs of change, as it
will undermine the ftability even of that which is found and good. This furely
had been a good and true allegation in the ancient contentions and divifions be-
tween the people and the fenate of Rome; where thing$ were carried at the
appetites of multitudes, which can never kecp within the compafs of any
moderation : but thefe things being with us to have an orderly paffage, under a
king who hath a royal power and approved judgment, and knoweth as well the
meafure of things as the nature of them ; it is furely a needlefs fear. For they
need not doubt but your Majefty, with the advice of your council, will difcern
what things are intermingled like the tares amongft the wheat, which have
their roots {o enwrapped and entangled, as the one cannot be 1;:ulled up without
endangering the other ; and what arc mingled but as the chaff and the corn,
which need but a fan to fift and fever them. So much therefore for the firft
point, of no reformation to be admitted at all.

For the fecond point, that there thould be but one form of difcipline in all
churches, and that impofed by neceflity of a commandment and prefcript
out of the word of God ; it is a matter volumes have been compiled of, and
therefore cannot receive a brief redargution. I for my part do confefs, that
in revolving the Scriptures I could never find any fuch thing : but that God
had left the “like liberty to the church government, as he had done to the civil
government ; to be varied according to time, and place, and accidents, which
neverthelefs his high and divine providence doth order anc difpofe. For all civil
governments are reftrained from God unto the general grounds of juftice and
manners ; but the policies and forms of them are left free : {o that monarchies
and kingdoms, fenates and feignorics, popular flates, and communalties, are law-
ful, and where they are planted ought to be maintained inviolate,

50 likewife in church matters, the fubftance of doétrine 1s immutable ; and
fo are the general rules of government: but for rites and ceremonies, and for
the particular hicrarchies, policies, and difciplines of churches, they be left at

Vor. 1II. ¢ G Large.
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large. And therefore it i1s good we return unto the ancient bounds of unity jjy
the church of God ; which was, one faith, one bapti{m ; and not, one hierarchy
one difcipline : and that we obferve the league of- Chriftians, as it 1S penned b);-
our Saviour; which is in fubftance of dotrine this: He that is not with us, g
agatnff us: but in things indifferent, and but of circumftance, this; He thay ;,
not againf? us, is with us. In thefe things, {oas the general rules be obferved,
that Chrift’s flock be fed; that there be a fucceffion in bifhops and minifters,
which are the prophets of the New Teftament; that there be a due and reye.
rent ufe of the power of the keys; that thofe that preach the gofpel, live of
the gofpel ; that all things tend to edification; thatall thlllgs be done in order’
and with decency, and the like : the reft is left to the holy wifdom and {pirityal
difcretion of the mafter builders, and inferior builders in Chrift’s churchy g j¢
is excellently alluded by that father that noted, that Chrift’s garment was with-
out feam; and yet the church’s garment was of divers colours: and there-

upon fetteth down for a rule 5 7z weffe varietas fit, fciffura non fit.
In which variety, neverthelefs, it is a fafe and wife courfe to follow goog

examples and precedents; but then by the rule of irn_itati_on and example tq
confider not only which arc beft, but which are the likelieft; as namely, the
government of the church in the pureft times of the firft good emperors thyt
embraced the faith. For the times of perfecution, before temporal princes
received our faith, as they were excellent times for doctrine and manners, fy
they be improper and unlike examples of outward government and policy.
And fo much for this point: now to the particular points of controverfies, or

rather of reformation.

Circumftances in the government of Bifhops.

IRST therefore, for the government of bithops, I for my part, not pre-
judging the precedents of other reformed churches, do hold it warranted

by the word of God, 'and by the prattice of the ancient church in the better
times, and much more convenient for kingdoms, than parity of minifters and
government by {ynods. But then farther, it i1s to be confidered, that the church
1s not now to plant or build; but only to be pruned from corruption, and to

be repaired and reftored in fome decays.
For it is worth the noting, that the Scripture faith, Tranflato faccrdotis,

neceffe off ut et legis fiat tranflatio. It is not poflible, in refpet of the greatand

near {ympathy between the ftate civil, and the ftate ecclefiaftical, to make fo

main an alteration in the church, but it would have a perilous operation upon
the kingdoms; and therefore it is fit that controverfy be in peace and filence.

But there be two circumiftances in the adminiftration of bifhops, wherein,

I confefs, 1 could never be fatisfied; the one, the fole exercife of their authos
rity; the other, the deputation of their authority.

For the firft, the bifhop giveth orders alone, excommunicateth alone, judg-

eth alone. This feemcth to be a thing almoft without example in good
government, and thercfore not unlikely to have crept in in the degencrate and
corrupt times,  We fee the greateft kings and monarchs have their councils.
There is no temporal court in England of the higher fort where the authority
doth reft in one perfon. The king’s bench, common-pleas, and the exchequer,
arc benches of a certain number of judges. The chancellor of England hath
an affiftance of twelve mafters of the chancery. The mafter of the wards
hath a council of the court: fo hath the chanccllor of the dutchy. In the ex-
chequer chamber, the lord treafurer is joined with the chancellor and the
barons.  The mafters of the requefts are ever more than one,  The juflices of

:1f'ﬁzc are two. The lord {wrcﬁdcnts m the North and in Wales have coun-
cils of dlvgrs. The ftar-chamber is an aflembly of the king’s privy COUHF”:
afperfed with the lords fpiritual and temporal : fo as in courts the prin-

cipal perfon hath ever cither collegues or afieflors.

The like is to be found in other well-governed common-wealths abroad,

where the jurifdiction is yet more difperfed ; as in the court of parliament of

I?l'lllICﬂa
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France, and in other places. No man will deny but the ads that pafs the
bithop's jurifdiction are of as great importance-as t_hofe that pafs the civil courts :
for mens fouls are more precious _than t_h‘elr bodies or goods; an_d {o are their
good names. ‘B!Ihops .hav§ their 1nﬁrm1tles,. and have no exception from that
general malediction which 1s pronounced againft all men living, Pze fo/i, nam
Ji occideret, efc. Nay, we fee that the firft warrant in fpiritual caufes is di-
rected to a number, Dic ecclefiae 5 which is not {o in temporal matters: and we
fcc that in general caufes of church government, there are as well affemblies
of all the clergy in councils, as of all the ftates in parliament. Whence thould
this fole exercife of jurifdiction come ! Surely I'do fuppofe, and, I think, upon
aood ground, that ab initio non fuit ita ; and that the deans and chapters were
gouncils about the fees and chairs of bifhops at the firft, and were unto them
2 prefbytery or confiftory ; and intermeddled not only in the difpofing of their
revenues and endowments ; but much more in jurifdiGtion ecclefiaftical. But
it 1s probable, that the deans and chapters ftuck clofe to the bithops in matters
of profit and the world, and would not lofe their hold; but in matters of Juri{-
diction (which they accounted but trouble and attendance) they fuffered the
bithops to encroach and ufurp; and fo the one continucth, and the other is loft.
And we fee that the bithop of Rome (fas enim et ab hoffe doceri, and no
queftion In that church the firft inflitutions were excellent) performeth all
ecclefaftical jurifdiction as in confiftory.

And whereof confifteth this confiftory, but of the parifth-pricfts of Rome,
which term themfelves cardinals, ¢ cardinibus mund: ; becaufe the bifthop pre-
tendeth to be umiverfal over the whole world ¢ And hereof again we fee many
fhadows yet remaining : as, that the dean and chapter, pro forma, chufeth the
bithop, which 1s the higheft point of jurifdiction : and that the bifhop, when he
giveth orders, if there be any miniftcrs cafually prefent, calleth them to join with
him in impofition of hands, and fome other particulars. And therefore it
feemeth to me a thing reafonable and religious, and according to the firft infti-
tution, that bifhops, in the greateft caufes, and thofe which require a {piritual
difcerning, namely, in ordaining, fufpending, or depriving minifters, in excom-
munication (being reftored to the true and proper ufe, as fhall be afterwards
touched) in fentencing the validity of marriages and legitimations, in judging
caufes criminous, as fimony, inceft, blafphemy, and the like, fhould not proceed
iole and unaffifted : which point (as I underftand it) is a reformation that may be
planted fine [firepitu, without any perturbation at all: and is a matter which
will give ftrength to the bifhops, countenance to the inferior degrees of prelates
or minifters, and the better iffue or proceeding to thofe caufes that fhall pafs.

And as I wifh this ftrength given to the bifhops by council, fo it is not un-
worthy your Majefty’s confideration, whether you fhall not think fit to give
ftrength to the general council of your clergy (the convocation-houfe) which
was then reftrained when the ftate of the clergy was thought a fufpected part
to the kingdom, in regard of their late homage to the bithop of Rome; which
ltate now will give placc to none in their loyalty and devotion to your Majefty.

For the fecond point, which is the deputation of their authority, I fee
no perfect and fure ground for that neither, being fomewhat different from
t!lc examples and rules of government. The bifhop cxercifeth his jurifdic-
tion by his chancellor and commiffary official, czc. We fce in all laws in the
world, offices of confidence and fkill cannot be put over, nor exercifed by deputy,
except it be cipecially contained in the original grant; and in that cafc it is
dutiful.  And for expericnce, there was never any chancellor of England
n]ade a dcputy ; there was never any judge in any court made a deputy.  The
blﬂlop IS a judge and of a high nature; whence cometh it that he fhould de-
pute, confidering that all truft and confidence, as? was faid, is perfonal and
Inherent ; and cannot, nor ought not to be tranfpofed ? Surcly 1n this, again,
ab initio non fuit fic : but it is probable that bithops when they gave themfclves
0o much to the glory of the world, and became grandees in kingdoms, and
sreat counfetlors to princes, then did they delegate their proper jurifdiétions, as
things of too inferior a nature for their greatnefs @ and then, after the ﬁmilli-

’ fudlc
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tude and imitation of ‘kings and counts palatine, they would have their chancel.
lors and judges. _ - |
But that example of kings and potentates giveth no good defence. For the
reafons why kings adminifter by their judges, although themfelves are fupreme
judges, are two: the one, becaufe the ofhices of kings are for the moft
part of inheritance ; and it is a rule in all 'laws, that offices of inheritance are
rather matters that ground in intereft than 1n confidence: for as much as they
may fall upon women, upon infants,- upon lunaticks and1deots, perfons incs-
pable to execute judicature in perfon; and therefore fuch offites by all laws
might ever be exercifed and admipiftred by delegation. 'The fecond reafon i,
" becaufe of the amplitude of their jurifd1&_10ns ; which 1s as great as either thejy
birth-right from their " anceftors, or their {word-right from God maketh i
And therefore, if Mofes, that was governor over no great people, and thofe
colle@ted together in a camp, and not {cattered in provinces and cities, himfelf
of an extraordinary fpirit, was neverthele(s not able to futhice and hold out iy
perfon to judge the people, butdid, by the advice of Jethro approved from Gog,
{ubftitute elders and judges ; how much more other kingsand princes?
There is a third reafon likewife, though not much to the prefent purpofe;
and that is, that kings, either in refpet of the commonwealth, or of | the
greatnefs Qf their own patrimonies, are ufually parties in {uits ; and then thei;
judges ftand indifferent between them and the fubject : but in the cafe of bi-
{hops, none of thefe reafons hold. For, firft, their office 1s elective, and for life,
and not patrimonial or hereditary ; an office merely of confidence, fcience,
and -qualification. And for the fecond reafon, it is true, that their jurifdiGion
is ample and {pacious; and that.their time 1s to be divided between the labours
as well in the word and doétrine, as in governmént and jurifdiCtion: but yet
I do not fee (fuppofing the bifhops courts to be ufed incorruptly, and withou
any indirect courfe held to multiply caufes for gain of fees) but that the bifhop
might very well, for caufes of moment, fupply his judicial funétion in his own
perfon. For we fee before our eyes, that one chancellor of England difpatcheth
the f{uits in equity of the whole kingdom; which 1s not {fo much by reafon of
the e¢xcellency of that rare honourable perfon which now holdeth the place:
but it was ever fo, though more or lefs burdenous to the fuitor, as the chancel-
lor was more or lefs able to give difpatch. And if hold be taken of that which
was faid before, that the bifhop’s labour in the word muft take up a principal
part of his time ; fo I may fay again, that magters of {tate have ever taken up moft
of the chancellor’s time ; having been for the moft part perfons upon whom
the kings of this realm have moft relied for matters of counfel. And therefore
there is no doubt but the bifhop, whafe circuit is lefs ample, and the caufesin
nature not fo multiplying, with the help of references and certificates to and
from fit perfons, for the better ripening of caufes in their mean proceedings,
and fuch ordinary helps incident to jurifdition, may very well {uffice his
office. But yet there is another help : for the caufes that come before him are
thefe: tythes, legacies, adminiftrations, and other teftamentary caufcs ; caufes
matrimonial ;accufations againft minifters, tending to their fufpenfion, deprivation,
or degrading; fimony, incontinency, herefy, blafphemy, breach of the fabbath,
and other like caufes of {candal. The firft two of thefe, in my opinion, dif-
fer from the reft; that is, tythes and teftaments: for thofe be matters of profit,
and in their nature temporal ; though, by a favour and connivance of the tem-
poral jurifdiGtion, they have been allowed and permitted to the courts ecclefi-
aftical : the one, to the end the clergy might fue for that that was their fuflen-
tation . before their own judges; and the other, in a kind of piety and religion,
which was thought incident to the performance of dead mens wills. And
ﬁ}rcly for thefe two the biﬂml]), In my opinion, may with lefs danger difchargce
himfelf upon his ordinary juc ges.  And I think likewife it will fall out, that
thofe {uits arc in the greateft number, But for the reft, which require a (pir1-
tual {cicnce and difcretion, in refpect of their nature, or of the {candal; it weie
reafon, in my of?_inion, there were no audience given but by the bifhop himielf;

he being alfo affifted, as was touched before: but it were neceflary alfo he wcrlcj:
2 attende
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sttended by his chanc?llor, or fome others his officers being learned in the civil
Jqws, for his better inftruction in points of formality, ar the courfes of the
court : which if it were done, then were there lefs ufe of the official’s court,
whereof there is now fo much complaint: and caufes of the nature aforefaid
being only drawn to the audience of the bithop, it would reprefs frivolous and

rowling fuits, and give a grave and Incorrupt proceedin g to {fuch caufes as fhall
ge fit for the court, -

There is a third point alfo, ‘not of jurifdi®ion, but of form of proceeding,
which may deferve reformation, tl;le rather, becaufe it is contrary to the laws and
cuftoms of this land and ftate, which thou gh they do not rule thofe proceedings,
yet may they be advifed with for better dire@ions ; and that i the oath ex of-

ci0; whereby men are enforced to accufe themfelves, and, that thatis more, are
fworn unto blanks, and not unto accufations and charges declared. By the law
of England no man is bound to accufe himfelf, Inthe higheft cafes of treafon,
torture is ufed for difcoveryy and not for evidence. In capital matters, no de-

linquent’s anfwer upon oath is required ; no, not permitted. In criminal mat-=
ters not capital, handled in the ftar-chamber, and in caufes of confcience hand-
led in the chancery, for the moft part grounded upon truft

oath of the party is required. But how? Where there 1s an
accufer, which we call bills of complaint ( '

vary, and out of the compafs of the which the defendant may not be examined)
exhibited unto the court, and by procefs notified unto the defendant. But to ex-
amine a man upon oath, out of the infinuation of fame, or out of accufations
fecret and undeclared, though it have fome countenance from the civil law;

yet it is fo oppolite ex diametro to the fenfe and courfe of the common law, as
it may well receive fome limitation.

3

 Concerning the Liturgy, the Ceremonies? and Slefcription.

OR the liturgy, great refpe¢t and heed would be taken, left by inveigh-

ing againit the dumb miniftry, due reverence be not withdrawn from the
iturgy.  For though the gift of preaching be far above that of reading ; yet
the action of the liturgy is as high and holy as that of the fermon. It 1s faid,
Domus mea domus orationis vocabitur: the. poufe of prayer; not the houfe of
preaching : and whereas the apoftle faith, How Shall men call upon bim, on whom
they have not belicved? And how fhall they believe unlefs they bear 2 And how
Joall they hear, awithout a preacher? it appeareth that as preaching is the
more original, f{o prayer is the more final; as the difference is between the
feed and the fruit: for the keeping of God’s law, is the fruit of the teaching
of the law 3 and prayer, or invocation, or divine fervice, or liturgy (for thefe be
but varicties of terms) is the immediate hallowing of the name of God, and
the principal work of the firft table, and of the great commandment of the love

of God. It is true that the preaching of the holy word of God is the fowing

of the feed ; it is the lifting up of the brazen {erpent, the miniftry of faith,

and the ordinary means of falvation; but yet it 1s good to take example, how
that the beft a&ions of the worfhip of God may be extolled exceflively and
fuperflitionfly,  As the extolling of the facrament bred the {uperftition of the
mafs ; the extolling of the liturgy and prayers bred the fuperftition of the
monaftical orders and oraifons: and fo no doubt preaching likewife may be
magnified and extolled {uperftitioufly, as if all the whole body of God’s wor-
fhip fhould be turned into an car. So as nonce (as I fuppofe) of found judg-
ment will dcrogatc from the liturgy, if the form thereof be in all parts.agree-
able to the word of God, the example of the primitive church, and that holy
dcccncy which St. Paul commendeth. And therefore, firft, that there be a
et form of prayer, and that it be not left either to an cxtemporal form, or
to an arbitmry form. Sccondly, that it confift as well of lauds, hymns, and
tlmnkfgivings, as of petitions, prayers, and fupplications. Thirdly, that the
form thereof be quickned with fome fhortnefs and diverfitics of pravors
Vou, I1. ¢ H and
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and hymns, and with fome interchanges of the voice of the people, as weldl
as of the minifter. Fourthly, that it admit fome diftin¢tions of times, and cop,-
memorations of God’s principal beriefits, as well general as particular, | Fifthly
likewife be appropriated to feveral neceflities and occafions of ()i,
church. ~ Sixthly, that there be a form likewife of words and liturgy in ),
adminiftration of the facraments, and in the denouncing of the cenfures of ¢},
church, and other holy altions and folemnities ¢ thefe thing$, I think, will

be much controverted: |
But for the particular exceptions to the litutgy in form as it now ftandeth, |
¢hink divers of them allowing they were jut, yet feem they not to be weighty,
otherwife than that nothing ought to be counted light in matters of religion and
piety: as the heathen himfelf could fay, etiam vultu facpe laeditur pietas. That
the word (prieft) thould not be continued, efpecm;lly_wrth offence, the word
(minifter) being already made familiar. This may be faid that #tisa good rule in
tranflation, neverto confound that inone word intheé tranflation, which is precife-
ly diftinguifhed 1n two words in the original, for doubt of equivocation and tra-
ueinig. And therefore feeing the word arpec€iTeess and iepevs be always diftin-
guithed in the original ; and the one ufed for a facrificer, the other for a mi-
nifter ; the word (prieft) being made common to both (what{oever the derivation
be) yet in ufe 't confoundeth the minifter with the {acrificer. And for an ex-
ample of this kind, Idid ever allow the difcretion and tendernefs of the Rhe-
mlg‘x tranflation in this point; that finding in the original the word a2y« and
never Yoms, do ever tranilate charity, and never love, becaufe of the indifferency
and equivocation of the word with impure love.
Touching the abfolution ; it 15 not unworthy confideration, whether it may

not be thought improper and unneceffary: for there are but two forts of abfo-
ligation precedent: the one upon an excom-

lution ; both fuppofing an oblig
t] h is religious and primitive ; the other upon confefiion and

munication, whic

penance, which # fuperftitious, or at leaft pofitive; and both particular,
neither general. Therefore fince the one is taken away, and the other hath
its proper cafe, what doth a general abfolution, wherein there 1s neither pe-
nance nor excommunication precedent ? for the church never loofeth, but
where the church hath bound.  And furely I may think this at the firft was

allowed in a kind of fpiritual di{cretion, becaufe the church thought the people

could not.be fuddenly weaned fromy their coneeit of aflfoyling, to which they

had been fo long accuftomed.
For confirmation, to my underftanding, the flate of the queftion is, whether

s be not a matter miftaken and altered by time ; and whether that be not now
made a {ubfequent to bapti{m, which was indeed an inducement to the com-
munion. Forwhereas in the primitive church children were examincd of their
faith before they were adnitted to the communion, time may feem to have
eurned it to refer as if it had been to receive a confirmation of their baptiim.
For private baptifm by women, or lay- erfons, the beft divines do utterly
condemn it; and I hear it not generally defPended-; and I have often marvei-
led, that where the book in the preface to publick baptifm doth acknowledge
that baptifm in the practice of the primitive church was anniverfary, and but
at certain times; which fheweth that the primitive church did not attribute fo
much to the ceremony, as they would break an outward and general order
for it; the book fhould afterwards allow of private baptifm, as if the ccremory
were of that neceflity, as the very inftitution, which committed baprifm only to
the minifters, fhould be broken in regard of the {uppofed neccility. And
therefore this point of all others I think was but a Conceffum propter dri Tt
cordss. |
For the form of celebrating matrimony, the ring feemcth to many cven nf
vulgar fenfe and underftanding, a ceremony not gravc, efpecially to be made
(as the words make it) the effential part of the action ; befides, fome other of the
words are noted in f{peech to be not {o decent and fit, |
For mufick in churches; that therg thould be finging of pfalms and {put-

tual fongs, is not denied : {o the queftion is de mode whercin if a man will ook
| | atich-
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attentively into the order and obfervation of it, it is eafy to difcern between
the wifdom of the inftitution, and the excefs of the late times. For firft there
are no fongs or verfes fung by the quire, which are not {fuppofed by con-
tinual ufe to be fo familiar with the people, as they have them without book;
whereby the found hurteth not the underftanding and thofe which cannot read
upon the book, are yet partakers of the fenfe, dnd may follow it with their
mind. So again, after the reading of the word, it was thought fit there thould
be fTome paufe for holy meditation, before they proceeded to the reft of the fer-
vice: which paufe was thought fit to be filled rather with fome grave found,
than with a {till filence 5 which was the reafon of the playing upon the organs
after the Scriptures read; all which was decent and tendin g to edification. But
then the curiofity of divifion and reports, and other figures of mufick; have no
affinity with the redfonable fervice of God; but were added in the more pom-
pous titnes. o |

For the cap and f{urplice, fince they be things in their nature indifferent,
and yet by fome held fuperftitious ; and that the queftion is between fcience
and confcience, 1t feemeth to fall within the compafs of the apoftle’s rule;
which is, that the flronger do defiend and yield to the weaker. Only the dif-
ference is, that it will be materially faid, that the rule holdeth between private
man, and private man; but not between the confcience of a private man, and
the order of a chutch. But yet fince the queftion at this time is of a to-
Jeration; not by connivance, which may encourage difobedience, but by law,
which may give a liberty; it is good again to be advifed whether it fall not
within the equity of the former rule: the rather; becaufe thefilencing of miniflers
by this occafion, is, in this {carcity of good preachers, a punifhment that
lighteth upon the people as well as upon the party. And for the fubfeription;
it feemeth to me in the nature of a confeflion, and therefore more proper to
bind in the unffy of.faith, and to be urged rather for articles of do¢trine, than
for rites and ceremonies, and points of outward government. For howfoever
politick confiderations and reafons of ftate may require uniformity, yet chriftian

~and divine grounds look chiefly upon unity.
Touchirg a Preaching Miniftry.
T O fpeak of alearned miniftry: itis true that the worthinefs of the pafjcoré

and minifters is of all other points of religion the moft fummary; 1 do
not fay the greateft, but the mdft effectual towards the reft : but herein, to my
underftanding, while mén go on in zeal to haften this work, they are not
aware of as great or greater incoriveniénce, thdn that which they feck to re-
move. For while they inveigh againft 4 duthib miniftry, they make too eafy
and too promifcuous an allowance of fuch as they account preachers ; having
not refpect enough to their learnings in other arts, which arc handmdids tg dis
vinity ; not refpect enough to years, except it be in cafe of extraordinary gift;
not refpect enotigh to the gift itfelf, which many times is none 4t all. For God
forbid, that every man that can take unto himfclf boldnefs to fpeak an hour toge-
ther in a church upon a text, thould be admitted for a preacher, though he mean
never fo well. 1 krow there is a great latitude in gifts, and a great variety in
auditorics dnd congregatiotts ; but yet fo as there is aligusd infimum, below
which you ought not todefcend. For yoti miuft rather leave the ark to fhake
as it fhall pleafe God, than put unworthy hands to hold it up. And when we
arein God's temple, we dre warned rather to put our hands upon our mouth,
than to offer the fucrifice of fools. And furely it may be juftly thought, that a-
mong(t many caufes of atheifm, which are miferably met in our age; as fchifms
and controverfics, profane fcoffings in holy matters, ahd others; it is not the
leaft that divers do adventure to ﬁandle the word of God, which are unfit and
unworthy. And herein I would have no. man miftake me, as if I did extol
curious and affc@ed preaching; which is as much on the other fide to be dif-
liked, and brecdeth atheifm and fcandal as well as the other (for who would

not be offended at one that cometh into the pulpit, as }f he came upon the flage

3 to
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to play parts or prizes ?) neither on the other fide, as if I would difcourage an}
who hath any. tolerable gift. T _

But upon this point I ground three confiderations : Firft, whether it were
not requifite to renew that good exercife which ~was practifed in this church,
fonie years, and afterwards put down by order indeed from the church, in re.
gard of fome abufe thereof, inconvenient for thofe times; and yet againft the
advice and opinion of one of the greateft and graveft prelates of this land, apg
was commonly called prophefying ; which was tl}is : That the minifters withiy
a precin did meet upon a week-day in fome principal town, where there wag
fome ancient grave minifter, that was prefident, and an ‘aud1tory admitted of
gentlemen, or other perfons of leifure. Then every minifter fucceffively, be-
ginning with the youngeft, did handle one and the fame part of Scripture, {pend-
ing feverally fome quarter of an hour or better, and in the whole fome twq
hours: and fo the exercife being begun and concluded with prayer, and the
prefident giving a text for the next meeting, the aflembly was diflolved. Apg
this was, as I take it, afortnight’s exercife; which, in my opinion, was the
beft way to frame and train up preachers to handle the word of God as it
ought to be handled, that hath been pratifed. For we f{ce orators have theiy
declamations, lawyers have their moots, logicians their fophifms; and every
practice of {cience hath an exercife of erudition -and 1nitiation before mep
come to the life; only preaching, which is the worthieft, and wherein it i
moft danger to de amifs, wanteth an introduction, and 1s ventured and ruthed
upon at the firft. But unto this exercife of the prophecy, 1 would with thefe
two additions : the one, that after this exercife, which 1s in fome fort public,
there were immediately a private meeting of the fame minifters, where they
might brotherly admonifh the one the other, and efpecially the elder fort the
younger, of any thing that had pafled in the exercife in matter or manner un-
found and uncomely ; and in a. word, might mutually ufeduch Yidvice, inftruc-
tion, comfort, or encouragement, as occaflon might minifter; for publick
reprehenfion were to be debarred. The other addition, that I mean, is that the
fame exercife were ufed in the univerfities for young divines before they pre-
fumed to preach, as well as in the country for minifters. For they have in
fome colleges an exercife called.a common place; which canin no degree be
fo profitable, being but the {fpeech of one man at one time. And if it be feared,
that it may be occafion to whet mens {pceches for controverfies, it is eafily
remedied, by fome {tri¢t prohibition, that matters of controverfy teading any
way to the violating or difquieting the peace of the church, be not handled
or entered into; which prohibition, in regard there is ever to be a grave per-
fon prefident or moderator, cannot be fruftrated. The fecond confideration
is, whether it were not convenient there fhould be a more exa& probation and
examination of minifters: namely, that the bithops do not ordain alone, but by
advice ; and then that ancient holy order of the church might be revived ; by the
which the bithop did ordain minifters but at four fet times of the year; which
were called Quatuor tempora ; which are now called Ember-weeks : it being
thought fit to accompany {o high an a&ion with general fafting and prayer, and
{ermons, and all holy exercifes ; and the names likewife of thofe that were to be
ordained, were publifhed fome days before their ordination ; to the end, excep-
tions might be taken, if juft caufe were. The third confideration is, that if
the cafe of the church of England be,. that were a computation taken of ali the
parochian churches (allowing the union of fuch as were too fmall and adjacent)
and again a computation to be taken of the perfons who were worthy to be paf-
tors ; and upon the faid account if it fall out that therc arc many moere
churches than paftors, then of neceffity recourfe muft be had to onc of thefe
remedies ; cither that pluralitics muft be allowed (cfpecially if you can by
permutation make the bencfices more compatible ;) or that there be allowed
preachers to have a morc general charge, to fupply and ferve by turn parifhes
unfurnithed: for that fome churches fhould be provided of paftors able to
teach, and others wholly deftitute, feemeth to me to be againft the communion

of faints and chriftians, and againt the praétice of the primitive church.
8 'Vonchine
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Touching the abufe of Excommunication.

X communication is the greateft judgment upon earth ; being that whichi is
E ratified in heaven; and being a precurfory or prelufory judgment of the
great judgment of Chrift in the end of the world. And therefore for this to be
ufed irreverently, and to be made an ordinary procefs, to lackey up and down
for fees; how can it be without derogation to God’s honour, and making the

ower of the keys contemptible ? I know very well the defence thereof, which
hath no great force; that it iffueth forth not for the thing itfelf, but for the
contumacy. 1 do not deny, but this judgment 1s, as I faid before, of the nature
of God’s judgments ; of the which it is a model. For as the judgment of God
rketh hold of the leaft fin of the impenitent, and taketh no hold of the greateft
fin of the convert or penitent; {o excommunication may in cafe iffue upon the
fmalleft offence, and in cafe not iffue upon the greateft : but is this contumacy
fuch a confumacy as excommunication 1s now ufed for? For the contumacy
muft be fuch as the party (as far as the eye and wifdom of the church can
difcern) ftandeth in ftate of reprobation and damnation: as one that for that
time feemeth given over to final impenitency. Upon this obfervation I ground
two confiderations: the one, that this cenfure be reftored to the true dignity and
ufe thereof ; which is, that it proceed not but in caufes of great weight; and
that it be decreed not by any deputy or {ubftitute of the bifhop, but by the bifthop
in perfon; and not by him alone, but by the bithop afiifted.

The othet confideration is, that in lieu thercof, there be given to the eccle-
fiaftical court fome ordinary procefs with fuch force and coertion as appertaineth;
that fo the dignity of fo high a fentence being retained, and the neceffity of
mean procefs fupplied, the church may be indeed reftored to the ancient vigour
and fplendour. T'o this purpofe, joined with fome other holy and good purpofes,
was there a bill drawn in parliament, in the three and twentieth year of the
reign of the queen deceafed ; which was the graveft parliament that I have
known ; and the bill recommended by the graveft counfellor of eftate in parlia-
ment; though afterwards it was ftayed by the queen’s {pecial commandment,

the nature of thofe times confidered.

Touching Non-Refidents, and Plurddities.

OR non-refidence, except it be in cafe of neceflary abfence, it feemeth an

abufe drawn out of covetoufhefs and floth: for that men fhould live cf the
flock that they do not feed, or of the altar at which they do not ferve, 1s a
thing that can hardly receive juft defence; and to exercife the office of a paftor,
in matter of the word and doérine, by deputies, is a thing not warranted, as
hath been touched before. The queftions upon this point do drife upon the
cafcs of exception and excufation, which fhall be thought reafonable and {uffi
cient, and which not. For the cafe of chaplains, let me {peak that with your
Majefty's pardon, and with reverence towards the other peers and grave perfons,
whofe chaplains by ftatiites are privileged : I fhould think, that the attendance
which chaplains give to your Majefty’s court, and 1n the houfes and families of
their lords, were a jufter reafon why they fhould have no benefice, than why
they fhould be qualified to have two: for, as it ftandeth with chriftian policy,
that fuch attendance be in no wife negleéted ; becaufe that good, which enfueth
thercof to the church of God, may exceed, or countervail that which may
follow of their labours in any, though never fo large a congregation ; fo it were
rcafonable that their maintenance thould honourably and liberally proceed thence,
Where their labours be employed. Neither arc there wanting in the church
dignities -and preferments not joined with any exact cure of fouls; by which,
and by the hope of which, fuch attendants in ordinary (who ought to be, as for
the moft part they are, of the beft gifts and fort) may be farther encouraged

and rewarded.  And as for extraordinay attendants, they may very well retain
Vor, 1I. g 1 the
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the grace and countenance of their places and dut_ies at times incident thereunto
without difcontinuance or non-refidence in their paf"c-oral charges, Next fo;
the cafe of intending ftudies in the univerfities, it will more eafily receive 5y
anfwer ; for ftudies do but ferve and tend to the prachice of thofe ftudies: 4pq
therefore for that which is moft principal and ﬁqal to be left undone, for the
attending of that which is {ubfervient and fubminiftrant, feemet}} to be againg
proportion of realon. Neither do' I fee, ‘but t'hat they proceed right well ip, 4))
knowledge, which do couple ftudy with their practife ; and do not firft ftudy
altogether, and then practife altogether ; and therefbl: e they may very well ftudy
at their benefices. 'Thirdly, for the cafe of extraordinary {ervice of the church, :
as if fome paftor be fent to a general council, or here to a convocation ; ang
likewife for the cafe of neceffity, as in the particular of infirmity of body, and
the like, no man will contradi@, but that there may be fome fubftitution for fych
atime. But the general cafe of neceflity is the cafe of pluralities ; the want of
paftors and infufficiency of livings confidered, pofito, that'a man doth faithfully
and inceffantly divide his labours between two cures; which kind of neceflity T

¢ome now to fpeak of in the handling of pluralities.
For pluralities, in cafe the number of able minifters were fufficient, and the

value of benefices were {ufficient, then pluralities were in no {ort tolerable, By
we muft take heed, we defire not contraries. For to defire that every parifh
thould be furnithed with a fufficient preacher, and to defire that pluralities pe
forthwith taken away, is to defire things contrary ; conifidering, de faito, there
are not fufficient preachers for every parifh: whereto add likewife, that there
is not fufficient living and maintenance in many parifhes, to maintain a preacher,
and it maketh the impoflibility yet much the greater. 'Fhe remedies in reryp
natura are but three ; union, permutation, and {fupply. Union of {uch benefices
as have the living too {mall, and the parxh not too great, and are adjacent,
Permutation, to make benefices more compatible, though men be over-ruled
to fome lofs in changing a better for a nearer. Supply, by ftipendiary preachers,
to be rewarded with fome liberal ftipends, to fupply, as they may, fuch places

which are unfurnifhed of fufficient paftors: as Queen Elizabeth, amongft other
her gracious ats, did ere¢t certain of them in Lancafhire; towards which

enfions, I fee no reafon but reading minifters, if they have rich benefices,

fhould be charged.

Touching the Provifion for {ufficienit Maintenance in the Church.

/ l YOuching church-maintenance, it 1s well to be weighed what is jure divin,
- and what jure pofitive, It 1s a conftitution of the divine law, from which

human laws cannot derogate, that thofe which feed the flock, thould live of
the flock ; that thofe that ferve at the altar, fhould live of the altar; that thofe
which difpenfe fpiritual things, fhould reap temporal things; of which it is alfo
an appendix, that the proportion of this maintenance be not {mall or neceflitous,
but plentiful and liberal. ~ So then, that all the places and offices of the church
be provided of fuch a dotatien, that they may be maintained, according to their
feveral degrees, is a conftitution permanent and perpetual : but for particularity
of the endowment, whether it fhould confift of tithes, or lands, or penfions,
or mixt, might make a queftion of convenience, but ne queftion of precife
ncceflity.  Again, that the cafe of the church de faéfo is fuch, that therc is

want in the church of patrimony, 1s confefled. For the principal places, name-
ly, the bithops livings, are in fome particulars not fufficient; and therefore

enforced to be fupplied by toleration of Commendams, things of themfelves unfi,

and ever held of no good report.  And as for the benefices and paftors places,
it is manifeft that very many of them are very weak and penurious. On the
other fide, that there was a time when the church was rather burthened with
{uperfluity, than with lack, that is likewife apparent ; but it is long fince; fo as
the fault was in others, the want redoundeth unto us.  Again, that it were to

be wifhed that impropriations were returned to the church as the moft propei'
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nd natural endowments thereof, is a thing likewife whercin mens judgments
will not much vary. l\_Teverthelefs, th:at It 1s an impoflibility to proceed now,
either to their refumption or redemption, 1s as plain on the other fide. For
men are ftated in them by the higheft aflurance of the kingdom, which is, a&
of parliament; and the value of them amounteth much abdve ten fubfidies ; and
the reftitution muft of neceffity pafs their hands, in whofe hands they ate now
in Po{l’eﬁion or 1nt§:ref’c. | . | |

But of thefe things which are manifeftly true, to infer and ground fome
conclufions.  Firft, in mine own opinion and fenfe, I muft confefs (let me fpeak
st with reverence) that all the parliaments fince 277 and 31 of Henry VIII. (who
gave away impropriations from the church) feem to me to ftand in 4 fort ob-
noxious, and obliged to God 1n confcience to do fomewhat for the church, to
reduce the patrimony thereof to a competency. For fince they have debarred
Chrift’s wife of a great part of her dowry, it were reafon they made her a
competent jointure. Next to {ay, that impropriations fhould be only charged,
that carrieth neither pofiibility nor reafon. Not poffibility, for the reafons
touched before: not reafon, becaufe if it be conceived, that if any other perfon
be charged, it fhould be a re-charge, or double-charge, inafmuch as he payeth
tythes already, that is a thing miftaken. For it muft be remembred, that as
the realm gave tythes to the church, fo therealm fince again hath given tythes
away from the church unto the King, as they miay give their eighth theaf or
pinth theaf. And therefore the firft gift being evacuated, it cannot go in defea-
{ance or dilcharge of that perpctual bond, wherewith men are bound to main-
tain God’s minifters. And {o we fee in example, that divers godly and well
difpofed perfons, not impropriators, are content to encreafe their preachers
livings ; which, though in law it be but a benevolence, yet before God it is 4
confcience. Farther, that impropriation fhould not be fomewhat more deeply
charged than other revenues of like value, methinks, cannot well be denied,
both in regard of the ancient claim of the church, and the intention of the firft
giver: and again, becaufe they have pafled 1n valuation between man and man
fomewhat at the lefs rate, in regard of the faid pretence or claim of the church
in confcience before God. But of this point, touching church-maintenance;
I do not think fit to enter into farther particularity, but referve the fame to

d ﬁttef time .

Tuus have I in all humblenefs and fincerity of heart, to the beft of my
underftanding, given your Majefty tribute of my cdres and cogitations in this
holy bufinefs, fo highly tending to God’s glory, your Majefty’s honour, and the
peace and welfare of your flates: infomuch as I am perfuaded that the papifts
themfelves fhould not nced fo much the feverity of penal laws, if the {word of
the Spirit were better edged, by ftrengthening the authority, and {upprefling the

abufes 1n the church.
To conclude, renewing my moft humble fubmiffion of all that I have faid to

your Majefty’s moft high wifdom; and again, moft humbly craving pardon for
any errors committed in this writing ; which the fame weaknefs of judgment
that fuffered me to commit them, would not {uffer me to difcover them, I end
with my devout and fervent prayer to God, that as he hath made your Majefty
the corner-ftone, in joining your two kingdoms, fo you may be alfo as a corner-
ftonc to unite and knit together thefe differences in the church of God; to
whofc heavenly grace and never-crring direGion, I commend your Majefty’s
facred perfon, and all your doings.
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