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SECTION 1V.

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

The excellency and fingular nature of
Chriftianity, a proof of its truth.

T was hinted, that the other eviden-
ces of our religion may be greatly
confirmed by the confideration of its

fingular nature, and by th.c peculiar
excellency of the knowledge we de-

rive from it. For, if it fhall be found
to have made its way in the world,

in oppofition to human power, and by
A 2 more
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more than human means; 1if 1ts ey-
cellency be fuch as to tranfcend the
beft efforts of human wifldom ; and if
in its purity and tendency it be altoge-
ther worthy of God; we muft, I think,
aflign 1t a divine original.

SomMr things pertaining to this par
of the f{ubject have been mentioned
already. But, in a difquifition of this
fort, in which the evidence hangs fo
clofcly together, that icarce any one
part of it can be treated feparate from
the reﬁ: a few repetitions will be par-
doned, becaufe it is not eafy to avoud
them. '

- N=zver was there on earth any other
perfon of fo extraordinary a character

4 s



is TRUE. 3

1s the Ifounder of our rehigion. In
him we uniformly fee a mildnefs, dig-
nity, and compofure, and a perfetion
of wifdom and of goodnefs, that plainly
point him out as a fuperior being. But
his fuperiority was all in his own divine
mind. He had none of thofe outward
advantages that have diftinguifhed all
other lawgivers. He had no influence
in the ftate; he had no wealth; he
amed at no- worldly power.  He was

. fon of a carpenter’s wife, and he
Was hlmfelf a carpenter. So poor were
his reputed parents, that at the time of
his birth his mother could obtain ne
better lodging than a ftable; and fo
poor was he himfelf, that he often had
no lodging at all. That he had no
advantages of cducatlon, we may infer

' A3 ~ from
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from the furprife expreffed by his neigh-
bours on hearing him fpeak in the fy-
nagogue : ¢ Whence hath this man
¢ thefe things? What wifdom 15 this
¢ which is given him ? Is not this the
< carpenter, the fon of Mary ? Are not

his brethren and fifters with us 2” This
»oint, however, we need not infift on;
-« from no education, that his own or
any other country could have afforded,
v.as it poffible for him to derive that
{:;pernatural wifdom and power, . that

s inctity of life, and that punty of doc-
trine, which. diftinguifh him from all

other human beings. His firft adherents
were a few fifhermen; for whom he
was {o far from making any provifion,

that when he f{ent them out to preach
repentance, and heal difeafes, they
were,
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were, by his defire, furnithed with no-
thing but one coat, a pair of fandals,
and a ftaff.  He went about in great
humility and meeknefs, doing good,
teaching wifdom, and glorifying God,
for the fpace of about three years after
the commencement of his miniftry;
and then, as he himfelf had forefeen
and foretold, he was publickly cruci-
fied.~—This 1s the man, who at this day
gives law to a great pari of the world,
and to all the moft enlightened nations,
This 1s the man, who has been the au-
thor of virtue and happinefs. to millions
and millions of the hyman race. And
this 1s he, whom the wifeft and beft
men that ever lived hé_ve rcvcrcnccd.a*s
a divine perfon, and gloried 1n as the
deliwerer and {aviour of mankind.

A 4 In
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In all this is there nothing extraor-
dinary, nothing that feems to require
the operation of more than human
wifdom, and more than human power?
We have heard of great events pro-
ceeding from fmall caufes; but in ge-
neral we can trace the conneCion be: '
tween them, and account for it from
the common principles that regulate
human affairs. But here, {uppofing
Jefus to have been nothing more. than
a mere man, and no other than human
means to have been employed 1n pro-
mulgating and {upporting his religion;
the caufe and the effet are utterly in-
adequate, and the influence of the one
upon the other perfeCtly unintelli-
o1ble.

"THIS
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Tuis religion, taught at firt by a
few obfcure,  unléttered; and’ perfe-
cnted men, moft of whom were put to
death for no other reafon but becaufe
they taught 1, was 1n a fhort timé
fpread over part of Afia, and a great
part of Europe; notwithftanding the
bloody perfecutions which it had to
encounter, from WNero to Dioclefian.
Think of the power -engaged to bear
it down, and that by which it was to
be fupported ; and can there be any
doubt, that truth, and miracles, and
the protection of heaven, muft have
been on its fide ¢ Was any othér reli-
gion ever inj:roduced in this manner?
The Mahometan was brought in by a
commander at the head of a viftorious
army, and 1n a part of the world which

has
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has never in any age been eminep
for liberty or literature: nay, to thi
day, flavery and ignorance are the
infeparable attendants of the religion
of Mahomet. ‘The Jewifh was eft.
blithed 1n one {mall pation only, and
had for its apparent author the greateft
man of that nation, and met there
with no confiderable opponent; which,
by the by, confidering 1ts burdenfome
ceremonies, could hardly have hap-
pened, and we are fure did not happen,
without the aid of miracles. The ps-
oan religions were a fort of political
infiitutions, adapted to the ignorance
and credulity of thofe who received
them; fo that they had no oppofition
either to fuffer or to fear: nor indecd
do they feem to have been confidered

28
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s of moment enough to excite ferious
controverfy, far lefs to kindle perfecu-
tion. No man ‘ever laid down his hfe
for the honour of Jupiter, Neptune, or
Apollo: but how-many thoufands have

fealed their Chri{han teﬁ".lmony with their
blood. "

ArnoTHER f{ingularity in our religion
s, that 1t has been more {poken

aainft than any other. Every part of
its evidence has been repeatedly exa-
mined, objefted to, and vindicated.

Equally friendly to freedom and true
philofbphy,‘Whe’fevér it has exifted in
any tolerable purity, it has raifed the
attention of iﬁquiﬁtive men; the great-

eft phﬂoﬁ)phers that ever lived have in-
quired into it, and found 1t true; and
the
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the utmoft acutenefs of {ophiftry iy
been employed to prove 1t falfe. Why
is the confequence of all this? [t
15, that the evidence of our faith r.
mains at this day as clear and com
plete, as it has been 1n any age fince
that of the apoftles and their 1mme.
.diate {ucceffors, Light minds, from
inattention or i1gnorance; profligat
minds, from a diflike to 1ts purity;
and v.:iin minds, out of oftentation, and
from the love of fingularity, may have
poﬁatxfcd from it: but the Chnilian
- who has made it his ftudy, and knows
the reafon of the faith that 1s 1n him,
will not admit, that any argument has
~ever been brought againft 1t, which
“has not been refuted. Can this be faid
of any other religion, or of any fyftem
' of
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of unchriftian opinions, that ever was
heard of ! Nay, I truft there are, and I
believe it will not be doubted that there
are, many thoufands of learned and
rational Chriftians, who, if they were
called to fo fevere a trial, would cheer-
fully lay down their lives for the ho-
nour of God and their Redeemer. Is
the zeal and fincerity of the unbeliever
equally to be depended on? Would
any difciple of Bolingbroke, Hume, or
Voltaire, fuffer martyrdom in,t;hc’caufc-
of his mafter ?

THESE ﬁngularit_ics In the fate and:
fortunes of Chriftianity feem to fhow,
that it could not hawe either been fo

generally known, or {fo long cxifted,
if it had not been fupported by means

| o more
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more than human. ‘T'here are in j
other fingularities, which prove, that i
deferved to be {o fupported, and that i
could not have been the work of mere

human wifdom.

Tus evidence arifing from thefe has

been called its Internal Evidence; and
is, in the opinion of fome learned men,
{o great, that {carce any other 1s necef-

fary to prove our religion to be from
heaven.

For firft, the morality of the gofpel
gives it an infinite fuperiority over all
{yftems of doétrine that ever were de-
vifed by man. Were our lives and opi-
nions to be regulated as it prefcribes,
nothing would be wanting to make us

happy :
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happy ¢ there would be no injuftice,
no impiety, no diforderly paffions;
harmony and love would univerfally
prevail 5 every man, content with his
lot, refigned to the divine will, and
fully perfuaded that a happy eternity is
before him, would pafs his days 1n
tranquillity and joy, to which neither
anxiety, nor pain, nor even the fear of
death, could ever give any interrup-
tion. 'The beft {yftems of pagan ethicks
are very tmperfect, and not free from
abfurdity ; and in them are recom-
mended modes of thinking unfuitable
to human nature, and modes of con-
duct which, though they might have
been ufeful in a political view, did
not tend to virtue and happinefs uni-

verfal,
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verfal. But of all our IL.ord’s .aaflity.

tions the end and aim 1s, to promote
the happinefs, by promoung the virtue,
of all mankind.

Anp fecondly; his pecuhar doétrine
are not like any thing of human con
trivance. ¢ Never man {peak luke thy
¢ man.” One of the firft names gives
to that difpenfaton of things which he
came to introduce, was the kingdom, o
the reign, of heaven. It was juftly fo
called; being thus diﬁinguiﬂied, not
only from the religion of Mofes, th
fan&tions whereof reclated to the pw-
fent life, but alfo from every hums
{cheme of moral, political, or eccl-
fiaftical legiflation. |

THE
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T'ue views of the heathen moralft
extended not beyond this world ; thofe
of the Chriftian are fixed on that which
s to come. The former was concern-
¢d for his own country only or chiefly ;
the latter takes concern in the happi-
nels of all men, of all nations, condi-
tions, and capacities. A few, and but
s few, of the ancient philofophers
fpoke of a future ftate of retribution as
1 thing defirable, and not improbable:
revelation {peaks of 1t as certain; and
of the prefent life as a ftate of trial,
wherein virtue or holinefs is neceflary,
not only to entitle us to that falvation
which, through the mercy of God and
the merits of his Son, Chriftians are
taught to look for, but alfo to prepare
us, by habits of piety and benevolence,

VOL, II. B for
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for a reward, which none but the pur
in heart can receive, or couid relifh,

Tur duties of piety, as far as the
heart i1s concerned, were not much
attended to by the heathen lawgiver.
Cicero coldly ranks them with the fo-
cial virtues, and fays very little abou
them. The f{acrifices were mere ceres
mony. And what the Stoicks taught of
refignation to the will of heaven, or to
the decrees of fate, was {o repugnant
to {ome of their other tenets, that little
good could be expected from 1. Bu
of every Chriftian virtue piety 1san ef-
fential part.  The love and the fear of
God muft every moment prevail in the
heart of a follower of Jefus; and whe-

ther he eat or drink, or whatever he do,
it
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+ muft all be to the glory of the Creator.
How different this from the philofophy
of Greece and Rome !

Ix a word, the heathen morality,
cven 1h 1ts beft form, that is, as two or
hiree of their beft philofophers taught
i, amounts to little more than this:
Be ufeful to yourfelves, your friends,
:nd your country; fo fhall ye be re-
bectable while ye live,” and honoured
vhen ve die; and 1t is to be hoped ye
may receive reward in another life.
The language of the Chriftian lawgiver
is different.  The world 1s not worthy
of the ambition of an immortal being.
lts honours and pleafures have a ten-
dency to debafe the mind, and diiqua-
ify it for future happinefs. Set there-

B 2 fore
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fore your affetions on things above,
and not on things on the earth. I
1t be your {upreme deflire to obtai
God’s favour: and, by a courfe o
difcipline, begun here, and to be com.
pleted hereafter, prepare yourfelves for
a re-admiffion into that rank which
was forfeited by the fall, and for again
being but a little lower than the an
oels, and crowned with glory and ho.
nour everlafting.

WraaTr an idea is here! Is ther
any thing like this in Xenophon o
Plato, in Cicero, Seneca, or Epictetus’
¢ Whence had this man thefe things’
¢« What wifdom is this that was givel
¢ him? Surely man gave it not; fo
man had it not to give. This 154

wdea,
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idea, which never occurred to human
imagination, till 1t was taught by a
poor carpenter of Galilee, and by a
few ithermen who followed him. Yet
to the native dignity, and undeniable
degeneracy, of human nature, ne other
moral theory was ever fo well adapted ;
and no other has {o dire¢t a tendency
to promote the glory of God, and the
real good of mankind. Is it poflible
to explain this upon the principles that
vfually regulate human affairs? Is 1t
poflible for us to believe, that teachers
fo holy, fo benevolent, and fo pious,
{o fuperior to the world, and fo tho-
roughly difengaged from 1its allure-
ments, were not taught of God? As
ealy almoft it i1s to believe, that this
world was not made by him. Is 1t

B 3 poflible
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poflible for us to imagine, that perfoy
of {uch a charaéter could have ep.
ployed their lives in the promulgatio
of a lie, and willingly encountered per-
fecution and death 1n {upport of it!
As well may we imagine, that an evi
tree brings forth good fruit, and tha
men gather grapes from thorns, and
figs from thiftles.

Burt had not the prophets prophe-
fied of Chrit and his gofpel, and 15
character and tendency? And if o,
how czn it be f{aid, that no {uch thing
had ever before occurred to human
imagination ? — It is true, that the
prophets had prophefied thefe things;
bur, though they foretold, it 1s not cer-

tain that they for¢faw them. On the
contrary,
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contrary, there is reafon to think, that,
if they had diftintly underftood what

they predited, they would have ex-
prefled it in plainer and lefs figurative
Janguage; or at leaft that they would
have left traditions behind them,
which, In after-times, among people
fo tenacious of tradition as the Jews
were, might have ferved as a key to
thofe facred writings. It was enough
for the prophets to know that they
had authority to {peak what they
fpoke, or to commit to writing what
the Spirit fuggefted : to explain 1t to
the people, or to inquire themfelves
into the meaning of it, was probably
no part of their bufinefs. And it muft
be as eafy for divine power to make

prophets foretel without forefight, as
L 4 to
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to enable them both to foretel and
forefce.

ArTer all, it muft be owned, thy

this arcument for Chriftiamity, drawn
from the peculiar excellency of 1ts daoc-

trines, cannot appear equally ftriking
to all men. They only will fee 1t in
its full luftre, who are converfant n
tloly Writ, and have a pretty diftinc
view of the whole extent of Chriftin
theology ; whereof 1 cannot, in {o imall
o tract as this, propofe to give even an
abridgment. To Mr. Jenyns's Fiew
of the internal evidence of Chriftiamty,
in which are many ingenious obferva-
tions, though all are not unexception-

able, I beg leave to refer the reader;
and
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and fhall conclude this part of my {ub-
it with a remark or two.

WHAT an elevation muft it give to
our plous affeftions, to contemplate
the Supreme Being and his Provi-
dence, as revealed to us in Scripture !
We are there taught, that man was
created 1n the image of God, innocent
and happy : and that he had no fooner
fallen into fin, than his Creator, inftead
of abandoning him and his offspring,
to the natural confequences of his dif-
vbedience, and of their hereditary de-
pravity, was pleafed to begin a won-
derful difpenfation of grace, in order
to refcue from perdition, and raife
2gain to happinefs, as many as fhould
acquiefce in the terms of the offered

{alvation,
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falvation, and regulate their lives ac.
cordingly.

By the facred books that contain the
biftory of this difpenfation we are fur.
ther taught, that God 1s a {pint, un.
changeable, and eternal, univerfally
prefent, and abfolutely perfect ; thatit
1s our duty to fear him, as a being of
confummate purity and inflexible juf-
tice, and to love him as the Father of
mercies, and the God of all confo-
lation; to truft 1in him as the friend, the
comforter, and the almighty guardian

ot all who believe and obey him;
to rejoice in him as the belt of Beings,
and adore him as the greateft:—we
are taught, that he will make allow-
ance for the frailties of our nature, and
3 pardon
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pardon the fins of thofe who repent :—
and, that we may {ee, in the f{trongeit
light, his peculiar benignity to the hu-
man race, we are taught, that he gave

his only Son as our ranfom and deli-
verer; and we are not only permitted,

but commanded, to pray to him, and
addrefs him as ouR FATHER :=—= we
are taught, moreover, that the evils in-
cident to this ftate of trial are permit-
ted by him, 1n order to exercife our
virtue, and fo prepare us for a future
ftate of never-ending fehcity ; and that

thefe momentary affli€tions are pledges
of his paternal love, and fhall, if we

receive them as f{uch, and wvenerate
them accordingly, work out for us
‘ an exceeding great and eternal weight

‘ of glory.” If thefe hopes and thefe
{enti-~
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fentiments contribute more to our hap-
pinefs, and to the purification of our
nature, than any thing elfe in the world
can do, furely that religion, to which
alone we owe thefle {entiments and
hopes, muft be the greateft blefling
that ever was conferred on the pofterity

of Adam.

AND 1s 1t, after all, but a mere hu.
man contrivance ; the 1nvention of
mean and illiterate men, who hved,
and who died, in the voluntary promul-
cation of falfehood ? To what other
human artifice does this bear any re-
femblance ? Does not this religion as
plainly prove itfelf to be the work ofa
wife and gracious God, as the abfurd-

ity of the pagan f{uperftitions proves
them
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tdhiem to have been the work of weak
and wretched men?

To the great end of improving, re-
newing, and perfeéting our whole na-
ture, no invention of man could ever
have been adapted; that being an idea,
which could never have occurred to
mere human wifdom, and which, if 1t
had occurred, would have been deem-
ed an impoflibility. But to this great
end, fo worthy of God, and f{o ho-
nourable to man, our religion is adapt-
ed in fuch a way, as fills the humble
and confiderate mind with wonder and
adoration ; and would indeed raife inex-
preflible aftonithment, if it had not been
familiar to us from our infancy.

CHRISTI-
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CHRISTIANITY propofes to our imi-
ration the higheft examples of benevo-
lence, purity, and piety. It fhows, that
21l our attions, purpofes, and thoughts,
are to us of infinite importance ; their
confequences being nothing lefs than
happinefs or milery in the life to
come : and thus it operates moft power-
‘ully on our felf-love. By teaching,
tnat  all mankind are brethren; by
commanding us to love our neighbour
w5 ourfclves; and by declaring every
-.an our neighbour to whom we have
it in our power to do good, it im-
proves  ‘benevolence to the higheit
pitch. By prohibiting revenge, ma-
lice, pnide, vanity, envy, fenfuality,
aird covetoufnefs; and by requiring
us to forgive, to pray for, anc to blefs

our
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our enemies, and to do to others as
ve would that they fhould do to us,
it lays a reftraint on every malevolent
and turbulent paflion; and reduces the
'whole of focial virtue to two or three
precepts ; {o brief, that they cannot be
forcotten ; fo plain, that they cannot
be mifunderftood; {o reafonable, that
no man of fenfe controverts them ;
and {o well-fuited to human nature
and human affairs, that every candid
mind may eafily, and on all occafions,
apply them to practice.

|

CHRISTIANITY recommends the
firiteft felf-attentton, by this awful
confideration, that. God 1is continually
prefent with us, knows what we think,
as well as what we do, and will judge

the
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the world in righteoufnefs, and render
unto every man according to his works,
[t makes us confider confcience, as his
volce and law within us; purity of
Licart, as that which alone can qualify
us for the enjoyment of future reward;
and mutual love, or charity, as that
without which all other virtues and ac-
comphfhments are of no value: and,
by a view of things peculiarly ftriking,
it caufes vice to appear a mofit perni-
cious and abominable thing, which
cannot efcape punifhment,  Purity of
heart it {till further recommends, by
teaching this wonderful doftrine; that
even the bodies of good men fhall at
laft, in a glorified ftate, be re-united
to their fouls, and made, as that of
Adam originally was, immortal; and

that,
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that, therefore, in this life of general
probation, they muft be kept free from
dithonour, and, inftead of miniftering
to thofe {fenfualities that debafe our

nature, be emntployed as inftruments in
doing good.

"

In a word, Chriftianity, as Bifthop
Taylor well obferves, ¢ is a doftrine
“in which nothing is fuperfluous or
‘ burdenfome ; and in which there is
‘ nothing wanting, which can procure
‘ happinefs to mankind, or by which
“ God can be glorified. And if,” con-
unues he, ¢ wifdom, and mercy, and
‘ juftice, and fimplicity, and holinefs,
‘and purity, and meeknefs, and con-
‘ tentednefs, and charity, be images of
“ God, and rays of divinity, then that

VOL, II. C ¢ doftrine,
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¢ doétrine, in which all thefe fhine {
< glorioufly, and in which nothing elf

< is ingredient, muft needs be fron
¢ God *.

I concrLupE the chapter in the fol.
iowing words of the fame great author,
« If the holy Jefus had come into the

world with lefs fplendour of powe
- and mighty demonftrations, yet the
- excellency of what he taught makes
him alonc fit to be the mafter of the

workd.)

* Moral Demonftration ©f the Truth of the
¢ hrithan Religion.
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OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

THE advocate for Chriftianity hag

nothing to do with the peculiar
tenets of Luther, Calvin, or Bellar-
mine, or with any other fyftem which
s liable to be tinctured with human
infirmitv ; his bufinefs is, to vindicate
‘ the truth as it is in Jefus.” I do not
‘therefore think myfelf concerned to
anfwer any ohjettion of thofe writers,
C 2 who
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-

who miftake the corruptions of Chrifti.
anity for Chriftianity itfelf.  They who
perfecute or hate, or even judge un.
charitably of others, act in dire op- -

pofition to the plaineft, and 1indeed to
the effential, doctrines of the goipel:

and every church that encourages
cruelty, injuftice, or uncharitablenefs,
in any degree, is in the fame degree

unchriftian.

Bur why fhould Chriftianity be
iible to corruption ? Would not the
power and goodnefs of God have ap-
peared in it more con{picuoully, if he
ad made it infufceptible of debafe-
ment or change ? Totally to debal
or alter ir, is indeed impoffible, as

long as the facred records remain;
which
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whicb all fects of Chriftians appeal as
their ftandard of faith, and which their
mutual jealoufy of each other will ne-
ver {uffer to be materially corrupted.
But every thing muft be liable to de-
bafement, which is encrufted to a crea-

wre fo frail and fallible as man. What
is more debafed, or more perverted,
than health and fpeech 2 Yet it will not
be faid, that the divine goodnefs and
power would have appeared more con-
fpicuoufly in us, if we had all been
ickly and dumb. In every ftate of
moral probation, error muft be pofii-
ble, and evil muft exift.

Bur, befide the general principle
of debafement arifing from the frailty
of our nature, other caufes of a more

c 3 parti-
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particular, and indeed of an extraor-
dinary kind, co-operated, foon after the
apoftolic age, in corrupting the Chrift-
1an religion. Was it pofiible, that its
gentle influence could check the pro-
grefs of that ruin, into which the enor-
mous mafs of the Roman power was
then rufhing headlong; or prevent the
confufion, the crimes, and the univer-
fal degeneracy of manners, which al-
ways attend the fall of emptre, and
did fo remarkably diftinguith that of
the Roman? And, amidft the favage
uproar of the conquering invaders from
the north, was 1t poflible, that the
{oft accents of the gofpel of peace
could be heard with efficacy, or heard

at all? Then followed that long night
- of



OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 37

of intelleCtual darknefs, threatening the
final extintion of every ray of know-
ledge that had hitherto enlightened the
fons of men. And from this chaos of
ignorance was it pofiible to exclude the
fiends of fuperftition, or thofe other
fanguinary demons of rapacity and
cruelty, which never fail to haunt the
uncultivated mind ? It cannot be mat-~
ter of furprife, that, in thefe circum-
ftances, a religion founded in peace,
in right reafon, and i1n the pureft mo-
rality, fhould firft be neglefted, then
- mifunderftood, and afterwards grofsly
corrupted ; and that, from being made
(ubfervient to the purpofes of human,
and often of barbarous policy, it fhould,
n 1ts corrupted ftate, contract many
tains of barbarifm, and much of the

| C 4 pride
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pride and vanity and other follies of
human nature.

In facCt, in the courfe of a few cen-
turtes, Chriftianity had loft its beauty
and purifying virtue, and, like a ftream
choaked with rubbifh, 1if the reader will
pardon the figure, prefented an image
of danger and defolation, rather than
of uttlity and comfort. But, though
the waters were polluted, the fountamn
was not dried up. 'And, by the gra-
dual cperation of caufes, fome more
and others lefs obfervable, when ob-
ftructions began at laft to give way,
and the channel to open, this river of
life again broke forth in a copious and
{prightly current; which, though not
yet every-where free from reftraint, nor

In
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in any nation reftored to its primitive
purity, will 1n time, it is hoped, dif-
fufe itfelf by the divine blefling into all
lands, and, 1n its progrefs,

Work itfelf clear, and, as it runs, refine:
Till by degrees the floating mirror fhine,
Refle&t the flowers that on its border blow,

And heaven’s own light in its fair bofom fhow.

For, to drop the allegory, whatever
other changes may happen, we have
nothing now to apprehend fimilar to
the Gothick invafions, or to that ex-
tinftion of literature which attended
and followed them. As the world 1s
now conftituted, learning and liberal
inquiry are likely to prevail in it more
and more. And, as thefe prevail, igno-

rance
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rance and tyranny, fophiftry and fi.
perftition, which have hitherto beep
the moft deadly enemies of both Chrift-
1an faith and true philofophy, will in

the fame proportion lofe their influence,
Bur to return.

To confute all the cavils of un-
belief, would be endlefs; and to enter
very minutely into the detail of them,
would extend this little book to a fize,
which might difcourage from reading it
rhole for whom 1tis intended. 1 confine
myfelf, therefore, to thofe objections
chicfly which I have heard in conver-
{ztion,- and which feem to me moft

likely to draw the attention and per-

vert the minds of young perfons. And
of
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of thefe objeftions feveral have been
confidered already.

I. Tue number of unbelievers, who
have appeared in this and other ages,
and the learning and abilies of {fome
of them, are, I find, ftumbling-blocks
o many. But let it be remembered,
that 2 greater number might be {pe-
cified of believers, ftill more eminent
for learning, candour, and penetra-
ton, than any infidels that can be
named of this, or any other age. Nor
let it be forgotten, that the founders of
our religion foretold, that unbelievers
of various kinds, and of confiderable
abilities, would arife : fo that, if they
~had not arifen, feveral prophccics in
the
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the New Teftament would not have
been accomplifhed.

But paffing this; and 1n order to
aive a more explicit anfwer to the ob-
jection; it may be proper to confider,
what, from the declarations of our Lord
himielf, as well as from the nature of

the thing, may be inferred concerning
the charater of thofe perfons, who
fhould be capable of becoming his dif-
ciples.  Tor 1f 1t fhall be found, that
there are infidels who have not that
charalter, and that infidels in general
have it not, their unbelief 1s a proof
of his wifdom and foreknowledge, and
may coniequently furnifh an argument,
not aganft his religion, but for it,

1. T HE
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1. Tue firft thing neceflary to qua-
lify the human mind for receiving this,
or indeed any other doltrine, is atten-
tion. This our Lord repeatedly de-
manded: ¢ he that hath ears to hear,
¢ let him hear.” The mighty works
he performed, the wonderful things he
fpoke, the fanttity of his life, the be-
nevolence of his manners, and the au-
shority that accompanied his teaching,
were {ufficient, one would think, to
have made all Syria attend, and did in
fadt raife the attention of many. And,
though e {ee no miracles, as they did,
nor hear the voice of the divine teach-
er, yet we fee, we hear, and we read,
concerning him, what is fuffictent to
make every one of us attend, who de-
fires to know the truth and his duty.

The
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‘The exiftence, and long continuance,
of this religion; its fingular nature ang
hiftory ; and the learning, abilities,
and virtues, of many of thofe who have
believed, ought to fatisfy every' con-
fiderate mind, that there is fomething
extraordinary in it, and that to be
indifferent about it may be very dan.
oerous.

2. Bur, fecondly, in order to know
< the truth as it 1s in Jefus,” we muft
not only attend, but alfo inquire. - Our
Saviour often taught in parables. His
hearers, .if they had been fuitably af-
feted by his miracles and plainer doc-
trines, would have afked the meaning
aof !thofe darker fayings: and when they.
did fo, with a fincere defire of inform-

1o atioﬁ; '
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ation, we find, that he always gave
it. Them who expreffed no curiofity,
and made no inquiry, he permitted to
remain 1n ignorance. Was this unrea-
fonable* He came to ¢4/l finners to
repentance, but not to compel them.
Every circumftance confidered, of his
life and doétrine, his benevolence, his
piety, his power, and his wifdom
(whereof the Jews could not be igno-
rant); did not this want of curiofity
amount to a proof, that their hearts
were, by prejudice and other bad
habits, hardened againft the love both
of God and of man, as well ‘as of the
truth? And is it poffible, that hearts
of fuch a temper fhould voluntarily
receive a religion, whereof piety and
benevolenee, or (te. adopt the Scrip-

tural
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tural terms) godlinefs and charity, are
ellential principles ?

LeT it be confidered further, tha,
till our curiofity with refpect to reli-
gion be fo far raifed as to incline usto
{ftudy the Scriptures, we cannot fecl
the force of fome of the ftrongeft proofs
of their truth; thofe particularly, asal-
ready hinted, that arife from their pe-
culiar excellence, and from prophecy.
And therefore he, who is,difpoféd (0
cavil at religion, and will not give him-
felf the trouble to ftudy it, muft nﬁckc;f-'-
farily remain 1gnorant and fc,cptic,al:. Is
there any thing ftrange 1n this?-*Sup-
pofe a father to defire his fon to ftudy
medicine ; and fuppofe that the fon,
from prejudices againft it, or indiffer-

¢nce
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ence about it, will not attend, either to
vhat his mafter fays, or to the books
he recommends : 1s 1t pofiible that he
can ever become a phylician, or get
the better of his prejudices? Will the
arelefs {ceptick excufe himfelf by fay-
ing, ¢1 need not read the Bible: 1
« know from Voltaire, and Hume, and
¢ Bolingbroke, what Chriftianity is 2’
Then let him be told, that every one
of the perfons mentioned, and every
other infidel whofe writings are ex-
ant, can be -proved, from his own
books, to have been grofsly 1gnorant
of Chnftiamity. And let him be re-
minded further, that to :-fukzqfuiefce 1n-
that character of Jcll*us, or of any other
perfon, which i1s given by the declared
and mortal enegmy of that perfon, is

VOL. II. , D no
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no fign either of prudence or of can-
dour.

BuT I have ldékéd, he will perhaps
fay, into creeds and conf't:qions, which
are faid to contain the very quintef-
{ence of Scripture; and they are not a
all to my mind ; and 1 {uppoie I fhould
flnd Scripture 1tfelf as lhittle {o: why
then {fhould I read 1t? I anfwer, {uppof-
ing thofe creeds and confeffions unex-
ceptionable, which all creeds and con-
feffions are not; vyet ftll they are
abridgments, and to him who 1s no
converfant 1n Scripture mult appear
abftrufe, and hardly inteliigible. And
befides, recurring to an example al-
- ready given, let me be: perrmtted to

{ay, that if any man were wvery much
| | iile-
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interefted to know my charater, and
had the means of knowing it by con-
verfing and living with m¢, he would,
if he were either honeft or wife, ftudy
myfelf, and not truft implicitly to what
is faid of me, either by my enemies, or
by my friends. We are commanded
to fearch the Scriptures, and told that
in them we fliall find evidence of their
truth.  If we have not done {o, we know
not what they are: if we will not do fo,

we never can khow it.

3. A THIRD thing, neceflary to pre-
pare us for the reception of Chriftian
faith, is, a lowly mind, free from pre-
judice, and willing to hear, and to
learn.  This our IL.ord often declares.
‘ Verily I fay unto you, whofoever fhall

D 2 ¢ not
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¢ not recetve the kinodom of God a5 4
¢ little child, {hall 1n nowie ente
¢ therein? the obvious meaning where-
of is, that if we do not attend to the
doltrines of the gofpel, with the humi
lity and teachablenefs of a young child,
it 1s impofiible for us to believe them.
A vyoung child 15 of all animals the
moft unaffuminz and docile. He i
not inclined to cavil at the information
he may receive from an affeétionate
father. And he is free from preju-
dice, and {loon becomes {enfible of hi
own weaknefs, and of the need he ha
of inftru&ion. At leaft, if this 1s not
true of every child, 1t is certainly true
of many, and ought to be of all. When
with thefe difpofitions men begin an
carry on their inquiries into Chriftian-

1ty,
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ity, they will not objeét to its doctrine,
or be diffatisfied with 1ts evidence ; but
ill adore the infinite goodnefs and
condefcenfion of the Deilty, 1n treat-
ing them as his children, and permit-
ting them to call hum their ¥ ather. Is
it too much, to require of Chriftians
this humility, candour, and exemption
from prejudice ? It i1s no more than
Newton requires of every one who
would {tudy philofophy: it 1s no more
than every mafter requires of his ap-
prentice,

Burt muft the young Chriftian, -du-
ring his noviciate, make no ufe of his
recafon? Has he nothing to do, but to
ften, and believe ! He 1s commanded
to ufe his reafon 1in all cafes, in which

D 3 A pru-
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a prudent father would encourage his
child to ule 1t; that 1s, 1n all cafes where-
of he 15 a competent judge: and in aj
cafes whatever, he muft ufe his reafon
fo far, as to admit nothing that contra-
dicts 1t.  But as a father 1s fometimes
obliged, and has an undoubted right,
to require umplicit faith from his chil-
dren, and to tell them, that, til their
facuities be more 1mproved, they will
not underfland the reafon of f{uch and
fuch a precept or doétrine ;5 {fo cur hea-
venly father has an undoubted right to
require of us a thankful acquiefcence
in difpenfations of Providence which m
this life we cannot underftand, and an
affent to doltrines which may at pre-
{fcnt tranfcend our reafon. Ivery day

we ice what we cannot account for, and
believe
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telieve what we do not diftinétly com-
prehend. So that, if there were no-
thinz of this kind 1n our religion, 1t
would be like none of the other works
of God that we are acquainted with,
and would rather refemble the invention
of a cautious man. But though the
myltertes of Chriftianity may tranfcend
human reafon, not one of them con-
radicts 1t.

Tuar there i1s a Mediator between
God and Man, cannot appear contrary
to reafon, orin any degree improbable,
when we confider, that all the good
things we receive, though the free gifts
of God, come to us by the interven-
tion of various agents and inftruments,
—That the divine difpenfations with

D 4 refpet
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refpect to the human race fhould com-
prehend a long train of effelts and
caufes, and a long fucceffion of years,
will not feem extraordinary to thofe
who have obferved, as every confider-
ate perfon muft have done, that the
crawih of plants and animals, and all
the other opcrations of nature, are pro-
oreflive and gradual.—The incarnation
s not to us more unintelligible, than
the unton of a human body with a hu-
man  foul.—"1'0 atone voluntanly for
che fin of others, may Ue as poflible to
a fupcrior being, and in him may be as
cdnfona*nt to equity, as, amclligihfc-
riour beings, for one man gratuitoufly
to pay another’s debt.—T hat the grace
of God fhould exert iuelf in fupport-
ing, cherifhing, and (an&ifying the

| ' true
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twue believer, is as eafily underftood,
as any other exertion of divine good-

nefs.—— And that there fhould be a re-
jurreCtion of the body, is fuitable to
many analogies 1n nature, and particu-
larly to that, alluded to by the apoftle,
of a new and flourifthing vegetable ri-
ing from a buried and corrupted graig
of corn.

WHILE one too anxiouflyendeavours
to explain thefe, and fome of the
other myfterious doétrines of our reli-
eion, one may no doubt fay unwarrant-
able things. But if we take them as
they are delivered in Holy Writ, our
only infallible {tandard of faith, we
fhall not find that they contain .any

thing, in which a man of the foundeft
and
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and faireft mind, who has ftudied the
gofpel and 1rs evidences, may not wiih-

out difficulty acquicice.

4. Tre laft thing I fhall mention, as

-

a requifite to the profitable ftudy of the
New Teltament, 15 a defire that 1t may
e true.  HFe who has not this defire,
muft either be ignorant of Chriftianity,
wnd confequently unfit to receive it; or
muft be indifferent both to the glory of
Sod and to the good of mankind, and
~enfequently averfe to the reception of

it. That our relicion fhould be true,
15, as I remarked already, the intereft
ot all men, except of thofe hardened
finners who are determined not to re-
pent, for to the penitent believer, who
regrets the '-frﬁilty of his nature, and

ftudies
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ftudies to reform 1t, the gofpel fpeaks
nothing but peace, and pardon, and

everlafting comfort.

Tuat we readily believe what we
wih to be true, has been often faid,
and 1s become proverbial. But belief
of this {ort may be as rational as any
other. I {ee a ftranger, whofe coun-
tenance and manner pleafe me, and [
with to find him as good as he 1s
agreeable: I cultivate his acquaint-
ance, and after long trial difcover that
he 1s every thing I would have him to
be. Is this difcovery the lefs to be de-
pended on, for having been preceded,
and partly occafioned, by a prepofief-

fion in his favour? And if at firft fight
I had
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I had conceived a contrary prepofiif-
fion, and always kept at a diftance from
hun, and been unwilling to recetve

information concerning him, except
from his enemies, fhould I not Lave
perfifted in my diflike, however unme-
rited on his part, and uncandid or
mine ? The former cafe 1s fimilar to
that of thofe, who {ftudy Chriftianity be-
caufc they love 1t; the latter refembles
that of him who remains 1n unbelief,
hecaufe he diflikes the gofpel, or difre-
gards 1t.

ConvicTION may be extorted by
evidence, fo as to rife neceflarily n
cvery rational mind to whom the evi-
dence is prefented.  Such is that which

1S
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is enforced upon us by mathematical
proof, or by the teftimony of fenfe, or
of memory. And 1n this kind of con-
vi¢tion there can be no mare merit cr
demerit, than in {eeing what is expofed
tc cur view, or hearing what s found-
edin our ear. Chriftian faith 1s not of
this kind. In 1t the heart and affec-
tions are concerned, as well as the un-
derftanding. Our Lord pronounced
no benedition on Thomas for having
beheved his fight and touch: ¢ but,
« Blefled,” faid he, ¢ are they who have
¢« pot fcen, and yet have believed:’
that is, < who without {uch evidence of
“ fenfe (I quote Dr. Clarke’s Para-
“ phrafe) Inall, upon credible tefti-
‘ mony, be .willing to believe and
« embrace a do&trine which tends fo

X ¢ greatly
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« oreatly to the glory of God, atd the
- faivation of men.” ‘The doubts of
“homas were on this extraordinary oc-
ahion removed by zrrefiftible eviderce:
cut it would not have {uited the genius
o redieton, framed for proving the
rrue and purtfying the  nature  of
cral beings, that its evidences 1n ge-
crod fhould have been fuch as etther to
] aflent, or infringe the freedom
o coedience. They are indeed fo
overel, that nothing but 1gnorance,
-+ haidnets of heart, can prevent their
rankiine a deep impreflion; but their
(il cfieé is felt by thofe minds only,
who, together with lowlinefs, docility,
sna - candour, entertaln a  predilection
or that gofpel, which proclaims: ¢ Glo-
“ 1y to God 1n the higheft, peace on
¢ earth,



OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 61

« carth, and good-will towards men.’
tn true Chriftian faith, therefore, there
o virtue. It is indeed an afiemblage
of many virtues ; of piety, benevolence,
humnility, and the love of truth and of
aocane(s. Wo wonder, then, that the
apoftle fthould have declared, ¢ that
« without faith it is impoflible to pleafe

¢ God.)’

Bur, ought we not in charity to be-
ieve, that there may be infidels of f{o
cood a heart as to love the dottrine,
though they have the misfortune to be
ditmtisfied with the evidence, of the
anfpel 2 Charity, no doubt, ¢ which
< thinketh no evil,” ought to make us
believe that this is the cafe, wherever 1t
is poflible. But it is not poflible, that

this
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this can be the cafe of thofe, who l.
bour to fubvert the faith of others; and
who are {o far from exprefling regret
at the difcovery of any fuppofed defed
in the evidence of Chrifhianity, or
feemine to think 1t a misfortune or a
difappointment, that they rejoice in it
arl triumph in that {uperiour pege-
tr.tion, which they fondly imagine has
¢i1:bled them to make tt.

ANo now, if, as' I have endeavoured
o prove, 1t appears from the declars-
tiens of our Saviour himielf, and from
the nature of the human mind, that
they only can-believe his religion, who
ATTEND to it, and who sTubpyY it with
CANDOUR, HUMILITY, and a fincere
LELIRE TO FIND IT TRUE ; 1s it wonder-

ful,
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ful, that thofe men fhould be unbe-
lievers who write and {peak againft i,
and thow, by what they write and {peak,
that they do not underftand, and have
never ftudied 1c? Can that man wifh
the gofpel to be true, who employs his
life in labouring to prove it falfe ? Can
he be faid to have read it wich atten-
tion, or to have read it at all, who, with
Roufleau, declares our I.ord’s miracles
2 difcredit to his religion, and cannot
ditinguifh between them and the tricks
of jugglers? Can they be thought to
have {tudied it with humility and can-
dour, who fneer at it, like Shaftefbury ;
who laugh at 1t, like Voltaire; or who
reat it with contempt and infult, like
the cool and infidious Hume, or the
proud and prefumptuous Bolingbroke ¢

VOL. II. E [-1ad
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Fad religion been fuited to heads and
hearts like thefe, to them 1 {hould have
loft the defence of it; for rt would
have been a very different thing indeed
v what it 1s. Therr rejection of 1t
fieylics, i I miftake not, a prety
faong argument for 1ts truth, as well as
o s excellency.

r T
il

7

57 only the number; and ti
e nine of anbelievers, but even thenr
Soae, has been pleaded, in their be-
1. and as an argument to prove
at Chriftianity 1s unnecaﬁ'ary

Or their virtue, I have not much to
{';1); enough indeed has been faid by

rhemfelves, and their admirers. But
oilentation is neither virtue, nora fign

of
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of it: and perhaps the world would
not have judged lels favourably of

them, if they had been more modeit on
this head. In falt, fome late compli-

ments that have been paid both to their
viRTUE and to their wisbom, are fo
foolithly extravagant, that they would
have pafled for derifion, if not for fcur-
rility, 1f they had not come from thofe
who are known to be devoted adherents

of the party.

To examine, with any degree of
minutenefs, the 1infidel’s claim to the
approbation and gratitude of mankind,
by an inquiry into the private charac-
ter of individuals, would be a tafk
¢qually invidious and difagreeable. 1
leave it, therefore, to their biographers;

E 2 whole
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whofe labours, Liowever, if we may be
Jowed to take Reuffean’s Confelfions,
il Foltaires Memcirs of bimfelfy as
{pecimen of this fort of hiftory, wil
wot reflet great honour on either the

hde]l or his caule.

uere are different forts of infidels,
Some not only reject our religion, bu
Ao write againit it, and do what m
hem lies to make mankind rcje'& 1%
others fatisfy themfelves with fpeaking
of it occafionally in terms of diflike
-nd fcorn: and a third fort perhaps
there may be, though they are not {0
frcquently met with, who only difbe-
lieve it, . without {eeking to make
others difbelieve. Thefe laft are the

objedts of pity, rather than of blame:
but
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but it may be worth their while to con-
idcr, whether their unbelief be the ef-
fe&t of candid inquiry, or of prejudice
and wilful 1nattention.

THE active and more zealous infidel
either i1s certain, that we fhall not 1n a
future life be called to an account for
our conduct in the prefent, or 1s fome-
what uncertain with refpeét to that

matter. Now, though he were abfo-
lutely certain, that our exiftence ends

at death, or that the gofpel is not true,
(which no human being ever was, or
can be,) yet his endeavours to make
others think fo, would do no honour to
his goodnefs of heart. For infidels
muft know, that they cannot demon-
ftrate, either that the gofpel is falfe, or

E 3 that
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that a future ftate 1s impoflible; ang
they muft alfo know (or they know
very litttle) that to a {incere Chnitian
nothing can give more exquifite dif-
refs, than to be perplexed with doubts
conceining the truth of that religion
which 1s the foundation of his deareft |
hopes.  But if they be not themieives
abfolutely certain that there 1s no life
to come, and yet labour to perfuade
others that there 1s none, their condut
nult be 1imputed, not merely to want
of benevolence, but to downright ma-

lignity.

IFor the language of fuch conduct is
no other than this. Thofe people, who
believe what we tell them, may, for

any thing that we certainly know to the
contrary,
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contrary, find themfelves miferably mai-
taken after all: however, their admi-
ration flatters our vanity; and there-
fore we endeavour to make them think
as we {peak, be the confequences what
they will.  What fort of virtue 1s this ?
Is it not that of the madman men-
tioned by Solomon, who ¢ cafteth fire-
¢ brands, arrows, and death, and faith,
¢ am I notin {fport?’ Is it not that of
a concetted theorift, who, 1n order to
oratify his own beggarly ambition,
tampers with the happinefs of man-
kind, as if 1t were a thing of po va-
lue 7

¢« Bur you miftake the matter en-

‘“ tirely,” he will reply. ¢ I teach men
« to-think freely, becaufe I wifh to rid
E 4 ‘ the
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¢ the world of {uperftiion, which

¢ worfe than irreligion, or even than
« atheifm:’-——and then perhaps he will
run out into a detail of the enormities
hat {uperftition has prompted Chnft-

'ans to perpetrate.

VWreTHER fuperftition or atheifm be
‘he greater evil, 1s a point which, if
orofecuted, would lead into a long and
ntricate inquiry. The former arifes
rom falfe opinions concerning invi-
iible beings ; and as the forms of falfe-
hood are innumerable, thofe of fuper-
{titton muft be fo too; and to human
fociety fome of thefe may be more de-
rrimental, others. ]cfa, and fome per-
haps not at .all.  But, to fhorten the.

coptroverfy, I fhall admit, that 1n all
- 1S
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its forms {uperflition is a very bad
thing ; and that he would deferve well
of mankind, who fhould drive it out of
the world. But who 1s the man who
is moft likely to do this © and what are
the beft means of doing it? The an-
fwer 1s eafy @ Jefus Chrift 1s the man,
and his religion the means. Had it
not been for the divine goodnefs mani-
fefted in him, we fhould at this day
have been pagans, the moft f{uperfti-
ious of human kind. Wherever his
religion 1s preached in 1ts purity, fu-
pertition wvanifhes, like the birds of
nght at the rifing of the fun. And as
long as the exiftence of beings fupe-
rior to man is believed to be either
probable or poffible, the world, :where
it is not ‘enlightened with the knows

ledge
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ledge of the one living and true God,
will always be, as 1t always has beenp,
fuperftitioufly afraid of them. By di-
vefiing the human race of all religion,
1t that were practicable, you might no
oubt free them from {uperftition:
~ven as, by training poor children to
swanight roboery, you might in tume
¢t the better of thofe 1deas of noc-
curnal goblirs thiat may have been im-
j?éﬁlﬁd upon their infancy.  But be-
sre cither expedient be tried, 1t would
sot be amiis to inquire, whether the
cure 1s not worfe than the difeafe, and
vhether the difeafe might not be more
He&ually cured, by teaching the know-
Jedge of truth, and the love of virtue.
—In fa&, with fiiperﬁition,, with hypo-
~ocrifv,  with uncharitable or wrong-

headed
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headed enthufiafin, and with all thofe
other enormities, which infidels charge
cn Chriftianity, in order to vindicate
their diflike of it, Chriftianity is no
more chargeable, and has nothing more
to do, than with houfe-breaking, gam-
bling, blafphemy, atheilm, or witch-
craft. Of this they cannot be ignorant,
if they know any thing at all of the
matter : and of a religion, or of a per-
fon, whereof they. know nothing, mo-
defty requires, that they fhould fay no-
thing; candour at leaft requires, that

-
they {hould {ay nothing abuftve.

INn the ordinary affairs of life, when

2 man has been proved guilty of mif-
take or falfehood, it is expefted, that
he will make an acknowledgment te
thofe:
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thofe who may have been injured by
it; to the publick, 1f the publick have
realon to complain; or to individuals,
1t they only have {uffered by his te.
merity. At any rate, it is expeéted,
thats, 1f he f{hould not have made an
acknowledgment 1n form, he will for
the future be more cautious, and not
~ive additional offence, by repeating
thofe falfechoods whereof he has been
convicted. But if he do neither; if
he perfevere 1n the fame injurious con-
duit, and reiterate his former mifre-
prefentations with as much confidence,
as if, inftead of having been confuted,
they had never been anfwered, and
were indeed unanfwerable ; ‘what fhould
we think of fuch a man? Should we

cxtol him as a pattern of wifdom and
virtue !
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virtte ¢ Or fhould we not rather charge
him with obftinacy and want of can-
dour, fuch as an honeft man would be
athamed of ? Is it fair to examine by
this rule the conduct of infidel writers ?
Or does the merit of having made boolks
againft religion raife them fo high above
all confiderations of rectitude, as to juf-
tify in them what would go near to make
other men infamous ¢

Now, it 1s certain, that {fome late infi-
dcl writers lived to fee many, and per-

haps moft, of their mifreprefentations
and fophiftries fairly expofed, and con-
futed unanfwerably. And what was the
confequence ? Did they acknowledge
their errors, retraét what they had faliely
affirmed, corret their reafonings, or

reform
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reform their principles?  IDid they ex-
prefs any concern for having violated
truth, ridiculed the rehigion of their
country, or infulted the common fenfe
of manl:ind 2 No fuch matter. They
went on publithing and  republifhing
what they had formerly publifhed,
with the fame affurance, as if nothing
ever had been fard, or could be faid,

aonniit 1.
i b

[irrrerTO 1t does hot appear; that
we have any great reafon to compli-

ment thefe unbelievers upon their vir-
tue. Wit and humour they may have,

and  eloquence; and polithed man-
ners, and learning: and -all this the
gambler and thief may bave, as well a5
they, and in as great a degree, And

it
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it is very much the intereft of the thief
and gambler, as well as infidel writer,
that he pofiefs thefe and the like ac-
comphfhments. For, by fixing the
publick attention upon his outfide, they
make 1t the more eafy for him to hide
the difpofitions that lurk within.

But why feek to depreciate the un-
believer’s character by invidious com-
parifons 2 ‘T'he comparifons are, in my
opinion, fair, and not mnvidious: how-
ever I drop them. Admitting then his
behaviour to be 2s decent and regular
as his admirers would have us behlieve,
yet what can we hence infer? Little
more, I apprehend, than that he is at-
tentive to his intereft, and the friend of’
his own caufe. If 1 were to fettle in

I France,
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I'rance, and with to be popular there,
would it be any great merit 1n me, to
comiply with the cuftoms, obcey the
laws, and [peak the language, of that
country ?  Now, the enemies of Chrift
are, in more fcnfes than one, {trangers
and {2journers in the Chriftian world.
[~ policy they did not contrive; its
liws they did not make; its cuftoms,
and the general modes of thinking and
fpeiling that prevail in g, they did not
intre Juce.  All this is as really the work
o Cliriitians, as the language and laws
oi Irance are the work of the French
naticn.  And I prefume it will be ad-
mitted, that, in the Chniftian common-
wealth, the aliens compared with the
citizens are ftill the minority, and but
2 fimall one.  What then would the

unbe-
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unbeliever gain, 1if, in his manners, as
well as opiniens, he were to fet himfelf
in oppofition to the people among whom
he refides? He would gain little popu-
larity, and few profelytes : nay, by thus
explaining and exemplifying his prin-
ciples in his practice, he would difguft
many whom 1t is his ambition to pleafe ;
and make thofe confider him as a dan-
gerous man, who now, from not rightly
underftanding his tenets, may look upon
him as inoffenfive, or at worft as only
whimfical.

He may, for cxaiﬁple, with 1mpu-
nty laugh at the obfervance of the Sab-
bath; or complain of it, which I have
ieard him do, as a grif:f:w}n:)'u*s.~ interrup-
lion to induf’cry; but if he were to

VOL. II. F force
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force his {ervants and cattle to their
cuflomary work on that day, he would
not be a gainer by his fingularity. I
may {peak with contempt of thofe who
baptized him: but were he publickly
to abjure his baptifm, or refufe to ad-
mit his children to that rite, his pro-
{ancnels and obftinacy would not raife
him in the publick efteem. He may
in his books abufe the minilters of
God’s word, and call them, as he has
often done, enthufiafts and hypocrites:
cut were he in the publick itreet to in-
it them with this language, he would
be pointed at as a madman, or a mon-
ter. e may, in a word, think ashe
plcafes; and, in fome nattons, he may
print and publifh what he pleafes: but

violent meafures, and practices directly
oppofite
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oppofite to thofe of the community in
which he lives, would fruftrate every
fcheme of the unbeliever. By good
humour, a winning addrefs, and {uch
infinuation as may ¢ half fhow and half
“ veil his deep intent,” he may work his
way gradually into the hearts of men,
and, in cafe of danger, {ecure an eva-
fion for himf{elf, faying, ¢ Am I not 1n
“ fport ?’——but all at once to throw off
difguife, to make open war on Chrift-
anity, declaring thofe to be fools and
knaves who believe it, and 1n the fight
of 2]l men to trample upon the laws of
his country, whereof tlhie inftitutions of
Jefus form a very confiderable part,

would be equally ruinous to his caufe
and to hiumfelf,

F 2 IIIG‘OB-
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III. Opjecrions have been rafed
againit our religion, from the obicurity

of particular do&rines and pafiages.
But thefe obicurities have by {ome
writers been both multiplied and mag-
aified far beyond the truth.  Father
Simon endeavours to prove, that Scrip-
:ure cannot be underftood without the
traditions of an infallible church: and
it is eafy to fee his motives for fupport-
ing that opinion. But in fact, the ef-
fentials of religion are-intelligible to all
capacities ; cfpecially to all who have
been in any degree improved by Scrip-
tural knowledge : for, without this, |
muft again repeat, that neither Chrift-
lanity, nor its evidences, can €ver be
rightly underftood. And that, in a

thing {o extraordinary as divine reve-
lation,
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lation, there fhould be, as obftrved
already, fome particulars, which in this
imperfect ftate we cannot diftinctly
comprehend, it would furely be reafon-
able to expect; fince we find, that 1m
the other works of God there are in-

numerable appearances that furpafs our
comprchenfion. Nor lefs reafonable is

it to fuppofe, that of an age and coun-
try {o remote as that of the apoftles,
many cuftoms and forms of {peech, oc-
- cafionally alluded to in their writings,
may be now forgotten, or not perfectly
- mtelhgible.

In books too, that exifted fourteen
hundred years before the invention of
printing, it can be no matter of wonder,
that, by the inaccuracy of tranfcrib-

F 3 €IS,
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crs, there may have been introduced
variations, and even corruptions of the
original text. Yet thefe muft have been
inconfiderable ; more {o, perhaps, than
thofe of any other ancient wrntings.
f'or firfi, the tranfcribers of the New
Teftament muft have always engagea
m their work with the 1dea that the
boolk before them was facred; which
would no doubt incline them to be as
attentive as poflible.  Secondly, the
mutual jealoufy of the feveral fects of
Chriftians, who all agreed in appealing
to this book as the ftandard of faith,
would make them examine with pecu-
liar care thofe copies of it that might
be circulated by adverfaries, and be
ready to expofe any inaccuracy where-
ever it fhould appear. And thirdly, on

com-
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comparing the {everal copies and ma-
nulcripts; the many tranflations that
have been made at different times, 1nto
different languages; and the nnume-

rable quotations from holy writ that are
found in the Greek and Latin fathers,
it appears that the {acred text muft
have been 1n all ages very much the
fame. Bentley, whoie {kill in this fort
of learning will not be queftioned, ob-
{erves, that the New Teftament has {uf-
fered lefs injury from the hand of time,
than any profane author. Indeed there
never was any profane author, in whoie
prefervation and purity mankind were
{o deeply interefted, as all the Chriftian
world have been, for thefe {feventeen
hundred years, in afcertaining, and pre-

F 4 ferving
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ferving from corruption or change, the
original records of Chriftianity.

As to the Old Teftament, though it
may have fuffered more than the New,
we have no reafon to think it has {uf-
fered much. It was entrufted to a peo-
nle, who, fatisfied of its divine orign,
were {o religioufly careful of it, as to
number the words, and even the let-
ters, contained in the feveral books;
and who, being alfo divided into feéts,
- ouid be watchful to detect every error
«: tranicription, whether the effect of

lefign or of 1nadvertence.

By the mutual jealoufy of religious
partics, where 1t does not degenerate
o uncharitablenefs, feveral good pur-

poles
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pofes may be anfwered. Being, as 1t
were, {pies cn each other’s conduét,
they reciprocally ftand in awe of each
other: the natural effet of which is
to promote activity, vigilance, and
emulation. And if we are at pains to
cultivate that godlinefs, {obriety, and
charity, which all Chriftians admit to
be indifpenfable; and if we inquire
humbly into the truth, and pray for
grace to difcover 1t, which alfo they all
acknowledge to be their duty; it may
be prefumed, from the goodnefs of our
Creator, and from the different degrees
of underftanding which he has been
picafed to beftow on different men, that
diverfities of opinion 1n {peculative
matters will not be imputed to us.

Hence let all parties learn moderation
and
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and mutual forbearance. ‘That man
muft have a ftrange turn of mind, who
can bring himfelf to believe, that thofe
Chriftians only can be faved, who think
exactly as he does.

In whatever way we employ ourfelves
in this world, 1t feems to be the inten-
tion of Providence that we fhall have
difficulties to encounter: for care, as
Virgill obferves, {timulates the foul, as
inaction renders it lethargick. The
crofs accidents of life make invention,
patience, and fortitude neceflary, to
prevent, to {fupport, and' to overcome
them. Man, born ignorant, mult la-
bour' in the acquifition of knowledge.
His reafon is weak, but 1t 1s 1mprove-
able; and, from a fenfe of its weak-

nefs,
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neis, he feels the neceffity of improv-
ing 1t, by free and fair inquiry into the
nature of thofe things that exercife it.
Obfcurities in philofophy, by forcing
us to attend and inveftigate, roufe the
inventive powers, and ftrengthen both

the underftanding and the memory.

And the obfcurities of religion, far
from being confiderable enough to dif-

courage enquiry, ferve only to awaken
the curiofity of the Chriftian; difpof-
ng him to {earch the Scripture; to
examine his own mind ; to meditate on
the nature, the providence, the word,
and the works of God ; to be humble,
in confideration of his ignorance and
infirmity ; and to implore the aid of
the. Holy Spirit, to guide him into all
ncceffary truth. Are thefe exercifes

detri-
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detrimental to human nature? Ar
they not in the higheft degree bene- \

cial? Let not then the obfcurities of -
particular paffages and doctrines be ob- :.
jeéted to the religion of the New Teft-

ament. When fairly flated, they will
be found rather to add to its evidence, -

At leaft they prove it to be exally
{imilar to the other works of the fame |

oreat and good Being, who, by the
conftitution of every thing here below,
plainly fhows, that our prefent ftateisa
ftate of trial.

T'HESE remarks may fuggeft an an- !
{wer to what has been objelted to our |
religion by thofe, who wonder, that, !

after having been preached feventeen
hundred years in the moft enlightened

9 parts
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parts of the world, it fhould ftill need

interpretation, and give {cope to the
labours of the critick, tranflator, and
antiquary. ‘To him, who has ftudied
the analogies of nature, this can be no
matter of wonder. In the other works
of God we are continually making new
difcoveries ; without forefeeing any end
to human refearch, or any period that
promifes complete gratification to hu-
man curiofity. This having been the cafe
in all paft ages, and all other {ciences, we
may reafonably conclude that it will be
foin every age to come ; and that the
contemplation of the divine goodnefs
and wifdom, as difplayed in the works
of creation and providence, may fur-
nith delightful employment, even for
eternity.  For an Almighty Creator may

make
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make his works of infinite extent, if he
pleafes; and to a limited underftanding
the examination of that which 1s infinite

can never come to an end.

IEvEry day we have {omething to
do; if we had not, we fhould be m-
{crable. Every art and fcience admits
of improvement ; if 1t did not, the hu-
man mind would languith 1n 1dlenef,
human laubour would no longer be
amufing, and the fpirit of enterprife,
and the viciflitudes of hope and fear,
would be no more; a ftate of things
¢qually inconfiftent with the virtue and
the happinefs of fuch a creature as
man. The eflentital dotrines of our
religion, like the practigal and moft ne-
ceflary parts of agriculture, medicine,

navl-
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navigation, and other f{ciences, are

within the reach of every mind, who is
willing to be inftruéted. And yet, in
our religion, as inthe arts and {ciences,

there ftill is, and probably will continue
to be, room for inquiry, and need of il-
luftration : and he who humbly inquires,
with a fincere defire to know the truth,
and do good by explaining it, will ever
have reafon to rejoice in his labour, as
contributing no lefs to his own happi-
nefs and virtue, than to that of mankind.
To which let me add, with refpeét to
thole who employ themf{elves in 1lluftrat-
ing theological truth, that, as long as

men are liable to miftake, and of differ-
ent capacities, the penetration of one
may be ufeful in correcting the inaccu-
racy of another.

IV. Some

f
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IV. SoMmEe are at a lofs to reconcje
the infpiration of the evangelifts with
thofe particulars wherein their gofpels
feem to differ from one another.  They
do not all record the fame things, nor
do they all relate the fame events in
the fame manner. The differences are
indeed minute ; but they are percep-
tible. How could this be, if the hifto-
rians were infpired ¢ The following an-
fwer to this ‘query is fubmitted to the

reader.

SocraTEs long ago obferved, that
man has no need of fupernatural in-
formation. -concerning thofe things
which his natural faculties are alone
fufficient to difcover. T o cnable the

apoftles to comprehend all evangelical
truth,
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truth, fupernatural hght was neccfiry.
Their Mafter accordingly promifed 1z,
and on the day of Pentecoft, cr foon
after, they received it. I fay, or foon
ofter, becaufe, fublequent to the de-
fcent of the Holy Spirit on that day,
2 particular revelation, relating to the
converfion of the Gentiles, was made
to Peter, and the whole {cheme of the
oofpel, as well as its miraculous gifts
and graces, communicated to Paul by
immediate infpiration. After this we
find, that in their dof7rine they lay
claim to nfalhibility 1n pretty f{trong
terms. On {fome extraordinary emer-
cencies too, in the couwrfe of their mi-
mitry, as in the cafe of their being ar-
raigned before kings and rulers, it

was promifed, that they fhould receive
VOL, II. G ald
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aid from heaven in making their de-

fcnce.

Bur infpiration was not neceflary
to enable them to {ee and hear; orto
teach them how to conduét themfelves
i the common bufinefs of life.  After
their converfijon, we have no reafon to
think, that John was a more expert
iherman, or Luke a more fkilful phy-
ician, than before.  As hifltorans,
(herefore, they need not, I prefume,
Lo confidered in any other light, than
‘hat of honeit men, recording what
they faw and heard, and had examined,
-nd were competent judges of, and
Jeeply interefted in: for, on this fup-
bofition, their teftimony 1s fully {ufh-
sient to eftablith the truth of the got-

pel.
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pel. And this may account for their
not all recording the fame things, nor
defcribing the {fame events 1n exadtly
the fame way.

Ir John, for example, faw his Mafter

do, or heard him fay, what Matthew
did not {fee or hear, which might have
happened 1ir a hundred inftances, it

was equally natural, for the former to
record, and for the latter not to record

it. And if Matthew and Mark, fup-

pofed to have been {pectators of the
cructixion, were fo ftationed in the

crowd, as to hear the one robber re-
vile their dying Lord, and to fee the
other move his lips, but without hear-
ing what he faid, it was not unnatural
for them to conclude, as the combina-

G 2 tion
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tion againft him {eemed now to be up;.
verfal, that both the robbers reviled
him ; which yet Luke, or fome other
perfon from whom Iluke received his
information, might, by being more ad-
vantageoufly fituated, and hearing. the

words of the penitent robber, know to
be true of only one of them. At any
rate, we may with confidence affirm,
that 1f the evangelifts had been to m-
vent a fable, and obtrude it on the
world for truth, they would have taken
care that there fhould be no {uch dif-
ference 1n their teftimonies, as there

confefledly 1s in this inftance: which,
howcever, 1s not fo important, as either
to detrat from the veracity of the hif-
torians, or throw any blemifh on the

purity of the gofpel.
4. THE
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Tue {fame thing may be {aid of our
Lord’s genealogy, as 1t 1s differently
ftated by Matthew and Luke. If either
account had been falle, both would not
have exifted. Both therefore are true ;
and may be reconciled, by f{uppofing
the one to be the gencalogy of his
mother, and the other that of his re-
puted father. In the moft material ar-
ticles they agree ; namely, that he was
defcended from Abraham, and of the
family of David. And it is impofifible
t0 1magine any motive, that could in-
duce either Luke or Matthew to mii-
reprefent the fubfequent articles; as
among a people fo curious In genea-
logy as the Jews were, the error might
be fo eafily found out,

G 3 WHEN
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Whaen the matter inquired into i
very complex, an exact coincidence i
the teftimony of witneffes 1s not ex-
pecled.  Let them be ever {o attentive
and candid, they could not have ftood
all in the fame place, nor confequently
have taken notice of the very {ame par-
ticulars without variation. Of fome
forts of faéts, tco, the memory of fome
men 1s more tenacious than that of
others. One remembers beft what he
faw, another what he heard: one at-
tends to the conneétion of events with
their effeéts and caufes; another ra-
ther confiders them feparately, and as
cach cvent is in itfelf. Hence, as for-
merly obferved, fome diverfities in what
they declare, concerning circumftances

of little moment, would convey a fa-
vourable
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vourable opinion of the veracity of wit-
nefles : whereas a perfeft famcnefs of
declaration might, 1n the cafe {fuppofed,
breed {ufpicion of a preconcerted plan.

BuT though, after the defcent of the
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecoft, the
apoftles laid claim to infallibility of doc-
trine, they never gave out that their
whole conduft was ynder the guidance
of infpiration. ‘They were indeed holy
men; but fhll they were men; and,
as fuch, liable both to fins of infir-
mity, which they humbly acknowledge,
and from which they affirm that no
man is free, and alfo to error, not in
doftrine indeed, but in thofe matters
of lefs moment, in which they had no-
thing but their own rcafon to direct

G 4 them.
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iem. bt we fay we have no fin,’ fays 5.
John, ¢ we deceive ourfclves, and the
¢ truth1s notinus.” ¢ We are men of
¢ hle paffions with you,” {aid Paul and
Lurnabas, when the people of Lyftria
were prepating to pay them divine ho-
nours.  And here, let me afk in pafling,
whether thiefe two apoftles, if they
hied been mmpoftors, or withed to gain
vindue infiuence over the minds of men,
waould have been fo zealous in refufing
theic honours, and {o anxious to con-
~ort that people from idolatry. And
't me afk further, with refpect to the

A

apolides 1n general, whether, 1if am-
{>ition, or vanity, or any other principle
('ian tne love of truth, had been the
morive of their conduét, they would fo
ntormly, and wich {fuch folemnity of

pro-
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proteftation, have afcribed all the glory
of their miracles and doétrine, not

to themfclves, but to their crucified
Lord.

AND now, if I have rightly ftated the
nature of their infpiration, can it ap-
pear {trange, or in any refpect deroga-
tory from the charatter of the apoftles
and evangelifts, that Paul and Barna-
bas thould differ in opinion, concern-
ing the propriety of taking John fur-
named Mark along with them: that
this John fhould have been fufpelted
of a temporary neglect of duty *: that
Peter and Paul, though men of diftin-
guithed fortitude, fhould on one or

® Afts xv. 37—40.
two,
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two occafions have been {cized with a
momentary fit of fear; or that the
former apoftle fhould have been re-
proved by the latter, for an 1nconfift-
ency of condudt, owing to his having

been, in one particular cafe, too indul-
gent to certain prejudices of his Jewifh
countrymen * :—a principle very na-
tural 1 1tlelf, efpecially to a warm-
hearted affetionate man like Peter, and
in ordinary cafes not very blameable?
Ail this might have appeared ftrange,
if the apoftles had ever pretended that
their condudt was as blamelefs as their
doctrines But they modeftly declared

it was not. Does this invalidate
their teftimony ? Does it not, on the

® Galat. 11, 11.
con-
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contrary, do honour to their candour,
and prove them to have been equally
incapable of deceit and of oftentation ?

V. CHRISTIANITY, it has been faid,
1s a religion fo 1ll adapted to this world,
that it 1s 1mpoffible to live here, as
people muft do, and yet comply with
the ftrictnefs of its morality.—I admit,
that human affairs are too often con-
du€ted on principles very different
from thofe of Jefus; that the man who
fets his affettions on this world, and
refolves to act accordingly, will not
find encouragement in the gofpel; and
that to the voluptuous, the ignorant,
and the thoughtlefs part of mankind,
the behaviour of a fincere Chriftian
may fometimes appear not a little fin-

| gular,
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cular. Nor can this feem wonderfy]
to thofe who confider, that our Lord
came into the world, to teach men,
ot how to become rich, renowned, or
great, but how to prepare themfelves
for eternity. But though the principles
of Chnftian and of worldly policy are
too often nconfiftent, it does not fol-
low, that they are neceffarily fo, or that
they ought to be {fo. Human affairs,
conducted on  Chriftian  principles,
would transform this world, which,
rotwithftandinz  all that human laws

can do, 1s a very confufed fcene, into
an clylium of rightcoufnefs and peace.

Ovr religion prohibits all injuftice,
contention, covetoulnefs, pride, re-

venge, turbulence, hatred, and difcon-
ent,;
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tent ; and all pleafures, paffions, and
purpofes, that tend to debafe the foul,
or moleft our neighbours. It enjoins
compaffion, liberality, and faithfulnefs ;
and declares, that no other virtue can
make amends for the want of that be-
nevolence or charity, ¢ which fuffereth
‘ long and 1s kind, envieth not, vaunt-
¢ eth not itfelf, is not puffed up, doth
“ not behave itfelf unfeemly, feeketh
“ not its own, 1s not eafily provoked,
‘ thinketh no ewvil, rejoiceth not in ini-
‘ quity, but rejoiceth in the truth*.’
What is there in this charity, that tends
to mnterrupt the bufinefs or innocent
comforts of life, or the profperity of
nattons ! The injurious man, and the

® 1 Cor, xin.
{fenfual,
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{fenfual, the proud, the covetous, and
the heard-hearted, may objelt to the
morality of the golpel, as the cheat and
ccbber may to the laws of the land, as
unrcajonably fevere : but the juft, the
inteilizent, the good-natured, and the
fober-minded, will ever be of a differ-
cnt opinion.  Thofe devout and gene-
tcus  affeétions, that continually pre-
vall 11 the breaft of a true Chriftian,
re 1 themfelves exquilitely delightful ;
- ndd, anftead of leflening other 1nnocent
Jeatures, cannot fail to increafe, en-
soble, and refine them.,

T uEe gofpel, fay fome, does no where
recommend patriotifm, or the love of
our country ; that fublime virtue, fo

highly
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Lhighly celebrated by the Greeks and
Romans, which gives elevation to the
human foul, and has produced fo many
great charaCters and gallant deeds.—
[t 1s true, that a Chriftian’s principles
make him a citizen of the world; by
declaring it to be his duty to with well,
and, as he has opportunity, to do good
to all men, whatever be their religion,
or country. And 1t is alfo true, that
patriotifm, when 1t divefts a man of
Chriftian benevolence, and makes him
indifferent to the welfare of the ftranger
and the alien, ceafes to be a virtue,
and beccmes a {urly, favage, and
felfith thing. What fhould we think of
the clown, who would refufe to take

concern in human affairs, except within
the precinéts of his own parifh? In

the
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the cye of the Chriftian philofopher,
that perfon is equally cenfurable, for
his narrow views, and want of huma-
nity, who 1s 1ntereifted for his own
country only, or who, 1n order to raife
it, v .uld pull others down. Patriotiim
1s parcly a felfifh, and partly a generous
principle.  Whatever 1s {elfith in it
Chriftianity difcountenances 3 whatever

is QeNerous 1t recommends.

A rawrTiarity n favour of thole
who denend on us, who are related to
as by blood or by friendfthip, and who
worfhip the fame God and Saviour
whom we worfhip, as 1t 1s natusal to
mai, 1s alfo fuitable to the Ipiric of the
cofpel. Our Lord commanded his

apoftks to make the firlt offers of fal-
vation
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vation to their countrymen the Jews:
and he himfelf, forefeeing the ruin of
his country, addrefled Jerufalem in the
moft pathetick ftrains of affeétion, and

wept over it. ¢ If any provide not for
¢ his own,’ fays the apoftle, ¢ efpecially
¢ for thofe of his own houfe, he hath
¢ dented the faith, and is worfe than an
* infidel.” ¢ As we have opportunity,’
fays he in another place, ¢ let us do
‘ good unto all men, efpecially unto

“ them that are of the houfehold of
“ faith.’

Our Saviour gracioufly forbids ex-
ceflive anxiety * with regard to the
cventes

® Matth. vi. 2§—34. 'That phrafe in our
verfion, take no thought, does not now give the

VOL. LI, H . meaning
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events of life, and the good things of
this world : but his religion, as well a
that of Mofes, 1s moft unfriendly to
indolence ; and his apoftles recom-
mended induftry, both by precept, and
by example. Nay, there 1s reafon to
think that he himfelf had laboured
with his own hands in his reputed fi-
ther’s profeffion: for otherwife his
townfmen would not have called him
the carpenter. He prohibits revenge

and contention, but not {elf-defence;

meanine of the Greek term. But, as an apo-
logy for the tranflators, it may be obferved,
that, in the Englifh of their time, thought was

fometimes ufed to exprefs great "anxiety, or

{olicitude. Bacon, in his Hiftory of Henry VIL
fpeaks of a man, who died with thought and an-

ng)n
1 and
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and this no lawgiver ever found it ne-
ceflary to enjoin, as the inftinéts of our
nature, and the well-being of {fociety,

render 1t indifpenfable. And though,
with refpect to injury, the firft difciples
were commanded to be paffive ; as we
all are, to forbear, and forgive : yet he
sllowed them to fpeak in their own vin-
dication, and even promifed {upernatu-
ral aid, when they fhould be obliged to
~ do fo. '

W AR cannot fuit the genius of a re-
ligion, whofe end 1s peace : but what
then ¢ If wars were to ceafe through-
~out the world, would fociety be lefs
comfortable than it i1s, or any nation
lefs flourithing ?  All mankind fpeak of
~war as a calamity. But war, it will
H 2 be
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be urged, 1s unavoidable. Perhaps &
may be fo: and when it is, that reli
glon furely cannot be faid to forbid i
which permits felf-defence, and enjoins
fubmiffion to government. There is
no oppofition between the charater of
a good Chriftian and that of a vaiiant
foldier.  Military merit 1s celebrated
with high encomiums in the Old Tefta-
ment.  In the New, foldiers are often
'polen of with honour, and feveral de-
vout ones are particularly mentioned.
Gur Lord praifed the faith of the cen-
surion whofe fervant he healed ; inti-
mating that he was in the way of fal-
vation. When the centurion Corne-
lius was baptifed by Peter, he was nei-
ther blamed for having followed that

employment, nor defired to relinquih
it
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it. The advice given by John the Bap-
it to the {oldiers was (not to throw
away their arms, and cultivate the arts
of peace, but) to be inoftenf{ive 1n their
behaviour, and content with their
wages. And when the Ephefians are
defired to ¢take unto them the whole
« armour of God, the breaft-plate of
¢ richteoufnefs, the fhield of faith, the
¢ helmet of falvation, and the fword of
¢ the {pirit,” thefe, with fnany other
fcriptural allufions of a like nature,
are honourable to the military profef-
fion. In falt, there are few profeffions
in life, that may give fcope to fo many
Chriftian virtues. In him who merits
the charaCter of a good {foldier, we
expet to find modefty, moderation,
gentlenefs, patience, clemency, and

H 3 fimple
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fimple manners; and they, who have
been much 1n the world, muft have met
with many inftances to warrant this ex-

pectation.

Bur friendfhip, the fource of fo
many comforts, and without which Lfe
would {ocn become a burden, 1s no-
where mentioned in the New Tefta-
ment as a Chriftian virtue.  This has
by fome been thought an objeltion to
the morality of the gofpel, as well asa
proch of s unfuitablencls to the gene-
val tenor of human affairs.  But Shattel-
bury, who I think was thé firft that
ftarted this cavil, might have been alk-
cd, from which of his admired ancients
he had learned, that fendfhip is a
virtue ? Cicero, who wrote an elegant

book
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book on the fubje&t, would not have
taught him fo: for between friendfhip
and virtue he diftinguifthes, when he
fays, 1n the conclufion of the book,

that wvirtue 185 more excellent thih
friendfhip, and that it i1s virtue which

makes friendfhip, and preferves it.
Nor 1s Ariftotle pofitive on this head ;
though he owns that friendthip and vir-
tue are connelted. And foindeed they
are ; as the one may give occafion to
the other ; even as partnerfhip in trade
may give rife to fidelity and induf-
try, or fidelity and induftry to a bond
of partnerthip. But though fidelity
and induftry are virtues, partnerfhip is
not a virtué ; nor i§ any trader praifed
for having partners, or blamed for
not having them. And to be without

H 4 friends,
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friends, when it 1s owing to no mil
condu&t of ours, 1s a very great mif-
fortune indeed; but no rational being
cver thought of calling it a faule. Al

the wirtues conneéted with friendfhip,
all the duties that one friend owes
another, are in Scripture enjoined by
precept, and {fet 1n the moit engaging
hght by example. Wherein, then, Is
Scripture deficient  with refpect to
friendfhip ¢ In this only, that 1t con-
tains no {uch precept as the following :

And thou fhalt make choice of a cer-

tain perfon, or of certain perions, be-
< caufc he is, or they are, agreeable to
< thee ; and thou fhalt love him, or
¢« them, more than others; and thou
¢ {halt, moreover, make him or them

¢ Jove thee in like manner.” Would
not
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not this be charming legiflation ? Would
it not prove the lawgiver to be pro-
foundly fkilled in the nature of man,
and of human affairs ¢ Yet fuch, in the
cafe before us, {eems to have been the

(kill, and fuch the penetration, of the
author of Charatterifticks.

In a word; if temperance, piety,
and focial love ;- if meeknefs, integrity,
and mercy ; if a difpofition to be quiet
and mind our own bufinefs; i1f to ab-
ftain from evil, and fupprefs every in-
jurious purpofe, be beneficial to man,
and tend both to private and to publick
good ; it follows that our religion 1s,”
even for this world, the beft policy s
and that the diforders we fee around us

are owing, not to Chriftianity, but to
the



120 OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

the prevalence of unchriftian praice,
and artichriftian principles.  So that to
think of 1mproving human aflairs by
taking off the reftraints of Chriftian
morality, 1s not lefs abfurd, than to pro-
pofe to improve commerce by a repeal
of the laws that prohibit forgery and

rheft.

VI. Bur is not the world as wicked
now, as it was in the days of paganifm?
And did not ancient times produce as
orcat men, as any of thofe who have
dittinguithed themfelves in thefe latter
ages ! What mighty benefit, then, m
refpet either of manners or of - policy,

have mankind derived from the Chrnift-
1an rebigion?

T HOUGH
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TuoucH the two former queftions
were to be anfwered in the affirmative,
it would not weaken the evidence of
the gofpel. 'The firft preachers of 1t
never faid, that the great ends pto-
pofed by it would be accomplifhed 1m-
mediately, or even foon; or that every
one ¢ who fhould name the name of
¢ Chrift would depart from iniquity.’
On the contrary, they {poke {o often
and fo particularly, of the corruption
of latter ages, that we cannot doubt of
their having forefeen it. If even of
the twelve, who were chofen by our
Lord himfelf, ¢ one was a devil,’ of
what other Chriftian fociety could it
be expefted, that all the members
would ¢ adorn the doétrine of God our.
“ Saviour 1n all things?” As long as

we
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we are 1n a {tate of tnial, there muft be
evils, both phyfical and moral, to ex-
ercife our virtue; as long as we are
falitble, our wvirtue muft be tainted
with imperfections, and our knowledge
with error; and, as long as repentance
and faith are Chriftian duties, man will
be a finful creature, and expofed to
various temptations, from the example
of the wicked, the corruption of his
own heart, and the fophiftry of the
unbeliever. Every thing in our religion
has a reference to a future hfe.  Of i1ts
importance, therefore, to the virtue
and happinefs of mankind, it 1s not
poffible for us to be competent judges,
till hereafter our faith be loft in vifion,
our trial at an end, and our minds ex-
panded fo as to take in the whole

extent
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extent of this wonderful difpenfation,
in all 1ts tendencies and confe-

quences.

MEANWHILE, however, we know
enough both of Chriftianity and of
human nature, to fee that mankind
are in many refpets mmproved by the
religion of Jefus. To ftate an exact
comparifon between Chriftian and pa-
gan manners, 1s indeed impofiible.
We are not 1gnorant of the vices of
our own times: but who will pretend
to compute the probable amount of
Chriftian virtue ; whereof it is the
charater, " rather to fhrink from pub-
lick view, than difplay itlelf to the
world? And of the crimes and virtues

of the heathen we know little but what
1S



1s recorded 1in their hiftories, or al-
luded to in their other writings.

1. Wit refpect to the matter now
before us, the firft queftion ought to be
{tated thus: Whether we have not
reafon to think, that mankind are up-
on the whole wifer and happier than
they would have been, 1f the Holy
Scriptures had never exifted? Let him
who 1s at a lofs for an anfwer compare
the theology, and the morality, of
Chrilt and Mofes, with that of thofe
nations, who never had any opportu-
nity of deriving knowledge from thofe
oreat fources of wifdom, the Old and
New Teltaments.

WEe mult with fthame and {orrow

confefs, that many who are called
Chrif-
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Chriftians are a difgraceto their reli-
gion; nay, I am afraid, that one
might without breach of charity ad-
mit, that many of them are as defpe-
rately wicked, as any barbarian or
pagan that can be named. But this
cannot be imputed to a religion, which
they neither obey nor believe, nor wifh
to underftand ; to a religion, that de-
nounces ¢ tribulation and anguifh upon
¢ every foul of man who does evil)
and promifes ¢ glory, honour, and
¢ peace, to every man that worketh
« good.” Becaufe the beft things may
be abufed or defpifed by thofe who
are unworthy of them, does it follow,
that the beft things are evil or infig-
nificant ¢ Or, if a man’s appetite were
{o depraved as to feed on nothing but

noxious
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noxious weeds, would that be any ob.
jection to the ulcefulnefs of corn, or of
agriculture ?

Or thofe who worfhip the living and
true God, 1s not the condition prefer-
able to that of him who trembles be-
fore the thrine of devils, and idols,
of {tocks, ftones, and wvegetables, of
brutes, moenfters, and vermin? In this

refpeét, 1s not the fuperiority of the
Chriftian over the pagan almoft, if not

altorr{:ther, as great, as that of a man
over a beait ? And let 1t never be for-
cgotten, that if 1t had not been for Jefus
Chrift and Mofes, and the divine good-
nels manifefted i1n them, the whole
world would at this day have been bar-
barous, or pagan, or both, and likely

fo
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to continue {o long as there were
men upon the earth.

In this argument it is not neceflary
to advert to the conditon of favages,
cannibals, and the worft fort of bar-
barians. He who can look upon {uch
mifery without compaffion and horror,
or without a due fenfe of the bleflings
dertved from Chriftianity and civilized
manners, muft be equally deftitute of
humanity and of reafon. But may not
the wifdom and virtue of the ancient
Greeks and Romans, in their moft ci-
vilized {tate, bear a comparifon with

the manners and ' literature of the
Chriftian world ?

VOL. II. In
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I~ forae refpeéts they may, 1n others
they cannot.  For example, 1t will not
Le pretended, thaty, in any Chriftian
country, a father may either adopt his
new-born infant (if I may ufe the ex-
preffion), or abandon it to famine and
ealts of prey ;——that the maffacre of
Naves 1s part of a funcral folemnity in
honour of great men deceafed ;—that

horrid obfcenities form any part of re-
licious worfhip ;—that the moft unna-
-ural crimes are not only practifed with-
su: {hame, but celebrated by poets,
and coolly mentioned as cuftomary
things, even by the greateft writers ;—
that, to gratity an ambitious profligate,
noffenfive nations are invaded, en-

laved, or exterminated ;—that, for the
amufe-
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amufement of a few young foldiers,
two or three thoufand poor unarmed
and innocent men may be murdered
in one night, with the connivance,
nay and by th& authority, of the law;
—that the moft worthlefs tyrants are
flattered with divine honours when
alive, and worfhipped as Gods when
dead ; —that prifoners of war are en-
flaved, or impaled, or crucified, for
having fought 1in defence of their
country, and in obedience to their
lawful  rulers ;—that captive Kkings
and nations are publickly infulted
by their conquerors, in thofe barba-
rous folemnities which of old were
called triumphs; —that men are
trained up for the purpofe of cutting
one another to pieces, by thoufands

) and



;30  OBJLCTIONS ANSWILRED.

and ten thoufands in a month*, for
the diverfion of the publick j~—that, as
the father of gods and men, a king of
Crete 1s worfhipped, whom even his
worfhippers believe to have been guilty
of innumerable crimes of the moft in-
famous naturc; whtle, among the other
objets of divine worfhip are to be
reclkoned thieves, drunkards, harlots,
ruffians; to fay nothing of thofe un-
derling idols, whofe fundiions and at-
rributes it 15 not decent e¢ven to hame.
—~-'1"hey, who are ever {o little acquaint-
¢ed with ancient Greece and Rome,
know that I allude, not to the depravi-

# Linfius afiirms, (Stat. b. 1. c. 12.) that
the cladiatorial fhows fometimes coft Europe
twensvy or .thirty thoufand lives in a month;
and tl:at not only the men, but even the wo-
r.cn, of all ranks, were paflionately fond of ‘thefe

.o Sce Bifhop Porteus, Sermon xiu.
tics
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ties of individuals only, but to the
avowed opinions, and fafthionable prac-
tice, of thofe celebrated nations, Surely,
modern manners, cenfurable as we con-
fefs them to be in {fo many refpeéts, are
requlated 1n the Chriftian world, by
principles very different. And were they
in all refpects regulated, as they ought
to be, by the pure principles of the
gofpel, we need not hefitate to afhrm,
that the virtue of Chriftians would as
far tranfcend that of the Greeks and
Romans, as the arts and literature of
England furpafs thole of New Zealand,
or the land of Hottentots.

THis affirmation 1s warranted by
what we fee of the influence of the
gofpel among thofe who believe -and

I 3 obey
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obcy 1t; whofe numbers, though far
fhort of what they ought to be, are by
no means inconfiderable. And 1t 15
{l1ll further warranted by what we know
of the firft Chriftians; to whom the
gofpel was preached in 1ts primitive
fimplicity ; who believed 1t with full
~{lurance of faith ; and whofe manners
were accordingly pure and perfelt to a
dearee, which, as an elegant author ob-
ferves, it is almoft as difficult for us to

conceive as to imitate.

A~ p is 1t not infinitely to the honour
of our religion, that the more firmly it
1s belicved, and the lefs it 1s corrupted
by human invention, the more powerful
it is in improvinc and purifying the
human foul 7 Does not this fhow it to

b¢
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be {fomething fuperior to all human con-
trivance ¢ Does not this prove, how
wifely it 1s adapted to its end, namely,
to the purpofe of renewing our nature,
and raifing it again to that felicity which
was forfeited by the fall ? Is this either
the end, or the tendency, of any other
religion, or of any other fyftem of opi-
nions, that ever appeared 1n the world 2

WHEN, a few centuries after the
apoftolick age, partly by the craft of
man, and partly by circumftances pe-
culiar to times of ignorance and trouble,
this religion came to be almoft effaced
by {uperftition, it then loft its fantti-
fying influence; “and furious paffions,
unjuftifiable wars, and horrid mafiacres,
difgraced Europe. Was this owing to

14 Chrifti-
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Chriftianity ? No; 1t was owing to
the want of it. But the revival of
learning haftened forward the Reform-
ation, as the Reformation promoted
the advancement of learning; the

Scripture was ftudied, and Chriftianity
was again underftood. And though
its influence 1s ftill unhappily counter-
acted by various caufes; by the malig-
nity of the infidel, by the blind zeal of
the enthufiaft, by the errors of human
policy, and by the lamentable depra-
vity of the human heart; yet has it dif-
fufed through the moft enlightened
nations a generofity and gentlenefs of
manners unknown to paganifm; and,
in particular, co-operated with fome
other caufes 1n' transforming war, that
neceflary evil, into a fyftem of hoftility,
which,
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which, compared with the rancour and
ravage of former wars, may almoft be
called, 1n the language of Milton, ¢ a
¢ civil game.’

WHEN modern infidels objz& to our
religion, that it has been the caufe of
maflacre and perfecution, 1t 1s enough
for the believer, after ftating the falt
juft now mentioned, to refer them to
the New Teltament; and defire them,
if they can, to produce from it a {ingle
paflage, that gives countenance to per-
fecution or maffacre. If they can find

none; if, on the contrary, it be found,
that our Saviour and his apoftles inva-
riably recommend, and by the moft
awful fan&ions enjoin, compafiion, juf-
tice, forbearance, forgivenefs, meek-

nefs,
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ncfs, mercy, and charity, declaring,
that without thefe virtues men are not
Chriftians, be their profeflions what
they will ; furely candour ought to in-
cline the adverfary to impute the evils
complained of, not to our rchgion, but
to the depravity or folly of thofe
wretched men, who have corrupted or
difguifed 1t by unwarrantable addi-
rions and mifreprefentations ; or who,
knowing the power of religion over
the human hearr, have made ufe of its
enerable name for the more effectual
accomplithment of their own ambi-
tious, fenfual, or {anguinary purpofes®.
Is the phyfician’s prefcription to be
Ohlamed, becaufe they who adminiftered,

* See Bifhop Porteus, Sermon xil.
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or who {wallowed, the ctaurrht have

thought proper to mix 1t with noxious
ingredients of their own contrivance ?

Or, while all our {fenfes bear teftimony
to its purity, is the fountain te be uns
dervalued, becaufe men may have been
fo unwife, or fo wicked, as to pollute
the ftiream? As long as we have the

means of knowing the genuine doltrine
of the gofpel, thatis, as long as the

New Teftament remains, it is not lefs
repugnant to every idea of juftice or
candour to 1mpute to Chniftianity the
evil deeds of thofe who profefs it, than
it would be to upbraid a pious and
prudent father with the difobedience
of a profligate {on, or to arraign a good
fovereign for the crimes of a rebellious
fubjett.

2. WHAT |
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2. Waar the {fecond objection
jtates, concerning the great men of
racan antiquity, I am not {olicitous to
-ontrovert.  The abuities difplayed ty
tome of thofe commanders, orators,
hiftorians, poets, ftatuaries, and archi-
rCts, were, I confefs, very great; and,
nerhaps, have not been excelled or
cqualled fince their time. But this af-
fufls not the prefent argument. A
Chriftian may be a great man, and his
rcligion will in many cafes help to make
him truly fe: but Chnift and his apoi-
tles taught, and {fuffered, and died,
not to make men renowned 1n this
world, but to raife them to glory, ho-

nour, and immortality, in that which 1s
to -come. ‘The perfons, on whom' he

prenounced benediction, were, not the
learned,
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Jearned, the ingenious, or the mighty,
but the poor in f{pirit, the pure in
heart, the meek, the merciful, the pe-
nitent, and the lovers of righteoufnels
and peace. To the heathen moralift
and his difciple, whofe views did not
reach beyond the prefent life, 1t might
be a very interefting matter to know
by what means a man may fo diftin-
guith himfelf as to be admired by his
fellow-citizens: but to the Chrifhan,
whofe fupreme concern 1t is to pleafe
God, and whofe views extend forward

to eternity, this is but a trivial confi-
deration.

VII. By fome well-meaning but
weak minds, and by fome of a dif-

ferent charaer, who were vain of their:
philofophy,
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philofop:hy, the apparent infignificance
of the human race may have been
thought to leflen the credibility of the
Chriftian religion.  Compared to the
extent of our folar fyftem, this earth is
but a point; and the folar fyftem it-
{clf, compared to the univerfe, may be
littie more. How then, fay they, 151t
pofiibie to 1magine, that fuch creatures
2s we are can be of 1o great import-
ance, as that the Deity fhould {end his
Son, accompanted with {o many difplays
ol divine pover, mto this hitle world, to
inflruét us by his doctrine and example,
and dic on a crofs to accomplifh our fal-
vation !

T r1s is indeed an aftonifhing proof
of the gooanefs of the great Creator,
I and
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and of the condefcenfion of chat glo-
rious Perfon, who, for our fake, will-
ingly {fubmitted to {fuch debafement.
But the infinite goodnefs and power of
God, though {urpafling all comprehen-
fion, cannot exceed the belief of thofe
who know, that he, in order to com-
municate felicity, created this bound-
lefs univerfe, with all the varieties of
being 1t contains; whom he conti-
nually fupports and governs, and with
every individual of whom he is conti-
nually prefent. The objeét may be too
vaft for any intelligence that is fthort of
infinite : but to Him who fees all
things, and can do all things, who
had no beginning, and can have no
end, all this muft be ealy; incom-
parably eafier indeed, than it is for a

father
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father to take care of his child, or for
a generous friend to relieve his indi-
gent neighbour.  God’s difpenfations
with refpect to man may reafonably
enough overwhelm us with gratitude
and adoration, and with a moft humi-
liating fenfe of our own unworthinefs;
but let us take care that they do not
raife within us an evil {pirit of unbe-
lief: which they will not do, unlefs
we have the inexcufable temerity to
judge of him by ourfelves; 'and to in-
tcr, becaufe our goodnels is nothing,
that his cannot be perfect; and, be-
caufe we are ignorant and weak, - that
ke cannot be omnifcient and almighty.
Icar lefs abfurd would it be, for the un-

lettered peafant to deny the pof'iblhtyl
of calculating eclipfes; for the blind
Lo
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to behlieve, that becaufe they cannot
fee, there 1s none elfe who can; and
for the poor to conclude, becaufe they
cannot relieve themfelves, that it is not
in the power of generofity to relieve

them.

GREAT extent 1s a thing fo ftriking
to our imagination, that fometimes, in
the moment of forgetfulnefs, we are
apt to think nothing can be important
but what 1s of vaft ‘corporeal magnitude.
And yet, even to our apprehenfion, when
we are willing to be rational, how much
more {ublime and more interefting an
objet is a mind like that of Newton,
than the unwieldy force and brutal
ftupidity of fuch a monfter as the poets
defcribe Polyphemus * Who, that had

VOL. II. K it
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it in his power, would {cruple to de-
ftroy a whale, 1n order to preferve a
child 2 Nay, when compared with the
happinefs of one immortal mind, the
oreateft imaginable accumulation of
inanumate  fubftance muil appear an
infigunificant thing. < It we confider,
fiys Bentley, ¢ the dignity of an intel-
< ligent being, and put thatin the {cale
« againft brute and inanimate matter,
we may affirm, without overvaluing

¢ human nature, that the foul of one
¢ yirtuous man 1s of greater worth and
¢ excellency, than the {un and his pla-
¢ nets, and all the ftarsin the world.” Let
us not then make bulk the {tandard of
value ; or judge of the importance of
man from the weight of his body, or
Y from
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from the fize or f{ituation of the planet
chat is now his place of abode.

Ovur Saviour, as 1f to obwviate ob-
je@ions of this nature, exprefles moft
acmphatically the {uperintending care of
Providence, when he teaches, that it is
God who adorns the grafs of the field,
that without him a fparrow falls not on
the ground, and that even the hairs of
our head are numbered. Yet this is
no exaggeration; but muft, if God
is omnifcient and almighty, be literally
true. By a ftupendous exuberance of
animal, vegetable, and mineral produc-
tion, and by an apparatus ftill more

ftupendous (if that were pofifible) for
the diftribution of light and heat, he

fupplies the means of life and comfort
K 2 to
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e {hort-lived inhabitants of this
Can 1t then appear incredible;

{0
clove.
nav, does not this confideration render
it in the higheft degree probable, that
he has allc prepared the means of eter-
nal happinefs for beings, whom he has
formed for eternal duration, whom he
has endowed with faculties {o noble as
thofe of the human foul, and for whofe
accommodation chiefly, during therr
prefent ftate of trial, he has provided
2]l the magnificence of this fublunary

vorld ¢

As far as our knowledge of nature
c_:at:chds, there is a wonderful fubfer-
viency of one thing to another. DBy
means of comets, or of attraétion at leatt,

it is pofiible, nay it is perhaps probable,
that
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that our folar {fyftem may be connedted
with other {yftems. Our primary and
{econdary planets, all dependent on the
areat central orb, reciprocaily tranfmit
their influences; whereby our atmo-
fphere is varioufly affected, and pre-
pared for yielding nourifhment to the
innumerable tribes of animal and ve-
cetable nature that furround us: and

from man to the moft diminutive in-
{¢&t, and from the oak and cedar to the

fmallelt organifed body the microfcope
can difcover, every individual being is
not only complete in itfelf, conlifting
of parts mutually adapted, and operat-
ing to their refpe&ive ends, but is alfo

{fubfervient to the neceffities of we
know not how many other aniinal and

vegetable fpecies.-——In unfeen worlds is
K 3 1
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1t not probable, that {imilar analogies
may take place ?

in this our firft period of exiftence,
our eye cannot penetrate beyond the
prelent {cene, and the human race ap-
pears one great and feparate commus-
nity : but with other worlds, and other
communities, we probably may, and
every arcument for the truth of our
rclicion gives us reafon to think that
v e fhall, be connected hereafter. And
i by our bchaviour we may, even
while here, as our Lord pofitively af-
firms, heighten in fome degree the
fclicity of angels, our falvation may
hereafter be a matter of importance,
not to us only, but to many ether or-
ders of immortal beings.  They, 1t is
| | true,
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rrue, will not fulfer for our guilt, nor
be rewarded for our obedience. But it
is not abfurd to imagine, that our fall
and recovery may be ufeful to them as
an exainple ; and that the divine grace
manifefted 11 our redemption may
raife their adoration and gratitude into
higher raprures, and quicken their ar-
dour to inquire, with ever new de-
livht, into the difpenfations of infinite
wifdom.  This 1s not mere conjecture.
It derives plaufibility from many ana-
logies in nature; as well as from Holy
Writ, which repreflents the myftery of
our redemption as an objeét of cu-
nofity to fuperiour beings, and our
repentance as  an occafion of their
JoV.

K 4 TH-““‘
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THaT mankind fhould, 1n every part
of their duration, remain a f{eparate
community, and unconnected with alj
the relt of the univerfe, would be a
very exiravagant conceit. Yet, even
on this fuppofition, they would not
lofe their importance ; and the religion
of our Saviour, confidered as the means
of cicrnal happinefs to millions of the
nurman race, will appear a work of
iuch benionity, as could only proceed
{rom the beft of beings, and of fuch
naeniude, as to be worthy of the

rreatcit.

IT 1s a {trange perverfion of {cience,
when men contract their views in the
;ume proportion in which their know-
‘wdge of nature 15 extended. Yet this

muft
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muft be the cafe of thofe, who think it
eafier to divine power to make and
preferve one world, than to create and
govern ten thoufand worlds. If we
judge of the divine power from what
we know of our own, both are impof-
fible. And to divine power, fup-
pofed to be infinitely {uperiour to ours,
both are not only poflible, but eafy,
and equally fo. The time was, when
this globe was believed to be the uni-

verfe; and the fun, moon, and ftars, to
have been framed for no other pur-

pofe, but to enlighten and adorn this
our habitation. If he who entertains
this opinion find no difficulty in con-
ceiving it poflible for the Deity to fu-
perintend terreftrial things, and to pre-

pare the means of happinefs, both- here
and
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and hereafter, for man, to whoie do-
minion they are all {ubjected; why
fnould 1t be more difficult for the ¢n-
lichtened aftronomer to conceive, that
the Creator of all worlds 1s equally
powerful to preferve, and equally at-
tentive to provide for, the innumerable
works of his hand! Every new difco-
very In the wvifible univerfe ought to
oive elevation, and a new impulie, to
the pious affeltions: and the further
we fee that the works of God extend,
the more let us be overwhclined with
devout aftonifhment, 1n the conteni-

plation of his infinite, eternal, and un-
verfal Being.

ParapoxrcaL writers have flattered
themiclves, that infidelity would gain

gI‘OUﬂd
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cround as philofophy advances. So
fanguine, as I have been informed, was
a late projeftor in this way, that he
would fometimes give it as his opinion;
that Chriftianity could not outlaft the
prefent century. I wifh he had lived
to fee his miftake. By fophiftry the
faith of individuals may be unfettled ;
but that of nations 1s not fo eafily
fhaken: and fophiftry never prevails
long in oppofition to common fenfe.
From true philofophy, and a right ufe
of reafon, our religion has nothing to
apprehend. The more carefully and
candidly it is ftudied, the more confpi-
cuous will its truth and beauty appear.
Wherever it and human nature are
underftood, they are found fo adm-
rably fuited to each other, that the

believer
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beliecver needs not fear, and it is vain
for the adverfary to wifh, their final
{eparation. God has joined them, and
it 1s not in man’s power to put them
afunder. This hope, from confidering
the character of man, and the genius
of the golpel, we thould have had rea-
ion to rejoice in, even though the
higheil authority had not afifured us,
that againft the church of Chrift not
cven the gates of hell fhall prevail.

T rE {tomach muflt be depraved, that
transforms aliment 1nto porfon; and
the eye cannot be found, which day-
light dazzles into blindnefs. Nor lefs
nnfound, or lefs depraved, 1s that un-
derftanding, which perverts {cience 1n-
v unbelief, and becomes ignorant of

God
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God in proportion as the world 1s en-
lightened with the knowledge of his
works. Minute cavillers may grow more
{ceptical, the greater dexterity they ac-
quire in mifreprefenting facts, and mif-
applying language. But I know not
whether a fingle inftance can be men-

tioned of a truly philofophick mind, who
both underftood Chriftianity, and difbe-
lieved 1t.

THE E N D.
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