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Plainnefs and Linocent Simplicity
OF THE

CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

¢

HE Gofpel of Jefus Chrift is a fpe-

cial manifeftation of the love of God
to mankind. Our blefled Saviour came
into the world to put an end to fin, to fi-
nith tranfgreificn and in the room there-
ot to bring in cverlafting richteoufnefs.
Hence he was catle ! fcfus, a Saviour, a De-
liverer, to fave n'x peopl - from their fins™
and in the room thereot te introduce fiis
lite, light and fpiriz in rthem, that they
might ferve hun, withoui tear, in holinefs,

and

# Nnt i their fin by a faith or beliet in onr Sa-
viour’s cutward fufferings, bnt by a radical change
st heart through the operation af his ipiris.
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and righteovfiefe, all the days of their
ives.  Heace we are told, John i 12,
That as many us received him, to them he
gave power to become the fons of God.
Hrmfelt kindly invites his creatures to par-
take of this love, Matt. xii. 28.
¢ Come unto me all ye that labour, and
¢ are heavy laden and 1 will give you reft.”
No circuinftance of lite cun feparate or in-
capacitate us trom being made partakers of
this love; ever the molt abafed appear to
be the particular objeéts of his care, Ifaiah
Ixvi. 1. ¢ The Heaveie is my throne and
“ the earth 15 my foottool but to
“ this man will I look, even to him that
“ 1s poor and of a contrite {pirit and trem-
“ bleth at my word”” The plainnefs and
fimplicity of the work of redemption, in
oppofition to the perplexed intricacics of
thofe fyftems of religion taught in the
f{chools, &c. is moft worthy of note.
Where a feeling fenfe of our natural cor-
ruption prevails, and a fincere defire of
being dclivered from the power of evil,
with a cosvincment that this great work
1s alone to be perfected by obedience to
the teaching of the Ipirit of grace, the
work of tedeipption is fo plain and eafy,
that we read liao xxxv. 8. The wayfaring
men, thoaoh tools thall not err therem,
Lhis power of God to falvation, operat-
ing
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ing, through obedience, w1 the minds of
the fincere hearted, has from the beginning
of the world been verified in the experi-
ence ot people of every kind and nation.*
Indians, Negroes, and others, even thofe
efteemed of the lowelt order, by no neans
excepted: Many of thefe have, in great
fimplicity, experienced its falutary effedts:
a remarkable inftance, whercot fome years
paft appeared in a number of Indians in
this province, fince removed beyond the
Allegany Mountains. 'T'he account given
by fome of the firft of thele was, that be-
ing, through divine favour, made defirous

ot leading an orderly, rcligious life, they
found a violent oppofition in themfelves,
to this good work, from the hardnefs, or
‘as they termed it, the badnefs, which they
felt in their hearts,+ this put them upon
feeking help from their fellow-men; but
being difappointed therein, they were in-
duced to feek and cry to God, the great
and good Creator of the heart of man,
who, as they perfifted in feeking to him,
A 2 granted
* Matt. viii. r1. Many fhal! come from the EaRt,
and Weft, and tha!! fit duwn with Abraham, Ifaac

and Jacob, in the kingdom of Heaven.——Rev.
vil. 9. 1 beheld, aud lo, a_great multitude, which
no man could number, of all Nations, and kindred,
and people, and tongues Rood before the throne

t Jer. xvii. 9. The heart is deceitful above all
things, and defperately wicked, who can hnow if.
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granted their requeft, they finally experi-
enced the hardnels, and badnels of their
hearts taken away; * and in the room
thereof, love to God, and tendernefs to
their fellow-men prevailed to that degree,
as enabled them to bear the ill ufage which
fome of thete might inflict upon them,
without refentment; but rather with pity
and compaflion; from a confideration that

thofe who thus perfecuted them, were ftill

captives to that evil power which had fo

Jong kept thiem in thraldom, from whicea,
through_divine favour, they wcre deli-
vered. ¢

Tl.e

* Euzek. xxxvi. 26, A new heart al/o will give
you, and a new {pirit will I put witiiun you . arc |
‘will take away the ltony heart out ot your flefh, «d
I will give ycu an beaat of flefh.

+ Thefe Indians, ub:~lutely, re'ufed 1o be c .--
cerncd in war, of any kind, however they w e
threatened and alu'ed on .bhis account by the oti-r
Indians, being perfuaded that in the omnpinal ¢ e
tion of men, God did notiutend they fhould anne:v,
or kiil, tut cher:fh and comfort cach other. ina

~this difpofition they have continued now, for abcut

thirty years, notwiihttanding the ill treatment they
have received from Indians and others: more e'pe-
cially of late that they have been pillaged. ther
fet'lements at three towns broke up, and thev ci -
ried away captives towards Canada, Thofe nd:a s
wio carried them away, giving as a reafon for ins
violence, that they were n their way, and 4 great
obitruition t» hem. when going to war “eet &
Peuuylvaua Packer, tor pecetnoer 22, 1701,

/

AL 1
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The fimplicity and plainnefs of the Gof-
pel call, farther appears in the account
given by Edward Andrews, a perfon, af-
terwards, an eminent inftrument in the
hand of God, in gathering many towards
the fold of reft. His refidence was at that
time in the Jerfeys, near the Sea-fhore,
amongft a wild fort of people, Indians and
others, vain and loofe in their converfation,
fond of frolicking, mufic and dancing;
amongft thefe he atted the part of a fiddler.
In this fituation, as he was one day work-
ing in his field, he came acrofs a part of a
human body, which he had feen before,
which, as he now faw it, lying on the
ground, a thought ftruck him, that it was
not right to {uffer a part of his fellow-crea-
ture io be thus thrown up and down in
the open field; but that he ought to do
with it as he would defire to be done by
m the like condition ; after fome reafoning
in this fort, he decently buried it, and re-
turned to his work again, with an anfwer
of peace in his mind. From that time he
grew penfive, the pure witnefs of truth
rofe m him, by which he was made fenfi.-
bic he had fpent many years in vanity, that
it was high time for him to turn unto the
Lord, and a defire was begot i him to
experience an inward acquaintance with
God, and be favoured with power from

him
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him, te forfake his vanity and loofe living
the iniquity of which was then opened o
him; and he found a call in his mind to
deftroy that fiddle, which had been fo
much an inftrument to lead himfelt, and
others, to the mifpending their precious
time ; this he concluded to do, when he
went home; but delaying to perform this
refolution, as he lay in his bed he felt
the fire of God’s wrath kindl=d, on ac-
count of his difobedience, which induced
him, the next day, to break the fiddle in
picccs,'which, when done his heart rejoiced,
and he felt a {trength of hope rifing in him,
that God would give him farther power
over all his vanities : A fenfe was alfo given
him, that it he was faithful to what the
Lord would require of hun, he fhould be
made an inftrument in God’s hand, to ga-
ther a people to his praile, from thofe very
loofe people amongft whom he refided,
which feemed ftrange to hun. But as his
heart became daily more and more exer-
cifed towards God, and in giving him
thanks, for his mercies, a lively concern
and defire came upon him, that finners
might be brought, as he had been, to a
fight of the error of their ways.  He then
found it to be his duty <o [peak to thofe
fsme people, whom he had led on in folly
and vanity, and to dire&t them to ghe fer-

vice
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vice of God; this he at firlt found to be
hard work ; but being charged by the {pi-
rit, to be faithful to what was required of
hitn; and made fenfible that if he was fo,
God would be with kim, but that if he re-
fufed, he fhould be left to himfeit, and fall
into a worfe condition than that he was in
betore, he was enabled to fpeak to them,
though in great fear, and the lord caufed
his admonition to be well received by his
ncighbours.  And on the next day of wor-
fhip, inftead of fpending their time in riot-
ing and exces, as they were ufed to do,
fome of themn fat with him to read the fcrip-
tures, and confer together upon tie things
which reclated to eternity; in which his
underftanding was cpened to fee, that the
right worfhip of God was to be performed
in filence, unlels when moved by the fpirit
to appear in vocal fervice, under which
profpect he tound himfelf moved to kneel
down and pray; and, fometime after, to
exhort his companions, which was accom-
panied with fo much energy and power,
that the people were inuch affe&ted : Thus
the Lord manifefted his love and power
amongit thofe people, by this mean inftru-
meut, till by degrecs, a relivious meeting
was gathered to the praife of God, wholc
haptizing power was fenfibly {elt amongft

them,
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them ; in which fervice he continued du-
ring the whole courfe of his life.

By thefe and many more inftances which
could be mentioned, the gclpel dilpeufa-
tion is undoubtedly confirmed to be a ma-
nifeftation of peculiar love and good will
to men, through a communication ot the
fpirit of grace, intluencing the hearts of
thofe who fubmit to its opcration, whereby
the hearts of the taithiul being replenifhed,
it abundantly tlows out in adls of good-
nefs, {ympathy and compaflion to their fel-
low-men, and leads not only to pity and
commiferate thofe wbho remain in bondage
to their corruption, but alfo to overcome
the evil they may inflit, with benignity,
paticnce and love.

When chriftianity, confidered in this
light, 1s compared with the pride, the fel-
fithnefs and the wrath, fo predominant n
the world, particularly m the indulgence.of
thofe luﬂs, which the apoftle declares to
be the occafion of war, with all s de-
ftructive and corrupting eflects, it cannot
but {trike the confiderate mind with amazc-
ment and horror.

several hiftorians obferve, that at the
battle of Cunnersdorf, between the Pruilian,
and the Mufcovites, i 1759, the carnage
was teuly horrible, about twenty thoufund
Pruflians lay on the field; the lofs of the

Ruitians
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Ruffians, amounted to ten thoufand. At
the battle of Zorndorf, the lofs of the Ruf-
fians, amounted to ten thoufand dead on
the {pot, and ten thoufand wounded moft
of them mortally. * "T'o think how many
of thefe were dragged from their connec-
tions, and compelled to kill or be killed,
{eparated from a wife, a parent, or child-
ren, who {tood in need of their affetionate
care and affiftance; but more efpecially to
confider the number, which were fuddenly
cut off from life, and driven into eternity,
in the bitternefs of wrath and revenge or
other excefles, to which the lite of a foldier
is fo much expofed, from any farther pow-
er of anfwering the end of their exiftence,
muft occafion very folemn refieétions to
every confiderate, feeling, mind. And if
we turn our eyes from this deplorable fpec-
tacle, towards the many thoufands + who,
after fuch battles remain alive, in a wound-
ed condition; many fo forely as to be
obliged to undergo the painful amputation
of their limbs, or perhaps more grievous
operation, to {fuffer long under the cure.
And yet more piteous is the cafe of thofe

whofe

* HiRory of the war, from 1956, to 1760,
page 314. |
t In fome cafes were the varquiflied retreats be-

fore the victer, nany thouends are atter batile,
det to die in the field.




L otz ]
whofe wounds, beyond the poflibility of
cure or for want ot {ufhicient help, dic in
painful languifhment. From this view of the
dreadtul effet of war, there will naturally
arife a query, in the minds of every red.
forable, feeling, heart, why and whence
does fuch fhocking fcenes take place
amongft men of humanity and reafon, to
{ay nothing of chriftianity; afcenc contra-
ry to every idea of that mutual affettion
and good will, which nature and duty, fo
forcibly calls for, from creatures fo help-
lefs in themfelves, and who ftand in fuch
nced of one another’s {ympathy and aflift-
ance, originally formed, by one common
father, for the purpofe of fcrving and ho-
nouring him, through a life of virtue,
thanktulnefs and love, whichi, himfelf de-
clares, is beft manifefted by mutual endear-
ments, in patience and love to cach other.
'To thefe oblervations, which will necefla-
rily occur to thofe, whofe fenfes are not to-
tally deatened, or heart quite hardened by
the luft of revenge, the luft of bonour,
the defire of wealth; 1t is generally an.
{fwered, that the cafe is grievous indeed,
but that there it no other means of prevent.
ing injuftice and oppreflion trom reigning
in triumph, but by the means of war.
If thofe who make this anfwer, would en-
dcavour to quiet the tumultuous paflions of
nature,
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nature, fuffer reafon and humanity to
fpeak, and only confider from the idea
implanted in us, from our youth, of our
Maker’s goodnefs, they cannot otherwife
think, but that if he was properly fought
unto, he would provide different modes of
fettling thofe differences, which will natu-
rally arife from the different tempers and
mtereft of mankind. He has exprefsly de-
g¢lared himfelf to be a God, hearing prayer,
For the oppreflion of the poor, and for
the fighing of the needy, now will I arife
faith the Lord, Pfalm lxxvi. 9. That he is
fo ready to fulfil the defire of the honeft
hearted, that even before they call he will
anfwer, whilft they are yet fpeaking he will
hear, Ifa. lxv. 24. And to remove all
doubts of every right petition being ane
fwered; our Saviour brings it to the moft
fenfible feelings of nature, even to the
tender connetion of a father, to his child;
¢ if a fon, fays he, afk bread of any of
¢ you who is a father, will he give him a
¢ ftone; or if he atk a fith, will he give
““ hima fcorpion; if you then being evil,
‘“ know how to give good gifts to your
¢¢ children, how much more will your
¢ heavenly Father give the holy fpirit, to
¢ thofe that afk it.”” Luke xi. 11. But
in fat men, who are encouragers of war,
either give way to un ﬁvil heart of unbelief,

' ot
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or take pleafure in indulging their wrath,
their felfifhnefs and pride, or the more inj.
quitous defirc of advancing their fortunes.
That wars are mentioned in the Old Tefta.
ment to have fubfifted beflore the time of
our Savicur’s appearance upon earth,
makes nothing in its favour under the dif-
penfation of peace and univerfal love, un-
der which we now live, which he came to
eftablifh.- The apoftle in the defcription
ke gives.of the occafion of war, makes no
diftintion between prefent and paft times,
but centers the origin of war wholly in
thofe lufts, which war dgainft the foul,
« ye fight, yeKkill, and defire to have, that
“ye may fpend it upon your lufts.”” Hence
there 1s reafon to conclude, wars were
allowed to the Jews for the fame reafon,
as our Saviour tells them, Moles fuffered
them to put away their wives, becaufe
of the hardnefs of their hearts, and wasa
violence upon that purity and brotherly
Yove, which fubfifted in the beginning.
Neither does the force ufed in the fupport
of civil order, to regulate the weak and ill
difpofed, make any thing in favour of war.
Government is the ordinance of God, a
compaét and agreement of a number of
people, mutually to fupport juftice and or-
der amongft themfelves, wpon an infringe-
ment of glat order, reftraint becomes ne-

ceflary
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ceflary as mentioned in feripture, ¢ for the
¢ puniftiment of evil doers, and the praife
“ of thofe that do well;”* for this purpofe,
¢ that we may lead a pcaceable life, in all
““ godlinefs and honefty,” which falls {olely
on the tranfgreffors, upon the breach ot
their own agreement ; hence cival govern-
ment will always be neceffary, for the main-
tenance of the peace and happinefs of
mankind. But the cafc is vaftly different
in the profecutior of war, when people en-
gage in the military fervice, asa proteflion,
their ideas of right and wrong become,
in a great meafure, vitiated by many cor-
rupt prejudices and cuftoms ; looking upon
war, as the moft agreeable means of ad.
vancing themfelves, they often in defpite to
the impreflions of grace, and the feclings
of humanity with for it, and endeavour to
promote it.  And here the feveral innocent.
and ufeful employments, either of agricul-
ture or mechanifin, fo congenial with our
health of body and peace ofg mind, are ge-
nerally flighted or defpifed ; a vain efteem
for the importance of his fituation, gene-
rally takes pofleflion of tlie mind of the
warrior, which caufes him to behold with
undervaluement and fcorn, every other way
of lite. That golden rule of doing as we
would be done unto, fo much the glory
1s 1t 1s the happinefs of humanity, is given

up
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up for a foolith idea of human glory; the
moft empty fanthom that ever poffefied the
diftralted mind of man, or fome other
vain or corrupting purfuit, which centers
in human life; the calls of humanity and
reafon are, avowedly, no more to regulate
our condud, the maxims generally agreed
to, by the military men, muft fuperfede
all other confiderations; one of which is,
that where a fortified place refufes ta obey
the enemies fummons, and is taken by
ftorm, thofe within may be put to the
fword, even though the foldiers and inha-
bitants were not parties to their command-
ers imprudent refolution, neverthelefs they
muft fall vi&ims to this horrible maxim. *
Whatever pillage and deftruction is ac-
counted neceflary, to annoy and diftrefs
the enemy, muft be put in prattice; nor,
(fay they) can any diftinétion be made on
thefe occafions; thofe who are peaceably

and innocently difpofed, muft partake of
the

* Several hiftorians mention the dread{nl tragedy
which was afted at the city of Magdeburg, by the
Auftrian General Tilly, who having taken it by
ftorm, delivered up the citizens, without diftinion
of age or fex, o the barbarity and luft of his {ol-
diers, Befides the general maflacre, they exhibited
fuch a&s of wauton cruelty, as difgrace human aa-
ture. Three or four hundred were all that wers
faved out of twenty thoufard citizens.
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I e fame fate with the guilty. Neither may
the warrior parley with reafon or humanity,
much lefs chriftianity, in {trictly executing
the orders of his fuperior; which he has

engaged in all cafes to obey. ~
And here a reafonable query arifes.
What real advantage has been gained from
the purfuit of thefe horrid maxims, to thofe
who are principals therein, even when they
have obtained their defire by the addition
of fome territory, to thofe they held be-
fore, perhaps; already larger than they
could properly govern; in the profecution
of which fo vaft a number of their fellow-
men, who might, in the innocent and ufe-
ful engageme-.ts of life, have been happly
and profitably employed for themfelves and
the advantage of fociety, have been cut oft’
in their prime. What benefit has been
reaped by the feveral powers, engaged in
the laft German war, wherein during the
fhort fpace of only fix years, from 1450,
10 1762, more than twenty battles were
tought, two hundred thoufand foldiers
flain, the fouls of each of whom, were as
valuable in the fight of God as their own ;
and this with as little concern, or perbans
lels concern, than if they were {0 mauy
brute beafts, in the particular defeription of
which, {rom the account of the Liit.ry of
that war, printed in London 1762, we
B2 mest
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meet with relations of barbarities the par-
ticulars of which, the author fays, would
be fhocking to humanity; whole diftriéts
laid wafte; cities deftroyed, by bombs and
red hot bullets; regiments cut to pieces;
2 horrid and undiftinguithed carnage in
clofe engagements, by {word and bayonet,
and lanes made through the ranks of fol-
diers, by the artillery charged with car-
tridge fbot. * Swurely the dark clond of
prejudice which prevatils in fupport of war,

amongft

* I perfons who are alive in war, particularly
thofe who for gain, or in purfuit of honour, or from
fome other felfiflh views, have been inftrumental in
its promotion ; if thefe are not hardened beyond
reafon, or the feelings of humanity ; the thought
of this dreadful carnage, canmnot but flrike them
with amazement and horror. And however whillk
in health and under the prevalency of corrupt pre-
judices and paflions, people muy wake light of fuch
awful fcenes; yet if not deprived by fudden death,
of the defirable opportunity of refle&tion, or befot-
ted by the ftupid perfuafion of an annihilation;
when the awfal time of their diffolution {kall draw
near, and their {pirits fail under pain or mortal lan-
guithments; and they erpe® to meet with thofe
fouls, they have been inftrumeutal to hurry into
cternity; the refle®ion of having in any degree pro-
moted this mighty evil, muflt be a caufe of deep an-
guith and fofrow, which will be much augmented in
thofe ho, believing the chriftian religion to oe a
revelation of the will of God to man, will confider
thedifferent fruits it would produce ia thofe whe fub-

' it
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amongft #he chriftian powers will, by the
mercy of God, in time, be difpeiled; men
will fee their miftake and be as much
aftonifhed at their blindnefs and folly, and.
look with as much abhorrence at that cru-
elty, which is fuch an obftrution to that
happinefs which God intends for his crea-

ture man, as they are at.the recital of the
folly:

mit to its fpirit, as mentioned by the apoftle, even
¢ Jove, joy, pecace, long-iuffering, gentlenefs,
¢¢ goodnels, meeknefs, &c.’”" Gal. v. 22. or, influ-
enced by its wifdom, whichis pure,. peaceable, gen-
tle and eafy to beintreated, full of mercy and good
works, James . 17, | _
L1 the courle of this German war we meet with
accounts of 2 whole regiment, fome battalions, and-
in ope inftance, of eight hundred Pandours cut to
pieces; now fimply to piGure to ourfelves the horrox
of fuch.a tranfalion; the confufion, the carnage,
the {treaming blood, the cries and fhricks of the
wounded ; by men and horle, ftriving with every
effort of nature in the utmoft rage and fury to’
out do each other in the murder of their fellow-men ;
in deipite of t'ie coiumandment Thou fhalt not kill ;
and this towards men whom they have no perfonal
camity againlt nor knowledge of, but that they are
of thofe whom, by every call of nature and reli-
gion they are required to love, as they love them-
felves. The imagination of the reader, if not loft
to every fenfe of reafon and humanity, mult fuggelt
fuch apprehenfions of the horror as well as.wicked
nefs and madnefs of fuch a fcene, as is beyond the
force of expreflio= to remark upon, and which ne

., Prevended acceflity nor vfage can excule or paliate:
avy /Jh}fﬁu 111/(1.‘1."/ Yru 1A /{mum CLA Y M1



[ 20 ]
folly of our anceltors, expofing them-
felves to fo much labour and fuffcring, in
the time of the Croifades, for the recovery
of Jerufalem from the T'urks.

The fentiments of that celebrated author
A. De Voltaire, upon the folemn fubject of
war, 1s worthy of note. In the firlt vol.
of his works, he obferves ¢¢ That the
primitive chriftians, without exception,
held the fame fentiments with relation to -
war as did the Effenees and fome others;
and as the Quakers now do. Tertullien he
fays, fpeaks with the moft firength upon
thefe legal murders, which our abominable
nature has made fo neceflary; that there is
no law nor ufuage that can juftify this cri-
minal a&. In other parts of his works he
fays, It would feem that the law of loving
our neighbours as ourfelves was made only
for the Quakers; and in truth, how can
any one preténd that he loves his neighbour
as himfclf, when for reward he will thoot
or {tab him, and, at thc¢ {fame time he ex-
pofes himfelf to be killed, might it not ra-
ther be truly faid, That he hates his neigh-
bour as himfelf. Ile reproaches the
preachers of, the time when he wrote, who
made fo many fermons againit impurity and
other fmaller evils, whilft they were filent
againft thofe various kinds of murder,
thofe robberies, thofe violences and that

univerfad
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univerfal rage by which, under pretence of
neceflary war, the world is laid watlte.
Put together, fays he, all the vices of all
ages and places, and they will not come up
to the mifchiefs or enormities of one cam-
paign.” He appears to have a profpe&t of
a time, when as he fays, ¢ That part of
mankind dedicated to heroifm, will be
cfteemed the moft execrable and de-

ftrutive monfters in nature.”
Under thefe afflitive profpets, we have:
rcafon to return thanks to the great and
geod Father of mankind, in that, there
18 a remnant, under different religi~
ous denominations who remain, unfhaken-
l’y convinced, that the voice of reafon, the
celings of humanity, and more efpecially
the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, calls upon them
to bear a uniform {eflimony againft every
thing which is inconfiftent with that pati-
ence and love, which the gofpel propofes;
and which, in any meafure tends to impede
its eftablithment, agreeable to the antient
prophecies. He' _ethey can in no wife fup-
port that ipirit which gives life to war 1n
any or its branches, but apprehend them.
felves uniformly called to promote to the
utmoft of their power, the welfare of all
‘men, to blefs thofe that curfe them, and
do good to thofe that hate them, thus to
overcome @vil with good, agreeable to the
precepts



[ 22 ]
precepts of their meek Saviour, who over-
came by fuffering, leaving us, fays the
apoltle an example that we fhould follow
his footfteps. Thefe are perfuaded that
the great and good Father of mankind,
will preflerve and protect thofe who endea.
vour to the beft of their power, to obey
and love him, fo that what ever may befal
them, in confequence of their obedience,
of their dwelling in the patience, and main-
taining that love and forbeatance to their
fellow-men which he requires, however
threatning of depriving them of what men
fo much efteem to be happinefs, yet he
will in fuch fort prote them that every
thing will work for their good, and will
afford them fuch a degree of inward peace
and confolation, fuch a frame of fubmiffion
to the will of their creator, fuch a fund of
compaflion and love to their fellow-men,
as will give them a happinefs which pafleth
the human underftanding.

And however worldly men, or fhort-
fichted politicians, may conclude, that no
other means but that of war can be pur-
fusd to protect their refpective countries
fromoppreflion; yetinftances are not want-
ing, ot the blefling which has attended
upon contrary meafures. Pennfylvania
furnifhes an inftance how far the divine

blefling may co-operate with the fpirit of
peace
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peace and good order; {fo long as the go-
vernment continued chiefly in the hands of
a people principled againft war, notwith.-
{ftahding their expofed fituation, the great
number of Indians within their borders,
and the feveral warlike nations which fur-
rounded them, they experienced the pro-
te&ing hand of providence, and enjoyed an
uninterrupted tranquillity for more than
fixty years; whillt Canada, and moft of
the other colonies who purfued different
meafures, fuffered dreadfully from their In-
dian neighbours. Ancient hiftory alfo fur-
nifhes a ftriking example of the happy ef-
fect which a {pirit influenced by the fear of
God, producing moderation and univerfal
benevolence will produce. Numa Pompi-
lius, the fecond king of Rome, is a parti-
cular inftance of this interefting truth,
born fome hundred years before the chrif-
tian Era, he appears to have been in a
fpecial manner one of thofe wife heathens,
mentioned by the apoftle, who, from a con-
formity to that inward principle of divine
intelligence, which all men are favoured
with, doing by nature the things contained
in the law, was a law unto themfelves;
which fhewed the works of the law writ.
intheir hearts.  Some of thefe were doubt-
lefs favoured, as our Saviour declares
Abraham was, with a fight of his day, a

day
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day of good tidings to the meek, and Ipe.
cial peace and good will to men. Numa’s
natural difpofition for moderation, probity,
and juftic:, had been greatly ftrengthened
by a proper education. Inured betime; to
induftry and labour, and extremely averle
to ambitieni and violence, ke infufed the
fame fentiments in his fubje@ls. Numa,
fays Rollin, had a great veneration for the
Deity, whofe nature and perfe@tions were
his ftudy. He deemed true goodnefs to
confifl 1n ruling the paflions, and keeping
them in fubjetion to reafon. Luxury and
magnificence, were unknown to him. He
plainly faw that to accomplith his defign,
and infufe the fame fentiments into the Ro.
mans, his firlt care muft be to foften and
tame their minds, in order to extinguifh
by degrees, that inclination for war, which
Romulus had infpired them withy and in.
fenfibly turn them to fuch pacific, gentle,
and profitable exercifes, as would caufe
them to forget and lofe this firft inclination.
The remembrance of the Deity, whom
Numa endeavoured thould be always pre-
{fent in their thoughts; * the induftry and

moderation,

* Numa labourcd to bring the Romans {rom that
wretched inclination, fo prevalent with mankind, of
corpolizing the divinity. Hence, Plutarch obferves,
that he forbade to reprefent God in the form of man

o:
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moderation, he had inflilled in the Reo-
mans, caufed that warlike people to lay
down their arms, and employ themfelves,
throughout his whole reign, which 'afted
forty three years, in conciliating the favour
of heaven, cultivating their land, and the
other innocent emplnyments of a country
life; which proved an excellent fchocl of
Gmplicity, frugality and other moral vir.
‘tues. ¢ He dedicated himfelf intirely to
the fervice of the citizens and ftrangers,
to whom he was counfellor, arbiter and
judge. All, fays Livy, formed their man.

C nees

or bealt; no painte v zraven image was admitted
amonglt them; thin ag it great impiety to reprefent
the moft excellent Leing, by things fo bafe and un-
worthy. He taughtthem, that there was no poible
accefs to the Diety, but by the minds being raifed
and elevated by divine contemplation, That be
feemed to favour the Pythagorien do&rine of filence,
in a familiar and conftant attendance on the Deity,
who was not fubje& to fenie or capaible of palfion,
but invifible, incorruptible and to be comprehended
only by the mind. ‘!ieace Numa, before his ad-
vancement to the throne, fpent much of his time in
- unfrequented groves and fields, confecrared to the
Diety, not out of melancholy, or ditturbance .of
mind; but becaufe he had experienced a more fyb.
lime converfation, by which he bzcume tkilled in
matters of a divine niture. Plutarch adds, That
it was not ftrange that God fhould be pleafid to
dwell with thofe who were more eminenutlv vir-uous.
That many in palt ages had been thus favowmed
with the love of God. | | N
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. ners by the King’s, whom they took for
their fole pattern.”” Hence the nations
about him who before had confidered
Rome more like a camp than a city, con-
ceived fuch a reverence for them, that they
~ would have thought it a fort of impiety to
“have attacked a people, wholly intent upon
ferving God, and making men happy.

A wonderful change of manners alfo
prevailed in the neighbouring cities ; the
people vifited .one another without fear,
uniting in religious fervices, and rejoicing
together, as if Numa’s wifdom had been
a plentiful fountain, from whence the
ftreams of virtue and juftice had flowed in-
to the minds of the people; inftead of a
martial ardor, an eager defire to live
peace, to cultivate their lands, and bring
up their children in the fame, infufed into
their hearts the fame tranquillity which
reigned in hig own. |

'he nations around, were fo far from
taking advantage of his pacific temper, to
make war upon him, that in their differen-
ces, they chofe the Romans for umpires,
and referred themfelves entirely to Numa’s
decifions ; a glory founded on the efteem
and gratitude of the nations, who paid a
public homage to the wifdom, juftice and
fincerity of a prince, void of {elf intereft

and folely intent on the happinefs of man.
kind.
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kind. Neither did any rebellion appeat
during the long reign of Numa, whether,
{fays Plutarch, reverence for his eminent
virtue, or fear of the Diety, who fo vifibly
protected him, vice was difarmed ; ot
whether, by a particular providence, Hea-
ven was pleafed to preferve this happy
reign from whatever might fully its glory,
or difturb its peace; it has ferved for a
proof of what God, in his mercy and love
can do, in rendering virtue triumphant
over vice, Numa ended his life in the
gentleft manner, by nature’s being quite
cxhauftéd, in the 83d year of his age, and
434d of his reign. |

If Plutarch, though an heathen, under
the prevailing prejudices in favour of war,
could manifelt fo much efteem for the
maintainance of peace, as freely to acknow-.
ledge the difplay of a particular previdence .
in Numa’s proteion, from the violence of
unreafonable men, as a fpecial mark of the
divine approbation on his diligent labour,
for the eftablithment of virtue in a people,
before fo daring in rapine and murder,
how much more have chriftians reafon to
rely upon the fame divine proteion, in the
maintenance of that love to their feliowa
men, and patient fuffering of injuries,
fo ftrongly enjoined by the precepts and

practice of their great exampler Jefus
Chrift, And
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* And certainly men thus peaceably difs
poled, have great reafon te expett to be
proteted by the rulers wherever their lot
may be caft, as thefe rulers cannot but be
fenfible of the advantages which arifes from
the virtuous example of perfons fo difpofed,
in onoﬁtion to thofe vices which war na.
turally produces. For, notwithftanding
fome cliriftians look upon defenfive war as
lawful ; yet fober men, of every religious
denomination agree, that it is a great evil
and much to be depricated; hence great
tendernefs is due to thofe who, in fincerity
of heart, apprehend theinfelves called out
of the fpirit of war, to the promotion of
harmony and love. |
. Weallo find Cardinal Fleury, long Prime
Minifter of France, under the late King,
to have béen a perfon of much mildnefs
and moderaticn, and a great lover of peace.
He had feen the dreadful mifery occafioned
by the profecution of a long war, during
great part of the reign of Lewis the 14th,
which feveral writers of that reign fay,
gave the old king fo much concern, that,
upon his death-»-d, h:z exhorted his fuc-
ceflor, the late king, te ufe meafures dif-
ferent from thofe he had purfued. The
good difpofition which prevailed in this car-
dinal, in fivour of pacific meafures is
thought to have, in a great degree, bcf}n
- the
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the occafion of the long peace, which T
generally prevgiled amongit the different
powers of Europe, from the peace of
Utrecht, in 1712, to the year1733. If
the influence of one minifter of ftate
can have fo good an effe&, how happy
would' it be for mankind, .and how happy
for themfelves, if the prefent rulers of the
different kingdoms, would fo far yield to
that good principle, which every man in
his cool moments, is, in fome degree fa-
voured with, as to feel for the miferies of
mankind, and become advocates on behalf
of the Prince of Peace, and thus promote
“as much as may be in their power the pre-
valency of that peace and love, which not
only the prophets, but alfo the wife men of
all ages have had a profpe&t of, a time of
love and good will to men; when righ-
teoufnefs and peace thail univerfally prevail.
'The prejudice that fo ftrongly prevails in
the young . »bility of moft European Mo-
narchies, in favour of war, which they are
taught to look upen as the only bufinefs
worthy their attention, very much prevents
the eftablithinent of that peace and love
among{t men, fo much the defite of the well
minded. Moft of thofe who do net inhe«
rit the family eftate, and indeed moft who
do, enterinto the military life ; hence the
diforderly paflions of the human mind, in«
C 2 ftcad
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{ ead of being molilicu by the foft erdears
neas of locial life, are rather increcfed,
thiough the violent and cruel meafures th:ey
are ooliged to purfue. The culture of
their eliates, which might afford them fo
much benefit and pleafure, is abandoned
to the attention and weak efforts of a poor,
often exbaufted and opprefled race of
peafants, who have neither ability, nor

courage to do any thing to purpofe.
- Aund, indeed, it muft be allowed, that
thofe evil lufts and paflions, which are the
remote caufcs of war, are much fupported
and encreafed by that romantic and falfe
idea of the honour, refulting from a. mili-
tary lif¢, which induces fo many of the
principal men, of moft chriftian Siates, to
frend the prime of their days in that fer,
vice, whence, from a ftrange infatuation,
it is efteemed the. greateft honour to rifque
the putting a period to their exiftence, be-
fare they bhave anfwered the purpofe for
which their life was given, even. the fub-
jetion of the corrupt propenfities of na-
ture; fo as to bring them under the regu-
lation of reafon and religion. Wonderful
inftance of the corruption of the human
beart; that men will voluntarily, and even
with pleafure, encounter fo much hardfhip
and Ihtour, in the profecution of war,
which upon the lcaft refledtion, they mtgft
¢
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be fenfible, fo greatly tends to corrupt the
morals, and (o miferably deitroys the iives
of their fellow men. ‘T'he weight of this
confideration fs greatly encreafed from a
thought, how,trivial and often unjuftifia-
ble have been the occafions of fome drcad-
ful wars. . The laft German war, wherein
as has been mentioned, more than twenty
battles were fought, two hundred thoufand
foldiers were killed, cities and extent of
countries laid wafte, befides the numbera
lefs deaths, diftrefs and deftruction, which
on thefe dreadftul occafions, on various
ways attend, was chiefly confequent of the
queltion, Whether the King of Pruflia or
the Queen of Hungary, fhould govern Si-
lefia, tounded upon fome ancient contract
between their anceftors, mn which it is.
doubtful, the people of that province were’
never confulted*. How long will men
thus fuffer the enemy of their happinefs to

| delude

* After fix years war, a peace was concluded in’
1763, when it was agreed by the contending pow-
ers ¢ That all things are to.remain in the [ame [late in
which they avere at the beginning of the war.” What a'
dreadful confideration, that to anfwer the politicks
of a few, fuch a facrifice of men fhould be made to
the Prince ot darknefs. And what mult all thofe
think, if they dare to thinl at all, who from vain
or felfifh ends have given it fopport or encourage.
ment, particularly when on a bed of ficknefs and of

pain,
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them? How long will it be ere they reto.
ver thecir fenfes, and fuffer the voice of
reafon and humanity to prevail n their
ccuncils and conduct.

It the young nobility and gentry were
encouraged by their elders, whom it might
be expelted age, and experience had given
a better eftimation of the nature and value
of things, to employ themfelves in the cul-
tivation of their eftates; giving proper en-
couragement and affiftance to their tenants
and poor neighbours; promoting ufeful
arts and manutaltures; the proper educa-
tion of the children of the poor, and in
cvery other refpeét, as the truly great and
happy Numa did, earneftly labour to make
the people around them virtuous and hap-
py, they would furely render better fer-
vice to their country, and foon find them-
felves pofleffed of a fubftantial happinefs,
unknown to thofe who purfue different
meafures. How different, on a dymg bed,
muft the fenfation of thefe who have.thus

" laboured

pain, they will have to refle@ on thofe numbers of
fouls, which they have been inftrumental, to bring
to fuch a miferable and untimely end. Under thele
awful confiderations can it be thought frange that
fome who behold war in this fearful light, and are
perfuaded that fuch deings are utterly abherent in
the fight of the great and gnod Father of mankind,
will encounter all dificulues rather thap take any

part a it
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haboured to procure the improvement and.
happinefs of mankind be, to that of thofe
who have lived to themfeives, in the pur-
{uit of thofe vain honours and pleafures,
which the thoughtlefs part of mankind fo
earneftly feek for, in camps and courts.
However mankind when in health and
ftrength, generally fuffer themfelves to be
influenced by felfith principles of pride,
wrath, &c. yet, when humbled by the ap.
proach of death, we often find them bear.
ing aumfarm tc{hmony to thofe humbling.
truths of the gofpel which they had de-
preciated in their iives. The two noted
minifters of ftate of France, Cardinal Ri-
chelieu and Mazarine, appearto have been
of this number. The firft, confeffed
to Peter Dumoulin, the famous proteftant,
that being forced upon many irregularities,
by that, which they call reafons of ftate,
he could not tell how to fatisfy his confci.
ence for feveral things, and therefore had
inany temptations to doubt and difbelieve a
God, another world, and the nnmortaiity
of the foul, and thereby to relieve his miad
from any dnfqmet but in vain: So ftrong,
he {aid, was the notion of God on his foul,
fo clear the imprefhon of him, upon the
frame of the world, fo unanimous the con.
fent of mankind, fo powerful the convic-
tions of his own confcience, that he could
but
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but ¢ Tafte the power of the world to come
and fo live as one that muft die, and fo die
as one that muft live forever. And being
alked one day, why he was fo fad; an-
{wered, The foul is a {erious thing; it muft
be either fad here for a moment, or fad
forever.

Cardinal Mazarine, reputed the cun.
ningeft flatefman of his time, and who
gave great proofs of it in the fuccefles of
the French crown, under his miniftry:
His aim was the grandeur of the world,
to which he made all other confiderations
fubmit. But, poor man; he was of ano-
ther mind a little before his death: For be-
ing awakened by the fmart lathes of con-
fcience, which reprefented his foul’s con-
dition very difmal, with aftonifhment and
tears he cried out. ¢ O my poor foul,
what will become of thee: Whither wilt
thou go” And. {peaking one day tc the
Queen Mother of France, he faid ¢ Ma-
dame, your favours have undone me:
Were I to live again, | would be-a Capu-
chin, rather than a Courtier.”

- Charles Vth. Emperor of Germany, af-
ter many pitched battles, many triumphs
and kingdoms conquered, &c. refigned up
all his pomp, and betook himfelf to retire-
ment; leaving this teftimony behind him,
concerning the life he fpent in the honour(si-
| an



[ 35 1

and pleafures of the world, and in the lit-
the tine of his retreat from them all, That
the fincere ftudy, profeflion and practice of
the chriftian religion, had in it joys and
{fweetnefs, which courts were itrangers to.
Philip HII. King of Spain, his grand-fon,
refle@ting upon the life he had led in the
world, cried out upon his death-bed. Ah!
How happy were I, had I-fpent thefe twen-
ty three years, that 1 have held my king.
dom in a retirement——My concern is for
my foul, not my body: ;
Count Oxenftiern, Chancellor of Sweed-
land, a perfon of the firft quatity, ftation and
ability. After all his knowledge and honour, -
being vifited in his retreat from public bu-
finefs by Bulftrod Whitlock, Ambaflador
from England, in the conclufion of their dif-
courfe, he faid to the Ambaflador, I have
feen much, and enjoyed much of this world,
but I never knewhow to live till now, I thank
my good God that has given metiine to know
him, and to know myfelf. Allthe comfort I
have, and all the comfort1take, and which
15 more than the whole world can give, is
~ feeling the good fpirit of God in my-heart,
and reading in this good book (holding up
the bible ) which came from it.  And tur-
ther addreflecd himielt thus, to the Ambaf-
fador, You are now in the prime of your
age and vigour, and in great favour and
| bufinefs ;
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bufinefs; but this will all leave -you, and
‘you will one day, better underftand and re-
lith what I fay to you; and.then you will
find that there is more wif{dom, truth, com-
fort and pleafure, in retiring your iueart
from the world, to the good fpirit of God,
and in reading the bible, than in all the
courts and fayours of princes. Bulftrod
Whitlock, himfelf, gives anoble teftimony
to the power of religion. ¢ I ever have
thought, faid he, there has been one true
religion in the world, and that is, the work
of the fpirit of God in tisie heart of fouls
of men. There has been indeed divers
forms and fhapes of things, through the
many difpenfations of God to men, an-
fwerable to his own wjfe ends, in reference
to the low and uncertain ftate of man in
the world ; but the old world had the fpirit
of God, for it ftrove with them, and the
new world has had the fpirit of God,
both Jews :nd Gentiles ; and it ftrives with
all ; and they that have beenled by it, have
been the good people in every difpenfation
of God to the world. AndImyfelf muft
fay, Ihave feltit, from a child, to convince
me of my evil and vanity, and it has often
- given me a true meafure of this poor world,
and fome tafte of divine things; and it is
my grief 1did not more early apply my foul
to it. Since my retirement from the great-

nefs
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mefs and hurries of the world, T have felt
fomething of the work and comfort of it,
that it is both ready and able to inftru,
and lead, and preferve thofe that will hum-
bly and fincerely hearken to it. So that
my religion is the good fpirit of God in my
heart; 1 mean, what that has wrought in
me, and for me. -

Secretary Walfingham, a man of great
note, 1n Queen Llizabeth’s time, towards
the conclufion of his days, in a letter to
his fellow-fecretary Burleigh, then Lord
T'reafurer ot England, writes thus. We
have lived enough to our country, our for-
tunes, our Sovereign. It 1s high time we
begin to live to ourfelves, and to our God.
Which giving occafion ior fome court-
droll to vifit, and try to divert him, ¢ Ah!
faid he, whnlc we laugh, all things are fe-
rious round about us; God is ferious,
when he preferveth us, and hath patience
towards us; Chriit 1s ferious, when he
dieth tor us; the Holy Ghoit is ferious,
when he f{triveth with us; the whole crea-
tion 1s ferious, in ferving God and us;
they are ferious in Hell and in chcn'
and, fhall a man thac hath oue toot in thc
grave, jeft and laugh.” O that our
ftatesmen. would ferioufly and deeply weigh
the conviGtion, advice, and counclufion of
this great man,

D Sir
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Sir John Mafon, who though but 63
years of age, at his death, yet lived and
flourifhed in the reign of four princes, viz.
Henry 8th Edward 6th Queen Mary, and
Ylizabeth, and was Privy-counfellor to them
all, and an eye witnefs of the various revo-
Yutions and viciflitudes of thofe times.
"Towards his latter end, being on his death-
bed, he called his clerk and fteward, and
fpoke thus to them. ¢ Lo here have I
fived to fee five princes, and have been
Privy-counfellor, to four of them, I have
Yeen the moft remarkable obfervables in fo-
reign parts, and have been prefent at moft
tranfattions for thirty years together, and
I have learned this, after fo many years ex-
perience, that {crioufnefs 1s the greateft
wifdom, temperance the beft phyfic, and
a good confcience the beft eftate; and
were I to live again, 1 would change the
court for a cloifier, my Privy-counfellor’s
‘buftle for an hermit’s retirement, and the
whole life I lived in the palace for an
hour’s enjoyment of God in the chapel;
all things elfe forfake me, befides my God,
my duty, and my prayers.

The renowned John Locke, wrote as
Yollows to his friend Anthony Collins, to
be delivered to him after his deceafe. ¢ 1
know you loved me when living, and w'il
preferve my memory when I an dead, ?l}

the
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the ufe to be made of 1t is, that this life is
a fcene of vanity which foon pafies away,
and aflords no folid fatisfattion, but in the
confcioufnefs ot doing well, and in the
hopes of another hife. 'l'his is what I can
fay upon experience, and what you will find
to be true when you come to make up the
account. Adieu! I leave my beft withes
with you.”

Extrall of a letter arote by the Earl of
Effex, to his particuler fricnd the Larl of
Southhampton, fometime before bis death.

¢ X ITH refped to your natural
gifts or abilitizs, remember,

Firft, ‘T'hat you have nothing, that youw
have not received. Secondly, That you
poflefs them not as a Lord over them, but
as an accomptant for then. llnrdly, If
you employ them to ferve this world, or
your own worldly delight, which the prince
of this world will feck to entertain you
mth, it is ingratitude, it is injuftice, yea,
it 1s perfidious treachery s For what would
you think of fuch a fervant of yours, who
thould couvert your goods, committed to
his charge, to the advantage or fervice of
your greateft enemy; and what do youlefs
than this with God, fince you have all from
him, and know that the world, and the
PIICES
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princes thereof, are at a continual enmity
with him: And therefore, if ever the ad-
monition of your trucit hiend thall be
heared by you, or if your country, which
you may ferve in fo great and many things
be dear unto you; it your God, who you
muft (if you deal truly with youriclf) ac-
knowledge to be pewcrful over all, and
juft in all, be feared by you; yea, it you
be dear unto yourfelt, and prefer an ever-
lafting happinefs before a pleafant dream,
which you muft fhortly awake out of, and
then repent in the bitternefs of your 1oui

if any of thefe things be regarded by you,

then, I fay, cali yourfelves to accor ut for
what is palt; cancel all the leagues yom
have made without the warrant of a religi-
ous confcience; make a regular covenant
with your God, to ferve him with 2all your
natural and {piritual, inward and outward
gifts and abilitics, and then he who is faita-
tul and cannot lie, hath promifed to honour
thole, who horour him; he will give yon
th:t inward peace of foul, and true joy of
heart, which till you have, you will never
reit; and which when you have, you fhall
never be fhaken ; and which you can never
attain to any nther way, &c.

Huco (Jlotms, of whom thefe latter
apes think they have not had a man of
mere univerial knowluloc, witnels his an-

nals,
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nals, his book De Jure Belli, &c. lle
winds up his life and choice in this remarka-
ble faying, which fhould abate the edge of
other men’s inordinate defire after what
they fallly call learning, namely 1 would
give all my learning and honour tor the
plain integrity of John Urick, who was a
religious poor man, that fpent his whole
time in labour, contemplation, and prayer.
And to one that admired his great indultry,
he returned this by way of complaint,
Ah! Ihave confumed my lite in laborioufly
doing nothing. And to another, that ens
quired of his wifdom and learning, what
courfe to take he folemnly arfwered, Be
ferious. Such was the fenfe he had how
much a ferious life excelled, and was of
force towards a dyiug-hour.

Salmafius, the famous French f{cholar,.
after his many volumes of learning, by
which he had acquired great vencration
among men of bo.s, confefled fo far to have
miftakentrie learning, and that in which fo-
lid happinefs confifts, that he exclaimed thus
againft himfeif, ¢« Oh! I have loft a world
of time; "I'ime, that mofl precious thing in,
the world : Whereof, had I byt one year
more, it thould be fpert in David’s pfalirs
and Paul’s epiltles.  Oh! Sirs, faid he, to
thofe about him, mind the world lefs, and

D 2 God
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God more. The fear ot the Lord, that
1s wifdom; and to depart from evil, that is
underftanding.”’

Selden, one of the greateflt feholars and
antiquaries of his time; who had taken a
diligent furvey of what knowledge was con-
fiderable amongft the Jews, Heathens, and
Chriftians 3 at lalt profeficth towards the
end of his days (in his conference wiih
Bithop lher). ¢ That notwithfianding
he had been fo laberious in his enquiries,
and curiouns in his colletticns, and had pof-
jeft hunfelf of a treafure of books and ma-
nufcripts, upon all ancient fubjclts, yet he
could reft his foul on none, fave the {crip-
rurcs 3 particularly that memorable pai-
fage, Titus 1. 12, &c. ¢ For the grace
of God, that brinceth falvation, hath ap.-
pzared unto all men, teaching us, that de-
nying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, we
thould live {oberly, righteoufly and godly,
in this prefent world 3 loc®ing for that bicf-
fcd hope and glorious appearing of the
arcat God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift ;
who gave himfelf for us, that he might rca
Jeem us from all iniquity, and purnty unto
him{clf a peculiar people, zcalous of good
works. &ec.

Francis Bacon, Lord Iligh Chancellor
of England, fome time belore his death
confefled, ¢ "T'hat to be rehigious, was to
o | live
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live firictly and feverely 3 for if the opini-
on of another world bLe falfe, ver the
{weeteft life in this world, is piety, virtue,
and honefty. 1f it be true, there be none
fo wretched and miferable, asloofe, carnal,
and prophane perfons.  Cardinal Woolley,
the molt abfolute and wealthy Minifter of
State, lingland ever had, wlio in his time
feemed to govern Europe, as well as Ing.
land, when come to the period of his life,
lett the world with this clofe reflection upon
himfelf. Had 1 been as diligent to ferve
God, as I was to pleale my King, he
would not have left me now in my grey
hairs. A difinal reflection for all wwordly
minded men; but thole molt efpecially,
who have the power and means of doing
more good than ordimnary in the world,
and do it not, which appears to have been
the cafe and reflecton of this Great Man.

Lxtract of letters, awrote iy David Brainard,
a perjon of great picly, who [pent much
time in a religious labour, for the wwelfare

of the Indians, fome time before his death.

My pEAR BroTHER,

HERT is but one thing, that deferveg

1 our higheft care, and moft ardent de.
fircs and that is, that we may anfwer the
gread
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great end for which we were made, viz.
to glorify that God, who has given us our
beings, and all our comforts, and to do all
the gocd we poilibly can to our fellow-men,
while we live in the world : And verily life
is not worth the having, if it be not im-
proved for this noble end and purpofe, yet,
alas, how little is this thought of among
mankind ; moft mcn feem to live to them-
fclves, without much regard to the glory
of God, or the good of their fellow-crea-
tures ; they earneftly defire, and eagerly
purfue after the riches, the honours, and
the pleafures of life, as if they really fup.-
pofed that wealth, or greatnefs, or merri-
ment, could make their limmortal fouls
happy. But, alas, what {alfe and delufive
dreams are thefe, and how miferable will
thofe ere long be, who are not awaked out
of them; to fee, that all their happinefs
confifts in lving to God, and becoming
holy, as he is holy. Oh! may you neves
fall into the tempers and vanities, the fen-
fuality and folly of the prefent world, you
are, by divine providence, left as it were
alone, in a wide world to aét tor yourfelf;
Be fure then to remember, 1t 1s a werld of
temptation. You have no earthly parents,
to be the means of forming your youth to
piety and virtue; let this excite you with
greater diligence and fervency to look up

: to
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t0 the Father of mercies, for grace and af-
fiftance againit all the vanities of the world.
Daily endeavour to practife a life of feri-
oufnefs and ftrict {obriety Think of the
life of Chrift; and when you can find that
he was pleaied with jefting and vain merri-
ment, then you may indulge it in your-
{elf.

Be careful to make a good improvement
of precious time. When you ceafe from
labour, fill up your time in reading, medi-
tation and prayer. And, while your hands
are labouring, let your heart be employed
as much as poflible in divine thoughts.
Never expet happinefs from the world.
If you hope for happinefs in the world,
hope for it from God, and not from the
world. Don’t think you fhall be more
happy, if you live tofuch or fuch a ftate of
lite, if you live to be for yourfelf, to be
fettled in the world, or if you fhould gain
an cftate in it ; but look upon it, that you
fhall then be happy, when you can be con-
ftantly employed tor God, and not for
yourfelf; and defire to live in this world,
only to do and fuffer whar God allots you,
When you can be ot the fpirit and temper
ot Angels, who are willing to come down
into this lower world, to perform wiat God
commands them, tho’ their defires are
heavenly, and notintheleaft {ei on carthly

things
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things, then you will be of that temper,
you ought to have, Col. i1i. 2. Never think
you can live to God, by your own power
or {trength ; but always look to, and rely
on him for afliftance, yea, tor all ftrength
and grace. There is no greater truth than
this, that we cannot do any thing of .our-
felves. Yet nothing but our own experi-
ence can effectually teach it to us. Indeed,
we are a long time in learning that all our.
ftrength and falvation is in God.

To A sreciaL FRIEND,

YERTAINLY the greateft, the no-
(4 bleft pleafure of intelligent creatures,
muft refult from their acquaintance with
the blefled God, and with their own ra-
tional and immortal fouls. And Oh! how
divine', fweet and entertaining it is to look
into our own fouls, when we can find all
our powers and paflions, united and en-
gaged in purfuit after God. Verily, there
are no hours pafs away with fo much divine
pleafure, as thofe that are {pentin commu-
nion with God, and our own hearts. Oh!
how fweet is a fpirit of devotion, a fpirit of
ferioufnefs and divine folemnity, a fpirit of
gofpel fimplicity, love, and tendernels.
Surcly this is a pious temper worthy the
highelt ambition. and clofeft purfuit of in-

telligent creatuces, and holy chriftians,
Valtly
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Vaftly fuperior is the pleafure, peace, and
{atisfaGtion derived from this divine frame,
to that which we (alas) fometimes purfue in
things impertinent and trifling.  Our own
bitter experience teaches us, that in the
midft of fuch laughter the heart is {forrow-

ful, and there is no true f{atistaction but in
God.

My peEarR BRrRoTHER, .

T 15 from the fides ot eternity T now ad-
drefs you. 1 am leartily forry that I
have fo little firength to write, what 1 long
{o much to communicate to you. But let
me tell you, my brother, eternity is another
thing, than we ordinarily take it to be, in
a healthful ftate. Oh! how vafl and bound-
lefs! Oh! how fix’d and unalterable, Oh!
of what infinite 1mportance is it, that we
be prepared for eternity; I have been juft
a dying now for more than a week ; and
all around me have thought me fo: Butin
this time, | have had clear views of cterni-
ty; have feen the bleflednefs of the godly
in fome meafure, and have longed to fhare
their happy itate; as well as been comfort-
-ably fatished, that, thro” grace, I fhall do
fo! But, Oh! what anguith is raifed in my
mind, to think of an eternity for thofe who
are Chriftlefs, for tholc who are miftaken,
and who bring their falfc hopes to the grave
with
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with them: The fight was fo dreadful, I
could by no means bear it. Oh! me-
thought, that I could now fee my friends,
that | might warn them to fee to it, that
they lay their foundation for eternity fure
Oh! my brother, let me then befeech yeu,
now to examine, whether you are indeed a
new creature? Whether you have ever
alted above felf? Whether the glory of
God has ever been the fweeteft, higheft
concern with you whether God has
been your portion, and a holy conformity
~to him, your chief delight? If you cannot
anfwer pofitively, coniider ferioufly the fre-
quent breathings of your foul, But don’t,
however, put yourfelf off with a flight an-
fwer. It you have reafon to think you are
gracelefs, Oh! give yourfelt and the throne
of grace no reft, till God arife and fave.
But if the cafe fhould be otherwile, blefs
God for his grace, and prefs after Lolinefs.

And now, [ fhall conclude with the tetimony of
the pious Bifhop Taylor, Chaplainto King Charles,
ahe lit. with refpe&to war. ¢¢ As contrary as cruel-
ty is 1o mercy, tyranny to charity, fois war and
blocdfhed, to the meeknefs and gentlene(s of the
chriftian religion [ had often thought fays he, of
the prophecy. Tkat in the gofpel cur ywords fhould be
turned inio plow-flares, andour [pears int: pruming hooks.
I koew that no tittle {fpokenp by God's fpirit, could
return unperformed. and ineffe@ual; and [ was cer-
tain, thar fuch was the excellency of Chrilt’s doe-
tr:re, that it men would obey it, chrittians fhould
never war oue agawfi another,”




