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PREFACE.

THE present work is principally intend-
ed as a persuasive to Christian Moderation.
Itis a lamentable fact, demonstrated by woe-
ful experience, that the minds of young pro-
ple are too often prematurely poisoned by
'wroag impressions, Telative to the different
sects into which the Christian world is divid-
ed; and these impressions grow with their
growth, and strengthen” with their strength,
till they produce bigotry and intolerance,
with all their destructive concomitants,

Inorder to eradicate this fatal preposses-
sion, the juvenile mind is informed in the
present performance, of the real sentiinents
of the different Cinistian Denominations,—
We all expect, or at least hope to spend a
happy L'ternity in Heaven together; how
unreasonable then it is to fall out by the way ?
And harbour prejudice (that first born of
hell) against each other, on account of non
essentials.  Surely as we are placed in a trou-
blesome world, we should make it as easy as-
possible to one another, and the different
denominations should learn from the kind-
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ness of God to them all, to be kind to each
other,

Perhaps 1 never would have attempted a
comilation of this nature, were it not for
the authenticated intelligence [ received of =
recent law being passed in New York, which
prohibits the ministers of Christ from calling
their fellow sinners to repentance in the open
air, (or if you please out of doors,) either
in that city or its vicinity.

A good man* who I believe does good
from the pure love of good, and preaches
the everlasting gospel without money or
price, wrote me a letter a few weeks ago, in
which he particularized that the above law
was put into operation, that he was fined 50
dollars for preaching a sermon in a vacant lot
in New York called the Park. This intel-
ligence 1 must confess struck me with as-
tonishment and caused the following spon-
taneous refiection forcibly to strike my mind,
fowit: ‘¢ If they do this ta the green trec
what will they not do to the dry.” If they
make such a law in the infancy of our rc-

* John Edwards.
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public, and in the presence of the hoary ve-
terans who spilled their heroic and patriotic
blood in purchasing our Independence, and
delivering us from ecclesiastical as well as
monarchial tyranny, what will they not do
when these venerable heroes are laid in their
silent graves, and the circumstances of the
revolution forgotten. I conceive it my duty
as an author to put down a few thoughts on
this momentuous event, and this conception
stimulates me to prefix a concise view of the
principal Christian Denominations, for the
information and entertainment of my readers.
- The compilation therefore is a secondary con-
sideration-—my primary object is by the most
scriptural, philosophical, and reasonable argu-
mentation to demonstrate the faral consequen-
ces, which will most assuredly result to our
young republic, * the world’s last hope,” by
- nurturing &  spirit of intolerance. All the
compilations I have scen. of the sects into
which the Christian world 1s divided, have
been either less or more acrimonious. Some
denominations have been highly extolled, while
others have been as deeply depreciated, unfa-

vorable reports have been dragged into view
©) .
~
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by their sundry authors, which have been cou-
peled with their own illiberal animadversions.
1shall widely differ therefore in the present
compilation, from compilers in general. 1
shall give a simple account of the principal
sects of Christians, without passing my opin-
“ion relative to_them individually, much less
will I retail any slanderous reports to prepos-
sess the reader against any of them. If I can-
not speak in favour of any particular denom-
ination, I am resolved to be silent after giving
a brief detail of their tencts and modes of wor-
ship, by which the most superficial reader will
ascertzin that they are all going, or striving to
go to the same heavenly country, only walk-
ing in different roads, some of which are
straight, and some circuitous.

Althcugh I have given credit for the whole
of the materials of the compilation, in order
to avoid a species of plagiary, which it is hard
if not impossible for a compiler to avoid—yet
1 have taken great liberty in transposing some

- assertions, expunging others, and when neces-
~ sary of using a bold phyaseology in order to
 elucidate the subject. 1 retwrn my mest
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gratetul acknowledgements to the gentlemen
who have furnished me with information, and
request them to pardon the liberty I bave ta-
ken, and to lct the purity of my motives plead
my excuse,

Before 1 conclude these prefatory remarks,
I would humbly entreat the reader to give the
miscellancous chapter a candid investigation,
which is the most interesting part of the work,
and which I have composed with a special
view to the honour and interest of the Ame-
rican Republic. The only one the ravages of
despotism has left in the world, and even itis
threatened by a deleterious spirit of intoler-
ance, which shail be abundantly demonstrated
in that chapter.

How sad a sight is the abuse of power to
those who can feel for the honor of human
nature. The miseries to which man is cx-
posed by the ills enwoven with his frame, is
surely enough for his patient endurance with-
out cnhancing them by tyrannical measures,
‘““ How sad a sight is aristocracy, to those,
whosc thoughts can pierce beyond the grave.”’

¢« When I behold a man in power, but base,
Of tow’ring talents and terrestrial aims,
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Methinks I see, as thrown from her highsphere,
The glorious fragments of a soul immortal,
With rubbish mix’d, and glitt’ring in the dust :
Struck at the splendid melancholy sight,

At once compassion soft, and envy, risc——
But wherefore envy ? talents angel-bright,

If wanting worth, are shining instruments

In false Ambition’s hand, to finish faults
Illustrious, and give Infamy renown,

Great ill is an achievement of great pow’rs.
Plain sense but rarely leads us far astray.
Reason the means, affections choose our end.
Means have no merit, if our end amiss.

If wrong our hearts, our heads areright in vain.
What is a Franklin’s head to Franklin’s heart?
Hearts are propiictors of all applause.

Right ends and means make wisdom. Wordly
Is but half-witted, at its highest praise.” [wisc

Philadelphia.  Coates’s Street, Ne. 1,0,
November, 18, 1810,
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A CONCISE VIEW, &c.

GENERAL SECTS.-

¢ C ALVINISM.] Calvinists are those who
maintain the doctrines of John Calvin. These
doctrines are comprehended in their articles:
1. That God hath chosen a certain number
in Christ, unto everlasting life, and this
choice is of free grace, without any regard to
foreseen faith or good works ; and the rest of

mankind he hath passed by, and appointed to
wrath, to be inflicted for their sins, to the

praise of his Justice.—2. That Jesus Christ
hath made satisfaction for the sins of the
clect only,~3. That mankind are totally de-
praved by their fall in Adam, having the
guilt of his first sin imputed to them, and a
corrupt nature conveyed to them from him.
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4. That all whom God hath predestinated to
eternal life, are, and will be, effectually call-

‘ed, by his word and spirit, out of their natu.

ral state, into a state of grace and salvation,
by Jesus Christ—5. That none of those

‘whom he calls by his grace sha!l ever totally

or finally fall away from that blessed state.’

ar
¢ ANTINOMIANISM.] The Antinomian

derives his name from two Greek words,

against, and, alaw ; his favourite tenet being
that the law is not a rule of life to believers.
It is not easy to ascertain what he means by
this position. But he seems to carry the doc-
trine of the imputed righteousness of Christ,
and ot salvation by faith without works, to
such lengths as to injure, if not wholly des-
troy, the very obligation to meral obedience.-
Antinomianism may be traced to the perlod
of the reformation, and its founder was John
Agricola, originally a disciple of Luther.%

* For the particular detail given of the Calvinistic
and Arminian sentiments, see a brief but useful histo-
try of the Christian Charch, in 2 vols. by Dr. Gregory.
The best and amplest ecclesiastical history is Mos-
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The Papists, in their disputes with the Pro-
testants of that day, carried the merit of good
works to an extravagant length ; and this in-
duced some of their oponents to run into the
opposite extreme. The late Rev. Mr+ Fletch.
er, Vicar of Madeley, in Shropshire, publish.
ed Four Checks to Antinomianism, which
have been much read, and greatly admired.
The term Antinomian has been frequently
fixed on persons by way of reproach; and
therefore many who have been branded with
this name have repelled the charge. But Dr.
Crisp, in his writings, and a few other di-
vines of a similar cast, scem tc defend this
system of doctrine.’

¢ ARTANS.] Their principles according
to Spanheim, were, that Christ is orly God
“inrespect to the title'; that he isless than the

heim's, in 6 vols. translated from the Latin into En.
glish by Dr. Maclaine, of the Hague, who has enriched
it with many valt .ole notes. [Robinson’s Ecclesias-
tical Researches and History of Baptism, is likewiss

oy W

necessary appendage, as it reviews and corrects the er.
rors of most authors.].
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- Father, who alone is eternal, and without be-
 ginning ; that he is a creature, having had a
' beginning of existence, and having no being

 before the beginning of all things ; hence he
[ was made God, and the Son of Giod, by adop-
tion, and is not so by nature ; that the Word
~was also made subject to change, that the Fa.
ther created all things by him as an instru-
' ment ; that he was the most excellent of all
creatures ; that the divine essence, was in a
higher degree in the Father, than in the Son,
hence the Son was not co-equal nor con.sub-
stantial with the Father ; that the Holy Ghost

was not God, buat the creature of the Son, in-
ferior in dignity to the Father and the Son,

~ud co-worker in the creation.  In their dox-
ology, they ascribed glory to the Father thro’
' the Son in the Holy Ghost.

~ The Arians are so called, from Arius, who
| was born in the {ourth century, at Lybia, near
| Egypt : His doctrines were condemned by
| the Council of Nice in the ysar 325 ; he was
'banished for five years, bat being recalled to
 Constantinople, he presented the Emperor
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Constantine, with a confession of faith, so art-
fully drawn up, that it fully satished him.—

Notwithstarding which, Athanasius, then
bishop of Alexandria, refused to admit him

and his followers to communion ; this sc en-

raged them, that by their interest at court,
they procured that prelate to be deposed and
banisked, But the church of Alexandria, still

refused to admit Arius to their communion,

The Emperor sent for him to Constantinople ;

whereupon a fresh confession of his faith in
tcrms less offensive, was presented to the Em.

peror, wiio commanded Alexander, the bish-

op of that church, to receive him the next

day into his commiunion ; but that very even-

ing Ariuvs died as his friends were conducting

him in triumph to the great church of Con-
stantinoeple.

This sectcontinued with great lustre, above
300 ycars ; it was the reigning religion of
Spain, for near two centuries ; it was on the
throne Loth in the east and west ; it prevail-
e in Italy, Fravce, Pannonia and Africa, and

was not evtirpatcd, till about the eighth cen-
Hury. AR
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¢ ARMINIANISM.] The Arminian fa.
vours the tenets of Arminus the disciple of
Beza, and laterly an eminént professor of
divinity at Leyden, who flourished about
the year 1600. His tenets include the five
following propositions: 1st. That God has
not'fixed the future state of mankind by an
absolute unconditional decree ; but deter.
mined from all eternity, to bestow salvation
on those whom he foresaw would persevere
to the end in their faith in Jesus Christ, and
to inflict punishments on those who should
continue in their unbelief, and resist to the
end his divine assistance. 2dly. That Jesus
Christ by his death and sufferings, made an
attonement for the sins ot all mankind in
general, and of every individualin particular ;
that however none but those who believe in
him can be partakers of this divine benefit,—-
3dly. That mankind arenct totally depraved,

. and that depravity does not come upon them

- by virtue of Adam’s being their public hiead,
- but that mortality and natural evil only are
- the direct consequences of his <in to postert-
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ty. - 4thly, That there is no such thing as
irresistable grace, in the conversion of sin-
ners, And 5thly. That those who are.united
to Christ by faith may fall from their faith
and forfeit finally their state of grace. 'Thus
the followers of Arminius believe that God,
having an equal. regard for all his creatures,
sent his Son to die for the sins of the whole
~ wworld ; that men have the power of doing the
will of God, otherwise they are not the pro-
per subjects of approbation and condemnas
tion; and that, in this present imperfect
state, believers, if not peculiarly vigilant, may
- through the force of temptation, fall from
grace, and sink into final perditton. |
Whitby, the celebrated commentator, has
written a large and elaborate defence of Ar.
~uinianism ; and the reader should consult Dr,
"T'aylor’s Key to the Epistie to the Romans,
which has been much admired on the subject.
Since the days of Laud (who was Archbish.
op of Canterbury in the reign of Charles the
¥irst) by far the majority of the English
«lergy have taken this side of the questione
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Bishop Burnet has given a full account of
this sect, in his Exposition ot the Meventeenth
Article. o

In the last century disputes ran very
high in Iolland between the Calvinists and
the Arminians. ©n cach side considerable
talents and learning were displayed ; but
some injudiciously called in the interfercnce
of the civil power, and thus terminated &
“controversy, which for some years had agitat-
ed the religions world. For this purpese the
famous Synod of Dort was held, 1618, and «
cutious account of its proccedings may be
seen in a series of letters written by the cvey
memorable John Tlales, who was present on
the occasion.  This Synod was succeeded by
a very severe and shamecful persecution of
the Arminians. The respectful Barnevel:
lost his head on a scaffold, and the learned
Grotius, being condemned to perpetual i
prisonment, fled and took rcfuge in France.
'The storm however sometime usfter abated.
and Episcopius, an Arminian minister, oper
ed aseminary in Amsterdam, which proda
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ed some able divines and excellent scho-
lars.

The Artinians are sometimes called the
Remonstrants, because they, in 1611, preserit-
ed a remonstramce to the States General,
wherein they pathetically state their. griev-
ances, and pray for relief. See an interesting
work, entitled, An Abridgment of Gerrard
Brandt’s' History of the Reformation in the
Low Countries, 2 vols. 8vo.

'The Baxterian strikes into a middle path,
" between Arminianism and Calvinism, and
thus endeavours to unite both schemes. With
the Calvinists he professes to believe thata
- certain number, determined upon in the di-
vine councils, will be infallibly saved ; and
the Arminian he joins in rejecting the doc-
trine of reprobation as absurd and impious ;
admits that Christ, in a certain sense, died
for all, and supposes that such a portion of
grace is allotted to every man, as renders it
his own fault if he doth not attain to eternal
life. This conciliatory syste‘m was espoused
by the famous nonconformist Richard Bax-

B N

}‘ . ‘;t
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tér, who lived in the last century, and who
was ¢qually celebrated for the accuteness of
his controversial talents, and the utility of his
practical writings. Hence came the term
Baxterians, among whom are generally rank-
ed both Watts and Dcddridge. In the scale
of religious sentiment, Baxterianism seems to
be with respect to the subject of the divine
favour, what Arianism is wuh respect to the
person of Christ. It appears to have been
considered by some pious persons as a safe
middle way, between what they imagined to
be two extremes.’

¢« SOCINIANS. ] Are so called from Faustus
Socinus, an "Italian, who lived in the seven-
teenth century., According to him, Arius
ascribed too much glory to Christ, in allowing
him to possess the same divine nature with the
Father, though in a fower degree: for he and
his followers allow him to be but a mere man,
who had no existence till he was conceived
and brought forth by the Virgin Mary. They
deny that Christ gave any proper satisfaction to
divine justice in the room of his people; al-
~ledging that lie came into the world only to sets
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before us an example of holiness, which we
ought to imitate. They also maintain that
reason is our only guide in matters of religion ;.
and therefore they seclude from the Christian’s
faith whatever surpasses the limits of human
comprehension, - Many publications of this
age are evidently tinctured with this opinion,
Dr. Priestly has endeavoured to give it a very
extensive spread.
PARTICULAR SECTS.

¢ BAPTISTS. ] Are distinguished from other
denominations respeciing the mode and sub-
ject of baptism. They contend that this ore
dinance should be administered bysimmersion
only, which indeed is enjoined, though not
practised, by the church of England. They
also assert, that it should be administered to
those alone who profess their belief in the
christian religion, and their determination of
regulating their lives by its precepts. Some
of the learned, however, suppose that the cou-
troversy is not so properly whether infants or
adults should be baptized, as whether the rite
should be administered on the profession of
our own faith, or that of another’s faith.—
See letters addressed to Bishop Hoadly, by
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Mr. Foot a General Baptist at Bristol, now
deceased, |

The Baptists are divided into the General,
who are Arminians, and into the Particular,
who are Calvinists. Some of both classes
allow mixed communion, by which is under-
stood, that those who have not been bapnzed
by immersion on the profession of their faith,
may sit down at the Lord’s table along with
those who have been thus baptized. This has
given rise to some little controversy on the
subject. M. Killingworth and Mr. Abraham
Booth have written against free communion,
but Dr. Foster, Mr Charles Bulkley, Mr,
John Wicke, of Maidstone, and Mr Robin-
son, of Cambridge, have strenuously contend-
ed for it,

The General Baptists have, in some of their
churches, three distinct orders, separatcly or-
dained—-Messengers, Flders and Deacons;
and their general assembly is held annually in
Worship street, London, on the Wednesday
in the Witsun week. Those who baptize
children are called Pedobaptists, a name deri-
ved from the Greek, and signifving baptizers
of infants. Dr. Gale, a lcarned Baptist, had




vIEW, &c. 2

a famous controversy, in the beginning of this
century, with Dr. Wall, who defended the
practice of baptizing infants. But there has
been a miore recent controversy on the subject,
between ﬁl Abraham Booth, and Dr, Wil-" |
liams, of Birmingham. The late Mr. Robert
Robinson published a large and learned work,
entitled, The Ilistory of Baptism. The
The appellation Anabaptist, which comes from
two Greek words, and signifies to rebaptize,
is sometimes applied to this denomination of
chiistians.  But this is an unjust accusation
brought against them by their adversaries, and
being therefore deemed a term of reproach,
ought to be wholly laid aside. Information
respecting the Baptists at large may be found
in Dr. Rippon’s Annual Register,

The Baptists have two numerous and re-
spectable socicties in this city,  And they are
making preparation to build a new church in

Southwark.’

UNITARIANS.) Are those who con
fine the glory and only attribute divinity to

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Swe-
Ba
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~ denburg, and some others, in like manner
confine the glory and attribute divinity, in an
exclusive sense to our Lord Jesus Christ.—
‘While some others confine the glory and
attribute divinity to the Holy Spimit only.—
"Those who acknowledge that there is a God,
but deny the three persons in the God-head,
to be possessed of the same divine essence,
are called Unitarians, but is is the first of
these who are gencrally understood by the
term Unitarian. All who deny that the Son
and Holy Spirit are possessed of equal power
and glory with the Father, are Unitarians,
though they belong to different societies, and
pass under other names. 'T'he Unitarian sys-
tem, arises from supposed difficulties which
attend orthodox Christianity. They urge ra.
tional arguments against the fundamental ar-
ticles of revealed religion, and then call upon
Christians to abandon these posts as untena-
ble. Perplexing difficulties, and plausible ob.
jections, may be brought against the most es-
tablished truths; such as the being of God
itne'f, and many other truths, both physical
und morale  Inall cases of this sort, it be.
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cemes us ‘to examine what side is supported
by scripture, which is our only guide, and
where the difficulties are least.

¢ CONGREGATIONALISTS.] Are a
class of Independents, who submit matters of
dispute in their churches to be referred to ad-
visory councils, though they do not count
themselv. s bound to submit to their judgment,
further than they see cause. The Congrega-
tionalists appear to be most numerous, and
prevail in Connecticut. 'They are in commu.
nion with the General Assembly of the Pres-
byterian Church in the United States.’

* DUNKERS (or Tunkers) arose about
1724, and formed themselves into a kind of
commonwealth, mostly in Pennsylvania.—
They baptize by immersion, dress like Do.
minican friars, never shave the head or beard,
have different apartments for the sexes, live
chiefly on roots and vegetables, except at their
love feasts, when they eat only mutton. It is
said that no bed is allowed them but in case of
sicknkss, for in their separate cells they have a
bench to lie upon, and a block of wood for




24 A CONCISE

their pilow. ‘Their principal tenet is the mor-
tification of ihe body, and they deny the eter-
nity of future punishment, They are com-
monly called the harmless Dunkers.’

¢ GLASSITES.] Are a sect which arose
in Scotland about the year 1732. They are
commonly called Glassites, from Mr. John
Glass, a noted separatist from the national
Church of Scotland ; but they call themsclves
Independents, from their form of church go-
vernment. Thev are also called Sandemaneans,
from Mr. Robert Sandeman, who published
his sentiments in 1757. He was at first a
Congregational preacher at Perth, in Scotland,
and a2fterwards came to America, an? formed
a society on his plan of principles at Danbury,
near Boston, and had some societies in other
places also. The principles exhibited in the
writngs of Messrs. Glass and Sandeman are
quite different from those of the FProtestant
churches. They hold that justifying faith is
no more than a simple belief of the truth, or
the divine testimony passively rcceived ; that
this divine testimony carries in itself sufficient
ground of bope and occasion of joy to every
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onc who believes, without any thing wrought
in us, or done by us; and hence they judged a
particular declaration of articles of belief un-
necessary ; that unbelieving sinners ought not
to attempt obedicnce to the divine law, and to
exhort them to use the means of grace, is flat-
tering to their pride, They maintain that
there are no calls of grace derected to unbe-
lieving sinners of mankind; that there are no
mysteries in the gospel ; that in justifying faita
there is no appropriating of Christ and his
righteousncssy but that it consists merely in the
simple belici of the bare truth, that Jesus died,
and rose again, and that this faith is no act of the
mind nor includes any activity in it; that the sins
of believers do not only make them liable to
God’s fatherly chastisement in this world, but
also to the wrath to- come; that there is no
abiding principle of grace implanted in believers
by the power of the Spirit, nor any such thing
as inherent and subjective grace, on account
of which one man may be calied more holy
than other ; that believers need not pray for

the enlightening influences of the Spirit, as

they are always furnished with a set of princi-

ples sufficient to direct them how to form their

hearts and lives, suitable to what God requires,
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Thev dispense the Lord’s supper every Lord’s
day; and in the interval between the forenoon
and afternoon service, they have love feasts,
of which every member partakes at the dwel-
lings of those whose houses are miost conve-
nicnt for the purpose. Then they salute one
- another, by cvery one kissing the member who
sits on each side. At the admission of mem-
bers, he or she is saluted by every member of
the church. They admit all their male mem-
bers to exhort. They will not allow their
teaching elders a second marriage, fromthe view
they have of the apostles words, a bishop must
be blameless, the husband of one wife.

" «HOPKINTONIANS.) Arethese who re-
ceive the doctrines of the Rev. Samuel Hop-
kins, pastor of the first congregation at New-
port, Rhode-Island, who has made several
additions to the sentiments of Dr. Jonathan
Edwards. 'The principal articles of their
creed are, that all true virtue, or real holi-
ness consists in disinterested benevolence ;
that sin consists in selfishness ; that there are
no promises of regenerating grace made to
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the unregenerate ; that man’s inability to be-

lievein Christ, and keep the divine law, is not
nataral but moral ; that we are bound to love
God, so as to be willing to be eternally damn.
ed to advance God’s glory; that to love
God because of his love to us, is selfish, and

a sure sign of a graceless state ; that the en-.

trance of sin into the world is, upon the
whole, for the general good of mankind ;_that
repentance always precedes faith in Christ;
that though men became sinners by Adam,
according to a divine constitution, yet they
are accountable for no sins but what are per-
sonal ; they allow of justification on account
of Christ’s righteousness, yct they deny the
imputation of his righteousness to believers.

These opinions are very common in New-
England.?

‘INDEPENDENTS.] Are areligious de.
nomination in Holland, Britain and New.En-
gland ; but they are most numerous in the
latter place. They are so called from their
independency on other churches, and their
mainiaining that cachchurch or congregation

i
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has sufficient power to act wnd perform every
thing relating to religious government with-
in itself, and is not subject or accountable to
other churches or their deputies. They therc-
fore disallow parochial and provincial sub-
ordination, and form all their-churches ina
scheme of co-ordinancy. But though they
do not think it necessary to assemble Synods
statedly, nor allow them a judicial power, yet
they allow them occasionally, and look on
their resolutions as prudential counsels, but
not as decisions to which they are obliged to
conform. They lodge the keys of govern-
ment in the hands of the community of the
faithful, and require positive evidences of re-
generation to be produced to the church, be-
fore a person is admitted into commmunion
in sealing orcinauces, and subscribing their
church covenant,

There 1s a new class of Independents late-
ly arisen in Britain, called the Christian Un-
ion. Tho ‘gh they have adopted this form of
government, they are far from pleading this
to be of divire right.  Forms of church go=




VIEW, &c. 29

vernment and order they set little value up-
on. They are formed by ministers of differ.

ent churches ; and following the patern of =

Mr. Whitefield, they have erected tabernacles
i various places. They represent all attach-
ment to church government and order as
mere bigotry ; and are for breaking down all
distinctions among Christians, except what

relates to the doctrines of grace. 'They la-

bour much te have their hearers visibly af-
fected with their discourses. They have a

number of lay preachers. 'Their Itinerants

and Catechists are under the direction of the
Society for propagating the Gospel at home,
and they are paid out of their funds.. Their
proposed design is to preach the doctrines of
grace, to awaken a serious concern among
people about their best interests, and to unite
all denominations into one communion.’

KEITHIANS.) Were those who adhered to
ihe opinions of George Keith, who separated
from the Quakers in Pennsylvania, in 1691,
His principles were, that Christ’s human na-
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ture was twoiold, the one spiricual and celes-
tial, the other corporeal and terrestrial.  He
‘opposed the Quakers in maintaining, that the
whole historv of Christ’s life and sufferings
~was a mere allegory, or symbolical represen-
tation of the duties of Christianity. His fol.
lowers were baptized with water, and receiv-
ed the Lord’s supper. As they retained the
language, dress, and manners of the Quakers,
they were denominated Quaker Baptists. In
this dispute, both parties professed to be guid-
cd by imrinediate inspiration.

'T'here is a sect somewhat similar to them in
Vermont, who are called Free.Willers, cr
Arminian Baptists, and appear to be a class of
the General Baptists. They have no regular
winisters, but every one in their public as.
semblies, delivers his sentiments as he thinks
he is inwardly moved ; ana this is done with
a mournful crying tone of voice. They are
a medley of various sects; and prevail about
Danville, and some other places.

¢ MENNONITES.] They are so called,
from Menno Spmon, a native of [Lriesland,

t
1§
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~who had formerly been a Popish priest. In
the year 1536, he resigned his rank and office
in the Roman church, and publicly embraced
the communion of the Anabaptists, and about
a year after, he assymed the rank and function
of a public teacher.

The Mennonites admit none to the sacra-
ment of baptism, but persons that are come to
the full use of their reason. They neither
admit civil rulers into their cominunion, nor
allow any of their members to perform the
functions of magistracy. They deny the law-
fulness of repelling force by force, and consid-
er war in all its shapes, as unchristian and
unjust; they are against taking away the life of
any, for the most capital crimes. They deny the
lawfulness of confirming testimony by - oath,
They are against all luxury in dress, furniture,
&c. and hence arises their great wealth.—
They condemn human learning, as any way
nccessary for qualifying for the ministry, and
alledge, that their tcachers are all immediately
taught by the Holy Spirit. They are a nu-
merous scct in Pennsvlvania, and wear long
beards; as well as Dunkards or Dumplers.”
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¢ MILLENARIANS. ] Are a sect which
appeared in the third cenwry, and maintained
that Christ would come again into this world
in human mature, and reign a thousand
years before the last judgment. Nepos, aa
Ligyptian bishop, strongly defended this opin-
ion, but the credit of it was overthrown by
Dionysius of Alexandria in his dissertations
on the promises, Of late years this opinion
is revived and spread in the writings of Dr.
Gill, Winchester, and others.” The Millena-
rians believe, that after the destruction of An-
tichrist, there will be a resurrection of the just,
and that Christ will descend from heaven in
his glory., That the city of Jerusalem will be
re-built, enlarged and embellished, and its gates
stand open day and night. Here Christ will fix
the seat of government and reign a thousand,
years with the saints, patriarchs, and apostles,
who will enjoy perfect and vninterrupted teli-
city., This 1eign for a thousand vears, they
call the Millennium.’

‘ LUTHERAN CHURCH.] Is 50 called
from Martin Luther, whom providence hon-
ored to be the instrument of its foundation
and establishment.  "I'he rise of this church
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ihust be dated from the time of the excom-
munication of Luther and his followers, by
Pope Leo X. It began to acquire a regular
form and degree of stability and consistence,
in the year 1530, when the system of doctrine
and morality it. had adopted was drawn up
and presented to the Diet of Ausburgh, And
1t was raised tq - the dignity of a lawful and
complete hieraichy, totally independent on the
laws and jurisdiction of the Roman Poniiff,
in consequence of the treaty concluded at Rus-
sia, in the year 1552, between Char'es and
Maurice, elector of Saxony, relating--.to the
religious affairs of the empire. »
The articles of faith of this church are
contained in the Ausburgh confession,. with
the defence of it against the objections of the
Roman catholic doctors, the articles of Smal-
cad, toge’iher with the larger and shorter cate-
chisms of Luther, and also the form of cone
cord. 'This church holds the doctrine of con-
substantiation, that is, that the real body 2nd
Blood of Christ is really present in and under
the elements of bread and wine. The Lu-
theran churehes differ one ‘from another with

¢
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respect to the number and nature of their reli--
gious cercmopies. 'The supreme civil rulers
of every Lutheran state are clothed with the
dignity, and perform the functions of supre-
macy in this church. The Lutherans are of
opinion, that a certain subordination and di-
versity, in point of rank and privileges among
the clergy, is not only highly useful, but ne-
cessary for the benefit of church communion.
But they are not agreed as to the extent of this
subordination, and the degrees of superiority
and precedence, that ought to distinguish their
doctors. Lvery country has its own liturgics,
which are the rules of proccgding in every
thing that relates to external worship, and the
public exercise of religion. They observea
number of holidays, such as the Nativity,
Ascension, Pentccost, &c.’

¢ MORAVIANS. ] They are so called from
their being origmally composed of a few fa-
mijlies in Moravia, 'Fhis society was formed
by Nicolas Lewis, Count of Zinzendorf,—
'Fheir doctrine is, that crcation and sanctifica-
tion, ought notto be hscribed to the Father,
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Son and Haly Ghost,, but belongs only to the
" Saviour, who is the appointed channel of the
Deity, that Christ has not conquered as God,
but as.a,man, wirh the same powers we have
to that purpose—that the law ought not to be
preached under the gospel dispensation—that
believers in Christ, have not to conquer their
lusts, but unly the corruption that is in the
world—that there is no particular election to
eternal life, and believers may fall away from
a state of grace. Their worship consists
chiefly in singing hymns~—they consider
lots as the decision of the Saviour ; their mar-
riages, and their preachers going to this or
that place, are all determined by lot, They
keep up the zeal of their society by love feasts,
which they celebrate when zeal and brotherly
love appear to languish,

‘The Church government is somewhat mys-
terious ; it is however Lpiscopal, and they
plead that their bishogs have an uninterrupted
succession of power from the apostles. Their
labours for propagating their religion, are as.
tonishing, They send Missionaries to every
part of the world, Their Missionaries are apa

¢
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pointed by lot, and cheerfully undertake mis-
sions to the coldest or hottest climates. They
are a people remarkable for equanimitv of
temper, arising from their faith, which has no
doubts attending it ; also for their prompt obe-
dience to the directions and mandates of their
church rulers, The head of their govern-
ment is at Hernhutt, in Germany, the subordi-
nate powers of their churchin America, is at
Bethlehem in Pennsylvania:

They have been very beneficial to the ‘vVest
India slaves—I[ have been in their Meeting
House in Antigua, where they have 5000
blacks in Society, and could not but admire
their piety and decorum, Their is a small but
respectable Society of them in Philadelphia,
under the direction of an intelligent and pious
Pastor.’

¢ MYSTICKS.] Are distinguished by their
professing a pure, sublime, and perfect devo-

" tion, and aspiring to a statc of passive con-

templation. The most noted writer of the
Mysticks was Jacob Behmen, a taylor at
Gorlitz, in the seventecnth century.,
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The bishop of Crambray, Mr. Law, &c.
wiere Mysticks, They placed all religion in
contemplation of God, and inward love to
him ; and also thought, that perfection is at-

tainable in this life.’
¢ PAPISTS.) Are so called from the Pope,

whom they own to be their infal} ible hewd |

'The decrees of Popes and Councils, they re-
ceive with the same reverence as the holy
scripture.  The sense in which they under-

stand the holy scripture, is what that church

puts upon it. 'They maintain that the au-
thority of the scripture, depends on the

churche They believe in the merit of works

for salvation, and that by works of superer.
ogation, they can procure favouys from God,
for themselves and others. 'That there is a
purgatory after death, where the truly peni-

tent after this life, are for a time tormented,

and suffer pain to expiate venial sins, which

their prayers and penances could not-attone

for, in this life, They offer the sacpﬁce of

the Mass, as a real external sacrifice, propiti-

atory for the living and the dead, and that
C2
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~ therein, the body of Christ is really offered up.
" They hold seven sacraments; to baptism
and the Lord’s supper they have added con-
firmation, penance, extreme unction, ordina.
' tion, and marriage, They baptize with the
sign of the cross. They bclieve the wafer
which they use in the Lord’s supper, to be
' the real body of Christ, which they receive
kneeling, but they deny the cup to the com.
mon people. They worship God under a
wisible representation, and by images. They
believe the church of Rome, to be the only
true church, they pray and say mass in Latin,
and believe that the scriptures should not be
translated out of the original, into vulgar
| languages.  ‘'hey pray for the dead.
"Lhey have two superb churches in Phila.
- delphia—two respectable congregations, and
two elegant pulpit orators, have the pasteral
charge of them, 'This denomination has pro-
" deced some of the most eminent and intelli-
gent Christians, in which number we find a
' Fenelon, a Kempis, a Xavier, a De Renty,
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“and Lady Guios. It is something very re-
markable that in every account I have read

of this body of Christians, I have always re.
cognized invectives and acrimony either less
or more. Even the most moderate as well
as intelligent compiler I have met with has
painted them m such colours as to prejudice
the reader’s mind against them ; and what is
worse has related anecdotes about them
which taly with the word slander. Delicacy
furbids me to mention the author’s name.’

«PRESBYTERIANS.) Are those who be-
lieve in the divine right of Presbyterian
government, by a subordination of church
judicatories, such as church sessions, presby-
terics and synods, or general assemblié¢s.—
That the only officers for rule and govern.
ment, are ministers and Elders ; that their ju-
dicatgries have a right to judge authoritively,
in matters of faith, and cases of conscience,
according to the word of God; that the
chutch is a spiritual and independent kinge
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dom under Christ, her only head, and not
subject to the power of civil rulers in her ec-
clesiastical capacity.

They employ Baptists to preach in their pul-
pits, and occasionally commune with Baptists
and Wesleyan Mechodists. Reading sermons
mstead of preaching, is notunfrequent among

- them. — Watts’s Psalms, as corrected by

~ Barlow,s are generally used in their church-

€S

The Presbyterians are very numerous and
respectable in the city of Philadelphia.

A \iisunderstanding having taken place in
the German' Presbyterian church in this city

' relative to their minister preaching in the

" Enylish as well as German language. 'T'he

minority whose children did not understand
German, insisted to have English preaching
once on each sabbath, but the others op-.

mosed and the minority withdrew from the
- church and collected a large congregation
. in the academy, where they have regular
- preaching by a pious and truly zealous mi.
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nister who does not take his sermon out
of his pocket and read it to his flock, but
he preaches it, and that from his heart. 1
have heard him with much pleasure and pro-
fit. A large church is now building for the
accommodation of this respectable body of
Christians.’

¢ PROTESTANTS.) Is a name given to
the Reformed Churches, who are so called
from the famous Protest, taken by several
princes of Germany, who adhcred to the Re-
formed religion, against a decree of the diet,
or council of the Empire, assembled in the
year 1529, By this decree the power which
had been granted to every prince by aformer
diet, for managing ecclesiastical affairs as he
thought proper, till the meeting of a general
council, was revoked by a majority of votes:
and every change declared unlawful that
should be introduced into the doctrine, or
public worship, of the established religion,
till the ‘determination of the council, which
was then expected should be known. This
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decree was justly considered as iniquitous and
mtolerable by the Elector of Saxony, the
Langrave of Hesse, and other members of
the diet, who were persuaded of the very
great necessity of areformation in the church.

These princes, finding that all their remon.
strances against this unjust decree made no
impression on Ferdinand (who was president
of the diet, in placé of Charles V. emperor
of Germany, who was at that time in Barcelo-
na) or upon the abetters of the antient su-
perstitions {whom the Pope’s legate animated
by his presence and exhortations) entered a

' solemn protest against this decree, in April,
- 19th in said year, and appealed to the em-

~ peror, and to a future council.

Although its derivation may seem to have

been in Germany, yet it seems also to have
been derived in England, from that notable
 protestation made in the year 1536, by King
"Henry VIIL in the name of the king, and
“the whole council, and clergy of England, in
“these words :~¢ England hath taken her
leave of Popish crafts for ever, never to be
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deluded with them hereafter ; Romish
bishops have nothing to do with English
people ; the ome doth not trafic with the
other ; at least, though they will have to do
with us, yet we will have none of their mer-
chandize, none of their stuff; we will receive
them for our council no more.”” Hence arose
the name Protestant, which has, ever since
that period, been given to all those who are
separated from the church of Rome.

¢ ROGEREENS.] Are a sect who call
themselves Baptist people, and Quakers. They
imitate the Quakers in their dress, and parti-
cular idioms of speech, as thee, thou, &c.~—
But the Quakers disown them, and call them
Ranters, and Rogereens. . They were denom-
inated Rogereens, from John Rogers, their

- founder, who lived at New London, in Con-

necticut. He began to make a considerable
noise about the year 1690, and continued to do
so for many years afterwards. Ile differed
from the other Quakers by holding that Bap-
tism and the Lord’s supper were gospel insti-
'utions.  But he most vehemently opposed the
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observation of the Lord’s day, or Christian
sabbath, maintaining every day to be alike
holy, They profess to be taught of the
Spirit, to oppuse the observation of this day,
and have gloried in their impnsonment fov
their conduct. Of late they are pretty quict.
They are not a numerous sect, and prevail
chiefly in the siate of Connecticut. They
call a religious observation of the sabbath, su-
perstition, idolatry, and abomination in the
sight of God, They say that by their not ob-
serving the sabbath day, they please God, and
nereby God owns them to be worthy of his
Son Jesus Christ,  Gnd testifies his approba-
tion of their conduct by lus spirit witucssing
with their hearts.’

¢ SEPARATISTS.] Area denomination of

- Christians in New Kngland, who, in respect of
 doctrine, do not differ from such of the con-
- gregational churches as are Calvinistic, They
- think that if any person is called, as Le sup-

poses, by the Spirit, to preach the gospel, he
has a right to do so, without human learning,
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or any trial of his qualifications by ministers
of their owa persuasion. In general. they are
- people ot good morals, and moﬁ'enswc in their
walk.’ |

¢« SHAKERS.] Instituted in 1774, are the
followers of one Anna Leese, whom they stile
the Elect Lady, and the Mother of all the
Elect-—they say she is the woman mentioned
in the 12th chapter of the Revelation, can
speak seventy-two tongues, and converses with
the dead. Their enjoyment is vented in jump-
ing, dancing, and violent exertions of the bo-
dy, which bringing on shaking, they are term-
ed Shakers. This dancing, they say, denotes
their victory over sin. Their most favorite
exercise Is turning round for some time,
whick in their opinion, shews the great power

of God.’

¢ SUBLAPSARIANS.] Hold that the de-
cree of the creation, and of the permission of
the fall, to the glory of the divine power,
wisdom and liberty, must be considered as be-
fore the decrce of election or reprobation,

C3
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which consider the elect world as in a fallen
state.’

¢« SUPRALAPSARIANS.] Hold that all
the works of God are comprehended 1n one
decree, and are all referred to one end, the
glory of divine justice and mercy. 'T'hat men
antecedently to this decree, are to be consid~
ered as only creatible and fallible. The differ-
ence between the Sublapsarians and Supralap-
sarians is not so much in the substince of the
doctrine, as in the method of delivering it.~—
Both hold, that in God there arc not many,
but one absolutely sumple decree; hoth assert
that the decree of God is absolutely free and ine
dependent, infuutely far from being influenced
by greater or less worth, or by any forseen
<ondition whatever in the creatare, Both
mezintain that the decree of God is most holy,
appointing punishment to none but those who
deserve it ; and grace to none but those who
stand in necd of it.’

¢ SWEDENBURGERS.] Are the disci-
ples of Emmanuel Swedenburgh, who lived
in the lait century, and was a native of Swe-
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den. They profess to be the new Jerusa-
lem Church. Their discriminating tenets
are—that God is no other than Jesus Christ,
whom they say always existed in 2 human
form; that for the redemption of men, he
took upon himself a human or material body,
but not a human soul ; that this redemption
consists in the bringing the hells, or evil spir-
1ts into subjection, and the heavens into order
and regulation, and-thereby preparing the way
for a new spiritual church; that withour. this
redemption, no man could be saved, nor could
the angels retain their state of integrity ; that
their redemption was effected by means of
trials, temptations, or conflicts with evil spirits :
and the last of them, by which Christ glorified
his humanity, perfecting the union of his di-
vine, with his haman nature, was his passion
upon the cross. Though they maintain that
there is but one God, and one divine person,
they hold that there is in this person a real
Trinity ; consisting of the divinity, the human-
ity, and the cperation . of them both in the
Lord Jesus: a Trinity which did not exist
from all eternity, but commenced at the incar=

yi
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nation. They belicve that the scripture is not
to be understood in a literal sense, but in that
spiritual sense, which never was known till
revealed to Swedenburgh, and this spiritual
sense extends to all the scriptures except the
“acts of the apostles ; that there are angels at-
tending upon men and residing in their affec-
tions; that temptation consists in a struggle
between good or bad angels within men; and
by this means, God assists men in tumptations,
since of themseives they could do nothing;
that there js an universal influx from God into
the souls of men, inspiring them especially
with the belief of the divine Unity ; that there
are two worlds essentially distinct from each
other, viz. the material, and the spiritual world,
though perfectly corresponding to each other;
that at death a man enters into the spiritual
world, when his soul is clothed with what they
call a substantial body, in- opposition to the
present material body, which they say will
never rise out of the grave. He and his fol-
lowers also imagined that they conversed with
angels and the spirits of the departed, yea all
the infabitants of the planetary worlds, The
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abovec opinions are held by many in Europe,

and by sundry persons in the Unjted States.’
« UNIVERSALISTS.) Are those who

profess to believe that all men shall be at last
saved, even from hell ; yea, some of themn-
clude devils in this salvation while others de«
ny the existence of fallen angels altogether.
'"The opinion of salvation from hell, was first
broached by Origen, but did never much
spread till of late years. Some of the Univer-
salists are Arians, and others of them are So-
cinians. Some of them believe that men exist-
ed in a former stae before they came into
this world, and a that state, were sul“xject‘to
Christ; this they think is implied in return.
ing to Christ the bishop of souls. The Chan-
cean Universalists divide Christ’s mediatory
reign inwo two periods. L'he first is in the
present state f existence, ti)l the resurrec-

tion. The seccad period they have made to
be from the resurrection to the last judg-

mecnt ; which they Jledge will be so long, as
it may be called for zver. In this scnse
they understand all the scripture phrases

D
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which express eternity. The Murrayean
Universalists hold that there is no punish-
ment of sinners in the world to come at all,
but that their" punishment is only in this
life ; or rather what was endured by Christ,
“who took the whole of the human race into a
state of union to himself, and snffered for
them. 'There are others who hold that the
elect, in the world to come, will be employed
in persuading the wicked to submit to Christ,
and will fihally succeed. That there is mo
attonement for sin by Christ, nor any impu-
‘tation of his righteousness in our justifica.
tion ; and that the sufferings of the damned
are not to make attonement for their sins,
but only to bring them to a submission to
Christ. That there is no warrant for a stand-
ing gospel-ministry, nor for the baptism of
infants ; hence, they re.baptize such as join
heir fellowship. There are some of the
Universalists who are formed into separate
societies, and meet by themselves for wor.
ship ; but many of them remain in the com:
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munion of other religious societies, profes-
ring articles of faith which they do not be.
lieve. Which is dishonourabie as well as un-
scriptural.

UNIVERSAL FRIEND.) Is the title ag-
sumed by Jemima Wilkinson, who was born
~in Rhode.Island. She says that in the year
1776, being sixteen years of age, she died,
and when about to be buried, she was again
quickened by a power from above, but not
by her own soul, which, she says, is yet in
heaven. She says she then received a com-
mission to preach. She tells her hearers that
this is the eleventh hour,the last call of mercy;
and that those who will not believe the exalt-
ed thiugs she says of herself, will be in the
state of the unbelieving Jews, who neglect
the council of God against themselves. She
professes to immediate revelation of all which
she d:livers; and that she has arrived at a
state of absolute perfuction.

When she left her situation above Ger-
santown, near Philadelphia, where she re.
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gided for some years, she emigrated to Gene-
bee. in the state of New-York. Here she
gave out that she was the woman to whom
were given two wings of a great eagle, that
she might flee iuto the wilderness unto her
place. She professes to heal diseases in a
miraculous manner ; and when persons are
not cured, she ascribes it to their want of
faith. She has a society formed in Gene-
see, who believe in her divine mission ;
~and whom she has taught to observe
both the Jewish and Christian salbaths.—
Agreeable to her pretentions, she has her lin-
ens marked, I. H. S. (Jesus Hominum Sal.
vator.)

« SABBATARIANS.] Are a body of Chris-
~ tians who keep the seventh day as the Sabbath,
~ and are to be found principally, if not wholly,
- among the Baptists, The common reason why
- Christians observe the first day of the week
'~ as the Sabbath are, that on'this day Christ rosc
- {rom the dead ; that the apostles assembled,
- preached and adminisrered the Lord’s Supper,
- and it has been kept by the church for several




ages, if not from the time when Christianity
was originally promulgated. The Sabbata-
rians, however, think these reasons unsatis-
factory, and assert that the change of the Sab-
bath from the seventh to the first day of the
week, was effected by Constantine, upon his
conversion to the Christian religion. The
three following propositions contain a summa-
ry of their principles as to this article of the
Sabbath, by which they stand distinguished.—
1st. That God hath required the observation
of the seventh, or last day of every week, to
be observed by mankind universally for the
weekly sabbath, 2dly. That this command
of God is perpetually binding on man'till time
shall be no more ; and 3dly. That this sacred
rest of the seventh day sabbath is not (by di<
vine authority) changed from the seventh and
last to the first day of the week, or that the
scripture doth no where require the observa-
tion of any other day of the . week for the
weekly sabbath, but the seventh day only,—
There are two congregations of the Jabbata-
rians in London, one among the General Bap-
tists’ meeting in Mill Yard, the other among the
De
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particular Baptists in Cripplegate. There are
alsoa few to be found in different parts of Eng-
land, America, &c.’

¢ METHODISTS.) In Eurcpe and
America form alarge and respectable part
of the community. About seventy.five
years ago, they sprang up at Oxford ; and
differénce of religious sentiment soon dism-
buted them into two parties; the one under
Mr. George Whitefield, the other under
Messrs. John and Charles Wesley. These
Jeaders were educated at Oxford, and uni-
formly professed an attachment to the arti-
eles and liturgy of the cstsblished church,
though they more commonly adopted the
mode of worship which prevails among the
dissenters. Upon their being excluded from
- the pulpits in many churches, they took to
- preaching in the fields, and were attended by
. large audiences. In their public labors, Mr.
~ Whiteficld was remarked for an engaging
. and powerful eloquence, and Mr. Wesley,
- both in preaching and writing, possessed a
. heat perspicuous simplicity. Even their ene,
mies must confess that they contributed in
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scveral places to reform the manners of the
lower classes of the community. The fol-
lowers of Mr. Wesley (who died in London
1791, aged 88,) are Arminians, though many
of his preachers incline to Baxterianism.w
The followers of Mr. Whitefield who died
in America, 1770, aged 56) are Calvinists,
and were warmly patronized by the late Coun- |
tess Dowager of Huntingdon. Both Mr.
Wesley and Mr. Whitefield were indefiatiga.
ble in promoting their views of the Christian
religion ; and it is well known, for this pur-
pose, went over several times to America.
Mr. Whitefield established an Orphan House
in Georgia, for which he made large collec- '
tions, and which was converted into a college
for the education, of young men designed chief.
ly for the ministry. It has since been burnt, &
the whole of the benefice annexed to it s is
in the possession of the state; a just judg-
ment for purchasing slaves to support a char.
itable institution ! |
"The distinguishing principles of Methodism
are, galvation by faith only in Jesus Christ,
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~ perceptible conversion, and an assurance of re-
conciliation to God, which is inseparably con-
nected with the new birth. Several persons
have written the life of Mr. Wesley. One
has been published by Mr. Hampson, another
by Dr. Whitehead, and a third by Dr. Coke
and Mr. Moore. Mr. Whitefield’s life was
written by Dr. Gillies, a minister of the Scotch
. established church at Glasgow. Mr. Wesley
. and Mr. Whitefield published a minute ac-
count of their travels and itinerant labors, both
in- England and America. 'These accounts
are entitled Journals, and serve to illustrate
the principles and progress of Methodism,—
| See also a sermon recommended by Mr. John
'Wesley, and preached by Dr. James Hamilton
. at Leeds, 1789, before the Methodist preach-
_ers assembled in conference, and a large body
‘of people in cOnnexion with them.

The appellation Methodist was first applied
to the ancient physicians, who practised medi-
cine by method, or regular rules, and was moré
;*especially given ta Galen and his followers, in
oppos:taon io the practxce of quackery or em-
piricjsm,  But the term is now applied to this
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body of ‘Christians, on aécount of the metho-
dical strictness of their religious conduct, and
is by some indiscriminately appropriated to
every one who manifests a more than ordinary
concern for the salvation of mankind.

It scems to be the besetting sin of most
christian denominations, to extol themselves
and traduce and misrepresent the others. But
I think I can boldly affirm that no society
inChristendom has been more grievously tradv~
ccd and calumniated than the Methodists, and
I hope I will not be accused of partiality when
I add that none deserves such treatment less.
Although I do not agrcc with them in judg-
ment, at least in some thmgs, vet upon the
whole, I believe no society in the same num-
ber of years, ever done so much-good as they
unquestionably have done both in Europe and
Americas  Their preachers travel through
winter’s pinching cold & summer’s sultry heat, -
over lofty mountains and through lonely for-
ests to call poor sinners to repentance, and re-
ceive only the paltry sum of eighty dollarsper
annum, which is an evident proof thar it is the
love of God, and not the love of money which
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stimulates them to forego every carthly com-
fort and endure every earthly hardship to win
souls to God. As I believe many thousands
of the people of America even to the present
moment harbour the most spurious as well as
undeserved opinions of them, and as such per-
sons pethaps will not peruse a Methodistical
publication, and above all as I wish to vindi-
«cate injured innocence, I will take the liberty
to digress a little from the brevity of my plan,
and enlarge the present account. And first in
order to shew the purity and primitive simpli-
city of the first establishment of Methodism,
I will introduce in the words of Mr. Wesley,
the nature and design of his socicties.

“ The nature, design, and general rules of
our united societies.

1. In the latter end of the vear 1739, eight
or ten persons came to me in London, who
appeared to be deeply convinced of sin, and
earnestly groaning for redemption. 'I'hey de-
sired (as did iwo or three more the next day)
that I would spend some time with them in
prayer, and advise them how to flee from the
wrath to come ; which they saw continually
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hanging over their heads. That we might
have more time for this great work, I ap-
pointed a day when they might all come to-
gether, which from theace forward they did
every week, namely on Thursday in the
evening, To these, and as many more as
desired to join with them, (for their number
increased daily) I gave those advices from
time to time, which 1 judged most needful
for them : and we always concluded our meet-
ings with prayer suited to their several ne-
cessities.,

2. 'This was the rise of the United Society,
first in London, and then in other places.—
Such a society, is no other than a company
of men having the form and seeking the
power of godliness, united in order te pray
together, to receive the word of exhortation,
and to watch over one ancther in love, that
they may help each other to work out their
salvation.

3. That it may the more easily be diccern.-
ed, whether they are indeed working out their
own salvation, each society is divided into
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smaller companies, called Classes, according
to their respective places of abodes There
are about twelve persons inevery class : one
of whom is styled The Leader.—It is his
business,

I. To see each person in his class once a
week at least, in order

1. 'Fo'enquire hiow their souls prosper.

2. 'T'o advise, reprove, comfort or ex-
hort, az occasion may require.

3. To receive what they arc willing to
give, towards the relief of the poor.

II. To meet the ministers and the stew-

~ards of the society once a week, in
order,

1. To inform the minister of any that are
sick, or of any that walk disorderly,
and will net be reproved.

2. To pay to the stewards what they have
received of the several classes in the
week preceding.

4, There is one only condition previously
required of those who desire admis.
sion into these societies, a desire to
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flee from the wrath to come, i. ¢. a de-
sire to be saved from their sins. But

wherever this is really fixed in the’

soul, it will be shewn by its fruits. Tt
is therefore expected of all who con.
tinue therein, that they should con-

tinue to evidence their desire of salva.
tion,

First—By doing no harm, by aveiding
evil of every kind ; especially that which is
most generally practised : such as

The taking the name of God in vain.

The prophaning the day of theLord, eith.
er by doing ordir.ary work thereon, or by buy-
ing or selling.

Drunkenness, buying or selling spirituous
liquors ; or drinking them, unless in cases of
necessity.

Fighting, quarrelling, brawling, brother
going to Jaw with brother, returning evil
for evil, or railing for railing, the using many
words in buying or selling,

The buying or selling of goods that have
not paid the duty.

D3

-
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The giving or taking things on usury, 7. e

| unlawful interest :

Uncharitable or unprofitable conversation ;

‘particularly speaking evil of magistrates or of
‘ministers :

Doing to others as we would not they
should do unto us :
- Doing what we know is not for the glory of
God : As |

The putting on of gold or costly apparel :

The taking such diversions as cannot be
used in.the name of the Lord Jesus :
- The singing those songs, or reading these
books, which do not tend to the knowledge
or love of God :

Softness and needless self.indulgence :

Laying up treasure upon earth :

Borrowing without a probability of pay.
ing ; or taking up goods without a probabili-
ty of paying for them.

5.—1It is expected of all who continue in
these societies, that they should continue to
evidence their desire of salvation :

Secondly, By doing good, by being in eves
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ry kind merciful after their power; as they
have opportunity, doing good of every possi-

ble sort, and as far as is possible, to all
men:

To their bodies, of the ability which God
giveth, by giving food to the hungry, by
clothing the naked, by visiting or helping
them that are sick, or in prison.

To their souls, by instructing, reproving
or exhorting all we haveany intercourse with;
trampling under foot that enthusiastic doc-
trine, that “we are not to do good, unless
our hearts be free to it.”

By doing good, especially to them that are
of the household of faith, or groaning so to
be ; employing them preferably tc others,
buying one of another, helping each other in
business ; and so much the more, because the
world will love its own and them only.

By all possible diligence and frugality, that
the gospel be not blameds.

By running with patience the race that is
set before them, denying themselves, and
taking up their cross daily ; submitting to

——

e —————
BERpp—eE
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bear the reproach of Christ, to be as the filth
and off- -scouring of the world : and looking
that men should say all manner of evil of
them falsely for the Lord’s sake.

. 6.=Itis expected of all who continue in
these societies, that they should continue to
evidence their desire of salvation.

. 'Thirdly, By attending upon all the ordi-
nances of God : such are

. The public worship of God :
The ministry of the word, either read or

expounded :
The supper of the Lord ;

Family and private prayer ;

Searching the scriptures, and

Fasting, or abstinence.

7.—~These are the general rules of our so.
cieties, all which we are taught of God to
observe, even in his written word, which is
the only rule, and the sufficient rule both of
our faith and practice. And all these we
know his spirit writes on every truly awaken-
ed heart. If there be any amongus who ob-
serve them not, who habitually break them,
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iet it be made known unto them who watch
over that soul, as they that must give ah ac~
count. We will admonish him of the error
of his ways: we will bear with him for a sea-
son. But then, it he repent not, he hath no
more place among us. We have dehvered out
own souls,
/ JOHN WESLEY.
CHARLES WESLEY

I will now in a few words suggest the rise
of Methodism in America, which was in the
year 1766, first through the instrumentality
of Philip Embury a local preacher of their
society from Ireland who began to preach in
the city of New York, and formed a society
of his own countrymen and the citizens : and
the same year, Themas Webb preached in a
hired room, near the barracks. About the
same time, Robert Strawbridge, a local preach-
cr from Ireland, settled in Frederic County, i
the state of Maryland, and preaching there,:
formed some societiess The first Methodist
church in New York was built in 1768 or
1769 ; and in 1769, Richard Boardman and

B
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~ Joseph Pilmorc came to New York; who
were the first regular Methodist preachers on
the continent.  In the latter end of the year
1771, Francis 'Asbury and Richard Wright,
of the same order, camc over, and the suc-
cess of their ministerial labours was truly
astonishing, which I will exhibit in one com-
pendious view by prescnting the candid rea-
der with alist made out by a minister, of
. piety, respectability and talent—] "will hum-
bly take the liberty to mention his mame*
which I think will give the statement general

currency.

¥ The Rev. Jesse Lee, chaplain to Congress.

L

No, in No. of No. of
" The year,  Society. Incrcase. Decrease. circuits, Prchs.
1771 316
1772 500. 184
Y7113 1160 60 o 10
M4 2073 913 10 17
1175 3148 10775 ' 10 20
1776 4921 1773 11 25

Y 6968 20141 15 K1)
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No. i;: No. of No. of

The year.  Society. Increase. Decrease. circuits. Prchs.
. 1802 86,734 13,860 210 58
i ‘1803 104,070 17,336 223 387
1804 113,134 906 4 230 407
1805 119,945 6811 244+ 433
1806 130,570 10,625 261 466

- 1807 144,590 14,020 289 526
1808 151,995 7405 306 545

. 1809 153,038 11,043 324 589

Number of Members tn the Methodist So-
clety in 1809.

Total in Britain and Ireland, 157,921
in‘the West Indies, 12,508
in the British dominions in

America, 1121
in Gibraltar and Africa, 40

in the U. States of America, 163,038

I R P

Total number of the Methodist So-
ciety throughout the world, 334,628

There are some thousand Methodists in Phil-
adelphia, many of whom are persons of thc
fitst respectability—they have six meecting
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houses and several preachers, itinerant and lo-
cal, the gentleman who at present has the pas-
toral charge is allowed to be a first rate pulpit
orator, makes a very graceful appearance, and
15 highly respected by his own and other so-
cieties. Their principal church is. called St,
Georges in Fourth near Vine street. *
‘The reader no doubt will be anxious to as-
certain the reason of the decrease of 10,979
members in the yeats accordmg to the abpvc
stateinent, the rcason of which is given in.the
subsequent view of the Christain Church. I
will conclude with a fricndly epistle from the
Rev. Charles Wesley, to the Rev. George
Whitebeld. written in 1755, which will shew
that love and fnendshxp ptevaxlcd altho’ they
differed in sentiment. | —

Come on, my WHiTzr1ELD! (since the strife is past ™
And friends at first are friends again at last)

Our hands, and hearts, and counsels iet us join -

In mutual league, t"advance the work Divine.

Our one contention now, our single aim,

To pluck poor souls as brands out of the flame;

To spread the victory of that bloody cross,

And gasp our latest breath in the Redeemer’s cause.

E 2
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Too long, alas! we ga.e to Satan place,
‘When party-zeal put on an angel’s face,
"Too long we list’ned to the coz’ning fiend,
‘Whose trumpet sourded, ¢ For the faith contend !*’
Wxth hasty blindfold rage, in error’s night,
How did wewith our fellowssoldiers fight!
We could not then our Father’s children know,
But each mi%’took his brother for his foe.
o Foes to the truth, can you in conscience spare!
¢ Tear them, (the temper cry’d) in pieces tear!’’
So thick the darkness, sc confus’d the noise,
‘We took the stranger’s for the shepherd’s voice ;
Rﬂh nature wav'd the controversial sword,
On fire to fight the battles of the Lorp, -
Fraternal love from every breast was driv’n,
And bleeding Charity return'd to heaven.

The Savioun saw our strife with pitying eye,
And cast a look that made the shadows fly ;
Soon as the day-spring in his presence shone,
We found the two fierce armies were but one;
Common our hope, and family, and name,
Our arms, our Captain, and our crown the same,
Enlisted all beneath IMMANNUEL’s sign,
And purcha’d every soul with precious blood divine.

Then let us cordially again embrace,
Nor e'er infringe the league of gospel gracc;
Let us in Jesus’ name tobattle go,

And turn our arms against the common foc §
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Chace the Philistines, on their shoulders fly,

vight side by side beneath our Captain's eye,
And, more than corquerors, in the harness die.

For whether I am born to ¢ blush above,”
On earth suspicious of electing love,
Or you o’erwhelm’d with honourable shame,
To shout the universal SAviovr’s name,
It matters not; if, all oyr conflicts past, .
Before the great white throne we meet at last :
Our only care, while sojourning below,
Our real faith by real love to show :
To blast the aliens’ hope, and let them see
How friends of jarring sentiments agree ;
Not in a party’s narrow banks confin’d,
Not by a sameness of opinions join’d,
But cemented with the Redeemer’s blood,
And bound together in the heart of Gob.

Can we forget from whence cur tnion came,
When first we sirsply met in Jesus’ name?
The name mysterious of the Gop UNKNOWN,
Whose secret love allur’d, and drew us on
Thro’ a long, lonely, legal wilderness,
To find the promis’d land of gospel peace.
True yoke-fellows, we then agreed to draw
Th’ intolerable burden of the Law,
And jointly lab’ring on with zealous strife,
Strengthen’d each other’s hands to work for Life
'To turn against the world our steady face,
And, valiant for the truth, enjoy disgrace.

71
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Then, when we serv’d our Gop thro’ fear alone,
Qur view, our studies, and our hearts were one:
No smallest difference damp'd the social flame :
In Mose’s schiool we thought,and spake the same:

~ And must we, now in Christ, with shame confess,.

Our love was greater when our light was less?
When darkly thro’ a glass with servile awe,

‘We first the spiritual commandment saw,

Could we not then, our mutual love to show,
Thro’ fire and water for each other go?

We could—we dide=in a strange land I stood,
And beckon'd thee to cross the Atlantic flood
With true affection wing’d, thy ready mind,

Left country, fame, and ease, and friends behind,
And, eager all heav’n’s counsels to explore,

Flew thro’ the watry world and grasp’d the shore.

Nordid I longer, at my friends desire,

To tempt the furnace, and abide the firc:

When suddenly sent forth, from the high-ways

] call’d poor outcasts to the feast of grace;

Urg’d to pursue the work by thee begun,

Thro’ good and ill report I still rush’d on,

Nor felt the fire of popular applause, , .

Nor fear’d the tort’ring flame in such a glorious cause.

Ah! wherefore did we ever seem to patt,
‘Or clash in sentiment, while one in heart?
gWhat dire device did the old Serpent find,
To put asupder those whom Gop had join’d!
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Frem Folly and self-love opinion rose,
'T'o sever friends who never yet were foes ;
To baffle and divert our noblest aim,
Confound our pride, and cover us with shame;
To make us blush beneath her short-lived pow'r,
And glad the world with one triumphant hour..

| : »

By Faith on all the hostile powers we tread,.
And crush thro’ Jesus’ strength the Serpents head.

Jesus hath cast the curst Accuser down.

Hath rooted up the tares by Satan sown:
Kindled anew the never dying flame,

And re-baptiz'd our souls into his name.

Soon as the virtue of his name we feel,

‘The storm of strife subsides, the sea is still,

All nature bows to his benign command,

And two are one in his Almighty hand.

One in his hand, O may we still remain,

Fast bound with love’s indissoluble chain ;
(That adamant which time and death defies,
That golden chain which draws us to the skies!)
“His love the tie that binds us to the throne,

His love the bond that perfects us in one

Hig love (let all the ground of friendship see) }

But lo! the snare is broke, the captive's freed, g ~

His only love constrains our hearts t'agree,
And gives the rivet to Eternity !

CHRISTIAN CHURCH.] I am sorry it

is not in my power to give an official account

TN G M
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of this body of Christians—1 called twice

upon their minister in this city, but he could
not, or at least did not, furnish me with an
account of his Society—1 therefore must give
a brief statement of their tenets to the best of
my own knowledge. 1In the year 1794 many
of the subordinate officers of the Methodist
¥piscopal Church, as well as members, not
being altogether satisied with the authority
vested in their superior officers, one of the dis-
affected party, a respectablc minister,* made
a motion in conference, for amending the form
of Discipline in one part only, as follows :

¢ After the bishop appoints the preachers
at conference to their several circuits, if any
one think himself injured by the appoinunent,
he shail have liberty to appeal to the confer-
ence and state his objections ; and if the con..
ference approve his objections, the bishop shall
appoint him to another circuic.”

‘I'he motion waslost; the appeal not grant-

ed; several preachers therefore thh ‘M.

O’Kelly, uud 10,979 members lost to the Me-
thodist Church,

* The Rev, Jumes O'K elh/.

See Appendix, for the remaindcr of the account ol
the Christian Church.




VIEW, &C. 75

HUTCHINSONIANS.] The followers '
of John Hutchinson, born in Yorkshire, 1674,
and who in the early part of his life served |
the Duke of Somerset, in the capacity of a
steward. 'The Hebrew scriptures, he says,
comprize a perfect system of natural philoso-
phy, theology, and religion. In opposition to
Dr. Woodward’s Natural History of the
Earth, Mr. Hutchinson, in 1724, published
the first part of his curious book, Moses’s
Principia. Its second part was presented to
the public in 1727, which contains, as he ap-
prehends, the principles of the scripture phi-
losophy, which are a plenum and the air, So
high an opinion did he entertain of the He.
brew language, that he thought the Almighty
must have employed it to communicate every
species of knowledge, and that accordingly
every species of knowledge is to bie found in
the Old 'Testament. Of his mode of Philo-
sophising the following specimen is brought
forward to the reader’s attention. ¢ The air
(he supposes) exists in three conditions, fire,
light and spirit, the two latter are the finer




e S oA T M A7 LTI o e

76 A CONCI3E

‘and grosser parts of the air in motion : From

the earth to the sun, the ai1 is finer and finer
til] it becomes pure light near the confines of
the sun, and fire in the orb of the sun, or solar
focuse IFrom the earth towards the circum.
ference cf this system, in which he includes
the fixed stars, the air becomes grosser and
grosser till it becomes stagnant, in whichcon.
dition it is at the utmost verge of thissystem;
from whence (in his opinion) the expression
of outer darkness, and blackness of darkness,

“used in the New Testament, seems to be

taken.”’ |

The followers of Mr. Hutchinson are nu.
merous, and among others the Rev. Mr.
Romaine, and the late Lord Duncan Forbes
of Culloden. They have never formed them.
selves into any distinct church or society.—
See an abstract of Mr. Hutchinson’s writings
by the Dean of Canterbury, and also M.
Jones’s Lectures on the figurative language
of the scripture.




EPISCOPALIANS.] The Eiscopalians, in
the modern acceptation of the term, belong
more especially to the church of England,
and derive this title from Episcopus, the
Latin word for Bishop. They insist on the
divine origin of theirbishops, and other church
officers, and on the alliance between church
and state. Respecting these subjects, how.
ever, Warburton and Hoadley, together with
others of the learned amongst them, have
different opinions, as they also have on their
thirty-nine articles ; which were established
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth.

They are to be found in most common
prayer books ; and the Episcopal church in
America has reduced their number to twenty.
By sonie these articles are made to speak the
language of Calvinism, and by others have
been interpreted in favour of Arminianism.
'T'he doctrines and discipline of the Church
of England are nearly connected with the re.
formation of Luther in Germany, and also

with the state of ecclesiastical affairs for a
E 3
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considerable . time before the reformation
commenced.

Eusebius positively asserts, that Christi-
anity was first introduced into South Brit-
ain by the appostles and their disciples;
and it is supposed that the apostle Paul visit-
ed this country, whose zeal, diligence, and
fortitude were abundant. It isalso said that
numbers of persons profcssed the Christian
faith here about the year 150; and according
to Usher, there was, in the vear 182, a schoo!
of learning, to provide the British churches
with proper teachers.

John Wickhiff, educated at Oxford, in the
1eign of Edward I1L was the first person
who publickly questioned, and boldly refuted
the doctrine: of Popery. He left behind him
many followers, who were called Wickliffites
and Lollards ; the latter being a term of re-
proach taken from the Fiemish tongue. In
the council of Constance, 1415, the memory
and opinions of Wickliff (who died peaceably
at Lutterworth, 1387) were condemned, and
soon after his bones were dug up and burns,




' viEw, &c. 79

This impotent rage of his enemies served on.
ly to promote the cause of reform which
Wickliff had espoused. It is with a view to
this subsequent extension of his doctrine that
the udicious Rapin observes—*¢ His ashes
were thrown into the brook which runs thro’
the town of Lutterworth, the brook conveyed
the ashes to the Severn, and the Severn to
the sea.”’

The” Church of England broke off from
“the Romish church in the time of Henry
VIII. when (as has- been already related)
Luther began the reformation in Germany.

We must notforget to mention the follow-
ing generous action of Charles V. though he
was the avowed enemy of Luther, and of
the reformation which he effected. While
Charles’s troops were quartered at Wirtem-
burg, in 1547, which was one year after Lu-
ther’s death, a soldier gave Luther’s effegies
in the church of the castle two stabs with his
dagger; and the Spaniards earnestly desired
fhat his tomb might be pulled down, and his
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bones dug up and burnt: But the emperor
wisely answered—+I1 have nothing farther
to do with Luther : He has henceforth ano-
ther Judge, whose jurisdiction it is not law-
ful for me to usurp. Know that I make not
war with the dead but wit% the living, who
still make war with me.”” He would nct
therefore suffer his tomb to be demolished,
and he forbade any attempt of the nature up-
on pain of death.

"Towards the close of life this great emper.
or retired to a monastry, and in his retire.
ment, we are told,  that he was particular.
ly curious with regard to the construction of
clocks and watches ? and having found, afte:
repeated trials, that he could not bring any
two of them to go exactly alike, he reflected,
it is said, with a mixture of surprize as well
as regret, on his own folly, in having bestow-
ed so much time and labour in the more vain
attempt of bringing mankind to a precise
uniformity of sentiment concerning the intri.
tate and mysterious doctrines of religion.

In earlier life, and during the earlier par:
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of his reign, Henry was a bigotted Papist,
burnt Wm. Tyndal, who made one of the first
and best English translations of the New Testa-
ment, and wrote fiercely in defence of the se-
ven sacraments, against Luther, for which the
Pope honored kim with the title of the defend-
cr of the faith, This title is rerained by the
kings of England even to the present day,
though they are the avowed enemies of those
opinions, by contending for which he acquired
that honorable distinction.  Henry, falling out
with the Pepe took the government of eccle-
siastical affairs in his own hands ; and having
reformed many enormous abuses, entitled hima
self supreme head of the church.

The church of England 1s governed by the
king, who is the supreme head; by two arch
bishops, and twenty-four bishops. 'The bene-
fices of the bishops were converted by William
the Conqueror intu temporal baronies ; so that
every prelate has u seat and vote in the house
of peers, Dr Benjamin Hoadley, however,
in a sermon preached from this text, my king-
Jomis not of this world, insisted that the
lerzy had no pretensions to temporal jurisdige

I
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tions, which gave rise to various publications,
termed by way of eminence the Bangoran Coa-
troversy, for Hoadly was then bishop of Bangor.
There is a bishop of Sodar and Man, who has
no seat in the house of peers; and a late pre-
late of this see was the amiable and learned
Dr. Wilson, Since the death of the pedantic
and intolerant archbishop Laud, men of mod.-
erate principles have been raised to the see of
Camerbury, and this hath tended not a little to
the tranquillity of chuich and state,

The cstablished church of Ireland is the
same as the church of England, and is govern-
€d by the four archbishops and eighteen bish.
ops. In the course of this century disputes
have arisen among the English clergy respet-
ing the propriety of subscribiug to any human
formulary of religious sentiment.  An appli-
cation for its removal was made to parliament
n 1772, by the petitioning clergy, and recciv-
ed, as it deserved, the most public discussion
inthe house of commons. Many valuable
publications appeared on the subject, especially
the confessional of archdeacon Blackburn;
and since that period, Dyer’s Treatise on Sub-
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sciiption.  So convinced were some of the
clergy of the impropriety of subscription, that
several resigned their livings, and published
reasons for their condyct.

The Rev. Mr. T. Lindsey withdrew from
the church because he objected to the trinity—
professing to worship the Father only, as the
one true God, to the exclusion of Jesus Christ
and of the Holy Spirit as objects of worship, -

Several attempts have been made to amend
the articles, the liturgy, and soms things which
related to the internal government of the
church of England. Dr. Watson, the present
bishop of Landaff, hath more lately written a
letter to the archbishop of Canterbury, in
which he argues for the propriety of a more
equal distribution of salary among the diffci-
ent orders of the clergy,  But this plan, pro-
jected by the worthy prelate, together with
the preceding proposals for reform by the an-
thors of the Free and Candid Disquisitions, and
the Appeal to Reason and Candor, have been
suffered to sink into oblivion, ‘The church of
¥ngland has produced a succession of eminent
men, Among its ornaments are to be reckon-
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ed Usher, Hall, Taylor, Stillinfleet, Cudworth,
Wilkins, Tillotson, Cumberland, Barrow, Bur-
net, Pzarson, Hammond, Whitby, Clarke,
Hoadley, Jortin, Secker, Horne, Lowth and
Warburton. In the Appendix to Mosheim’s
Kcclesiastical Historv, will be found a circum-
stantial account of the correspondence carried
on in the year 1718, between Dr. William
Wake, archbishop of Canterbury, and certain
doctors of the Sorbonne of Paris, relative to a
pioject of union between the English and Gal-
lican churches.’

¢ TRINIT.ARTAN.) The Trinitarian be-
lieves the doctrine of a T'rinity, by which is
generallv understood, that therc are threc
di-tinct persons in one undivided God-head—
the Father— the Son, and the Holy-Ghost.
"T'he word 'I'rinity is not to be found in the
Bivle, but is a scholastic term derived from
the Latin word ""rinitas, denoting athree fold
unity. The most learned writers entertain
such various and contradictory scntiments re-
specting  this mystery, that it is difficult to
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know to whom the term Trinitarianis justly
applicable.  Waterland. Howe, Sherlock,
Pearson, Barnet, Beveridge, Wallis, and
Watts, have each of them separate opinions
on this subjecte Dr. Priestley, however,
thinks Trinitarians reducible to two classes g
those who believe that there is no proper di.
vinity in €hrist, beside that of the Father,
and the class of T'ritheists, who mairrain that
there are three distinct equal Gods.

Nearly allied to this latter class are the
Athanasians, a name derived from Athanasi.
us, a Father of the Christian church, who
lived in the fourth century. The creed which
bears his name in the Common Prayer Pook,
is not of his composition; and so littie at-
tached was Tillotson to it, thatin writing to
Dr. Burnet, the historian, he says, ¢ 1 wish
we were well rid of it.”” The episcops! church
mn America have rejected it. % cve the ac-
count of the doctrine of the Trinity contained
in this crzed ever so just and satisfactory,
yet its damnatory clauses are highly excep-
tionable, and have given great offenve to somc

F2
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of the more sensible and worthy members
of the established church of England. It
were we.l, if before we made up our mind
on this intricate article of faith, we were care-
fully to read Dr. Watts’s Essay on the Im.
portance of any Human Schemes to explain
the doctrine of the T'rinity. This essay shews
first, that no such scheme of explication is
necessary to salvation ; secondly, that it may
yet be of great use to the Christian church
and, thirdly, and all such explications ought
to be proposed with modesty to the world,
and never impossd on the conscience.

Burnet tells v, that before thz reformation
it was usual in 1lagland to have pictures of
the Trinity.  God the Father was generally
represented in the shape of an old man with
a tripple crown, and rays about his head! The
Son, in another part of the picture looked
- like a young man, with u single crown on his
~ head, and a radiant countenance. The bles-
~sed Virgin was between them,in a sitting

posture ; and the Holy Ghost, under the ap-
- pearance of a dove, spread his wings over
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her. This picture, he tells us, is still to be
scen in a prayer book printed 1526, according
to the cerimonial of Salisbury. Skippon al.
so tells us, there is at Padua a representation
of the Trinity, being the figure of an old
man with three taces and three beards.  See
Broughton’s history of all Religions, 2 vol.
fol. article Trinity. Ilow contrary are these
sbsurd representations of the Deity to the
sublime declarations of our Saviour: John.
iv, 24, “God is a Spirit, and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in troth,

SaBELLIANs reduces the three persons in
the Trinity to three characters or relations.
"I'his has been called by some a modal Trini-
ty, and the persons who hold it Modalists.—
Sabellius, the founder of this sect, espoused
the doctrine in the third century. Of his
tenets, the accounts are various. Some say,
he taught that the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, were one subsistence, and one person,
with three names: And that in the Old Tes-
tament the Deity delivered the law as Father,
in the New Testament dwelt among men as
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ti Son, and descended on the Apostles as
the Holy Spirit. Something similar to this
opinion gains ground in the principality of
Wales.

Between the system of Sabellianism, and
what is termed the Indwelling scheme, there
appears to be some r:semblance, if it be not
precisely the same, differently explaineds—
The Indwelling scheme is chiefly founded on
that passage in the New Testament, where
the apostle, sptaking of Christ, says—In
him dweclleth all the fullnes of the God-head
bodily.”” Dr. Watts, towards the close ot
his life, became a Sabellian, and wrote seve-
ral pieces in defence of it. His sentiments
on the trinity appear to have been, that ¢¢ the
(God-head, the Deity itself, personally dis-
tinguised as the Father, wasunited to the man
Christ Jesus; in consequencc of which union
or indwelling of the God-head, he became
properly God.” Mr. Palmer, in his useful
edition of Johnson’s life of Watts, observes,
that Dr. Watts conceived this union to have
subsisted before the Saviour's appearance in
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the flesh, and that the human soul of Christ
existed with the Father from before the
foundation of the world ; on which ground he
maintains the real descent of Christ from hea-
ven to earth, and the whole scene of his hu-
miliation, which he thought incompatible
with the common opinion concerning him.—
Dr. Dodridge is supposed to have been of
these sentiments, and also Benjamin Fawcet,
oif Fidderminster, who published a valuable
peice, entided, (landid Reflections concern.
ing the Doctrine of the Trinity.’

¢ SECEDERS. ] Dissenters from the Kirk
or Church of Scodand, call themselves Sece-
ders ; for as the term Dissenter comes from
the Latin word dissentio, to differ, so the ap-
pellation Seceder is derived from another Latin
sccedo, to separate or to withdraw from any
body of men with which we may have been
united. The Seceders are riged Calvinists,
austere in their manners, and severe in their
discipline. ‘Through a difference as to civil
matters they are broken down into Burghers
and Autiburghers.  Of these two classes the
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latter are the most confined in their sentiments,
and associate therefore the least with any body
of Christians. The Seceders originated under
Ralph and Ebenezer Lrskine, about the year
1730,

There is also a species of dissenters in Scot-
land called the Relief, whose only difference
from the Scotch established church is the
choosing their own pastors. It is worthy of
observation, that the Rev. George Whitefield,
in one of his visits to Scotland, was solemnly
roprobated by the Seceders, because he refused
to confine his itinerant labors wholly to them.
See Whiteficld’s Life, by Dr. Gillies of Glas-
gow, just deceased.

‘The reformation in Scotland, like that in
England and Germany, struggled with a long
serics of opposition, and was at length glori-
ously triumphant, Dr. G. Stewart, therefore
closes, his history of the reformation in North
Britain with the following animated reflec-
tions.

““ From the order and the luws of our nature
it perpetually happens that advantages arc
:nixed with misfortune,  ‘L'he conflicts which
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led to a purer religion, while they excite un-
der one aspect the liveliest transports of joy,
create in another a mournful sentiment of sym-
pathy and compassion. Amidst the felicities
which were obtained, and the trophies won,
we deplore the melancholy ravages of the
passions, and weep over the ruins of ancient
magiificence. But while the contentions and
the ferments of men, even in the road to im-
provements and excellence, are ever destined
to be polluted with mischief and blood, attri-
bute of the highest panegyric and praise is
vet justly to be paid to the actors m the refor-
mation. ‘They gave way to the movements
of a liberal and resolute spirit.  They taught
the rulers of nations that the obedience of the
subject is the child of justice, and that men
must be governed by their opinions and their
reason, This magnanimity is illustrated by
great and conspicuous exploits, which at’ the
same time that they awaken admiration, are
an example to support and animate virtue in the
hour of trial and peril. The existence of civil lib-
erty was deeply connected - ith the doctrines
for which they contended and foughr, While
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they treated with scorn an abject and a cruet
superstition, and lifted and sublimed the digni-
ty of man, by calling his attention to a simpler
and wiser theology, they were strenuous to
give a permanent security to the political con-
stitution of thieir state. The happiest and the
best interests of society werc the objects for
which they buckled on their armor, and to
wish and to act for their duration and stability,
are perhaps the most important employments
of patriotism and public affecticn.  ‘I'he refor-
mation may svfter fluctuations in its forms, but,
for the good and the prosperity of mankind,
it 1s to be hoped that it is never to yield and to
submit to the errors and superstitions it over-
whelmed.”

¢ REFORMERS. ] Under tisc appeilation ef
Reformers, we include all who dissent from
Popery, in whatever country they reside, or
into whatever sccts they may have been since
distributed.  Abroad they are divided into two
sorts—the Lutherans, who adhere to Luther’s
tenets ; and the Rcformed, who follow the
discipline of Geneva. 'T'hey were called Pro-
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testants, because, in 1529, they protested
against a decree of Emperor Charles the ffth,
and declared that thev appealed to a general
council, At present, this vast class compre-
hends those whom Papists used contemptuous-
ly to stile Hugonots in France ; the Refugees
n Holland, who fled thither upon the revoca-
tion of the edict of Nantz, 1684; the Pres-
byterians in Scotland ; the Episcopalians and
Nonconformists in England ; together with a
numerous body of Christians in America,

As the Protestants originated at the Refor-
snation, it will be proper to give a brief ac-
count of this illustrious period of ecclesiastical

~ history,

For the three first centuries the religion of
Jesus Christ stood on its own basis, was rap-
1dly propagated among the Jews and Gentiles,
and suffered very severe persecutions from the
Romaa emperors.  On the commencement of
of the 4th century, Constantine became a con-
vert to Christianity, and incorporated it with the
state. ¢ It was not till near the fifth or sixth
century, that the Bishop of Rome assumed
supremacy over his fellow pastors, and in pro-

FJ
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cess of time pained the seculur government ot
prifces as well as subjects. Though several
cmperors embraced and defended Christianity,
vet the gradual decay of the Roman empire
was a serious impediment to the rising preach-
c1s of the newly established religion. Those
accomphshments which adorned the conquests
of the Romans, and the perfection of science,
which had dignified theit state in such extent,
were gradually swept away by the barbarous
nations which defeated them, and the close of
the sixtli century could not trace a vestige of
that exalted nation’s government, or its laws,
Between four and five hundred years was the
glorious luminary of the gospel cclipsed by the
dismal return of ignoranse and superstition.
‘The Cxu»a(‘"s, commonly called the holy
wars, were expeditions undertaken by the Pa-
pists to drive the T'urks from Palestine, or the
Jand of fudea, and thus to rescuc the holy se-
pulchre out of he hands of infidels, There
v ore eight of these crusades, the first in the
vear 1096, the lastin 1270, assisted by Prince
idward, afterwards Edward I, king of Kngland.
‘Ihe number of lives lost in these expeditions
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Js incredibie; and it will remain to  future
ages, a matter of astonishment, how enthusi-
asm could so completely infatuate the human
mind. An account of the crusades is given
1n Robertson’s‘Charles the fifth, and in Hume’s
liistory of England.

‘The Reformation was effected in the six-
teenth century, by the pious labours and un.
weared studies of those bright characters,
Erasmus, Luther, Iluss, Jerome of Prague,
&c. and as it should seem the particular act of
providence to facilitate their labors, and extend
their influence, we find but half a century be-
fore the days of Luther, the science of print-
ing was discovered, and not long before that
of the making of paper.’

‘BEREANS.) A modernsect who appea:-
ed at Edinburg 1773, and were founded by
Mr. Barciay. They have assumed this name,
from a pretence that their system results
from a particular searching ofthe Holy Scrip-
tures. 'They hold that no knowledge of (iod,
is deducible from his works, but only from
his Word—that beljevers in Christ, have no
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doubts of their interests in him, & that no part
of the book of Psalms, should be applied to
the experience of private Christians, as it all
respects the sufferings, mediation, and king-
dom of Christ—that the Lord’s supper, has
no more solemnity, than any other religious
duty, and therefore they observe no fast day,
or any preparation before it, or thanksgiving
after it—and that ¢ delivering over to Hatan,”’
in excommunication, was peculiar to the
apostles. "['his sect is formed into distinct
societies, in scveral places in Dritain; and
their principies concerning the Lord’s supper,
having no solemnity about it, more than any
other religious service, has many abette
among various sccietles in America/

APOLINARIANS.) A sect which arose
in the fourth century, and took their name
from Apolinarious, ministcr of the gospel at
Lacdecea, who successfully opposed the Ari.
an heresy, but indulging himself too much iu
‘philosopicai subtulties, ran into an opposite
extreme, and dericd that the Lord Jesus




Christ's body was actuated by a rational soul,
maintaining that the divine nature supplied
its place, and performed the functions of rea-
son. Hence the divine nature was blended
with the human, and suffered the pains of
crucifixion, and death itself. There is ground
to fear, that too many in the world, still la-
bour under the same mistake, through igno-
rance of the constitution of the person of
Immanuel, who has two distinct natures and
one person forever.

¢« PIETISTS.) Were a party who arose in
the seventeenth century, and owed its origin.
to the learned Spencer, who formed several
private societies at Frankfort, to promete vi-
tal religion. They maintained that a seuse
of divine love was essential to the office of
the ministrys They proposed an alteration
in the schools of divinity, viz. that all the
present systems of theology, composed of in-
tricate and disputable doctrines, should be
abolished ; that Polemical dlvinity, compre-

hending the controversies subsisting Among
G
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Christians, should be less studied, though not
entirely laid aside; that a mixture of phi-
losophy and human learning with divine wis-
dom was to be avoided ; that those intended
for the ministry should carefully study the
scriptures, and a plain system of theology
drawn from them.’

¢ NICOLAI'TANS.) Were a sect who
maintained that fornication and adultery,
were not any breach of the divine law, as
they held the community of wives. They in
practice followed the superstitions of heathe-.-
ism, and withcat regurding the apostolic de-
cisicn, they cat things sacrificed to idols.

There are various conjectures about the
origin of the name. The most of ecclesias-
tical historians say it is derived from Nico-
las, a proselyte of Antioch, one of the seven
deacons ordained in the church of Jerusalem.
While others alledge, that such doctrines and
deeds are not reconcilable with his character,
as being *“ of honest report, and full of the
the Holy Ghost,” and that thercfore this.
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damnable error was broached by scme of his
disciples, who called themselves by his name,
or else by some other person of the same
name. |

¢ QUIETIST 5.] Are the followe s of Michael
de Molirus, 2 Spanish priest, who lived in the
seventesnth ceatury.  They are called Quiet-
ists froms their pretentions 1o a kind of rest
and inaction of soul, which they supposcd be-
iunged o that state of perfection to which
ther arrived, znd which they called the unitive
state,  They placed the whole of their reli-
gion 1n the calmness and wranquillity of their
minds, removed far from all carthly and finite
wings, and centered in God, and in such a
pure Jove of the Supreme Deing, as is in-
dependent of ail prospect of interest or reward,
Uhey perfermed no externzl acts of religion
by prayer and praise, and attended no public
worship.  The great Milton, embraced these
uncominen noticns in the latter part of his hfe,
avd pave up all the cxternal forms of re-
ligion.’
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¢ QUAKERS.] The quakers by no means
the least respectable sect, appeared in England
about the year 1650. Their oiigin will be best
given in their cwn words—** The beginning
of the seventeenth century is known to have
- been a time of great dissention in England re-
specting religion. Many’ pious persons had
been dissatisfied with the settlement of the
Church of England in the reign of Queen
Elizabeth, Various societies of Dissenters
had accordingly arisen ; some of whom evin-
ced their sincerity by grievous sufferings under
ghe intolerance of those who governed church
affaits.  Bur these societies, notwithstanding
their honest zeal, seemed to have stopped short
1n their progress towards a complete reforma-
tion ; and, degenerating into formality, to
have left their most enlightened members still
to lament the want of something more instruc-
tive and consolatory to the soul, than'the most
rigorous observance of their ordinances had
ever produced, Thus dissatisfied and discen-
solate, they were ready to follow any teacher
who seemed able to direct them to that light
and peace of which they feli the need. Many
snch in succession engaged their attention ; un-
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ul finding the msuﬁic:en\,y of them all, they
wnthdrew frem the comwnunion of every visi-
ble church, and dwelt retired, and attentive to
the inward state of their own minds ;" Often
deeply distressed for the want of that true
knowledge of God, which they saw to be ne-
cessary for salvation, and for which, ac-
cording to their ability, they fefvently praved. '
These sincere breathings of spirit being an-’
swered by the extension of some degree of
heavenly consolation, they became convinced,
that as the heart of man is the scene of the
tempter’s attacks, 1t must also be that of the
Redeemer’s victory. With renewed fervency,
therefore, they sought his appearance in their
mminds ; and thus being renewedly furnished
with his saving, light and help, they not only
became instructed in the things pertaining to
their own salvation, but they discovered many
practices in the world, which have a shew of
religion, to be nevertheless the effect of the
unsubjected will of man, and inconsistent with
the genuine simplicity of the truth,

George Fox was one of the first of our
friends who was imprisoned, He was confined

G 2
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at Nottingham in the year 1649, for having
publicly opposed a preacher, who had asserted
that the more sure word of prophecy, men.
“tioned 2 Pet. i. 19. was the scripture, Georgc
Fox declaring that it was the Holy Spirit :
And in two following years, being brought be-
fore the justices in Derbvshire, one of them,
scoffing at G. Fox, for having bidden him, and
those about him, tremble at the word of the
Lord, gave to our predecessors the name of
Quakers ; an appellation which soon became
and hath remained our most usual denomina-
tion ; but they themselves adopted, and have
transmitted to us, the endearing appellation of
¥riends.”’

It is difficult to give a specific statement of
their tenets ; but they may be found in a well
written apology by Robert Barclay, a learned
Quaker, who died in Scotland, 1690. George
Fox, the founder of this sect, was born 1624.
He exhibited few articles of faith, and insisted
mostly on morality, mutual charity and the
love of God. Thereligion and wership he
recommended was simple and without ceremo-
nics. 'T'c wait in protound silencc for the ip.
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flucnce of the spirit, was dnc of the chief
points he inculcated, -

The Quakers have places of worshnp, where
they regularly assemble on the Sabbath, tho’
sometimes without vocal prayer, or any reli-
gious or practical exhortation, They reject
water baptisin and the Lord’s Supper—have no
distinct order of ministers—and are firm ad-
vocates for the Arminian svstem of doctrine.

'T'heir internal government is much admired ;
their own poor are supported without parochial
aid, and their industry and sobriety are deser-
ving of imitation. They also reprobate the
destructive practice of war, the infamous traf-
tic of slaves, and profess their abhorrence of
religious persccution.  Refusing to pay tithes,
they suffer the loss of their goods and of their
liberty, rather than comply with the demand,
and their losses are emphatically teimed by
them sufferings. Many have endured leag
imprisonments on that account; and for refu-
sing to pay tithes have been plundered of
their property. As the Quakers cannot be
made to take an oath in a court of justice,
their affirmation is permitted in ail civil but not
:n criminal cases. [In England.}
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With regard to the resurrection of the body,
and the doctrine of future rewards and punish-
ments, and othrer capital points of Christianity,
they have not yet explained themselves authen-
tically. The Quakers believe that there lies
concealed in the minds of all men, a certain
portion of divine reason, a spark of the same
wisdom that exists in the Supreme Being.
‘There arc seven yearly meetings among them,
viz, 1. London, to which come represen-
tatives from Ircland; 2. New England ;
3. New York; 4. Pennsylvania and New
Jersey ; 5. Maryland ; 6. Virginia; 7. The
Carolinas and Georgia. The form and colour
of their clothes, together with their peculiar
modes of salutation, have been thought to
savor of affectation, though they certainly
exhibit a striking contrast to the gaudy frip-
pery and artificial courtesy of modern times.
Voltaire, in his letters on the English nation,
has some curious remarks on the Quakers ;
but in certain particulars they deem thems
selves calumniated by that satirical writer. At
Ackworth they have a respectable school,
¥ which Dr. Fothergitl left legacics, and
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where about 200 boys and 140 girls are
mducated. 'Towards the close of the last cen-
tury, the respectable William Penn, who foun-
ded Pennsylvania, introduced and established a
large and flourishing colony of them in Ame-
rica. Scea full and an impartial account of
the Quakers in Dr. Abraham Rees’s improved
edition of Chamber’s Encyclopedia.

"T'o the foregoing systematical distribution of
the several denominations, shall be added a few
sccts whiclt cannot be classed with propriety
under any one of the general divisions whi-li
have been adopted.’

ANTI-CHRISTIAN SECTS.

In order to shew the superiority as well as
super-excellence of the Christian system,
(even when incumbered with superficial and
cven ludicrous appendages,) when put in com-
petition with the most refincd of che Anti-
Christian Sects. 1 have taken the liberty to
particularize a number of the most cclebrated
of thesc unenlightened sects, that the Christian
may prize his privileges, and love the divine
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system of theology taught by God himselt, and
cven the philosophical unbelicver may learn to
turn his back upon the rude inventious of men,
and embrace, admire, and love the plan of
man’s redemaption invented and accomplished
by the Almighty.,

Then love him ye who never lov’d before,
And ve who love, admire and love hun more.

¢ TUDAISM.] Iy the religious doctrines and
rites of the Jews, who are the descendants of
Abraham, a person of eminence, chosen by
God, soon after the flood, to preseive the doc-
tine of the Divine Unity among the idolatrous
nations of the earth, A complete system of
Judaism is contained in the five books of Mo-
ses, their great law giver, who was raised up
to deliever them from their bondzcge in Ligyprt,
and to conduct them to the possession of Ca-
naan, the promised land.  'T'he Jewish econo-
my is so much directed to temporal rcwards
and punishments, that it has been questioned
whether the Jews had any knowledge of a fu-
ture state.  ‘This opinion has been defended
with vast erudition by Warburton, in his di-
vine legation of Moses ; but it has been con.
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troverted by Dr. Sykes, and other authors of
respectability. The principal sects among the
Jews where the Pharisees, who placed religion
in external ceremony—the Sadducees, who
were remarkable for their incredality ; and
the Essenes, who were distinguished by an
austere sanctitv.  Some account of these
sects will be found in the last volume of Pri-
deaux’s Connexion, in Harwood’s Introduc-
tion to the study of the New Testament, and
in Marsh’s improved edition of Michaclis, just
published.

The Pharisees and Sadducees are frequently
mentioned in the New Testament ; and an ac-
quaintance with their principles and practices
scrves to illustrate many passages in the sacred
history. At present the Jews have two sects,
the Caraites, who admit na rule of religion
but the law of Moses, and the Rabbinists, who
add to the law the traditions of the Talmud.

'The Talmud is a collection of the doctrines
and morality of the Jews. They have two
works that bear this time; the first is called
the Talmud of /Jerusalem ; and the other the
Talmud eof Babylon, The former is shorter
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and more obscurethan that of Babylon, but is of
olderdate. 'The Talmud compiled at Babylon
the Jews prefer to that of Jerusalem, as it is
clearer and more extensive.

The dispersion of the Jews took place upon
the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus the Ro-
man Emperor, A. D. 70. The expectation of
a Messiah is the distinguishing feature of their
religious system. ‘The word Messiah signi-
fies one anointed, or installed into an office by
unction. The Jews used to anoint their kings,
high priests, and sometimes prophets, at theit
entering upon office.  Thus Saul, David, So-
lomon and Joash, kings of Judah, received
the roval unction, [hus also Aaron and his
s..ns received the sacrcdotal, and Elisha, the
disciple of Elijah, received the prophetic unc-
tion.

Christians belicve that Jesus Chrstis the
Messiah, in whom all the Jewish prophecies
are accomplished,  On this subject D, Priest-
Iy lately addressed them in somc spirited let-
ters, to which Mr. David Levi, a learned au-
ther amongst them made rcplies.  The Jews,
infatvated with the idea of a temporal Messiab,
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who is to subdue the world, still wait for his
appearance. According to Buxtorf, (a pro-
fessor of Hebrew and celebrated for rabbinical
lcarning) some of the modern rabbins belicve
that the Messiah is already come, but that he
will not manifesi himself on account of the
sins of the Jews. Others however have had
recourse to the hypothesis of two Messiahs,
who are to succeed each other—one ina statc
of humiliation and suffering—the other in a
state of glory, magnificence and power. Be
it however remembered, that in the New Tes-
tament Jesus Chiist assures us, in the most ex-
plicit terms, that he is the Messiah. In John
iv, 25° the Samaritan woman says to Jesus,
¢¢ [ know that Messiah cometh, which 1s called
Chnst: When hais come, he will teli us all
things. Jesus saith unto Ler, I that speak to
thee am HEe.” According to the prediction
of Jesus Christ, scveral imposters would as-
sume the title of Messiah; and accordingly
such persons have actuuliy appeared.  An his-
tory of ¢ False Messiahis” has been writtei
by a Dutchman. Barcochab was the first, who
appeared in the time of Adrian; the second.
;2
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in 1666, was Sabbethai Levi, who turned Ma-
Lometan ; and the last was Rabbi Mordecai,
who was talked of in 1682.

‘The most remarkable periods in the history

~of the Jews are the call of Abraham, the giv-
~ing of the law by Moses, their establishment
- in Canaan under Joshua, the building of the

temple by Solomon, the division of tribes, their
captivity in Babylon, their return under Ze-
rubbabel, and the destruction of their city and
temple by the Ewmperor Titus. Their books
of the Old Testament are the most ancient and
authentic records extant. For further infor-
mation respecting Judaism, many publications
may be consulted. See the writings of Jose-
phus, their famous historian, of which there
are several translations in our language; Dr.
Jenning’s two volumes of Jewish Antiquities,
and Dr Shaw’s Philosophy of Judiasm.’

‘ DEISTS.) In the modern sense of the
word, signifies those persons in Christian

countries who acknowledge all the obligations
and duties of natural religion, but disbelieve
the Christian scheme of revealed religion.—
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they are so called from their belief in God
~alone, in opposition to Christians believing
the Trinity. They are destinguished into
four sorts :——1. Such as believe the existence
of an eternal, infinite, independent, intelli-
gent being ; and who teach that this Su.
preme Being made the world, though they
fancy that he does not at all concerh himself
in the management of it.—2. Those who lje-
lieve not only the being, but also the provi-
dence of God, with respect to the natural
world, but who, not allowing any dierence
between moral good and evil, deny that God
takes any notice of the morally good or evil
actions of men : these things depending, as
they imagine, on the arbitary constitutions of
human laws.—3. Those who have right ap-
prehensions concerning the natural attributes
of God, and his all-governing providence,
and some notions of his moral perfections al-
so. Yet, being prejudiced aguinst the doc-
" trine of the immortality of the soul, believe
that men perish entirely at death,, and that
one generation shall perpetually succeed anoe
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ther without any future restoration or renas
“ vation of thingse—4. Such as believe the ex- .
1stence of a Supreme Being, together with his
providence in the government of the world,
as also the gbligations of natural religion ; but
so far only, as these things are discovered by
the light of nature alone, without believing
any divitfe revelation., These last are the on-
ly true Deists.

Nothing in my opinion has had a more fa-
tal tendency to establish old Deists in their
ill-founded belief, and manufacture new ones,
thau the want of philanthropy and even hu.-
manity amongst the professors of Christiani-
“ty, and the want of consistency and even sin-
cerity amongst their divines, Well might
the pious Flavel say, that ¢ hell would be
paved with the sculls of ungodly clergymen.”
Yet, foresooth, when Christian authors or
Christian preachers declaim against infidelity
it is in such uncharitable language as to estab
lish rather than obviate their doubts. I h'wc
~ read sundry works against deists, but not one
. have I eeen written with a spirit of love and
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sympathy but one, and that is Bishop Wat.
son’s Apology for the Bible which does ho-
nour to Christianity as well as the heart and
head of the benevolent author who deserves &
statue of gold, I will not say for his talents
though they are sterling. But for his syma
pathetic commisseration and impartial inves-
tigation. I will beg leave to close these re~
marks with a quotation from my ¢¢ Avenia.””
page 354.
With respect to Mr. Paine’s systematic at-

tack on the scriptures, in his Age of Reason,
~ while I allow his sincerity, (for I really believe
he is no hypocrite) Imust disapprove his mode
of attack, and I sincerely lument that ever the
author of that incomparable performance, en-
titled, Common Sense, and the inimitable and
philanthropic work, called, The Rights of
Man, should have produced such a spurious
compilation to the indiscriminate inspection.
of a gainsaying and degenerate generation.
Spurious, not only on account of the subject
" discussed, but the unjust and injurious method

»f discussion; not altogether on account of
. !:i v .
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the arguments adduced, but the virulent
acrimony, illiberal satire, unjust animadver-
sions, and pedantic witticisms, with which the
work abounds. But what I consider the most
censurable part of Mr. Paime’s conduct in the
arrangement and compilation of his Age of
Reason is, his assuming such an air of assu-
ance and se!f-importance in his criticisms on
the bible, as though he was acquainted with
the literal and spiriiual meaning of the word
of God, and was a proficient in the original
languages; whereas he knew no more of their
spirituality, utility and e xcellence, thana blind
man does of colors, or a deaf man of sounds;
and I may add, itis utterly impossible for him
to see their spirituality while in nature’s dark-
ness, as ‘‘they are spiritually discerned;”
for the carnal mind is enmity against Ged, and
is not competent to judge of the law or word
of God, neither indeed can bes 'With respect
to his satirical yemarks on hypocritical chris-
tian priests and christian preachers, wholove
the loaves and fishes more than they do the
baties and «ouls of men, they are energetic,
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raasmuch as they are consistent with truth:
but because there' are counterfeits, is that a
reasoa tnere are no silver dollars? because
there are gluttons and drunkaids, is that any
reason there is no utility in meat and drink?
because there are religious and polidcal hypo- |
crites, is that any reason that christianity and
republicanism are nugatory! With respect to
the simp'ified stile of the scriptures, though
it is invalidated by Mr. Paine and his vota-
ries, [ cousider as their most beautiful quality:
for the Almighty, accommodating himself to
the capacities of his creatures, revealed his
will to them confurmable to their own laa.
guage and ideas of things; and I am confident
even Mr. Paine himself would not command
his servants in a language he did not nnder-
stand, Yes; I will be bold to affirm, tliere can
be no language more nmjcsiic and nervous;
no diction can be purer; no sentiments can be
grander or more sublime; no imagery more
strong and beautiful, than that in the word of
(iod. The Age of Reason has been more fatal
to thousands and teas of thousands, espeeially
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of the wavering and the profane, than the
deistical writings of Morgan, Hume, Boling-
broke, Tindal, Voltaire, Spinoza, &c. The
reason is obvious. It is a stuborn fact, that
the majority of their objections were compiled
from their writings, and collected in that pro-
duction, as it were to afocus; and blei'ng cloth-
ed in the most sonorous language, proved the
ruin of many of the ignorant and unwary.’

ATHEISTS.] Are those who either ex-
pressly, or practically, deny the being of the
“living and true God. It is denied upon good
grounds, that there ever was a person of sound
mind, who believed there was no God: be-
cause the belief of his being, is entwisted with
our natures. There have bcen persons who
professed this, and who generally have come
toan untimely end, but all their pretensions
arc founded in pride and affectation. There
are no doubt, many fools who say in their
heart, there is no God, who hold opinions dca
structive to the being of God, and who live
as if there was none. They are interpretative.
ly Atheists, who deny the divine authority of
the holy scripture, who conceive of God en.
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throned in [eaven, but giving himself no
concern about the actions of his creatures in
this lower werld, and takes no knowledge of
things below. A system of Atheism was
raught by Spinosa, who lived in the xviith cen-
tury. The substance of this unaecountable
delusion, is, that God and the universe, are
one and the same being and substance, from
whence all things proceed, and into which
they all return.  Or in other words, that there
is nothing but thought and extension, or spirit
and matter, producmg a serics of necessary
movements, or acts in consequence of its own
intrinsic, immurable, and irresistible energy.—
The friends of this atheistical system, assumed
the name of Pantheists, and performed a kind
of worship in their Bachanalian socicties. ‘These
opinions of late, have had a great revival in
the new philosophy and a very diffusive spread
inthe world, |, °

All who habitually profane the name of
God, by cursing and swearing, and who allow
themselves to live under the dominion of their
lusts without regard. to the law of God, and
who pay no hoinage or worship to God, may

H 2
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call themselves by what name they pleasc, byt
they are practical Atheists.

Atheism has no place among Devils, who
believe and tremble, and it saps the founda:ion
on which civil society rests. 1f there is no
God, then what is to hinder men from com-
mitting the greatest crimes, and we have no
ground to believe them in any thing, who do
not believe in God.

¢ EUTYCHIANS.] Are heretics of the
fifth century, who followed the sentiments of
Eutyches, a Constantinopolitan monk, who by
contending with Nestorius, fell into a new
heresy, and affirmed Christ was one thing, and
the Word another. Ile likewise denled the
flesh of Christ to be like ours, and maintained
that his body was celestial, and passed through
the Virgin Mary as through a channel. He
also taucrht, that there were two distinct na-
tures in Christ before the hypostatical union;
but that after this these two natures were
compounded together, and formed one only.
Hence he concluded, that the dtvinity of
Christ both suffered and died.
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¢ EPICUREANS.) Were a sect of hea-
then philosophers, who embraced the doc.
trines of Lpicurus the Athenian. e flourished
about three hundred and forty two years be-
fore Christ. He maintained, that the world
was formed by a concourse of .atoms ; that
(tod gives himself no concern about the af-
fairs of his creatures ; he denied the immor-
tality of the soul, and the existence of angels;
and maintained that happiness consists in
pleasure. His followers have been called by
his name, and are divided into two sorts: the
rigid Epicureans, who placed all happiness in
the mind arising from the practice of moral
virtue. The other were of loose principles,
and understood their master in a gross sense,
'T'hey placed their happiness in the corporeal
delights of eating, drinking, uncleanness, and
the like vices. The world abounds with this
latter kind. -

¢ESSENES.) They were a party of rigid
Pharisees, who lived somewhat like the Ro.
‘mish monks, and had their rise about two
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hundred years before the birth of Chnst.
They had their residence in solitary places,
and seldom attended on the temple worship.
'This may account {or their not being mention-
ed in the New Testament. They believed in
the immortality of the soul, and the existence
of angels; but were not firm in their belief
of the resurrection of thz body; and all things
were governed by eternal fatality, or a tran
of causes; that all oaths, sacred as well as
profane, were sinful ; that the sabbath should
be kept with so much strictness, as not to
move a vessel out of its place; they would
scarcely attend to the irresistable calls of na.
ture on that day; they were unfriendly to mar.
riage, and some of them altogether condemn-
ed it ; they lived chiefly on vegetables; they
despised riches, and fine clothes, and wore
white garments, which they never changed
till worn out; they lived quietly without noisc;
some of them devoted their time to contem.
plation, while others cultivated the field for
their support; they were kind to strangers,
but would admit none among them without
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sufficient proof of their chastity and temper-
ance; when ten of them sat together, none
would speak a word without the nine gave
him leave, which must have been done by
signs ; they studied much on the cause of
diseases, and by reason of their temperance,
there were instances of greau longevity among
them ; they would suffer death rather than
speak evil of their lawgivers, Moses, and
others. |

The spirit of this recluse sect is still to be
found ameng Dunkards, and those who live
a monastic life; and some other points of theit
principles also are still professed in the world.

« HERODIANS.) Were so called from
their attachment to Herod; but for what reas
son cannot be clearly ascertained. They were
of opinion that they might, in existing circums
stances, comply with certain heathenish modes
in worship. It is probable they reccived their
name and distinction not so much from any
particular sentiment, as from attempting to
accommodate their religion to the circumstan-
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ces of the times. The Pharisees boasting of
their privileges as the children of Abraham,
could not brook a foreign yoke; but the Hero-

‘dians, from motives-of interest, were advecates

of Herod, and the Roman favour. They were
thus opposite to the Pharisets in political mat-
ters, as the Sadducees were in point of doc-
trine. Those who come up to their character
in our days'are such as are governed b}; inter-
est, and an endeavour to recoucile the incom-
patible services of God and the world, Christ
and Belial. They are those who would stand
fair with all, who would be religious upon
cheap tcrms, and are always on that side
where the greatest numbers are. 'They arc
always for accommodating rcligion to the
tashion and maxims of the present times. They
who do net scruple to attend places of worship
where idolatrous and superstitious practices
take place, nor to be present at the profane
diversion of the stage, may pass by what name
they piease: but such persons possess the
spirit and principles of Herodians,
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¢GNOSTICKS.) Are so culled from a
Greek word which signifies to know; and it 1s
a name which almost all the ancient Heretics
« Tected to take, that they might by it express
the new knowledge, and the extraordinary
“light to which they made pretensions. The
origia of the Gnosticks is ascribed to Simon
Magus. They acknowledged two principles,
good and bad. 'They supposed there were
cight different heavens, each of which was
governed by its particular prince. The prince
of the seventh heaven, whom they named
Sabboath, created the heavens and the earth,
the six heavens below him, and a great num-
ber of angels. In the eighth heaven they
placed their Barbelo or Burburo, whom they

called the father of the universe. All the
" Gnosticks distinguished the Creator of the
universe from God, who made himself known
to men by his Sen, whom they acknowledged
to be the Christ. They denied that the Word
was made flesh, and asserted that Jesus was
not born of the Virgin Mary; that he had a
body in appearance only; and that he did not

o
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suffer in reality. They neither believed a re.
surréttion nor judgment to come; but imagin-
ed that those who had been instructed in their
maxims would return into the world, and pass
into the bodies of beasts. |

¢ LIBERTINES.) Inscripture means such
Jews as were free citizens, or burgesses of
Rome. They had a seperate synagogue at
Jerusalem, and sundry of them concurred in
the prosecution of Stephen. In church history
a sect is known by the name of Libertines,
who arose in the sixteenth century, and were
confuted by thefamous Calvin. Their doctrine
amounted to this: that the Deity was the sole
operating cause in the mind of man, and the
immediate author of all human actions; and
consequently thc distinction of good and evil,
that had been established with respect to those
actions, was false and groundless; and that
men, properly speaking, could not commit sin;
that religion consisted in the union of the
spirit, or rational soul, with the Supreme Be.
ing; that all those who attained this happy
union by sublime contemplation and elevation
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~ of mind, were then allowed, without excep-

tion or restraint, to indulge their appetites and
passions; that their actions and pursuits were
then perfectly innocent; and thar after the
death of the budy they were to be united to

the Deity.

* MAHOMETANISM. ] When Mahomet
thought himself sufficiently fortified by num-
bers, and the enthusiasm of his followers, he
boldly declared himself a prophet sent by God
into the world, not only to teach his will,
but to compel mankind to obey it. As we
have already mentioned, he did not lay the
foundation of his systcm so narrow, as only
to comprehend the natives of his own coun.
try. His mind, though rude and enthusiastic,
was enlarged by travellmg into distant lands,
whose manners and religion he had made a
peculiar study. He promised that the system
he established should extend over all the nengh-
bouring nations, to whose doctrines and preju=

dices he had taken care to adapt it.

* 1 Will take the liberty to transcribe an account of this
numerous sect from the jrd. Edition of my < Flowers of

Literature;” page 182,
H 3
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Many of the inhabitants of the eastern
countries were at this time much addicted to
the opinions of Arius, who denied that Jesus
Christ was co-cqual with God the Father, as
is declared in. the Athanasian creed.

Egypt an! Aiabia were filled with Jews,
whe had fled into these corners of the world,
from the persecution of the emperor Adrian,
who threatened the total extinction of that
people.

The other inhabitants of these countries
were Pagans. These, however, had little at-
tachment to their decayed and derided idolatry ,
and, like men, whose rcligious principle is
weak, bad given themselves over to pleasure
and sensuality, or to the acquisition of riches,
in order to be the better able to indulge in the
gratifications of sense; which, together with
the doctrine of predestination, composed the
soie principles of their religion and philoso-
phy.

Mahomet’s system was exactly suited to
these three kinds of men. To gratify the two
former, he declared that there was one God,
who created the world, and governed all thing
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in it ; that he had sent various prophets into
the world to teach his will to mankind,
among whom Moses and jesus were the most
eminent ; but the endeavours of these had
proved mefﬁ:ctual, and God had therefore
now sent his last and greatest prophet, with
a commission more ample than what Moses
or Christ had been entrusted with., He had
commanded him not .only to publish his laws,
but to subdue those who were not willing to
believe or obey them; and for this end to
establish a kingdom wupon earth, which
should propagate the divine law throughout
the world; that God had designed utter ruin
and destruction to those who should refuse to
submit to him; but, to his faithful follow-
ers, had given sponls and possessions of all the
carth, as a reward in this ife, and had provi-
ded them hereafter a paradise of all sensual
enjoyments, especially those of love; that
the pleasures of surh as died in propagating
the faith, would be peculiarly intense, and
vastly transcead those of the rest.  These,
mgether with the prohxb.non of drinking

atrong ligours (3 restraint not verv severes in
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warm climates), and the doctrine of predesti-
nation, were the capital articles of Mahomet’s
creed.

The articles of the Mahometan religion
were no sooner published than great numbers
of the prophet’s countrymen embraced them
with implicit faith. They were written by
a priest who turned Turk, and compose a
book called the Koran, or Alcoran, by way of
eminence, as we say the Bible, which means
the Book, The person of Mahomet, how-
ever, was familiar to the inhabitants of Mec-
ca; so that the greater part of them were suf-
ficiently convinced of the deceit. The more
enlightened and leading men entered into a
design to cut him off ; but Mahomet, getting
notice of their intention, fled from his mative
citv to Medina. The fame of his miracles
and doctrine was, according to custom, great-
est at a distance, and the inhabitants of Medina
received him with open arms. From this
flight, which happened in the six hundred and
twenty-second year of Christ, the forty-fourth
year of Mahomet’s age, and the tenth of his
ministry, his followers, the Mahometans.
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compute their time, and the xra is called, in
Arabic, Hegira ; that is, the Flight.
Mahomet, by the assistance of the inhabi-
tants of Medina, and of others, whom his
insinuations and address daily attached to him,
brought over all his countrymen to a belief,
or at least to an acquiescence in his doctrines.
The speedy propagation of his system among
the Arabians, was a new argument in its be-
half, among the inhabitants of Egypt and the
cast, who were previously disposed to it. Ari-
ans, Jews, and Gentiles, all forsook their an-
cient faith, and became Mahometans. In a
word, the contagion spread over Arabia, Syria,
Egypt, and Persia; and Mahomet, from a de.
ceitful hypocrite, became the most powerful
monarch in his time. He died in the year of
Chirist 629, leaving two branches of his race,
both esteemed divine among their subjects.
These were the caliphs of Persia and Egypt,
under the last of which Arabia was inciuded.
The former of these turned their arms to the
east, and made conquests of many countries.
The caliphs of Egypt and Arabia directed
their ravages towards Europe, and under the

I
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mme of Saracens or Moors, (which they ob-
tained, because they entered Europe from:
Mauritania, in Africa, the country of the
Moors) reduced most of Spain, France, Italv,
and the islands in the Mediterranean.

In this manner did the successors of that
umposter spread their religion and conquest
over the greatest part of Asia, Africa, and
Kurope ; and they still give law to a very con-
siderable part of mankind.’

“ SADDUCEES.] A Jewish sect, were so
called from Sadocy who lived 250 years before
the birth of Christ.  They denied any state
of existence after death ; and the resurrection
of the' body., They maintained that man needs
no graeious assistance from God to perform
obedrence to his law, Fhat all traditions are
to be rcjeeted, and the text in the sacred books
to be closely adhered to. That the five books
of Moses are more excellent than any other
part of the Old T'estament.  Fhey made rea-
son the supreme standard to try what books
should be received as authentic, and in whag
wense they should be understood. 1t is cbser-
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vable that we do not read of any one of this
sect bzing converted to the faith of Christ,’

¢ SAMARITANS.] The origen of the Sa-
maritan worship was this; Sanballet obtained
a grant from Darius to build a temple on mount
Gerizzim, near Samaria, like that at Jerusalem,
to make Manasseh his son.in-law high priest
of ite  After this, Samaria became the asylum
of disorderly Jews; for if any Jew was found
guilty of violating the law, by cating forbidden
meats, breaking the sabbath, unlawful mar-
riage, or like trespasses, and called to an ac-
count for the same, they fled to the Samaritans
and there found reception. By this means the
greatest part of that people were made up of
apostate Jews and their descendents. Though
the Samaritans did read the book of the law,
and left off the worship of false Gods intro.
duced by the king of Assvria, yet the Jews
looking on them as apostates, hated them above:
all the nations of the earth, so as to avoid al}’
manner of converse and dealings with them
and to publish a bitter Anathema or curse

ainst then, declaging all the fruits of thei
A
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land to be cursed, and not to be tasted by them
more than swine’s flesh, or that they would
ever receive any of them even as proselytes to
their religion ; yea, they proceeded so far as
to declare them debarred for ever, from having
any portion in the resurrection of the dead to
eternal life, as if this was in their power.—
The Samaritans received no books in the Old
Testament as canonical except the five books
of Moses—they rejected all traditions, and
held that Gerizzim was the only place where

God was to be worshipped, and not at Jerusa-
lem.’

¢« SCEPTICS.) Are those who doubt the
truths of religion. There have been some
cminent characters of this sort as De Cartes,
Bayle, and Hume, who have carried their
scheme of universal dubitation (so far, as
some of them have been led to doubt even
their own existence, and the existence of every
thing else. Scepticism is a short way of over-
turning all religion, by calling the truth of

every thing in question. The world abounds
with Sceptics.
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‘ILLUMINATI.) Were a denomination
who appeared in Spain, about the year 1575.
They alleged that they had arrived at such a
state of perfection, as not to need good works,
or the sacraments of the church. That they
might commit the grossest crimes without sin.
Being suppressed ia Spaia, they aftcrwards
appeared in France. They maintained that
none of the doctors of the church knew any
thing of religion; even Peter and Paul, whom
they owned were well meaning men, yet
kncw little of true devotion. That the whole
church lay in ignorance and unbelief ; but in
ten years the whole world would be enlighten-
ed. The name Illuminati is now assumed by
an hbigh ord:r of masons.’

¢ 8'T'OTCKS.) Were a strarge sect of hea-
then philosophers, who were so called from
the Greek word stoa, which signifies a perch,
or piazza; because Zeno their leader, held his
school in a porch of the city of Athens. They
held that a wise man should be free from all
passions and uneasiness of mind, al'ways jeye

I2
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ful, and ever happy in the greatest torture,
pain being no real evil, they believed in the
world being governed by an inevitable neces-
sity of fate. The Pharisees approached very
near the sentiments of the Stoicks.’

‘PHARISEES.] Were a Jewish sect
who arese about 150 years before the birth of
Christ. They believed in the immortality of
the soul, and resurrecticn from the dead,’
which they confined to the righteous only
among the Jews. They kept many fast days,
but ate at night; they affe:ted greac gravity
in their looks and dress; they observed the
sabbath with so much striciness, as to exclude
works of charity and meicy; they deprived
their paren's of their subsistance in old age,
by prctending that their substance was devot-
ed to religious uses; they preflerred the oral
law, and superstitious tradition of the elders,
to the oracles of God. 'I'he Scribes, who were
chiefly of this sect, were properly the guar-
dians of the law, and pubiic teachers of the
people. The temper and disposition which
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characterized them, have appeared in every
age and form of the Christian church; and are
always active to oppose the self-destroying
doctrine of the cross upon différent pretences-
The man who is fond of his own attainments,
and depends on his own righecusness for ac-
ceptance before God, who is more scrupulous
about external forms, merely of human in.
vention, than to the exercise of vital religion.
who dispises all who do not conform exactly
to his own rules, and who challenges great
respect on account of his superiour goodness,
let his pretensions be what they will, heis a
proud Pharisee.

¢ PAGANISM.] I will now give a copious
account of e opinions of the heathens, rela-
tive to the Supreme Being. The adults as well
as the youth of Christendom, form the most
erroneous opiiions of the Pagans; 1 will
therefore show, and that from the best autho-
rity that the orientals formed the most exalied
ideas of the Great First Cause. It no doubt
will be both entertaining and instructive for the
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reader to have a view of the mythology of the
~ heathens, and that from quotations of the
 greatest authors and philosophers of anti-
quity. . |

To begin with the Magi or Persian philo-
sophers ; according to the testimony of Hero-
| dotus, the ancieat Persians had neither statues,
nor temples, nor altars: ¢ They think it ridi-
_culous (savs this author) to fancy, like the
. Greeks, that the gads have any human shape,
| or derive their original from men. They
choose the highest mountains for the place of
their sacrifice : They use neither libations nor
music, nor hallowed bread ; but when any one
has a mind to sacrifice, he leads the victim in-
to a clean place, and wearing a wreath of myr-
tle al-out his tiara, /nvokes the god to whom
he inteids to offerit. The priest is not allow-
ed to pray for his own private good, but for
that of the nation in general ; each particular
member finding his benefit in the prosperity
of the whole.”

Strabo yives th: same account of the an-
cient Persians,  ‘“ They neither erected sta-
tues nor altars, says this historian ; they sacri-
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ficed in a clean place and upon an eminence,
where they offered up a wictim crowned.
When the priest had cut it into small pieces,
every one took his share. They left no por,
tion of it for the deities, saying, that God de-
sires nothing but the soul of the victim.”” The
orientals full of the notion of transmigration,
imagined that the victim was animated by a
criminal soul, whose expiatory pains were
completed by the sacrifice.

The Perstans indeed, as well as other Pa-
gans, worshipped the fire, the sun and the
stars : but they considered them only as visi.
ble images and symbols of a supreme God,
whom they believed to be the sovereign Lord
of nature. Plutarch has left us in his treatise
of Isis and Osiris, a fragment of the theolo-
gy of the Magi. This philosaphical historian
assures us, that they called the great God,
Oromazes, or the Principle of Light, that
produced every thing, and worketh all in all.
They admitted however another god, but of
an inferior nature and order, whom they called
Mythras or the middle god. They speak of
him sometimes as a being co-cternal with the
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supreme divinity, and at other tiunes as the
first production of his power.

The finest definition we have of the Deity
among all the writings of the ancients, 1s thar
of Zoroaster, It has been transmitted down
to us by Eusebius in his Prueparatio Evange-
lica : an author so far from being over favor-
“able to the Pagans, that he makes it his busi-
ness continually to expose and degrade their
philosophy. And yet he says, that he had
read these express words in a book of Zoro-
aster that was extant in his time, and known
by the title of, The sacred collection of Per-
sian monuments.

““ God is the first of all incorruptible beings,
eternal and unbegotten : heis not compounded
of parts: there is nothing equal to him, or
like him. He is the author of all good, and
entirely disinterested ; the most excellent of
all excellent beings, and the wisest of all intel-
ligent natures ; the father of equity, the parent
of good laws, sclf-instructed, sclf-sufficient,
and the first former of nature,”

‘The modern writers among the Arabians
and Persians, who have preserved to us what
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semains of the 'ancient doctrine of Zoroaster
among the Guebri or worshippers of fire,
maintain, that the first Magi admitted only
one eternal principle of all things. Abulfeda,
cited by the famous Dr. Pocock, says, that
according to the primitive doctrine of the Per-
sians, ‘¢ God was prior to both light and dark-
ness, and had existed from all eternity in an
adorable solitude, without any companion or
rival.”  Saristhani, quoted by Dr. Hyde, says,
‘¢ That the first Magi did not look upon the
good and evil principles as co-eternal; they
thought that light was indeed eternal, but that
darkness was produced in time by the disloy-
alty of Ahriman, chief of the Genii.”

To have a more perfect knowledge of the
theology of the vrientals and Egyptians, it may
not be improper to examine that of the Greeks
and Romans, which is derived originally from
it.  The philosophers of Greece went to stu-
dy wisdom in Asia and Egypt, Thales, Pytha-
goras, Plato, drew the best of their knowledge
trom thence, 'The traces of the oriental tra-
dition are now indeed in a manner worn out ;
but as there are several monuments of the the-




- {40 A CONCISE

ology of the Greeks still preserved, we may
judge of their masters by their disciples.

We must however distinguish between the
gods of the poets and those of the philoso-
phers.  Poetry defies all the various parts of
nature, and gives spirit to bodies, as well as
body to spirits. It expresses the operations
and properties of matter by the actions and
passions of such invisible powers, as the Pa-
gans supposed to be directors of all the motions
and events that we see in the universe. The
poets pass in a moment from allegory to the
literal sense, and from the literal sense to alle-
gory ; from real Gods to fabulous deities ; and
this occasions that jumble of their images,
that absurdity in their fictions, and that inde-
corum in their expressions, which are so just-
ly condemned by the philosophers.  Notwith-
standing this multiplication of inferior deities,
thesc poets however acknowledged, that there
was but one only supreme God. This will
appear from the very ancient traditions which
we still have of the philosophy of Orpheus,—
" T am very far from thinking that Orpheus was
the author of those works which go under
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his name : I believe with the famous Grotius,
that those books were wrote by the Pathago-
reans, who professed themselves disciples of
Orphecus : but whoever were the authors of
these writings, it is certain that they are older
than Herodotus and Plato, and were in great
estcem among the heathens; so that by the
fragments of them still preserved, we may
form a judgment of the ancient theology of
the Greeks, I shall begin with the abridge-
ment which Timotheus the cosmographer
gives us of the doctrine of Orpheus. This
abridgment is preserved in Suidas, Cedrenus
and Eusebius.

“‘There is one unknown Being exalted above
and prior to all beings, the author of all things,
cven of the acther, and of every thing that is
below the aether: this exalted being is Life,
Light and Wisdom; which three names ex-
press only one and the same power, which
drew all beings, visible and invisible, out oj
nothing.” It appears by this passage that the
doctrine of the creation, (or the production of
substances) and that of the thrce forms of the

' 13
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divinity were not unknown to the heathen
philosophers.

Proclus has transmitted down to us this
extraordinary passage of the theology of Or-
pheus. ¢ Thc universe was produced by Ju-
piter, the empyracum, the deep tartarus, the
earth, and the ocean, the immortal gods and
goddesses; all that is, all that has been, and
all that shall be, was contained originally in
the fruitful bosom of Jupiter. Jupiter is the
first and the last, the beginning and the end.
All beings derive their origin from him, He
1s the primitive Father and the immortal Vir-
gin. Heis the life, the cause, and the energy
of all things. 'There is but onc only Power,
one only God, and one soie universal King of
all.” This passage secms to insinuate, that
the universe is a substantial emanation from
the divine Issence, and not a mere effect of
his power; however, this gross error is no
proof of Atheism in him who maintains it, as
we shall sce hereafter.

I shall conclude the theology of Orpheus
with a famous passage of the author of the
Argonautica, who is looked upon to be a dis-
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ciple of his, ¢ We will sing first an hymn
upon an ancient chaos ; how the heavens, the
sea, and the earth werc formed out of it. We
will sing likewise that =:ternal, wise, and self
perfect love, which reduced this chaos into or-
der.” It is clear enough from the doctrine of
the theogony or birth of the gods, that the
ancient poets ascribed all to a first being, who
discntangled the chaos. And it is for this
reason that Ovid thus expresses himself in the
first boek of Metamorphoses. ¢¢ Before there
was a sea and an earth, before there was any
heaven to cover the world, universal nature
was but one indigested sluggish mass, called a
chaos. The seeds of all things jumbled ro-
gether were in a perpetual discord, tilla bene-
ficent Deity put an end to the difference.”’—-
Words which shew plainly that the Latin poet,
who followed the Greek tradition, makes a
distinction between the chaos, and God, who
by his wisdom brought it out of confusion in«
to order, 1 ought however in this placeto
observe, that the Greek and Roman Mytholo-
gv, in relation to the chaos, is much more im-
pertect thanthat of the orientals and Egyptians,
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who tell us, that there was an happy and per-

fect state of the world prior to the chaos * that

the good principle could never produce any

thing evil; that his first work could not he

confusion and disorder; and in a word, that

physical evil is nothing else but a consequence

of moral evil, It was the imagination of the
Greek poets that first brought forth the mon«
strous Manichean doctrine of two co-eternal
principles ; a supreme intelligence and a blind

matter ; light and darkness, an indigested
chaos, and a Deity to reduce it to order,

Let any one read Homer and Virgil with a
proper attention, and he will see, that notwith-
standing the wild ftights of their imagination,
and the indecent allegories by which they
sometimes dishonour the divine nature, the
marvellous which runs through their fable is
founded upon thesc three principles. 1. That
there is one supreme God, whom they evely
where call the Father, and the sovereign Lord
of gods and men, the architect of the world,
the prince and governor of the universe, the
first God, and the great God. 2. That uni-
versal nature is full of subordinate spirits, who
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are the ministers of that supreme God. 3.
That good and evil, virtue and vice, know-
ledge and ervot, arise from the different influ~
ence and inspiration of the good and evil Genii,
who dwell in the air, the sea, the earth, and
the heavens.

The tragic and lyric poets express them-
selves after the same manner as the epic poets.
Euripides expressly acknowledges the depen-
dence of all beings upon one sole Principle.
¢ O Farher, and King of gnds and men! says
he, why do we miserable mortals fancy that
we know any thing, or can do any thing ?
Our fate depends upon thy will,”

Sophocles represents the Deity to us as a
. sovereign Intelligence, which is truth, wisdom,
and the eternal law of all spirits, ’Tis not,
says he, to any mortal nature, that laws owe
their origin; they come from above; they
come down from heaven itself; Jupiter Olyma
pius is alone the father of them.

Plautus introduceth an inferior deity speake
ing in this manner: 1 am a citizen of the
celestial city, of which Jupiter, the father of
gods and men, is the head, He commands

K
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the nations, and sends us over all kingdomz,
to take an account of the conduct and actions,
the piety and virtue of men. In vaindo mor-
tals endeavour to bribe him with their obla-
tions and sacrifices. They lose their pains,
for he abhors the worship of the impious.

“ O muse, says Hocrace, pursvant to the
custom of our ancestors, celebrate first the
great Jove, who rules over gods and men, the
earth, the seas, and the whole universe : There
15 nothing greater than he, nothing that is
like, nothing that is equal to him!”’

I shall conclude my quotations out of the
pocts with a surprising fpassage of Lucan,
When Cato, after crossing the deserts of Ly-
bia, arrives at the temple of Jupiter Ammon.
Labienus is for persuading him to consult the
oracle.  Upon which occasion the poet puts
this answer in the mouth of that philosophical
hero. ¢ Why do you, Labienus, propose to
me to ask the oracle whether we should choose
io die in a state of freedom with our swords in
vur hands, rather than see tyranny enslave our
ceunty? - Whether this mortal life be only a
iwimula to o more lasting one?  Whether vio-
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Yence can hurt a good man?  Whether virtue
does not make us superior to misfortunes ?
And whether true glory depends upon success?
We know these things already, and the oracle
cannot give us clearer answers than what God
makes us feel every moment in the bottom of
our heart, We are all united to the Deity.
Itisashametosendsuchaproof of wordsto con-
vey his meaning to us; and he told us at our
birthevery thing that we haveoccasion to know:.
He hath not chosen the parched sands of Lybia
to bury truth in those deseris, that it might
be understood only by a small number, He
makes himself known to all the world, he filis
all places, the earth, the sea, the air, the heca.
vens; he makes his particular abole in the soul
of the just: Why then should we seek him
clsewhere!” Inthe foregoing passage 1 have
emitted this expression, Jupiter est quodcun-
que wides; not only because in some manu-
scripts we read Jupiter est quocunque vicides,
but also because the poet by the word guodcun-
gue confounds the visible world with the ethe-
real matter, which the Stoicks and Orientals
considered as the body of the Divinity : howe
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ever he represents Cato as acknowledging a
sovercipn Intelligence, which is all that 1
would prove,

Ler us pass from the pocts to the philoso-
phers, and begin with Thales the Milesian,
chief of the Tonic school, who lived above sis:
hundred years before the birth of Christ. We
have none of his works now left, but we have
some of his maxims, which havc been trans-
mitied down to us by the most venerable wri-
ters of antiquity. ¢ God is the most ancient
of all beings; he is the author of the uni.
verse, which is full of wondars; he is the Mina
which brought the chaos out of confusion into
order. he is with.ut beginning and without
ending, and nothing is hid from hiin ; nothing
can resist the force of fate; but ravs fate 1s
nothing but the immutable reason and erernal
power of Providence.””  What is stili more
surprising in Thales is his definition of the
soul: he calls it ¢ a self moving principle,
thereby to distingnish it from matter,”’

Pythagoras is the second great plulosopher
after 'I'hales, and chief of the Italic school.
LXvery body knows the abstinenco, silence, re<
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ticement and great purity of morals which he
required of his disciples. He was very sensi-
ble that human understanding alone could ne-
ver attain to the knowledge of divine things,
unless the heart was purged of its passions.
Now these are the notions which he has left us
of the Deity ¢ God is neither the object of
sense, nor subject to passion; but invisible,
pureiv intelligible, and supremely intelligent,
In his body he is like the light, and in his soul
he reseiables truth,  He is the uaiversal Spirit
that pervades and diffuseth iwself over all na-
turz, Al beings receive their life from hiumn,
‘I'here 1s but ene only God, who is not as
some are apt-to im:gine, seated abuve the
world, bevond the orb of the universe; but
being all 1n himselt, he sees all the baings that
inhabit his imensicy.  He is the sole Princi-
ple, the Light of heiven, the Father of all; hs
produces cvery thing, he orders ani dispos s
every :hing: he s the reason, the hte, anl the
motion ot all beings.”

He ught that besides the firsi principle,
there were three sorts of intellizent beings,
gods, horoes and souls,  He consudered the
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first as the unalterable images of the sovereign
Mind, human souls as the least perfect of rea-
sonable substances, and heroes as a sort of mid-
dle beings placed between the two others, in
order to' raise up souls to the divine union.
"Thus he represents to us the divine Immensity
as containing innumerable worlds inhabited by
spirits of different orders. And this is the true
sense of that famous expression ascribed to the

Pythagoreans, that unity was the principle of

all rhings, and that from this unity there
sprung an infinite Juality. We are not by this
duality to understand the two principles of the
Manichees; but as some think the second and
third forms of the Orphean trinity and triform
Deity, or rather a world of intelligent and cor-
poreal substances, which is the effect whereof
unity is the cause. This is the sentimeat of
Porphyry, and it ought 1o be preferred before
that of Plutarch, who is for ascribing the
Manichean system to Pythagoras, without
preducing for it any proof.

Pythagoras agreed with Thalesin defining
the soul to be a self-moving principle. He
maintained farther, ¢ that when it quits the




VIEW, &cC, 151

body, it is re-united to the soul of the world ;

that it is not a god, but the work of an eter.
nal god; and that it is immortal on account
of its principle.”” 'This philosopher was of
opinion that man was composed of three parts,
a pure spirit, an acthereal matter, (which he
called the subtile vehicle of the soul) and a
mortal or gross body. The old Greek poets
haddressed up this npinion in a different guise;
they called the ethereal body the representa-
tion, the image of the shadow; because they
fancied that this subtile body, when it came
down from heaven to animate the terrestrial
body, assumed its form just as melted metal
takes thut of the mould in which it is cast,

They said that after death the spirit, still
cloathed with this subtile vehicle flew up to
the regions of the moon, where they placed
the Elysian ficlds. And there, as they ima.
gined, a sort of second death ensued by the

separation of the pure spirit from its vehicle:

the one was united to the gods, the other
staid in the abode of the shades. This is the

reason why Ulysse, says in the Odysseis,
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- “that he saw in the Elysian fields the divine
Hercules, i. e. his image; for as for him, he is
with the immortal gods, and assists at their
banquets.” Pythagoras did not adopt the
poetic fiction of a second death. He held, that
the pure spirit, and its subtile vehicle being
born together, were inseperable, and returned
after death to the star from whence they de-
scended. The Platonists and almost all the

‘ancient philosophers had the same notion. St.
Paul, speaking of the resurrection, seems to
favour this distinction of the celestial and the
terrestial body: ¢ but some man will say, how
are the dead raised up? and with what body
do they come? Thou fool, that which thou
gowest is not that body which shall be, but
bare grain. So also is the resurrection of the
dead, it is sown in corruption, it is raised in
incorruption; it is sown in dishonour, it is
raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is
raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it
is raised a spiritual body. Now this I say,
brethren, because that flesh and blood cannot

wherit the kingdom of God.”” Hence it is,
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that some of the ancient fathers, as well as our
modern divines, have concluded, that the
mortal and terrestrial body, waich is ever
changing, and does not continue one moment.
the same, is somethiog merely accidental to
our substance, and does not orignally belong
to it: athick crust, a coarse covering cast over
the ceiesiial, spiritual, aciive and glorious
body, whxch being unvailed and enlarged at
the resurrection, will appear in all its beauty;
that this immortal seed, this incorruptible
body, this hid.ien principle, whichais perhaps
at present the seat of the soul, will, tor rea.
sons kn .wn to God only, remain buried after
death in the common mass of matter till the
last manilestation of the divine power; and
that then the face of the earth will be renew-
ed by purifying flames, which will purge our
globe of all that dark and earthly dross which
it has contracted. And this notion renders the
doctrine of the resurrection intelligible and
philosophical,

I shall conclude the article of Pythagoras
with a summary of his doctrine as it is given
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us by St. Cyril. ¢ We see plainly, says this

- father that Pythagoras maintained, that there
was but one God, the original and cause of
all things,  who enlightens every thing, ani-
mates every thing, and from whom every thing
prcceeds, who has given being to all things,
and is the source of all motion.”

Socrates follows close after Pythagoras. The
common notion is, that he was a martyr for
the unity of the Godhead, in having refused
to pay his homage to the gods of Greece; but
it is a"mistake. In the apology that Plato
makes for this philosopher, Socrates acknow-
ledgeth certain sutordinate deities, and teach-

~ es, that the stars and the sun are animated by
intelligences who ouglit to be worshipped with
divine honours. The same Plato in his dia-
logue upon holiness tells us, that Socrates was
not punished for denying that there were in-
ferior gods, but for declaiming openly against
the poets who ascribed human passions and
enormous crimes to those deities.

Socrates however, whilst he supposed seve-
ral inferior gods, admited all the while but
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only one eternal principle. Xenophon has left
us an excellent abridgement of the Theology
of that philosopher. ’Tis perhaps the most
important picce we have of antiquity. It con.
tains the conversation of Socrates with Aristo-
demus, who doubted of the existence of God.
Socrates makes him at first take notice of all
the characters of design, of art, and of wis-
dom that appear all over the universe, and
particularly in the mechanism of the human
body. ¢ Do you believe, says he then to Aris-
todemus, can you believe that you are the
only intelligent being? You know that you
~ possess but a little particle of that matter
which composes the world, a small portion of
that water which moistens it, a spark of that
flame which animates it. Is understanding
peculiar to you alone? Have you so engrossed
and confined it to yourself, that itis to be
found no where else? Does blind chance work
every thing, and is there no such thing as
wisdom besides what you have!” Aristodemus
having replied, that he did not see that wise
Arclitect of the universe; $ocrates answers
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him, ¢ Neither do you see the soul which go-
verns your own body, and regulates all its
motions. You might as well conclude, that
you do nothing yourself with design and rea-
son, as maintain that every thing is done by
blind chance in the universe?”’ Aristodemus at
length acknowledging a Supreme Bring, is
still in doubt as to providence; not being able
to comprehend how the Dveity can see every
thing at once. Socrates replies, ¢ If the sririt
that resides in your body moves and disposes
it at its pleasure, why should not that sove-
reign wisdom which presides over the uni -
verse, be able likewise to regulate, and order
every thing as it pleases? If your eye can see
“objects at the distance of several furlongs;
‘why should not the eye of (Rod be able to see
every thing at once? If your soul can think at
the same time upon what is at Athens, in
Egypt, and in Sicily; why should not the di-
vine mird be able to take care of every thing,
being every where ptesent to his work?”” So-
crates perceiving at last that the infidelity of
Aristodemus did not arise so much from his
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reason as from his heart, concludes with these
words; ¢ O Aristodemus, apply yourself sin.
cerely to worskip GGod; he will enlighten vou,
and all your doubts will soon be removed!”
Plato, a disciple of Socrates, follows the

same principles. lle lived about the hundredth
Olympiad, at a time when the doctrine of

Democritus had made a great progress at

Athens. The design of all his Theology is to
give us notlesentiments of the Deity, toshew
us that souls were condemned to animate mor-.

tal badies, only in order to expiate faults they

had commitced in a pre-existent state; and in

fine, to teach that religion is the only way to
restore us to our first glory and perfection. He
despises all the tenet of the Athenian supers-
tion, and endeavoursto purgereligion of them,

The chief obiect of this philosopher is man
in his immortal capacity: he speaks of him in’
his politic one, only to shew that the shortest
way to immortality is to discharge all the du.

ties of civil and social life for the pure love of
virtue,

K3
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Aristotle, Plato’s disciple, and prince of
the Peripatetic philosophers, calls God ¢¢ the
eternal and living Being, the most noble of
all beings, 2 substance entirely distinct from
matter, without extension, without division,
without parts, and without succession; who
understands every thing by one single act,
and continuing himself immoveable, gives
motion to all things, and enjoys in himself
a perfect happiness, as knowing and contem-
plating himself with infinite pleasure.”” In his
Metaphysics he lays it down for a principle,
“that Gud is a Supreme Intelligence which
acts with order; proportion and d ign; and is
the source of all that is good, excellent and
just?” In his treause of the soul, h2 says,
¢ that the supreme mind is by its nature prior
to all beings, that he has a suvercigndo.uinion
over ali.” Aud in other places he says, ¢ that
the first priaciple is petticr the fire, nor the
earth, nor the water, nor any thing thatis the
object of scnsc; sut that a spiriaal suistance
is the cause of the uuiverse, and the sourcc of
all the order and all the beauties, as welias
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of all the motions and all the forms which we
s0 much admire in it.” These passages shew,
that although Acristotle held matter to be eter-
nal, he nevertheless considered it as a produc-
tion of the divine intellect, and posterior in
nature to it. He supposed the eternity of this
production, because he could not conceive how
the divine mind, being all act, and all energy,
could ever be in a state of inactivity. Besides this
first and eternal substance, he acknowledges
several other intelligent beings that preside
over the motions of the celestial spheres.
 There is, says he, but one only mover, and
several inferior deities. All that is added about
the human shape of these dcities, is nothing
else but fiction, invented on. purpose to in-

struct the common people, and engage them
to an observance of good laws. All must be

reduced to one only primitive substance, and
to several inferior substances, which govern
in subordination to the first. This is the genu-
ine doctrine of the ancients, which has happily
escaped from the wreck of truth, amidst the
yocks of vulgar errors and poetic fables.”’
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- Cicerolived in an age when corruption of
manners and scepticism were at their heighte
'The sect of Epicurus had got the ascendant
at Rome over that of Pathagoras; and some
of the greatest men, when they were reason-
ing about the divine nature, thcught fit to
suspend their judgment, and waver between
the two opinions of a supreme intelligence
and a blind matter. Cicero, in his treatise of
the nature of the gods, pleads thecaunse of the

“academic philosophers who doubted of every

thing. Itis however to be observed, that he
refutes Epicurus with great force of reason
in his first beok, and that the objections which
he mukes in his third, as an academic, are
much weaker thanthe proofs which he draws
from the wonders thatappeear innature, which
he insists on in his second book, to demon-
strate the existence of a supreme intellis
gence.

In his other works, and’particularly in his
book of laws, he describes the universe to us
“as a republic, of which Jupiter is the prince
and common father, The great law imprinted
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in the hearts of all men is to love the public
good, and the members of the common society
~ as themselves. 'This love of order is supreme

justice, and this justice is amiable for its own
sake. To love it only for the advantages it
prodnces us, may be politic, but there is little
of goodness in 1t. *Tis the highest injustice
tolove justice only for the sake of recompence..
In a word, the universal, immutable and
eternal law of all intelligent beings, is to pro-
mote the happiness of one another like chil-
dren of the same father.”” He next represents
God to us as a sovereign wisdom, from whose
authority it is still more impracticable for in-
telligent natures to withdraw themselves than
it is for corporeal ones. ¢ According to the
opinion of the wisest and greatest men, says
this philosopher, the law is rot an invention
of human ur lerstanding, or the arbitrary cona
stitution of men, but flows from the eternal
reason that governs the universe. The rape
which Tarquin committed upon Lucretia.
continues he, was not less criminal in its nas
ture‘, because there w:iia not at that time any

)
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written law at Rome against such sort of vi.
olences. The tyrant was guilty of a breach of
the eternal law, the obligation whereof did
not commence from the time it was written

~but from the moment it vras made. Now its

origin is as ancient as the divine intellect: for

the true, the primitive, ai\d the supreme law

is nothing else but the sovereign reason of the
great Jove. This law, says he inanother place,
is universal, eternal, immutable. It does not
vary according to times and places. It is not
different now from what it was formerly. The
same immortal law is a rule to all nations, be-
cause it has no author but the one only God
who brought it forth and promulged it.” Such
were the reasonings of Cicero when he con.
sulted natural light, and was r.ot carried away
by a fondness of shewing his wit in defending
the doctrine of the Sceptics.

To come at last to Seneca the Stoic, He
was Nero’s tutor, and lived in an age when
christianity was not in credit enough to en.
gage the heathens to borrow any philosophi.
cal principles from thence. “”Lis of very
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tittle consequence, says he, by what name
you call the first nature, and the divine reason
that presides over the universe, and fills all the
pars of ite Heis still the same Gad., He is
called Jupiter Stator, not as historians say,
because he stopped the Roman armies as they
were flying, but because he is the constant
support of all beings. They may call him.
Fate, because he is the first cause on which
all others depend. We Stoics call him some-
times Father Baccus, because he is the uni-
versal life that animates nature; Hercules,
because his power is invincible: Mercury, be-
cause he is the eternal reason, order and wis-
dom. You may give him as many names as
you please, provided you allow but one sole
principle every where present.”

Agreeably to Plato’s notions, he consider-
ed the divine understanding as comprehend.-
ing in itself the model of all things, which he
styles the immutable and almighty ideas
¢ Every workman, says he, hath a model by
which he forms his work. It signifies nothing
whether this model exists outwardly and bes
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fore his eyes, or be formed within him by the
strength of his own genius; so God produces
within himself that perfect model, which is the
proportion, the order and the beauty of all
beings. The ancients, says he in another place,
did not think Jove such a being as we repre-
sent him in the capitol, and in our other
buildings. Buat by Jove they meant the guar-
dian and governor of the universe, the under-
standing and the mind, the master and the
architect of this great machine. All names
belong to him. You are not in the wrong if
vou call him Fate, for he is the cause of
causes, and every thing depends on him.
Would you call him Providence; you fall into
no mistake, itis by his wisdom that this wdrld
1s governed. Would you call him Nature: you
will not offend in doing so, it is from him that
all beings derive their origin, it is by him that
they live and breathe.”

There is noreading the works of Epictetus,
of Arrian his disciple, and of Marcus Anto.
ninus without admiration. We find in them
ryles of morality worthy of christianity; and
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yet those disciples of Zeno believed!: ke their
master, that there was but one substance, that
the supreme intelligent being was material,
and that bis essence was a pure aether which
filled all by local diffusion; that whatever was
not extended was nothing; and in short, that
infinite extension was the same with the di-
vine immensity. 'The Platonists represented
to them, that it was a gross immagihation to
suppose that every thing, which is, exists by
local diffusion; that were it so, the divine es.
sence would not be equally present every
where; that there would be more of it in a
great space than in a little one; that it is ab-
surd to conceive that which is nothiag but
power, wisdom and goodness, under the form
of length, breadth and thickness; that all other
beings exist in God, but that he exists only it
himself; that inimense space is not the divine
immensity, as time everlasting is not the di.
vine eternity; that the immensity of God is
the manner of his existing in himself without

extension of parts, as his cternity is the man.
L2 '

-
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" ner of his cxisting in himself without succes-
~ sion of thoughts; that spacc is but the manner
. wherein bodies exist in him, as time is but
'~ the manner in which finite beings exist with
. him; that the one measures the bounds of the
. parts, and the other the variation of the modes;
that we should have no idea of local extension,
- if there were no bodies, as we should have no
-~ idea of successive duration if there were no
changes; and lastly, thatindefinite unbounded
extension is not immense 1n all senses, as it
1s not infinite in all respects: but that God is
immense in all senses, as ke is in all respects
infinite.

It was thus that thc Pagan philosophers
talkcd of the divine immensity before the risc
of scholastic theology. The obscurity of our
reasonings on this matter procceds from our
want of a clear idca of substances: we neither
know nor distinguish them but by their pro-
pertics ; otherwise we should see that the su
preme unity may exist every where without
cxtension of parts, as he exists for ever
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witliout succession of thoughts; that he is all
in all places, as hc beholds all bsings with
one glance. The reason of our not having a
clear idea of the divinc immensity, is our not
having an adequate idea of infinity ; we ascribe
to him certain properties, because we see that
they are contained in the idea we have of him ;
but we are obliged at the same time, in; order
to avoid absurdities, to give him other attri-
butes which we do not comprehend. Thus
in geometry we admit the infinite divisibility
of matter, and the doctrine of asymptotcs
which follows from it, without having a clear
idea of either of them.

Bat after all, the materialism of the Stoics
does not evince that they were Atheists: a
false notion about the deity being far from pro-
ving that they believed none atall. What
constitutes an Atheist, is not the maintzining
with the orientals, that matter is an expaasion
of the divine substance ; nor with the Stoics,
that the infinite essence is a pure aether; nor
with the Platonists, that the universe isan
cternal production of the deity; but real A-
theism consists in depying that there is a su-
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preme intelligence, who made the world by
his power, and governs it by his wisdom.
For our fuller satisfaction, with regard to
the theology of the hcathens, let us sce what
the fathers of the church thought of it. They
had sufficient opportunities of knowing it
thoroughly, by the frequent disputes which
they held with them, As thisis a matter of
a very nice nature, it may be dangerous to in-
dulge any thing to one’s own conjectures; let
us have recourse to wisc antiquity, Arnobius
introduces the heathens complaining of the in-
justice of the christians. ¢¢’Tis a mcre ca-
lumny, say thosc hcathens, to charge us with
such a crime, as the denying of a supreme
God. We call him Jove, the supremely great
and sovereingly good; we dedicate our mast
magnificent structures and our capitols to him,
to shew that we exalt him above all other
deities,  St. Peter in his preaching at Athens,
says St. Clement of Alexandria, insinuates
that the Greeks had a knowledge of the deity,
e supposes that those pcople adore the same
Godas we do, though not in the same man-
ner, He dogs not forbid us to adore the same
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God as the Greeks, but he forbids us to adore
him after the same way. He orders us to
change the manner, and not the object of our
worship.”” ¢ The heathens, says Lactaatius,
who admit several gods, say nevertheless that
those subordinate decities, though they preside
over all the various parts of the universe, do
1t in such a manner, as that there is still but
one sole ruler and supreme governor. From
whence 1t follows, that all other invisible pow-
ers are not properly gods, but ministers or de-
puties of the one great and almighty God,
who appointed them executors of his will and
pleasure,”” Eusebius of Cesarea goes farther.
“The heathens own that there is but one only
God, who fills, pervades and presides over
universal nature; but they maintain, that as
he is present to his work only in an incorpo-
real aad invisible manner, they are therefore
in the right to worship him in his visible and
corporeal effects.”” I shall conclude with a
famous passage of St. Austin, who reduces the
Polytheism of the heathens, to the unity of
one solc principle. *¢ Jupiter, savs this father,
5, according to the philosophers, the soul of
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“the world, who takes different names accord-

ing to the different effects which he produces.
Inthe ethereal spaces he is called Jypiter, in
the air Juno, in the sea Neptune, in the earth
Pluto, in hell Proserpina, in the element of
fire Vulcan, in the sun Phoebus, in divination
Apolle, in war Mars, in the vintace Bacchus,
ia the harvest Ceres, in the forests Diana, and
in the sciences Minerva, All that crowd of
gods and goddesses are only the same Jupiter,
whose different powers and attributes are ex-
pressed by different names.” It is thereforc
evident by the testimony of profane poets,
heathen philosophers, and fathers of the church,
that the Pagans acknowledged one sole snu-
preme Deity. The Orientals, the Egyptians,
the Greeks, the Romans, and all nations agreed
universally in teaching this truth.

About the fiftieth Olympiad, six hundred
years before the christian aera, the Greeks
having lost the traditional knowledge of the
Orientals, began to lay aside the doctrine of
the ancients, and to reason about the divine
nature from prejudices, which their senses and

‘imagination suggested, 1. Anaximander lived
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at that time, and was the first who set himself
to destroy the belief of a supreme intelligence,
in order to account for every thing by the ac-
tion of blind matter, which by necessity as-

sumes all sorts of forms. He was followed
by Leucippus, Democritus, Epicurus, Strato,
Lucretius, and all the school of Atomical phi-
losophers. 2. Pythagoras, Anaxagoras, Sow
crates, Plato, Aristotle, and all the great men
of Greece opposed this impious doctrine, and
endeavored to re-establish the ancient theology
of the Orientals. These philosophers of a
superior genius observing in nature motion,
thought, and design, and the idea of matter
including none of these three properties; they
inferred from thence, that there was in nature
another substance besides matter. Greece be-
ing thus divided into two sects, they disputed
for a long time, without either party being
convinced. 3. At length about the 120th
Olympiad, Pyrrho formed a third sect, whose
great principle was to doubt of every thing,
and determinate nothing. All the atomists,
who had laboured in vain to find out a demon-
stration of their false principles, presently
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struck in with the Pyrrhonian sect. They ran
wildly imto an universal doubting, and carried
it almost to such an excess of frenzy, that
they doubted of the most clearest and most.
palpable truths, They maintained without
any ollegory, that every thing we sce is only
an illusion, and that the whole serics of life is
but a perpetual drcam, of which those of the
‘night are only so manyv images. 4. Atlast
Zeno set up a fourth school about the 130th
Olympiad.  This philosopher endeavoured to

reconcile the disciples of Democritus with
those of Plato, by maintaining that the first

principle was indeed an infinite wisdom, but
that his essence was only a pure aether, or a
subtile -light, which diffused itself every
where, to give life, motion, and reason to all
beings.

It is plain then that there were four sorts
of philosophers among the ancients ; the A«
theists or Atomists, the Spiritualists or "L'he-
ists, the Materialists or Stoics, the Pyrrho.
nians or Academics. In these last ages the mo-
dern Free thinkers have only revived the an-
cienterrors, disguising them under ncw terms.
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. Jonardo Bruno, Vannini, and Spinoza
have vamped up the monstrous system of
Anaximander ; and have added only some
artful distinctions to iinpose upon weak minds.
Spinoza, nerceiving clearly that thought could
not be an effcct of matter, endeavored to
prevent all objections against the materialists,
by maintuining that extension and thought
are properties of the same substance; that
the ideas of objects are reaily nothing differ<
ent from the objects themselves ; that exten-
sion and matter are the same ; that infinite
space is the immensity of God, as infinite
time is his eternitv ; and consequently that
all essences are but different forms of the
same substance. It must nevertheless be
granted, that his Atheism does not consist in
these errors, since they have all been main-
tained by philosophers who had a sincere ab.
horrence of impiety. Spincza’s Atheism
lyes wholly in thiz, that he makes the one one
ly substance, for which he contends, to act
‘without knowie:!ge or design. 2. Descartes,
Meleranciie, Poiret, Le.oniiz, Sir lksaag

L3




NUD—— S

174 A CONCISE

Newton, Dr. Bentley, Dr. Clarke, Dr,
Cheyne, and several philosophers of a genius
equally subule and profound, have endeavor-
ed to relute these errvors, and brought argu-
ments to support the ancient theology. Be-
sides the proof which arc drawn from the ef.
fects they have insisted on others drawn {rom
the ideaof the first cause. They shew plaine
ly, that the reasons for believing are infinites
ly stronger than those for doubting: and
that it is absurd to deny what we see clcarly,
because we do not see farther. 3. Mr. Xob-
bes, and some philosophers of more faith,
Behmen, and several cabalistical writers,
have revived the errors of the Stuics, and
pretend that extension is the basis of all sub.
stances ; that the soul differs from the body
only as being more subtilized ; that a spirit
1s but a rarificd body, and a body a conden.
sed spirit; and lastly, that the infinite Being,
though indivisible, is extended by local dif.
fusion. 4. To conclude, there are sume su-
perficial minds, who not being able to look
upon truth with a steady view, nor to weigh
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the degrees of evidence, nor to compare the
force of proofs with that of objections, per-
suade themselves that the mind of man is not
formed for the knowledge of truth, run head-
long into an universal doubting, and fall at
length into a senseless kind of Pyrrhonism,
called Egomism, where every one fancies
himself to be the only being that exists.e—
‘The history of former times is like that of
our own : Human understanding takes almost
the same forms in different ages, and loses its
way in the same labyrinths; there are peri-
odical diseases of the mind as well as of the
body. |

Men left to the light of their reason alones
have always looked upon moral and physical
evil as a shocking phaenomenon in the work
of a being infinitely wise, good and powerful.
'T'o account for it, the philosophers have had
recourse to several hypotheses. Reason told
them all, that what is supremely good could
never produce any thing that was wicked or
miserable. From hence they concluded, that
souls are not now what they were at first; thay
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they are degraded, for some fault committed
by them in a former state; that this life is a
state of exile and e¢xpiation; and in a word,
that all beings are to be restored to their pro-
‘per order. '[radition struck in with reasen,
-and this tradition, had spread over all nations
certain opinions which they held in common,
with regard to the three states of the world,
The Pythagoreans and Platonists not being
able to persuade themselves that the bLrutes
were absolutely insensible of pleasure and
pain, or that matter was capable of sensation
and consciousness, or that the divine justice
could inflict sullerings on intelligencies'that
had never oftcnded, thought the doctrine of
transmigration less absurd than that of mere
machines, material souls, or pure intelligences,
formed only to animate the bodies of beasts.




THE

SPIRIT OF INTOLERANCE
UNVEALED.

BEING NOTES POLITICAL AND
PHILOSOPHICAL.

Occasioned by a law recently passed in New
York to prohibit the preaching of the gos-
pel out of doors.

I have used my best endeavours in the pre.
ceeding pages, to write with candour and im-
partiality, avoiding the extremes of fulsome
adulation on the one hand, and unjust animad.
version and invective on the other. But in
the present department of our work I willne
doubt, find it a difficult task to maintain tlat
equilibrium, or (if you please) eveness of tem-
per, which is indespensibly necessary in illuci-
dating the present subjcct. However, although
Ifeel justly irritated at the above (in my view)/
aristecratical and apti-republican law, I will

M
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cndcavour to suppress my incignant fcelings,
while exhibiting it to popular animadversion
and contempt. For I really think it is an in.
sult to the majesty of heaven, as well as an
infringement on the liberties of the people of
Amcrica, and an i{nnovation on the unalien.
able rights of mun. A Nero would blush to
pass such a law; and although the most des-
potic of his race he never had the temerity to
pass such a despotic law. Ior St. Paulin the
reign of this Roman emperor, constarily
preached the everlasting gospel, in the cpen

| air, as well as in the synagogues, especially cn

Mars Iiill and in the market place of the city
of Athens; and the magestrates so far from
dragging him as a culprit through the streets
and finding and confiring, him they protected
him from the fury of the enraged idolatrous
populace.

"Thus we see in the most despctic city on
ezrth there was more consistency, modesty
and moderation manifestcd than in thg repub.
lican city of New Yok, witness the subse.
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quent law. Indeed although Mr. Edwards told -

me verbally and in writing that such a law
was in operation, I could notbelieve that any
set of men with common sense in their heads,
and common candour in their hearts, could
have the unpardonable assurance to pass such
a law in a patriotic republic. Was such an im-
politic law passed in Liondon it would perhaps
be the cause of a popular insurrection. Reader
pardon these sanguine animadversions. [ am
now writing as a true republican, bat ia the
antecedent pages, I endeavoured to preserve
the churacter of an impartial and candid com.
piler. 1 wouldintkis place once for all observe
that the following animadversions are not ap-
plied to any pariicular denomination. 'Those
to whom they are applicable must apply them
to themselves for ¥ will not do it. One thing
I must observe; when I read the anti-republi-
can law aloresaid, it brought to my mind the
intolerant coadact of Calvin to Servetus whe
he caused to be put to death because he dif-
fered from him in opinion. Also the case of
the Quaker woman who previous to the revo.

|
[
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lution was put to death (by a certain christian
sect; whose name delicacy forbids me to men-
tion) in'the city of Boston, because she preach-
ed the gospel. And the same spirit I believe
influenced the corporation of New York, and
their co-operating advisors to pass the offensive
law aforesaid. | |

There are some observatiens in scripture,
favourable to political and ecclesiastical aristo-
cracy, the authenticity of which I dcubt. Be-
cause I would ask, would not the translators
of the Bible who were such servile tories asto
entitle King James (to whom they dedicated
their translation of the Bible.) ““The most h:gh
and mighty prince James,” a title which 1is
only applicable to God. I'say would they notin
their translation make the original text favour
their favourite political principles? Surely they
would. And werenot all the translatorsand ma.
ny commentators of the the Bible rank tories,
most assuredly they were. I firmly believe the
Bible is opposed to proud emperors, kings and
their despotic governments. There is but one
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king I owe ailegiance to, and that is the King
of Heaven. I will detain the reader no longer
with my preliminary remarks, but introduce a
true copy of the impolitic law aluded to above, ’~
with the address of Mr. Edwards, and the
comments will follow.
1 am very sorry to inform the reader that
the law to which this is an amendment, I have
mislaid, I cannot find it, and received but the
one copy, however the present document will
suffice to give the reader an idea of the orig.
inal law from its amendment.

A LAW
To amend a Law, entitled, ¢ A Law lo pres
vent desoiderly assemnblies of persons in the

City of New-York,” passed dugust 6,

1810,

WHEREAS by the Constitation and Laws
of this Stute, the free exercise and enguge-
ment of religious profession and worship,
without discrimination or preference, shall
ever be allowed within this state to all man.
kind— Provided, that the liberty of conscience
| M 2 .
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thereby granted shall not be so construed as
fo exercise acts of licentiousness, or justify
practices inconsistent with peace and good
order : And whereas the practice of assem.
bling together persons of all descriptions and
‘character in the Park and other public places
in this city, has been introduced and carried
toan extent, which, unless regulated and re-.
stricted, is calculated to produce disorder and
licentiousness, and to bring into ridicule and
contempt all religious worship :

1. BL it therefore ordained by the Mayor,
Alderman, and commonalty of the City of New
York, in common council convened, 'I'hat no as-
cembly or assemblies of persons shall be per-
mitted, under the pretence of public worship
in the Park, on the Battery, or in any of the
public markets or strects of the said city, or
in any other public place in the said city, laid

ut and appropriated for the common use and
bunefit of the citizens of the said city; and
that all and every person or persons, who
shall be concerv.ed or instrumental in collect-
ing or promoting.any such assembly in any
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of the said places, under such pretences, ahall
forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollars for
every offence, to be sued for and recovered by
the said Mayor, Aldermen and commonalty ;
the one moiety thereof for the use of the
said city, and the ‘other moiety to the inform-
er, in any court having cognizance thereof,
with costs of suit.

2. And be it further ordained, That it shall
be the duty of all magistrates, constables and
marshals of the said city, and they are here.
by enjoined to prevent all such disorderly as.
semblies, as aforesaid, and to prosecute and
apprehend all persons concerned and instru.
mental in promoting the same.

3. Andbe it further ordained, That every
constable or marshal, who shall neglect to
perform his duty in the premises, shall for
every meglect forfeit and pay the sum of
twenty dollars, to be recovered as aforesaid,
Provided nevertheless, that nothing herein con,
tained shall apply to any clergyman or min.
ister of any regularly established congrega.

tion or society, of any denpmination whatse.
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ever, who may desire to preach in any
of the said places that may be proper for the
purpose, and who shall previously obtain the
permission of the Mayor, the Recorder, or
one of the Aldermen of the city therefor :
And further provided, that nothing hergin
contained, shall be construed to prevent the
ministers of any of the churches usually call-
cd Baptists, from assembling in proper pla-
ces, within the said city, for the purpose of
performing the rites of Baptism, according
to the ceremonies of those churches.

4. And be it further ordained, That if any
person or persons shall disturb or intercept
any clergyman or minister, who shall have
obtained perinission in manner aforesaid, in
the performance of divine service; or shall
commit any rict or disorder in any such as-
sembly, such person or persons shall forfeit
and pay the sum of twenty five dollars for
every offence, to be sued for and recovered in
the manner afcresaid, to the uses aforesaid,
in any court having cognizance thereof, with
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costs.of suit; and if any persor. so cf:nding:
as last aforesaid, shall be a minaor, apprentice,
bound servant, or slave, the p:nalty in such
case shall be recovered from the parents,
guardian, master or mistress of such minor,
apprentice, bound servant or slave. .

5. And be it further ordained, That so much
of the law, to which this is an amendment,
as 1 repugnant hereto, be, and the same is
hereby repealed.

Published by order of Common Council.

J. MORTON, Clerk.
_—
AN ADDRESS
T'o the Mayor rnd Corporation of the City of
New-York.
BY JOHN LDWARDS.

FRIENDS! [ .m astonished to se¢ so0
many men who pretend to be wise, expose
themselves in the manner you do: had you said,
with one voice, John Edwards shaii not preach |
at all, you would have acted like honest, open
hearted men; but now with your cunning con-

niving you have exposed yourselves in public
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print. What signifies your hypocritical law to
mend a bad law which came from hell, and.
satan. Who must have inspired you to make
it? You all know that I am unot a regular or-
_dained minister, though Thave travelled thou-
sands of miles preaching the gospel of my Lord,
and Master, Jesus Christ, treely, without
money and without price; and let me teil you,
it is sufficient otdination for me when 1 know
that God calls poor sinners to repentance by
my ministry; and I am thankful for the pray-
ers of so many of God’s dear children on my
behalf; I have their consent and Liessing, and
with that I am s2tisfied withoui any furcher
ceremony. My ¥iesbyterian brethren vhich
are members of the corporation of the city of
New York, say I preach when the people arc
just come out of their meeting houses, but
what of all this? I lay no cmbargo on them?
1 forge no chains to cross the strects, neither
do I set up or vote for any turnstiles. 1 give
free liberty to pass and repass, butyour wicke.
ed marshals persecute and put me down from
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every stand, and after that, drag me along the
streets as though I had committed some en-
ormous crime; but the unpardonable crime is

thar 1 lift up my voice as a trumpet and warn
all mankind to come out of their sins by crying
¢ behold the lamb of God which taketh away
the sins of the world.” Some of my holy cor-
poration brethren say, why do not I preach in
some house? I answer, if the devil will confine
his wickedness to meeting-houses, I am willing
to confine my preaching to meeting-houses also,
but, as long as the devil ‘¢ goeth about like a
roaring lion seeking whom he may devour,”
1 intend to go about preaching every-where
sceking how many [ may save, and where is
there a good man that can blame me for this
good work. Some of my holy corporation
brethren say, [ had better go and preach among

the Indians, but if I even obey their voice in
this case, the Indians may say to me, as they

have to other white pecple, why do you trou-

ble us, we pray you look at home, convert youy
own people first, it is but a few days since ou:

sensible chicfs left vour place, and saw trade
and merchandize on the Sabbath, and all your
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iroud and covetous abominations. Hence the
hcathens suppose us to be in a far worse statc
than themselves, for whoredom never was prac-
tised among the Indians as it is among those
who live in a christian land. The tree is known
by its fruit, and it is true that the greater part
of mankind, are in the broad wayv toruin; while
thousands are profane and immoral among pro-
fessing christians, who are buried in the cor-
“upt grave of hypocrisy. O! my holy brethren
of the corporation of the city of New York,
read your character in the Tth chapter of Amos,
.0 the 12th and 13th verses, and then if your
hcarts are open to conviction, you may see your
blindness, if we harken to the blind wise men
of this world, we shall never obey the truth. 1
pray you in God’s name to repeal that accursed
blind law, that has led you to fine me 50 dol-
lars for preaching the gospel of my Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ: in the Park. Remember
to make unjust laws is to teach the pcople 10
rebel; this some of -you did when you revolted
from Dritain, but now you demand dominion
over men’s consciences, which is an unjust and
blind demand, and a violation of the liberty
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of the citizens of the United States. ¢ God
hath chosen the foolish things of the world to
confound the wise; and God hath chosen the
weak things of the world to confound the
things which are mighty.” 1st. Cor. 1st chap.
27th, verse,

Wiitten by my own hand..
JOHN LDVVARD
ewI orky 9th, 10 mo. 1810.’

All the excuse the mayor and corporation of
New York can plead, in favour of this law is
that it was intended to suppress riotous assem-
blies, but I would ask what is the use of the
awil law, if it cannot suppress riotcus assem-
blies. This excuse like the amendment to the
law in my opinion aggravates, instead of paliat-
ing this outrage upon the rights and feelings of
free born Americans,

But the page of history will paint the con-
duct of such imprudent law makers in its true
coloyrs : And ages vet urborn will abhor their
law while they are mouldering in their graves,
the food of worms ; and 1 am morally certain
thecitizens of New Yerk will have sufficicat pa-

triotism never to elect men capable of such
b3
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conduct into office again. Bor legistators win
would make such a law ; let their namnes or pre-
tensions be what they may, they would be in
magnitude what bloody qucen Mary was in
miniature, was their power equal to their wills.
“By their fruits you shall know them.”” Indeed
the moral world presents to ourview a varigated
s 'ene of dignity, and Inconsistency, of Loncu:
and dishonour, of candoarand prejudice, of rich-
es and penury, of happiness and wretchedasss,
Qur Almighty parent permits this difference i
the condition of mankind, from generous mo-
tives, and in order to inculcate the following
lesson. Ye strong help the weak, ve wisc
men instruct the ignorant, ye rich support the
poor, but above all ye ministers of Christ preacls
his gospel, and fear not them who can kill the
body, but rather fzar him who can send both
body and soul to hell. Theeve of philanthropy
whien it beholds them who bxmg glud tidings cf
grear joy to all people glistens with joy. Lm
when it beholds the marshals of the mayo.
of New York dragging these messengers
of glad tidings to prison in a ffcc‘: land, it sheds
& silent nd o sorrowfn! tear, Such impolivs
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men, “ O my soul come not thou into their
secrct.”” Is it not the quentessence of philan- |
thropy to impart the gospel to those who have |
it not among them. There is manyan honest
man and his family, who not having apparel
suitable to appear in a place of public worship,
negiects altogether the assembling themselves
together, ull the neglect becomes as it were a
second nature. How amiable then must that
man appear in thesight of heaven’s king, who
lubours for the conversion of such children of
misfortune. We are continually sending mis-
sionaries to convert the Indians. But it would
be well for us at least to endeavour to convert
the thousands of poor white and black Indians,
who crowd our sudburbs; they stand in more
need of conversion than the Indians, and this
was the language of an intelligent Indian Chief
when he visited our city,

Can it be possible that the corporation of
New York have never read the Rights of Man,
:and Common Sense, or do they not suppose
that if they bave not vead them that their
tellow citizens have. How then can they ex-
pect that they will patiently endure to have
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their rights mfringed by petit rulers in theix
maturity, when they vanquished potent ones ia
their minority, .

Will they who have vanquxshcd thc lion
patiently endure to be enslaved by the fox. It
'is not so much the aforcsaid law I depricate
‘as the destructive principle which dictated it,
‘T can but pity the men who are capable
| of making such laws, but I lament that such
'men were allowed to fill any office in our
republic even the most subordinate; I have in
different of my works raised my feeble voice
agamst political or ecclesiastical des spotisim, as a
specimen of which I will introduce a quotation
frora my desultory letter written to Napolean
" Bonaparte Frst Consul of France, A. D. 1801,
| page 257,
~ “Though toleration and mtoierance are usmx’l"
- opposed to onc another; the former, no less than
~the latter, originates in error. and despotism.
Toleration, whether granted by an individual
ot @ government, nccessarily presupposes, on
~the part of the granter, authoity or right to
~ grant, or not grant it. Now, can it possibly be
- in the power of any man, or sct of men, to
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grant, or not grant me liberty to worship my
Maker; and worship him in the manner, and
by the means, which to me appear scriptural?
Have I not a paramount nght, nay, is it nor
indispensibly incumbent upon me, independent
of all creation, to worship my God? Will any
man pretend to grant to me, or withhold from
me, a right which I derive from my Maker? If
he does, he at once robs both my Maker and
me. If a man grants me toleration to worship
God, he indirectly grants God a liberty to re-~
ceive my worship. If he assumes a right to
restrain me from worshipping my Maker, lLe,
in effect, assumes a right to restrain Him from
receiving tay worship. If my conductis, in any.
instance, inimical to the state, or incompatible
with the pcace of socicty, the civil magistrate
certainly has a right to take cognizance of it.
Jut, with the religious intercourse between my
Maker and me, he has nothing to do. If 1 he
in an error, I am responsible, not to him, bur
to God, for it, The tolcration of any thing in-
timates, that, in one respect or another, it is
wrong. This is the necessary import of the
word, How can it be wrong for me to worghip
N
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Him that made me. Or, to do it in the manner
which, after the most imparual deliberation,
secems to me the most scriptural? Mistake, 1
may; but who is authorized to determine whe-
ther, and how far, I am in a mistake? Have I
not the same right to judge for myself, in mat-
ters of religion, that a president, a consul, or
a king, has? All that the magistrate has to do
with me, n these matters, is to protect me in
the profession of that religion which appears to
me the best.*”

While I have liberty to write T will write for
liberty of conscience. Surely that man must be
citheranagregeous foolora blasphemous knave;
who wiil assume a right to restrain the ambas-

* Between toleration and despotisma I know no medium.
The mayor and corporation of New York, in commanding
ministerz to ask their liberty to preach the gospel in the open
air, indirectly commands God to gain their permiscion before
be comwands his ministers to call sinners to repentance.
Surely the aldermen of New York, believe in the | inspiration
of the Holy Spirir, If thecefore God commands John Edwards
wwhem they all Felieve to be ¢ goed man) to cull poor sinners
to repentance. How blasphemous us well as despotic must that
law be that ccuntermands bim, WHA'T covLy toE pryis
wisntl WHAT covrp TeE pEv .U po Mons''
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sadors of God from performing their duty.
Suppose the mayor of New York, was to make
a law to prohibit his Britanunic majesty’s am~ |
bassadors from acting agreeable to his instruc-
tions, at least without a special licence being
previously obrained, would not the king
of England be justly incensed at such unpara-
ieled temerity, how then must the King of
Heaven view such conduct in men cloathed
with a litde breef authority. Tory preachers
and tory politicians, and slavedealing republi-
cans, are the gfcatest enemics to oar happy
form of government, Such men have enslaved
the great mass of mankiod and rendered them
little better than foxes apes and monkies. [gno-
rarice in the pulpit, and embellished with the
gown and band is continually preaching un-
conditional submission to the higher power and
declaiming against gaining political informa-
tion, because the lamp of knowledge would
display the deformity and destructive conse-
quences of a spirit of intolerance, as well as
the danger of trusting ministers with too muchi
power, of which the generality of them are
passionatcly fond. Surely the friends of liberty
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sheuld crush the first appearance of despotism
1n church or state, because it 1s more destructive
to their happiness than the pestilence. And
men who will suffer it to be established before
their eyes with complacency deserve to be
slaves, and posterity will remember them with
detestation and curse their ashes in their silent
graves,

““He who allows oppression, shares the

~crime.” In the present strictures I am pleading

the cause of God as well as man against a na-
farious law which in my opinion is a disgrace to
1an as well as an insult offered to God.

I have few qualifications for the task, be-

sides an independent mind and an honest heart.

1 would assign one reason why a large majority
of the clergy are rank tories, and that is, they
spend their most susceptible age where aristo-
cracy is the order of the day, where they are
treated almost with an idolatrnus reverence and
when imported to our land of liberty they con-
sider equal laws as an infringement on the rich,
and impudent pretentions in the poor.

And instead of being ¢ the servants of all”’
as our blessed Lord emphatically commands
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lis ministers to be, they rather endeavor to
be lord of all. Hence they even mimic the
monarch cloathed in his imperial purple by
substituting gowns of silk, which they fre-
quently wear in the street, with proud pre-emi-
nence. Iam sorry to be under the necessity
of ammadvcrtmg on the corruption and pnde,
which is too observable among many of the
nominal ministers of the gospel. Indeed I have
every reason to believe that certain intolerant
clergymen, were the first promotors of the
antecedent Jaw,  And when villainous oppres-
sion in the rulers is followed by abject and
contemptible submissien in the people, where
shall we look for an aliment. ¢ Well, but,
(says the Rev. A. B. Doctor of Divinity,)
such men as John Edwards should not be al-
lowed to preach, for he never reccived a liber-
al education, and he is moreover an ignorant
and eccentric character.” And pray is this
any reason he should not preach the gospei,
because he can not read Greek and talk Latin,
if he has the love of God in his heart, and
feels it his duty to call his fellow sinners to
repentance, (thousands of whom in Now

N ¢
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York never enter a meeting house,) is it not
blasphemy against the anthority of heaven to
forbid him. But I contend that many of these
who are called college bred ministers, could
not for their lives deliver withoug_their notes,
as correct and energetica discourse as John
Edwards. Inorder to prove this assertion,
and demonstrate the present mode of manufac-
tory clergymen to be anti-evangelical, we wiil
let the Rev. or Right Rev. advocate for the
modern mode of making ministers bring for-
ward his arguments in favour of it, And we
will contrast them with the ancient or scriptu-
ral method uniformly practised by the apostles.

¢ And how shall they preach, except they
be sent 2 Rom. x. 15,

According to the Apostle’s declaration in
this chapter, 2 man must be sent of Christ to
preach his gospel. The question in the text
supposes, that a man cannot preach who is
not sent of God for that purpose. A man
who is sent of God is one who Joves him; a
man who loves God is born of God ; every
natural man is a hater of God, and therefore is
not sent of him to preach.
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No man can be sent of God unless he un.
derstands the nature of the gospel, which is
good news to sinful, wretched men; to un-
derstand this a man must be an experimental
sharer in the blessings of the gospel ; ¢the hus-
bandman must first be a partaker of the fruits of
the earth.” The same power which brought
light out of darkuess, enhightens the mind of
the inan who is sent of God to preach; ¢ God,
who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined into our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.,”” A man
without regeneration can no more preach the
gospel of the grace of God, than a blind man
can judge of colours, or a deaf man teach mu-
sic.’

¢ And how cun they preach, except they
are sent to college ?

This text contains the madern doctrine of
clerical qualifications to preach college gos-
pel ; thisis a point which the clergy have
contended for many vears. Ithas been said
by them that no man can be a preacher, un-
less he has a college education; but they
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prove their own doctrine false of late; fot
they begin to ordain those who have nota
college cducation, and according to this, it 15
false that a man cannot preach without a col-
lege education ; that.no more qualifies a mian
to preach the gospel than a man’s working
with a barber qualifies him to make watches,
'The fact is, the clergy meant to have it so
that no man should pretend to preach unless
he was sent to the college, and from the col-
lege sent to them, and by them sent (o impose
on a whole town, who should be obliged to
support them for life, because they had spent
their money for that purpose. A clergyman
was once asked this question : Can a convert-
cd man preach the gospel withouta college
cducation ? he answered, No. Can he preach
the gospel if he has a liberal education with-
out regeneration? he answered, Yes.’
¢ Who also hath made us able minisiers of
the new testament, not of the letter, but of
tho spirit, for the letter killeth, but the spirit
gweth life. 2. Cor, iil. 6.
'The same Apostle who asks this question,
how can they preach except they be sent? in
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this text tells us what kind of ministers those
aie whom Christ sends, and how they are
made.

“ Who also hath made us able ministers.”’
Jesus Christ makes his ministérs ; states and
kingdoms make theirs; and the Devil makes
his. Clirist’s ministers are endowed with na-
tural and spiritual abilities from him : they are
ministers of the new testament ; they are
blessed with a new testament spirit; preach
the Mediator of the new testament ; new tes-
tament doctrine, ordinances, church and prac-
tice. The effect of their preaching is life to
their hearers ; the new testament is spirit and
life, and where it is preached with the spirit it
giveth lite to those who are dead in trespasses
and sins. The Apostles considered the ola
testament done away in Christ ; and to pieach
that was to reject the new, and to seek to be
justified by the deeds of the law, and not by
grace.’

“ Which (the college) also hath made us
popular ministers of the old testament ; not
of the spirit but of the letier, for the spirit
guveth life, but the letter killeth.
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This text will naturally lead the clergy to
remember their creator, (the college) wurat
least their birth place; it may be said of ma-
ny, ¢ this and that man was born there.”’~—
One clcrgvman said ¢ that Cambridge college
was the river the streams whereof make glad
the city of God.”” [Irom that time to this,
the clergy pray that from this fountain may
annually flow streams (that is ministers) to
make glad the city of God; but thar place is
moie like a wolcano which annually vomits
columns of fire and hot lava which makes eve-
ry green thing dxc, and proves destruction to
all around.’ .‘
¢ For I neither received it of man, neither
was I taught 1t by the revelution of Jesus
Christ. Gal. i, 12, |

From this passage we learn that those min-
isters who are sent by Christ and are made
able ministers of the new testament, do not
receive it from man, neither are they taught
the nature of it by man; but by the instruc-
tion of that spirit which leads into all truthj
The gospel is spiritual, and therefore cannot
be known by any without the spirit, No
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‘man knoweth the things of God, but by the
spirit of God. ‘¢ The natural man receiveth
not the things of the spirit of God, for.they
are foolishness unto him, neicher can he know
them, because they are spiritually discerned.”
In this way all the ministers of Christ received
- an understanding of spiritual things in ancient
times; that being the true way then, it must
be the only way now; a man might as well
learn Latin or Greek from one who never
knew these languages, as to know the nature
of the gospel without divine instruction, The
gospel consists of four parts; ¢ our gospel
came not in word only, but also in power,
,and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assu-
rance ;*’ as one part of the gospel is the Holy
Ghost, it must be received by a revelation of™
Jesus Christ.’ |

“ I'or I recerved it of man, and I was
taught it by man, and not by revelation of
Jesus Christ,

This modern text teaches us the difference
between Christ’s ministers, and Anti-Christ’s.
LI'hey are taught by man to say prayers by
rote, and they receive from men like them.
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selves a license to preach, and often old notes
to read over to people. One of this sort once
told me, that ¢ when they first begin to
preach, they are allowed to take other men’s
works and read.” One minister in N, Hamp-
shire was settled upon this plan, to deliver his
old notes once in so many years. This plan
of imposing on towns and parishes they re-
ceive of men, and they are taught it by men ;
they are not taught it by the revelation of Je-
sus Christ, for he never taught religious fraud.
The clergy in general, do not pretend to be
so enthusiastic, as to be moved by the Holy
Spirit. They are generally moved by a spirit
as different from this, as they are different from
the ministers of Chvist.  One young man, as
1 am informed, not thirty, when reading an
old minister’s notes, said, I have been preach-
ing to you these forty years,’

¢« For God, who commanded light to shine
out of darkness, hath shined in-our hearts to
give the Light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the fuce of Jesvs Christ, 2 Cor.
v, 0, -
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This text teaches us that even the Apostles’
minds, before their conversion, were as dark
as the carth before God commanded the light
to shine upon it : andthat nothing short of the
same power could enlighten their minds, the
darkness wasso great, The light which they
received was the knowledge of his glory in
facc of Jesus Christ. 'This shews that though
a man may have some knowledge of God’s
glory in his works, yet they cannot have a
knowledge of the glory of his grace unless it
15 revealed to him by that spirit which glori-
fies Christ. The Apostle gives the reason
why this was done, ‘“ to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of Gad in the face of
Jesus Christ;” that is, that they might com-
municate the same glory to the world which
they bad reccived. The Apostles’ work was
to hold up the glory of Christ, Had the
Apostles preached any other glory, short of
the glory of God in Christ, their hearers
would have thought that they had either for-
gotten their errand, or changed their senti-
ments, While the Apostles and primitive
ministers enjoyed this divine light, they glori-

. N 3
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ed as much in it, or more, than coilege minis-
ters do in this, that the college and their learn-
ing has made ministers of them.’

¢« Jor men, who commanded a college to be
built, hwve made us shine, to give the light of
‘the knowledge of the glory of human learn-
Ing in the face of us who profess to be mas-

lers of arts,

- 1do not mention this text to speak against
human learning ; but to shcw that many came
forth pretending to preach with no other quali-
fications than what they obtain there, unless
they gaina litle more by a few weeks or
‘months study with some master of arts. Ibe-
lieve that the greatest part of these college
ministers study but little divinity there, and
other people would think so tov, if they knew
what is practised at the college. After com-
mencement day they obtain favour of those
who preside, and they have the glory of hu-
man learning, which i, generally, to introduce
a man into some office which he is not fit for,
and that for life. The greatest part of the
towns expericnce this by being cbliged to
main(ain cne man handsomely for life, because
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he has received a college education, and is
called the parsen. .. These men piofess to be
masters of arts: I have no doubt but they are
masters of some arts; they have the art of
Lkeeping the people in fear of them ; the art of
living with little work, of keeping people in
. ignorance, and of opposing the gospel. But
in addition to all the arts they have learned in
college thiey have recently invented a new art,
viz. they have influeaced certain law makers
to make a law to imprison an innocent man
for preaching the gospel in its purity, for they
unanimously allow that John Edwards is a
good man tho’ ecccentricin his movements ;
and if they were good they would pity, and
not fine him 50 dollars for preaching. ln
their books they style themsclves A. M. and

the people do very wrong in not calling them
as they call themselves.’

¢ But we have this treasure in earthen ves-
sels, that the excellency of the power may be
of God and not ¢f us. 2 Cor. iv. 7.

The Apostle, in these words, considers the
gospel a treasure, a valuable collection of glo-
ricus things, This treasure consists of all




208 A CONCISE

the blessings of the gospel, such as pardon,
peace, adoption, joy, hdpe, and eternal life;
finally, ali the glovies of grace to be enjoyed in
this life, and that which is to come. This
treasure is in ¢ earthen vessels,” By earthen
vessels, are meant ministers of the gospel,
who like carthen vessels are made for commeon
, use; (not golden or silver oucs) it is said
¢¢ the treasure is in the vessels;” in the mind
which is capable of retaining it. FKarthen
vesscls are not all of a size, though they are
all of one nature; thus it 1s with the ministers
of Christ; they are all partakers of the divinc
nature, though some are capable of containing
more than others. The reason why this trea-
surc 18 in earthen vcssels is, that the cxcellen-
¢y of the power may be of God.” God
commits the gospel to men; which is itsclf the
power of God, to shew that though men
preach it, yet if God docs not apply it to men’s
hearts, it would be preached in vain, Paul
says, ‘I have planted and Appollos watered ;
but God gave thc increase; so then he that
planteth is nothing, and he that watercih is
nothing, but God who giveth the increase,”
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¢ But we have thistreasure in our notes,
that the excellency without the power may
be of us, and not of God.

This modern text teaches us the difference
between the clergy and the ministers of Jesus
Christ.  Some of this sort who have this trea-
sure in their notes, when asked to preach,
have made this reply : * I am not prepared 7’
that is, I have not my notes with me. Some-
times thev have gone to the meeting house
and left their treasurc at home ; had it been
them they could not have left it behind. One
of this modern kind of ministers (said a preach-
ci) going up the pulpit stairs, dropped his di-
vinity through the floor; he laboured for
some time to repossess it, but it was all in vain ;
however he ascended the sacred desk (as it is
profanely called) and after prayer and singing, -
he stood up and addressed the gazing assembly
in these words : ¢¢ My friends, there is a good
matter under the floor, but I cannot get it,
however, 1 will read you a chapter or two
which will be better than all of it.”” In these
written discourses the excellency consists
(gencrally) in the manner and not in the

Q
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mattcr ; for the power which 1s peculiar
to the gospel 1§ not contained there.—
He who coldly tells the people what his paper
says, is almost as cold and lifeless as his paper.
The power of a pretty voice being the most
that is known. And they will not even read
a sermon to the poor and the needy who croud
our cities, and never ncither hear the gospel
read or preached, not so much as the wild In-
dians, although they profess to be calied of
God to preach to the poor as weil as the rich ;
but they cannot preach the gospel, nor will
they read the gospel unless they are well paid,
mounted in a grand pulpit, and arrayed in their
saccrdotal robes,  But what caps the climax of
their inconsistency, is this, like the dog n the
manger, they will neither preach to the poor
themselves, nor let such honest, simple, and
godly men as John ldwards do it. DButI
fear influenced certain members of  their
cengregations, who are snfortunately cloathed
with a little political power in New York, to
make a despotic and intolerant law to fine and
confine the said John Ldwards, for preaching
ta the poor without money and without price.
How must the peeple of Lngland point the
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finger of scorn at such impolitic law makers,
and the republicans who subinit to them.

“Go ye, t/zercfore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the IIoly Ghost, teach-
g them o obseroe all things whatsoever 1
/tﬂve commandcd you; and lo, I am with you
always even unto the end of the world. Amens
Mat, xxviii, 18, 19,

In these wordsare contained the orders given
to these who are called, and have the treasure
of the gospel committed to them. Their or-
ders ~re extensive: ¢ teach all nations.”” They
are to ¢ preach the gospel to every creature.””
After the people are taught, the first thing re-
quired of them is baptism, which was designed
to act out their faith in the death, burial and
resurrcction of him, in whom they believed.
'I'he ministers of Christ are here commanded
to teach the saints ‘‘all the council of God”
revealed in his word; and as an encouragement,
he promised them his presence to the end of
the world. Notwithstanding these orders are so
plain, yet many have endeavoured, from age to
2ge, to prove that ministers ought to be config.

v
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ed within the limits of a town or parish. I be-
lieve it some who pretend to preach had what
they merit, they would be confined to a smaller
circle than-a town or parish; for they would be
_ confined to some other business ’

“ Go ye therefore into a town where there 1s
210 settled minister, and. rcad piely and mor~
ality to all who come where you arve; sprink-
ling their children intheroom of circumcision,
an the name of the Trinity, teaching them
zhat the commands of Christ are not essential;
and lo, rich, wordly men will be with you us
long as you live. Amen.

- How different is this modern text from the
ancient one! yet this is an exact description of
the clergy in our day. After they have received
their commission, (or license) from those who
make such ministers, they set out in pursuit of
a vacant parish, or town, with their morality
in their saddle-bags; when employed by the
town they read over their rules of piety and
morality to the people, whether they are asleep
or awake, When any thing is mentioned con.
cerning baptism, they read a discourse shewing
that infant baptism came in the room of cir-
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cumcision, and is a seal of the covenant; and
as thereis no proof of it in the scriptures, the
people take their word for it, if they please.
Their method of evading the commands of
Christ, is, to do as all other rebels do; that is,
to say Christ’s commands are not essential,
In so doing, the chief men of thecity receive
him, and oblige the poor to support him for
lite.? |

“ Withal, praying for us, tbat God would open a
door of utterance to speak the mystery of Christ,
for which I am also in bonds. Col, iv. 3.

This passage of scripture shews that even
the apostles, who had such great manifesta-
tions of divine things, stood in need of the
prayers of the saints; not being sufficient to
think any thing of themselves. They con.
sidered the gospel a mystery, and that they
knew it only in part, and were suffering even
unto bonds while they were preaching it unto
sinful men. 1f the apostles needed the prayers
of their brethren, surely the ministers of Je-
sus need the prayers of the saints. One of the

sort was complained of for not preaching so
02 |
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well as he once did; he owned it, and told his
brethren that the reason of it was, ¢ that he
~ had lost his prayer book.”” They asked him if
~he used one? he told them that the prayers
of his brethren was the prayer book, which
he had enjoyed for many years, and that if
they could procure that for him again, he had
510 doubt but he should preach as well as ever,
¢Withal, praying for us, that the town,
would open unto us the door of the meeting
house, that we may speak the mystery of n-
squity, which we are at liberty by law to do.
This text intimates that unconverted min-
asters ack their unconverted brethren to pray
for them, though it is not very common; when
they do, they pray to the town, or court, that
individuals or the town may be obliged to do
that which they do not think the scripture
commands them, They are sometimes heard
to pray for themselves; their prayer is genea
rally this, ¢ that God would direct them to
a suitable portion of his word, and enable
them rightly to divide the word of truth:”
and at the same time 1t is all divided and




VIEW, &c. 215

wrote down, and must come from their notes
whether there is force enough in it to reach
the hearers or not. What they generally de.
liver is the mystery of iniquity, described in
these words, ¢ do as well as you can, and all
will be well:” this is what the laws of men
allow them to do.

«The clders which are among you I exhort,
who also am an clder, and a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, and also a pertaker of
the glory that shall be revealed; feed the flock
of God which 1s among you, tuking the over-
sight thercof, not by constraint, butwillingly,
not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; nei-
ther as being lords over God’s heritage, but
being ensamples of the flock; and when the
chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive
¢ crown of glory which fadeth not away.
1 Peterv. 1, 2, 3, 4.

In this ancient text are several things wor-
thy of notice. The first is the name given to
Christ’s ministers, which is elder. The words
elder, bishop,and overseer, all mean one thing,
They signify one, appointed to take care of
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that which belongs to another: Paul says,
¢ feed the flock of God which he has purchas.
ed with his own blood.” These elders had no
command of the churches. The elders be-
Tonged to the churches, and not the churches
to them. They considered themselves serve-
ants of the churches, and not masters. They
took the oversight of them, an1 their work
was to feed the flock of God, thatis, to instruct
them from the word of God, taking the over-
sight out of love to Christ and his flock; not
for the sake of gain; yet while they fed the
flock, they were to be supported. ¢ Who
{eedeth a flock, and eateth not the miik of the
flock? Who goeth a warfare at his own charg-
es? There is agreat difference between eating
the milk of the flock, and eating the flock. A
person may eat the milk, while a dog may
tear and eat the fiesh of the animal who gave
the milk. The text does not allow them to be
lords over God’s heritage but to be ensamples
to the flock. Christ is Lord, and ministers
must be servants; they must pay such respect
to Christ’s commands as to engage their bre-
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thren to obey Christ through their example.
Christ’s ministers are taught not to look for a
crown in this world, but in that which 1s to
come. They must expect, if they call the mas-
ter of the house Beelzebub, they will his
household. Christsays, ¢ woe unto you, when
all men shall speak well of you, for so did
they of the false prophets.’”” Christ’s minis-
ters are to have at lastacrown of glory which
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for them.

How consolating must this be to the min-
isters of Jesus, while their names are cast out
as cvil, and they conzidered the filth of the
earth, and the off scouring of all things; and
they made a spectacle to the world, to angels
and men; amidst all this to believe, that their
names are written in heaven, that a crown is
laid up for them there, and that ere long they
shall be reccived to read their name, to wear
their crown, and to be ever with the Lord.

¢ The reverend clergy who are with me I
advise, who am also a clergyman, and a D, D.
a member of that respectable body, who are
numerous, and ¢ who seek honour one of
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another;” and a parvtaker of the bencfit of it
| feed yourselees upon the church and parish
over which we have settled you for life, and
who are obliged to support yow whether they
like you or not; taking the command, by con-
séraint, for filthy lucre; not of a ready mund;
us lord’s over men’s souls, not as ensamples to
thein, And when commencement day shall
appear, you shall receive some honorary title,
which shall make you appear very respectable
among the reverand clergy.
This modern text shews the difference be-

tween that which is scriptural, and that which
1s hum.n. Instead of elder, a title suitable for
the ministersof Christ, Auti C'hris:’s ministers
style themselves clergy, doctor of divinity,
parson, lord bishop, lord archbishop, right
reverend father in God, cardinal, his holiness
the pope &c. &c. &c.

'This plan of settling ministers over towns
1s contrary to the scriptures; no such thing is
mentioned there. When 1 sce those things I
have these thoughts: if these men are Christ’s
ministers, they have a poor opinion of hig
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word, for they will not take it for a living, ur~
less the town is bound for him, that if he fails
them, the town shall be accountable for the
money. Instead of taking the oversight, they
take the command of the town or parish, they
pretend to possess; calling them *“ my peo-
ple,” or “ my parish.” Instead of feeding the
people, they fced themeelves. Ezckiel says,
“ woe to the shepherds of Israel that do fzed
themselves! should not the shepherds feed the
flock?”” "I'hey are not examples to the flock,
but are like post guides, placed out of the rcad,
reading to people about a way they never were
in. For all this tyranny they are henoured by
each other; they have the honorary title A. B.
A. M. and they are sometimes placed as high
as D. D). A. A. S. S. H. S. ¢ they proceed
no further.” |

“ And as they minestered to the Lord and
tasted, the Holy Ghost saud, seperate me
Buarnabas and Saul for the work whereunto 1
have called them. And when they had fast-
ed and prayed, and laid their hands on then:,
they sent them away.  And when they her
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ordained them Elders in every church, and
bad prayed with fasting, they commended
them to the Lord on whom they believed.—
Acts xiii. 2, 3, and xiv, 23. .

'These two passages of scripture, contain
an account cf the ancient way of ordaining
Elders. The first mentions their ordination
to travel ; the last, their ordination in the
churches. It is evident that the Holy Ghost
called these men to preach, and that those
who laid their hands on them, approved of
what the Holy Ghost had done. Another
thing is evident, and that is, that after they
had fasted and prayed, they laid their hands
on them ; after this they sent them away to
preach the glorious ‘¢ gospel of the grace of
God.” |

When they ordained Elders in the church-
es, they did it in the same way, by fasting and
prayer; and layiog their hands on them, com-
mending them to the Lord, on whom they
believed. 1Is there any thing here to make a
person think there was a council of ministers

called,a sermon on the occasion, the right
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hand of fellowship, and a charge, in the man-
ner it is now done among almost all denom-
inations? Surely no. From this account, it
is evident that the ministers of Christ were
ordained to different works ; on this account
some were ordained to travel, and others to
be in the churches ; some were qualified for
evangelists to preach from place to place,
others as pastors and teachers to take care of
the churches. Those ministers who were
ordained in churches, were considered as
servants of the church, having no com.

mand of them. Paul says, ‘“ And ourselves
your servants for Jesus’s sake+” In ancient
times, the ministers belonged to the church-
‘es ; but in these modern times, the ministers
think the churches belong to them the same
as in kingly governments, the monarch
thinks the people belong to him, and are his
servants, instead of him belonging to his peo~
Ple. 'The present mode of church govern-
ment generally adopted, (for I am determin.
ed to particularize no denomipation,) is the
03
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same in a spiritual sense as an absolyte mon-
arghy is in 3 temporal sepse.  Such intolers
ance may do in Europe, but it will not al-
ways be endured in America; people will
not glways be imposed upan.  You will often
hear the clergy say, ¢ my church;” and to
see the manner in whigh it is built, any man
might think it belonged to them.. The scripa
tures say, ¢ Christ gave gifts, (that is, min-
isters) to men; but modeyn times say, he
.gave men to the gifts. Mention is made
here of Elders being ordained in the church-
es, but not as lords over them; neitheris
“any thingmentioned concerning settling mine
isters over towns and parishes. How happy
must these Elders feel, while they are chief

among their brethren, and at the same time
servants of all !’

¢ And as he read and said prayers to the
people, the town said, separate us this man to
the honour we have conferred on'him. dAnd
when they had given him a Caul, and he had
accepted 1ty the clergy and therr servants

camne, gave hint the right hand of fellowship,
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end & sham charge, and settled him._for life
over the town.  And when this was done they
commended him to the town and church, on
whowe ke depended. for a living.,

This modern text explained will shew the
difference between the ancient way of ordain-
ing Elders, and the present mode of settling
the clergy.

The young gentleman who expects the
honours of the town, first comes and reads
two shart pieces in a week ; is respected and
flattered by the first characters in the town.
If they think he will do to make an Idol
shepherd of to worship, they talk of settling
him. Col. A. Capt. B. Esq. C. Major D.
Deacon E. Merchant F. with Mr. X. who
wishes him to be respected whether he de.
serves it or not, are asked how they like the
gentleman ? one says ¢ he has a goed voice,’*
another ¢ he performed very well;”” another
“he i3 short,”” another, “I am afraid our
town will not be so lucky as to obtain him.”
However, these few who rule, calla rown
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meeting; the candidate retires, mentions a
Caul in'another town, they vote for him, the
poor waiting to see . the rich men’s hands go
- up first; if a majority are for him ; they agree
to give him a caul ; that is, so many hundred
dollars settlement; and so many handred
dollars salar: for life, or so many ounces of
silver. This being done, the caul i3 sent to
the young gentleman: if he accepts it, he
gives his answer publicly as liberal as their
_caul. ¢ Vox populi vox Dei.” The voice
of the people, is the voice of God. This be.
ing done. a day is set for his ordination ; it
is an high day. A council of clergy are sent
for, who come in awful pomp : they examine
his caul and credentials, and withoiit any evi.
dence oi his being a man of experimental
religion they agree to ordain him, or rather to
crown him king over a number of people who
must be ruled by him. The whole town is
~ moved, and the towns around them. The
" fiddiers, the retailers, &c. are all animated.—
- Atter this, they make a solemn parade, their
- powdered heads, their bands aud surpluses,
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and hypocritical appearance, testify that they
are related to g certain church whose name
delicacy forbids me to mention. The young
gentleman 1is settled for life. The people
are pleased ; they have now a king like other
towns: who will rule over them with rigor.”?
Feasting, drinking, fiddling, dancing, &e.
end the solemnities of the day.
This is the modern method of manufactu-
ring ministers, and the tory tribe as they
cannot have a king to reign over them in this
free country, they substitute in his stead &
Rev. or a Right Rev. Diviue,and cvery lazy
parson who sces the true ministers of the
gospel labouring for the olory of God, and
the salvation of souls with indefitigable ase
siduity, and that without receiving a cent
in payment, feel a spirit of hostility againsg
such and use their utmost cndeavors to injure
them. '1'he conduct of such f.uthful heralds,
when contrasted with the conduct of ungod-
ly clergymen who reccive 2 or 3000 dollars
rer annum, for reading » sermon once on each
P
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Sabbath, makes the latter appear as a set of
artful swindlers, who impose upon the credu-

lity of ignorant, priest ridden and infatuated

people. Can this assumption of power and
prerogative among those perishing worms cal.

Ied priests and potentates, be pleasing in the

sight of the omnipotent King of Heaven, sure-

ly not. For our blessed redeemer has de-
_ clared that the humble shall be exalted and
the proud debased. Andil heaven’s king ap-
probated the man who happens to be born of
rich parents in his assuming a proud pre-em-
inence, How is it that there is religion, ho-
hour, virtue, and intelligenee in as great per-
fection in the humble walks of mediocrity, or
even in the shades of obscurity, as in the cir.
cles of fashionable life. Why then this mo.
nopoly among kings and priests. Does not
the almighty plainly manifest his will by his
acts, why then should such fellows contravene
it. Every person who possesses two grains
of common sense; must be convinced in a
moment of the outrage and insult the antece.
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dent law is to the feelings, interest, and honor
of Americans, itstrikes in my opinion at once
at the constitution of the U. States, which
prohibits no ihan from serving and worship-
ing his God, according to the dictates of his
own conscience. But above all it strikes at
the sovereignty of God, and actually counter-
mands him. In making this law and amend-
ing it, they have not offended John Edwards,
only, but every American who has a drop of
patriotic blood flowing through his veins, who
will consider himeelf insulted by that law,
the same as every trt.c American felt himself
interested in the outrage, committed by the
Bri‘ish, on the frigate Chesapeake. Those

law muakers have manifested as clear as a ray:

of light, that if their power was equal ta
their will, no religion would be tolerated in
America but their own. Then indzed we
might expect the laws & martyrdoms of bloody
Queen Mary would be revived. Formen who
would make a law to prohibit the preaching
of the gospel without any reasonable excuse

i

l
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whatever, are capable of perpetrating the
greatest enormitics, For surely no man in his

senscs will have the temerity to say that the
civil law (without such a despotic auxilary) 1s
not capahle of suppressing any riots, whatever,
which may take place in private or public as-
gemblies. Does not such law makers, while
they are reviling others in the bitterest language
which bigotry stimulated by rancour can utrer,
manifest to the world that they themselves are
cnemics, to the American laws. Does such
men descrve to be renowned for their wisdom,
and revered for their virtue. Do they mean to
geach their fellow ciuzens that republicanism is
but a nane, and religicus liberty a mere phan-
tom. Their law and especially its amendment
sic an undelhable disgrace to themsclves, and a
burlusyue on the American Republic. 1 appeal
to the hwarts of all true republicans in these
candd strictures, Indeed 1 conceive it nugatory
to spocal to the law mrakers themselves, as I
am peisuaded they never will listen to the voice
of rcason, while they are intrenched behind a
rapiut of wealth and power, but no doube
they never will be clected again to ofhce while
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the citizens of New York have either minds ot
memories, unless they consider it manly to be-
come voluntary dupes, or honourable to co-op-
perate with men who have made th¥ boldest
advances that ever was made ta rob a nation of
its far fanicd liberty, and independence. Tyrants

and demagogues begin by imperceptible mecans

to undermine the foundation on which repub-
lics are founded, and so accumulate power by
degrees. But in the present case the most enor-
mous power is at once assumed. For I verily
bclieve there never was such a law passed under
the most arbitrary of the Roman emperors. I
harbour not the least personal accrimony

against thv. gentlemen who made the law, for:

which 1 feel the most unconquerable execration,
nor do I feel a particle of rancor to the re-
spectable denomination to which they chiefly
belong; for 1 love all denominations, ana be-
lieve there are bad and good among them all.
But it is the principle, the deleterious priaciple
I detest, which seems to toll the death bell of
the disease of our happy republic. For if such
an outrage on the liberties of a free pcople is
suffered to pass with impunity how short livea
Pe |

- - e M 5 g




230 ~ A.teNeIsE

must our free government be, For most assur-
edly if che arjstocratical party in America make
a breach in the walls and once enter the castle

of liberty, the only republic in the world will
be abolished. I therefore apply the touchstone

“that the counterfeit republican may be Zetected

and discarded from office. 1 endeavour to lift

~up a torch in the shades of retirement which

may expose the weakness (I will cail it by the
mildest name) of the legislator in the public
court house. I wish to inculcate upon the
minds of the people their power and dignity,

. that they n#ay repel in time every encroachment

on their sacred rights, and disperse and displace
those innovators, who show a disposition to
berecave them of what is more sacred than lifc;
I mean liberty; and on them do Irely under
God for protection against the spirit of intoler-
ance | am holding up to popular animadversion
and execration. [ know I have a formidable
phalanx against me, ministers who pant for pre-
ferment in particular, and the tory tribe in gene-
ral will bc against me. There is ng part of the
antecedent law I can less pardon than the
amendment or supplementary part; surely those
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legislators would have more regard for the
feelings of king George .he 3rd. than they
have for the Almighty. Ye legislators, (1 will
call you by the mildest name) who gave you
authority to remove the lamp of knowledge
that was illuminated with a ray from heaven,
and prohibit the preaching of the gospel to
the poor unhappy persons in the suburbs of
New York, who scarcely ever hear it preached
in church, You know your college manufac-
tured ministers will let the poor go to hell by
thousands, before they will stoop so-low as to
call such wretches to repentance, Where is
your priviledge, your right to act s0? if you
have any right you receive it from Satan, whose
works you do, and thus rebel against the King
of Heaven. How can you answer to your own
hearts for such conduct. Remember Gad .will
not have his rights infringed with impu-
nity. Do you wish the Creator to come to you
and beg your permxssnon to let his true minis.
ters preach his gospel to the poor? Your law
manifests such a wish: I have endeavoured to
write these political remarks with moderation,
’f 1 have not succeeded it is through the weak-
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ness of my head and not the wickedness of my
heart, we will illucidate them by transcribing a
quotation from Bolingbroke, and submut it to

. the consideration of the citizens nf New York.

““'T'he constitution of the Briush govern-
ment (says lord Bolingbroke) supposes ourkings
mayabuse their power, and our representatives
betray their trust, and provides against both
these contingencies. Here let us observe, that
the same constitution is very far from suppos-
ing the peoplc will ever betray themselves; and
vet this case is possible. -

A wise and biave peoplc will neither bc Co-
zened nor bullied owut of their liberty; but a
wise and brave people may cease to be such;
they may degencrate; they may sink into sloth
and luxury; thev may resign themselves to a
treacherous conduct; or abet the enemies of the
constitution, under a notion of supporting the
friends of government, they may want the
sense to discern their danger in time, or the
courage to resist when it starcs them in the
face. .

The Tarquins were expelled, and Rome re-
sumed her liberty; Caesar was murdered, and
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all ‘his race cxtinct, but Rome remainedin bon.’
dage. Whence this difference? In the days of
‘Tarquin, the people of Rome werenot yer cor-
rupted; in the days of Cwsar they were most
corrupt.

A free people mav be sometimes betrayed;
bt no people will betray themselves, and sa-
crifice their liberty, unless they fall into a state
of universal corruption.

As all government began, so all government
must end by the people; tyrannical government,
by their virtue and courage; and even free
governments, by their vice and baseness. Our
onstitution indeed makedje impossible to de-
stroy liberty by any sudden blast of papular
fury, or by the treachery of the few: butif the
many will concur with the few; if they will
advisedly and dcliberately suffer their liberiy to
be taken away, by those on whom thcy dela-
gate power to preserve it, this no constitution
can prevent. God would not support his own
theocracy against the coucurrent desire of the
children of Isracl; but gave them a king in his

angcer.,
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How then should our human constitution ot
government sapport itself against so universal
a change, as we here suppose, in the temper
and character of the people, It cannot be. We
may give ourselves a tyrant, it we please, But
this can never happen, till the whole nation
falls into a state of political reprobation. Then,
and not till then, political damnation will be
our Jot.”

When Iview :he mountains of misery ob.-
servable in the world, produced Ly ecclesias-
tical and poiitical oppressors, 1 cannot avoid
being 1rntateu——hg;uce when 1 attempt to
vindicate 1njured i imnocence and advocate the
rights of man, I am too apt to usea bold
phraseology. In the ant:-cedent poiitical
strictures, I have therefor., perhaps, been
rather too sanguine in my animadversions,
relative to the mayor and corperation of Rew
York; if it 1s so, I am willing to apologize
for this ipadvertant crror, if they also make an
apology for giving the cause. I neither know
the persons cr names of the above gentlemen,
~nnceanentlv no nersonal acrimony could have
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stimulated me to be so warm 1n my declaima-
tions. One thing I have often thought would
be extremely bencficial to our solitary repub-
lic, and that1s. For each individual state to
establish a public seminary to be supported at
the public expence, where republican princi-
ples might be inculcated upon the juveniic
mind, and where a polite as well as patriotic
education might be gained at a very moderate
cxpense, the most central part of the state
should be cliosen for establishing such a semi-
nary, and above all republican teachers should
be chosen by the legislature, for it is a lamen-
table fact, that most of ofg

iclchrated scholas-
tic, as.well as ecclesiastic tihers are rank to-
ries, and too often both by”‘prccept and exam-
ple teach their pupils and congregation to be
such. Was such a patriotic institution organ-
1ized upon un economical plan, our citizens
might give their beys a finished education at
one hundred dollars per annum boarding wash-
ing &c. nclnded. The fammous Lycurgus the
Spurtan lawgiver, considered this part of the
duty of a patriotic legislature, of the last im-
portance; and it wonld be well for them to have
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Lis plan of public cducation in their view, when
they deliberate upon the importance of the
prescnt proposition.  In a particular manner 1
would humbly take the liberty with distin-
guished deference, to suggest to his excellency
governor Snyder, the great utilitv of the
present plan, I am emboldened to take this
liberty from the view I have of his recent mes-
sage to the legislature of Pennsylvania,  The
public nrints have been for a long time teem-
ing with-invectives and vulgar abuse of their
patriotic first magistrate, while slander with
her bindred mouths, and a trumpet at each
ed’in the degeneracy of dis

x

nters, who u‘pmbm even

mouth, have exul
appointed office _
the man of their choice, because he will not
be their dupe, however his late message gave
the lic in form to these political calumniators,
and shows in the most distinguished point of
vicw, the ingenuity of his head, as well as the
genuv*nty and patriotiszn of his heart, 'T'he
sentiments of the president of the U, S, are
in unison with mine on this important subject.
I will rake the liberty to subjoin a quotation
from Dis recent message to congress, which
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will elucidate as will as give force to the pre-
sent pmposmon. viz. |

¢« Whilst it is umversally admitted that a
well instructed people alone can be permanent-
ly a free people ; and whilst it is evident that
the means of diffusing and improving useful
knowledge form so small a proportion of the
expenditures for national purposes, I cannot
presume it to be wnreasonable, to invite your
attention to the advantages of superadding to
the means of education provided by the several

states, a seminary of learning, institured by the
national leglslatuxe, wntlun the limits of theit
exclusive jugidiction ; g » ence of which
might be defrayed, or Ys:d out of the
vacant grounds which ha®§jiiiciued to the na-
tion within those limits,

Such an institution, though local in its legal
character, would be universal in its beneficial
effccts, By enlightening the opinions; by
expandinig the patriotism ; and by assimilating
the principles, the senuments and the manncrs
of those who might resort to this temple of
science, to be re-distributed, in due time, thro’
every part of the community ; sources of jea.

P3
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lousy and prejudice would be diminished, the
features of national character would be multi-
plied, and greater exteat given ‘o social harmo-
ny. Butabove all, a well gonstituted semin-
ary, :n the centre of the natiZn, is recommend-
ed by the consideration, that the additional in-
struction emanating from it would contribute
not less to strengthen the foundations, than to
adorn the structure, of our free and happy
system of government.”

It is a lamentable consideration, that too
many infantile tories arc manufactured in out
colleges, where thexrecciveanti-republicanim-
pressions, whighe can lécr crase.—
Should not ofjilc legislatute at least at-
tempt to cradit@® this growing cvil. 1 am
persuaded that the deformity of ariglgcracy
and monaichy, should be continually exhibit-
ed to the juvenile minds of our youth, their
speeches, their lessons, and in short their
schuol baoks in general, (which too often sa-
vour of toryism,) should display in the most
engaging language, the beauty and utility of
republicanism. T'heconduct and case of the ce-
lebrated Carthzgenian’s general, Haonibal, pres




sents itself to consolidate this assertion, which
I will take the liberty to transcribe from my
¢ Flowers of Literature,” third edition, page
156.

¢ Carthage, though corrupted, was not de.
ficicnt in great men. Of all the enemies the
Romans ever had to contend with, Hannibal
the Carthagenian, was the most inflexible and
dangerous. His father Hamilcar, had imbibed
an extreme hatred against the Romans, and
having settled the intestine troubles of his
country, he took an early opportucity to in.
spire his son, though but nme years old, with
his own senmcmo. Foll jpurpose he or-
dered a solem sacrifice (QEEE:red to Jupi-
ter, and leading his son Wihe altar, asked
him whether he was willing to attend him in
bis cxpedition against the Romans. The cou.
rageous boy not only consented to go, but con.
jured his father, by the gods present, to form
him to victory. und teach kim the art of con.
quering. That I will joyfully do, replied Ha-
milcar, and with all the care of a father who
Joves you, if you will swear upon this altar to
be an eternal enemy to the Romans. Hannibal
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readily complied, and the solemnity of the
ceremony, and the sacredness of the oath,
made such an impression upon his mind, as
nothing afterwards could ever efface.

Being appointed general at twenty five
years of age, he laid siege to Saguntum, a city
of Spain, in alliance with the Romans. T'his
breach of peace brought on the second Punic
war, which was carried on with mutual bra-
very and animositye And so equal was the
fate of arms between them, that both partics
triumphed by turns. Hannibal had greatly the
“advantage at ﬁrst. He 6ver-ran all Spain, and

BEain of the%oman state,
» rry the war into Italy.?

1 will now ca¥lude the political remarks,
that have been dragged with regret, and not
with exultation into popular view; and glad
I am they are come to a close. T'oanimadvert
1s neither congenial to my disposition, nor
agreeable to my taste, But for me to view the
offensive law, which is the subject of my ani-
madversions, and nottopointoutits impolicy, (L
will use the mildestexpressions) would be high
treason against the good people of Americu,
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and the blackest ingratitude to God. For
surely if I have a father of common parental
tenderness, and he is insulted by any person:
or persons; nature will bind me to repel the
‘insult and at least endeavour to vindicate
his cause. How much more is it my duty to
vindicate the cause of my heavenly father
whose tenderness to me no imagination can
conceive, nor tongue can express. It is sur-
prising to me that so little notice is taken of
the antecedent law in the patriotic news pa-
pers of New York. Most asuredly T am per~
fectly correct when I affgpy that if the sove~
reign people of Ameri ratxently erdure
the antecedent offensive law, the next will be
ro establish a certain sect of christians as the-
national church of America, in preference to
all others; the next step which of course will
follow will be aunion of church and state. I
mean a monarchy added to the hierearchy,
For my part I cannot conceive how any law,
enacted by human beings could more cffectu-
ally intringe the rights of God and man. And
what makes the infringement more glaring ’f
Q
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the consideration that the corporation of New
York unanimously believe that God uniformly
calls or inspires by his holy spirit, his faithful |
ministers to preach his gospel. If Atheistical
philosophers were to pass such a law there
would be some excuse for them but none in
the present case. I would (for the sake of il-
lustrotion) ask one of the gentlemen who en-
acted the aforesaid law the following question.
Pray sir, what would you think of me if I
gave positive orders to your servants not to
obey your commands without previously gain-
ing my consent, and in case they refused to
obey me and offigeurse disobey you, how
would you feel og¥iewing me dragging them
to prison as the greatest criminals. Consider
this interrogation for a few moments and you
may have some imperfect conception of what
God and your country thinks of you. I have
enly given the reader a superficial glance of
the impolicy of the aforesaid unreasonable law
a folio volumn would not contain all I could
sy relative to its inability and inconsistency
~But my limits will not permit me to enlarge.
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as I must leave room for other necessary mat-
ter. I think I have materially differed in thg
present compilation from any thing of the
kind. Moderation and liberality of sentiment
I'think is its most prominent features, Perhaps
1 have been too warm in my political animad.
versions, if so I most humbly beg the readers
pardon and intreat him to let the purity of
my motives plead my excuse. It 1s an honest
zeal for God and my country which has pro-
dured this warmth, unmixed with even a par-
ticle of personal acrimony. 'The impolicy of
man making ministers, instead of God, has
been also freely exhibitedihecause I conceive
this to be one of the greatest evils (except
slavery) in this country. Would men permit
the Almighty to choose his own ministers in
his own way they would be a blessing and not
a curse to their country. But when men make
ministers with learring in their heads, but the
devil in their hearts, which is too often the
case, what need we expect from them but in.
fringements on our rights hence such men

are in general bitter enemies to equal rights,
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and equal privileges, inshort they are mima-
ture what wicked kings are in magnitude.
'The christian as well as the pagan world fur-
1 -h lamentable proofs of the truth of this
assertion. Alas how many of the human race
are kept in ignoble slavery and gross igno-
rance by wicked priests as well as kings. As a
speciment selected from a thousand instances
of the power of priests to corrupt the human
mind and inculcate the most ridiculous opin-
lens we will give the following accgunt of the
Gentoos. |

Few travellers who have given accounts of
India, omit mentigaing the cruel custom of
the women publiclg®urning themselves at the
death of their husbahds: indeed some have
said that the practice is not now so general as
ithas been, yet itis frequently practised among
the wives of men of high rank and condition:
but their friends and relations constantly en-
dcavour to dissuade the women, who declarc
their resolution of burning, from carrying it
joto exesution. Even the Brahmins do not

encourage it. Mr, Holwell gives the follow.
ing account of the eeremony.
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* We have bean present at many of these
sarii.s: in some of the victims we have
obscrved a pitiable dread, tremor, and reluc-
tance, that strongly spoke repentance for their
declared resolution; but it was notw too late to
retract, or retreat; Bistnoo was waiting for the
spirite 17 the celf doomed viciim discovers
want of courage and fortitude, she is with
gentle force obliged to ascend the pile, where
she is kept down with long poies, held by men
on each side of it, uatil the flames reach;
her screams and cries, in the mean time, be-
10g drowned amidst the defending noise of
loud music, and the acclamations f the mul-
titude, Others we hpve seen go through this
fiery trial with most amazing, steady, calng
resolution, and joyous fortitude.” Mr. Hol.
well then gives an instance of the latter, which
happened at the East India company’s factory
at Cosimbuzaar, at which himself and several
other pentlemen of the factory were preseat,
from which we have exuracted the fellowing
accotgt.

| Q¢




246 A CONCISE

On the morning of the 4th of February
1742-3, died Rhaam Chund, a pundit, of the
Mahahrattor tribe, aged twenty-eight years;
his widow (for he had but one wife) aged
between seventeen and eighteen, as soon as
he expired, disdaining to wait the term allow.
ed her for reflection, immediately declared to
the Brahmins and witnesses present her reso-
lution to burn: as the family was of no small
consideration, all the merchants of Cossim-
buzaar, and her relations left no argument
unessayed to dissuade her from it: the infant
state of her children (two girls and a boy the
eldest not four years of age) and the terrors
and pain of the death she sought, were paint-
ed in the most lively colouring, she was deaf
to all, she gratefully thanked them, but said
she had now nothing to live for, but recom-
mended her children to their protection. When
the torments of burning were urged to shakc
her resolution, she, with a resolved and calm
countenance, put her finger into the fire, aid
held it there for a considzrable time, she then
with onc hand put {ire in the palm of the
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other, sprinkled incense on it, and fumigated
the Brahmins. The consideration of her chil-
dren, thas left destitute of both parents, was
again urged to her. She replied, he that made
them would take care of them. She was at
last given to understand, she should not be
permitted to burn; this for a short space scem-
ed to give her deep affliction, but soon recol-
, lecting herself, she told them, death was in
her power; and that if she was not allowed to
burn, according to the principles of hex caste.
she would starve herself. Her friends finding
her thus peremptory and resolved, were obligs
ed at last to assent.

¢ The body of the deceased was carried
down to the water side, early the following
morning; the widow followed about teu
o’clock, accompanied by three very principle
Brahmins, her children, parents, and relations,
and a numerous concourse of pecple. She
then retired from the crowd, for the space ot
half an hour, in the midst of her female rela-
tions, amongst whom was her mother; after
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which she was conducted bv these relations to
one corner of the pile, on which was an arched
arbour formedof dry sticks, boughs and 1-avess
open only at on¢ end to zdmit her entrance-
After ttz Brahmins had gone throvnh rhe
ceremonies usual upon such occasions, she was
led with great solemnity three tir2s ronnd the
pile, when after having stripped berself of her
rings and other ornaments she took a solemn
majestic leave of hei children, parents, and
relations; after which, one cf the Brahmins
dipped a large wick of cotton in scme ghee,
gave it ready lighted ifito her hand, and led
her to the open side of the arbour; there al-
the Brahmins fell at her feet, after she had
blessed them, they retired weeping, by two
steps, sie ascended the pile, and entered the
arbour: on her entrance, she made a profound
reverence at the feet of the deceased, and ad-
vanced and seated herself by his head; she
looked in silent meditation on his face for the
space of a minute, then set fire to the arbour

in three places; observing that she had set fire
to the leeward, and that the flames blew from
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her, instantly sceing her error, she arose, and
set fire to windward, and resumed her station.
With what a dignified and undaunted coup-
tenance she set fire to the pile the last time,
and assumed her seat, can only be conceived,
for words cannot convey a just idea of her.
'The pile being of combustible matters, the
supporters of the roof were presently consume
ed, nd it tumbled upon her.

Mr. James Cator in the service of the
East India company gives a very interesting
account of such a ceremony, performed about
two and a half mile from Calcutta, which he
was witness to, on the 21st of July 1720.
Gocul Chunde Gosaul a Brahmin of a superior
cast, being given over by his physicians, was
carried to the banks of a creek that runs frons
Collyghaut, a place held sacred by the Hin-
doos, where he died. It is customary with
those people, when on the point of death, to
remove to the banks of the Ganges, or of some
‘creek which runs into it, for it is said, if an
Hitquo dies in his own house, it is rased to
the ground, and as Gocul’s house was a “ery
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large one, had he died in it, and thereby sub-
Jected it to demolition, it would have been a
very great injury to his estate.

This Brahmin left two wives; one of whom,
named 'f'arryrell, declared immediately on
her husband’s decease, that she was deters:
mined to burn with him. She had three chil-
dren, the youngest of whom was only thirtcen
months old. Mr. Cator saw her that morning
at the time her children were brought to her.
At the first sight of them, the strong ties of
maternal tenderness, struggled wiih her reso.
lution, and she wept over them; bt soon re~
covering herself, she told them their father
was dead, and she was going to die with him;
that they must look up to their uncle, who,
would be both father and mother to them:
then turning to her husband’s brother, who
stood by, entrcated him to enjoin his son
Joneraen, who was then absent, to be father
and protector to her children. She had no
sooner discharged this maternal duty, than
she quittzd the infants, and advanced toward
the funeral pile, which was surrounded by a




vast concourse of reople, chiefly Brahming, .
a space of about eight or ten feet being left -
round the pile. When first she appeared in the
circle, Mr. Cator thought she indicated some
confusion, but she recovered herself almost
instant: meously, and walked, unattended, slow-
ly and silently round the pile, strewing flow-
ers as she passed along. Gocul’s body was
placed on a pile of sandal wood, and dry straw,
raised about four feet from the ground. When
she had nearly completed the third circuit, she
ascended the piie, without assistance, strewing
Howers upon it, and thenlaid herself downen
the left side of her husband, raised his head,
and put her right arm under his neck, then
- turning her body to his, threw her left arm
over him. (ne of the Brahmins raised the
right leg of the corpse and put it over her
legrs, all the while a solemnssilence prevailed.
'I'ne Xving and the dead being thus closely
embraced, a blue shawl was thrownover them,
which concealed them from the sight of the

spectators; some dry straw was laid over the
shawl, and some light billets of sandal wood




252 A CONCISE

‘over that, to all which the faithful victim of
~ affection submitted, lying motiounless. Fire was
then set to the pile, immediately upon which
that profound silence which had been observed
through the whole ceremony, was broken by
loud cries of the Brahmins; but Mr. Cator was
so near the pile, that even the loud noise which
was made would not have been sufficient to
have prevented his hearing the cries and lamen-
tations of the dying widow, had she uttered
any, and. he is persuaded she nade none, and
that the smoke very soon suffocated her.

Gocul’s other wife, who was named Reje-
scrry, would also have sacrificed herself at the
same time, if she had not been with child; and
our author was informed, that if she preserved a
lock of her deceased husband’s hair, according
to the Gentoo customs, she might devote her-
sclf to the flames on another pile, with that
lock of haii, whenever she chose.

'The extreme fondness of the Indian women
for their husbands, is probably owing to their
early marriagces, after which the parties, in the
ductility of childhuod, are brought up together,
1ill the tipfe of censumimation, in the confirma-
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tion of their mutual tenderness, as a sacred
point of religion; and the women especially re-
. tain such strong impressions of this doctrine,
that numbers of them readily embrace this
crucl practice of burning themselves with their
husbands, Some nf them living under govern-
ments where this barbarous act is not suffered,
have voluntarily gone to Gentoo countries,
barely to enjoy the liberty of performing it,
Others, after bringing up their young children
1o a state of maturity, which it seems is an al-
lowable reason of dispensation with them, and
‘many years after the death of their husbands,
have, as if they had endured life only till the
‘duty to their children was fulfilled, paid that
to their deceased husbands, of secking to re-
join them, by burning themselves with the
usual ceremony.

A late vrriter obseives, on this singular cus-
tom, that, to an European lady, the haram,
would appear an horrible prison, but the daugh-
ters of Asia never consider confinement as an
hardship, from their enjoying in it all the hap.
piness of which they form any conception;
namely, their husbands, their food, apparel, and

Q3
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female attendants. Again, if a wife survive &
husband, she cannot marry again: she likewise
Jooses her wonted consequence, being from that
time treated:-as an inferior person, and a kind of
outcast from her family; she is even obliged, in
her mournful state of widowhood, to perform
the offices of a menial servant. A farther incen.-.
tive to this act of desperation, is the idea of
smmortalizing her name and dignifying hc
children, as- well as her own and husband’s fa-
milies. There 15, however, one way of pre-
venting these Gentoo heroines from burning
themselves: for, if while they are going to the

funeral pile, an European or christian should
~ only touch their garment, an immediate stop:
. would be put to the whole ceremony, and the
intended vicim would be compelled to live an
outcast from her family, and interdicted from
all participation of the benefits of their religion.
This circumstance is fully confirmed by Mr.
Cator, who names a Mr. Channock, who sav-
ed a woman by touching her whilst she was
going through thc ceremony, and to whom he
was afterwards married; but the resolution of
somc is 5o fixed, that if they were not allowed
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to burn, with their deccased husbands, they

would find means of destroying themselves in
the course of that or the ensuing day.’

Is it not astomshmg that a large majority of
the human family should thus suffer themselves
to be imposed upon by their wicked priests. No
set of men in existence do I admire and vene-
rate so much, as the benevolent ministers of a
benevolent God, and to reverse the idea no men
do 1 less admire than counterfeit ministers. I

have been some what diffuse on the tyranny of

custom and the intolerance of privilcged Of~

ders of men. I have respacted every denomina-

tion, because in every denomination I believe
there are good and bad men. My auimadver-

sions cannot be applied to none but men of

i
l

the last description, Gu. torbid that I should

sport with the feelings of any man or set of |

men. I exhibit crimes in order to reform crimi-
nals and to correct the abuse of power. ¢ To
struggle in a just cause, and for our countries

é

t

safety 1s the best office of the sons of men and -

to decline it, where these motives urge 1S Ine

famy bencath a cowards baseness.” 'The oup-

pressor I must allow 1 love less than the op-
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pressed. The s4d and sorrowful, I am taughet
'by experience to pity, because I also am a child
of sorrow. And when I find insult added to
injury, sorrow added to sorrow, and even the
last resourse of the miserable, | mean the gos-
pel of Christ forbidden to be preached to the
.poor. I blush to find myself a man and long to
die, and leave this world teeming with oppres=
sion and violence behind. Should we not learn

from the paticnce of God to us, to bc patient

and merciful to one another, 1 do not intend

~ to sermomnize in this place, but to advanac a few:
. philosophical arguments in favour of mcrcy

and moderation betwen man and man. Let us
take a glance at the harmonies and benefits of
creation, and see if there is an example in the
economy of Providence to authorize oppres-
sion. The sun rises majestically grand and tips
the cottage as well as the palace with a golden
ray, apd when he sets in burnished gold it is
in the presence of the peasant as well as the
potentate. Spring crowns man with flowers,
Summer with her golden shews, Autumn witl:
delicioys fruit, and even Winter with vintulat.-
ing wipds and healthful snow. But alas man
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counteracts a kind Providence and robs his
brother of the blessings teeming from the lap.
of nature. Heaven has given us such abun-
dant blessings, but we alas only dissiminat: the:
miseries of life. Man on account of the op~
pression of man is continually exposed to fa~
mine, while the animal creation down to the
smallest worm, are crowned with plenty. Man
is continually befooled aid enslaved by his fel-
low worms while the weakest quadrupeds main-
tain their liberty. God in the plenitude of his
mercy every where produces abundance, buc
man robs his fellow creatures of their portion of
the good things of life, until he is cloyed and
cannot enjoy what he has gained by violence
and bloodshed. Alwaysdissatisfied with whathey
has, grieved for what he has lost, and tormented
with the thoughts of futurity.

¢ War, famine, pest, volcano, storm and ﬁfe, |
Intestine broils, oppression, with her heart
Wrapt up in triple brass, besiege mankind.
God's image, disinherited of day,
Here plung’d in mints, forgets a sun was made;
There beings, deathless as-their haughty lord,
Are hammer’d to the galling oar for life,
And plough the winter's wave, and zgap déspair,
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Some for hard masters, broken under arms’

In battle lopp’d away, with half their limbs,
Beg bitter bread thro® rcalms their valour sav’dy
If so the tyrant or his minion doom.

Want and incurable disease, (fell pair!)

On hopeless multitudes remorseless seize

At once, and make a refuge of the grave.
How groaning hospitals eject their dead!

‘What numbers groan for sad admission there!
‘What numbers, once in Foriune’s lap high fed,
Solicit the cold hand of Charity?

‘To shock us more, solicit it in vain! -

Ye silken sons of Pleasure! since in pains

You rue more modish visits, visit here,

And breathe from your debauch: give, and reduce
Surfeit’s dominion o’er you. But so great

Your impudence, you blush at what is right.

Happy did sorrow seize on such alone.

Not prudence can defend, or virtus save.

Disease invades the chastest temperance,

Ahd pugishment the guilt!ess; and-alarm

‘Through thickest shades pursues the fond of peace.
Man’s caution often into danger turns,

Ard, his guard falling, crushes him to death,

Not happiness itself makes good her name;
- QOur very wishes give us not our wish,

How distant oft the thing we doat on most
From that for which we doat, felicity?

‘The smaothest course of Nature has its pains,

And truest frizidsy thro' error wound our rest,
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Without misfortune what calamities!
.And what hostilities without a foe!
Nor are foes waating to the best on earth.

But endless is the list of humanills, |
And sighs might sooner- failthan cause to sigh.

A part bow small of the terraquecus globe
Is tenanted by man? the rest a waste,
Rocks, desarts, frozen seas, and burning sands!
Wild haunts of monsters, poison, stings, and deathe
Such is earth’s melancholy map! but, far
Morte sad, this carth is a true map of mans
Sobounded are its haughty lords delight's,
‘To Woc's wide empire, where deep troubles toss,
Loud sorrows hawl, envonom™d passions bite,
Rav’nous calamities our vitals seize,
And threat’ning Fate wide opens to devour,

What then am I, who sarrow for myself?

In age, in infancy, from others® aid
Is all our hope: to teach us to be kind;
That Nature's first, last lesson to mankind,
"The selfish heart deserves the pain it feels.
More gen’rous sorrow, while it sinks, exalts;
And conscious virtue mitigates the pang.
Nor virtue more thén prudence bids me give
Swoln thought a second channel: who divide,
They weaken, too, the torrent of their griet,
‘Take, then, O world! thy much indebted teqs.
How sad a sight is human happiness -

'F'o those whase thought can pierce beyond an hour’
O thou, whatc'es thou art, whosc heart exults!
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| "Wouldst theu I should eongratulate thy fate?
| T know thou wouldst, thy pride demands it tronr mez
Let thy pride pardon what thy nature needs,
*The salutary censure of a friend.
. “Thou happy wretch! by blindness thou art bless’ d,
By dotage dandled to perpetual smiles.
' Xnow, Smiler, at thy peril art thou pleas’d!
*Thy pleasure is the promise of thy pain.
Misfortune, like a creditor severe,
. But rises in demand for her delay:
‘She makes a scourge of past prosperity,
“To sting thee more, and double thy distress,”

Hence man’s extreme misery is produced
by the practice of cruelty, but his supreme
pleasure results from mercy and moderation.
The oppressed are miserable but the oppres-

| ;sor is if possible more miserable, because he
| mever seeks happiness where it only can be
found, I mean in God and goodness, benifi-
cence and virtue. Was God a mass of gold or

a cabinet of jewils he would have many ad-

mirers. But because he is the sum total of

~ benificence, he is not of course an object

f*ﬂproportxoned to our malevolent tempers.
i A]gg} man who at best is but a shadow, is con.
. tinually scrutinizing shadows, while the so.».
ereign beauty and perfection, he treats with

]
l
|
f
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- silent contempt. Thus they loose their ;Godv

and themselves, and hunt alter intellectual

and corporeal pain in-the reach of supreme
pleasure. We never never can be happy but
when we trust on him and love virtae. Who-
ever is opposed to him, must be miserable, and
whoever from a principle of pure affection and
gratitude, endeavour to please him by practie
cal benevolence can not be otherwise than
- happy. With what indefatigable assiduity is
our heavenly parent providing for us the
means of happiness. And he is constantly
drawing us from the prejudice which separate

mankind, to the laws of justice and mercy,by

{

frequently putting a scourge into the hands of
kings and priests to bring us to our reason,
and putting our comforts in the hands of those

who are viewed with contempt by privileged
villains, I mecan the mechanical and agriculs

tural part of society. Was my power equal to
my will, I would point to the citizens of New
York the monumenys of wretchednese opser-
vable in their metropolis. I would ask them
what proapect of happiness is there for, the
’ )

rd

|
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poor, unless in the comforts of religion? why
18 it then that this last refuge of the misera-
ble is taken from them. I would explain the
causes and re-actions of their evils, and exhibit
their remedies. I would prove that the over-
grown riches of some men, was the cause of
abject beggary in others, that the prostitution
‘of so many woman was owing to the celibacy
of so many men. Finally that the neglect and
mysanthropy of the clergy and the improper
education of children produced the chief evils
of society as well as principal corps of infidelity.
I would then fall down at their feet and implore -
them to pity the children of misfortune, in
order that they themselves might find true hap-
piness which consists in benificence and mode-
‘ration. I would tell them to imitate God in
his imitable perfections, I would point to
them the spacious vault of heaven sprinkled
with billions of golden stars to show his pow-

. er; to the periodical revolutions of the planets
- to show his wisdom; to the cornicope of au-

i
i
f

f
!
|
|
!
|
i

tumn toshew his benevolence; to the romantic
scenery of the forests, the soft verdurclof the
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meadows, and the aromatic fragnancies of the
spicy gardens to show a particle of his sove-
reign beauty, finally I would close my solicita-
tion with the following distich.

Then love him ye who never lov’d before,
And ye who love admire and love him more.

This great and glorious being will not suf-
fer his right to be infringed with impunity.
Will he who has done every th'ing to promote
the happiness of his creatures, permit them
to be deprived of it without punishing the
cruel wretch who dared to counteract his de-
signs. Will he do nothing for the poor honest
man who daily endeavours to please him, when
his bounty is so profuse to those who are
hourly insulting him. Will he behold with
indifference his faithful ministers draéqu i
through the streets of New York to prison,
for endeavouring to please him, and fail in
executing necessary justice, it is impossible.

¢ Sure is hils justice tho' ’uis often slow,”

Every time I think on the conduct of such
{egislators and their Rev. co-operating auxili-
aries. | cannot refrain from anticipating the
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most serious consequences, and at the same
time feeling an honest jealousy for the honour
of my good God, and an invincible solicitude
for the natural rights of the good people of
America. Although I dismissed more than
once investigating the demerit of the antece-
dent law, yet when it recurs to my mind, I
cannot refrain from adding a spontaneous
thought to consolidate our antecedent argu.
mentatien.—I would ask did the rulers of Je-
rusalem enact a law to prohibit our blessed
Redeenier from preaching his gospel? No.
Did any of the despotic Roman emperors
pass such a law to forbid the apostles from
preaching the gospel where they could find
hearers?! No. For although they often used
the military power in preventing them, they
never had the meaness and duplicity to sanc-
tion such conduct by law. We will pass by
ten thousand instances of superior modesty,
manifested even by despotic rulers. And only
ask did bloody queen Mary; did Oliver Crom-
well, did Bonaparte ever pass such a law?
No. Has not our blessed Lord commanded
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his ministers to go to the high ways and
hedges, and in short wherever poor sinners
were to be found, and use every possible
means to bring them to repentance, and not
wait for them to come to their superb churches,
to hear moral lectures read with a cold care-
less lifeless monotony, from pulpits fringed
with flowers of gold, and by powdered proad
and pedantic mortals, arrayed in sacerdotal
silk and cambric.

Has our glorious Messiah thus commanded
his ministers to act, and has any man or set of
men presumed to countermand him, I had al-
most said it was impassible, but alas this I can-
not do, the fact is too stubborn, the law is
- passed, the act 1s done.  Yes, what was ne-
ver done under the most despotic morarchies,
1s now done in the most independent republic
the world ever beheld. Tell it not in Paris,
publish it not in the streets of Constantinople,
least the despots of Asia and Europe, glory in
our shame, and bring forward our inconsisten-
«y, to apologize for their tyranny. The good
Francis Xavier, missionary to the East Indies,
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continually preached in the open air to the
Asiatic’s, and even used to ring a bell to call
the people together, and bv this medium was
instrumental in the conversion of 100,000 of
them. The great Mr. Wesley continually
preached in the streets of London, and in the
fields of its vicinity. The pious John Fletcher
used to ring a bell, and call the children of
Madley together in the open air, and catechised
them. The eloquent and energetic White-
field continually preached in the open air in
Europe and America, and I have heard Dr.
Coke preach in the State-House Yard,in Phil-
adelphia, and no law prohihited any of them
from fulfilling the gracious commands of their
beloved master. The wild beasts of the peo-
ple have mostly insulted these faith{ul ambas-
sadors of God, but the magistrates often
defended them from their insults—but not so
in New-York, there the marshals and magis-
trates do-what all legitimate associations arc
bound to leave undone. How ludicrous it
- must appear, to see thesc officers of justice
dragging poor John Edwards to prison, for
calling lost sinners to repentance, while at the
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self same moment, cock-fighting, bull-beating,
horse-racing, dancing, and all manner of dissi-
pation is suffered to pass with impunity, and
even without notice. The fact is John Ed-
wards, and such as him do without pay, what
the reverend clergy are extravagantly well
paid for doing, and )et leave undfme, the con-
duct of the one party is of course a burlesque on
the preténsions of the other, consequently
they are ut perpetual variance. While the one
are accumulating riches and wordly hoaour,
and every kind of corporeal gratification, they
msensxblv sink below the level of the brute
creation, while the other by obcymg the eter-
nal laws of order, and seeking in the smiles of
heaven pure intellectual delight, they partici-
pate the pleasurable gratification of angels,—
There are opposite impulses in these two de-
scriptions of men, the one in seeking to please
and honour God, are ascending to the habita-
tion of angels, while the other by secking to
please and honour themselves are descending
-to the habitation of devils. Many kings live
like brutes, and yet exact the adoration due

only te God, and we find in many ministers
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the same pride, the same stupidity. And I
firmly believe it is owing to the pride of priests
and their criminal neglect, that there is so
mnuch animosity existing between the different
denominations. Were they to take their at-
tention from the preacher, and place it upon
their creator, they would soon see the utility
and necessity of loving onc another, as chil-
dren of the same parent, forgiving one anoth-
er’s errors, and hiding one another’s faults,
Would you see a specimen of the goodness
of God, go view the fields in summer yellow
with harvest, go view the orchards in autumn
loaded with delicious fruits, would you see a
specimen of his beauty, go view the flower
gardcns, and aromatic groves in spring, it isa
spark of his beauty that causes them to shine
so becautiful-—would you sce a specimen of the
music of his voice; go listen to the nightingale
and all the harmornions birds, which make the
golden groves re-echo with joyful and melo-
dious notes ; his harmonious voice may be
heard among the lofty trees, the murfhuriag
streams, aud the vernal shades—would you see
a specime. of his power, view the vivid light-
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ning, sec the black cloudsarise and roll towards
the north, hark to the bellowing of the distant
thunder, the terrible carthquake, and the
mighty storms which bellow through the sky ;
view the pale moon, the golden sun, and sil-
ver stars. It is a beam from his bright and
beautiful countenance that illuminates the sun.
In short his greatness, his goodness, and his
beauty are reflected on all his works, he is
every where, and in every sound calling upon
us to learn from his goodness to us all, to be
good to each other.~But alas ! calls in vain,

These observations though desultery and
untranscribed, are of more importance than
will generally be imagined, they demonstrate
to what a degree our laws and customs deviate
from the laws of nature. |

One part of society arc exalted to demi-gods,
and the other degraded to begpars, and hence
-the laws of nature are inverted, and a curse
attends the invertion, fo1 the rich being cloyed
by superghuhdance, cannot enjoy what they
possess,, {le the poor suffer and starve, and
die for' want of the necessaries of life. Love
;s the law of God, and virtue the law of na-

RS
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ture It is the beauty of beauties, and thwe
harmony of harmonies. It was love and vir-
tue that made the fires in which the martyrs
. were consumed, beds of roses: and it was the
want of it, that made the death beds of Right
Rev. imposters, of royal tyrants, and righ?
honorable villains, (although made of down
and fring’d with flowers of gold,) like beds of
thorns kindled by the flames of hell,

‘“‘The worst of crimes believe it generous youth,
* Is to buy life by selling sacred truth,

' Virtue’s the gem of life the good man's store,
“ But life is death when virtue is no more;”

In order to stimulate all denominations to
love one another, 1 have attempted, and on-
ly attempted to exhibit to their view the good-
ness and long forbearing mercy of God, and
the harmonies and beauties of nature ; my at-
tempt is but the shadow of a reality, Iam a
shadow myself, an atom of creation, a worm
of the earth, which soon must be the food of
worms in the silent grave, and so must you
my respected reader, and that perhaps very
goon. In short my attempr to display the
beneficence of God, and the harmonies of his
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creaticn with my feeble pen, is like a child
attempting with a tea.spoon to empty the
ocean into a tea.cup. However it is a com-
fort for me to reflect that God will accept my
well meant endeavours to please him, altho’
my exhibition may be very imperfect; the
same as a tender father will look with com.
placency upon his infant son, when as a token

e s, oo o —— e

of his affection he presents him with an offen-

sive weed, which he brought from the garden,

thinking it a beautiful flower.

“Hence my purpose firm is equal to the deed,
Who does the best his circumstance allows,
Does well, acts nobly ; angels could no more,”

There are agreat many Moral, Theological and

Philosophical writers in these states, which of

them have had the gratitude, the patriotism, to
animadvert on the aforesaid impolitical (I will
still call it by the mildest name) law—Not one
1o my knowledge, Such neglect was the radi-
cal cause of the prematureannihilation of ancient
and modern republics, Demagogues attacked

the citadel of liberty, none of the people op-

posed the innovation; the assailants are encou-
yaged by the remissngss of the people, hence

{
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the bloody flag of despotism surmounts the cap
of liberty, in every republic on earth but the
American. What a pityl what a shame!! But
if patriotism could not stimulate our political

writers to vindicate the cause of republicanism,

against the hostility of the antecedent law,

surely a tender jealousy for the honour of God

should have stimulated our theological editors
to vindicate his cause. But it will be answered
¢ he can vindicate his own cause,”’ this [allow,
but he always uses means, and oftentimes he -
uses those who are fools intheir own estimation,
to cenfound the wise men, and the mighty men,,
and the chief captains, and the supreme legisla-

' tors of this world, as well ~s their subordinate’

marshals, |
Alas how unjust to God, to nature, and to

himself, is treacherous, thoughtless, thankless

man. And to reverse the idea how amiablein

the sight of God and good men, is the grateful
“humble penitential philanthrophist. How thin
the barrier between him and an angely they

are like the minor and maturechildren of the
“same parent. What separates them? a moment
~and less thdn a moment of time, And how
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ckh a man that has a drop of generous blood
in his veins, refuse to love to serve and to ad-.
mire with supreme gratitude, a God so gra-
cious and a friend so just. When we view hig
wisdom and power promirently displayed in
the unmeasureable fields of eather; our inte-
lectual eyes become dim and dazelled with
the transcendent sight, how then can we fornz
any accurate conaeption of his super-éminant,
superlative, and supercelestial habitation of
holiness. The earth which we inhabit when
compared to the other planets which compoee
our solar system, appears very deminitive,
and our solar system when compared to the
systems spread through the aetherial fields is
like comparing a grain of sand to a mountain.
According to the computation of sir Isaac
Newton, the sun is. 900.000 times larger thon
our earth. And the Bev. James Harvey, al-
" lows that each of the fixed stars are suns and
the centre of systems equal in magnitude and
magniticence with our own, But they are past
our weak comgrehension, and were we able to

S




274 : A CONCISE

come down from the most extensive and

gradation and a scrytinizing investigation, to |
my flower garden we would perceive nothing
butthe most supreme architecturz, sublime har-
moniesand transcendant beauty; for the heavens
from his presence fresh beauties imbibe, and all
nature is made rich with his smiles. But so far
is it out of the power of the most mature
mathematicians, naturalists, and philosophers,
to ascertain the matchless order and harmonies
by which the innumerable systems of creation
are conducted, by their Almighty creator, and
preserver, that even in my garden there are
harmonies and beauties which all the philoso-
phersthatis, was, or ever will be, cannot perceive
much less delinate. Nay I will go further and
affirm that the smallest plant in my garden far
transcendents their most scrutinizing powers,
They cannot count the numbers nor particular-
ize the diversity of insects, wlio participate the
bounty of heaven in my sequestered inclosure,
Some come to deposit their eggs, some to seek
a shelier from the sun, and some to participate
the food most agrecable to tifeir nature; pro-

matchless system in ‘freation-,. with a regular

-
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vided by the liberal hand of God. Here the but-
terfly, the beetle, the grasshopper, the gnat, the
wasp, the hornet, the bee, the catterpiller, the
aunt, the spider, and millions observable only
by a microscope.-And these deminutive wgsects
can obserye beauties and benefiis, and womler@
surrounding them which cannot be seen by
man even with the assistance of a microscope.
‘Thus we may behold the wonders of the ani-
mal creation  in my tulip trees, as well as
the starry heavens The insects in my garden
which 1 behold from day to day in summer,
can see millions with their little spherial eyes,
which no human eye can behold. Insects whose
feet are armed with claws have been seen by a
magnifying glass on the body of a fly. Every
drop is teeming with animals furnished with
fins. Leewenhok the famous natural philoso-
pher reckoned up of them 20Q0 in one drup of
water. It is therefore reasonable from analogy
to suppase that there are animals feeding on
each flower of my tulip rrecs, the same as cattle
on a mountain, who repose in a down as white
as snow intermingled with ingots of liquid
gold and honey. Their ideas must be as differ-
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ent from ours relative to the phenomena of na-
sure,as that of angels is from ours. A dew drop
Suspended on g flawer, to them is a sea, and the
same drop while filtering in the transparent
jubes of a plant, presents to their view a thou-
sand brilliant cascadds. | merely mention my
Hower garden 1o shew that the smallest insect

 participatestheplenitude of the divine liberality;
and if he regards these ephemrous beings, and

fecds them with honey like liquid gald, how

€30 you suppose my dear reader that he will

disregard you. Al the naturalists in the world
could not give with all their boasted know-
Jedge a Gorrect history of even my tulip trees,
or the numerous insects which inhabit them.
Who then will attemptto give a history of the
millions of species of vegetables, animals, and

~ sninerals, which are spread over the face of the

earth, leaving the planatory system out of the
question, ‘

But you will say this is all extravagant
supposition, I deny the assertion, and contend
that the authenticity of my analogy is demon.
strated to 3 mathematical certainty; I would




ask can we conceive more than God can do.
He can make a world as soon as a grain of
sand, and people the one as well as the other.
Nay he can speak ten million worlds into bes
ing in a moment, and yet there is room for
snillions more. But at any rate-may I not in.
- dulge a thought that filis my heart, with love
and admiration of him who made me, feeds
me and keeps me alive in the midst of death. -
And if the architecture is so grand and glo-
rious, how much more grand and glorious the
architect must be, if his works are so supreme-
ly beautiful, how much more beautiful must
he be who formed them. And if a good man in-
flaenced by his grace is the orphans father and
the strangers friend; forever blessing and for-
ever blessed, how much more beneficent must
the source and sum total of all goodness be; an-
gelic elcquence cannot express it. If you wish
to sec the most astonishing, unbounded, un-
-utterable goodness, look to mount Calvary
for a moment, and you will see it written iia

_capitals with the richest blood that ever

flowed.
< g

dat
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+MWith joyewwith grief, that healing hand I ye:
Ah! too conspicuous! it is fixed on high.

On high?—what means my phrenzy? I blaspheme:
Alas! how low! how far beneath the skies!

The skies it form’d, and now it biceds for Meww
But blceds the balos I wanteryat still it bleeds;
Draw the dire steele=ah! no, the dreadful blessing
What heart or can systain or dares forego?
"There hangs all human hope; that nail supports
‘The falling universes that gone we drop;

Hoevor receives us, and the dismal wish
Creation had been smother’d in her birthem
Darkness his curtain, and his bed the dust,

When stars and sun are dust bencath his throne;
In heaven itself can such indulgence dwell?
O what a groan was there! a groan not his:
He seiz’d our dreadful right, the load sustain’d,
And heav’d the mountain from a guilty world,
A thousand worlds, so bought, were bought tco dcafs
Sensations new in angels’ bosoms rise,
Suspend their song, and make a pause in blisg,

O for their song to reach my lofty themc!
Inspire me, Night! with all thy tuneful spheres,
Whils X with seraphs share seraphic themes,

And shew to men the dignity of man,

Lest I blas pheme my subject with my song.

Shall Pagan pages glow celestial flame,

- And Christian languish? On our hearts, not heagh,

| Falls the foul infamy, My héart!t awake:
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What can awake thee, unawak’d by this,
¢¢ Expanded Deity on human weal?™
Feel the great truths which burst the the tenfuld night
Of heathzn error, with a golden fiood
Of endlese day. To feel is to be fir'd;
And to believe, dear reader! is to fecl.
Thou most indulgent, mast tremendous power!
Still more tremendous for thy wondrous love!
‘That armay with awe more awful, thy commands,
And foul transgression dips in sevenlold guilt;
How our hearts tremble at thy love immense!
In love immense, inviolably just!
‘I'hou, rather than thy justice should be stain'd,
Didst stain the crossy and, work of wonders far
The greatest, that thy dearest far might bleed.
Bold thought! shall I dare speak it or repress?
Should man more exccrate or boast the guilt
Which rous’d such vengeance? which such love inflam’d?
O’cr guilt (how mountainous!) with outstretch®d army
Stern Justice, and soft-smiling Love, embrace,
Supporting, in full majesty, thy throne,
When seem’d its majesty to need support,
Or that, or man, incvitably lost:
What but the fathomless of thought divine,
Could labour such expedient from despair,
And rescue both? Both rescue! both exalt!
O how are both exalted by the deed!
"The wondrous deed! or shall I call it mofet
A wonder in“Qmnipotence itscif]
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A mystery ro less to gods than men!

 Not thus our infidels th* Eternal draw,

A God all o’er consummate, ab3yolute,

Full orb’d, 1n his whole round of rays completé:
They set at odds heaven’s jarring attributes,
And with one excellence another wound;
Maim heaven’s perfection, break its equal beams,
Bid mercy triumph over—~God himself,
Undeify’d by their opprobrious praise:

A God all mercy is a God unjust.

Ye brainless wits! ye baptis’d infidels!

Ye worse for mending! wash’d to fouler stains!
The ransom was paid down; the fund of heaven,
Heaven’s inexhaustible exhausted fund,
Amazing and amaz'd, pour’d forth- the price,
All price beyond: tho’ curicus to compute
Archangels fail’d to cast the mighty sum

Its value vast ungrasp’d by minds create,

For ever hides and glows in the Supremc.

And was the ransom paid? it was; and paid
(What can exalt the bounty more?) for you.
The sun beheld it.=—No, the shocking scene
Drove back his chariot: midnight veil’d his face;
Not guch as this, not such as Nature makes;
Amid night Naturz shudder’d to behoid;

A midnight new! a dread eclipse {without
Opposing spieres) from her Creator’s frown'
Sun! didst thou fly thy Maket's pain? oc start
At that cnormous Joad of human guilt
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Which bow'd his blecsed head, o’erwhelm’d his cross,

Made groan the centre, burst carth’s marble womb

With pangs, strange pangs! deliver’d of her dead?

Heil howl’d; and heaven that hour let fall a tear:

fleaven wept, that men might smile! Heaven bled, that men
Might never die!" "=

Surely thig view of the amazing love of God
for mapn, will awaken the keenest remorse 1i
thebreasts of thoselegislators, whohaveinfring-
ed his rights and countermanded his commands
in the face of the werld, Surely if any thing
short of the vengeance of heaven, can impress
them with a sensc of their rebellion against the
best of Beings, these arguments must do it.
Retract, oh retract ye impolitic law makers,
before destruction comes upon you as a whirl-
wind, Servile sicophantic men with falsome
adulation, perhaps will encourage vouto ainend
your law with another rediculous modification.
But I advise you totally to abolish ir, for it most
assuredly is the offspring of hell. Believe me,
men who praise you to your face, doth in their
hearts despise you, and depreciate you and your
law behind your backs. Remember cur Lord
aud master has declared, that it were better for
you that a millstone was tvcdround your neckss




282 A CONCISE

and you cast into the sea, than you should hurt
one of the weakest of his disciples; and do you
not really believe J. Kdwards is one of his sim-
ple diciples, deny it if you can. Oh then retract,
repent, relinquish yourerror before it is eternally
too late. These friendly and familiar adrnonitions
are intended for your welfare, they are hastily
wnttcn and untranscribed, utility, not method
being my object.

I would ask can any thing be morc ridicu-
lous, can any thing be more absurd, than for
one christain denomination to dispise mutually,
or utter verbally, terms of reproach against
another? When Christ has commanded his
dirciples to love one another, to bear with one
another, and to pity one another; *¢ their lan-
guage surely should be, taught by that power
that pities me, | learn to pity them.

Were the different denominations to ac-
quaint themselves, with the authentic tencts of
each other, they would be ashamed, of their
foolish and criminal prejudice, when they per-
ceived how they coincided in the fundamen-
tal principles of natural and revealed religion.
Was the scales of preiudice to fill from thek
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intcilectual eyes, they would love one another,
cherish social intercourse, unite as a body to
stop the progress of infilelity, and success no
doubt would crown their reciprocal exertions.
But alas the present want of honesty among
the clergy, (for many of them take from 20,000
pounds sterling per annum a piece, to 3,000
dollars for serviges, that is not in conscience
worth more than 20,000 cents,) and philan-
thropy amongst the laity,  But above all the
impetuosity of fiery controversalists, (who
while contending for -a nominal faith, are as
destitutc of love as the devil,) all and each of
those fatal inconsistencies in the professed vota-
ries of revelation, have furnished infidels with
the most potent objections against the chris-
tain religion, and instead of reproaching thenn
according to custom, I pity them from my
heart’s core, and reproach them who are the
primary causc of their infidelity, T mcan mer-
cenary christain pricests, and hypocritical chris-
tain profcssors.  Can the different denomina-
tions hope to associate in the habitations of
holiness in heaven, when they live and die
fll of enmity against cach other upon earth ;
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they may hope, but T believe without repen-
tance their hopes will perish, How often has
one denomination in order to make proselytes
to their pr ofc,ssxoval tenets, used the implements
of torture, till the earth was crimsoned with
the blood of millions of innocent people.—
Mecthinks the brutes themselves would be
asnamed of such cruelty and stupidity,.—
For such co-crcive mcasures might, and no
doubt did make many hypocrites, but in the
nature of things it could not, nor did not make
one sincere prosylite.  People may with their

~lips confess to believe certain dogmas, but the

mind can only be convinced by reasonable evi-
dence. The gospel prohibits all such san-
guinary and maleyolent proceedings, under the
mask of religion.,  Indeed I cannot conceive
how people with a spark of the religion of
love, can act intolerant; we scc rivers run a
steady course to the ocean, and fire always as-

cends upward to the sun. o is every one that
is born of God; they feel a propensity to
mercy, and if through infirmity at any time
they act incompatible with a spirit of love,
tears of penitential sorrow, angd the mag:
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agonizing repret most assuredly follow such
a deviation from the paths of evangeligal rec-
titude. It will grieve a good man to act with .
severity to his beast, much more his brother.
It is therefore self evident that intolerance
(than which greater severity cannot be) ig in-
compatible with the principles of moral rec-
titude, as well as the mild precepts of christi-
anity. To love God and man with supreme
affection is heaven in miniature, and to dese
pise Gbd and hate man, or if you please, to
be intolerant, is to anticipate the miseries of°
the damned in hell. There is two kinds of
faith a true one and a false one. The first
faith, o(rercomes the world but the other is
overcome bythe world. Reader may our good
God in his infinite mercy, give us the true
faith. |

'The ministers who have this true faith,
that works by Jove and purify’s the heart; will
imitate their Saviour who by precept and ex-
ample, shewed the necessity of his ministers
being the servants and not the lords of theiy

flock e,
NI
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The church government of the diffcrent
denominations with few exceptions are diame-
trically opposite to this injunction. Indeed the
- ecclesiastical power of arch bishops, bishops,
- and priests in general, are almost parallel with
. the power of kings. And kings drag their
| subjects, into the ficld to murder, and be mur-
- dered by their fellow worms with the same
. sang froid as a butcher slaughters his cattle
~ for market. Alas who can view the presemt
~ degeneracy of the human character without
. sheding a tear of regret, and wishing to leave
this world, and villainy, and oppression behind.

In these animadversions I study nature as
well as revelation, and draw my conclusions
| therefrom. And art, and priestcraft, and king
- craft, and devil craft, with all their multifa-
- rious " auxilaries cannot contravert them.
~ Those who are indeed honest men, and lov-
" ing christians, will sanction my remarks which
. are autheptic, and draw the mantle of love
. over whatever errors may be observable in my
- phrasioligy. 'This I am sure they will do if un-
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der the fluence of the Spirit of God, alias,
Love. | -
At any rate I do not expect praise but am sure
of sensure, I see my fate and send my devoted
volume into the midst of its political and
eclesiastical foes, it will die unwept, but will
rise again as a witness to ages yet unborn, that
it was not for want of timely caution their na-
tural rights and unalianable privileges were
adulterated and infringed, in the present gene-
ration. It is now past one o’cloek in the morn-
ing, I am anotlier week nearer eternity. I must
‘lay me down and slumber once more before I
sleep the sleep of death. But first 1 lLift my
heart to thee, soul of my soul, and sovereign of
my affections, Feign would I love thee more
and exalt thy glorious name. Forgive my crimes,
forgive this weak attempt to honour thy great
name, forgwc my virtues too, nor let me close
my eyes till I feel my faults and failings all for-
given in the courts of heaven. And may the
humble language of my heart be now and at
the hour of my death, viz.
¢ Let the world their virtue boast their works of righteousness
€t 2 wretch undene and lost am freely saved by grace,

¢ Other knowledge I disdain, this enly this 's all my plea.
* I the chicf of sinners am but Jesus dieg for me.”
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APPENDIX,

We will now introduce a brief account of
the Christain Church, I expected to have beea
enabled to give a more correct account of it,
by postponing the insertion to this time, but I
have been disappointed, the Christain Church
in this city, seems to be somewhat derangea at
present, which perhaps is thc cause of my
disappointment. However their tenets, I be-
Jteve, principally, are that:

Jesus Christ i1s the only head, belicvers in
him the only members, and the New Testa-
ment the only rule, of the fraternity.

In mental matters each member enjoys his
own sentiments, and freely discuss every sube
ject, but in discipline, a strict conformity with
the precepts of Christ is required.

Every distinct society belonging to this de-
uomination, have the sole power of adwitting
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its members, electing its officers, and in case-
of mal conduct of impeaching them.

Delegates rom the different congregations
meet from time to time, at an appointed
. place, to consult the welfare and advancement
of the interest.

Mr. O’Kelly ¥ understand still continues
with his colleagues to preach on the itinerant
plan, and that he has about 10,000 members
associated with him in the diffcrent states.

In the antecedent pages I have neglected to
give an account of the Chinese, and other
pagan religions. But which I humbly beg
leave to introduce in the appendix, as it will
shew that the power of priests to corrupt the
human mind, in many instances surmounts
even the power of Kkin zs.

OF THE RELIGIONS IN CHINA.] The
religion of China is two-fold,* one as ancient
as the empire itself; the other of much later

* We have taken the liberty to give an ealarged accr
of the Chinese religion from the consideration that, th
gire is by far the lasgest, and most populous in the -

T
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date, and derived from India, not long after the
birth of our Saviour. The latter hasidols, tem-
ples, sacrifices, priests, monks, festivals, and
many external rites and ceremonies: the former
is frce from all these, and is, perhaps, as artless
and simple as any religion that was ever taught,
Tt prescribes reverence to an invisible Being,
residing inheaven, and distributing from thence
happiness and misery among mankind: but it
enjoins no particular worship to him; so that
temples, priests, assemblies, saciifices, and rites,
-are things entircly foreign to it. In tlus religion
there is no term for God, and in an imperial
edict, published in the year 1710, it is said,
“ It is not to the visible and material heaven
that we offer our adoration, but to the Lord of
heaven.,” The emperor alone at certain times,
cffers a sacrifice to this powertul Being, in the
name of Lis people; he is Lkewise the only
Judge in1eligious matrers,

Tlie latter religion, or that idolatry which
was introduced by Fo, has many adlicrents
among the lower ranks of pe(,plc but is only

»Jerated in the state, 'fhe wise men profess
old morclity, which is ihe national religion,




APPENDIX. 291

protected hy the laws of the empxre, and preach
cd by the emperor himself,

This ancient religion, maintained, that, ‘as
well for the preservation of order as to main-
~tain purity of manners, those who command -
should imitate the conduct of Tien, in treating
their inferiors as their children; and those who
obey ought to consider thcu‘ superiors as their
fathers.

The religion of Chinfais comprehended in
some ancient end valuable books, which they
call « the Five Volumes:” it appears from one
that this Ticn, is the principal of all things, the
father of the people, independent, almighty,
omniscient; to whom the secrets of the-heart
are fully known, aind who watches over the

conduct of the universe.

- Fohi, who was one of the hcacls of the co-
- lon'avdnch came to settle in this part of the
east, and is acknowledged to he the founder of
the Chinese monarchy, gave public marks of
his profound veneration for the Supreme being.
Chinnong, Fohi’s successor, added to these sa-
crifices two offerings at the equinoxes.

His successors in general, follow his exam.-
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ple; and it is asserted by the Chinese writeds,
that for the space of two thousand years the
nation acknowledged, reverenced, and honour-
ed with sacrifices the Supreme Being and Sov-
creign Lotd of the universe.

At length the troubles which arose in the
empire, the civil wars which distracted it, and
the corruption of manners which became al-
most universal, had very near suppressed the
ancient dectrine, when Confucious arose .and
revived it,

~ This great philosopher made a collection of

‘the most excellent maxims of the ancients,

which he followed hiinself, and tanught te the
‘people. He preached up a severe moralitv, and
endeavoured to prevail upon men to contemn
riches and wordly pleasures, and to esteem tem-
perance, justice and other viriues: he sirove to
inspire them with such magnanimity as to be
proof against the frowns of princes, and with
asincerity incapable of the least disnuise. What
15 most to be adinired, is, that he preachied
more by his examplethan by his wards, whence
he reaped considerable fruits from his Jubours;
kings were governed by s councils, and the
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pedple reverenced him as a saint, Yet he fre-
quently met with reverses of fortune, whic..
abliged him to travel from province to province,
and was often reduced to such extremities, that
he was in danger of perishing by hunger.

He sent six hundred of his disciples into
different places of the empire to reform the
manners of the people, and used frequently to
say, ¢it is in the west where the true saint is
found.” This sentence was so imprinted in the
minds of the learned, that sixty-four years
after the birth of our Saviour, the emperor
Ming-ti sent ambassadors into the west, with
strict orders to continue their journey till they
should meat this saint. Other authors assert,
that be wa¥ ipduced to send tiiese ambassa-
dors, from a dream wkhich reminded him of
this sentence of Confucius.

This philosopher seems to have carried the
religion of nature as far as unassisted reason
conld possibly reach, After his death he was
revered by the greatest part of the nation as a
messenger sent by heaven to instruct man-
kind, and almost as a god; but interpreters

T 2 |
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soon arose, who explained away the simplicity
and purity of his doctiine, and, by intteduc-
ing idle distinctions, by perverting his mean-
ing as well as giving false interpretations of
the ancient books, they destroyed the worship
due to the Suprerie Being, and formed a
system of religion and philosophy equally im-
pious and absurd. This is now the religion
of the learned, who, while they pay homage
to the memory of Confucius, are far from fol
Jowing his precepts orimitating the innocepce
and sanciity of his life. T'hey, however, an-
nually celebrate a festival to his honour.

The author of the sect of "Taosse was
born two years before ConfucitB: his name
was Laokium, and his disEiﬁi*éé‘pretend, that
he did not come into the world till forty
years after his conception. His books, which
are still extent, are supposed to be much dis-

' guised by his followers; though there are still
" many sentiment¢ worthy of a moral philoso-

|
i
|
i

- pher.

Of the sect of Fo, the origin is as follows:

. the ambassadors sent to the west, having
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transported the idol Fo into China, and with
it a corruption of the fables with which the
Indian books are filled, that religion spread
through the empire.
- Fo lived and died in India, where he was
first worshipped as a god, and his doctrines
spread through ail the east. The Chinese as
well as the Japanese call his priests Bonzes;
the Tartars Lamas; the Siamese, Talapoins.
His discip:es did not fail to disperse a great
number of fables after his death, and easily
persuaded the credulous, that their master had
been born cight thousand times: that his soul
" had successively passed through different ani.
mais, and that he had appeared in the figure
of an ape, a dragon, an elephanr, &c. Thus
this pretended god was worshipped under the
shape of various animals, and the Chinese
builc several temples to many different idols.
The bonzes of China say there is a great
difference between good and evil, and that af,
ter death the gecod will be rewarded and the
wicked punished; that iran ought not to kill
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any l'ving creature, or take what belengs to
other:; not to bz guilty of impurity; to for-
bear lying, aad to drink no wine. But especi.
ally they must be kind to the bonzes, procure
them the necessaries of life, build them mon.
asteries and temples, that by their prayers
and penances the sins of the people may be
expiated.

The many Chinese who believe the doc-
trine of the transmigration of souls are the
dupes of the bonzes; these priests find this
opinion of great usein raising charitable con-
tributions, and enlarging their revenues; and

from this they find means to practice many:-
. frauds upon the people. Le Compte says, that
- two of those bonzes seeing in the yard of a
~ rich peasant two or three large ducks, pros-

trated themselves on their faces before the
door; sighing and weeping bitterly. "The

~ gdod woman. seeing thein from her chamber
window, came down to learn the cause of
- their grief, We know, said they, that the
~souls of oyr fathers have passed into the bo-
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dies of those creatures, and our fear lest you
should kill them, will certuialy make us die
with grief. I own, sai¢ the woman, we in-
tended to sell then, but since they are your
fathers, I promise to keep them. This was
not what the bonzes wanted. But, continued
they, perhaps your husband will not be so
charitable, and then if any accident should
“happen them, you may be sure it will kill us.
At length, the good woman was so far moved
with their pretended grief, that she committed
the ducks to their care. They took them with
respect, prostrated themselves before them
twenty times, but that very evening made a
feast of them for some of their society.

As they cannot trick people always in this
mauner, they endeavour to get money from
them, by doing public acts of penance, for
which they are highly esteemed by the people;
some drag along after them a long iron thaiu
fastened to the neck or legs; crying ut every
door, thus we expiate your faults, and surc
this deserves an alms. QOthers in public pla-
ces beat their heads aguinst a stone, till they
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arc aimost wvered with bleod. Thev have
several other acts of penances, but that which
tolows 1s most extraos lisary.

“One day,” says the lastmentioned author,
“1meta vou:g vouvze, whose genteel an:d
modesi look would excite anv oue’s co-upas-
sion. Fle stood up-igut in a kiod of scdan,
the mside ot whien was 1yl of naills with
their points sticking towar:’s him, so that he
could not move without bein; wounded. 't'wo
fellows carried him from house to house,
while ke endeavoured to mov: the compas-
sion of the people by telitng them hie was
shut up in the chair for the good f therr
souls, and was resoived never 1o leave it il
they hadbought all the nails, which amoun:d
to abuve two thousand, at ubout twiive ¢ents
a piecc; but tnat the smallest of thea would
bring incomparable blessings on them aid
their families. T'hat by baying them they
would do an action of distinvuiched viver,
since these aims were not bestuwed on the
bonzes, to wiiom they vmig‘nt find cthier on.
portunities of Leing ciraritable, buit on the
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go.l Fo, to whom they were gning to buildg
temple. ‘

in «.or. province are certain mouviitaing on
which re 1dol raaples that have greater
crodit than the rest. "Ehither the people goon
pilgiinazes .nd as they approach these sacred
buidings preceed with the preatest veneration
Bowing and knecliag at every step, as they
go niong. 'U'he bonzes thin give them a pass.
port, which costs a4 good deal of money; but
as they are perscaded, that by yossessing
this certificate, their journeV to heaven will

be cusy and expeditious, they pav it with the
greatest pleasares

OF TVE RYELIGION OF TIHE JA-
PANESE) Their religion is in general the
grossest idolatry; but religious liberty, so far
as it d-es not effect the peace and tranquility
of the cmpire, has alwavs been allowed in
Jupan: hence foreign reiiginis have been ea-
sily introduced, and propagated with success;
there are therefore many religions in Japan,
the P.l'incipal of which is the following.

L)
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; The Sinto, or ancient idol worship of the
Japanese.— As to the Sinto’s religion, it de.
serves to be considered more on account of
its/antiquity than for the number of its profes.
sors. These have some obscure notions of the
immortality of the soul, and a future state
of bliss or misery, and yet worship only those
gods whom they belicve are peculiarly con-
cerned in the government of the world; for
though they acknowledge a Supreme Being,
who they believe dwells in the highest hea.
ven, and admit of some inferior gods, whom
they place among the stars; yet they do not
worship or adore them, nor have they any
festival days, thinking that beings so much
above mankind will concern themselves but
little about buman affairs. 'They, however,
swear by these superior gods: but they alone
worship and invoke those gods whom they
believe to have the sovereign command of
their country. Hence their dairis, or ecclesi-
astical emperors being esteemed lineally de-
scended from the eldest, and most favoured
sons of those deities, arc considered as the
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true and living images of theirgods, and pos-
sessed of such an eminent degree of holiness,
that none of the people dare presume to ap-
pear in their presence. In short, the whole
system of the Sinto’s divinity is a lame and |
ridiculous jumble oy absurdities, "

Their temples are exceedingly mean, and
have but few ornaments. The principal has a
large mirror which is placed in the middle,
with this view, that the worshippers, when
beholding themselves, may consider, that as
distinctly as all their bodily defects appear in
the mirror, so conspicuously do the secret
“stains of their hearts appear before the im.
mortal gods.

The haughtiness and prxde of the ministers
of this religion is excessive; for when they go
abroad in the dress peculiar to their order,
they, like the nobles, wear two sabres; and
think itbecomes their station toabstain from all
communication with the common people.

THE RELIGION OF THEMONGALS. ]
The Mongals ar¢ said to be worshxppcrs of

T3
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the idol Fo, and pay an implicit obedience to
theit lamas or priests. These are indeed the
only persons capable of giving instructions to
their codntrymen ; but they find it more for
their advantage to go from tent to tent, re-
peating certain prayers, for which they have a
salary, and to practice physic, in which they
- pretend to have great skill.  The people often
‘kneel bare-headed before them, and do not rise
ull they have laid their hands upnn them.

'The Mongals are remarkably devout, and
almost everv ore of them wears a string of
beads about his neck, on which he repeats his
prayers. There is scarce a Mongal prince but
has a temple, though he has no other house in
his territery. Gerbillon saw the ruins of one
of them about one hundred and fifty leagues
from Pekin: and notwithstanding the distance,
it was erected by Chinese workmen hired on
purpose; and the tiles which were enamelled
with yellow, were brought from that city.

The great high priest of this country is
called Kutuctu, who, though inferior in dig-
uity to the Delay-Lama of Tibet is adored by
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the people in consequence of the impressions
of veneration for him which they continually
receive from their lamas, or priests. Bell as.
serts that this extracrdinary man assumes to
himself the attributes of omniscience, for such
he says is the signification of the word ku.
tuchtu, and the people are taught to believe
that he really knows all things past, present,
and future. As the intelligence he receives by
means of his lamas is very extensive, he can
with ease confirm the vulgar in this opinion.
Another article of belief universally held
among the Mongals is that their high-priest
isimmortal: by which they do net understand
that his body never dies, but that his soul upon
the decay of an old body, immediately truns-
migrates into some youthful human form,
which by certain indicaticns, unknown to all
but the sacred priesthood, the lamas are ena-
bled to gingle out from all the rest of the spe-

.

cies.
When, in the language of superstition, the

spirit of the kutuchtu has taken possession of

a new body, or, in the lapguage of nature,
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when he dies, the principal lamas come as.
siduous to explore in what part of the world
this wonderful soul is re-embodied, but ini the
search they never go far, the dignified being s
presently found, and is sure to be a boy, who
is no ways a novice in the principles of priest-
craft. When the embodied spiritis thus found,
some select lamas are deputed from the whole
fraternity to examine his identity, for which
purpose they carry with them small silver
bells, and other toys, which belonged to the
kutuchtu in the former body, intermixed with
others which were never so honoured: all of
them are promiscuously laid before the youth,
who is sure to select with great avidity, thos.
articles which he was accustomed, in his late
state of existence, to possess, and to shew the
greatest abhorrence of all the rest. However
demonstrable of having ‘discovered the jtrue
kutuchu in this new disguise this trial may
appear, yet the lamas do not rest the proof
solely upon it, for questions are put to him
relative to remarkable events in his former

state, all which must be answered to the sa.
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usfaction of the conclave. When these proofs
are given, the youth is brought forih to the
body of the priests at large, and to the laity,
as unquestionably the individnal kutuchu they
were accustomed to adore; he is then conduc-
ted, with all ‘the pomp and ceremony of the
country to Urga, the place where the court is
then held, and put into possession of the tent
appropriated to the high priest.

Whilst the Kutuchtu, thus recognized, con-
tinues under a certain age, the government is
held by a regency of lamas, and few persons
are permitted even to behold }."..1, except at a
great distance. |

All the ecclesiastics of the country, as well
the lamas as the Kutuchu, are clad in yellow,
and no layman is allowed to appear in that
colour except the prince. They also wear
about their necks a string of beads, whi:h they
use in their devotions. -

The Mongals believe in, and worship one
Almighty creator of all things. They hold
that the Kutuchu is God’s vicegerent upon

U
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earth, and that there will be a state of future
rewards and punishments.

OF THE RELIGION OF THE KAMT-
SCHADALES.) The Kamtschadales have
very mean and absurd ideas of the Deity, to
whom they pay no religious worship; they call
him Kutchu, and frequently reproach him for
having made so many steep hills and rapid
rivers, for sending sa many storms and so
much rain. They erect a kind of pillar in a
spacious plain, and bind it round with rags.
- Whenever they pass by it they throw to it a
~a pieceof fish or some ‘other victuals, and
near it never gather any berries, or kill either
birds or beasts; but they offer nothing that is
of use, or which they would not etherwise
be abliged to throw away. Burning mountains,
hot springs, and particular woods, they esteem
sacred, and imagine them inhabited by evil
spirits, whom they fear and reverence more
than their god. They have no notion that the
Supreme Being can jdispense happiness or
misery, byt maintain that every man’s good
ct bad fortune depends vpon himself, They
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believe that the world is eternal, and the soul
immortal; that it shall again be united to a
body, and live for ever subjec to the same
troubles and fatigues as in the present life
only that they shall cnjoy a greater plenty of
all necessary accommodations.

OF THE RELIGION OF THE PER.
SIANS.) The established religion of Persia
acknowledges the Koran to be the great law,
of the prophet Mahomet, in as full a manner
as it is received among the Turks; but this
their common faith has not been influential
in’ producing harmony and concord; for the
private interest and views of individuals soon
gave rise to such a schism, as rendered Ma.
homedans as rancorous and fierce against
each other, as the professors of the christian
faith have been, when the purity of their re-
ligion has bgen sullied by the dogmas of as.
suming men.

Ali was Mahomet’s brothei’s son, and mar-
ried to Fatima, the favourite daughter of the
prophet. Hence the Persians infer his right to
the succgssion, which was gotwithstanding in> |
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~ vaded by his uncles Abubeker, Omar, and
~ QOsman, the brothers of Mahomet, whose us-
~ urpation both as kings and prophets, is ap-
proved of the Turks. Ali at length succeeded;
and the dispute might have been lost in ob-
livion, had he not made different explications
of the Koran. This, however, produced no ex-
traordinary effects till the fourteenth century,
when Sheffie, a man of an exemplary life, who
pretended to a regular descent from Ali, be-
gan to expound the Mahometan law, and the
- doctrine of Ali’s followers, in preference to
~ the precepts taught by the Turkish doctors.
. This reviving the remembrance of the injory
done to Ali by his uncles, the Persians be.
gan to curse them in their public prayers, and
changed the form of the Mahomedan creed,
by giving Ali the title of the friend of God.
These two sects being thus divided, those
 who maintained the succession of Abubeker,
Onmar, and Osman, called themselves Sunnis,
while the followers of Ali took the name of
. Schias.
- The Persians acknowledge that ths Mosaic
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was the true religion before Christ, whom
they also believe to be a true prophet and
teacher sent from God; but that the religion
he taught was contained in a book, which at
Mahomet’s soming, was taken by the #ngel
Gabriel into heaven, and the koran bgought
down inits steads 'They also like the other
Mahometans, say shat Jesus Christ did not
die upon the cross, but, as he was going to
his crucifizion, he was invisibly translated to
heaven; and ‘that Judas being miraculously
brought thither in his place, his face appeared
like that of Christ, and he was crucified in,
his stead.
The Mahomedans had two articles of faith,
and five of practice. That there is no other

God but God, and that Mahomet is his pro-
phet; that incn ought to observe bodily puri.

fications; pray to God at the appointed times;
give alms to the poor; fast all the month of
Ramezan, and, if possible, go in'pilgrimage to
the temple of Mecca. To these the Persians

add an eighth article, which is, that Ali is the

friend of God.
U2
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They imagine that as soon as the deceased
is laid in his tomb, the grave closed, and the
company retired, the departed soul re-enters
the body, .and is visited by too biack angels,
terrible to behold, the one called Munkir, and:

~ the other Nekir, who oblige the person to sit

upright, and question him concerning the
unity of God, the mission of Mahomet, and
the good or evil he has performed, which
they record in a book to be opened at the
general judgment: that in the mean while
the souls of the faithful are filled with trans.
ports of joy; while the wicked endure the
dreadaful ‘pangs of remorse. They say, the
soal wanders about till the body is interred ;
but that it has no sooner undergone the first
examination in the sepulchre, than it enters
an agrial body, in which it continues till the
general resurrection, when it will be re-united

to 1ts earthly frame.

After the final judgment, they mamtam,

- thatall men must pass over a certain bridge
. fo wider tham a razor’s cdge ; thatunbeligvers
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and the wicked will infallibly fall, in their
passage, into hell'; but that the faithful shall
pass the bridge swilter than a bird flies thro’
the air, and enter into paradise.

“ The blessed,”” say they, ¢ after they have
tasted of the fountain of living waters, shall
scat themselves on the banks of the river of
delight, which is shaded by a trec so immense-
ly larpe, that was a man to ride post fifty
thousand years, he would not pass the extent
of one of its leaves : that Mahomet and Al
shall serve the happy with the water of this
delicious river, meunted on the Pay Duldul,
an animal that has the licad of a woman, the
fcct of a stag, and the hinder part of a tyger;
that they will be attended by innumerable com-
panics of fair celestial beauties, with large
black cycs, created on purpose for the enjoy-
ment of the elect.” ‘They also maintain,
that they shall enjoy the {rce use of these vo-
Juptuous pleasures, without being capable of
sinning, hecause nothing is forbidden; nor
shall they expericnce the effects of satiety,

but their life, and health; and vigour will be

r:verlasting.
[ J
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There are, however, some Persian doctars,
who consider all the promises and threatenings
in the Koran in a spiritual and allegorical seuse,
and say, that these things are thus delivered,
only to accommodate them to the gross ideas
of the pcople; but that the happiness of para-
dise really consists in being employed about
objects proper for the soul, as in the know-
ledge of the sciences, and the sublime opera-
tions of the understanding ; and that the body
shall have pleasures suitable to its nature, and
enjoy all the delights of which it 1s capable ;
but notas here upon earth, by meat and drink,
and sensual indulgences: that hell shall con-
sist in regret and despair for the loss of para-
dise, while the body will be aflicted with the
most excrutiating torments, but after what
manner they do not pretend to examine.

The Persians sometimes exalt Ali above
Mahomet himself ; they even pretend that Al
is not dead, but taken up into heaven, whence
he shall return, and fill the world with Lis doc-
trine. They never speak without the utmost
detestation of Abubekar, Omar, and Osman,
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The bigotted Persians lay a greater stress
upon the ceremonial part of their law, than
on the moral ; for their washings and perifica-
tions must be observed, wharever else they omit,
They have the maxim of their prophet fre-
quently in" their mouths, that ¢ religion is
founded in purity, and half of it consists in a
man’s keeping himself undefiled.” Their
pravers are held to be vain and criminal when
offered yp with unwashed hands; and it is
the highest prophanation to touch the Koran
in such a state,  There are, indeed such a va-
riety of defilements, that though they are
obliged to pray five times a day, it is almost
impossible to prevent their being polluted be-
tween one prayer and another.

As the Persians, like the astronomers of
Europe, reckon their day trom twelve at noon
to twelve the next day, the first hour of pray-
eris exactly when the sun is in the meredian ;
the second is in the evening ; the third when
1t is dark that colours cannotbe distinguished ;
the fourth is to be made on laying down to
sleep ; and the fifth in the mcrning, and may
be performed at any time between the disap-
pearing of the stars and moon.
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The Mullahs, and those who are rigid reli-
gionalists among the Mahomedans, keep ex-
actly the five stated hours of prayer, and never
deviate from them but in cases of the most
extreme necessity. .

In most Mahomedan countries, the times of
prayer are proclaimed by the officers: of the
mosques. Upon common days no more than
one or two of these cryers are emploved ; but
upon festivals there are sometimes tenora
dozen of them, particularly on Fridays, their
sabbath ; and it can scarcely be conceived.how
far their voices are heard. "I'hey begin with
these words, Q-God, most great I’ which
they repeat four times, turning to the four
winds : then they add, ¢ the testimony we
render to God is, that there is no other God
but God. Mahomet is his prophet, and Ali
his friend.” This they repeat four times as
above, and then say, ¢ Arise, and pray, per-
form that most excellent duty, which Mahom-
et and Ali, the most perfect of created beings,
have commanded.”

Their prayers are of considerable length,
and they seem to perform their devotions with -
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inconceivable reverence and attention ; noth- |
ing can divert them from what they are about ;
their eyes remain fixed, and every gesture 1s
exceedingly just, and suitable to the occasion..
In short they perform this duty with greater
reverence and attention than Christians,.—
-« Though the Persians,” says Mr. Hanway,
‘““are become cxtremely immoral, yet they
give one proof of religion vastly superior to
the Christians : for I never could observe that
thev mentioned the name of Supreme Being,
except upon solemn oceasions, or at least in
respectful manner.””

Prayers for the dead are recommended, but
not enjoined by the Persian religion.  None of
them, however, pray to.their saints, or even
to Mahomet or Ali, to intercede for them:
for they do not believe that they even know
‘what is done upon earth, but as God is pleased
to reveal it to them.

In all their religious books and discourscs,
charity is warmly recommended, without
‘which their pravers-are held to be vain and in-
effectual.
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They have no sct time for circumcising
their children : some maintain that it ought to
be at thirteen years of age, because Ishmael
was circumcised at that age ; but they gener-
ably perform it when the child is four of five
years old, on account of its being less painful
and hazardous than when they are older.

The Persians have several fasts, the most
remarkable of which is named Ramazan, from
the name of the month in which it was held,
and which lasts from the beginning to the end
of it. Every one is obliged to fast, during all
that month from break of day till sun-set, du-
- ring which time they are not allowed so much
as to wash their mouths, or even their faces,
lest it might be a refreshment ; and some even
make a scruple to swallow their spittle, or
open their mouths to let in the air.  All amo-
rous commerce is prohibited even in words and
looks., But after sun.set they are permitted to
eat. 'Those who live by their labour generally
make a meal about two hours before day ; and
then lie down asd sleep the greatest part of the
dav; so that in many places the Ramazan
rather resembles a festival than a fast 5 with
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this only difference, that hke the debauchees
amongst us, they turn day into night. During
this feast the more religious spend most of
their time in retirement, praying, reading the
Koran, and other books of devotion: and
though they do not scruple to transact business,
they are more cautious in coaversing with peo-
ple of a different religion, lest they should be
defiled, and rendered unfit for their devotions,

The principal religious festivals of the Per-
siams are those in commemoration of Abraham
sacrificing his son, and that of the martyrdom
of the two Imans, Hossein, and Hassein.—
"Those who keep the feast of the sacrifice rise
early in the morning, and ride out of the city
at break of day, in order to sacrifice a sheep
or goat, after which they cause several to be
killed in their own houses, and distribute them
among the poor. In every great town there
is also a general sacrifice of a camel, at which,
it is said, the king himself assists, when at
Isphahan,

The next general festival, which, in many
respects has the appearance of a fast, 1§ in

jnemory of the death, or martyrdom, as they
U 3
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term it, of their patriarch Hossein, who was
slain in battle with the califf of Damascus,
who contended with him for the empire, in
the sixty-first year of the Hegira. They say,
that after he had lost the battle, he retreated
with his broken troops into the desart near
Babylon ; but, when he had been pursued 14
days, was overtaken by his enemies and died
bravely fighting and covered with wounds.
‘This festival continues ten days, during
which no trumpets or musical instruments are
sounded, and those who observe it strictly nei-
ther shave nor go to the bagnio. At this
time they never begin a journey, nor even un-
dertake any important affair. Many of them
rend their cloaths, pamt their skins black, and
appear with sorrowful countznances. The
streets from ‘morning till night arc filled with
people, some almost naked, others stained with
blood, and others in armour with naked swords
in their hands : some seem faint and ready (0
perish, and, with all the signs of anguish and
despair, cry out as oud as possible, [ossein !
Hassein! This Hassein was the cldest brocher
of Hossein, who was slain in the saine war.
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It they either meet a Pagan or a Christian,
they cry, cursed be Oar! to which the other,
if he would not be insulted, must reply by re-
peating the same words, During the ten days
of mourning in the night time the streets are
illaminated, and their dectors preach to the
people on the subject of the festival, inflamping
their rage against the encmiéspf their saint.

We shall conclude this account of the reli-
gion of the Persians, by observing that all
their actions are strongly tinctured with super-
stition. Hence in cases of difficulty and dan-
ger, instead of having recourse to the dictates
of reason, and measures inspired by prudence,
they have always recourse to charms;  thus
they estcem certain  passages in the Koran,
worn about the neck in a little bag, as a sov-
ereign remedy against discases and enchant-
ments. According to their opinions, eats are
held in great csteem, but dogs in abomination;
so that, though they use them sometimes at
their diversions, dogs are never permitted to
come into a room,

{ have been more copious in the account of
the religicns of Persia, than I first contems:
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plated, ~ Because I conceived that an account
of the religions of Asia would be interesting, -
as well as those of Europe and America. Ma-
nv of the christian denominations which have
sprung up in Europe, I have not particularized,
as I only meant to givea concise view of the
religious denominations of the¢ United States;
however, in a future edition perhaps I may
introduce them. We sec from this account,
that the priests of Asia, as well as the priests
of Europe, impose upon the credulity of the
ignorant multitude ; but surely the former are
far more excusable than the latter, the first
truly imitate the example placed before them
by their predecessors, who organized their idol-
atry, but not so with the latter. For sure-
ly we cannot suppose that St. Paul, by pre-
cept or example, taught his followers in the
ministry, to powder their heads, and ornament
their perishing carcases, with cambrick sur-
plusses, and black silk gowns: or sucredotal
robes fringed with flowers of gold with magni-
ficient mitres; or to make people support them
in elegant indolence, for reading a scrmon eve-
ry Sunday, We all know that St. Puul was




T N 3

APPENDIX. 321

a plain simple man, and worked at his trade
for his own support, and preached almost eve-
ry day in the bargain, and our blessed Lord
cnjoins this line of condnct, witness the me-
morable example of his washing his disciples
fect, to shew by the most powerful argumen-
tation, that priests should be the servants, and
not the Jords of God’s heritage. In order for
a minister to be useful to his flock, he must
be both humble, affectionate and familiar, and
not proud, haughty, egotic and pelantic,
which is too often the case with many college
manufacturcd priests, who while contending
about faith, and the formalities of rehgion,
seldom think on charity,

¢t Which is the friend of life, the soul of heaijth,
The poor mans’ comfort, and the rich mans’ wealth.”

CONCLUSION.

I have according to the best of my poor ability en-
deavoured to instruct, as well as enrertain my patrons
in particular, and my readers in general, in the ante.
cedent pages. I have given a brief account of abour 70
different religions, because I conceive that lengthy ac-

counts would only tire the reader.
Moderation and liberality of sentiment have been my

primary objects in the compilation, and no reflestiur iz
ALY
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passed upon any christian denomination. All true mini-
sters of the gospel ¥ have scrupulouly respected. Indecd
10 body of men on earth do I so much venerate, luve and
admire as them; such good men love all denominations,
and endeavor to unite them in the bands of social in-
tercoursc and love ; and this line of conduct is as natu-
ral to them (I allude to their new nature in Christ,) as
the contrary ¢conductisto their apes, I mean countér-
feit ministers.
s¢ Rivers to the ocean run, nor stay in all their course ;
Fire ascending seeks the sun; both speed them to their
source ;
So ministers who love their God, long to see his glorious
face,
Upward run to his abode, and wooe their flocks to his
embrace.”’

¥ most devoutly hope, I have not given offerice to my
patrons in my animadversions, relative to counterfeit
ministers, who seek only the fleece, and the devil may
take the flock for what they care; I view such men ig
a worse light than even kings, because they enslave
both soul and body, by usurping the station which God
designs for his faithful ministers, and taketh poor
people’s money without returning them any reasonable
equivalent for it, and often add insult to injury in
. ¢he bargain. I have also bcen pointed in my animad-
wversions on the antecedent law, bLecause I believe it to
be my duty as a republican author, at least to endeavour
2o stop the gigantic strides of intolerance and consc-
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quent despotism, because I conceive them more destruc-
tive to the good people of America than the yellow

fever. 1love America, because it is a land of liberty,

but wiil love it no longer than it remains suth.
The servile wretch who winks at wicked laws,
Free men may pity but they must despise.

When true republicans remit their attention to the
preservation of their liberty, if office hunters will not
urge them by the most cogent reasons to an iminediate
resumption of their vigilence, republican authors
most assuredly should do it. No man or set of men ina
frec state should be entrusted with too much pow-
er. Even good men are, alas, often corrupted by it,
but bad men are metamorphised to the devil by it- X
could draw a true and tragical picture of the fatality of
people trasting priests and potentates with too much
power, which would cause the plilanthropist to melt
into tears. 1f I have commirted myself in these point~
ed animadversions, itis certainly owing to the ardent
solicitude I feel for the honour of God, and the good
of my fellow citizens, and not to any view I have, or
can have of personal advantage, and this alone should
demonstrate the purity of my motives. Men of honest
and feeling hearts, will I doubt not agree with me in
sentiment, if not in phraseology ; but tory priests and
tory politicians with the proud and turbulent votarics
of aristocracy in general, will no doubt raise a hue and
cry against my declamations, or with their native
haughtiness, affectto despise what they canuot ¢ontre-

1
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- vert. 1 had resolved that this should be an ar.onymous
~ performance, but as I have been far more pointed in
| my animadversions than I at first contemplated, and as
- some people may impute my holding back my name to
| wrong motives, I have therefore altered my resolution.
.Although I am not worthy to aspire at the honour of
martyrdom, yet I am ready to suffer some privation in
the cause of God and my country. Calumny ‘and de-
~famation from the monarchial’pulpit, or the prostituted
press, I am therefore ready and willing to bear, if liber-
~ty isonly defended from the innovations of intolerance.
- Truth will shine resplendant, although he who uttered
"3t is only an atom in his own eyes, and one of the
«t gwinish multitude” in the eye of aristocratical pride.
" 1Vith sentiments of the most unfeigned gratitude, I
' embrace the present opportunity of returning my most
- grateful acknowledgements to my friends and the pub-
b Jic, for their generous patronage, which has exceeded
2 any most sanguine expectations. Since last April no less
| than between four and five thousand of my different pub-
Jications havebeen purchased by them, although I write
- precipitately and never transcribe. I have also received
~ other tokens of their liberality and approbation, which
- «<an only be equalled with the unfeigned gratitude, with
which I subseribe myself their most obedient humble
servant,
THOMAS BRANAGAN
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