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Advertifement.

HE following difcourfe was not written witk

the moft diffant idea, or expeflation of its being

made more public than its delivery from ihe defk : bit

as the candor and partiality of the hearcrs have fo far

appreciated 1ts merit, as 1o think that it may be ufeful,

i1 a more extenfive ﬂ)im e; and have, for that purpofe;

fozzmed a copy for the prefs, the Author readily grants

5 hoping 115 uefulnefs will exceed its merit, and
cgzm/ the wifkes of its patrons.

To thofe who keard the: fubjet confidered, it feems
proper to remark, that as it was then in the form of
two difcourfes, and is now reduced 1o the Jorm of one,
it was neceffary to make fome alterasions in the ar-
rangement, and abbreviations of the matter ; but the
Avthor prcﬁmzes there ss nothing omitted, in the fenti-
ment or diftion, that had the remoteft influence in pro»
dncing its publication. -
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THE DUTY OF

REPUBLICAN CITIZENS,
IN THE

CHOICE OF THEIR RULERS.

DISCOURSES.

Y

PSALM ci. 6.

Mme cyts lhall be upon thé faithful of the land, that they may
dwell with me ; he that walketh in a perfe@ way, be fhall fcrvc

ne.

IS Pl is pﬂtmmdv intitled, a E’L«h»x for
VK a Mag:ftrate, and for a Vintter of a mmiy it
contatns {entiments and refolutions highly deferving
their ferious confideration ; a.facred obfervance of
which, as far as pofiible, 1n exifting circumftances,
would very much contribute to their own reputa-
tion and comfort, and to the reputation and com-
fort of all, who are interefted 1n the fphere inwhich

they move.
The




4

. The Pialm was penned by David, in whofe reign,
the children of litael gmtly mumphed over their
coemies, and rofe In reputation, and mational prof-
pcrm' But whether 1t was before-he came to the
tarone ; afterhe was recsived by the tnbe of Judah ;
or when he reigned over the tvcclve tribes united, 1s
uncertain ; could we determine this with preciﬁon,
it would thed no influence upon the ment of the
Plalns.

Separate from all circumftantial confiderations, the
Pialm cortaincan excellent plan and miodel, for the
governing and ordering of a court or famuly 5 or of
any {ociety, whether political, czvu, or {ocial, with a
view (o preferve their peace, plety, reputation anc
privileges.

After fome «ffufions of devout acknowledgement,
which foeak the piety of the Plelmift’s heart ; he
firft refcives el {peCting his own condud, ¢ 1 will
behave mylelf vrfely 1n a pedfe& way; O when wil!
thoa come unto me:? T wll walk withie: my houfe
with a perfet heart. 3 will et nu wicked thing
before mine eyes.” It is of high unportance, that
Magyftrates, heads of families, and rulers of every
defcniption, firft regard their own condudt, and fee
that it comport wath the fpint of their office, and
countenznce fuch condué’t as they with in thofe,
who are under their care. The\ w ho teach others,
ought themfelves firft to be taught, and they who
rule and dire& others, ought to exercife the meoft
exemplary felf-government. Example hasa very
great influcace upon all ; but with thofe who are def-
titute of governing pnncnplcs of their own, 1t is al-
mioft the only thing that will command any atten-
tion. How ungraceful would it be, in 2 maller of
a family, to be a living contradition to thofe lec-
tures of induftry, eeconomy, morahty and religion,
which he gravely reads to his children agd domef~

tics ?
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tics > Flow uncourtly in a Magiitrate to exhibit
himfelf chargeable w1th thofe very tranigreffions,
which, by thc cath of office, he is bound to punifh
in others ? And how unprofitable for rulers to ena&
laws and ftatutes, which they never mean to ob-
ferve themfelves ? fuch inconfiftency and carelefs-
nefs tend direCtly to anarchy ; and pave the way to
the grofleft tyranny.

Thc Plalmift, having refolved, refpefting his own
condu&, refolves that he will not have about him
the unpnncipled, the deceitful, and wicked ; but
will do hw endeavor, that fuch be pum{hed with
condign punifbment : I will early deﬁro} all the
wicked of the land ; that I may cut off all wnc.ced
doers from the city of the Lord.” Mam&rates, and
2l in authority, whether {uperior or fubordmate,
fhaould be “a terror toevil doers, and a pmife and en-
couragement to thern that do well.”  They ave
cloathed with power and authonty, from him who
is the fupreme Ruler ; and they arc virtually his
miriflers, ¢ avengers to execute wrath upon then
that doevil :” ¢ Evil communications corrupt good
manners.”  One vicious member of {ociety, is ca-
pable of doing 1inconceivable mjury to the whole
fraternity, for « one finner deftroys much good.”—
And one vicious, unprincipled, fubordinate ruler,may
do great mifchief in the body politic ; and counter-
act, or embarrafs, the rnotions of the political ma-
chine. The wife, and prudent patriot will, there-
fore be concerned to remove fuch, as far as pofﬁble,
from his perfon, and his fervice ; and {peedily exe-
cute deferved punithmeat upon all who are perverfe-
ly fet to work wxckednefs, that tranfgreffors may
hear and fear, and learn wifdom. Then, in the
words of the text, the Pfalmift declares who they
were that thould bc nigh to him, and what charac-
icrs they were that fhould ferve him. <« Mine eyes

{hall




6

fhall be upon ‘the faithful of the land, that they
may dwell with me ; he that walketh in a perfe&t
way, he fhall ferve me.”

If in other parts of the Pialm, the writer has min-
gled the charalters of Magiftrate, and mafter of a
~ family ; in this verfe, he is to be viewed rather in the
former chara®er, and we muit contemplate him as
the king of Ifrael ; declaring what ofhcers of go-
vernment he wo'tld endeavor to have under him ;
and the declaration breathes the parental fpmt of a
wife, a pious and patriotic prince.

In governments that claim ¢he title of monarchi- -
cal, whether limited or abf{olute, almoft all the power
and appomtments are vefted in the fovereign. He
1s not merely the organ, but the life and foul of the
government. Nothing can be, with him, a more
interefting objelt, if he has at heart the welfare and
profperity of his people, which, however uncommon,
1s not impofiible, than the chara&ers of his fubordi-
nate officers, by whom he adminifters his govern-
ment, inits various departments ; and nothing can
be wifer than the refolution i in our text. Letus
briefly confider 1t—

Firft. David determined that the appomtmcnts
of his officers thould be a fubjet of refletion and
deliberation, 1n whlch he would fee, and be fatisfied
himfelf. This is fully implied in the expreffion,
Mine eyes fhall be upon—He would not appoinc per-
fons of whom he had no knowledge ; neither fhould
it be a fudden and tranfient glance that fhould be
{fufhcient to juftify him. It fhould nét be a fhght
acquamtance, a partv recommendation ; but hc,
would be himelf {atisfied, by having his eyes upon
them, oefme they were appointed ; ci, as the
phrafe, I think, imports, before they were apprized
of any appointment awaiting them. The expref-

fion intimates that he would not be forward to put
into
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nto ofiice thofe who wore lewiting of’;xr _or whole
e\,cs and addrefles were tc hin - v\‘& 1ih s often the
gracelefs practice of corrupt g overnments, and ap-
pointments go to the higheft bxdue;, but he would
fearch for modeft wortn, that would net feck to
blazon, but to be ufeful, and, by the faithful dif-
charge of the duties of office, give occafon to many
to rife up and call them blefled. But

Secondly, He would confine his refearches to
the land of Ifracl. ¢ Mine eves fhall be upon the
faithtul of the land”—He v suld uot 11 into {oreign
countrics to inquire for officers of Lis | guvernment ;
nor fenrch: the neighbouring f::_';, ons £ furnith him
with ciniacters 3 but b wouid have liraelites in-
deed. |

Unhzppy muil be the fituation of that people,
who cannot furnith of thcir own fons, a {ufficient
number, to guide their peiitical and civil concerns ;
and very unwile muft it be in any ruler, where thxs
1s the cale, to impofe fereigners upon them. No-
thing can more diretly a: caken Ju.ﬂouf} , and excite
commotion. It 1s {poken of as a mark of glory to a
people, and a token and mean of national profpcntv
when thewr Governoris from the midft of them, and
the {ubordinate officers from among themfelves.—
And, in ordinary cafes, it is very unwife to deviate
from this line of prudence. But is it enough that
rulers (hould be natives ot the county in whic i they
rule ? Alas! no ciimate 1s {o happv as to procuce
virtuous characters only ; no region 15 fo ure, as not
to nctuifh in its bofom dithonedt and unprincipled
men. The Plalmift therefore reidlved

Thirdiy, That bis eves fhould be upen the
FarTisvL of the land. |

As no land 15 o pure as to co ntain eoniiv {aithiul
citizens ; fo, it is prefumed, none 1s {0 corrupt as to
be whaliy deflituie of them 5 but a fufficient tum-

B bor
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ber inay be found, by the cye of candid patriotic
rquiry, to fill thie ofiices of government 1n its vari-
ous departments. By faithful men are interded
men of principle, poflefiing minds independent of
very thing but trath and duty ; incapable of cor-
mpting, or of being corrupted : men who are not
governed by {felfifh, finifter, and party views and
motives ; who will not facrifice every thing at the
fhrine of popularity, nor defcend to mean compli-
ances to accomplith a favourite object. The faithful
man “ cxerciies himfelf 1n this, to keep always a con-
{cicnze void of cffence, both towards God and to-
W lll'da man.” He may err m judgment, he may mi-
take, but he wiil not do what he knows is wrong,
nor facrifice his principles to his pafiions. He wiil
not betray the truft repofed in him ; bat, to the ut-
moft of " his power, aniwer the reafonable expecta-
ticns of thofe that confide in him. Such faith the
Plalmift fhall dwell with me. ie would have the..
Tor his courtiers and counfellors.  The faithful who
will neither flatter nor deceive. Happy the ruler
who 13 ambiticus of {uch'characters ; and 1s proof
againft the peftilential breath of flattery, which has
{o ofien withered the laurel on the brow of princes.
But how are thefe faithful charalters to be known ?
N‘ay we confidently depend upon their own profef-
fions, and becaufe they proclaim their integrity, reft
fatisfied in the proof ! } He muft be a Pcrangpr in fo-
ciety, and, 2 novice 1n the {cience of bumai: nature,
who puts any dependance upon fuch profeffions ;
ddts not rather confider them probabie tokens
of treachery and deceit. The faithful man, con-
{eisus of his integrity, nftead of pxuclalmmg his
own er} which 15 no glory, will leave it to others,
to trace his chara&ter in his general conduét.  He
who 13 faithful in that which 1s leaﬁ, we have rea-

fon to prefume will be faithful in much - but he
who
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who is unfaithful in that which is leail, ghves us no
ground to calculate upon n1s 1ntegrty 1n um.a,mn r
concerns.  As the beft rule to guide in this inquiry,
the Plalmift refoived,

Fourthly, That his eyes thould be upon tho'c
that walked in a perfe@ way. He that <wz/icsk e
a perfeft way, he fhall ferve me. - |

Miftake not the royal ftateitnan, my brethrea,
nor think that he expected to find )erteCt charalters
tor the adminiftration of his govemment David
was too well acquainted with the effecis of the apoi-
1acy, and the ftate of mankind, to imagine that tuch
chara&ters could be found ; 1n his, orin any cther
land ; if they could, they would have eclipfd their
{overeign, and iuTth the luftre of his throne, tho’
covered with the man after God’s. own heart.
“ There is not a juft man upon carth thar do-
eth good and finneth not,” and he that pretendetn
perfection, proves lumiclf perverfe.  Yet there1s a
perfect way, in which men may habiruaily walk,
who have many imperfetions. The way of truth
is a perfect way, in all the extenfive import of the
term, he who confuencxouﬂy regards, religious, mor-
al, and paliticzl truth, walks in a perfect way. The
way of purity 1s a pertect, efpeciaily, when connect-
cd with the way of ughteou(})lefs, and he who keeps
himfelf pure; and is willing, in all things, to live
honeftly, walks in a perfcct way. To fay all In one
word, the way of )e/zgzou is a perfect way. ¢ This
is that high way ;” of which the pro')het Ita1ah
{psaks, * which is called the way of holines,” and
it is thus celebrated in the facred page. ¢ The law
oi the Lord is perfe, converting the fcul. The
ftatutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the hicart,
The teftimontes of the Lord are fure, making wit:
the fimple. The fear of the Lord 1s clein, cudurnng
forever ; more to be defired are they than gold, yeu

‘ thin
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than fine gold ; fweeter alfo than honey, or the ho~
ney-comb. They whowalk in this way, who have,
indeed, the fear of God ; and pay a fincere regard
to his law ftatute:, and teftimonies, walk 1n a per-

fe&t way. Though they may have unperte&lons
attending them ; yet they are the excellent of the
earth ; the faithful among men. Thefe are the
charatters, I conceive, embraced by the refolution
of the text, whom David would have the ofhcers of
kis government, and the inftruments of diffcminat-
ing 1ts bicflings through his happy realm.

But, are you ready to fay, what have we to do
with the refolutions of Monarchs ; or with the
practices and regulations of the courts of Princes ?
We have rencunced all dependence upon them, and
the high-{welling founds of vanity grate upon our
ears. For this very reafon, my brethren, you are
interefted in the refol utions of the text; were you
fubject to monarchical gow ernmerts, or under the ty-
ranny of defpotic fivay : the fearch of your eyes
would have very little mﬁuencc in cwil appoint-
ments ; Bat fince you are free and mdependcn
and the power that 1s vefted in regal Majefly ; 1s
v1th you ‘vefted in the Majefty of the People ; 1t be-

crics you to be animated by the fame fpirit that
warms the breaft of the moft patriotic prince ; and
to adopt thofe refolutions that govern the conduét
of the wife fovereign, who deferves the title of THE
FATHER OF HIS PEOPLE,

The {pirit of patriotifm, the Amor Patrie has
- been juftly cclebrated, by poets, and politicians,
by philofophers and divines, 1n all civilized nations,
and ages of the world. Where this paflion really
em{’ts in the breafts of citizens, it will infpire with
a mble ardor, and excite to cvery care, and every
exertion, to fccure the peace and profperity, the res
sutation and glory of a country.

‘Though
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Tbouorh men are born free and equal, in point of
cvil noht and privilege ; yet they are greatly di-
vcrﬁned by their divine creator, in bodily and men-
tai abxlmcs, and 1n external relations and capagities ;
and a difference, in civil right and privilege, muft
take place in the courfe of divine providence.  For,
as order 1s heaven’s firft law, and civil government
1s become abfolutely n“ceﬂ'ary to the well-
and even exiftence of Society, in the prefent moral
ftatc of man; fo fomc muft be clothed with power
and authurity to adminifter government : and others
are bound to be fubjet to its regular adminiitra-
ticn, “ notconly for wrath, but for confcience
{ake.”

As no men are born rulers, or can have any na-
tive Tight to ufurp authority over their equals, 1t 15
undemably evident, that the fource of power 1s with

the people, that all authority onginates with them ;
and they have a right to put themfelves under what
form of gov ernment they pleafe, though, if they
would aét confiftently, it muft be that, which in
exifting circumftances, they judge will beft fecure
their mtere{’ca, and promote their profpvntv

The native equality of men {eems to diftate a de-
mocratic, or republican form of government ; a
government fimilar to that into which jethro led
the children ot Hrael, when he direted, them. « to
choofe out of all the peop1e, able men, men of truth,
fuch as fear God, and hate covetoufnefs,” and to
appeint them to be rulers, with different, though
harmonious authority, in the different departrnents
of the great family. But thc children of Ifrael were
tired of this form of government, and, in their pride
and vanity, would havc a King to lule over them ;
and though we, upon the fureft ground, charge them
with follv, vet we canant difpute their nght to
¢hange.

Forms
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Forms of government will not, of themfelves, {ecure
the profperity of a people, or make them happy. The
virtue and patriotifm of the rulers and citizens thed
a much higher influence upon this fubject. In mo-
narchical and anftocratical forms of government, great
tranquillity and profperity may be enjoyed, wherc
the rulers are, indeed, faithful men ; whofe breafts
%iow with the true {pirit of patriotifm, and who an-
Awer the expreffive title of the fathers of the people,
Wretched 1s the fituation of a people. under iuch
forms of government, if the reverfe be true, from the
dificulty of removing bad men from office. “ Wo
to the land whofe king 1s a child, and whofe princes
eat in the morning.” ¢ When the wicked bear
rule, the people mourn.”” In republican forms of
government, where the delegated authority is fre-
quently reverting to the people, the fource from
whence it {prings, the virtue and patriotifm of the
people are their fecurity. Integrity and uprightnets
preferve repulflics. It is only by virtue and righte-
oufnefs that they can live.

We, 1n this country, glory in republican forms of
government : the well earned fruit of our toil & laber,
under the {miles of approving heaven. We are mn
the enjoyment of civil rights and privileges, which
other nations know nathing of ; or difcern only at
a diftance, to excite their envy and admiration.—
We have confututions of government framed and
adopted by ourfelves—adminiftred by men of our
own choofing, whofe delegated authority {foon ex-
pires, and calls us to the exercife of our high prero-
gative ; to renew our confidence, or change the ob-
ject.  We, above all people, ought to have our
breafts glow with the noble {pirit of patrioti{m, and
feel the united demand, from God and our countrv,
to perpetuate the exalted civil and religious privi-
leges of which we are in pofleflion.  Nor s this

the
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the duty of a few—the ¥irtuous yeomanry of Ame-
rica, every voting citizen, ought to feel the obliga-
tion, and to a& with as much care and caution, -as
much vprightnefs and impartiality, as if the fate
of his country was fufpended on his fuffrage.

The danger of this country, if I have any fpirit of
difcernment, will anfe from the want of principle
" and wvirtue in her citizens ; from their carelefinefs
and fupinenefs in the choice of their civil rulers ; or
{fuffering themfelves to be duped, by the clamor
and rage of party, fo far, as to miftake party {pint
for patriotifm, and partizans fof men of prnci-
ple.

Good forms of government, though a great fafe-
guard to liberty, muft bc adminiftred by men of
principle to compleat the palladiam ; for though
the feafon of their rule, or the term of their ele€ion,
may be comparatively fhort, yet there can fcarcely,
be a feafon fo fhort as to prevent vicious men doing
mifchief'; the fhortnefs of the feafon will add zeal to
their exertions. People therefore ought to be very
cautious, they ought to proceed with wifdom and
forefight, with deliberation and prudence, in the
choice of thofe to whom they commit their impor-
tant interefts ; according to the refolution of the
text, they fhould have their eyes upcen proper cha-
raters. This is the more neceflary in republican
gqvernments; as the very mature of fuch govern-
ments opens a wide field to the ambitious and de-
figning to difplay their talents, and affords frequent
opportunities to offer their incenfe & adulation at the
fhrine of the public. In monarchical or anftocrati-
cal governments, this incenfe 1s offered at the feet
of the prince, and nobles, who have honors and pre-
ferments in their gift : and the feekers may be feen
dancing attendance—paying fulfom adulation—ex-
hibiting mean compliances—prefenting fcandaius

oftcrs
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offers, and ftooping to any thing to fecure faver.—
I3 republics, the addrels 15 to the people, who have
the power of eleftion, and as the objedl 1s too great,
diredtly to flatter, or to bribe ; thcy muft attempt
their defign by other means. Thcy muft addrefs
the more popular pafhons, and play on ftrings that
particular circumftances, or events, have attuned to
their purpofe, or that vibrate more in unifon with
the public pulfe. But 2 people enlightened and in-
formed, jealous of their rights, thould be {uperior to
fuch deﬁons, and, with anoble mum)endence, aé& for
themfelves, and havc their ¢ves oui iu quoff of proper
chara&ers.

True ment s, generally, moueﬁ' and referved, it
feels an awkwardnefs in ofie ring itfelf to pubhc
not:ce, ror are thofe, always, the > beft qualified for
places of truft and confidence, who ar< moft defir-
ous to obtain them. It is rathera praiumptive evi-
dence againit, either the qualifications, or the defigns
of Candidates,. when they are very folicitous to ob-
tain fuffrages, and to be hrzned the fervants of the
%op[e.

You fhould therefore, my brethren, free eletors,
of a frec country, moke the exercife of your high
privilege, in choofing perfons _to offics, a matter of
ienom concern, of prior deliberation. Let your
cyes be looking for proper charadters ; leave it not
to the day of election, and then receive any votes
that may ‘m prefented you.

But the queftion rcturns-——Upon whom fhould
your eyes be placed ? Who are the men you thould
be feeking after ? The anfwer of the text is upon the
FAITHFUL OF THE LAND.

Our conflitutions, both general and particular,
wilely provide certain quahﬁ -ations as neceflary
pre-requifites for chigibility to office. F orcxgnerq

are not eligible, and they who have acquired the
rizht
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right of citizens muft have a fpecified term of
refidency. Though we would encourage liberality

" of fentiment, and ftudy to fraternize with the

dcfcrving of all nations ; yet our text rather directs
our inquyry to natural born atizens. Other things
being equal, it is, doubtle(s, moft prudent that
rulers fhould be of this dcfcription ; that they
fhould grow up with the people, whofe interefts
they arecalled to.guard. - That they (hould im-
bibe, from early lfe, their tafte and cuftoms,
know their prejudices and prepoflefhions, their
inprovements, and imodes of thinking. Nationa]
and local przjudices are commanding principles ;
they are tco flrong, and too fecret, not to have
fome ipflusnce, even in hberal minds, whe en-
deavor -to--diveft themfelves of them. Rules,
of the impleaded defcription, will more natupally
care for the fltate of the’ people, and be more
likely  to ‘adjuft” fuch “a. framn of meafures ‘as
{hall fecure peace, and diffufe “profperity.

But this, my brethren, though a matter of fome
moment, is not fo important as the perfonal
qualifications of your rulers.  §ge that . your eyes
beupon tha afgit/zﬁd of theland. Upon men of
principle and integrity. Men who are governed
in all their conduct, by the eternal rules of juftice
and righteoufnefs ; who will not betray the con-
fidence repofed in them'; wha will not flirink
from the frowns of the great, nor waver at] the
clamars, or the flatteries of ‘the many. Men, who
‘“cxercife themfelves in this, to keep a confcience
void of offence, both toward God, and toward man ;”
and' who eixcem not their lives dear to them if they
may finith their couric swith joy, and meet the
imiles of approving hzaven.

To fele€t fuch perfons for office, in the different
departments of government, is of greater 1mpor-

C - tance
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tance than to fele®, perfons of brilliant genius, or
fhining abilities. It 1s acknowledged, that,in thofe
who manage the important-affairs of government,
%enius and learnmg are defirable qualifications.—
it-1s neccflary that they thould be capable. of un-
derftanding the nature of government ; - ¢f compre-
hending the neceflary, or prohable confequences of
meafures ; of difcerning and counteralting the de-
figns of the deﬁgnii\g.. They thould be’ capable
of conveying their ideas, and- of elucidating and
¢xplaining difficult. queftions;  -or of forming an
opthion upen them, when explained : But this,
though 2 defirable, 1s not the firft qualificatidn -
nor-is it, By any ‘means a compenfation for want of
integrity or pnnciple. - Jethro enjoms that the able
men, whom he recommends, fhould be men of
truth, fuch asfear God and kate coveronfngfs:- And,
urilefs thefe are concomitant, qualities of gemvs and
ability ; gemius and " atility only rendér the perfon
a more improper . object of public confidence, 2
more dangerous member ‘of * civil fociety. TFlis |
the rather mention, and enlarge upon, becayfe it
feems to have tqgd great an nflueno

: ‘ nfluence 11 recom-
mending perfons to public notice ; apd the public
eye, if-directed in inquiry at’ all; is after perfons
of fhowy talents, of 'fhining abilitids, afterjthofe,
who, from mature, or habit, can talk ‘readily upon
fubjetts, and by the powers of eloquence ‘can have
commanding influence.. We bow to Tuch talents,
where they are connected, with an honeft heart, and
confecrated to truth apd virtue ; but-where they
are. conne@®ed with a vicious. heart, and ftand for
fale to the higheft bidder, the more drftinguithed
they are, the more dangerous, the better able, are
thofe that poffefs them, to cover their defigns, to
impofe upon thewr condtituents, and profecute mea-
fures dangerous to liberty. Itis furprifing that
mcai
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mef fthould iatruft their high political 1interefls,.
the~guardianthip of their rights and privileges, 1o

thote with- whor they would hardly intruit any
private concerns ; -or tranfa& any of the common
bufinefles of 'fe. |

A principle of honor, a high fenfe of dignity, 1s
pledged by 1ome as fecurity for tuch charadters ; and
thought, a fufficient fubflitute for the obiolete prin-
ctplé of mtegrity, which as been fo much celcbmt-
ed. But, What is this principle of honour ? Ex-
cept in {ome particular inftances of condudt, tome
punctilios of e*tquctte, eftablithed by commor. con-
{ent, among thoie that glory in it ; it 1s 2 mere non:
entity. It inay fecure the payment of what are
itiled debts of honor but does not, always, influencz
the payment of honeft and laborious creditors ; ;
nor fecuré your life from the hazard of a duel, it
you {hould chance to offend againft fome of its
arbitrary rules. A pnnciple of honor, in its ulual
acceptation, is vague, indefinite, uncertain ; chang-
ing with the caftoms and manners of times, and
places, and is a very improper principle of public
confidence. It 13, eflentially, different from a prn-
ciple of integnty, which 1s uniform and coniiftent,
which has for its bafis, immutable recuitude, and 1s,
therefore, the fame in all times and places.

Loaok out then, my brethren, for faithful men ;
and let no qualification recommend a perfon, @s the
objet of your chmce, where you are conicious this
principle 15 wanti

But how {hall we know who are thefe faithful
men ; you may be ready to inquire ? and wiere
fhaH we find them ? Our text furnifhes another
particular, which, 1n {ome mea!’ re, anfwers the in-
quiry, and’ deferves attention. ¢ He that walketi
in a perfet way, he fhail ferve me.” We hawe
alreac;)c remarked, that the way of truth, prnty, and

rxehtcouimls
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ngrteoufnefs,m perie& ways ; look thea for mon’
that wa't in thofe ways.; that can produce; not &y,
fome defakory inflances ‘of conlu@. which - appesr
20 have fprung from Proie principles 5 77 yalnedt -
jome fplendid a%tions, that have been- the*&‘ﬁtd
then:, but:that pay- habitual homage to- them ;
thatmtheeommoamns of life, them ;
and are -in the “habit of resdering to thdrdaes,
?mhmmg ‘the” confidence that 5 npo[ed?m
 How mnnslt toﬁ:mk,tbatapheeofpwa
or truft, will infpire that ‘man with- princigle,: who
has difcovered himfelf deftitute of it;in the private
walks of life ? Theanmlsofmxlfode&y_, not
fernifh many inRances of fuch ‘convariion.
Thcyaremome than balanced by of the
mrfc,ofperlens,whofeemedmthmkthem&lm
cammeafmumapnwcﬂwon,whxchthey
bsve condemped iz xivate life. -
| ht&hempefMtaty,ﬁnghtemﬁmﬁ
AN iy elng gyt
" in, that m ¢l wey,
the way &mﬂrdxgon Thlsisthewaythatpcr-.
{b&sﬂiechau&erof the faithful man.”
- ¥'am far, my brethrén, from' reviving, ordefend
mg,thcment exploded do&rine, that ‘' domin-
ion is founded in grace ;* “or that pefons, in order
to a nght to rule, ihould in a ju cntofcha.nty,
be gracions perfons : &s-far would I be from _fet-
ting up one denomination of chriftians above ano;
ther, and faying that our  choize ought -to be con-
fined to thein—Thofe conftitutions which admit of
religious eftabhfhmients, while they mfnngt liberty,
ha\?:rjn unfriéndly afpect on religion itfelf; - the en-
hghtcned policy of America has’ excluded thefe ;
but did it méan to exclude a general prnciple of
religion ? "there is nothing upon which to found fo
grofs a refieCtion It
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It 15 of the higlieft importance, that they, who
malledmmletmr others, - fhavy fpeculatively
mé\' mre § i€ the; Tudeflary-te
“Eper oE L Y, 2 they o o
thenﬁcnoe of{auety fhed a mofc-benign infu-
ence upon ts interefls. - They who ategodscn
carth, flrouki adore the Gop who isabove. -
fhould - belicve liis. being, - snd: providence ;- they
fhould ackrowledge him the morad, aswdlasu-
tural, Governos th..werld ard, in this charae-
ter, bonnd to repard the a&xonsofmeit,to cal
.themtom,andtuyumlhandmdmd-
ing to'thardeeds. '-

‘regard, thofa -gsosral piin-

Unles. perfons believe thefe genersi truths,

andarepoﬂ’eﬁ’edofthcfew of what advan-
tage are theoathsofomce,tintm, almoft invan-

M,W a.ndenjemad’ Whatfecunty

uenccupm windtmthebemg"
ofGod? ‘fmphs hnnt&&mg
inthe affairs of men ; or who rejeds

1dmofaﬁ;ture flate, andﬁdbn, ofi'ewankand
pﬁm&mcn&’ Tofa that God: rewards and pan-
xiha,cxvﬂmlers,mthn life, is & pofition thit-may
be difproved, bythc worldly glory of many trators

and tyrants ;- and by the Sighsand groans, of as

many patriots : If then, there be ‘no future ftate
of rewards and punifhments, there 1s littie to be
 feared from the wviolatien of an eath ; and, they
who believe there 1s no fuch ftate, will. fear nothng
from its violation, where it can be donc without
human pg}xmﬁxénent or difcovery ‘ af

- As perfons denying the ﬁrﬁ cmls on,
or bel dc{htutey;?gthem, deftroys-all the :ligimnt
of the {olemn - qualifitation for oﬂice, fo their in-

dulging practices, inconfiftent with thofe princi-

ples ; or their negleting duties, that are the plain

xcfult of them, muft weaken that reftraint. Ha- |

bitusl

e ——
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bitual prafanerie(s—the and tnfling ufe of the

mme aof Gofl, tmr?o:mﬁom -ar.thc more

m'l&r&e m@e&*daeto that nmm
TR,

@t . nafare and reafon prociaun -lus
give: reafonto fofpes -1t dher have no
?’ﬁéﬁm@ i, and tha‘.,whenthcyfwearby-‘
¢, it sonft be fome other pnnciple; than a
religions fear of -} yu; ot maft infleence them to

ke thenruath But’ theom*etmmubatmths‘
logmu’nhr afshbnpmua}}m*\ cligions and

you: ﬂwuld‘be W&i&h *»
ﬁr.hﬁ)rcanﬂas ¥ God, mme&muoni’f i
petiens,-and-civil- focictics, and in the adjufment

%E

thhetuindhwchfmgs with thewm, regards m-

ther the ¢ of therr rulers, than that of the
v xbion at largp, 18° clearly the inftruttio.: of
the fa~rd ﬁ:ﬁptum then by satfing mpqnmpled
cha adlers te the ttles of gods on earth, a people
erpofe themfelves to j xﬁmcnw which rulers of 2

. ventrary charafier ‘wold baws; averted. When

th vighteous ire i authozity, the people re_yoxcc 3

butavhe . the wicked bes ruie, the people mo
- A_""*\e:: thay who mule owr men are jﬂﬁ, mlmg iﬁ

s fcar - of God,? through the approving {mul

ot nwen, they wx}l be o the teaplr:, ‘¢ as the hght
of the maruing, whes the fun arifet, even a mom-
ing withou* cluuds ;- as the tender grafs fpringing

out of the ¢ #k, by the clear fhining afntr:ain I ;
ther, mv I ‘thrcn, you would have. faithful men
for rulers, i as fhall be the medium and . inftru-
ments of n5.iohal profperity, feek for them among
thofe thai walk in a perfect way, who are pofieft
wash a voneratio. fn l EHOVAH, and fear his s fu;lmc i

wna
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who aclénow the prelent mfpefier and the
mmm,augeke?:zﬁ conaad. .. That. perfons. wivd
have thetr doubts - and {aiples, - raptiing ibe st»
thority of the fmptmcs,mth;:’n;&:m?wcbnﬁ
‘tian religion, may - ot

civil folers; it would be. too.much tofiy.; efpecnily
if they dc poffefiod of prmciplss-of adturel scligion,
and venerate a hora} gmnmmi yosige -of - the
world-: Buuhsaktd: ti:;ﬂthq who acs

khewle rezcaled
%eu!db {o ‘\tzbouh quﬁ

cation of their Fulers |, & zby airuft know thet fud
perfors ‘taft wusit fome of the:beft: males_of sboal
:honduét, and: é&tﬁd themoﬁ: ﬂaﬂ:@m
e dlmp M RN R

7 Thesy iy brethies, - I.Me .&eelyxdeﬁw n}

1cnumcnts to _you, upon a fubjedt, that -ought:not
9 belmam usinterefbingi 0t umimpogtant] tind
esdeaty O’p@int sat vl duty ob republican &>
tizen™ in- the ‘choice of . thelr.civik malery -, Fhavs
done' i ﬁ\am ap; sppehm of duty; ind wied;thet
phintiett of feetl which - becunies my Ratwon; and
sy couiry 5 I have ro- defgn mazln.,bntc&n
good of this land,' the honvar and:bappinefs of this

:ee;iet Ieivt\nldl\avc MMM -had

opportumty ‘prefented for this:addmfs; jon &.day
lefs devoted ta: the -myfkeries.cf. vq.ﬁclm‘y seligjon
bat % iar a8 comfeience is conrerted in civil ' affairs
‘10 far tixcv thay bis, u\nﬁﬁ:enﬁy - atfended 'to-at any

mandmnbotbcr bﬁwlmamthcyapm*

per- fﬁbj\.& for the . d:defk,. or defervang the
pmfefﬁxmm atteutxon« of the. tmmﬁm’ of: thc gof«
pel. - o

The civil 'privilcsesof this munty anght ta ha
dear to every citizen ; they have been procured ab
tao dear a rate to be triflec ww. or neglected ; they

have been committed to wus, as a facred depofitum,
by
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by our Fathers; they have been italed by the
o oo v s ol e
cly conneéied qur piz B)
fand orfalitegethq;‘ _If they-are loft, or

58T Sod, nor regard man,ton&to plamsof
truft aad imiportanee.” ; It s the . duiy, therfore, of
;Mwho Bas.any -concesn in the: ghiaice of cis
| ‘tmemfchunghtm the fesr of Ged,

sl -coneern for . the good 'of bis voun-

‘ tq“ ﬁgﬁmh b SN \é‘iea’soz, to pany, and prejudicsi,
views and feelings ; fove ¢ ‘ hisgyes mpos ihe feiiks
% of the land;and Mote fuch to, aor:mr “as

waik in apa&&w&y

» 7 e diglher: ﬁntgn——the mer, ; nt the

oﬁca,-—&e crche amiconcﬁmvs uld exer-
- cifens our ;. But. i is_not a matter of indiffe-

mmqmﬂae indesior offices ae flled 5 every
moideutm gives a-proportional - degree of
ence, and is afbeptofartheradvancement. Seek
therefore for 16 amen to_fill ‘evary office, and
condutk. the “various: affiss - of. thia: bighly fqvored
Land. - If through ‘the-fayor of indulgent Leaven,
in the courfe of providence, und its . fesrst influence
upon the mmdsofmm, the variows affairs of this
country fhould be: qomnmitted, only, to the hands of
faithful: men. ;; and if they who ffom time to time
rule pwer us,.arejuff, fuling in the fear of God ; in
all human probability, our. Liberties . will be long
prcfervcd and our nation rife 1n reputation and gio-
ry «mong the nations of the earth,” For' this let us

‘.n pcutly pray.
AMEN.




