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My Friends and Parifhiciiers.

Y Infirmities and Illnefs have
long detained me from officiat-
ing as your Minifter, and obliged me to
provide an Afliftant. But my Heart’s
Defire that you may be faved, and my
natural Affe&tion for you, have induced
me to publifh this Sermon, and to pre-
fent you with it; that it may bea con-
tinual Exhortation to embrace and en-
tertain the noble Principles of Chriftiani-
ty, and to reap the happy Fruits of them ;
and to deter you from the Reproach and
Punifhment of Infidelity and Wicked-
nefs; and that it may be a continual
Monument and Teftimony of the Leve
and Refpe& I bare you, and a perpe-
tual Acknowledgment of the many kind
and friendly Offices, which I have al-
ways experienced among you.
The Gofpel is the beft Information of
a divine Faith and Chriftzan Life, which
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is the Fountain of all true Wifdom and
Knowledge, a Revelation of the Fall
and Redemption of Mankind by Jefus
Chrift, a Meffage from God to finful
Men and a Guide to his heavenly Habi-
tations, which 1s nigh you, 1n your
Hands, and in your Houfes, moft wor-
thy and requifite to be carefully read and
inwardly digefted by you, and {ome
part of it daily retained in your Memory.

By thus reminding you of the Excel-
lency of thefe Doétrines, and your Obli-
gations to love and ferve God, I fhall
cndeavour that you may be able, after
my Deceafe, to have thefe Things al-
ways in Remembrance, and to obtain
the Recompence of the Reward.

Which is the earneft Prayer

of your faithful Servant

E. B.
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DISCOURSE

ON THE

Nature and Excellency of the Chriftian
Religion, and of the Rewards and
Punifhments of Virtue and of Vice.

PHILIPPIANS 1V. 8.

Finally, Brethren, whatfoever Things are frue,
what foever Things are bonefl, whatfoever Things

are juft, whatfoever Things are pure, what/fo-
ever Things are lvely, whatfoever Things are
of good Report; if there be any Virtue, if
there be any Praife, think on thefe Things.

INALLY Brethren, in thefe Words
of St. Pau/, 1 bid you farewel ; and by
thefe excellent Doclrines intreat you to
eftablith and fecure your everlafling

Peace and Felicity : That your whole Spirit and

Soul and Body may be preferved blamele{s unto

the coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift.
3 For
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For the gencrality of Men, by their corrupt
Lufts, are tempted and {educed to offend againft
God, and to indulge themf{elves in finful Aé&ions
and forbidden Pleafures; which darken the Un-
derftanding, make the Will rebellious, break
through all Bounds of Reafon and Religion, and
lead Men to do what they condemn themfelves
for; and for which (without fincere and hearty
Repentance) they will be condemned to everlaft-
ing Punifhment. ‘This Ignorance and Contempt
of Religion and divine Virtues flows from the
Repugnancy of our vicious Inclinations to an ho-
ly and unblameable Life, which is inconfiftent
with Impiety and Ungodlinefs, and with the
gainful and pleafurable Life, which moft Men
propofe to themfelves. From hence many are
content to deceive themfielves with a {light and
{uperficial Holinefs, and ftrive to ferve God and
their own Lufls together; and worfhip him out-
wardly, whilft inwardly they are eftranged from
him: They feek to hide their Vices from the
Remarks and Cenfures of Men, whillt God
hideth himfelf from them, and they are given
over to a reprobate Mind. Thus the Mifer loves
his Gold more than God ; and purfues his Hap-
pinefs, not in the Paths of Piety and Virtue, but
of Greedinefs and Avarice; which is Idolatry:
The worldly minded Man will. not be concerned
in the Pradtice of Religion, any further than furnts
with his Conveniency ; {o as to keep his Credit, and
be a Gainer by the Bargain : The Libertine wil
not be debarred from thinking and alting ac-

cording to his own Will and Pleafure ; nor re~
{trained
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firained from ridiculing thofe Things, which are
pure and lovely, and moit acceptable to God and
good Men. All fuch Offenders are a Seed of
evil Doers, Children that are Corruptors, Scof-
fers walkmg after their own Lufts, miferable
Slaves of Sin unto Death, and condemned to end-
lefs Shame and Punifhiment: Whofe End is De-
ftruction, whofe God is their Belly, who glory
in their Shame,

Thefe Principles and Practices are entirely op-
poﬁte to, and inconfiftent with good Inclinations
and virtuous Deeds: We fhall either-hate the one
and love the other, or hold to the one, and defpife
the other: For it cannot be otherwif{e, than that
Men fhould negle¢t and contemn thofe religious
Duties, which oppofe and condemn their lewd
Defires and vicious Courfe of Life: It cannat be
wondered at, that they thould refufe and reject
the moft excellent Laws and Do&rines, which
fo much contradict their own Devices and wick-
ed Defigns; and that they will not fuffer them-
fclves to be undeceived and reclaimed by any
thing, which tends to rectify their Minds, and
to leflen their Gains and Pleafures.

But nothmng will more tend to difcover and
difplay the Be: auty and Gain of Godlinefs, and
the Decformity of Ungodlinefs; nothing more
coitduce to inform our Judginents arlght and
wifely determine our Choice, whom we fhould
ferve 1n our Lives and Converfations, whether
God or the Devil, than a due Confideration of
thefe Words;

Whatfocver
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Whatfoever Things are true, whatfoever Thin 7S

are boneft, whatfoever Things are juft, what/foever
Things are pure, whatfoever Things are lovely,

awhat focver sz'?zgs are of good Report,
In difcourfing upon which Words I thall con-

fider,

1{t, The Nature and Excellency of the Chri-
{tian Religion, which enjoins thefe Things, and
how oppofite and inconfiftent they are with an
impious and finful Courfe of Life. '

2dly, The good and bad Confequences of
Virtue and Vice, and how different the Rewards
and Punifhments be in this Life and in the next.

The Nature and Excellency of the Chriftian
Religion confifts in thofe Principles and divine
Virtues, which the Apoftle here recommends,
which are manifeftly perfective of the Wifdom
and Felicity of human Nature : for Religion is
the Image of the Almighty, fhining in the Soul
of Man, a faint Refemblance of the divine Per-
fe&ions of the Godhead, which are known and
difcovered in Habits of Purity, Truth and Good-
nefs; which exert and manifeft themfelves in
doing thofe Things which are wife and juft,
honeft and of good Report, and lovely and com-
mendable in the Sight of all Men. Which ren-
der Mankind faithful Subjeéts and Servants of
the Almighty Maker and Govenor of the Uni-
verfe ; chearfully {ubmitting to his Providence,
and refolutely bent to do his Will in all Things:

Which make Men Benefa&ors and Friends to
| the
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the reft of Mankind, and to at upon Principles
of Truth and Righteoufnefs, of Mercy and Cha-
rity : Which make them wife and tenperate,
humble and refigned in all Condnions of Life,
and to abhor every Thing which is unbecoming
and inconfiftent with their Chara&er and Pro-
feffion,

The Chriftian Religion is a Revelation of e-
ternal Light and Goodnefs from Heaven, com-
municated unto Men to condu¢t them thither:
manifefting itfelf in pure Intentions and virtuous
A&ions; and is confirmed and eftablifhed 1n us
by greater Supplies of divine Grace and Pow-
er from on high: Which implies a Frecdom
from corrupt Lufts ; a Releafe from the Cares
and Troubles of the World; a Reconciliation
with God by Jefus Chrift ; and a Reftoration to
a State of Wifdom and Righteouinefs and Pecace.
Whofoever confiders the NNature and Excellency
of our Religion, will find how it guides the Af-
fetions to noble Ends and Purpofes, and perfects
our Nature in the Attainment of true Felicity :
Whofoever recolleéts what Advantages it {ecures
to Mankind in their Commerce and Converfa-
tion with each other, from the Praétice of Truth
and Righteoufnefs, of Honefty and Charity, will
acknowledge how good and profitabie it 1s to be
thus wifely and ufefully employed : Whofoever
remarks what Light and Knowledge, what Joy -
and Comfort, what Reft and Peace, 1t admi-
nifters in all Conditions and Circumftances of
Life, will find it recommending itfelf above all

B other



( 10)
other Confiderations to our Choice and Appro-
bation.

It would be amazing to fee, how much it is
banifhed out of Mens Minds and Converfations;
how much it is negleted and unknown, laid
afide and counterfeited by the generality of Man-
kind; but that we find by Experience, that Men
by worldly Lufts and carnal Security, are un-
knowingof the Power and Goodnefs of God, un-
mindful of his Redemption of the World by Jefus
Chrift, and unconcerned about the Duties and
Benefits of, a religious and holy Life : They lofe
the Powecr of fecing and feeking what is for their
own prefent Good, and will conduce to their e-
ternal Pcace and Happinefs: They cannot know
nor difcern the Things which are pure and holy,
relating to the Kingdom of God, and a blefled
Immortality, which are {piritually difcerned ;
which are above the Reach of our degenerate
INatuare, and require the divine Influence, and the
Infpiration of the Spirit of God.

From hence 1t will appear that good Men are
mofit honourable and highly to be efteemed, who
are of divine Extra&ion, and born of God, who
are renewed in his Image and Likenefs, and are
full of Grace and Truth, of divine Virtues and
good Works; who are Heirs of a glorious and
never fading Inheritance.

Nobility of Birth and human Accomplifh-
ments may make Men admired and applauded
in the World, but cannot give that true Great-
nefs of Mind, thofe noble Sentiments, thofe ex-
cellent Qualifications and Ornaments as the

3 | heavenly
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heavenly Birth and holy Life, which raife out
Affetions above the World, to partake of the
I.ove and Goodnefs of God, and of the Grace
and Redemption of Chrift, and of the divineVir-
tues and Fruits of his holy Spirit. High Birth
is often fullied and debafed by finful Lufts and
wicked Pra&ices, which render Men vile and
contemptible, and bring them to Shame and
Punithment: But a divine Extraction and Spirit
is ever doing what{oever Things are honeft,
whatfoever Things are lovely and of good Re-
port ; ever feeking the Glory of God and the
Good of Men, and increafing in everlafting Fe-
licity.

The largeft Income and Revenue, the greateft
Retinue and Grandeur, cannot make a Man {o
honourable and beloved, as Religion and Virtue ;
which is adorned with a meek and quiet Spirit,
and employed in Works of Piety and Godlinefs,
of Righteoufnefs and Charity, and is ever laying
up a Treafure in Heaven which cannot fail : The
one is often confumed in Revelling and Drunk-
ennefs, in Riot and Excefs, which 1s attended
with endlefs Remorfe and Mifery: But theWork
of the other is Peace and the Efteét of Righte-
oufnefs, Quietnefs, and Aflurance forever.

Good and bad Men are diftinguifhed in the
outward and inward Man, and it is apparently
evident whofe Son and Servants they be; whe-~
ther of Sin unto Death, or of Obedience unto
Righteoufnefs : To whom we yield ourfelves
Servants to obey, his Servants we are to whomi
we obey : So a divine Spirit, and fuperior Excel-

B 2 lency
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lenncy of Soul is manifeft in the Children of God ;
there is a Likenefs to their Redeemer, the only
begotten Son of God ; they have that Meeknefs
and Conformity to the Will of God, whereby
regenerate Chriftians and the Sons of God are
plainly diftinguifhed from natural and worldly
minded Men, in their outward Appearance and
Behaviour. The Righteous thine with peculiar
Brightnefs and Glory, which is darted upon them
from Heaven, and they are continually employed
in doing thofe Things which are pure and lovely,
cood and commendable : But Pride, Malice, and
Intemperance,will be vifible in the Countenance of
the Ungodly and Debauched, and difcover them-
felves in the outward Man : Vicious Affeftions
and {inful Habits are written in the Forehead;
and Men are often branded with thofe Crimes
to which they are moftaddicted : Anger and Paf-
fion will diforder the Countenance, and Shame
and Confufion often overtake the Offender, whilft
he denies the Fa&t, and prove him guilty. Nei-
ther Adulterers nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor
Drunkards, nor Revilers go undifcovered by
Men, nor unpunithed by the Difcerner of our
Hearts, and Judge of all the Earth. The Re-
generate and Righteous are known by their
Looks and Behaviour ; they have a divine Light
and Wifdom, Innocence and Peace ftamped up-
on them, and are ever fhining toa greater Like-
nefs and Conformity to their divine Original,
the Saviour of the World ; ever regulating their
Aftetions, ever correing their Errors, accord-

ing to the moft excellent Rules of Purity and
. Holinefs,
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Holinefs, which he hath given them; ever la-
bouring for that Meat, whiclh perifheth not, and
to increafe 1n Grace and Goodnefs, 11 divine
Virtues and Perfections, whereby thcy may be
feen to be chofen out ot the World, a peculiar
People, zealous of good Works; whereby their
Relation to God may be clearly difcerned, and
that they have his Life and Spirit within them, and
that excellent Difpofition and Demeanor which
will make 1t maniteft that they arc the Sons of
God. But wicked Men are of their Father the
Devil ; they derive their evil Difpofition, and vile
Aftfe&tions from him, whofe Image and Super-
fcription they bear, whofe Work and Will they
perform ; and are ever {preading Infidelity and
Malice and Mifchief amongi{t Men. In this the
Children of God are manifeft, and the Children
of the Devil ; the one always entertain good In-
tentions and Defigns ; the other doetn not Righte-
oufnefs, and loveth not his Brother.

Good Chriftians are enlightened from above
to approve Things that are excellent, and ftrength-
ened with Might by the Spirit of God, that
they may be f{incere and without Offence till the
Day of Chrift. Such Souls fee and know the Va-
nity of worldly Wifdom, and perithing Enjoy-
ments ; and will not prefer gaudy Trifles before
divine Virtues; nor worldly Wealth before a
Treafure in Heaven ; will not choofe Corruption
before Incorruption ; and a fhort miferable Life,
before an happy and eternal one: Such a Soul
will guide 1t's AffeCtions and Defires to oblerve

the Laws of Truth and Righteoufnefs in all it's
Actions,
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A&ions, and to do that which is right and good
in the Sight of God and Man; will avoid and
abhor all Fraud and Violence, all Diflimulation
and Hypocrify : Such a Soul beholds the Glory
of God continually difplayed throughout the
whole Creation; confiders the Gifts of Provi-
dence and Grace, and blefleth God for being
itfelf Partaker of them : Such a Soul {ees 1t’s own
Weaknefs and Corruption by Sin, and endea-
vours to obtain Reconciliation with God through
Jefus Chrift; which knows and loves him, who
is the Meflenger and Witnefs of the Gofpel Co-
venant, of the Rewards of Virtue and Innocence,
and of the Felicities of a future State; Him,
who is the Author of our Faith, the Word to
declare the Will of God; the Sacrifice for Sin;
the Pattern of Patience, Love and Meeknefs ;
the Conqueror of Death and Darknefs; and the
Reftorer of Peace and heavenly Blifs ; Him, who
is the Giver of Wifdom, Truth and Righteouf-
nefs ; of Redemption, Grace and Salvation, by
his Gofpel and holy Spirit, that is revealed and
dwelleth 1n us.

This is Wifdom and Knowledge far more
excellent than Nature and the World can yield,
which cannot difcern the Things of the Spirit
of God, but 1s under the Curfe and confined to
earthly Things, and perithing Enjoyments: The
Things which are not feen are far more defire-
able, which will not deceive nor difappoint our
Hopes and Expectations ; than thofe which are
feen, and will not profit us; which only delude

us with falfe Appearances of Happinefs for a
| {hort
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{fhort Time, and in the End will vanith away,
and prove infipid, worthlefs, helplefs Vanities.
Without this Knowledge of the Truth and reli-
gious Principles, how is the Mind of Man alien-
ated from God, and always ftriving to live with-
out him in the World: Without this Know-
ledge of God, and of Chrift, and of their own
Frailty and Sinfulnefs, and continual Depend-
ance upon him fer Life and Salvation, how
fearlefs and f{ecurely do Men live, how un-
thankful and difobedient are they to the Al-
mighty Governor of the World? How do they
toil and labour for the Wind and run into Con-
fufion and every evil Work, and fall into Mif~
chiefs and Mifery without any Reftraint? How
confidently do they provoke the Maker and Go-
vernor of all Things, and wilfully negle¢t and
oppofe his Laws and Government, by their open
Profanenefs and Rebellion againft him? How
do they injure one another by Difhonefty and
Tujuttice, Hatred and Revenge? How do they
oppofe their own Good and Welfare, when
they bring Trouble and Shame aird everlafting
Punithment upon themfielves? who will boaft
in their Wickednefs, and glory in their Shame,
and are at laft made Monuments and Examples
of the divine Wrath and Vengeance.

Such 1s the fatal Confequence of difbelieving
the Gofpel, and oppoling the revealed Will of
God: Such is the Reftraint which Sin layeth
upon us, and our Captivity under it: Such is
i’s Tyranny and Repugnancy to whatfoever
Things are true, to whatfoever Things are ho-

neft,
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neft, to whatfoever Things are juft, to what-
{ocver Things are pure, lovely and of good Re-
port.
Corrupt Nature will fhew 1tfelf in a Fond-
sefs and reftlefs Defire atter vain Delights and
En;oymeqfs in doing its own Will, and ne-
oleCr g the JVJJI oF God; in a Dcafnefs to ogood
Exchioriat F10DS 3 Selr-conceit and Wilfulnefs and
wicked Af}?;@timzs; in Pride, Luxury and Lewd-
nefs ; an Avarice, Malice, and Intemperance;
which are the Works of the Devil. But a true
Cnritian Frame and Temper of Mind s a
Compofition of Faih, Love and Piety; of
MNiecknefs, Patience and Charity ; which con-
{ifts 1 the Knowledge and Love of God, and
of his Son Jefus Chrift, and in divine Contem-
plations and Communion with him; 1n a Con-
tempt of the World and a fixed Refolution to
obey God. On the other Hand, worldly mind-
cd and wicked Men place their Hopes and Hap-
pinefs in worldly Vanities and fenfual Enjoy-
ments ; in the Pride of Life and the Applaufe
of Mén : How vain and unprofitable are the
Projects and Purfuits of fuch Men? How in-
confiftent with true Wifom and Felicity? who
truft in Vanity and Ipeak Lies, who conceive
Mifchief, and bring forth Imqmty - their Trani-
orefiions are multiplied in the Sight of God,
their Sins teftity againft them, and bring upon
them, unlooked for, Death and Deftruétion.
How much better and more preferable is Truth
than Faithood, Honefty than Difhonefty, Love
than Hatred ? How much more defirable and
excellent.
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excellent 1s Parity of Heart, the Riches of the
Mind, and the Glory of God, than unlawful
Gains, and finful Pleafures, and the Glory of
the World? When the Soul is once purified
from thefe little Projects and unfatisfactory Pur-
{uits, and comes to have an humble Communion
anid Converfe with the {fupreme Author of it’s
Being, how gladly will it oppofe and conquer
the Allurements and Aflaults of the World, the
Flefh and the Devil? And being ravithed with
divine Refrethments and Confolation from above,
with what Difdain will it look down on thofe
Things, which are the chicf Objefls of other
Mens Defires, and the main End of their world-
ly Labours and Defigns?

From hence it will appear that good Men
have the greateft Share of true Contentment, of
inward Peace and Joy ; who walk agreeably to
thofe Principles and Do&rines, which Rea-
fon and Religion prefcribe to us, with Hearts
full of the Belief and Love of God, endeavour-
ing to keep a good Confcience, and the Unity
of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace : The Works
of Religion and Godlinefs are the conftant Em-
ployment and fure Reward of a pious and up-
right Soul: Heavenly Comforts accompany good
Men amidft all the Troubles and Affli€tions of
this prefent Life; and, after Death, will crown
them with everlafting Glory,

But Impiety and Ungodlinefs will bring upon
us Calamities and Evils, endlefs Torment and
Vexation. It is obvious and eafy to obferve the

Advantages and happy Fruits of a religious Life,
C above
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above thofe of an ungodly one; if we confider
how much better it is to walk humbly with our
God, and to praife him for all his Benefits, than
to be careful about every Thing, or anxioufly
folicitous for what will not profit us. How
much more lovely and commendable is it to be
of a mild, compaflionate Difpofition, to forgive
Injuries, to relieve the Diftrefled, to do Good
and no Ill to our Neighbour, than to be paffion-
ate, maliclous and revengful? How much more
agreeable, to be free from flefhly Lufts and un-
ruly Defires, than to be ever gratifying them,
and never {atisfied ? For there can be no Diirelith,
nor Difcontent 1n the Ways of Godlinefs, and
nothing but Difappointment and Vexation in the
Lufts of the Mind, and in the Vanities and Plea-
{fures of the World.

Wife and good Men are unchangeable amidft
all the Difficulties and Dangers that furround
them; and immoveable as a Rock, which can-
not be fhaken by Storms and Tempeflts; they
keep a conftant and even Temper of Mind, and
reft {atisfied in the Providence of God, and their
own Integrity : Publick Calamities cannot de-
prive them of inward Peace and Joy ; nor private
‘T'roubles rob them of their Hopes and Felicity :
If innumerable Misfortunes fall upon them, they
will be fecured and delivered by religious Prin-
ciples, and heavenly Contemplations: If Pains
and Sicknefs {feize upon them, they will patient-
ly abide the Chaftifement of the Lord, and con-
fide in his Power and Mercy, for their Deliver-
ance from Death and Deftruéion, But the

| Wicked
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Wicked are tofled to and fro with the Reproack
and Applaufe of Men, with every Wind and
Change of Fortune; they are lifted up with
Pride and Self-conceit, or caft dewn into Dif-
quiet and Defpair ; and are like the troubled Sea,
when 1t cannot reft, whofe Waters caft up Mire
and Dirt: And there is no Peace faith God, to
the Wicked: Such are the Devices and Aions
of wicked Men, which produce nothing but
Diforder and Confufion, nothing beneficial to
others, or truly valuable to themficlves: Who
have rejected Truth and Honefty, and put far
from them the Love of Virtue and Godlinefs,
and made Shipwreck of Faith and a good Con-
{cience, which drowns them in Perdition and
Deftruction : The Ungodly are bold and confi-
dent in 2ll manner of Lewdnefs and Iniquity,
and feem fearlefs and undaunted at the Wrath
of God and future Punifhments, whilft no Af-
fliction nor Calamity befals them : But how de-
je¢ted and miferable will they be, when the
Judgments and Terrors of the Almighty feize
upon them? How will they faint and tremble
when Death is about to firip them of their
Wealth and Strength, and to cut them off
from Life, and it’s empty Pleafures? And how
wretched, how aftonifhed will they be, when
thofe Props, which fupported them, are taken
away; and they are driven from Light inta
Darknefs; from fenfual Enjoyments into eternal
Torments?

C3 Let
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I.et me therefore 2dly confider the good and
bad Confequences of Virtue and of Vice, and

{fee how different are the Rewards and Punifh-
ments here and hereafter.

The Bleffings, which attend the fincere Pro-
feflion and Praltice of the Chriftian Religion,
are not only fpiritual (v7z.) inward Peace and
Joy, and, afier this Life, eternal Happinefs in
a future State; but alfo temporal, increafing and
c{tablifhing the Health and Welfare, the Peace
and Felicity of the outward Man: Godlinefs is
profitable for all Things, having the Promife of
this prefent Life, as well as of that which 1s to
come,

Chriftianity, and the Praftice of the Duties
which 1t enjoms, does vifibly improve the Spirit
and Difpofition of Men, correft and amend their
Manners and Behaviour: This will make the
bold and confident Offender humble and In-
offenfive in his Demeanour; the Paflionate and
Revengeful, mild and harmlefs as Doves; and
the rapactous Churl, bcuntiful and liberal to the
Poor: This will make lewd, profane Liber-
tines, fober and modeft and temperate in all
Things; bloody Ruffians, to become tender-
hearted and compaflionate ; the carelefs, fenfe-
lefs, fcolbardy Wretch, to live foberly, righte-
oufly and godly in this prefent World: Thefe
excellent Qualifications and Ornaments of the
Mind, which Chriftianity affords, will eftablith
Vaith and Devotion towards God, Rightecufnefs

and Goced-will towards Men, Peace and Glad-
1iC!s
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nefs within our own Breafts: When thefe
Things prevail, there is no Need of Laws and
Punifhments to confine their unruly Affetions
and Defires within due Bounds: No Need of
Oaths and Obligations to gain them Credit, and
make them honeft : No Need of Entreasies to
be kind and merciful to the Needy and Afficted :
What an agrecable and happy Difpofition, what
a friendly Correfpondence, what a liberal Dif-
tribution and Benevolence, will fuch Do&rines
and Practices produce ? What happy Effets and
Fruitswill they bring forth amongft Men ? which
are the beft Security of our prefent Eafe and
Welfare, and greatly increafe the temporal Good
and Felicity of Mankind. Where God is thus
honoured he will difpenfe publick Bleflings
amongf{t Men; and where Bloodflied, Rapine
and Cruelty are abhorred and expelled, there
can be no Wars nor Defolations; and where
Godlinefs, Honefty, and Charity take place,
there can be no Mifchiefs, nor Injuries, no
Want, nor complaining 1n our Streets.
- The Righteous fhall rejoice in the Lord, and
be filled with good Things, and delight them-
felves in Abundance of Peace: He will blefs
them in the City, and in the Field: He will
blefs the Fruits of the ELand, and the Increafe
of their Kine; and preferve thens from the Fa-
mine, the Sword, and the Peftilence: But they,
who wilfully offend againft God, . forfeit all
Claim to his Prote¢tion, juftly mcur his Hatred,
and will feel the direful Effeéts of it, and can
expect nothing but Evil and Mifery to be their
' Portion ;
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Portion; for we find that Wars and Famine,
bad Seafons, and {fudden Deaths, Scarcity and
Difeafes among Men and Beafts, are Tokens of
God’s Anger and Difpleafure, and the unhappy
Fruit of our Imquity and Ceontempt of God’s
T.aws and Sovereignty over us, occafioned and
brought upon us by our Imp1etles and Wicked-
nefs : Thefe Evils and Calamities could not be-
tal us, aid not the Ungodlinefs and Sins of Men
produce them ; nor hurt us, did not they give
them. their Stmg and Venom.

Profligate Sinners bring Judgments upon them-
felves, and the Places where they live, by the
Injuues and Diforders which they commit: It
is no Wonder to fee them fall into infupport-
able Troubles and Miferies, who queftion the
Power, and refift the Will of God, the Maker
and Governor of the World; who wilfully cut
themfelves oft’ from his Mercy and loving Kind-
nefs, by living without him in the World,
Oppoﬁtwn to his Government and (.xoodnefs
it is no Wonder to fee fuch heavy Judgments
poured out on a profane, curfing, rebellious,
drunken Generation; indeed they may efcapg
for a Time, but Wrath and Punifbment will
{urely overtake them at the Laft: For they that
delight in Curfing, fhall be accurfed; and they
who love not Blefling, it {hall be far from them.
How many bloody Battels and horrid Defala-
tions have been occafioned by the Ambition and
Avarice of Princes? How many Murders and
Robberies have been committed by impious and
pitzumptuous Offenders? How many Mifchiefs

and
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and Quarrels by Drunkards and fuch incorri-
gable Sinners ? But if Men had an Underftand-
ing Heart to difcern the Majelty and Power,
the Mercies and Judgments of God, fuch Over-
flowings of Ungodlinefs could not thus over-
{pread and lay wafte the whole Earth : If they
could govern themfelves by the Rules of Tem-
perance, Righteoufnefs and Godlinefs, fuch Le-
oions of evil Spirits could not inhabit in them ;
fuch Monfters of Pride and Avarice, of Lewd-
nefs and Difhonefty, would not appear in the
World, and triumph over it: If the Do&rines
of Chriftianity ; if Humility and Patience, Truth
and Mercy; could prevail over us, fo much
Bloodfhed and Revenge, Lying and Stealing,
and committing Adultery, would vanith away
and not be known amongft Men.

Good Men will be frequent in Prayer and
Communion with God, and employed in good
Works, which raife our AffeGions above thec
World, extinguifh finful Lufts and Paffions, and
fhew the Excellency and Advantages of divine
Virtues, which promote the Good and Welfare
of all Mankind, and advance Love, Peace and
Joy which can never fail: But wicked Men
are immerfed and {wallowed up in the Cares
and Enjoyments of this Life, overcharged with
Surfeiting and Drunkennefs, which inflame their
Lufts and Paffions, and make them given up to
delufive Vanities, and extravagant Lufts; which
fill the Body with Pains and Difeafes, and the
Soul with vicious and depraved Affetions; and

the whole Man becomes blind and brutifth, fen-
{ual
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fual and devilifh, and cannot efcape the Evil, nor
fly from the Wrath te come. Thus Blefling
and Curfing depends upon our Obedience or
Sinfulnefs; and there is an all-feeing Eye, which
continually infpets the Ways of Men, and an
omnipotent Arm, ftretched out from Heaven,
which does what feemeth it good, difpenfing Re-
wards and Punithments according to the Doings
of the Children of Men. Who{oever goes about
to deny this, may as well deny the Succeffion
of Day and Night, of Summer and Winter; or
the Growth and Increafe of the Fruits of the
Earth, which fupply the Wants of all living
Creatures.

Such a natural Tendency and Fitnefs has
Chriftianity, and a faithful Obedience thereto, to
procure publick Bleflings and happy Times, and
to obtain Peace and Profperity 1n this Life, that
it wili prevail with God to manifeft himfelf to
be our Prote€or and Saviour, and to command
the kind Influence of the -Heavens to defcend
upon the Earth, that fhe may bring forth her
Increafe ; and He will open the Storehoufe of
his Mercies, and not {uffer us to want any Thing
that is good: Religion and Piety will alfo ren-
der Mankind bountiful and compaflionate to one
another, and prevent the Ewvils and Miichiefs
that Sin and Difobedience do manifeftly bring
upon us: If Men would acknowledge this, and
experience the Power and Mercy of God, which
is the Support and Salvation of all Things, and
pay him that eafy and reafonable Service which

he requires of us, we fhould reap the happy
Fruits
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Fruits of Goodnefs and Virtue in the outward
and inward Man ; and find Light and Life fpring
up In our Darknpefs and Shadow of Death;
Chearfulnefs and Honefty, inftead of Mourn-
ing and Injuries; and the Scourge of Difeafes
and Miferies would be removed far from us, and
we fhould rejoice in the Loove and Peace and Sal-
vation of our God.

‘The Nature of Sin and the fatal Confequence
of it can never be changed, which is a wilful
Tranigreffion of the Laws and Will of God, and
the fruitful Parent of Innumerable Calamities.
Such Obitinacy and Rebellion provokes God to
withdraw his Bleflings from us, and to pour
the Vials of his heavy Judgments upon us: Pub-
lick Sins will draw down publick Calamities;
the Sword, the Famine and the Peftilence, are
Scourges wherewith he vifits the Nations and
People, whereby whole Kingdoms and Coun-
tries are ruined and undone.

T'he Sins of Men provoke God to fmite them
with fundry Grievances and manifold kinds of
Death; to make the Heavens over our Heads
Brafs, and the Earth under our Feet Iron; to
confume the Fruits of the Land with Blafting
and Vermin ; or to prevent their Growth by
unkindly Seafons and inclement Weather, and
to {mite the guilty Race of IMen with Blindnefs
and Madnefs, and Aftonithment of Heart; and
to fend upon them Curfing, Vexation, and Re-
buke, in all that they fet their Hand unto, for
to do ity until they are ;l)e&royed and perifh. )

n
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In fuch Times many are f{o great Enemies
to God and themfelves, that they will not dif-
cern and acknowledge the Hand of God therein,
but impute thefe Judgments to. natural Caufes
and mere Chancé ; whereby they exclude God
from the Government of the World, and pro-
voke him to deliver them up to the Powers of
Darknefs and evil Angels to enflave and deftroy
them: Who afcribe Drought and Sicknefs to a
bad Air ; Wars and Slaughters to the Ambition
of Princes; Shipwrecks and Lofles to violent
Storms; Fire and Defolation to common Accl-
dents and Events: All which may be true; but
the Error lies in not feeing and owning God’s
Government and Providence, and the Wilful-
nefs and Sinfulnefs of Men, which is the prime
Caufe and Mover of fuch Accidents and Cala-
mities, and that he ordereth all Things, bothin
Heaven and in Earth. Such Men contribute,
what in them lies, to keep the World in a State
of Infidelity and Mifery ; and continue hoping
for better Times, without forfaking thofe Sins
which occafioned bad ones, until they are con-
fumed and perifh; and fuch Judgments may not
be owned and acknowledged by wicked Men,
but will prove no lefs fatal, and not fail te ac-
complifh their End.

Every Blafphemer and evil Doer, i1s an In-
cendiary in the Commonwealth, who indeed
does not take Fire in his Hand to do it, but ftirs
up the divine Vengeance to break out in Burn-
ings and direful Tokens of his Anger and Dif-
pleafure: Every Niggard and Mifer is a Plague

3 to
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to his own Family, and to all Perfons he deals
with : Every Drunkard felleth his Birthright for
ftrong Drink ; and is the Caufe of Scarcity and
Mifery 1in his own Houfe; ever {preading his
Infection and doing Mifchief by his Words and
Example, and wafting thofe good Things which
are for the Support and Succour of others, and
enticing them to run with him to the fame
Excefs of Riot. Every Enemy to Religion
and Virtue i1s an Enemy to the Good and Wel-
fare of others, and of himfelf. Such Tranf-
greflions againft the Laws of the Almighty,
caufe the Air to be unwholefom ; the Earth to
be unfruitful ; the Sea to be tempeftuous, and
our Enemies to infult and triumph over us, and
bring upon us Difquiet, Contempt and Mifery ;
they take away the innocent Freedom and Mirth
of the People; turn our Feafts into Mourning ;
our Converfation into Hypocrify ; and the World
into a kind of Hell, where there is weeping and
wailing, and gnafhing of Teeth.

Virtue and Goodnefs, which proceeds from
the Knowledge and Loye of God, not only fe-
cures our temporal Happinefs, but brings Peace
and Bleflfednefs to the inward Man, and 1s Health
and Joy unto the Soul ; which heals it’s Diftem-
pers and Diforders, gives it a {prightly Vigour
and Alacrity, and yieldsa grateful Senfe of God’s
Goodnefs and its own Felicity: But Intempe-
rance and Luft, Dithonefty and Ungodlinefs,
are the Effets of Infidelity, and a Love of the
World, and the Fountains of perpetual Difquiet
and Mifery. He, who hath raifed his Thoughts

| D 2 and
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and Defires to that uncreated Light and Glory,
which is above, will have different Affe&ions,
difterent Purfuits, from him, whofe Hopes and
Happinefs are confined to the Riches and Plea-
fures of this World. The Love of God, and
of whatfoever Things are true, boneft and juft,
of whatfoever Things are pure, lovely, and of
good Report, caufe the Soul to delight itfelf in
the moft defirable and fatisfactory Enjoyments,
and fix the Heart on the moft excellent and
durable Objets: But a Love of the Wosld and
earthly Enjoyments deceive and difappoint it’s
Expectations, and are only Snares and Reftraints
to Guilt and Punifhment: But divine Love hath
no Bounds; which is forever delighted with the
Beauties and Wonders of the Creation and Re-
demption of the World; which are the con-
tinued Fruits and Manifeftations of God’s infi-
nite Power and Goodnefs; and a divine Life
founded hereon, hath Liberty and Peace, Joy
and Bleflednefs forever.

Who thenwill reje& thefe Virtuesand their Re-
wards, which are {o commendable and advantage-
ous, and refufe to obey thefe Doctrines and Pre-
cepts, which he hath given us, by his Son Jefus
Chrift, which are moft juft, equitable, and bene-
ficial for us? Who will not choofe, and glad-
ly fubmit to thofe Laws, which only can eftablifh
our prefent Peace and eternal Blifs? Which only
can reftrain us from Impiettes, Injuries and De-
baucheries ; which bring down the Wrath of
God upon us; which will be a Terror and Sa-

vour
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vour of Peath unto evil Doers, and the Pro-
tection and Felicity of them that do well.

A wicked Man is under the Tyranny of the
Prince of Darknefs, and incapable of knowing
and purfuing his own Good: There can be no
greater Folly .and Slavery, no greater Debafe-
ment to human Nature, than finful Lufls, and
a confident Rebellion againft God; which war
againft the Soul, and bring it into Captivity un-
to the Law of Sin; which degrades Men, who
were made a little lower than the Angels, into a
far worfe Candition, than the Beafls which perifh.
So unnatural and unaccountable is the Difobe-
dience of Man againft his Maker: So ditho-
nourable and ungrateful is a wilful Offender
againft his only Benefactor: So guilty and con-
demned is a prefumptuous Sinner before the Go-
vernor and Judge of all the Earth ; that nothing
can deferve greater Shame and Punifhment than
fuch obftinate Offences and wilful Sins, com-
mitted againft God, our Brethren, and ourfelves.

Excellent therefore i1s the Chriftian Profefiion,
that Golpel, which we have received from Hea-
ven, by Mofés and the Prophets, by Chrift and
his Apoftles, which enjoins Faith, Love, and
Godlinefs, Truth, Juftice, and Honefty ; Pa-
tience under Wants and Sufferings; Compafiion
to the Miferable and Affli¢ted, and a reatonable
Service and Obedience towards God : Which re-
quires nothing but what is our Advantage and
Intereft to comply with ; nothing but what will
highly contribute to our Comfort and Welfare:

Which inftru&s us in the Way to Heaven, by
thofe
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thofe Doérines which our Saviour taught and
direéts us in the Way to eternal Happinefs, by
thofe Rules which he hath marked out; which
teach us to love God with all our Heart, and our
Neighbour as ourfelves, and delight ourfelves in
Works of Piety and Beneficence. Excellent is
that Religion which gives us thefe glorious Pri-
vileges, the Adoption of the Sons of God, and
the Comfort and Conduét of his holy Spirit;
which has fo well provided for the Happinefs of
others, as well as of ourfelves ; and fo annexed
the one to the other, that we cannot be cruel
nor injurious to them, without troubling our
own Flefh; nor kind and compafiionate, juft
and merciful, without feeling a f{enfible Satis-
faction therein, which 1s moft conducive to the
Peace and Felicity of the Soul; which is the
beft Means to eftablith the Good and Profperity
of all Mankind.

Moft wretched and miferable i1s their Condi-
tion, who live in Defiance to thefe Precepts and
Doé&rines, and to the Will of him, who ruleth
in Heaven and in Earth: They become their
own Tormentors, whofe Sins, like Furies, per-
petually vex and f{courge them; whofe Con-
fcience is a gnawing Worm that never dies;
making them a Plague and Terror to themf{elves
and others. Whoredom and Drunkennefs and
inordinate Affections are infernal Enchantments,
which bereave Men of their Reafon and Under-
{tanding, and leave them reprobate to every good

Work, forfaken of God, and expofed to every
‘Temptation,
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Temptation, falling from one Wickednefs to
another, and at laft into eternal Perdition.
There 1s fomething {0 facred and excellent in
the Chriftian Religion, that it will ever be ho-
noured and efteemed amongf{t Men: The Lord
is with them that love him, and his Glory fhineth
upon them : His Angels guide and defend the
Innocent and Godly that ne Evil may happen
unto them. The Doctrines of the Prophets and
Apoftles, fuch as Humility and Patience, Purity
of Heart, and Holinefs of Life; Kindnefs and
Beneficence towards our Brethren, will manifeft
us to be the Children of God, will employ us
in good Works, and afford us the blefled Fruits
of Love and Joy, and Peace with God and Man.
A pious Obedience, or finful Difobedience,
will therefore blefs us with Profperity and Hap-
pinefs, or bring upon us Curfes, and publick
Calamities.; and fill us with eternal Peace and
Joy, or with eternal Remorfe and Mifery : For
God will be a gracious Father to cherith and
comfort us; or a fevere Judge to punifh and
deftroy us; and puts a wide Difference between
him that ferveth him, and him that {ferveth him
not: He that fecketh to do what{foever Things
are pure and lovely, is delivered from innumer-
able Evils; He that giveth Alms will find Mer-
cy and Help in Time of Need ; He that ferveth
God, will be protected and blefled by him ; who
will render to every Man according to his Works:
Croffes and Difappointments to the Froward;
Delufive Joys to the Voluptuary ; Pains and

Difeafes to the Lewd and Intemperate; Per-
plexities
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plexities and Troubles to the Unrighteous and
Profane ; Judgment, without Mercy, to the Ob-
ftinate and Unmerciful ; and the bitter Pains of
eternal Death to incorrigible Sinners.

If therefore there be any Diftinction between
Good and Evil; any Rewards and Punithments
to be diftributed unto Men in the Day of Judg-
ment : If there be any Virtue in holy Doltrines
and good Intentions: If there be any Praife
in good Deeds and charitable Employments: If
there be any Mifchief, Shame and Punifhment
in evil Purpofes and A&ions, think en thefe
Things, to do the one and fhun the other, and
the God of Peace fhall be with you.

Laftly, Let thefe divine Virtues be the Study
and Employment of your Lives ; and the Or-
naments and Attire of your Souls, to meet Chrift,
your Bridegroom, and to gain you Admittance
to the Marriage Feaft : Who is coming to judge
the World, and to condemn it’s guilty Inha-
bitants to unquenchable Fire, and to receive his
chofen People into his Kingdom of Glory.
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A N

EX HORTATION
T O

FaAriTH and OBEDIEN CE.

ErHEsIANS 1v. 6.

Pho is above all, and through all, and in you all.

and am now leaving the World, and return-

ing to the Maker and Judge of all Men:

And befeech you to accept this my laft Ex-
hortation and Intreaty to believe in God, and to
ferve him. Know vye, therefore, that the Lord
your God, he is God in Heaven above, and in
the Earth beneath. The Lord is one God, and
befides him there is no Saviour ; who will not
admit of any Rival in thy Heart and AfieCtions;
and will be to thee every Thing which thou
can’{t defire; Health and Relief from Pain and
Sicknefs ; Peace and Comfort, under all thy
Troubles and Affli¢tions; Help and Strength to
the Needy in his Diftrefs; and the Refurrection
and the Life after Death: Your Fear and Love,
your Defires and Affe¢tions muft be unfeigned

and undivided, and center in him alone; whofe
| E All-

IHave long had my Converfation among you,
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All-fufficiency will fupport and fuccour you in

all Dangers and Temptations, and deliver you
from Sin and Death.

It 1s your Wifdom and Felicity to know the
living God and Jefus Chrift, whom he hath fent;
and to obferve and keep his Commandments and
to do his Will, in your feveral Callings and Sta-
tions ; who only can make all Things go well
with you, and proteé&t and blefs you forever :
Forget not the natural Life, which, like a Cloud,
appeareth for a little Time, and then vanitheth
away : Nor the rational Soul; which i1s capable
of Virtue and of Vice; of Rewards and Punifh-
ments, which are intelle€tual and everlafting :
Forget not the Fall of our firft Parents; how
their Wildom and Felicity and Glory departed
from them, and they became athamed, guilty,
and condemned: Nor the Reftoration that is in
Jefus Chrift the fecond Reprefentative of all
Mankind ; by whom we may be reconciled to
God the Father, renewed in the Spirit of our
Minds, and received into the Adoption of Sons.
Forget not the Things which thine Eyes have
feen, Light and Darknefs, the vifible Beauties
and Witnefles of God Almighty’s Power and
Goodnefs, which are in Heaven and in Earth;
whofe fecret Providence fupports and governs all
Creatures, and difpofes of all Events. Let it be
your Wifdom and Felicity, not to feek to do
your own Will, and to follow your own De-
vices, which lead you into Mifchief, and end in
Death : Your corrupt Lufts and wilful Difobe-

2 , dience,
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dienee defile your Nature and expofe you to
the Wrath of God;, who is a confuming Fire.
Behold the Heaven of Heavens is the Lord
thy God’s, and the Earth and all that is therein ;
from whence cometh thy Salvation and Prof-
perity, and all the Necefiaries and Accommoda-
tions of Life; for he is thy Life and Succour;
he 1s thy Praife and thy Glory. Know that the
Lord thy God, is the God that ruleth and
judgeth the Earth ; that theweth Mercy to them
that love him, and repayeth Vengeance to his
Adverfaries: Ft is he that will blefs the Fruit of
thy Land, and the Increafe of thy Kine, and
aive Succefs to all thy Labours and Undertake-
ings : But if thou wilt be ftubborn, and walk
in thy own Ways, and rebel againft him, thou
fhalt be fnared therein; Rebuke and Trouble
{hall cleave unto thee, and thou fhalt be fudden-
ly cut off ; for he only holdeth thy Soul in Life,
and giveth thee Food and Raiment, and fruitful
Seafons, and inward Peace and Felicity here,
and beyond the Grave heavenly Habitations.
Remember the Lord thy God in Plenty and
Fulnefs, and give him Thanks and Praife, and
cleave unto him, in Scarcity and Afili¢tion, for
his Aid and Salvation: Be obedient to the Voice
of the Lord your God, who {peaketh to you in
the Clouds, and wonderful Difpenfations of his
Providence, in the O/4 and New T eflament ; and
in the fecret Whifpers and Infpirations of his
holy Spirit. Remember how thou haft pro-
voked God to Wrath, by thy Forgetfulnefs and

Contemnpt of him, and by a wilful Breach of his
E 2 Laws
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Laws and Covenants; how fome of you have
been guilty of the moft prefumptuous Sins, and
the Authors of your own Ruin and Deﬁrué’clon
Boet he 1s long {uffering, and had rather that
the Sinner would turn from his Wickednefs
and live, and he will pardon him.

Your Eyes have feen how the Lord your
God can make the Heaven over your Head
Brafs, and the Earth Iron; that there be no
Rain, nor the Land yield her Fruits; and can
make the Fowls and the Cattle, . and their
Owners to peritfh and confume away ; and as
foon reftore Grafs in the Ficlds, and Plenty of
Food, and that they may eat and live, and be
filled with good Things: Who, from the Begin-
ning to the End of the Year, preﬁdeth over all
Things, and doeth whatfcever pleafeth him, 1n
Heaven and in Earth; and in the End of the
World, wil]judo'e both the Quick and the Dead ;
for the Hour is coming, in which, all that are
in the Grave fhall hear his Vmce and fhall
conie forth; and they that have done Good, un-
to the Refurrection of Life: and they that have
done Evil, unto the Refurretion of Damnation.

Remember Him who was born of a pure Vir-
gin, and brought from Heaven glad Tidings of
Grace and Salvation unto Men; and difpelled
the Darknefs of Infidelity and Sin among the
Fews and Gentiles, and deftroyed the Works of
the Devil : Who manifefted the Beauts y of Ho-
Iinefe s Faith and Devoton, of Meeknefs and
Patience,; -of Love and Char1t} Who appeared

nore exc'ﬂllem than any of the Sons of Men,
cll Li
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and his Glory as the Glory of the only begotten
Son of God. Remember Him, who was inno-
cent and undefiled ; the Pattern of all Goodnefs
and PerfeCtion, and unworthy of any Sorrow,
or Punithment. Contider Him, who endured
fuch Contradiction of Sinners againft himfelf;
and thereby made Suffering and AfHli¢tion the
Difcipline and Improvement of the Soul, and
momentary Sorrows the Means of eternal Blef-
{fednefs; and Death the Gate of Life, and En-
trance into heavenly Manfions: Confider Him,
who delivers us from all Troubles and Affli&ti-
ons, which are the Offspring of our Impiety and
Ungodlinefs ; who 1s Light in Darknefs, the
Ranfom from Sin, and Life in Death: Who
dire&teth our Souls towards God and eternal Life ;
and putteth us in Mind of departing from all
Iniquity, and of attaining to heavenly Perfetion
and Glory. See Him, who is the Meflenger
and Witnefs of Grace and Salvation, and of the
Benefits of divine Virtues, and of the Felicities
of a future State : See Him defpifed and afHicted
and put to Death, and you will {fee your own
Likenefs, \and the Frailties of human Nature
made triumphant and victorious over worldly
Vanities and the Pride of Life; and Mourning
turned into Gladnefs, and Heavinefs into eternal
Joy: By whom the Wickednefs of the World 1s
overcome, Man is redcemed from eternal Mifery,
and received into eternal Glory; by whom the
Poifon of Sin is healed, and the Sting of Death
is taken away; and the Treafures of divine Vir-

| tues,
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tues, and of his heavenly Kingdom, are opened
and given to the Children of Men.

It is your Wifdom and Felicity to know the
Holy Gholt, the Lord and Giver of Life and
Motion, and Increafe to all Things ; and to live
and act under this Influence and Power from on
high, which effetually worketh 2ll in all; and
to obey this holy Spirit, which worketh in us to
will and to do, the Works of Nature, and of
Grace: Chriit 1s the Author and Original of
2ll Lifc and Aftion, of all Truth and Goodnels
in the Bodies and Souls of Men. Forget not
Jim, who i1s fent in the Place of the “blefled
Jeius, to be a Guide and Comforter to the Souls
of Men; to colle@ and feal his People, chofen
out of the World, to ferve him, and to unite
and eftablith his Church amongft Men ; by
whom 1t 1s rfuidcd and governed, in divine Vir-
rues and frood Works, and by Repentance Faith,
and Obedlencb, made meet to partake of the
Inheritance of the Saints in Light: Forget not
Him, who is {ent to fhew us the Way to Hea-
ven, and to afiure us of the Truth and Certain-
ty of it; and is the Light and Life to lead and
conduct us thither: Who is fent to bear Wit-
nefs with our Spirit, that we are made like unto
Cod, redeemed from the Bondage of Corrup-
tion and the T3 yranny of the Dewl and fhall be
raifed up, at the laft Day, from the Darknefs of
the Grave, to a bleficd Immortality ; and to tef-
tify. within us, that we are regenerate, and the
adopted Sons of God, and Heirs of a glorious In-

heritance ; and to make 1t mianifeflt we are are
{ealed
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fealed hereby unto the Day of Redemption ;
become his peculiar People, zealous of good
Works, and, after Death, fhall be received in
heavenly Manfions of everlafting Blifs and Glory.
Behold the Tabernacle of God 1s with Men, and
he will dwell with them, and they fhall be his
People; and God himfelf fhall be with them,
and be their God : Behold the Kingdom of God
is within you, which is not Meat and Drink,
but Righteoufnefs and Peace, and Joy in the
Holy Ghoft: Behold what Manner of Love the
Father hath beftowed upon us, that we fhould
be called the Sons of God; and how the three
Perfons, in the ever blefled Trinity, are concein-
ed in the Creation, Redemption, and Salvation
of Men.

Cleave unto the Lord thy God, with full
Purpofe of Heart, and fcek unto him for Aid
and ProteGion: Who is a God of Might and
Mercy, without Imperfection and Deceit; He
is the Rock from whence thou art hewn, and
his Work is perfet; his Doing cannot be mend-
ed nor changed ; his Will cannot be withftood
nor defeated; nor his Word be undone or un-
finithed : Is it not He, that hath made, of one
Blood, all the Nations upon Earth, and hath
chofen unto himfelf the Penitent and Holy? Is
it not He, that divideth to all People their In-
heritance, and hath appointed different Stations
and Employments unto Men ? Is it not He, that
wounds and heals ; that killeth and maketh
alive ; neither is there any that can deliver out of’
his Hand ? Isit not He, that {feparateth the Good

from
v



( 40 )

from the Bad, and maketh an evident Diftin&ion
between him that ferveth him, and him that
ferveth him not; for the Lord’s Portion 1is his
People, and good Men the Lot of his Inheri-
tance? But {ome will defpife the God that made
and {upports them, and lightly efteem the Rock
of their Salvation ; wilfully rebel againft the fo-
vereign Ruler of ‘the World, and duly provoke
him to Anger, by their repeated Tranfgrefiions :
But his Mercy doth not blot out his Juftice, nor
his long Suffering prevent his Vengeance ; from
fuch he will hide his Face, and deny them his
Protection and Bleffing: Their Foot thall {lide
in due Time, and they fhall fuddenly die in their
Sins; his Judgments will overtake them, and
they fhall be cut off with bitter Deftru¢tion. O
that Men were wife, that they underftood this,
that they would confider their latter End !

I am now grown infirm and almoft overcome
with Pain and Sicknefs, and can no longer con-
tinue with you, and the Days are approaching
that I muft die; but another, I hope fome good
Man, will fupply my Place among you, and
will faicthfully inftruét you in heavenly Things,
and duly adminifter God’s holy Sacraments;
which are our Covenants with him, and Tefti-
monies of his Mercy and Pardon, and Seals of
our Acceptance and Adoption, of our Redemp-
tion and everlafting Salvation. The Law of the
Lord thy God is not hidden from thee, neither
1s it afar off: Which requires,

That thou worfhip not any Thing that is

made ; nor make any Thing to worthip.
That
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"That thou reverence and fear the Name of
the Lord thy God, and not ufe it in profane
Oaths, or common Difcourfe.

That thou honour thy Parents with Love and
Obedience, for their Education and good Things
which they have given thee.

That thou commit no Murder, by unhappy
Quarrels, or exceflive Paffion.

That thou commit no Adultery, nor Forni-
cation, nor Uncleannefs,

That thou rob none of their Wealth and
Goods which belong to them.

That thou rob none of their Right and Re-
putation, by falfe Witnefs or Slander.

That thou covet nothing which is another
Man’s, but be content with thine own.

Which contains our Duty to God and Man,
and 1s fully explained in our Saviour’s Sermon

on the Mount. |
-~ In which, Life and Death, Curfing and Blef-

fing, Good and Evil, is fet before thee, and
preached and enforced by his Minifters, to turn
thee from thy evil Doings, and to make thee
forfake them, and live. Love therefore the
Lord thy God, and obey his Voice, that thou
mayeft inherit a Blefling, and thy Soul may live:
For he is thy Life and the Length of thy Days
and the Support and Succour of all his Creatures,
and the Maker and Judge of all Men; left thefe
Revelations from God, in the O/d and New Tefla-
ment, and continual Warnings from Men, teftify

againft thee, and increafe thy Damnation.
| F - "Unto
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Unto the Place which the Lord your God

hath chofen, even to his holy Habitation, fhall
you feek for Aid in Time of Dilftrefs ; and thi-
ther come, to pay your Sacrifice of Prayer and
Thank{giving ; to hear his Voice, and under-
fiand the Myftery of Godlinefs; and if you
worfhip - him with Faith and Stedfafinefs, he
will fend you Help from his holy Place ; he will
teach you of his Ways, and the Paths of Life
fhall be made known unto you.
- If an upflart Preacher, or Dreamer, entice
thee to any new Faith or Do€trine, confent thou
not unto him and rejet him: But walk after
the Lord thy God, in Truth and Holinefs, to
fear him and keep his Commandments, and
obey his Voice, and cleave unto him and ferve
him all the Days of thy Life; and he will look
down with Mercy upon thee, and give thee
Peace and Profperity, and make all Things work
together for thy Good. Let there not be any
one among you, whofe Heart turneth away from
the Lord your God ; nor any Root among you,
that beareth Gall and Bitternefs ; that fhall
blefs himfelf in bhis Heart faying, I fhall have
Peace and efcape Punifthment, tho’ I walk in the
Ymagination of my Heart, and commit any dead-
ly Sin, and add Drunkennefs to Thirft; the
I.ord thall give fuch a one the Fruit of his Do-
ings, and heap Mifchief upon him; he will fe-
parate him unto Evil, and make him to inherit
the Curfes denounced againft him.

It thou wilt obey the Voice of the Lord thy

God, and obferve to do his Will, thou fhalt
I be
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be blefled at Home and Abroad ; the Lord fhall
open unto thee, his good Treafures of Wifdom,
and Peace, and Felicity, and na Plague fhail
come nigh thy Dwelling: But if thou wilt not
hearken to his Voice, to keep his Command-
ments, and do them, thou {fhalt be vexed and
curfed when thou goeft out, and when thou
comeft in; he will fend upon thee Trouble and
Rebuke, in all that thou fetteft thine Hand unto;
and will fmite thee with a Confumption and
Difeafes, becaufe of the Wickednefs of thy Do-
ings, whereby thou haft forfaken him, until
thou perith and be deftroyed ; and thou fhalt
walk in Darknefs and Error, and be oppreffed
and fpoiled evermore, and no Man fhall fave
thee, and there fhall be no Might nor Deliver-
ance in thine Hand. He fhall fend Diftrefs and
Anguifh, a trembling Heart, and Sorrow of
Mind; from Heaven fhall 1t come upon thee,
until thou be deftroyed.

Secret Things belong unto the Lord, who is
unfeen and fecretly governsand directs all Things
in the Univerfe, by his Wifdom and Providence;
Who blefleth the Righteous with fecret Bleflings
in the inner Man; and curfeth the Ungodly with
Torment and Difquiet, and he difcerneth it not;
with many Evils 'and Troubles, and he cannot
efcape them: He is a God that hideth himfelf
and doeth great Things, and unfearchable in
Heaven and in Earth: Secret Things in the
Works of Nature and of Grace, and of Judg-
ment, and of Mercy, belong unto the Lord; the

Difcovery of the Works of Darknefs; the for-
E 2 faking
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faking the Ungodly, and the Punifhment of fe-
cret Sins ; but thofe which are revealed belong
unto us; and thofe Bleflings and Curfes which
are diftributed by an invifible Hand, we know
will cleave unto us, according to our Fidelity
or Dijobedience ; and that Good or Evil, which
is the Fruit of our Doings in this Life, will be
our Portion for ever.

But 1f thou wilt return unto the Lord thy
God, after any of thefe Calamities and Evils
have befallen thee, with all thy Heart and Mind,
he will return unto thee and pardon thine Ini-
quities ; and will rejoice over thee to do thee
Good, and, in the End, give thee Pofleflion of
an mcorruptible and heavenly Inheritance. Our
imperfe¢t Obedience in doing the Will of God,
and hearty Repentance for the Sins we have
committed, will be accepted and available to
our Forgivenefs and Remiffion, through the Sa-
crifice and Interceflion of our Lord Jefus Chriit;
and, through him, we may be reconciled to the
Lord our God, and find Redemption and eter-
nal Salvation: We may be firengthened with
Might, by his Spirit, in the inner Man, to
think and do thofe Things that be good, and to
keep his Commandments ; and to have Victory
over the World, the Fleth and the Devil; and
be {fealed for his chofen People, unto the Reve-
lation of the righteous Judgment of God ; when
the blefled Jefus fhall come again with great
Power and Glory, and fhall fend his Angels,
and {hall gather together his Ele&, from the
fcaur Winds, from the uttermoft Part of the

) Easth,
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Earth, to the uttermoft Part of Heaven; and
the wicked and obftinate Offenders thall be caft
into everlafting KFire,

Since the Time of Death is drawing on, and
cannot be elcaped, and an eternal Reward or
Punifhment will then be thy Portion forever,
how fhould’ft thou mind what God hath taught
and told thee; and fearch after what he requires
of thee; fet thylfelf to practife it, that thou
mayeft obtain his Promife, and be faved in the
Day of Judgment. Cleave unto thy God, the
Maker and Judge of all Men, with thy whole
Heart and Affections, and not faintly nor feign-
edly ; for when thou feekeft his Grace and
Mercy, and retaineft thy own Folly and Sinful-
nefs, thou art deceived, and will come thort of
the Praife-and Glory of God. Get above the
Lufts of the Flefh and of the World, for every
Luft warreth again{t the Infpiration of the Spi-
rit, and tendeth to deftroy the Life of God and
of Chrift in us: Forfake the vain Converfation
of Men, and the Error in which o many are
mvolved ; and abftain from the Pride of Life,
and the Infidelity of the Ungodly. Believe in
the invifible God, who judgeth the World righte-
ouily, and governeth the Nationsupon the Earth,
and in Jefus Chrift, who came from Heaven
to be the Saviour of the World, and be fecure
of Mercy and Salvation, and fan&ified by a Be-
lief the Truth.

He that is thus furnithed with the Know-
ledge and Love of God, and of his Son Jefus
Chrift, will ftand at a2 Diftance from all Sind,

an
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and be amazed at it; and will live under the
Guidance of the holy Spirit, and hath God
within him, and cannot fail of- an everlafting
and incorruptible Inheritance in the Kingdom
of Heaven.

And my Prayer for you is, that you may
abound more and more in all Knowledge and
Judgment ; that you may approve Things that
are excellent ; that ye may be fincere and with-
out Oftence ’till the Day of Chrift; and be
filled with the Fruits of Righteoufnefs, which
are by Jefus Chrift, unto the Praife and Glory
of God. |
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