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Baxter, an eminent author, and diffenting preach-
er of the laft century, and is now republifbed as
an evidence that the fame Divine principle which
bath enlightened the minds °f many in the pre-

barb .rous trade to Africa, for the purpofe of en-

Maving the poor untutored Negroes, and continu-
ing. them and their offspring in bondage, was
clearly feen to be unchriffian and unjuft, at fo

early a period as that in which the author wrote,

viz. in 1673. And it is not becaufe the iniqui--
tous prattice hath been fince unreproved, by ju-
dicious and confciencious men, that it is not yet
abolifbed, but rather that avarice, pride, and ig-
norance bhath fo unbappily prevailed over juftice
and mercy, as 1o continue great numkbers of Mou

felfi jfng Chriftians ir. parta’ing of the unrigh. rou
gain of oppreffion.

And in order to preferve from oblivion, a:n.l

for general information, it is thought expedient

to fubjoin a letter from the truly pious Anthony
Senezet, lately deceafed, who was well known to

THE following expoftulation wztb ﬂzzfve / ola’-
ers, is abﬁ‘raﬁed from the works of Richard

Jent age, with a Jenfe of liberty, and i 9uenced
thee *1 upofe the inbumanity and injufbice of the

!

te an uniform prudent advocate for relief of the
opprefled, to the famous Abbe Rayml with bis
anfwery which firft appeared in the Brufels ga-

zette, of March, 1782, and from thence publifh-
|

ed in one of the news papers of this city.
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Mw.iatt from Baxter’'s Chriftian s
Direttory, &c. Page 557.  im

¢ Direftions to thofe Maflers, in Foreign Plartations, wbho }th
have Negroes and other Slawves, being a Solution of Jeve- iio

ral Cales abous them.

T

« L NDERSTAND well how far your power %o
over your flaves extendeth, and what limits God hath fet te:
thereto ; fuch as is a fuflicient difference between men ro
and brutes, that they arc of as good a kind as you, that
is, they are reafonabl: creatures as well as you, and born pl
to as much natural isberty; that they have immortal yc
fouls, and are equally capable of falvation with your- R
felves ; Remember that God 1s their abfolute owner, and m
that you have none but a derived and limited property fe
in them; that they and you are equally under the go- &r
vernment and laws of God ;—Remember that God is yc

their tender Father, and if they be as good, doth love .

them as well as you, and that the greater your power is g«
over them, the greater your charge is of them, and your §«
duty for them; the fourth Commandment requireth !
maflters to fee that all within their gates obferve the Sab-
bath day, fo muft you cxercife both your power and love
to bring them to the knowledge and faith of Chrift, and |
to the juft obedience of God’s commands.

Thofe therefore, that keep their Negroes and flaves
from hearing God’s word, and from becoming Chriftians,
do openly profefs contempt of Chrift the Redeemer, and
contempt of the fouls of men, and indced they declare
that, their worldly profit is their treafure, and their
God.”

« If this comes to the hands of anv of our natives in

» Barbadoes

m
-y .
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.Barbadoes, or other iflands and plantations, who are faid
ito be guilty of this moft heinous fin, yea, and to live
lupon it, iatreat them further to confider, how curfed a
irime it is to equal men to beafts ! Is not thi< your prac-
itice? Do you not buy them and ufe them merely to the
ifame end as you do your horfes ; to labour for your com-
'modity, as if they were bafer than you and made to ferve
iyou ? Do you not fee how you reproach and condemn
yourfelves, while you vilify them as favages and barba-
Fous wretches ? Did they ever do any thing more favage,
than to ufe not only men’s bodies as beafts, but their
iouls, asif they were made for nothing but to atuate their
bodies in your worldly drudgery?

i ¢« Deth not the very example of fuch cruelty, befides
%om‘ keeping them from Chriftianity, direly tend to
teach them to hate Chriftianity, as if it taught men to be
fo much worfe than dogs, or tygers?

- ¢¢ D« you not mark how God hath followed you with
plagu:s r and may not confcience tell you, that it is for
you- inhumanity to the f{ouls and bodies of fo many ?
Remember the late fire at the bridge, in Barbadoes ; Re-
member the drowning of your governor, lofs of fhips at
fea, and the many judgments that have overtaken you,
gnd at the prefent, the terrible mortality that is among.
ou.

- ¢« Will not the example and warning of neighboysring
gountries rife up in jadgment againft you, and condemn
you ? You cannot but hear how odious the Spanith name
rs made (and thereby, alas! the Chriftian name alfo, a-
mong the Weft Indians) for their moft inhuman cruelties
in Hifpaniola, Jamaica, Cuba, Peru, Mexico, and other
places, which are defcribed by Jofeph Acofta, a jefuit of
their own ; And what comfort are you like to have, at
laft, in that money which is purchafed at fuch a price?
Will not your money and you perifh together ? Will not
%ou have a worfe than Gehazi’s leprofy, with it? Yea,

Mvorfe than Achan’s death by floning ; and as bad as Ju-
‘tlas his hanging himfelf, unlefs repentance fhall prevent
$t? Do you not remember the terrible words in Jude,
¥ Wo unto them, for they have gone in the way of Cain,

and

.
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and ran greedily after the error of Balaam; and ii. Peter,
2, 3, 14, 15, through covetoufnefs they make merchandife of P
you. An heart they have exercifed with covetous pracdtices 33
curfed children (or children of a curfe ) which have forfakend!
the right away, and are gone afiray, following the way of%
Balaam, the fon of Bezor, who loved the wages of unrigbte~gp
oufnefs 3 but awas rebuked for bis iniquity; the dumb afsy
Jpeaking with man’s wvoice, forbad the madnefs of the pro-%C
phet. When you fhall every one hear, Thox fool, this®
night jball thy foul be required of thee, and then whofe fhalifp
all thefe things be, awhich thou haft previded. Luke xn.;f
19, 20, 21.” 11

9“ What men in the world doth James {peak to, if no tl
~ to you—James v. 1 to 4. Go to now, ye rich men, «weeg
and howl for your miferies that fball come upon you: Vourd®
riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten : youry
gold and filver is cankered, and the ruft of them fhall be af¢
aitnefi againf® you, and fhall eat your flefb as it were fire:t)
Ys have heaped treafure, together for the laff days: Bebold¥
the hire of the labourers awbhich hawe reaped down your ﬁeld:,?t]
awhich is of you kept back by fraud, crieth, and the cries of}'
them which bave reaped, bawe entered the ears of the Lora
of Sabaoth ;" How much more then the cry of betrayedit
fouls ?

After thefe animadverfions on the iniquity of holdin%é?
and treating men as flaves, for the private emolument of
the poffeflors, he proceeds to confider divers cafes underﬁ,ﬁt
which men are held in bondage, from whence he adduces)
the following conclufions. <

““ A nominal Chriftian, who by wickednefs forfeit- 1
eth his life or freedom, may penally be made a flave as!
wzll as an Infidel ; and a poor and needy Chriftian may:!
fell himfelf into a harder ftate of fervitude than he would,
chufe, or we could otherwife put him into; but 0 go au!
pirates, and catch up poor Negroes, or people of anothey'
land, that never forfeited life or liberty, and to makd'
them flaves and fell them, is one of the worft kiands of
thefts in the world, and fuch perfons are to be taken fon}1
the common enemies of mankind ; and they that buy
them, and ufe them as beafts for their mere commodity;

ane
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nd betray, or deftroy, or neglet their fouls, are fitter to-
e called incarnate Devils, than Chriftians. :
i He then queries; ¢ Bat what if men buy Negroes, or
+pther flaves, of fuch as we have juft canfe to believe did
fiteal them by piracy, or buy them of thofe who have no
ower to fell them, and not hire, or buy them by their
sown confent, or by the confent of thofe who had power
%o fell them, nor take them captives.

{ And anfwers, ¢ Itis their heinous fin to buy them,.

I%nlefs it be in charity to deliver them from flavery ; hav-

Sing done it, undoubtedly they are prefently bound to de-
Jiver them, becaufe, by right, the man is his own, and
stitherefore, no man elfe can have a juft title to him.

. Queftion, < But may I not fell him again, and ‘makc
,my money of him, feeing I leave him as I found him—?
«r; Anfwer, ¢ No; Becaufe when you have taken pof-
gTeflion of him, and he becomes a pretended property,
¢:;then the injury that is done him is by you, which, before,
Jgwas only by another ; and tho’ the wrong be no greater
s, than the other did him, yet, being done by you, 1tis
of your fin, . .
ra Ql}f:ﬁion, ¢ But may I not return him to him that I
edibought him of ?
~ Anfwer, ¢¢ No; for that is but injuring him, by de-
ngilivering him to another to continue the injury: To fay
ofas Pilate (I am innocent of the blood of this juft man) will
leribe no preof of your innocence : Yea, God’s law bindeth

:e,iyou to love, and works of love, and therefore you fhould

do your beft to free him. He that is bound to help to
it-1ave a man that is fallen intc the hands of thieves, by the
achigh way, if he fhould buy that man, as a flave, of the
1ay thieves, may not after, give him up to thieves again.

ald. < If they be Infidels, ufe them fo as tendeth to win
, aythem to Chrift, and the love of religion, by fhewing them

hegthat Chriftians are lefs worldly, lefs cruel and lefs pafli-

1kdonate, and more wife, charitable, holy and meek than a-

; ojny other perfons are. Wo to them, who by their cruelty,
fonand covetoufnefs, do fcandalize even flaves, and hinder

huptheir converfion and falvation. Remember that even 2

ityé&ﬂave may be one of thofe neighbours that you are bound
an to

L
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to love as yourfelves, and to do unto as you would be doné &
by, if your cafe was his, which, if you do, you will aeegp
no more direcion for his relief.” . !ﬁ
i I
Extrad from the ITndependent Gazetteer, dated Philadelphiaf
Fune 15, 1782, viz.

¢« The Liberality of Sentiment difplayed in the followin
Letter, not only evinces that the Author’s Heart muft b§
exceedingly Humanized, but that it abounds with a Phij
lanthropy, whith reflelds Honosr to Human Nature.

| Braffels, March 7. |
¢« The Abbé Raynal, whomn we have the happinefs td
poflefs, together with other firangers, in this city, hag
juft wow received from a Quaker, in Philadelphia, thé ¥
following letter in French, the tendency of which, entig ¢
tlesitto publication. It is prefumed it will be read with§)
pleafure.
“« My friond Abbé Raynal, “
¢ From the idea which I cenceived of the juftice and
generofity of thy fentiments, I took the liberty of writing}
to thee, about 7 or 8 months paft, under cover of myy
friend B. F. and likewife by J. B. who, we are afraid }§ ¢
was loft on his paflage. Having received no anfwer, by
feveral veflels, nor inowing whether my letters teachedf
thee, or whether thine mifcarried ; and a good opportu- !
nity offering, by my friend Dr. G. I now feize it to fend§l
thee two copies of a fmall extra& of the origin and prin-f !
ciples of thy brethren, the Quakers, whom, I obferve i i
fach of thy writings which have conie to cur hands, thouj
didft not think unworthy of thy attention.
¢ I have nothing to add to what I already wrote thee,§
but fhall repeat my wifh of faluting thee affe@ionately,§
on the principles of reafon and humanity, which confti-§
wate that grand circle of love and charity, unconfined by§
our parentage or country ; but which, with affeCtionateff
cordiality, embraces the whole creation, earneftly defiring,§
to the utmoft of my abilities, to promote the happinefsenf}
all men, even my enemies themfelves, could I have afiy.
““ I befeech God to give thee ftrength, that thou may-




[ 9 1

W eft coatinue to hold up to mankind, thy brethren, princi-
! ples tending to replenifh their hearts with goodnefs,

friendfhip and charity towards eéach other; that thus thou
mayeft do the utmoft of thy power, to render men reafon-
£ able, ufeful, and confequently happy ; and more efpeci-
] ally, that thou mayeft ftrenuouily combat that falfe prin-
| ciple of honour, or rather intolerable pride and folly,
¥ which fo ftrongly prevails in our nation; where the moft
-indolent and the leaft ufeful fancy themfelves, and are re-
{ puted the moft noble. Let us endeavour to make them
] fenfible, that men are noble but in an exaé proportion
| to their being rational. The happinefs which is to be
 found in virtue alone, is fought for by men, through the
1§ titles acquired by their fathers, for their a@ivity in thofe
é wars which have defolated the world, or in the weaith ac-
1§ cumulated by their ancettors; two means, i enerally un-
‘b jult and oppreflive, and confequently rather e fources of
| thame and humiliation. For, as the Chinefe Philofopher
§ well obferved, ¢ There is fearcely one rich mas out of one
A bund=ed, who was not him/elf an oppreffor, or the fon of an
oA eppreflor.”’ |

¢ Let us difplay to princes and the rulers of nations
\ the example of Numa-Pompilius, who, by a Conda& op-
pofite to that of Romulus, his predeceflor, and moft of his
d {ucceflors, rendered the Romans, during his long reign,
.5 {o refpetable and happy. Above all, my dear friend,
{ let us reprefent to our compatriots the abominable iniquai-
-f ty of the Guinea trade. Let us put to the blufh the pre-

,‘itcnded difciples of the benign Saviour of the world, for
v

9

' the encouragement given to the unkappy Africans, inia-
vading the liberty of their own brethrea. Let us rife,
¢ and rife with energy, againft the corruption, in:roduced
|into the principles and manners of the mafters and owa-
g ers of flaves, by a condu& fo contrary to humanity, rea.
{ fon and religion. Let us be ftill more vehement, in re.
g prefenting its baneful ianfluence on .the priaciples and
| manners of their wretched offspring, neceffarily equcated
10 idlenefs, pride, and all the vices to which human na-
ture is liable. -

 Hew defirable it is that Lewis XVI, wiiofe virtues
| B | and




-and good difpofiticns have been fo nobly praifed, would

 tunities, the* veffels bound to thefe parts, often miffing ;

'rit‘y, work its proper effe®t on the hearts of its pretended

oy
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fel an example to the other potentates of Europe, by for-
bidding his {fubje&s to be concerned in'a traffick fo evil
in itfelf, and {0 corrupt in its confequences, and that hel
would alfo iflue out ordinances, in favour of fuch of :thc'g
Negroes who now are flaves in his dominions. 1

¢« Alas ! fhould Chriftianity, that law of'love and chaeg
difciples, we wonld fee numbers of Chriftians traverfe A-'
frica, and both the Indies, not to poliute themfelves with {
flavery .and ﬂau%lhter, nor to accumulate wealth, the fu-§
%reme wifh of the prefent nominal Chriftians ; but that}

ivine love would impel them to vifit remote regions, in?
order to make the inhabitants acquainted with the cor-
ruption of the human heart, and invite them to feck fbré
the influence of that grace, propofed by the gofpel, by’

[ “

which they may obtain falvation ‘
¢« T am under the neceflity of corcluding haftily, re- |
quefting thou wouldft excufe faults which time does not

dllow ‘me to corret, and to write to me by various oppor-

T
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their. deftination.
| R I am, affetionately, thy friend,
| A. B.”

To which the Abbot returned the following dnfwer,
- Bruffels, December 26, 1781,
- ¢ Your letters, fir, have mifcarried, except that of Ju-
ly 16, 1781, which happily I received, together with the

- pampbhlet, full of light and fenfibility, which accompani-

ed it. Never was a prefent more agreeable to me. My
fatisfaction was equal to the refpeét I have always had for
the fociety of Quakers. May it pleafe Heaven to caufe
all hations to adopt their principles! Men would then be
happy ; - and the globe not ftained with blood. Let us
join in our fupplications to the Supreme Being, that he

‘may unite us 1n the bonds of a tender and unalterable
~ charity. |

I am, é&¢c. ' ‘
RAYNAL?”
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OPPRESSED AFRICANS.

WE are engaged, under a fenfe of duty, to bear 2
P

ublic tefimony againft a {pecies of oppreffion
which, under the fan&ion of national authority, has long
been exercifed upon the natives of Africa, is grown up
into a fyftem of tyranny, and is unhappily become a con-
fiderable branch of the commerce of this kingdom : An

oppreflion which, in the injuftice of its origia, and the-

inhumanity of its progrefs, has not, we apprehend, been
exceeded, or even equalled, in the moft harbarous ages.
We are taught, both by the holy {criptures, and by the
experience of ages, to believe that the Righteous Judge
of the whole earth chaftifeth nations for their fins, as well
as individuals ; and can it be expeted that he will fuffer
this great iniquity to go unpunithed? As the defign of

¢ the inftitution of government is for a terror to evil doers,
t and the praife of them that do well, we wifh it may be fe-
i rioufly confidered, whether this has been made the rule of
i 1ts adminiftration in this land. Will it not rather be

found, on inquiry, that, with refpeé to the enflaved Ne-

' groes, its benevolent purpofes have been perverted ; that

Its

<
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its terrors have fallen on the innocent, while evil doers,
and oppreflors, have been openly encouraged ?

But notwithftar.ding, government, in former times,
have been induced by, what we conceive to be a miftaken,
as well as an unjuft, policy, to promote this evil, we «re
perfuaded that many of the pregxt memoeis of the legif- |
lature, as true friends of civil and religious liberiy, kold
this unrighteous traffic in the utmo} abhorrence. This{{1
perfuafion, joinel tu the favourehls reception of the peti-|f ¢
tion of cur latt Yepriy-ageting, to the Houfe of Com-|
inons, encourages us ¢ -ddrefs yoa, thus freely, on this !
important fnbjeft; and we apprehend that the abolition | 1:
of this iniquitous praélice is not only required by the calls i 8
of juftice and humanity, but is alfo confitent with found jf &
policy. For avarice in this, as in other inftances, has de- §| P
feated its own purpofe. Africa, fo populous, and fo rich § t
in vegetable and mineral productions, inftead of affording || P
all the advantagesof a well regulated commerce, is {:arce- § I'
ly known but as a mart for {laves, and as the fcene of vio-|
lence and barbarities, perpetrated, in order to procure |
them, by men profefling the Chriftjan religion. . ,

The arguments which have been advanced by the fewj
writers, who have attempted to juftify this inhuman bufi-§a
nefs, can have no weight with generous minds. Thof, § f
in particular, which are drawn from the permiffion to hoid§ ¢
flaves among the Jews, can in no wife be applied to the§U
praftice amongft us : For, blefled be the God and Fatherft
of all our mercies, * who hath made of one blood all nat:.. 0
ons of men, we now live under a difpenfation effentially. t
different from that of the law ; in which many things were § I
permitted to the Jews, becanfe of the the hardnefs of'% ¢
their hearts.  All diftinétions of name and country, fo far §
as they relate to the focial duties, are now abolithed.— §
We are taught by our bleflcd Redeemer, to look upon :f
1l men, even our enemies, as neighbours and brethren, §1
and to do unto them as we would they fhonld do unto us,’
- Under a difpenfation fo admirably adapted to promo}t\e

» | the
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the temporal as well as the eternal happinefs of mankind,
that any fhould deviate {o far from its principles, as to e
| courage a pratice fo replete with iniquity, and in partis
cular that this nation, generally charaterized by its at-
tachment to civil and religious liborty, fhould have con-
a" ibuted, perhaps, more than any other, to the eftablith-
1} ment and continuance of flavery, is a moft painful reflex-
N ion. It would furely have bern morc confiftent with the
)f avowed principles of Lnglilhmen, both as men and as
.| Chriftians, if their fettlement in heathen countries had
{ been fucceeded by y mlld and bmevolent atte mpto to civil-

oo

glad tidings of the (rofpcl But how daﬁ'&x ent a comlu&,
| towards them has been purfued! it has not only been re-
.l pugnant, in a political view, to thofe commercial advin-
i tages which a fair and honourable treatment might have
| procured, but has evidently tended to increafe the barba-
d rity of their manners, and to excite 1n their minds an
§ averfion to that religion, the profeffors whereof fo cruelly
f treat them.
f  This traffic is the principal fource of the deftrutive
¢ wars which prevail among thefe unhappy people, and it is
_fattended with confequences, the mere recital of which is
f‘mckmg to humanity. The violent feparation of the
1§ dearell relatives, the tears ¢f conjugal and parental affec-
;g tion, the relutance of the flaves to a voyage from which
ethev can have no profpett of returning, muft prefent icenes
of diftrels which would pierce the heart of any, in whom
g the princirles of humamty are not wholly effaced. This,
» § however, is but the beginning of forrows with the poor
f captives. Under their cruel treatment ou fhipboard,
{ where, without regard 1o health or decency, hundreds.
tare confined within the narrow limits of the hold, num-
ibers perith ; and, by what is called the feafomng in the
iflands, many are relieved by a premature death, from
fithat feries of accumulated fufferings which awaits their
§lefs happy furvivors, The meafure of their aflitions yet
dremains to be filled; being fold to the higheft bidder,
f2nd branded with a hot i 1ron, they have yet to linger on,
uipitied, the whole term of their miferable exiftence, in
exceflive

4
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exceflive labour, and too often under the mercilefs con-

* troul'of unprincipled and unfeeling men, without proper

food or cloathing, or any encouragement to {weeten their
toil ; whilft every fault, real, or imaginary, is punifhed
with a rigour which is but weakly reftrained by the colo-
ny laws ; inftances of the greateft enormity, even the moft
wanton or deliberate murder of the flaves, being only pu-
nithed, if punithed at all, by trifling pecuniary fines.

But a bare enumeration of the calamities of this wretch-
ed people, would exceed the limits propofed to this fhort
addrefs: We think it not improper, however, to give
the following extra® from a late author, who was an eye
witnefs of the miferies of this perfecuted race.

“« If we bring this thatter home, and, as Job propofed
‘¢ to his friends, ¢ Pus our foul in their fouls fead 3
‘¢ if we confider ourfelves, and our children, as expofed
¢¢ to the hardfhips which thefe ?eople lie under, in fup-
¢¢ porting an imaginary greatnefs ; |

¢ Did we, in fuch cafe, behold an increafe of luxury
¢« and fuperfluity among our oppreflors, and therewit}
<« feel an increafe of the weight of our burdens, and ex-
¢ pect our pofterity to groan under oppreflion after us ;

<. Under all this mifery, had we none to plead our
‘¢ caufe, nor any hope of relief from man, how would our
¢¢ cries afcend to the God of the {pirits of all flelh, who
¢« judgeth the world in righteoufnefs, and, in his own
¢ time, is a refuge for the opprefled !

¢« When we were huniger-bitten, and could not have
¢« fufficient nourifhment, but faw them in fullnefs, pleafing
¢¢ their tafte with things fetched from far ; |

<« When we were wearied with labour, denied the li-
¢¢ berty to reft, and {faw them fpending their time at eafe ;.
¢ when" garments, anfwerable to our neceflities, were de-

‘¢ nied us, while we faw them cloathed in that which was
¢ coftly and delicate ?

<« Under fuch afli&ion, how would thefe painful feel-
¢¢ ings rifé up as witnéffes againft their pretended devoti-

~¢< on! Andif the name of their religion were menti-

¢t oned in our hearing, how would it found in ourears,
o like




-

¢¢ like a word which fignified felf-exaltation and hardnefs
¢ of heart! ‘

¢¢ When a trade is carried on produtive of fo much
¢ mifery, and they who fuffer by it are fome thoufands of
‘¢ miles off, the danger is the greater of not laying their
fufferings to heart.
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¢¢ In procuring flaves from the coaft of Aftrica, many |

[,

¢¢ children are flolen privately ; wars alfo are encouraged

among the Negroes; but all is at a great diftance.—
¢¢ Many groans arife from dying men, which we hear not.

¢

(Y

¢ Many cries are uttered by widows and fatherle.. child-

4
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ren, which reach not our ears. Many cheeks -e wet
¢¢ with tears, and faces fad with anutterable grief, which
‘¢ we fee not. Cruel tyranny is encowraged. The hands

[ Y

<< of robbers are firengthened ; and thoufands.reduzedto

<

[

the moft abje& flavery, who never injured us.

_ *¢ Were we, for the term of one year only, to he eye
¢« witnefles to what pafleth in getting thefe flaves ; was
¢¢ the blood which 1s there thed, to be {prinkled on our
¢« garments ; were the poar captives, bound, wit, thengs,
¢ heavy laden with elephants, teeth, to pafs before our
¢¢ eyes, in their way to the fea;

¢¢ Were their bitter lamentations, day after day, to
¢ ring in oyr ears, and their meurnful cries in the night,
¢¢ to hinder us from fleeping !

¢¢ Were we to hear the found of the tumult, when ihe
¢¢ flaves on board the fhips attempt to kill the Englifh,
¢ and behold the iffue of thofe bloody confli®s ; what
¢¢ ‘pious man could be a witnefs to thefe things, and fee a
¢¢ trade carried on in this manner, without being deeply
¢ affeCted with forrow ¢’
. Our religious fociety in thefe kingdoms, and in North

America, have for many years tenderly {ympathized with

~ this unhappy people, under their complicated fufferings,
and have endeavoured to procuare them relief: Nor. has
their cafe been without other advocates.; whofe numbers
we have with much fatisfaction obferved to increafe. - 'The
expeftation of many, who are anxioufly concerned for the
fappreflion of this national evil, is now, under Providence,
fixed upon the wife and humane interpofition of the legif-

lature
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latire ; to whom, with dutiful fabmiffion, we earsieftly}
 recommend the ferious confideration of this important;
! fubje€t; with a pleafing hope, that the refult will be, a’
" prohibition of this traffic in future and an extenfion of fuch*
ielief to thofe who already groan in bondage, as juftice’
and mercy may diftate, and their particular fituations
may admit. T hat fo the bleflings of thofe who are ready;
to perith may reft upon you, and this nation may no long-;
er, on théir account, remain obhoxious to the righteous’
. judgents of the Lord, who, in the moft awful manner,
declared by his prophet, ¢¢ That the land fhould trem- §
- «¢ ble *, and every one fourn that dwelleth therein, for
- ¢ the iniquity of thofé who opprefs the poor, and crufh 3
*¢ the needy ;”’ and who likewife pronounced 2 ¢ Woe %
¢ unto him that buildeth his houfe by unrighteoufnefs,g
. «¢ and his chambers by wrong ; that ufeth his neigh-%
- «¢ bour’s fervice without wages, and giveth him not for
“¢ his work.”
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Signed by crder of the Mecting Yor Sufferings i,
Londsn the 28th Day of the Eleventl Month,
1783, &y

JOHN ADY,

CLERK of the MEETING.

W S RENBERR - S AR SO
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% Amos iv and viil. chap. T Jeremiah xxii. chap.

' 1 'This meeting is compofed of about one hundred members refid-
| ing in Londony who are chofen byyand correfpond with, the meetings
“im the country. It was inftituted, and thus named, during the
. times of perfecution (anno 1675} in order to receive accounts of the !
! fufferings of our members, and to folicit relief from thofe in power.

| Tt fill continues to fuperintend the gemeral concerns of the focicty !
 during the intervals of the Yearly-meeting.
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NoTEes oN THE SLAVE TRADE.;

BRI R RN OO
T may not be neceflary to repeat what
] has been fo fully declared in feveral mo-
dern publications, of theinconfiftence of fla-

very with every right of mankind, withe-

!

very feeling of humanity, and every precept .

of Chriftianity; nor to point outits incon- -
fitency with the welfare, peace and prof~
perity of every country, in proportion as it

prevails; what grievous fufferings it brings

on the peor NEGROES; but more efpecially |
whata train of fatal vicesit produces intheir
Jordly oppreflors and their unhappy off-

Ipring. Neverthelefs for the fake of fome
who have not met with, or fully confidered
thofe former publications, and 1n hopes that
fome who are ftill adtive in fupportof flavery
may be induced to confider their ways, and
become more wife, the following fubftance
of an addrels or expoftulat’on made by a
{fenfible Author, to the feveral ranks of per-

fons moft immediately concerned in the -

trade, is now republifhed. |
‘“ And firft, to the Captains employed in

this trade. Motk of you know the country .

of Guinea, perhaps now by your means, part
of it isbecome a dreary uncultivated wilder-~
nefs; the inhabitants being murdéred or car-
ried away, fo that there are few left to till

thie
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the ground; but you knc))w, or have heard,
how populous, how fruitful, how pleafant
1t was a few years ago. You know the peo-
ple were not ftupid, not wanting m fenfe,
confidering the few means of improvement
they enjoyed. Ncither did you find them
favage, treacherous, or unkind to firangers.
On the contrary they were inmoft partsa
{enfible and ingenious people, kind and
frlendly, and generally juft intheir dealings.
Such are the men whom you hire their own
countrymen to tear away from this lovely
country ; part by ftealth, part by force, part
made captives in thofe wars which you raife
orfoment on purpofe, You have feen them
torn away, children from their parents, pa-
reénts from their children: Hufbands from
their wives, wives from their beloved huf-
bands; brethren and fifters from each other.
You have dragged them who had neverdone
youany wrong, perhapsin chains, fromtheir
hative thore. You have forced them into

your thips, likean herd of fwine,+ themwho
g had

L T, following relation is inferted at the requeft of the author.
. ¢ That I.may contribute all in my power rowards the good
¢ of mankind, by infpiring any of its individuals with & flzt-
4 able abborrence for that detefable praftice of trading ix our
i ﬁllmw creatures, and in Jome meafure attone for my st le&
$ of duty as & chrifiian, in engaging in a wicked traf)‘ic, ,
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y‘ﬁﬁ b tbhr Jerious confideration, fome few occurrences of ;
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had fouls immortal as your own. You have '
ftowed them together as clofe as ever they
could lie, without any regard to decency ok
conveniency---And when many of themhad .
been poifoned by foul air, or had funk un-
der various hardfhips, ¢ you have feen their
«« remains delivered to the deep, till the
““ fea fhould give up his dead.” You have
carried the furvivors into the vileft {lavery,
never to end but with life: Such flavery as
is not found among the Turks at Algiers, no,
nor among the heathens in America.

May

¢ avbich 1 avas an eye witnefi. That being fruck aith the
¢ auretched and affecling Jeene they may fofler that bumane
¢ principle, whichis the noble and diftingui/bed charaderiftic
¢ of man, |
About the year 1749 3 I failed from Liverpool to the coaft
of Gainea, fome time aficr our arrival, I was ordered to go
up the coyntry a confiderable diftance, upon hawing motice from
one of the Negroe Kings, that be had a parcel of flavves to dif~
pue of, Ireceived my inflrultions and avent, carrying awith me
an account of Juch gocds we had on board, to exchange for the
Slavves we intended t purchafe ; upon being introducedy, I pre=
Jented bim with a_ fmell caje of fpiriis, a gun and fome trt'ﬂu.j;
whick having acceptel. and underfiood by ay interpreter awbat!
goods we bad, the mext Jay was appointed for wviewing the
Slawes 5 we found about tavo bhundred confined in one place.
But bere bow fhail I relate the affeting fight I there bebelds
the filent Jorrow avhich appeared in the countenance of the af=
Hidted father, and tbe painful angisifh of the tender matbﬂ‘,,
expecting to be forewer fiparated from their tender offipring 3
the difire(fed maid wringing ber hands in prefage of ber futuré
avretchedne/s, and the gemeral cry of the innocent, from a frar=
Sul apprebenfion of the perperual Slavvery to awbick-they were
deomed, 1 purchafed cleven, who I condufied, tiod jave and
S Lk
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v
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May I fpeak plainly to you? I muft. Love
conftrains me: Loveto you, aswell, as thofe
youare concerned with. IsthereaGod? You
knowthereis. Ishea jult God? Then there
muftbeaftate of retribution: Aiftate where-
in the juft God will reward every man ac-
cording ta his work. Then what reward
willherender to you. O think betimes!be-
fore you drop into eternity: Think how,
¢ He thall have judgment without mercy,
¢ that {(liewed no mercy.” Areyouaman?
Then you fhould have a human heart. But
have you indeed? What is your heart made
| of 2

two, to our fbip. Being but a fmall wefel (ninety ton) we
V)on purchafed our cargo, confiffing of one kundred and fewenty
'Slawes, abom thon may'f reader range in thy view, as they
‘awere fhackled two and two together, pent up wiihin the nare
vow confines of the main deck, with the complicated difire/s of
ﬁcﬁnq/fv, chains and contempt ; depricved of every fond and jfo-
sial tie and in a great mea/wereduced to a Caie of defperation.
We bad not been @ fortnight at  fea, before the fatal confe-
quence of 1his defpair cppeared, they formed a defign of reco- .
wering their natural right, Liberty, by raifing and murdering
svery man on boaard; but the goodnefs of the Almighty render-
¢d their fcbeme abortive, and bis mercy fpared us to have time
10 repent: The plot awaus difeovered 5 the ring leader tied by the
{tevo thumbs ever the barricado deor, at fum rife received a
number of lafbes 5 in this fituation be remained till fun-jet,
expofed to the infults and barbarity of the brutal crew of faid-
ors, with fullleavve to exercife their cruelty at pleafure : The
confequence was, the next morning the miferable fufferer avas
\found dead, fleed from the fboulders to the waift. T he next
widlim was a youth, who fremtos firong a Jenfe of his mi-
ery refufed nourifbment and died difregarded and unnoticad till
#he pogs bad fed on part of his flefl.

J T
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of? Is there ho fuch principle as compaflion
there? Do you never feel another’s pain? |
Have you no fympathy? No fenfe of human
woe? No pity for the miferable? When you |
faw the flowing eyes, the heaving breft, or
the bleeding fides and tortured limbs of your
tellow-creatures. Was you a ftone or 2

brute? Did you look upon them with the

eyes of a tiger? When you fqueezed the a-
gonizing creatures down inthe thip, or when

you threw their poor mangled remains into
the fea, had you no relentings? Did not
one tear drop from youreye, one figh e~
fcape from your breaft? Do you feel no re-
lenting now? If you do not, you muft go

- on till the meafure of your iniquities is full.

Then will the great God deal with you, as
you have dealt with them, and require all

. their blood at your hands. And at that day-

1f

it thall be more tolerable for Sodoin and
somorrah than for you: Butif your hearg!
does refent; tho”in a fmall degree, know it;
1s acall fromthe God of Love. And to-day,
you hear his voice, harden not your
heart-—-To day refolve, Ged being your
helper to efcape for your life---Regard notﬁ
money: All that a man hath will he give
for his life. Whatever you lofe, lofe not
your loul; nothing can countervail that lofs.
Ime-



e e ~

Immediately quit the horrid trade: At all
events be un honeft man.

This equally concerns every merchant
who is engaged in the flave-trade. It1s you
that induce the African villain to fell hus
‘countrymen; and in order thereto, to fteal,
‘rob, murder men, women and children
‘without number: by cnabling the Englith
wvillain to pay him for fo doing; whom you
‘over pay for his execrable labour. It1s your
‘money, that is the {pring of all, that impow=
ers him to go on, fo that whatever he or the

African does in this matter, 1s all your aét
and deed. And 1s your confcience quite re~
‘conciled to this? Does it never reproach you
‘at ali? Has gold entirely blinded your eyes
and ftupified your heart? Can youlee, can

TR < . .

you feel no harm therein? Isit doing as you
would be done to ? Makethe cale your own.
%< Mafter (faid a flave at Liverpool to the
#¢ merchant that owned him) what if fome

< of my countrymen were to come here,

: [y
A AN

|
- ¢ Tommyand mafter Billy, and carry them
| ¢ into our country and make them flaves,

deteft-

¢ and take away my miftrefs, and maiter |

<< how would you like it?”” His anfwer was
- worthy of aman: *Iwill never buy a flave
s more while I live.” O let his refolution
be yours' Have no more any part in this
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deteftable bufinefs. Inftantly leave it ta
thofe unfeeling wretches, ¢ who laugh at
«« humanity and compaffion.” ‘
And this equally concerns every perfon
who has an eftate in our American plantati-
ons: Yea all {lave-holders of whatever rank
and degree; feeing men-buyers are exacily
 onalevel with men-ftealers. Indeed you fay, -
«« 1 pay honeltly for my goods; and Iam
¢ not concerned to know how they are
“ come by.” Nay but you are: You are
deeply concerned, to know that they are
not ftolen: Otherwife you are partaker with
a thief, and are not a jot honefter than him.
But you know they are not honeftly come
by: Ycu know they are procured by means
nothing near {o innocentas picking of pock-
ets, houfe breaking, or robbery upon the
highway. You know they are procured by
a deliberate feries of more complicated vil-
- lainy (of fraund, robbery and murder) than
‘was ever practifed either by Mahometans
or Pagans; in particular by murders of all
kinds; by the blood of the innocent poured
upon the ground like water. Now it is your '
money that pays the merchant, and thro’
him the captain and African butchers. You
therefore are guilty: Yea principally guilty,
of all thefe frauds, robberics, and murdersy.'
You are the fpring that puts all the reft i
) moticn 3

LTI
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5§30tion; they would not ftir a iep without you ~—Therew

your head. T'he blood of thy brother, (for whether thou
wilt believe it or no, fuch he is in the fight of him that
made him) crieth agaiaft thee from the earth, from the
- dhip and from the waters. O! whatever it coft, putaftop
- to 1ts cry, before it be too late. Inftantly, at any price,
_ were it the half of thy goods, deliver thy felf from blood
guiltinefs! Thy hands, thy bed, thy farniture, thy houfe,
thy land, are at prelent flained with blood. Surely it ig
' enough; accumulate no more guilt: Spill Ro more the
~ blood of the innoceat! Do not hire another to thed blood?
Do not pay him for doing it! Whether thou art a Chriftian
or no, fhew thy felf a man; be not more favage than a
liop or a bear. | -
Perhaps thou wilt fay, ¢ I do not buy any NEcroEs:
“¢ ] paly ufe thofeleft me by my father.” Butisitencugh
to fatisfy your own confcience! Had your father, have you,
~has any man living, a right to ufe another as a Slave? It
' cannot be, even fetting REVEL A TTON afide. It
cannot be, that either war, or contra&, can give any man
fuch a property in another as he has in his fheep and oxen:
Much lefs is it poflible, that any child of man, fhould ever
»be born a Slave. Liberty is the right of every human
' creature, as foon as he breathes the vital air, And no
'haman law can deprive him of that right, which he de-
~ gives from the law of nature. If therefore you have any
regard to juftice, (to {ay nothing of mercy, nor of the re-
' wealed law of G QD) render unto sll their due. Gfive Li-
berty to whom Liberty is due, that is to every child of
man, to every partaker of human nature. Let none ferve
'you but by his own a& and deed, by his own veluntary
choice, away with whips, chains, and all compulfion.
Be gentle towards all men. And fee that you invariably
'do unto every one, as you would he fhould do unto you.

‘fore the blood qf all thefe wretches, who die before their |
time, whether in their country or elfewhere, lies upon |

o . ——

T R

S O S

- RN FRSE T SR R -






