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ADVERTISEMENT.

n1s little work was originally

intended for the ufe of fome
young perfons, with whom I am
conneted. During a vifit I paid
laft year to THE BisHor or CHES-
TER (DR. PORTEDS) at his delight-
‘ful parfonage at Hunton in Keant, I

thowed his Lordfhip a fketch of the

firft and fecond chapter, and gave '

him a general account of what 1
meant to introduce in the fequel.
He {aid that fomething of this kind
was much wantedy; and that a
comprehenfive view of the princi-

A 2 pal
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pal evidences of CHRISTIANITY,

drawn up in fuch a manner as to

fix the attention without fatiguing
it, might be highly ufeful in efta-
blithing the religious principles of
our youth, at their firft entrance
into the world. He was pleafed to
exprefs, in pretty ftrong terms, his
approbation of my whole plan, and
cf the cﬂ:ccution, as far as he had
icen 1t. Ile f.:_wqured me, both at
that iktimc, and afterwards, in fhe,
courlc of our correfpondénce, with"
importaﬁt hints for the manage-
mecnt of fome partb of the {ubje&. -
And he defired me to finith the

performance as {oon as poflible, and
iend 1t to the prefs.

[
1
[
-
1
. 1
1
1 5
1
5
1 1
1
1 1 1
1 1
1
[
. | .
1 |
|



ADVERTISEMENT. \

ON the ftrength of this encou-
ragement chiefly, I have ventured
to make it publick., And to His
LorDSHIP, AS A SMALL, BUT
AFFECTIONATE, MEMORIAL OF
THE FRIENDSHIP WITH WHICH
HE HAS LONG HONOURED ME,
AND TO WHICH I AM INDEBTED
FOR SOME OF THE HAPPIEST
DAYS OF Mx LIFE, I BEG LEAVE
TO INSCRIBE IT. |

, ' J. BEATTIE.
'178611
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INTRODUCTION.

g AT there is in the world, and
that for more than {eventeen
hundred years there has been, a RE-
LicioN called Turg CHRIsTIAN, Wil
hardly be controverted :  and that it
muft have derived 1ts origin from {ome
perfon or perfons, who introduced and
taught it, feems to be equally certain,
and will not be denied by thofe who

allow a caufe to be neceflury to the
produétion of an effe&t. |

Tris religion, fay the Chriftians,
derives its origin from Jesus CHRIST ;
a perfon of unequalled wifdom, unex-

ampled goodnefs, and f{upernatual
VOL. I B POWET ;



= INTRODUCTION.

power ; who taught it to his difciples,
commanding them to preach it in all
nations. This religion, {ays the Infi-
del, admitting that Jefus introduced
it, derives 1its origin from impofture
and falfehood, and owes 1ts continu-
ance to the enthufialm, the knavery,

and the folly of mankind.

THe tendency of this religion, fay
1ts enemies, 1s to darken and bewilder
the underftanding, to 1nterrupt the
pleafures of life, to confound human
affairs, to debafe the mind by fuper-
ftition, and to make men timorous
and cruel. The tendency of this re-
ligion, fay they who are better ac-
quainted with it, is to enlighten the
mind with true wifdom; to banifh {u-
perftition; to promote univerfal right-

eoufnefs, charity, and peace; to com-
fort
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fort us in adverfity, and give profpe-
rity 1ts higheft relith; to encourage
the moft tranfporting hopes, with full

affurance that they will not be difap-

pointed ; to reprefs every malevolent
and every evil paffion; to make men,

whatever their outward circumitances
may be, refigned and thankful; and,
in 2 word, to promote their happinefs,

both in time, and through al] eter-
nity.

Orinions fo oppofite cannot both

be true ; and they, who have the means
of knowing the truth, ought to inquire
on which fide it lies. If this religion
be from heaven, to be indifferent
about it 1s inexcufable, and muft be
dangerous. And no man is entitled

to fay, that it is not from heaven, till
he have ftudied 1ts evidence and doc-

B 2 . trines,
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trines, and found the former infufm-

cient to fatisfy a fair mind, and the
latter unworthy of a aivine onginal.
To refufe to believe, or inquire about
this religion, becaufe one may have
read or heard fome things plaufibly
written or {aid againft it, would be as
uncandid, as to refule all informaton
concerning my character, for example,
except that which i1s known to have
been given by my mortal enemy. Be-
tween the two cafes, however, there
1s this cifference; and a very confider-
able one 1t ieems to be. To the
oreater part of mankind it is a matter
cf no moment to be informed, whe-
ther I be honefc, or the contrary, a
man of fenfe, eor a2 iool. But if the
Chruiian religion be true, and thatit is
falfe has not vet been proved, it muft
be a marer of infinite concern to us

> all,

‘ -



INTRODUCTION. ;

all, that it be accurately ftudied and
well underftood.

IN defence of Chriftianity many ex-
cellent books have been written; by
Grotius, Clarke, Locke, Lardner, But-
ler, Weit, Lyttelton, Sherlock, and
others, whofe integrity and learning
will not be called in queftion. The
defien of this little work is, not to fu-
perfede as unneceffary, but to recom-
mend, and {erve as an introdution to,
the perufal of thofe great authors; by
fhowing as plainly, and as briefly as
I can, to every candid reader, and
efpecially to the young, that the evi-

dence of this religion is at leaft ftrong
enough to merit attentton and delibe-
rate inquiry. If I can accomplifh even
this purpofe, I fthall do fervice to a
caufe, which, as a friend to mankind,

B 3 I have
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I have always had very much at heart.
I‘or, from f{everal converfations which
1t has been my chance to have with
unbelievers, I have learned, that 1g-

norance of the nature of our rehgiom,
and a difinclinaton to ftudy both it

and its evidence, are to be reckoned
among the chief caufes of infidelty.

I nave fometunes met with little
practical treatfes called Ten minuses
aavice—to thofe who are about to en-
gace in fuch or fuch an enterprife.
Thofe performances may have their
ufe, though they fhould not contain a
full detail of the bufinefs alluded  to.

I mean to give Two bours advice~—to
that perfon, who may be in danger
from the books, or from the company,
of infidels, and is candid enough to de-
fire to be informed, in few words,

whether
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whether the evidence on the other
fide be fo plaufible as to deferve the
notice of a rational mind. If I fhall
fatisfy him that it is, he will naturally
lay me afide, and have recourfe, for

further Information, to thofe authors
who have gone through the whole fub-

je¢t, and illuftrated and proved many
things, which the narrownefs of my
plan permits me only to affirm, or
perhaps only to hint at. And, which
1s far the moft important part of the
whole procedure, he will at the fame
time REVERENTLY CONSULT thofe Sa-
cred Oracles, which contain the hif-
tory of Divine Revelation; and which
he will find, more frequently, perhaps,
and more fully, than he could have
imagined, to carry their own evidence
along with them. And when he has
done all this, in the {pirit of candour,

B 4 and
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and with an humble and docile mind,
and a {incere defire to know the truth
and nis duty, I may venture to affure
him, that he will not regret the tirne

he has employed in the ftudy, and
that from the writings or converfation

of unbelievers his faith will never be 1n
danger any more.

Tre reader now fees what 1s aimed
at in this little book. If he think my
pretenfions too high, or my hopes too
fanguine, he will allow, however, that,
as the {ubject of a free government, I
have an undoubted right (though a
layvman) to publith, whether they be
attended to or not, the realons which
have determined me to adhere to that
religion wherein I had the happinefs to
be educated.



CHAP L

REVELATION IS USEFUL AND NECES-
| SARY.

HE evidence of the Chriftian re-
* ligion is a fubje&t -of great ex-
tent: all I purpofe to do 1s, to give a
fummary view of it. I do not mean
to produce proof for every one of the
affertions I may make concerning mat-
ters of fact: for this would require 2
great deal of time. But knowing,
that to the beft caufe every fort of mii-
reprefentation 1s injurious, I fhall be
careful to advance nothing as certain,
but what does admit of proof, and has

atually been proved by the learned
: authors,
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authors, who have diftinguithed them-
felves on the fide of truth in this con-
troverfy.

Turs evidence has been divided
into external and internal: the former
arifing from prophecy, miracles, and
hiftorical teftimony; the latter, from
the peculiar charaéter, and intrinfick
excellency of the Chriftian religion.
Some authors have enlarged chiefly on
the one {ort of evidence, and fome on

the other ; and fome have been equal-
ly attentive to both. I f{hall fpeak,
firft, of the external evidence, and, fe-

condly, of the internal ; though occa-
fionally perhaps, and in order to

avold prolixity and needlefs repeti-
tion, I may fpeak of both at the fame
time.

Tir
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T ue firft thing to be enquired into
is, the importance and ufefulnefs of Di-
vine Revelation. For, if {fuch a thing
be ufeful and important, and even ne-
ceffary to man, it muft be fuitable to
the Divine wildom and goodnefs to be-
{tow it,

r. Ir man had perfevered in his pri-

mitive innocence ; if human principles
and practice had no influence on hu-
man happinefs, or on each other; and
if ignorance, inattention, and preju-
dice, if fuperftitition and fenfuahty, if
favage life and fanguinary paffions, had
no tendency to corrupt men’s opinions,
to pervert their reafon, and to plunge
them into guilt and wretchednefs ;=

on thefe fuppofitions, I fhould readily
admit, that there 1s no need of revela-
rion, But from daily experience, and

from
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from the hiftory of men in all ages, it
appears, that not one of the things now
{fuppoled is agreeable to fact.

TaaT man -did not perfevere in
innocence, requires no proof. ‘That
corrupt principles and criminal prace
tice lead to mifery, and truth and vir-
tue to happinefs, i1s as evident, as that
order 1s preferable to confufion, fecu-
rity to danger, and a wife and good
man to a barbarian or wild beaft.
‘That, even though our intentions be
cood, we muft miftake our dury, if
we are ignorant of the nature of that
being who i1s the objeét of it, will not
be doubted by thofe who have obferv-

ed, that we muft believe a man to be

.

our parent or benefadtor, before we
can be {enfible that we owe him the

duty of gratitude or filial affeltion.
And
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And that men’s notions of zll the ob-
jeéts of duty, of their Creator, their
fellow-creatures, and themfelves, are
liable to be perverted, and’ in every
country unenhghtened by revelation
have been perverted, by the weaknefs
of the human underflanding, by the
force of prejudice and pafifion, by Vic_:e;
by 1nattention, by fuperftition, and by
ignorance, the hiftory of mankind proves
to be a melancholy, but inconteftable
truth.

Twurs being granted, it will follow,

that a revelation, which reétifies and
afcertains men’s notions of the feveral
objeéts of duty, by explaining the na-
ture of God and of man, and by in-
forming their confcience with refpelt
to particular duties, muft be highly
important and beneficial; and muft

cven
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even be neceffary to the atrainment of
that degree of happinefs and virtue,
whereof human nature appears to be

fufceptible, and for which, therefore,
we may prefume that man was made.

o. Tue character of the Supreme
Being, and the nature and deftination
of man, muft be very imperfeltly

known to thofe who have received no
pofitive information concerning the
reality of a future {tate, and 1ts con-

neftion with the prefent. Now this
1s a pownt on which all the evidences
colle¢ted by human reafon, while un-
aided by divine light, amount to no-
thing higher than probable conjeture.
But that better evidence, in fo inte-
refting a matter, muft be a defirable
thing, will be acknowledged by all
men :—unlels there be men who be-

lieve
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lieve that a future f{tate is an -abfolute
impoflibility. Revelation, therefore,
feems to be neceffary, to give fuch
evidence of another life, and {fuch in-
telligence concerning it, as may vindi-
cate the divine goodnefs and wifdom
with refpect to the conftitution of the
prefent; and fuch as may alfo prove
a comfort to good men, and a reftraint
on the paflions of the wicked ; and
{uch, moreover, as may ferve for a {o-
lemn intimation to all men, that their
behaviour 1n this ftate of trial is to
them a matter of infinite importance.
‘That this Iaft confideration ftrengthens
morality, or promotes at leaft the
peace of f{ociety, and, confequently,
the happinefs of mankind, feems to be
admitted by the enemies as well as by
the friends of religion. Elfe how can

we account for that favourite notion
of
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of the 1infidel, that religion was con-
trived, and 18 pqtromfed by politicians,
in order to overawe the world, and

malke the paflions of men more ma-
nageable ¢

2. ReveraTion 1s further necefiary,
to explain on what terms we may
‘hope for pardon, confiftently with the
perfeftion of divine juftice.  Of the
neceflity of expiation for gult, all
mankind feem to have had an idea;
as appears from the univerfal ufe of
{acrifices. But, from the multitude
of the pagan expiatory rites ; from the
abfurdity of all, and the 1mplety of
many of them ; and efpecml] from the
circumftance of their confulting oracles
on the fubjeét of atonement; We may
warrantably infer, not only their lcrho—

rance of duty in this’ partlcqlar, but
o  alfo
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alfo their conicioufnefs of that igno-
rance. -And fome of their beft philo-
fophers of the Socratic {chool feemed
to think, that, till God thould be pleafed
to reveal his will in an extraordi-
nary manner, 1t would be impofiible
for man to know what religious fer~
vice would be moft acceptable to him.
To thofe, who were fo wile, and fo
candid, as to think and fpeak in this
manner, may we not prefume, that the
Chriftian dotrine of repentance and
faith, if they had rightly underftood i,
and if they had known its evidence,
would have been a2 moft welcome dif-
covery ¢

To our infidels, indeed, 1t i1s not
welcome; for they fay they have no
need of it: being, it feems, fully fa-
tisfied, that, however ignorant Socra-

vOL, I. c tes
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-y

tes might confefs himfelf to .be, they
have all the knowledge that man has
occalion for. And yet, if it had not
been for this manifeftation of divine
orace and truth, they would, proba-
bly, at this day, have been confulting
oracles, offering incenfe to idols, or
perhaps, like many of our remote
forefathers, polluting the creation: with.
human facrifices. Certain it 1s, that
in thefe things no material reforma-
vion was ever introduced, or attempted,
by ‘the philofophers of old. That
men fhould worfhip the gods, and per-
form the facrifices, and other rites, as
by law eftablithed, was the doltrine
not of Pythagoras and Epi&ctus‘only;
but of Cicero, a wifer, or more lgarned
man, at leaft, than either, and even Qf
Socrates himielf, the wifeft of them

ally- . So, that, if phllofophy had becq
. 14 man’s.

v
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man’s only guide, it is probable, nay

it is more than probable, that idolatry
would at this day have been his re-

ligion.

4. RevErLaTIiON 15 vet further ne-
ceflary, in order to make the whole of
human duty not only krown, but ob-
vious to all capacities. The beft heathen
moralifts acknowledged their igno-
rance in fome points of duty; and
their knowledge they had not power
to enforce upon the common people,
who, In ancient times, were very illi~
terate, having rarely accefs to books,
whereof there were then but few in
the world. Though they had poffeffed
fich power, and been all of the fame
mind, which was by no means the
cale; and though they had not been
prompted, as moft of them were, by

| c2 pride,
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pride, vanity, or the fpirit of contra-~
diftion, to introduce new f{yftems,. yet
their labours could have but little ef-
fect. Such arguments as they-had to
offer, the greater part of mankind
could not underftand. For, in fa&,
the common pecople, 1n general, are
not capable of perceiving the force of
arguments, efpecially when the rea-
{foning is complex, and relates to mat-
ters {fo remote from {enfe as the truths
of morality and religion. Of this
{fome ancient lawgivers, as Mincs of
Crete, and Numa of Rome, were {o
fenfible, that they thought it prudent
to afcribe to their inftitutions a divine
ariginal, pretending that they received
them from the gods.

I po not mean to fay, that the. doc-

trines of the philofophers, particularly
of
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of Socrates, and the better fort of

Steicks, did no good. What Socrates
taught, or rather conmjectured, concern-
ing the immortality of the foul; and
what both he and the Stoicks deliver-
ed, though not always clearly or con~
fiftently, with refpeét to the divine €x-
iftence, providence, omniprefence, and
omnipotence, was, no doubt, of ufe
in diffipating fome of thofe clouds of

fuperftition and error which then
overfhadowed the nations. But, as a

fyltem of natural religion and moral
duty, all antient philofophy was very
incomplete, as Socrates well knew ;

nor was 1t accompanied with evidence
or authority fufficient to raife the at-
tention, or convince the underftanding
of any, except perhaps of a few fpe-:
culative men: and even they were
inclined, as Lactantius, Cicero, and

C 3 Ariftotle
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Ariftotle * teflify, to make 1t a fubject
of declamation and difpute, and a mere
tongue-exercife, rather than a rule of
life. Indeed, if we believe Laertius,
who though neither an elegant nor a
judicious writer, yet deferves praife as
a colle€tor of anecdotes; nay, if we
believe Cicero, to whofe judgment
more refpect is due ; we muft alfo be-
lieve, that the greater part of thofe,
whom antiquity honoured with the
name of philofophers, were men of
loofe principles and bad morals. Many
of them difgraced human reafon by
their profligate tenets and {fophifti-
cal wrangling; and fome of them, by
their impudence, buffoonery, and
beaftlinefs, were a difgrace to human
nature.

* La&tantius, iii. 15, 16. Cicero, Tufc.
Quaeft. il. 4. Arft. Ethic, 11, 3.
Bur,
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'Bu'r,' even from the Beft: of?iﬂ&éhﬂi
avhat was' to be expected in behalf of
the common people, that is; of Hizk-
kind? Socrates was the fnolt pspular,
-and, in all refpects, the leaft excep-
tionable -teacher of heathen morahty,.
He Eaucrnt that is, convcrff:d in puth:
as weéll - as in private; and all - who
chofe it “were permitted 'to attertd hitii.
But- he never f'ct himfelf up as a gé-
neral reformer; -nor- -did he: pretend to
more wifdom than other men. And,
as the charms of his convetfation drew
the - chief men of Athens around him,
we may prefume, that the conithon
people, probably not very curious to
know what he faid, would keé¢p at 2
diftance. Befides, his peculiar way of
reafoning, by queftion and aniwét,
though as fair and fatisfaltory as can
be, is better {uited to the purpofe of
h < 4 inftructing
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infiruéting a imall circle of friends.
converling familiarly and at letlure,
than of conveying knowledge to the
common people.

ArouT the common people the Sto-
icks gave themfelves no trouble, but
fecem to have confidered them as-
iittle better than beafts*. Some of
their paradoxes would appear, from
their extreme abfurdity, to have been
rontrived ‘on purpofe to exclude the
herd of mankind from the fublime
myfteries of that philofophy. = And
many of their tencts they wrapt up in
ftrange language (for they were very -
licentious in the ufe of words); and
they fo perplexed the human intelle¢t
by frivolous difputation, that their
- *Gge Mrs. Carter’s learned and elegant Intm;
“dultion to the Tranflation of Arrian’s Epictetus.

* teaching
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teaching could not be generally ufe-
ful ; nay, even to thofe men of learn-
ing who had made it their ftudy, it
muft have been in many particulars
unintelligible.  Cicero, indeed, in his
book of moral duties, explained the
practical part of their moral philofo-
phy, 1n a clear and elegant ftyle ; and,
by {o doing, enriched his native tongue
with the beft fyftem of Pagan morality
extant. Yet ftill it is an imperfe&
fytem; and for a great part of it he
~ was indebted, not to the Stoicks,
whom, though he followed, he did
not follow as a tranflator, but to Plato,

Ariftotle, and his own good {enfe.

THoucH the Stoicks had bécn bet-
ter qualified than they were for the
office of publick teachers, the people

would not have greatly profited by
what
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what they taught.—— That externdl
things are neither good- nor’ évil;
and that to be ftretched on a rack, or
to repofe on a bed of rofes, are,” to
a wife man, matters of eqgual- and
abfolute indifference ; is a tenet which
the generality of mankind couid_:hardn
ly believe, and which, 1f ‘they “did
believe 1t, was more likely to do
them harm than good. For from
this principle .1t would requrre ho
profound fkill 1n logick (and the Sto-
icks were deep logicians) to infer, that
by robbing a wife man of his money,
cutting off his leg or arm, ftealing his
child, or murdering his friend, they
only took that from him on which he
{et no value.~—That men ought to be
refigned to the divine will, but that,
when any thing vexed them, they had
an undoubted right to make away with
‘ | them-




AND NECESSARY. ay

themielves, after the example of Zeno,
who 1n a pet hanged himfelf, becaufe
he had hurt his finger *; would; to a
man of plain fenfe, appear neither
very confiftent dofirine, nor very be-
neficial.—That the Deity is fuperior
to fate, and that fate 1s {uperior to
the Deity, 1s not more confiftent; and
that the world 1s God, or at leaft his
body or fubftance, is an aphoriim that
throws no great light on the firft prin-
ciples of theology.—That the foul is
immortal, is affirmed by Seneca ; who
alfo affirms that death 1s nothing, and
reduces every thing to nothing, and
that the tranquillity of the dead is the
fame with that of thofe who are not
born +,—That at death we return to
the elements théncc we came, and lofe

* Diogenes Laertius.
1+ De Confolat. ad Marc, cap. 1g.

all
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all perfonal exiftence ; that there 1s no
future punithment or reward, and that
it 1s no matter whether there be any
or not; are dofirines of the fame
fchool, alike unfriendly to happineis
and to virtue.-——That pity is unworthy
of 2 wife man, 1s a firange leflon
inculcate on beings fo frail as we are,
who ftand fo much 1n need of the com-
paflion and kindne{s of one another:
ver this was taught by the follow-
ers of Zeno.—And that human {ouls
are part of the divine efience, and
thzt 2 man may become equal, and
in fome refpelts fuperior, to the Dei-
tv :—Is this =zudacious and 1impious
reret Dixely to have any other efect
then to caenfh pride and preiumpnon
fo extravagan:, zs to harden the heart
D -

agzinit everv amiable affedtion, and

i
¥

mzse the underfianding equally impa-
qent
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e:ent to hear, and incapable to recerwe,
+he dictates of true wifdom ?

In falt, notwithitanding the morals
of fome of them, which I am not anx~
ious to find fault with, and the beauty
of many of their fentiments, which I
readily acknowledge, I am in doubt,
whether, as teachers of the common
pcople, they would not have been as
blind guides as even the Epicureans
themielves. The doftrines of the lat-
ter were downright atheifm : and thofe
of the former plainly lead to ir; as
indeed every form of faife philofophy
muic do, thar reaches men to think

nd {peak irreverendy of the Supreme
B'EL*C" and to deny a2 future fizte of
remmbution.  Of the Stoicks, therefore,-
Milton, who knew them well, {poke
nesther
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neither rafhly nor too feverely, when
he faid;

Alas ! what ean they teach, and not miflead,
Ignorant of themf{elves, of God much more ?
Much of the foul they talk, but all awry ;

And in themfelves feek virtue, and to them-
felves

All glory arrogate, to God give none.
ParapIsE REGAINED.

BvT, when the fulnefs of the time
was <come, THE I EACHER OF THE
PooR did at laft appear: not, like
the Stoick, proud, hard-hearted, and
difputatious; but, like the Son of
God, meek and unaftefted, compaf-
fionate and lowly, divinely benevo-
lent and divinely wife. < Go,” {faid
he, to two of John’s diiciples, who had
come to afk whether he was the Mef-
fiah, < Go your way, and tell Johd
‘ what- things ye have feen and heard ;
. ¢ how
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« how that the blind fee, the lame walk,
< the lepers are cleanfed, the deaf hear,
¢ the dead are raifed, ard good tidings
¢ are preached to the poor.” - All this
had been foretold by the prophet Ifaiah ;
- and 1 Jefus the prophecy was ful-
 filled. And his dofrine was diftin-
ouifhed from that of all other teach-
ers, not only by its intrinfick excel-
lence, and by thofe mighty works that
bore teftimony to its truth, but alfo by
its being in fo peculiar a manner ad-
drefled to the poor, and fuited to their
capacity, and confequently to that of
all the reft of mankind. His birth
was announced, not to the great ones
of the earth, but to fhepherds. On
poverty of {ipirit, or lowlinefs of mind,
which is indeed the feusdation of the
Chriftian character, he pronounced. a
particular benediftion: his fervants he

chole
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chofe from among the poor: and, by
the eftablithment of a church, he pro-
vided a perpetual fucceflion of mini-
fters, who fhould preach the gofpel to
the poor, and to all other ranks of
men, to the end of the world. In con-
fequence of this moft gracious ddpen-
fation, the meaneit of the Chriftizn
people, 1f 1t is not their own fault,
may, in all ordinary cafes, learn jufter
notions of virtue and vice, of God and
mnan, of providence and a future ftate,
than the molt learned philofopher cauld
ever attain in the days of paganiiin.
Can thefe falts be denied? And in
him who admits them is it pofiible
that any doubts fhould remain, cancern-
ang the ufefulnefs of divine revelation,
or the Infinite importance of that
which 1s brought to light by the gol-
pel ? '
‘ LET
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"Ler not then the infidel pretend,
that human reafon i1s alone {uffi-
cient to difcover the whole of man’s
duty, and eitablith in the world a2 com-

plete or ecomfortable fyftem of natural

religion. For it 15 certain, that, even
in the moft polite nations, unafiifted
reafon never did this, and, in the opi-
nion of Socrates, never could. And
of barbarous nations i1t will not be
faid, that their reafon ever made im-

portant difcoveries of any kind. And
it deferves particular notice, that what

~our infidels call natural religion, is in

a great meafure, as Rouffeau himfelf
acknowledges, derived from that very
fcripture, which thf:y abfurdly and wick-
edly re_]e& -1 do not--mean, that.
their 1deas on this {ubject are acquired
by an actual perufal of holy writ. In this
ftudy it i1s to be feared that few or

VOL. I. D none
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none of them ever made great profi-
ciency. ‘Thole ideas they derive from
impreffions made on their minds in
infancy and early youth; when, to-
gether with the humility and can-
dour, 1t 1s probable they alfo had,
what every Chriftian muft have, the
teachablenefs, of httle children. The
writings too, and the converfation of
Chriftians, to which, in thefe parts of
the world, they muft fommeuames attend,

r

may convey to them principles, which
they admit as rational, though per-
haps they might be inclined to over-
look, 1t they knew them to be {crip-
tural.

Ir revelation be f{o highly import-
ant, it 15 moit fuitable to the wil<
dom and mercy of God to beftow it;

and {fome perfons even of the hea-
then,
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then, particularly Socrates, were not
without hope, that one time or other
it would be beftowed. So far was
that great man from afferting the {uf-
ficiency of his knowledge, with refpect
either to divine or to human things,
that, though by no means a fceprick,
he ufed, through excefs of modefty,
to fay, that he knew nothing but his
own ignorance. He taught, that the
cods grant extraordinary communica-
tions of wifdom to thefe to whom they
zre propitious: and recommended it
to his friends to have recourfe to ora-
cles, and other religious rites, 1n or-
der to obtain from heaven fuch necef-
fary or ufeful 1information as hurmnan
reafon was not of itfelf able to {upply *.
Indeed the oracles, divinations, and

* Xeﬁop}z. Memorab, lo. I

D2 auguries,
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auguries, fo much attended to by the

pagan world, prove, as already hinted,
their confcioufnefs of their own igno-
rance, and of the need that mankind
have of {upernatural illumination.

Or their oracles we know hittle, and

can affirm nothing but what partakes
more or lefs of conjecture. That they

were the contrivance of preft-craft,
has been faid, and may in part be
true. It has alfo been faid, that de-
mons had a concern in them; and this
no confiderate perfon will affirm to be
impoffible.  Perhaps they may have
been permitted by Providence to keep
up in the minds of men a fenfe of the
infufficiency of human reafon, and t
mak: them think, as Socrates did,
tha: civine revelation ‘was, at leaft, a

deiirzble thing. This is certain, that
| ' Sqcrates
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Socrates had faith in them; that, though
fome of their anfwers might eafily be

accounted for, others are rather extra-
ordinary ; that Providence did, for a
time, permit them; and that, foon af-
ter the great revelaton took place,

they became umiverfally filent. Thefe
falts deferve the attenuon of thofe who

reje& the gofpel.

Bur, however defirable revelation
may be, and however beneficial, we
muft not have the prefumpton to think
that the Deity is odliged to beftow it
For this we have no better reafon than |
to fuppofe that he was obliged to create
man at firft; or that he is under any
neceflary determination, anlfling from
the perfe@ion of his nature, to make
men archangels, or to make all men
equal in rank or fagacity. His dif-

D3 penfations
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penfations of benevolence and grace are
all gratuitous. We - have nothing but
what we have received from him, and

what he might have with-held, with-
out any imputation on his goodneis, or

any diminution of his eternal and un-
alterable felicity.

Nor is it poflible for us to judge
how far 1t may be confiftent with the
views of his providence, to make this
revelation univerfal. Its good effecls
may be {o, though it 1s not univerfally
known : forit teaches, that perfons who

-‘l

Lived long before our Lord appeared on
carth, and who never heard of his

name, may be faved by his merits..

TH1s being admitted, no conclufion
unfavourable to Chrittianity can be
drawn from the circumflance of its

being
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being known in fome parts only of the
world, and not known till four thou-
fand years after the creation. For if
it had been known one thoufand, or
three thoufand years fooner, a captious
mind might ftill afk, why it was not

earlier, and coeval with mankind, or
at lealt with the fall. Whatever con-

cerns man muft have a beginning ;
and that Being who governs the unit-

- verfe, who alone perfeltly knows his
own counfels, and who fees at once
the paft, the prefent, and the future,
can alone determine when any particu-~
lar difpenfation of Providence ought
to begin; how quick or how flow it
ought-to be 1n its progrefs ; and when

it 1s to be completed. Many difcove-
ries, beneficial to mankind, have been

made In modern times. How abfurd
would 1t be to fuppofe the recency of

D 4 a dif-
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a difcovery an argument againft 1its
utefulnefs ; or againft the goodnefs of
God in giving man the power of mak-
ing it now, rather than at an earlier
period?  Every thing here is progref-
five. If at once, and in the beginning,
man had received all the good things
that a gracious Creator had deftined for
him, this life could not have been a

{tate of probation; and we;, having no
defires ungratified, no faculues unim-
proved, and nothing further to hope or

ro tear, muft have been equally incapa-
ble of activity and of happinefs.
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THE GOSPEL HISTORY IS TRUE,

T HE gofpel hiftory being con-
veyed to us in writing, the only

poflible way in which it could be fafely
conveyed through the long {ucceffion
of feventeen hundred vyears, its evi-
dences muft, in part, depend on human
teftimony. In fome refpects, however,
they are peculiar, and differ matenally
from thofe of other hiftories. No cir-
cumftance of the life of Juhus Cafar ;
the battle of Pharfalia, for example,

the deftru@®ion of the Nervii, or the
invafion
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invafion of Britain; 1s alluded to, fo
far 2s I know, in any writing previous
to the birth of that commander : but
many of the falts recorded 1n the gof-
pel, though fee}ningly of far lefs mag-
nitude, bear a firiking refemblance to
evenrs foretold by Jewifh prophets,
who lived {feveral hundred years be-
iore the birth of Chnift., Tke parti-
culars of Caiar’s life, the {peeches he
made, and the great tranfactions he
was engaged in, made no material al-
teraticn, except perhaps for the worfe,
in the manners or fentiments of man-
ikind. But the things that were done,
and the doétrines that were taught, by

tne fuppofcd- fon of a carpenter of Ju-
dea, and by fome fithermen his friends,
produced a moft important change, for
the better, 1n human. fentiments and
nanners; a change diffufed through

many
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many nations, and of which we at this
day fee and feel the confequences.

THE evidences of the gofpel, there-
fore, are to be treated very differ-
ently from thofe of other hiftorical
records. I fhall firft confider it, merely
as a portion of ancient hiftory. Se-
condly, I fhall {peak of it as the ac-
complifhment. of certain prophecies.
And I fhall afterwards inquire, whether
it may not be further confirmed, by
the pecuhar excellency of the know-
ledge we derive from it, as well as by
the extraordinary changes introduced
by 1t into the fyftem of human -af-
fairs. ; '

SEC-
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SECTION 1.

The Gofpel confidered as a portion of
ancient hiftory.

A s a fhort preface to what I have
to fay on the evidence of the
gofpel, confidered as a portion of an-

cient hiftory, 1t may be proper to fet
down  the following remarks on tefti

mony.

It 1s natural for man to {peak as he
thinks ; and 1t 1s eafy too, like walk-
ing forward. One may walk back-
ward or fideways; but it 1s uneafy,
and a fort of force upon nature : and
the fame thing 1s true of f{peaking or

declaring
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declaring what is contrary to one’s be-
lief. At leaft this is the general rule.
Long prattice in falfehood, ar in walk-
- ing ideways or backward, may no doube

render 1t eafy ; but ir requires long prac-
tice to make it fo.

V/E naturally believe what qthers
teli us. We truft the word of a man
of whofe honefty we have had expe-
rience ; but we alfo credit teftimony
previous to experience: for children
who have leaft experience are moft

credulous. It is from having expe-
rienced the dithonefty of men, and the

motives that tempt them to falfify, that
we come to diftruft or difbelieve what
they fay.

In general, when we doubt a man’s
word, we have always one or other of

thelg
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thefe four reafons for it: we think,
that what he fays is incredible or im-
probable ; or that there i1s fome tempt-

ation or motive which inclines him in
the prefent cafe to wviolate truth; or
that he is not a competent judge of
the matter wherein he gives teftimony;
or perhaps we doubt his veracity now,

becaufle we have known him to be a
deceiver formerly.  If we have no rea-
{on to diftruft his integrity ; if we think
Lhiim a competent judge of that which
he affirms; 1f we know of no motive
o vanity or 1intereft that might incline
him to falfity 5 and if he afirm nothing
but what 1s credible and probable, we
(hall without fcruple acquiefce in his
declaration.

Ovr faith 1n teftimony often rifes
to ab{ulme certainty. ‘I'hat there are

{i uch
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B uich towns as Conftantinople and
Smyrna, and fuch countries as Afia,
| Africa, and America ; that Cefar and
Annibal were real mren and great com-
manders, the one a Roman, the other
a Carthagiman; that William of
Normandy conquered IEngland; that
i Charles I. was beheaded, &c.-—every
perfon, who knows any thing of hifto-
d ry, accounts himfclf abfolutely certain.
For the teftimonies that confirm thefe
| and the like truths are {o many, fo va-
| rious, and {o confiftent, that we juftly
| chink it Zmpoffible they fhould be fiti-

tious.

WHEN a number of perfons, not
alting in concert, having no intereft’
to conceal what 1s true or affirm what
is falfe, and competent judges of what
they teftity, concur in making the fame

report,
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report, it would be thought madnefs

to difbelieve them. Even when three,
or when two witnefles, feparately exa-
mined, and who have had no oppor-

tunity to contrive a plan before-hand,
agree in their declaration, we believe

them, though we have had no expe-
rience of their veracity ; becaufe we
know, that in fuch a cafe their tefti-

monies would not be uniform, if they
were not true.—In this way, men have
judged in all ages; and upon this
principle the moft important queftions
relating to life and property are de-
cided : and of fuch decifions and judg:-
ments the general experience of man-
kind proves the utility and the reéti-

tude.

- A~ impoflible fat no teftimony

whatever, not even that of our own
3 {enfes,
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fenfes, would make us believe. If I
were to fee the fame 1ndividual man
double, or 1n two places at the fame
time, 1 fhould certainly think, not that
it was fo, but that fomething was
wrong in my fight, or that the ap-
pearance might be owing to fome pe-
culiarity in the medium through which
[ faw 1it. When a fact is poflible, and
ftill more when 1t 1s not improbable,
the teftimony of a ftranger would in-
dine us to believe, unlefs we had rea-
fon to fulpect him of a defign to im-

-pofe upon us.

MirAacuLous fafts are not to be
ranked with impoflibilities. There was
atime, when the matter that compolcs
my body was as void of life, as it will
be when it {lrall have lain twenty years
m the grave; when the elementary

VOL. I. E particles,
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particles, whereof my eye 1s made up,
could no more enable a percipient be.
ing to {ee, than they €an now enable
one to {peak; and when that which
forms the fubftance of this hand was
as inert as a ftone. Yet now, by the
goodnefs of the Creator, the firft hives,
che laft moves, and by means of the
fccond I perceive light and colours,
And if Almighty power can bring
about all this gradually, by one particu-
lar fucceffion of caufes and effects, may
not the fame power perform it in an
‘nftant, and by the operation of other
caufes to us unknown 2 Or will the
atheift fay (and none who behieves in
God can doubt the poflibility of mi-
racles) that he himielf knows every
poflible caufe that can operate in the

production of any effet? Or 1s he
certain
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B certain that there 1s no fuch thing in
[ the univerfe as Almighty power ?

To raife 2 dead man to life ; to cure
blindneis with a touch; to remove
§ lamenefs, or any other bodily imper-
| fettion, by Ipeaking a word, are all
8 miracles; but muft all be as eafy to the
author of nature, or to any perfon
commuffioned by him for that purpofe,
| as to give life to an embryo, make the
eye an organ of fight, or caufe vege-
tables to revive in the {fpring. And
therefore, if a perfon, declaring him-
felf to be fent of God, or invefted with
divine power, and faying and doing
what is worthy of fuch a commiffion,
fhould perform miracles like thefe,
mankind would have the beft reafon to

believe, that his authority was really

‘from heaven.
E 2 As
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As the common people have neither
time nor capacity for deep reafoning;
and as divine revelation of religion
muft be intended for all forts of men,
the vulgar as well as the learned, the
poor as well as the rich; 1t is necef-
{ary, that the evidence of fuch a reve-
lation fhould be of that kind which
may command general attention, and
convince men of all ranks and cha-
ratters, and fhould therefore be level
to every capacity. It would be eafy,
no doubt, for the Deity to convey his
truths immediately to every man by
infpiration, fo as to make inquiry un.
neceffary and doubt impoffible. But
this would not be confiftent with man’
free agency and moral probation ; and
this would be very unlike every other
difpenfation of Providence with refpe&
to man, who, as he 1s endowed with

rational
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rational faculties, feels that he 1s un-
der an obligation to ufe and improve
them. This would be to make him
love religion, and believe in it, with-
out leaving it in his power to do other-
wife: and fuch faith, and fuch love,
would be no mark of either a good
difpofition or a bad.~~Now there is no
kind of evidence, confiftent with our
moral probation and free agency, that
is likely to command univerfal atten-
tion, and carry full conviétion in reli-
gious matters to men of all ranks and

capacities, except the evidence arifing

from miracles, or fupernatural events.

ONE ~:-:l.ut:hor has inaccd afﬁrmed

that miracles can bc no ewdcncc of

any doétrine ; bccaufc no teftimony

'whatever can, in his 0p1nlon render a

rmraclc crcdlblc even in the lowcft de-
E 3 gree,
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oree. But I need not quit the trat

of my argument, for the fake of a pa-
radox, fo contrary to the natural dic-,
tates of rationality, and which has been

unan{werably confuted by Dr. Camp-
bell in his Differtation on Miracles. In
falt, every event admits of proof from
human teftimony, which it is poflible
for a f{ufficient number of competent
witnefles to fee and to hear.

SoMmEe things may feem to be fuper-
natural, which are really not fo: fuch
are the tricks of the jugler; whereof.
when we are to]d the contrivance, we
are furprlfcd to find 1t fo eafy, and al-
moft athamed of having ever wonder-.
ed at it. Some other things appear
fupernatural to thofe only who are ig-
norant of their caufes: and fuch arc

many falts in, electriciry, magnetifm,
and
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~ and other parts of experimental philo-
fophy.

Bur the mghty works of our Sa-
viour are quite of a different kind.
To raife the dead to life, to cure the
moft violent difeafe by fpeaking 2
word, to walk on the furface of a {tormy
{ea :—thefe, and many other things
recorded in the gofpel, are truly mira-
culous ; and fuch as, to human appre-
henfion, that power only can perform,
which, havmg eftablithed the courfe of

nature, is alone able to change it.

Or this fort of miracles the author
of our religion not only wrought many,
but alfo imparted to his apoftles the
power of doing the fame. And, what
was ftill more wonderful, if any thing

could be more fo, he himfelf, after
E 4 having
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having been crucified, 1n the prefence of
a great multitude, and pierced with a
lance, and found to be dead, and
after lying part of three days in the
arave, rofe to life, re-animated that
body which had been mangled on the
crofs, pafled forty days on earth after
his returreétion, during which time he
frequently converfed with his difciples,
and at laft, in open day, and while he
was Ipeaking to them, vifibly afcended
fmm the earth, till a cloud received
him out of their fight. Thele miracles
tranicend all power but what 1s divine.
So that, 1f we adinit the gofpel hiftory
to be true, we muft believe; beyond a
poflibility of doubt, that our Lord was,
what he declared himfelf to be, a per-
fon 1nvefted x{*i;ll divine. power, and
emmployed 1n a divine miffion. The

| truth
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cruth of the hiftory may be proved from
many confiderations.

IT might be proved from the ex-
ittence, and fingular nature, of the re-
ligion of Jefus. On the {uppofition
that the gofpel is true, the peculiar
charater of this religion, 1ts prefent
ftate, and the various revolutions 1t
has undergone, may be eafily account-
ed for: on the contrary fuppolfition,
nothing in the whole compafs- of hu-
man affairs- 1s more . unaccountable,
than the rife and progrefs of Chniftia-
nity. Its hiftory may be traced from
the prefent age up to that of the
apoftles. Since that period, down to
thefe times, fo many writers {peak of
this gofpel, and concur in {o many par-
ticulars concerning it, that there. is not

perhaps any other ancient record, for
whofe
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whofe authenticity {o many vouchers
could be produced. And we know for
certain, that many intelligent perfons
of the primitive church, who had the
beft opportuntties of knowing the truth
of this matter, and whofe fupreme con-
cern it was to inquire mto it, and not
{uffer themfelves to be mtftaken, be-
lieved and afferted the truth of the gof-
pel, and fuffered death in confirmation
of - their faith and teftimony. Can any
thing' like this be urged in favour of
Xenophoh, Salluft, or Tacitus; whofe
authority, notwithftanding the world
is not much iInclided, and in general

has no gtreat reafon, to call in quef-
tion ?

Habp the evangelifts written the hif-
tory, and the apoﬁlcs preachcd the
do&nncs of a man who lived before

they
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they were born, or whom neither they
nor their contemporaries had ever feen,
their teftimony would not perhaps have
been above fulpicion. But I fhall not

. mifreprefent the circumftances, or the
~ condué&t of thofe extraordinary teach-
ers, if I fuppofe them to have addrefl-
ed their countrymen the Jews, who
were the firft hearers of the gofpel, in
words like thefe : ¢ We tell you of this
‘ man, our divine mafter, many things
¢ which ye yourfelveé know to be true ;
 and nothing, in regard to which ye
¢ may not, if ye candidly inquire, fa-
¢ tisfy yourfelves by the teftimony of
¢ creditable witneffes who heard and
¢ faw what we affirm. From perfifting
¢ 1n falfehood we have nothing to hope;
¢ and ye in deteing it can have nothing
‘ tofear.” The power of the ftate is in
‘ your hands : "exert yourfelves to the
¢ utmoft ;
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“ utinoft ; and confute us 1if ye can!’
Suppofe an addrefs of this kind to be
made to the French nation, concerning
a hiitory of certain well-known events
that had happened in France; and {fup.
pofe the only anfwer returned by pub-
lic authority to be as follows: ¢ On the
¢ {ubjelt ye mention we command you
¢ and your adherents to be filent on
¢ pain of death :’—of which party, let
me afk, would the world judge moft
favourably ? Would it not be faid, that
nothing could be more fair, than what
1s declared on the one fide; and that
on the other there at once appeared
invincible pre_]udlce and implacable ma-

lignity 7

‘But what motives could thqfé Jews
have to wifh. the gofpel might be falfe,
and to ﬂmt their eyes againft the light

\mth~




JS T RUE, 61

aizi fo much obftinacy and perfeve-
rance 2 Motives they had of the moft
cogent nature ; motives, which among
any people it might be difficult to pre-
vail againft, but which from the inhe-
rent perverfenefs of the Jewifh nation
could hardly fail to denive mmfurmount-
able ftrength.

For firft, if the Jewifh rulers, after
the death of our Lord, had acknow-
ledged him to be the Meffiah, they
muft alfo have acknowledged them-
felves the perpetrators of the moft
dreadful crime that ever difgraced a
nation ; and from rulers {o haughty a.
confeffion {o humiliaung could hardly
be looked for. Nor fecondly, was it
to be expected, that they could bear
to think of thé abrogation of the law

of Mofes, which had- fubfifted fo long';
whichx
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which diwd io much honour to tlieir
nation, temple, and capital city ; which
taught them to confider themfelves as
God’s peculiar people ; and from which
their priefts, {cribes, and elders, who
we find were the moft inveterate ene-
mies of the new religion, derived fo
many dignities and emoluments.

THeY might alfo, thirdly, from many
political confiderations, be unwilling
to receive the goipel, and inclined to.
look on the men who taught it as the
cnemies of their country. For if the
Mefliah was now come, then all their
flatctering hopes of a glorious conquer-
or, who fhould refcue them from the
R oman yoke, and exalt them above all
nations, were at an end for ever.  And
then ticy might be apprehenfive, that
¢he Romans, fome of whom, as we

learn
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& .an from Tacitus and Suetonius,
§ Lnew that a triumphant deliverer from
: Judea was about this time expeéted,
B would be emboldened, on hearing that
E Rome had now nothing to fear from

that quarter, to opprefs them more rie

| goroufly, and even ¢ to take away’ (as
| they themfelves emphatically exprefled
b 1t) ¢ their place and nation*.” Whe-~
| ther the Romans were in any degree
| mtimidated by what they had heard of
' the Jewifh prophecies concerning the

Mefliah, 1s not known: but that they

' might be fo, and had reafon to be fo,
it was natural enough for a Jew to

fuppofe ; efpecially if he knew, as he
probably would know, that on the fub-
je€t of prophecy the Romans were not
a little fuperftitious. How much He-

® See John xi1, 48.
< rod
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rod dreaded the coming of the Mefliah,
appears from his murder of the innaq:
cents ; an event which muft have been
well known at Rome 5 1f 1t be true, as
Macrobius relates, that Auguflus, on
hearing of it, and that one of Herod’s
{fons had f{uffered in the maflfacre, face-
tioufly obferved, that it was better to

be the {wine than the {fon* of Herod.
Some however {uppofe, on the autho-
rity of Jolephus, that Herod had not
then a {fon under two years of age;
and that the ‘emperor’s farcalm was
snore probably occafioned by Herod’s
cruelty in putting to death Ariftobu-
lus and Alexander, his two fons by Ma-
riamne, and his fon Antipater, for an
alleged confpiracy againft his father’s
life.  But this is of little importance in
the prefent argument.

.
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; In a word ; 1f 1t be in the power of
' e prejudice, of pride, of ambition, of re-
-:fi‘ ligious zeal, or of national partiality,

' (0 make men averfe to the reception

of any {yltem of opinions, we need not
2 wonder at the obltinacy of the Jewifh

¥ rulers.  Their paflions, generally vio-
I lent, were all in arms, and in the high-
et degree exafperated, againft Chrift
E .0d his religion.  That fo many of
that nation thould have beén his dif-
¢ ciples, 1s therefore more wonderful,
! than that fo many fhould have oppofed
' him.  In modern times it cannot appa-
 rently be the intereft of any, hardened
finners excepted, that the gofpel thould
not be true. Yet even in thefe days,
land in the moft enlightened nations,
‘a{pirit of oppolfition to the gofpel, and
1 want of candour with regard to its

VOL. I. F dollrines
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doétrines and evidence, are by no
means UNCoOmMMon.

Ir {fuch was the temper of the rulers
of the Jews; and if we may warrant-
ably {ufpect them to have been as ca-
pable of falfchood, as they certunly
were of injuflice and crueity; 1s it not
{irange that the events recorded in the
oofpel were not denied by any contem-
porary authority ©  Yet this is the fadl:
for fuch authornities, 1f they had ever
appeared, - muit have been preferved,
and argued from by the enemies of the
oofpel, and repiicd to 1n the writings
of Chriftians. And how is this faé& to
be accounted for 2 In no other way,
I prefume, than by fuppofing, that i
Judea the particulars of our Saviours
life were {o well kaown, that no con-

tradiCtory record would have clbrained
crealt




IS5 TRUE. 67

2 eredit.  And to publith fuch a thing,
% without being able to make the nation
believe 1t, would have been an injury
= 0 their own caufe. Their beft policy
therefore was, to keep up the paffions
and prejudices of the people, to encou-
k rage a Ipirit of perfecution, to confine
themielves to violent and general af-
fertions, and to avoid and difcounte-
nance munute 1nquiry. The truth is,
that the ancient unbelievers never de-

nied the miracles of Jefus; they im-
: puted them to magick or the power of
the devil: a doétrine, which our Lord
hmielf condefcended to refute; and
of which the modern infidel, as nobody
now believes In magick, will not feek

to avall himfelf.

F

Bur prejudice and paffion {ubfide

at laft, and leave the mind at leifure
F 2 for
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for calm inveftigcatien. If then the
particulars of our Saviour’s life had
been as well known as i1s here fup-
poled, muift not the Jews, when the
prefent ferment was over, have come
to their fenfes, and acknowledged the
rruth 2 That mony of them did o, i
ceriain. But from other hiftories, as
well as that of the Jews, we leary
that when the paflions of men are tho-
roughly inflamed, by matters of grea

and general concern, 1t may require

the operation of years to cool them

And let it be oblerved, that the Jews

had not now much tune left for reflec
+on and leifure. The generation tha
put our Lord to decth had not pafle
away, when the troubles of judea be-

» ! . f' atys oy A
van ; and in lefs than ferty years aiw
she crucifixion, Jernfalem was levelle

with the ground, tie greater part O
ti
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the nation exterminated, and the relt
fcattered abroad throughout the Roman
cmpire.

Bur, if their rulers were as much
exaiperated againft the new religion,
as has been {uppeied, wlry, it may be
alked, did they not deftroy it at once,
by putting all the apoftles to death ?
Stephen indeed they {toned in a tranf-
port of fury, and Herod murdered
James the brotherof John: but Peter,

and Paul, and others, were permitted
to live; and in a Jittle time we find
there was a church in Jerufalem, and
another in Anttoch. How is this to be
reconciled with what 1s faid above of
the extreme obftinacy and violence of
the Jewifh rulers ?

F 3 Ir
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IT may be anfwered, that thefe

things were fo ordered by an over-
ruling Providence, who, having deter-
roined that the religion of Chrift fhould

not be deftroyed, miraculoufly inter-
poled for a time in the prefervation of
his minifters. Ifthis anfwer be deemed

infufficient, the following confiderations
are fubmitted to the reader.

First; The Jews could have no rea-

fon to hope, that, by putting to death
2ll the apoftles, or all the Chriftians,

that came 1in their way, they fhould
annihilate Chriftianity :  there mighe
be others whom they had never heard
of ; for our Saviour, during his abode
on earth, had nmany difciples; five
hundred are mentioned by St. Paul as
witnefles of his refurre&ion; and on
the day of Pentecoft three thoufand

were
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were converted, and five thouland a
{cw days after——Secondiy; Peter and
Paul, though for a time permitted to
live, did not live in peace, but under-
went cruel perfecution ; and the for-
ier, if he had not by miracle efcaped,
would have been murdered by Herod,
as james was.-—1hirdly; Several of
e avoftles, {foon after the defcent of
he Holy Gholt, left Jerufalem, and
went to preach clfewhere.—Fourthly ;
[t may be prefumed that the Chriftians
of that age were quiet and inofienfive ;
we know indeed for certain that they
were fo: and the rulers might be
:frzid to declare open war againit them,
:s not knowing how numerous they
miznt be; and dreading aifo, if they
drive matters to extremity, the

cliccts  of that influence, which the
apoltles from time to time acquired
F o4 among
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among the common people. The mott
opprefiive tyrants, even when armed
with abfolute authority, are not with-
out fears of this kind: how much
more timorous muft a tyrannical arifto-
cracy have been, that was deftitute of
mutual confidence, and over-awed by

the Roman power !

To which I may add, fifthly, That
the advice given by Gamaliel in the
councll, ¢ Refrain from thefe men,
¢ and let them alone; (for if this
¢ counfel or this work be of men, it
¢ will come to nought; but if it be of
¢ God, ye cannot overthrow it;) left
¢ haply ye be found even to fight |
¢ againft God: I fay, this advice had
great weight with them ; which indecd
it delerved to have, as a better could

not have been given. The evcent has
proved,
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proved, that Gamaliel was a wife, as
well as a pilous man: and what was
thus fo feafonably ipoken to the frft
enemies of the gofpel, may with equal
propriety be addrefied to them who

oppofe it 1n thele latter days.

INn ancient writings, as there 1s no-

thing to invalidate the gofpel hiltory,
{o there are {everal teltimonies to con-

firm 1t. That Chnit fuffered under

Pontius Pilate, and was the founder of

the fect of Chriftians, 1s attefted by
Tacitus, and admitted, 1 think, by all
writers cn the {ubjelt. Faéts record-
ed 1 the New Teftament, concerning
Herod, Pilate, Feftus, and Felix, arc
mentioned by Jofephus, and in tht
Jewilh Talmud. And the new ftar

that fhone on the nativity, the earth-
quale
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quake and preternatural darknels that
accompanied the cruciixion, and the
maflacre of the innocents by Herod,
are with {fome reafon fuppofed to have
been mentioned by pagan authors, as
well as by the evangelifts *. This, how-
ever, 1s not affirmed as certain ; nor
does any material part of the evidence
depend upon it.

It 1s true, thot the Roman writers
of that time¢, Doth hiftorians and philo-
fophers, fvem to have been very 1g-
ncrant of cur Saviour’s hiftory and
doltrine, and to have had no curiofity
to know either. Is this wonderful © It
will not appear o, to him who con-
fiders, the diltance of Judea from

* See Grotins de Ver, Rell Chnfl, Iib. m,

14. and Macroo, Sat. b, 11, ..
£ ome,
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Rome, and the ftate of navigation In
‘thofe days ;. the contemptuous opinion

which the Romans, the mafters of the
world, entertained, both of the national
charatter, and of the religion of the
Jews; the proud fpirit of the heathen
philofophy, fo direétly repugnant to
that humble and docile difpofition,
which is required of every difciple of
Chrift ; the extreme diffimilitude be-
tween a praltical religion, whofe {ole
aim 1s to purify the {oul, and prepare
it for heaven, and a philefophy framed
chiefly for the purpofe of difpute and
rhetorical declamation; the mean con-
dition, " and wunafluming manners, of
the publithers of the gofpel, {o unlike
the pomp and pedantry of the Epi-
cureans and the Stoicks: and above all,

L

peihaps, that crucifixion, which the

author of Chriftianity was known to
have
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have undergone, and which his tollow-
ers avowed and gloried 1n; but which,
according to the modes of thinking

that then unrverfally prevailed through
all the reft of the Roman empire as
well as 1 Judea, was a death of {i
much ignominy, that no perfon was
thought likely te fuffer 1r, who had, or
deferved to have, any reputation in the
world. He who confiders theie things,
and who knows the ftate of learning
ar that time, the charalters of thote
wio were reputed learped, and the real
nature of the Chriltian religion, may
incdeed wonder to hear that fo many
were converted #o the faith 3 but will
not wonder to find, that neither Se-
neca nor Epictetus, the elder nor the
yvounger Piiny, Ta:itus, nor Marcus
Aurelius, were among the number. See
this matter Hultrated, with great pre-

13 C3:1CH



cifion and elegance, 1n the fourth chap-
ter of Dilguifitions (by Sir David Dal-
rymple) concerning the antiquitics of
the Chrniftian church *.

e
i
;

Somc of the firlt Chriftians, whofe
writings are {till extant, {peak of the
goipels as the work of thofe evange-
liits whole names they bear. And they
had good opportunities of information:
i this p‘articul‘ar, as weil as of com-
paring the goipel hiltory with the moft
authentick rtraditions concerning the

perions and events therein recorded:
r1 . e n 1 on
Origen, who was born 1in the fecond

century, being contemporary with Ire-
neus, who was the diicipie of Polycarp,

wno had been the difciple of the apoftle
Yohn, and perionally acquainted with

* See alfo Bifhop Porteus’s Sermor.s, Serm. x.

ethers
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others of the early Chriftians, Is 1t to
be 1magined, that thofe men would not

be inquifitive about the truth of a reli-

F

oion, for which they had ground to
belicve, that they were likely to fuffer
perfecution and martyrdom ¢ If we
fuppofe ourfelves 1in their fituation,
with the fame alarming view before

us, and with the {ame means of know-
ledge they had, we fhall fee that it is

not pofiible for a mz2n of common un-
derftanding to do, and to fuffer, what

they dict and {uffered, vunlefs he firmly be-
lieve the dodtrine ie maintains,and know
that he has good realon to believe it.

To 2l this we may add, that the
EFpiftles, which are of the fame age
with the hiftorical part of the New

‘Teftament, appcar evidently to have
been written by men who were in ear-

nelt
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neft in what they wrote, and to be
adapted to real occurrences and cir-
cumftances orf the times.

Tur ftyle, too, of the gofpel bears
intrinfick evidence of its truth. We
find there no appearance of artifice or
of party-Ipirit; no attempts to exag-
gerate on the one hand, or depreciate
on the other; no remarks thrown in
to anticipate objections; nothing of
that caution, which never fails to dif-
tnguifh  the teftimony of thofe who

zre confclous  of impofture; no en-
deavour to reconcile the reader’s mind
to what may be extraordinary in the
narrative : all is fair, candid, and fim-
ple : the hiftorians make no refleftions
of their own, but confine themfelves

to matter of falt, that is, to what they
heard
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heard and faw; and honeftly record
their own miltakes and faults, as well as

the other particulars of the ftory.

JYor a more full difplay of fome of

thelc arguments, as well as for other
things that might be mentioned on:
this head, the reader, till he have leifure
to perufe  more VOIMINOUS Writings,
may confult Addifon’s fhort but ele-
acnt Treatife of the Chriftian religion.
Vihience 10 will appear, that the gofpel
hiftory is at leaft as well vouched as any
other of that time; and that, on the
eround of human teftimony alone, (with-
out confidering af prefeirt the divine au-
thority of the facred writings,) we have
as good reafon to believe what the New
T eftament records of the birth, life,
miracles, death and doétrine of Chiifi

s
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qs to believe the battle of Cannze, the
affaflination of Julius Cefar, or any
other ancient fact.. Nay, we have ftill
extant among us two vifible proofs, not
hitherto mentioned, of the truth of the
£ gofpel; I mean the two Sacraments ;
which are known to have been in the
Chriftian church from the beginning,
and the origin of which 1t would not be
# cafy to account for, on the fuppofition
§ that the gofpel is not true. Thefe in-
ftitutions, befide other excellent pur-
pofes which they {erve, will continue to
g bear teftimony to the truth of our reli-
gion, to the end of the world.

- Ir it be faid, that the apoftles might
have invented what they record of thefe
inftitutions, as well as other particulars
of the hiftory ; I fhall only anfwer at
prefent (for their veracity will be cone

VOL. I. G fidered

F |
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fidered hereafrer), thattwo fimple rites,
which can afford no gratification to ava-
rice, ambition, or {enfuality, and whoe
chief end is to promote humility, piety,
and purity of heart, could hardly have
been the contrivance of men, who had
determined, as thofe who rejeét their
teftimony muft believe, to live and die
impoftors and hypocrites. For the in.
ftitution of thefe rites s a matter in
which they could not have been im-
pofed on. They could not have fan-
cied, that they had received a com-
miffion to baptize the nations, if they
had received no fuch commiffion : they
could not have believed that they were
prefent at the celebration of. the firft
fupper, if they had not been prefent.

But are not thofe parts of the

Roman {tory, above alluded to, more
probable
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nrobable in themielves, than the gofpel
hiftory? Are not the former agreeable
to the common courfe of human af-
fairs; and 1s not the latter a recital of
events, whereof many are extraordi-
nary, and unlke any thing we have
ever feen ? Permit me to afk in return,
whether, 1f mankind were told, and
prevailed on to believe, that a reve-
lation of the Divine will was to be made
rom heaven, it would not be natural
for them to expet fomething extra-
ordinary ¢ Would they not have rea-
fon to fay, ¢ God’s thoughts are not
‘ our thoughts, neither are our ways
“ his ways? As the heavens are higher
“ than the earth, {o are his ways higher
‘ than our ways, and his thoughts than
‘ our thoughts. 'This revelation, be-
ing a {upernatural thing, will proba-
blv, nav muft certainly, be attended

G 2 ¢ with
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¢ with {upernatural circumftances.” Iy
falt, the gofpel hiftory, confidered as
the account of a divine revelation, is
not lefs probable, than the Roman ftory
confidered as a narrative of the works
of men, From what we know of the
weaknefs, wickednefs, and other peculi-
arities of the human charaéter, we admit
the probability of what is recorded con-
cerning Annibal and Cefar; and from
what we know, with equal certainty, of
the wifdom, power, and goodnefs of
God, we admit the probability of the
facred hiftory. To our bodily eyes the
Divine Efience and the human foul ate
equally invifible: the nature of both we
difcover in their works ; from which it
:s not more evident, that man is wicked
and wealk, taan that Geod is wife, al-

michty, and good.
~d "
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IHsp there been nothing extraor-
dinary in the life and doltrine of Jefus,
it would have {upplied an argument of
no lictle weight againt his divine muf-
fion. This man, 1t might have been
objected, gives out, that he is fent of
God, that he fpeaks by in{piration,
and that his works are the works of
divine power,. And yet he does and
fays nothing but what an ordinary man
might fay and do; nor has any thing
ever happened.to him beyond the com-
mon occurrences of life. Why then
fhould we believe, that either his wif-
dom or his power is {uperiour to that
of other men? To this objection, had
it been founded in faé&t, it would not, I
apprehend, have been eafy to frame
an anfwer. The {upernatural events,
therefore, recorded in the gofpel, un-
lefs they could be proved to be either

G 3 ynworthy
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unworthy of God, or 1mpofiible in
themielves (which no perfon will ever
alirm who knows what they are), will
be found to add to its credibility ; and
that in the fame proportion nearly, in
which f{upernatural events, related of
an ordinary man, would take away
from the credit of the hiftorian who
{hould relate them.

T ne probability, that the gofpel may
be true, is alfo inferred from the utter
:mprobability that it fhould be falfe
It is, as will be more particularly re-
marked in the fequel, like nothing of
human contrivance.. The perfection
of its morality tranfcends the beft ef-
forts of human wifdom': the charaéter
of its Founder. is far fuperior to that
of a mere man: and it will not be

Sand, that his a poﬂles can bc CO; npared
£9
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to any other fithermen, or any other
teachers, that ever were heard of. The
views .difplayed in the gofpel, of the
divine difpenfations with refpeét to the
human race, are fuch as, before the
commencement of our Saviour’s mi-

niftry, had never entered into the
mind of man. To believe all this to
be a mere human fable, requires a de-
arce of credulity, which 1n the ordinary
affairs of life would do a man litcle
credic: it is like believing, that a firft-
rate fhip of war might have been the
work and the invention of a child.

Hap the apoftles intended an im-
pofture, there would not have been
{o many of them. Of twelve perfons
employed in promulgating a fable, and
wandering with . that 'purpofc into dif-
ferent parts of the earth, it is not to be

G 4 expected
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expected that, in defiance of perfecu-
tion and death, all would to the end
pericvere in the fame declaration. But
all the apoftles did perfevere. One
indeed was a traitor:—and what be-
came of him? At a time, when from
man he had every thing to hope, and
nothing to fear; his mafter being
condemned, his former aflociates dif-
perfed and terrified, and himfelf pa-
tronized by the rulers of Judea; this
traitor was feized with remorfe, con-
feffled that he had betrayed innocent
blood, returned the wages of ‘1niquity
to thofe from whom he had received it,
and n défpair ¢ departed, and W’en"tl
« and hanged himfelf.”. All this is na-
tural and probable, on the fuppoﬁtion'
that the gofpel is true ; on the contrary
fuppofition, it -is incredible and ‘im-
pofliblc. ' I '
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SECTION 1.
THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

Of the argument from prophecy.

TH e gofpel hiftory is, in many
particulars, an  accomplithment

of certain prophecies, preferved = as
facred by the Jews themfelves, and
committed to writing feveral hundred
 years before our Saviour was born.
- That prophecy is poflible, muft be ad-
mitted by all who admit. the poffibility
of other miracles, that is, by all who
acknowa
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acknowledge the power and omni-
fcience of the Deity. And that, in
former times, and previoufly to the
laft and great manifeftation of divine
truth, prophecy and other miracles
might have been expedient or necel-
iary, though now they are {o no long-
er, it would be very prefumptuous to
deny.

In the hiltory of the Old Teftament
it appears, that, from the earlieft ages,
an expe&tation had prevailed, ‘among
the Jews and their forefathers, thatan
extraordinary perfon, called by fome
of the prophets the Messian, that is
the ANOINTED, or the CHRIST, would
‘at one time or other appear on earth,
~and bring about a very important
change in the Condition of the JCWS,—
A of 2l other nations. The ancient

proPhéCies
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prophecies that feem to relate to this
Perfon, when taken feparately, may to
a fuperficial view appear to have lefs
fignificancy, than Chriftians afcribe to

them. But he, who compares them
together, and obferves, how they refer

to, and illuftrate, and often imitate the
language, and fometimes copy the

words, of one another, will be ftruck
with their confiftency and connettion;
and altonifhed to find {fo many of them,
notwithftanding the variety, and appa-
‘rent incongruity of the circumftances
foretold, fo exactly fulfilled in the hif-
rory of the birth, life, death, and reh-
‘gion of Jefus of Nazareth.

Soon after the fall, it was foretold,
of tiis Great Perfon*, that he fhould
® Genefis iii. 15.  Gerard’s Sermcns, 4,
5 6. | |
33

be
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be in a peculiar fenfe the fon of a wo.
man; that from the malignity of the
devil he fhould be a {fufferer, but tha
he fhould bring deftrultion on that ev|
fpirit. Two thoufand years after, it
was foretold to Abraham, that thi
perfon fhould be of the pofterity of
Ifaac, and a blefling to all nations; and
it was afterwards predited, that he

fhould be of the tribe of Judah and
family of David, and be born of :
virgin in the town of Bethlehem. I
was forctold, by the patriarch Hricl,
that; till he fhould come, the Jewih
government would not be fubverted;
and by the prophet Daniel the exat
time of his death is fotetold, as Mr.
Fergufon has proved in the moft fatis-
factory manner. It was foretold, that
this Meﬁ]’:ih,l kth'is, triumphant prince
and Saviour, thould die a violent death,

2s
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as 4 malefactor, not for any fin of his
own, but for the fins of mankind; and
that foon after his death the city and
temple of Jerufalem would be deftroy-
ed: but, notwithftanding this ignomi-
nious death, it was foretold, that hig™
dominion fhould be over all nations,
and without end, that he fhould f{peak
peace to the heathen; and introduce a
new difpenfation of things, tending to,
and terminating in, peacé and happi-
nefs eternal. '

It was foretold, that he fhould preach
good tidings to the poor, and perform
many miracles for the alleviation of
human infirmity ; particularly, that he
fhould give fight to the blind, fpeech
to the dumb, hearing to the deaf, and
the perfet ufe of their litmbs to the
lame, It was foretold, that he fhould -

be
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be fola for thirty pieces of filver, and
that with this- money a potter’s field
fhould be bought; that he fhould be
fcourged, bufteted, and {pit upon;
that he fhould be meek and filent be.
for¢ his acculers; that his hands and
fecet thould be pierced, but that hi
bones thould not be broken; thart gzl
and vinegar fhould be offered him t
drink ; that lots fhould be cait for his
carments; that he fhould be buried m
a-‘rich man’s fepulchre ; and that he
fhould rife -again without f{fecing cor-
ruption. How far thefe predictions
were verified in Jefus, no perfon needs
be informed -who. has read the New
Teftament. And in him -alone they
Were Qeriﬁcd, and 1n no other man that
ever appeared on the earth.

Byt
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But are all thefe predictions applied
with equal plainnefs by the prophets to
the Mefliah ¢ They are not: {fome are
more explicit and pofitive, others only
mfinuated. And if we had no other
evidence of the truth of our religion, I
erant that this would not be fo decifive
asit1s. But, when we take a general
view of the Old and New Teftaments,
and obferve, that the one is, asit were,
a completion of the other ; and that the
revelations recorded 1n- both, though
confifting of many parts, and delivered
by different authors, and i1n different
ages, have the fame tendency, and the
moft perfe¢t unity of defign i~=—when
we ~rf:l:if:(fh,. that thefe prophecies would
mean nothing if they were not fulfilled
in Jefus, but that, as fulfilled in him,
they have a moft importanp meaning ;
ad that the prophets, who uttered

them,
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them, predifted feveral other things
that have come to pafs, particularly
concerning Tyre and Egypt, Cyrus and
Babylon, and the ftate of the Jews aftet
their difperfion by the Romans :=and,
which is ftill more to the prefent pur
pofe, when we find our Saviour and
his apoftles, whofe veracity and {upet-
natural knowledge we can prove &y
other evidence, appealing to thefe pro-
phecies, “and thereby juftifying their
do@rine and condué, and thereby of-
ten filencing and converting Jews, who
had ﬁumed the prophets, and acknow-
ledged their dUthC‘ﬂthItY —in a word,
when we join this to. the other proofs
of our religion, we become {fenfible,
that the argument from prophecy has
a force in it, which cannot fail to make
a ftrong impreflion on every candid
“and confiderate 'mind, But let not
3 ~ the
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the adverfary triumph, though to him
this argument fhould not appear fatif-

faory : for the truth of our religion
might be proved, though we were to
omit this part of the evidence. Yet
this has 1ts ule, in confirming the faith
of the inquifitive Chriftian: and this
has been fingularly ufetful, in the con-
verfion of the modern infidel, as well
s of the ancient Jew. . See Bithop
Burnet’s account of the death of the
Earl of Rochefter.

TuE better fort of the ancient phi-
lofophers admitted, that certain offices

of good-will were due to all men. But
univerfal benevolcnce, or a deﬁre to
promote the virtue and happ;nefs ,of all
nen, {feems not to have been prevalent

either among them, or among the Jews.
Love to one’s country 1s celebrated by

VOL. 1. . H the
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the Greek and Roman writers as a {ub-
lime virtue : but it was fuch a love, as
prompted men to nothing more, than
to take care of the interefts of their
own community, with little or no con-
cern for thofe of other nations. In
this refpeét the Jews were as narrow-
minded as any people could be : they
defpifed and hated all other nations;

although the morality of Mofes and the
proPhets ought to have given thema
more liberal way of thinking. . Into
the mind of a Jew,. therefore, how
could it enter, except by fupernaturd
,means, that the promifed Prince and
Mefiah, from whom {o many grea
‘things were expeéted in hehalf of the
Jewifh nation, fhould alfo be a * light
< to lighten the Gentles: > and tha

the influence of his power and benig:
-nity, as the deljverer of mankind,

I ~ fhould
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(hould be univerfal and eternal ? This
magnificent 1dea i1s familiar to us, be-
canfe we derive it from Holy Writ;
but how remote it mufl have been
from the minds of men unaided by re-
velation, may appear from this, that
there 1s no trace of it in any pagan

author ;—except, perhaps, in the fourth
eclogue of Virgil: and that poem is

gencrally thought to have been com-
pofed from fome fragments of ancient
prophecy, probably of Ifaiah, which
had come, we know not how, into the
hands of the great Roman poet.

Or feveral other prophecies it would
not be difficult to thew, that, confider-
ing the opinions and temper of the
Jews, 'thc:iy‘a;rc wholly unaccountable,
unlefs we "fuppoﬁ: ~t:ht;'*m to have . been
the dictates of infpiration. Such is

H 2 that
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that memorable one of Zechariah, a~
terwards literally fulfilled 1n all ig
parts: ¢ Rejoice greatly, O daughter
< of Zion; fhout, O daughter of Jeru-
< falem; behold, thy king cometh unto
¢ thee: he 1s juft, and having falva
< tion; lowly, and riding upon an af;,
¢ and upon a colt, the foal of anafs’
Was this likely to happen? Was it
thus, that kings and conquerors ufed
to enter thewr capital cittes? Was i
with this humble equipage that the
Jews expected their glorious and tri-
umphant Mceffiah would appear? Ye
thus he did appear; infinitely more
eriumphant and glorious, than 1f he ha
been what they expected.

BerorE I leave the f{ubject of pro-
phecy, let me {ubjoin a remark, which

1s perhaps too early introduced, bu

which,

|
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; which, when the veracity of the apo-
- {Hes 1hall have been evinced from

~ other topics, will be found to have great
weight in the argument. It is, that

there are alfo, 1n the New Teftament,
predi¢tions, which have been plainly
accomplifhed.  Such 1s our Lord’s
prophecy, that he fhould be betrayed,
delivered to the Gentiles, infulted, and
crucified, and fthould rife from the dead
on the third day: events, which fell
out accordingly ; but of which, at the
time he foretold them, one feemed to
be impoflible, and the others very im-
probable. And fuch 1s that, which he
fo particularly delivered concerning
Peter’s momentary apoftacy; a circum-
ftance which, confidering the zeal, the
cenerofity, and the intrepidity of that
apoftie, was moft unlikely, and which
Peter himfelf, notwithftanding his ve-

H 3 neration
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neration for his mafter, did not believe
to be poflible, till he found 1t had hap.
pened. I may add, that Peter’s ex-
emplary penitence, and {ublequent
condult, when viewed in a conneétion
with the peculiarity of his charalter,
form a ftriking proof, that his faith
was equally well-founded and fincere,
and that he ¢ knew in whom he be-
¢ lreved.’

Trose other predictions, that have
been fuppofed to allude to the church
of Rome, or to the Mahometan 1m-
pofture, I do not touch upon; becaule
the world has not yet perhaps f{een
their completion. But that of the
deftrution of Jerufalem muft not be
overlooked; as it was fo foon and m
fo fignal a manner verified; and as it ‘
related to an event, which, when our

Saviour
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Saviour foretold it, the Jews being
then at peace with the Romans, and

apparently reconciled to their yoke, na
human wif{dom could have forefeen. So
great 1s the refernblance between this
prophecy and the calamities that fol-
lowed, as thefe are recorded ’by Fla-
vius Jofephus, who had the beft op-
portunities of information, being him-
felf prefent at the fiege ;—Io like, 1
fay, is the prediétion to the event, that
one would not be furprifed, if the in-
fidel were to {ufpect, that the event
muft have been prior to the prediétion.

But it is fomewhat remarkable, that
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, who have

recorded this prophecy, died before the
deftru&tion of Jerufalem, and that John,
who furvived it, has not recorded the

prophecy.

H 4 IsaaLt
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I suanr firft {fet down {fome parts of
this prophecy, 1ntroduced with a pre-
dition of Daniel; and fecondly, I
fhall quote fome pafifages from Jofe-
phus, and one fentence from Tacitus,

relating to the events whereby thofe
predictions feem evidently to have been
tulfiiled.

< ArTer threefcore and two weeks,’

fays Daniel, ¢ Mefliah fhall be cut off,
“ —and the people of the prince that
¢ {hall come fhall deftroy the city and
* the {anétuary; and the end thereof
¢ {thall be with a flood, and unto the
¢ end of the war defolations are deter-

¢ mined.’

¢ SeesT thou thefe great buildings?’
fays our Saviour, {peaking of the tem-

ple. ¢ There thall not be left one ftone
< qpon
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¢ ypen another, that fhall not be
. « thrown down.—The days fhall come
< ypon thee (O Jerufalem), when thine
« enemnies fhall caft a trench about
¢ thee, and keep thee in on every fide,
< and fhall lay thee even with the
¢ ground, and f{hall not leave thee
“ one {tone upon another.—And great
¢ earthquakes fhall be in divers places,
¢ and famines and peftilences and fear-
‘ ful fights; and great figns fhall there
‘be from heaven.—There fhall be
¢ great tribulation, fuch as never hap-
‘ pened from the beginning of the
‘world to this time.—They fhall fall
‘ by the edge of the {word, and fhall
‘ be led away captive into all nations:
‘and Jerufalem fhall be trodden down

‘of the Gentiles.—This generation

‘ fhall not pafs, ull all thcﬁ: things be

‘ fulfilled.’
1 HE
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‘THE reader may compare this pro-
phecy with the following extradts; the
fifth of which 1s from Tacitus, the reft
from Jolephus.

t. € Trrus commanded his foldiers
¢ to dig up the foundations of both the
¢ city and the temple.’

2. ¢ VEespasran’s army compafled
¢ the city round about with a wall of
¢ thirty-nine furlongs, having on it
¢ thirteen towers, and kept them in on
¢ every fide; and fo .made it impofiible
¢ for the Jews within the city to ef-
¢ cape.’

3- ¢ Trrus having commanded his
¢ {foldiers to dig up the city, this was

¢ fo completely done, by levelling the
¢ whole compals of it, except thret

¢ towers,
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¢ towersy that they who came to fee it
« were perfuyaded it could never be built
¢ again.’

4. ¢ In the times of Claudius and
¢« Nero,” (a few years before the de-
ftruction of Jerufalem,) ¢ there hap-
¢ pened 1n Judea a prodigious tempett,
¢ and yehement winds with rain, and
¢ dreadful lightning and thunder, and
¢ roarings of the trembling earth.’

¢, ¢ Armies feemed to encounter,
« and wedpons to glitter, in the fky;
¢ the temple feemed to blaze with fire
‘ fluing from the clouds; and a voice
¢ more than human was heard, declar-
‘ ing, that the deities were quitting the
¢ place, which was attended with the
“ found of a great motion, as of per-
‘ fons going away.’
6. ¢ Tue
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-

6. ¢ THE great gate of the temple’

(which twenty men could fcarcely fhut,

:nd which was fecured by bolts and

bars) ¢ was feen to open of its own

£

£

¢

L Y

c,

€

accord: a {word appeared hanging
over the city : a comet was feen poin-

ing down upon it for a whole year
togcther.  Before the fun went down,

there appeared armies in battle-array,
and chariots compafiing the country,
and invefting the cities: a thing fo
{trange, that it would pafs for a fable,
were there not mcrli"livin:g to atteft

A

B ol
R

<. ¢ NEVER was any nation more

~wicked, nor cw:f~ did a city fuffer as
they did. —All the miferies that man-

kind had fuffered from the beginning
of the world were notto be compared

¢ with thoft that the Jewifh nation did

¢ then
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¢ then [uffer.  The number of captives

« was ninety-feven thoufand.  Titus

¢ fent many to Egypt, and moft of
« them he difperfed into the Roman

¢ provinces *

In Jerufalem, during the fiege, there
perifhed by famine, difeafe, and the
fword, fix hundred thoufand, accord-

ing to Suetonius; eleven hundred

thoufand, according to Jolephus and
Jornandes. And not long after, a ge-

neral. perfecutlon of the Jews took place
throughout the .quan empire.—All
thefe things came to pafs within the
fpace of forty years after the death of
our Sawour, {o that the generation,

* See W"hitby,l quotéd by Weﬂ. in his Ob-
fervations on the hiftory and evidences of the

reflurrection of ]efus Clmﬁ p- 380 edit. g.
| | which
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which was on carth when hLe uttered
this memorable prophecy, had no
paffed away, when it was in all ix
parts accomphilied.

T Hi1s extraordinary rcvolution has
had confequences not lefs extraordi-

nary. FEver fince the period I fpeak

of, the Jews have been difperfed through
all nations, without obtaining a regu-

lar eftablifhment in any; have been
generally defpited wherever they went;
have been without a king, without a
prince, and without a facrifice: and
vet have not loit their rchglon, nor
been mcorpc)ratcd with the Gentles
among whom they wander: but 1hll
remain a di&in&-.pcop]et Has fuch
been the fate of any other nation?

Could rthiﬂs,j then, have been forefeen
or foretold, except by fuPcrnamral
' means }
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mean? Yet of them this was foreto]d
by Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hofea, and Mo-

fes. Indeed the whaole hiftory of this
people, before their difperfion by Ti-

. ws and fince, bears irrefragable tefti-

- meny to the truth of both the OlId

Teftament and the New. See Addi-
fon’s remarks on it, in the four hun-
dred and ninety-fifth paper of the
Speliator *.—So much for prophecy.
The argument arifing from the .excel-

lency, and fingular narure, of the

Chnftian do&rme, wnll be .confidered
by and by.

. Seqa]”ﬁ':: Butler’s Analogy, part ii. ch-zp. 7.
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SECTION. III.

THE SUBJECT CONTINUED.

The faith of the firft difciples was the
ejject, not of weaknefs, but of well-
grounded convilZion.

THE hifcorical part of the New

Teltament was written by men,
who were eye-witnefles of many of the
facts they relate, and had the reft from
the authentic information of eye-wit-
nefles. Thofe men either DID NOT
BELIEVE what they wrote, or DID BE-
LIEVE IT.

I. Ir they did not believe what they
wrote, they were impotftors, and want-

ed to deceive the world. Now men
never
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qever form a plan of that nature, un-
lefs with a view to gain fome end;

that 1s, to obtain fome good, real or
imaginary. For it is inconceivable, thac
1 rational being fhould give himfelf
i the trouble to invent an impofture,
and {fupport 1t through life ; a work of
b orcat difficulty, and in a cafe like that
d before us, of the greateft danger; in
order to draw down mifchief upon
 himfelf: and it is not more probable,
| that he fhould do all this by chance,

i and without any purpofe or intention
whatever. When Plalmanaazar forged
' lis fable of the ifland Formofa, can
{we imagine that he had no meaning in
1t, or that by fo doing he intended to
‘hurt his own intereft? Is it not more
likely, that he hoped to make his for-
tune by 1£? 'What then was the motive,
that could induce the apoftles to deceive
tﬁ VOL, I I man-
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mankind 2 what fortune did tney hope
cy make ! what good, real or imaginary,
could they have in view, 1if they were
conlcious, that what they afiirmed wag

falehood ¢

CrrTAainN 1t 1s, that, when their
{ord left them, they could noe longer
expect o advance their temporal In
rerelt, by adhering to his caufe. On
thie contrary, they were told from the
arft, and, after his death, they knev
and  believed, that perfecuticn and
“martyrdom would be their lot 1n ths
world; and, as their Jewilh education
mult have taught them that God r:
jult and holy, they, knowing them-
felves to be deceivers, could entertan
no hope with refpect to the next.  And
this muft equally have been the flat
of their mind, whether with the Phe-

g rifees

el
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wiees they believed a future life, or
with the Sadducees denied 1t. Surely,
the certain profpect of perfecution here,
with no hope of reward, or with the
apprehenfion of punifhment, hereafcer,
can never be the motive that tempts
men to falfify. Prefent gain might
tempt the covetous, prefent power the
ambitious, or prefent pleafure the fen-
fual; and a delufive hope of future
pleafure or power might tempt the en-
thufiaft. But, where none of thefe
remptations exifted ; and, with refpeét
to the apoftles, 1t 1s certain that none
of them did or could exift ; what was
there 1n nature, or in the human ima-
cination, that could induce them to
encounter a hte of pamn and poverty,
perfecution and fcorn, in fupport of a
he? All the impoftures that ever ap-

peared on earth aimed at the acquifi-

I2 tion
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tion of temporal advantages, of plea.
fure, wealth, or power: and indeed i

1s hard to conceive, what other motive; .
could induce a rational being to be-
come an ympoftor. And, with thefe
allurements 1n their eye, we too often
find that men can harden themfelves
for a titne at leaft, againft the terrors of
a life to come.

Wit it be faid, that the apoftle
intended, by an impofture, merely to
ditinguifh  themielves, and acquure
fame This could not be their inten-
uon.  All their doétrines have a tend-
ency to ratfe the mind above the pre-
fent world, and make it ﬁ}perlor to
every confideration of that fort. The
love of fame is not that univerfal pal-
fion which Dr. Young {uppofes it t

be. They who have converfed wih
many
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/
manv people, of different conditions
and characters, muft have found, that
the greater part of mankind have no
idea of fuch a paffion. Nor is the
love of diftin¢tion fo ftrong in any
breaft, as to make a man expofe him-
felf knowingly to perdition and infamy
in order to obtain it. Let it be ob-
ferved too, that the firft apoftles were
men of mean condition, mean educa-
tion, and mean employment, and moft
of themn confiderably advanced in years.
In the minds of {uch men we never fee
the love of fameé predominant; though
in fuch minds we often fee the love of a
fair character prevail, which, however,
molt men know is not to be acquired by

difhonefty and falfchood.

WHEN men refolve to fet an impof-
ture on foot, they muft have fome rea-
I 3 fon
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fon to cxpect {uccefs in 1t: becaufe a
detcélion 1s 1n all cafes dangerous, and
may in manyv be fatal.  The juggler
linows that his audience are credulous,
and more willing to wonder than to
inquire : he knows too, that fome of
them are his confederates, and that far
the greater number are ready to take
his part againft thofe, who by ther
impertinent curiofity or unbelief may
be inclined to interrupt the entertain-
ment. Pfalmanaazar was 1n no dan-
cer of deteétion: his ifland being little
Lknown, and at a great diftance.” He
contrived a probable tale; and, 0.
make it the more probable, he did what
he knew nobody would fufpect him of
having done, becaufe no one man had
ever done fo before,—he invented 2
new language. - In fad, though at firit

fome doubted, he was never deteéted;
- his
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w15 fable obtained credit for more than
half a century; and 1t was his own vo-
juntary confeflion, the cffcét of fincere

though late repentance, that let the
world into the lecret.

Now fuppofe a few illiterate filher-
men'to contrive a new religion, differ-
ent from all others; and endeavour
0 obtrude 1t on mankind, 1n oppofi-
tion to the temporal interefts of their
immediate rulers, and to all the preju-
cices, the paffions, the power, the leara--
ing, the philofophy, and the eloquence,
of an ‘enlightened and inquifitive age ;
what chance would they have to fuc-
cecd in the 1mpofture ? lHow is it pof-
fible that they fhould entertain any
hope of fuccefs at all? ‘I'he thing 1s
impoflible. -And therefore the apoftles
muft have certainly known, that their

1 & relt
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relicion was from heaven, and would
be fupported by fupernatural means;
—which actually happened to be the
cafe. For on no other fuppofition can
the extraordinary fuccefs of their mi.
niflry be accounted for.

A prsrosrrron to falfify and de-
ceive 1s a criminal pafiion, that never
appears fingle or f{olitary in the mind.
Other evil paffions never fail to ac-
company this ; for where the love of
cruth 1s not, virtue cannot be. But
the apoftles, after their converfion,

were ratterns of every virtue ; of hu-
militv,  patience, benevolence, piety,
and the moft amiable fimplicity of
manners : ‘virtues, which never did,
and never can, meet in the charadter
of a deceiver. Lying makes a man
infamous ; which it would not do, 1t

the
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the world did not know by the expe-
rience of all ages, that from him who
is inclined to that practice no good 1is
to be expefted.—I may add, that the
virtues above mentioned, exemplified
as they uniformly were in all the
apoftles, muft have been the effelt,
not fo much of natural difpofition, for
the apoftles were in other refpects of
diferent charaéters, as of that divine
grace and truth, with which they were
equally and uniformly ealightened.

Tue firft preachers of the gofpel
taught men to {ubdue all irregular de-
fires of pleafure, wealth, and power, and
to fupprefs every tendency of the heart
to pride, vanity, and vain-glory. Had
they themfelves been aftuated by fuch
defires or tendencies, their conduét

muft have belied their doétrine. But
no
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.+ two things can be more confiftent,
vaan the doétrine and practice of the
apoftles: they taught what they prac
tifed, they practifed what they taughe;
and through life, and at death, ther
whole bchaviour was uniform.

By what they taught they could ne-
ver hope to make themlielves popular,
<ither in the higher or 1n the lower
ranks of Dife; for they. flattered no
human vice, but abfolutely prohibited
all. Among the vulgar they met witl
no lictle -oppofition, from prejudice,
want of fenfe, and brutal manners.
Irom the learned, of their own or of
other countries, they could expelt no
indulgence : becaufe the religion they
introduced was 1n moft things dirt‘&])"
oppofite to the {pirit of pagan phile-
fophy, as well as to the tenets anc

' temper
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emper of the Jewith fe&aries. And
from the Roman emperors, who in
thofe days might be called the fove-
reions of the world, what but perfe-
cution could that man look for, who
was to deny their deification, and re-
fule to pay them divine honours: a
prerogative, whereof thofe proud po-
tentates too well knew the value to
permit 1t to be wrefted from them with
impunity ; but which, however, was at
laft, though not with impunity, wrefted
from them, 1n confequence of the

preaching of a few unlettered fithermen
from Judea.

T HOUCH the apoftles did not, as
lome enthufiafts have ddne, provoke
perfecution, but exerted on all proper
occafions a becommg prudence, Yyet

felf-
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felf-interelt cannot be faid to have de.
termined thetr conduét in a f{ingle in-
ftance. On the contrary, nothing i
more evident, from their hiftory and .
writings, than that, after the com-
mencement of their miniftry, the bufi-
nols of their lives was, to promate the
«icry of God, and make men fuperiour
both to the adverfities and profperites
of this life, and happy 1n that which is
to come. - And this they did, not by
reccmmendmg, like the Stoxcks, an
unnatural and 1mnra&:cable mfenﬁbl-
lity, or a ftern refolution to fubmit to
that which cannot be refifted ; but by
teaching, that the evils incident to this
ftate of trial are all intended, by the
mermf’ul Father of mankmd as pater-
nal admonitions, “or as opportunitics
of ca]hng forth and exercifing thofe

virtues,
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virtues, which are necefiary to prepare
us for the enjoyment of future re-
ward.

Anp let 1t not be forgotten, that
they had been educated in the prin-
ciples and prejudices of the Jews; a
nation at that time univerfally defpifed,
and, 1if we admit the teftimony of their
countryman Jofephus, as wicked as
any that ever was on the earth; in
{pite of the advantages they ought to
have derived from Mofes, and their
other moralifts and prophets.  The
virtue of the Roman people was not
in thofe days exemplary. Yet, when
we compare their manners, as they oc-
cafionally appear in the facred hiftory,
with thofe of the Jews, how are we
(iruck with the difference !

THE
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'THE Romans are indeed pagans,
but they are not deftitute of that goed.
nature and love of juftice, which one
expelts to find 1n a civilized nation;
the Jews are feldom f{een in any otha
chara¢ter than that of bloody barba.
rians, ~ Pontius Pilate avowed ou
Lord’s innocence, and fhewed an in.
ciination to fave his life: Gallio, pro-
conful of Achaia, acted with good fenfe
and moderation, when Paul was brouglt
before him * ; Claudius Lyfias, Feitus,
and Felix, 1n their treatment of the
{fame apoltle, were not unmercifully
fevere ; and the centurion, whofe pri-
foner he was 1n his voyage to Itly,
was very much attached to him. Bu
the Jewiflh priells, fcnibes, and elders,

* See Difquifitions concerning the Antigquitie
of the Chriftian church, chap. 1.

confpired
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confpired to murder our Saviour with-
out a trial, {uborned perions to bear
flfe witnels againft him, and bribed
one of his followers to betray him ;
and the fame aflfembly, or their fucce(~
fors in office, connived at a {cheme;
and of courfe concurred in it, for
the aflaflination of Paul. In a word,
it appears, that the greater part, and
what we call the better fort, of the
Jews of that age, when they had re-
olved on any meafure, would not hefi-
tate to employ any means, however
unjuft, cruel, or fhameful, 1n the ac-
complifhment of it. That a nation fo
utterly profligate fhould have at the
fme time produced twelve men of
fuch exalted piety, generous bene-
volence,. and morals {o refined and {o
perfect, as Jefus Chrift and his apoftles,
is almoft as great a miracle, by thé

acknow-
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acknowledgment of Rouffeau himfejf

(who is not partial to the facred wri.
ters), as any that ftands on record

There muft have been fomething ex.
traordinary in the caufe, that could i
thefe circumftances produce charaétes
fo tranfcendently excellent.

Or our Lord’s difciples, previoufly
to their converflion, we know little ; but
this we know, that they foon after be-
came preachers and patterns of right-

¢oufnefs. How is it poffible that this
fhould have been the effe& of their en-
mhin?r N an impoﬁurc?‘ Can the con-
tinued pra Gice of hypocrlfy and lying
improve and purify the heart? The
age wherein they lived, being more
enlightened than any that had- gone
before it, and beyond meafure addited
to dlfputatlon and 1nquiry, was a ‘moft

unfavour-
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unfavourabl? period for the introduétion
of any publick fraud. In all that parc
of the world the arms of Rome had
eftablithed her policy, the exatnefs
whereof is well known : and the Greek

learning, univerfally f{tudied by the

Romans, was likely to be carried into

every country that was {ubject to their

pOWCI’.

IT deferves particular notice, that,
tll after the death of their mafter, the
spoftles were never cured of the na-
uonal miftake, that the Meffiah was to
be a great tempor-al prince, and to make
the Jews the moft powerfu] people in
the world. © Accordingly we find, that,
immediately after his crucifixion, they
were greatly difconcerted, and at a lofs
what to think of him. ¢ We trufted,’
(id they, ¢that it had been he who

VOL. I. K ¢ fhould
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< fliould hLave redeemed Ifrael*. 4
that time, 1t feems, the crofs was 3
{ftumbling-block to them, as well ast
others. And no wonder, confidering
the hopes they had formed, and the f
difappointment occafioned by an even,
which, though he had plainly foretold
it, they were {fo unwilling to believe,
as to flatter themielves 1t could not
happen.  In this ftate of confufion and
trouble, 1f they had entertained any
{ufpicion of impofture, nay, if they had
not been certain that there was no im-
pofture, might they not, with a ven
rood grace, and 1s it not probabit
that they would, have returned to then
bufinefs and their firft religion, fayng,
This was not the man whom we be-
lieved him to be?  And as, for reafons

® Sece thelalt chapter of St. Luke, -
| -~ already
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Jreadv given, nothing could have been

' more agreeable to thetr rulers, than
" Juch a declaration from f{uch perfons, it

~ muft undoubtedly have promoted their

emporal intereft. But their adherence
- to their Lord, ard his cdufé, in cir-

cumftances fo very extraordinary, is a
proof that they knew they did right;
and were thoroughly fatisfied, that the
fupernatural knowledge, which they
received about this time from himfelf,
ofter his refurreCtion, and at the de-
fcent of the Holy Ghoft, was really
from heaven.

Tue reader will be pleafed to be-
tow a fecond thought on this argu-
ment. Let us for a moment take for
granted what is plainly abfurd,” and
fuppofe it poflible, that the apoftles,
during the /ife of their mafter, might

K 2 have
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have been mmpoied on; that the mi.
racles they faw him perform were net
real but Adétitous ; that the divine
tantity of his manners was affumed,
and not genume; and that the exctel-
lency of his doctrine, the authority that
accompanied all his words, and the ve-
neration which hrs prefence 1nfpired,
were the effeét of mere human elo-
quence and addrefs : yet {urely his deat/,
if it had put an end to his being, would
have at laft opened their eyes, and fa-
rished them, . that he was not what
e had d(*clucd himfelf to be. With
£51s PO -rfuafion, which on the prefent
fupp.olition they muft have. had, they,
Ii) mi‘lu‘nmﬂ' that he was rilen ﬂom the
cuicd, and in continuing to teach what
Le had taught, muft have knom
themifelves to  be impoi’cors  What
lien could be their motive to perfit

1N
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m a he? That which could be no
motive at all 1 the certain profpeét of
perfecution, and death, (for how could
they imagine 1t would fare better with
them, than it had fared with their
Mafter ?) without any advantage what-
ever to counterbalance thofe evils.
And what would have been their mo-
tives to return to their Jewuh profef-.
fion, and acknowledge they had been
impofed on? The ftrongeft that can
influence human nature : firlt, that in-
dignation, which would be natural in
men, who had forfaken all to follow
a perfon whom they now found to
have deluded them into a very danger-
ous fnare; {econdly, the hope of ad-
vancing their intereft, by doing that
which, for reafons already given, muift
have gratified their rulers in the high-

K 3 eft
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eft degree ; and, thirdly, the confciouf.
nels of having, as became honeft men,
performed a duty, which they owed to
themfelves, their religion, and their
country. In fall, if they were endow-
ed with any fhare of underftanding or
of {pirit, nay, if they were not both
xliots and madmen, 1t 15 not pofiible
to account for their condult on any
other {uppofition than this, that their
telimony is true. The man muft be
credulous indeed, as well as ignorant
of human nature, who can hefitate. to
admit this conclufion j=—unlefs he chole
ro reject the New Teftament hiftory
altogether.  And, if he do that, let him
account for the exiftence of the Chriftian
religion, 1f he €an. And let him no
more pretend, that credit 1s due to an-
srent records.,

YW HEN
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WHEW we commpare the four gof-
pels with one -another, we {ee nothing
ke collufion in the authors, but we
may fee very plain evidence that there
15 no colluion.  They do not all: re-
lte the fame things, nor iniexatly the
fame manner: nof does .any‘ione af
their books feem intended’ asiian ‘apox
logy for any other, oras d:icomment
wpon it. In the'ftyle of - ¢ach there ara
peculiarities; more obfervable  indeed
in the original Greek than in any
tranflation; but- the {fame wuUnaffeéted
fimplicity prevails through all. = Their
tefimonies differ not in any thing ma-
terial ; and yet they differ as' much as
is ufually expefed in witneffes, fepa-
rately examineéd, and -giving a. candid
account of what they had feen and
heard, A perfect co-incidence,  where
tefimonies confift of many particulars,

K 4. would
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would breed fufpicion of a pre-con-
cerwed plan:  a few flight variations,
i1 matters of lhittle moment, would in
inole cales imprefs a perfualion of the
inteerity of witneflfes.  If in this man-
ncr we judge of the veracity of one
another, and if the common ienfe of
mant:ind warrants the judgment, and
-hewr experience, after long trial, finds
0o {izw in 1¢, why fhould we argue from
Lifferent principles, 1n judging of ‘the
seracity of the evangelilts ?

favive all thefe things together,
very perfon who underftands human
cature, and has read the New Tefta-
c1ent with care, and with that humi-
'ty and teachablenefs, that form as it
were  the  groundwork of Chriftian
rith, muft be fatsfied, that the apoﬁ]es
were no unpoftors, but believed fin-
1 cerely
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cerely what they taught :=which, 1n-
deed, to a man of talte would appear,
1s obferved already, from the fimple
and artlefs manner in which they tell
their {tory, dehver their doétrine, and
record their own faults, miftakes, and

follies.

II. IT appears then, that they believed
what they taught, and what they record-
ed. And if {o, their faith muft have
been the effe&, either of wBAKNESS, Of
of WELL-GROUNDED CQNVICTION.

Or weaknefs it could not be -the
effect. Such of their doftrines as are
level to human capacity appear to bé
agreeable to the pureft truth, and the
foundeft morality. ~All the genius and
learning of the heathen world ; all theé
penctration of Pythagoras, Socrates,

and
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and Ariftotle, had néver been able td
produce fuch a fyftem of moral duty,
and fo rational an account of Provi-
dence and of man, as is to be fourd
in the New Teftament. Compared,
indeed, to this, all other moral and
theological wifdom |

Lofes difcountenanced, and Like folly thows.

Was the great apoftle .of the Gentiies a
weak man; he who fpoke and wrote
with fuch energy and addrefs, and
whole eloquence made a- Roman pro-
conful tremble? Were thofe weak
men, who taught a {yftem of opinions,
which even the fovereigns of the world,
and fome of the leaft cruel, the moft
learned, and the moft politick of them
too, thought it their intereft to bear

wown and deftroy, not with argument,
In
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iz which it would. appear they had no
confidence, but with fire aod . {word?
Were thofe weak men, who, in defi-
ance of perfecution, and in oppofition
to all the power, policy, and .learning,
of the Romap .empire,, .brought in,
though unarmed and defenclefs, . .a
new religion, which continues to this
day ; is gradually extending itfelf over
the earth more and more ; and by the
ftill fmall voice of reafon dajly puts to
filence, or confutes atr leaft, its moft
conning and moft 1inveterate : adver-
fartes? Were thofe weak men, who
taught that, which has given wifdom
and happinefs:to millions of -mankind,
and has" without violence ‘introduced
lato the manners and policy of a great
part of the world changes the moft
important and beneficial, ‘and likely to

be as durable. as the world itfelf?
Could
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Cowd thole, 1n fine, be weak men,
whom the moft inquifitive and moft
enlightened minds that have been on
carth fince their tume, whom Bacon
and Grotius, whom Newton and Boyle,
whom Hooker, Clarke, Butler, and
Sullingfleet, whom Milton, Clarendon,
Addifon, Arbuthnot, and Lyttelton,
have held in the higheft veneration, as
not only wife, but infpired ? FEither,
then, let the infidel admit, that the
publifhers of Chriftianity were not
weak men; or let him prove, that the

great perfions now mentioned were
deftitute of underftanding, or at leaft

1n that refpect inferiour to himfelf.

In. the {ciences it has often hap-
pened, that, from ignorance of nature,
men of great abilities have been led

mnto error, which accidental difcovery,
or
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or more accurate obfervation, has en-
bled fucceeding inquirers to reclify.
But no modern difcoveries invalidate
in the fmallett degree the proofs of our
religion. 'There 1s nothing in the phi-
lofophy of evidence that correfponds to
welefcopes or microfcopes, to eleftri-
city or magnetiim. Men judge of that
matter now, as they did formerly. Cre-
dible teftimony and their fenfes they
beliecved from the beginning, and they
do fo ftill. Nor has it yet been found
out, that any miracle recorded in the
Gofpel is impoffible to divine power,
or any doctrine there taught unworthy
of divine wifdom. Every new difco-
very in the vifible univerfe exalts, when
rightly underftood, our ideas of the
goodnefs and greatnefs of the Creator,
and ought, confequently, to cherifh
that love and fear of him, which the

6 “whole
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whole tenor of revelation commands 1.
to cultivate. And every late improve.
ment in criticiim and the knowledge of
antiquity 1s found, when applied to the
facred writings, to throw light upor
them, and, by fo doing, to confirm the
hiftory, and recommend the doctrine.
The progrefs of f{ctence, therefore,
whercby in {o many other refpeéts the
opiutons of the ancients have been
confuted or rectifred, fcems to. confirm
what the apoftles taught concerning
the religion ‘of Jefus, by proving it
permanency and wnalterable nature.

"GrRANTING then, that the modern
infidel, profiting by the difcoveries of
latter times, may be better informed
in the f{ciences than the primitive
Chrithans. were; 1t wtll not follow
that he, ar that the acuteft of our phi-

lofopheérs,
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lofophers, can be a better judge of th

leading evidences of Chriftianity. It
is true, that in {ome things we are not
{o credulous, as the world muft have
been while philofophy and hiftory were
little known; and that of courle we
are more {crupulous in the examina-
tion of fome forts of ewdence. But,
in regard to thc miracles, whereof the
apoftles were cyc -witnefles, which they
recorded in théir writings, in the be-
lief of which they lived and died, and
moft of whiéh their enemies of that
ime did not deny, they were as little
iable to be impofed on, as if each of
them had poﬁeﬁcd the learning of Gro-
tis, w1th the penetratlon of Newton.
For fueh was the nature of thofe mira-
cles, that, to make an attentive fpec-
tator .a competent judge of them,
ncu:her Ic.armnfr nor genius was ne-

ceﬂ'ary ;
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ceftiry ; nor any other talent or accom.
pliibment, but a found mind, an he.

neit heart, and the right ufe of one’s
fenfes.

Trry faw men, whom they and 4l
the country knew to have been blind
from thetr birth, made to {ee in an
in{tant, without the application of any
inflrument or medicine: they faw le-
profy, palfy, and other obftinate dif-
c¢a.cs, removed in the fame manner, by
barely {peaking a word: they faw the
¢ o ratied o life, yea raifed even from

j

the grave: they {aw a man's ear cut
¢iv by the fword of Perer, and the
wound  1mmediately  healed  with 2
tcuch @ they faw water converted 1nt
wine i the prefence of many perfons,
wino drank of 1t and were fatisfied
thut the transformation was real: they

them-



themlvlves were part of a multitude of
five thoufand, whofe hunger was al-
layed by a few loaves and fifhes, when
more fragments were left than there
had been food at firft: they faw their
Mafter walk on the furface of the_'f_e_a: ;
and they were prefent, when at his
command a ftorm was changed into a
calm.

By the -inftantaneous operation jlq;af
the fame divine word, they ﬁequeq!f;y
faw human bodies fet free from the
tyranny of demons: for that God, in
order to manifeft the fupvémacy' of his
Son over the powers of darknefs, as
well as over the vifible univerfe, might,
at that time, and in that country, per-
mit evil fpirits to moleft mankind more
than ufual, will not be affirmed to be
either 1mpoffible or improbable, by

VOL.I. L thofe
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thofe who acknowledge the poffibiiiy
of revelation. Or 1if we fuppofe the
diftemper to have been no other thm

madnefs, or than epilepfy (which
however the general tenor of the hi

tory will hardly permit us to {uppofe),
the cure mu® {till be allowed to be
miraculous. I'or to remove thefe dif-
eafes by fpeaking a word, and to expel
a demon, are equally beyond the reach
of human power, and equally cafy 0

that which is divine.

T 1z apoftles heard their Mafter fore-
tel feveral events, particularly his cru-
 cifixion and refurretion, and they faw
that, as well as fome of his othci'l pro-
phecies, accomplithed. They faw him
publickly crucified, pierced with 1
{pear, and burlcd Thcy faw the pro-

- digies that accompanied * his laft fuf
fering;
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fring; at leaft they mult have . icen
the preternatural darknefs, and felt the
eerthquake; and the rending of -the

veii of the temple they ‘would not have
mentioned, 1f they had not known
that it was fo. Three days after, ac-
cording to his predition, they faw:him
dive again; converfed with -hi: m,..ate
and probably drank with . him, felt l'us
hody to be a real mateiial body, felt
even the {cars of his wounds, faw. him
frequently during the fpace ©of - forty
days; and finally,  were ftanding by
him, and receivi'ng his benedition,
when in open day they faw him afcend
owards heaven, following him with
their eyes till a cloyd recelvcd him out
of their ﬁght | |

THESE are falts,. in regard to whigh
hey could not ‘be miftaken, though
L 2 they
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they had been the moft credulous
mankind. But credulous they wep
not: fome of them; on the contran,

feem to have been unreafonably fcep.
gcal. Indeed, if we allow them
have had common wunderftanding
which no perfon who kHows thei
frory will deny, we muft fuppofe, tha
they would not rafhly, or withotit ful

convittion, engage 1in a caufe, which
in a temporal view was likely to cof

them fo dear. They were, it is tru,
'unlettercd men: but the propriety of
their conduét, the wifdom 'Qf thei
doltrine, and the fuccefs of their mi

niftry, are fo much the clcarcr proofs
of thclr mfplratlon |

O~z of them, a man of learning and
uncommon abilities, a zealous Jew an
an unrelenting perfecutor of Chnit;
1ans



qns, 1n the midft of his fanguinary
areer, while he ¢ verily thought with
. himfelf” that the caufe he had en-
gagcd 1n was acceptablé to God, and be-
neficial to his country ;=—while, by ad-

hering to 1t, he feemed to have every
thing to hope that could gratify his
umbition, and while, by revolting
ffom it in the way he did, he had
every temporal inconvenience to fear
that can intimidate human nature :—w
this man, I fay, while in thefe cir-
cumftances, and charged with a pub-
lick commiffion which he himfelf had
folicited from the high prieft, and
~at the head of a train of attendants,
was, together with them, at noon-
day, ftruck to the earth by an ex-
wraordinary light from heaven; in
confequence of which he became a
Chriftian, declaring that he had been

L 3 warned
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warncd by a fupernatural voice; re.
ncunced for ever all worldly purfuit,
.1l cheerfully {ubmitted to  poverty,
nerfecution, and death, for the religion

of Jelus.

WaAaT could be his motive? Was
i a regard to duty, founded on hi
nowledge, and his love, of the truth?
‘i'lien 1s his condu¢t ealily accounted
for; and his refignation to the many
+vils he had to fuffer was the affedt of
t':.at fupport, which pious men receive,
om the approbation of * their own
mihd, the hope of future reward; and
the enhvening influcnce of divine
crace. I‘rom any cther principle 1s i
«0ffible to account rationally for his
conduct? Was 1t {rem luft  of fame,
tiic defire of pleafure or of power, or
in order to better his fortune, that. tis

marn,
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man, with a mind elevated by genius,
and enlightened by learning, chofe to

defcend, with certain, imminent,” and
dreadful danger to himfelf, from a high
and honourable ftation,~=that he might
become the aflociate of a few poor,
defpifed, perfecuted, and illiterate fifh-
ermen, among whom he never affumed
any {uperiority, and whofe Mafter had
lately been put to an i1gnominious
death as a malefector, not only of the
worft kind, but alfo of the meaneft con-
dition ¢

INn a word, Paul either was, or was
not, an irﬁpoﬁor. If he was an 1m-
poftor, he muft have been a very fin-
gular one indeed. For, inftead of aim-
ing at riches, honour, pleafure, or
power (and at one, or other, or all
of thefe, all other impoftors have aim-

L 4 ed),
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cd), hts h0pcs and purpofes muft i
every refpe€t have had a contrary di
reftion. He muft have preferred con-
tempt to honour, imprifonment to I
berty, danger to fecurity, and {courging,
ftoning, hunger, nakednefs *, and mar.
tyrdom (for they were all before him,
and he underwent them all without a
murmur,) to a life of eafe and afflu-
ence. And, finally, being a {trit Pha-
rifce, and confequently believing a fu-
ture ftate, he muft, without any tem-
poral allurement whatever, have pre-
ferred damnation to happinefs in the
world to come. But could he thus
in every fenfe of the word, prefer mi- ..
fery to -its oppofite? If he could, he
was a madman :—which his' writngs
and hiftory prove he was not.

% 2 Cor- xi-i17ln I COI‘- iV. 11, Il:’ 13'
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Ir he was no impoftor, he muft have
been an honeft man: and, that being
admitted, we muft alfo admit what he

eltifies concerning the manner and
confequences of his converfion; 1n

other words, we muft believe the gof-
pel to be true. And if he was the au-
thor of thofe epiftles, which ever fince
they were written have borne his name ;
and if he taught thofe doltrines, which
the phyfician Luke, his fellow-traveller,
heard from his mouth, and has re-
corded ; he muft  have been no frantick
or weak enthufiaft, but a perfon of good
underftanding, (if exemplary virtue, and
of the higheft attainments in true wif-
dom ;=—1n that wifdom, I mean, ¢ which
‘15 from above,” and which tends to
purify our nature, and make 'us happy,
both now and for ever. The thir-

teenth
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teenth chapter of his firft epiftle to the
Corinthians would alone prove him to

have been one of the beft and wileft
men that ever lived.

1 saip, that Paul, if he was not an
impoftor, muft have been an honeft
man : and, this being admitted, that
the gofpel muft be true. If indeed 1t
could be fhewn, that he was credulous,
and that before his converfion he had
entertained any partiality to the doc-
trines znd charalter of Jefus, 1t might
feern podible at leaft, though no doubt
very improbable, that his paffions and
“imacrination might have difordered his
judginent; and perverted his fenfes;
and, therefore, that the circumftances
of his converfion, though bclieved
by him to be real, might have been

vi{ionary,
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vifionary. Well: was he a credulous
man? or had he any partlahty of this

kmd 7

So far was he from being credulous,
that all he had heard of our Lord’s

miracles (for he muft have heard of
them, and from . eye-witnefles too), had
no weight with him; and notlung
could overcome his incredulity,  but:
» miracle wrought upon himfelf: —
wrought, not in darknefs or in foli-
tude, or at a time when any thing had
happened to enfeeble or deprefs his
mind, but at noon-day, in the publick
hichway, itn the midft of his adherents,
in the neighbourhood of a great town,
and while he himfelf was employed, as
he firmly believed, in the fervice of God,
and of his country. And {o far was he

flom entertaining any, partiality to the
Chniftizan
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Chriftian caufe, that, ull this miracle
was wrought for his converfion, he
looked upon Jefus as an impoftor and

blafphemer, and upon the difciples, as
a fet of men, whom 1t was 1in the

higheft degree meritorious to perfecute
and deftroy.

IN fome of his epiftles, addreffed to

churches he had planted, we find him
declaring, as a thing which they knew

to be true, that he was endowed with
the power of workmg mlracles, and
had  altually wrought many. If the
faét had been otherwﬁc, would he have
| hazarded {uch a declaration, in writing
to a peoplc, among whom he knew he
had perfonal oppofers, and whom he
was reproving for feveral irregulan-

ties* ? And if the fa& was fo,—if he

'® See Butler’s Analogy, partii. chap. 7.
really
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really was a worker of miracles, as
well as a preacher of the pureft and
ublimet morality, muft we not con-
ider him, asin a very peculiar man-
ner, and in a very high degree, favour-
ed by that Being, who is the giver of
every good and of every perfeét gift?
They who believe in God, and candidly
weigh all thefe circumftances, will not
objeét to St. Paul’s’ veracity. And if
that which he teftifies concerning him-
felf be true, it is abfolutely impofiible
that the gofpel can be falfe.

INDEED, the converfion of this great
man, and his conduét both before and
after he became an apoftle, do alone
amount to fuch a proof of our religion,
as cannot be overthrown;—in ~any
other way, than by proving the .{!E: of
the Apofiles, and the fubfequent Epiftles,

O
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to Oc fittion and forgery. The reader
wiit tind a full, an elegant, and, I think,
an uaanlwerable illuftration of this ar-
criment, in ord Lyttelton’s Remarks
¢z 2le Cuinveiytun of St Paul.

Axp now, to conclude this part of
the {ubject,~—Let them, who are ac-
quainted wich the hiftory of our Sa-
vioii, attend to 1t ever {o flightly, and

=i

ren fay, what regard 1s due to the
judirment of thofe, who talk of eleétri-
civvoend  magnetifm as principles in
~orore capable of exalting  the man
who underitands them 1nto a worker of
miracles, Wil magnetifm or eleétri-
citv, or any' other natural principle
that can be mientioned, enable the per-
fon who is fkilled in it to raife himfelf
or others from the dead; to cure dif-
~afes by fpeaking a word; to foretel

future
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fiture events; to make a few logves
and fithes a f{ufficient meal for five
thoufand men; to publith a {yftem or
morality more perfeét than any other
that ever was in thé world; to ‘impart
to other men the power ‘of working
miracles, and parucularly, of fpéai{ing
inguages they had never learned? We
hive heard of making the agitation of
water fubfide by pouring oil on it:

Plutarch mentions this as a well-known
fit, quotes Ariftotle’s reafon - for it,
and gives' another of his own*; and
of late 1t 1s faid to have been proved by
experiment ; but who will undertake to
calm the fea by uttering a word !

Taey who compare the meeknefs
and benevolence, the candour and mo-

® Plut. Nat, Quaft, 12.
’ defty,
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defty, the power and the dignity, f

our Saviour, with the craft, fecrecy,
|

and oftentation, of a juggler, (on
trembles even to think of the comp.

rifon,) and find no material differenc

between the mighty works of the on
and the petty tricks of the other, ar

far beyond the reach of argument, an
muft, on this {ubjelt at leaft, ke abf.

lutely irrational. As well might the
fay, that the juggler, becaufe he c
thift a card, or manage an eafy calc-
Jation, muft have the command of m-
turc, and the power of changing death
into life. The clown, who fhould fay
{o, would be ‘laughed at for his credu-

ity and ignorance. What then fhll
we think’ of the philofopher, who, in
his judgment of our Saviour’s miracle,
fhows himfelf equally ignorant and cr-
dulous?

8 LasTLy;
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LasTLy ; the apoftles found them-
{elves endowed, agreeably to their
Lord’s prediftion, with the power of
working fuch miracles as he had
wrought. They faw the lame walk, the
living drop down dead, and the dead
arife to life, at their command. They
felt them{clves on a {fudden enabled to
{peak a wvariety of languages they had
never learned; a talent which, in the
courfe of their miniftry, they muft have
had frequent occafion to exercife. In
this 1s it probable, is it pofiible, that
they could be miftaken?

T HEIR faith, therefore, was the ef-
fe&t, not of ’\VEARN'I;:SS, but of WELL-
GROUNDED coNvicTION. CoONSsE-
QUENTLY THEIR TESTIMONY IS TRUE.

END OF THR FIRST VOLUME,

VOL. X« M
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