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o R AT· ION. 

FRIENDS AND FELLOW-C'JTIZENS, 

"\](1.. , 
V V E are now aifembled to. cele·­

brate the moR fplendid era that graces the amnah 
of nations: ... '\11 era~,. the re(;o,lle8.ion of whicl} 
kindles up a laudable and lively il:rdour in th~ 
breafts of patriots. Ever; finee the memory of 
man, m~)ft nationlS ha\1¢ diftinguifhed certain 
tpochas com~nemorative of great events. The 
obje8 of this ~ffembly is not. to celebrate the 
natal day of a powerful monarch, at whofe feet we 
fupine ourfe1ves with bafe humility; not to bear 
in mind the many vi8ims which have been immo­
lated .. to fatisfy the thirU of regal ambition; but 
to water y.vith c)ur tears the la11rels tllat decorat~ 
th~ tombs of our anceflors, to rejoice in liberty, 
and to hail the birth-day of our. national inde­
pendence. l'h(~ celebration of tllis day', like th,~ 
t~~ttered erlfignwhi(~h ,has fur\,j'ved tl1c battles of 
our fathers, brings to our recoHe8ion the miferie.~ 
of foreign fubjugation, infpires us with ~ilita~·y 
ardour, unites with a magic power tht~ fons of 
fr1eedom" and vibrates her energies in the bofoms 
of Americans. Already, on fimilar olccafions, 
11a.8 the tongue elf tlle clrator bcft()'Ned all t11e 
tr()pes olr eloqllence, an<i the pell ()f the p()et 
lavifhed. all the flights of fancy upon the fplendour 
of !\f,lleriican vja()ri~s. ']'}lC ller()es \\'110 !)~cd ill 

~ , 

()ur 



( 4 ) 
, 

our ~vohitional'y W'at, have been rub, by' 0\'.». 
l>ards in the higheR firains ()f panegyric .. But IJq 
this anniv(!rfary, new fcenes arife in our political 
11elnirpherf~. Twelv~ InOt\t~1s feldoql produce! a 
greater change in the poj~tical'fentirhtnts of any 
nation5~ tll.ln that which tile evellts pf the fa,m~ 
p~riod have produced in· America. Let us pafs 
pver, but nt)t forget, tIle deed~ of forn)er tiDles, 
and ·take a ilion- furvey of the caufes which pro­
dtlce'u ~his great reyolution in Otlr bofo~~. 

Twenty .. two revohring years hlvt now elapfed,­
Jinc~: the fun of freedom aror~ in maje~y on thit 
weftd'n world. Wh~n ~e firft appeared above 
the llorizon, hi§ beams, like ~ho!e ~jf. yonder 
brilliant luminary, at times were encircled witb 
vapour and Cmoke; but his hdhe increafed in 
fun proportion to his ... f«i:nt. \\l(: purfued him 
in his refu.lgent career, until 'every clo~d was 1011 
in his brightnefs. We heht.ld hirn di8',ding life., 
and f]?lendour, and joy, over four millions of 
peopr~. Since t~e termina~,i()n Qf ~he la~e Ameri­
can w·~r, tIle lTr.lted States i.ave attratted the at­
tention of all nations. Or,r·pro6table' commerce 
'has whi 4tened our coafts 1Iiith the canvafsl of the 
world. The tree of liberty, pl~nted by the hand 
ofGODhimfelf, cherifht!d by oUt' anceftors, and 
~"atere(l with their blood---that tree ,w\'hofe:branch .. 
es fhade the Union, has invited the opprefi"edfrom 
all q~arters of the globe, and with them fome 
turbulent and fa8ious fpirits, who never can reft 
Hnd.er a~y govlrnment,.have been admhted. 'c Binc 
ille mali laoes"-hence; p~.,t of our Dli8fortQnes-, ! 

they ale not only admitted, but join our public 
CQ'un(:ils. Such is 't1ne inCa\ltious ~,enjgnity fof 
our laws! N(J tyrant 'here fways the iron fceptre 
ofi ullcontrpuled dominion. Our Confiitution , , ' , .." 'and 
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'lld Government are fouftded on the immuta\', 
principles of jufi:ice, an~l our laws difptay mild. 
~lef§ :in their compofition, ~lnd inflexibility in their 
(:xe(;ution. Their, inilutl1lte, like the lisbt of 
Heaven, fpr~ads equally on all diftin8ibns:of men. 
Tl. is happy condition of our country haS" raifed 
her nigh on t~e rolls of fame. 'Her brilliancy 
lights up ,the countenante, and ~r. impofing 
majeftr commands v~neratiop. 
. Nattons and ind~vidual8 are go.vemed by the 
felf·fame priociples of ~aion. Impartiality, i~. 
iegrity, ltonoar and virtue, have ever been the 
{hiking charaaerifli~s of the U niled States, in 
the!!' ip.ter~o~rfe 'With for1eign nations. In no 
iftftant~ can they be ,charged wi,b a vi.ola.tion of 
~ny . Qr thefe g~eat and rundtamen~al pnnOlple~ of 
lUftl~~aD .. d .poh~y~ Whenever mlfun~erfta~dlngs 
have prevailed, ~ey have always luther-to, one 
inftance e~cep~ed,. been adj1llRed'by ~icahle ac­
J:ommod:ation.· Sinoe the (:ommence1J1ent of -the 
wonderful tConvullioos . which" at tbis 'moment 
~giul'te .all 'Europe to its centre, the ntuation of 
~be United States has been truly alarming. Eng­
-land. that 'nation frlom \vhom \ve once boafted tl1at 
our 'aRceftors defcel1ded, has committed depre~ 
~ati&ns on our commerce. 'Jealous of our friend­
ihip, fro~ thatftrong :attachment which at the 
,commencement of the F"rench re,yolution feemed 
to have "ound us to Franc.~ by an infeparable 
connexion, and {t,u.ng with the rememb ranee of 
former r~fentment&, ·fllr: dtt~nll>tcd the QiHurbance 
of the tranquility and repofe of this country. 
Every aHionwhich wore the leaR appearance of 
partiality towards. Fra.nce im:reafed her jealoiily, 
and fharpened tbe dagger of her refentmcnt .. But 
the great e~~nt '·\·C l1l)W celebrat.e, anel tIle pure 

. and 
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and unconquerable fpiritof united Ametka,. hav:o. 
taught her the ufefulletrog, that we ar,e, and wH~ 
be, free and indep(~nden~. . ': 
, · Had France beell equally ;ratjon~l and d.odle" 
ou~r friendlhip with her:. might 'have {lill ·fubfified. 
But lhe {pu~ned the o1ive-:braR~h which w~ h~ld 
out to all nations, and which England, Spain, am\ 
many other powers, hav.e th.OQ,gh.t h an b,o~oqr tQ 
accept. . f 

. ,The French revolution, ,that gt,eat fyRem, 
burft forth fo fuddenly" and with fuch a glare of 
novelty, that the eyes of ~mankind were dazzlec\ 
with its beams. America beheld the fpe8ac1e 
with afionifllmellt, alld was for a. time fafcinate<J 
with the ftriking but deceptive colou.rs which glit­
tered in the eyes of a deluded imagination., At 
this period France folemnly proclaimed to the 

, world that a free Conftitution was he.r objea, and 
th'lt liberty and equality, or the righ~s of man, 

, were the po]e-tlar of lH:~r condua. Firmly .re ... 
lying on the fincerity of ~ his declaration, American 
hearts triuIJ1phed at the glory of her viBories. 
Blinded with the falfe glare' of her profeffions., 
and· with a {hong fenCe of obligation to a coun­
try whore rulers had b~eJ\~n our friends, we im­
plored Heaven that conq"-:(dl: might attend her 
arms. But there enchantir~~~ fcenes, there " bafe­
lifs fabrics of a vijion.," which fo enraptured 
Alnericans, are diffolved, (·'.nd, like a beautiflll 
froft-work, melted into nothj;·lg. Our fondeR ex· 
pe8ations, the tender leaves ;)fhope, were b~afted 
by the mildews of faHion ar;d anarchy. Fond­
nefs for novelty, thou,~11 in rome degree com­
mon to all Olen, is particularly charaaerifiic of the 
!-f'rcllch llatioll. 1~lle merits of that political 
fabric, I)y rc\'C)llltlollary deT!1()lliacs ir) Frallc;,e 

cal lef\ 
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dtlled a COllftitution, Vlere to be decid-ed, not by 
the unbiaffed determination of the people, but 
they, were compelled to admire and adore it wit~ 
the bayonet at their breaRs. While the people of 
'F-rance were enraptured with this 'new politica.) 
prodigy, their iniquities wer~ confined : within 
their own territories. . The blo()dymaffacre of 
their King and Queen, of their men of honour, of 
genius, of virtue" of fcience, of morality and of 
:religion, was but the cornmencement of tile awful 
tragedy of wicked rapacity and legalized murder. 
The charm of novelty was however foon diffipat­
cd ; but tIle thirft for dom,jnation and power Rill 
re ,ained.· Intoxicated with ~mb'itionJ I they' 
viewed the riling intereRs of their neighbours 
with fufpition. Their envy excited {chemes of 
innovation, inconfiftent witll their o'li~n pretended 
Conftitution and the rights of the people, con­
trary to the laws of nations, and repugnant to the 
eternal principles of humanity, juillice and re­
ligion. What part of their Conftitution, or what 
rights of the people, authorized the:m to confine 
·thoufands, without e\gen ,the forms of trials, in 

· dungeons, or to firetch them on the fcafrold of 
judicial murder? \Vherc were the laws of nations, 

· 'When tlley illvaded Holland, and difplaced thle 
·Stadtholder ? When they penetrated Ital}', fub­
jugated her provinces, ereaed their military 
governments, and reduced a flonrifhing country 

. to a heap of ruins? \Vhen they affaulted the hap­
FY and unoffending Ca;ntons vf Switzerland? 

. When they piratically invaded the commerce of 
America? Where was their humanity, when they 
countenanced wild and favage tumult to prowl 
about the ftreets of their mighty metropolis? 

· When they malfacred univcrfally, without dif­
tinctiQfl 



. \ . 
tin8ion·of age or relJt? When tbe, hoke of' vii .. 
la~1 darkened the face of Heaven ~ Wbe~ wa~ 
their religion, when eve~ the boufe of GOD '\fa; 
~Iuted ~Y their crimes, and by ;th~r ~rile. 
the tomb ltfelf was no refuge from theIr \flo1enct I 
Where. was their juftic.:" when, .. after pillag-
ing almoft to .annihilation t~ trade of me Uaitd 
States, thty . demandtd of -them upwards or fl •• 

T&SK. MILLioNS or, DOLLAk., . merely for the 
'Purchaf~ of CDftlMOfltifJilii, , Tlti .. is their boaft .. 
'~d liberty and equality r ~ow ~fite.·i. ita ~f­
feas to Ameritan fr~eciom, that eman,tion frelli 
Heave1lj which fublimes our fouls, and which· ia 
interwoven with the very ltReb of our ,e:iiftence. 
An enthufiaftiC, people, :ftrtigsling foru~iverfal 
'empire, and the fobjugation.of the world,. i. ·pou·r­
't~ayed in lively,tolours in every feature of Frendi 
politics. While France 'purfued rational Uber­
ty" we rejoiced in the gio;ry. of her aims i but 
.hen the loft fight of her :firft objea, .nd pur-
. rued a phantom~when the deluged die wotJdwith 
blood, we lamented ,her departure from the 'paths 
of political integrity. 11le parosyfm of this 
l'evdlutionaty fever in France, has produced atro­
cities fu.fficient. to "harrO'lJJ 11,; our fouls" wit~ 
indignatioDJI and ",10 curdle the-blood in our veins." 
Liberty has been prophaned, humanity has been 
outraged. True liberty, the daughtet and beft 
,gift of Heaven, is infepar'able from virtue, 'froni 
fcience,-from IDorality. -and from all the tellder 
ties of focial..fif~e. To preferve otjr Conftitution 
and government entire, is our urAited objea.­
Amidft all the violent convulfions produced by the 

, French revolution, America has preferved a' firm 
and unfhaken neutra1ity. Notwithftanding the 
"old clamours of malevolence; and the fly infinu-. . 

atlon. 
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.~t;ons of intrigue
" 

America has never clcp:trtc"a 
i"rom the great principles of national jufiice, integ-, 
rity and honour~ or violated the fo!cmn faith of . 
national· compa8:;. \Ve have not only fuffered 
great inj\iries frmti the hands of }"'rance, hut we 
have beell treate.i with the gr()fi'efi . illfltlt, Ul1d 
moft fuperciliousl contempt .. All this ·\\'e have 
borl1e witll calan di~nity, and t.illdbal~.d refolu~ 
tion. She WCiS fenfibJe of our attachment to 11cr, 
al14 av.ailea herfeJtf of it. She Itt lodfe }-ter. arnl-­
ed. vdl'els, like tygers, to prey llpon our detellCe­
lei's C()lllmerce, ~wlJile fhe hypocritically courted 
O!lr friendfhip.. Little did \\Y~ think tllClt tlle . 
ffnile ()f fricndfhip OIl the fa~e, ,·eiled the callker 
af malice at .tlle,. heart. No pretext .has been 
9nlitted to plunder (lUr property, alld to infult 
the majefty of the ~ation. I-Ier fhips of war, ~~.'r 
tobbery, and plunder, hilve Clpproach.!d \(rithin the 
very bodies of our counties. To adjuit there in­
juries, mininer~, clothed with full powers f~.It ne~ 
gotialion, wert: dllilatched from the linitcd 
States to Fralltt!. ~I"lle effecls of tllis ellJuaffy are. 

~ 

£<.)() well kn()\\·n t.o rec
i 
II ire any cOlnmerit.. Mcthill k s . 

I fee indigllatil)tl flaill .in y()ur COlllltcnaticcs, anti 
~tl1eAmerica~1 tJ:lc)()d b()il ill 'iOllf ,'eil]~~ '.rllilc I , 

P'lcntion the fubjed. Upwards ofr: FTf. !.:~, ~\l::.· 
LION'S OF D()l.L.\R~ h.a\'c been det1!:\:l~Jetl ()i' llS; 

Jt~crclv 'a~ t!lC lJticc ()f. c~r~ aud;~'1!c~ ~":tl1 tire cxe-
J I 

crable t\~r;,ntSf' 'l'll(#!'e arc t.lle fruit·~ ()j' [o'1t'11Cll 
~ 

1 i b e r t)' . \\-Y i t i ~; l) ll, III J ~ (. ; J tIn t 1 ). t 1'1 e 11: Ill.~ \ ( ) r i l) II t I Y 
f II b tn itt 0 1.1: c r~ l) 3 ! C r'~ It \! j fi l i ( ) n \~:) \ \" i il ~.' (J II l J 1 n c -
11' furrcnder ronr il1d\.'pcnd;~llre into halld1\ pol­
l ~ 1 ted ,r i t \) r () b I) c r \. CA 1 t f i '\ ,: j t ! 1 ! n t1 Ide r / \ \ ~ j 'I , . 01 i 
h ear r h r '\' I ) k can c i" f tiC' t.. d 11 r oJ, • I) f f( (e j .'~ n 1I fUl: p n .... 

• • , • I ~ • '\ " .. ' ,. • d 
t\()'''j ,;, ··C b"'~ +f' ("t l)l.r'r~('l' t,)'l ·,.\r~ .. ·",,, /"1 ".111T ..... '·r· 

• I, " , I J • \ t. ,l 1 4. '" J. • '. ~ ~ • I • , .. • " LI, I • \, ':i ' ..... I • c, • '~\... • t • t . ( , 
, ... ,. \\~ II f() f nT () rei ; ~1 !) () tit 1 :) n " (.)! \'. J ~ 1 '\.; ~'l r ire all d 
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~re:nt your injuries, with an indignation propot:~ 
. tionate, if poHible,. to the a~gravations of t.he 01'­
felIce? 1'he nUl.lnber and tIle fplfit of the addreff­
eft, \Vllich, 011 tlhe d,fciofure.(),f the ba.fe deli1.~ns of 
that haugh~"y re}lut;'ic, llave been prcfenll·d to 
(lllr EX(~cut~'/f~ frorr.) ,a.il quarters of the UniC)Il, de­
,lare, \v ith errlpllalis) th(~ feelings of our cit.zens 
upon this great n.tional ftibjett. ,- Let us," il' 
the bold and ener~edc lallgullg/ of my Immediate 
vredc:cdfor, * "at leatt recei·..,c. OIU volley, bef,ue 
we throw down our arms." The very term in­
dcpclldence. of Wllich it is our prlcle to boa!!, itn-­
plies an eIJtire fepaldtion frorrl dependence ,,)n a 

-'connexi ()n with any po,ve'r' ()r nation orl· eartll for 
proteaion, when the exiHence.of our (:ountryis. 
~ndan.gere.d. Let us neither grovel at the feet of 
tIle French republic, nor cringe t(J the morlarcllY 
of England; but firmly repeat, what our great an­
ccfic)rs in th .• :! face of licavell declared, " trlat 
''Ie are, and ()f right ought to f)e, a frec, fove­
reign and independent people." 1vVeak. a.lld 
timorous debates no longer degrade our national 
~ouncjls. I n this common danger, . all party .. 
contells fink int() oblivion:; and whilft. our Ul'la­

nilnity remains firir\ and decided~ I truit Ollr 

ftreng(rl will rC111ain irrefiitiblc. Frorn St. Cr()iX!, 
to St. Mary's, bllt ()ne ,'oice, tIle v()ice of fi rtnnefs 
to fupport ()ur governmcllt, "alld to (1pp()fc the 
v ile machinations of an infid iOllS foc; echoes, 
Lom the people-while the geuius of our country 
cries, " To' (:zrrrLS ! to arn~s I"~ 

I-Iere l(~t 'us paufe a nlomellt, to indulge that 
fenfc elf 6rati t.udc \vhicll we feel t,)'wards the f;r,'~at 
Executive of our nation. The blefilngs of peace 
,induced him to make every overtu re, and to C Dm-

ply with all the requifitions which were confifl:-
crl ~ 
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~fft .... th the honour, the [afel~ and tht . dig(li,y; 
of his ·country; but· when: he difco\ tJ1t.d an at-' 

· tempt to humiliate -(lind . I{}ebaft~ us,' .his bO!<'''th 
~l()wNl withthatard~ur of,efentm'e~t w~'k,hbuf.r~~ 
In 'the brl"illt of ~lj undaunted' patr1()t:· '1;h~ P'\1-
lant~)f< ·ry., h~ pafriotMin,l.,,a;Id' the :Htmndsr &f: >()ur· 
llrefitlc.~jt·(ifld his pre'rle~tdr~r, co\ntn~~d ~h'e te·· 
fpc8s ·.'nd "el:cratibn of! A,ncricails.· ·11';tme {b·at' 
CiCl)lt the l1anlC:, ()f '\l.\~lll~(;TON 1114 AbA~fS 
d~h\ 11 t he long range of futu re ages, and Time 
fll~111 rcc(jrd thcIn. '\litIl a ,OCln1c,.as lafiillg ,as: his 

'. , . 
()\\il). ., . 

I cannot clore my Qbi~rv ations un this great 
()cr~"il)n, \\,itI1out warl~illg nlY fell()\\'~~iti~ens of 
til\,: (~~lIlger of forej~n influence. It .flrikc3 n-t tho 
Y cry r(\(Jt ()f tile (~Oll{litutj()rl. It lecr;e·tl¥,canl\.ef~ 
tl,c \' tlals of g{)vernme~~tJ ~Bd unnt;I\'CB th~ .rm of 
juh j«;. Though its firn .afpeH. is',u h~"n~r.fs as 
the I igl:t vapours that·' :wantonly . play : aCTors 
tlle f'l111tlle: ~~. fky, }'et it bear,S ill its. ~).funl t'h(C, 
( ' 't ,. '11 •. ... ", ," . t'~ F" r a' 'c f'~ 1" a S C l'll pI r,\ y cd l},.", r fC . a ,-. I ~ I I l ~ ,; .1 "-.. ~ .. ~ ~ l' • ! ~ '- ~ , v . I ~ 1 -

(:ll·t 'ge11ts\ ller private c()rrCfpOl1deJ1ts, q~d l1et 
jac( h'njc inccndj'Hlcf., iO. roulc 'f(~clition, and to 
fpr~~d uver (.ll1 land the fpirit ofd-ifolgan;'za .. 
!i()d. l.~~lt· by the influence of the gCI1:ios ()f free ... 
a()I}}, alld l)y the iIlte rp(){itie)ll of I-t(~ave.ll, their 
\vickecl rnacilirlatiOJ1S 11ave all l1ecll dcfcatc(l.' Let 
us then gllard agaillfi thig pe'~ ilenee tllf1t walkcth 
ill darkner~. III \' air. \\'illlle fllclter 11i~n'feJf in llis 
cavern from the {hong rays of national ref~nt-
illcnt. ~ 

Cit£zcns in .11 r'11ZS, 

This day infpires you with thr. n1anly fentiment!l 
of heroic valour .. -~1l'.thinks I fec you oppnfing 
your brcafls like a walt of adamant to ),our CIIC­

~iesJ braving dC~.t\l in de f'cIH':I.' of your country. 
1 ft!. 
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I "".joice tliz-t your numbers and your ~ ch"r~~'t. 
iocreafe in· proportion to .the d4ltlget· of the Urnes. 
'Tis a ,nark of· true n13.gl1allilDity, 'to cultivate 
witb attention the miE~ary a(t for. the defence of 
your country.~Sbould fhe callll glaqly obey her 
iummOlu. in f,.~U confid~lu;e that fhould you perHh 
in her (aufe, patr.iots wiil· weep over your gravcs~ 
and Hower:; of glolry will bloom upon your tombs. 

Eelio'CJ .. C it izerts, 
.l\.t thii ~:~ritital nldrnent, ,vlien the wllolc \\'()rl{l 

is in agitatloo, I call Upon you all., in the face of 
l-Ieaven, anfl ill the bouie of tIle GOI) ()f armie~~i 
ttl pled~e YOtt .. lives, your fortunes Clnd your ta­
cred h<1nour~, to fil~port the freedom and to main ... 
tain the digrjity of you r govermnent and country. 
Let France Stllli the w{)rld kno,~', tllat }\T11crica i~ 
tieither weak 'Of timid; th,tt flo panic f~ar of 
danger ftupifies her r(~llfibiljt.y .~Let her tyrants 
know, that you, are animated with the f"me pur~ 
.alonr and manly intrepidity .which marked your 
charaHers in you r late fuccefsful ftruggle fot in.,; 
dependence and gl()ry.-L~t them know, that while 
the laurels of fornl(, r v iil()ries fllade ,'ou It br()\vs, 
you hold in your h and ~ the deftruttion (;r tyrants.--l 
Let them know, that the fire of patriotilin is Hill 
llndiminifhed, ,and ~hat Y()U have f~\·()rll) Jj'ke I-fan­
nibal at tIle Ro,na:l altar, death to tIle enemie~ 
of our independcnce.-Ral1y round your great 
charter of union, the facred depofit of your liber­
ries.---Irl}ift under tIle barJflerS ()f frec(loln) 3tld 

c'rpirc in the Helll of battle-or, :lmidfi the ap;.i 
plaufes of YOllr F·llow-citizens, bear home in 
triumph the trophies of victory. 

r I S I \ •• 




