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. Frienps axnp Ferrow-CiTizENS,

\NE are now aflembled to cele-
brate the moft fplendid erathat graces the annals
of nations : An era, the recolleftion of which
kindles up a laudable and lively ardour in the
breafts of patriots. Ever fince the memory ot
man, moft nations have diftinguifhed certain
cpochas comixemorative of great events. The
sra}k))je& of this 2ffembly is not to celebrate the
natal day of a powerful monarch, at whofe feet we
{upine ourfelves with bafe humility ; not to bear
in mind the many vi€lims which have been immo-
lated, to fatisfy the thirft of regal ambition ; but
to water with our tears the laurels that decorate
the tombs of our anceftors, to rejoice in liberty,
and to hail the birth-day of our national inde-
pendence. The celebration of this day, like the
tattered enfign which has furvived the battles of
our fathers, brings to our recolle&tion the miferies
of foreign fubjugation, infpires us with military
ardour, unites with a magic power the fons of
freedom, and vibrates her energies in the bofoms
of Americans. Already, on fimilar occafions,
has the tongue of the crator bcltowed all the
tropes of eloquence, and the pen of the poet
lavithed all the flights of fancy upon the fplendour
of Americanvi€orics. The heroes who bled in
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our revolutionary wat, have been fung by oua
bards in the higheft ftrains of panegyri¢. But on
this anniverfary, new {cenes arife in our political
hemilphere. Twelve months feldom produce a
greater change in the political fentithénts of any
nation, than that which the events of the fame
period have produced in America. Let us pafs
over, bui not forget, the deeds of former times,
and take a fhort furvey of the caufes which pro-
duced ihis great revolution in our bofoms.
Twenty.-two revolving years have now elapled,
fince the fun of freedom arofe in majefty on this
weftern world.  When he firft appeared above
the horizon, his beams, like thofe of yonder
brilliant luminary, at times were zncircled wiih
vapour and {fmoke ; but his lufire increafed in
fuli proporuion te his afeent. We purfued him
in his refulgent career, uptil every clond was loit
in his brightnefs. We beheld hira diftufing life,
and {plendour, and joy, over four millions of
people. Since the termination of the late Ameri-
can war, the Usnited States have attrafted the at-
tention of all nations. Our profitable commerce
has whitened our coafts with the canvafs of the
world. The tree of liberty, planted by the hand
of GOD himfelf, cherifhed by our 2nceftors, and
watered with their blood.--that tree whofe branch-
es fhade the Union, has invited the opprefled from
all quarters of the globe, and with them {ome
turbulent and fa&ious {pirits, who never can reft
under any government,have been admitted. ¢ Hine
ille mali labes’’—hence part of our misfortunes—
they are not only admitted, but join our public
coancils. Such is ‘the incautious benignity of
our laws ! No tyrant here {ways the iron {ceptre
of uncontrouled dominion. Our Conﬁitutiog
an
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apd Government are founded on the immutablg
principles of juftice, and our laws difplay mild.
aefs in their compofition, and inflexibility in their
execation. Their influence, like the light of
Heaven, {preads equally on all diftin&ions of men.
Tl is happy condition of our country has raifed
her high on the rolls of fame. Her brilliancy
lights up -the countenante, and her impofing
majefty commands veneration.

~ Nattons and individuals are governed by the
felf-fame principles of a&ion. Impartiality, in.
tegrity, honour and virtue, have ever been the
finking charalleriftics of the United Siates, in
their intercourfe with foreign nations. In no
inftance can they be charged with a violation of
any of thefe great and fundamental principles of
'ugiu: and policy. Whenever mifunderftandings
{m\?e prevaited, they have always hitherto, one
inftance excepted, been adjufted by amicable ac-
romimodation. Since the commencement of the
wonderful convulfions  which at this moment
ugitate all Europe to its centre, the fituation of
the United States has been truly alarming. Eng-
{and. that nationfrom whom we once boafted that
our anceftors defcended, has committed depre-
dations on our commerce. Jealous of ourfriend-
thip, from that ftrong attachment which at the
commencement of the French revolution feemed
to have bound us to France hy an infeparable
connexion, and ftung with the remembrance of
former refentments, fhe attempted the diffurbance
of the tranquility and repofe of this country.
Every attion which wore the leaft appearance of
partiality towards France increafed her jeziouly,
aivd {harpened the dagger of her refentment. But
the great event wc now celebrate, and the pure

and



. ’ 6 )
and unconquérable fpm! of united America, have
taught her the ufeful leflon, that we are, and wili
be, free and independent.

‘Had France been equally rational and docn]e,
our friendfhip with her might have ftill {ubfifted.
But fhe {purned the olive-branch which we held
out to all nations, and which England, Spain, and
many other powers, have thought it an honour tq
accept.

The French revolution, that great fyﬁcm,
burft forth fo {fuddenly, and with fuch a glare of
novelty, that the eyes of mankind were dazzled
with its beams. America beheld the fpeftacle
with aftonifhment, and was for a time fafcinated
with the ftriking but deceptive colours which glit-
tered in the eyes of a deluded imagination. At
this period France folemnly proclaimed to the .
~world thata free Conftitution was her objett, and
that liberty and equalily, or the rights of man,
- were the pole-ftar of iicr conduft. Firmly re
lying on the fincerity of :his declaration, Amerlcan
hearts triumphed at the glory of her viflories.
Blinded with the falfe glare of her profeffions,
and with a ftrong fenfe of obligation to a coun-

whole rulers had been our friends, we im-
plorcd Heaven that conqueft might attend her
arms. But thele enchanting fcenes, thefe ¢ bafe-
lefs fabrics of a wvifion,” which {o enraptured
Americans, are dlffohed, ond, like a beautiful
{roft-work, melted into nothyng.  Our fondelt ex-
pcadtlom, the tender leaves »f hope, were blafted
by the mildews of faflion ard anarchy. Fond-
nefs for novelty, though in fome degree com-
mon to all nien, 1s partmularly charatteriftic of the
Frecuch nation.  The merits of that political
fabric, by revolutionary demeniacs in France

callcd
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called a Conftitution, were to be decided, not by
the unbiaffed determination of the people, but
they. were compelled to admire and adore it with
the bayonet at their breafts. ‘While the people of
France were enraptured with this new political
prodigy, their Iniquities were confined . within
their own territories. - The bloody maffacre of
their King and Queen, of their men of honour, of
genius, of virtue, of {cience, of morality and of
religion, was but the commencement of the awful
tragedy of wicked rapacity and legalized murder.
The charm of novelty was however foon diffipat-
ed ; but the thirft for domination and power ftill
re 1ained..  Intoxicated with ambition, ' they
viewed the rifing interefts of their neighbours
with {ufpicion. Theirenvy excited {chemes of
innovation, inconfiftent with their own pretended
Conftitution and the rights of the people, con-
trary to the laws of nations, and repugnant to the
cternal principles of humanity, jultice and re-
ligion. What part of their Conftitution, or what
rights of the people, authorized them to confine
thoufands, without even the forms of trials, in
.dungeons, or to ftretch them on the {caffold of
judicial murder ? Where were the laws of nations,
“when they invaded Holland, and di{placed the
Stadtholder 7 When they penetrated Italy, fub-
jugated her provinces, erefled their military
governments, and reduced a flourifhing country
- to a heap of ruins ? When they aflaulted the hap-
py and unoffending Captons of Switzerland?
. When they piratically invaded the commerce of
America? Where was their humanity, when they
countenanced wild and favage tnmult to prowl
about the ftreets of their mighty metropolis?
-When they maflacred univerfally, without did-
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tin&ion of age or fex? When the fmoke of vil-
lages darkened the face of Heaven? Where was
their religion, when even the houle of GOD was
polluted by their crimes, and by their facrilege
the tomb itfelf was no refuge from their violence ?
Where was their juftice,. when, after pillag-
ing almoft to annihilation the trade of the United
States, they demanded of them upwards of rir-
TEEN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS, merely for the
purchafe of common civility # This is their boaft-
ed liberty #nd equality | How oppofite-in its ef-
fefls to Ameritan freedom, that emanation from
Heaven; which {ublimes our fouls, and which is
interwoven with the very web of our.exiftence.
An enthufiaftic people, ftraggling for univerfal
‘empire, and the fubjugation of the world, is pour-
‘trayed in lively tolours in every feature of French
politics. While France -purfued rational liber-
ty, we rejoiced in the glory of her arms; but
when fhe loft fight of her firlt obje@, and pur-
fued a phantom——when fhe deluged the world with
blood, we lamented her departure from the paths
of political integrity. The paroxyfm of this
revolutionaty fever in France, has produced atro-
cities fufficient to ¢ harrow up our fouls’ with
indignation, and ¢“io curdle theblood in our veins.”’
Liberty has been prophaned, humanity has been
outraged. True liberty, the daughter and beft
gift o% Heaven, is inleparable from virtue, from
fcicnéc,-from morality,-and from all the tender
ties of focialdife. To preferve otir Conftitution
and government entire, is our united objeét.—
Amidft all the violent convulfions produced by the
French revolution, America has preferved a firm
and unfhaken neutrality. Notwithftanding the
bold clamours of malevolence, and the iy infinu-
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ations of intriguc, America has ncver dcp:mcq
from the great principles of national juftice, integ-
rity and honour, or violated the folemn faith of
national compatts. We bave not only fuffercd
great injuries from the hands of France, but we
have been treated with the groffet infult, and
moft fupercilious contempt. . All this .we have
borne with calin dignity, and unabated refolu-
tion. She was fenfible of our attachment to her,
and availed herfelf of it. She let lodfe her arm-
ed veflels, like tygers, to prey upon our defence-
lefs commerce, while fhe hypocritically courted
our friendfhip.. Little did we think that the
fmile of friendfhip on the face, veiled the canker
of malice at the heart. No prctext has been
omitted to plunder our property, and to infult
the majefty of the nation. Her fhips of war, for
robbery and p!under, have approach :d within the
very bodies of cur counties. 'T'o adjuit thefe in-
juries, minifters, clothed with full powers for ne-
gotiation, wertt difpatched from the United
States to Frante. The effecis of this embally are
toowell known to recuircany commerit. Mecthinks -
I fec indignation #ath in YOur countenances, and
the American blood boil in your veins, uhz.c l
mention the [ubject. Upwards of vivveuy a:
LIONS OF polLARs have been dc"nmdc«i of U\,
mercly as the price of an qudirnice '\';J; ii e oNe-
crable tyrants.  ‘Thele are the drdits Fiench
liberty.  Will von, my connty e, nwinrmully
fubmit to thefe bale requifitions 2 Will vou tame-
‘y iurrender vonr inde pu.dmce into lnands pol-
1ted with mhbu\ ul'(l with murder? Will you
hear n voke and the feonr ol fe relgn ufurpa-
Froyry, ‘C beatls of ‘)Hr!‘a(n and palenw ciinge and
5';.&»'1') ffm more Tmnotition T O vl o rife a nd

L vefont
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rt:!bnt your injuries, with an indignation propor.
tionate, 1f poflible, to the aggnavatmns of the of-
fcncc? The number and the {pirit of the addrefl-

s, which, on the d:{clofure u»f the bafe deligns of
1hat hauoh’y republic, have been prefcnud to
our Executive from all quarters of the Union, de-
clare, with emphafis, the feelings of our cit.zens
upon this great n.tioral fubjett. ¢ Let us,” in

the bold and energetic languag: of my imwcdiate
predeceffor,* ¢ at lealt receive.one volley, before
we throw down our arms.”  The very term in-
dependence. of which itis ourpride to poalt, im-.
phies an entire {eparation from dependence on 1
-connexion with any power or nation on earth for
protection, when the exiftence of our country is
endangered. Let us neither grovel at the fect of
the French republic, nor cringe to the monarchy
of England ; butfirmly repeat, what our great an-
ceftors in the face of Hcaven declared, ¢ that
we are, and of right ought to be, a free, fove-
reign and independent people.” Weak . and
timorous debates no longer degrade our naticnal
councils.  In this common danger, all party.
contefts fink into oblivion ; ; and whillt our una-
nimity remains firin and decided, I truff our
firength will remain irrefiitible.  From St. Croix
to 5t. Mary’s, but one voice, the voice of firmnefs
to {upport our government, and to oppoic the
vile machinations of an infidious foe, echoes
f.om the people—while the genius of our country
cries, *“ To arms ! to arms I’

Here let us paufe a momeni, to indulge that
fenfc of gratitude which we fecl towards the groat
Executive of our nation. "i'he blcilings of peace
induced him to make every overture, ard to com-
ply with all the requifitions which were confift-

ent
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ert with the honour, the {afety and the digoivg
of his country ; but whenthe difcovéred an ag-
iempt to humiliate and «debaft us, his bolom
glow’bd with thatarddur of refentment which burns
1n the breaft of wp undaunted patriot.. Fhe phi-
lanthrepy, he patriotddim,and the ftrnincis of our.
Prefidei t-and his predeceffor, command the te-
{peéts «nd vereration of Aincricans. Fame fhalh
clcort the names of WasninetoN and Apams
dowu the long range of futare ages, and Trme
fh-li record them with a name as Jafling as bis
oW, L A S

I cannot clofe my obfervations gn this great
aceefion, without warning my fellow.citizens of
tne canger of foreign influence. It firikes at the
very root of the Conflituvion., It lecretly cankers
the vitals of government, and unnegyes the arm of
jufrice  Though 1ts fisft .afpe&i?%; hapmlefs as
the light vapours that- wantenly. play. acrofs
the frmme:’s {ky, yet it bears nats bofom the
ciewsnis of acachs Fravee has emnployed her fe-
cret cgents, her private correfpondents, and her
jacc brnic incendiaries, o roule fedition, and to
[preed over our land the {pirit of diforganiza-
tioi:  But by the influence of the genius of free-
dom, and by the 1interpofition of Heaven, their
wicked machinations have all been defeated. Let
us then guard againft this peliilence that walketh
indarknefs. In vain will he fhelter himfelf in his
cavern from the ftrong rays of national refent-
anent. .

\

Citizens in Arms,

This day infpires you with the manly fentiments
of heroic valour.—Mecthiuks 1 fee you oppoling
your brealts like a wall of adamant to your enc-
mics, braving death in defence of your country.

. I re-
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I r&joice thizt your numbers and your * charggtor?
increafe in proportion to the danger of the times.,
*Tis a mark of truc magnanimity, to cultivate
with attention the military art for the defence of
your country.~~Should fhe call, gladly obey her
fummons, in full confidence that fhould you periih
in ker caufe, patricis wiil- weep over your graves;
and flowers of glery will bloom upon your tombs.

Feliow-Citizens, |
At this <ritical mdment, when the whole world
i$ in agltaiion, I call tpon you all, in the face of
Heaven, and in the houle of the GOD of armiey;
t8 pledge your lives, vour fortunes and your {a-
cred honours, to fupport the freedom and to main-
tain the dignity of your governinent and country.
Let Frante and the world know, that America i1s
rieither weak por timid; that no panic fear of
danger ftupifies her fenfibility.—Let her tyrants
know, that you_are animated with the fainte pure
valour and manly intrepidity which marked your
charatlers in your late fuccefsful ftruggle for in-
dependence and glory.—Let them know, that while
the laurels of former vittories fhade your brows,
youhold inyourhands thedeftru@ion of tyraits.—
Let them know, that the five of patriotfm is ftill
undiminifhed, and that you have {worn, like Han-
nibal at the Roman altar, death to the enemieg
of our independc¢nce.—Rally round your great
charter of union, the facred depofit of your hiber-
ties.—Inlit undcr the banners of freedom, and
expire in the ficld of battle—or, amidft the apa
plaufes of your [llow-citizens, bear home in
triumph the trophies ot vittory.

v deferias 1o the comnany of Cadets.
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