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B VO all the brave Sons of LiBerTy,

in North-America, but 1in particular

to the Company of MiriT1iA in the Borough f
of Laﬂazﬁer, known by the Nameof ROSS’s
COMPAN YF, Gentlemen, Officers and
Soldiers, who appeared in their Uniform in
Church, to hear this Sermon, and at whoie

Requeft it is now publifhed, it is hereby moft
refpectfully dedicated, by

Their bearty Friend,

and very bumble Servant,

Ter AUTHOR.
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And the [oldiers likewife demanded of bim, faying,
And what fhall we do? and be [aid unto them,
Do violence to no man, and neither accufe any
falfly, and be content with your wages, —

T a time when the unjuft ftorm of mi-
b nifterial wrath 1s difcharging itlelf, 1n a
B cruel and ignominious manner, on the
noble, patriotic, brave people of the ancient,
loyal, important colony of the Maflachufetts-
Bay, in New-England ;—at a time when all the
other colonies in North-America, like the true
children of a free-born family, are roufed to fome
juft refentment of {fuch infults, on their natural;
and legal rights, taking each other as by the
hand, and uniting by the invincible chains of
love, friendfhip, and intereft, are determined to

{upport
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fupport this their elder fifter colony, now fuffer-
ing fo glorioufly 1n the common caufe, or fmk
together ;—at a time when the alarm 1s {founding
from eaft to weft, over this vait continent of

North-America, to arms! to arms!—in fhort,
2t a time when the minds of 4// are in {uch a

ferment, that they can be {carce compoled to

hear any f{ubjedt, but what may have {ome re-
ference to the prefent times; . it is but reafon-

able to {uppofe, that even the Minifter of Zbe
Prince of Peace, whofe bufinefs for ordinary 1s
neither war or politicks, in {fuch a fituation, being
member of civil {ociety, and interefted like other
men would improve the times, by adopting their
public inftructions, tothe beft fervice of the people,
and not offenfive or difpleafing to God ; whofe ho-

ly word 1s a blefled directory in every emergency.

Tt is alfo but reafonable to {fuppofe, that every
judicious, fober American, being now reduced to
the dreadful alternative, either to take up arms,
- apparently againft that very gove1"“'1r1rirlentj which
he was wont to revere, and under which he ex-
pected protection for both life and property; or
“fubmit tamely to the galling yoke of perperual
flavery; 1 fay, it is fuppofable, that every fuch
Chriftian American foldier will be all ear to whole-
fome 1inftrucétions, relative to his prefent duty.

We



We own it is rare for foldiers to afk counfe] of
Gofpel Minifters; and the more pity-—for they:

are men and finners, as well as. others but I am
not called to addrels Red-Coats, but CHRISTIAN

Provincialsy yet blefled be God, it is not a-cafe
wholly unprécedented, for even regulars to apply
to a Gofpel Preacher for direction; we have an
inftance in the words of our text. — 4nd the foldiers
demanded of bim, [aying, And what fball we do? and
be [aid unto them, Do wviolence to no man, neither ac-
cufe any falfly, and be content with your wages. —

We here find a very important queﬁion pro:

pofed to a perfon, every way qualified to folve 1t;
for the mouth of truth itfelf tells us, that of all

who were then born of women, there was not a-
greater prophet than John the Baptift: Alfo, the
angel who predicted his birth, faid, that he thould
be filled with the Holy Ghoft, from his mother’s
womb. Ie was therefore defervedly very p’opui
lar—was railed for the great purpofe of introdu-
cing the -Jewith church to the Saviour of  the
world; and hence much true gofpel light thone
round this great Preacher.—The anfwers he gave

the queftion, may be depended on to be fufﬁcwnt
and conclufive.

But let' us hear,’what does John fay; Does he
tell them, to lay down their arms, and throw

them
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them by, as there can be no {ort of war lawtul;
as fome would have us believe! - No, no, this 1§
not his anfwer; John knew better;—he knew

the prefent ﬂ:ate of our depraved world would
render war in many cafes unavoidable, and even
neceflary..—So that a {oldier might {erve the end
of his being 1n his place and callmg, as well as

a plowman or preacher in his.

But then 1t muft be a juft war, conduced in a
lawful, righteous manner; for the legality of the
action, wﬂl never _]uf’ufy the illegality of the man-

ner of profecution,

‘T'he {oldier muft do violence to no man—muft
not accufe any falfly—and muft be content with
his wages; leading vices thefe, for ordinary,
among regular troops ; but the CHRISTIAN [oldier
muft guard againft them, from the genuine prin-
ciples of true religion, in the heart; and then
may hope for heaven, as well from a field of bat-
tle, as expiring on his couch in the midft of peace

and tranquility.

I now deduce this do¢rine from the text, thus'
Dodtrine.

explained

‘That although war 1s in itfelf a very great ev:i,

~ and one of thofe fore judgments, by which a holy
God
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‘God punifhes the world for fin, therefore to be.
depl ecated, and avoided as much as poflible;

yet is, at times, by reafon of certain circumftances,

fo unaVo:tdab]e that it is our duty to enter into
The method I defign to puriue, in opening
up the doétrine, for improvement, 1s the tol-

.!owmg

1.  Humbly attempt to thew (with fubmiffion to
better judgment) when a war 1s fo unavoid-
able and neceffary, that it 1s our duty to enter
Into it

I1.- Shew how we fhould enter into, and profecute
even a juft war.

II1. Improve the fubject, by the deduction of 2

few natural inferences from the whole.

You are’f{enfible, my hearers, that there are
fome Chriftian people in the world, and fome of -
them in thefe parts, who merit the regard of the
public, by their general charalter of 1nduf’try,
‘inoffenfivenefs and fobriety; yet do maintain it,
as a facred conicientious tenet, not to be dif-
penfed with, not to go to war, or take up arms on any
occafion whatfoever; and charity, the leading grace
of the Chriftian {yftem, will lead us to deal ten-
derly with fuch, as far as we have grounds to be-
lieve they are fincere in their profeflion: We

B ought
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ought to pity {fuch for their miftake, and, if pof-

fible, to convince them; but not by any means
to urge them againft their avowed fentiments,
left we come under the odious appellation of
perfecutors.

- As far as thefe {ober people make ufe of the
Bible, to found their principles on, they rely on

{uch paflages as thefe, Gen. 1x, ¢. He that fhed-
aeth man’s blood, by man jhall bis blood be fhed  and
Exod. xx, 13. Zhou fnalt not kill, and 1n the New-
Teftament, But I Jay unto you, love your enemies 5 —
if any [inite thee on the one cheek turn to him the
other alfo —for all they that take the [word jball
perifh by the fword : Matth. v. 39, 44 and xxv1. 52.
and hence conclude, though I think falfly, that
“all war is unlawful, except the {piritual, with our
own corruptions, by the {word of the {pirit, in

Chrift’s {piritual kingdom, which 1s not of this
-world, elfe would his children fight.

But if I miftake not, thefe people regard only
fuch paflages of holy fcripture, as feem to favour
their favourite opinion, let the language of other
paflages be what they will ; —and hence their own
imagination 18 {ubftituted inftead of divine reve-
lation, f{o that when people are determined to
keep by a fentiment, be 1t right or wrong, there
js an end of all difputation.

We
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when Peter cut off Malchus’s ear he immediately
healed it, and bid Peter to put up his {fword, to
let them know, and the enemy alfo know, that
he was Lord of life and death—and that the

Difciples were fafe with {uch a perfon as Jefus,

while the age of miracles continued; I fay, fince
this was the cafe then, we muft underftand the

paflage to intend, that it 1s both lawful and a
duty, for the followers of Jefus Chrift, in a time
and age, when we are not to expect miracles, to
arm ourfelves and ufe our arms for our own pre-

{fervation againft any invading enemy.

Alfo, it muft of courfe follow, that where our
blefled Lord enjoins us, when {fmote on the one
cheek, to turn the other allo, he does not mean
to forbid us to ufe lawful and proper means of
{elf-prefervation. But the meaning. muft be as
the phrafe 1s proverbial, that we fhould at no
time difcover a revengeful or unforgiving difpo-
fition; but thould be ready to put up with a good
deal of ill-ufage, before we would create difturb-
ance,—yea that we fhould do any thing confift-
ent with our own {afety. Again, where our Lord
enjoins us to love our enemies —he can’t poflibly
mean that we fhould love them better than our-
{elves —that we thould put 1t in the enemy’s power
ro kill us, when we had 1t'1n our power to fave

our
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our own life, by killing the enemy. I fay, this
cannot be the meaning; for that expofition will

~ thwart the original firft great law of {felf-pre-

- fervation. ‘The meaning therefore muft be, that

we do not cherith a {pirit of hatred towards the

enemies, and would be willing to be reconciled

"~ again—-and would be defirous, the enemy would
be convinced of his evil {entiment againit us, that

we might be again on friendly terms,—that we
can be fincere in our prayer to God, to bring fuch

‘a defirable event to pafs. Again,

That a {elf-defenfive war 1s lawful, I will prove
from the condué& of Jefus Chriit himfelf, It civil

government 1s neceflary to felf-prefervation, and
war 1s neceflary, at times, 1n government, as has
been already proved; then 1t will follow, that
thofe who {upport civil government, do {upport

war, and {o of confequence approve of war. But

Jefus Chrift did pay his tribute money, to the

Emperor Tiberius, Matthew xvi1, 27. And thofe

who are acquainted with the life of Tiberius Cae-

{ar know that he had frequent wars. Our Lord

- did here, as in {everal other places, draw a line

of diftin¢tion between church and ftate; the church
was his own kingdom, and {piritual in 1ts nature
and government, and was not of this world; but
the ftate was a diftin& conftitution, was of this
world, was purely civil, and 1t was not eflential

£o
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to the being of an Emperor, of what fort of re-
ligion he was of, or whether of any, as was the
cafe of Tiberius, Tiberius was a Pagan ; -but as
the Jews were tributaries to the Romans, and our
Lord was a Jew by birth, he paid his tax as a
peaceable member of the commonwealth; but
had our Lord been a Mennonift he would have

refufed to pay tribute, to {upport war, which
fthews the abfurdity of thefe people’s conduct.

Had our LLord been a Covenanter of the church

of Scotland, he would refufe to pay tribute, be-
caufe the Emperor was not a Covenanter. I

own, it is not eflential to the very being of'a King
to be a Chriftian, yet it is eflential to the being
of a good man, to be a Chriftian; and certainly

the more plous and truly godly any Chriftian ru:
ler is, if he is not a bigot to a party, or certain
denomination, but equally regardful of all, the
regular, fober, and well behaving, in all his do-
minions the happier for the people.—InRom. 13,
from the beginning, to the 7th verfe, we are in-
{tructed at large the duty we owe to civil govern-
ment, but if it was unlawful and anti-Chritian,
or anti-{criptural to fupport war, it would be un-
lawful to pay taxes; if it is unlawful to go to
war, it 1s unlawful to pay another to do it, or to

go to do it: What a foolifh trick thofe people
. C put

K
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put on their confciences, who for the reafons al-

ready mentioned will not pay their taxes, and yet
let others come and take their money, where they
can find 1t,” and be f{ure they will leave it where

they can find 1t handily.

I think I have now proved, from the light of
nature, from the reafon of things— from the Old
‘and New-Teftament, as well as from the example

of Chrit and his Apoftles, that a felf-defenfive

war 1s lawful.

Now thofe who deny this do@rine ought, if
they would be ingenuous, candid and honeft, to
place their argument on this footing: Suppofe
themfelves all on {fome part of our Globe, and
without any connection with any people but them-

{elves, they had all the neceflaries of life ; in{uch
a fituation, if they carry with them the common
nature of the human {pecies, as it has difcovered
itfelf in the world in every age, fince the fall of
Adam; thefe good, peaceable, :noffenfive people
would foon find evil difpofitions and practices
break out even among thicmfelves; if they would
then make no refifrance at all, to thole evils, but
on their avowed orinciples, when {mote cn the
one cheek, turn the other; there would {foon be
an end of their {ocicty.—the evil would foon de-

firoy the peaceable and good out of the world;
then
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then the judgments of the Almighty would un-
doubtedly overtake and cut off the wicked, when
there would be none elfe in the world:; and then
there would be an end to the being of mankind
on the earth. Now this was the refult of things
in the Antedeluvian age, when there was no civil
‘government at all in the world, the wicked de-
{troyed the righteous, till there was none left but
Noah and his Family ;—the Almighty faved him
by a miracle, and cut oftf the reft entirely from
the globe. —And though Noah was as good a
man as any of thofe people with whom I am now
difputing, his pofterity degenerated, and the
world needed government to keep it in being to
this day. It 1s alfo equally unfair, to fay, Let
us ftand ftill and [ee the [alvation of God s for if this

proves any thing, it proves too much, it proves
that we are to ufe no means at all, for why to ufe

lawful means in our power one time, and not
another; we muft therefore neither plow or fow;

build, raife ftock, or do any thing in the ufe of
means, out fland fill and [ee the falvation of God :
But our reafon 1s givén us to ufe it in a proper

manner, to preferve our own lives and the lives
of others, as God’s fervants, in a ftate of proba-

tion 1n this world; and God will reward every

one finally, according to his works ; when we have

RO IMeans 1n Qur power, we honor God to truit him,
a9

N
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 as Ifrael at the Red-Sea, and in the wildernefs ;.—.

but when means are 1n our power, and we do not
ufe them, we then tempt God, and rebel againft
his government, which heexercifes over the world,
in the way of free and moral agency.

Therefore for thele people, to argue as they
do now, when they are among other {ocieties,—
who they know will preferve the ftate from flaugh-

er or flavery, in the uie of lawful means, as has
been now proved, 1s valtly difingenuous, and will
undoubtedly {ubject their opinions to this cenfure,
that it i1s a {fanctuary ot {loth—for greed — cow-
ardice, Sc.—/for it 15 ealy to flay at home and earn
money, to what it 1s to [pend money and expofe life,
to protelt and defend the worldling coward y-—it is
ealy to pay money, to what it is to be flaii in battle, &c.
But after all that has been faid, I am myfelf {o
warm an advocate for the facred rights of con-

{cience, that if thefe people will not be convinced
of their duty; can not get their ‘eyes openj they
are to be pitied, but not perfecuted. I beg of
all, for God and conicience {ake, toletthem alone,
if they will not in thefe terrible {:imes, draw the
fword for Liberty and their Country , {urely they
will not againfl Liberty and their Country; and
if we can do with them, we can without them :
() then, let there be no difturbance on that head!

But
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But fhould any of thefe inoffenfive guiltlefs anti-
‘warriors be detected in aflifting Gage or his army
with provifions, &c. for lucre or any other motive t
whatever confcience could not apologize for them
but ought to be dealt with accordingly.

I now proceed to the fecond thing‘propofed,-

in this difcourfe, to thew how a lawful war is to
be carried on. |

- '1 {t. Every one that draws the {word, fhould be

well {atisfied, 1n his conicience, that he 1s called
of God to do fo;—that, with a good confcience
and courage, he may rely on God for ftrength a and
protection.—Then 1t 1s drawn for thefe reafons,

or elfe it cannot be lawful; either to oppofe a
foreign enemy—or to affit the magiftrates to
{upprefs a riot, or wicked faction and rebellion
that may have broke out, by a lawlefs {et of ruf-
fians, that will be under no reffraint of .law—or
to oppofe the unjuft, ufurped, anti-conftitutional
claims of mere tyranny on the. eflential and un-

alienable rights of the people

2dly. Every {oldier fhould {fee to it above all

things, that his peace 1s made with God, by be-

lieving in his Son Jefus Chrift for falvation; and

have {fome comfortable evidences of the truth of

his faxth by his love to Jefus Chrift, in keeping
his
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} his commandments ;—eclfe how can he expest a
- blefling, or fuccefs, even in a juft caufe, if he is

~ himfelf 1n a {tate-of enmity and rebellion againft

’ that God, in whofe hand his life 1s, and whoie

Loy
;l

- are all his ways: For no foldier is {o undaunted
- and truly couragious, as him that on the princi-

1,

" ples of true religion, is above the fear of death.

T'o rufh forward on death, thoughtlefs of, and
unprepared for, a future eternity, 1s rather a
{pecies of mere madnefs, than true heroi{m.

2dly. As the Chriftian f{oldier muft {et out in
the fear of God, {fo he muft perfevere, fully con-
fiding 1n, and relying on, the juftice and righte-
oufnefs of the fuperintendency of Jehovah, over
all the fates, and to us unforefeen occurrences,
that may or can happen in time; and thus with
becoming boldnefs and Chriftian ferenity, accom-

panied with true courage, put his life 1n God’s
hands.

4thly. The {oldier muft obferve ftrictly thofe
directions in our text: He muft do violence to no
wan; as foldiers carry with them the inftruments
of death, they are too prone to conduct them-
{felves towards the defencelefs with pride and in-

folence; fomething of this temper difcovered it-

felf;
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{elf, at the time that thefe Regulars atked John

in the manner of their afking the queftion;—
others treated John with refpe and manners;
the very Publicans called him Mafter;—but the
Red-Coats came and demanded of bim, as if they
were his fuperiors, and he muft obey them,—
As ftanding armies are too frequently made up
of the fcourings of gaols, and the refufe and filth
of the people, who make that the laft fhift for
a living—they are but too often found deftitute
of either good principles or edycation, and {unk
into every {pecies of diffolutenefs and debauchery.

We could wifh the King’s troops at Bofton, had
not by their cruelty and inhumanity of condu&

given the world too lively and firiking a proof
of the truth of this obfervation ;>—hence the very
name of a Red-Coat (pardon the expreflion) flinks

i our noftrils,

But blefled be the God of heaven; that the

cgentlemen who now form our militia, in America,
are the Americans themielves, whofe charaéters

are known to be not fuch as but juft now de-
{cribed ; and who we hope, under God, will fave

this country, and of confequence the Britifh em-
pire from impending ruin.

5thly. Soldiers muft not accufe any falflyy —
this
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this 1s a certain {pecies of wickednefs too com-
mon to foldiers; —thofe of them that watched the
fepulcre of our Lord, falfly accufed his difciples,
that they came and flole bis body while they [lept,
they were hired to tell this lye by government,
and what will not poor ignorant, {ottifh, {elfith,
low-1iv’d, ill- bred, gracelels creatures, that have
no fear of God at all, do for money;-—And I with
we may find that the {oldiers at Bofton, have fent
no lies home, or falfe accufations of the brave

Provincials.—when they gave them {uch a{evere
drubing n the action of Liexington,

Laftly under this head, as the defign of ratfing
armies 1S the defence of the people, as foon as
this 1s bravely afcertained, the Chriftian {oldier
thould lay by the {word, and difband the army,
left their exiftence, when not neceffary, fhould
occafion the very miferies, they were railed to
avert. A few inferences fhall now conclude this
difcourie.

1. Our {ubjeét teaches us deeply to bewail the
univerfal depravity of human nature ;—O Adam!!
in what a deplorable condition 1s thy family now!
what haft thou done!-_how many evil paflions
and appetites rage 1 the world! = Eavy, wrath,
malice, diffimulation, covetoulnels, pride, brutal

lufts,
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tufts, &9c. €F¢. whence arife thofe crufhing woes

and calamities of wars, murder, rapine, flaughter

and defolations among mankind. How juit 1t 15

for a holy God, as the moral Governor*of the

world, to puntfh fuch finful guilty creatures.

2. We learn hence the exceeding i1nnate evil

of fin, if the punifhment is not inadequate to the

offence, which we are not to {fuppofe; then the
offence ‘is very great, becaule of the great pu-
nifhment infli¢ted.

3. We alfo learn from our {ubje&t, to admire
the care of divine providence over the humay
race, to continue men on the earth amidit {uch
deluges of miferies or deftruction on every hand.
And as civil government, 11 the hand of divine
providence, 1S {ubfervient here too, we ought to

biefs God for the inftitetion, and fupport 1t while-

government continues to oblerve its original de-
fign, viz. the protection of the lives and proper-
ties of the people.

4. We may alfo acknowledge the goodnefs of

God, 1n abridging the life of man, to 70 years,
for that 1s long enough for the wicked to rage,

and the righteous to fuffer —and be abfent from

that reft that God has prepared for his people.

How amazing that the Church of Chrift has not
been {wallowed up, by the united combinations

D oY
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" of all the evil.—{pirits of darknefs, and the wicked
o an this world «an- every age! this 1s the mighty
. power of God 1indeed !

! 5. We lear irom this ﬁlbjeé’t the {pecial need
our world {tands m of a Saviougr, that by the
v grace of his h iy covulant, according to the great

ich'divine plan he has revealed in ’rhe holy B1ble
fuch finful creatures as we are, may be {anctified
and parconed, and made fit for ufefulnels in this
life, and the enjoyment of God 1n heaven.

o m T - - -
TR e N

6. Our f‘ubje& teachies us to be reconciled to
the thoughts of death, on the true principles of
ooipel holma.,fsj whencver 1t fhall pleafe God to
call us hence; as all in this finning, teafing, mor-
tifying alfapﬁon‘*tn o world, as Solomon Juﬁtly eX-~

prefles it, is vanily and vexaiioi oz‘ﬁ)zmz ; and yet
on the other hand, we muit not repine at the hand
of God, 1f we are continued long even in a ftate
of affli¢tion ; —but fhould {ay with that old Tefta-
ment-{aint, @/ ive days of my appointed time will T
wait, till my change come : It 13 our great wildom
and intereft, to take heed, that we have not with
Dives our good thing here, but would make the
beft of this prefent life, as a wildernefs paflage,
thromrh which we would journey to the better
country, the heavenly.

7, We hepce lcarn how much 1tis our duty to

be
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be both frequent, and very fervent in prayer to :
God, for the fpiritual kingdom-.of the Lord
Jefus Chrift, which confifts {fo much 1n peace and

love, to come with divine power and energy, to
check and ftop thofe evils that now rage in the
world, as it is well known, by long experience,
‘that it is the holy {pirit accompanying 4 préached
golpel, that is the only {overeign remedy, to cure
the evils that are in the hearts of men, to qualify
them to be real bleffings to each other, as mem-
bers of {ociety 1n this life, and to put them 1n a
capacity for communion with the holy Trinity
and faints and angels in heaven.

8thly And laftly, Our fubjelt teaches us, how.
much we fhould deprecate the calamities of war
— efpecially thofe of a civil war; the moft awful
of any, if it could be avorded. And Oh what an
awful dark cloud, pregnant with all the horrors
of civil war, hangs now over this whole continent
of Britith America; and this terrifying thought
 leads me to clofe this difcourfe 1n two addreffes.

1ft, To all my hearers in general—you are, in
this town, now at eale, in the lap of peace and
plenty; far from any {cene of either blood or
{laughter—in the heart of a rich province, fitu-
ated in the center of the whole American Conti-

nent—you hear of diftrefs, but ycu do not yet
feel
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teel 1t; and God forbid you ever thould, as fome

, of your worthy brethren now do in Bofton. But

. know, my dear hearers, that if you abufe thefe

I rich, temporal good things (with which the God

’ of heaven has diftinguifthed you) 1n luxury, pro-
""" fanenefs, Sabbath-breaking, {wearing, unclean-
. nefs, drunkenneis, worldlinels, pride and con-
tempt of the facred and divine inftruétions of
 his holy word and ordinances, your fins will
! find you out, and God will vifit you with his
chaftifing rod for your iniquities. Let all then
be exhorted by a fincere, unfeigned repentance,
for paft fins and reformation of lite and manners,
to fly to the Lord Jefus Chrift by faith, as a hide-
ing place from the {torm, and a covert from the
tempeft —be much in prayer to God, to over-rule
thefe unhappy difturbances for his own glory,
and the beft weal of Zion——pray that they may
be brought to a {peedy and happy iflue on the
genuine principles of liberty and true religion——
pray that the jult attempts of all America, for
thefe great ends, may prove {uccefsful —guard
againft every thing that has the leaft or remoteft

tendency, to jar the blefled unifon of the whole
American harpficord, as now fet to'the tune of
liberty, by the honourable great artiits the Con-
TINENTAL CoNGrESs—I.et every denomination

- of Chriftians treat ecach other with love and re-
ipect,
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fpec, as brethren engaged in, and ftruggling for
the cne and fame common caufe —treat all the
officers of civil government in this province with
becoming Konor and refpeét—{ympathize with
your diftrefled {uffering brethren in Bofton, both
with your prayers and purfes. FIinally, dread
nothing that can befall you, {o ruinous to your-
{elves and pofterity in this life, as flavery. There-
fore ufe every lawful means to avert it; fee then
that you moft heartily accord with whatever may
be the final determination of all America agreed
to in -the CoNTINENTAL CONGRESS.

| o
I now turn mylelf to the Gentlemen of the

Militia, Officers and Soldiers that appear before
me 1n Church in their UNIFORM.

By your prefent appearance you declare to the
world, that you are nobly willing to rifk your
lives and fortunes to fave your Country from
flavery, you are accompanied with the fincere
wifhes of all good people, for God Almighty ta

blefs you, prote¢t and {fucceed you in your brave
undertakings.

Your own improved underftandings will lead
you to apply the feveral inftru&®ions f’ugcre{’ted n
this Sermon, relative to your duty as warriors
thould we be all fo unhappy, as that you fhoul_d

be
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be ever called to action on account of the prefent
ﬂ:ruo*glfas for Iiberty. . In the mean time allow me
‘to rbqune of you, to do your utmoft to preferve
and maintain the good order and peace of this

province mviolate ; for it is certain, that nothing
niext to flavery 1s more to be dreaded, than the
anarchs y and confufion that will enfue, if proper
regard 1s not paid to the good and wholefome
laws of government. And fhould we be {ubjected
to fuch eVlls we will, and muft blame our Ps/hhua
for no men have 1t {o much in their power to kezp
the peace and good order of fociety as the gentle-

men cf the {fword.

o ]

You muft {till continue to revere royalty, and
obferve your allegiance to the iling, on the true
principles of the conﬁltuf_mm Your drawing the
fword now muft not be againft the perfon of his
Majefty; but the mal-adminifiration of his go-
vernment, by defigning, miichief-making mini-
fters. Your prefent appearances muift then be
not of choice, but of neceflity. While his Ma-
jefty George the third will obferve his own coro-
nation oath, and the principles of the revaoiution,
for the {fupport of which againft all Jacobite facti-
ons, and Tory plots of popery, his anceitors of
the lluftrious line of Brunfwick were placed on
the throne of Great Britain, do you oblerve your

allegiance,
I am
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I am happy, tha.t I can with a good conicience,
congratulate you and myf{elf this day, on the cer-
tainty we have, for the juftice and goodnefs of
our canfe: The angry tools of power who miflead
government, may call us American “rebels, who
«“would throw off all government,—would be 1n-~
‘¢ dependent and what not.” —But we can now,
with great confidence, appeal to God that that 1s
falfe — we defire no fuch things—we defire to be
as we were in the beginning of the prefent un-
hapoy reign—we have tried every lawful, peace-
able mean 1n our power—but all in vain!__we
would love them if they would fuffer us—we
would be peaceable, obedient, loving fubie&s if
they would let us; but it would {eem as if the ﬁ
prefent miniftry were determined to cram dif-
loyalty, and difobedience down our throats—and
then call us all rebels —then confifcate our country
and {ell it, to pay their 140,000,000 of debt, or
elfe we know not what they would be at, . We
do in America all declare ourielves the {ubjects
of King George the third, but we never fwore
allegiance to the Parliament of Great-Britain—
“or elfe we would have above 500 Kings—they
are our fellow-fubjeéts, cholen by the freehol-
ders of that ifland to legiflate for them, as our
Affembly doth for Pennfylvania ; but if their pre-
{ent claims are admitted, we may give up our
Aflembliese—and our Charters are cyphers!

- In
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In the clofe of the laft war, the King had not-
1n all his dominions {o many more affectionate

{fubjects than the Americans—and in every valua-
ble enterprize which would exhauft both treajure
and blood the brave New-Englanders took the
lead—and by our induftry and trade with Eng-
land, the nation rofe to her prefent eminence;
and now the very power we helped to give her,
1s retorted on us with redoubled vengeance and
unheard of cruelty—but if they beat down our
trading Cities and opprels us all they can, we will
have our woods and liberty; for as we are the
defcendants of Britons, we [cori to be flaves.—— e
are now come to our ze plus utlra—the {word, the
laft argument muit decide the controverfy. There-
fore, you can, GENTLEMEN SOLDIERS, appeal to

G O D, for the juftice of your caule, he is the
judge of all the earth, and will do right, the finaj
determination of all matters 1s 1n his righteous,
holy, powerful hand. When England went to
war with France and Spain 1n the time of laft
reign, they invoked the aids of the God cf hea-
ven by fafting and prayer —.and then gevernment
difcovered no leanings to popery-— But now,
when they are going to murder and butcher thetr
own.children in America; that have been {o obe-

dient, ufeful and affeétionate—we do not hear
that
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fhat they afk counfel of God.—_but if they do not

tet us afk counfel and afliitance from the God of

heaven—he is on our fide, we. hove, and if God

15 on our fide we need not fear what man can do
unto us.

We have all the true friends of virtue: of 1i-

berty and righteouinefs on earth on our fide— -
we have all the angels of heaven on our fide—fop -
we have truth anc *“"helcfore ﬁ
we have the God of truth cvﬂd Jaﬁme on our ﬁde? N
ai’chouwh for wile purpofes of divine providence,
a oood cauie 18 ”m.,s*u,..m'ed to be for a time under
a cloud___to try the patience and faith of God?
people, that the deliverance may finally appear; -
as 1t ever will be God’s own work ; God will
never forfake his own fide of the aueﬁlon__.
Courage then! courage, my brave American {ol-
diers, 7f God be for,wno cai be againft yoi ? —Hquip
yourfelves, and to be equipt for this warfare——
put on, Gentlemen, the gofpel armoury.—have
your feet food wilh 1l5 preparation—.for your bel-
met falvation—tor your fhield, faith__and be girt
with trulh—this, Sirs, 1s a gofoel uniform, that
well becomes the Chriftian {oldier——and thus o0
rorth 1 the name of the Lord of hofls; and
may he protect you, blefs you, and fucceed your

k. very
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very laudable and grand undertaking, in connec‘ﬂ

¢ tion with all the Militia of North-America;. “and
- may God grant that out of thefe prefent tumults,
difturbances and commotions, a great and mighty
emplfe may rife up in this weftern world, for
King JEsus, as well as a proteftant King built on

“ the {olid principles of liberty and true religion;
- and the glory~fhall be given to his holy name,

how and for ever more, Amen.
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