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AN
ELECTION SERMON.

\

GALATI1IANS vth Chap, 1ft Verfe,

Stand faft, therefore, in the LIBERTY
wherewith CHRIST bath made us free.

OMEL-FELT joys, this day, pofiefs our breafts,

on account of the diftinguithing bleflings of

LIBERTY and FREEDOM, which illuftrioufly exert them-
{elves, animating the members of this community.

LIBERTY! the darling of generous and noble
‘ouls, extends her hand once more, without controul,
to give in her fuffrages for men to rule us in the fear of

(JOD

Wita gratitude to the Almighty Preferver of our
privileges, we fee the returns of this joyful anniverfa-
ry ; and the leaders of this people affembled, to im-
plore wifdom and influence from heaven, to condu&
our public affairs at this difficult and trying day.

o indeed, is the cloud impend-

ing our land and nation, Our prmlegcs, civil and fa-
cred,

GLroomy and threatnine



cred,are imminently endangered. Under thefe alarming
cnrcumf’canccs the admonitory language of divine pro-
vicence and revelation is thlS, Stand fﬂjz‘ n tbe liberty
wherewith CHRIST keih made us [ree,

By aa allegory borrowed from what is written con-
cerning Sairab and Hagar, and their refpeCtive offspring,
the apoftle had been 1lluﬂlat1ng their diftinguithing
privileges : Immediately upon which, our text is in-
troduced---of a noble import, confidered only as rel-
peting chriftian liberty.  But it is propofed, upon
this cccafion, toapply in a more gencral view, what
might be fuocrdhd with a pamcular reference,

WE have clorious privileges afferted. --liberty and
freedom belonging to us, not merely as men, originally
created in Gop's 1macre holding a dxﬁmgunfhed rank
in his creation, but alfo as chriftians, redeemed by the
blood of Caist. The divine author purchafer and
beftower of all thefe mercies and b‘c‘ﬁngs ‘expreflly men-
tioned CurisT Jesus, who, by his perfect obedience
and the facrifice of himfelf made compleat atonement
for fin---purchaled reconciliation with Gop---temporal
favours and bieflings fcr a ruined world, and eternal
010ry for all that truly believe in him.

Here is alfo a very important duty, enjoined by the
higheft authority, to exert ourfelves in maintaining and

defending our libertier and privileges.  Stand faft, &c.

As our privileges, civil and facred, are nearly relat-
ed, each one being a part of the frrand whole; fo we

Phal] confider brlcﬁv,
Ovur LiserTy and Frrroosm, CiviL and ReLicrous,

By whom thele were © .URCASED, for and pEsTowED

upon vi. Wiar
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‘WHAT is 1MPLIED in the DuTy ENJOINED; tO STAND
FAST THEREIN. . -

First.  As toour liberty and freedom; civil'and re-
ligious, Thefe may be confidered as general terms, in-
cluding our ineftimable rights and.privileges of a civil
and facred nature. ST o

‘Man was originally formed fuch a creature,and piac-
ed-in thofe circumitances that infinite wifdom determined
it was not good foc-him to live alone. The gloriou$
CreaTor put hjm under firong and endearing obliga-
tions of convenience, inclination and neceffity to' in-
duce him into fociety, furnifhing him with reafon and
language:to continug and enjoy it.  For perpetual foli-
tude the human mind was not adapted, nor the ftrength
of an individual proportionate to Es neceffities. "From'
hence fociety appears convenient and neceflury.

THE ftate of nature is a ftate of freedom and equali-
ty.. No one can therein challenge a fuperiority over 0=
thers. Every man was amenable to Gop alone. Nor*
could he invade his neighbour’s property, or abridge his
natural liberty, without violating one of nature’s meft
facred laws, In this.apoftate world, the inability of mo-
ra] virtue renders government abfolutely neceffary.

‘THE motives upon which individuals made a particu-
lar furrender of that plenitude of power which they
poflefs in a ftate of nature, are abundantly obvious.
For, though in that ftate, no one was fubjeét to the
controul of another; but in this refpe&t was abfolute
lord of his own perfon and pofieifions; yet eveiy one
being his equal, aiid the greacer part no ftrict obfervers
of juftice and equity; the enjoyment of property, in this
fityation muft be very precarious. Therefore he volun-

tarily relinquifhes that condition which muft neceflurily
be
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be attended with unceafing fears and dangers, to unite
with others for the mutual prefervation of their lives, li-
berties and properties. But then-.-freedom from abfo-
lute, defpotic power is {0 receffary unto, and clofely
connécted with a'man’s prefervation that he eannot part
with it, but by what forfeits his prefervation and life
together, * L g

Wien mankind form into fociety and fibmit to the
neceffary reftritions and fubordinatiofis of government,
it lies with the people, under Gop,’to determine who
fhall make and execute the laws by’ which #licy fhall be
governed. Man’s liberty in fociety 18 to be-under no
legiflative power, but thar eftabhffidd in the common
wealth ; and to be fubjeét to no human laws’ but thife
enacted by that legiflature. Thefe are conceived-te Bé
firft principles, cceval with time,and fan&ified by ufe -
of importance in the difputes of the prefent day.

As to the rights and immunitics of a free ftdte,- we
have heen moft highly. favoured of the Liorn. * 'When
new ftates were founded upon'the rumns of the- Rotivari
empife, a free form of government, ohtained in Great-
Britain and various other parts of Eurgpe. Under thé
Saxon heptarchy and after the union‘of -tgbi’e kingdoms;’
liberty prevailed in England, as hilkory-informs us, -

- Upoxn the Norman conqueft, defpotic¢ power was cf-
tablifhed by King William the firit. His' fon; to fecure

his crown, folemaly engaged to reitore it’s abcient laws
and government. Similar promifes were made by iome
fucceeding Princes, who neglected the due pertrmance
and involved the nation in a bloody war. The Barons
and people nobly exerted themfelves to recover their hi-
berties, ’tili the charter of Britith privileges, the Magna
Charta, was {olemnly confirmed by King John. Sordid
. attempts

* Uid: Leck on Gov, Blackf. Comment, {Je.
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attempts have fince been made, to deprive the peopig
of their ineftimable rights; which have ever involved
their authors in wretched misfortunes; terminating in
the lofs of their lives or crowns. The lawlefs endea-
vours of Charles the firft, to eftablifh arbitrary govern-
ment, introduced a civil war, which raged until his
blood quenched the flame. His fon, King James the
{fecond, enterprized abfolute rule, and had almoft fub-
verted the civil and religious liberties of his country.,
At this critical time Gop raifed up, and the people, vi-
gilant of their rights, invited over the Prince of Orange;
upon which James abdicated the throne and kingdom.
Thus hath Gop preferved our nation, in times patt,

THE American colonies irf general, and Comneficut i
{pecial, have enjoyed moft diftinguifhing privileges, Ifa
perfet civil conftitution cannot be found exifting ; yet
our own we efteem, by far, the moft eligible; the ad-
vantages of which are illuftrioufly demonftrated at the
prefent day.  Our legiflature conlfilts of two houfes, an-
nually eleted by the treemen of the corporation, under
the facred folemnity of an oath, to give in their fuffrages
fo as they verily believe in their confciences may be moft
conducive to the beft good of the government. Beyond
all difpute, frequent elections are a noble prefervative
from the execrable fin of venality 1n rulers. Our General
Aflembly, thus compoied, enact our laws, appoint our
judges, ere€t ‘our courts, prefcribe their powers, and
adjuft the method of procedure.  Our ruiers ave not fo-
reigners obtruded upon us, from whence, interference
of intereft and difattection would narerally wriic, While
the people retain their clective power, rulers mail neced-
farily fhare very largely in the choicelt affe€iions of a
free people.  Such hath been the public virtue of this
people, that thofe in highett feats of honor, dignity and
authority, in this colony, have been revered for their

B juperior
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fuperior wifdom and integrity, virtue, magnanimity and
piety. The public have been ferved, from time to time,
by men of probity and a public {pirit. Inftead of the
bramble in Jotham’s parable, to diftrefs us, we have fat
under the fhadow of a plealant and fruitful vine---Our
air healthful---our {oil fertile, liberally rewarding the
diligent hufbandmen---yielding different crops for our
fuftenance., If one fail, a famine may not erfue, as it
doth 1 many countries. Every town is 2 corporation
invelted with fingular power to fupprefs immoralities
which are provoking toGop, and deftruétive to civil fo-
siety.  Every family is entitled to the ftrength of the
~community for its defence. We have enjoyed all the
Aweets and felt very little of the burdens of government.

- WiILE our government is fo popular ; yet where are

civil rulers and executive courts fo truly revered as in

this colony ? Where is fo little of riotous and faétious
behaviour ?

Asour civilliberties and privilegesare nearly conneé-
ed with, and greatly promotive of ourreligious (on which
account they are chiefly to be efteemed) o our religious
privileges are not inferior to our civil. ‘Every one has
Gop’s word, may read and judge for himfelf---may wor-
fhip Gop in the way he verily believes Heaven will ap-
prove. Every ecclefiaftical {ociety may chufe its own
minifter, and provide for his fupport. Happily deli-
vered from Romifh fuperftition, unappointed rites and
ceremonics, and that ecclefiaftical hievarchy, which
neither we, nor our fathers were able to bear---we may
ferve God without fear. Difference of fentiment ref-
pecting the non-eflentials of religion, feems one of the
unavoidable confequences of man's dreadful apoftacy.
None may impofe for dofirine, the commandments of

men ; or force others to believe with them. Surely
the
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the facred rights of confcience, are cver to be treated
with utmoft delicacy. But if any under pretence of
confcience, fap the foundation of civil fociety, or ma-
terially injure it, they are to be reftrained by the ci-
vil arm. Civil rulers are Gop’s minifters for. good-to
mankind---a terror to evil works, and to punifh evil
doers, by falutary laws, faithfully executed. In fa-
vour of virtue, to fupprefs immorality, and fupport
religion, we have a fyftem of excellent laws enacted,
while different perfuafions enjoy the moft generous li-
berty and freedom. What greater civil or chriftian
liberty can be enjoyed, or even wifh’d for, than the in-
habitants of this colony are indulged ?

THAT no external advantage may be wanting, to
render us happy, if we are not wanting to ourfelves ;
we have a flourifhing feminary of learning in the co-
lony, for the inftruction of our youth; from whence
many ftreams have iffued, rejoicing the hurch and. city
of our Gon,

A prropLE thus exalted to beaven, fhould be all grati-
tude to Gobp for difcriminating favours---emulous to
excel in obedience and fubjettion, by leading moft
quiet and peaceable lives, in all godlinefs and bonefty.

Seconpry, To confider by whom thefe privileges
were purchafed for, and beftowed upon us?

Avrr things were originally created by Curist, A-
dam was placed at the head of this lower creation, with
dominion over all creatures therein----crowned with glo-
ry and honor, but little inferior to the angels in heaven.----
Soon did man dreadfully apoftatize from a ftate of pri-
meval integrity, ‘This was an aét of the moft horrid
treafon againft the Kinc of Kines. Thereby the whole
patrimony of temporal and fpiritual bleflings was con.

. fifcated,
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fifcated. CarisT JEsus interpofed, redeemed the ali-
enated inheritance, being appointed beir of all things, vifi-
ble and invifible. By purchafe and by power, be delivers

| ﬁ om the bondage of corruption, and vindicates into the glo-
yions lzber{y of the children of God.

Havr finners a reprieve from hopelefs torment ?----
The means of grace afforded ?.--The fchools of CurisT
- openea 2.-His gofpel preached, and ordinances ad-
miniftered, totrain us up for heaven ?---Have we free
accefs to Gor, and hopes of glory ¢ All flow from
CirisT  as their foundation. ~Are temporal favours
confer’d upon {inful creatures? They come fromCHR1sT
who s beir of all things, and by whem all things confift.
Every blefiing is therefore to be confidered as flowing
to us through the blood of Jesus. Civil government
is his inftitution. Te powers that be, are ordained of God.
By bim, prz'nces rule, and wolles, even all the judges of the
earth. Inicripture, we have the charater of civil ru-
lers decypher’d---the defign of government pointed out
- ---the duty of fubjets enforced.  In carrying into ex-
ecution the nlorxous pur poles of divine providence and
grace, Gop hath chofen, 1n numberlefs mﬁances, to ufe
the mediation: of others. Agreeably, civil rulers are s
minifbers for good to mankind ; while Curist is the origi-
nal from wheace flow all our bleflings.

TairoLy, What is implied in the duty enjoin’d,
Stand faft in the /z'éerfy wberewz’/b C/ari/i bath made us free.

Tuat others may endeavour by fraud or violence to
deprive us of our ineftimable privileges, is here fup-
poled ; yet we muft affert them; highly efteem, znd
confcxemlouﬂy improve them; 7ealouﬂv and with ut-
moft vigour, exert ourfelves to mamtam and defend
;hem.

Toe
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Tue duty enjoin’d in our text fuppofes that othcri.
may endeavour, by fraud or violence to deprive us ©
our ineftimable rights and privileges. We need’nt re-
vert to the Dbiftory of paft ages, to find this ex-
cmpliﬁed. Not long fince, the Britifh parliament made
folemn declaration, ¢ That it bas a right to make laws
binding upon the colonies, in all cafes whatfoever. In confe-
quence of which, taxes have been impofed upon us
without our confent---chartered privileges vacated---
various cruel ediéts paffed. The time would fail us
to enumerate and particularly confider thofe which vi-
olate our eflential rights, Teo eafore which ediéts,
fleets and armies have been fent over, compelling us ei-
ther to difobey the divine precept in our text, or engage
in a civil war., Thefe colonies have nobly chofen the
latter. Whoever will impartially confider the tragical
{cenes of the paft year, and the caufes of them (me
thinks) cannot help but fee that our precious privile-
ges have been invaded ; and that heaven hath arrefted
the hand of violence in its ravages. At Lexington, our
countrymen were attack’d, fired upon, and fome of
them impioufly flain.  From thence the inhuman mur-
derers of their fellow-fubjeéts, proceeded to Concord ; up-
on which an action enfued ¢ inglorious to theBritifh arms.”’
The horrors of a civil war then commenced.

NoTwITHSTANDING the violence ufed to deprive us
of our ineftimable rights and privileges, we are under
indifpenfible obfigations to affert them. As rational
creatures, and profefling chriftians, a competent know-
ledge of, and acquaintance with them is to be ob-
tained. What isf{acred by the laws of Gobp, nature
and compact, may not be buried in oblivion, or funk
under the carnal rubbifh of luxury and ftupidity. The
rights belonging to us, as men and chriftians, we are to
underftand and affert.

Acain,
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Acaiy, We muft highly efteem, and confcientioufly
improve them. They demand our higheft attention,
Gov's glory, our owa and other’s beft good, with hea-
ven's fpecial command, lay us under the moft facred
obligations thus to value them, Were they of trifling
importance, or our necks galled with the yoke of def?
potic power and oppreffion (thofe engines of accumu-
Jated mifery and deftruétion to mankind) our cafe had
been far different. But (bleflfed be Gop) from thofe dread-
ful curfes we are hitherto delivered. We are called to
LIBERTY, one of heaven’s choiceft bleflings to man-
kind. Amidft the various calamities of life, LIBERTY
adminifters confolation---redoubles the pleaiures of our
higheft gratifications---infpires the human breaft with
nobleft fentiments---dilates the heart---expands the foul,
and is the fource of almoft every thing excellent and
defirable on earth. This animates induftry and ceco-
nomy---promotes commerce- ---procures wealth---che-
rithes the liberal arts and {ciences, and wears a moft
friendly afpect upon all the moft important interefts of
mankind, while it encourages and promotes the pro-
teflion and practice of religion.

LieerTy 1s the glory of a community, and enfures
its felicity fo long as it is retained. SLavERY, on the
other hand, debafes the mind---clogs the fineft move-
ments of the foul ; difcourages induftry, frugaliry, and
every thing praife-worthy ; introduces ignorance and
poverty, with the moft fordid vices, and univerfal mi-
fery.  How ftriking the contraft ! If this cannot
convey any tolerable idea of the bleflings of FREE-
noM, let the hiftory of mankind inform us, and the ab-
ject condition of thofe people where flavery clanks her
chains, contrafted with thofe that are free born. In
Turkey, every houvfe, at the death of it’s mafter, is at
" the difpofal of the Grand Segnior.

‘ “ ]LIBERTY,
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“ LyserTv, (fays acelebrated author) is the naturai
birth-right of mankind ; and yet, to takea compre-
henfive view of the world, how few enjoy it | ‘What
a melanchely refletion is it to think, that more than
nine tenths of the fpecies fhould be miferable flaves
to defpotic tyrants | The largeft part of the world,
viz. Afia, is defpotic throughout, Anarchy may rule
the wandering Tartars and Arabs, but their numbers
are very {mall. Here we fall at once on the moft nu-
merous body of people in the world, in a ftate of fla-
very. Africa comes next; and -what mifery involves
that vaft country | Liberty only exifts at one Cape,
an exotic plant of European growth, unlefs we ex-
hibit the Hottentots as the only fpecimen of African
freedom ! In Europe itfelf; what a difproportion be-
tween liberty and flavery | Ruffia, Polard, the chiel
of Germany, Hungary, Turkey, the greateft part of Jtaly,
Spain, Povtugal, I'rance, Denmark and Norwagy. The
following bear no proportion to them, viz. the Bri-
tith ifles (obferve, this writer is an Englithman)
Sweeden, Holland, Switzerland, and the Germanic and
Italion ftates. And in Awmerica, Spain, Portugal and
g‘rance, have planted delpotifm; only Britain, Li-
erty.

“ On the whole, what a trifling part of the globe’s
inhabitants, enjoy what all have, by nature, a right
te ! How infignificant is the number of thofe who
pofiefs the greateft of bleflings, compared with the
unhappy tribes who are cruelly deprived of it | The
inhabitants of the world are fuppofed to amount to
about 775,300,000 fouls ; of thefe, the arbitrary go-
vernments command 741,800,000, and the free ones
only 33,500,000 ; andof thefe few, fo large a por-

tion as 12,500,000, are, (or have been) fubjets of
14
¢ the
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‘¢ the Britifb empire.” * Perhaps we may further de-

duét almoft all the inhabitants of Greas-Britain from
the number of thofe free. |

By the price paid for them, efpeciilly by the blood
of thegreat REDEEMER, and as they are tran{mitted to
us througa the blood of our illuftrious anceftors, let
our privileges be eftimated.  Shall not thofe fo - glori-
oufly purchafed, and nobly tranfmitted, be " highly ef-
teemed, and confcientioufly improved ?

Qur ever memorable anceftors, left their native coun-
try, in times unfriendly to liberty, civil and religious ;
and gave illuftrious proofsof rifing fuperior to the moft
difcouraging obftacles ; leaving their houfes, lands, and
tendereft conneltions, with every thing dear and efti-
mable among men, for the undifturbed fruition of
thofe rights, facred by the laws of Gop and ‘nature. For
this they brav’d the dangers of the fea, furmountinj
perils, wanr, toil, famine, and even the fword of the
wildernefs ; among the afpericies -of nature, feeking ah
afylum for liberty, which they fought in vain from the
juftice and policy of a powerful e¢mpire. Gop fent
them into the world to plead the caufe * of liberty, and
prepare weftern manfions againft arbitrary power; for
the perfecuted lovers of freedom. Having by purchafe
or conqueft, obtained an indifputable title to their lands;
they cou’d’nt but think the produce, by the divine
blefling on their labors, to be their property, with an
exclufive right of difpofal. Property without this,
1s but an infignificant name. To them was ratified a
legiflative power, refpecting their internal policy. They
quitted the mortal ftage with joyful hopes that this
tair inheritance, purchafed at a vaft expence of treafure
and blood, would be tranfmitted, unimpaired, to their

pofterity.

* Polit. EJayson theprefent fate of the Bricifl Fngive.
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pofterity. Our privileges are a moft noble legacy, be-
queathed .to us; a facred depofit, committed to our
care. Blood mﬁmtely precious, was the original pur-
chafe, and rather than defpotic power fhould prevail, let
us feal the furrendér with the laft drop of .our own.
Wkat are the lives of this numerous affembly, with my-
riads added thereto, if our blood may be honored as the
channel of conveyance for our precious privileges, to
countlefs multitudes yet unborn |

METHINKS we may this day, well nigh fee the ghofts
of our departed progenitors, and hear thofe bleffed wor-
thies, in folemn accents, through the vaft of Heaven,
addreﬂ‘mq us, faying, ¢ Stand fatin the Liberty wherewith
“ Cur1sT bath made you free. At the ineftimable price of
“ his blood, the glorious REpEEMER purchaled thefe blei-
“ fings for his people. Throughriversof bloed, and grear
 tribulation we have been made the inftruments of hand-
“ ing thefe down toyou. Letyour hearts glow with moft
‘ ardent gratitude to the fountain of all grace and mer-
““ ¢y, and your lives be entirely devoted to Gop’s glory.
““ Wifely eftimate, improve and maintain your ineftima-
“ ble privileges civil and facred. Nor can you wanton-
‘“ ly throw them away, without mcu"xmg Jenovan’s
‘“ moft tremendous indignation and curfe. Gop, Angc 3
‘ and Saints in glory are looking on.  When you ba
““ fuch aglorious caufe, and fuch fpeQators, Im"'uer,
*“ what fhould be your ‘behaviour. Trut in Gop, and
“ firmly defy every danger. Let the blood oi CarisT
““ animate your, Your heaven daring imuictics, profane-
« nefs, mtcmpe{an(‘c, and other .mmmdt'lcr nuqumce
‘e coruemptot gofpel grace, and abule of taemott blefied
‘¢ privileges, have procurcd your prefent calamities,
 Remember from whcice ye are fallen, vepent and do tire firft
““ works ; and Zion’s Gop will fupport his caufe in

s America. Heaven demands your moit vigerous cx-
“ ertions,” C CuonT
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OuGHT we not then to be zealoufly engaged ? Are
not our facred as well as civil privileges greatly threaten-
ed? Is not the King of Great-Britain, by the Quebec
bill, fet at the head of the Romifk church in Canada ?
A colony of far greater extent than the iflands of Greas-
Britdin and Ireland. Let us be zealous in a good caufe,
defending the truths of the gofpel with the armour of
light; without the leaft fhuddering at theimpotent thun-
dersof papal mandates. 'What awful tragedies hath u-
furped authority alted, in church and ftate! It hath
fhed rivers of blood---introduced purgatory, tranfub-
ftantiation, with all the other abfurdities of the church
of Rome. Men’s fouls, no lefs than their bodies are
thereby enflaved.

THhose fervile doétrines of indefeafible right, paffive
obedience, and non.refiftance, are not the doétrines of
reafon, good policy or revelation. An attempt to vin-
dicate them from fcripture is highly criminal. Obedi-
ence to .awful authority, acting ag eeabl. to this infti-
tution, Heaven ftrictly enjoins; and by <his argument
enforces they are minifiers of Goo for gooi. But, when
they become the reverfe, and counteraétevery kind defign
of Heaven in their ordination---rob mankind of their
rights---plunder and deftroy them---form confpiracies a-
gainft freedom and the ftate---commence rebels to the
Taws of their country, of nature, of reafon and of Gop
---that the Apoftle’s argument for entire fubjettion, re-
tains its force or that refiftance is then a damnable fin,
wants proof. The hiftory of all ages will evince that
the public intereft hath fucceeded beft, when the peo-

ple have retained, in a good meafure, the power in their
own hands.

IF our privileges are abridged, our country fuffers, in
whofe welfare, every thing dear to us on earth is involv-
ed.
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ed. I it flourithes, all our interefts are better fecured.
We mutt fhare our country’s fate. From fordid views,
defpicable hopes or fears, poflibiy fome few, may be fo
vile as to abandon their Gob and country. Human
language wants-a name, to paint out thofe.---We have
the means of perpetuating our privileges, by thedivine
blefling on our endeavours. Our prefent diftreffes
loudly admonifh us to ftir up ourfelves in the fear of
Gop, Nor may the moral caufes thereof be forgotten.
The judgments of Gop are executed in token of his an-
ger, ‘and to wake up the guilty, fecure finner, that he
‘may learn righteoufnefs and flee from the wrath to come’

WiTh deepeft penitence, we fhould reflet upon our
ftupidity and carelefsnefs, fo provoking to Gop, under
his folemn, remarkable goings. Wonderful have been
the difpenfations of divine providence towards us and
our fathers in this land. Gob fent the wafting peftilence
before them to make way for the ranfomed of the Lorp
tocome in. By a feries of remarkable providences Gon
hath defended and eftablifhed the protcl{)ant caufe i1 A-
merica. How often did out predeceflors experience
glorious falvation while their numerous enemies were
vanquifhed ! Sometimes, Gop with his own hand hath
immediately deftroyed thofe that fought our ruin. Thus
he did to that powerful French armament, which was
fent againft us, foon after the reduction of Cape-Briion,
the laft war but one. To go no further back than the
laft year; Gop hath been merciful tous (in many inftanc-
¢s) not only beyond our deferts, but beyond our expec-
tations. The battle at. Lexington and Concord (hinted.
at above) in which a thoufand difciplined Britons, hav-
ing by night marched out, fuddenly fell upsn and in-
humanly maffacred a few of our countrymen ; but were
obliged precipitantly to retreat the fame day; icavirg
many dead, having more wounded, and before night
the reft almoft harrafitd to death, SoQ
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Soow after this, Ticonderoga was takén by our men
without the effufion of any blood. A martial {pirit a-
nimated the united colonies.  The people willingly offered
thesafelves to come up to the belp of the LorD againft the
rmighty.  Several regiments in this colony, as-{oon as en-
Jilting orders were received, almoft inftantaneoufly “en-

Jitted 3 and more than were wanted ‘were' fo engaged to
go, they could hardly be Yeftrained. = - )

Varrous artifices had been ufed to- engage feveral
.tribes of Indians to fight againft us; but were remarka-
bly unfuccefsiul.  Thofe who-in all former wars thir&t-
ed for our blood, would now be at peace with us, not.
withftanding the unjuftifiable methods taken to induce
‘them to diftrefs our frentiers, | |

AT the battle on Bunker’s-Hill, in which fo few of
“our men were liilled, -when almoft furrounded with un.
equa! numbers and 2 multitude of cannon, and many,
(pethaps more than a thoufand) of the enemy were flain,
the hand of Gop is to be devoutly acknowledged, in co-
vering the heads of our men in the day of battle. This
allion was remarkably calculated to teach our men cir-
cumnipzdtion in their advances, and inure them to the
thuncer of canacn,  How fuprifingly were they {pirit-
ed, longing for another battle! |

W:zn our northern army had invefted the fort of St.
John’s and almoft eXpended their ammunition; that
Chamblee thould then be taken, with plenty of warlike
ftores, whereby our army was fupplied, was owing to a
molt gracious providence, Prelently upon which St.
John’s furrendered.  General Carleton left Montreal,
of which our troops took pofieffion and feveral vefiels

. in the river. Repeated fuccefles are aptto have a far
different effc@ upon mankind, in this fallen flate, from
what they ought,  Inftead of endearing the author of all

¢ood
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ood ‘to them, and making them more frmly truft in
the Lorp, they may 'be, and oftentimes are guilty of
facrificing to thesr own. mets, indulging carnal confidence,
“ To forfake the.alliano: of Heaven. --truft in meaniand
fetch all our hope and fpirit from fuch feeble things as
ourfelves, is fuch an herrid affront to almighty Gon,
that his honor calls for the higheft refentroent.”” He fends
fuch offenders to the Gods they bave. chofen and ferved, {ay-
ing, let thefe deliver yousn the time of your tribulation. Curfed
be the man that bélieveth in man. W hether we have not
been guilty in thefe refpects, fhould ferioufly be confi-
dered. Theftrong city of Quebec, defended. (tis faid)
by 1500 men; was -invefted and afterwards attempted
to be ftormed, by about one thoufand of our.men. In
this vigorouy'ktrack, the gallant General Montgoinery,
with a number more was flain; fome were captivated
and the reft repulfed. But thefe; about 6oain:num-
ber, maintdined the blockade of Quebec, till affiftance
arrived.  This repulfe, Heaven might fee neceffary to
roufe the attention of thefe colenies to that place, of ut-
moft importance to the fecuring of Camada, andthe In-
dians in our intereft, fo cthat our frontiers may remain
unmolefted. - - -

““ THE relief of BOSTON from the cruel and qupref;
five invafion of thofe, who were fent to erect the ftand-
ard of lawlefs domination and to.trample on the:rights
of humanity, muft give pleafure to every virtuous and
fympathetic heart---and being effeted without the effu-
fion of the blood of our foilders and fellow citizens muft be
afcribed to the interpofition of that kind providenge,
which has manifeftly appeared in our behalf, through
this important ftruggle :” That General Howe and his
men fhould fo.precipitantly and in an apparant panic
evacuate Bofton is truly aftonithing, In like manner
the enemies of Gop’s people were terrified and fled of
of old, according to the word of the Lorp.

THE
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Tuz fuccefs of the continental fleet at New-Provie
dence, where they took confiderable warlike ftores, and
in their return fome veflels of force, demands our fin-
cereft gratitude to the Load of Hosrs. o

WeE need not enlarge on thefe particulars, which are
frefh in every one’s memory now, .and in the hiftory of
America, will aftonith pofterity. o

WonbEerFuL is.the union fubfifting in the Ameri-
can States : Yet in North-Carolina, by fome lately fet-
tled there, and others deluded and infatuated, a fordid
infurretion was not long fince formed. This was
fpeedily and remarkably crufhed ; their General, (M°
Donald) captivated ; their commander in theengagement
( M:Cloud ) killed; of the reft, fomewere killed,fome taken,
and others difperfed : Same of their ring-leaders are
confined, and ’tis apprehended, all the reft are difarmed.
In this affray, only two men on our fide were wounded,
one of thern mortally, though the confpirators who
attacked our men, were almoft double their number,
if not. more. But yet aur enemies are practifing every
artifice to feduce and deftroy us. Are not all our rights
and liberties, civil and facred, and therein the rights
of the conftitution, invaded and threatened ? Bruifb
troops are fent to fubjugate us-.-fleets to annoy and
ruin us,. lining our fea-coafts---plundering the inha-
bitants----butchering our friends---endeavouring with
fire and fword, to make our pleafant places defolate.
With what impotent rage, do the tools of tyranny pant
for our blood ! With what amazing ardour do they le-
vel the arrows of their vengeance againft every thing dear
and facred to us, even thofe very privileges CurisT
purchafed for us and commands us to defend! Can
Britons, who have been a terror to tyrants, fight fuc-
eefsfully under the banners of tyranny, againft thfc"

o catlle
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caufe of Heaven ! Can their fwords retain their edge or
their arms their accuftomed vigowr ! It is very remarka-
ble, that fo fmall a number of our men have been flain
in the various fkirmifhes hitherto: In fome of which our
men have been imminently expofed, to all human ap-
pearance, and not one kilied. This is the Lorp’s do-
ing, and marvellous in our eyes! It is apprehended,
Heaven hath not {uffered one ball in a thoufand, which
they have levelled againft us, to do any execution.

- We muft be greatly wanting to ourfelves, to pofte-
rity, to our country and to our Gobo, if we do not ex-
ert ourfelves to maintain our rights. The public wel-
‘fare, demand the attention of all, in their refpective de-
partments, toinfpire and invigorate their beft efforts for
its advancement ; and efpecially thofe in public truft,
that with inextinguifhable ardour, they purfue the pub-
lic good. In any member of fociety a felfith, narrow,
contracted temper is criminal: But in thofe of public
charalter ’tis odious, and under our prefent circum-
ftances, unfufferable. \ o

A LaTE writer in England obferves, ¢ The nation in
“ gcncral look on theftruggle, between the colonies, in
“ defence of their rights and freedom, and the arbitra -
‘“ ry power which would enflave them, in a very inte-
“ refting point of view. They confider American free-
*“ dom as the palladium of their own. Many there-
“ fore wifli for your firmnefs, perfeverance .nd fuc-
“ cefs. Americais confidered as an afylum from op-
¢ preflion. If you preferve your conftitutional rights
“ and liberties, you may deperd upon it, that people,
““ arts and manufactures will flock to you fromallparts
*“ of the globe. Riches and power will follow of courfe.
“ Take care that you do not fall into the vices, luxury
““ and oppreflion, which have brought deftruction to all

“ former great ftates and kingdoms, and now threaten
“ the
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« the Hke to Great-Britain. Confider the impdrtance of
“ the parts you are now to act. The freedom and hap-
“ pinefs of yourfelves, your pofterity, of the wholeBri-!
¢ tith empire, and the opprefied of all nationy feems:
“ to depénd upon you. Think! O think what fhould
“ be your conduct where a charge of tach confequence:
* devolves upon you! Providence hath placed you ina
“ moft important {tation, fee that you difcharge the du-
“ ties of it, with faithfulnefs and dignity.”. i

Tre Bifhop of St. Asapn, in his fermon before the
{ociety, &c. holds up to view the future greatnefs and
glory of America, inftead of reprefenting us as favages
and barbagiims, which had been too common upon that
occafion/™ ¥n his Lordfhip’s patriotic {peech in favour
of BOSTON’s charter, he obferves, « arbitrary taxation
- ¢¢ 15 plunder authorized by law. It is the fupport and
« eflence -of tyranny, and has done more mifchief to
“ mankind, than thofe other three fcourges from Heaa
“vén, fword, peftilence and famine. In whateverhands
“ thepower of taxation is lodged, it-includes and implied
‘“ all other power.”” He adds, ‘“my Lords,I have ventur-
“ ed to lay my thoughts before you, on the greateft na-
“ tioral concern that ever came under your deliberation,
“ with as much honefty as you will find from others,
‘¢ and with a melanchely affurance that not a word of
“ it will be regarded. - And yet, my Lords, by your
‘¢ permiffion, I will wafte one fhort argument more on
‘“ the fame caufe. My Lords, I look on America as
‘ the only great nurfery of freemen now left-upon the
““ face of the earth. The moft precious remains of civil
“ liberty the world can now boaft of, are now lodged in
“ our hands ; and Gob forbid that we fhould viclate fo
“ facred a depofit. By enflaving the colonies, you not
“ only ruin the peace, the commerce and fortunes of
“ both countries, but you extinguifh the faireft hopes,
*“ fhut up the lalt afylum of mankind. I think, my

“f LOI‘df{,
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¢ T,ords, without being weakly fuperftituous, a good
“ man may hope that heaven will take part againit the
« execution of a plan which feems big, not only with

“ mifchief, but impiety. In which hope we all moft
¢ cordially unite.” Hathuot Heaven asyet, anfwered the

pious wifh ?

- In addition to what is before mentioned, we may
here add, that in the encounters at Noddles and Hog-
Iflands, and in one more lately at Georgia, we loft not a
man, though imminently expofed.

Dip not Heaven alfo moft apparently take part a-
gainft them when it confumed fome of thgir veficls by
lightning : and when a terrible ftorm deflifigyed much
Ofg their fhipping on the banks of Newfourdiggnd, with
the treafures they had taken out of the feas, where we

had been prohibited fithing---many men loft their lives,
({fome fay above three thoufand) who, it is confidently
affirmed were to have come againft us, when the feafon
for fithing was over. Gop immediately interpofed, and
prevented them, Befides, the colonies are furprizingly
united, comfidering the methods that have been ufed
to divide and deftroy. What Union and refolution
have our provincial affemblies and conventions mani-
fefted! How wonderfully has the fpirit of wifdom,
love, peace, goodnefs, unanimity, and forticude infpir-
ed the grand American Congrefs ! To their refolves, the
people haveyieldedremarkableobedience. In all which
* Gonis ta beacknowledged; and while the propect bright-
.ens before ys, our obligationstofupport ourrights arein-
reafed. Under the Jewith Theocracy, Gop deftroyed thofe
‘who were intimidated, and difcouraged their brethren.*
We may be forely chaftifed, but the righteous caufe,

fo dearly purchafed, will prevail. ‘The Lorp of HosTs
D will

® Numb. 13 and 14 chap.
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wiil arm the whole creation---level the artillery of Hea-
ven---fend all his angels, and martial all the elements in
battle array, againit his enemies, before his caufe fhall
{uffer. -

Many remarks that might be made, muft be fup.-
prefled, and the fubjeét clofed with fome addreffes.

First. To the legiflature of this colony now con-
vened. |

May it pleafe your Honer, the honorable Councir,
and REpPRESENTATIVES, 1n General Court affembled :

In this gderk and difficult day, you will confider
yourfelves. i the iuardians of our excellent conftituti-
on,whicls true Englifhliberty for its bafis. Norcan it
fail of givihg you fingular confolation, that (under Gop)
you hold thefe places of public truft and honor, by the
fpontaneous fuffrages of a free people. You will ever
bear in mind, that wifdom, prudence, courage and for-
titude, a public and patriotic {pirit (which on this oc-
cafion have fo often been recommended) with the true
fear of Gop in your hearts, are effential qualifications
for civil rulers---Religion infpires the mind with forti-
tude---makes it truly great, and in {cripture, always
forms a principal part of the good ruler’s charaéter.
The fear of the LorD 75 the beginning and perfettion of
wifdem. It wou’d be moft abfurd for the minifters of
Gop not to revere the Almighty. Therefore, you will
confider yourfelves as under peculiar obligations to ex-
emplify religion.  To promote virtue, example is more
efficacious than human laws, While you fhow your-
felves the noble patrons of chriftian hiberty, you will
patronize learning by all due encouragements. |

FHownorED
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HonoRED SENATORS,

MartTERs of laft importance are upon the very point
of decifion. The appeal is made to Heaven. When
you are called to deliberations and determinations of
moft univerfal concern, may Gop grant you all that
wifdom, grace, firmnefs and magnanimity you need.
When the fate of millions now exilting, and innumera-
ble multitudes yet unborn is depending, this counfel
of heaven cannot be unfeafonable, Stand faft in the liber-
ty wherewith Chrift bath made us free. 'The diftinguifh-
ing favour of Heaven to this colony, in giving us a
Governor firmly attached to, and with unremitted zeal,
integrity and magnanimity, promoting of the public in-
tereft, is moft gratefully acknowledgedy whem Gop
hath mercifully fupported, under the greateft burthen
of cares, and moft urgent multiplicity of the moft im-
portant bufinefs, that ever any Governor was called
unto in this colony.

THis is the only provincial, General Affembly upon
this continent which hath not been harraffed and per-
plex’d by Bking adjourned, prorogued or difiblved by
its Governor, cxcept one, which was neceflitated to ap-
point a new one. *

GENTLEMEN,

Was it everof equal neceflity and importance that
our civil and military cfficers be known friends to their
country. Your eyes will be upon the faithful of the
land to fuftain every office you are entrufted to beftow,
You will never fuffer our precious privileges, fo dear-
ly purchafed and tranfmitted, to be loft by your negle&t.
Should you fink with the weight ot the community up.
on your fhoulders, O | how dreadful.

We

* Rbode-1/land colomy was reduced to this meceffity lafl year.
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We look to you to confult meafures neceffary to per-
petuate our liberty. TruftinginGop, youwillexert your-
felvesto fupprefs iniquity, and be ftrong--fhow yourfel ves
men ; not tarnifhing the dignity of your charaters, but
{tanding faft in the caufe of Gopand yourcountry. This
will embalm your memories. Future generations, ds
well as the prefent, will call you blefled. But a ljttle
while and the place which now knows you, will know
you no more. You will be animated to duty from the
confideration of your approaching diffolution.  Several
of thofe who, not long fince were feated at the council
board, are now configned to the gloomy recefles of the
dead. * Honorable counfellors and judges muft die as
well as others. Thofe who (through grace) at their
parts well, while living, fhall be rever’d and admir’d
by men, and when they die, be applauded by Heaven.
Then may you exchange your feats in this fenate for
manfions of glory. . |

SeconpLy. To our honorable GexeraLs, CoLonzre,
and other OFFICERS in our armies,

Howorzp GINTLEMEN,

Tue Lorp of Hosts hath taifed you up and called
vou to moft important fervices.  Your country repofes
the higheft confidence (under Gop) in yéur wildom,
prudence, martial {kill, intrepid courage and heroic
valour. Gop hath ftiled himfelf & #an of wer.
Curist, the Captan of Gov’s hkeff.  Under his
banner the people that do know their Gop, thall
do exploits.  You will therefore endeavour to
‘promote the knowledge of, love and obedience unto,
and eptire truft in Gon.  As you are engaged, rnot an-

* The bonerable Exevrzer Sivvivan, EG; the konctable Snvu-
pAEL Conany, Ejg; the hororadle James-AsranasmHtiriucues,
Eas whs deceafid 1)1 year taff,
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ly in a moft ju™ but glorious caufe § e frong and wery
couragious. Play the men for ihe church and city of our God
and the LLorD do wbhat feemeth bim good. The battle is
not your’s, but the Lorp’s.,  Should any of you die,
fighting in defence of your country’s rights, you will
expire 1n a full blaze of glory.

IN teftimony of our great regard for ‘uch illuftrious
worthies, we this day, with deepeft lamentations, pour
forth our tears over the urns of the brave, the gallant
and heroic WarRrREN and MoNTGOMERY., America la-

ments their fall,

GenTLEMEN, we wifh youa blefling from the houfe
of the Lorp. Gop ALMIGHTY crown your military |
enterprizes with fuccefs ; and after you have been the
happy inftruments, in Gop’s hand, of faving youz
country, may you, in fome late period, receive diftin-
guifhed honorsintheceleftial ftateof uninterrupted pesce,

THIRDLY, To my FathEzrs and BRETHREN in the

GospeL MINISTRY, |
REVEREND AND BELOVED,

Nor only as men, but as minifters, we are peculiarly.
1aterefted in the event of the prefert controverfy. You
will allow me to fir up your pure minds, by putiing you in
vemembrance, We muft watch for fouls, as thofe that
muft give account ; and wo to us’ if they are loft by
our neglet. As we are to carry into execution the
glorious defighs of finner’s falvation, what blefled, ani-
mating profpects are difclofed, when all the glories and
dreadfuls of the eternal worlds rife up to view ! Faith,
repentance, and univerfal reformation, are to be incul-
cated ; the whole counfel of Gon muft be delivered,
and all be enforced by a Chriftlike example, which adds
greateft weight to council, edge to reproof, and efficacy to
admonitions, While we openly bear teftimony againft

| oppreflion,



L 30 ]
oppreffion,how {olicitous fhould we be, that nodifpofition
lurk withinus, to lovd it over God’s beritage, Warning a-
gainft thofe vices which have fubjugated mighty nations,
we. muft carefully avoid them ourfelves ; otherwiie our
warnings will rebound with amazing confufion, into our
own faces. Who knowswhat (cenes may beapproaching |
we may be called to the fiery tryal, Let us now found
the alarm, that faints may be quicken’d, and finners,

having the fentence of death in themfelves, be excited
to fly to the living Gov,

VErY foon muft wegiveanaccountof our ftewardfhip
toour eternal Junge. Of this, Heaven loudly premo-
nithes us, by the late frequent deaths of our venerable
tathers and brethren in the miniftry,* whole praife isin
vhe churches.  With what inceffant importunity
thould we addrefs the Gop of grace, for ourfelves, our
people and our country, at the prefent day. May we
obtain grace to be faithful, and mercy to be fuccefsful
labourers in Gop’s vineyard. And when Crrist, the
Chief Shepherd, fhall appear, may weand our refpective

flocks appear with him in glory,
4

THis difcourfe clofes, with an addrefs to this numer-
ous aflembly.
RESPECTABLE AUDIENCE:

‘T'HE time is fhort---eternity near, and your work great
to prepare therefor. /e are amboffadors for CurIsT, as
theugh Gob did befeech you by us: We pray yeu, in CHRISTS
Jiead, be ye reconciled to Gop. For conicience fake, yield
all due obedience to civil magiftracy, which is perfectly
confiftent with ftanding faft in our liberty, Improve
the beft of privileges to the nobleft purpofes. Think
nothing too dear to be parted with in fupport of them. If
a people, under all our peculiar advantages, and con-

ftraining

* The Rey. MfiewrsWirriams, D. D. Mives, Harr, Bantuo |

toMew, RoserTs, Drown, Crark, Hzart, and Howe: all
awbo deceafed fince the laff ele2ion.
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firaining motives, to holinefs can find in their hearts te
indulge all manner of iniquities, their deftruftion is haf-
tening. Js not defirultion to the wicked, and a firange pu-
nifbment to the workers of iniruity ? Gob will rain upon them
fire and brimfione and an borrible tempeft. The times call
for deepett humiliation, frequent fafting, and moit ar-
dent prayer. Our land 1s facrilegioufly polluted with
the blood of our fellow citizens, impioufly thed by worfe
than favage hands. We are involved in the horrors of
a civil war. Let your heads, hands, fortunes and lives
be devoted and confecrated to your country’s good.
When our hoft goeth forth, againft the moft unnatural
enemy, let us keep ourfelves from every wicked thing,
as we would not pull down Heaven’s vengeance upon
the land, and thofe :f detend the common caufe. Let
us cry mightily to (‘g ®, and be careful to engage Jrsus
to be our Captain-General.

For Hecaven’s fake and for our own, let us aroufe,
my countrymen, and act up to the dignity of our cha-
racter as free-born Americans. Let us be fteady, pru-
dent, firm and united, trufting in the Lorp. Now,
by the love of Gop to' perifhing finners---by all that
Curist hath done and fuffered to purchafe our privi-
leges and eternal falvation--.by the worth of your own
precious and immortal fouls---by all that is dear and
{acred---by all your regard to the facred Trinity, to
yourfelves, to poferity, and to your country, we be-

feech and adjure you to Stand faft in the liberty wherewith
CHRIST bath made us free. AMEN,

R
BB
HCH




