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THE

REMOVAL OF TIIE INDIANS.

1. AN ARTICLE IN THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW, ON THE
REMOVAL OF THE INDIANS, FOR JANUARY, 1830,

2. THE LETTERS OF ° WILLIAM PENN,’ PUBLISHED IN THE
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

WE have placed the litles of these publications at the head of this
paper, not because we shall attempt to ve-staie the arguments of the
oneg, or to lay bare the sophistry of the other,  Both are equally un-
necessary. Those who will not be convinced by the piain reasoning
of the latter, and are willing to be blinded by the false principles of
the former, will neither be conlirmed in the {ruth, nor persuaded to re-
nounce their error, by any additional prools which can be nrged, nor
by any clearer light which can be poured upon the subject. We
believe, Mr. Editor, that on your part you will never suffer the super-
cilious advice ol certain editorial critics to prevent your personal de-
cisions in favor of truth and merality, or toinfluence you in rejecting
{rom your journal any opinions, however wholesome, and however
sternly opposed to some tenets of the present administration.

Of this nature are our opinions on the great quesdon in regard to
the removal of the Indians ; and such too, we belicve, are the opinions
of all gnod and honest men in the country, who do not suffer the
cleur dictates of reason and conscience to be warped by the motives
of personal avarice and party selfishness, or thwarted by the hard
and crooked maxims of an irreligious, selfish, abominable state
policy.: We should think that we exposed ourselves to just ridicule, if
we should waste even a moment’s time in endeavoring 1o make mani-
fest—uwhat is absolutely incontroveruble,—the fcarful importance of
this question, or to prove—what is equally evident—on which side the
balance of truth and rectitude lies.  We have examined sufficiently

for our own satisfaction, and all the world have had opportunity of
i
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coming to n true and impnrtial decision by examining for themselves,
and thus perlorming whaeis o moral duty, il ever any duty  was
moral and binding,  On this point, benevolence, venson, justice,
conscienee, and the Word ol God, speak n voice equally loud and
pliin —and the voice of pradence, liberl, expansive, enlightened,
fur-seeing prudence, the prudence of republies and of all buman so-
cicties, never did and vever can contradict ite ‘I'he course, which
onr country ouglit to pursue in regard 1o this question, is so phuin,
that he who runs may read. It is written with equal clearness on
the law of nations,—the law which binds society together, and keeps
ono half the world from preying like wolves and tigers on the other
—~and on the lnw of individual protcction amd benevolence, 1t s
wrilten alike on the law ol justice and the law of merey. Ity
written in the constitution of the human mind, and, with an impress
more clear and burning than the sunbeams, by the Holy Spivitin the
Law of God. Itis written in the unsoplusticated common sense of
the whole world 5 and if; contrary to such nocn-day obligations, the
government of this country should set a final seal o approbation on
the deed of infernal crueliy, which not a few ol those, to whom its
destinies have been committed by the inscrutable wisdom of Jehovab,
seem to be meditating, that common sense will speak outy in & uni-
versal thunder of reproach on the rapacity and perjury of this repub-
lic. The benevolence of all mankind will not be wampled vpon in
silence. We shall hear its indignant voice echoed and reiterated
from the shores of the Atlantic to the shores of the Pacific; and 1t
will not die to the latest geaeration ol our vace.  And far more
to be deprecated, the sentence of the Almighty—the judgment of the
Ruler of the universe—will go out against us, and a curse must follow
in its train. )

We are astonished to behold, in the North American Review, an ar-
ticle of sixty pages in length, devoted to the sole purpose, not of up-
holding a maunly and humane poliey, which it might so eficetunlly
have supporied, but of justilying our Governmentin an act ol the
most unparalleled perfidy and bure injustice 5 devoted to the purpose
of obviating the powerful objections on the part of reason and human-
uy, of darkening the minds of unprejudiced and sober inguirers, and
of arguing down the lofty obligations of national morality to a place
below the never-to-be-satisficd demands of national selfishness. It
attempts io stifle the voice of nature and justice, to set aside the law
of nations and ol God, by animposing array of legal sulitleties, by the
entanglements and intricacies of sophisuy, and by a frightful exinbi-
tion of the apparent difficultics, which, to a depraved moral vision,
always stand up in the path of truth and justice.  We are astonizhed,
we say ; for we have always lnoked upon the character of its present
Editor with sincere esteem for the moral courage and plainness, the
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intellectunl ability, and the unregitting industry, which mark it; and
we did not expueet thache would put even his tueit snnctionon a violation
ol morality 30 wnilust us this,  The charveter likewise of the re-
puted author of that article is such us might have secured his suffrnge
at least, it not bis powerlul allianee and defence, for the canse of the
oppressed and the degeaded, or, n the abstract, the cavse of virtue
und lonor and veligion.  When we look baek also to the past nunbers
of thut work, and emmpare the present article with those eloguent
ones, whici at no great distance of time have added to its reputation
both for intelleet and woral worthy and have decply enlisted the
sympathies of all hearts for the wretehed and decaying renins of
our onee numerous and powerful, and comparatively virtuous  nd
happy Aborigines, we regurd the melancholy contrast, which 1t exhi-
bits in sentiment and doctrine, with feelings both of sorrow and in-
dignation.  We mourn that such an index of the perverted state of
moral feeling in oue country should go forth throtgh the world, to
which we are so continually Loasting of onr perfect liberty, equality,
and nobleness of characters we mourn for the new oceasion it will
give to the friends of regal and despotic authority, to ridicule the
grantude and the honor of republics,

Butwe camot expresz our indignation at the nature of the argument
by which it atteinpts 1o establish the propriety and even necessity of
so ghiring an exeeption to the obhgations of morality and law; by
which it attenmyts wholly to undervilue and set aside those abligations,
and to substitute, instead of such as are cternaly indestructible and
self-evident, the narrow, paliry maxims of all-grasping sellishness ;—
the maxims of i state policy, which is eriminal, beeause it does not
recognize at once, and without appeal, the sopreme authority of the
Law of Gamdy and shart-sighied, beeause it imagines, with the con-
tractedness of view universally pecuiiar to what is wicked and selfish
i design, that any trae and lasting interest of any nation can ever be
subscerved by anv means, on which ave stamped the evident charac-
ters of crtine, and to which the Creator of the Universe has aflixed
an everlastiog curse. No real good, national or ndividual, can ever
be procured through the msteumentahiy of motives or exertions which
are sellish, franduaienty and cruel. It may appear such at the time,
for the woral vision is totaily perverted, and reason is darkened by
the ignorance of guilty but in the light of cternity, and olien in the
unerring wisdom of a very short and bitter experience. 1t will be
looked upon with agomzing remarse of conscience, and avoided with
shudderings of horror. At the last it will bite like a serpent, and
sting, like an adder.  ‘Furn 10 the pages of History, and you will
find a thousand records of this treth, in the dreadiul tyranny, the
short splendor, and the long and ivighitul desolations of misery, which
have followed eacht other in the career of guilty nations and individu-
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als, Wore tho prospect ever so dark before us in the path of rec-
titude as to this question, wo never would believe that God has mado
a world, in which the course of honorable justice leads 1o detriment,
while that of crooked, deccitlul, and cracl policy leads on to gain.
We know it i3 not so.  Wao know there is an eternal, indissoluble con-
nection between national virtue and national prosperity 5 as there isa
connection, equally indissoluble, and terribly certain, between national
crime and national misery.

But how long shall it be that a Clwistian people—freer than any
other people, and more favored of God than any other nation on
the eurthy n an nge too of snch general civilization und intellectoul
relinement,—shall stund baluneing the considerations of profit and loss
on a great national question of justice and benevolence?  How long,
shall itbe that when the path of rectitude lies pluin before ug, we shall
stop to deliberate whether our cursed avarice mmay not better e grat-
ified by stepping over the stile, and rushing forward in the puth
of gwlt? How long shall we remnin n spectacle of mortification to
all good beings in the wniverse of God?  How long belore we shall
learn first of all to do justly, love merey. and walk bumbly with hiw,
and let the considerations of national sellishness at leastcome upalter-
wards, il we cannot bring owrselves wholly to annihilate them ?
How long shall the world wait before itis permitied to behold the
glorious spectacle of a great naticn, in a great crisis, trampling under
foot all thought of every thing but duty, and stepping forth, nobly,
decidedly, sternly, in the path traced out by the hand of justice and
the thoughts of mercy ?

It makes us indignant to sce how a statesrnan ol no mean powers
of intellect can pervert his ingenuity 1o make the worse appear the
better reason ; tn mzke it appear that the only course left for us to
pursue is one, which will inost inevitably involve us in the ¢rimes of
perjury and crueity.  But let us not be schooled in the way of our
interest by the lessons of the mere politician.  Let us be cautions
how we darken the map of our political course by the blots of our
own ivention, or refuse to be guided hy the great heacon of nation-
al as well as individual prosperity ,—hy the light of relizion,  In this
case as in every other, we may rest assured in the confidence that a
nation’s duty is its path to glory and happiness 3 and the duty of our
whole natton is never doubtiul.  Here it is so evident that even they
who would violate it, dare not plainly contradict ity but attempt to
escape from it by perplexing the conscience with the imricacies of
apparently clashing and opposing duties, and by deceiving the mind
with the phantoms of general expedience and necessity.

We have no doubt that our remarks upon the article in the North
American Review will appear extremely false and exaggerated to
all who have read only on that side the question which that article
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aitns to support.  They will wonder what there is tn that tempernte
paper to excite any but an inhabitunt o Bedln w sueh an ontery
of violated justice and homanity us we have heen making,  They
will declare thut we have weitten ander the influenee of o distems
pered immgination 3 and that we are mad enthusinsts on a gquestion
which we cannot understund, beenuse we nre detwernisined o put the
authority of the Bible ubove that of Vattel, and to impose silenee on
the demands of avarice, while the voice of God s speaking within
us by the dictates of our reason and of couscience. By such per-
gons we are well content 1o he so esteemed s knowing that, {rom the
days ol St. Paal downwards, mankind have heen ready to hrimd ail
with the epithet of muadmen, who speak forth the words of troath and
soberness to bosoms agitated with pussiony and beclouded by the sel-
fishness of a worldly poliey,

Such persons will see nothing bat benevolenee in the spirit, jus-
tice in the prineiples, and teuth in the assertions of that actiele, and
will probably arise from its perusal with minds deeply convineed of
its reasonableness, and more than ever in the power of that shomin-
able sophistry of expedicuey and state pecessity, whieh has some-
temes darkened the understundings of the wisest of men, The arti-
cle is indeed most plansible i its eharacter 3 and i1 is this which
makes us grieve for the mlluenee it will proabably exerts Tt is wit-
ten with all the beanty of stvle whieh charneterizes the prodoctions
of its author, and in that spivit of cold and wmperine eaution, with
which all Machivellan seliemes of poliev, from tme immemorial,
have been broached. Whatever the writer mayv think of his own
disposition, and we doubt not he supposes heis ot least doing his
country service, it is wanifest that he doces not feel as he ovehr for
the wellare of those, on whose destiny Lie is exerting perlips o most
powerlul influenee,  His mind  gives wav, like that of mulimuodes of
others, to the false fanth that the Indians never ean be eivilized ¢ oand
his habits of weizhing o often, and 100 exelusively, the enod and
the happioess which might acerue to the nanon, i these stanbling
blocks were out of the wav, makes him write of them ws 1 thee
were neither human, nor endowed with the richts nor the eap, Il 2

-
L

which their more fortunate neiehbors possess s 1o be treated, ivdedced,
like so many stubborn antmals, and to be saerificed without veraple,
whenever the tnterests of the whole United States seem rvu;-".;lt;' .
Those who differ from him, and  strongly maivtain ahe part of full
justice, he treats as men indeed of a misznided enthestastic ben -
lence, but with lile understanding, and no practical esperience
these matters.

If some of the principles developed in this article were exhibi-
ted in their naked and abstract distornan, we hesitaite nor to Sav,
however specious the form, they are here made to assume, that all
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honest men wondd eall them inferanls “They ure vo other than the
waxin that preeer makes righty and tint we way lnwlully do el that
rootd may come,

The wnsim that power imakes vight s the oney un which every
conguering nation has proceeded froons the time of Romulus * helore
and after B s the forew ol this maxim only, which gave 1o the
Spaniards, who fiest discovered this conmry, an exelusive cotmamd,
(in the justice of which this weiter seems pedfeatly o agree) over the
territory i even the bives ol its native possessors. 1 is the sne
maxi, which kept the Foghisht so long o the undispated enjoy ment
of un ahstract recht o enstave and torere the natives ol AMrica.

The maxinm that evident right must vield o expedieney is also as
ancient as the combination of huwman depravity, with superiority i
one individoal or nation over another,  We have long passed the
pevind of abstraet vight,” savs this writee, ** Political questions ace
complicated in thewr velations, involving considentions ol expedieney
and authority, as well as of aatural justiee”  We objecet not o whit
is contained in these sentences, so far as it relates W those abstract
rights, the permission and prevalence of which would disorganize the
whole constitution of haman sociery,y and throw us baek nto a stme of
murderons anarchy, worse than the wildness of the braes, Fhese
are theoretteal vishis, such as weee contended for in the most
tereible period of the French Revolution, sueh as God never gave 1o
men e conununities, and such as each wan surcenders when he
enters into the social compact. We deny that the rights whieh
belone 1o the Indisns, and of which wicked men are endeavoring
to defrand them, partake of this character in the shghtest degree.
They are not abstract richts s they are stronger and more evudent
than any abstract right can be; ey are witten and acknowledged
in alinost every treay, which our govermuent has been eailed w
make with these tribes. "The attempt to reason them away by the
complicated @ considerations of expedieney and authory™ 15 an
attempt of gros< cruchy and iojustice. What renders it sull waorse
1s the teath that these considerations are altogether imagaaary 5 and that
the difficulties, which have oceiasioned such a smomary and muost
comprehensive definition of tmpossible abstract tights, as would in-
clude all that is worth possessing by any conunueiy of howan beings,
are accnmulated sclely by the spirn of proud and sellish extornon.
Thew are sneh. moreover, as would return with a tenfold pl:l‘lllt!}:ii}'
and ]Jlﬁ\'ﬂl‘ at that distant period, with whiely the writer of tis artiele
most complacently declires we have no lmi-im-s:f to trouble omsclves
in the present deeision of the question. - We refer our readers to the
plain statements and reasontnes of William |_’unn,_ for a most thoroueh
exposition of the real falscliood and immaorality ol such arguments and
principles as this article contains.  We wara them vot to give thenr-
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sclves up to the power of its polite ond plansible and apparently
hnane sophistry, (1 they have e nmnu this question earcfully in
all iy IIUbbllJlU speels, unll o the clear llg.,lll of our ref AL UIJIIER-
Lons.

We think we can seey in the agitntion of this question, o evisis of
greater bnportnee 1o this whole conntry—(not to the lndians
alone 3 th ll, thovneh it be the bustness of huln:lnll\' to welels it even
in the hair's estiniion, s pevhaps the least part ol the natier)—
than any other era has presented sinee the fiest mament ol o bas
tonal existences We will o farther, and aflivi withoot femr of
being contradieted by those who hive been aeenstomed to wateh
(e Progress of the winrdd, and how God adiministers the afities of
this portion of his universe, that 1as o erisis of greater imome oty il
o which hang greater consequences, than any event, whieh has
transpiied stee the May Flower Tanded gs liest adventiners on the
shores ol this cominent j=—a continent then oceupied theonzle its whole
extent by that mimerous e opdes coneerning the fate of whose last re-
Bt deseund: s, wosin our national eapaeiiv, are o eaishoe and
deede. Tt s so, /:rmum i fur more rfu,uh,rrm'uhn our wmnral and rrli-
fr,-uun. ;f””m fer /”, f” ;”:r”;fr My, H! (/HH H.'}HH!H{ Loy (/H‘ J'HU ‘e Hf !/H"
COMINISSIO ul (0 et il thHHHhHHH Pechapsitis one of hose
awlu] ocenstons, on which Jehovah I solves 1o try, by oa lich and
solenny trnsty the troe eharaeter of those kinedoms whom e has
loaded with Tns henetits s and rom whom he 1 f]u.lvr- ne ciinence of
goodoess, and g readiness of wratetal obedienee - his commands,
and a jeatouns acknowledzement and stpport Of IIIL' -ulm e 'IIIIII{IIIH'
of Dis Lws, T some mensipe lnnlunt:nimlt' to the greataess and pecu-
Laritv of the blessines Lie has conferred.

The agitation ol this l]llt'-llill] 1= not hke that of aduntttne the in-
dvpuntlt'm ¢ of the Greeks, in whiech no decision could atfeet any
great projerpne of evangelival mor ality or national law, Tt s not like
that of the aboliion of the shive-trade. in which the wrone alie m.tln ¢
Wi that of continume, to g someshat longer period, the conupission
of a crime with which a nation had Leen staimcd for eenturtes. lois
not lihe that of the dochination ol inde ‘pendences where, i any alter-
native, the morad eharaerer of ihe people weald have remai o ST
less. 1t b= guestion whether we shall wor centamivate ouescly s,
in additien to all oy other cutlt, with o new and awlul erime s—new,
I proportion to the shnel, ity of the circumstaiees, (unex: Hn,m d m
the history of the world) in which Providence bas pleesd os o mesard
to the Indians —and awlull in proportom to the civil and o licions
privileses which we :=n|m. soed the neans of Koowing ome doty in
the Tzl which the universal M, adof the Gosped has Inlllll‘{l
abundtdy apor use Jadeing fron these ciemmstanees, 1 sin com-
mitted by us, whatever be its maure, must make us incalculably more

l
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euilty, than it could have made alimost any other nation, which has ever
existed.  And here wo are, on the very evo of deciding the question,
whether we shall plunge ourselves into such guilty and yet we aro sit-
ting apparently in the apathy of tho sleep of death.

Ve repeat i - 'Lhere is an awlul, and a deeply eriminal apathy,
in which the public wmind of our whole countrv is slumbering on
this momentous subject.  The public feeling has never yet been
roused by uny of those strong representations and appeals, which the
case would justily, and which the erisis imperiously demands, 1t is
a proof how callons the heart of our nation has become to everything
but the stimulus of vanity, and selfishness, and pride, that even in
New England, whose inhabitants are apt to be foremost on every
occasion, where the interests of religion and of patriotism are at stake,
the indilference of which we speak is profound.  We wre apparently
at too great a distance from the place where this tragedy threatens
to be acted, to experience a very awakening impulse ol exeitement
for those who are to be its vicums, Distance in space lessens the
power of sympathy, and deadens our sensibilities tor the sufferings of
the oppressed.  We have heard of thousands murdered, or coslaved
for lile, and tortured by task-masters, in a distant land, with far less
emotion than that with which we should witness a sgle blow, cause-
lessly inflicted on a stranger within our gates. But the danger 1s none
the less alarming, beeause it is not at our very doors 5 the sufferings of
the Indians will be none the luss acute, and the injastice inflicted upon
them none the less atrocious, and the consequences to our country none
the less certain and terrible, becanse those sufferings may not he wit-
nessed by us, or because we cannot be present on the spot, to have
our sonls harrowed with the effect of that injustice, or becavse those
conscquences look small and climerieal in the distanee.

The Christian public especially have been eriminal in their neglect
of this great subject. It belonged to them to have buen long since
watching, with a vigilance which could not be lulled into - sceuny,
the most distant approach of an event like that, which now threatens
so soon to be accomplished. 1t belonged to them to deteet the pre-
carsors of the storm, and give warning of its progress i the distant
horizon, while vet the sky above was unspotted with a cloud. Tt was
their part to have caleulated and foretnid the effeet of the passions of
mankind, with whose power they are so well acynaimted, and to have
made provision against their terrible resalts,

But while even distant nations have heen investigating this subjeet
with the most evident interest, we ourselves, on whom its consequen-
ces are 1o Bl are found sleeping,—even while there may be heard
around us the postentons noise and movement, which precedes the
quick shock ol an earthquake.
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The letters of Penn, indeed, have issued {rom among us 3 and they
are nn honorable testimony to the vigiliee and ability of that man’s
idlividual mind, to the correctoess ol his own moral feclings, and (0
the living and energetice picty of the cirele i which he moves,  But
what else bus been done?  Has this subject sufliciently arrested the
notiee of private Christiensy and what report would each man’s con-
science comund him to make, i he were nsked to say how often
its remembrance has gone with him to his closet, and how fervently
his prayers have ascended to the God of nations, for that interposition,
withont whieh the most vigorous and timely efforts are of no avail,
We often think, on every ocension like this, of Cowper's most beaus
tiul and afleeting description of the man of humble and retired piety.
The trath it contuins is as sublime and real, as its poetry is exquisite.

Not slothful he, thouegh seeming unemplnyed,
And censured oft as useless,  Stillest streains
ON water fuirest meadows, and the bird,

That fottess leaast, is longest on the wing.

Ask him, indesd, what traphics he has raised,
Or what achievments of wnnortal tamo

He purposes, and he shall snswer,~~None,

Hix warficro ix within 3 there unfutigued

His fervent spinit labary,  ‘Fhere he fights,

And there obtaing fresh trinmphs v'er himsulf,
And never withering wreaths, compared with which,
T'he lanrels, that o Cwsar 1eaps, nre weeds.
Pechaps the seltsapproving hauehty World,
‘T'hat, as she swaeps him with her whistling silks,
Scarce deigns ta notice hin, or, if =he see,
Deectns him a cipher in the works of (2nd,
Receives advantagre from his noiseless hiours,
Of which she hitle dreame.  Perhaps she oiwes
Her sunshine and hee rain, her blooming spring
And plenteous harrest, to the prayer he makes,
When, Isuae lthe, the solitury saind

Walls forth to meditate al ccentide,

And think on her, wwho thinks not for herself,

And have the feelings of clergymen been sufliciently awake, or
their conduct sufficiently acuve, i regard to this subject?  Have
they eiven it its due place in their public devotions 2 We should be
the last 1o put our sanction to that medley of polities and religion,
with which, at no distant interval, the irnitable passions of an audi-
ence were regaled and fostered from the pulpit. We would totally
expel from its precinets every thing, to which that title conld possi-
bly be annexed ; and no sound should be heard from that sacred
place, but the voice of merey, and the word of God. But to the
christian mind this subject is not a political one.  lis worldly aspect
is lost, its political conpexions are anmilated, in the all absorbing
inportince of ats character in the light of religion, and 1ts influence

on the vital interests of humanity 5 i the remembrance too, that its
O

ol
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bearings may bo traced, even till they are lost in eternity. W
canuot but think, therefore, that it is the duty of every winister of
the gospel, so far as may be in his power, to ke known to his peos
ple the truth of this question, and to enlist their strongest sympathies
I the cause of justice, and for the suke of the oppressed.  What
other resource indeed, remains for us? The tine of decision is at
hand,  Our most energetic movements, thus tardily delayed, may
come too late to be of any avail. At any rate, nothing can save us
unless the public mind be universolly aroused (rom its lethorgy, and
an appeal nade, so loud, simultancous, and decisive, as shall aston-
ish the world at the power of moral fecling in the heart of this
country, and cause the most inveterate and bold supporters of na-
tionul iniquity to tremble.

An unjust decision in regard to the fate of the Tudian tribes, who
are so unhappily in our power, to us would almost seem the death-
warrant to the hiberties of our republic,. We could no longer put
faith in the bousted stability ol institutiong, excellent thongh they be,
which depend so eminently upon o holy state of public morality,
shonld we see so tremendous a proofl that the freedom and the velis
gion ol this people is rottea at its core.  We shonld then no longer
believe, what we cannot bring ourselves, in the cold spivit of pohtical
economists, to regard as the idle dreasm of pocetry, that this s the
last and the endurable resortof sufleving humanity and  persecuted
piety.  We should look for yet anothier downfall of the libertivs of
the world, and yet another vietory of the powers of darkness, be-
fore the glortous  predictions, which we hope arve fast hastening to
their accomplishment, could be finally fulfilled.  We should look for
a speedy lulliction of the vengeance ol Jehovah, as signal upon us,
as it was upon his ancient covenant and rebellious people.  His mer-
cies to us have been incalenlably greater, and should we fail to re-
deem the responsibilities which rest upon us, why dare we hope to
be made an exception to the laws ol his rewibutive providence ?
Why should not we also look to become a proverh and a by word
ammong the nations?

Let us remember what hopes we are blasting in the bud.  Let
us reflect that the first fair trial of the possibility of bringing an In-
dian tribe into the full perfection of ecivilization, and under the full
influence of the redeeming power of Christianity, is here fast and
auspiciously advancing to its completion. It would seem asif Al-
mighty Providence, in scorn of the daring blasphemers, who assert
that any of the human beings he has made, are nretrievably heyond
the regencrating encrgy of the Gospel of his Son, and forever out
of the pale of civil and social improvement, has reserved this solita-
ry tribe of the forest, to tell such philosophers the supreme weakness
of their complacent speculations.  To tell the world that there are
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none, however singularly ferocious, whom e eannot reclaim from
their savage barbavitys  “Fhat the simple velicion of the cross of
Jesus, only, can cffict that mighty renovation, that new mmal erea-
tion, which must be the invarinble forevomner of social refinement,
but to the accomplishment of which, all the wisdom aud philosophy
of all past nges is otherwise totally inadeguate. And shull we now
by our obstinnte sellishuess, rejeet this sublime experiment,—and
with such rejection destroy the possibility of  ever repeating, it?
Shall we now, when a whole people have emerged from thetr dark-
ness, and are rapidly advancing to the possession of the glorious
light®nd hopes of Christianity, and to the enjoyment of the blessings
of domestic liliey shut them up o alt future progress, and return them
to their original barbarity 2 We have thoronghly instructed them in
otr viees—let us us at least point thent to the Balm of Gilead, and
not frown on them, while they seek the Phvsician there. Lt us
not drive them back into the wilderness, stripped of the compara-
tively innocent simplicity which once belonged to them, and infect-
cd with a moral pesiilence, which they never wonld have felt but
for us,—acpminted with erimes, which the ingenuity ol refined life
only could snggest, hut not acquainted with the power of that salva-
tioa to whieh we resort, but whieh some amaong nus dare to assert
they arve absolutely tneapable of ahtaining,  After having mnde them
drunk with the enp of our abominations, let Gs not vefuse them a par-
ticipation tn our blessings,  Neither let ug compel them, as the mis-
erable alternative from a removal bevond the Missizsippi, 1o give
themselves to the valtnre-like protection ol their neighbors—to the
anthority of laws, which practieally assert that they are not human,
by depriving them of the ost precions riglis and privileges of
man ina soctl commmanty. Shall we not rather, as some repara-
ton for the incalenlable injury we have done tiem, now perform the
utinost i our power o promote theie speedy acguatsition of all the
blessings which we hold dear ¢ and even err on the side of tan hn-
mane i benevolenee, too profuse a cenerosity, too disinterested and
sell-denving a Kindness,

We have deferved the constderation of this topic too longz: so
long, indeed, that it argaes a4 carclessness in this comntry, in reaard
to the great itevests of moraliy and religion, which is wuly por-
tentons,  In Fnxland, the approaach of a question alimost exelusively
mereanttle and polineal in its oature, the question i regard to the
propriety of removing the jurisdiction of the aftiirs of India from
the hands of the Fast Todia Company, is watched by the whole
nation, with the utmost anxiety, for vears before it ean possibly
come nto parliament : and the snbject 15 kept i daily nf:it:nim;,
with as much vigor as i it were now on the eve of its final settle-
ment.  lts connexions and its consequences are examined, not in
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the hurry of tumultuous anxiety, but with that calinness of delibera-
tion, which is due 1o so important a measure 3 and when it comes to
be determined, it will be determined by men prepared for the
duty, and under the full and wholesome influence of the decisive
expression of an enlightened public opinion.  But with us, a subject
involving the infinitely higher considerations of national faith and
morality, and the interests temporal, and perhaps eternal, of more
than Gy thousand lwman beings, linds us, as a community, at the
very moment in which it is to be made the subject of debate in our
halls of legislution, in alinost total ignorunce ol its true nature, and
its real importance.

But this is not all,  Propositions from our government, if not
bearing on their very front the characters of manifest and reckless
injustice, yet being in their nature snch as any conmunity on earth
should blush to have originated within its lunits, are listened to by
us, not only with no manifestation of indignation, but not even with
an expression of moderate astonishment at their cold inhumanity ;
we hiear them with as much indifference, as il we considered themn
matters of course, and unavoidably resulting from the nature of our
free institutions.  What is more alarming thun this, is the truth, that,
on the part of a great portion of this people, and on the part of
some of the most enlightened, literary, and influential men in New
England, such propasitions are received with manifest approbation ;
and with an additional sophistry of selfishness in their support,
which might almost put Machiavelli’s cool-blooded policy of eralti-
ness and cruelty to shame. If this dees not show, notwithstanding
all our labors fur the spread of the gospel, and all our charities at
home and abroad, and all our temperance, and all our wide
phylacteries, and prayers in the corners of the streets, a deep-
rooted moral insensibility, an alarming stupidity of feeling in regard
to the cause of general justice and benevolence, whenever these
duties clash, in the slightest apparent degree, with the motives of
avarice or pride—then no language, and no conduct (which always
speaks with a tenfold energy,) can cver indicate the moral character
of any community n existence.

But this is not the ouly fact that wmakes us tremble for the cause
of all that is holy in feeling and virtuous in conduet among us.
There are many circumstances, which declare loudly that there is a
sad infection of moral leprosy and plagae in our system, and that,
however it may be concealed for a time, and we remain sell-
decetved, bencath our external demonstrations of godliness; or
though it be seen to rage and fester only in secret places, or amidst
the low and the degraded ; it will break out, unless there be an
effectual and timely check put upon it, and sweep over our whole
country with a mournful and desolating power. We do not hold such
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lnnguage thoughtlessly, nor without restriction ; but we know that
such must bo the cose in every country, und especinlly in ours, if
thete be not high, energetic, and unremitting exertion, on the part
of all, who favor the cause of a fervent picty and a stern morality.
The nature of our institutions is such, that this country may not
unaptly be called a theatre, in which there is held out a free license
for the exhibition of all varicties of wickedness, however radically
destructive in their nature, which do not directly toneh the worldly
interests of men, or interfere with the ease nnd comlort of society.
Many among us scem to think, that, in eflecting the wholesome
disunion of church and state, we have not gone far cnough, but
should take atheism into partnership, and for greater security against
the encronchments of ceclesiastical power, base our republic tirmly
in the principles of infidelity. 1t hecomes us to be up and doing, to
be vigitant and prayerful.  The energies of wickedness are of that
irregularity, both in the times of its appearance, and the quantity of
its power, upon which no caleulation can be made, to which no limits
can be set.  None can deny that we have among us all the elements
at least, of a most destructive moral, if not political commotion. It
only needs an event of sufficient magnitude, and suflicient sharpness
of collision with conflicting interests, to set them all in the most
terrible combination.

Like all other countries, we have among us the infidel and the
atheist ; but, unlike almost all others, we give them full toleration
in the enjovment of their conscientions fuith., We have, 100, the
sensual and the debauched 3 and there are those tn whom the light
of Deity and the spark of bumanity seems hopelessly quenched,
and its place forever occupied by the savage and lurid fires of the
stinet of the brute. A woman, whose character is a disgrace to
the nume of female, has lectured among us to full meetings of
blasphemers and deniers of their God 3 an event which could not
have existed, setting aside all acwial prohibition, had the state of
public {eeling among us been pure in any eminent degree.  We
louk only with emotions of vacant curiosity at such beings and their
followers, while they set aside the authority of God’s word, and
offer to the passions of mankind a freedom {from restraint, which is
too alluring long to be resisted without deep religious principle.
The sabbath continues to be violated ;3 and though individuals are
stll permitted to keep it as holy as they choose, vet any atempt to
enforce its obligations upon us as a nation is met with the outery of
‘ priesterafty and the obstacle of law. It is said, too, that the
Jesuits are at work wiih their powerful machinations 3 and wherever,
and i whatever hopeless circumstances of apparent weakness and
folly, these men begin their operations, let none dare to despise
them. The curse of slavery is still upon us; and we never can
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throw it off, till our lethargy and loprosy of moral feeling is wholly
purged away, and its place supplid by the blessed activity and
purity of religions benevolenee,  Our intemperanee, in one of its
forms, has indeed been ehoeked 5 but even here we tremble at the
symptoms of a renction, when many of those, who have acted in
this reformation, heeome apparently satisfied  that enough has been
done, and sccare of the result of their fnhors s and in other forms
it yet rages frightfully among us.  There are contentions, too,
beginning to spring up, even winidst the religions and the benevo-
lent, (with whom, if ever, we might hope to sce peace,) and cresting
a {earful sentiment ol prejudice «nd disunion beiween vavious por-
tions of our countey, and threaten, 2 to paralyze the arm of chavity,
while that of avarice and oppression is elothed with powenr.

This, one wonld think, is a sofliciently  frizhtful pieture, withont
having a single feature added 10 its characters, or o single shade to
the darkness of its coloring, 1t will be ealled false and hyperholi-
cal ;—but what one statement does it contain, whiel is not absolute-
Iy true?  And why not group together the ik featares ol ouwr na-
tional character, as well as be contnually dwelling upon those which
are bright.  Yet of all fearful indications of depravity among us,
we look upon the leclings, which prevail in regard to the approaching
destiny of the Indiang, as the wost alneming.

Should this question be decided according to our fears, it will
read a mournf{ul lesson 10 the poor, the fgnorant, the wenk, and the
oppressed, on the insensate {olly ol throwing themselves lor protecs
tion on the merey of those, who are mare powerful than they 5 the
folly of trusting to the futh of rreaties, however solemn, or the
strength of obligntions, however hinding, it there be the most distant
prospect, that such treaties and sueh obligations will ever come in
competition with the dewands of sellish mterest, or the rapacny of
unconquerible avarice.  Such treaties will be  disregarded like the
idle fictions of idioey, and such oblizations will be broken like gns-
samer before the tempest, in the consuming rage ol those terribly
remorseless passions.  The maxim that mght makes right is the
only one which will be held leeal, and the only one wineh will main-
tain a bigh and despotic authority, thronzh all chanees of ciremm-
ance. and in all fluctuations of opinion.  T'he Indians had better stand
to their arms and he exterminated, than marel further onwards to
the Pacific, in the faith that the coming ide of eirilized population
will not sweep them forever till they mingle s depths, Better
thus, than remain to be tramnpled as the serls of Georgin—to have
their faces ground by the pride and oppression of their shive hold-
ine neizhbors 3—tn be exterminated by the more powerful; and not
less sure though slower operation of the vices of the whites.
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We write this with a dejection of feeling, which nothing can ex-
press,  When we ook into the pages of ln-ims. mnl see what, in
inuliplied eases, has beei the inevitible fate of aestions of this
niture, how justice and benevolenee have been saerificed before the
altar of ambitions power, il when we ook upon some demonstra-
tions of feeling on this subjeet alrendy exhibited, we are led alimost
to ilvspnn' for the result, "Il only redeeming fentare is the spirit
of Christianity among us, and the deptl and - strength ol moral and
religions feeling in the hearts of muny, who honor the |lmlus-!rm of
Cliristinnity, ln their active and o IHLll'bH benevolence. It is a spirit
which weonld ke its voiee heard and its power lelty, could it once
be ronsed lnm action,  But ol what use can Il be, I its enerzivs are
consumed | i idle, unaviiling syimpithy. It is a spurious II‘II"‘IDII,
which rusts in inaetivity, Laetthe Chriztian pablie vise up quickly, and
act with intensity on this subjeet, or all action will be utterly in vain,

Though the prospect b |u~||l'm-, we will not relingnish all hope,
while we remember, that there s an overruling Provideace in the
allaies of moctals,  Be sull, and fenme that T am God, T will
be evalted among the heathony 1 owidl be cvalted in the carth,
We cannot believe that He bas preserved this country in so mary
critical and tving conjunctires 5 that he has so manifestiv made
bare bis arm for ome deliveranee, and lod us upward o so exalied
an eminence of el and relezions povileges and that he will now
Jeave us 1o the shametil desertion of the path of our dutv; 10 a
betraval of the high trust he has committed 1o one chuiee s 1o
become a black example of national perhidy and injustice 5 and, in
comserrence, a terrible esample of suffering the vnf..fmm'u of
Heaven,  Bot lec it be remeinbered that itorests with ourselves to
determine this most womentous problem. Let it be remembered
that God has made known to us the path ol duwty, and has given us
the means of action s wind that we are not permitted to sit etill in the
blinduess of fatwnv, awaiing the determiatioes ot Jehovah, and
exclaiming, in the supine idleness and hyvpoeritieal resigaation of
the Tark, * God is cond ! His will be done?™ 15 we are even
so degraded as 10 wish it, we ean none of us flaat v onwards,
fike so manv chips and  straws, on the sarface of the tide of
tme, which is bearing all things o the bosom of eterie, T s
ours to -lu|u~ vitr course 1 1o determine whether we wifl [Vies 10
that ocean in ealim, nul with el -nm|n:_ provnd o< or whether
i shall receive s, o be enveloped meoeverkisung darkoess and
tnssed upon the surges of '.ITI'IIIHIL!M{‘ wrath,  Tne poorest and
the lowest among ns Ir.lw our part to get i this great erisis, and
our portion to bear ol the responsihilitv, which rests upon ns as a
nation, s one of any pnml o tell the mvstertes of God's moral

l-l

admnmstration of the universe, or to say n what mauner, when
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he inflicts vengeance upon a guilty people, he will apportion tho
prnishment of its individuals, nccording to their share W the critne.
But we know that he will do this, and that we all, as individuals,
make up, by our own charocter and conduet, the character and
conduct of our country, [Lict us ask ourselves what ench of us
can o, to avert the threatening evil, and to add power to tho
hands of the benevolent, Let each contvibute his exertions, and
utter his voice, till the united appeal of millions shall swell to
such an accumulated cnergy of remonstrance, as cven a despotic
government would not dare to resist.

God forhid that the prayers which have ascended for the Indians,
and the exertions which may be made in their behalf, shonld fail,
It would be better that half the states in the union were amnibilated,
and the remnaut lefi powerful in holiness, strong in the prevalence of
virtue, than that the whole nation should be stained with guilt, and soon~
er or later disorganized, by the self-destroying energivs of wickedness.
We wounld rather have a civil war, were there no other ulternative,
than avoid it by taking shelter in crime j—-for besides that, m our
faith, it would be beter for the universe to be annihilated, than for
one jot or tittle of the Law of God to be broken, we know that such
a shelter would only prove the prison-house of vengeance and despair.
We would take uparms for the Indians in such a war, with as much
confilence of our duty, as we would stand with our bayonet, on the
shorepfthe Atlantic, to repel the assavlisol the most barharous Invacer.
Perhaps we do wrongto make even the supposition 3 for it can never
come to this. But let anything come upnn us, rather than the stain and
the curse of such perfidy, as has been contemplated.  Let the vials of
God’s wrath be poured out in plague, and storm, and desolation ; let
our navies be seattered to the four winds of heaven; let our corn be
blasted in the fields; let our first boru be consumed with the stroke
of the pestilence ; let us be visited with earthquakes, and given as a
prey to the devouring fire ; but let us not be left 10 cominit so great
an outrage on the law of nations and of God ; let us not be ahandoned
to the degradation of national perjury, and, as its certain consequence,
1o some signal addition of national wo.  Let us listen to the warning
voice, which comesto us from the destruction of {srael.

Their glory faded, and their race dispersed,
The last of nations now, thongh once the first;
They warn and teach the proudest, would they learn,
Keep wisdoin, or meet vengeance in your turn;;
If ire escap'd not, if Heaven spared not us,
Peel'd, scatter'd. and extermipated thus;

If viee received her retribution due,

When we were visited, WAt #ore For you?
When God arises with an awful frown,

To punish lust, or pluck presumnption down
When gifts perverted, or not duly prized,
Pieasure o'ervalued, and his grace despised,
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’rovoko tho vengeaneo of his rightoous linnd,
I'n pour down weath npon @ thanhiloss lagd j—
Jle witl be Jound hopartinlly sovere;

'I'o0 just to wink, or speak the gullly cloar,

In making the preceding statements and appeals, let us not be
accuscd ul wantonly ultt*mplm"' to ageravate the cevils which
threaten us,  We lave no wish to uxugrrurmu thew 5 they are
mournlul enough in reality. Lt none dare to sneer at our exhibis
tion ol the fearlul importanee of this erisis as_idle preaching, or to
deride the waetuth of owr feeltues as the lanatical zeal of a sedenta-
ry enthustast, We bless the Author of our being that he has not
placed us in a situatton o heeome: hardesed 1o soul hy the cunning
of political selfishuess. We are eonsoled in our sitaplicity by the
assurance of one, whose tustracttons we have been ¢ uw;hl 10 vuuer-—
ate, that it is tfuml to be sanple, coneerninge that which s ceil 3° and
by the declirations of auother® whose wisdom is only not m-apuc{l
that * refined poliey ever has been the parent of :-nnht--mu, andd will
be so as lone as the world codures, Plyin goad iuteation,” (b
t‘()tmmw) Cabiel s oas easly diceovesod at the st view, us
fraud is '--llli‘h detected ot |1-l. is o) no mean foree g the wOVOE -
ment of mankind,  Genuine staphieny of heart s In::lm" andd
cementing p-uu llth.'

This subject is too soletm to be approached with thoughtless
derlamn, OF hf-lnh' passed by with a sareasine Let tlinse, who are
jgnorant of 1, e sileat 3 mnd e those, who are chitferent, at Jeast
resteain their levity, and withihold theiv miserable ridicule. We have
given it no coloring which the coldest serutiny of reason will not
juqliﬁ.. Yet oven it we had overch: weed the preture, we have the
authority ot ane ol the wisest statesimen whom our conntry has ever
produced,t that * before the evil hm- happened, it is the part of wis-
dom o exhibit s worst aspeers.” et us hsten to another of his
admirable parazraphs to be Jound o a * Speeeh on the Brinsh
Treaty,” delivered on an occasion simeulrly stanliary 10 some of 1ts
bearmgs, to the present,

“ T see no exception to the respeet that i< paid amonge nations to the law of gaod
faith. 11 there are cases in ths enbirhtened pernad when s violated. there are
none when LI deeried. s the plidosophy of probittes, the deburoen ot rovern-
ments, 1t s observed ll\ h'lrlntrlnl-.; N ulllﬂ of tadrieen sinoke, ar astrine of
hemls, gives not e rely hnuhn-- l aree tmt a snetdy totreaties, Bvenn Abriers,
atruce nn \y Lo hulhrhl for raesiey o bt whien raitite J even AL s IS Too WS, 0
lﬂll]lhl in lhmlﬂ N illlll -IIIIII” ll"'- H} ];.r SETNII S I h!t-- War osecer, fhitli et e 1 oI
o saviwres, nor he principles of ih s e uh o dor prrae s aud fepetnes periait -
tion Lo lll“t[!l‘-l‘ (s ] S lul TINTLE I, il e eould be o resntteeton tromg the
ﬁl!ll lli I]H‘ lhl”*lﬂh II the vicliis ul hI foaee pranla v S EAER T ] P -”tn hll"llhtr,
and form a society, they would, howesor li At s ind themselves obhiged to

*Edmuud Burhe, t Lisher Ames,

J
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make justion, that juatice under which thoy fell, the fundamental Inw of their atato.
They wonlih parecive it was their interest to ke others rospoot, and they would
therefirea noon pay gome respect themselvos to the abligntionn of good faith, 1t is
paintil, | hopo it Ls supuethunns, to mnke evon the sapposition that Amorien #liowhd
furnisle the ovesion of' this oppeobinm, Not Lt i naot even imnseine, that a ro
publiean governuient, sprung, a8 our own s, frot a poople enlightoped and une
corrupted, n govornmont whose origin is eigrht, and Whowo duily diseipline is duty,
cinn, upon o aolann debute, mnke its option to be fithless 3 enn daro to net, what
dospots diure not uvow: what our own vxample ovineos that the states of Barbary
are nnsaapected of'

s in the natmo of things, there enuld bo any experionce which wonld ho ex-
tensively instroetive but one own” (we quote from another peaduction of the samo
writer) “all history lies open for oue winning—apon liko a churelieyard, all whoso
Legsony nre soliwmn, and ehin Hod for oternity i the lned stonu—lordona that whise
mr,—O 1 that they eould thander to rvpuh\mu. your passions ated your vicos fore
l:i:l you to bo fiee ot experience, though she teaches wisdom, tonches it too
Lates "Phe mont mignal events pass away unprotitabily for the generation in which
thoy occur, till at fength a peaple, deat’ to the things that belong to its peaco, is
destroyed ur ensluved, because it will not be instructed,”



APPENDIX.

Tus article in Mr. Willis' Magazine, was written, as itself indi-
cates, from deep fechng, and without any idea of putting it 1 a sepa-
rate furm.,  Whatever objectionsmay e made to ity becanse of the
harshness of some of its expressions, espeeially when applhied o so
plausible a production as thut in the North American Review, we are
fully convinced that it does not contain ote, whose severity s not
really justified by the truth of the case.  We hope the vehemeace
with which we have freely spoken our sentiments will nat preveut any
one from weighing well the importanee of tus crisis, or [ronr exuu-
ning with candour the statcments i our appendix, A pussionate
zeal, such as we have been wronaly charged witly, sl wmiahit ook tpon
with just contempt; but stubborpy facts are 4 sort of arngument, o
which none can innocently refuse convietion, We disclaim the chirge
of pussion: at the same time we kuow it would be criminal, amidst
the momentous circumstances i whieh our country s pliced by the
agitation of the Tadianquestion, it we shoald regard 1s progress with a
calm indifference, wihich we conld seareely exereise in witnessjng an
experiment in Notural Philosophy.  When the moral character ot our
natlon is at stake, no scnsibility can be too quick | when the weltare of
thousands ot our fellow creatures is in danger ol being sacriticed, no
strength of feeling can be called intemperate. Ta such a case, if we
act from feeling we act riecht, The only nustike we can commit,
when we dectde under its infloence | is that of careving the principles of
aeneral benevoleuce too fure Aud s not thus hetter than that our in-
difference should make us cenel to our bhretheen, by preventing us from
carrying those principles so Oir as we oughit !

On this subjeet there is certamly no danger of too much feeling ;
the highest degree of 1 is not superfluous o it is even necessiry, if we
wonld preserve our minds from beipg paralvzed by the cold and un-
fecling sophisury of intrigaing politicans, Bestdes it s 1 melancheoly
truth, that virtnons men  are afinost :Ih\‘:l}'ﬁ Jons l‘llt"rﬁt‘!it‘: Hr 0 ﬂnml
canse, than wicked men i a bad one. “Good works=," 1t 12 ane of
Burke's finest remarks, “ are commonly left o a rude, untintshed
state, throurh the e circamspection, wita wlieeh a tunud pradence
so trequently enervates beneficence.  In doing good, we are generally
cold, languid, and slugaish ; and of all thines afraud of being too mueh
in the nght. But the works of malice aud injustice are quite in an-
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other style.  They are finished with n bold masterly hand tonched
ns they are, with the spirit of those vehement passions thut call torth
all our energivs whenever we oppress anl peeseeute,”

‘The article in the North Mmeriean Review s undoubledly the most
powertul exhibition that ean be prosented of all the false  reasoning
which un inventive ind coulld suguest, on the wronyg side of this
question.  We haedly over et with any publication, which enutained
within the same numboer of Pies so oy ussertions which are absos
ltely false, statements which are fncorreet, prineiples whieh are 1m-
woral, and reasonings which are shametully ereonvous,  1he insinus
tating sophistry of’ ity paragraphs will be best detected by a constant
camparison, as the reader passes over them, with what Willimn Penn
has exlibited, in w very plain, sincere, and convineing manner, on the
snme topics,  In pointing out its most Hpportant nusteprescntitions,
we shall adopt a course somewhae ditterent,

It 13 well known that this artiele npon the Indisns, in the North Ame-
rican Review forJan, 1530, was written by Gaov, Cass, of the Michizan
Territory. ‘T'he same gentleman was also the anthor of a long article on
the same subject, in the xame Review, inthe vear 1826, We propose
to make extracts feom hoth these articles and o exhibit onr guotations
together in their remarkable contradiction, in order that our readers
may know what sort of reliance can he pliced i the opinion of an
individual, whose ideas are thus blown abiout by every witid and wave
of doctrine, and whose assertions seem uhuﬂgu with the changing
administrations of his eountry,  "I'hat refutation of a man's filsehood
is of all others the most thoroueh, practical, and conviucing, which is
drawn from manilest opposition in different portinns of his life or
writings.  We can no longer put faith in any of nis declarations, if
we find him guilty of selfccontradiction in any instanee, where the cir-
cumstances of the case forbid us even to hope, tht such inconsistency
conld have sprung framn mere carelessness or mistake,  The serutiny
of motives helong taa higher than any hnman tribunal, and we shall not
positively assert the causes, which we think may have led Gov, Cass
in 1830 o so bold and manitest o dercliction from his principles in
I826. But we are at perfect liberty to prove to our resders that on
some important points in this question he has belied his old declara-
tions #and adopted new ones @ and our readers will observe that this in-
consistency 1s in ne case justificd by amy new occurrences which may
have bappened, or by any new aspect which the question may have
put on, in the short period of four years; bat that the very reasons on
which his former opinions were grounded, renmin to this day, with
their strength not only in every respect undiminizhed, but powerfully
tncreased.  They will remember likewise that the broad principles of
morality and justice are inGestractible and unzhterable in their uature,
and must forever remain so—clear, lofty, and hindine—even in the
most terrible confusion, not merely of a single republic hut of ten
thousand worlds.  We conld not wish for any refutation of the insin-
uating sophistry of this gentleman more complete in its kind, than he
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has himself given us the opportunity to make, 'l‘hurn' nre snme men,
who huve to seek fresh prineiples, with every fresh mail which arrives

L

frotn Washington,  We hope he i3 not one of these ; otherwise,
while wo are laboring to expose his false assertions, and hefore our
pamphlet can reach him, he may beeome of the sume opinion with
ourselves, aud wo shall find we have been trending on a shadow,

We shall fiest exhibit his incousisteneies ;o alterwitrds mentjon
and refute some ol his filse assertions, and display to our readers a
gpecimen of his immoral prineiples,  ‘They are precisely o the same
pnature with those, out of which the fumous Georsia committee under-
took not long siuce to institute o new code of public morality .~

“ Accipe Dunaum insidias, ot erimine ab tino '
Disce omnnes,’

We shall alko exhibit hig curbled and partial cepresentation of legal
opinions nnd acknowledired truths,

T'o show his inconsisteney we fiest quote Lis latest opintons on the
proposed plan ol removal for the Iudians,

Gov, Cluss i 1230,

¢ For many yvears after the first <ettlement of the ecountey, the colonists were
Gignpged in the duty o self-proservation, aud they todd wedher loisare nor wnelina-
tion UIHI"_\F fo exannnhe the eondition al’ thee ]mh:lll-i. A iu\i'-lit_{.lli' the cunses of
their degradation, wnd the node by which they vight be counterneted, Aud when
they begin to supvey the subjeet, the facts were nat befuree them, as they are be-
fore us. lhat the lndians swere borne baek by the lowing tide, was evident; bat
that this tide would become w debnge, <proading over the whole countev, and cova
ering the sumits of the Joftiest mountivns, could  not he  foreseen, and was not
anticiputed.  Neor eas it boown, il Yiese prople aevoe incapable ul’ peemanont i
prore ment, upon fired resop ralions, arilon e linits of the erviized cauptry,
I'he duty, therefore, of providing a residenee for them, where they could sav to
this ocean, heretofore as srresistible as the great deep ateelf, *Thus fare shalt thou
cotne, but o lfarther,” neether the zovermnent nor the peapie naderstoold,® The
infunt comnmnitivs become powertul colonies 3 the colonies, ndvpendeut states,
und thiese states i {.{ll':ll UHI‘IiIL‘. TIH*II‘ bhoundiies were l:utuh[i-.llp.;L atd therr
jurisdiction was gratted orasswmeds N bortorics, and crcntunl oy new state s,
werr _ﬁH‘HHd. citeh tookens to ds nirn ‘ﬂu.".-"h'-w’ erafeasict e b, ad ta the erten-
St'HH l’{f pu;uﬂ'uﬁun it il I'H-l'r‘f'l{.'a"r'ﬂ e r J"{.\' ;_"n;,*n'ufun. dith un ,”;,;,}f:.; i HH;'HJ"HZ
um! sufumr:;. HN { it H'ffnh PN ".-* Yivel s h!ffn".\' nrurunf,e .-'n H” .-‘J'r{'!} ‘;'”; ,,-r”f;f,
and influe pee. And onw, whea we begin o stuspect, that the white man and the red
man citnuat live lu;_n-tht'r. we find no :"uunlr}' whoere we ean [iI:HII. and noursh, and
protect those elnldrer of imistortune, untit we pass the farthest s of the gov-
erpmients tormed beyond the Missisappic There tea region belongmg to the P nited
States, admiraldy adopled o the situanion and habots ot the ludians, where no
state authoerities lave, or can bave .|u|i-¢lu':i||n. atnd wWhere po e pt will he
made to disturb or wole<t them, LBecanse no peroement bareeer has heretotore
been ruised between them and ws, Tetiat not be copposed, that a country, occue
pied by them und gnarantied 1o them, upon the Red river and the Arkansas,
would not secure them frow future demands. "There woald be veither loca) gov-

* We know not what this weiter can nean 'nothe *dege” of vire e codotpies 1o 8 pro-
ﬁ'itli‘ H | rl‘.-ilh,'m‘t" ﬁlr I.:tfl;ln-. Wi the 1y JBhent wny 2 .llulu--: Cises Wil o \.-I:Il .\un-rir.t. Hnll
frum whom those cobentes, e the oty o -'t']'i'lllh'u-‘t' IR AT Pitv, W by iy Codity-
p{'"l‘il to lllll‘l‘!lihl: FLRALY Iu*rri!nry for e oo rescdewsee, asnd wath w }.“;“L”"-p 1A t‘l'l‘-’II;\EIIH‘l‘\'
strving lo nkuntam peitee,  Dat Giov e spreaks as inr the colo res were themiselves nse
ters flfllhl! wlhiole conttient, upon whiel the abartemal possessors dwelt oy throngh ther
peruissiol,
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srnment nor people to urge the extinction of their title, No ¢laim conld be inter-
posed to contlict with theirs. vhnd if, in the course of ages, cur population should
pressupon that baavicr, it rcould be after the lndiuus had acquired new habits,
which wwonld cause our intercourse to be without danser to them and without
pain to us, or after they had yiclded to their fute and pnssed the Rucky Moun-
taing, or disappeared. These are events ton remote to influence any just ciew of
this subject.””  North Ametican Review, No. 66, page 103, a

h

This extract is remarkable, particularly in the sentences which we
have printed in ltalics, first, tor the wanner in which he takes for
granted as a known truth, the falschood that these peoplein their pres-
ent: situation are incapable of permanent improvement; second, for
its open declaration of the utter selfishness of those wotives which
have made us  begin to suspect that the white and the red men can-
not live together;” and third, tor the unfecling indiffercnce with
which such peliticiius as Gov. Cass can speak of the Indians’ ¢ vieldjug
to their fate, passing the Rocky Mountaius, and disappearing forever
from the notice and the memory of man.!  The falsehond of the clos-
ing sentence i this extract we shall prescutly show.

PPage 12, containg the following declaration (—

«We cannot enter into a full examination of the etlect of planting calonies of
Indians in the western regions.  Frow the retro-pective view furishied by their
hi<tory, it is evidently the only means in our power or in theirs, which ollers  any
probability of preserving them from utter extinetion.  As a dernier resart thero-
fore, apart frons the intrinsic merits of the schewe itsef, it has every elnim to o fhir
experiment,  But when viewed in connection with the peculing uotions and mode
of life ofthe Indians, the prospeet it otfers is consolatory to every rellectiog  pog-

80N, ,

Page 119 of ihe same number contains the following prtrngrnphé on
the same topic.  We mark the word some in fealies, to direet. the
attention of the reader w the singular ditference in the tone of Gov,
Cass's compassion for the hvlians in 1330, from that which he mani-

fosted i 1520,

¢ But afier all, it cannot he denied and onzht not 1o be econcenled, that in this
teansplantation from the soil of their ancestors o the plains of the Missisappi,
come mental and corporeat softerings await the emigrants,  These are inseparable
from the measure itseif. bt by an appropriantion diberally nude, and pradentty
applied, the juurney may be rendered us easy o them, as for an equal mnuber
of aur own p'?"ph'- “." a conhinnintion of the <ie I”'H”Ilil}'. Arritgetpe s iy
he made for their suppmt, afier their arrival in the Tand of eeflige, and witit they
accommndate thenselve« o the cirenmstanees of their situntion 3 uatil they eqan
secure from the earth or the forests, the means of snbsistence, as they may devote
themselves to the purxaits of agriculture or of the chase.””

e then goes on in strain of classical fecling, which is merely hy-
poeritical, compared with the hurd msensibility, which reigns through
the whole article : and of compliment to the Seeretary of War which
is very gentlemauly and polite. He closes with the following parae

graph.

o ‘This is the course we had a right 10 expeet, aml to which there can be no just
abjection. Let the whole subject be fully explained to the lndinus. Let thews know

-
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that the establishment of an independent government is n hopeless project ; wh_ich
citunot he permitted, end which if'it could be permitted, would lead to their inevita-
ble ruin. Let the ofler of a new country be made to them with ample means 10
reach it and to subsist in i, with ample seenrity for its peaceful and perpetual posses-
sion, and with a pledge,in the words of the Secretary of War, ‘that the most enlaryed
and generous ellarts, by the gosernment, will be made to improve their minds, bet-
ter their condition, and aid them in thewr etfots of self-government.’  Let them
distinetly understand, that these who are not dispnsed to remove, but wish to re-
main and subuit to our laws, will, as the President has told the Creeks, * have
Jand laid off for them and their fawilies, in fee.®  When all thisis done, no con-
© sequences can aftect the character of the govermnent, or occasion regret to the
natina.  The ludians would go, avd go speedily and with satisfuction. A few
perhaps might linger around the site of their conncil-fires § but almost as soon
as the patents could be iséued to redeem the pledze mude to them, they would
dispose of their possessions and rejoin their countrymen. o And even should these
prefier aticient ass clutions to fatwee procpeets, and fnully welt away before our
people and .institutions, the result wust be attributed to  causes, which we can
neither stuy nor control. 1 a paterna) authority is eaereised over the aboriginal
colonies, aud just principles of communication with them, aod of Intercommu-
nication muong thesn, are established aud enforced, we muy hope to ree that un-
provewment in their condition, for which we have so long and so vainly looked.”
North American Review, No. 66, page 120.

Gov. Cass on the same subject in 1820.

“ But we are serinusly apprehensive, that in this gizantic plan of publie char-
ity, the magnitade of the outline hus withdrawn our attention from the necessary
detaily, and that, if it be adopted 1o the extent proposed, it will exasperate the
evifs that we are all anxions to allay.

“ Migratory, as our Indians are, they all have, with few exceptions, certain
districts which they have occupied for ages { to which they are attached by all the
tivs which bind men, white or red, to their country ; and where their particular
hatits, and modes of life, have become aceommuadated to the nature of the ani-
mals, which furnish their sulisistence, . ~ . d » .

v A removal through cight degrees of latitude, and fifteen degrees of longitude,
will bring many of them to o country, of whose animi} aml vegetable produc-
tinns they are ignoraut, and will require thew to tiake great changes in thete
habite, to acconunadate themselves to the new ecircumstances, in which they may
be placed ; changrs, which we, flevible as we are, should make with dilicalty,
and with great sacrifices of health amtd life. 1t i no slight tusk for a whole peonple,
from helpless infaney to the decrepitude of age, to abindon their nstive land, and
seek in a distant, and pechaps barren region, new means of suppart.  The public
papers infurin us, that an attempt was made this season in Qlio, by the author-
wed agents of the government, te induce the Shawnese 1o remove to the west,
and that liberd ofless were wiade of noney, provisions, snd land,  But it zeenis
they declined, alleging that they were happy aied contented in their present gitue
ation, and expressing their dissatistuction with the nature of the country oifered
to thent,

* But this isnot nll,  Many of the tribes, as we have already =een, east and
west of the Mississippi, are in a state of active warfare, which has eaisted for
nges.  ‘The Chippewas are hereditiry enemies of’ the Sigux, and the Sacs and
Foves have reeently joined the former in the war 2 and wmost ol the Algonquin
tribes, the Delywares, Shawnese, Kickapoos, Mizmies, and others, are in the
same refation to the Osages,  How are these tiibes to exist together?  As well
might the deerassocinte with the wolf, and expeet to escape with impanity.  The
weak wounld fall before the strong.  Parcel out the country as we may among
them, they will not be restrained in their movements by imaginary lines, but will



24 LExamination of Gov, Cass

roam whoro their inclinntion may dictate.  "Thero 1a a strong tendoney to war, in
the whole systom of tndlan education und fustitutions,  1ow is the young man to
bonst of his exploits, at the great wur dinco nnd fenat of his band, an hiw futher
has done bulory him, unless e ean tind an enmny to encounter?  Low can ho
wenr ot his hend the envivd Teathers of the war eagle, und one for ench ndvens-
ture § or paint upon the body n vorilion mark for oneh wound, if ho st pursuo
gomo only, and nover travel the war path? - A cordon of troops, which should
encirclo each tribe, might keep them all in penee together.  But without such a
displuy of an overwhelming wilitary force, wo should soon hear, that the war
diunco wun performed, the war seng riised, wnd that the young men had departed
in pursuit of Gune, sealps, and deathe  And this seeno would be more iremendous,
as the Indiane wers more compressed.  'Chey could  then neither conceal thems

solves from the pursuit of thetr eacniies, vor flee from their vengeunce,
» " » » & » 0

“ The whole subject, however, is involved in great doubt and  difliculty, and
tis better to do anthing, than to hazurd the vish of inerensing theis misery, Yor
ouraclves, wa think, thut the efforts of the governmaent shoull be limited to cer-
tain genoral objects und regulutions.™

He then goes on to specify some of those regulations, and closes
with the proposition,—

¢ That ten thousund dollurs should be nnsually added to the appropriation
for ciﬁlising them, unti) a smtisfuctory judgiment can bhe tormed, of the probabloe
result of tny experiment,  And that, uiter oll this, we should lerve their fute to
the common God of the white man and the Indinn,”’
North American Review, Vol 23, pages 117 to 119,

We are informed, on good authority, that Gov. Cass has repeated
these sentiments in conversation within one year.  We leave lus in-
consistency, without additional remark, to the retlection of our read-
ers,

Our next extracts are on the efforts of missionaries and the prospect
of civilization and Christianity among the Indians.

Gov. Cussin 1830.

¢ [tis easy, in contemplating the situation of such a people, to perceive the diffi-
culties to be encountered in any eflort to produce u radica! change in their condi-
tion. 'The fulerum is wanting, upon which the lever wust he ptaced. They are
contented ns they ure ; not contented merely, but clinging with a death-grusp to
their own institutions. 'This feeling, inculcated in youth, strengthened in manhood,
and nourishhd in nge, renders them inaceessible to argament or remonstrance. T'o
roam the forests at wl(ll, to pursue their game, to attack their encmies, to spend the
rest of their lives in listless indolence, to eat nordinately when they have food
to suffer patiently when they have none, and to be ready at all tunes to die ;
these are the principal occupations of an Indian.  But Iittle knowledge of hu-
man nature is necessary, 1o be sensible how unwilling a suvage would be to
exchange such a life for the stationary and lxborious duties of civilized society.

¢s Bxperience has shown, that the Didians are steadlly and vapidly diminish-
ing.  And cuuses of this dimimtion, which we hive endeavored to investigate,
are yet in constant il active operation. 1t has alsa heen shown, that our cfforts
to stand between the hving and the dead, to stay this tide which is spreading
around them and over them, have long been fruitless, and are now hopeless.
And equally fruitless and hopeless are the attempts to impart to them, in their
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nresent situation, the blessings of religion, the henefits of science and the urts,
andd the ndvantages of an eflicient and stable govermment,  ‘T'he time seemy to
have arvived, when a change in owr principles and proctice is necessary 3 when
some new edlort must be made to meliomte the condition of the Indians, if we
would not beleft without a living monument of their misfurtunes, or o living
evidence of our desire to repair them,”

We postpone for a inoment, our exhibition of the falsehood contain-
ed in this extract; it being our immediate object to show his own in-
consistency,  Qur readers have seen that he here omits to mention the
rising generation of Indians,

Glov. Cass on the same topic in 1820.

“Phe eflorts, which benevolent individuals and associations are now making
througl the United States, in co.operation with the government, are fountded
upon move practical principles, and promise more stable and usefit] results, We
consider any attempt atterly hoydless, to change the habits or opiions of those
Poddians,  who have arvived at years of naenvityg and all we can do tor them is to
adel to the comtorts of their physical exnistences  Our hopes muast rest ipon the
risensr generation,  Andy certuinly, many of our missionary schools exhibit
striking examples of the docility and capacity of their ndian pupils, and ofler
chicering prospeets for the philinthropiste “The union of mental and physteal
diseipline, which is enforeed at these establishments, is best adaptedto the situs
ation of the Indians, and evinees a sound knowledge of those principles of lne.
man wature, whitch must be hiere ealled into active exertion. A few vears will
settle this important gquestion : and we have no doubt, that on small reserva-
tions, and wnang reduced s, where a spivit of unprovement has alveady
commenced, its effects will be salutary and permanent,

“But e ennfoss that, nmder other ciecumstances, vur foars are steonger than
Hnr hn;ua‘. ”YH re fff frf'fu N e I'H HH r'r' nrf:_ffm.'f statlr, H'r'fff J'JHH! rnunl_rh {oy rount

arcr, and game cnvugh to pursue, they du not feel the ealue of var institutions,
but urcutterly opponsed to them.”

We print the closing sentences in italics because they are so remarke
ably inconsistent with the Late expression ot his opinion that the In-
dians will more easily be civilized, the farther thevare driven from the
last slimmerings of a Christian settlement, amd (in reality) the nearer
they are reduced o ¢ their original staie.”

Wc neat quote his opinions on the causes of their decay.,

Gov. Cuss in 18330,

4 But astill more powerful cause has operated to praduce this diminution
th the number of the hdans,  Ardent ~pirits have been the bane of their im-
provement ;o one of the principal agents in their deelension anld degradation.
l‘n s proposition we include only those tmbes i immedinte contact with our
frontier settlements, or who have remained UPON reserrations g‘llu:‘;mtiutl to
them, Tt has been found mhracticable to prevent the sale of spitttnons Tiguors
to those who are thus situated. The niost jud’cions Laws are eluded or openly
violated.,  T'he love of shHirits, and the love of ruing conshire to bring together
the baver and the seller,. As the benalties becaoine Beavier, amd the proba-
bality of detection and punishment stronger, the prohibited article becomes
deurer, and the sucrifice to obtain it greater, * y * Y ’

4
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¢ Our object, as will be seen in the sequel, is not to trace the operation of alk
the causes which have contributed to the diminution of the population of Ui
Indinng,  We confine ourselves to those which may be thirly attributed to the
coming of the Buropeans among them, and which are yot exereting their influ.
cnee, wherever the two raees are pliced in contacty Ay we shall attempt
eventually to prove, that the ouly means of preserving the hidinng from that
utter extinetiun which threatens them, s to remove them e the sphere of
this influence, we wre desirous ol showing, that no change has oecurved, o
probably can occur, in the principles or practice of' our intcrcourse with them,
by which the progress of their declension can be nrrested, so long us they
occupy their present situation.

4 The consequences o their own wars, therefore, do not fall within thiy in.
quiry,  ‘These were in active operation longg before onr fathers aded apon the
continent, and their extent and effeets have been gradually eirenmiseridnad by ouee
interposition, until the war-hatehet has been buried by many of the tribes which
nre nenr us 5 owud i not buried, will, we trust, ere long e taken from those
which are remote.”

Our readers will remark tn this estract the policy of the Governor
in dwelling on those causes of decay which have operated in the
neirhborhood of the whites, and his caution in avoiding as uuch as
possible the troublesome consideration of those which will be most
powertul in the contemplated region of removal,

Glov. Cuss on the sume topic in 1820,

On page 94, Vol. 13, (New Series) he speaks of ¢ the introduction
of whiskey” as being *among the least of the evils to which the
caliunitics ol the Indians are attributable.”

¢ Among th~ remote tribes, spirits are searcely ever seen, and they do  not
constitute anartivle of gencral use, crea among thuse, who are much nearer to ns,
‘The regulations of the government are such, and they are so rigidly enforeed,
that the general introduction off spirits into the Indian country is too luzardous
fur profitable speculation, Nor could it bear the expense of very distant trans.
portation ; for if sold and consumed, a corresponding reduction must be onule
in clothing, guns, powder, and lead, articles essential to the successtul prose-
cution of their hunting expeditions, and without which the trader woulid soan
find his credits unpaid, and his adventure equally ruinous to the Tadims and
himself.

¢t But their own ceaseless hostilities, as indefinite in their objects, as in their
duratiun, have, more than any other cause, led to the melncholy depopniation,
traces of which are everywhere visible throueh the unsetthed conntes 5 Jess,
perhaps, by the direet slaghter, which these hostilities have oceasioned, than
hy the change of habits incident to their prosecution, and by the scarcity of
the means of subsistence, which have attended the interruption of the ordinary
employments of the Tudians,  There is reason to believe, that firearms, by
cqualizing the physical power of the combatants, have among these people, as
in Furope, lessened the horrors of war,

¢« ‘I'he Indians, in that extensive region, are to this day fur beyond the operation
of uny causes, vrimary or secondary, which ean he traced to ecivilized man, and
which have had a tendeney to aceelerate their progressive depopulation. And yet
their numbers have decreased with appatling rapdity, They are o state of perpaet-
nal hostility, and it is believed there 18 a0t @ tribe between the Mississippi aned the
Pacitic, which has not some enemy to llee from or to pursue.  ‘The war tlag s
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naver ateack upon their thousand hills, nor the war song unsung through thuir
honudloss plaing,

oA e have only  stated n feww prominent fucts 3 but, were it neeessary, many
others wight he adduemt to prove, that the decrense in the namber of the Tndiuns,
wlkitever of niny he, hits beog uwing morg to themselves, than to the whites, I'o
humetnity it is indeed consolntory to aseertain, thut the enrly estimntes of nborige
innd population were mude in no spirit of exaggeration 3 and thot, sithongh it has
greatly declmed, still it declonsion may be traced to causes, which were oper-
ating hefore thy arrival of the Buropeans, or which way be truly assigned, without
any imputation upon the motives o the tirst adventurers or their descendunts.””

We perfeetly agree with the writer in his remarks on the extermins
ating hostilities of the fndians tribes, and we only desire our readers
to reflect on the probable operation of this cause of decay, should
these tribes be removed, in one congregated comnunity, to the distant
redions of the west,

Y ' ' ' . . R T 3 M i1

Plhie next topie on which we intended to exlitbit the inconsistency
with which Gov, Cass is charreable, 1s the general character of thie
Indians,  We shall only make one extract from cuch of his articles.
Our first s from that i 1S3,

“lleehless of consequences, he b4 the elild of impulse. Unrestrained by moral
consideraions, whatever his passions prowpt he dovse  Believiog all the wild
aml debasing superstitions which have come down 10 bt he has no praetical
views of uooral superintendeace to proteet or to pantsh bt Governent 1y
unkuown anmng them ¢ eectaiuly, that government which preseribes general rulns
and  eoforees or vindicates thew, The utter nakedness of’ their socicty ean be
Rnown only by personal observations "The tribes seem to be held together by
a kind of Fonily bgament 3 by the ties of blood, which, in the infaney of soct-
Y oure stronger as other associations are weakers “Thiey have no eriminal code,
no courts, no oflicers, no punislanents. . They have no relative duties to en-
foreey no debts to collect, no property to restore. ‘Thev are in a state of na.
tre, as much so as 1t is possible for any people to be, Injuries are redressed
by revenge, and strength is the sceurity for right.,”

Our next is from the article in 1:26.

“The constitution of theirsociety, and the ties, by which they are kept to-
gether, furnish a paradox, which has never received the explanation it reguives,
We sy they bave no government. And they have none, whose operation is
felt cither in rewards or prnishments. And yet their Tives aed property ape
protected, and their politieal relations among themselses, and with other tribes,
are duly preserved. Thae they then no passions to evelie them to decds of vis
olenee, ar bave they discovered, and reduced to pract ec, some unknown prine
ciple of action i human nature, equaliy efiicacions with the two  prreat motives
of hope and tear, upon whiteh all other governments lave heretotore rested
Why docs the Indian, whe s been gailty of murder, teanquilly fold his blan-
ket about his head, and, seating himself upon the ground, awat the retebutive
stroke from the relation of the deceascd P A white wan, under sinilae eir-
cumstances, would Hee, or pestst, and we ean conceive of no motive, which
would biduee himto submit to such a sacrifice. Those Indians, who have
mutrdered our citizens, have penerdly surrendered tiemselves for tial.”

We tinish our ertracts with the followine melauceholy picture,
drawn by thas writer i 13206, and exhibitng o svipathy o feeling
fur the distresses and  degradation of the Indians, which we wish
might have dictated his pen at the preseat interesting mouwent.
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'* But after all, noither the government nor peaple of the United States, hnve
uny wish to conceul from themwolves, nor from the world, that there ix upon thir
frontiers a wrotched, forlorn poaple, looking to them for sapport and proteetion,
and possessing strong cluins upon their jostice and hamanity, Phese peoply eu-
ceived our forefuthers in o wpirit of frivndship, nided themw 10 ondure privintions and
sufturings, and taught them how to provide for many of the wants, with which they
were surrounded.  Tho Indians were then siron o tid wo were wenlk : and,
without looking at the chiange which hue aceurred, in any wpirit of morbil affoe-
tution, but with the feclings of nn age accustomed 10 Zobservo gront  mutationy in
the fortuncs of nntions nied of individunls, wo iy express oue” regrot, that they
have Jost wo much off what we have ganed,  T'he prominent points ol theip bis-
tory are before the world, and witl go down unchuuged to posterity, 1o the revs
olution of u few ages, this fuir portion of the continent, whicl was theirs, hns
passed into our possession,  'Thu forests, which atlorded food nad security, where
were their cendles, their home, and their graves, havo disappeared, or aro dise
appueuring, hefore the progress of civilization,

' \\’uﬁuwu extinguished their council fires, and ploughed up the bones of their
futhers.  Their populution has diminished with lameatable rapidity,  "Those tribies
that remain, like the fone columns of u fallen temple, ehibit but the sud relies of
their former strength 5 and muny others live only in the names, which have
vreached us through the eurlier accounts of teavellers und historians. '

Belore we proceed to correct his mistatements and relute some of’
his unfounded assertions, we wish 1o remark on two peculinr points
of sophistry in the whole of what he has written on the character of
the Indians in the late number of’ the North American Review., It is
evidently his object to exhibit that character in the most gross and de-
graded colors in which it can possibly be drawn ; and even to make
it appear that such * wandering hordes of barbarians” can be entitled
to no rights, which would resist the universal progress of white and ¢iv-
ilized population for any period of time, or over any, the smallest ex-
tent of territory,  lle gradually endeavors to prove, by the darkest
display of their savage wretchedness and inferiority, that there is
something in thetr very nature which renders them absolutely incapa-
ble of even approximating to the condition of the whites. T'his in-
capability, lest his readers should forget it, he is ever and anon assert-
ing as he finds opportunity.  Their nature is such that they really
cannot be improved by civilization or meliorated by Christianity.  For
this purpose, and as if most of the tribes of ludians now in the Unis
ted States were not widely different an their circumstances and  char-
acter from the race of Aborigines which inhabited this continent on its
first discovery, he goes back to the elaborate description of Dr. Rob-
ertson, and devotes page alter page to the delineation of the ** lile and
conversation’”’ of the savage; taking for granted that not a single
tribe has improved a whit from the earliest period at which they be-
ciune the subject of observation to the present day.  He then goces on
to reason about the obligation of ‘ recluming amd cultivating the soil’
imposed by Nature on all men, and the necessity of coercing thase
savage communities who will notobey this oblimation. From all this
reasoning he conceives it to be a very ohvious conclusion that the
United States have a perfect right at any time to dispussess a savage
community and occupy their soil for the general benuefit of saciety,



on the Bemovul of the Indiuns. 29

and the necomplishment of' the desygng of nmture,  ''here 18 another
conclusion to which he brings hinsell from his pieture of the barb s
ity and imbeetlity of the fadinns, which is, that not beine able 1o take
e ol themselves, it heeamoes e eight and daty ol adividuoal states
to oversee and legislate for all those teibes within their respective line
i,

Reasoning, ns he professes (o do, ennecrning the presont generas
tivn of Tndins the elloet of this sophistry 15, to wake his readers eou-
ceive of those now i the United States, Cherokees, Choetaws, anil
adl other tribes, under the general eharaeter of stubborn and (erocions
savages; o whom fis priociples, however unjust iy thewselves, might
seetn to be more applicalde, and less eoidently anpuse, than it he had
attempted o apply theoe diccetly to teihes so peaceable in their cone
duetr, and so far wdvanced in eivitization and Christinnity, as that of the
Cherohees, He knew that such an attempt, with the admission of what
IS rt'u“}' frue in rivcand o the state ol those lrihl*s, would have bieceu re-
volting to the moral sense of the whol community 3 and he therefore
artfully here leaves them ont of view, and reasons generadly upon his
description of ficvee and murderous and  inbecile savagces, He likee
wWise assumes the rivlt to oversee and legisbite tor the Indians, en-
deavoring 19 make his readers forget that all the right of this Kind,
which we do or can possess, is founded on their own voluntary per-
mission and agrecment, o the stipulations ol iviolable treaties,

Another fatliey which he nses i cudeavoring o prove the impas-
sthility o eivihizing the Indians, and one Ly whieh the mind anght
casily be blinded, is this @ e reasons altorether fiom the charaeter
of those who have arrived st manhood ;. who have grown ap and been
‘monhded by the customs of sivage lite; who are satistied with their
own habits, and ** chnging with a deadhegrasp o their own institu-
tous" ** Bat little knowledge of haman natare is necessary, to be
sensible how unwilling a savave would be to exchange such a lite for
thee stattonary and laborious duties of civilized soctetv.” A< it this
exchiange conld only he made at ence, and from the full barbarity of
the one comdition tnte the (ull retinement of the other, As it there
were o process by which the phaint mind ot the voune and  coming
generation may be gradually formed o better habus, and  introduced
to v more clevated existence, As if the etforts ol our misstonaries
were to he ol wasted an the hardened and the aced, instoad of beine
chiclly directed tothe Christian cdueation of the tender and the vounes,
Hois evidemdy his objeet to make his readers torret thiat such o [orssie
bility of their youthtud education exists,  u speakine of the mi-<iogn-
Wy exerttons among the Cherokees he observes, (and we shall proes-
ently extract the whole paragrapl,) that * to forn just conceptions of
the spirit and object of these etlorts, we must lonk at their practrcal
aperatton upoir the community, 1t s here, 08 the facts which  have
been stated 1o us are carvcet, and of which we heee no doubt, that they
will be found wanting.”  But what are the facts on the strength of
which he dares to make this ab-olutely false assertion ; an assertion
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repeated and insinnated in some form or other, time afer time
throughout the course of his article,  He has not stated one; but after
mnking this decluration, for the truth of whicl hoe leaves his readers
o trust to Lis own honesty, he proceeds o denw that brond and dark
picture of the savage lite and charncter, off which we have spoken,
T'his picture, deawn lom aceonnts nearly o bhundred years old, stands
i the place of *facty,” and we doulnt not it was his inteution that it
should appens in the view ol his readors ns the hopeless result of ull
the efforts which have been or can be mnde, to improve and Christinn-
ize our unhnppy brethren of the wilderness,  He wished it might pass
for an exhibition ot ** the pracuical operation of those cflorts on the
community.,”

We shall now proceed to point out and to prove the falsehiond in
some of the assertions of Gov, Cass, commencing with those whieh
oceur in the exteacts aleendy wade,  The Gest s found at the elose of
our first extract, in reqiard to certuin events which are declared to be
‘oo remote to inflnence any ust view of this subject.”  With this
acclaration we may compare the lollowing moral propabilities ol the
case exhibited by Willhiam Penn, fairly and without exaggeration,

s Pwenty years hencey “Fexas whether it shall belong to the United States or
not, will have been settled by the descendants of the Anglo-Ameyicans,  "The
State of Missouri will then be populonse “Fhere will be great roads through the
new Indian country, and cavavans will he pasainge samd repussing in many diree-
tions.  ‘The cmigrant Indians will be denationahized, and will have no common
bond of union,  * . * Another removal will sonn he necessary,

VIF the emigrants become poor, and are transformed inte vagabonuds, it will
be evidence enough, that no benevolent treatment can save them, and it will be
saic they may as well be driven beyond the Rocky Mountains at once.  If they
live comfortably, it will preve, that five times as many white peopie might live
comfortubly in their places,  Twenty five years hencey there will probably be
4,000,000 of our poputlation west of the Mississippr, and Hifty years hence not
less than 15,000,000, By that time, the pressure upon the Indians will be much
zrreater from the boundless prateies, which must uhtimately be sabdued and in-
habited, than it would ever have been from the borders of the present Cherokee
country.”

Our readers have scen an extract from Gov. Cass” opinion of the
character of the Indians, tn which he makes the following assertions.
S Government s nnknown among them,” “'Phey have no criminal
cotde, no courts, no oflicers, no pumsbments,  ‘They bave na relative
daties to cuforce, no debts to colleet, no property to restore. They
are in a state of nature, as nmich so as it 18 possible {or any people to
be?  These remarks are found on page 74 of the article,  On page
03 he remarks, ¢ But there are birbarous tribes in the wosld, whe
da not feel the force of these restraints, wino have neither religion nor
morality, neither public opinton or public Inw, to check their propen-
sity for war; whose code requtres them to murder, and ant to subdae ;
ln]alumhzr and devastate, and not to secore.  Are such tribes to be
adisitted into the conmmunity of nations, wnoraut of every thing but
their own barbarous practices, and utterly regardless of their own
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promiscs, and of uny higher obligations "' He applies such a descrip-
tion and such questions, without any esception, 1 ull tribes thiough-
ont the United Stutey, Cherokeey, Choctuws, wnd ull others, aud ine
tendy that they shall be so upplicd o the wonds of his readers,  If
our renders doubt whiat may seem to be ineredible tor the wickedness
of the sophistey, they cnn satisty themselves that sucl s bis ohjeet by
trning to pages 83 and 4, among other places m the article, and obe
serving bow he draws his conelustions e rerard to owr richt of jurise
diction over them,  We shall contricdict his ussertions first from his
own words,  Page 101 he declares respecting the Indian tribes,
“Heretofure, no one amoter thew has deried the obligation of any
ltw passed to protect or restriin them” A vovernment  de facto
has been organized within the limits of the State of Georgia, claime
e legislative, executive, and judicial powers, and ol the essential at-
tributes of sovereignty, independent of that State” On page 111 he
declures “The Cherskee government ix deguiring  the sanetion of
time”  On page LT he remarks, * fo the civil polity of the Chero-
Kkees, and we believe ol the Creeks as now established, there seems to he
a severalty of property ameng themselves) recalated  we &unw not
how, and a community of property with respect to the federsl and
stite governments,  Cessions can only be made in a presestablished
wanner 5 and the principles of Draco are revived i these litde come
munities, by the terrible punishments annexed to a violation of this
regnlution, which will no doubt be entoreed with as fittle compunction
as 1t has been preseribed.”

‘Phis writer saves us the trouble of refuting b, by his own sum-
mary contradictions. Without remarkime on s deltberate aud shame-
ful togustice i his application of the first part of these quotations, we
only wish our readers 1o observe how his stitements aher with the dif=
ferent purposes which he has in view; how he can at one moment
represent the same tribes, as betnge destitute ot a criminal code, pull-
tshments; oflicers, &, as laving  no relative duties or praperty, as
tnder no restraints of religion, morality, public opimon, or paldic law,
amd as bewne utterly regardless of all oblications: and at another mo-
ment, as never denvinge the obligation of Inw, as havine an estabhished
government, a cwtl polity, a severalty of property, strict regulations,
and severe punishments annexed to the violation of those recidations,

In one of onr former extracts, Gov, Cass asserts, as we have seen,
that ** the attempt to impart to the Indians, 1 their present situation,
the blessings of relivion, the beuetits of scienee and the arts, and the
advantaees of an tfficient autd stuble govorament 1= fraitless and lipe-
Joss," According to his custom, he brings torward notacsolitary fier or
stiatement 1o Fllplmrl, 11 ny p:lrl ul'il, this :__{'I"III'I'EIL :l‘:lllliltillr-, 1] -
terly untounded assertion ; and that part wineh velates to covernment
he has st contradieted i his own words, For the rest, all whoe are
in iny degree acquiiated with the present condition of the Southern
tribes, Know s falsehood @ which we shall presestdy exhibit more
strongly by a constderably detailed account ot thewr religous and  do-
mestic inproveient,
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Gov. Cass asserts that “ there is no just reason to believe, that any
one of the tribes, within the whole extent of our boundary, has been
increusing in numbers at any pertod sinee they have been kuown to
us.””  We may compare this with the tollowing assertion i the Chier-
okee Phoenix.  “ I'lie Cherokees have been increasing within the last
20 or 30 years; and of late in a common ratio of increase amony the
whites.  Among the Choctaws and Chickasaws the increase is proba-
bly nearly as rapid.””  This may be a large estimate, yet we cannot
doubt they are on the increase,

We are confirmed in this opinion by the testimony of Col. McKen-
ney, who says in his *‘ Report and proceedings,” submitted to Con-
oress in 1828, The population of the Chickasaw nation may be
put down at four thousand ; they having increased about four hundred
within the last five or six years,”” It is rendered still more certain in
regard to the Cherokees by the statement of David Brown, which Col.
Mec Kenney accepts as correct.  He gives the census of that tribe in
the years 1319 and 18235 and concludes, *“ If this suwumary of Chero-
kee population from the census is correct, to say nothing of those of
forcien extract, we find that in six years the increase has been
3563 souls. It we judge the future by the past, to what number will
the Cherokee population swell in 1856 ! The calculation of William
Penn, therefore, ts less than the truth, that © whes Georgia shall have
a hundred souls to the square mile, (and her sotl is capable of sus-
taining a larger number than that,) the Cherokees may have four times
as manv to the square mile as Georgia now contains, ™

Gov. Cass asks, as if there were not a doubt of the truth of’ his implied
assertion, ** Where is the tribe of Indians, who have changed their
manners, or who have exhibited any just estimate ol the inprove-
ments aronnd them, or any wish to participate in them 7" He repeats
this sentiment, which he cannot but know to be false, in a variety of
forms throughout the article, and each tume with adduwonal confi-
dence, as if it added another to his irrefutable arcuments, and asf
there were no such nations as the Cherokees or Choctaws in existence,
On page 72 this assertion comes up in the following shape. ** And
in the whole cirele of their existence it would be diflicult to pot to a
single advantage which they have derived from their acquaintanee
with the Europeans.”  Thus it is reiterated from page to page with so
much pertinacity of fulsehood, that we are int:.!i-nm] to lu-iirrvt:: he s
merely trying 4s an amasing experiment the prucmt:!l trut‘h of lns the-
ory in regard to the Indians, that wrong, long persisted iny at length
becomes rivht,

It is worthy of remark that Gov. Cass declares with much candor
that his knowleduee of the Indians is confined principally to the North-
ern tribes, and that he has the least acquaintance with the Cherokevs,
Chickasaws, Choctaws and Crecks,—the very tribes whose mter-
ests are most deeply involved in the question on which he has writ-
ten, and against some of whom he  has ullm:e:l, A we have seen, the
most prompt and sweeping slanders,  We give him full credit in the
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confession of his ignorance, for on no other supposition, except the
hypothesis that bis moral sense is anmhilated, can we aceount for his
obstinate repetition of falschoods.  "T'hat our readers may know what
reltance can be placed upon his speculations, we quote his enumeration
of the tribes to whom he says iy personal antercourse * hus heen al-
most wholly confined.” "I'ke Troquois, the Wyandots, the Delawares, ihe
Shawnese, the Miamies, the Kickapoos, the Sacs, the Foses, the Pota-
watamies, the Ottawa | the Chippewas, the loways, the Menomonies, the
Winebagoes, and the Sioux.  Some ol these are so disgustingly decrad-
cd, as to have become a proverb of misery and wretchedness, even among
the Indians themselves.  Yet this writer sets out with the declaration
that lus * general facts and deductions will be principally founded upon
what he has scen and heard amony these tribes.”  How then can he
expect 10 be trusted when he classes the Cherokees with these ¢ bar-
burous communities,” and so draws his conclusions and institutes his
reasonings in regard to this tribe ! Why, merely by a flourish with
the wand of his sophistry, thus, © Limited as our mtercourse with
those Indians has been, we must necessarily draw our conclusions
respeching them from facts which have been stated to us, wnd from
the general resemblance they bear to the other cognate branches of' the
great aboriginal stoel, M is due to truth that this admissivn should
he made,”  After this we do not wonder to Liear him declare that ““ he
doubts whether there is upon the face of the vlobe a imore weetehed
race, than the Cherokees as wdll as the other Southern tribes preseat.”
It s due to truth, we suppose, that this admission also should e made ;
and that their civilization and Christianity should be left totally out
ol view,

There are two features which reign very remarkably throughout the
whale artiele of this writer ¢ they are his extreme pancity in fuets, and
bis prohific tectility in conelusions. OF the © tacts which have been stated
to hun,” inregard to the Cherokees, he gives not a ~olitary example.
We need not obiserve that his opinion (we shonld <1y his assertion)
i redard to them differs totally from that of those who have had per-
sonal andntimate sequaintanee with their conditjon. Taking for
the basis and ground work of his whole speculations, devrading views
of the Indian charaeter, founded on materials colleeted wlmost a cen-
tury ago, and depicted by an Historian who never in his Hite looked
upott a red man, tocether with a similar view of s own, driwn from
an dcequaantance with the wost miserable tribes in the North-Westorn
portion of the United States teretory, he goes on making assertion atter
assertion, and piling contradiction upon contradietion : and applving
his reasonings and conclusions in reard to * savawe and barbarous
communities,” with the samie happy feeility with which he makes them,
o the condition of the Cherokees and other Nouthern tribes, directly in
the face of statements concerning their advancement in civilization
and Christianity, which are tested by sucls stronyg confirmation that
they cannot be doubted,

In order to give a fallacious strength to his assertions in regard to

the fruitlessness of efforts to improve the Indians, be callsin the aid of
{
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the Rev. Tsane MeCoy, a Baptist. Missionary among the Northern
trihes s and at the contpeneenicut of the artielo quotes lrom tlu,. “ R
Brhs u,mu indinn Rethemn™ by that gentleman, These remiarks, like
Gov, Ciae's knowledue, are confined aliost wholly to the Nerthern
(ribos.  "Lowards the close nt'lhv article Gov Cass lus oceasion again
to el the atd ot dr. MeCoy's opraton on the Renoval ol the In-
ditns s and wois an amusing wmstance of the reeliess comtidence with
whieht hie gives the he o ll who ditfer fram him, thay when this
gentlenmn names the Cherodiees and other Souathern tribes us paticu-
lir esceptions o the trath of b s rennrks, Gov, Cas<tlnde contradiess
his 0w witness, aud acceuses him, i aote, of heing * toenorant of the
actitad stide ol IHIII”':H Qe the Cheraliees . S lht' uifey |Hlll'rl}
atud mt-r-t}, kid we niy add oppressioty, of the great bady ol these
punplt' e LR C very |n*nph' (i rerard o whoin llul {Cies hunseld
laad previoushy conlessed his own ignorance !

-

On page 51 be makes the followiny aszertions o vegard to this
tribue.

“OPhat ndividaate amonge e Cherakees have acqaived prepeste, and with
tomore erlirad view s anad hetor nottans of the vale of ong insttations, and
Ve unpiolitalde sess of ot owyy, we have Bale daubte Awd we frace as lintde
slande, !h:a' his e hi'u;r'.n'-uu und commlrion s conbial, 1 great easare,
to e of the Lo vodoand thelr tueaedide i IO LI l"; Ccale not snlf.
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Had Gov, Ciesatterapted an analveds of these causes e wonld nne
Bive tontnd thetn b peenliar ever G lrt:u‘m't- alt enteusne pesuln”
Tl prosvess of Ul towiey, whiclo v e great and predominigiine
cattsr, vl continne twooperde s b as the Lisdims exist, and 1o
Prodiuce 1t result s exteasvcby as the linois of the tabe will peroi,
and untd por antdiodued sk BE be Bl Bevand s power, O rep-
diors iy pdce ol the teah of fos wesertvn morerrd 1o the haif-
Oreeods, Stom b 1obowing fadds, A0 one of the viaht TSRS
CHations ntgrepee thae o .!H'!'*‘!x‘i there wepe 1 the ~t']lf-uE~, g the tiant i
) Angnat Past, 20 Churrodioe povs o] 220 Uheroliee girls) besedes the
ehdron of the mueesto Loadie-, ae gl the ebtarebes e the same
tribe contaiued, W the month ol Galv Lo, O memwhers) exelusive of
thee futs~i0n l.!mil,}: aof wWhomn S8 were tndiqas, From the Choetinw
tribe we have wmore fall and miaate ndermation i reeard 1o this
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ten o] e NHTOYUTTTRITS In the Choetaw tethe, o seven of e
selials the pronortion e Septenther et wiee 9% tall Choctaws 1o 123
vrned or felthocd, Lo one of the selonls e proportion was S8 full
Clirwtaus to b anved, Do anorheer 18 was 87 Tull Choegaws 1o miaed.
Phese faets are silliciont lor one presett purpoae,
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After makiag this assertion [ra vgoes an o a clhunax of misre nresnn-
tationt, till at le n"lh bier eotpes '1m-fﬂiltl‘h to e eonelusion that ol o
more wretehod tiee exist<on the Hwed aft the whale edohe than the
Cherokees T e ends the parngvaphe v say o that ** anly three vears
stnee an approprinion was neede by Canoressg apine e "f-|-w:-*.'m:l.*
tions of the anthiorities of Florids, to rehimve the hu..lmu thiere (Toeen
el ctaevation.” TUhe s nnlhm Pt ddoowith the eondition o the
Cherokees, ol wheomn he 1s [m!n u‘iri\ speskine, mor with thia ol the
ather Southern tribes, Chiehasiws, Chactaws, or Creeks, of whom
oo seems destrons o mabe the Semmoles an Flortda serve as an
exaniple. Phe tnstanes boespdes 1 el and Jorcible seaattist his ouwg
fral aegmment s for these indoms wore aetuslly reduced w their <t
ol starvatg h" tans frvr breen compedied o aremoval of wineh of te
sampe nature, as that whieh Gove Cass cantemplates tor all the {n-
din connneites terethers Ui sitie coieg gaenves we donfa gar
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nor the patience of our readers, wanld suffer iz, We shall thercfore
content ourselves i this case with werely auswering assertion by
assertion ; with declaring that the shjects o whicl the ¢ annuiues,”
are devoted, are of more real impertunee: to the poor than to the rich;
and that, till we see some cause for remodelling our beliet, we shall
continue to trust to the declarations of missionaries, to the accounis in
the Cherokee Phanix, to the statements ol the principal chiels of that
tribe, who were the awhorized ngents to our govermnent, unl to the
reports ol our own official awtorities, rather than put faith 1 Gov,
Cass’s whining insinuations and ** melanchiolly torebodings,” fortified
though they be with the candid confession that he knows less of the
Southern Indians than of any other tribes, aud mnst necessarily draw
his conclusions respecting the Cherokees, from what he does know of the
wretched tribes a thousund miles distant.  We have besides had inter-
course with those who hiave been among the Cherokees, and who de-
clare that the impressions, which they reccived from personal observa-
tion in the regard to the advancing civilization and Christianity of that
tribe, were swonger than any which had been previously produced i
their ninds by the statements of missionaries.  But we are not dispos-
ed, like Gov. Cass, to leave our readers to trust merely to our own
dictum ; we shall exhibit fuets : und our statements will be so confirm-
cd by the testimontes of public individuals, that no unprejudiced mind
cian avoud i willing assent to their truth,

We uckunowledge we are already tired with hunting this writer
through the windings of his sophistry, and pointing out his isrepre-
seatattons ; but our fear that many will be peesuaded by his plansibility,
who do not detect Ins errors, induces us to proceed in our task.

His next false assertion which we shall notice is this© He maintains
that the jurisdiction, which the United States possess over the Indians,
18 founded on maxims of right and expedicney ; whereas itis an incon-
trovertible truth that all the power, which our Government ean fawfully
exert over them, has beenoiven to the United Statesin solemn treaties,
by themselves—wiscly and deliberately given, and for their own bene-
fit.  But this writer somctimes talks as it he were abisolutely uncon-
scious that such treaties eser did or ever could hiave an existenee,
Finding that the jurisdiction whieh we are permiitied 1o exereise is
partial, and looking upon it as a sinenlar “ anomalv,” e sets it
to discover is origin, O page 79 he asserts that *onr systean of
intercourse las resulted from our superiority in physical snd moral
power.”  (Qur readers may bere inguire which party wis strohgest,
when intercourse first connmenced  between the Indims and the
whites,) He goes on 1o speak of their beine *as wild, and fieree
and irreclimable as the animals” &, & e, and coneludes, T he
result of all this was necessarily o compel the Tater (their eivilized
nesghbors) to prescribe, from tune to time, the principles which should
regulate the interconrse between the parties)” e, Again, on page
U8, he enumerates some of the “municipad reguliations” of the United
States in regard to the Indians, enacted by virtue of permission granied
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from those Indians, [le quotes them, however, just as if they were the
resuft of unlimited anthority on the part of the reneral govermment.,
'I'here 15 no way o deteet this writer's retterated inisrepresentations, but
Ly constantly remembering that the United States cun exereise no power
over the Todins, which has not been voluntarily grmued i trcatios by
the Indians themselves,

“Who doubts” savs Gov, Cuss) ¢ that the authority whiely eonlil
eniact the lollowine elause, could embrace within its operation the
whole “ Dt and conversation’ of the Indians, did policy or necessary
requice 10! He makes a short extraet from a Jaw, enacted o 18175,
which decliares that erimes conunttted by white men in Indian territory
ar by Indians aeinst white men, within the smne territory, shall be
punishiable by the Tnws of the United States, in the same manner asaf
the sume eries had bheen connnitted i places, over which the United
States have © sole and exclusive jurisdiction,”  He eites) ulsg, the sub-
stance of a proviso, which declares; that the Taw shall not affect, (as
mast obviously it conded not)) any suposlations of treaties i force 5 nor
~haldl it extend o offences © conmmtted by one Tndim against another
within the Todian bonndary.”

Here 15 2 law, made for the protection of Todians arainst lawless
whtes, who may commit crunes  the Indian country s and tor the
protection o honest white travellers and hunters, who may be expased
to 1] treantiment from barberous teihes, n the North-Western wilder-
flit-N I‘H;ll'l'rr‘l_\' 1-fit‘l'|ulillﬂ' cases Whoeee treaties H]IIII_\', s llu.‘}‘ do i
all the South-Western trshes and expressiv disclaiming the jntention 1o
brine our crunmal code to hear upon the Tndians, 1o recard 1o oftfences
cormitted by them aanst eaclhyother, And vet tas protound rea-
soner sauicionslv o anfers, that beeause we have assomed the riedin of
puui-.hinu'.l Pavwnee, who ~hotuld K a white hanter on the bhanks ol
the B Platte, woeeomavaheretore undertike 1o direet the whole b and
catversation” ol the Cherokees, whose teeritory we have cuarantiod ;
whose setarate covernment we e s handeed vmes ackiowledoed,
ll‘\' trisatbe-, Il\ Iilﬂ:ﬂ, h}' :i;_fl'Ilt'it'H, ln |I'lli*r:- ol :Il]'sti‘l“ i lr‘. D OROrIEeS
ol Libors tor thor enilization @ and whose case ulls waithin the exeep-
o of s \ery ~tateide,

biosocanns, Jinweser, that even n the option ot Gov, Cass, we are
not thies to usitep domine ., nodess © paliev and peces<ity™ requiee i,
P Nevesany s alwans eadled the tvrants pless and copoliey” s, if
possible, ~tldl more utimous, as havins <sanctioned every foul deed of
Irand, rapie, and erachivowhoel ecan be wamed. Unless we are nins-
tohen, Mr Necretary Barbour onee diseltined = poliey and necessay,”
as vuides inoour tintereonrse with the ndien~: and areaed. thar we
should tiow procecd witly them, whiatever mieht have been the case
]H'I‘l'lllﬁll'l‘, IIIIHII ]ll‘i:u'i|-|¢--. nf J”"‘“i'l' :Illt] hl‘llt‘\llh‘!lt‘!'_

But there i< no policy or necessiny, i the proposed usarpation, A
pretenee of pecessity wonll e the rrossest amprodence imaginable.
Ftwounld be the neeessiny of the il corzed wolt, who shonkd plead,
the nidst of careasses strewn around ham, the urgeney of the case
unpelled him 1o kil a few remainine lambs, lest hie should some time
or utier be brought to the horrors of starvation.
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‘There is no mare necessity, al this momenat, thiat our governmend
should deprive the € herohees and Chootans ul their inde e ndeneg
il ummtrv thau that we shondd seize the Canadas, o Cobig or
flavt, 1'o talk of snch a peeessity s ancinsalt o any nan of unlm Ary
Hll{..”!“t.flhi‘ :and even a moderate share of hentesty wonld prevent s
hl‘lll" ;e toned, There 18 indeod the neee ull\’ Wi fy AVATIC tOus
s “I‘*hll{"-‘- .IIH ;l\"\ aJI‘IH""q W hh Il, ulhi ]ih'tllih 1 XL [Hh!li lhi* FEReant dilbope

cious aets of cruchiv. 3t is the nroral compulsion ol . VIV =i o
]!111‘11{}!1 whiceh ‘-ll'.t‘rhf?th* all other uhllﬂ‘hmnu Howe Verr sratyer e—2
compulsion, whose mtlucnee ity subjeet juarines he conee .5!-- T LY
}l(:‘ d“l' LN ﬂll' “eonsiderations Uf ‘"N n*tllt‘llt' aned e t“-*-ln LT NGl
the cuilt of his NSArTION oF U\tnmurh

Without stoppius to rewtirk any farther on the mal ehinracter of
his 1"«_“:’1*--?1.;!'”iH:'_',':-'i1t we shall here :-i!np}}‘ ttinte the mfcte of fresuy h:,'
which ** authority” was coded to the U nited States trom the fudians.
T'he same reasoning and doctrine which he has here ased, s eapanded
through wmost every one of the pages which we ere now aboot o ex-
e, and which contatn the o=t mvolved and pe rple st portiones
NRINE hnphmn

Artiele thhmothe treaty with the Cherokees, conetaded ar 1iope-
weil, 19850 ¢ Par the beaelit cd comtort of the tudians, el fue
the preventnn of injuries snd oppressions an thee pust of the eizins
or Indinus, the Untred States o Coneress assembled shall boave e
sole and exclusive veclt of regsalatune the teade withe the Tadians andd
wanaring ol their athur= i such swaner 2 they think preper.” et
our readers should mncine that the definiteness ol the Latter plivase
renders the paver of the Uonted States general il lm!umt:--! Y
st rensind them that the suaranty o the sovere gt possession ol the
Cherokee territory and the lmitations, stipulations, wud eyvplanations
other treaties, suid ny this treaty, render sueh o canstouetion impossible,

Gov, Cass takes grom pians to brime forwant o decision of rhe Nu-
preme Gonrt ol New York, which rested upon the eronnd that the
sl tribes of fondians, rematiine i that state, st got mow tndes
;imuh:'nt ﬁnll‘rf.'ii_ﬂlli“.‘i. Whiat then! Waibhe Ongdes redneod 1o 0 --m';l‘
number, restding an o reservaiion ol o few sganre taies serrannded by
a dense populatton, exnoscd to the coarrnpiing evonpic ol roaebodess
victous while mehn, .nn] has e bcbl ntercoase with the Doten colany
thes with the i fwh heolonv, ten with the United States, ol wih \w.t
York, during aperiod of :w.trh two linedeed vears s Hosueh o remnang
hn;! 10 tist the Hnill*-llr Ih" tltl'”‘ “Joat 1t HHI*' e Hf}t‘Hl'i‘,‘ N TRY Vt'ﬂ!lhl
ﬂll-. pm oo abiont the Cherokees and Choetiog - :' Wortile o prove, tht
th.p I;pr”“pfm, uwlmurr Fritde? h L’ [Ht’t'u freatry 1 H'h.;h'.‘-‘, Hlt'l‘ulllu!{-d
by & unn;nr.:mﬂh STHIE pn[ml Ation, on et of conntry, gmoeny
the monnt; vins, mope than 150 mities Jone aud S8 or =0 mides hioad
that such a pmplr- toctitied by numerons teeaties, aad assoeed, i dits
ferent ways, by the fune Hotewrges of the Vinted Siates more than G
$HNeS yoear hn hlli Veunrs 11 "'-”Ill“"‘-r“lll that  thear tonntry “hotphd
never be taken from them withuut their consene ; that the GO

ment of the United States wished them o become civilized, and ro
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11302131 lmrm'mcnﬂ\ as 4 distinet peaple, under their own ?mpruw*tl and
n.:prmmrr aws ¢ and thi hr-" w:ffht uht.n* CApect Prennt i~ the most
caaet fbifment of ail our Stinehitions ,—-—-—{!mw tiae e ot the Oneiday,
W hatever nay Laee, Jrreave: that the Cherokees are not an s 11!‘!111
et commantiy DO The Omendas were p!nnutinu-d by the nufﬂ: {0
have fost Ihtir "““”l“ wleper nl cotrse they ance l].ui i, Bt the
Cherokees hive ot o=t theirs 1 nor will they luse 1, anloss | v oo
of the st Hagitious acts of perlidy, w hich the muml- of the world
saan furngeb.

W hive not dane with this matter, tonelinz the ladiins i the
state of New York, D uonld ~erm thiat the Snpreme wu of lh::t.
State wias fisialien, as o the condition of the reumants of tribes, re-
trabnteer thero,  Thougly we enteri uu 1 sineere respect for the G ’* TH
.1!1-151"', :HFI t'.‘t,.-Hr-!m-t h 3 It 1:*!1 .nl'*' .1!“1 o tt*"\ ] Hl*fhl jllf'*l" ‘.f[ IL
I~ e 1o tristh, sl 10 the THRNE ]-nl't' foy 2y, lfht{ tho IJ::{:I ]u!l
whitch be sunonnecd, was overriied h' 1 ln rhor trthamal o vz, 1he
{‘ﬂp!ft !.lf’ th' ( THREM ”fj'l 'It. !,i[’n[,—-, h CH f!{lf'*- ftn ) {_4:“:* Il‘l! Ill"' l'l"il'li'
ees ool st Daes o fer them Rnosy, 1'1 a thee decision, to whieh b
peders 1o fos o than sis imeos, was aveprnded, anedigherelee s onor Jaw!
Phoes Beomention the Prei, that Chaneedlor ient, ot e aomost elahotats
L".'IIH;H:':Ei**II u!' !.Ert: prritier, eahdge to the w.,uut.:u-mu that !:Hiiim:‘ iil

- e
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as to tell a downright lie.  'The lawyer, who should perform a trick of
this kind, by quoting as law i decision, which he knew to have heen
sct aside by a higher court, would deserve to e thrown over the bar.

We have charged the Reviewer with dishonesty as a dispatunt.
We should not have done this, if it had been a question of polities
merely, or of science, or ot Indian philology ; on which latier subject
the Reviewer his acquired some little fume, solely because his read-
ers were totally ignorant of the subject, and were therefore unable to
detect his ignorance.®  But the discussion of the rights of the ln-
dians is a graver subject.  No course can possibly be so injurions to
them as that of concealing the truth, overwhelming their character
with obloquy, and disguising the real state of the case by saphistry,
while pretending withal to a large share of philanthropy and a great
deal of wisdom, T'here are few maoral otfences so atroctous, as first
to deprive a weak and defenceless people of their public and private
character, and then assign their destitution o character as a reison
why they should be deprived of their country, their freedom, and, (as
the event will prove to many of them,) of their lives,

Yages S0— 103 of Gov. Cass'sarticle contian on the whole the most
remirkable exhibition of immoral reasonng, false assertion, and garb-
led quotation, which has ever fullen under ouor notice ; and it is put
tocether with a confusion and perplexity, which must have resulted
from a very perverse ingenuity, or a very blind entanglement in the
anthor’s mind.  We shall follow lus windings as particularly as cir-
cumstances will perinit. ‘

He sets out with a certain lawyer’s deseriptton of the Indjan tithie, an
an argument in the case of Ficicher and Peck, as * mere occupaney
for the purpose of hunting.” Tt happens that the Sopreme Court n
this case referred to this tte of “nere occupaney™ thus; ** the hadi-
an title is certainly to he respeeted by all courts, until it be legtimately
extinguished,” that is, until the Indians, shall have Treely ceded or
sold it to the Luited States,

This case wias decided i 1=10. Aasmin, i the eace of Johnson and
Meclntosh, decided in 1223, the Supreme Court deebired ol the *for-
reinal inhabitants,” without rostriction, of tlus contiment, that ** they
were admitted to be the rightlul occupants of the soll, with « bezal s
well as just vlaim to relain possession of o, and o use it according to
their own discretion.”

«« This is saul, be it rememberved, (we guote the repnks of William Penn)
respecting Indians generallyy found in thenr native comdition, ad undefended

* Having picked up a fiw Indian phrieces, and dearned their meaning thirough ignorant
imterpreters, Gov, Cass set op Jur i great budioerie, and, e this eapacity, deqmisieally
set aside the opimons, amd the direet testimany, of the senerable Heekewelder, who had
hived with the Todians as  a taborioos mssiowary for thirty or forly vears, and of the
intelligent Zetsberger, wha made hoth oo grammar amd a0 dictiogary of an idian Tao-
gupngee, B has heea stated by maore than one peran, w ho s lived near Gov, Cass, and s
intimately aequainted wirh Jum, that he has ao practieal aequaintanee with any ahorigmal
dianleet 3 d yot be makes asertions at vaciuee with the declavations of the aposde Bliot,
whn transhined the Bible into Tondian, awd of the seeamd President Fdwards, who spoke an
Iudian languare from his early chilidliood,  The nvestigations of Mre, Pickering, and of M.
Duponeeau have sufliciently exposed the preswnplion of this adventurous writer,
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by any guaranty of territory, orany express stipulation in their favor. The
Indians, theny have the right of occupying then country, of rotnining possesston
of it ,of naing 0t gecardinge to their digcretion ; and thus fur they have a h"gaf as well
a8 Juat clain, But they cannot selly exeept to the government,

‘¢ Here we have a clear distinetion between the rights of the Indians and the
rights of Esropeans, as fixed by Buropeans themselves, and « thousand ti_mc.-i
admitted by dilerent tesbes of udinns, The oryginal inhabitants have the right
ot accupying thew country, and using ity as long as they please, according 1o
their discretion; the descendants of Furopeans have confided to their government
the exclusive power of extinguishing the tadian title,”

After the above named description of the Indian title, Gnv. Cags
procecds to the practice of the European powers, especially French and
Spinsh, 1 arrogating possession and jurisdiction of Jadian soil, and
gives it as s ¢ deliberate conviction,” that it would have been far
beder if the United States, like those powers in their intercourse with
the aborigines, expelling the Indiaus utterly from the consultation, had
always decided by themselves, *the cousideration which should be
allowed for each proposed purchase, and the various stipulations for
the protection and permancnt advantage of the Indians.”  “Who
doubits,” asks he, “that such a process would be more just and hu-
mane than the practice now pursued ’—Let the attempts now making
to drive them {rom their rightlul inheritance, or enslave thew on their
own soil, auswer. Let the late ennctments of the Georgia legislature
answer. Lot the writer’s own ““ considerations of expediency and
neeessity,”’ answer,

He then asserts, what our readers will find to be absolutely false on
turning to the carly history of the State ot Georgia itself, that the Indians
never made formal treaties of cessions to ** the colonial authorities,”
but that these ** scem 10 have been introduced into the United Stutes
alone.””  Here, in this unfortunate introduction, is to be found the
origin of all the evils in regard to this subject!  Here it is, that * the
ardor of a mistaken beuevolence,” by treating the Indians like human
and intellivent beings, has * relaxed the principles of intereourse which
many ather nations had adopted with them,” and “ introduced a svstem
diflicult to reconeile with our preconecived yotions.” e then enumer-
ates some of the powers which we grant them, and some of the PoOWwers
which we withhold from them.  (Such is this writer's habitual phiraseol-
ogy and that of many others; it should be, powers for the continued pos-
sessean of which they stipulated in their aen favar by treaties, and
potocrs which they granted us by (reaties ; we never could grint what we
never possessed, nor could they receive from us what they had posses-
sed from time immemorial. )

It asked *“10 reconcile these apparent wconsistencies with what
may be termed the nataral rights of the parties,” le answers that
" such a reconcilement is uunecessary, beeause the Indians themselves
are an anomualy on the face of the earth.”  Now we sav that such a
reconcilement is not only necessary, but is found in the very treatics by
whiclf the Indians themselves relinquished, for their own and our
benefit, a certain portion of those rights, reserving the rest unimpaired ;

6
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and that it cannot be found in any “assumed right to restrain the
Indians,” however often this writer may assert the existence of such
nright.  We have no power whatever over them, but that which thev
have voluntarily given to us by express stipulations, and for their own
protection and defenee.

Alter this he goes on, from page 83, through two pages more of
false assumptions, which we proceed to lay before our readers,  1st, he
declares, that in the various treaties negotiated with the Indians, such
lerms ay ‘lands)” territory,” ‘ hunting grounds,” &e. could not have
been intended ; indeed, ** no terms ia these compacts could have heen
intended to convey the sovercignty of the territory, or the absolute
dominion of the soil; for such improvident concessions would be
equally inconsistent with all the legistation over them, recorded in our
statute-books,” (our readers will remember, that the only power of
legislation possessed by the United States was granted from the In-
dians by treaty) *“ and all the transactions with them recorded in our
history,” &ec.  We fully agree with Gov. Cass, that no terms in those
compacts could have been intended to conrey such sovercignty ; for
it would be manifestly impossible for our government or any govern-
ment to ‘convey’ by any language or ceremonies, a power which it
does not and cannot itself possess.  We however assert that they were
intended to acknwwledge that sovereignty as a condition which already
existed, which could not be disputed, and which the treaties themselves,
in their very nature, and apart from all mention of it, irresistibly im-
plied.  We moreover assert on the streagth of those treaties, and of
opintons expressed in regard to then (which we shall presently ex-
hibit) by the highest court of New York, by Chancellor Kent, and
by other eminent eivilians, that the sovereigoty and dominton of the
Indians over their country was considered in such compacts as * abso-
lute ;" and that the only and “ ultimate title” of the United States is
the acknowledged power of being, to the exclusion of all other nations
or individuals, the sole purchasers or receivers of the soil of the In-
dians, whenever they may be disposed to sell or cedeit, This we
never can legally eompel thiem to do, and in no other way, unless they
make war upon us or hecome extinet, can we ever come into poss
SCSSI0NL,

and. He asserts that *“ becanse we have resorted to this method,
(the method by treaties) of adjusting some of the questions arising owt
ot onr intercourse with them, a speenlative politician has no right to
deduce from thence their claim to the atteibutes of sovercignty, with
all its powers and duties;” &e. We declire again that they possess all
the attributes of sovercignty which they have not yielded up, by posi-
tive treaty, to the United States. We shall contirm this truth alsoe,
by extracts from the optmions of Chancellor Kent, whom we suppose
Gov. Cass will hardly denominate a * speculative politician,”

3d. He asserts that it is only out of hamanity, and commiseration
for ““their inferiority in knowledge and in all the elements of prosper-
ity,” and not because they are independent nations, that we recognize
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a right in them to take up arms aguinst our government.  'I'his asser-
tion follows of course from the demal of thair sovereignty, It is so
plainly contradictory with the whole meaning of maltiplied treaties
ratiticd with the haudians, and sometimes being treaties ol peace, and
arranging among their very prelininaries, the exchange ot prisoners
of war on both sides, that we shall not dwell upon it and only request
our readers to ask what sort of humanity and commiseration it is to
rrant savasres woright (o make war.  One would think o such a case
the part of benevolence would be that of restraint,

T'he falschood of this assertion will likewise appear from the extracts
of legal opintons which we shall now make ; to which sort of evidence
Gov, Cass is go fond of appealing, and to which he appeals, as we have
seen, with such wilful ncorrectness,  These extracts contiin Chiane
cellor Kent's opinton in reward to the sovereignty of the Indian tribes
in the State of New York ;o an opinion which was sustained by the
decision of the hichest court in that State. 1t was this decision that
overruled the opinion of Justice Spencer, to which Gov, Cass has re-
{orred in support of his sophistey @ dishonestly endeavoring 1o mako
his readers receive tor law what he must have known hiad been set
aside by the determination of a ligher court,

Lrtracts from the opinion of Chaneollor Wexe, in the case of Goodell

vs. Jueksono—dolnson’s Keports, vol, xx. pp. 700—=715,

*Clhe Oneidax, and the other tribes cotposing the siv nations of Tndians, were
originally, free and independent nations, 10is for the connsel, who contend that
they have now eeased o be o distinet |n'u|lh'. nd hecome l'nnl]lhfluly illt'nrpnrnu'll
with us, and clothed wath all the rghts, aod bound to all the daties of eitizens, o
poinl ont the precise thne when that event took place, 1 bive not been alde to
desizuate the perood, or o discover e requistte evadenee off sueh an entire and

total 1evelution.
. » » ¥ * » %

vOUhrough tie wholasertes of our eolonial histore, these Iudians were considered
i dependent allies, who wlvaneed for themselves the prowd elain of frea'nations,
but who had voluntardy, and npon boonorable terms, placed  themselves and their
|IIIII]'i IHHII*I' I|Il‘ [Hnll*l'lillll Hr IIIL! l'l‘illﬁll ;_{HH'HIIIH'IIL 'l'ht! l‘ululll:ll H[ltl]ﬂl’ili[‘ﬂ
ukilorinly negotiated with theo, and made and observed treaties with them, as
St re i;_ru {'HHHHHH”I:I Ny t'\l‘ri'iﬂillg Ihl‘ I‘i;:hl Ilf ﬁ‘l'ﬂ lli‘hlll'l‘.’lliﬂtl Illlll ;It‘lillll . lllll ill
consideration of protection, owing o gqualitied sabjeetion, in a natioad, but not in
any individual capaeny, to the Britsh erown,

CCNo argament can be drawn srainst the sovereignty of these Indion nations,
from the Biet of their having put themselves and their Linds under Bntish protec-
tion,  Sueh a fact s of frequent oceurrence e the transactions hetween inde pend-

Nt mitions,
® *® » * % » »

“The American Congress held a treaty with the sixv nations, in Sugast, 1773, in
the name, oud on belalf of the Uaited Colonies, and o convention of neutrality was
made between them,  'Uhis s a Geady guere] between us and old England,” sa d
the azents, 1 the nane of the colontes ;¢ you Indims we not concerned jn it
Wa desire you to remain at howe, and vot join either side.” Again, in 1776,
Congross tendored protection and fiicadship to the Indiuny, and resolved, that no
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Indian shonld be employed as soldiers in the armics of the United Statea, hefore
the tribe, to which they belonged, should, in u national council, huve consented
thereunto, nor then, without the express approbation of Congress.  What nets of
government could more clearly and strongly designate these Indians as totally

detuched from vur bodies politic, und a3 separate and independent communities
» ) » * " » *

‘¢ There was nothing, then, in any act or proceeding, oun the part of the United
States, during the revolutionary war, which went to tupair, and miuch fess to ex-
tinguish the national character of the six nations, and consolidate them with onr
own people. FEvery public document speiks a difterent langunge, and admits
their distinct existence and competence as nations, but placed in the same state of

dependence, and culling for the sawe protection which existed hefore the wur.
W # # » » " »

¢« Tn 1794, there was another treaty made between the United Sintes and  the
six nations, in which perpetunl peuace and friendship were declired between the
cantracting parties, and the United States acknowledged the lands reserved to the
Oneada, Onondaga, and Cayuga nations, in and by their treaties with this State, to
be their property 5 and the treaty contning this provision, which has a very im-
portant and very decisive bearing upon the point under discussion : The United
States and the six nations agree, that for injuries done by individuals, on either
side, no private retaliation shull take place, but eoripluint shall be inde by the
injured party to the other ; that is, by tha six mutions, or any of them, to the
President of the United States, and by or on behalf of the President, to the prinei-
pal Chiefs of the six nations, or of the nation to which the offender be'ongs,  What
more deimonstinble proof can we require, of extsting and acknowledaed sovereignty
residing tn those Tndians,  We have here the forms and requisitions peculiar to the
intercourse between friendly and independent States, and they are comformable
to the received institutes of the law of natiops, ‘The United States have never
dealt with those people, within eur national limits, ns it they were extinguished
govereignties. 'They have constantly tremted with them as dependent nations,
governed by their own usages, and possessing governments competent to ke
and to maintnin ireaties,  They have considered them as public enewies io war,
and allied {riends in peace,’”

After mentioning certain provisions made in treaties with several
Indians tribes, among whom were the Cherokees, the Chancellor re-
MArKs,

¢ 1t would seem to me to he almost idle to contend, in the face of such pro-

visions, that these Indians were citizens or subjects of the United States, and not
alien and sorvercion tribes.

¢ In the ardinance of Congress, in 1787, passed for the government of the
territory of the Unned States northwest of the Ohio, it was deekhoed, that the
Indians within that tereitory should neser be invaded or disturbed in their prop-
erty, rights, or liberties, unless in just and Lawful war, By & just und Lawful war,
is here meant, a controversy accordingr to the public law of nations, beticeen in-
dependent States, and not an insurrection and rebellion. "The United States have
never undertaken to negotiate with the Indian tribes, except in their national
character, They have always asserted their elaims against them in the only two
ways known to nations, upon the gronnd of stipulation by treaty, or by force of
arms.  ‘The ordinance further provided, that Taws should be made to prevent
wrongs done to the Indians ; and this implies a state of dependence and imbeci-
lity on the part of the Indians, and that correspondent elaim upon us for pro-
tection, arvising out of the superiority of our condition, which aflord the true
solution to most of our rejgulations concerning them,*

In 1811, Justice Johnson observed, * innumerable treatics formed
with them acknowledge them to be an independent people ; and the
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uniforin practice of ackunowledging their right of sotl, and restraining

all persons from encroaching upon their territory, takes it unpeces-
sary 1o insist upon their right ot soil.”

On page 87 Gov. Cass declares,

« 1 the pecutinr relations subsisting between us and the Indiana are not to con-
trol and regulate the consteuction of onr compaets with them, every Indine treaty
i n virtual acknowledgement of their jadependenee, and its conclusion with then
a practical recognition of their right to ull the attnibutes of sovereizoty.  If their
cluitng to estichlish ard maintain a government, and to possess the absolute tite of
the lund, are deducible from the coutse of these negotiations, or from the general
nature of the instrnments thenselves, we have o fact abandoned all just right 0
postraiss of to conrce them.  "Chey are as idependent as we nre, and can come
forward and take their station ansng the nations of the earth,”

He utters this fast sentence just as it the idea contained in it were
“some new thing ;o just as if, andeed, 1vwas o opertect absurdite,® cujus
mentio est pefutatio—an absurdity s0 great, that the bare perusal of
1t would be suflicient to refute 1t the tnnd of the reader.  And vet
they are as independent as we, except that they are wnder our profec-
tion just <o far as they themselves have been pleased o stipulate. "TMhis
very idea that they are alien and sovereign tribes, which Gov, Cass
here sets forth as new and absurd, with such deliberate jguorance or
depravity, (we sometimes scarcely know which) bas been (with the
proviso in regard to their eoluntary dependence, so far as thoy have
placed themselves under our protection) expressty declared and matn-
tained, as well as implied, i every treaty between the United States
and the Indian tribes, ever sinee the fiest moment ot their muatiual in-
tercourse - has been asserted by Chaneetlor Keat: has heen adopted
as faw, tn the highest court of New York : and constitutes the very
point for winch we do most strongly contend @ whieh we think, mdeed,
is too manifest to admit a doubt: founded, as it s, on the inalienable
rights of’ those who were once the undisputed possessors of this whole
continent, and who lnwve only relimquished o mueh of their sovereion-
I}" s ||1i_¢jhl chtitle them to, and [llill'l! thean lllll]l.”l‘.I the [ll’“[l'f‘ﬁﬂ!il_ of
1 more powertul netion, in whose jastice and generosity they have con-
Ndeatly trosted s and settled, as 1t his been, by * imnumerable treatjes,”
by the whole practice of the United States, by moltiphed leeal anthor-
ities, and by the extrajndiend opimtons of wise and venerable poli-
LCENS,

In regard (o * the peeuliar relations,” off which Gov, Cass speaks, a
reader anxious to hnow the whole truth might very natarally ask what

#0 No avaument ean be deovie aginnst tee sovereimny of e Linhian nations, ttom the
Giet of their having pan themselves and thea Lods wnder Britsh pronceton, Such o faet s
of ﬁ‘l"llll‘lll ocegtrenee i the transaeions hetween lltllt';ll‘lhh'nl it
W Sujiri,

'The predeetion which is hiere spohen of s the same which the Tadins veceive from the
Unied States. Bul the Neeretary of Woorind Gov, Cass contend that Georgia reevived
from Geeat Beitain such valimied athorny over the Cherphees as would totally annihitate

the sovercigmy ol that irtbe,  Our readers will namrally ask how Great Britain eould grnnn
what she did not herself even pretend 1o possess, '

Chatieellor lkent
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they are; supposing that all our peculiar relations with the Indians had
heen ‘-«I‘IO{:lhul aud disposed of 1 maltiplied Hllplllallllll%. We will tell
hin.  The Indiaus are less civilized than we.  'The State of Geor-
gia wants the Indian Territory.  'The Indians are Jess powerful than
we, and have committed themselves, trasting in the faith of treaties,
to the United States for protection.  Therefore, we must so * regulate
the construction” of those treaties as to “ coeree” the Indians out of
their present inheritanee, or under the laws of the Georgians,  Such
are the pecalir relations which, according to this unpruu'lplui politi-
cian, are to ““ regulate the construction” of our compacts with the In-
dian tribes. These are peculiar relations indeed ; the relations of
weakness on one side, and strength on the other; the relations of an
inferior and pmcoful tnl)e louluntf to us for protection from the op-
pressive avarice of a more prmerlul neighboring state; appealing to
the very treaties, by which, tor the sake and with the promise of thas
pmlectlml they have pl.u,vtl themselves in the atutude of a dependes.t
nation. ‘I'hey are relations which should make us peculiarly disin.er-
ested and benevolent in our conduct, jealous of all usurped and mter-
meddling jurisdiction, and suupuluu--l) careful to preserve, nmmpair-
ed in the shehtest degree, every Jnl of those nghts, which the Indiuns
have, as 1t were, committed to us for ﬂh:k{:cpmg. It is not only op-
pression, but inexpressible meanness, and shows in Gov, Cass a selfish
and degraded mind, when he can allege such relations—the very ones
which call for gencrosity and kindness,—as atfording his country an
opportunity for success{ul fraud.

On page 88 he asserts, that “ Our right of junisdiction over them,
founded upon the principles we have already discussed, and supported
by our own practice, and by that of cvevy nationwhich has ertended its
sway over them, is perfect,  But in the exercise of this jurisdiction, a
just regard is due to the relative situation of the parties, and unneces-
sary restraints shonld not be imposed upon the Indians. OF the vs-
tent and necessity, hocever, of these restraints, we must, from th -
ture of the case, he the J!Hﬁ;rh.” Gov, Cass seoems determined resos
futely to forget that all onr power of restraint over the Indians is fived
by the stipulations of *“ innumerable treaties”  1le goes on to declare
that “ all other nations have .uln]nml the “Sic volo” i ther commnni-
cations with the aboriginal tribes,” and so must wel!  “The thine s
probably not far distant, when our practice must change, and when
the legislatures must *-:pr-.ll{ to them as they speak 1o our own citizens,
in terms of authority,”’!

Our readers may thus see that according to Gov. Caxs’ theory, the

’{'lm]ll(‘ of other uations may Jastfy us m oacts of usurpation 5 and
that, althoush in times past the United States have been abliged (o re-
sort to treaties for any new arrangements with the Indians, or any new

regulations affecting their property or territory, vet now a new era has
commenced ; there is 1o longer any such unhappy necessity ;5 those
treaties havmﬂ' been founded on the mistaken conceptions of beneve-
lence ; it havmg now become necessary to speak to them in the lan-
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guage of authority ; and in fine to strip them of every shadow of na-
tional and perhaps individual independence.  One would think, from
his manner of speaking, that the solemn obligation of treaties is an
idea which hay never crossed his mind ; but how, in the name of our
national honor, (we ask it in astonishinent at either his moral or his
intellectnal insensibility) how does he imagine the sixteen treaties with
the Cherokees, and our repeated treaties with the other tribes, are to
be disposed of !

Pages =5 to 92 are merely an examination of the President’s talk, and
the Secretary’s letter, with a declaration, as fast as he goes on, that he
agrees with every word ol it, and with several ingenious compliments
to the President, on his acquaintance with the principles, and skill in
the practice o Tndian eloquence.

From page 92 10 04 hie returns to his old description of the savage
character, an:d araues that barbarons tribes, full of war, murder, plun-
der, and devastation, can never he admitted into the community of na-
tions, inferring of course that the Indians are all, without exception,
i this predicament,  He uses again the same fallacy as furmerly, of
applying a picture of barbarians nearly a century ago, and considera-
tions drawn from circumstances then existing, to the state of things
at the present moment.  In this view he makes the truly ridiculons
remark, *that it is evident that two such races (as the Indians and
the whites) cannot exist in contact, independent of each other.  Their
wirs wounld soon come to he wars of extermination,”” &c. &e.  Is it
possible that Gov, Cass snpposes he can make anv iman in his senses
helieve that the people of the United Stutes are at this day in danger
from the ageressions of any Indian tribe within the limits of our ter-
ritory ! Phat the Cherokees, for instance, and the United States, who
have Jived in muataal peace and independence for forty vears, have now
at lastarrived to such a piteh of barbarity on one side, that they can
no longer remain in contact with cach other without ficrce wars of ex-
termination ! We wonder that he had not displaved the terrors o the
war whoop, and the tomahawk, and the sealping knife, and addressed
a thrilineg appeal to the hearts of mothers and tathers from Maine to
Georsie, Yet it is in sober trath from such considerations, that this
sagacions politician conclades that an entire resiznation of independ-
cnee from all the bndian tribes in the United States “is essential to
the safety of hoth,” !

He again, (a< 10 determined to leave no doubt of his own destitution
of principle) argues, from the practice of Furopean powers, our own
rieht to *assume complete authority™ over the Indians, not only
*without their consent, hut even against it e even gaes so fur os
to appeal to the *“ moral sense of mankind,” and impudently insinuates
that tns assumption of anthority is not only a right, bat a dutv—a du-
1y of selfspreservation ! And just as i’ we were the aggrieved and in-
jured party in this case, instead of having ourselves trampled the In-
dians in the dust, he quotes from Vattel on the law of nations, that
“a nation may evea, if necessary, put the aggressor out of the condi-
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1t

tion to injure hm™ - He then makes the following cemarkably unprin-
cipled declaration.  “ No caudid man ean ook baek o thee history
ot the ludians, or survey theie nluh charaeter, wnd wastitutions, withe
ont being sensible that they are *a pation of trestless and misehiey-
ous disposttion,” and that ! have a rioht 1o jum Lt arider Lo FOPress,

chastise, and put it ceer altor ont TTARI R prnieer fo tnpure thom 't WV Iu'n
we reine m]wr that ~uch l..urru e as this s mtmu]: d 1o refer to tribes
S0 prea oable in theit ehinracter, and so idispar; v advaneed i eivili-
zation and Christianiy as the Cherokees, we think our reasders will be-
;},‘ill to stispcttt s ol trse llhlllllt!\ fur the I.IHIIIH“HH we have exhibited,

.ot 1o one hencetorwired ,:-lu'.llx to us of Gov, Uiss’ ltllllllllll}‘

Now let our reinders turn to the remarks we ave quoted trom Gov,
Cass 1n 1826, on dhe tideliy and triendship o the Todians towards onr
covernment, and on the readiness with which they vield themselves up
for G lmu nt whenever they have connnttted o crine s et them re-
member onr exteact from his late article, in which he acctses them of
brine reditrdless of their provases and Tanthless o all obligations et
them retleet upeon bts awn tneonsistene v witl lamselt, atted then wittiess
his vielatiow of the teaths nede steibionedy evident by the ollow e
testitnonial of Chancellor Kent, to the Kindness and unshaken tidelity
of the Tnidins,

“CThe friendship of the siv nations towards the colony wovermoent, and tiu*
nrotection of the L;‘-nt rrment to them, coutinued unshaken for upwards ol e
centurs, and this nptaal goud Fath bas ceecived the wmost honorbile, anl Ilu
most undoubted attestations,  Gov, Colden in s history of the sivoanadinne,
wutes, that the Dateh entered into an adbance wath them, which continned witl.
out any breach on cither sidey until the English condqueted thae calony in 1064,
Priendship and protes von were then renewed, and the Indians he snve oheery
ed the allince on their part steietdy to les dayv s and we Rnow thit thesr fidelity
contsnncd anshaken down to the 'n':'uu! of e jevaintomnm. O ane oee: l*«-HlH.
tHie colonid assemblv, an thar :uhluw:, to the wovernor, expressed their ahihor.
rence of she project of redie ngethe Indions by forcecan d possessingrthemselves
of e Lands 2 tor, 1o the sGuliness of these Tadbuans o the ante e st of tareat

ptadn, they saddy they oved ot o grcat imeasares theriprernd scewy, The
cotony goveriois onstaatly ackuow fedgod thear trcndship il sersices,

™ ¥ » . - [ ] i [ [

v e sy iatiohis were e erent argd nowerin] canfcdesos el oar ancestors,
o feeble colony o cettied near the enasts o) the gecan, anad along e Jiones of the
Hadson and the Moloow ke v hien these Indans fust plhaeed themse Taves, aned the
]:tili!-.. Ilnl.l I Lnt p!n Lo, .iul] fortta dd oo vove innt o FHYILRIL tyoee n-nlnp lll ttwWwus
to endure for aeess Al wlhion we conspler the Jongr aned distressange wars in
wloeh the tudinns were imvalved on one areommnt with the Canademn Preneh, and
the artfal means whieh were tisedy from thne to e, o detach them from our
wliones, nst be granted that fidelite bas been no swheie better ohsenved o

maintained with aomore itrepid spiet, than by tiese genctons barbarians,”

Vet Gov, Cass, not sati=tfied with the anprineipled misrepresentations
which hie his .|lrr-.uh exhibited of the Indian charneter, from wineh,
as we have seen, he inters the reht o “repress, chustise and disuble
them, again re pr-::h s worn oat and reiterated assertion, i direet
contriariety to truth,—* Nor can it he objected to the practical applica-
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tion of this doctrine, that the Indians have improved in their manners
and morals, and are now less disposed than formerly to.molest our
frontiers. Some of the most unprovoked aggressions and atrocious
barbarities have heen comnitted within a few years; and nothing but
the absence of forcign aid, and the impression of our strength, pre-
vents the renewal of the scenes at Fort Mimms, at the Maumee, and
at the River Raisin.”  Does he expect to be believed in such indis-
criminate slander, and that too, without bringing forward a single fact
to support it !

I Gov. Cass feels no shame at this exhibition of his own inconsist-
ency, let hum blush when he is reminded, that the Cherokees have
been forty years in friendly alliance with this country, and that they
never have committed a single act of aggression ; that the Choctaws
have been still longer in such alliance, and never have committed a
single act of agmession ; and that the Choctaws make it their boast
that they never shed the blood of a single citizen of the United States!

But these are truths, which he must have known long and familiar-
Iy ; and their repetition will theretore excite no remorse in his bosom ;
he ix proof against such considerations. A man’s conscicuce, we
shonld think, would ask for a strong opinte, before he could bring
himselt, hke Gov. Cass, to utter such unprovoked and deliberate
slander against o whole people s and then display their character,
caricatured and blackened with maliznant calumny, to justity the
most wanton usurpation of their sovereizn rights and priviieges, This
he has done :—and in what heht ousht we to view his conduct!  How
must we regard the argument, by which he would insinuate the al-
Jezed dezeadation of the Tudians—the very faet which wonld call the
foudest for our merev—as a reason why we shoald east them out, like
a pestilential mags of corruption, from our midst ! ‘Phe idea~—sa nat-
ural to a man of any feching—that the falsely asserted wildness and
ferocity of their character, did 1t really exist, would demand our ten-
derest treatment, seeins never to have entered into his imagination ;
and he argues that it calls on us to banish them, like the excrescences
of human existence, from the farthest limits of civilized society ! ‘I'o
whom now does the impuation of savage inhumanity helong—to the
Indian, or the white man !

Pages 95 to U8 are devoted to a ““ cursory” examination of what the
clementary writers of Kurope have said on the relative rights and du-
ties of civilized and savage wations, what the countries of Furape
have practised in regard to the same, and what course the United
States have pursned n regard to them.  Hoere he again takes for granted
that the course which Christian communities in past ages have adopt-
ed in thete intercourse with uncivilized ones must he ricki ; or that if it
was not right at tirst, ** considerations of general expediency and au-
thority” have since come i and changed its charaeter. Forwunately
for Christian as well as savage communities this writer's belief cannot
change the natare of erite ; nor can his cousideritions ot expediency
make 1t less certain that wiquity can never become just, even though

7
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it should point back to a prescription of ages. It is curious to observe
him on page 96 and Y7 declaring the folly of doubts in regard o the
unlimited exteat of’ our Jlllhlill'llﬂll over the hadians,  France never
had any doubts,  Spain, ** as it is well kanown,” never had any doubts,
Great Brtain had very tew, and what she had were a trouble to her.
How foolish to vex our conscienices with doubtx; inw case where noth-
ing but Indians are concerned !

From page 99 to 101 he labors to prove that each individual State
has the right of purisdiction over all the Indians within its chartered
limits.  Here it is remarkable that hix own sophistry, and his selfish
eagerness to prove the point at whiel he is miming, leads him into the
most palpable contradiction.  Our readers have scen how he has all
along been asserting and iltlull]mn'r to prove, that the United States
possess unlimited jurisdiction and perfect, over all Indian trilies. We
have also seen that he hasall along deduced the right of that jurisdiction
from the general practice of civilized powers, and from bis (avorite
“ general considerations of expedicncy and uutluml\.” Now he not
only denies that the United States possess any but a limited degree of
jurisdiction over the ludians, but findds that even that small degree of
it iy possessed only by virtue of 2 grant in the constitution !

He says, * And the only provision we there tind relsting to the In-
dians, is the third clause ol'the eighth section, which grants to Congress
the power to regulate commerce with foreian nations, and among the
several States, and with the Indian tribes, Certainly this is too aarrow
a foundation upon which to erect so broad a superstructure, us that
which would include within i the whole coneerns of the Indians  'The
regulation ot commerce can by no fair interpretation melnde within the
sphere of 1ts aperation all the acts awld duties of /ife, aud thus conter
the power of exclusive legislation,”  We make this quotation that we
may set it i its full contraniety to an opinton expressed hut two pages
before on the unlimited extent of the United States' jurisdiction over
the Indians.  We have already quoted this opinion once, and our
readers will remember it. 1t 1s i the formol a question, and precedes
a specified power in the United States over the Indian tribues.

“ Who doubts that the auathority which could enact the fnllowing
clause could embrace within its operaton the whole * life and conver-
sation’ of the luduns, did policy or necessity require it ”

Besides the contrndiction of which he is here vuilty, he overlooks
the fact that this clanse and all other clanses of this nature are tound-
ed on cexpress supulations i treattes with the hadians ;o that they can
give no authority by way ol precedent, in cases not so stipulated ; that
they have passed from such treaties to the Constitution ; and that the
Constitution can give no power to the general government for the
enacunent of luws over the Tndians, unless they themselves have grant-
ed and specificd such authorty, and provided for its exercise, in for-

mal treaties.

But this is not the only one of the absurdities he falls into in regard
to this part of his subject.  We shall not attempt to enumerate all ; a
careful reader will casily deteet them.  On page 10 he makes a la-
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mention that ** it is now tao late to call in question the obligation to
treaties with the Indians, or the power of the government to conclade
them ; althouple it is difficult to point o any provisiow of the Consti-
tution whicl crpressly or necessasily granls this porce”  (We are
glad the oblivation of teeaties has come to his remembrance, thongh gt
be attended in his own bosom with so mucly recret and  dissatistace
lii:ll.) We see him s recurring to the Constitution, for the source
ol llm_t power iu the United States which he has all along been at-
femptng to nrove is supreme, from the expedieney’and necessity of
the case.  We ask our readers to reflect on the jumble of contradic-
tions _::upt::imnl in his wrmmment. e asserts on page 101 that *¢ the
jllrlﬁ.du:lmn over the territory may he in the States, and the power
o dispose of it in the United Stites 7 and proves this by relerence
to the fact that white citizens on the territory of the general govern-
ment, are sulrjucl to the Juws of the States within whose lunits llmy
I-'C:'illtll!. Here he s culty of” an absolute pelitio prineiud, by assum-
g that the ladians have no existetee of property as conunnnities, but
are, e fact, like all individual white eitizens.  Besides this, he here
t‘.l_lllt_rmlit:ts the very doctrine of the Georgians, that ** soll and jurise
diction are inseparable.”

I, according to the doctrine he now holds, the United States pos-
SC8S o power over the Indians wlhich 1= not granted them by express
provision in the constitution, how did the ndividual States acquire
the unlimited jurisdiction for which he contends, and which the Uni-
ted States eannot give hedause it does not boelone to them !

We suppose that he ;:ruu:n?!'z this right on e principle that the
States received fron great Britaoy all her power of jurisdiction over
the Tadian tribes:* and that Great Britais possessed that power by the
right of Iliﬁl‘tn‘l‘l‘}'_ Such meoits irst elause i the proposition of the
Necretary of War, and Gov, Cass nnhesitatingly accedes to all bis
proposttions,  Now thoush nothing ean be more unjust than the idea
that mere discovery o the continent could vive to any mwition the
power to logislate over the natives, weainst thetr consent, or to drive
them trom their own terrttory ¢ vet aduntting for aomoment that Great
Brivian possessed such o power, and that alter onr dependence gt
p'n:-‘rm'd to the andmvadual States o stll i as cortiun that Georein herself,
since her idependenee, has repeitedliy wanved that power and practi-
cally denivd dts exnistenee, by treaties nevoctated with Indian tribes,
u.ml weknowledeing those tribes as nations, witl ~overcign territorial
rgehts. Can any anan show why Georaia s not bound to respeet her own
treaties as well as the United States, wor France, or Englaud, or any
niation iu the world 7 'he elaim o jurisdiction by right of discoves
ry 1s an unjust clabin, which neither Great Britain nor Georgia can be

*We by <*1'1} tlmE m-pnrﬂiu-__-_' too C'hianeellor e, wliose np]li'lnll we think 15 enitled o
']llil*‘ U Fespretacl s Hit? ol Seepetus oo or Grov, s “H'i‘i! HIATH Il’i'.lh‘tl‘llll‘
Lo s s SOVeL e copitiiies esereiaans the pelit of aee deliheranon and Hf‘liﬁll;
lull. 111 u*uu-..ulrr,muu nl' III'!.IIII"I'IIIIH. UAV R o qlhlllliml ::‘lll:ii.‘t.‘lltjll,iu o nuﬁunu!, bt Hot 1 Hﬂy
vdividnad capuaeity, 1o the Britisb, Crown.”
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excused for advancing. But, if it were not so, and if’ the latter State
had not relinquished that claim by formal treaties, the repeated trea-
ties between the United States and the Indian tribes would still be
binding, and must exclude Georgia from all the jurisdiction for which

f;he contends, unless our nation chooses to incur the guilt of violating
1t3 most solemn engagements.

 Page 101 he says, speaking of treaties with the Indians, “ And if,
in these compacts any pledge has been given, that the Tndians shall be
excipt from the legislative authority of the States wathin which they
live, we have only to submit to an improvident stipulation, and leave
them free, whatever be the consequences. But such an assurance
cannot be found.”  We merely usk our readers to compure with this
assertion the following * improvident stipulation,” in the treaty of
Holston, together with a plain commentary thereon, to be found in the
7th number of the Essays of William Penn.

‘¢ Aur. 1. If any citizen or inhabitant of the United States, or of cither of
the territorial districts of the United States, shall go to any town, settlement, or
territory belonging to the Chervkees, amd shall there commit any crime upon,
or trespass aguinst the person or property of uny peacetul and friendly Indian
or Indiuns, which, if committed within the jurisdiction of any State, or within the
Jurisdiction of either of the said districts, against a citizen or any white
imhabitant thereof, would be pumshable by the laws of such state or district,
sttch offender or offenders shall be subject to the same punishment, and shall be
procecded against in the same manner as it the offence had been conmitted
within the jurisdiction of the State or district to which he or they may belong
apainst a citizen or white inhubitant thercof.”

“If there is any meaning in fanguage, itis here irresistibly implied, that the
Cherokee country, or ¢ territory” is not ¢ within the jurisdiction of any State,
or within the jurisdiction of cither of*the tervitorial Districts of the United
States.””  Within what jurisdiction is ity then 7 Doubtless within Cherokee ju-
risdiction § for this territory is described as ' beloneing to the Cheroliers,'—
one of the most foreible idiomatic expressions of our Laguage to destgnate ab-
solute property,  What then becomes of the assumption of jurisd ctionover the
Cherokees by the State of Georgin? - This question will be easily decided by
the man who can tell which is the strongrest, a0 treaty of the Un ted States, or
an act of the legislature of a State.  The treaty says, that the Cherokee terri-
tory is inviolable 5 and that cven white renepndoes cannot be pursucd thither.
A recent law of Georgin declures the greater purt of the Cherokee country to
be under the jurisdiction of that State 5 and that the Lows of Georgia shall take
full effect opon the Cherokees within less than a year from the present tine,
The Constitution of the United States (Art. VE) has these words : ¢ All trea-
ties made under the anthority of the United States, shal! be the suprems !f:m of
the land ; and the judges in every State shall be bound therehy, anythingin the
laws or Constitution of any State o the conlruary notictthstanding.”  "T'he ques.
tion of jurisdiction is, therefore, casily settled.’

Page 102 he asks, “ What has a Cherokee to fear from the opera-
tion of the laws of Georgin 7’ We answer by simply exhibiting the
following enactments, passed, not long since, in the Georgia legisla-
ture ; with another commentary by William Penn.

 Seet, 8. ¢ That all laws, usages, and customs, made, estublished, and in
force, in the said territory, by the said Cherokee Indians, be, and the same are
hereby, on and after the first day of June, 1830, declared null and void.
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“ Qect. 9, ¢ That no Indian, or descendant of Indian, residing within the
Creek or Cherokee nation of hidians, shatl be deemed & competent withess, or
a party to any suit, in any conrt created by the consutution or laws of this State,
to which a white siun nmy bea party,’

¢ Under the administration of this law, s white man micht roY or murder a
Cherokee, i the presence of many Indiand, amnd l|L'HLl‘IIII.tII|H of babans § and
yet the offence conld not he proved,  That crimes of this mabgnant character
would be committed is by po means iinprobable 5 but assanltsy abises, aned
vexations, of a far infesior stonp, would ronder the seevitude of the Cherokees
intolerable. “The plan of Georgicisy as explained by ier Senate, 1o seize bive
$1Xths of the territory i question, and distesbate it among Iu-l'uhzvm it a
Cherokee head of o family chiouses tu remeing he may possibly have his house
and a litthe favm assigned to him. This is the most favorable supposition,  But
his rights are not acknowledped,  He does not keep the Jand becanse it s
his own ; but receives it as a boon from Georgia, e will be surrounded by
five white neighbors.  These settlers will not he from the more sober, temper-
ate, and orderly citizens of Georgia, but from the idle, the dissolute, lhe FTIHTR
relsome.  Many of them will hate Indians, wnd take every opportunity of in-
sulting and .Huhnig*lhcm. If the cattle of a Cherokee are driven away in hig
presence , if his fences are thrown down amid his crops destroved ¢ i his chil-
dren are beaten, and his domestic sanctuary invaded ;—w hatever outrage and
whatever | III|III‘_\ hie 1{HLY l."'slll.l't'lll,t' he cannut even seck a legal ve m“h_ He
can ncither be a p.nm, nor i witness.  He has no friend, who can be heard in
his behalf. - Not an individual canbe found, who has any interest in seeing jus-
tice done him, and who, at the sime time h.u any power to sereve him,  Fyen
the staves of his new neighbors are defended by the selfiinterest of their mas.
ters.  But he has not even this consolation,  He s exposed to the greatest
evils of \hvulv, without any of its allevintions.  Every body is et Joowe upon
ham ; and it s neither the lututuﬂ, nor the mLhn.ltmn, nor the official :lul\. of
the Mlltu settlers to defend hime Fvery body may desteoy his property hut
nobody is bound to keep him from sturving, whien his pro; u:m Is gone. How
long could a Cherokee live wnder such treatmient as this ¥

On pages TO7 and 1=, this master spirit of expedivney, necessity,
sedhish |Hl|ll\, and Ililrl'flh' ||Inlm sios thiat wae 1] rid of lnll' Hllllillt
of sendms off the Cherokees noa hodv by cutting their territrial
commumty to preces, gpvng each ndividaal las separae shoee, and
then persnading them separately to sell therr iterest * tor o \':nluuhlu
consideration,” and as saon as the barcaon <lell be concluded,
start off for the Pacitic. "Uhe lmrnum of Laned thus suecessively w'hl-
ed up I}} the Indians are to be assizned * to the State orto lln- I nllml
Statex,” and aceording 10 Gov, Cass" redasontng, must fall within the
Iaws of Georgmia, Thus the Clierokee tribe will ~oon be annililated
as a mation, and that i very :|niv mnocent wmner, without any
of the dizturbance and dithe uln ol Uhe ;m-*-lhl]ln of ulm b even this
sturdy disciple of ** expedicney and necessityoscems to e same
indistinet idea.

He thunks it would be qlllll‘ uile to mect this lnn[ln-lnnu |n the as-
sertion that the Cherokees have prohibited such a course ;. because,
in the first place, dt‘wnlmu to his theory they hiave no richt to make
such @ prohibition ; and in the nest place, it would not be fivarable
‘““to their future prosperity.”  We ought therefore to interfere and
teach them better, to ¢ abolish their owa institutions,” these not being
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adapted to subserve their highest interesty, and out of pure, disinter-
osted compussion for their ignornnee, to deaw up and establish among
them a new codu of law—i code which miny enablo us to divade nnd
denntionalize them just as we please,  "T'here i3 one other obstacle
to hiy plan of division, but which he probubly considered so slight as
not to be worth mentioning ; und that 1—the gixteen treaties by which
the United States have solemndy guarantied to the Cherokees as n nie
tion, and not as individuads, the undisturbed possession of their ter-
ritory.

But in our age, treaties and all other obligutions must give way to
the *¢ considerations of expediency and necessity,”  "I'his writer ne-
tually mukes the tollowing proflignte assertion, ** Lhe mode of acquir
ing the possessory right of the Indians is « question of erpedicney,
and nat of principle!”  We have before impeached him for dis-
honesty as a disputant ; we may now aceuse him of flagrant tinmor-
ality as a writer,  We charge him with vpholding a doetrine which,
if it were universally practised, would overturn society from its foun.
dations, would make us a community of demons, and would sweep
away every vestige of morality and religton from among us. He de-
clares that in our conduct with one another we are no longer to regard
moral principle, no longer to be quided by what our consciences tell
us is right and just, but by what we ourselves judae to be expedient !
Liven Bonaparte's principles of conquest were better than this; for he
always declared that his battles and his usurpations would be for the
world's benefit.  But Gov. Cuass acknowledges no law save that of
his own convenience.  *¢ Expedieney’ s Lis motto, in all cases where
‘principle’ and selfishness happen not to comeude,

'T'here are very many points of error and sophistry in this article on
which our limits would not pernt us to remark.  One of them, es-
pecially, is of such 2 nature that we cannot now but notice 1. Chan-
cellor Kent observes that the Indians in New York are ¢ placed under
our protectinn, and subject 10 onr coercion, sa fur as the public safety
requires 1, and no farther,”  Now our profound commentator on na-
tional law gravely tells the ¢ learned Chaneellor,)” that he conld vever
have meant to restriet the exteat of the terms, ¢ publie safety” to cases
tnvolvine actual daneer, but that he must have intended to define it, as
according ta the political system of this professar of ¢ expediency and
necessity’ it oncht to be defined, “ the permanent intevest of both
parties 11 We imagine the *learned Chancellor’ must be highly
aratificd with the compliment Gov, Cass pays to his integnty, in thus
bestowing upon his terms such a Machiavellian construction.  From
Nimrod down to Napoleon no usurper or conqueror has ever existed,
who did not pretend to ficht and usurp for the ¢ permanent interest
of hoth parties.’

It may be thonght improper to have mentioned Gov. Cass, as the
author of the article in the North American.  We certinnly should
not, in ardinary cases, disclose the niame ot a reviewer, who had chosen
to write anonymously. But, in this case, the Reviewer is the last

man in the country, who would wish his authorship to remain alto-
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gether unknown. It is very important to him, ns he may naturally
think, that his merits should be wpprecinted in certain quarters,  Hiy
fricuds, throughout the country, know very well his agency in this
muatter ; und it 18 altorether desirable that the public at lurge should
know it.

We may seem also (o have heen too severe in our eensires, and
ton personnl in our remarks; but we appeal to every reader who imay
poruso taese pages in n spirit of popartiahity, and with correct moral
feelings, to suy whether the principles develaped in the Inte prodae-
tion of Gov, Cass do not deserve o severity ol reprobution fur more
stern and upnutigaded, than that with which we have treated them,
We are nequinnted only with s public character; towards lim as an
individual we should be very guilty i we entertmined any feelings but
those ol undissembled Kindness, The best wish we can form for his
true and Justing prosperity is, that he may sineerely and bitterly re-

ent of s conduet towieds that euhappy perople, over whose destiny
Ym has cudeavored to exert no trithing mluence,

Waere it possible to tomageine that in writing on the character and
condition of the lndians, he has labored ander the power of some
unfortunate mistike ;s or that he dud not see inits troe colors the erime-
inality of the course he has urged has countrey to adopt, the case wonld
he somewhat dilterene, Buat we eannot believe that sach a man eondd
be tenorant of the real nature ol the prineipies e has advocated, or
that, with so many opportinities for knowine the trath, and with so
much parade of repeated assertton, Lie couid be unacequainted with
the actual condition of the twibes whose eharacter he has grossly

nisrepresemted.  He has even put himselt’ to considerable fabor of

research for the darkest materniads wath whieh he mieht il up the
preture.  And af, as e has deelared, he knew less o the Cherokees,
than of the more devraded and uncivilized tribes, what o pPerversion
of moral teeling, what utter carclessness of truth, what inhumanity of
heart does it show, to apply such a picture 1o the character of suclh a
tribe ;—and not merely this—but 1o allege was a reason tor depriving
them of their most vaduable rigchts !

[t ix a dark ertme to slander the reputation o a single individual.
But it 15 one of anconmmon malignity o calumar e the character of a
whole people—a peaple absent, nntortunate, and defenceless —peen-
Harly unprotected tfrom such charves, and withont a voice to refute
the reproach .—a prople altways ernelly degraded beneath the rank of
thetr proper humanuy, but now wore than ever entitled o the coms-
miseration and as<stance of their white brethren, throogh their own
noble exertions to rise up and come torward to the Light of Chris-
tanity. |

When theretore we behold 1 public writer totally recardless of
such claims, amd even declaring the people who make them ineapable
of permanent social improvement :—when we bhehold him openly de-
claring that this Christian nation ought not to revard the rivhts of
that people, that indeed they have no riglits, or 3t they have, that ogr
‘ mode of acquiring their possessory right is a question of expedicncy
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and not of principlo ;'—when we behold him making light of the sols
cin obligntivn of treaties, regretting their introduction, luughing ut
the ' mistuken bencvolenee' of those revolutionary putriots and oxeel-
lent men, (nmong whom was Washington,) who presumed to elevate
‘these little Indin communities’ to the runk of un equal party in
such treaties j—when we behold him alleging past usurpation in other
nations to justify present usurpation in our own, and imeanly endeavs
oring to deceive his readers, und give strength to his reasoning, by
gurbled extracts from the law, and by quotations of overruled opin-
jons ;—when we behold him ungratetully aceusing the Indinn tribes
without uny exception, of * unprovoked aggressions und atrocious bar-
burities,” and of being * restless and mischievous’ and savage in their
disposition, and totully regardless of their promises; and when we
see him asserting, without scruple, that “all have a right w join in
order to repress, chastise’ and disable those tribes —and to erown
all, when we hear hun proposing a most detestable plan of cruel and
perfidious cunning, by which we nght suceeed in overreaching
themy, und cajoling them out of their inheritance—when we behold
all this and then turn our eves to thewr true condition, and wnploring
posture, we hesitate not to declare that a production which, like that
of Gov, Cass, discloses such principles and such propositions, ought,
in the wmind of a Christian repnblic, to awaken a gencral senti-
ment of imliglluliuu ngiunl i uuthur, ahid to cover his naime with diy-
grace,

By the power of his sophistry e would hurry his country to the
vivlution of treities more solemn, ol obligations more binding and
repeated, than any people, in their natural capucity, ever yet swore to
preserve.  They are the more solemn, and the more binding, because
they are made with a people detenceless and  forsaken—a people
weaker than we—and who i their sunplicity have imploringly appeal-
cd to us for protection from the evils wineh threaten them. If ever
pity had claitns upon any nation, it has them upon ours. I ever any
tie can bind us to compassionate the wretched, it is that of helpless-
ness, If ever we are called to unlock all our sympathies, to exercise
a generous forbearance, and to be kind even to the extremity of kind-
ness, it is to those, who are wholly in our power—it is when the cry
comes before us of the last remnant of that oppressed people, upon
whose very ashes our republic has flourished.

What is the plea that we use, when we implore His mercy, the very
slightest of whose innumerable favors we have all alike forfeited ! ls
it not our own weakness, our own helplessness, our own utter unwor-
thiness? But with what face can we make this plea, if we deny its
efficacy to others’ Have we no feelings of humanity 1 Are they
not men—are they not our brethren? Shall benevolence be left utterly
out of the question?  Shall we forget that 1if mercy is a blessed attri-
hute and a binding duty in the catalogue of personal virtues and indi-
vidual obligations, it is still more blessed and still more binding, when
it shines in the character, and holds up its obligations in the path of
a great nation ?  Shall we, can we be so seltish, with a territorial do-
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minion almest coequul with that of all Furope, to break ur the homes
and  sacrifice the dearest interests of sixty thousand helpless beings,
for the possession of one poor additdonal bivof landt Beings who do
bear, hke us, the inuge of their Creator; who do feel, like us, the ties
and the sympathies of common humanity; whose existence, like ours,
con never cense; who are, like us, invited to one connmon Saviour, but
of whose salvation, both for time and cternity we may well despair, if
our remorseless cruelty shoulid enslave them on their own soil, or bane
ish them to the boundless and alwost uninhabitable prairies of the
West,

As long as life remaing to thein—in whatever circumstances of
slavery, and in whatever aubandoned degradation—they never can be
totally alicnated from the power of the Gospel. But let us beware how
we incur the incaleulable gailt ot haviug thrust them beyond the
cheerful use, and the favorable operation of those means of grace, by
which only, so fur as God's providence ts made known to us, he has
determined to reclaim and save a world of lost but immortal beings.

Opinion of Mr. Jervenson on the Soverciznty of the Indian tribes.
From a Letter to General Knor, dated Ang, 10, 17491,

¢« | am of opinion that Government should firmly maintain this ground ; that
the tndinas have a right to the occupation of their lands independent of the
States within whose chartered lines they happen to be ¢ that unti] they cede
them by treaty or other transaction equivalent to a treaty, no act of a Stute can
give o vigpht to such tands i that nether under the present constitution, nor
the ancient confederation, had any Siate, or persons, & might to treat with the
Indans, without the consent of the Generad Governnlent @ that that consent has
never been priven to any treaty for the cession of the lands in guestion ¢ that
the government ix determined to exert afl its rrerry fur the palronaire and pro-
tection of the rights of the Indinns, and the presersation of peace between the
United States and them § and that it any settlements are made on lands not ce-
ded by thew, withont the previous consent of the United States, the govern.
ment will think itself’ bound, not enly to declare to the Indians that such settle-
ments are without the authority or protection of the United States, but to remore
them also by the public force.™

Opinion of Hox. Henry Cray on the same subject.  From an Ad-
dress lutely delivered before the Kentucky Colonization Socicty.

¢ Fhe United States stand charged with the fate of these poor children of the
woods, in the face of theircommon Maker, and in presence of the world.  And,
as certain as the ruardian is answerable for the education of his infant ward, and
the management of” his estate, will they be responsible, here and hereafter, tor
the manner in which they shall perform the duties of the high trust which is
committed to their hands by the foree of circumstances.  Hitherto, since the
United States became an independent power amonge the nations of the earth,
they have generally treated the Indians with justice, and performed toward
them all the othices of humunity,”

o Unider that system, the tdians residing within the United States are so far
independent, that they live under their vicn customs and not under the laws of the

S
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United States ; that their vights upon the lands where they inhabit or hunt, are
gecured to them by boundures defined in amicable treativs hetween the United
Stutes and themselves ¢ wnd that whenever those boanduries are vavied, it is wl-
80 by amicable and voluntury treatics, by which they veeeive from the United
?}utuﬂ wimple compensition fur every vight they have to the Ind ceded by them.
Fhey wre 5o fur dependent as not to huve the vight to dispose of theie Junds to
any private person, nor to any power other than the United Stutes, and to be
under their protection alone, aml not wnder that of wny other power, Whethier
culled subjects, or by whatever mme designated, saek is the relation between
them and the United States,  "Phat relation is neither asserted now for the fiest
timey, nor did it oviginate with the treaty of Greenvilles P'hese principles have
Lbewew wniformly recognised by the Indinns themselves, not only by that treaty,

the United States, ™

PRESENT STATE OF CIVILIZATION AND CHELIETIANITY . AMUNG
TIE INDIANN,

At a future day, when we look wpon this subject in the ligcht of
expericnee, it will appear not the teast astonishing and wouraful pan
of it that such opintons shonbd have been uttered o regand to the
incuriableness of what is wild and disorderly in the Tudian ¢haracier.
Nothing ought more sensibly to awaken our mdignation, than the
hypocritical whining ol some statesmen over what they are pleased
to term the melancholy result of past eflorts, and the hopeless-
ness of all future ones, to christiamze these people. Asaf God's plan
of redemption were not smited to the character obf all mankind !
As if He, whose essence 15 merey, had created a race of human, in-
telligent, and accountable beings, with such peeuliarities i thesr
moral constitution as to render it impossible that they can ever be
brought into obedience to his faws or under the nlluence of his
Spirit ! Such peculiarities as pass upon them an irreversible seatence
of endless apposition to his nature and bantshmeat from his presence !
The proposition is not merely absurd—it is awftully blasphemous, And
yet, strange as it may scem, itis undoubtedly the truth, that the minds
even of Christians have in some cases been so blinded as to incline
to this beliel.  And with the great mass of the commumty it has
long been an established tenet that the Indians eannot be civilized,
and of course that they cannot be christianized ; tor hight and heat do
not so certainly accompany the progress of the sun, as civilization
waits upon the march of Cheistianity.  Are the solemn declarations
of God's word to be dishelieved, and is the testmony of all past ex-
perience to be blotted out?  Have they never heard of the Sandwich
Islanders, or compared their dreadinl wickedness and degradation
twenty years ago, with the piety, the decornm, the morality, the socin
and civil order, and the domestic rebnement and happiness, which are
found among them at this day 7 And are they prepared to assert that
the aborigines of North America are less likely to be subjected to the
operation of Christianity than a people who have been, from the time
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of their discovery tll the Bible went nmonyg them, an astonishment
and n proverh in the whole world, for their extreme licentiousness of
inhuman cruelty und lust! Yut we ate not lelt 1o resort merely to the
testimony of the experience of other nations ; we shall prove from
indisputable facts, not only that they ean be christisnized, but that
some tribes are now fast advancing to the state o a religious und cive
lized community,

On this subjeet we are willing o make all the allowance for high
eoloring, nud nisgnided bencyvolence, and wo enthasiastic hope, whiels
the caoldest speculator could ask ; wnd still there will remain winply
suflicient to prove that some tribes lave rapidly improved in their con-
dition, and hold out 2 most rational probability, that, it left to the
naturil wnd undisturbed progress of improvement, they will soon be-
come: as traly Christinn and as civilized as the people in any part of
our country,  We shull make extracts from stiatements whose correct-
ness cannot be contradicted, and ~hall extubit testimonies trom men
who will not be suspected of partaity or cathusiasin on this subject,
in conlirmation of this truth,

But before we proceed to such an exhibition, we wish to muke one
remark on the conduct of those who are perpetaully asserting the
moral incapabilities of the Indiun chiuracter, and pointing to experis
cnce tor a welancholy proot of the total fudure (as they assert) of all
past eflorts o redeem them, Were 1t even tene that there had been
such a fadure, we wish to renind them that they have never vet given
the tune, the opportunities, the circumstances, the scope, which are
absolutely necessary tor the Lae and tharough trid of so wighty an
experiment. Do they look upon the moral constitution of the haman
mitnd as if it were o machine, coarse e s teature, mechanical in its
operation, in which they can calealute with mathamatical precision,
the etlfeet of a gnven ||n;illlil}' ol power and circumstance and motive,
that they determine, when the result does pot exactly coineide with
their previous calculation, that there 1s somethinge u FOINT I QtS Col-
struction and imperleet in s natore ! We wish to remind them that
their “fatlare” and mistake should miake them hoamble i the view
of thewr own ignorance, and sensible of theie entire dependence on
the power ot i :--ll|wriur agent, istead of retderinge them imp;lliunt
of etlort, and angry at an obstinite depravity, which s only the nn-
erring mirror of their owne lnoview of ther crimmal impf!iuuuv 1t
what they call the melancholy result of all piast etlorts, we wish them
to retlect how ditferent is therr copduct from that course whieh relio-
on dictites, sind whieh the framer of the hwman mind and the Author
of vur religion has hunselt pursued. What would have been their
own condition and ours, had vur moral Governor acted towards us on
the same principles and  with the same conduct, which they exhibit
towards others,  We forget, and reluse to imitate the paticnce which
has so long borne with our own depravity, both ax o uation and as
individuals—which has so often stayed the arm ot justice, and said in
the councils of Heaven, “ &t o alune this year alsv;’—let the dews
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;JE' l;irnc'zxc (ull yet longer upon it, let the opportunitics of mercy be still
1cld out,

We shall confine our extracts and remarks principally to the Chero-
kees, Chickasaws, and Choctaws,  ‘I'hese are the tribes which would
Le wost deeply nlfected by a removal 3 and the progress of eivilization
and Christinnity is most remarkable and most enconraging among them;

although missions and scheols have been established in many other
Indiun communitices.

CHEROKR KRS,

The American Board of Commissioners for Poreign Missions com-
menced their operations among the Cherokees in 1817, About two
years afterwards Mr, Hodgson, the English traveller, visited the Cher-
okee tribe, and bore testimony to the judicious arrangement of the
mission, the sincerity and benevolence of the missionaries, and the
encouraging prospect of success. ‘here are now 8 missionury stations,
a church and a school being cstablishied at each. In 1825 the churehes
contained 159 members, and the schools 174, The next year there
were 182 members in the former, and 180 jn the latter.

The Methodist Episcopal Society have 4 stations in the same tribe;
at each of which there 18 a'school.  In all the tour schools are con-
tained about 100 scholars, ‘The Baptists have likewise two stations
among the Cherokees, and the United Brethren, or Moravians, two.

Outlines of the Constitution adopted by the Cherokees ; as abstracted
Sfor the Missionary Herald in 1828,

This instrument was framed and adopted at New FEchota, the seat of gov-
ernment, in July, 1827, by delegates from the eight districts, into which the
territory of the Cherokeces has, for some time been divided,

The provisions of the Constitution are chissed under six geneal heads, and
are aguin subdivided according to the number of tapics,

The first Article regards the boundaries of their territory, and their vights of
sovereignty within those boundaries.

The second divides the power of the government into three departments,
legishucis e, exeentive, and judicil,

The third, consisting of twenty -six sections, deseribes the nature and powers
of the Legislature.  This is to consist of 2 Comnnttee and a Council, cach hav-
ing a negative o4 the other, amd both to be styled the General Council of the
Cherokee nation.  The Committee is to consist of two members from each of
the eight districts, and the Council of three, to be chosen by the qualified clectors
in their respective districts, for the term of two years Al free male citizens,
except persons of African origin, who have attained the age of eighteen years,
are cqually entitled to vote at public elections, and are to vote rica voce.  The
other provisions of this Article need unot be specified : they are, we believe,
similar to those which govern the legislative proceedings in the States of the
Union. .

The fourth, containing twenty-five sections, relates to the exccutive power.
This is vested in a Principal Chief, to be chosen by the General Council, and to
hold his office four years.  An Assistant Principal Chief is to be chosen at the
saine time ; and every vear three men are to be appointed by the Genceral
Council to be associated with the Assistunt Principal Chief as advisers of the
Principal Chicf. The powers of the executive are ample, yet well guarded.
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The fifth defines the natire and powers of the judiclary., The judiciul
powers are vested in wsupreme courty, snd in sneh cirenit and inferior courts as
the Genernd Council may, from time to time, establish,  ‘Three judges constitute
the supreme courty who hold their comminsions for four Years 3 butuny of them
muy be removed from oflice on the address of two thivds of both houses of the
Genernl Counel to the Peincipu! Chicf for thut purposes  The judges are supe
ported by o fised and reguluy sulary, and are not allowed to receive fees or
perquisites of olflice, nor to holld any other oflice of profit or trust whatever.
They ave appointed by a joint vote of both houses of the Genersl Council, and
are cligible anly within the nges of thirty and seventy years, The rights
of the citizens are secured in the manner following.

“Sec. 14 In all erimina! prosccutions, the accused shall have the right of’
being beard, of demanding the nuture and cause of the nccusution aguinst him,
of meeting the withesses fuce to face, of having compulsory process for obtaining
witnesses in his favor; wid, in prosecutions by indictinent or information, a
speedy public trinl by an impartial jury of the vicinage 3 nor shall he be com-
pelled to give evidence aguinst himself,

thec. 15, The peaple shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers and
possessions from unreasonable seizures and searches, and no warrant to scarch
any plice or seize any person or things, shall issue without describing them as
nearly as inay bey, nor without good cause, supported by oath or uflirmation.
All prisoners shull be bailuble by suflicient securitivs, unless for capital oflences,
where the proof is evident, or presumption great

The sirth Article is of « misceltancous churacter. A few only of the provi-
sions will be noticed,

“8See 1. Whereas the ministers of the Gospel are, by their professions, dedi-
cuted to the service of Gad, and the care of souls, amd ought not to be diverted
from the great duties of their function 3 therefore, no minister of the Gospel, or
public teacher, of any religious persuasion, whilst he continues in the exercises
of his pastoral functions, shall be cligible to the oftice of Principal Chief, ora
scat in cither house of the General Couneil,

“8ec. 2. No person who denies the being of a God. or a future state of rewards
and punishinents, shall hold any oftice in the civil departinent of this nation,

“dee. 3. The free exercise of religious worship, and serving God without dis-
tinction, shall forever be allowed within this nation: Prordded, 'That this lih{!rt‘}'
of conscience shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justi-
fy practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of this nation.”

“Bece. il The right of trinl by jury shall remain inviolate.

“See. 10, Religion, morality und knowledge heingr necessary to good govern-
ment, the preseevation of liberty, and the huappiness of mankind, schools and the
means of education shall forever be encouraged in this nation

It witl readily be percerved, that the foregaeing is but an outline of the Consti-

b

tution mluplud' by the Cherokees. Enough s stated, however, to show that
they have a regularly organized governmment, on the wost approved wodel amaong
civilized nations,

From the gencral view of the operations of the American Board in
13258 we make the following extracts, which our readers will compare
with those for the year 1829, 'T'hey will notice particularly what is
satd in regard to the ease with which Cherokees read their own lan-
guage. A very interesting account of the process, by which the in-
ventor of the Cherokee alphabet was led to his invention, may be found
in Knapp’s Lectures on American Literature.

¢ At most of the stations there has been the last yvear, an unusual attention to
religion, and considerable accessions to the churches. A desire to hear preach-
ing is becoming more gencral.
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“ Education.==Move than 100 of the scholurs veside in the mission familics,
perform various Kinds of lnbor, and ste tenined up like the ehildren of Christian

urents.~=About 330 huve leit the sehool at Brinerd wlone, most of them have
g wmnde considerable advances in knowledge,  Parents munifest an incrensing
desive to huve their chilidven instencted, wnd the nutmber of boarding scholaes
might be enlarged to almost any extent,

“The press is owned by the Cherokee governmment, and is superintended
and worked by men of their appointinent. It however faeilitutes the labors of
the misstonaries and the ditfusion of knowledge,

¢ The following  gencral remurkyy wken trom the 19t Report of the Ameris
can Board of Forcign Missions, are worthy of notice,

“ ot is an unexampled fact, that in some places nearly all the adalt populu-
tion, and in the tibe wt large, more tan one hall, are nerually capable of vead.
ing their own langunge, in their oyn pecnliae ciuacter, hnving learned from
small manuseripts, and without ever having become aequuinted with any other
alphabet, or possessed asingle puge of w printed book in uny language,

“ 4 There a8 a great mprovement in many familics with respeet to industry,
neatness, and manaer of iving, A luge propurtion of the people dress mach
better than formerly.  Muny of the women spin and wenve cotton, und thus
furnish cloth for very decent gurments of their own manutiacture.

¢ At cach of the stations, except two, there is a faem of considerable extent,
under the direction of the mission family 3 on which the boys ure tanght to la.
vor. The girls perform vavious Kinds of domestic work., At Biminerd there i9
a gristemill, n osawamill, a blucksmith’s shop, under the care of the Roard.
These arve of very great use to the people,”

From the general view of operations of the same Board in 1329 we
extract the following information.

¢ The members of the churches generlly are very attentive to preaching,
and use diligently all the means of grace.  They are exemplary in their con-
duct, ancdd many of them make great exertions to suppress vice, dissehunate re-
ligious knowledge, and manifest more muturity of’ Christiun character.  Public
worship, conducted by native members of the church, is held i three or four
plices remote from the stations.

 Schools.— At the schools generally, the pupils have attended more regularly
than heretofore and mude better progress.  Parents set a higher value on the
schools, and exert themselves more to educate their children. Some of the
schools have, however, been affected by the agitation oceasioned by the appre-
hension of being removed west of the Mississippi.—-More than 100 of e schol-
ars board in the mission families, ad are truined to various kinds of labor. Many
leave the schiools annually with an education suflicient for the comuion business
of life.

« Lmprovement among the People—"They aye becoming more industrious,
largre portion have good farms and comfortable houses, raise an abundance of the
necessuries of bie, and manutactare their owan clothing.—=During the year socie-
ties have been turmed, in various parts of the nation, for the promotion of tem-
pernce, on the principle of entive abstinence, and lurge numbers have joined
them. A Nuational Society for this object wus formed at New FEchota during the
last session of the legishuure.  The civil oflicers enforce the laws against the
introduction of ardent spirits, wnd impose fines on transgressors. A great' ref-
ormiution hus been the consequence. The system of government adopted in
1827, has gone into steady operation, and the people are contented and ovder.
lv.——Most of the adults cun read their own language.

“ The Press.—The Gospel of Matthew and a collection of hymns  translated
by Mr. Worcester, have been printed in the Cherokee character, in an edition
of 1U00 copits each, The pcople every where manifest a strong desive to
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obtanin them, and most of them have been distributed,  Sacictios luu*c. huu_n
formed to add in the gratuitous distribution of them and of other tracts which, it
is haped, will soon be prnted.”

The following is extracted from a report by the missionuries in
182N,

“Chat the Cherokees ave rapidly advancing in civilizuwion iy acknowledged
by every ane,  8ix vears ago, s lege proportion of the parents of our children
ciime 1o the aonuad examination of the schoals, poorly cludy and genceally dinty ;
but at an examination in 1826, when near 200 people ottended, all without ex.
ception, were well clothed and apparently clean, Many ol the Cherokees
nroutd s, may be said to be good foemes. One man, the last year, tilled

about 190 neres. Sume have been sureesful in wising tolerable crops of
wheat,

In August 1829 the teacher of the school at the Brainerd Station
writes thus,

“ Duringe the last year, T think the children have made greater proficiency
than duving any vear previous,  Fhe exsminntion of the scheols was attended
on the Sthinst, by apwards of 100 persons, nuny of whom were from among
the most respectable in the mation, and were able 1o judge of the attawinments
of the scholiw Al were gratificd so Gar as Tean Jearn s and there is no doubt
but the schools are regarded with mach more interest by the people now, than
formerly, We hope that the instruction given to the young, will, i many instan.
ces have 4 happy influence on the nunds of the parents. “The school also
brings the people more within the sound of the Gospel, and gives us more
influencee,

“Ntate of Morals ~"I'he moral condition of the Cherokees is certainly im.
proving.  Temperinee Societies are forming, and men of influence and author.
iy arce using the power vested in them to promote morality, A case occurred
fust spring, where one of the judges of the cirenit court, on finding the air in
the conrt house strongly impregnated with whiskey, directed his sher b to fol.
low certain suspected persons to their haunt in the wouds, and destroy the whis.
kev,  He suceeeded, aml was in the act of pouring it off on the ground, as the
men sppenred. By the same judge six men were tined ity Dollars each for
gambhing, and one was fined for profianeness.”

From reports at the same period it appears that on the first of July
12 qhere were at the same station FY members of the chureeh, ine
cluding the mission family.,  On the first of July 1520 there were 34 ;
of whum 1) were native members,

Books in the Cherokee Lantruage.

““ One thousand copies of the Gospel of Matthew in the Cherokee language,
and tn the new charmeter of Guess, have been printed at the Cherokee nationa!
press, at New Fehota,  The translation wias made by the Rev. S, A Woreester,
the missionary of the Americun Board stationed at that place, assisted by Mr,
Boudmot, the cditor of the Cherokee Plioenix. A very large portion of the
members of the inission t:htll‘chu.-i, andd of the walults g‘vm‘l‘u”}'. m the l‘.l.l,ln:ln,l
are now able to read this portion of the Holy Seriptares,

A small colleetion of hymns, consisting of thiety-three, designed to aid in
rebigrions worship, have been prepared by the same persons, and printed in the
sane anguage and character.”

In Sept. 1829004 missionary writes, * So much desire to obtain the
Scriptures has been manifested by the Cherokees in the vicinity of the
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Boptist mission (at thoe Valley I'owns) that Mr. Jones, (the missiona-
ry,) hus purchiased already 200 copics off Mutthew's Gospel.”’

_ 'T'o these statements we may add the testimony of Col. MeKenuey,
1 his  Reports and proceedings,” submitted to Congress,

“ Of the Cherokees it is due that T should speak from my knowledge, ob-
tained, however, otherwise than by personal obseevation, in terms of high com.
mendation.  They have done llllll‘!fl for themscelves, It has been their good fors
tune to have had born among thems sonme great men. OF these, the late Charles
Hicks stood pre-eminent.  Under his wisdom, which was guided by virtues of
| 1ure quulili', these People have been clevated, in privileges of every local
description, high ubove their neighbors.  ‘Unex sgpx 70 nk A Procwr § and
to muintain, by law and good government, those principlos which maintain the
sccurity of petrsons, defend the rights of property, &c.’

In another official document from which we shall have occasion to
quote a more general testimonial, the same gentleman observes, ¢ T'he
Cherokees on this side the Mississippi are in advance of all other tribes.
They may be considered as a civilized people.  T'heir march has been
rapid.” e quotes the letter of Duvid Brown, a converied Cherokee, in
regard to which he remarks that *“ LTheory and all previously conceived
opinions, which are averse to Indian capacity and Indian improvement,
must give way to the stubborn demonstrations of such facts as David
Brown discloses, even if there were no others; but there arc many

such.”
The following are extracts from this letter.

¢ The natives carry on considerable trade with the adjoinine Statry ; and some
. H ’ ' Y .

of themn export cotion in Loats, down the Tennessce, to the Missisuippi. and down
that river to New-Orleans. Apple and peach orchards are quite common, and
gardens are caltivated and much attention paid to them. Butier and cheese are
seen on Cherokee tubles. There are many publie roads in the nation, aud houses
of entertainment kept by natives. Numerous and tlourishing villages are seen in
every section of the connry. Cotton and woollen cloths are manufactured here.
Blankets, of varicus diimensions, manufactured by Cherokee hands, are very com-
mon. Alinost every family in the nation grows cotton for its own consumption,
Industry and commercial enterprize are extending themselves in every past.
Nearly all the inerchants in the nation aro native Cherokee. Agpricultural pur-
suits, (the tnost solid foundation of our national prosperity,) engage the chief at-

tention of the people.”
» * »*

¢ Schools are increasing every year; learning is encouraged and rowarded.—
The young class acquire the English, and those of mature age the Cherokec sys-
tem of learning. The feinale character is elevated and duly respected. Indolence
is discountenanced. OQur native language, in its philosnphy, genius, and sympho-
ny, is inferior to few, if any, in the world. Our relations with all nations, savage
or civilized, are of the most friendly character. We are out of debt, and our pubﬁc
revenue is in a flourishing condition.  Our systen of governinent, founded upon
republican principles, by which justice is equully distributed, sccures tho respect

of the people.”

- W . » » +» -

Mr. McCoy devotes several pages to an exhibition of the improve-
ment among the Cherokecs, and declares, * In view of the preceding
fact it is presumed that none will hesitate to admit that the Cherokees

are a civilized people.”
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Tn regard to the present critical state of the Cherokees one of the
Missionuries remarks,

“Critical state af the Cherolves.—="I'he civil and religions inntitutions, which now
exist mnong this people lieve been o wark of maeh tine, patienee, and pradence,
Somo men in the nation sevi to huve heoen rosed op for the very puepose of briog.
ing the Cherakees to the stute which they are now ine These nien beeve been for
yoars holding the reins with o firny but eareful hand until they hove bronght the
nation up a dangoetons precipiee ond fixed it on o fiem civil basis, wheredif letalong,
it will deubthess prosper 5 bat 31 te nntion s interfered with, it will be casy lo
plunge it into the abysw whers it wos thirty years ago § to break up all the icelie
ginus institutiona, to seatter the churches, und to cause the people, freed from civil
und relyeious resteaints, 1o alindon themselves to intoxication, lewdness, and nl-
iwost every other viee, by whicl they will he wasted awny until they become ut.
terly oxtinet, I think now is the time when every Chrstinn, every philanthropiat,
andevery patriot in the Untted Stites oueght to bo exetting themselves to save a
pergecuted and detenceless people from ruin,”

CIOUTAWS,

The misstons among  the  Choetaws were commenced jn 1813,
T'here are now N missionary stations,  Within two vears there has
been a very remarkable attention to religion in this 1iribe. . We make
the following extracts from the general view of the operations of the
Board in 18:24.

“ Progress of Religion.—More thana vear ago a prevailine attention beeame ajp-
parent in the nogthenst distriet of the Choetaw pation s wlieh, in the course of
the last year, spred mto all parts of the nation, the exeitement becoming more
strong, and continned withouv abstement, till the date of the latest intelligence,
The people had before manifested the ntmost inditherence to the preaching of the
Goaspel, and seldom could 15 or 20 be colleeted st a mecting s and thise wauld hear
without appearing to be interested o ro anderstanmd,  Neoawe ) o 300 often e
scinble, and appeiar to understand the Gospel. t) be convineed of sin, and intent oll
secu: iner their salvation,

b Bducation.—Seh wls are tanght at erch of the eight stations, and at varijous
other villages,  "The foll wing s sunumary view of thom Sept. 1. The desire to
learn to read and sing in then own languioe 1s o most umiversal.

Native pupils in the Enghsh schools, 179
Pupils learming Enghish m Choctaw schools, 24
Pupils learning Choctaw only, 110

20
White cliildren in all the schools, U3

L ¥ ey

Total, 31

Of the pupils stndying English, 67 read well in any baok—64 others in the Netw-
Testament—and 20 in ecasy reading lessons— 108 wrote—37 composed in Enelish
~—42 were in anthmetick—and 90 o geagraphy  In the Sabbati schaoo) ui-nrly
20,000 verses of Senpture have been recited, besides hy mns and answers in cate-
chismns.,

“Miny Choctaw schools in the sruthern part of the nation are not included in
the statement given abave. A native, tormerly a member of the sehool of Fmma-
us, tanght four in rotation, embracing U0 2cholars. Near Gaoslien, 20 eaptains have
requested that each might hive a Che etaw sehool in b s neighhorhood.

“ Preparation of Boohs—"Fliree be ohs in the Choetaw langunee were published
two yeras ago—one an introductory spolhing-look, off 15 pages.another spelling-
bookol 160 pages, and the third a spelling-book of L pages, consisting of Scripture
extracts and other useful matter: designed principaly for the adult Choctaws.

d
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Sinao the attontion to religion commonceed, the desire to learn to rond bins bo.
eonte vory sirmge and goneinl. A bonle of B liviins iy printesd inan edition of
2,000, which ir is eapected will Lo dennded impnsdintely, “The fiest of the fonnor
books ju to e raprusted in on edition of 3,000 or HID copiog,

~Ina report compiled by Mr, Kingsbury, (from the reports received
from the seveeal stations,) and forwarded to the War departinent, he re-
marks in regard to the state of the mission during the past year, thus:

“ Wo havo also heen pormitted to witnoss u preater improvement in tho sehoola
und amonyg the people, than in uny former yoar,  What wawn anticipated in the laxt
roport, is pow inugreat moasars gealized.  'Tho Gospoel han had o commnnding
influeney in ditterenst party or the nation, By eans of’ thin influence, and so far
ns it extends, a foundation has boen byid for an entiro chango in the feolings and
habits of a eonaidersble nimhier of Choctaws, Thoy bave neto nly laid aside theie
vices, but their amusements,  Tastend of asspnbling for ballplays and dunees, an
formetly, they now aesewble e prayer and praise, nd to couverse on subjecty
which tend to their moral wgud relgious smprovement,  Parental inthienea s now
exorted, 1o g cousiderabloe exteul, lo eneoulnge mind sustain thoso |:ri|u*iplvn llllll
habits which are inculeated on the childsen while a1 sehool, A powertul impulso
Ling been given to industey,  Hundreds off Choetuws ean now he hired to do many
Kinds of fapming work on reasonabile tertig, A syatewn of means is now operating,
for tho civil, woral, and intelleetual improvement of the Choetaws 3 which, if not
interrapted, cannet fail, with the blessing of’ God, to produce impartant aud happy
results,  But should the present ovder of things he hroken up, there is reason to
apprehiend that all the geonud tiat s been gammed wonld be loar, und that the na-
tion would sink to rise nomore,  Lregret the necessity 1 am unider of ditforing
from the government in any of their views relative to the bidians,  But eandor
and a regard to what 1 apprehend to b the best interests, both of the 1ed and
white man, constrain e to v, that, should the Choctaws e bronght into sueh
circmnstances, us to foel th mseives eompelled, ennteary to the wishes of tho best
part of the nation, to lenve the country they now inlibit, 1 eannot but anticipate
consequences highly disastrons to themselves, and eventoally injuriouy to nur own
coantry. And my prayer i, that God in his holy and wise providence, would
averl such a calumity.”

Mr. Wright, auother of the missionaries remarks,

“UTheir former imnusements are abandoned, the Sabbath is eobserved, many at.
tend to the duty of thmily prayer, amd an alinost aniversal desite to hear the Gos-
pel prevatls, There is alan g ceneeal desire awakened among  the people to reud
their own language o the Choetaw books e sought for, with an engerness that 14
truly worderful,  Sach bias been the eall for books not only here, but in the other
discricts that the whaole of the edition of the Hittle Choetaw spelling hook s entiroe-
ly expended, and another edition is eal.ed S iminedintely. 1t is thonght that the
cdition now to be printed, should eonsiat of 3,000 or 3,000.7

T'he tollowing are extracts from a letter of Mr. Kingsbury m Jan.
1320

“I'o form a correct estimiate of what the Gospel, with its meliorating and
civilizing attendams, has accomplished for the Indians, we must compare the
present state of those who have in some degree been brought under its influ-
ence with their former condition,  Judging by this standurd, it may be furly
doubted whether the past cight years have witnessed, inany portion of the civ-
lized world, a greater improvement Usan has been realized i the civil, moral,
andd religions state of the Choctaws.”

Advance in the Arts of Civilization.

¢ Other cvidences of improvement we have in the increase of industry, and
a consequent wdvance in dress, furniture, and all the comforts and conveniences
of civilized hife.
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“Jt has been remarked by many, that the fields of the Indians have never
been kept in so goud ordery, and managed with so much industry, as the past
year. At councils and other large mectings, the Jindians, cspecially i the
northern and western districts, appear comfortably and decently amd some of
them richly clad. A great desire is manifested to obtain furniture for their
houses, aml some are already supplicd in a manner not infenior to that of new
scettlers in our own country. .

s Phe result of a census taken last vear in the northeast district was 2
fllows, viz. population, 5,627 ; neat cattle, 11,661 ; horses, 3,974, oaen,
1125 hogs, 22,047 5 shieep, 136 5 spinning wheels, 530 3 Tooms, 1245 ploughs,
360 5 wagnrons, 325 blacksminh's shops, 73 cooper’s shops, 25 carpenter’s
shiopy, 25 white men with Choctaw Funilies, 225 schiools, 55 scliolars s a
course of instruction, ahout 1 6, In one clan, with a popalation of 313, who
ayear apro were alimost :-ntil'uly destitute of property, grossly intemperate, and
roaming from place to place, there are now 188 horses, 511 cattle, 853 hogs,
7 looms, 68 sprining wheels, 33 plouglis, 6 oxen, 1 school, 20 or 25 scholars.

Clhe northeast distriet Tast year approprinted $1,500 of their annuaity for
the establishment and support of blacksaeith’s shops, The present y car they
have approprinted their whole annuity to similar objecets,

¢ As an evidence of industey aned public spirity, 1 wonld mention, that in one
neighborhood the natives have hutlt a shop, chapped wood for a large coal-pit,
ardd caeried it on their backs (o the plice of sitting s have built a hionse for
their blicksmith, and cleared fine bim o ficld of 12 acres;, all with their own
hands ; they hive putchased with their annnity aset of tools and iron and steel
to the amount of two Jimndred dollasg and have engaped to pay thetr snnth
R300 mare anunadlyy lor three vears.  Stlar provision s making for smith’s
shops in other places.

'The following is from a letter of Mr. Byington, in August 1539,

¢ A great change has taken plice within a few vears, in the moral condition
of the natives. They are quite tomperate compated with their previons habits, or
with those of white men, - Probably there are not 20,000 w hite men 1o be fornd
residing together inany part of the United States, who feoe not atved twice
~the qerantity of andent spirits which the Choetans have used daring the year
past, Several very goad Laws have heen passed in Connesl to regaliae property
aml the conduet of individuals, The people attach more importince to w good
provernmnent, to schools, te the Gowpely to industey ad s fenits, than they have
done. In this part of the nation we do tdeed feel that we bve in the enjoyments
of Christianity and civilization,  Often have the men whom we employ, afler
making a visit into the white settlements, come home to us, bearing: abundant
testimony i fuvor of a residence here, compared with one in the settle-
ments.”

It wonld be easy to multiply extracts containing the most minute and
interestie informction in regard to the moral tmprovement in this tribe,
the prosperous stite of their sehoals, their abandonment of the wicked
practices and rites of Fndiian superstition, and their inereasing aciypiint-
ance with the arts o eivthized life 5 but our limits will not permit us to
be more particular,

CHICKHASAWS,

‘T'he mission among these Indians was ecommenced in 1821 by the
Missionary Society ot the synod of South Carolina and Geotgia; and
was transferred to the American Board in 1827, "There are now four
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missionary stations. T'he schaols contain about one hundred members,
During the two past years thera has heen a prevailing attention to
religious instruction.  In October 1828, one of the missionarics
writes,

¢ “Ihe nation has recently formed some wholesmne laws, wind to our astonishe
ment they ure all stetetly entoreeds Whiskey s bunished feom the country,. A
thief s punished with thiriy-mine Tshes, without regard to color, e OF SeX,
and is compelled to return the stolen property or an equivalents One huandred
men (twenty.dive out of ench distriet) are to carry the fuws into exccution,
and are paid by the nation.

¢ Phese things are encouraging, and [see nothing in the way, if these people
are unmolested, of their beeoming civilized, enlightened, and luappy,

P he work of eeformation s abreuly commenced 3 and i they could but
enjoy trangullity oft mind, 1 have no doubt but that it would rapidly advance.”

From the reports of missionaries in July 1838, it appears that a re-
markable change had taken place among the Chickasaws with respect
to temperance, L am informed,” suys Mr, Holimes, “that it is very
common for the tull Indians to purchase coftve, sugar, and flour, in
the stores on the borders of the nution, but no whiskey.  "This last ar-
ticle appears by common consent to have been banished fron the na-
tion.  bbe have not seen wn intoricated native durving the past year.”
There was also at this period an ancommaonly general attention to
religion.  OF late the agitation produced by the fears of a removal
seems to have drawa their minds from this subjeet, and disheartened
the chiels in their exertions to enforce the salutary laws which had
baen enacted.  Ta the latest view of the operation ot the Board it 1s
remarked as follows,

“'I’he conditinn of the Chickasaws is obviously improving.  The ehiefs are maro
decided in favor of the sehools and the preaching ot the Gospel. Laws enacted
azainst the introduction of whiskey were very strietly entoreed, and n great re.
formation occasioned fur a while : but of late, some change of rulers, witls anviety
respecting removal, have mide the laws to be lers regarded.”

Our readers will be interested in the perusal of the following extracts
fromn the answers of the Chickasaws at three different intervals in
1526, to the propositions made by the treaty commissioners on the part
of the United Staes. We quote from the official account of thesr
procecdings, published by Congress.

¢s We have to look to our Father to still extend his strong arm of protection
to us, until we are more enlighenced and advanced in civilization.  We know
that this is a very important suhject hefore the nation. We, the commisstoners,
on the part of the nation, hase to sl aprreeabhliy to the voice of the People, e
are desirous of promoting our risingg greueration into u stile nf r.r.-:prr!ubiﬁty. e
cannot art conlrary to the will of the nution.  They are determined on stuying n
their native country ; woder these erctmstances we can only say to our hrothers,
the Commissioners, that they are still opposed to selling any more of their tands,
consequently we can do no nore.”

¢ Yau say that the country we have is greatly too large forus ;. we havealways
taken the tatks of our tather, the President, heretofore, and reduced our lulds to
yery small bounds; not more than what will support us comfortably @ e, as
well us vur white brothers, have a rising generalion &0 provide for.  We have
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abandoned the idea of hunting for a support, finding the game will not do for a
5“]‘]”01 t. Our fathur' the Presulent, imtroduced Missianaries o come am[}"gﬂt s,
to advance us to a state of civilization ;3 we accepted them, and are making all the
progress that peogle can; we hace also been prociding means fur the support of

misstonaries to enable us to o on with the education l’gf onr chiltedre n, und o hace
them enliohtened. Industry is spreading amongst us 5 population is increasing ;
we hope soon to arrive atl thal stalr. of improvemont that 18 s0 viueh iesired by vur
Jather, the President ; are consider ourselees as the tree of the furest, but nut of the
uscless lind, Weare a fruitful tree, and harve provided means, by the assistunce of
our futher the President, to cultivate and improve iy inorder thal we moay bring forth
good fruit, You say it is mght that we should be attached to the fand ot our
forcfatlicrs, but ¢ how seldom do we see our white brothers leave their bones in
the lund of their forefiathers 7' We can only account for that in this way 3 that
our white brothers appear always to be desivous of changing their condition. It
i not the cise with your red cluldren 3 they bave no desive for changing an old
friend fora new one 3 we are satisfied to remain here for the support of ourchil-
dren. We know that the United States have always protected us, and that the
strong arm of your Govermnent hias extended 1ts protection West of the Missis-
sipp, for the peace and happiness of our red brethren s wehare alse cvery reason
to crpeet that the Gorernment of the United States feel themsdres bound, by eeery
tic of gratitude, to difend and protect theiv brothors, the Chichasaiwrs, us we have
neeer shed the blood of any of our white hrothers,  Thercfore, we foel vurseles
Sreed from any danger of our red enemics where wwe arey and wish not tu incur any
expense to our father, the Pressdent.)”

o We find it s the wish of our father 1o exchange Tands with us, Iving on the
West side of the Missiasippi river, whiclh weare vary sony to beary as we never
had a thougdt of eachia g our Laud for any other, as we think that we wontld
not find a country that would st ns as wellus this we now occupy :at being the
land of aur foretathers, i we should eacliange our lands for any other, fearing the
cnnqu(ltlt‘llcu.‘i III:I}' he !-hllllill' to ll‘.lllh[l]:lllllllg an old tive, w litch woitld “‘Illlt:'r
and die away, and we are fearful we would come to the same 3 we want rou,
our brethren, to take our talk : we have no Lunds to excliunge for any other jwe
wish our father to extend his protection to us here as hie proposes 1o do on the
Wost of the Mississipply ss we apprehend we woenld, ina few years, experience
the same ditliculties in any other section of the country that might be suituble to
us West of the Mississippe.” |

v wWe further cons'der that there 1sa number of nations West of the Mississippi,
that have been enemies to usy as well as to our white brothers. It would be as
much impossible tor to unite vs with them as it would toanite oil and water, and
we have every reason to helieve that those tribes that e feft their country are
not well satisficd 5 and, it that should be the case, we are fearful that those tribes
will take satistuction of us for injaries done hy us, as well as our white brothiers ;
we are a small trbe, and unable to detend our vights in any country.”

In regard to the general improvement among the Indiang, and the
injustice of the comse pursued in regard to thom, the following is a
remarkable testimony from Hon, James Barbour, extracted trom his
letter in 1826 to the Chairman of the committee on Indian atfairs.

¢ Missionarics are sent among them to enlighten their minds, by imbuing them
with religious impressions,  Scehools have been established by the aid of private
as well as public danations, tor the insteunction of their veuths,  ‘Fhey have been
persaided to shandon the chiuse—~to locate themselves, and become cultivators
of the soil —implements of husbhandrey, and domestic animals, have been present-
ed them, and all these things have been done, accompanied with professions of a
disinterested solicitude for theie happiness,  Yielding to these temptations, some
of them bave reclaimed the forest, planted their orchards, and erected houses,
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not only for their abode, but for the administeation of justice, and for religious
worsliip,  And when they have so doney gou send gonr Agent, to tell them they
must surrender their countey to the white mn, and reccommit themselves to some
new desert, and substitute as the menns of their subsistence the precariony chase
for the certainty of caltivition, 'I'he love of ovr native Tand iy implanted in every
human bosom, whether he poams the wilidderness, oris foumd in the highest state
of civilizution,  ‘I'his attuchment inereanes with the comforts of our country, and
18 strongest when these comtorts are the fruits of our own exertions,  We have
imparted s feeling to many of the teibex by our own measures.  Can it be
matter of surprise, that they bear, with unmised indignation, of what seems to
them our ruthless purpose of expelling them from their countey thas endeared ?
They see that our professions uve insincere==thut our promises have been broken
that the happiness ot the hiadian is a cheap saerifice to the acquisition of new
lands 5 and when attempted to be soothed by an assurance that the country to
which we proposc to send thenns desivable, they cmphatically ask us, what new
pledges can vou give us that we shall not again be exiled whenitis your wish to
possess those Linds 2 Itis easier to state than to answer this question,”

The following is  testimony to the sume purpose from Mr. Calhoun,

s Almost all of the tribes proposed to be effiected by the areangement, are more
or less advanced in the arts ot civitized life, and theve is searcely one of them,
whicl have not the establishment of scliools in the nation, affording at onee the
means of moral, vebgious, and intellectual improvement, These schiools have
been established for the mmost part by religions societies, with the countenance
and aid of the government, awnd an every pemeiple of Tmmamty the continuance
of similur advantages of education vigght to be extended to them in their new
residence.  ‘T'here isanother point which appears to be indispensabile to be
gunrded, in order to render the condition of this vace less afificting,  One of the
greatest cvils to which they are subject, is that incessant pressure of our popula-
tion, which forces them from seat to seat, without allowing time for that moral
and intellectual improvement, for which they appear to be natarally eminently
susceptible.  T'o guard against this evil, so fatal to the race, there onght to be
the stronpest and the ost solemn assuranee, that the country given them
should be theirs, as a pertunent hame for themselves wud their posterity, with-
out being disturbed by the cucroachments of aur citizens.”®

The following is another testimony from Col. McKenney in regard
to the increasing civilization and Christianity of the Southern tribes,

“The present svstem, whilst it maintains the dignity and purity of moral and re-
ligious instruction,keeps also i constant operation the means which are now lead-
ing 80 many Indians to an acquantance with the domestic arts, with mechunics, and
with agriculture. It hias been by the union of these, aided, it is true, by the ab.
sence of game, that the present system for civibizing the tndians has, in the course
of a very few year, produced such a striking change in the habits and practices
of several of the tribes, amang whom it has been put in operation. Upwards of
eleven hundred children, as has been shewn in my report of the 30th ultimo,
are now having imparted to them, and successtnlly ton, the blessings of civilized
and Christian life, whilst the older Indians, struck with its teansforming eflects,
are themselves practising, to a very great estent, the lessons which they receive
from their more fortunate offspring ; and, in proof of their admiration of it, have

* We need scarcely reinind our readers that ¢ the strangest and the most solemin assuranee’”’
of lhiq nature has leumly Freeny I'L'plmll:t"_}' HARN ta the Cherokees and otbeer Nouthern !rﬂmq
in reeard 1o thetr present home 5 and how coulid it he made stronger or more solemn i re
gard 1o another resulence.
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in many instances, contributed from their own scanty resources to its sup port,
sScveral tribes have placed, at the disposal of the superintendents of the schools,
uttder the direetion of the General Governmeny, atgre annnties,  “T'he Choctaws
have allotted twelve thousaud doblars of their meas, perannum, for nearly twen-
ty years, towands the support of this system ¢ and the Cluckasaws have given
onie year’s annuity, amounting to upwatds of thirty thousand dollars, as a fund
for the same object, -

The Cherokees on this side the Mississippi are in advance of all other tribes.
'They may be cousidered as a civilized people. Their march hias been rapid.”

At the commencement of the same docnment from which we have
extracted the above, Col. MeKenney remarks; “the effects of the present
system for civilizing the Indians are, cvery wheeey within the limits of
its aperation, salutary.  The reports from the schools all testify to its
cercellenee.”’

From several pages which Mr. McCoy devotes to an exhibition of
the improvements among the Southern tribes we select the following
pissage.

“ 1t is certain that the attachment of the Indians toa hunter’s life is not so ob-
stinate but that they will voluntarily excliange it for a better, whenever they
hecome situated where the love of bfe, and the hope of enjosment, can be cher.
ished in their bosoms,  Flits has heen the case with the Cherokees, and some
otliers of the south who hase adopted habits of civilized lite.

“ltwas not merely the diminution of the willd gane which induced those
southern tndians to abandon the chiuse, for hundreds of them are now decently
farming on the west side of the Misstssippt, contignous to good hunting grounds.
They have adopted envilized habits hecause of their superior advantages to the
Lunter state. These people have readily enough relinguished attachments to In-
dian Labits, not because their prejuadices were originally Tess obstinate thun those
of ather tribes, but beeause they happened to he situated where their hopes of
enjorving the fruns of their labors were more encouraging than those of their
more unfortunate northern hrethren, *

“To the concutrent testittony of all who are engaged in the labor of Indian re-
form, [ add my own unquabificd assertion, resulting from an experience of more
than nine years actual residence in the ludian country, that there exists amonge
onr Indiuns no attachiment to any pernicious manners or customs, that witl not
yield to sound argument, ngh'eous example,and the offer of abetter condition.”

In regard to this subjeet the Editors of the Missionary Herald re-
mark very justly, .

“Much of the influcnce of the schools, it should also be remembered, is prospec-
tive. Iisnotyet seen; and will not bey until those, who during the last ten years
have been chililien in the schools, beeome old enough to be the active men and
women in the nation.  Probablyten times asmany of the oencration, who will be
engaged in the active Isiness of Life ten years henee, will be able to read, and be
influenced by a knmieledge of the Gospely as arere possessed of this ability und this
hnomeledae in the arueration gl in actire husiness ten years ago.  All this
influence is progressive,  Every enbghtened, industrious, and enterprising In-
dian, becomes, as a matter of cotiese, an example, to all his brethren around him,
of the practicability of improving their condition § and, to a greater or less de-
gree, an active promoter of their improvetents. Muchinfluence of this kind has
been exerted by tiedians on one another”

We wish our readers to retleet candidly on the consequences of the
probability, which we have matked tn ltalics.  Let them remember
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the influence, which the comparatively few, who have hitherto been
cducated, e oxerted alrendy on the ehieaeter of the nation, especially
that of' the herokees,  Let them remember that this inlluenee will
still continue o spread, while there will be added 1o i the influence of
w much lurger number of edueated ndians, (o number inereasing each
year) who will leave the sehouls nuually foe e years 1o come. Let
1t be remembered that in the mean time a birce proportion of’ those,

whose attwe himent 1o old habits of Iile is mostinveterate, will hiave passe

ed away, while their places are lilled by those whose habits lave been
formed in o areiater degree utder the intluenee of eivilization and
Christianity ¢ that the nuttber of sehools and tissionary stitions will
alfo be inereased, while the obstacles which have impeded their sue-

cess are daily tlllllllll'-lllll"' i—=let all these eirenmstanees be consulered
without prejudice, amd none can help acknowledying that there 1s the
futrest prospecet ol the full and perfect civilization of the nation of the
Cherokees, and - that 100 at ne distant period of time. Provided that
llll‘} be lett to the undisturbed pnm r ol the canses now m npe: it it ——
that they be not ioken up and driven ofl to the wilds beyond the Mis-
sissippi, nor left to suffer (rom the oppression ot the State of Georgia
—we think there evists the most rational 2round tor such an,lu-ﬂun

not merely o recard 1o this tribe, but, at a somewhat more distant -
terval, in regard to their neishbors, the Choetaws, Chickasaws and
Creeks,

T'he statements we have exliibited will probably be met with inered-
ulity in the mbuds of pot o lew, and with absolute contradiction on the
piart of others,  "'here seems to be a deep rooted superstition {(we
Kuow not whiat else to eall it} in manv nimds, that the lodians are
really destined, as it there were some fataliy o the ease, never to be
christinnized, but cradually o decay uldl they hecome totally estinet.
This superstitious idea is equally irrationz and anehnistan; and 1t s
every man's duty o exmmine facts with an unprejudiced mind,; aud o
give accredited statements their ttae weisht,

As to the procecdings of Congresson this subject, it is most evidently
the duty of that body o leary the 2euth, from eye witnesses who are
competeni to decide, who have had intimate and personal acquaint-
ance with the character of those tribes, whose weltiire would be <o
deeply affected by the measures which have bheen proposed i regard
to them.  Thase who hold the desting of these tribes in their power
cannot be too humane, too del berate, nor tan eantions in their deei-
stons,  Thev should never rest satistied wath ~ceond-hand information,

norwith the declarations ot interested mern.
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