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much affliied for the lofs of
»that which is not in my powet
&¥to keep, yet I cannot deny bue
% the lofs of 2 Friend goes very neer
WSS 1o my heart ; and by this name of
aFriend I did prefume, till oflate, T might have
called you : becaule, though perhaps for want of
power and oppostunity I have done you no good
office, yet I have been alwayes willing and ready
todo you the beft fervice I could : and therefore T
cannot buradmirethe affeéed ftrangenefs which
in your laft Letter to me you feem to take upon
you, renouncingina manner all Relation to me,
and racitly excommunicating me from all Inte-
reft inyou. The fuperfcription of your Letter
is to Mr. William Chillingworth, and the ﬁlbfcrip~
tion JobrLeuger ; as if you eicher difdained, or
made a conlfcience of ftiling meyour Friend
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your felf mine: If thisproceed from paffion and
weaknefs, pray mend it; if from reafon, pray
fhew it; if youthink me one of thofe to whom
St. Jobn forbids you to fay, God fave you ; then
you are to think and proveme one of thofe de-
ceivers, Who deny Chrift Jelus to be come in
the fleth; if you think me an Heretick, and there.
fore to be avoided,you muft prove me dvrorardvecror,
condemned by mine own judgment, which I
know I cannot, and therefore I think you can-
not : If you fay I do not hear the Church, and
therefore am to be an Heathen, or a Publicane,
you are to prove then that by-the Church, is
meantyour Church of Rom: , and yet when you
have done fo, 1 hope Chriftians are not forbid-
den to fhew humanity and civility even to Pa-
gans :  For Gods fake Mr. Leuger free your felf
tromthis blind zeal, atleait foralictle (pace, and
confider with reafon and moderation what
ftrange Crime you can charge me with | that
{hould deferve this ftrange ufage, elpecially from
you: is it acrime with all my underftanding, to
endeavour to find your Religion true, and make
my felf a Believer of it, and not tobeableto do
fo? Is it a crimeto imploy all my reafon upon
the juftification of the Infallibilitie of the Ro-
mifh Church, and to find it impoffible to be ju-
ftified 2 I'will call God to witnels (who knows
my heart better than you do ) that Ihaveevened
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the fcale of my judgment as much as poffibly I
could, and have not willingly allowed any one

rane of worldly Motives on eicher fide, buc
have weighed the reafons for your Religion, and
againft it with as much indifferencie, as it there
were nothing in the world but God and my felf,
and isit my tault thar the fcale goes down which
hath the moft weightinit? That the building
falls, that hath a falfe foundation ? have you
fuch power over your underftanding, that you
can believe what you pleafe, though you feeno
reafon ? or that you can (ufpend your belief when
you do fee reafon ? if you have, I pray for old
friendfhip-fake, teach me that trick ; but until
I havelearned it, pray blame me not for goingin
the ordinarie way, 1 mean for believing, or not
believing as I {Lall fee reafon: If you cancon-
vince me of wilfull oppofition againft the known
truth, of negligence in (ecking it, ofunwilling-
nefs to find it, of preferring temporal rc@e&s
before it, or of any other fault which is in my
power to amend ( thatindeed isafaule ) if [a-
mend it not, be as angry with measyou pleale;
but toimpute to me involunrary errors, orthat
I do not fee, that which I would (ee, but can-
not, or that [ will not confefs that, which [ do
not believe ; certainly this is a far more unrea-
fonableerror, then any you can juftly charge me
with. Butlet me tell you, thatimputing So;:_i-

~eAmibnn




1 _

-niani{m to me, (whofoever was the Author of
it ) wasa wicked and groundlefs {lander : Per.
haps you will fay ( for this is the ufual fong of
thar fide y that Pride is a voluntary fault, and
with this I am juftly chargeable, for forfaking
that guide which God hath appointed meo foL.
low : but what ifIforfook it, becaufe I had rea-
fon to fear it was one of thofe blind guides which
wholoever blindly follows, is chreatned by our
Saviour, that both he and his guide fhall fall jn-
‘totheditch? Then I hope you will grant it was
not Pride but Confcience, that caufed me to do
fo: foras itis wife humility co obey thole whom
God hath fet over me, fo it is finfull credulity
to follow every man, orevery Church,thac with-
out warrant will take upon them to guide me :
Shew then fome good and evident title, which
the Church of Rome hath to this office, produce
butone reafon for it, which upon trial will not
finally be refolved and vanifh into uncertainty ;
and if I yield not unto it, fay if you pleafe I am
as proud as Lucifer. In the mean time give me’
leave to think ic ftrange, and not far from a Pro.-
digy,that thisdo¢trine of the Romane Churchcs,
being the guide ot Faith (if it be true do&rine)
thould either notbe known to the four Evange-
lifts, or if it were knownto them, thar they be-
ing wife and good men, fhould either be (o envi-
ous of the Churches happinefs, or fo forgerfull

of the good work they took in hand , which
was to writcthe whole Gofpel of Chriff, as that
not one of them fhould fo much as mention, fo
much as once, this fo neceffary a part of the Go-
fpel, withoutthe belief whereof there is (as you
would make the world believe) no falvation and
with the belief whereof (unlefs men be fnatchea-
way by fudden death) thereis hardly any damna-
tion. Itis evident they doall of them with one
confent fpeak very plainly of many things of no
importance in comparifon hereof, and is it credi-
ble orindeed poffible,that with one confent,or ra-
ther confpiracy, they fhould be fo deeply filent
concerning this Unum neceffarium_ this one very
neceffary thing ? You may believe it if you can,
for my part I cannot, unlefs I fce demonftration
for it: For if you fay,they fend us to the Church,
and confequently tothe Church of Rome, this is
to- fuppole that which never can be proved, That
the Ghurch of Rome is the only Church, and
without this {uppofal, u{Pon the divifion of the
Church, I am as far to feek ofa Guide of my
Faich as ever.

1 Asforexample, in that greac divifion ofche
Church, when the whole world wondred (faich
S-Jerome) thatit was become Arian, when Libe-
rius Bithop of Rome (as S. Athanafius St Jerome,
and S. Hillarytettifie ) fubfcribed their Herefic,
and joyned communion with them: Orin the-

v Givi




VI1II
divifion between the Greek and the Romane
Church about the Proceffion of the Holy Ghoft
(when either fide was the Charch to it felie, and
each part heretical and [chifmatical to the other)
whac dire&ion could I then an ignorant man have
found from that Text of Scripture, Unlefs be hear
the (Church, let bim beunto thee, as an heathen 0i
Pubiican; Or from another Text, Uponthis B
will I buildmy Church, and the gates of bell (hall not pre-
Vail againft it. i

2 Again give me leave to wonder, that neithee
S.Paul writing to the Romans, fhould {o much as
intimate this their priviledg of Infallibility, bue
rather on the contrary put them in fearin the u¢h
Ghapter, thatthey, as well as the fews, were in
danger of falling away.

3 ThatS, Peter, the pretended Bifthop of Rome
writing two Cathelick Epiftles mentioning his
departure , fhould not once acquainc the
Chriftians , whom he writesto , what Guide
they were to follow , after he was taken from
them.

4 That the Writers of the New Teftament
fhould fo frequently forewarn men of ifereticks
falle Chrifts, falfe Prophers, and not once arme
them againft them , with letting them know
this onely fure meanes of avoiding their dan-
ger. '

5 That(o great a part ofthe New Teflamene
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fhould be employed about Anrichrift, and fo lit-
tle, and indeed none, about the Vicar of Chrift,
and she guide of the faichful.

6 That our Saviour fhould leave this onely
means for the ending of Controverfies, and yet
{peak fo obfcurely and ambiguoufly of it, that

ow our Judge is thegreatelt Controverfie, and
i reatelt hindrance of ending of them.
. = That there fhould bebetter evidencein the
Scripture toentitle the King to this office, who

_difclaims it,then the Pope, who pretends it,

8 That Saint Peter {hould never exercife over

- ‘the Apoftles any a&t of Jurildiétion nor they ever

give him any one title of Authority over them.

o That if the Apoftlesdid know thatS. Peter
was made Head of them, when our Saviour faid,
[ Thou art Peter | and on this Rock, e, 3 they
{hould ftill contelt who fhould be greateft, and
that our Saviour fhould never tell them | thac
S. Peter was the man.

1o ThatS. Paul thould fay , thathe was no-
thing inferior to the very chief of the Apoftles.

1t That the Catechumeni or Novices in the
Primitive Church , fhould never be taught this
foundation of their faith, thatthe Church of Rome
was the guide of their faich.

12 Thatthe Fathers, Tertullian, S. Ferome and
Optatus, when they flew higheft incommendati-
on of the Romane Church , f{hould attribute
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no moreto her, then toall other Apoftolical
Churches.

13 That in the Controverfie about Eafler, the
Bifhops and Churches of 4/ia fhould be {0 il ca-
techized, as not to know chis principle of Chrifti-
an Religion, the neceffity of conformity in Do-
Grine with the Church of Rome.

14 Thatthey {hould never be preffed with any
fuch neceffity of conformity in all things, but
only with the particular tradition of the Weftern
Churches in that point.

15 That Irenens and many ocher Bifhops not-
withftanding, 4d hanc Ecclefiam neceffe eft omnem con-
venire Ecclefiam, {hould not yet think that a necef-
fary Doétrine, nor a fufficient ground of Excom-
munication, which the Church of Rome thoughe
to be fo. '

16 That S. Gyprian and the Bifhops of Africa,
{hould be fo ill inftru&ed in their faich, as not to
know this foundation of it.

17 That they likewile were never urged wich
any fuch neceflicy of conformity with the Church
of Rome, nor ever charged with herefic or error
for denying of it.

18 That when Liberims joyned in communinn
with the Arrians, and {ubfcribed their herefie, the
Aurrians {hould not then be the Church and guide
of faith,

19 That nevex any Hercticks for five Ages af-
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ter Chrift, were prefled with this Argument of
the Infallibility of the prefent Church of Rome, or
charged with the denyal of it as a diftin& Herefie;
fo that £neas Sylvius (who was himfelfas Pope)
thould have caufe to {ay, Ante tempora (oncilii Ni-
cani quifque fibi vivebat, < parvus refpectus habebatur
ad Ecclefiam ®Romanam.

20. Thatthe Ecclefiaftical ftory of thole times
mention no Aés of Authority of the Church of
Rome over other Churches ; as if there fhould be
a Monarchy, and the King for fome ages toge-
ther, fhould exercifeno Aét of Jurifdi&ion inic.

21. That to fupplychis defe@ the decretal E-
piftles thould be fo impudently forged, which in
a manner fpeak nothing elfe bu Reges arque Monar-
chas, 1 mean the Popes making Lawes for, and
exercifing authority over all other Churches.

22. Thatthe Africane Churchesin Se. Aufins
time fhould be ignorant that the VPope was head
of the Church, and judg of Appeals, Fure dhrino,
and that there was a neceffity of conformity
with that Church in this and all other points of
dorine.

23. Nay that the Popes themfelves fhould be
fo Ignorant of the true ground of this their Au-
thoritie, asto pretend toit, not upon Scripture,
or Univerfal Tradition, but uponan Imaginary,
pretended non-fuchGanon of the Councel of Nice.

24 That Vincentius Lirinenfis (ecking for a guide
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of his faith, and a prefervation from Herefie,
fhould be ignorant of this {o ready a one, the
Infallibility of the Ghurch of Rome.

All thefe things and many more are very
ftrange to me ; if the infalliblity of the Roman
Church be indeed and were alwayes by Chrifti-
ans acknowledged the foundation of our Faith:
and therefore I befeech you pardon me, if I
chufeto build mine upon one thatis much firmer
and (afer, and lies open to none of thele objecti-
ons ; which is Scripture and Univerfal Tradi-
tion, and if one who is of this Faith may have
lhcavc todo fo, I will fubferibe with hand and

eart.;

Your very loving and
true Friend,
w, C.

Imprimatur,
Sextil. s, M' FRT‘NCK,
1663, R, inChriflo P, Dom,

Epifc. Lond & Sacris

Domefticis,
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