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ADISCOURSE.

Gentlemen of the Georgia Historical Sociely,—

Itis, doubtless, a source of deep regret, to all present, that the dis-
tinguished and honored individual expected to address you on this oc.
casion, has been providentially prevented from complying with vour
wishes,*

But while this disappointment must mar the pleasure which the re.
turn of your anniversary is well calculated to bring, it will not, I trust,
prevent an humble substitute from receiving that svimpathy, to  which,
according to the laws of our social nature, we are all, under similar cir-
cumsiances, entitled.

Tho social feeling is, perhaps, one of the most important feelings of
ournature. It is evidently among the first of which we are conscious,
and certainly one of the last which lingers in the heart, as we stand
upon the verge of time.

We are cast upon society, in some of its forms, from the cradle to
the grave. We are indebted to society for those aids and those in-
fluences which fit us for present and for future happiness. That love
which watches over us while incapable of selfipreservation—which
labors for us, and defends us when exposed todanger—*#that love which
loves us the more fur our very helplessness and imbecility, is the off
spring of that social i+elfng which Deity hasimplanted in our breasts.”

We are indebted to this susceplibility of our minds fur most of those
desires which prompt to action, and for tnuch of that pleasure which
we derive from the exercise of our faculties. We live and [ahour, not
for ourselves, but for those to whom we are united by social tics,  Du-
ring almost every moment, while conscious, our breasts feel the in.
fluence of this principle, and our minds act in obedience to its impulse.

It becomes, therefore, an important consideration as to what direc-
tion should be given to this susceptibility of our nature. It must be
important to know how far it may be under the contro! of others, and
by what means it may be most easily and most effectually directed, so
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as to promote, in the highest possible degreo, tho welfare of society
and the happiness of individuals.

Hitherto, this susceptibility of the human heart has been too often
perverted. Instead of arousing men to the discharge of the great du-
ties of philanthropy and benevolence, it has prompted them to unite
{or the oppressionand destruction of each other~assuming the specious
names of patriotism and the love of glory, it has armed nation against
nation, and often made man the most deadly foe to his fellow man.

But we have reason to rejoice that, under the mild influence of
knowledge, and 1:nder the hallowing influence of that religion which
is love, men are beginning more clearly to understand, and more fully
to comply with the obligations which result from the constitution of
their natures. Men now begin to apprehend, that as members of so-
ciety, in all its various forms, important obligations rest upon them—
that they are necessarily exerting an influence whict. may, in no small
degree, be moulding the characters, and limiting the happiness, not on-
Iy of the present, but of succeeding generations.

The importance resulting from the various and possible associations
of men, and from the proper direction and conirol of the feelings and
sentiments of the members of society, is now well understood—and
this knowledge is used for purpeses most deeply affecting the happiness
of men, ,

Our political clobs and associations——our religious and literary so.
cieties, as well as great naticnal communities, show not only the pow.
er of that united strength wnich renders man lord of this lower crea-
tion, but also the vastinfluence which individuals may acquire in the
direction and control of this united Strength! ‘They show us that one
man may so acquire the direction and guidance of his fellow men, as
to become the very heart of millions-—and that al]l their acts will be
but the pulsations of this central, life-giving organ ! !

The happiness of man in this life, and, doubtless, in the life to
come, depends upon the proper culture of all his powers with refer-
ence 1o his social nature,—* society is the natural state of man.”

The object of society is mutual aid—the great business of society is
to prepare its members for the full discharge of individual duty, and to
enable them to enjoy the highest degree of individual happiness. Or
it may be said, with propriety, that the business of society is to educate
men for society. To do this effectually, men must be taught the rela.
tions which they sustain to each other--~they must be made to feel the
obligations which arise from theso relations—theymust be able to trace
the direction to which the virtuous emotions of the heart point, and to
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find the objects of benevolence upon which the virtuous sympathies of
our nature should fasten, And it is, doubtless, true, that the farther
they ertend their view, the broader they make the field, over which are
to be exercised the kindlier feelings of their hearts, the hetter will they
be prepared to discharge all their duties as members of society, and
the purer and more lasting will be that happiness which they will en.
joy !

In looking at tho relations which we sustainto our fellow men, we
find that they do not connect us with the present age alone, but also
with the past and with the future. “To mzny who have preceded us we
are under peculiarobligation -—obligations which cannot be disregard.-
ed without tailing in duty, not to them alone, but to present and future
generations. The names of good men who have gone to the grave
—men who have devoted their lives to the happifiess of their feliow
men, should be rescued from oblivion—their virtuous deeds should be
held up to the view, and for the imitation of all. This duty, ever bind.
ing upon the members of society, is felt by only the few, and but sel-
dom discharged by any. And eventhe few who attempt, in any
degree, to discharge their duty to those who have preceded them, con.
fine their efforts, almost exclusively, to those who have been preeminent
in wisdom and virtue. That distinguished men should be remembered
with merited honours, all will at once aclnowledge—and most will oc-
casionally render them the tribute of just praise. But such men will
be honored—they need not our efforts to secure for them the just meed
of fame,

But there are many others, to whom we are greatly indebted, whose
names and whose viriues will be unknown to future ages, unless res.
cued from oblivion by speedy exertions. Men have ever been too in.
different to the merits of humble virtue—and especially have they been
too remiss in seizing upon that strong passion of the human heart, the
love of posthumous praise. Every man wishes to be known to succee.
ding ages—every man desires that his name may stand upon the chron.
icles of the country—that he may, in some degree, be considered a ben.
efactor to his fellow men. And any hope that this desire will be grat.
ified will incite to virtue—will restrain from vice. We owe it then
to the dead—we owe it to the living—we owe it to the good of succee.
ding generations, and especially to the welfare of society, to rescue
from oblivion the good deeds of those, who, though they may not have
been most conspicuous among their fellow men, have still rendered
some servicoe to their country—have still been benefactors to their
race.
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In discharging this duty, local history is an all.important instrument.

In our own State, many unambitious, yet useful and most werthy
men have gone to their rest, and are now unnoticed and almost un.
known., Any knowledge of their motives, and of their acts, and of their
influence, which may still he retained, is fast tading from the memories
of the living, and must soon be lost in the graves of these aged survi-
VOTS.

Many in our border-wars performed services and exhibited feats of
valor, which would honor the brightest page of our revolutionary his.
tory. And vet no record tells their deeds, and probably no page of his.
tory will ever record their names.

How few of the citizens of the State have ever heard of the bold and
perilous adventure of the little band of {ronticr patriots who, in 1793,
at midnight, swam one of our largest rivers, explored a camp of hostile
Creek Indians, who were ready to fall upon the defenceless settlers ;
and while the merciless savage was buried in sicep, carried from his
midst such trophies, as, exhibited tv his view upon the opposite bank
of the river, convinced him that the white man had explored his camp,
was acquainted with his designs, and ready to meet him in batile ?
But one individual lingers among us, who can say, with respct to that
bold and perilous, yet successful adventure—(an adventure which prob.
ably saved many from the murderous tomahawk,) “ cujus pars magna
fui”’——and perhaps not a line exists to transmit to succeeding ages the
author* of this noble deed. or the services of the worthy patriot and his
spartan band!!

Who can estimate the blessings conferred upon the State by such
men as Springer, and Marshal, and Hull, and the elder Mercer, and
many others of the same self-denying spirit 1

And what, in a few years, will the page of history tell of these good
men, who lahored in the midst of difficulties which would have been ap-
palling to almost any others, that they might spread the light of lnowl.
edge and the blessings of the Gospel among their tellow men.

Go to the busy line of one of our important ruil roads, and as you see
the products of the covntry hurried to our cities, almost without price,
and the traveller wafied to his destined place, as on wings of wind, ask
to whom are we probably indebted for this noble work of art—this im.
portant high-way through the State.  And few, even now, will point to
the name of onet who, unambitious of office and unused to the halls of
legislation, had wisdom to apprehend the advantages of such a work,
and patriotism sufficient to prevent it from heing abandoned, when oth

* The late Gen. David Adams. 4+ Wm. Williams.
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ers shrunk from tho responsibility of sccuring its charter.  In the older
counties, a few aged fathers yet linger who were actors inimportant
and stirring ovents of our early history:  With respect to most, if not
all such, it may doubtless be said with truth, no autobiography will
transmit to succeeding ages the story of their lives—no diary of the
events in which they were engaged will remain to illustrate the scenes
in which tnov were important actors.

Others may bo found whose fathers have repecated to them the story
of by-gone days—the perils of savage warfare—the carly adventures
of the hardy pioneers of our successive frontier settlements, These
are now well attested traditions—facts often intensely interesting and
highly important to the full and perfect history of the State.

But they are facts which must soon be lost—traditions, which, un.
less soon deposited in the archives of some society, must soon become
mere legondary tules. In our new and mountain regions are those
who are familiar with the first settlement of those interesting portions
of our State—some of then mingled with the native population,' and
can communicate much concerning that interesting people which pos.
terity will love to read—much which the men of future ages, as they
tread those lovely valleys and climb those lofty mountains, will dwell
upon with delight.

Might not local associations be made eflicient auxiliaries to the Gecr-
gia Historical Socicety, in securing much of this important knowledge,
which is liable te be forever last?  And might not such local associa-
tions be made to exert a happy influence upon the feelings and habits
of our people ? Could they not be made, in some degree at least, an
antidote to the bitter political, and the uunholy religious asperities of
which our free institutions seem to be so prolific ?

The pleasant and cordial mingling ot all parties, whether military,
or religious, or political, which annually takes place in your city on
this day, is proof'that such associations may exert a delightful influence
upon the minds of our peuple.  How (difterent the effect of one of these
anniversaries from that of a meeting for a political canvass! « Par.
vis componcre magna licct,”

And why may not what you here see, be scen in other cities, and in
the village, and even in the country ?

By suitable eforts, I doubt not that the population of almost any sec-
tion of the State, might be collected on an occasion of this kind——they
might be brought to feel an interest in subjects relating to  our past and
our present history, they might be brought to feel a deeper interest in
the institutions of the country—an interest wholly unconnected with



8

tho party feuds and personal contests of aspiring politicians. We aro
not, as a people, deficient in patriotism, but we often fail to direct our
patriotism aright. Subjects of great importance to the public welfare
and to private happiness have been, and are still being neglected for
those of far less importance. 'Weo cvidently want something to change
the current of popular fecling—the minds of our people must ve suitably
withdrawn from the, hitherto, all absorbing themes of party politics and
great, immediate wealth, And still they must have, occasionally,
subjects of a public and exeiting character—they must gratify that social
fecling which burns in the heart of every man—that feeling upon which
the demagogue and the tyrant alike seize,and which the friends of gooed
order and good government must endeavor to wrest from them, and

direct in such manner as to promote the best interests of the State, Our
~ young men, and especially our young men in the middle and lower
classes of society, want new miotives to action—motives which must be
furnished, or the liberties of the country will be endangered.

Ours is a government which knows nodistinction of rank—itis a go-
vernment which must cease, so soon as a permanent division of our citi-
zens into castes shall take place.

And yet there is, evidently, in our State, a tendency to distinctions
and permanent distinctions, inconsistent with the genius and the stabili-
ty of our republican institutions! The line between the rich and the
poor, the educated and the uneducated, is becoming more and more
distinct. 'The desire toacquire even the elements of knowledge is,
with certain classes, diminishing—andthe wantof education is losing
in the estimation of many, that reproach which heretofore has ever been
attached to those in this condition. Therc may now be found, and es.
pecially at the polls, “the esprit du corps™ of ignorance. |

If we have rotour sans culotles,” we have those whose hoastings
are little less shameless, and whose ignorance and vice, if unchecked,
must lead to scenes as revolting as those of Jacobin France during the
darkest period of her revolution.

It has often been asked of late, and that such questions can be ask.
ed with propriety, should fili the heart of the patriot with fearful
forebodings—where is now that respect for the sanctions of law which
once universally prevailed in our country? where that reverence
which was once connected with the obligations ofan oath? where that
safety, and that certainty of justice which were once found in the jury
box? and where that purity and freedom which once characterized our
clections, and made the ballot box the glory of American freedom?

‘That our free institutions cannot Jong survive the permanent debase.
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ment of a majority of cur citizens is with us an axiom. And yet that
process is evidently goingon in cur State—the number of the unedu.
cated is increasing in a ratio greater than that of our whole population.

Were we to discever, on tho part of a foreign nation, a policy in-
tended to interfere with any of ourdomesticinstitutions, or to overthrow
our government, with what vigilance should we guard against its in.
fluence 7 What are even now our feelings towards a portion of the
citizens of some of our sister States ?

But what is the danger arising from forcign encmies, or from fanat-
ics at a disiance, compared with that arising {fruom an ignorant and vi-
cious pepulation in our midst! a population who have the constitution.
al right to make our laws, and the physical power to enforce them!
a population having nothing to lose, yet ever hoping to gain by change
and revolution !

Let it be generally helieved, that the fleets of a foreign power were
soon to appear upon our coast, to co-operate with the fanatics of an.
other portion of our country in overturning our peculiar domestic in.
stitutions, and would there be any difficulty in asssessing and collect.
ing taxes to mect the expenses of preparation to repel our expected
invaders? The march of ignorance may be slower than the march of
armics, or the approach of hostile flccts—but it cannot be less certain,
or less destructive to our free institutions! Lven those peculiar do-
mestic institutions, concerning which we are, at this time, with much
propriety, peculiarly jealous, are in far greater danger from ignoronce
at home than from fanaticism abroad. And if they be ever rudely in.
terfered with, it will doubtless be from this source. The jealousy and
envy of a large, ignorant, and debased population, must be most dan.
gerous, in such a govermnent as ours, and to such a state of society
as that to which I have just referred. Our only safety on this point,
is in the general intelligence and virtue of our population.

The tendency of civil government is, unquestionably to guard
the interests of the few—to promote the honor and power of the
nation, as a whole, at the expense of individual happiness. The
history ot the world fully establishes the truth ot this asscrtion. The
welfare of millions is cvery day sacrificed at the shrine of national
strength and national glory. Look at Great Britain—great in arts and
in arms. Her power is acknowledged by nearly one fourth the inhab.
itants of earth—her men of science are enlightening the world by
their wisdom—her philanthropists are spreading the knowledge of
christianity and the blessings of civilization among all nations-—and
her artists are bringing the powers of nature almost to supersede the
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ncceasity for human labor.  And yet what isthe condition of the great
mass of her subjects? Where are the increased blessings which
aro cnjoyed by ber brave amd gencrous-hearted Irish peasanty ? Where
the clevation and comforts which the operatives in her mining and
manufucturing districts have obtained ? '

‘Turn to France, where &il which clevates and ennobles man may
be found—a pation whose prowess in arms has never been surpassed—
a nation now ruled by one of the mildest, and most enlightened, and
most liberal monarchs of this enlightened, and liberal age. Have the
sibjects of this mighty nation advanced in knowliedge, and in happi-
ness, in proportion to the increase of national power and national glo-
ry ! What is the condition of her peasantry, even since the glorious
revolution of July 7—a revolution which gave them a citizen king, and
which published to the nation a bill of rights, declaring that French.
menare all equal in the eye of the law, and that all are to be cqually
cligible to civil and to military employment? Instead of finding all
cqual, and equally adinissible to office, not more than 160,000 of her
34 millions inbabitants, are permitted to  enjoy the right of suffrage.
France, with a population nearly double that of the United States, has
less thaw half the number of voters, which are fovnd in the single Statc
of Pennsylvania.

Most of the European States, have, within the last century, mado
great advances in weaith, in  power, and in knowledge. As nations
they have attained a high degrec of civilization and refinement.  But
why, with all their wealth and power——with &l their science andarts
—with all their commerce and manufuctures, do not their subjects reap
advantages ih proportion to the increasing greatness and glory of their
respoctive nations?  Why, even as their wealth increases until em.
ployment cannot be found for capital, and their products are multiplied,
till the markets of the world are glutted with their merchandize, do
the great mass of those very subjects whocreate this wealth, remain
under the most grinding oppression, and endure the most withering
poverty ?

Is it not mantestthat the great majority of British subjects, do not
constitute the politicil nation? They may indeed create her wealth,
and defend ber territory, and carry her arms to the remotest regions of
earth.—But they are not the nation—-they are not expected to share
in the blessings, which spring from national wealth, and national
power, and national advancement, in the arts and =ciences, A fow
individuals engross the wealth, and wield the destinies of empire.
The wealth of the fewv constitutes national wealth, the intelligence of
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tho tew constitutes national iutelligence, and the happiness of the few
is the grand object of governmental enactments. The vast majority
of the subjects of Iuropean States, are fost, as individuals—they have
no individual, political existence. 'They have virtually no personnl
freedom, and reap no personal advantage from the prosperity, and in-
creasing greatness of their respective States. Such has been the
tendency of civil governinents, in every age of the world.,

. The oppressions of goverrment may, and they often do arouse their
subjeggs to a ¢onsciousness of their wrongs ; and in the might of their
physical powor, they will assert, and eren establish their rights.  But
to retain and to exercise these rights, as individuals, and for their in-
dividual happiness, they must be cnlightened, they must be religious.
Intelligence may nat produce virtue, but ignorance will produce vice.
An educated people may be.the subjects of despotisin, an ignorant peo.
ple must be.

 Tle citizens of this country have asserted and they have estahlish.
ed their political rights—they have adopted forms of government,
which were designed to secure to every individual, personal freedom,
and an increase of personal happiness in proportion to the increase of
national prosperity. Our independence was secured by men who un.
derstood their rights—the great mass of American citizens, at the peri.
od of our national revolution, were educated and virtuous.

Butis not the tendency of Government, the same in our country,
as in others. Are not our citizens, thus soon, losing that high tone of
personal independence, which characterised the carly settlers of
all our States; and which especially characterised our fathers,
during the period of our revolution? Are not great national inter.
ests engrossing the attention of our citizens, while many of their
personal interests, are absorbed in the power aud glory of the Repub,.
lic? Are not the lower classes losing much of that personal influ.
ence which they once possessed, and becoming mere and more, the
dupes of the demagogue, and the unconscious instruments of solfish
aspirants to office? ‘T'he social system ig sadly disorderpdz=the pow.
ers and functions of the hody politic are greatly deranged—the action
of the system is unpatural, and must be restored to ita original health.-
firl state, or political dissolution will incvitably ensue.

The great evil is ignorance—the effectual and only permanent rem.
edy is knowledge. ‘

General education was considered by the carly settlegg of this coun.
try, a most important subject—one which claimed the first attention
of the citizens, and the cspecial attention of the Legislature,  The
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school house and the church were usually, reared side by side——and
it was evidently their intention, that no child should be left without the
means of acquiring a respectablo education. And though our State
labored under peculiar difficulties, during her colonial existence, and
for a considerable period after our independence, its kListory shows
that our fathers were not less attentive to the great subject of general
education, than were those who first seitlied our sister States.

‘This portion of our history is not, I apprchend, a barren, or unin.
teresting ficld. ‘There are, I doubt not, many important and interost.
ing facts, a5 well as many records, which may, and I *hope will be
brought forth, and which will show, that had we carrieti out the views
of her early patriots, and the framers of our first Constitution, Georgia
would now have a system of cducation, equal, if not superior, to that of
any State in the Union.

I determined, when first informed, thet 1 should be expected to ad-
dress you on this occasion, to make the history of cducation, in our
State, my subject. My time, however, and my health, and especially
awant of records, which Itrust may yet be found, have prevented me
from attempting to carryout this purpose. We owe it, however, to
the honor of our fathers—to the liberality of many who have given
their wealth, to endow and to sustain private institutiens of learning,
both at home and abroad—we owe it to the honor of many who have
labored in the arduous and most useful profession of teachers, that this
portion of our history shall not be neglected. Those who have exert.
ed a large influence in the establishment and support of Seminaries
of learning, and those who have been.cminent as instructors, in the
higher branches of knowledge, will be honored, and their names will
be chronicled among the benefactors of the State. While Franklin
College shall remain, or its records be preserved, the name of Gov.
Milledge will be honored for the noble gift of a large tract of land,
intended not only for the site of the College, but also for that of a town,
a gift which has, to a large extent, aided the trustees of the institution,
in sustaining it, when other resources faited. While the records of
the Baptist denomination of christians in Georgia shall De preserved,
the name of Dr. Mercer will be honored by the friends of christian ed.
ucation, for hiz munificent gilts and bequesis to the University which
bears his honored name. And high as the reputation of Gov. Jackson
and Abram Baldwin stand, for their political scrvices to the State, I
doubt not that their services in the cause of cducation, will add as
bright a chaplet to their fame. Such men as the deceased Dr. Wad.
de], and the venerable patriarch of the school room and the pulpit, who
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etill lingers among us,* and whem I rejoice to see in our midst, to-day ;
can never be forgotten, while any history of our State remains. Their
names and their fame are publishedin every pait of our State, from
the lips, and by the services of those, whom they have trained to wis-
dom and virtue.

But many, whose labers, as teachers of youth, have been performed
in humbler spheres of action, but who have still been highly useful,
will soon he unknown, unless speedy cfforts be made to rescue their
names from oblivion. And herc again tho importance of local history
hecomes manifest.  As proofthat the early inhabitants of our State
were not untnind{ul of the subject of general education, we may appeal
tothe records of the first settlements of different sections of the country.
In this city, early provision was made for public education~-and espe-
cially for tho cducation of the orphan and the poor. The efforts which
were made to sustain the orphan house, and to establish and support
Bethesda College, as well as the minor schools which were open to
all the children of the city, arc evidence of the feelings and sentiments
of its carly inhabitants.

We may refer also, with pleasure, to the pious, persecuted men, who
first raised their Ebenczer in a sister, and adjoining county, and who
there at the same time reared the standardof religion and of education.

The carly history of'the city of Augusta, is proof of the rame feel-
ing, on the part of her first inhabitants. Tho provision which was
there made for the establishment and ample endowment of her Acade.
my, one of the most nseful institutions of the kind, in our Southern
country, is proof that the subject of education was considered by her
citizens as one of vital importance.

The hardy Highlanders who planted themselves upon the banks of
the Altamaha, as a bulwark against savage incursions, and Spanish
invasion, brought with them that love of learning, which characterises
the Jand of their fathers, and tothe honor of their descendants, it may
be said, they have ever been the fast {riends of general education, and
of an clevated standard of lcarning in the State.

I need not mention the little colony who first penctrated the swamps
of our Southern sca.board. All who are familiar with the history of
that favored portion of our State, know with what zeal and energy, its
first settlers commenced, and with what success, they prosecuted their
efforts to cstablish, and to sustain the institutions of learning and reli-
gion—-and most honorably have the sons of those noble sires, followed
in the footsteps of their patriotic and pious ancestors ! !

—-.-.-—---—-“

TRav. W;. McQuir, D. D.
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'Those who first settied the county of Wilkes, were not less mindful
of this importaut subject. Scarcely had they traced the outlines of
their now beawtiful village, belore provision was made for a permanent
institution of learning ; and from that period to this, the cause of edu.
cstion has been one of deep interest to its citizens, and the special care
of its municipal authoritics. And as we trace the history of our State
- from alinost the landing of Oglethorpe to the acquisition of the last
portion of our territory, wo find the subject of education a prominent
subject in the estimation of the first settlers of the different fmrﬁons of
the country. Academies have usually becn coeval with the organiza.
tion of the counties; and in no State in the Union have there probably
ever been more, or better conducted institutions of the kind, in propor-
tion to the population, than in Georgia. And in no State in the Union
have the services of teachers of Academies been more liberally re-
warded.*

The first constitution of Georgia was adopted the 5th of Fa,bruar},
1777, only a few months after the Declaration of Independence. The

54ath section of this constitution declares, ¢ Schools shall be erected in
each county, and suppnrted at the general expense of the State.”
This is an figportant record jn the history of our education. On the
31st of July, 1783, the Legislature appropriated 1000 acres of land to
each county for the support of free schools. In 1784, a few months
after the ratification of the treaty of peace, by which our national
independence was acknowledged, the Legislature, again in session at
Savannah, passed an act, appropuatmg 40,000 acres of land for the
endowment of a College or University. This act commences with
the rencarkable preamble : * Whereas, the encouragement of religion
and learning is an object of great importance to any commumt}, and
must tend to the prosperity and advantage of the same.”

In 1783, the charter of the University was granted, the preamble to
which would do honor to any Legislature, and will stand a inonument
to the wisdom and atriotism of thoese who framed, and of those who

adopted it.

« As it is the distinguishing happiness of free governments that civil
order should be the result of choice and not necessity, and the com.
mon wishes of the people become the iaws of the land, their pyblic
prosperity and even existence very much depends upon suitably forming
the minds and morals of their citizens. When the minds of the peo.
ple in general are viciously disposed and unprincipled, and their con.
duct d:sorderly, a free government will be attended with greater confu-

*Nee A ppendm.
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sions, and evils more horrid than the wild uncultivated state of nature
It can only be happy where the public principles and opinions aré
properly directed and their manners regulated.

“This is an influence heyond the stretch of laws and punishments,
and can be claimed only by religion and education. It should, there-
fore, bo among the ﬁl:st objects of those who wish well to the national
prosperity, to encourage and support the principles of’ reltgion and mo.
rality ; and early to place the youth under the forming hand of socicty,
that, by instruction, they may be moulded to the love of virtue and
good order.  Sending them abroad to other countries for cducation
will not answer the purposes, is too humiliating an acknowledgement
of the ignorance or inferiority of our own, and will always be the causo
of so great foreign attachments that, upon principles of policy, it i3
madmlsﬂ-lble.

In 1792, an act was passed appropriating one thousand pounds for
the cndowmcnt of an Academy in each county. .

In 1798, a third constitution was adegied. The 13th séction of the
4th articles declares : “'The arts and sciences shall be patronised: in
one or more seminaries of learning.”

In 1817, two hundred and fifty thousand dollars were approprmtcd to
the support of poor schools. In 1818, every 10th amd 100th lot of
land in seven new counties were appropriated to the causc of education
and in 182}, two hundred and fifty thousand dollars were set apart for
the support of county Academies,

'These records show, that the people of Georgia. from'the commence.-
ment of their independence, to the full establishment of their constitu.
tional Government, have recognized the duty and the importance of
making public, and ample provision for the educationof all hker «iti.
zens. These records show, that her Jacksons amd Baldwins, with
their many worthy soadjutors, in the achievement of our independence,
and in the establishment of our present form of government, did not
doubt, that the State could, and that she ought to become, an efficient
patron of learning—that correct moral and religious instruction could
be imparted in our public schools and eolleges.

I know the opinion is now held by a féw, that thesemen, and I may
say, that almost every great and good man, up to nearly the present
day, has heen in error upon this subject.

We must honor the feelings which give riso to these sentiments—
we must respect the piety which prompts to all the eflorts which are
made to purify the fountains of knowledge—to introduce the Bible,
with its  hallowing influence, into all our insiitutions of lcarning.
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Without this influence, I believe learning willbe a curse to its pos.
sessor, and a curse to tho country f its possessor.  But where, I ask,
is the cvidence, that in our country, there is any considerable disposi-
tion, on the part of public authoritics, to banish christianity from our
schools and colleges?  If occasional, feeble attempts have been made,
they have been so fechle, and have so signally failed, that, I apprehend,
there is little danger of their being renewed, and less of their being
successful, :

The feelings of our people are such, that no public institution of
Jearning can hopo to be sustained, while it banishes the Bible from its
halls, or admits the avowed enemies of Christianity among its instruc.
tors. Religious men, and, I may say, pious men, are gencrally pre.
fcrred as teachers of youth. The sentiment is almost universal among
our citizens, that piety is an important, and sound morality an essential
characteristic of an instructor in our schools and colleges; and in this
country public opinion controls public authority.

But, that the momentous truths of the christian religion cannot be as
effectually maintained, and its holy precepts as successfully inculcated
in an institution where no particular creed is exclusively professed,
and no peculiar scctgrian dogma enjoined, is, I believe, wholly un.
supported by facts. .

The broad mantle of Christian charity may be made to cover an
institution, in which are assembled those ¢ntertaining different senti.
ments upen subjects generally acknowledged not essential to true
piety. The mingling of students, who may entertain different views
upon these subjects—students who have been educated by different
sectaries, would doubtless produce in their mirds enlarged, and moro
liberal views, and banish from their hearts much of that bigotry which
too often cleaves to even the enlighicried and liheral Christian, Will
the youth, who has not yet embraced the religion of love, which the
Gospel inculcates, be more likely to have his mind favorably impressed
by its precepts, when enforced by the instruction of different teachers,
all professing the same creed, and endeavoring to build up a particular
sect, than when recormmended by the precept and example of men
professing differentcr- —having no peculiar party to sustain, and yet
each laboring to lead :.. pupils to practical and saving piety ?

It is nottrue, that in institutions which have had teachers entertain.
ing different religious sentiments, more difficulties have arisen than in
those of a differentcharacter. While men arc imperfect, we must ex-
pect that occasional discord will exist among those who may be pursu.
ing any, even the holiest work onearth. But there is nothing in the
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education of the vouth of tho country, in which the pious and zealous
advocates of the great fundamental doctrines of Christianity, may not
cordially unite ; and there is much in this employment which should,
and wuch, I am fully persuaded, which does soften tho prejudices and
awaken, in the breasts of teachers and pupils, the kindliest charities of
tho christian heart. It is not true, that seminaries of learning, under
the exclusive putronage of the State, have had more difficultics to one
counter, from the conflicting sentiments of politicians, than private
institutions havo had from opposing sentiments and jarring interests of
thosc who have had the control of them. I might appeal, for the
truth of this remark, to many institutions in difierent parts of our coune
try.  Did the public authoritics of our sister State, South Carolina,
forget the interests of her State College amidst the fiercest days of
political strifa I May I not refer to the University of North Carolina,
at this time one of the most respectable seminaries of learning, of the
same age, in our country—an institution wholly under the control of
the State, and whose officers have ever been of different religious sen.
timents, and its students the sons of parents professing various crecds?

And, I apprehiend, it will be found, that public authorities have been,
not only as faithful, but also as successful guardians of institutions of
learning, as private individuals or private associations.

That the funds of our own University have been most carefully and
judiciously managed—that the usefulness of the institution has been
the steady aim of its Trustees, {rom its organization to the present time,
will not be denied by any one acquainted with its history.

It wjll be readily acknowledged that public institutions of leaming
scldom receive all that aid trom the State which the importance of
sound education requires—they often languish for want of means which
their friends think enlizhtencd and liberal legislators ought to furnish.
But do not private institutions as oficn Janguish and drag out a mero
existence for want of that liberal support which those who profess to
patronize and support them, could most casily furnish ?

Legislative bodies, all public authorities, are imperfect—liablo to ba
influcnced by selfish and bad men.  The best mterests of the country
may sufler under these influences—the most sacred rights of our citi.
zens may be sacriticed to party heat and tho selfish purposes of dis.
honest men! But, can we dispense with legislation and civil govern.
ment

Mere party considerations may clothe men with authority, at whosa
hands wo shall, in vain, seck justice!” But, bocause oppression max
he found upon the seat of the magistrate, shall we dispense with the

forms of the Jaw? Becauso the scales of justico may be hold by
3
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unvighteous hands, shall they not be entrusted tomen?  Aud because
the oreat business of education may be imperfectly accomplished by
the rulers of the land, shall it be wholly abundoned by those to whom
is committed the welfare of the State

If there be one duty devolving upon a free Cliristian people, which
is higher and holier than any other, itis to provide for the education of
its subjecta, This is a duty which the Government must discharge, or
the majority of its subjects will ultimately sink into slaves. ‘The work
of general education is too mighty a work for individual effort. Even
England, wth all her wealth—with all her national pride—with all the
zeal of a church establishinent on tho one hand, and all the energy of
dissenting enthusiasm on the other, has never been able to cffect this
work. Her societies for the diffusion of useful knowledge, with such
master spirits as Lord Brougham at their head, have most signally
failed in their attempts to give thoe blessing of elementary cducation to
the majority of the subjeets of that enlightencd and powerful nation.

The suhject of general education is the iinportant subject which
should be urged at this time upon our people and upon our Legislature,
until efficient measures be adopted to remedy existing evils.

But while this subject should be pressed hone upon the rulers of the
land, and while the pcople should ho urged to come up to the aid of
public authority, in this all important matter, we neced not, we should
not disparage, in the slightest degree. the efforts of private individuals,
or associations, in their laudable endeavors to scatter knowledge over
the land. Let-the State, as a State, do her own work ; and let the
Christian and the patriot bid every man % God speed,” who is endeav-
oring to enlighten and bless his {ellow.men with useful knowledge !

With rcspeét to  the subject of general education, we are behind
many of our sister States. True, we are much younger than these
States ; but they have not now more means for effecting this object
than we have. Itis not, perhaps, necessary to inquire why we have
not accomplished more—regrets for the past will not aid us in our future
efforts,  Still, in endeavoring to avoid future errors, and to escape future
disappointments, we ought to guard against any thing which has appa-
rently prevented the successful accomplishment of our former plans.
And whatevercauses may have congpired to defeat the efforts heretofore
made, Iapprchend the most efficient will he found to have heen a want
of steady, persevering action upon the part of the people and the Le-
aislature.  Impatience is the fault of our people—they cannot brook
delay. The effects of this spirit may be scen in every department of
fife.  futhose sudden, andofien absurd and disastrous changes of pur-
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suits and prolessions, which so frequently blast the hopes of those who,
by porsevering efforts, might attain to wealth and eminence. It is
seen in the legislation of the country, and especially in the legislation
upon the subject of education. On this'subjecr, our statute book has
line upon line, resolve upon resolve, and cnactment upon enactment.
But wo have never had patience to pursevere in our efforts to gradually
perfect and accomplish what could not be at once effected. The his-
tory of the University is an illustration of tho truth of this remark.
Its plan was conceived in wisdom, and was most admirably adapted to
the nature of our institutions and the condition of our people, Had the
requirements of its charter been fully carried out, we should now have
a system of education more perfect than that of any State in the Union,
and as perfect and efficient as any kingdom in Europe. According to
this charter, the education of the State was one connected system—
every school and academy supported by pubiic funds, was a branch of
the University, and over each the head of the University had a general
supervision. It was his duty to visit the several institutions connected
with the University——to correspond with their trustees and instructors,
and endeavor to secure for them competent teachers, and to ensure
from them an ample number of well prepared students for the higher
departments of learning. Some have supposed this system too com.
plicated to be successfully carried into effect—a beautiful but imprac.
ticable theory.

But its complication is simplicity, when comnpared with the Treasury
or Post Office Departinents of our Federal Government. The admin-
istration of the Post Othice of the United States requires the supervision
of about 15,000 post offices, scattered ever the whole extent of the
Union—the appointinent of as many postmasters—the adjustment of
the accounts of cach~—the making of contracts with thousands of mail.
carricrs—the receipt and disbursement of about four millions of dollars
annually. And yet, this can be accomplished under the direction of
one man !

The systemof universal education which the charter of the Univer-
sity of Georgia preseribed, would require, perhaps 2000 institutions of
learning, from the district school up to the well endowed and fully
organized University. These institutions would all be found inan area
of about sixty thousand miles, and requiring the annual dishursement
of less than five hundred thousand dollars, Has not Georgin many
citizens who could successfully superintend such a system of general
education 7 Could we not as successtully carry out this plan of public
instruction as the State of New York is now carrying out her system
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—-a gystem which, through the agency of the Regents of her University
and the Superintendent of her Common Schools, is affording the bless.
ings of education to almost every citizen of that great State I—-na system
far more important to her pecuniary resources than ali her works of
internal improvement—a system which iz training up citizens who will
be capable of understanding the blessings of rational ficedom, and who
will be willing to defend it~a system which will render her citizens
capable of appreciating the advantages arising from the exercise of
their faculties, and which will incite them to habits of industry and
economy. Itisa system of education which will create a population
that will create wealth! And tothis, more than to any other cause, if
she carry out the system, will she be justly entitled to the appellation
of ¢ Empire State !”

And isit too late for {zaorgia, even now, to return to the plan of hor
Baldwinand Jack:on? Should we now commence, and, in fifty years
accomplish tho scheme, it would be the most glorious work which
could be effected for the honor and prosperity of our State! The past
should not disecourage us in our efforts for the future.  Little as we have
accompiished in this respect, we have effected something ; perhaps as
much as any other State in the same time.

In this country, where almost every thing springs forth as if by magic,
institutions of learning have been, comparatively, slow in their pro-
gress ; and in every State in the Union, systems of education, and

especially those of common school instruction, have not been rendored
effective, till after long and repeated trials.

The State of Massachusetts is supposed by many, and per’ ns with
Justice, to have the best system of conumon school instruction in this
country. Andyet the historyof that State clearly shows that from
1620 to 1837, a period more than double that which has clapsed since
the first scttlement of Georgia, there was a constant departure from
the great principles of her first settlers, upon the subject of eduea-
tion. The feelings and sentiments of the Pilgrim fathers were such
as do honor to theirnames. The early laws of the commonwealth
were wise and salutary—but they were never enforced. As her pop-
ulation and wealth increased, there was not only a farther and still
farther departure from the spirit and the letter of these laws, but also,
from time to time, a gradual relaxation, and unwise modification of
them-—until in 1830 the condition of her common schools was such as
fo alarm the friends of sound learning, and arouse them to united and
puecessf{ul action upon the subject.
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The rasult of that union and action was, after repeated, and’ earnest
appeals to the people and the legislature, the establishment in 1837 of
a board of Education, and the appointment of a general agent to su.
perintend the whole subject of common school instruction.  From that
time the work of reformhas been progressing ; and whatever of excel.
lence pertains to her system of general education lias been introduced
since that period. Massachnsetts has now something more than the
theory of elementary education—she has a Mann to carry out the designs
of wise legislation.

Similar remarks may be mado with respect to her higher institu.
tions : they have not sprung into existence in {ull perfection—centuries
have been necessary to bring them to their present honorable and use-
{ful standing. Even Harvard Coliege, the child of the Pilgrim, and,
for a long time, the cherished institution of the Puritan fathers, and the
hope of the church, one hundred and fifty years after its organizition,
and when the State had four hundred thousand inhabitants and nc oth-
er College within her terrritory, had but three professors in its litevary
and scfentific department, and about one hundred and fifty students in
its halls. ‘That vencrable institution struggled for existence during
almost two centuries—and, with all the zeal ot her citizens for educa-
tion, her legislature has not, to this day, given as much to sustain her
Hurvard, as the legislature of Georgia has givento our University.*

The University of Georgia has been chartered only about sixty-—
and, properly organized not much over forty years. The difficulties
attending its organization were many and formidable——and had not a
few such friends as Baldwin, and Jackson, and Milledge, been found to
sustain it by their counscl and influence and wealth it might have
been abandoned.¥

Bat, thoush this Institution be of rcceunt origin, we owe it to the
memory of those who have lahored most assiduously forits organization
and support that & carctul history of' it bhe written., 'We owe it also to
the names of President Meigs, and Brown, and Finley, and Waddel,
and those who were associated with them that their labors and sacrifi.
ces in the cause of knowledge in oue State shall not be unknown.
Our children are taught to read, in our common school-books, of the
picty and self-denial and sacrifices of' the Mathers, and Wheelocks,
and Stiles, and Wetherspoons-—great and good men, to whonm the
cause of virtue and cducation is decply indebted. And while we would
not detract from the praise, deservedly, due to these fathers in learn.

% Presidont Quincy’;TIist. of Harvard University, 2d vol. page 403.
} See Appendix.
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ing, may we not, justly. place by their side the great and good inen,
wio, in our own State, have labored as assiduously, and have made a8
areat sacrifices for the cause of education ?

President Meigs commenced the exercises of the University, when
no College buildings had been erected for the use of the institution.
Recitations were often heard, and lecturesdelivered, under the shade of
the forest ouk-—and for years he had the almost entire instruction
of the College, aided only by a tutor orsone member of one of the
higher classes.  The institution was without library—ivithout appara.
tus—without Professors—without buildings~—without preductive funds !
And yet the President was called upon to instruct from forty to sixty
students—to superintend the ercction of buildings, and, frequently, to
meet the Board of ‘Trustees and the Legislature at a distance from the
seat of the College, leaving the institution under the superintendence
of a tutor, or without any control, but the discretion of inexperienced
youth. And yet, because he didnot,in a few years, call together as
many students as were found at Harvard or Yale, and give to the Col-
lege as high a reputation as was enjoyed by those ancient Sceninaries,
he has been thought by some to have been deficient in zeal and in tal-
ents,

Few men, perhaps, ever labored with more untiring zeal, and unre-
mitted industry, than that faithful pioncer in the cause of learning in our
State. His views uponthe subject of instruction were enlarged, and the
measures which he recommended to the Trustees of the College and
to the Legislature were judicious—such as, fully, to sustain his char-
acter as a man of learning, and one who had carefully studied the sub-
ject of general education.  The only failiare on his part was a failure to
accomplish an impossibility—to build up, without means, a flourishing
College. The Isrealites had nota harder task when required to make
brick without straw, than President Meigs, when, under such circum-
stances, he was required, to raise up, in a few years, an institution
which would compare with those which had been long established,
and well endowed.

The successer of President Meigs was the Rev. John Brown, D. D.,
a most pious and amiable man—an accomplished gentieman, and a
ripe scholar. He hud to encounter not less formidable difficulties
thax his worthy predecessor. When Dr. Brown entered upon the
duties of his office, the late war with Great Britain was impending,
and soon commenced, The whole frontier of the State was threatened
with savage incursions, and the whole coast was exposed to the fieets
and armies of our formidable enemy.  Many of the students belonging
to the institution were called into the service of the country, and the
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military excitement which every where prevailed, prevented a large
nortion of the young men of the State from pursuing their studies pre.
paratory to entering College.

In additicn to all these and other difficultics, the funds of the. Insti.
tution were, almost wholly unproductive—and, like his excellent prede.
cessor, this good man was left without any sufficient means to accom.
plish the work assigned him. Under such circumstances, Dr. Dwight
- couild not have given the institution a respectable standing. Under
different circumstances, Dr. Brown would, doubtless, have raised itto
credit and usclulness.

Of Drs. Finley and Waddel, I need only say, that their names will,
doubtiess, ever stand among the most honored benefactors of the ‘State,
Dr. Finley was a martyr to the College.* But though he wascngaged
in the service of the institution only a short time, he infusgd, during
that brief period, some of his own zeal into the minds of its friends
and trustees, and gave an impulse and an energy to all its operations,
which showed how invaluable his scrvices would have been could his
life have been spared a few years.

The Rev. Moses Waddel, D. D., succeeded Dr., F inley, and for ten
years presided over the University——giving, perhaps, as universal satis.
faction to the Trustees and citizens of the State as any man cver gave
when engaged in the discharge of the dutics of so important a trust.
e accepted the office not for fame orwealth.  Of the former, he had
already acquired, both asa teacher and as a minister of the Gospel, a
measure sufficient to satisfy the most ambitious—of the latter, he had
secured all that he considered necessary or useful to himself and to his
family, The hope that he might be more useful to his fellow.men in
this station than in any other, induced himn, after repeated solicitations
on the part of the friends of the College, to accept the Presidency.
That he was a most devoted friend and servant of the institution—that
he spared no lahor to benefit the State by raising the University to use-
fulness, and that his efforts were crowned with remarkable success,
neced not be published to the citizens of Georgia.,

I should do violence to my own feelings and injustice to departed
orcatness and worth, were I not to mention, in this brief reference to
-the University, the name of Dr. Henry Jackson, for many years one
of its most indefatigable and uscful Professors.  That he was not the
President of the institution was because he would not be. To his

- - - -y = e —— U = e s p——-

* He died of fover, evidently contracted while travelling, during the months
of August and Neptember. in order to raise funds for the purclmsc ofa College

Library, and to arouse the citizens of the State upon the subject of gencral
education.
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reputation as 2 man of learning—to his ability as an instructor—to
his gratuitous services while in Europe, in procuring apparatus, and to
his generous giit of a valuable portion of his library, the University is
largely indebted for its increased reputation and usetulness.

The time and the occasion forbid an attempt to give a history of our
State College—vet such a historv I trust will be given—a history
which I am persuaded will show that our State, when compared with
other States, as to her efforts to establish and sustain the higher insti.
tutions of learning, will not sufier as much as many have apprehended.
In looking at what has been done for the cause of knowledge in our
State, we ought to remember that we are yet in our infancy—~the war-
cry of the savage has hardly ceased from our borders, and over a large
portion of our territory the forest still waves. To {feel that we have
done nothing because our University will not compare with the oldest
institutions of the eountry, in the extent of its library and the number of
its students, is as unrcasonable as it would be for those institutions to
fecl degraded because they are, in these respects, inferior to the most
distinguished Universities in fiurope,® Under all the circumstahces
attending the cfforts of those who have preceded us, they have done
much forthe cause of education—they descrve the thanks of the pre-
sent generation ; and if, according to the circunmistances in which wo
arc placed, we put forth equal encrgy and manifest equal zeal, we
shall deserve well of those who will succeed us.

But we act under very difierent responsibilities from those who have
preceded us, We have now possession of our entire territory—our
population is now in some good degree fixed—the number is rapidly
increasing, and the habiis and feelings of our people are fast forming.
And what ought to alarm and arouse every patriot, is the fact that many
of our people are uneducated, and that this class isincreasing in a fear.
ful ratio!! 'The scenes of a [ew past vears,as well asthe very nature
ot our civil institutions, admonish us, that with an ignorant and vicious
population, these institutions are in imminent danger—and that the
security which we now =o confidently expect from the laws of the count.
try, will Le lost.  The history of the world admonishes us that our
people must be educated or we must subniit to tyranhy—to the tyranny
of the mob first, and finally to the tyranny of despotism to free us from
the more grinding tyranny of the mob. The maintainance of a free
government, while a majority of its subjects are ignerant, is an ab.
surdity, too absurd to be entertained in this enlightened age. To hope
that a representative republic can be sustained, and yvet the majority of

*See Appendix.
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those who exercise the elective franchise be destitute of the very eles
ments of knowledge, is to hope against hope! Our people must bo
cducated—and our people may be educated! We need not despatr—
~our past ecfforts in the cause of general education should not dis.
courage us |

“ We have” net “tried the experiment of public education, under
the most favorable circumstances.” Indeed we have not tried it all,
We have a poorschool system—a system which cannot, which ought
not to succeed in our country. But we have not tried any system of
general education—tho attempts which have been made were too
feeble to be called attempts! We need not, and I trust we shall not
conclude that the State must forever abandon this great and all impor-
tant work! Our people desire a system of universal common.school
education. Devise a plan suited to their wants and they will adopt
and sustain it. Give them the opportunity to educate their children,
and they will embrace it.  Butany plan, to be successful, must be
universal—the name and the principles of the poor school must be
abandoned—xve must open the school room alike to all—in this re-
spect the State must hecome the parent of all—and under her fostering
care all her children must be trained up in knowledge, and be thus
fitted to defend and honor their common parent.

'T'o accomplish this work with success, the State must commit it to
the care of a distinct department of the Government. There must be
an efficient and permanent officer, to whom the whole subject of com.
mon-schools shall be entrusted. There should be at the head of this
department a man who will devote his life to the accomplishment of
the object, and who will consider its accomplishment the most desira.
ble and the most enduring monument which can be erected to his
memory.

We want a man who, by his pen and by his eloquence, can arouse
the citizens of the State to the importance of this subject—~—a man who
would visit, and revisit every county and ncighborhood, and from a
careful knowledge of the peculiar circumstances of each, adapt the
system to the respective wants of all. This would be a work suffi
cient to employ the most eminent talents; and its successful accom.
plishment would ensure a fame sufficient to satisfy the most ambitious.
“Who would not prefer, and greatly prefer, this inscription upon his
tomb, * who, as superintendant of cemmon.schools in &Georgia, suc-
ceeded in putting in successful operation a general system of elemen.
tary instruction”—to this—*¢ who was President of the United States,

and during whose administration the country was most prosperous and
l .
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happy 1" The great work of general education should be commenced
at once, and withthe determination thatit must he accomplished. If
ten vears will not be sufficient for its perfection, twenty shall be de.
votedto it—and if, in twenty yvears, it be only commenced, and one hun.
dred be necessary for its full accomplishment, itmust be urged on until
“ knowledge cover the land.”

But have we the meansto efiect this objeet?  Is not our treasufy
exhausted, and our public domzin all dividled among our citizens ?
Other States are possessed of large school funds—they have made
ample provision for the education of their children. But where can
we find meansto carry on so expensive a scheme of public instruc.
tions ?

Many of our citizens are, doubtless, in error tipon this subject.  The
most ample fund posscssed by any State affords only a mere trifle in
the annual expense of its public education.

Massachusetts has, perhaps, at this time, the most  efiicient and
perfect system of comumon.school instruction in the United States;
her permancnt fund, for this purpose, is about one million of dollars,
and its annual income afiords less than fifty cents to cach child educa-
ted in her public schools.  Connecticut has a fund for this purposc,
amounting to over two millions of dollars. This is the pride and the
boast of the State, and ofien the admiration and almost the envy of
other States.  And vet'this celebrated fund afiords annually, only about
one dollar and forty centsto cach scholar in her public schools. New
York has about two niillions of dellurs vested in a common-school
fund ; andlast vear about soven hundred thousand children attended

her public schools 1 the interest on her school fund afforéing to ench
child about 18 cents!!

Canit be possible that the want of a sum, so inconsiderable as that
afforded by either of the school funds of these States, prevents Geor-
gria from establishing and successfully sustaining a system of public
education ?  No, we want not the paltry sum of 18 cents, given to cach
ot our children, to secure for them the blessing of a respectable edu-
caiion. But we want our peeple to feel the importance of the sulject
——we want our goed nien, end our great men, and our rich men, and
the ruters of the land, and especially every parent and guardian in the
State, to feel a mueh deeper interest, than is now felt, in this subject.
We want some general plan of education, which will aflord its  privi-
leges caually to 2ll.  And with this svetem we want a permanent offi-
cery esclusively, devoted to this business—a  man imbued  with the
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epirit of his station, and possessing such talents as such a work mtfrht
to command, and such talents as the State can furnish.

Gzive us these, and the difficulties, which to many seem numerous,
- would soon ~anish, andthe obstacles which appear so formidable
would be speedily annihilated.

A large portion of our State, when we consider the mildness of its
climate, is as favorable to the maintainance of permanent common.
schools as any State in the Union.  Much the larger portion may “be
laid out into distriets, including a sufficient number of ¢hildren to em.
oy a competent teacher, and yet requiring no child to go an unrea.
gonable distance.

Would it be a reasonable ohjection to a plan of eommen.schools,
that most of the children would he oblizedto go five or six miles each
day? Would such a distance require more bodily exercise thanis
absolutely necessary for the health of our children? Were every
child in the State, who attends school. obliged to rise in the morning
nt sun rise, and travel six miles, would hie not he henefitted rather than
mjured—would Ire not be prepared for the duties of the school far bet.
ter by such exercise, than by the listless hours which too mauny spend
in bed, orthe too violent sports in which othersengage ! T apprehend
the most valuable system of labor.schools whichwe could adopt, would
tie to send our children regularly to n school from 4 to 6 mniles from
home. Qur people may be persuaded that a {few miles distance is 2
matter of no importance in locating the school-lionse. It may be de.
monstrated to them that the State ean be luid  out into districts, thata
school permancntly established in each, would e withina reasonable
distance of nearly all,

We neednot regard any existing eivil or military divisions of the
State—the subject is one of State interest, and should not be em.
barrassed by any lecai considerations,

'Those portions of the State, where the pepulation i3 too sparse to
afford o sufficient number of children, swvithin 2 reasonahle distance
for one school, may easilvbe provided for by the itinerant method.
Hardly a family can be found in any county which will not be within
four or five miles of a fow other funilics.  In that part of the State,
where this sparse population is fennd, the climate is excecedingly mild
and the means for construeting houses, which would be comfortable
for a few scholars, are abundant and cheap.  An intellizent teacher,
spending his time, alternately, between two of these schools containing
cach only halt the usnal numberof scholars, or suecessively with three
or four, containing only one.thind or one-fourth the number of children,
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generally founu in schaols, would, probably, benefit them ncarly as
much ns though his whole timo were spent with all united. But
should such anarrangement not meet the views of the citizens, they
might doubtless be induced to make provision for the boarding of their
children, in turn, within the reach of the several school houses, and
thereby have all instructed at the samoe time, though successivelyat
different places.

A well digested common.school system of cducation—onc which
would be universal in its operation, would be productive of great con.
venicnce tothe citizens generally, as well as diminish the expenses
attending the present method of sustaining schools through the State,
That our private schools are both inconvenient and erpensive, as well
as exceedingly imperfect, is acknowledged by all. Teachers are usually
unwilling to engage in the business of giving instruction for a shorter
period than a year. Parents must, therefore, bear the expense of the
yearly tuition, and the loss of the services of the child, during any por-
tion of the yearin which those services might be much needed. This
loss is, to many, an important consideration, ard one which deters num-
bers from educating their children, Many of the children and youth of
the State are never sent to school, because their parents or guardians
cannot have the privilege of doing this when it would be most consist-
ent with their interests, and for such periods as suit the circumstances
in which they are placed. This large and increasing class are there-
fore permiited to grow up in ignorance—are subject to all the moral
disabilitics incident to a want of knowledge, and deprived of all that
large share of happiness, which, in this age, comes to the man of com.
mon education. The burden, therefore, of sustaining schools, at pre.
sent falls upon a few, and falis upon them too with all the inconve.
nience of the vearly system.

Had we schools permanently established and limited to a suitable
length of time, and that time fixed to suit the convenience of the citi-
zens, the expenze of the whole public education would not be as great
as that attending our present private, partial and very imperfect system.

It is said that we have not, and cannot now obtain suitable teachers
for our common schools. Buta judicious system of public instruction
would raise up teachers among us—it would hold out an inducement to
miny poor young men to prepare themselves for this service-—a service
which weuld soon repay them for the expenses incurred in preparing
themselves for it, and give them a profession in which they could, with
lees difficulty, support themselves, than they now can In the ordinary
pursuits of life. Such a system of public education would call to the
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school.house many who are now anxious to advance still furthier in the
road to knowledge, hut who find themseives wholly destitute of the
means—it would ultimately bring furth thousands of young men from
the humble walks of life, who, hut for such a system, would forever
remain in obscurity, and who, under its fostering influence, would he
prepared to honor and to bless the State. ' What isnow doing in other
States may be done in our own. ‘To say that our citizens will not, when
properly enlightened upon the subject, sustain a system of public edu-
cation is, I trust, a libel upon their intelligence and their patriotism.
Ally Yapprehend, which is now necded, is, the united and persevering
efforts of those who feel that this is a subject of vital importance to
the welfare of the State.

OunLegislature must be approached with petitions, and, if necessary,
with remonstrance—our men of learning and influence must unite in
pressing this subject upon our people—our towns and cities and literary
societies must come forward, and, with united zeal and united counsel,
aid in arousing public attention, and in enlightening the public mind,
until the public shall act upon the Legislature, and the Legislature shall
respond to that action by cheerfully adopting, and patiently and perse-
veringly carrying out some general plan of useful instruction.

And might not the Historical Socicty of Georgia move in this matter,
and exert an important influence upon our people and upon our Legisla.
ture ? I am aware, gentlemen, that this subject may seem to have
little connection with the object of your association. But if it have
not now an important connectjon with the grand object of your society,
it will be an imporfant subjéct for the pen of our future historian. The
honor and prosperity, if not the independence of Georgia, will, T doubt
not, depend in no small degree, upon the course which the present gen.
eration pursucs with respect to this subject. The chartered rights
which we have received from our ancestors cannot be preserved with.
out that intellizence which is the only safeguard of rational feedom.

The venerable arch upon which our constitution is inscribed, cannot
be supported when its firm pillars are removed. The firmest of the
three is now crumbling. The sccond already trembles upon ite base,
and the sacred instrument must soon be precipitated from its proud
height, and become but the broken fragments of a once glorious mon-
ument !

And might not Savannah, which has often taken the lead, and never
withheld her aid in all that tends to the honor and wellare of our State,
set also the example in the noble cause of general and systematic and
permanent cducation? Ier citizens may reflect with pleasure upon
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the institation and the honorable efforts of the Georgia Historieal
Society—a society which has already brought to light many facts and
rescued many records trom impending  destraction, which tend, in a
high degree, to tllustrate the history of the State, and to make known
the virtues and the nobledeeds of an ancestry worthy to be the founders
of a great State. Savannah may rejoice at the triumph of her citizens
in apeoing to the taterior of the State a great highway, over which
are brought to her wharves the various produets of industry and of art,
and upon which are daily returned to the doors of our people the ne-
cessaries and conveniences and luxuries of life, which have bdéen
received in exchange for the fruits of their own lubor.

Her inhabitants may also point, with grateful hearts, to her sacred
temples and her schools and seminaries of learning—institutions
where their children are blest with instruction, which fits them for use-
fulness and honor in life——temples in which they are taught the pure?
and sublime preeepts of that religion which, with the blessing of God,
will prepare them for higher and holier and nobler emplovment. With
more than pleasure can the favored inhabitants of this city recur to
that unambitions, yet most usetul association, which has so long, by
its charities, Gried the orphan’s tears, and trained the friendless chil-
dren of poverty to virtue and honor.  Such a union as your benevolent
Union Society has efiected, and such blessings as that union has pro-
duced on one worthy the great and good men to whose wisdom and
charity ii owes its origin, and of those generous descendants and their
worthy coadjutors who are still s0 unitedly and successfully accomplish.
ing its praiseworthy, benevolent objecet.  And with still more pleasure
raay the inhabitants of this highly favored city, behold the cfforts of
their wives and daughters, in finishing the good work which others had
left undone—going out in obedience to the command of their “ Master”
and compelling the children of poverty and ignorance to come and
partake of the blessings of knowledge, which their charity has pro-
vided. Would that the State would take pattern froin the ladies of
your city, and imitate their noble exampre by providing a free school
for all its children! Do not the poor and the fatherless, who are scat-
tered over the State, need the advantages of knowledge and the bless.
ings of education as much as those of yourcity? Should not the State
become a great Union Society—should not a general system of public
free schools be provided, so that all her children may be rescued frons
ienorance, and under her fostering, parental care, be raised to uscful-
ness and honor?

And with no small pleasure can the citizens of Savannah turn over
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the records of State legislation upon the subject of education in all its
departments. 'Those records bear ample, Fonorable testimony to the
liberal and patriotic views which the representatives of your city and
county have ever catertained upon this important subject. In-all the
conflicts of political parties, the representatives of Chatham have
known no party feelings upon the subject of education. They have
ever rallied to the rescue, when any of the institutions of learning
needed their aid; and it has long since become an axiom with the
friends of the State University, when inquiring to whom that ingtitution
might lock for support, that the representatives of Chatham neced not
be doubted.  And often, in the hour of need, has that seminary been
indebted, in no small degree, to your representatives for, if not its
cxistence, at least for much of that assistance which it has received
from the Legislature, and by means of which it has been enabled to
accomplish much of what it has thus fur eflected.

And I will again ask, may not, will not your city come forward in
the great and all important work of general education? Can she not
in her wisdom devise, and by her public spirit and patriotism cause to
be put in operation, a system which will uitimately bring the blessings
of education withinthe reach of every child in our State? May she
not, by her efforts and by her example, excite other portions of the
State to emulation, and thus arouse the energies of our people, until
every citizenof Georgia can read the constitution of his country—until
no freeman of Geergia shall be unable to write his own ballot when
about to give his vote for the rulers of the country ?

There may be many difficultics which must be overcome to secyre
the blessings sought. But the difficultics, however numerous, will be
few, compared with the numberless blessings which in rich variety
would be spread over the State. There may be many obstacles which
st be removed, before the object of the friends of learning can be
fully attained. But are these obstacles insurmountable—are they so
formidable as to appal the philanthropist and the patriot?  Are they as
{ormidable as those which have been overcome by the energy  of this
city in effecting her great work of internal imprevement.

‘The importance of some cheap and direct communication to the in-
terior of the State was long since perceived by many, and urged upon
the consideration of the people and of the legislature. The difficul.
ties also in the way of this important work were scen and acknowl.
edged to be neitheir few nor small,

Inced not mention the disappointments and discouragements to
which this city and the people of a large portion of the State were sub.
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funds.  Had the friends  of internal improvement despoired under
these tailures and disappointments—had they finaily concluded that,
desirable as might he the object, it could not be accomplished, the city
of Oglethorpe would at this timo exhibit little of thatincreased pros-
perity which it enjovs and a large portion of the State, unblest with
the meoans of disposing of the fruits of their industry, would present
much less of that growing wéalth which now marks the wisdom of
vour policy, and shows how rich may be blessings which spring from
an energy of purpose, not weakened by discouragements, nor paralyzed
by repeated failures. |

But what are the blessings, rich and varied: as they evidently are,
which your city enjovs, and which the State reaps from yoar wise and
successful system of internal improvement, compared with the bless-
ings which city and country would reap from a wise and successfyl
system of general education ? The moral power which would thus
be put in operation and the economical eflects which would result from
its operation upon the production of wealth, and from the consumption
of ohjects of foreizn commerce and of domestic manufactures which
must pass through your city, would be incalculable.,

The increased prosperity and wealth of your city would, I donbt not,
cxceed ina far higher degree even its present highly flourishing con-
dition, than the force of your most powerful locomotive exceeds that of
the humble animal which draws the rudest cart to your market.

An uneducated people will be an indolent people—~an uneducated
veople will be a wasteful people—wasteful in the use of even the ener-
eries which it possesses—uwastelul in the consumption of the few pro-

ducts which it creates, and utterly regardiess of the prosperity of
others.

The natural resources of that part of our State whose products must
rass through or be consumed in this place—are incalculable. With
an intelligent and industrious population, such a population as the
country under proper culture could support, the business and the wealth
of Savannah would increase an hundred fold. No one can cast his
eye over the map of the State, without seeing that the country which
must depend on Savannah for a market, and upon which Savannah
must depend, for its greatness, is capable of making her a great city.
How much would its business be augmented, were even the county of
Chatham as highly cultivated and as thickly inhabited as the common
districts of Belgium and Holland? And why should not every part, not
only of this county, but of almost every county in the State, be as thickly
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dotted with intelligent and industricus inhuabitants us the countrics to
which I have alluded. Aro our swamps and morasses more inviting
than were those of Holland in the days of Cwmsar? Are our pine
-barrens less susceptible of improvement thon were then many coun:
tries in Europe, which are now highly cultivated ! Can we believe
that a large portion of thut vast territory which borders cur seaboard
and that through which your Rail Road runs, were designed by the
Creator for barren wastes? - Shall most of the large counties which
surround this city, continue in their present condition? - Must they
support ounly a meagre population—such as is now scattered over
them? Must their descendants, generation after generation, pass
away unblest with the advantages of an education, which would arouse
their energies and excite to industry and economy-—to wealth andto a
still higher degree of civilizationund refinement ! I'trust not! for the hon-
or a nd prosperity of our State, Ibelieve not! Mustthe healthful regions
of the Northern part of our State with their rich vallies and their fer.
tile hills, be longer neglected? Must the hardy yeomanry of that
portion of the commonwealth be longer, and still longer, deprived of
the means of raising their children to a level with these of more favor-
cd portions of the State, and ot the confederacy? They may not now
pour into our piblic treasury, the same amount of taxes which come
from the miore wealthy parts of the State.  But let war invado our
soil, and they will, they must, uccording to the laws of the country,
pour out much more of thetr blood to defond the possessions  of these
who are now enjoyving, in so high a degree, the blessings of education,
and the refinements which spring from  wealth, We greatly err,
wlien we suppese this section of our country, incapable of u highdegree
of culture. Is physical resources are incalculable, and its moral sus.
ceptibilities well worthy the {irst care of our government.

Educate its sons, elevate its inhabitants, by showing them the value
of knowledge, and you will soon preduce a population which will turn
those now barren hills into fruitful fields, and those rich vailies into tho
very garden spots of the State.

Your Savannah would then be covered <with boats, laden with the
products of their soil, and your Rail Road weuld teem with cars
treighted with the fruits of their manufacturing industry and skill.

Cultivate their intellect, and you will cultivate their soil, you wiil
put in cperation all the arts which harmeonize and bless lite.

Weke prood clementary schools in - operation only four months each
vear, in every portion ofthu commonwealth, how different would soon

. . - A
he the state of the country and how vast the increase in the businees of
:j‘
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every section of the State, and especially the business of our principal
towns and cities !

In the present advanced state of science and the arts, it is not diffi.
cult to infuse into elementary instruction so much knowledge of the
science of agrviculture, and of the mechanic arts, as to inspire the
young with the desire for further knowledge and for improvements in
all the departments of life. But now it is saddening to the heart of the
patriotand the christian, to obScrve the indiiference manifested by
multitudes with respect toaimost every thing which can bless and
adorn life! There is an apathy upon the subject of education and
the improvements in the a1ts and in agricolture, which is far more fatal
to our prosperity as a State, than all the causes which the imagination
of the demagogue has ever presented to our people.

Our peeple must be aroused, they must be educated before any thing
like generai prosperity can be expected—before our towns will flour-
ish—before our Rail Roads and Steam Boat Companies will prosper
—-before our city~—1I shall be pardonedthe term, she must be our city,~
will become what nature designed her—what her great and good found-
er designed her, and what every enlightened patriot of the State would

rejoice to see her—a great emporium, of a great, and intelligent, and
prosperous people.
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Pace Gth.

Bince the printing of the first sheets of this address, I have received 2 let-
ter from my estecmed friend and former pupil, JoxaTnax Apans, M. D., of
Meriwether county, giving me some facts relative to the adventure of his
father, to whose services I have alluded on the 6th page. From the informa-
tion given meo by Dr. Apasis, I findI have not stated correctly the history of
that expedition. I heard the General speak of it many years since, and at the
time, took nomemorandum. The following is a concise, and, I apprehend,
correct account: In September, 1793, the {rontier settlements, and espe-
cially those of Hancock and Green, were thrown inte alarm by the hostile
incursion of the Creek Indians. It was belicved by many to be very import,
ant that an attack should, at once, be made upon these ém'uges in their own
territery. But there were orders of the Lixecutive oy the subject which
seemed to forbid the officers in command of the militia from effecting any such
purpose. . Gen. Apays (thena Major) and his friends considered the emer-
gency so pressing, that he determined to lead a company into the territory of
the hostile Creeks. Seventy-five or eighty men immediately started, as most
of them supposed, in pursuit of some marauding bands, and followed them
through what are now Putnam and Jasper counties, to the Ocmulgee river,
There the design of the expedition was made known to all; and as the lead-
ers and the principal men were determined to go on, the others were unwilling
to return, especially through such an Indian country. "They pursued their
march, and on the 21st of Seplember, late at night, reached the cast bank of
the Chattahoochee, and by the barking of dogs and other indications, found
themselves opposite an Indian village. They were ignorant of the river, of
the country, and strength of the enemy : but knew timat an exhibition of their
own werkness would ensure their destruciion.  Adams, therefore, proposed
to one or two of the compuny to explore the river, and, it possible, make their
way acraoss, and learn the situation of the town and the best mode of attack.
The attempt was made, and all tailed of reaching the opposite bank but Adams.
He succeeded, and alonie, accomplished the ovject—wvas driven from the midst
of the town by the dogs—returned to his own men—led them across the
river—destroyed the town, killed most of the warriors, captured some thi;;y
or forty of their women, and led his men safe again to the other side of the
river, and finally, with only onc killed, salely howe, through a wilderness of
more than 150 miles. ‘This was the first expedition of the whites into the
territory beyond the Chattahoochee, and was belicved to have been followed
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by a most {avorable impressicn upan the ravagez.  'The Indian town destroyed
was about six miles above what is now West Point. Troup county, and is stil}
known as the burnt village.

Piace 14th. -

I ' had determined to throw into this Appendix a considerable amount of
wtatistical information concerning the Academies in different parts of the
State.  Much which I expected  to obtain has not been procured—in some
instances because I have not been able to ask for it, and in others because I
could not obtainit. But Iind, thatthe more I become acquainted with the
history of these institutions, the more fully am I persuaded of the truth of
the remarks made on the 14th page, concerning them. In almost every part
pf the State, where there are students to be educated in such institutions, the
inhabitants have been liberal in the erection of buildings and in the support
of teachers. We have. at this time, many Academies well conducted, and
the teachers liberally sustained by the tuition of pupils. Had we good ele-
mentary schools, « much larger number of pupils would, doubtless, be found
in Academies~—the children of the country would be incited to the pursuit of
knowledge by the impulse given to them in these primary institutions—parents
“would be urged on tothe education of their children by secing the improve-
ment of their minds, and by reflecting upon the advantages arising from this
improvement.

How long will the citizens of our State slumber over the most, by far the
mest important, sabject which can engage their attention and employ their
legislature ? Is not this a subject concerning which all can agree ? a subject,
with respect to which, party politics and sectional jealousies need not exist?
That our penple are disposed to sustain good Academies, when the advantages
of such institutions are urged upon them, is fully proved by the ease with
which almost any individnal possessing talentsand respectability, can succeed
in persuading the citizens of a county or a neighborhood to establish such a
seminary. What immense sums of money have been expended in our State
during the last thirty vears in building houses and in furnishing the means
for giving instructions in these institutivns, Iam aware that the zeal of pa-
trons often languishes, and that these houeesand these means are too often
permitted to remain useless—only the monuments of the former zeal and of
the present apathy of our citizens. Bat let the education of the State be a
distinet department of the Government, and the officer having the control of
this department be 2 man of zeal and energy and ability, and this apathy
would be prevented--these walls of science would not be dilapidated.

PaGE 21st.

There is no truth more fullv established, concerning the carly history of
the State of Georgia, than that its most distinguished citizens early resolved
to make the education of our ;i2ople a prominent subject in the administra-
tion of the Government. It stands out in bold relief upon our institutions,
and upen the early Jegiclation of the country. The education of the wholo
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people was the object at which they aimed, and the measures which they ad.
opted, show the purity of their motives and the andent desires which they
felt upon this great national subject.  No one can fail, upon looking over the
records of our legislation, to see with what disinterested feelings the great and
good men who controled the destinies of our State during the struggle for
independence and immediately succeeding that eventful period, devoted them-
selves toits generalinterests, irrespective of all sectional partialities. I have
said the difficulties attending the organization of the University, were many
and formidable. This may he seen by recurring to the condition of the coun-
try, when it was resolved to establish such an institution. The location of
the principal seminary, was a subject of no small difficulty. For the con-
venience of the then population it should have been placed in a very differ-
ent part of the State from that which was sclected. The men, however, who
had influence in the councils of the country looked to the ultimate welfare of
the commonwealth. They had, as far as I can discover, no difference of
apinion on this subject, farther than as to what would be for the best interests
of the State when all our territory should be obtained, and the whole country
covered with an intelligent population. By casting the eye over the map of
the State, it will be seen that the seat of the University, was at the time of
its selection, just upon the northwestern boundary of our territory—it was per-
haps the most inconvenient location {or the then population which could have
becn selected-—it was just upon the Indian territory, far removed from the
principal population, and almost inaccessible from want of roads or any pub-
lic conveyances to and {rom it. Had the Indian title to the lands farther north
and west been extinguished, the University would doubtless have been loca-
ted still farther west.  And yet, notwithstanding the location was so incon-
venient, the friends of learning in the low country, reuadily acquiesed in the
sclection, and united heartily in endeavoring to organize and put it in opera-

tion. The records of the Trustees and the Senatus Academicus, and the
Legislature, show that all the distinguished men ofthe State, were united in
endeavoring to carry out this important measure. The funds of the University,
however, were very small, when the Legislature and the Trustees determined
to commence the institution. No lands belonging to it were thought suitable
for a scat of the College. And when one was selected on 6th of July, 1801,
by a committee consisting of Geo. Walton, Abraham Baldwin, John Milledge,
John Twigpgs, and Hugh Lawson, Gov. Milledge generously purchased the

tract of land at a cost of about 1000 dollars, and made it a donation to the in-
stitution. On this land, it is well known, the town of Athens has been prin-
cipally built,and from the sale of lots the Trustees have derived probabiy
not less than 30,000 dollars. When the Board determined to commence a
building suitable for suchan institution, the funds at their disposal were
wholly inadequate, nor was the State at that time able to make any largeap-
propriation for sucha purpose. The institution very soon became involved
in debt, thewvork was obtained, only, at very high prices, and for many years
the Trustees labored under peculiarly embarrassing  circumstances, A roe
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~ epectable number of officers could not be sustained, the College building al-
ready commenced could not be finished without incurring a still heavier debt,
and the institution could not be suspended witheut jeopardizing its oxistence.
Under these circumstances, Baldwin, Jackson, Milledge, Early, the Hous-
tons, the Habershams, Clay, Few, Brownson, Taliafero, Stephens, Walton,
Jones, and indeed sl the distinguished and leading men in the State, perse-
vered in their determination to establish a respectable institution. Though
the College wasin its infacy and had few advantages, Gov. Jacksan, then
probably, by far the most popular man in the State, scent his sons to it to re-
ceive their education. His example and that of other distinguished men had
a large influence in inducing others to send theirsons. For many years the
institution labored under difficulties which swould have defeated the design of
its distinguished founderg, had not its early friends resolved that the State
must and should have a College of its own. Itiscnsof the most intcresting
portions of our history to see with what zeal and perseverance the pgreat
men of the Statelabored {cr such a length of time, and under such adverse
circumstances, to establish a literary Institution which they believed would
uitimately be an honor and a blessing to their country.

If there be any subject concerning which many of the early patriots of
Georgia, may be said to have boen disinterested, it is that of the Univerisity. -
A large portion of the citizens, in the first settlement of the country, felt that
they could not enjoy any immediate, direct, advantage from an institution of
this kind,and were unwilling that the State should sustain it. The College
was therefore very unpopular. And vet the principal men of the State often
ricked their popularity in itg support. And this has been true with the men
of all parties, down evento the present day.

Pice 24th.

Georgia has often been represented as more inattentive to the great inter-
ests of education than almost any other State in the Union—a statement
which does great injustice to our citizens. A correct history of our State
will show that those who have preceded us have done much for the cause of
education—a full statement of all which has becn given by the citizens of the
State would, doubtless, surprise many. I cannot at this time give a history
of what has been done by our citizens in the caunse of education. A few
instances will, however, be sufficient to sustain me in the remark, that we have
not been as utterly regardless of the interests of knowledge as many sup-
pose. A number of our Academies have respectable, and some of them very
ample endowments ; the result of both legislative aid and private liberality.
Meson Academy, at Lexington, Ogletliorpe county. received from ten to fif
teen thousand dollars, a permanent endowment from the individual whose
name it bears. The Burke county Academy has a permanent fund of more
than seven thousand dollars, and within a few years the citizens of this county
have given to other institutions probably over §20,000. The Richmond Aca-
demy has buildings and library and apparatus worth, probadly, 330,600—an
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annuity {rom real estate amounting to $1600, and Bank stock to the amount
of 812,000, besides lands which are rapidly increasing in value. Here, also,
i8 & Medical College endowed by the State to the amount of perhaps $35,000,
and possessing buildings, apparatus, library, and the usual means for con-
ducting such an institution, to the smount of §50,000. This institution is
now well established, and justly meriting and largely receiving the patronage
of the State and other States. The Chatham Academy has large and valua-
ble buildinge, and funds sufficient to sustainan institution of superior charac-
ter. Inthevillage of Washington, there is, besides the Male Academy, which
has always been well sustained, a female institute of very high character, {or
the establishment of which the citizens of that county have come forward
with libera] subseriptions. « They have a beautiful building and library, and
apparatus sufficient to render it an institution of high order. In La Grange,
"Troup county, are Academies, both male and {emale, upon which the inhabi-
tants of that village and county have expended large sums, and where hun-
dreds of both sexes have {or years enjoyed superior advantages for instruce
tion. No one can visit these and many other Academies and High Schoals,
which are found in all our older and tiickly sedtled counties, without secing
that a large amount has been expended by our citizens for purposes of educas-
tion. The Montpelier Institute, under the patronage of the Episcopal church
in Geergia, has probably cost $20,000 in its cstablishment. One individual
gave $10,000. The Female College at Macon has probably cost not less than
§70,000. Yor the establishment and endowment of Emory College, there
have been raised between 80 and 8100,000, Ior the establishment and en<

dowment of Oglethorpe University between 80 and 8100,000. For the estab-
~ lishment and endowment of Mercer University and a Theclogical Seminary,
between 150 and §200,000 have been given.  The citizens of Georgia have
given to the Theolopical Seminary at Columbia, 8. C., about §60.000. To
Rendolph Macon College, N. C., §10,000. 'To the Columbian College, D.C.
$25,000. To the Theological Seminary at Princeton, N. J., 825,000. To
the Theological Seminary at Andover, Mass., a considerable amount—how
much ! am unable to say, as I have received noanswer to an inquiry touching
that subject, which 1 addressed to one of its Professors. 1 know that Mr.
John Whitehead of Burke county gave 82500. \We have here lor the pur-

pose of establishing institutions of learning, private subscriptions by the
citizens of Georgia, and that within a few years, to the amount of more than
£600,000. Ihave mentioned only a sinall part which has been given for this
purpose in the State, Uur people are not—they never have been, regardiess
of this subject—but from our peculiar situation, we have thus far failed to
unite and concentrate the action of our whole people. They have the ability
and the disposition to spread the light of knowledge over our State, Let
them be properly enlightencd, and they will come {orth with an energy which
will overcome all obstacles. That our University has not accomplished more
is undoubtedly a source of regret to every friend of knowledge—that it has
accompliched as much as it has, is, perhaps, a causa of rejoicing to all its
riends. It will not be denicd by any onc, that this Institution has been grad-
ually advancing in use{ulness since its fupds have been sufficient to sustain
the expenses necessarily incident to a respectable College.  These expenees
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are much lurger than many, who huve lid noesperionce in tho lllnlitlgﬂnwn‘
of such institutions apprehend.  Thoe University of Georgiu had for un on-
dowment 40,000 actos of lnnd, located by the Snrvoyors in what dre now Han-
rock, Green, Oglothorpo, Clark, Jackson, ¥Franklin, and in the ‘fork of the.
'"ugnlo nnd Senecn rivors, By tho treaty of Beantort, the last tract was lost
by tulling into the State of South Caroling,  "Thus, 5000 ucros, equal in valuo
to tnore than one-cighth of the endowment of the University was wholly
lost,  The remaining lands were long unsaleable, nnd enuld not be rented for
any valuablo cunsith'rution. The country was new, lands abundant and
cheap—nuch, even of u good quality, conld be obtained by merely surveying
itand pnying the fees for grouting,  The lunds, theretore, of tho Univarsity,
could not be made availuble for uny vatluable purpose, and the T'rustees wero
unable to commence the institution.  Noue of the lands helonging to tho
Univarsity wera sold until 1803, and then only u small portion and at o low
prico.  Most of them remained unsold und unproductive till 1816, whon they
were nearly all sold, und 100,000 vested in Bunk stock, as o permanent fund
for the support of the institution. The Legislature, in consideration of tho
Inrge amount of bonds for these lands over the $100,000, guaranteed that
this permanent fund shonld yicld annually eight per cent.

The College wus nearly suspended trom 1816 to 1819, und by aid of the
surplus fonds, during this peried, the debts of the institution were paid, the -
buildings repaired, the small Iihmri,' increased, and the Philosophical and Che-
mical Apparatus, greatly enlarged.  From this period the Institution began
to assume a respectable stand—its students incereased--the Board obtained the
services of a respectable number of officers, and continually enlarged tho
Library and Apparatus,

The first Comimnencement was on Thursday the 31st May 1804,  The ex-
ercises were held uder anarbour, erected iu the eampus—the number of grad-
uates was nine. Of these 4 ure now living, viz: Col. Gibgson Clark, Gen.
Jeptha V. Harris, Col. Wi, H, Jackson, and Jammes Jackson, ut present Pro-
fessor of Chemistry and Natural History, in the University.  The Hon. Au-
eustus 8, Clayton one of its 1nost untiring {ricuds, to the day of his death,
was also a member of this cluss,  Thomas frwin, Jared Irwin, Robeit Ruth-
erford nnd Williim Willinmmson, were the, four remaining members. The
whole number of graduates is 533, among whom are found o large number of
our most useful and distinevished citizeis,

The University has buildings which have cost perhaps 76 or 80 thousund
dollurs. It has o very extensive and complete Philosophical Apparatus—i
grood Chemical Labratory—a larae Mineral Cabinot, and a very neatl Bo-
tanic Garden.  These have costatleast 25,000 dollars. It hasa Library ot
very valuable books to the numnber of about 8 thousand volumes, which have

. cost at least 20,000 dollars, The two Literary Socities, have Libraries
arnounting to abont Jthousand volumes, The officers of the University are
now a President, six Professors and two Tutors,  Congidering all the civeum-
stances, may it not o aaid that its Trustees huve done much—that they have
not betrayed their trust—and that though the State may not have done us
niuch as many friends of learning could desire, she has done more than many
apprehend—more than many States which are supposed to have been very lib-
cral in their endowinent and support of seminaries of learning? It is true,
that the citizens of the State, as individuals, have given bat little to this In-
stitution. It has nof been the recipicnt of such legacies and donations as have
been bestowed upon the older Collezes.  But may not the liberality of our
citizens which has been so {ree towuards other and private seminarics, bo yet
turned towards this 7 .\nd since so much has been done by the Trusteee to
ciarry out the designs of its patriotic, and entirhtened founders, may we not
reasonably supposc that the State will hereafter appropriate to it whatever
may be necessary to pluce it by the sile of the mo-t fuvored, and  useful Col-
leges in the lond, :
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