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HE original End, and Defign of Colleges 
was to Inftruct, Educate, and Train up 
Perfons for the Work of the Miniftry. 
The Council of Cabilone, A. D. 8 I 3. 

Decreed, 'fhat the Bi/bops jhould Conflitute Schools, or 
Colleges, in which the DoUrines of Scripture jhollld ue 
taught. and fuch may be Educated, of whom it may 
be defcrvedly Jaid, ~y the Lord, Ye are the Salt 
of the Earth; and who may teach the People, &c. 
Harduini ColleCtio Conciliorum, Vol. 4. P. 103'2. 

A Houfe with the Appendages, in which Students 
live, and fiudy, under the lnftruction and GIJvern
ment of a Prefident, &c . . is called a College. And 
if fuch a Poi.itical State 'is formed, or even de
figned to be formed, it is· called a College il1 Re-

A ·2 .ptltalion, 
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~"aii()n. bef(:)J"c the Houfe is actually built. Cole 4; 
Reports 106, and- 10, 33. 

, He who fil'tt l1t'1dertltke$ to Form, _ Eftablilh and 
Order n College, and gives fome/bing for the Be
ginning of it, is called the Founder, Woods Infiilutes, 

. p. I J 3· Col.e 1-. Rtp. 33. 'Who commonly de
c1are~ fome fpecial Ddign, and make fome Slatutes 
and Orders, for the future Regulati)o of it; which 
are always to be im.:iolably, and Jacredly obferv'd l 

hy the fuccefilve Goverr.ors. My Lord Chief Juftice 
Hole fays, 'fhat Colleges, (lnd HoJpitals, (lrc u:holly 
juljea to tbe 1 (!'TJ)S, Rules, Statutes, an I Ordinances 
which the Founder ordains; (wd to tic Vijitor whom 
he appoints. Raymonds H.eports, Vol. 1. p. 8. 
Phjllips's v, Betry, 1694. And fo fays Hilliop 
Stilt,.ngjleet~ in his SPC:'( ch in the Houfc- 'of Lord~ •. 
Vol. 3-P. 87 8 l~tatf-(ttlm rremplario1 tim. I i Edward 
2., fays, " That the Godly and \\' orthy \'\'ill of 
"the Givers, (i. (', The FOllrc tr s ) is 
"always to be obferv'd, pcrform'd and rcligi
oun y txecuted. J J See Cde 8 Rep. J 32 • PM, OIlS 

Statutes . 

. When King James 2. comnnndcd tbe Fellows 
of Magdalene Coll·ge, to (hoofe Mr. Farmer, for, 
their Prtiident, they reftlftd to do it; . b{eat/!e be . 
was 1Jot qualified, according to the Statutes ej the 
Founder; which, they (elY, I hey were bcund in 
Duty, (ll1d COI1Jeience to obfirve; and this Point of 
Law is fo Jacred, that they were juflified, even in 
Difobedience ·to th ~ King. Complete lli}l.· oj 
England. Vol. 3· Coke. 1 I Rep, 73. 

If 
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If the }'ounder -of a College, . aCts in his -pri·vate 
Capaciiry, then his Heirs, and if in. a public Ca· 
pacity, or Body potiEick, then his or. t,heirSuccejfors 
are called Vifitors.; and have Power to fee that the , 

Ddign, and Statutes of the EQltJtder, .are obferv'd;' 
Jacob's Law Ditl.Woods InjiiJ. p. 115. 

-

A Number of College:.;, together under one 
coml1}Ol) Govermem, by a ChunceIIor, is called a 
Uni·verfity. Yet, one ) Jrge, and - well governed 
College, havit1g no other in the f~me City, has -the 
Name, and PrivH~ges ofa Univerfity; as in Dublin, 
(ll1d Glafgow. 

Colle ges have b~en Efiahlifhed in the prefent 
Form, about 5')0 -Years. Before that Time, l'er~ 
fons 'WtT': ordinarily: trained _ up for the Mioil'try. 
by the Clergy~ in the Monafteries; whieh in fome 
l'lw:s, by (irgrecs, grew up into Colleges. They 
Lting of a religiuus Nature, and Ddign; were fnr 
many Years, dtabhOled by Powel5, ilnd Ch,Htcr~, 
grantcd hy the Eccldiafl.ical Authority. Bd110P 
~)tillit;gBtct rays, tbey were at fir) f:t up by the 
Ri/bots; as c;ppcars by many Decrees oj Councils, 
abcut tbtl 'J;me ofCbaries tbe great; who WlS a 
grt'at Patron of Learning. See Harduiri Collee. 
Coneil. Vol. 5, p. 9+, and 490. Stillingfleet's 

7 k V .;/ \\ or, 01. 3, p. 883._ 

None were aimitted into any O:nce, of In(lruc
tion, or Government, but Miniflers; and few to be -
Students, but fuch 'lS were probably deGgn'd for 
the Mini!1ry. After fome Years, Charters were . 
gr;tnted by the civil Authority, with addition:l!-\ 

t'O\~ trs ' 

, 
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Powers, and Privileges. . And finee the' Reforma
tion, it has been refolv'd, that the Conllitution of 
Colleges, depends on the civil Powen, tho' in 
the Hands of Ecclefiaftical Per[ans,' for Spiri
tual Purpofes. Bithop Stillingfket p. 884, fays, a 
Corporation, takes it's Denomination, from the 
greater Number; and therefore the Unive'fjilieJ, flrc 
ejleemed, Parts oj the Ecc/ejirjlical Body. So Dr. 
Ayliff . Hilt. Univedity of Oxford, Vol. 2. p. 52. 
Every Collrge, or Univerfity, is a dijlintl Corpora
tion, or Government, by it felf, under the fupreme 
civil Authority, and hath Power to choofe their 
own Officers, and to make their own Laws, and 
have Juri/diCtion in all Caufes Ecclefiaftical, and 
Civil, . ( except Felony, Mayhem, and Freehold, ). 
wbere any Member of the Univerjity is (oncern'd. 
Woods Inftil. p. 54-8, Jacobs Law Dit/ionary. Bithop 
Stillingjleet p. 883. The Vice-Chsncellor is velled 
with an Ep~.'Copal Power, over the Univerfity; and 
is Subjrtt, to no EccIefiaftical Authority, but the 
j\rch-Hifhop of Canterbury. Woods 1nft. 549. Annals 

.of Univetjity Collrge, 15T. 

Colleges, are Religious Societies, of a Superior 
Nature to all others. For whereas Parifhes, are 
Socirtie~, for training up [he common PeDple; Colleges, 
are Societies of Minijlers, for training up Perfons 
for the Work of [he Minijlry. And therefore all 
thEir Religious 1njlmCiions, fYorjhip, and Ordinanres, 
(lre carried on, witbin their own JuriJdiflion, by 
their flWll O./ftars, and under their own Regulatioll. 
As mof( fully appears, by the Sratutes of the Uni
verfity of Uxford, at large, Titulo. 16. containing 
variolls Orders, and Rrgulations, for that Purpofe. 

. Jacob's 
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Ja(ob's 'Law DlcH6n~ry, und~r the' ~ord Ckappel,' 
fays" That the partlcular Colleges, In the Uni
" verfities, have Chappels belonging to them, which 
" are c()nfecrated, and the: are admini
U fired' in them, yet they', are ,not, Subjett to the 
" Hilbop, but to the Founder. " SeeaJfo Fullers 
Rift. of the Uni'Uerjily of Campridge p. 33, 38,80; 
140 , 155· ' ' , 
• 

, 
, " 

, The U niverfities, in Scotland, ,have as great, ' or 
greater Pri,vileges, than thofe in En{gland.' Cham
berlain's prefent State of Great-Britain, p. 14. in 
the latter End, fays, that they enjoy all the Privi-

,leges, Liberties, Immunities, and Exemptio1/S enjoyed 
by any Univerjily whl.ltJoever; particularly,. the Uni
verfities of Paris, and Bononia;' And : tbat there 
are Eight Chaplains, to fJfficiate in the Chappel, of' 
tbe Univerjity of Aberdeen. See alfo p. 4-34. Their ' 
Worihip, is wholly, under their o'wn R(,'gulation, ' 
and they are not fubjea, to any particular Pari(h;. 
or Prefbytery ; but only to,the general Aifembly, 
of the Church of Scotland; to which, they fend a 
Prdident, or Profeffor, in the ~.ality, of a Mini
frer, as Prefbyteries do. p. 32. 

, ' '. 

Religious Worihip, Preaching, and Infhuction 
on the Sabbath, being, one of the moA: important 
Parts, of the Education of Minifters; it is more 
neceffary, that it lhould be under' ,the. Conduct, of 
the Authority, of the College, than any other 
Part of Education. The Preaching, ,ought to be 
adapted, to tht~ fuperior Capacity, of thofe, who 
are to be qualified, to be Inftrutlors of others; and, 
upon all Accounts Sup"ior, to that, which 'i~ or~ 

. dina! ily: , 

, 

, 

'. 
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dinarily to be expeCl:ed, 'or indeed requiUte,' ·in a 
common Parifh.' " • 

, , 
• 

, 
'f ' . " . , 

, , 
• • • 

, 

, There are many different Principles, in: R~ligi{)tl, 
and Kinds of Preaching, which, when' they' are in 
any Degree faulty, cannot always' be eafily . re;' 
medied, by ·Complaint to anyorher Authority~ And 

, therefore, 'every religious Society, naturally ~hooffs~ 
as far as may be, to have, the Nomination of 
their own Minifter. And this is' muchtnore ne
ceffary in a College, where~ the Preaching, isoffuch 
general Importance, to a whole Country; and fuch 
fpecial Care, Ihould betaken, that it be, upon all 
Accounts, of the be.fl Kind. And it cannot be 
reafonable, nor fafe, that any particular Pllrilli, 
efpeciaJJy, that which happens to be the neareft to 
a College, ,lhculd appoi'Flt the' Minifirer for it. 

, 

By Statute 3 James I. c. 5. I King William, and 
13 dnn, c. 14. The Univerfities, in fome Cafes, 
are impowered, to nominate Miniflers, for particular 
Pari/hcs; but no Parilh hath Power to nominate a 
Minifter, for a Uni'Uer}ity; this being always done, 
by the Univerfity it [elf: Unlefs, perhaps, he may 
be fometimes nominated, by him, who makes a 
Donation for his Support, with the Approbation, 
of the Univerfity. 

And where, as it generally happens, there 'are 
fundry Places of Wodhip, in 'the City, where a 
College is; if the Students Ihould dif{Jerfe to· aU, 
and everyone of them, this' would break up ~Il 
order in the Society, and defeat the Religious 
Defign, and InfituClions of it 

The 
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_ The.Univerfity :of Oxford, ( as appears br their. 
ov.tn Laws, ) allow none of their Members,' t{) go 

their, _,own Churche-s. Chappels, or. Plqces of 
Worjhip, to any other Church, on Penalty of cor
poralPunijhmenl, olJ..all ,Undergraduates; and Three 
Shillings, and Four-pence Sterling, on nil others. 
Stat. Univerf.- Oxford. Tit. J 6. Sec. J o . 

• , , 
• 

. But -, fometimes, :particularly on Eajitr SU11day; 
the whole Univerfity" does not meet together, but 
the Members, of 'eacb College, meet by themJelves; 
and have aSermon, and the Sacrament, itt tbeir own 
particular Cbappeis. Sec. 2. 

• , 

And not only the Colleges; but all the larger 
Hofpitals, .in Great Britain; have their diftinCt 
Chaplains, and WorIhip. See, prcjent State oj Great 
Britain, in the Lifts. It being a Maxim, which 
runs through all moral Nature; that, every dijiintf 
S(Jciety, Founded for Religious PurpoJes ; is, or at 
leaft may be, a Dijlinfi worfhipping AJ!embly. -

-

'y ALE-COLLEGE in New-Haven; does not 
come up, to the PerfeCtion, of the Ancient Eftab
lifhed Univerfities, in Great Britain; yet, would 
endeavour, to Imitate them, in moO: things, as far, 
ns i.ts prefent State, ,will admit of. 

-, 

It was F@tJNDED, A. D. 170 1. By rren 
Princip(Jllvlinijters, in the Colony ef CONN ECTICUT; 

upon the Ddlre, _ of many other Minift-ers, and 
People in it; with the Licence, . and dpprfibation, 
of the General AjJembly. Tl1eir main Dcfign, in 
that Foundation, was to Educate Per/om, for the 

B Minijl1)' 

• 

• 
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MiHijlry IJf theft Chllrches" commonly called Pref
bylerian, ot C.on ngationa/, ,according to their own 
Dof/rine, Difcip inl, anCl ModI' oI1YQr./hip~ 

, 

The 'Ddt Atl,or Cbarttr, ofthe Gdn'eralAffem
b1y, is predicated,'" 'Upon the Defire of, feveral 
"well rlifpos'd Perfons, of their :fincereRegard 
U to, and Zeal for, the Upholding, and ~ropa
u gatih~,' the Chriftian"Prote~ant Re)j~on ; by a 
H. Sutceffion, of Learned, and Orthodox .. Men,;, 

• . .. 
. ' 

" 'That Youth,. th'ro' -the Bleffing,ofGoD,. might 
" be fitted, for Publiclmploymenr, oin:(;burcQ, '. 
H St.:lte ; 

• 
• 

" ,And 'thar,all due Encourag~n1ent) 'iB1gbt 
u be 'giv€n~ to' fuch pious Refolutions-;. and that 
" fo neceJfary, and R~ligious an Undertaking~, may 
"be Forwarded; 

" Full· Liber-ty 'is.given, . to the· faid(.ten Mi
unifiers nominated, ,( and to their Succdfors, 
"chofen by themfelves.) to F 0 UN; D, 
"Erefl, Order, and Govern, a Collegiate.·$chool ; 

" In all Ways,. and Manners; .and by fuch qlJi
" cers, appointed, by ,them, as (ball, .according to 
;, their Difcretion, be mon conducive, to attain the 
H Ends aforefaid. " . ' 

And in the. Charter I 745, it is particularly 
mentioned; "That, ·.they !hall have Powe( to 
'S~ choofe .. ~ , 

~_~ Profeffors, 
~~ 'And .-• 
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. " . And all other Officers, ufually appointed !in 
",.Col/ege!, . or Univerjities. . . 

. . 

'The ACt.,.: 1753, ·has this Preamble ;: . u' W,her!ea~J 
",one principal El)d, propored, inf.,t:etl:,ing, ~.nd 
"Supporting, Y ale',Cofege ; was, tQ S\lpply the 
" Churches of this Colony, with, a Learned, p~su~, 
" and, Orthodox Miniftry; to which Purpofe) 'it 
" is requifite, that the Students ·of· the faid College, 
" fhould have" the· beft lnftruclions, in Divin.ity; 
"and the . beft P3Uerns of Preachi.pg, . fet ;",be
" .before ,them. " 

." 'And 'whereas, the Setling, a-Learned, p" 
," and Orthodox, Profejfor of Divinity; would 
, " . greatly tend, to, promote, that _good End, ,and 
'," -Defign • ., 

The Pounders, 'at their:firtl: M~ting, 'in· J 70 I ; 
; make, a Formal Foundation, . of the College, by an 
Exprejs Declaration; and' giving, a NIl,mber 0/ 
Books, for a Library. ; ,and declare, That," Their 
." ,End, and. Defign in it; is,' to :propag~te, the 
" bldfed, ' Ref.ormed, Proteftant Religion, in th.e 

:" P-urity, , a/it's Order, and Worjhip. And pro· 
ceed,' to give fundry Rules, and Orders, 'particularly, 

. " That· the Students, fhouldbe "well: Inftr~a:ed, 
" in the PrincipJes,of 'Religion; and grounded, in 

'. ". polemiCal Divinity." J . l)articularly Prefcribing, 
. wh~t Books of Divinity, they fhould ,R~cite j ~nd 
no othf'.r, but Juch, as the crrufiees jhould order j and, 

,that, [pedal Care, ihould be taken, in the -Educ!ltion, 
of the Studeots, not to Cuffer them, to be InftruCle.d" 

,in any different Principles, 'or DoCtrin~s'; and, ~hat, 
, s' 1. all 

, 

, 
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all proper Meafures, fhould be' taken, to" promoter 
the Power, and Purity, of Rtligion;" and 'the Peace, 
and be,ft Edification, of thgft Churches. And par
ticularly Order, that the Etudents,' Jhould aI/end, 
Morning, mid Evening ProJers, and other religious 
ExerciJes.; and efptcia'lly, the Worfhip . of God, on the' 

, Lora's Day j on Penalty, not exceeding, Six-pence 
Sterling. " . 

The preftnt Governors, of. the College; eileem
~hemfelves, bound by Law, and the· more, filCred 
:fies of ConJcience, and Fidelity to tbeir' 'fruJl, com
mitted to them, by their PrtdecejJors; to purfue, and 
carryon, the pious Intention, and Defign~ of 
the Founders; and to improve, all- the College EJlalf, 
defcended to them, for that purpofe. And there
fore, about feven Years ago; began, to lay a' Fund, 
for the Support, of a. ProfejJor, of Divinity, in the 
College; and being, of late Years, more fenfible, 
of the NcceJ!ity of it; from, the unhappy, divided 
CirclImilances, of New-Haven.; and having· re
ceiv'd, fome large Donations; from the Honourable 
Mr. Livingjlon, and Mr. CI61rke, fl)r that Purpafe ; 
and Leafed out, fame of the College Lands; have 
determined, to fettle, futh a Pr-ofeffor; as foon, as, 
by Leafing more of the faid Land, or oth€r ways, 
a competent Support, can be obtained'. 

In the mean Time, they have defired, the- Pre· 
fident; with fome· Affiftance, from themfelves, and 
others; to carryon the' Work, of a Profe1for, of 
Divinity; by Preaching, in the College HalJ, every 
Lord's Day. Being ,hereunto, fufficiently warranted, 
from, the original Nature, Defign, and Pr.actice gf 
, .. 

CoDegc'91 
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Colleges, and Ubiverfities ; ( which are, fuperior 50-
,€ieties, for Religious ,Purpo(es ~ ) and, the feveral 

fpedal Claufes, in the Atb; of the General Affembly r 
Thlt fo, the S[udents~ may -have the Advantage', 
of fuch Preaching, and l'nftruttion, as is pdf adapted; 
10 their capacity" Slate, and Dejign. 

The Governors, of the College, cannot, confitlent, 
with the Truft committed, to them-; give up, the 
ordinary, public InftruClion, of the Stude~ts ; efpe
rially, in Matters of Divinity.; to any~. but their own 
Officers, and . Subfiit.tttes. For, they can have, no 
fufficient Security, as fuch Governors, that other~, 
who are not,oftheir Nomination, and under their 
Authority, will Teach, or I'nfiruct, according, to the 
Deugo, of the Founders : and, if they fhould deviate 
from it; the Governors, COUld. have, no Authority, 
to prevent it. And, upon that account, it is more' 
neceffary, that the Governors; bf the College, 
fhould nominate the Preacher -to it, than any other, 
Officer, or Inftrutl:or .. 

Particularly, it cannot be reafonable ; that, either. 
of the three,- religious AffemblieS,. in New Haven,', 
fl'lould choofe, a Minifter, for the College; or that, 
the College, 1hould be obliged, to attend upon futh, 
Preaching, as (,hey, or either of them, ibould cboo/e. 
They would not allow, that the College, ihouJd 
choofe a Minifter' for them; much lefs, .is it reafon
able, that they, iholJld choofea Minifler, for the 
College; which is a religious Society, of a flJperior~, 
more general) and more important- Nature. 

• • 

• 
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This would be, to fu~ea the College; to, ~ 
J urifdiCtion Ol:lt of itfe1f I in the moft impertant 
Point, of it's Inftitution, and DefigQ. And no ~o· 
ciety ~ Qr Body Politick, f;an be laic, but only, in it's 
having, a Principle offelf-Prdervation; and a Power, 
of Providing, every thing neceffary, for it's own 
Subfiftance, and Defence • 

• 

Indeed, as the College, receives it's Charter, and 
.Part, of it's Support, from the Government; it is 
neceffarily, dependent upon them; and under their 
Direa ion ; and mull: choofe,· fuch a Minifier as is 
agreeable to tbem ; or ()therwife~ they may, withdraw 
their fpecial Proteaion,and Support. And it 
cannot, reafonably, be fuppos'd; that, the Genual 
A1fembly, would nt'gletl~ ·tbis 'part, of their Super
intendency; and fuffer it, . to be exercifed. by any, 
particular Parilh. For, by' this mean~, it might 
eafily happen, that the CoUege, might be fubjected, 
to fuch Preaching, as would be contrary, to the 
Minds, of the Generality, of the Colony; as well, 
as, the Defign, of the Founders. 

Some indeed, have fuppofed, that, the only Defign 
oT Colleges, was to teach the Arts, and Sciences; and 
that Religion, is no part, of a College Education: 
And therefore, there ought to be, no religious Wor
fbip upheld, or enjoined, by theLaws of the College; 
but evtry Student, mlly Woriliip, where, and how, he 
vlcaftth ; or, as hili ·Parents, or Guardian, fball direCt. 

But, it is probablf>, that there is not a Colkgr, to 
be found upon Earth, upon fuch a Confiirution; with
out any Rtgard, to Religion. And we know, that 

Religion, 

• 
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Re1iglQn, and; ,\'~he . of 'tbefe Churche~, in 
particular; b~h, as to . and Diftipline, was 
the main Deugo, of the Foullders, of this Colkge ; 
{ agr.eeabl~"to( the\~~n9s, of,tbe Body" of/be Pepple ,;) 
anq, this Dcijgn, .. tA~lr' Socceffors',are, b,ouo.d 10 

Dllty, to purfu~.And inde'ed, Religion, is ,a 
matter.,' ,of fo. great, Confequence, and Importance; 
that, the Koo\YJeg~,~f th~, Ar.~~, and Scie,ncie~" hQw 
~xceHent foever, i in themfe~y~s" are comparati vely)-
worth: but little, without it. '; " ' 

, 

'It :has been. alfo -Suppofed, that ,ev-ery Student, 
might be ,oblige~,: to, att~nd, upon fome Religious 
lVo':jhip, . where ,hefhall. fee qaufe; orwh~re, his 
Parents ,may ~or.der, -or ,permit; and,~h.at, a Moni~~r, , 
may ~e ~ppoitlte~,. iQ~~ch 1}.(fep1b,ly, in the Tow,n; '. 
witf."I?enalties, lor non 4t~n-G .. ~n~e. llut, . to ,thofe, 
\vho underftand, and confider, the 'Nature ,ofColl~ge ' 
Goverment; fuch a Scheme, plainly appear~, Im
praClible. k is f~~nd, by Experience ,; th~t no Un
dergr~d-~l:\te Monit~r,,· c~n ~e hilly depended upon.: 
and 'tlla,C, cit is. ~bfolutely -N e~~lfary, ,Jor .the Gover
nors,·9f .t~le ) ~qllege,-~o~e: p'~~fel):t ; ,~pd fi.riE.l:ly 
obferve" the, Atte,qdel)ce, . arid Behaviour, of the 
Students.; w~th .. their .own Eyes. And, ,!\,hen any 
Parenr, puts his Child to School; to A pprel1tice ; 
or, into any other Family; or Society, whatfoenr, 
he rejigns up, the Exercife, of his parental Govern
m~nt; fo far"as relates to, .the Conftitution, and 
Order, of that Socie~y. And n'o Parent, can have 
a Right, to put his Child, to be a Member, of any 
Society; and l:hen, order him, to break tbe Laws, ' 
and Rules of it: for, . ~his. would be defl:rllclive, ' 
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And, if Parents; have' a Right, to' order, 'what 
Worlhip, their ChiHrerdhall attend, at CoHege '; it 
would take, ,the Power, wholly out, of the Hands, 
of the Authority, of College, as to matters. of Re· 
ligion; and there may' be, as many Kinds, of Reii-· 
gious Worlhip,' at College; as there' are, different 
Opinions, of Parents. .,: . . 

• • 

And, if Parents, give 'the Law; they mtift alfo, 
affix the Penalty ; and indeed; injliO it themj'elvtS. 
But Parents, at a Diftance, cannot, Govern their 
'Children, at College; neither,is it pratHcable, that, 
they fhould :give, fuch, a jult Syflem' of Rules, as 
the .Authority, of College.can, or ought-, to put in 
Execution." . 

For, we may fuppofe, for Inftance; thac, there 
may be, an AffembIy, of Jews, or Arrians, in 
New Haven ; and then, the. Authority, of College, 
may be obliged, to punilh, the Students, for not 
attending, fuch a Worlhip, as they. efteem, to be 
worJe than none; and fuch, as tney are oblig'd, by 
the Statutes, of the Founders, not to permit, the 
.Student~, to attend upon. 

1thas been [aid; that, Liberty of Confiienu, 
ought, .to be allowed to all ; to \Vorfhip, as they 
pleafe. . 

. Upon whic'h, it has been confidered j that, the 
ColJege ~as: ;LI,pon the Principles. of Liberty, of 
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"Confcience, in the [ullt)· Senft; and fuppofe, 'that 
any . unde~" the Limitations 9£ the Law. j 

may Found; a College, or School" for fuch Ends, 
and Purpofes; and upon fuch Cond,ition!1, and 
limjta~ions, with Refpett to thofe, who are allow'd, 
the. ,Benefit of it, as he in his Confcience, {ball 
think beft. And ,his Confcience, who has the 
Property, of a Thing; or gives it, upon Conditions; 
ought to Govern, is all .Matter&; relating to the 
Ufe, of that thing; and'. not, his Confcience, who 

allowed, to take the Benefit; who, has no Right 
to it, but according to the Will, and Conditions 
of the Proprietor, or Donor. And Liberty of 
Confcience io, him, who is allow'd, to take the 
Benefit, extends no further, than to determine" 
whether he will accept it upon thofe Conditions. 
And to chaUenge the Benefit, without complying 
with the Conditions, would be, to rob .the Pro
prietor, (or Feoffee in Truit, ) of his Property; and 
Right of Difpofal. . 

The great Defign, of Founding this School, 
was, to Educate Minifters in our own Way; and 
in order to attain. this End; the Founders, and 
their SucceJJors, apprehend it to be neceffary, that 
the Students, fhould ordinarily attend, upon the fame 
Way of Worfoip: and rhould they give up, that 
Law, and Order; the Collegewould ferve Ikfigns. 
and Purpofes, j,oontrary to that, for which it was 
originally Founded: ,which, in Point of Cott{cienct, 
and Fidelity, to their Truft; they cannot permit. 
And in this Point, the College, Exercifes, no kind 
of Power, or Authority; but only that, which Re
fults, from the nlltural Li~ertiest and Privileges of 
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all fre~, and rolllntary Societies of Men; which is. 
[0 determine, their ~wn Dfjign, amongft themfelves;. 
and the Conditions, of their own Favours, ~nd 
Benefits to others. 

Yet the Governors of the College, have always 
freely admitted, Proc~ftants, of all Denominations, 
to enjoy the Benefit, of an Education in it; 
they attending upon; ( as they always have done,.): 
our Way of vVorfhip; while they are there. . -

, 

. It has alfo been faid; that, all· the Students,
ought to attend, the Worfhip,. of the Church of 
England; or fo many of them, as thall' fee Caufe ; 
or, as tbeir Parents !hall order, or- permit. • 

That, dle Church of. England; is the EJlablijhed. 
Religiol1, oj this Colony; and that thofe, who dOl 
not conform to it, a re Srhifmaticks. 

Upon which, it has been confider'd, that the 
ACt of Parliament, in the Common Prayer Book, 
for the Eftablifhmenr, of the Church of England; 
is exprel1y limitted, to England; and fFales, and the· 
'Iown of Berwick, lIpOJl rweed. And, it is, a well 
known Maxim in the Law ; that the Stalutes of 
Englal1d, do not extend to the Plantations ; unleft, 
they are ExprejJy mC11lioned • 

. About the Reign of Henry tbe Eighth, we find· 
fundry Statutes, relating to Religion, Navigation, &c: 
where, the Extent of them, is declared in thofe 
Word~ ; the Realm of England,- and the Dominions;_ 
~r :ferritwies, thereunto. belonging. And {o it is, in; 

. -. lh~. 
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·the AEl of Union. But thefe Words, were defigned, 
only, to comprehend, the ljIe of Man, Jct/ie, and 
thofe fmall J}lands, near England; but wer~ never 
Extended fa far Ireland; much 'lefs to the 
.Planta.tions. 

After t~e Plantations were Settled; when any 
Act, was defigned for them, thefe Words were 
'ufed, viz, Plantations in America, Dominions ilz 
America, or bc)'ond SeIlS, or fome fuca exccnfive 
Terms. And no Statute, has yet been produced, 
which has been aClually extended to, and executed 
in, the Plantations, by Virtue of thofc Words, Do· 
minions, or Territories thereunt" belonging: And, 
it is prefum'd, that no fuch Act, can be pro
duced. 

It has alfo been [aid; that, Governor Tale, and 
Rifhop Berkley, who were Church Men, made large 
Donations, to this College. 

Upon which, it ~as been confider'd ; t);Iat, when 
any Donation is given, after the Foundation is laid, 
the Law prefumes, that it was the Intention, of the 
Donors, that their Donations, fhould be improved, 
according, to the Deugn, of the Founders. . The 
Law prefumes, that every Man, knows the Law, 
in that thing, wherein he ACts : * And fince, 
by Law,' the Statutes of the Founders, cannot be 
altered, t it prefumes, that the Donor, had not 
any Defign to do it. And there is not, the Ie aft 

• 
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R'eafon to (uppofe, that ;the Governor, or Biiliop-, 
intended, or Expected,' that, upon thtir Donations, 
any alterationilio,ul4 be made, in the Laws of 
the College; or any Deviation, from the Defign, 
of [he Founders, towards the Church of England, 
or any other way. 

, 

If it was fo; it feems, as if they intended, (0 

Buy the College, rather than, to make a l)onation, 
to it. And it tl.lt're was Evidence, that they made 
their D~:>nJtions, upon th3t Condition; t~e College, 
would Rejign them back again, 

-

And Lince, there is not, the leaR: Recifen to 
fuppofe that, they, expected, or defired, that, upon 
their Donations, ,my A.-Ict-ration fhGuld be' made, 
in the Laws of College; v;e fte no Obligation 
to do it, in Point of Gratitude. . 

. , 

• 

But the I(]come~, of the Fa.rm, at RhlJde-
IjIand, given by the Bilhop; were appropriated) 
(, not 1I1Jy,- to any religious Ufe,) hut c'(l) the 
b'elt Scholars in Llltin, a~ld Gi:cek; which ApprQ
ptiation, ( being accl"pted 6f~ upon tnat' 'Ci:Yn
clition,) ought to be facrrdl,., and in'vi'Olaoiy 
obferv'd; as well as, I hI: Dtfign" of 'die 
Founders. 

• 

Yet, we ha've a juft Senf~, of the- GtMrbllty, 
of th'ofe Gentlemen; and for rhlit, a'nd ri'rany 
other Reafoos, are vVilling to do, all that We 

ca.n, to gratify, the Gentlem"n, of the Church of 
England; confiltant with the Dtfign, and Statutes, 
nf the Founders ; and partku'huly, have given Li-
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berty, to thofe Students, . who have been educated, 
in the Worlhip, of the Church of England; and 
are, of that Communion; to be abfent, at thore 
Times, when the Sacrament is Adminiftred, in that 
Church; and upon Chriftmas; and, at fome fuch 
other Times, as will not be, an Infraction upon, 
the general, andjtanding Rules, of College. 

It has been fU'rther faid, that there are, -a 
N umber of Church Men, in this Colony ; who, in 
the annual l)ublic Taxes,corntrihute f00mething, to· 
wards the Support, of the College. 

Upon which, it has been confider'd; that, when 
a Community, are jointly, at fome public Charge; 
it is equitable, that the Bentfit, of each Individual, 
fhould be confulted, fo far, as it is con fi franr, 
with [he general Deugn, and Good of the whole, 
or the Majority. And th9' it is impoffible, that 
fucb a Benefit, f1wuld be Mathema~ically proporti
oned, to each Individual; . yet this College, has 
educated, as many Epifcopal Minifters.,_ ~ others, 
as they ddired, or _frood in need of ; "which has 
been a fufficient Cotnpenfation, for their Paying, 
about, a Hal f Peny Sterling, per Man; in the 
annual SUPPOTt, of the College. 

And, it may fln continue to be, as fer vice able, to 
the Church of England, as it has been, if they 
pleafe; for the Orders of it, remain in Subftance, 
jul! the fame. 

, 

It may. further be confider'd, that this CoHegl', . 
"'\vasFounded, and in. a good meafure, Indowed, ' 

n a.ny.: 
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Years, before there were any Donations made, 
by Men ; or fo much, as one' Epifcopal 
Miniiler, in the Colony. And if Mens contribu
ting, fomethi~g, towards the Support of the College; 
gives, them a Right, to order, what Wor!hip, their 
Children !hall attend upon, while at College; it 
gives, the fame Right, to Parents, of all other 
Denominations ; which to admit, as was before 

.Obferv'd, would defeat the Defign of the Founders; 
and deftroy, the religious Order, of the College; 
which ought, ja&redl], to be obferved . 

• 

• 

• 
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