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2 Chron. XVile 16

Am{ next him was Amafiah the /?m of Zichri,

who willingly offered himfelf unto the
- LORD, and with him twe hindred ﬂ?ou-

ﬂma’ ngb{y men of valour.

AHAT GOD the fource of being

and perfection, who created all
}, things for himfelf, exercifes a wife,
}}@ a juft, an univerfal government
%} and providence over all his crea-
% tures and all his works, is a truth
too ev1dent from the light of nature, to be dif-
puted, too clearly revealed, explamed and 1n-~
forced, inthe {acred oracles, to need any proof.

TuaT this world and all that 1s in 1t; are una
der his diretion and government,—that man-
kind have been his peculiar care, the experience

of all prcceedmg ages abundantly proves, -
N To




6 " An Artillery

To lead manklnd to fee the _]uﬁlce and eqmty‘
 of divine governiment, to give a general idea of
the courfe of divine, providence, towards- ftates
and k: ngdoms, as well as individuals, is evident-
ly one important end of 4/ hiftory, whether {a-
cred or profane. And as the divine condué has
been generally the fame, to people of the fame
temper and charalter, in all paft ages of the
wotld, fafls and events, truly recorded and faith-
fully preferved in hiftory, are of no fmall advan-
‘tage to fucceeding generations.—They happily
point.out the errors into. which fome have run,
and the rocks upon which they have been fhip-
“wreck’d,—they clearly exhibit the meafures by
which others have rofe to a ftate of glory and .
happinefs, lcarcely to be conceived of, in.a ftite
of imperfection 3 and fo give the wifdom and
experience of ages paft, for the direction and
improvement of thofe that fucceed.

AMonG the various hiftories with ‘which the -_
world bes Been favoured, as none is of earlier
date, fione is furnifhed with events, or examples,
more interefting, entertaining, or ufeful, than
the Scripiures of Truth.——Here we. have a moft
fimple, familiar, and (yet) ftriking reprefentation”
of the conduét of the fupreme ruler of the
world, towards his faints and fervants—towards.
his chofen people and their immediate enemies,
and towards the world of mankind.—Here we
have (as far as is neceflary for us to know) the
agrounds and reafons of the divine condud, to-
wards natiens and kingdoms, and 1nd1v1duals,
together with the ends propofed by providence:

therein, And thf-:re 1S fcarcely any thing men-
tion’d

b
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tion’d in facred " hiftory, but what 'is” of public
afe, or private. tmﬁruchon-—-adapted to counte-
- riance and encourage vertue, in the good, or re-

prove and dlfcountcnance vice, in the abandon’d

-and profane.

THE part of facred writ, whlch hds now been
read, with the paffage of hxﬂ:ory with which it is
'conne&ed prefents us with a {cene of meafures,
truly Worthy the charaer of thofe that purfued
them, and fuited, at opce, to engage the atten-
tion, excite the admiration and encourage the
emulation of perfons of the fame character ‘and

ftations in life. -

THE paﬂ'age gives account of ?eboﬂmpbat S
acceﬁion to the throne of Fudab, and of the
meafures taken, by him and his loyal people, to
ftrengthen him againft his enemies, to confirm
him in his kingdom, and to render his reign eafy
£o. himfelf and happy to his peoPIe. |

Tae latter part of the precepdmor reign, had _
been clouded with feveral inftances of weak and
bad policy, quite unworthy a king, whofe gene-
ral.charaéter had been really great and good :—
By reafon of which, the kingdom was left in a-
ftate,. fomewhat broken and perplex’d.—No
{ooner-was }'eboybapbat feated on the throne, but
his care was to fet things right in the kingdom,
and put the ffate into a po&ure of defence.—He
placed forces.in all the fenced cities of ?udab and
fet garrifons in the lgnd of Fudab, and in the czt:es

qf prrazm. “““ -
THE

*
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ontext ver, 24
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© Tue method this wife king: took: to' enfure
{uccefs to his meafures, to lay.a folid- foundation
for a profperous, an happy reign, was greatly to
his honour ; ‘worthy the wifdom of a king, and is
~ mentioned, and left, in facred ftory, for anh ex-
ample to others.—He began his reign with
GOD, and early ‘made religion his care.— He
walked in the firft ways of bis father David, and
fought not unto-Baalim : But Jought to the LORD
GOD of bis father, and- walked in' bis command-
ments. *—In this, his'pious care was. not confined
to-himf{elf alone, —his people quickly feel the
happy-influence hereof and largely fhare with
him, in the benefits refultmg from fo wile a
ftep.—Yea, the heart of this pious king was {o
encouraged, Jfo lifted up in the ways of the
LORD, + that he took {peedy and eftectual care;
to reftore the true worthip of GOD to it’s pri-
ftine ftate, and have his people taught the law
of the LORD, in it’s native purity and fimpli-
city :=—To the end, that, with him, they might
tafte the {weets of Vcrtuc, and know that GOD

15, good.,

$

Trat GOD, by whom kings reign and princes
decree juftice, | qunckly obferves his conduét, ap-
proves his {teps, rewards his plous care, and e-
ftablithes him in the kingdom. And, as an
happy confequence hereof, this excellent king is
oreatly beloved and rever’d by his fubjeés at
home.—As an expreflion of their loyalty and
love, it is obferved, that @/l Fudab brought pre-
Jents to Febofbaphat. By the fame wife meafures,.
the kingdom 1s rendred refpectable abroad, and
3

semarnl]

ok Cont. ver. 3 4o .t Ibid, ver. 6y -
t Prov. 8. 15
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! terror to it’s eneries. -—-They are now.- glad to
appear as. tributaries to Fudgh, and making, rich

plcfems {0} 7eboﬂapbar, to , accept the ..terms. of
peace, at-his hands. For tbe fear: of the LORD

fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands. zbat Were
round about Fudab, [a that tbey made %9 war Q-

gamﬂ _7ebgﬁ»apbat. ’

BUT, not enough that tranthty was re{’cored
and the kingdom in a refpeclaole ftate, this pru-
dtnt king and this loyal people are for improv=
ing the happ opportunity .of . peace and refl,
more efﬁ:& Yl to prowdc for ever y event.

THE kmg, as he waxes great, conﬁnucs tq
improve and pravide. for the fafety, fupport and
defence of his people.—He built caftles in Fudah
and cities of fronk 5+ .and wifely encouraged a
‘martial {pirit, and expertnefs in the knowledge
and ufe - of arms.-—-The people, ‘whofe hearts
were united to - their fovereign, were far from
being backward in fo wife a meafure. Men of
the beﬂ: character and oreateft influence, chear-
fully follow.the illuftrious example, and, “at the
head of the thoufands of their brethren, appear; .-
in arms, to cultivate, to inform themfelves (more
fully) in the art of war. ;]:—-—-And by the appear-—

were preparmg 10 engage and 0ppofe a moft
powerful enemy. And. yet, it. was a time of
peace !|—No enemy nigh—None that dared to
lift the ﬁnoer, or - mave the tongue. againft:

them -
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* Cont. ver. 10, + Ver, 12, '.thid: Cont.
from ver. 14. to the end, ~
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JO - An -’ﬂfti/lery '
- To perfons unacquainted with the true chau”’ |
‘ra&cr, and general - condu& of mankind, ia
this ‘ftate of fin and 1mperfc&10n,--—to fuch
as never ftudied the rules, nor confidered- the
'xmportancc of true policy, thefe meafures mlght
appear fuperfluous;-and all thefe ' preparations
for fafety and defence, but -needlefs- fleps.s-
That, as peace and tranquility were reftored,
they might lay alide arms, and give them-
felves up to eafe ‘and enjoyment.—That their
only concern, was to reap the fruit of their

tmls, and tafte the {weets of peace.
7

THIs, indeed, has been the mannet of moﬂ:
- of the ftates and nations, in the world.—~Even
-~ the moft warlike and polmc —nations that have
been vi&torious in. arms,—f{tates that ‘have ‘tri-
umph’d in war, been the fcourge of their ene-
mies,” and a terror to the world of mankind,
have not been, always, able to refift the force of

fo pleafing a charm, or free themlelves from‘the
cﬁ"e&s of fo fatal a miftake. '

A Maw, ora pe0ple, muft know but lirtle of
the true temper and difpofition of mankind,—
but lictle of what has happened from the begm-
ning, ‘to ftates and kingdoms, in confequence of
remiflnefs, in times of peace and tranquility, not’
to fee the wifdom and neceflity of fuch provident
fteps,—not t0 know, that the moft potent and
relpe&table ftate, in perfelt tranquility ‘and ‘the’
helghc of profperity, may foon be difturbed, by
1t’s enemies, and, if in a defencelefs -condition,

duickly reduced to the greateft dlﬁrefs ,~=10 the
brmk of deﬁru&mn. L e e

. In



Eleﬂzan Serman.

-IN a flate: of nature, every man has a nght to
llberty, property. .and life : .And-no. one (unlefs
“1njured, or in his own defence) can, reafonably
deprive him -of either.—Society is formed for
the prefervation and. defence of.the common
:lghts of mankind, to the end, that the b]cﬁings
-of life may be. fecured to all. . The liberties and
pnvnleges, the. property and poffcﬁions of fomc-
ty, ought always to be held facred ; and no one
is at liberty;to invade, violate, or evcn mcroach

upon them, upon any pretence Whatevcr.

[
'._J‘

Re ASON and underftanding were given, to
teach ‘men the unalterable difference between
right and ‘wrong, juftice. and m)uftlce.-—Confu- *
ence was lmplanted in the human breaft, ‘to in-
force to a behaviour, becoming the charadter of
‘moral agents,~to excite to a condu& towards
others, agreable to the fitnefs of thmgs, to the-
_eternal rules of juftice and equity 5 and to fuch
a treatment of all, as fhould exprefs as facred .a
regard to the rlghtg and liberties of others, as
unto their own. And, ta the fame Important
purpofes, was a divine revelation added, and the
word of GOD given.—But—alas '-—-Reafon and
confcience were too weak a reftraint '-—-Revela-
tion was not found fufficiznt to check, nor even:
the gofpel of our LLORD, to fubdue, rbe lufts

and _corruptions of men, from: WPLNCE LOMme wars
and fightings 1 *

= -

Eariy did the fatal e&'c&s oflu& and paf’mn
appear : And, from the time that Casz unjuftly
dcpnved his brother of life, down to the prefent

- B a day,

* Jam- 4--. ) ¢ | <
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© v {hall beat their fwords into -plow:Thares, dnd

-

day, fuehi have Bedn - the depravity: of hurhan
nature, and the'péwer and prevalence -of luft
and paﬁien, that. the gredter partiof “mankind;

and pafiions, have goveined-the wotd; and: fade

“« when GOD fhall Judge among_., “thé ‘nations,

i é : 14#” Hrtzilwy g

have iiade it their chlef ¢oncern, 'to:ihvade ‘the

tights dnd live: upon the fpoils 6f ‘others. - At

Lition, -avarice, revenge; ahd. other-fordid ‘lufs

 the earth a field of bleod |—Wars; and Y UIBCUTS
of wars; bave beew-—~—Wars, and vuiionrs of ‘Wars,
will “be; - Gatil the happy period - cbmmencesg

when “the law thall g0, farth:out-of-Zion, and

“ the word of the LORD from Jerufalem ;

¢“and fhall rebukie’ many people : “And- they

¢ their fpears into pruning-hooks i Wher  hiaz
 tion thall not life: upfword againft nation; neis
<t ther fhall they-learn’ war any more :”* “And

when 'the kmgdoms of this world fhall become
t< the kidgdoms of our LORD, and of -his Chrlﬁ '
¢ and he {hall relgn for ever and evef'. Tt
IN thie mean time,“it is happy for mankmd

t‘}at partly from neceffity, and partly for mutual .
fafety and defence, they have been led, by: pro-

vidence, to form themfelves into focmues to
the end, that, as far as the prefent ftate of thmgs
will admit, the evils, that might arife. from a
different ﬁate, might-be prevehted the natural
and commeon rwhts of markind ' preferved, and
the bleffings, refultmcr therefrom, more frcely
and umverially erjoyed |

Hewce it appears that as one 1mportant end

of fociety, is proteéhon and defence, every mea-

| | -7 {urey
* Ifai, 2. 2, 4.. 1 Rev. X1, 1'5.
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f’u ré; ever‘y ffep, conc}u Elve to*’tﬁ%’# e tghaﬁté
the  péack ‘dnd® happmefs ‘o *mankmﬂ »-*Thts; " \..,ﬁ
thérefore; juftifies “the condut dnd’ méafires of
Febofhaphat.and the “peoflle of: 7ﬁdab ‘upon rehié
moft rational’ prthIples, dnd “fets them’ ui Tthd
eleareft: point of light, as wifé-and:good, = wokL
thy the king’ anid people ‘which “purfued- the“-mg
and as an exainpl'e* riot‘utiwdrthy the- ¢mulation
of ‘the mioft" ilkuftrious : princes” and Ufefpeftable
ftates, AH huppy for mankind, &ére fuchert
amples miore-clofely attenided’ to, and like friédd
fures ' more - carefully purfued by tulcts ané
people, i’ every frate bmmles Tt F e R

-THE difpdﬁuon, pnnc:pies, Condultand d-ha- '
fater of the. people “of ' Fedab; who 1o cordiall§ .
and umverfally ‘concurred with their foveerf“elgn;

in thefe’ wile " meafures, for ‘the general “fafety
and happznefs of the kmgdom, are nhot unwaorthy
‘peculiar notice. © The beads of ‘the people, with-the
multituge of their brethren, witlingly offered theins
Jelves unto the LORD with zbezr arms, as reaq’y

prepczred far zbe war.

-
a : d‘ . - .'_‘n ‘ o = ) :' : ﬁ, r _ l? I'- 1.#-?
:1 - h} o * a - . - o . 1-
r - ™ - & ﬂ *

As it was niow 4 time of peace and tranquﬂlty,
Wlth the kingdom of }'udab"u 1s'evident they

could riot” have in view any immediate entér<
prize agam{‘c their enemies : They had none“ta
encounter. An offenfive” war (unlefs by fpecraP‘
direction from heaven) could never be jultified;’
upon principles of reafon and equity : “This could
not,-therefore, be the defign of a king; who had’

made GOD his gmde, and religion his care ; or

of a people who were- taught the law of. the
| LORD

¥ .

. j_*f Vid, text, and ver. feq.
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LORD and had w1fely adopted it-as the rule of

R theit condu&. . For .thefe reafons, it ‘1s natural

"o fuppofe, that; as to revive and: encourage .a

1 truly martial fpirit, and put the kingdom in the

} beft ftate of defence, were the ends immediately

in view, martial exercifes, and the cultivation of
| the ufe of weapons.. of defence, and of the. know-
ledge.of the art of war, was.the fervice to which
they-offered themfelves ; that,in this way, they
_might become ‘a. terror to their  enemies, and
keep them at a., diftance :—Or, if.any fhould
dare to infult, or diftarb their peace, they mlght
.meet Wlth the fate they_ juftly defervcd

- .~ AND,. vcrlly, thls is a fervice of ‘no fmall im-
| ‘portance to a nation, or a. ftate, to. preferve
Ppeace, when_enjoy’d, as. well as .to reduce an
enemy to reafon -and equitable terms of peace,.
B  when at war..—A fervice, therefore, that ought,
R at all times, and by all ﬁates, to have a proper

‘Jattenuon pald unto ..

- o WHEN once 2 mar‘tlal‘fpirit finks, and fk'll in
gz military exercifes and warlike accomplifhments:
S are held in contempt, the art of war and ufe of
- arms negletted, among a peoPle, they are exe<
fipofed to the infults of every invader, are an eafy
prey. to their weakeft enemies, and, like Lezz/b of
6ld, feem. to be marked out, in providence, for
fpeedy deftru@ion. On the contrary, to allude
to the language of Mofes to his people, One ac-
.quamtcd with ‘arms and inured to the exercile
.and arts -of war, will- chafe a tbaufand and two

.. 'wzl/ pw‘ ten tbaufa;zd ta ﬂngt.

BEEE CoNVINCED
N ? DCUt. 32- 30- -
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“ConvIncED of this, the heads of - the people,
-with theirbrethren, willingly offered thémfelvesto-
this {ervice.—The manner, temper and " difpofi-
tion, with which they eagaged in martial exerci-
fes, and inured themfelves to the vie of arms, were
peculiays agreable and -engaging. —It was not’
the effett of force and conitraint, but their own
free choice. They were voluntiers, in this 1im=’
portant fervice, to their King and Country — T hey
faw the imporrance of proteftion, in their rights,
liberties, privileges and poficflions. —They faw
the excellency of the bleflings of: peace, and = -
taited the fweets of freedom and reft :—And,
to put it out of the power of their enemies, to-
give them uneafinefs, for the future, they chear-
fully forego every inconvenience, every expence,
that might attend fuch fervices, improve them-
felves in the ufe of arms and arts$ of defence, and
voluatarily arm and prepare themfelves, to meet
the enemy and play the man, for- the cities and
“people of GOD. R -

-

~ "Tre principles they atted upon, and were in-
flienced by, were, if poffible, ftill more important,
to the purpofes of fafety and defence. Princi-
ples of piety and virtue warmed their hearts,
in{pired their fouls, and gave the {pring to attion.
Their excellent fovereign had fet the example, in
making religion his greateft care.—Their willing
hearts catch the fire, from fo illuftrious a pattern,
their obedient fouls are quickly warmed with the
f{acred flame.—They confider the glory of their-
king, the defence of their ¢ountry, and the. pre<
fervation of the rights and liberties of the peo-
ple, as the caufe of GOD : And, in devoting

‘ .themfelves
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ahemfclvés to-fo:i 1mportant a ferv;ceg thcy do it
as: uito - GOD. himfelf—7 bey wz/lmgi_y pﬁred
_ Jz‘mm_{eﬁves unto Iloe LORD.* - .. .

-

THE common Father of mankmd who ls fup

preme LORD of all, gracaouﬂy cend«fcends to
confider his people, as his peculiar care, and their
caunle, as his own,, Thofe,. wha .engage In thc
caufe.of his people, and fet themielyes for their
defence, are, therefore, to confider themfelves as
guardlans and truftees for GOD, havmg the
gights; property,. hbemes and ]wes of their fels
low-men (a facred truft !—) commirted to their -
charge ; and by this confideration, be excited 19
make devotion to God the principle, and Jove to
“him the fpring of attion. Piety to GOD, and
prlnc:lples of virtue and rcl:glon, lay the happjf:ﬂ:
“foundation for, and infpire men. with the mof} -
engaging and powerful motives .to, the hlgheﬂ;
attaipments. and gBreatePc ufefulnefs, in eVery

charaéter, in life : But in nore are they of grea-
‘ter importance, than'in the charalter of thofe,

who, volantarily,: offer themlielves. to the fervme
of mankmd for thelr prOteéhon and defence, .

Lovs to G@D Wthh contams the eﬁ'ence of
-rellglon, IS a. fource of every virtue,. every
Orace 3 .and ipfpires the foul with  the nobleit
pnnmples of .a&ion. From this divine .root,
{prings that benevolence of heart, towards man-
" kind, which excites men, for the public good,
for the fafety and happinefs of fociety, of their
country, to- facrifice any thing, every thing dear
in life,——yea, life ltfelf ---—-—-F rom this blefled

-+, fountain,

' E f Texh
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fountain, flows that humane, generous, behefi-
cent temper, towards our fellow-men, that forms
the trily public [pirit——warms the heart ‘with a
tender, patriotic concern, and excites to a faith-
ful care, for the welfare of others, and the pre-
fervation and enjoyment of the common rights
of mankind. '

FirmLy to believe; fu]ly to realize, deeply to
‘be impref{s’d with, the great principles of piety
to GOD, and, in thc {fervices we engage in, for
the good of mankind, to a& as devoted to
him ;—to realize the being, perfections, govern-
ment and providence of GOD ;—to a& as under
his immediate in{peétion, and as accountable. to
‘him for every ftep ;—to remember, that the
wife and virtuous, faithful and juft, are affured
~of his favour, and that thofe of an oppofite cha-
ralter, are expofed to his difpleafure, and fure
of the fevereft refentment of an angry GOD,
mufit have the happieft tendency, to ftore thc_
mind with the nobleft {entiments, and lead a man
to alt with. the firmeft refolution and moft ex-
alted views. '

InsPIRED with the principles of piety, govern-
" ed by the laws of GOD, encouraged and fup-
ported with the motives of religion, fuch men,
in the court or 1n the field, in peace or war, in
private or public ftations, look with a generous
contempt, a facred abhorrence, upon every ad-
vaotage, they might make to themfelves, at the
expence of their virtue.—No {elf-intereft, no
venal motive,can counter-vail, with them, the pub-
lic good, the fafety and happmefs of fociety—of

C mankmd —
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mankind.—The frowns of the great, and the
flatteries of the vulgar, are equally defpiled ;
the greateft toils are chearfully endured, the
moft felf-denying fervices are, with pleafure,
engaged in, in this caufe of GOD. In honour
to GOD, they wait on their king ; in devotion
to him, they ferve their country, and for the
glory of his name, ftand ready, chearfully to
fubmit to every hardfhip, firmly to face every
danger, and, for the f{upport of his caufe and
‘defence of the liberties and lives of his people,
freely to make their own a facrifice, and fhed
- their deareft blood. Like AMofes, of old, tbey
7atber chufe to endure barduefs, and jzzﬁ'er the
- greateft affliftions, with the people of GOD; than,
~at the dear expence of the honour of GOD, the
fafety of his people, or their own virtue, enjoy the
pleafures of fin, for a feafon. ¥ Yea, when. this
1§ the price, the moft tempting pleafures, the
moft exalted honours,——even Crowns and king-
doms are offered them in vain !

- THus the prmmples of p:ety lay the founda-
tion, -for that excellent qualification, which was
a Pecullar chara&eriftic virtue, in the men of
“Fudab, who fo chearfully offered themfelves unto
the LORD, in the {ervice and for the defence of
their king and country.—They are fliled mighty
men of valour. +—By which is intended, not only,
that they were men of ftrength and fprightli-
veis—men of good conftitutions, and in the prime
5f life, and on thefe accounts, men fit for war-

ke fervices and enterprizes ; but alio, and more
ipecially, that they were men of firmnefs of
' mind,

| f ch. 1L, 25.‘ 4 Text,
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mind, of a manly, couragious and warlike fpirit,
able to endure the toil, and face the dangers of
war, and prepared to bear the charge of an
enemy, with becoming firmnefs and " real - fortj-
tude.—A virtue, a q_uallﬁcatlon, of the greatcﬂ:
1mportance to a {oldier ! -

.

VALOUR, or true fortitude, is that virtue, by’
which men are enabled to preferve prefence of
mind, to poflefs themielves fully, think clearly,
_]udo-e wnely and act with calmnefs, firmnefs and
refolution, In times of great confufion and tu-
mult, in the midft of moft prefling dangers and
Perp[e)uno diftrefies. A'virtue which excites to
the nobleft aétions, ftimulates to the boldeft en-
terprizes, which reafon dictates, Judgment di-
rects, or duty calls them to engage in. Bur,
then, it is carefully to be diftinguithed from
_ ra{hnefs, prefumption, fury and madnefs.; .which,
10 confequence of fallfe notions of this virtue, or
fuccefs attending fuch unnatural and unreafona-
ble exertions, too often gain applaufe, and take
the name of Valour. But the diiference: be-
tween them, is very grear,—the fame as between

reafon and- paffion, found _]udgment and mad-
nefs.

TrvuE Valour 1s, therefore, to be confidered
as a moral virtue, having reafon for it’s founda-.
tion, and religion for. it’s encouragement and
{upport. And where cour age, valour or forti-
tude, has reafon for i’s bafis, and is encouraged,
culuvated and {upported, by the Drlnc1ples of
religion, 1t becomes a virtue of the higheft rank,
and prompts and leads men on to. the moft he-

C 2 ' roic -
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roic undertakings : And when properly called,
in_a caufe worthy their attention, it enables men,
with calmnefs and compofure of mind, to face
the greateft dangers, to {tand the fevereft thocks,
to meet, undavnted and {erene, the charge of

the moft formidable enemy, and all the horrors
of war. * '

THE want of true fortitude, is always attended
with difgrace and reproach, frequently with
{hameful defeats, and fometimes with total de-
 Atruction. But, infpired with this virtue, 2 man
may engage the boldell rival, in arms, and per-
form the moft glorious exploits.

NumMmBERLESS are the inftances, of the amazing
~ effets of this eminent virtue, as founded in, and
exercifed upon, the principles of reafon. and re-
hgion, which are celebrated in the hiftory of
ages paft.—The facred pages exhibit a lit of
the moft waliant Heroes, whofe virtue and piety,
infpiring them with true fortitude of foul, ex-
alted them to the higheft pitch of honour, and
led and enabled them to perform the moft il-
luftrious deeds. Infpired with the principles of
religion, and endued with this god-like virtue,
they “ fubdued kingdoms, wrought righteouf-
*“ nefs,—{topped the mouths of lions, quenched
““ the violence of fire, efcaped the edge of the
 {word, out of weaknefs were made ftrong,
‘“ waxed valiant 1n fight, turied to flight the
¢¢ armies.of the aliens,” ¥*—But not to add~——

"

In the ‘above reprefentation, we have had,
imperfectly exhibired, a fketch of the beft policy
* Heb. 11. 33, 34.
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and wifeft meafures, purfued upon the nobleft
principles and with the moft generous views.—
A wife king and a loyal people, from love to
GOD and their country, with a facred emula-
tion, uniting their endeavours, for the preferva-
tion of peace, the fafety of the ftate, the glory
of the kingdom, and the liberty and happinefs
of the people. . , -

- iy

WHEN kings and rulers act the part of fathers
to a people, and from virtuous principles, make
it their care, by the beft policy and wifeft mea-
{ures, to render them fafe and happy.—When'z
people offer themielves willingly to every fervice,
which the honour of their king, or fafety of the
ftate requires :—When, not ‘only in war, being
roufed by threatned danger and diftrefs, from an
approaching, or affaulting enemy, but even i
peace, when no enemy is nigh, perfons of the
moft refpetable charalter, as well as their bre-
thren, of a lower rank, upon religious principles,
offer themlielves to thofe martial exerciles and
warlike fervices, which are neceffary for the
fafety and defence of a ftate, the prefervation of
peace, liberty and happinefs to a people, and the
protection of the common rights of mankind ;
it affords. the moft pleafing profpe&, yields the
moft folid fatisfaction and lays the fureft foun-
dation for lafting tranquility.—The fear of the
LORD will quickly fall wpon the nations and
kingdoms that are round about them, enemies’ will
bring prefents and bow themfelves at their feet,
and gladly accept the terms of peace at their

hands. *—Injured innocence will always find a
o - fafe

* Cont. ver, 10, IX.

=
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{afe retreat, in-{uch.a ﬂ:ate, and a fure protetion
under ‘the hadow of  it’s wings.— Fitly, there-
fore, may the happy prince of fuch a ftate be
addrefled, in the language of Sheba’s. queen, to
Solomon of old. ““ Happy are thy men, happy
<« are thefe thy {ervants, which ftand continually
¢ before thee.—Blefled be the LORD thy GOD,
¢ which delighted in thee to fet thee on his
¢¢ throne, to be king for the LORD thy GOD :
¢ Becaufe thy GOD. loved lfrael, to eftablifh
¢ them forever, therefore made he thee king
«.over them !” *—Of fuch a ftate and people
alfo, -it may with equal propriety be {aid; in the
~ conctfe, but expreflive language of the royal
 Pfalmifpi——<< Happy is that people, that is in

«“ fuch a cafe : Yea, happy is that people, whole
e 'GOD is the LORD 1" o -

SUCH were the chara&er and ﬁate of GOD’
people in the kingdom of Fxaab, at the happy
time; when the words we have now had under
ceﬂﬁde“ra-trion, were wrote 3 and fuch was Fudab’s
king: Such, 1n later times, has Brizain
been—{uch is Britain ftill——and fuch is Britain’s
King.——And, in a careful imitation of the il-
luftrious example of Fehofbapbat and GOD’s peo-
- ple; and a clofe attention to their wife mealures,
for mutual fafety, glory and felicity,— fuch
(GOD grant) they may ever continue to be !—

A terror to their enemies, an afylum to the in-
jured and diftrefled,—a fure prote&ion for li-
berty, a lafting defence to the natural and com-

mon nghts of mankind ! But to come nearer
home |

| THE
f 2 Chron. g. 7, 8.



f

- Elelion Sermon. 23

THEe preceeding difcourfe, as 1t countenances
wife meafures, purfued upon religious principles,
for the fafety and happinefs of a people, thows
the propriety and importance of the care that
has been taken, by the people of this land, for
thefe purpofes, from the firft fettlement of the
country, down to the prefent day..

InspireD with the fame fentiments, which
influenced to, and governed the meafures of
Febofbaphat and his people, for murual fafety,
felicity and prote&ion ;—to enjoy the bleflings
of liberty, civil-and religious, with greater fecu-
rity 3 our fathers, in feverer veigns, left a pleafant
land, and, at the rifk of their lives, fought a fafe
retreat, from arbitrary power, among mercilefs
[avages, in this inhcipitable wildernefs. A mer-
ciful GOD, who, with a father’s pity, always
beholds the diftrefs of his people opprefled,
{miled upon their enterprize, and gave them the
land for a pofieflion.—And, verily, 1t is a plea--
{ant land, a goodly heritage.

Earry-did the firft fettlers of this- country
difcover a due concern, a provident care, for
themfelves and pofterity, in making the beft
. provifion in their power, for fafety and defence.
~ No {ooner was fociety formed and civil govern-
ment eftablithed, but, even in their infant ftate,
they made 1t their care, to put the militia of the
country upon a refpectable footing.

Various were the inftitations, for this im-
portant purpole.—Like Febofbaphar, the chief
rylers made the defence of their country, and =
the fafety of the people, an obje@ of their con-

| o o ftant

=



24  An Ariillery

ftant and clofeft attention ; and by their ex-
- ample and influence, and in every wile and
laudable way, endeavoured to infpire the people
with a martial {pirit, and excite them to excel in
military {kill, the ufe of arms and art of war.—
They often honour'd them with their prelence,
in the military exercifes, and did not look upon
it beneath their dignity, fometimes, to appear in

arms themfelves. Their good example was not
without it’s influence, nor their fpirited mealures

without the happieft effets. Perfons of the.
beft charatter and eftates, chearfully followed,
and, with the mulutude of their brethren,

wzl[mgly offered themfelves to the LORD, in this
1mportant fervice.

To thele purpofes ‘and for thefe .imp:ortant_
ends, the Honorable Artillery Company. was form-
ed, foon after the fettlement of the* country ;—

to be a {chool for military exercife and difci-
pline ;—to teach and inftruct in martial {kill and

the art of war.—Great have been the benefiis.
refulting from fuch a wife defign. Many brave
captains and leaders have gone out from hence,
that have done worthily tfor GOD and their

country.—The primary defign, of this early care
of the fathers of the country, for military f{kill

and warlike accomplifhments, is happily ob-
tained. After a long feries of hardfhips, toils,

dangers and diftrefles of cruel wars, with the
common enemy, who were our rivals in dmerica,
and the barbarous, mercilefs favages, whofe thirft
for blood and revenge has always been infatiable,
through the {miles of heaven, we fee this happy

land in a ftate of peace and reft.—But ftill, mea-
- - - lures
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fures fbr defence dre neceﬁ'ary, a "mnhtary fpmt
to be encouraged, knowledge in-the ufe of arms.
and art of - war, to be: cultwatcd Or- foon,
very foon, we {hall be miarked out. for a prey,
ready and' prepared for the enemy s‘ hand. - Such
dn- infticutiol, tbcrefore, -even in the" prefent |
hdppy ftate’ of peace -and quiet; xs of no {mall
ihportance 3 as; properly attended to, it may
dnfwer many Valuable purpofes ferve as a fpring
to a miartial " fpirit, excite others’ to emaulation,
and: “happily encourage thofe exercifes, whick
greatly tend to the proteétton and fafetﬁ of thld
?eople. T _

JR

Ta honour and countena ce an lnftltutlon fo
well ‘¢alcillated for ‘the public good, Gemlemen
of thie higheft charaéter and firft places of truft
and ‘government afiiong us, have’ chearfully at-
tended on thefe occafions :—And: it is with pe<
culiar jop we behold the COMMANDER in
CHIEF, and jfirft Magiftrates of the province.
attendmg the fervices of this .day ;—to exprefs
their réadinefs to’countenance and dlfpoﬁtlon to
encourage fo worthy a defign.—In this, they
have ‘the example of one of- the beft of kin F
dnd ‘of the princes-and chiefs of a rhoft refpe a=
| b’le ﬂ:ate, to countenance them.

“To honour their exerufcs in arms, the gens
tlemen of this ancient and bonorable company, have
wifely called religion in aid, that, being fanédi
fied-by-the word of GOD and prayer, and, vpon.

religious principles, infpired with' true fortitude

51‘.‘

£o excel in their 9r0feﬁion, in military fkill and
- b the

-h..-‘

2and valour, they might be excited and encouraged .
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the art of war. ---It is with real chearfulnefs we join
them herein, and with great fincerity, we: wifh

;l}em 3 blcﬁing out of the houfe of- the LORD

26
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“To revive and encoqrage 3. mnhrary fpmt and
marual exercifes, ypgn religious principles, has
been the .défign of the preceeding. difcourfe
that from lb‘LC to GOD and pur..country,: from
a facred rtgard to our own. fafery. and happinéfs,
to.the Walfarc of fociety and.the commonﬁrlghts
and lxberues of. mankmd all mmht be engaged,,
{n their rcfpeét;vc charaders. and ftations, 10 €ms

-ylate’ each’ o*l‘xér in {uch meafures as fhall tcng

{0 muzual PIOIC&IOD and defencc.

oy

Too ofeen has it happengd,,t'hat ﬂates whlch

l_bave been fuccefsful «1n- war; given. Jaw to. vhelg

enemies and. trinmphed .in arms, ‘by. negllgencg
in this point, have_been reduced 10 detencelefs
c;ondltlon and eafily fubjetted. to the. power of

‘thofe, who, but a little while. before, were" bGW-r
‘ing at their feet and gladly fubmitting to, any
‘terms they prefcr.bed —How unbappy, how: ins

glorioys woupld 1t be, after the remarkable fuc-—»

- ceffes, with which heaven has blefled our arms,

? nd when peace is reftored, and all means: of
afety and defence gre put into our hands,. {hould
this ‘be our folly and fate >—How thould we,

‘with tears of gricf, of thame and remorfe, lament

(too lare) our ftupidity,& curie the indolent.ipirit
that poflefled us ?—Yea, how juftly will pofterity,

' in ages to ceme, rife up and curfe us,\as the: caules
of their wretchednefs, and . the . authors of the
~gifery, to which they are doomed wnhou: the

angc Q. ooﬁimluy of rcdrefs N
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chara&ers, that have been. prefented_ﬂ.;:; SN
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s, infpire us with a different fpirit,—and'a due = -
concern for the honour of our fovereign, the = ¢

elfare -.of . the nation, and thé*'pi'efe;y_gt‘lbm_;f of o
llbert " peace and happ;hefs to_ our: felv sana jh;d

pofterity,.influence and. excite us.to a different
conducdt. -—-May all prejudices fubﬁde, mav cve__,r, Pl
> _forever: bat ad L
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¥» generous ‘public fpirit

every breaft, and influence all to feek the. public -~ -

fordid luft and’ |

q—:: - \"!1_ 4

prevailiy -7

LY

* ]

l",:.h

.“" * [ ]
]

- ¢ > . .

4 -
[

&
A
L
1
. -
1
'al"
L]
1t
L o
L]
v
-
L]
J
1
r
r
[
T I
-+
F
)
L]
1
F F
"
- . N
or
" .
b L2
]
L
b1
by e
- r
1 L
" | S
L]
- |
- -
Yo
- | A
+
LR *
L] ]
b
vy
LT
.ov ot
b
1
'l"l
a ¥ 5
) "
£ "
t
[
T
o
.I
-
i
-
L]
:
"l-. 1
L
LY
| I
L3
[
- f
r
-
- -
1
[ -
L] ""
’ LI
gt
]
b
|‘ F1
r
[ ]
4 -
+ 1
I" -
L ]
1
L] d
+*
[
' -
+
- ]
L]
1

a
1 - ¥ -
= e
L 4
P - - _ . . 4 . n - }
r = 3 " , r
1 - - -
= - - - | 1 — n r 4
* ' - ) = - 4 * d L] r - = - 1 b - . - e, = f -" :l'i. " '.-r T *'.I'"'u-
- 'n $ - - N - - - ] - - "',"'-". b "'f‘ I"I- ‘ - L] - - i ! FRE - ' -
-
! - ‘-l'l- EN : * L] 1 T -
+ " -
-+ - - L ll-,,I ‘__ o iy - = g _."* - ‘\_‘,
¥ " L -
L3
] - 4
& . L alN . - -

. Ler all be concerned_to be poffefled of #rae =

-

-

-«

4

L

mind, which, founded ir ‘

n and culti- -~ " .

ortitude

¥ 0f|

L]

-

vated upon the principles of virtue Xaﬁri,d:ifellgloh'
will render us good foldiers to our king, power-" -
fu] guardians to our country, and real benefactors .. -
tomankind. . 0
. InspireD with this divine virtue, we fhallbe . .+
prep'ared for every fervice, armed againft every o

danger, Qnd_able to fupport ourfelves underevery .
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