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P SAL 1\-1 XLVII. 8, 9 . 

., ;.GOD jittetb r:po/t the tbrone cf!;is !J')lii:~/j: 

Tb~ Pri;z,:t; rf tbe people arc gathered 

tl)gether, eVe/l tbe people of the GOD ~f 

Abrah!!n1 ; for t-i.Je Shields if fbe urtb 

belong u:ifo GOD: Be is great!; o'dtd, 

T 'What time, or llpOri WGat occa~Jn; 
the Pfa!m before us ,:Q5 cdn:Joorcd, , 
• '[ . r I' )8 1,}Cit 1C1' certam, nor calY. ,it \:)lS 

dill:ance or :ime, to dct,~rmi:1eoo .• 
H Mftny have fuppo(cd it to b',c been r~~j
ned! on occ~fJon of briilr:;inF, up t1,c.Ad [0:" 

J~or C"/'" O. C" • \ \ " r ,)JUtl! L,/Oit, tiiCrs,' niat Jt ,uo .. S, urt:Kr. 

~nd is prorhcticl~ of tbe.2.[ccnl1",:-: cf' tl,,: ?""J' 
."'n,,,. ·\1'c'!;'ztol' ",'[cr 'll~ 1',a,l t~..,;!l. ,·,1 '.;" \" 'f i, 
f '/la. LV W~~ , (.j L- I. ls .... ~I',:.. .'~ ,l,,~' \ ,'. 

(1:-] earth. ami [he [;uj\"ir" u:'\ his !-.il-,rJdOl~' ::') 
o , 

( i, .," I' l' ~_J \vorlJ,' ) ;t_'~il 
• , 

, 
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h O}{ the faltiments it contains, it might 
II! (,,1 be corlfiJm:d as il Pfalm compared, and 
well adaj'.lted, for the congregation of /fracl, 
wilen all tbe rribes came to Hebron to receive 
D(wid, ami by their elders to l}za,~C a league 
'witiJ I,i}}), II;; their cbie! magi/Irate j and to 
ellauliih hitll in the govcrnmt:nt. a 

BUT, which, CJf whether eitber of Ih& 
{llppou,iol1> lJilth any loJid foundation, n~ull: 
Lc left to tbe learned and judidous [0 delir
minc" ,Be the primary occallon, of thig 
.icwmt (ompcj;lioll, what it may j ic is beyond 
ell/pute, tlm the fubjects of it are intcrdl:ing 
:IDO important ;--SubjcCls well fuited to in
[pice the church and people of GOD, at all 
! imcs, with a fcnre of his government and 
their dcptndcnce, and of their indi[venfiblc 
obli,'),atioL1S to ct:lt:brate the, glories of his 
l'crfcclions, berein difplayeo, as the ground 
Ijf Ih~'ir wn;JJcncc and thcme of their praife. 

IN a word, it is an exhortation to tlJC pc~· 
pIe cj GOD, [Q prai{e tbe LORD, as " 'The 
Cr"II! /{III,I( !li'a Iii! tbe carib," who fl)()uJd 

Jabc'ile tb,: peu,?'." thcir enclllics and opprdTors 
un:!:!" ilJeIll. til;,! fl.}/.' 11"tirJllJ under tbt'ir jat: 
i~lld (\. tlw (;O!), wilo [liollld cho?fl tbeir 
i,JJ,;ri'III:"." /",>' ,/XW, and d!"b;ilh them in tht: 
•• !,',-' •• '. 

"l,ild pull, [I l'JII .md l:11 PY :;l~lit or it. 

• 

• 
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AGREEABJ,Y, in confirmation ofthi; tfleir 
~onfidence, it is faid, in the text· 1 hat GOD 
jitteth upon tbe thr01'/( if his bolillej'r: Tbt: 
Princes 0/ th~ people are gatbered together, 
even the people oftbe GOD if Abraham; 
fortbe Sbieldf of the carib brlol1Z 111110 GoJ): 
He is greatfy exalted. 

IN there words, we have :t flril~il'lg rep~e~ 
rentation, ·a lively portrait of the ,happy Hare 
of a' people, or nation, in cov('nant with GOD, 
and favcUied with his proteCtion 3\1d fmilc~ 'j 
of a people ellablifhed in the enj,)ymenr of 
the bleffings of II civil governmellt, whoj~ 
conHitution is founded in principles of liberty 
and equity, whore laws are adrninifhcd with 
jufhce and righreoufilcfs, and whole end is 
the glory of GOD, iii the good of mankind., 
~be Great GOD, as the lovercign, the fn: 
preme ruler,jitting 011 the t/;rOlle of his boli· 
'lIefs, with all the powm of governmenr9 

originally and ultimately, velted in himfclf, 
and exercifed by him, agreeable to the eternal 
laws of righteoufnefs and cguity.- Tbe Prill
ces qf the ptople, their leaders, or deligates, 
(Ire gatbered tagether, from all parts of the 
land, in the name of their confiiruents, and 
~nder tbe direl!tion and influence of their 
fupreme ruler and fovereign, to confol! the 
public weal, to enaCt laws and to rranfaa the 
~rear affairs of the nation and of governmcnI:, 
The people, the body of the nation, are thr,\! 
introduced, a~ 1 he people oj the GOD if 

Abraham, 



, -!. 
'1 

Ai- J 
, , 

A,;raba11l, in co\"enant with hi:n, and devout
'ly acknowlr.dging their fealty to him, as their 
{overeign, and rheir dependence upon him 
al1(1 his blcffing, boch for counfe! and de
fence. And in fine, chat nothing might bG 
""anting to compleat the view; we have TIJt 
SiJic!dJ- qf tbe eartb, ccprcfenting both tbe 
powers of government and the perfons vel1ed 
"with them, exhibited, as belonging to GO D, 
:rcligiouil y devoted [0 his fervice and glory, 
C)f under his dirdtioR and conti"oul, to carry 
1:0 dfcCl: the purpofes of his benevolence and 
'\vifdorn for the good of his people, or the 
(ldjgn~ of his jufiicc aT d righteo'ufners in the 
govcmmcllt of the world. ·1 he wbole i3 
intended t:) 1110'" .' That magi{tracy, or civil 
~~overnmf.nr, is of divine idiitution ·'Th:1: 
x:w cuI cf it is the good or the go\'crncd-. 
~."ll ,'";, Lrrt, "s ~:l power and all alllitority ~rc 
(~cri\'Cll frcm him, [he glory of all [houl'l 
rcJCL:i,d cc bis n;cmc ; toche end, that GOD, 
who ji:tetb 01) tlx: tbrene migbt be greatl' 
r l ... I , ... ) 
l,,\~I/""'I' 

TIT ,~T GOD, wl:o crfated and pre[ervu, 
of rigbt, Jl'th Govern the world. is a truth, 
'whidl the li(T h t of nall11't: (caches, which 

l"> 

icrclation cOiltlrllls, and a truth, which [be 
r f. ' ,. l:' 11 COmmon lell .:; 01 m:mKlOC ~!1 ai ~£{'~, concurs 

to dlablifh. 

'r I ,. 1 ~ • 
J. !l .\ ',' t lC powcr, nutl:cllty alll lovcmgn-
fe ' 1(' I - t .I,il. fy C Jon "i\; Ul),(lllitc :..n" 11I1CGD rvU'ull,~ 

I . .. J I .,' r J : 
't~~ .l CrUll .l;;L:y l:C(,UCiLJ1\:: .ron1 (1.1C rir(;.:cc~" 

, I' '·r , 1 ~ 

J I ".(' .... , ......... , '''~ ••. , I .. ' r. , ... ·,1 'j ;. \' IT" I , ,. 
1 J .) 10,11 .... ~''''' .. ' ••. l,i.- 1.. •• "1..'1'1-.. ... .. .1 .. , .. -
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THE facred fcriplures are far [roln being 

JiJcm, or doubtful, upon a fubjeCl fo funda.
mental, fo important. We frequently find all 
the powers of moral government, -in the 
highefi fenfe, folemnlyaffllmed by GOD, or 
devoutly· afcribed unto him, in thc divine 
oracles. Hence GOD is introduced by the 
holy prophet, as faying, II I am theLo R D,and 
[here is none elfe ; there is no GOD betides 
me. I form the light and create darknefs ; 
I make peace and creatf,! evil: I the LORD do 
alltbcfc things." a "f will work, and who 
ihall let it ?" b- ·And [0 {{lOW [he vanity of 
oppllgoaiion to his government or authority, 
it is added,· I, Let [he potfherd {hive with 
the potlhcrds of the earth: Bur wc to hi:ll 
that flrivcth with his maker." c 

Ar-;D what GOD 11<1th thus jnfl:/yal1inllCd. 
is devoutly afcribcd to him by his f.lint) and 
people; and frequently mentioDcJ as the 
b1t)undof their confidence, as well as the 
rcaf~m of their fubmiJTjono' At all times) 
\'Cil, even in times of perplexity and darknef:;, 
it was the lan~uagc of GOD'S people "Th:; 
1.0 R D rcig:'lClh, 1ft tbe emh rejo;ce" d ... 
"I l:eLoRD i~ our judge, Ih,LoRD is Gur law~ 

o } L 0 I' 'C' 0" [ ~.'\-cr! 11C ORD IS our {lI'lg; nC \~'ill .I\':: 

" IT' Dr °d' r • ,\, l I' ~';. e -Jo;y a-:;z oDlerveS, [nat l11C ~1n~-

.iGQl is the LOR D'S, and he is ;;oy-err:or :om or,?; 

.. • I . 0 
·1 , " ... ... ...... '''~ r.:lt!ons. J find to <:::c. no rno:c, h i~ 

r 0 , 

!llil 

o 

-
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faid That II The LORD fitteth KiQg for: 
ever :" a And, that .,' His Kingdom rulcth 
over all." b 

IN this light contidered, the Deity is to be 
acknowledged, as that GOD, whore power 
2nd authority arc fupreme, univcrfal and un· 
controulable. 

IT is Mt, however, authority or powe;' 
~lone, that forms the charaaer, or gives an 
idea of the ~rcat moral governor of the uni· 
vufc ; but this power, and this authority, a" 
tempered with wifdom. goodnefs\ jufiice, 
tr~th, faithfulncfs, and other moral perfeCti
ons nccdfary to a government founded in 
equity, exercifed in righteoufncfs, glorious to 
11imfelf and a bleffing to his creatures. 

! T would have been (ary to an innn:tr. 
being, to have carried to dfea the purpofc: 
of his government, by the influences ot his 
fpirit, or the word of his power; bur, for 
"Wife reafons, the fupremc Huler hath been 
pleafcd (0 employ angels and men; as mini
j}ers in his kingdom; and to render (\'en 
fccond caufes fubferviem to the great ddign, 
of his wifdom, jufiice and goodnefs, in 1!~C 
government of the world. . 

FOI\ the glory of GOD, and the riC(cri".1.
l"ton of order and communication of haprinr!': 
• • 

• 

[ 

• 
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i[ is hath naturat and rational to fuppare, that 
government fubfifls among in telligcnt beings, 
of whatc:v~r rank, or dagree in creation. 

, 

THIS conjecture is the more probablc, witl1 
regard [0 the. heavenly holl:~, and thofe' br1ght 
intdligencies, who inhabit the cdenial abodes; 
and are favoured with the nc:are~ approaches 
unto GOD, from the account the facred ora
des have given ; of the various names, orders 
and degrees fuhG!ling among them i as Angels, 
Arcb-angels, ThronCI, Dominionil Principali-. 
tiu and Powers. a 

SOMETHING of this kind, alro, would; 
IUndoubtedly. have been advantageous, if not 
nccdhry, 10 have perfected the felicity of 
mankind, had they continued in a llate of 
)nnOiCnce and retlitudc: And for the order. 
llarmony and happinefs of fociety and the 
world, it is reafonilblc to [uppofe, that rllle 
2:1d government would have laken place 
among men, however virtuous, benevolent, . {~ Ci JU It 

THE fl:ill greater importance. of ruch nn 
;,;ftimtion to, the peace, liberty, farecy and 
bJPpincfs of individlllls, of fociety and the 
world ot mankind, fince fin, lu!t, pallion, 
LilperfcCtinn and ~very e\'il work have heen 
introduced, needs neither time to confider, 
[lOr arguments to prove. 

Wc~e 
~ Col. r. 16. 

• 

• 
, 



8 1 
I 

WERE there no civil, government, iam; 
rnagifinicy, nor Shirldi Of th~ earth, for the 
prdcrvation uf pcacc;;the guard of liberty, the 
proteCtion of proper'ty and' the def enc!! of' 
life, it is cafy to fee, and, without a fpirit of 
prophefy, to foretell, what the evem mull: 
he :-' -that anarchy, confufiob, blood and 
flaughter, wall:e and deflruClion, would foon 
take place in the earth. The weak would 
be devoured by the [trong, the innocent, like 
rigbteollS Ab!i, would become an cafy prey 
to the vicious, abandoned and ambitious: • 
and the longefl fword mull: quickly determine 
the fate of mankind. ' 

HE NeE it appcm, I had almafl: raid, to a 
dcmonflration, that, under GOD, the fupreme 
Tuler, this wife inftitlltion of civil govenzmet/f, 
this richdl of temporal blcffings to mankind) 
lal:c~ its rife from NcceJlity, 

, 

I T is true, rrafan teaches the propriety, 
convenience points out the advantages, and all 
the {acial affeCtions concur to urge tb:: im
portance of civil goverom~m. Bur however 
engaging or intcrelling there arguments might 
nppt'1r, to the wife, the benevolenr, or judi· 
ciam, they would be, 2t beft, btl[ a feeble 
flll'Port to the peace and order of focic,y,-
would never have :n'aiied to drab!illl govern
nJ((lr, over the lawlds luns of viciolls, 3fpi
];;1!;, Cf blcoJ·t!1irfiy men. It is NCCt}ti'~ 
l,\,r",{!?::" ::./:;;;: .. ,,·hich con1bints men in 

,... • ~ .. ~I ./ .,I 
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·{odety. lind' gives rife to ci"il ~ovC'rntnent; 
And ~;ad not m:wkind b~en dfe::luall y con .. ' 
vinced ot this ntc:Jfit'lt and, taught to realize 
tha.t there was no \tying without it, it is very 
much a d"llbt" whether ever {llch an il)fiitu-

• 

cion would have taken place ill ,the wOIld. . 
.. . ' 

Tats Nec~t11tv, in ,a great tneafure at leaft; 
is founded in and takes rif,; from the lufls, the 
ta:ruptionl and viets of mankind. ' ' 

'TIS not indeed pretended, that Itfly ene 
man, or any number of men, have any natural 
ri~ht of fllperiority,or inherent claim of'domi ... 
Ilion, c r govemmen,tal authority over any other 
n1an, or body of men.: All men, by nature. 
are Iret, tqua! and indrpmdent, in thl~ OllltQr. 
It is in compact- '*incompa:l .iont. tll.[ alll 
jult government is founded. 

Tft g 6dl: Ilepst in entering into fdcie':y nn-l 
toward the ~aa.bli{hment oJ civil gover 'hlent 
among a people, is the forming, agre,ei.g .to. 
llnd ratifying an originaL compaCt, for the re~u .. 
lation of die State. dc!cribing and determining 
the mode, departments and powers otgoyern .. 
ment, and the rights, privikgei and duties; of 
the fubjeC1:s. 

THl~ (houJd. be dane by the "h'ole b~d1 
ef the people; or by princes, leaders, or delc4 
~ates. by'their choice, appoiQ411cnt, or ,on~ 
'ent. ' . --.---. --- ~., 
.... .- .. 

1l . ~~!§ 

, 

.' . . '. . ' 

• 



-

,- -, , ( 10 J 
, 'f!! IS right in the people, wheth~r eme~, 
~ing from a flate of nature, Of the yoke of 
oppreffioD, is an unalienable right a right 
which cannol be gtven up by a people, eYt'.fj 
though ever fo much inclined to !ell or facri .. 
flee it., , Yea, ibon\d a people be fo loll UC) 

themfelves, as, upon any con6deration, to give 
it up, it may ju(l\y be rt:clnimfd, at bfi by 
nhcnext generation, who cannot be fllppofi:d 
to be deprived of their birth-right, bt:caulc 
their progenitors,like Bjllu, defpilcd and i1ar .. 

, ted "ith theirs. 

WHILE the focial clJmpa!! fubfitls,the whole 
fl:ate. and all its members, are bound by it : .. 
n facred regard ought to be paid to it. No 
z;nau, oreer. or body of men, in the fiate, have 
:l.ny right, power,or authority, to alter ,change, 
Of violate the facial ~ornp2tt. Nor can ar.y 
change, alteration, or amendment, be lawful
ly introduced, but bv common conient. Any 
:lind every attempt of thi~ kind, end.l.Ilgcrs thl: 
whole • 
• 

IT remains, 11owever, wirh the c('Immllni. 
, 'IV, (late, or w.tioo, as a public, p(,/iticaJ boa1, 

;It any time, at plealure, .to change, aller, or 
even totally dit10lve troe conJtitUfiolJ, and re
turn to a flate (l nature, or to form anew, .. s 

. to them {hall 1,-em meer • 
• ,. 

THESE principles admittt.:d, it je evident 
~hat nQ mall~ or puoy of ~rlCIl} however wife, 

: - . . , ,. - ~r~a~ 



tr.eat or good; no flate; nation, er rower 
<m e~nh, ha. h any right \0 lUake or impore :\ 
£lJnflitlAtion of gov.ernment upon another fiate 
or nation; Sllch a conllitution, huwever free .. 
is a mark of dependence, a badge 0/ )lavery, 
the moll: .dj~aflt though.! qf which, Ih~ high 
1'pirit of a !ree people would jufil y ddpi!e. 

EQYAU'-Y and INDEPENDENCE-are 
tbe iliff ,llIim, 'the indt'jfa/ibit htrt;'.ri~ht o~ 
men ~ In.a fiate of nature, a~ individuals; ill 
{oci~ty, as ftates.or lJations. Nothing thart 
-of thefe ever did, or ever will fatisfy a man or 
~ people~ truly jru, tr/l.'~ hrow. " 

• • • 

ARU!!;' it is, a conquered nation i~ oblige~ 

• 

to fuhmit to the terms, the laws, the conqllcr
{,}I' js pleafd to jmpo!e: But thi, being matter 
of cemplllUoll and .--:>t uf choice, alters nc,t 
the right. The ·c1aim to liberty and indepen.
dence rellla:~lI' the fame. When opportunity 
{)ffm~ and power $ attained lit is, beyond dif
pute, the duty, as well a~ right, of' Cuch a peo. ... 
pIe, of iuch a nation, toaC"ert their native li
~erty. to {hake off' the Jyr.a11t'i yoke. to main
tai.n .their equality and independen~e au)ong 
the -nations; and either re(ume thcir forme~. 
or eftablilh a new confiitution of ,government, 
~t they !hall judge bdl. . 

UPON the wbole,tbis is a right, the viol,~ 
tion or infringement of which, upon any con
fid~ra.tiol1 whatever i no man can ju!Ufy ·u poll 

. n z the 
• -
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the ~rinciples of reafC)~l, the 11W~ of nattire, .ot 
ru!e5 (J t:quity... Even GOD h;m!elf~ the fu
p,emt: rlller of the world, whofe government 
is ~bl()!llte :1i1d uncontrotllable, hath ever paid 
Ii lacrc:d attention to this important nght,hath 
f.V(l' ratrollifeu this illferejlillg ~'aitlJ ill the 
{ons of n1cn, 

• 
. -

"fUF- only conflitulion of civil ~overnment 
that can pltad its origin, as immediately from 
11C;lVfll, i\ 11Jt "htol'racy OJ' the hebmvs. But 
even thi. form of government, though diCtated 
by il1/illitc' 'Wtjdom, and wrote with the fingt, 
0/ GOD, was bid before his people for their 
~onfidera ion, and ratified, introduced and e .. 
P.~blif11ed by their cvmmon .confent. 

WHAT form of government will anfwer 
the ben: purpob to fociery, and moll etfd'tu. 
:ally difpl:.ly the glory of the fupreme Ruler, in 
"he g~od (,f mankind, is a qqellion truly deli. 

. cate al;d irnpt)l'tant; and a qllelrion, which;in 
the hand ot a 1;lI1i1el1j pOlitician, might admit 
of a dilcuffion bnth interel'ting and cntemin .. 
jog. But as neither time, nor capacity, will 

. permit me to enter largely into 10 high and 
'critical a [\lbjeet j it i11all fuffice to obierve, " 

• 
TH A T a litt le acquaintance with the w'orld 

:and th<: hiHar" of mankind, in the feveral a-. '" .. , 

~f. plfl, .... ill clearly decide, that no one con· 
ilitll' ion, or form of civil government, can be 
lUoPo,cu to be eaually aUa.oted to ;,.niwer the 
. i.# .\ • _. C\;[t 

• • 
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beft purpo!es of frich an inftitution, 'in eJfCr'l 
fociety I nation or fi~te. 

• 

THA T in the rife and progrefs of fociety; 
different modes of government have been a
dopted and introduced, at different fiagel and 
fucceHive periods, cannot be doubted. And 
whether there hath not been, in many intlan;. 
ces. at le;lfi, a gradation in., the modes of go
vernmeat, keeping pace with the prcgrds of 
lociety, in the !everal ages of the world, fimi
lar to that gradatiorr; w~ich is cafily obferved 
in the feveral {(ages and periods of human.life; 
is a que-flioD, with all deference, lu bmitted t() 
the candor and judgment of this rtipettablc . 
atfembly. . 

AT firA: 11ght, indeed, this, circumilanee· 
may not have been obfervcd ; nQr can it. be 
1aid to have been the (Jie, without manyex
ceptions. But, in an attentive review of tbe 
hiltory of mankind, have. we not fcen, in va
riouG in fiances, a people emerging from a {late 
of nature-, and perhaps oblcurity~ with all the 
life, vigor, heat and zeal, aswell as undifgui
fed fimplicity of youth, entering jato fociety; 
and their pulfe beatin~ high fo.r lib"ly, form ... 
ing the focial com,a8 upon:principles of/ret .. 
tom, and etlablifhing a conftitution purely po~ 
pUltir. A form of civil gD'vernrnmt, in which 
every man cQoficers himfelf a part of the au .. 
thoritf. havin~ ~ right to give his vQjc~, UpOIt 

. 1I - . 

-
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1M 0. 'fiu:ceeding itage, have we not feen a: 
jpwple, perhaps the f:tme, by gradual altem
iions and improvements, or by fome thorough. 
zeform or re,olution~ like man arrived at ma
ture a?e,' for wifdom, firmnc:fs and firength. 
:eOabliiliing trlle liberty and ~ lmld civil g.
'tJernment, upon the more permanent /;ai:'s of a 
FREE CUMMONWEALTH? And under 
thill happy form, fiourifhing for ages, and in 
the unmolefled enjoyment of the fweets of 
ireedcm and the bleffings of government, ri .. 
ting to the height of ftre~gth ,and di,nity~ 
'profperity and glory j 

Molt lOVER, Have we 'not fcen, at [orne 
'tilifiant period, this {arne (ociety, fiate or na
tion, like man pafl"ed the meridian of life, and 
beginning to teel 'the iilfirmities of age ap-

'Froaching, by inGnuating corruptions, by the 
influence of parties, the ,malevolence of fac
tions, and frequent diiorders, warned of it& 

-Idanger, and reduced to the,ncceility ofltrength
cning the bands of -taciety, and the powers of 
government, by ,a :monar~hial confiicution., 

,- ,rand putting the, reins into the handll of a fo-
" vcreign, with certain limitations, to guard, al 
much ~s may be, the liberty of the fubjeCt and 
freedom of the fiate ? 

-
I N fine j Have we 'not feen, in the c1o!ing 

period, the fame {ociety) (tate, or nation, like 
mau, in the decline of life, bowed with the 
i,n..lir-mities of ag~ ::.nd time, the conftitutioll 

- -- - - - brok~n ~ 

-
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broken; the fpirit of virtue, wifdom, libert, 
and firmnefs gone; the plliitical Dildy, filled 
with vicious humours, attacked by painful 
eifeafes, rack'd with malignant diforders. 
which furpafs the p(Jiifica/ phrli~ia1J's {kill t() 
heal or remedy? In a word, cenvulfed ~o thD 
very foundations, by internal Gppreffionl and. 
violences, ~y public tumults and commotions; 
and divided and rent by the furious faClionll 
of wicked. defigning, artful and ambitious 
men, tending to and ending ill 6/o~d-lhtd. 
Jau~hter and civil wars, which nothing but 
the hand and fword of abfolute power could! 
reftrain, quiet or controul and thus prepared 
to be an eafy prey to the . daring Iyrtilnf. 
whofe hand could feile, whole fword coU'4 
{eeu: e it ! 1 

• 
. 
• 

IT is not, iHdeed, pretended, that this hat. 
been ftatedly or literally the cafe, with nation. 
that have entered into fociety, and eftabli~hecl 
civil government in the world. But who,ber. 
in the rife and progrefs of fociety, and. th& 
modes of government wbich have been adopt
ed by mankind, fomething of this kind hatb. 
Jlot appeared, in various inflances? And whe-. 
ther this, or {orne fimilar gradation in the coo
llitutions of.government,at the feveral period~. 
and ftages at fociety, are not natural and ne
cdTarys rational and jull ; and, upon the whole.' 
for the beft, is humbly fuhmitted to th~ 

• !earned, the 'wife and judi~iou5 to' cOllfider. 
- .--- -.-- -"-. . .. -. - --

• 
• 

• 

• 
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Cl ~ T A I N it is, that as different {ocietiea 

ud fiMtes-may require different modes of go ... 
~ernment.; fo the f..tme tocieties or ,nations 
.may require different confiitutions, at difiinct 
Ind difiant pt.:riods ;lnd ftagc! of their cxia .. 
cnce. 

WHn Brutus the Elder greatly dared to 
.cttempt a radical re'Vo/ution,from an .rhi/fa .. 
'try to a fru government, by the expulfion or 
.the 'Tlzrquim, and the efiabliiliment of a.com:' 
~onwealth at Rome ; the virtue of his fellow. 
citizens, feconded ilnd fupported him: And 
the glorious plan was carried to effect to the 

j ~J)elpreffihle joy of every friener to liberty, to 
1 lis country and· the fights of mankind. "But 
'"' ,hen, from the fame patriotic principles,Brlt. 
tz. 'IS the Younger, by the death of Julius W .. 
fo; .. , <feveral ages afterwards, . nobly attempted 
tht , deliverance of bis country from the /hac. 
Ides' oj tyranny. and the oppr~l/or' s ~'oke ; and 
10 I re-efiablith a free government; the virtue 
~f I his fellow-citizens failed.him; and Rgtlll 

was enflaved, neVer . nt'Ver to el1joy the ble(· 
flogs of Jjb~rty or a Jree.gowrnmmt more !. • 
Aod this was her choict I ·otherwHe {he 
'Wouh i have roufed, feconded and Cupported 
the ar ms and artc:mpts of 10 faithful a friend 
and (0 valiant ao hero, ill the &lllrioui taufc ~ 
freedo\. n and his wumry • 

• 

U POrf the whole,. ~he propriety ~ imprn-
JUlClY gf mi. or tUilt cQnnitution or mode of 

- - -- -- - - -- -" ----~--. ~o~~r~mcllt~ 

......... e_ -

• 
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ho~etr.me:Jt, for this people 0[' anot!lel', &;;': 
~ends upon a variety of circuml1ances j [uc~~ 
as charatlcr, Gtuation, manners, cu110tl1S, tradc~ . 
tonnettions, &c, of which the peop'le, arc. 
or,moft certainly, ought ro be the belt, if nde 
the only competent judges. And happy is 
that people, who, having the opportunity. 
have wifdom to difcern and virtue to purrt1~ 
their true intereil:, in a matter of fo j[Her~rt-, 

tog a narure, and fuch lafting im?ortanc(', 
-'. ' 

MYSTEIl rrs ir. 'goi'crnmcnt, jicrets at 
/late, - thofe ArCJila Imperii, by which th:~ 
~rtful and ambitious have i:1ihVed the grc?c .. 
a part of mlnkind, arc to\2l!y abhor:ent t,-~ 
~il princ'l[ilcs of lib'enY1 :ind r.lwraliy tcflC\ 
'co Cap the foundations of civil gr)\'crnmer.;;,' 
in a free commonwealth. 

• 

A people have an ft'i.aii(l:aUe right tCl 

i:now the confrilurion they enjoy, the go· 
'ianmCIH they are Dnder, the laws they u".:' . , 

~ IJSjctt, to, ~l-1d what is jul1!y c:-;~c::d a!1J 
, , r' r: b' ~ 

r '(~ll"P('l cr tr),· ....... ,.f'" " .",,~~ 
{. ~ .... ! tooJ. • ..t, u~ .. "iii u .• jt' ... l .... 
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fountain, anJ even grow (mt oj it,' as the tree 
fr.om the root, or the branches from the flock. 

IT is alfo neccfi"ary to the well-being of 
[ocicty, that law~ be adapted to the fiate and 
9'lccdli!iel of a people, and to tbe circumllan
ces and e:igencics of the community. , 

I T is of no [mall importance tit the Iiber
~y of the fubjdt, as well as the ftlpporr of ' 
government:!l au!horilY, in a free tommon
'Wealth, that law~ be as few in number, and 
as plain, concif~ and exprcffive, in their form, 
3S poffible. 

IT hath bc:n often raid, sThe mere laws] 
the lefs government." ·The inftitutions of 
Lycurgus, Ihe great fOModer of civil govern
ment in Sparla, and the laws of Solon, th! 
'W'lfe lawginf of the Athenians, under the 
h:lppy idlucll\:t of which thole fiates, from 
fmal! bt'ginniogs, refe [0 the h~ighth of 
firength ind glory) w~rc: few, piain, concif~ 
end cxprdfiv~. 

WHEN ltlws tewm: numero'JS,orvol\!
minolls. it indicates the decline Qf virtue. th~ 
\1'caknefs of government and incre:1fe of 
wice... for lawa, taking rif;! from r.cceillty, 
hold up to view the vices, or crimes, the'f 

'r atc imcnded to fu?prds, liS the feafon Of 

their cxirknc('. ,tiever;!1 oges paffcd,- in th~' 
Hl?l.!blid~ of RQ.tJ'1c1 beloH: any law {'Xific~ 

fo!' 
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for the puniro.ment of a P (Jrricide i evidento ' 

l!y raking for granted, eitber, that this crime 
rlad neyer been thoQght of, or that it was of 
fo atrocious a nature, that no Roman.could . . 

be fo debaf~d as ever to commit it. . . .. . .' . . 

, 1 oAly add, thilit tQ render laws dFe8:uaf, 
ao the pijrpofc~ of their exifience, it hath ever 
beel) the care of the wifeR legiflators, elpe
G:ially in free/lates, to have fuch penalties 
~[lnexcd as are, not only apportioned to the 
malignity, but, as near as pemble, exprcffivc 
of the nature, of tbe crimes they arc intend~ 
~ [0 punifb, or fupprefs. a 

• 

BUT laws, howe'ver good in thcmfelves, 
or wifely adapted to the fiate and neceffities 
~f a people, can be of but little advanta~e, 
unlefs duly oblc:rved and carried to efrett. 
Hence the neceffi(y of appointing certain 
rerfons [0 be rulers, Df invefling them with 
power and dilathiog them with authorit~, to 
Il.dminifler go.ernmcnt, and carry the lawr. 
;nto execution. CnIL 

, 

e: Wh:ther the multiplying fagguiau", 1110'S and capltll 
punllhmeD"S. in a Hate, can be jQfiiti~d upon the pri •• 
ciplCl of equity, or el'lD foulld policy, .i. " qUdHea 
1I0t Dnworthy the 3uIIIlion of wire JegiQuofl.-Af14 
whetber punilhing cere.in oncndera, with loa of Ii. 
IIcrty, aDe! h3rd labeur, /II ,h, oar, or clfewherr. i. 
filme placal of public rerorr, where ,hr." might lit 
II~Jd np to view, 15/pe!fa&!11 of jullice i. I""""" fo: 
• certain terlll of yean, or for lile, .ccordi~g to tbe 
lIIalnre of tbeir c:rim .. , would not IIDCwer the end, o.f 
goycrnment & th~ purpofes of ci.i1 fotiety, baHn tba" 
Cfen IIU igllo.inious Iltll6; illlf., bumbll fublLiI~e~ • 

• 
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Cl~! L govGtl!ncnt, duly efiabli!hcd al'l~ 
'prgznized, is fitly compared to a' Shield, as it, 
ts infiitutcd for the defence and protection 
of the fubjeaz ao'd the nate~ And hence 
:mlcrs and magifirates,' being veiled and in
Hultcd with the powers of government, are, 
voith great propriety termed Shidds of the 
iarth, in the ,words of our text. And as the 
powers of gov-ernmeni give (xiqenc~ to the 
yule., to [he magifirate : So it is with rulers 
~nd r;lagiftrates to give life to the confl:itutiod 
~nd energy to the laws, by a faithful admi: 
:A. .. '. , ., 
~lrat10n. ' " " .. ' .. , 

----
, 

, 

GOOD and faithful ruIen are raired abo,,;:! 
their brethren. to' plates of h~nour, u\lfl"aoc! 
aurhoiity, ' not for themfelves, but for the 
~eople; and the good of fociety. 'They arc 
intrufied with feveral powers of government) 
ih<:r indi"iduiIs rna)' be pr(;)t~aed' and' defen· 
ded in their 1i.fc~ liberty, property and rights " 
that the internal oeace 'and order of rociety 
, . 
might be' piefe:rveCi i and that 'the external 
defence, ot the whole, againfl'the encroach~ 

, mfQ[~, violence, affau!ts, or invaGons of ene
~1ics. or cpprd.fer:;, miglit effectually be pro: 
,;iced for, '. . 

, 

IN lhi,; way, ~ife !lnd f~ilhful rulers ar~ 
SZ~idds to tQe {huc, and Shields oft he tat,tb ; 
as by this bappy infiitotion, under their ~dini. 
~ilkation. the wifdom and ftrength of the 
,?,holc f.atc, may, at any time, be collea('~ i~ 

. ' " defence . 
, 

, 
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defence of the PU~liC8 or of ant part' 0.1 th~ 
community, as occauon may require. An,d 
thus every member is engaged for the peace i · 

fafety ,and defence; of ~he. fiate i and ~he 
whole for thl! peace, tafety and' protection' pf 
every member: For there obligations ar~ 
mutual; "and equally facred and binding. " 
., ,., '., . 
, , ' , . . 

, 

I N this light confidered, rulers, by acce\' 
tng '3 feat or an office 'il1 govdnment, are 
fitly faid to pledge the~felvest their faith and 
facud honour, and thafin'the moO: folemn 
manner, to the people,tor their fidelity: and 
£~ them are they a~countable~ , ' 
, , • , , 

• 

BUT there is another trgument, of yet 
higher importance, fuggefied 'in our texr, 
which demands the 'attention of rulers of , 

",hatev.er ,fiation ; 'and m'ay not be paffc:d 
over in filence. ' . f . ' 

• 
, , 

IT i.faid, in tbe words before us, . th~ 
Shields.oj Ib,earlh ~e/ongunto 9q})~ , 
.,' ~ '. ,'" , 

enr L government, as hath been (aid, is 
of'divineilif/ituti01Z. GOD, as Supreme, jit
tcth on the tbrone oj bis holi?zt/s. 1\)\ power, 
rule, or authority is derived from GOD. In 
ihe government of {6ciety. O:ates and natioooJ 
men ar~ employed to ·tarry his purpofes qf 
t;'·ifdofil an4 goodnefs to effect. And hence 
~~villulers a:e fitly ailed, ' Ii the ro:ibifiers 6f 

I •· . . , ' 

, 

• 

, 

• 

, 

, 
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90D"' " • And in the Jang\lague of the 
uxt, it may be faid, they helong unto GO DII 
in a pe-.:uliar manner, and in various rdpccb. 

'TIl GOD, ~y his fpirit and providence, 
who qualifies, railcth IlP and calls them fOrt4 
to publick view, in places of honour, tlun and 
imponanltc. in the various departments of 
government. ' Men indeed, may aa freely 
in all their elections and appointments. ' But 
after all, a divine agency attends them: An 
a'1\- fuperintcodin" providence is religiqwUy to 
be acknowledged.---" the lot" faith the wife, 
mlln--- " the lot is caR into the Jap : ~ut the 
whole difpofing thereof, is of the LORD." b 
And in terms yec more nervous and exprdlive, 
the Pfalmifl tells us, that "promotion cometh 
Ileithrr tram the eaft, nor from the weft, nor 
from the fouth : But GOD is the judge. He 
ruttcth down onc, and fctteth up another." ( 
• • • 

CrVI L rulers belong unto GOD, as it is hi~ 
power with which they arc veiled, in ~is name 
~hat they act, and by his authority that they 
adminifler government and difchargeth~ duties 
of their [everal offices and uepamnc:ncs, wh~· 
~hcr as [upremc or h.lbordinate • 
• 

CIVI L rulers belong unto GOD, as he ba~b 
explicitly direCted them upon what principlts, 
~n what manner, and with what views they are 
~o a(l: in office arId aominifl:er govcrnR1cot.· , 

1 hat 
.~ oR,;:,), 1.3, 'i, ~ Pm. lW) 3~' 'Pfl'~ 1). 6. 
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That they' are to fear GOD ,haft C07.IttfJup. 
~Ie/i -Jhak, their hands from bribes to judge 
righteouj/Y to he nl) re{pellars of per/ons ;11 
judgmint . -not to be afrttid oj the face of man; 
but always to realize, that the judgment ;1 
GUO's. II . 

C[VI L rulers, the Shields of the earth, bdong' 
~mto tbe LOR.D. 2S the end of their ad
minifhation is the glory of GOD, and that h() 
might be greatly exalted, in the good of man
l{ind. ' Hence the apofile He is tbe 11Ii1lijler 
d GOD fti Ih:1 jar g07d. b 

IN fine; civiT rulers. th~ Shields 0./ tht. 
tarth~ helong unto GOD: as tbey are under 
his immediate infpetfion, a'S they .ire account· 
al,)le to him for the whole of their con'~ua-, 
in thi:; character, and as their reward is with 
bim, " Gun fiandeth," faith the pfalmill: " in 
~he congregatirln of the mighty; He judgetll 
1rDOng the Gops." 6 

DUPLY penetrated with a fenre of theill1: 
porrance of thefe conliderations, a good ruler 
!lath toe m~fi engaging, as well as awakening~ 
motives. to a faithful difcharge of duty, and 
~he moO: fllbflantia! argLlments to [upport him, 
:lndet the weight and care of governrnent. 

IT is, inJeed, rca-dily admitted, that rulero, 
b devoting their time, talents and capacities 
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~ 'the fet~iCe of' the public; bave a' ju1t claim 
to refpett and fuppore'; and, in an upright , 

. difcAarge of their truft, they have a right, not 

. only to a pecuniary reward, in proportion t~ 
the dignity. of their fi~tiansi,and importance 
of their fervices; but alfa to the grateful ac
c~ptance and chearful approbation of an obli
gta people.' . A nd it fsverj happy in'deed, for 
both rulers and people, when it may. ~e truly 
faid of perfans in authority, as of Mordecai, 
of old- that" they' are great a~oIi·g·. their 
fellow ciiizens, and accepted of the multitude: 
of their brethren, feeking the' wealth of their 
people, and fpeaking peace to all thefr feed." t 

" , 
• . . • • 

• • • • 

I1UT [hould faithful rulers. fail of fa jufi, ~& 
well as plcafing, a return, as h.ath fometimcs 
been tbe cafe, tkey are not without CUPPOH, 
encouragement, or reward. . 

, 
• , • " , . . 

. TEE fear.C'f Gem, the fentimcDts of relig!~ 
on, the approbation of. their. own min:is, t!:'ie 
acceptanee of thC:T judge and the rewards of 
his kingdcm, are 'fufficient· [0 fapport. them 
under every weighe, and to excite them to 
Jidelity and perfeverance, under every difcvu
r~gcm!:m. . Neither the frowns ef the. great. 
nor the flatter:(s of the, multitude ;'nor yet,' 
tbe mare plerJing charms oj future promoti~'l' 
'Will (ver be ~ermitted to infhIence the -mea-• 
fUfcs, 'or dire@l- the condutl of the faitbful 
nda, aftiFlg uridcr the i~:fl\len;e of thore q.il~ 

. wi 
. . ' 

• , 
• 

• • 



{~(t. rCht.rmettts,: .which' religiori inlpircs: . But; 
realizin~ what he oVj,~s to GOD, and what his 
'country may jufily/iequire, he is faithfwl to 
the 'one:, ja:ricl irde oro' $6' other. even, though 
me:pjlracijilz"(J of the .J1&bCliimu 1houl~ be . ' 
, .... , ~ - , " .. \ . " E· ' h' :1.'.'., .. , ' ... - .... ~.' IS' ... : ., . 

Ii:i, 'The~Ofl"41iJtII maku :i grraf figure in :aU the (M,f., 
.'h'inory,'a~,~ccllf5J~t'lqtQIJy ,i!1 !ha~ ot the ..dthtni-, 
(' fni.,"ra~o,ilg wbo!1J.,it is generally {!IpPQr~d,to -have h?~ 
-i~s~rife . .' This pUflliar/aw was otiglD'a'Uy clefignedi' '3'.1' 

, ;i1gl'ard ,(0 Ji~fty.; thoogh ro:nelim~5'abpfdl, to ·the 
,~~W,oCes .of, ~,~~fti!!ufntf8 and fatticD,. ," B,y tb~., bw, 
_ ~cn,.,. em.lllcot: to fuch a degr~c, as. to thfeatm th~ 
, :s 'ate' whb:da\'gft, '''ttc baaiYhed for- ten yeaN" ,: The' 

mel,bod in which they prceeeded to infliCl theOllra:lm 
\l'U this : .E~ety citiz.en IQok a piece of blohn PO.I Ol': 

~1hi;li.oo~ wlil~h' blvIng Itra~i: -ihe' name of the perron 
, he wO:Ild lui,i: baoilhed. ha carried it"iid ctru,in plscl: 
, ~fthe [o;rml, which was inclo(ed ,wiihtlils; chen tna 
: inagillra~e5 ~gad."to count tlie il!lfu~er brthe fb~lh i 

for if they were leis than (Ix ,tboufalld, ,·tt.t: "at=-' did. 
not -tlk~ plaee ;' but --if 'th~y"f\1rp:.'lf:d rlra.t Dudl~tr. 

: tllet I.id every nam: aparr, '.beHhe' iil~il ~I 0-':' r.aille: 
, waS foil!id on ths' greattlf ritlml:e'r' of- films' Vi 15 ' 'ot' 
'cC?~rfc ttiJed for tell yean." . -1, '" ~". ' 

'T,hi.:·liw fpea:jt, i people jeiloul uftbeir libirtytl> 
· an' C.!.:-fcme, : t~orl'btiwd'i:r'w('U inicGdcd; yeti through 
"th'e craft of rlVals:izj: po"tr; or the it. fiJi ollsiu:r., of 
, lIm1>idon! aDd p'opu!lir !MD, this p'unilhm~.\t lometinu .. 
· feti;'upl&i the ~oHbicO: cbafac!ti:rs'in the lbte. . :Ari/-
tilhi.; 'b{lhc'wifdom of' his councils. "the fiflIlllcfs c.f 

· nis cclu~age "and 'tbc:infl-,xibilily r:f h's integrity.:at 
''home. abroid, in'pe.ace aud war, Iir.d prond hi(JI(c,r 
· ''aTl'U/ujiriDuJ pa!rfot. acqllired ~hdirnamo of J,~' jufJ, 
·~ttd 'obtailled thr: chara'1:'~r 'cf the mo!l: WI.lflhy :s,'r.d 
lfirtDouS .of. tbe Alhmill!-/, Bllt. the Ie; I/ay v'rillt& 
lIud" this ·hl~Il'repQtatioli.· were ar f1lU1 imp,oveci~ by 

, his rirall'httlli(f~r:leJ, as argo Tents a~aioll hiro, :1'''.1 
, \0 pro,"ehim a man dll,;gmul io the finte, II' kUla,. 
, feelll ftrcngc (r.ythe writer; of the univcrfal hil\o'y) 
, dilt TM11Iipoc!u eOl'lUrai,li: th,e' pOl'lllsr r .. f\!rttHlell~ 

1I!!''tinlt a raaa np'i.tble f~cm p:llceable "i,rues; ret'l.lO 
, cff:.~~d i; by ~ .. uiJg: it to/;= whill,1:r:d ~b 'Il', tI?t 

, , . ' ,. . . ., . tlriQid;( 
, -

, 

• " 
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llis lot, anJ the fate of the noble flrJ.,ltJ. h~· 
r-eward. a 

CONSCIOUS integrity is a rotid fupport .. :; 
A rupport, which the world can neither,give 
nor take away.- .. Like Cato, the virtuous 
roman Senator, 4\ to have done his duty,''. ·,to 
have approved himfelf to that GOD, who fit
wb OIl tlJC tbr{)1!;] of his holinifs I is more 'to 
the good ruler, the true Patriot, than th~ 
approbation or applaufe of united worlds. 
With a fercniry of mind, which no words 

can 
Arifliln lining sfi"'.l'Ilcd the Dame or Ju~. al1:i tlH~g 
frequently III all umpire: b'lwcen C(;Dten,; Dg parliu,nad 
}/lrenlib',y ertl!\cd :1ll)onarchy, Ih,;ugb Wilhou, pomp 
or guarcl~.-O:J a fudrlca, an.i ""en it was Ie aCt (ll.

p~tte'I, cili1.el!~ ,lad countrymen 8 ,c\;ed 10 !hefDrll1'J 
and dcnnnd;:d th~ ofirllciJm -When lhe mllgilhllt~ 
figuilbd to him, t1m Ill, oflr$;ifi;; feJl upon him, he 
l:tircd modddy ou' of II:.: !orullJ, and II he w~nt 
01.1', he lift!:.! up hi~ ~vu ~(I h,av~.l, and (aid, I 6c· 
fitcb ,lie GodJ. rf.r:1 t,i~ Ath~llia " 1l<J] lIt":ler III that 
daJ, which jk.,;' jor:t i!'n~ to reRltDhlr An/lilles I'" f 
Wha.t iill ;,s~J(cd 'pi'l! ! WhJt t.U ic .Ctllitw nul 
What :I divin: c".\inp,c!-Tilil it the gwJ ruler Ih,' 
trilt P Jlr)al-ntid)~r the ingutilude of hi ,tllOlt 
£i:i1COI, oor ch~ ur,jeft fe"/it,. (If his own Ci 1.1;1 1m, 
c0u!d £cmov- h. i ,~e froill hia (:ountry, or pHnnt 
b,~ pr"y"r. for tl1: b', /lhg of hCQvea upon :.n u·;grate· 
fill people, w\o, fol' his f;aithf\'\1 [cl,ic:., had jult CT.' 
Clll"I,: him the right; of fcciely, and drove hil3l in Ie 
b, . d]H::cn t. 

t ,id. uu:m[al Bin. vol. IJ. p. 5 Ii. 57S, &c. 

(I Pirie/a. af'e, m111'j' and CruiDZllt [el'liCel rrncler~. 
to til" 1141:, in the (Gmf" of 11 long and falh:u\ ~d· 
mini6:'atio';, wu uujuft. y, al wdl as ir-judiciuully. 
di('milfd, tlilgraud a.,lI fined by the Alftr.ianJ ; and 
tl,i> at a (irnt ·,VbCl hil preiCllce, ,'uncil, :lIHI (HrcCU~ 

all Ife:: nturc J.lwitO IJull, ever. Il1i". p •. U;. 

, 

\ 

I 

, 
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i 
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lin exprelS, fuch a ruler RlofhhclI'fuUy If'~\"'s 
it with heaven to ellimate his fidelity and 
apportion the .reward. His only r{quc{{ i~ 
lhat.,of pious Nehemiah, the faithful gover
Dour of Judea, "Think upon me, 0 my 
Goo, for good, :Kcording to alllhat I have 
clone for this' people," a 

• 
, 

.~ NOT HER thing necdfttry to the ends of 
oivil government, and to render it a bldTing 
to fUljeCls and ~ Shie:d to the ({ate, is the . 
concurrence of the people, with their rulers, 
in their faithful cndcdvuurs and unrcmittin:; 
exertions, fur internal peace and external dc~ 
fence. 

A facred regard to the confi:itution, a chcct~ 
ful obedience to the laws, and a rcvrrcnd 
fubmifiiJn [0 the authorilY of thofe who arc 
verte4 with the powers of government, an: 
as much the duty of fubjtCls, even in free 
fiates. as it is of rulers to be faithful to the 
trul~ repo{ed in them by the people. 1 he 
oblig Hinns arc mutually binding, equally 
indirpcnuble, and equally necdfary to the liber
ty, fafety, profperity and happinefs of foday. 

-
THE bell confiitution, the wifcll law~, 

~nd the mort faithful rulers are all in vain to 
a perverfe, rdl:!efs,.iactious) rcmifs or d jfobe· 
~ient people. if 

• 
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IF a people violate the confiicution,rra;n;; 
pIe under foot the Jaws, call contempt on 
authority and dcfpifc gover'nment i or fait. 
when lawfully required, to {Hake thore excr'
tions for defence, which the exigencies of the 
flare may demand; they mufi thank them
fC!V(F, and not their rulers, for that ruin which 
threatens and will mof!: certainly overtake 
them 'In the bnr,l1agc of the prophe't, it 
l11~y jttfl1y be faid to fuch a people,. "thine 
own wickcdn( (~ {hall comCt thee, and thy 
baeJHidings fha 11 reprove thee." a 

, Tf1;: aronlc Paul oHaves. "that· tile 
T'cw(rs th~t be, :He ordained of GOD"·; -And • 
j':n:y con(iJcfs civil government as an ordi·· 
1za1lCI~ n( () () T). A nd that TO leTS are" the 

-
miniiltrs of GC'T:."·, to a people, "fOr good." b 
liron) hence he concludes, that a people DlOUld 
~cknc\"l:edi;c their authority' and yield, an 
ooedient luSjd!!on :--And e:;prefsly fa~s, 
t!~,:: they ru::j} need; lIe juqjea; no: onlY jar 
'::.;r:lliJ, bu: a:;~ .tor ccnjcience/i!:e. c -

'j ~. 

Tc t: f::Djc2ion b:re injoincd is not ubfo
lut,) or that paJliw obedience and '1I01Htjijl
diiCC, fo ahrmdly pr(ached up, ill the darker 
n,'o of t:1C 'Norld: But th;;t obedience and .' 
fut'jdi':"ll to good and fa:thful ruler~, which 
t;lC fC2iaI co:nra0: aed the laws of the land 

• • 1 -1 ,. • 

r('q~Jl;(,. tlilO WltilOU' til!" government IS 
• 

". '1'" ,"'" ~ .... .. I ....... 10..,;. 

.. r~,. . "r ., •• '~.' ... J I, . ; 

, 

• 
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Ir-rulers are not feconded -and fupportea 
by, the people, in the exercife of their amho" 
rity;in the execution of the, 'lawsand the 
adminill:rationof government, their bell: at .. 
tempts~' their moO: upright endeavours wilt 
never avail to the purpofes iatcnded by fuck 
an infl:itution. ' . 

• • 

• • 
• 

IT is' with ,the people to ad.d life to the 
oonfl:ituti(m, energy to the laws, and dignity 
as well as fl:rength to government: And (har', 
both for internal peace, order and freedom p 

and external defence, againfl: all who openly 
oppore, affault or invade the !tate. ' 

, 

• 

IN a,word, ,as by the focial comp:.;C\-, the 
whole is engaged" for the protcction and de ... 
fmce of the life, liberty and propcr~y of cach 
individual i {o each individual owes all thac 
he hath, even life itfelf, to the rupport, pro~ 
tcelion and defenc e of the whole, when. the 
exigencies of the !tate reguire it. And no 
man, whether in authority or [ubordi~ation, 
can juflly cxcufc himfelf from any duty, fer~ 
vice or exertions, in peace or wai, that may 
be nccdfary for the pubJick peace, libmy, 
rarety . or defence. when lawfully and con~ 
t1itutionalJ y called thereto, 

As in the body natura', 2.11 tIle parts and 
rr.ct':1bers arc nccclTdi}; :lnd in their places 
r~\'crally concur to [~C hc:.itl:, {1rc~J;;[h ::l:1a 

~)quty of the \yh<'lc : ;5?::1 the ~dy polit;·:k, 
.j 



, 
~, 

" , 
, 
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i weU rq~ulatcd flate, I fimilar -adjulhn~no .j 
takes ,-placc.· '\nd as all parts and members I 
arc ne.ceff.lry : So in their place and ufe, they 

, "n concur to the health, faf,ty and happintfs 
pf f()ciety ; and to the beauty, l1rcngt~, glory 
and defence of the fiate. ' 
• 

WHEN the parts are dira~juti:ed, the body 
is' Out of health, and the contlitUtion in dan~ 
ger, .. 1)0 in the body politic, if the parts ar-c 
diialijulled t its health v.'ill be marred,- its 

. flrcngth impaired a,od its confiitution indan~ 
£cred.1 hus when the, legiaative a[[umes 
and fxcrc:rt:s the power s, by ~onllituti()n, 
vdled in the c:xecuri~e d, partmcnt; the' c:x
ecutive, thofe of the judicial; or the judicial, 
thofc of the Icg;a.iuve; or either of them.: 
'1 ken there is an cvidcnt diftidjufimcnt of.tac 
pans, in the body politick, which tends to 
(:on;uuon in focitly. jumble in government, 
danger to the. conflitution and d,nruttion [~ 
'he commonw"ahh, 4 ' , , 

, , 

'p As f~r M human wild~m an!l f"re~ght could, naif, 
to pr~v nt an" thLg of thi· k;,lc\. the perplt of Ihij 
~:ate have a/f"m<d and declHe I it, 3D ':!le of tbdr 
importl;)t rights; that .. in ,b' goycr .. ,m\ nt. d rbia 
,. Commoll'll'ultll, tile flgilJa/iv, ~fp:wmrllt Ibll! 
c, mver ("-"elre tbe C'X' (lJ<lv, .!ld ju';icialpllwm, 
,. or cit her o! th:m : Tha t::leulifJI fAa,l DC": c:m· 
., eire tile !cg'fh,iv" al:9 j!loid'li pc well. M ei,ber, 
"of them.: The jud',ci:l.1 n,aH uycr nflcife Ih~ 
II kgi!htivt and t::(ccuti'le p~\"lcn, or tith~r 0', 

4. them: To the cl:d, it may be a gClIlrnmwt 'i 
r: L/lWS, ana ml cf mEN" Great a:,e"tiOn 'IVa; 

p:li<i \(> ,h13 inef/imab!e rig/,t. in fertlitlg the deplrt· 
t.T:,eozl; ~illl ;.djullin,e :he ~tvi.U 6lf ~Ov,LrllmeDI, ~y . ' , ."lil 

• , 
, , 

• , , 
, 
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iT . is -of the highel1: Im?ortance. to tbo. 
'Iell being of Jodety, . that cverymao"tbat, 
all the members fu')uld know their place, , 
and [he duties of their fhtiOIl, In the'Com
mon wealth, whether in authority, or fubor-' 
~hation : And every thing that tends,to all, 
alteration, or abridgment, of the ~owers of 
l'overnmer'Jt, on the on.e hand, or of the ., . 

;ighrs of the people. on the mher, fhould 
awaken the aucotion of b0th rur ers Aod pea-, 
pIe, and put aU upon their guard.' 

, 

FOR infiance: The compromife of illdiv;'':' 
d/lals, the plans of a jUllto, ,he fchemes ot a 
f;[fion, or the intrigues of .a court for the 
difpofal of offices or the obtaining elections, 
have a threatning arpeEl: on the Jibel tics of 
ahe people, the powers of g wernment and, 
the conllitution icfdf. Julius Cit/ar would 
never, perhaps, have ha~ it in his P')wcr, [0 

have totally fubverred the t'epublick of Rome, 
llful'p'd the govrrnmenc '3!;d f, aced himfdf 
on the imperial tbrolle, had not his way thereto 
been paved and p'epm~d, by the privat~ 
wmp~a and artJul compromi/e between Pom
po the Great, CrqJ1lts and himfelf, which 

, formt.d· 

ihofe who affillt!d in fr2ming ,.,,,,r N,'IJ} cO!lni~u:ion. ; 
nJW f.r til.y rtl~ceedcd in fo d.!!icult a 1,"CIt lIod 
fo critical 2" nt!empt, \h~ put>lic will ju.1gt, and 
~ime and n:p~rieDC: more fuOr d!lcev'r.-A' prefe:lt, 
h',wei ", it mUll b, allowed, rll:l.t tae p'fol,ca. b~for" 
'1!1 is not v,lIpolllm!lg. 

, 

• 
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fnrm'd the tirf!: trjuinviratt:~ that appeared',hl 
that great L.ommonwealth. ~, 

, , , . '. 
• , , 

· I N ~1l fuch cafes, therefore, "Objla 'P ri11<, 
tip iis ", is a good maxim, ' arid.' worthy .the 
aucntion of all: And the !irfi: appearances 
, 

• , 
• 

) of 
· IJ PrniptJ ~rd C.efar \V~re not yet at open enmity, .oor 
~',fdr d rivals; but the form" having I"ken vanous 
!iep~, which clwly inrlicated his &mbitiou., views; the 
!aNu could not content himfelf with any thing /hort fit 
the (.me fllpmge p"wer tow,hi.;;h hillinl :afpirtd, To 
2cccmpliili the purpofe nf this 2mbilioo, C,~far cOLlidcred 
ih,e CO:l(uJ!lllP ;I" an eifeotidl Llep.. In ord~r to his ,ad~ 
Y3rc(m~r t 10 the 'c(lnfullhip. as well 31 to dfdl his ulti
mate d-fignl, C ... far f<,und it necdruy to avail himf~lf of 
the il.fiucf'ce nor o~ly (f Croftl! his rich and powerful 
friend, but alfo of Pomp'} hi. mal; and to ferve hi/Dfclf 
(,£ beth: I\r.d this gwe rife to the artful comprol7lij~ )ve 
t\"yO mentioned. In this rrm .. rkable cr,mp,.ct, Pbll;fey 
<\I,d CrpjuJ, al well as C..jJr, had ur:d(;u.I~diy tnei,' 
vi w,: f ut to adopt the wordl of celebrated hi(lotiaos; 
.~ [,'/.1,\ managemeut\ tlprnthis ((C.fIOD, :was a rnafl,,
u p;,"'c vI' policy, and tilt four.d~tion of his future gran
•• dcur. r he two citiz:ns, who at this lime made Ih; 
.~ prcatefi figure in the rrpuM;c, without ~ifpute. were 
•• Pompey and C,,,flu : but thef: .two p"werful citiz:~~ 
"I were Oed.red el'.cmirs, ard, all things co~lidercd, mudi 
.6 "pon a leveL As they buth had great intercfi, G/.r 
.1 pl:.!r.lv £',11'. tO~t 'he could never obtain the cOI[uilhir 
.. witl:nn' gJ:uir1g Gne GC ("her of them to his caufe ; but 
•• the ddlicnit:r wa!, \\'h:ch to choole. If he C\of,d "illl 
"' i'GIJIP:V, he wr,u:d lmet with a firong oppclition from 
., C','.!Iln', £rinas ; and if he joined Cif/Jus. he was fmc 
., to 11" ..... ~11 PvlJl/'ty'S party agail:fi him. He thrrtfnrc 
" ur,d,pock tn rec""ciJe the two rivals. H,d by prnpd'll;; 
., to thlm 1 triUmVirate, in whicn (h'ouJd be lotJ'g(d alll),e 
., ~llIho~ j'v of tr.r. fcnale :il'cl people, he prtvai:cd UPOli 
., lhem to m"h up their d [cre' eel, .. nd cr.ter into :\ 
" ftrlEt fritl,<',inip with c;'ell £lther. Tn order to make 
.. th~ir '~r,f«:<r'~1 the more inddfolub!e, they f"l'mLly 
•• bClh d ·.)lcmfcl.,-:s, l<y mt: ual oRlhs 2nd pr(!:nifcs, It) 
., .Ilia C~fl, I ;hr ;:r.d:o IlS'tr D< lhing to b~ underla-
:a, );.,_, 'if ·~r. (,ntt'i 1 '\';~~'II~~" I~.C ~~-r-'~l''''''''''11r '':''O ... r''l t ,·f .11 

" l ..... '-''\r ' ".,-._~)oi ......... t.II."-\. ............. '~ .... • 
.. 9~~r.~" \0. Tt .. ~~ 

, 
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dftich b~nerul machinations C10uld be behciJ' 
with abhori'cnce and chd:k'd with fel-eflry,' 
by :-d1 orders ot rnCfl jll a /rte Commonwealth. 
!!s they are fri~llds to thcii.coumry and w.i!h to 
prefervc the liberties of thi' people, 'the pow
ns of governll?ent, , or the rights cf the con--:' 
fiitutio!l, inviobte.to the State. . 

THiS precaution IS always ncteG\ry ... ".lt is' 
more cfpe<:i.a!ty of import~nce when firO: en
tering into {ociety ; or when a r adle:!l revo-, 
htian t~k.es place, and a new form or confl:i
([aicin of -govefnment is intr()dllCf;d . ·Bold 
- ,~.,. . 
precedents are growing evils; and bt.) con· 
lcql1enees commonly'attcnd them! if !lut lea~ 
tunably checked and etTetl:ually crufhed. 

, 

TH E laO: thing which we {hall mentiol1, as 
necdt!fy co the well: being ()f locicc1 ani th: 
happincfs of lI. free !late, is the cordial con .. 

F curr-enee , 

.. Thns was the 6rft triumv;ratc formed, \if- whidt 
" R-ml< b'Cdm: a prey to that men, who. hv the interd\; 
" rl their unired par' its, arbitrari!y d:t~()fed of al! the 
.. e'?:"ities al:d emp!oymenls in the C·'fficllo.,wealth, The 
.. pup;ic wcre Inng Ihangen to the ffil ijetie~ ot this nrw 
" cabal. Nothi··g more ?ppcarrd to the fcnate than the 
" r~i:oncili<lt~on of {JOfNptJ and G'ral"' ; a .. d C<tr.r was 
" c<JngralUlated. by all ranb of mt1- for having broJlght 
.. it about. C"to alone f0rti-.w the C\\i confequcnccs of 
" .tltis_ Dew aililnce, and ~;tclaimed agai!.{t, it, fayinll'~ 
.: Th<tRoTNe had loft her lib:ny : but nobody hearkeGed 
" to him '[ill it 'W3S--tno Jole to follow his·prlldent c!iun
.. ft!. This·aff .ciatian fyLnltrd to the death of C,../JIJI. 
" and was followed by the intire ft:liYcdion of the r&jub~ 
.. /;(,J:J fiate" . , ' --" . ---
-- Yid. Ullimf. Hia~ Vol. 13' p. 15o,_ISI~ 
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.,rrtnce of an orders of men, in authority and 
fubordination, in a facred regard (0 religion; 
ih a -devout Olcknowled~ment of their depen
dance opon GOD j his pro,idence anI! bleffill?, 
for all the benefits they expect to derin frem 
I !cttIcd civil government. 

T.1lS (entimcnt is eVIl{ently (ug!!efted in the 
'gIOi'~S of om text.' 'I be peapir. wh'le priltCc$ 
arc here introduced as ~alhered together t() 

coa{ult for lhe common good, and tr~llfaa thp 
public affairs for t' e government and defence 
Qf the nation; 'The p,.plt, whofe rulers are 
here termed fli~/ds 01 the tarth, ~nd juilly 
{aid to belong unto GOD ~ In a word,. the pece 

pfe, in whofe fettled gl)vernment and flourifh .. 
ing (tate, GOD, die (upreme ruler, is {aid to be 
greatly exalted, are fitly ililed the prople 0/ the 
GOD, of Abraham, ' a peoplt in covenant with 
GOD. A people of his fear ,of his praife. ' 
A people deeply impre!fed with a fcnCe of the 
Defty, his government and providence; and a 
people who eordii?:lIy acknowledge their de
pendance up:n him and their indilpenfible ob
ligations to fear and obey hi~and to- preferve 
and excrcife a ia(;red regard to- his ,,'cmbip, 
. and to the dod rines and d"utits of that hol1 
rcligiuD, which he had taugbt by hi$ word. 

THE importance of religion and morality; 
and: a devout acknowledgment of tbe govern .. 
m,crlt of heaven, to ,be fupport of order and 

ety, 
-~. _. 

-

-
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{afcty and. bappj~e{s ()£ fOl;iety. it wha~ rc;afo!i 
teaches, and what the COmll1on fen fe, as well 
~s univer(al pra :lij:~ ot 1)1;1. kind •.• ,11 aU ~gell 
. and natipns, ~on~urs to confirm. , 

• 

IN. ciyilizeq nati.oos,:md w.heie <:iv,il gQvern~ 
snent,hath been e.fi~ h1ia,e(-1, 111anv cit ics and pla~ 
~es of import~.~c~ n~~y be IvUIl~ without wallt, 
without 'guard~, and even '-yithout wl:aFo~~ 
Qr any preparatiors for common ddenLe::. 
~ut ids not.cafy. to find .. iIly. without, a Itmp:e. 
a.n al(ar ,3 gro'lJ~ or fOl11e other .. p'Lce appoint;" 
cd a~4 appi'opr.i.ited to the. p'urpoles of re,ligioo. 
the adtllowledgment of hea\'en, and the \l'or~i' 
tlJip of .he D,?ity, in forpe fbape o[ other. . ' . • 

IN all he free fiates.ofGretct and the g~es% 
~epu.hl;~ 0/ Rome; the regard that was paid t~ 
the wodhip of the gods and (he riles of reli,
gian, was c9n~a.nt,\ puna uat anq ex.penfiy~ ; 
an~ i~ D.1~ny i,nfiances, efpeciatiy on great oc:" 
<;:.1ions. rore to lhe heig.ht of fllpedlitioo; Ao~ 
no affair of importance 10 the Hbc,rty ot 'tr>F 
Fe pie, or the rafety of the fiate, in peace or 
war, was uqdertakt 0, wi~h'l\lt a religio\lsac~ 
knowledgme!~t of their dependance upon h~~:: 
vcna!!d the influence of the gods •. 

, 

CC TILE gren,t C-\l\HLLD..3 who was twic~ 
fall}ted ' 'fhl;: [,diverer ot his coumry,' tp 
awaken in his fellow citiZ~lls a len(~ ot the: . . .,' .. . \ 
il!lportance of rr.ligion, appealed to the R~ma11$ 
~h.ther they 'hi bt; bc~~er iLl~l;C:S than c. 
'-" ". , . . . . . 

. - ~. 
'l' t.. ./~ b 
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~hen -they c,mfully krved GOD, or 
than when'tlley ncgic:2ed him." 

'worfe , 

, 

" XF.tWPHO~l very juftly' obferves, (Tila! 

C\'rm, one of the befl: and grc;ltei1 kings of 
, c 

Per/ia, laid the lonnG;ltion of that powerful 
~mpire, not fo much by his n!our, as by 
his rdip-iolls acknowled\!.mcnt of heaven, and o L 

his liberality in the wor.(hip and fervice d 
GOD, " ' , 

, 
• 
, 

• 

, HUT to in/1;lncc from a yet l-iigher :1utb. 
fit)' : ,Doth not the h0Jy prophet of the LOR l) 
'both rep;'ovc and exhort the king of )1dab, 
3n terms which clctrly cxprefs, the IJig~i!U~ 
J)orr~nce of a hcr·~d regard [0 the precepts' of 
reli,",lon alld morality, to the fafcty. ha ppineiS 
:lnd flomi{Lin~ ihte of a people, in that plain 
and faithful expC1jlul,ation Did 110t tby ja. 
torr cat al"d drink, 61ld do jufiice IlndjlJd:;t~I('1t, 
and then it ':CIlS ~odi wi th bim ? He judged tbe 
{([l!k 0/ tbe /,or,r m:d l1t1dy, tben it was wed 
'1vitb him.' WitS not this to kn'ow Itlt ? Jaitb 
,'Ibe LORD. * 

" 
, 

, 

'WnE!{ d,2 Su['rcmc Ruler of the ... rorld 
l'::lVC notice' tIl ilJo(n,thc great law-ginT C!f . 
th~ fJebr/'U; m,tion, that the period of his ad. 
miiliilr;:tion was ha~:tenin8', and the time near 
~t h,m.l, when he mull: quit,the high itation 
he held at the h~ad of the commonwealth of 
Jjrael, for:l more exalted feat of immortal gl,o-

, 

, 
, 

• " 
, 

• 

ry 

.. 

• 
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'11 In his kingdom Ilbove, , ·It is {aid, He cali. 
ed a !olemn affembly of the people; and hi
'ving recapitulated the heads of the confiitu:
tion GOD had gi.ven them, and rehearfed ~. 
fummary ot the !latutes and precepts of' the 
religion he had made known unto them, he 
elofed his addrefs, and took his leave of ~pem, 
with this exprefilve and pathetic exhortatioli. 
hying. "Set your he:arts Ullto all the wor{ls 
which I teltJfy among you this day: Fodt i. 
not a vain thing for YOll ; becau[e it is you,r 
life: And' through ,this thing yc (hall prolons 
your days in' the'l~nd whether ye go over1or.
drm to poffcfs it . ." ~ : ' 

, 
, " 

Tnr:: truth is, religion,' more dpecia:tli:is 
taught by the word of GoD,' and enforced by 
the powerful arguments and enbasing motives 
of the gafFcJ of JejiJs.CbriR.' is tbe {ouree of 
Jibertv. the foul of O'overnment and the life of 

~ ;, . ' 

a people. Its doCtrines are fublime, its pre .. 
cepts excellent, its moti\'es perfualive and en .. -
c\e2.ring, and itsn!wards rich, glorioufj and all 
d,v·:...,o ' 
, ~ JU\o... .' 

. i·' 
, 

, ' . . . .'" 

R ELlG ION Infpjres the foul with the noblelt 
fcntiments, inflames the heart with tbepurell: 
3ff'eC1ions, ~nd forms the man for every virtu~. 
• for every fen'ice, which GOD or tis coun-: 
try may eithtr cxped or req~lire. 

. ITs benevolent precepts are all contained in' 
lcvl to GO D, alld kv( to mOll. And where . . , 

~ Dcat. 33. 46 ~ 41'-' ,'- , '" !h~! , 
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.this dhine dFcCtion tr,kes place, infplres the 
filUl, warms [he hert, ilJauellces the temper 
:!I,d govcrus tht: ccnautt ~ piety to GOD, and 
jL,Hice a:ld charily to men, Will malk, <linin .. 
tlli1h and digl.ifY the: charaher. And the 
:(.iInC divine pfil;ciple,P(-netra~ing the heam of 
the variolls orders (It Olen in locietv, :lOd p.er ... 
. l'arling the fhre,c:l.,nor hjl producing tte hap
Fien t:fi".;:,·t, .' . Vi"e and immorality, wic~ed. 
llels and vnr i!Oht.eou11lt'fs, in eV!:1 y form ~ in e· 
very charaCter, will toon dllappear: I\nd jul!" 
tice, tempemnce, truth and 10\', '. ,every vir. 
tue, every grace which adprns human nature, 
('JT tends to the peace and huppill~lS of todetr~ 
:will quickly take their pl(lce! . ' 

UNDRlt the facred energy of fo t7od-like ~ 
pTinciplr, rulers will beccmc trtJ~.; otriMJ,rfai
bme pClon; the people willing and obedi<;nt 
fllbjech: And all orders ot m~n wiil moll 
c:heerfuHy concur in every meahre wbich wif~ 
.tlom can diClde tor the common ~o(jd~ 

, 

1M a word, reli)on among a people, in its 
power. PUrifY and governing il)fiuence, i~ the 
guardian of Jjberty,tlle llrength of governmef\b 
the energy of laws, the blndof fodety, a~4 

V' btJ(h the glory and ddence of the {late. 

IN timcsof pro(perity, a people, that have 
made GUD th:ir fear, and reli!,ion thClf care, 
may reH .dTJred of the e!hblil1:men~ and. COIl~ 
~inuaHc:.: vt lht:ir flQ\jliJ)in~ iitlte. 

. -- - - -'" ... b • • 
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iN times (If perplexity, ' when daogm my'; 

'mind, opprd]ors threaten, or enemies invade,. 
luch a people haNe GOD for their retuge: And 
~oll1mittillg their c,mCe unto him~ in the way 
of welt-doing, may humbly txpe~t that light 
will ariCe in darknels r that the pow~r of the 
opprtlhr thaH be bwken, that their enemies 
1hall not prevail again!l them, and ,hat GuD 
will maintain their right and their cau{e • 
• 

AT all times, unger all circumfiaJ:lcea., at 
home, abroad, in peace and war,. (Hen a people 
may lafch &. cheerfully leave all their coocern~ 
in the hands of Go D j ao,j in filial confidence 
of his pretence, protection and· bldling, mar 
fa}9 with the Pf.: Im:n " The Lo .d) is on my, 
fide, I will not fe .r:. What can man do unto 
me ?.... Happy is lh.t peOfJle tbat ;s in/weQ 
(J.cale: 1'(3, happy!s that peopl(J 'W~ft GOD. 
is the LORD.t 

IN the abo,e repre(cntat.i'on,. we hate feell 
the fair fide of the qudHon : Government It 
bloffillg, and the jhir/ds 0/ the t.artb, as they 
ought to be, employed for the good of man
kind. Hut it may,. notwith.llanding,. be juilly 
faid"thatthis is not always the cafe. And th~ 
q\ldlinn may fiill beatked· How, then, call 
it he atlerted, " That the iliield5 of the cltnh 

, . 
belong unto GOIl ?'. 

UPON this que/Holl it- may he obfer,ed~. ;; 
'-hat .it is admitted,. that THa 1I11.-1)S ot 

..... -- -. 
! ff.llw us. ,~ Ta .. 

• 



• 

• 

[ 40 1 
:'!I1l EAR,TH may be reverfed:" ·The power~ 
of government m)y be! abnfed. Rulers, how ... 
ever promiGng at firO:,'may become oppre1-
10rs. Yea, this hath been toooftcllthcfaCl' • 
But (hould t11:5 be the unhappy cafe; and. 
c-:: ntrary to the jl1 ft expe'lations of GOD and 
men, thou!:! tbt /hields oi the tartb be rever
fed) and turned ag>lina thofe whom they wer~ . 
intended to defend, it alters not the truth or 
propriety of the a[~rtion. " The [hields of 
the e~rth ail! belong unto Con :" and "th~ 

L 

LOR 0 ftill Litteth on the throne of his holi .. 
, 

SUCH is the nature of the divine govern ... 
ment, and inch the wifdom of the S~prcmc 
Ruler, thac good is brought out of evil, Ev~n 
the opprdfors of mankind are the lervants of 
GCD; . a.t1d their oppreffiOtlS are fo over-ruled 
:15 to be iljb!ervient to the ddigns of infi11ito 
wilcium and goodncf~J in ~he moral govern.., 
ment of the world. 

• 

~HE flields of the earth rwer(ed, the pow"; 
crs of government abufcd, may be and arc 
()ver-rukd in providence,10 as to be produce: 
~ive of sreat goud to focicty and mankind. 

• • 

SUCH) indeed, is the inertia of mankind in 
~ener;,d, th'lt thty are more prone to undue 
fubmii1ion, tlun the contrary. Even a. bJ.d 
govtrnment is better than none, in the elli· 

, G 

• 
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-ft] great is the rirque, the uncertainty and da~, 

ga attendin~ the attempt of a revolution, that 
it is not an ealy matter to perfuade a people, ' 
even under an undue ex::rciii: of power, l() 

rife and relift. Thev will bear mu(h and 
, ' , 

long, before thev can be brou.: ht to unite ill 
I.,.. ~ ,_ 

rich an attempt: but there are oegrees of 
opprcflim beyond bearing; and which miln
kind, unkfs totally loft to all fent;ments of 
liberty, and entirely broke to the yoke of OJ •. 
very, will not lubmit to. And it is wife 
ill GOD, and happy for a pe0ple, when the 
ihilies of oppretTIon are permitted to be Co . 
great) and the violences of opprelfors fo hafii~ 
I y increafed, as ta r ""ufe them dfeClually be",: 
fJre it is too late. 

, 

-

OpPR~smRsarefitly called, HThero1of, 
(Jon's unger, and the {bff in their h 'n I i~ 
his indign;lion,"* They are wifely e1nploy
cd by the Supreme Ruler, to correct th~ "r
mrs, reprove the vices, and reform the di! f
ci.;rs of focieties, uations and flates. Th:y are 
~liore c:fpec:ally improved to roule and r, florc 
~he true fpirit of iibertYi wheu declning ~ 
"nd to bring on a total revolution,if ne~effary. , 
to the prc:fervation or refiof4tion of fo inefti~ 
mabIe: a bleffillg. . 

llisT A ~CES of this are too l1umero~s :\n" . .... . . 
~~o well known, to adm~~~! ~if~~t~~ 

.. G 
" 
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'A~ It was the afBi8ed fiate of GOD'S peo; 
ire l[r(ui, that moved him, in mercy, to 
fend MoIn to deliver them: fo it was the op
preflions of Pharaoh and the cruelty of the 
ta)-mafters,that gave weight to his meiTages, 
and effeClnaHy roufed them, in the f.1ce of eve
ry danger, t.o affert their frci!dom,a nd attempt 
their deliverance from the Egyptian yoke. 

CHRlSTENDOM would never have been 
IOU fed , with firmnefs, to have attern pted to 
free themfehrcs from the hitrachy of ROlJu, 
had not the oppreffions of that power pllt 
them upon the expedient. 

I T was a long [cries of injuries, and· intole": 
table oppreffions and cruelties, which taught 
the United States of HolI~nd to affert their 
native freedom, independence and fovereign
ty, 3!;ainfi: the power of Spai.) then at the 
-meridian of its firength and glory. 

BRITONS ... vould never have fo frequently 
I'efiftcd thrir kings, and flown to arms in de
fence of tbeir invaluable rights, had not thlJ 
irl11 rod of oppreffion convinced them of the 
Jlcceffity of [nch ftrenuoue exertions, to pre
ien'e and protraCt the remains of liberty amon~ 
them. , . 

Ir ~%~ the 0pp7cff'or's hand, in church and 
ftate, whicl'.' drove our worthy (lncejlfrs {rom 
&b,jr nali.Te J~. ucla in the face of every danger, 
........ _-- ~---.--- .- ... -. -.- ..... --~ ----- -~ .-. , ~rrr~ 

# 
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ev::ry oilt refs, to !,eek a fecure retreat for the 
unmolefted enjoyment of Liberty, civil and re~ 
}igious, in. the inholpitable wild. of Americ,IZ .• 

AND the (arne opprdiive hand, which pur:': 
fued and perfecutcd this injured p(ople over the 
wide At/autic, hom time to time, in /a'Wlej's 
claims upon their rights and fibertits, uDder 
GOD and providence, hath been the means of 
prefe~ving and tranlmitting tha( glQrious fPirit 
of libfr!)" for which tr.e Colonies or Atr.trict& 
have been fo illufirious;; ill the fever .. l periods 
of their exiftence. , 

AN D, to ~dd no more; a (cries of opprcfti\1e 
mearures,~\Ild lawlcfs claims of abitrary powel' 
adopted a;ld purfucd by the Court of Great.
Britain, in open viobtion of the moft fOlcrcd 
,hartt'red rigbtj ;' arms to enforce obedience-; 
, and the power of the Britijh legijlat:.lre t() 

" r.Jake L/liYS hiniiftg t!.p~ll tbc Coi'12t'e" IN 
./iLL CASES WH.l.1TSOEVER," being o
penly atTumcd and declared, roufd and raif,,! 
the fpirit ,:1 UBERTY,in the FREE~BORN. 
SONS of AMERICA, to the higheft pitch~ 
And, no ctha <llt.:rnative. being left them, bue 
the SWORD or SLA VER Y ; there Colonie!,; 
hc:ffitD.!f.',l not:. moment, but unitedly declared 
their ck,icc cfthe former: And GREATL~ 
D,'\RED TO BE FREE! ! t 

• 

. T£l! important Di: was caft ; and the gJo~ 
. 'IT:' 1?.1 f I 'h d' "'~h f' - ,.... ,"(: , 1 n "r! Q~ ... ." -

. ~\ ... d "~ •.• _ Q ~'IJ .. rty C0I11i •• 6 .. ;.." • 1 e· 
----- ' --- -- .. - t::! . - ~- --~ - ., 

~ ~ f~QH ... • e -"" ___ L __ 
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"innocent blooa ot our brethren,flain at the open':' 
jng of the interefiing contell, was the Ctment 
tlt the tmi~n, and Jesl of the freedom of thefe 
~njurt:d .Mtserican States !* . 
. ALL, 

, 

• Ltrlntf#'1 ... , tne place. in ..,hich:l ju!\ GO!! WIS 

~leafcd to permit ho/fiillm. between Gr!at Brita;'l Br.,d 
. ./im:rica. to c·-mrnenc~. The perfons who ft,jJ ;,1/ Tli, •. 
Ii,." to tht I..-oni ofrhe opprdror, and who were PRO· 
'fOM l\ R TYRS in the l/~rielt! caufl of USER TY atld 
thei. Clur.lrJ. were iohabitlDt: of tae town;. al d it wal 
Illy 10< to be an 'tt· wif7ujr cf Ihat horrid /U1I1 oj l!/Gci!
OmJ and )~Ilghter which opened the war!·' To be an 
IJI 'lJJilnt/s ~f the ULprCV[ ked, ungenerous and urjull aef
{.olt, of about eight huudred Britlfh regular troop', up' 
()n liftyor fixl}" undifciplined Amnirllns, who neither mo' 
Jelled, Dor had it in contemplation to {l'Ppofc them, 
unle(, drove to it by the Brilont, in defeLce of .them
ie;v.,. their riRhts and their counlry. - ' .To 
fee thl I'UJDrlJ If "i,I,r.~, drawn. tbe INNOCENT 
BLC:OD of our \/rcthren murdtrcwjlr ibed, ard the fi .. rr.l1 

~f 'Wllr hurfiir.g fl{J~"Illl/, wilhout no.ic~, without provp· 
cation; whel' war wal lIei·.ber pr"c1.imec. nor, fo muck 
as profdf..dly threatened: ud thi! by a prin:e"and Da· 
tion wnich. for agel pall, h.d fuflaincd the c:hara8er anel 
~tori:d ill the appellation of 'Ibe PtlrltztStllll: By a Ila· 
ti"D, frem wil'm we had a j .1\ right to look for proltflioQ 
la::d defeDce, ag>infi every JI''lJIlrj' jJfTlllatr: To fee war 
c:, mmeDced "P,)D UI by fnch a nation, Co related for' no 
orherre.f.)n LV' beciufe we '\Were unwilling to give up our 
bwfi i .. trld rigbt,. as {rit !'11m and a I,u peoplt; al d 
thi; lOG. v;ith nrirus eircuG1fianccl of indignity. and in· 
tut~. was, aod woR: have heen. 4fd1i1lg and dijl"ffitzK in. 
~.,d! :\];0 ,he more ell to III, a people. wbo, 'till thefe 
llO"'PPV ;u:d ;mpolitic: me~forel' 'till tltis ur:jull and' bar· 
lu,! U! ow,r,too\;: plae. br.ath.d loyalty to our fover(ign,w," 
tb. fir.cHel\ atf'<tli(lo and refptlt fer the Mother CCo\llll!J. 
L.c guage ~t'u;d fail to r.pref~Dt. and \tOld, totJpref •• 
the fe:l;"~$ rf a free, a br~ve. a generous, a loyal p~ople. 
~~n (\lell ao alarmiDg' cC,!ioD! Ncr can it be jufl~ 
1uf2okd. that lIu)' but tht£c who have flen and felt. !he 
... fiatt. 

- -'. . , 
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AL,L AMER leA heard the alarm, deeply 
felt the wounr!, and bravely rofe' to revengo 
their hrethrtn'shJoodJ and join the common 
Itaule ! ' , ' : 

• •• • • 

, 

T o Heaven the appeal was made! ' By Hea';; 
'len, the claim was fupported !..1;'~~,~ ,GoD, 
who pttetb tlpon the ~hrone oj hU holii1tfs~, the 
. . '. " ) 

"'Governor 
, .. . , 

, , , 

ftIock, can ,form all adequate idea of its real and lntmRD, 
iog dI<~s. " ".., ' .," . 

, 

But however diftreffing, favagt!, or tev~re thefe bar~!'; 
rons, meafnrCi of a ~Jo,d, thirflJ opprdfor, might, at :that 
time, appear to thc: ,i~~abi~ants of Lf"iirgt~n. : \l!ho were 
tjlled' by Providence ,to receive the, /hock however un
righteoUS and eru'cl, it liIig~t fcem to the hjnrcd,thc (;i,. 
jornjilii of Am(rica lo rfbc"haDdofGcti:aJld,cf Provi
dence \V~I!l1?o1l th~fe t~ingl;' . The wifd.om and. goodl)~fs 
cHhe S\lpre,me Ruter lliould be devoutly _acl:.f1o~le~ge_d. 
I' glotio~~1 difpl3yed, ; iu ovtr-ruling thtf:' ~ru of 'olit
raie. barJ.ilrity andmurdct:, ~s,thc'means of: tllc'grealcft 
~ood to c~il !~jured: ~dopp~~if.!d land., ; '" " 

• - . 
- This nllgenero~5, u~ juG and barbarour manner 'of oren'; 

: ing tbe war, nalheiF<'a-,d mnre, perhapl, in the ~aufe:of' 
freedom and -America tbm the wifdon aDd couljfcl of jill 
'the' A,;II;:icau "Slates; o~ tYen' adieiJ~'o;id~; "coiild have 
Cone. This iU timed feyerity aDd murdcri,uh:J,mlty "of 
the Britifh fro-" and thc Brili/h ,ollrt, have anfwered 
the w~thal)lable 'purpqfel. to thl J/"'tr;C~II> .canfe It 
~·)J'fi: med "he 'refo!n Ie; firengthened the we,ok;' cltdblilhed 
the doub:flll, :crcnur~ged:the timid, gave a ofpriug to'ms 
fainl.~eaJ:t;ed. roufed the~'1pi,d, a!\d.~lcllce~H!le .. pervcrfi, ; 
IDd JlappilJ: produced th3~ union of fentiment; and rh9fc 
u:en.ionr of'~t>we\'; . 'in' rne'nr..bI"e coIltdl:' wliicJi noolli'er 
meaCures, iil human prt.b,bility, wonid have fver tiT·a. 0 

cd AnQ to apply the exprdlive word. of JoJrph to his 
~rtthrcn, ilmay 6tlybe (aid , to the haugllty,Britw,-
c, AI for you, ye thought e ... iI againlt UI ; but GOD mea'Jt 
it Ulitogo(,d. to bring to paCI as ids thia, aay, to {~C; 
.milch pcoplealiyc!~ Gen. so: ~o~.' .. , ..... .' -" 

-. 

... . .... , 

, . . --- .. . ' - ' 
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'Governor among the nations,fht PatroTJ of the 
i1dum/and opprfUed,hath plead our caufe, and 
maint:l.ined our right to freedom, equality and 
independence : And given us OJ. name among 
the nations of the earth • 
• -, 

'THE wi[dom of the counfels, the firmnefs 
~f the refi)lutions, lnd the equity of the mea
tures of the United States, ill Congre/s afftm. 
"ied ; 2.nd in the fiates refpeClivdy :. The 
exertions th:1t h:n-c been made, in the caufe of 
liberty and of mankind; and the fuccefs w hien 
hath attended; " The Articles ojConjideratiolt 
".,hich bave been formed and compleatly rati~ 
~tdJ by aU the SIMtS, as the bJ.fi~ offreedom 
alld mutual fupport : And the gtcrious rl"';o
Jution, that hath taken place in LJmtrica; as 
they do honour to human nature, and en~agl 
the attention of an admiring world j being 
tranfmitted by the pen of the faithful hifiori .. 
in t will be ~ fubjccl: of moil: picOlung cono 

lemplation, to all true lovers of liberty and 
ahe right. of mank::.d, in fuccecding gener"Q, 
~ior.s J to the end of tim:;. 

IN the rife and progre[:I of this intereftio~ 
9ontefi, th~ fmiles of heaven have appearcd,ill 
the fupplics :dforded,in various in1l:ances,when 
p:eded moil:; by capture. from the enemy/i 

the 

, \l Witner~ the !ar ge (h:p t2bo frem tile c~cml. by Ibe 
~rn~ CJpt. I'r1~;I.rd, in 1776, and f.nt iOl0 the pOri cf 
JJ1I;;:, l.\!:ll chidl, with PU".!Jd~rl t~ th: ;:mount (if I 

-- - , "- - mi!h~~ 
, 

, 



the generoGty of friendr, and the kindnef. of 
firangers : And alio in the generous fupport, 
::tnd eff~au;~l al.1ifrance,of thore powerful frates, 
who, with a benevolence of fpirit, and mag
nanimity of condua, which does honour to 
themfelvcs and mankind, have e!fentially fl. 
vourcd and Fatronized our caure. ' 

TWAT GOD, who girded Cyrus, of old,nm\ 
called him hh f/;epherd, to raire up hi.s affiided 
people, opprefied under the Babylonijh yak!.' 
:U1d to reH:o~e them to their cO\lntry, their re-. 
ligion, their liberties, t and their po[effions~1 

infpired 

;Lifhk: not) of ah~lIt 1500 barre1s: acci this at a time: 
'!',hen we v;or~ in the m··fi critic"1 fitlu.tioD, for Wabt of 
fuch a fitpp!y of that dl',mial article. 

. 

Witnefl alfo fcveral otlGr brge and valuable ,,~f!'c1I, t:J.':' 
ken by our ptintceri, and fent into Salem, or elfewhere ; 
laden with (ire·.r"'f, 11lQrtsrJ, ordnflTla flortl of variou, 
Iti',rll, c1oathiog, pro~i/il)r.l, Ikc. ~c .... '\rtielel \lectlf~ry,,' 
ufefu!, fC4fonable and il1lport?nt, to our military ope~ 
rations.- . In thefe, and ffilily other iu£lanccl, 'he: 
proTidcn'ce (If GOl) hath been apparant and wonderful, i~ 
(he courfe of the war; and OllghttO be gratefully rcmcm., 
"'ered aud devout!y atk~o\1"cdg~d. by this people. 

t Should it be f~.id here, " That tlle J(WI were not 
rtll:ored to th(ir /ihutill, by the deeree of C,rul,upon their. 
return from DahJ/or. ; but were Ilill a d.pmd~flt people '; 
and tTCn TrihMlarits to thePtrjian Iri~ttJ." . It might be 
anfwered, ·'That it il readily granted, the children of If
ratl were not re[iored to • fiatc of perftll /rudcm and ill· 
tltpeudtllu, by the decree of Cp UI, upon thoir retufJl 
from 8ajJIm to Judta.' It il :.ckriowlcdgcd they were 
Rill drpe:l&lent on the Ptrj4f1 Utrgl.-Nor could they, im 
the fituation and eircumlbncu,in which th.,. wen at thaI) 
timc, bave ddircrJ. :0 b~ Id; depcndent, \lpOll tbat'llQ'lfer-' 

'.' '!It 

" 

• 

" • • •• 

• ... , ' " I 
• • 

• 

• • 
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ill(~ired the Ki~g of Franu, and the powerful 
natIOn under IllS government, from principle. 
~onhy the character of a great ·a benevolent 

Prince, 

f 11 c~urt,than that generous decree of Cyrus made them . , 
J ufl emerging from a I .. g and difireJfn~ ,apllT!itJ, it is. 
eafy to believe. they were no~ in a cap.ciiY to fupport and 
d~t'tnd themfelvfl in their formu iudepeodence; even tho' 
it had h:en graoted them.in tht fullell feofe., It wal their 
{ar~'J ~r,d happineh, that GOD appaiDled C,rIlI hil and, 
their Ihepherd, that untl:r the wing of hil patronage and 
prntelttf)lJ. they mip,ht [mud, return to their C .. U ltry. 
uh p,,fldli:1I,l rf their laDd" rebuild theh ci ies 3hd ,he 
temple, reltore the w.1rlhip of Go D .• ccording to the Lef/i. 
ti,al inlH~ulion ; and re.efiahhlh their laws polity and 
JI",ern!ll:nt, agreeable tn that divine confii'uti::m, ... hich 
(JOD had given to their fathers. by the hInd "f Main • 
In Ih(,rt, Ihe r<voIULioD, in the "jf.irs (If theR,brew u.tioo, 
",hicb tOt It plac~ ul.d:r thil htlltool~Mt prinu.a. d in c ,nfe. 
'luence of the ~b'we mc"tioned dtcree, was _glor;oul ,.v,·. 
JUI;O'" • .'\ re"1Iulioo, in ar;d by which the people cf GaD 
'Were red,··.med frum cap;iVly lit reftored to their ooantry. 
1beir p' If.llioLI, ancltheir IdWi. lih,rt;11 and religion. 1f1' 
1111 their peculiarities; and to a greater d'Rree d Ilaliou/. 
frtednm ane iodcpelld,r ceo than evcr they e"uld h~ye e.· 
pelled Of promif,d themr, 'V:., in their late deprdfed. {cat· 
tered,infl~ved and captivated ildte. Agreeably we Ii"d DOC 
lI)uly the dt crte tfCJr;u ; but the fe.-eral propheciel which 
have rd<rrer Ce to it 01 to him as the deliverer of Goo's 
~nple 'j and even other emineot prophecies, corc'rnin~ 
the retllrn of the JtW! from tbe BabJlonian c,privity, ex· 
,refiT repr&cthg their rd\oration, in general. 2& full 
Sind compleat; a·,d wirh()ut any Itt or draw· hact For 
further Itght and falisf.tli"n upon Ihi. tubj,a and quef
tion, vid. and comp, thefe following placel and palfagcs ill 
feripture. Ezra. chap. I. throughout. chap. 6. lirft part. 
}fdi 44 ~8. Ibid 45· l' 'S, alld 13. Jerem. 29. 10. and 
tfp·cially lhat iliuilriuul prophecy, je1cIII. i~' th. li. 19. 
'0 aLd:ll vcr. 

I only add, that. in my rrf rence to CJrus, IDd the pro
Ilbecf ,concernipg bim, tbcjuJitiD.' reader will eafily fcc. 
~l the ~ .. iIl Ro~tia ,jC!it Will IlQ' lO illlliratc th1e ,'lIlr: 

" caUlclI'. 
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Prince, and a wife and politick nation. earlv 
to favour the caufe of th,:fe injured infant 
{tates : And finlliy to taka a decided pm, 
and make our caufe there own. by a publi: 
treaty, both tenuous and jlll/.and nobly 
founded in principles of equaliU and indt-p:i:
d&NCC. 

THE advantages refulting to the Unite:l 
States of Ame ... ica. from their happy alii· 
anee with fo plliJfont a Prince and fo powerful 
a nation, in the courfe of the w~r, arc ron 
many to be enUluera ted, too im porrant to 

have efcaped o()ticc, and (;;c well known to 
need a IDeation. 

THE acccffion of the power af Spairz to 
the COlA.lmon C'lUre, bri~hten5 the prOrpf{t 
And the late addition of tbe Unit:d States of 
Hollal/d, and, probably, of R4Jil, &ond a:1l 
the powers of the armed neutrality, in coo
fcqucnce (If the unjuft meafures and unhear,d 
of outragf,J of Britain, muft, under GOD, 

give the clearcfi: affurances ()f an happy ifTue ; 
11 and 

p'~l·nrfl. or degr~e, ~f tb~t frtdoOlHld Ii!),rty, ,,, 
~hi~h. GOD'S p~orle w~re r.ired, by :h .. kind, the :~C"f
rOlll and rlft&IJ:,J interpolitic;\ of Crr,,,. f'f :1-, l' ~~. 
('::me'i,,~ n.,rl rdhr9~i(q ; bllt th- h~~1 of COD a~'l 
ike wi(iml ~I/II g1otl~~fl'{ biJ a!1 [uptrir.'er.dhg r(~:!""·:. 
~n (!tn:Cltn;~ the m~'Jlf(lTt't it:f!'lCfic;nt! th~ Pi: c.'' af,! 
-7~r.ruli··g (h~ (:In'iu.-1: of mef1, prh~::er. a~,J ki('l!!'. c',· 
'!a~el and oar''lr1, .nd nO""~fl ~D f'~rt1J. lOr tl-e r rT- 'I:· ,. ,. , " 
~he P Jrpaf;'( r.f hi., ~el1CT("\~r.:a. lrl ;z'e (t'PI'o~t 'r-,~ r·,> 
'!:f of all dlUled pr~pl,., alld th rcd-':!':):l~u .il;: !l!;:, 
'k~! C'f th~ lr;llred ~n~ ".::,pH~~d. 

• 



and of the compleat ef1:abliibnlent of the 
freedom, independence and fovercigntYl of 
the United States of America; if we are not 
criminallY wanting [0 Qurfclves. 

AM IDS T the convuliions, the ravage. 
hloodfhcd and difircfs that have attended the 
war; -3l1lidl1 the great and complicated ex
miom, we have been called to make, in this 
~ll·intcrcll:ing contdt, we have feen, to the 
glory of GOD and honor of Amerita, a 
dcgrfc of internal peace, order and unanimi
ty, far beyond what could have been expfC1:ed, 
in a firugglc of this nature. and in effcC1:ing 
a revolution fo cxtenfive and important. 

IN a word. to the honor of GOD, who 
.fift(th ujJon tbe throne oj hi! holineJs, as 
Govmzor among the nation!, to the joy of 
America, to the difgrace of 0ur enemies, and 
the afionif11ment of the world, we have feen 
there infallt jlatCl, in the midfl: of the alarms 
and fhocks of a dillrdlll1g war, and in the 
face of every danger, rifing from a fiate of 
dcpend'!nce and obfcurity, to a fl:ate of liber
ty, independence o.nd fovcldgllCY •. And widi 
:a fpirit of wildom, firmncfs and rcJo\ucion, 
which, perhaps, hath never betn equalled, 
forming conHitutioI1s anJ cftabli!hing govern
ment, l1pon the bafts of freedom and the 
{did iOilndations of jufiicc :md equity. 

UND 1.& 
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UNDER tlle rmiles of heaven upon this 
Commonwealth, in particular, have we not 
feen the focial compact formed, and a eonm· 
tution of government ratified, introduced and 
~llablilhed, with a degree of unanimity, which 
cuuld fcaredy have been looked for, in I . 

matter of fo delicate a nature and fucA lalling 
imporqmce? A Confiitution, which, for the 
fulidiry of its principles, the liberality of its 
feniments. the importance of its rights, the 
wifdom of its arrangements, the propriety of 
its boundaries, the adaptcdncfs of its infiituti
ons, and that [pirit of liberty which infpircs 
the whole, may jufHy 'Vic with any othcr 
upon the continent, if not in tbe world. 

UNDER. this happy Conflitution we have 
feen, [0 univerfal fatisfaCtion, that blelfed 
prophecy, concerning GOD'~ people, after their 
return from captivity, literally fulfilled unto 
m.' "Tbeir congregation }hall ie eflabliJhed 
before me: their nobles /ball he if them/dues, 
ar.d thtir Governor Jball proceed {rom the 

'11 f h " IIlI9 OJ t em. " . 

THE energy and happy efi"elts of aConfti· 
t!.:'ion, thus formed, rati5ed. io:roduceri anu 
:~dm!nirrred,have been too clcu!y fem and too 
fcnfi bly fele, by this greatftll people, to admit 
r"f' di~)tlte, or even a doubt. 

-
s ]mmi.b 3-, n, 22. 

, 
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Iv1 A Y we not, , , yea, rather, ought we nor, 
upon this joyful oecaGon,. in a deep f~rife: of 
bur obligations to heaven, to aferibe the'gld:' 
J y of all to GOD, and del.cmly aclmowledg~ 
that tbis is the LORD's doing i'itis iJlar:viJ~ 
i'JUI in our 0'CJ ! t1 ' . ' ' ,-' 

, ' 
• J ~ • • 

Tms day, wh!ch defufes the fmile offree~ 
'dom, the j?J 0[ liherfJ', . in, lhe :cciuntenai1te 
of the true 'P afriot, of every friend ",to'his 
country and manJdnd, is a frefli evidenc~ of 
the care -and benevolence of heaven (0' aifiri~ 
jured people, a new tdHmony that Gob 
hath not forfaken an opprdTed land. " 

THIS day is grent, as it is the firft;·- nn 
which we commemorate the goodnefs of G9D, 
:he (uprcmc ruler. in the bleffings of afit
t!c"'g?,-c1i:mmt.l1nder a ConfiilUricn cHablifh
eJ 0;1 [he I'UiClf principlesof libfrty and cqUiiy. 

THIS day is gr~at, as it is the firfl, appoin
ted by rhe confHturion. for the }latcd nlfet~ 
iilg of the Princes of this people" (he fathers 
t:r the Commol1\V(alth, in General Court': 
And it is.aifo great.:ls ie.commences an 1E~A 
)~ Amtiverjaries, lor' the 'fame joyful purpo· 
i~S.. to. commemorate and p&riake of the 
~!t'I7;~!rs of UHEltTY and a FREE GO. 
i.!t:RNMEN r, ·which '( we troll: in ·GOD) VliII 
:d, but with !imc-itfcH ! !. - , ~ ... 

• 
, 

ON 
• 
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ON this joyful day wea~e Jnvited to fee 
GOD, the fupr~m~, r.uler, ,on the, ,throizi Of his 
holint/s/the Javi'oui:' and defence' o£all affi'iFre4 
land, ;,:' 'II Tht; princes' of, the people' ,of. the 
GOD 'of.:AhrQP4~ gathere,q ~og~~het :: AM 
" The Sbielgs' of' ttl€:. eanh," ,- The r!ll~rs o'{ 
tyet;yAepartmep~,",d~votiDg therufbi'yes t~ the 
lervice',:~f.qdD:· ~n.i)' )p~,ir,_~PQnrry;:' i.n ',kvout 
acknow1edgfuehCof his' govcrinnen'r, 'to the 
end" tb~[: G0D !~}~h,t ,begrco.tl!l {1(/lte1,. in 
the go~d,~of~is p',e.~pt~l_~y~hcir a~nlinl~ralipn! 
,( .,' .' . ~ !. ~~ •• ' • • \ ' '" 1 J ;, ~ t J ~ .; , , 

behol~,'-:4 ji:c9,nd ~~m{'~a~~1 ' to', tne"~l)iCJ:rea't 
of g9.ver,nmeot,., ,m' ~hls "omm(jl',~ealth,. by 
the free {l)ffrage~' 'oftJ)(peQple,' I} v.c~t!ei1ZOIE; 
whofe.,pat~,ioti~ p"r:~jj~iNe(. ~~~Iy i ,ee~,a~~d ': th.e 
atrentlon of hu Je.l!o,\y-,cmze,!s j •. :'lYro(e UnI

formity of conduR-, hi the fcveraloffices , he 
fullained, effeCl:uaJly gained 'thei'r' efleem "; ", 
whofe firm attachment, to the liberties of. his 

, ..... " .. '\ "". ~, '," 

country~':a'nd de[ermin~drefolutjon;, a'[ ev.ery 
rifquca,nd, in th~,m.oO: ',trying tilf'1~~,' JQ do all 
in his p~yier to fu'pporf~hem~ eflabli(Jled their 

. ,'" , ,., l '\ 

confid'enc~::, ;In 'a word; a (jent/cmmi, 'whofe 
difpotition~ abiliry' ~rid i!ltegri,tYt'in·lileJervid: 
of this 'and the Uizitid Statcs,,' ~,ay~: ~ee.f1 tryw 
cd and apprpv~d i,' 31ld w.hofe ijilJ!'iic:,"ii, i1Ihnri~ 
bus, bOl,h as ; prq[crzhc{J. by' 13r.ii!!iti,,',, ' and as 
,~uthenticating ,rhaiilorious,ati, byw'hich the 
;Jtzited SItJfCl q/ AmCiica 'are fOl;C;Vcr feparated 
\'iom ,her, ·.'?nd ,d :;d~~~d, 'to b~, a free ~'14 'inde-

tcnJ&c1l NAT fa N~ . , ,...,' , ' 
. ' , , '. A . . . ~ -.' 's' 

, . 

, 
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As this is the higheR mark of eReem and 
(onfidericc, in the power of an obliged peo
ple to give: it cannot fail of ~eing ,a fupport 
to His EXCELLENCY, under (he weighc 
and .pcrrkxing cares of government, . and a 
pit afiAg' inducenent to thofe returns of at. 
ten lion aDd fidelity, in the dutie,s of his high 
Hation, which they may jufily expe\!t. . 

• 

WI are alfo happy, this day, in beholding 
ihe . next feat of government filled with I 

Gentleman. whofe amiable difpofition" (xcel· 
lent qua!ifications,patriotic fpirit, long experi~ 
ICnce and faithful Cervices, in various depart
tnent~, have endeared him to the people, and 
dlablifhcd a confidcm:c in him, as worthy 

• 
dut exalred fiation, to which he is called by 
the general vcice of the citizeos of this fw: 
Commonwealth. 

AND to compleat thegladncrs of ourheart~ 
upon tbis j'Jyful occaGon, we fee t~e prinm 
of the people, the bonorablc, the members oj 
tbe Sttwtl: and Houje of Repreflntativcs, de
legated by the [uffrages of their brethren, 
from ~!l pam of the nate, gatbtred togethtr. 
and in General Coun a{[embled, 10 conrult 
the C01111:)On good and tranfaCl: the important 
~lf!irs of government. .And, as thefirf/ /lep. 
ef importance, we behold there prillet! oj 
tbt: ptcpte, tnc[cSlJields of the eMth, in folemn 
afbllOly, in GOD'S h01y fanCl:u::iY, met, reli
gioufl,t to acknort'lcd£c their dcpcncicJ;lce upon 

GOD, 
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GOD, the rupreme ruler, and devoutly to 
implorehis'prefence, direCl:ion and bleffing. -
o may that GOD, who fittelh ,n the thr()ne 
'.f bit holinefi, who is the fountain of wif40m 
and Father ollightl ; even th~t GOD, whofe 
ear is ever open to the fi'ncere prayers of his 
peol'le, fend them· his bleffing and ananfwer 
of peace ! ' 

MA y the moll high GOD taka there 
SHIELDS of the earth, this day, under his 
immediate care and patronage, guidance and 
direttion. May the fpirit of GOD and 'Of 
glory defcer.d and re~ Llpon his EXCELL~N
ey, his HONOUR, the honorable, the COUPl

eil, to be chofen, the Senate and the H auf( 
~/ RepreJCIltatives : And may the divine 
prefence and bJdfing attend them this day, 
end in all their councils, debates and govern
meatal acts, through the whole courfe of the 
year. Thus may it appear to all this people, 
that the LQR D hath direttcd their choice; 
and that thefeShieldr of the earth, there rulers 
of the people, do, indeed, belong Ullto GOD, 
are devoted ~o his fervice and iilfhumcnts of 
his glory. 

TH A T plai0flefs of fpEech which hath been 
adopted in the whole of this difcourfe, may 
well fllperceed the ncceffity of aMY pmicular 
application, by way of addrefs. The wholo 
is intended as an hUIfJbi'G addref! [0 tbe jath(Y's 
if :tbi; Comm~'Jwlallh1 .. nd to this refpeCl:able 

• , rr LI. 
ali~mv'J' 
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atrembly. If any thing hath be,en fuggdled 
wvrthy attention, or aCilp~ed to tl)e occation, 
we truft ill the candor of the affembly for a 

• • 

cordial reception. Wkatever is o( a different 
complexion, is net likely to be ll)ade beller, 
by any thing further added, to -render it more 
acceptable. , 

Ou R fJoiitical father/, however, will permit 
me, with all deference, to obferve,· • 

, Tn A T the eleCtions of this day ; and 
which, agreeable to [he ficin! compaCi, are to 
take place, as the firfl: bufinefs of [he GC1leral 
Court, (however limited) are juflJy confider· 
ed, as inlerefiin~ and important • 

• 

WH FlN we confider the importance of the 
executivI department, to a due adminifl:ration 
of government i The high rank of Coun
{ellars ;'" How much the power of the Chief 
Magif1rate is jimiud by their advice, in the 
difpofal of place., the appointment of officers, 
and other things interdting to the communi· 
ry· or the important influence they bave in 
the adminilhufi"!1 of governmenr, and the 
:e;a .... ~<"l8cn1C:)t of the great affl!rS of the Com
monv'cclth; ,it fGoC]id ir.flnmcc to Ihcwifdl 
'ok of Ikt pO""i,~r of election, with whkh 

• 

~hc hOM; i,i),: SN:.~t,r; ;md R.iDre!~ntiJtrvtj"1 
~ oJ 
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Is thee1eCliori limited? ·Still there IS ci 
-:110icc,., A choice, which made with wifdom' 
;lilt! fidelit);, 111<1Y be ot great uti1ity to this 
Commonwealth. 

• 

• 
, . . 

IT is no impeachment of th:: :lbilities, ho·' 
nor or integrity of any man, tofllppofe, thac, 
:;1 a body of \':ifc, great arid gooJ men, then:: 
may be different talents ,and iUlprovemems, 
:ind Jifl.irid charaCters, that may have an o· 
pening for ex~rcik, and 111ine with a peculiar 
lilfl:re. in different departments of civil go,,: 

• 

;'crnment. 

,. I ". , 

W HAT there talents and charaCters are; 
how to be dii1jnglli{}~ed,in whom to be found. 
;rio w Tkre to DC plated, fcil: the' purp9[~s ot. 
f.()vernment, and bell: good of the Com no,;
weahh, is not for me to determine. ,l)tle . , 
certaill it is, thde. arc' q'ueltions of 0') 

lmall importanc'c to the public ~ood : t\n 1 
qlldlions, to which our honored civil rathe"r 
will gi lie that attention, which their huc:iefr., 
ing nature' demands. 

NOT @nly to prderve, as dillinctas' poffi-' 
blc, the {everal dc;partments at gr;vernmenr; 
!iiJ.t [0 they 111ight be a mutual check upon 
each other ; but alto to t!ve dignity to go,;, 
vernmcnt and energy [0 the laws, as well a~ 
eafe to admini(lration, were evidently in view,. 
by adopting this branch in the confiitution ~ 
And i~ cannot be doubted, that, 110t only tho[,;' 

. 1 vrhl) 
.... - - -' 

• 
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~ho affified in adjufiing the conftitut ion, but 
;lIfo the people at large promifed themic:lve1 
much f:om this high dtpartment. 

, 

THE eleAion of counfellors, ther~fore; 
however limited, will always be juRly conti
cered as a {tiered depojit in the hands of the 
Ceneral Affembly, of the higheR: importance 
to the liberty and fafety, the peace and prof. 
perityof this Commonwealth. And; with 
all deference, it may be·laid by the people, up
()n {uch an occal.i.on, " We claim it as our 
light, That, among thofe who are returned 
for Coun{c\1ors and Senators, the pedons bell: 
qualified to {crve GOD and their country ill 

thilt exalted department, be' elected to th! 
council board." And may GOD fend a pcrfe(~ 
lot 1-··. 

THf~ foundations which have been fo hap": 
}lily laid in our flCW eon/7itl/lion, are to be 
dl:abliOlcd : and, we truft,in the hands of wife 
and faithfu I rulers, and by a good adminiflra· 
tion the V will be eflablifhed for" Thl'J 

• 

FOU~DATIONS OF "MANY GENEq 
" 

RATIoNS," 

Mueu depends upon the fieps that have 
been and are {lil! to be taken, under this con
fiitlltion : and to dcrire the benefits and ble[~ 
fings we promij.~ ourfd yes and pot1crity from 
it, the greateft care ihould be: t2ken, not only 
.~~ prei<:r'l~ tl:c confiitl!tiOll itielf~ in all its 

- --_. -- -- ... _--_ .. _-----.- -" -
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parts, facred and inviolate; but al(o, a3 much 
as poffible to have the genlline fpirit and prin
ciples of it infpiring 'the laws, and direCting 
the exercife of tbepower!i of governmen.t. 

, 

WE have feen,in the preceeding di[courf~.' 
a fpecimen of the importance of attemion and 
fidelity in rulers, ~nd fomething of the nature 
of the eng;;gi:lg and powerful motive~ hereon", 
to: As altQ the gloriolJs rewards which thol~ 
are intitled to who are faithful and pedevering 
in the difcharge of the clutier, of their feveral 
offices and flations. And furdy 'there never 
wal a time when the c;llls of GOD, oj provi
videnc! and our COUlltry, to the praCtice of 
thefe virtues~, wc;re ~rcater than, the prefent. 

MANY things, i-nterefling in their nature; 
(md importa.nt in their confequences, dem;l.nd 
the attention of our ch;il {(ubers, in lh~ feve
ral departments of government; but efpecially 
in the G.eneral Court ·\~Inattention and remjfi'~ 

• 

ne(s are at all times . .ine:.:cufeable, in thofe who, 
have accepted feats i,n government or places of 
trull: and authority:; Ar.d 1 need not oblerve, 
that at fuch a day as th.is., they:, mu!l: be cri
milia/ indeed! The lawf" dilhibutive ju!tice" 
the order and peace of fociery, the internal po
licy and gover:nm~nt of the Cot11ii1onwcalthp, 
and the trade ald. commerce ot the hnd, :1re 
fubjeds which llatedly call for the care and 
:;!ttentioll of rulers and governniem.- The !till 
yrretched fialc of our medium, by which trade 

-- ---- --" '" T -,-- , • 
~ Z IS • - - , , 
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is obl1ruCl;:d, the poor ofFefeO, the cour!c 
of itiflice, in mutteis of property, retalded ; 
the community dcfr~nded, 'the public fdith 
and ruh1iC credit perplexed, is truly affeCting, 
~nd clcmJnds immediate confideration ; ana if 
anv thing within the liplit~ of huma~ wif~om 

. and pCflctr.aion on yet further be thought of, 
to' re nedv fo ['reat an evil, it is ferventlv ho-

. \' .I . 

red, it will no~ dcape the potice of theGener:!l 
Court, . 

• • - . 
TH E dedill;n~ (latc of religion, morality 

;ond virtlle j and the great prevalence of vice 
~lJd immOiality, irreligion and profanene!s, in 
:l1l1lot1every form, [lnd in the various orders 
~nd ages of men; it j~ humbly conceived, ~re 
[ubjeCts, not only important in thcmlt1ves, 
hut of the hjghtfl con{equencc to lhe well· 
bein~ of /ccielV, and call aloud fGr'th iuter-, . . 

poll [ion of ruiw, who are ordained of GOD 
to be a te!'Tor to evil doers and to {vii 'li.:orkS. 

• 

. In v;}in do the teachers of religion and evt'll 
the ambo jjadorJ of (brill preach aDd te .. eh the 
jmportancc of fcligicn,the excellence of virtuc, 
~nd the ncceilicyof morality, jufiice, tempe. 
nmel', trLlth or rightf:)U{ne{s ; while vice, ill 
i(s variou~ forms, is win~cd at by authority, 
alld iniquity el1ab1ifhed by law. 

I WOULD not be underfiood, :1, {uppoGrg 
this to be our cafe ; but rather to cxpreJs nn 
earncfi defiee to prevent it, by tlJOie timely 
q:ertiOl;~ which wifdom and policy 1 as ~':Il 

ns 
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~s piety and g.dtil~c[s, teach m to make,. for 
ihe glory of GOD <lnd good of fociety. And 
certain it is, that much d~pends upon thoCe in 
~uthority, and much is expeCled, and muclt 
may qedone by our civil I(J/hers, by wd/
jU~I!.('d and, ':I.!e11-o:ecufed laws, for the fup
'pret1ing and puniiliing of vice and immora. 
lity, and the en(6ourage~~nt ~nd fupport qf, 
religioll an~ vir~~~~ , , ' 

ncr T after all, it is by example, a Jiving tX~ 
ample, ofju!lice and righteoufnefs, temperance 
~nd challity, faithfulnefs and integrity; and 
that gloriou. aiTcmblage of chrifiiall ,grace. 
and moral virtues, by which humln qature is . 
!1dorncd, and fucietV rendered happy, that ru
lers gi\'c energy to law., effeCtually (uppre(1: 
vicc in its variolIs forms, encourage virtue, all~ 
introduce and promote a thorough refon~atiol1 
:among a people. Virt\le i~l high aation; 
lhines with an in~reafed lu~re, hath all extel}-, 
five infl\te~lee'; and (weedy atrllCls the at ten.' 
tion and engages the imitation of all around. :' 
'But without this, reproofs are in vain, puni~~ 
ments il1e~ect~a.I, and laws ~o ~ittle o~ ~o pur~ 

I " po.e • 
• 

I~ a word, n want of attention to religio.ri 
and virtue, in rulers or people, may blafi our 
\vifet1: counfels,fap the foundations of our moil: 
r,\i[ed expe~htions and bring confufion on a\l 
cur mcafureso .' - . -- . ." . 

W!Ta 
~-.-......:.....--

, 

, 
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.. WITH grateful fouls and thankfulncfs tG 
beaven,we revere and admire the wifdom, the 
piety ami pol icy of our jore-Iathers, in the 
early and effeCtual care they took, even while 
weak-handed and yet in an infant fiate, for 
the good edQcation of children and youth.
Laws, for the furport of grammar /cboo/s, in 
the feveral townS g were made, eilablj(hed and 
Jl1credly regarded. Colleges wer:! founded and 
endowed, and cheerfully and generoufly fup
ported. Thde infiitutions ha ve been, for ie
veral generations, the fources of light, of 
knowledge, of literature, e;f liberty :lnd reli
gion ; and under GOD, the happy means of 
forming many worthy characters, fer eminent 
tlfefulnefs, both in church and fiate, And to 
thefe infiitutions, we are not a little indebted 
for that knowledge to difcern, that wifdom tOi 
. ftate, and that fpirit to defend our rights and 
liberties, civil and religious, for which the in
habitants of thefe States have been fo juiUy ce .. 
lebrated, in the prcfen: conteil,; and which 
11uve introduced and efiabliiJled that glorious 
ytvolutiml which hath taken place in America. 
May the prefent generation be imprefTc:d and 
infpired with the fame excellent fpirit ; and 
may it be encouraged and prevail, ill thofe that 

.1ucceed,to the end of time! 
THE Ullh'er{ity at Cambridge, theAmtrican 

tfcadar.), of arts and fciences, and all other in" 
fiitlltions for the promoting of literqture, are 
mon: ferventiy commended to the care and 
patronage of Lhe ci';:t'J [atben of this Com
monwealth. .. - .'. . .. _.' _._. BUT, 
_ .. _---.--- -- ' -- --



nUT it is not fa much in the high attain .. , 
ments in fciellce, to which tbe Ie.rma jt'1Jl" 
may arrive, a~ in the diffufing common and uje
Jut knowldd,( il1 all orders of men, that the li-
bertyand faf.:ty of :\ freeCommonwealth can
fi(l:s. The /orm~r may fiourial, and in faa: 
have been encouraged, and carried to an etlli
n,ent heighth of glory, in delpotic flates, while 
the latter hath been depreifed ; and even at; 
the fame time, that it hath been the ungene .. ~ 
rous policy of pedons in power, to frown up-, 
on, and artfully to dl(couragc the means of' 
common education, and to keep the multitude 
in the 10'NeH flate of ignorance, that thus they 
might be (it tools to carry to effeCt: the purpoff!l' 
of oppreffion and' arbitrary power; and be, 
continued in a flateof )lawry, without eyer, 
knowing,either the 10fs of their liberty, or tb~jr . ,. 
rigb!s as mm. 

IT hath been f:1id. 'The law is the inheri'; 
6nce of the people.' ' I willi to GOD, that 
multitud~s of the people of this Common ... 
wealth, had no rei410n to complain, that they, 
have been abridged ora precious part of this in·' 
heritance, in that too general negleEl: and con' .. 
tempt, with which the law, for keeping gram .. 
mar SCHOOLS in the feveral towns, hath 
been treated! or a number of years paft· IQ 
the name of Go D, our country and pofierity. 
it mly be pertinently aH.;.ed What bccomei 
of the ,hiidrm of the poor, the widow, and 
tbem tbat hal): lJ~ hctp{r~ Wh~ll [0 ufdu.J, {() 
~ .. - -, ' -' neceifa-r1. 

___ __ J 

• 

• 

, 

, 
, 
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iiecelfary l law is trampled under foot! H()w 
can rulers be faid to be (bie/ds 0/ the earthg 

and to btJong unto GOD, while authority is dt:4 

1pifed, and thc laws evaded, diCpenfed with, 
or (et afide with impunity? ·In fine, !liay it 
riot be aiked, whether more is not to be jf6red. 
with rogard tp the liberties of a people, and' 
the well· being, f:lfcty and profperi[y of a free 
1late, from the lhametul neglect of the infirm;
lion of children and education of youth, in fo
ciety,than from tbe fword of an enemy, or the 
power of an opprcifor ? lit R (] L E L S 

• A numher of oth~r q'uellions inight have b~en perti
S1Cntly , !ked here :-A! Wh1t b, C1m~. of the oathlof: 
gr«ndjurort, UpOIi the qudtion, • Wh,elher their tOWli1 

are provideli with grammar /cnoo/-majlffJ, according to 
Jaw?, 'What fDrt of fchoOlt have been kept? • What 
li1l.d of mailers have been. at leaA, u. o(lm. employed •.. ; 
• What the orders, tbe prayers, the means 01 ioC\> u.!lio[l 
and education, in thc·fe fchools are? "'Whether at!y 
{chooh. 'at all, have been k'pt, and how long, or what 
proportion of the year, in toWl'lS -dlhere the aforemention
ed law hath been .vaded, difpelifed with, or fet afide ? 
Ac &c -·The nfwtr to thefe. or other <lilt/tons upou 
this fuhj,a, I leave to thofe who lenow what belongs to' 
i,ho,1 ~dlJcalim, 2nd to all candid, impardal, "ife and 
judicious clifetvm, to make. 

Two things were, nndoutllcdly, in view, 1>y our wor'· 
thy I<Dceflon, in the fiandiD~ Jaw for gramm~r. fchools .; 
BOlh teDdio,; to promote leaming aod kOflwledge in the 
commonity, Que was, , that towns being (,b'iged. onder 
certaio prnaltitJ, to prnvide themfclYCI with 'f}jdlljualifi· 
,4 1?,.mTl"'" jchool-11IajilrJ, the people in· gcneul, the poor, 
a. well as rich. might, with'lu! immediate per'onal CX~ 
p~nce, be provided with goad means of illnrul'lion and 
.duC:ltion for their childrev. 

Tbe c.thcr was, that porenll gr friends. whcf .. circuml • 

Jhnc:es were not .muent, might be induced 10 encouragll 
~ {mil{ ar.d rllclilliliioll for IsariDg, in prollliliDi ebil· 

dr~1) 
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ltuURSai'e {HId /bielJs oftl1( eartb, as'it 
more efpeei'llly bJongs to them, to look tG 

the protetl:ion of !ociety and provide the de .. 
renee of the !tatc. ' 

ST ANDING (wmitJ are abhorrent to the 
~rft principles of freedom, and aangerous to 
the liberties of a free Commonwealth. The 
iword, in the hands of the free citiuns, is the 
protetHon of (ociety, and the fafe~y and de .. 
f::nce of a people truly brave, truly free. • 
May 1 he permitted to al'k, whether the fWDI'd 
is in the hands of gil the illh"bicanti of this 
Commonweahh~ .. ·Whether all the peopl~ 
have arms?' Or, whether, having arms, ther. 
are ,<lUght the art-mifitar)', and the ufe of 
their arms, fo as to be effeCtually prepard' [() 
oppofe an invading (tum}', upon the jb ';'It'/t 
nvticd* K T.u, l' 

~ren nr rnntns, by g:virg thtm a t;ber~1 ttlllc:;ti," ~ lI;lllil 
I~is pre UU1ptioD, that as [Don as th_y had per/cad ,hdr 
ftuJicl ~t C~II(gt. and r~c~jved the honnrl ,,fan 4"1/>,,i
ea/ rdHCtlion; they-might i71trJudilllt/y liJppOlt th~ llftlv~~. 
by tr.g.1gi.-g ill lehoots: :I.u eOlp',ym:nt fuit.b;e IIJ 
Iheir Cl'.1r"ll::r, hODOr"ble to themfclves, and Ultf'l~ '0 f'lo 
ei~·y.-A(:d I believe it m"y. with the greatctl \pltt;. b" 
~,'ded, th~t this cor.!id,ratilln hath often rlotermineJ pa
T'~(S a!ld others, tn give their fonl, or other promifiog 
l'/ut hs, a ~Ilblic tlluC<lion ; which olhe: wife they would 
f,)t .. 'I.r.d [hu. mary ~ gooet fdl<'l.Ir ard \vorthy charrCt~r~ 
iJJ\h beeo illtrndac,d W poblic ufefnlocfl, i» c!1ufon ot 
fine, \l'3j~h, nu: Cor thi, '';IT, mall han been loft to lh~ 
!':Jblic, 211d rcrnJined in tbr~urity. 

. , 
II Ihd t feen or k1~wn of the late tIC·1( ~ot and well. 

2dl'l!\pd .. Hilia afl, befnre tne writing and deliveril.g thi. 
'h.~urlc, L Uloul~ jl.Qt} pc~hapl} lI&yc ~o"bICQ ~b.e audio 

~ .. ~ 
• 

, 
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'tHA T GOD, who fittetb up,n the thronl 
Ilj his hofinej's, in the rife, progrefs, and even 
lInto the prefcnt flate of the great contcit, in 
which we are engaged, hath gloriouily ap
prared for our help and fupport, in number
lefs in fiances. And it is not eafy to fuppof~, 
nor is it agreeable to the general courle of 
divine providence, that fuch beginnings, ... 
fuch toodly jOll1Jdatiws, as, at this day, are 
feen, in the riling States oj'America, {bould 
be crufhed or overthrown .... But their deli
verance, their freedom ;:nd independence may 
be greatly checked, and their rife, growth and 
glory, {hamefully rw.rded, by the inattention 
or remifsnefs of rulers, or the r.egligence and 
languor of the people. 

, 

HAD the glorious fuccefs of our arms at 
the Wdl:ward, and the !urrender of General 
Burgoyne and his r,r.;hole army, in the year 1777. 
been followed with fpirited meafutes, and 
backed with thofe exertions, which wildom 
:lnd found policy dictated, and which the U/l;
ted StattS were able to have made; we may 
rationally [uppofe, it might have gone far tc" 
wards the fcduttion of the enemy and haften-

• 
lng a peace, upon terms of juHice and equali-
ty. ' How this feccc(s was improved, is not 
pleafing to remember! May paft omiflionl 
prove ldfJns of wi1dom, for time to come. 

TH! 

.nee with th·fe pl.in and inte~ning I!nelli~lll: every 
thing mcdLry to a wdl-rcgulated mi/itill, beirg fu21, 
."mp'chc"dcd .r.d provided jc,r in the r.a,> 1 iIidll\JJ,~ 
~m11 with it way ~c Ilri"J,- ~b!'md~ --.. . 

, ,. 



'tHE prc[ent year is importlnt, and feems 
to open lipan us, big with the fate of AllIer;
ca, . of Etlrop", and, perhaps of the "Il)orld of 
mankj!ld.-- . -This is the t'llterejibg en/is, for 
which the enemy have waited, and to which
they have baked, ",ith anxious expeCtation, 
itS the period for the rllcce(~ ot th~ir :mn, -and 
the !ubjllgation of A,mrica. And it is both 
natural and juft to [uppo[e, th;lt this year al! 
their il:rength, and all their ra6c, will be put 
forth, with the utmoit energy of exertion.· . 
May GOD ALMIGHTX defeat and d.ifap·. 
point them!! But can we expeCt, jf we are 
wantin _~ to ourfelves, or relu2.~nt and negli
gent i1 lY,;Jbng thofe firenuous exertions, to 
which we are 10 loudly c,llled, by GOD and 
out" cOl!ntry, tbt the de.!i!e~ fucc~fs VI,ill at-: 
tend r 

• • 

To rOllte dl our :1t~entioi~; ~ll1d give the 
{pring to the jj;;)\r[ exeHio:1s, m:y We: realize.. 
more del'l;\Y th;w ever, the gn:il[M;$ of the 
caufe, and how mudl j, clepeodi:1:~ u pan its 
fucce(~. lVL1Y we t~r\di1:;~r c()n'(.en"!pL~.~e lh~ 
diftrdI"es of O~lr b.c:.d:"l!"" COL;:"'\, y :.iii'\ widl •• • 

ail the fec:!il1;!5 or b,u'!. iit\" e,lli i:lt0 v;::w. 
h ( ff · .J f h '., 1 J ,-

t e U Jr\II"S c" A"'" !'"L •• ~~ .. I .. '- 1tl "',') "Ill':: , ...... ~ .~ .. \~U.l '.~"ltI. ..... li' l!i\·.~ •• l 1.,Jv1. 
v 

h 'I'l" t .. C en~n1y') a~)a t h~ rltv(l~)~(-, t:..H~ \,{~~l C i:~nll ae-
frrudioll. which 1:J:i.rk .L :lc0S of D,'ililh , 
cruelty, throu~hoiJt t:,~ Lw::i, ~nd new tJ.k.e ,. 
place in tbe S0u'J,CiO ~tltcS! -;\Ll'we all, 

.1 J'!"" 'f.' may ,\Vc attc;)u to t 1e rJCtCf Cf Gt~i· l~)rct )ren S 

J;JLGCDJ whidl cri~s (or vcn:;tar.cc i[em 
• 

" 

• I" "" \o • .l.v 
• • 

• 
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the gf01~nll !. To the MANES of ot1\flall.g.b~ 
ter"d friends, who f.df lell a jacri/ia to th~ 
o),prdhr's r~:e, and tuffered as MARl YR~ 
in their collntry's caule! To tbe MANES 
of all theft: brllW MJWJalldm and lLLUS", 

• •• 

TRlUU:, HEROES, whohave no~iy fo.u~h~ 
~lld nobly bled i.n its ~efence!. t '. 

o MY fathers and brethen ! ALL! All is. 
yet at Hake ! .. All may yet be !s(l. if we rife. 
not, as one man, to the noble caul~! Buw 
inglorious muil it be, for want of uttt:ntioll l 

for want of exertion, to 111ip. w~edt in th~ 
h;.lrrour- to fail ~t lall? ,Wbere, then, th~ 
p1t:alin f {cenes of LlHF.RTY, INDEPEN.
DENCE and SOVEREIGN ry, which we;. 
have promi!ccl oGrfclves ~ Where the glori.-
01'5 Jounci'Jti(l/'S ot FI- ~ EDUM and f~fetyJ, 
which our CIVIL CONST! T U'110NS have 
bid? ,j~nd where tbe beautiful iuoerHmco 

.' ~ 

turc of gavel Lmt'nt a,nd l~ws, which 1m 
been ere,',) d UplIft them? ,Ala~ 1 Th-:-y ;;r~ 
daU1td, tllry I'~ill;ll:~ lht;y are ~olle· loft ~ For~ 
t'l~r lui\. ! ! ! . 

Bu-; (en d·.i, ;-e the event? fhall this be 
th~ LLil elld, th(' (i,aiT,efui ;lTl1e cf all tbe glo-. 
li(Y.~s e;-;~rt'o ';;j tb.1t h(~ve btln n1ace, , of all 
tilt bi\c::r CfL-!in.;, lh,,: h;ive b,~cn encured· • 
()f ~lll t'~ Jlftcir,:11 b:'Jed lh~lt h~.th heen 1hd ? 
h th:s ~lo:1:h ':? ('.'.11 it ever (11 c(; tIe ? For~ 
bid it RIC HTF(JU, 11E,\ VEN ! forbid it l 

() 1".\ Y LvlJ~'; i K X ! co "'" .' ,., .~ , 
• • 

,~-, .Ii-iii, riC (; 
-~ . 



,,, ' America ri{e~, ;nJi~nd1zr, tI! 'the jill:' 
viiI; thought. ·Her FREE~BORN' SONS are 
not [0 lott to the fentiments of liberty, the 
Jove of their country, or the feelings of burna. 
oity, as to bear the molt ditlant idea of futh a . 
difgraceful cnd, to this g.lorious cootell:. Nor 
can they ever be fo debaftd, as to retain a 
wifh to furvive .the lofs of liberty, or their 
CQuotry's ruin. Much lefs to fiand the tame 
fpe.:tators of ibe facrifices, tlut (in fuch a 
c;lle) mull: and will be made, of noble patri
ots, wife counfellors, faithful rulers, brave 
commanders, and illllfl:riolls heroes, and, ill 
£n~, of the betl friends and be1l blood of 
A\'IERfCA, by the AX or ll,'JL1ER, t() 
f.jtiat~ the rage and glut the malice of a Bri
tUh conqueror! Or, perhaps, that which is 
!till more aifcctill.g and de~rading to b" 
ol)omc;.i r 0 waIte away tbe remains of a wretch-, 

ed lite in po\,trty 1 ~hJ.iClS) il.ivery) or a cruel 
il!ll)rilooment! ' , i" . 

• 

THA l' this ba~h heen the end of civil wm,
whe 1 the nru:!;~Jes for libertv havt' f.liled of 
fl.1C(,ct~ : And that fuch hath'been the fate of 
th~\'e, whom cor.q:Jcring opprelfors have teen 
I.lc,lle,j to tti,lllJtiz:', with the names of RE
}iEL~ :lfld TRr\ITOR \ numb.:r1efs infian
CeS 1I1 the mCilt cekbrated hifiories, abundantly 
prove, 
• 

, !'.s after the war is e1ofed, whether by 
~Ofl(1·jel1 or il!bmi1ni)lI~ that the pimrcfl: re~ 

- -'~ "- -- -- - ---.. 
,en~() --

• 

, 
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~enge takes place ~ anA under the pretence of 
law, jufiice or necefiity) it is then) that fbi 
ff£!Of"thief/ charaC/c/"S are jacri/iad, the ncMen 
jJlu'riot S ) a!i, and tbe ricb~(J blood of a ;1iJti~r. 
flows. 

THIS was the cafe at Rome, :1nJ there th~ 
(Onfeqllences that attended their civil '1VIU"S~ 
!rom time to time. This W<1S efpecially lOt 
in thofe ktwetn Marius andSylla, by which 
that great republic was, for many years, can· 
vulfed to its toundations. . In their turns, du~ 
ring the cvntd1~ both Maritls and :::')Iia {bined 
the {hem of Rome with the blood of her 

• 

morl: venerable jenators and worthief!: citizens. 
18ut the cruelty of Syl/a, afLcr he had conquer· 
~dthe party of Marizu, and gained the lum.,. 
mit of a bfollltc power, over the whole C01114 

monwealth, W:15 beyond the power of defcrip
tion, and I had all1loil (aid) of belief itfdf." 

W}lt!1 

~ To c~nfi'm Ih- al)ove reotelen!;;,tioll. to f\loW that it 
• 

i. r.~t tQ:! il·:.;~ C·LlH"d. ~nd t,l tivc" li:eirun r.i what 
;!, p~cp:e III 'Y ju>!:r U?ect {'(lln.1 cor q'!~ri"g 'ITR ,Nt 
at .11, chfc ofa .-iuil·lv./r ; I b~r, I·:w~ to i"fcrt a palLge 
or two fc"m ~ll :lu'hrn:ic hdbrj uf Rctr.~. 

" The tnkiq(~ of Pr<:"eji: nrd !'lo,.b" pU\ an end t,n the 
.. civil W1:" i',jI.lZ" Sjlia I hc~r.rG;·C. h~"lr'8 pla.ce~ In all 
U th: lta!i.Jn p:'v,;ir.c:s [nd:: .?,:-r:,"\cr:; RS Vo'cre .mt~r"ly at 
t, hi~ d"'v;)ti!in.a~·t1 V;'l.hrd f.:\':r:d linle c'lmps Indl~~rent 
" d·itrith. to kCi~p ih: C'"lll :t:":' i~1 :tW:. r~'urtled to R:':J1, 
.~ \"pj!·c'". It -::;lt~,.·:d:lt the ile=lQ r·f ht~ trf)"ps The hrne 
.. dJf be "::~r.lb::d th~ p."pl~ in the C~mili~m. and wi&. 
.. t~~r.l wi'n }" h:!lli:h:', ~ir. th~t he h~(~ c~:qa:.rcd ; 
" b'.li ~i",~t !'.H·f: W:'~0 ~·1l1·:n.~d~ him t3~:: up ~':-rnl ,~g:,.i:!ft 'I ~-I' "",,-··'tr-· f1·r!.1~~:~ {T'-,; "r .. -hI' !,' ",-,1 t:"''!l ".Md m;-::~~ tllfU ... It .................. ,~~.I.l ....... _ ......... ,.. ........ ~ ... v_ oh.. .... lh d 
'-- ~,. " I . , 

". 
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WHll N, mad with loyalt?,the Britiih nation 
terlored their jlai.'teri1Jg tyrant, Charles lid. It 

fcene of blood was opened, more afFetling, 
perhaps, to the more judicious part of the pee;. 
pIe, than all that had appelred in the civil war. 

Notwithftanding 

.' fh!ll, with their own. I 'Wi!! flet fparc D.e,fa:d he,'lII~~ ha'; 
c, borlle arm; agail!ji Ii!!. Th:l jhail all p:ri/h u a m!lll~ 
" Thefe \'IOl'~$, ifom a m;!n who w~s abf"illte mafter ot 
'" tbeir liv:s & fortUljc>, made the moll rtf.llllte tremble • 
• ' Th:y filled; he whale cily with dread and horror; and ,I the conClern.tion was d0ub:ed the ll<xt d},y. when, they 
" faw Ii,,;d up in all public p:2C~'. a t;rt of proferibi 
~. pcrfllos. c~utainin!( the DHm,s ct fcr~, Jet/a for! ar.djix~ 
., lall hUIl,[nd higDf!. If ;<oy f,:au ~;;'1e 'fhdt:r to _ 
,. perfen prdcribecl, chollllh his fvn. !lis brorh~r, or hi, 
~; futher, death wal tae c.'ruin rewud ot his bumanity i 
;' wh~1 eal tIle iLLffil was rccumptnced with two taleI'lt'_ 
., t},ongn a {hve had ll1unlered his waller, or II fon hi, 
"r~thtr. The '}rant chofe fach agents to execute bis 
" d{crces. as had cvm IcCs pity than himfelf; Thc' chi~( 
.' of thcf: was the ir:fawOlu Cala/iM . ·At the head 
" of a _and of alfaffilli. he fcoured the Ureets, and killld 
.. nlJny knigbu aDd feDator~ before they knew they were 
II prnfcrib,d. The perfocs oam<d in the lift were fough~ 
II for in their own hoore,. ill the porticoes, and eveo in 
" Ih~ templtl ; whc.uce ~hey were cr~g!;cd to SJlla. an'" 
" cr:.:clly bll:chcred In hll prefecte. • 

, " The m-./f'cre was not c.1rfined to tbofe named iri. 
e, tllc lift. S,!/a cI'cndcd his r~vcnge to all who had 
" b~rnc arro, _g_ilit't him, {If wilat rank {(;ever, or (ondi..' 
"lion. Nay, bis cruel 3g~Ii" tod;; lais opportunity ttl 
" gra;ifl' their privat~ r~vr.'·Ii: ;)'.0 avarice. confoundiog 
': the m,,1l inn~c:ut and p",ce.b:e with the moll guilty • 
.. out of [ollie private ~rl:di:e. or purely for the f1ke ot' 
" their wealth and ric!' [llI'O;rll"o. In !horr, the 41Ugh
" ler was [I) crc~dll1l. Ibat S;I/,. \.d r.pro~chcd ",ith ic 
" to'eo by hi. hefl [. icnd:. il.rnoJlg ethert, a yoont Ceua
" l,)r. fllmed Cailli lIJ .. t,l:uI. vClIlurcd one day to ai:' 
" him in [ul! fcn;:~e, w ~eE he ddigncd to put a flop t. 
~i Ill~ ~.loImiLi(i d his l\ U]w·,i;i:O'IlJ. IVt fi, t1ql in/tr-

, .. wi, --
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N~)t~ ithtbnding tIle t:.:ile-kbzg prori1i(c:d eve'; 
ry thing to reg~in the throne i and IIpon his 
return and reiloration, made public proclama:. 
lioll of an ad of amne(/), or general pardon; 
~lOt oIlly the king's judge$; fo called) but many 

of , 
• 

.. (de, faidhr, far /uch III Jell hSflt f'f/~!rutlld d'firo! t 
tr hut ufJ delrt 11u to Irt! th1ft /r"l1 t/11t<ft':e/i. 'Wbo1lf 
.. Jail hille tin.rmillfd /0 [avt. S,IIII. i'rj'hvIJt fel'mil'!; 
II to ~akc I~is b~id f!leech >mifs. nfwcrtrJ c~(jy. thar he 
." koew not yet whom be Ihould fJvc;, Name to III t~er. • 
.. r:piicd If'latllar, thole JOIl art dftermined to ri(jlroJ • 
• , That I will clo. anfwcred S,/I .. , Vffy fm" ill', 3·d im
.. mediately c)lIf.d a new hit to be fi%:d up r.f eil{ht) d
'1 tiUnI, whom he prol<:ribed. moft of .hem {e ·~tr.rI. ilr,d 
t, perron! of great difiir.Clion. l'he II'X' d .. y )·.e pr~fcd
., bed two hudrclf (l1Id twtnl! more. ar·d ar. "ql!ai Hm
c\ ber lhe Ihire. Amon~ thefe waf M"tCtJl 1l1~r:/J', .. lui 
.. was nurl, related to the great Mariul 3' 0 hif,idy fa: 
I, vcur~d by the people .. ·He wa, fc::/:, d by C()laJ;"" and 
tl put IG. death, after having f.dfercd :h, mt.lIlxq':ili e 
•• torment! Iyranny could iDvent. He W,lI whppeoi rhro' 
.. all the Rrects of Roml. and, d'er this iRDlm'~lir us ru
./ vjil)(ucnt, carried beyond the TJo,r. where by .',lIa" 
;, huiaroul agentl, his eyes Wfft l"u', Ollt. hls hands ",.«t. 
I, c!afi cuI olf. ni. ton~ue torn out, ail hi. j ·ints <l;Oocilt(d, 
" aOQ hi. b9neG br<,k~n 0" Marclll i'itrle,irJl. beicg 
.. m~ved at ruch ao ~jfc(ling fiiht,aoulrl ~or he·p l'hyi"g 
.. Ihe uDf"rtunat~ young man; which r, tlf:Ild.,d ~Ji14, 
.. t:'lil he ordered him to b~ killed nn the fpot. And DO • 
.. after 1:;114 thill/and (enalors, k light" al,d cilizins I;~ci 
.f b(co inilllllHnly m'lrdcred by ~Jlla'" agtlll8, be drm., 
., bled the pcoplr, and told them, that h. h.d p;'ofc' ih.·d 
.J 35 many as he coul.l Ihiok of 011 pnfcr:t: "r.d at f ,r 
.J tbofe he h~d t(,q~lIt, they (]wllid be prf'fcrib~d laO, II 
., fuou al be c"uld gJI! them to his memory!" . 

• 

Thil was the f.:cne in the city of R11l1t . What awfal 
luvnck. Iben, muft tn: f.m! mcafurtl uf crudlY h~vd 
made in the otner cities and flalu of rhat gr~at Com(Q.oll~ 
:wclltb I ·But no camment i.s occdfAry. 

, 

ViII. l.1 .liT;rf. hiil. tul. li;i. plZ. 83, i4, &~~ 
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()f the worthiell: charaCl:ers were foon oUainf;" 
td andproftrihed: And it was quickly fOlllld. 
that nothing thoet of the beJI.blood of the na - ' 
tiolJ~ would' be a facrifice fufficient to a ppeafe 
his own reftntment, or !jiijather's gbofi. 

,THB . fame, or perhaps) more affltCling, 
{cenes will probably be opened in .dme.rica., 
~hould we fail!,f fuccefs in the peefent caoteft; , 
or (boule{ thefe.Onittd St4tes be eYer fubdued ' 
by arms, orcajaledby 4rt~., to a return and' 
{qbmiffion to Br.itain. But this is an event •. 
~hicb (we firmly nut!) will never take place •. 

• 
, 

UroNthe whole: in our united counfels. 
~nd exertions, we .may yet hope, and eve,ll, 
alrllre purfe!ves, that GOD who who 5ttttb . 
upon the throne of his holinefs, will behold our: 
1bte, hear our prayer~, and ftill lIIaintaln Qur: 
right and ~/ead rJur cault. -That he will haf .. " 
ten the period of our pretent diftrctles, and; 
give us to' fee, in his own way and time, the, 
liberty, independence, foyereignty and glory of 
the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
cftabliilied on a fwndation that ~1l never be:, 
moved. . " : 

• 

, 

AND what a bright, what a glorious f~ene, 
'of liberty and felicity doth' fu~h an happy i!~ 
{ue of this great and inlertlling 'fJlftt/i, pre
fent to our view . , redeemed out 
Qf the handi gf her enemies Ib, United 
~... --- --- .. . . L -. -- -" .--- ~tat~s - .... --~~ 
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Statu: c1e1iY::reJ from the oppreIrofs yoke;' 
~hc fccure retreat of injured innocence and th~ . 
happy a:,,'llim of the' oppreffcd and ciiO:relf~dq 
• rhe feat of juftice and equity, of freedom 
=tnd empire, ,extenfive in trade and flourilbing 
b commerce ,aooundin.rT in riches and wealth . 0 .. , 

. and iIlufirious in literature ill arts ~nd fei .. 
~nce5; ,and, above a\l~ glorious in the know .. -
led~e and pra~lice of the pure and peaceful 
religIon of our LORD A ND SAVIOUR" 
JESUS CHRIST: And the u'lborn mi;';o~1 
of fucceeding ages~ unitbg in their grateful 
~cktiowledgments of pmife and thankfgivir1g' 
to GOD the fupreme ruler, f()r thq.t fpiri~ 9£ 
wiCdom, liberty,' patriotifril and bravery, with 
which hI) was pleafed to infpire the patriats . 
Bnd htro~s ; and even the'ltJho/e body of tbe -
t(opl~ of the prefent generation: and l in fine' 
-"THIS P-EOPLE, THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERleA, a name, a prailt . 
:Bnd II glory among the nati,ons, throughout all 
;;e:1erutions, to the end of time~ -

(J 

THA T f:lch may bethe end,{uch the reward; 
',nd filch the important and laO:ing effects, of 
this grtat and glorious conte/f, may GOD, of 
11is infinite ~c.cy ,gr,ant) through J dus Chr~fti 
f!.tlf LO :~D - -
. A MEN • . - , 
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~GE 3.lillf 24. read, delegnel. Ibid.li~e ~i; ''fl', 
are then. P. 10, I. 21, r. irda!l~trt. P. 14. I. '3. 

r. mOIl~rthical. P.~o. I. 18, r. with th feTrUl P. 
26. note II. J. 2, r. faithful. P. 32, n. II I 6. r. tlto 
jlUlpofes of his ambition. P. ~9. I. 12. r. chmtuU,. 
P. 44. n. J. 14, r. fo related, ar,d for. P. 46, I." r • 
• atb pled. P. 4', n. I. 6, r. ordonance n~rPl. 1'. ~I, I. 
peDult. r. ~rateful people. p. p. bot. r. Pfllm 118. 23. 
f. M. J. 10, r. ~hc,r(~II)'. J.>.65. 1. J. r. protide for~ . 
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