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PREFACE.

—

THE compiler of the following tracts,
which are evidences in support of religion,
has not the least sinister view in the nublica-
tion thereof, but hopes they may prove per-
suasives to picty and virtue, for ‘¢ the work
of righteousness 1is peace, ‘and the eflect
thereof is quietness and assurance for ever.”
Feeling a tender regard for the poor of every
religious denomination, and their offspring,
particularly those who are situated in the wik-
derness, aird remote parts of the continent,
he has for their sakes frequently travelled into
lonely obscure places, in order to distribute
them from house to house, and from cottage
to cottage.

And should this small compilation be a
means of inducing any to lead a -more cir-
cumspect and religious life, it will give the
highest satisfaction to, and fully answer the
disinterested intentions of

THE COMPILER.
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AN ACCOUNT

< OF

JANE RATCLIFFE.
—di—

HER childhood and vouth were too
much devoted to vanity, but it pleased a sove-
reign and gracious God effeciuzlly to call her
to Himself, soon after her marriage, which
was 10 a persoi who was- repes ;edly chosen
mayer of the city and a membe; of parlia-
ment, by the ministry or Nichoias Byfield,
whose powerful and instructive preaching
was seconded by the loss of her first chiid ;
an event which she laid deeply to heart, and
found greatly salutary, as ®ell as painful:
heffearly exercises on the subject of religion
were of a very distressing kind, and often fuil

of terror, such as scemed to border omglespair.

But after a time it pleased Him who maketh
sore, and birdeth up, who woundeth, and
f#ose hand maketh whole, to quiet her trou-
ed spirit, and favour her with a comfogting
i 2wsurance of his love.

% By an attentive perusal of sermons, and

yrmed and judncnous Chnstlans, slre_soon
Whecame a proficient in religion, and was%étk
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diligent in instructing her family in divine
thlho"a. D
| She conc¥rned herseIf but little in wordly
affairs; and when duty required that they
should employ her time and her hands, her
heart was in better thinzs; in these she
shone. It might be truly suic, that the word
of God dwelt richly in her in all wisdom.
- She was well prepared either to counsel or
comfort, to reprove or defend, as occasion
called, yet she was far from talkative; and
SO sparing of her speech, that those whoad- *
~ mired the prudence of her conversation, ad-
' mired that of her silence too. Especially was
. she guarded against speaking evil of any, and
- of the absent above all. She censured othurs
little ; -herself often.

She was a woman of a composed spirit,
and of remarkable discretion ; directing her
conduc¥by the dictates of grace and reason,
Wxthcut any Gefsing mixtures of passion.

a2t any tme, duty scemed to requir€ a
wax:mth i repr chending, that warmth was
so tempered, as that nothing in her woids,
looks, or gestures, contradicted or dis.-
honoured religion. Though she possessed
eminent gifts, she was far frcm any aflecta.
tion of singularity ; and though she had lesag
‘to do with worldly things than most in hes
“situation would h:ave had, yet in the manage-
mggt of them, she was provident and pruf{Ji
dent. A

As her faith arid knowledge of God werg
remarkable, so was her devotioni. She con-
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versed much with her Maker, not .only 1n
public, but in secret; and had gracious re-
turns from Him. He sent forth the Spirit of
grace and supplication into her heart, where-
by she cried Abba, Father. She was fa-
voured with great freedom in prayer: not
only with a fervor and holy impottunity of
spirit, but such a pertinence and rich variety
of epression, as gave cause to wonder how
one so sparinig oi words in common conver-
sation, should be so eloquent in her inter-
conr's with God. Yet her speech was fre-
quently interrupted by floods of tears. When
the heart is full of love, the mouth is apt to
be filled with praise of the beloved object.

When this picuswoman found an opportunity -

to turn the discourse on her favourite topic,
and to speak of her heavenly Father, it was
with such a relish, such reverencegnd affec-
tion, as if her soul would jgi out ol her lips

into the ears of others, ’kindie the same
holy flame in their hearts, which burned ia

her own. She longed that others might with
her, tastc and see the goodness of the Lord,
and rival her in religious love; and great was

hg¢ri~, when a sinner was converted, or any’

subject of grace Letter enabled to promote
the glory of God, the end at which she aim-
cd in ker discourse concerning Him.

Afier having given vent to her .heart in
spiritual conference, to the great @#fight and
edification of her friends, sh¢ would Tre-
quently complain of her own exfiresstons; -as

being faint and flat, and so far belgw Wwhat
-~ |
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was suitable to the majesty of the great Jeho-
vah, that all the acceptance she desired, was
‘but pardon for her presumption, in taking
upon her to speak of his excellency in terms
'so very poor and inadequate.

She had a most tender love to the people

of God, and to his worship. The progress
and prosperity of religion, whether at home
“or abroad, she preferred above her chief joy ;
-and 1t was a great affliction to her to hear any
| 1ll tidings of a good man, or a good cause.
If by any insuperable obstacles, she was
- detained from public worship, her soul was
fervently longing to be there. Far from ab-
; senting herself, with some, on slignt occa-
; sions, she would often oblige her feeble body
' to carry her to the house of God, though the

day before, she had been confined to her
- chamberg or even to her bed; and it was

remaarkable, t‘t‘hough by this zeal her
. health was mucHilizarded, it seldom received
| any material injury.

- She was greatly free from inordinate at-
' tachments to the world, particularly its grati-

fications. She not only abandoned the amuse-
- ments which had engaged her youth, and ex-
. ercised a remarkable abstinence in her diet,
~ making it no object to gratify her appetite,
~ but kept frequent fasts in secret.  She found
by happy experience the efficacy of fasting
and prayer to strengthen her for spiritual
conflicts, and to elevate her soul to God and

heaven.
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So sensibly did she cleave to God as her
portion, and find her happiness in the riches
of his love, that s."¢ had little regard to wealth.
Though she well knew there was no certain
connection between ncverty and grace, and
though she was frugai and provident in the
concerns of her family, yet she often be-
sought the Lord rather o make and keep her
poor than suffer her heart to sink down from
her Maker, and go astray after niammon.

Her fervent affection to God, and desire
~ to be with him, induced a fear not very com-
mon ; she was afraid she should have a long
life. Death, which is an object of terror to
most, she so much wished, that her friends
found themselves constrained to plead with
her to be pleased with life, though with little .
success ; as appears from the twdyJollowing
statements, which she drew up for |
use, in the more immediate prospect of de

¢« First, Why I desire to die. -

¢ T desire to die, because I want, while I
live here, the glorious presence of God,
which I love and long for, and the sweet fel-
lowship of angels and saints, who would be
as glad of me, as I of them, and would en-

tertain me with unwearied delight.

- ¢ ] desire to die, because, while I live,
I shall want the perfection of my nature, and
be as an estranged, banished child fgom my
Father’s house. S - A

“ T desire to die, because I would#6
to oftend so good a God, and grieve hig:}
Spirit ; for his loving-kindness isthett¢#

A 2
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- hife, and he is abundant in mercy to me, and

it often lies as a heavy load on my heart to
think of displeasing Him. -

¢ T desire to die, because this world is
generally infected with the plague of sin, and
somé have this plague-sore running upon

~ them, and I myself am tainted with the same

disease ; so that while I live here, I can be
in no place, nor in any company, where I
shall not be in danger of being infected, or of
infecting others. - And if this world hates
me because I endeavour to follow goodness,
how would it rejoice if my foot should slip !
How woeful would my life be to me, if I

'should give occasion to the world to triumph

- or blaspheme!

¢¢ | cannot but desire to die, when I con-

" sider that sin, like a leprosy, hath so cor-

rupted me, that there is no soundness in me.
My mind, my semory, my will and affec-
tions, and my very conscience, are still im-
pure; in every faculty of my soul, there is a
miserable mixture of vile infection, which
makes me weary of my life. As the disease
is in this world incurable, and my inseparable
companion, I can go no where to avoid it;
there is no business I can dispatch, relating
to my happiness, but there is a mutiny i
my heart. Though the warks of God are
all fair, yet there agé in my nature so many
dcfects’,%xsuﬁcienqiés, mistakes, and trans-
gressiédy, that I may say with David, ¢ In-
numerable evils have compassed me about ;
my, iniquizjes have taken hold upon me, so

- — - e —— e e e e
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that I am not able to look up.” 1 therefore
desire- heaven for holiness, rather than for
happiness, that I may sin no more. I desire
that condition in which I may most glonfy
God. |

<« I desire to die, because of the devil’s
malignant and perpetual assaults, I can stand
no where before the Liord on earth, but oné -
devil or another is at my right hand, and ¥
must of necessity enter into conflict with
them and their temptations, and be buffetted
and gored by them, which is a thousand-fold
worse than death. It is more easy to wrestle
with flesh and blood than with principalities
and powers, with spiritual wickednesses, and
the rulers of the darkness of this werld, for
they are subtil and cruel, and, like roaring
lions, they go about seeking whom they
may devour. a

¢« I desire to die, because by death I shall

rest from the hard labours of this life.
“7  « I desire to die, because ndthing in this
world can give me solid and durable content-
ment. I like life the less, and have the
greater de¢sire of death, when I consider the
misery that may come both on my body and
estate. Fearful alterations may come; wars
may come, and all the de$plations which ac-
company them, and I may be left in thé«han@
of the sons of violence. Besides, I dgily
_ suffer the loss of my friends, theacompaniang

of my life, and the channels of miuch plegsure |

to me; and those whom I lose by my life, I
shall find’by my death, and enjoy in another l

v
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world, to all eternitv. As to leaving my
children, it doth not much trcuble me; for
that God who hath given them life and breath,
and all they have, while I am living, can pro-
vide for them when I am dead. My God
will be their God, if they are his; and if they
are not, what- comfort would it be for me to
live? My life would be exceedingiy bitter
to me, if I should see them dishonour God,
whom I so much love!

<< ] fear not death, because it is but the sepa-
ration of the body from the soul, and that is
but a shadow of the body of death (Rom. vii.
24.) whereas the separation of the soul from
God by sin (Isa. ix. 2.) and of sou! and
body for sin, is death indeed.

¢ I fear not death, because it is an enemy

that hath been often vanquished, and because-

1 am armed for it, and the wcapons of my
warfare are mighty through God, and I am

assured of victory.

¢ I do not fear death for the pain of it, for -

I am persuaded 7 have endured as great pains
1n life, as I shall find in death, and death
will be the cure of all my pains. Beside,
Christ died a terrible and cursed death; and
so any kind of dezgh may be blessed to me.
And that God whe hath great Iv loved me in
iite, will not neglect: mé 1n death; but his

Spirit will strengthen and comfort me all the

time’f-firy gmmbat. I do not fear death for
any JoSs ; for kshall only lose my body bv
it, and that is but a prisoii to my soul

old rotten housc, a tattercd garment.
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¢ How shall I praise God, for my cenver-
sion....for his word, both in respect to my
affection for, and the wonderful comforts I
have received from it....for hearing my
prayers....for godly sorrow....for fellowship
with the godly....for joy in the Holy Ghost -

..forghe desire of death....for contempt of
thc world....for private helps and comforts.... -
for giving me some strength against my sin....
for preserving me from gross evﬂs both be-
fore and after my calling ?*°

She manifested her love to God by keep-
ing his commandments. To kaow that any
thing was enjoined or forbidden by him, was
ever sufficient to determine her practice:
nothing was with her so small, but that his
word could give it weight enough to bow her
. -soul to obedienee. If the thing required was
small, she apprehended that the contempt or
neglect of it must incur aggravated guilt;
and that the easier the duty, the greater
would be the disobedience if it were left un-
done.” In this way she advanced in sanctifi-
cation, and kept at a distance ¥bm great of-
fences ; for he who is afraid of a small sin,
will not easily be tempted to commit a great

one.
‘e absent, and

She was very tegnder
would suffer nex@&twtongutéor,her ears
to be guiity of anwajiihg o them.;: gt
sidered the robbery ot reputation &e the ¥
of robberies. Far from charging e with
imaginary faults, she seldom mentiened, and
never aggravaced those sins which were most

ﬁ.
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known, nor disclosed those which vere se-

cret. She never denied, nor detracted from

the virtues of any. Though her hatrc. of
sin was such as became a Christian, yet she
knew how to distinguish between sin 2nd the
sinner : and while she was incapable of being
reconciled to the former, the latter dgad her
love and compassion.

She distributed her alms accordmg to her
own ability, and the necessities of others.
She preferred giving a little to manygto giv-
ing much to few ; and so ordered her charity
as not to exhaust her whole stock on one, or

a few occasicns, but to have always some-

thing to communicate. Ifin cases peculiarly
important or interesting, her donations were
not magnificent, the obstacle was in her cir-
cumstances, t:ot in her mind.

She perforn,2d this duty with great cheer-
inlmess. She bestcwed nothing on herself
with greater alacrity than she imparted what
she could spare, fo: the relief of the distress-

ing, than shffgenerally was in giving. Few
indeed did sd much goed, with so little ap-

ed : nor coul? a thief be more silent in steal-

pearance of it.

As to the oljicas of her charity, she did
good to a,‘,‘i_ BPEp-cially to the household
~of faith. . % i bepevolence and affection to

her ﬁ‘iea veky great, but not confined

gan; “sbeFad no enemy so bitter, whom
et agg®ve.  Though quick in per-
ciuing what*tended to the disturbance of
PeaCe and patxence, her sc-reméé of mind was

-
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seldom interrupica. In return for injuries,
she could more casily pray and weep, than
express sentiments of unkindness and indig-
nation, either by actions or looks. In case
of a mxsunderstandmg between herself and
others, she enjoyed the frecdom of her judg-
ment, but never felt at liberty to withdraw
her afféction from them, or to pass unim-
proved an opportunity to do them

She hated nothing but sin; and she hated
that most in herself. She temlerly sympa-
thized in the sufferings of the church of God,
and of particular saints; in all their afflic-
tions she was afflicted : yvet, though she sen-
sibly felt the trials of others, she sustained
her own with remarkable fortitude and pa-
tience. If she received news of losses, as
she sometimes did, of great ones, she com-
posed her spirit with such reflections as these:
¢ It is God who gave all, who now takes

" away some: why shoud I take it ill? He

would not have me be in love with, or trust
1, ugcertain riches, which were never true
to any who trusted them, s trust upon
himself; and I willingly - ;: them to®
rest upon him: he can, if he see it good,
recompense the loss in the jike, or some
better kind. If he takegilibre from me,
there will vet. be many poOTE
and if he takcsm all myguods, -he o
give me contentment without i&m,- ey ¥
all-sufficient ; and so, thougb [ Kaive aotiing; *
I may yet te as possessing.ail w The: -
world and I must part ﬁ% '6’ W

-
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loosened from each other by degrees, or torn
asunder all at once, all 1s one tome. What
God chooses, is meost foi his glory, and my
good, iIf I murmur not against him, but wil-
lingly, as 1s my prayer, give way to his will.”

The modesty and gravity of her counte-
nance, and whole demeanor were such, as;
without the aid of speech, to reprové every
thing indecent, either said or done in her
presence. There was in her aspect, mingled
with much sweetness, a majesty which fre-
quently overawed the most abandoned. In
humility she was a great proficicnt; she could
endure contradictici, and even reproach, with-
out breaking peace with any. She was cver
ready to wave her own claims, and yieli to
the opinions and demands of others, so she
could with a good conscience. In lowliness
of mind, she esteemed others better than her-
self. She disavowed the praise she received,
though considered by. others much less than
her due; and gave place to those who were
in fact far below her. The reason of this
was, her inggnate-acquaintance with hersclf,
®nd the de.;tnséshe entertained of her own
failings, while she coserved others most for
what was best in them, and in order to im-
prove herself ce by imitating their ex-
cellencies, ng humbled for her own
comparative defects.

But most of all did she arraign and abase
herself before God. Comparing her own
sins, infirmities, and wretchedness, with his
mfinite purity and majesty, she was iilled




13

with love and admiration of him, while she
heartily loathed and detested herself. If com-
pelled to see any thing in herself which was
good, she assumed none of the glory of 1t,
but acknowledged the sovereign, self-moved
goodness of God, in bestowing, as well as
his patience and mercy in contifuing it. It
was a favourite maxim with her, that if it be

to be esteemgd virtuous, it is much
better to be so indeéd; and that the substance
of a good thing is always to be preferred to
its semblance. Hence. in the whoie of her
life, she was eminently sincere, and hated
every :pproach of hypocrisy.

In religion, she maintained an uncommon
constancy and stability. Her heart was stead-
fast with God, and in his covenant. Her faith
was so firmly fixed, that she was not carried
about with every wind of doctrine; her re-
ligion wore the same general complexion at
her first conversion and at all times afterward.
But in regard to the measure of grace and
holiness, she was habitually advancing; and
her path was indeed that of the just, shining
more and more unto the perfect day.

In the conjugal relation she was a bright
example; she had a deep sense of the im-
portance of the duties of a wife, and wrote
down for her reguiation in this respect, a
number of the leading hints suggested in the -
sacred oracles. S e

After her husband’s death, she would have
exchanged her style of dress for one less ele-
gant ; but on more mature consideration, she

B
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apprehended that deference to the memory
and rank of one who had been repeatedly
mayor of the city, and a member of parla-
ment, might dictate to her to retain it;
which she did.

To sum up her character : she was an af-
fectionate an¢ submissive wife; a careful and
tender mother ; a gentle and beneficent mis-
tress; a charitable neighbour ; and a constant
and faithful friend. '

During her sickness, she had a strong de-
sire for a speedy dissolution, which she ex-
pressed in the words of David, Psalm xxxviii.
22. and x1. 13. ¢ Make haste to help me, O
Lord of my salvaton; be pleased, O, Lord,
to deliver me; O Lord make hgsic to"help‘
me.””> And the happy hour was now come,
wvhen her best desires were granted ; she was
helped in the softest and tenderest muanner;
for when it was thought that she was only
fallen asleep, her soul fled into the arms of
her Redeemer. This blessed consummation
took place, August 17th, 1638.
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BARON HALLER.
ALBERT HALLER, one of the most

illustrious literary characters of his age, was
the son of a citizen and advocate of Berne,
where he was born in the year 1708. The
account of his early display of talents, are as
extraordinary as almost any upon record. He
chose the medical profession, in which he be-
came very eminent. He was an anatomist,

physiologist, and botanist, of the first order.
It is not too much to say of him, that he was
one of the best informed men in Ewrope.
He wrote and spoke, with equal facility, the
Gérman, French, and Latin languages ; and
read all th® other ton gues of civilized Europe,
except the Sclavonic dialects. His acquaint-
ance with books was so extensive, that it
would be difhicult to point out any of the

least note, which he had not perused, and of

which the contents did not dwell upon his
memory. He was a poet too of distinguish-
ed merit. The critics of Germany reckon
Haller among the first who gave sublimity,
richness, and harmony, to their poetical lan-
guage; and whe described nature in true
col.-urs.

The talents and knowledge of Haller, his
works in various departments of science and
hterature, and his unblemished integrity and
-virtue, rendered him, in the highest degree,
respectable among the learned of Europe;;
and his friendship and correspondence . wese

L--»»
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courted by the most celebrated men of his
time. He was professor of medicine in the
university of Gottingen. He filled succes-
sively the botanical, chemical, and anatomi-
cal chairs; and raised the reputation of the
university to a very high pich. Here he
resided near seventeen years; and then re-
turned to Berne, his native place, where he
was elected a member of the sovereign coun-
cil; and enjoyed the first anthority in the ad-
ministration of public affairs, till the time of
his death, which took place in the year 1777.

This great and good man, in the early.part
of his life, had dcubts concerning the objects
of the Christian faith. But these deubts
were dispelled by a successful application to
every branch of science, on the ane hand ;
and by a candid examination of the sacred
oracles, on the other. The first, by purging
his soul, according to his own emphatic
phrase, of arrogance and pride, filled it with
~ true poverty of spirit. The second convinced
him that the divine revelation, conveyed in
the holy scriptures, was a boon worthy of
the merciful Author of our nature to give,
and such as was fit for guilty mortals to re-
ceive, with humble gratitude and reverence.

There are hours of mental depression ir. hu-
man life, which can neither be prevented nor
remedied by the most prosperous worldly cir-
cumstances, or by the greatest skill of man.
The healing art, which Haller applied with
singular success to the diseases of the body,
- could not, as he experienced in his own case,




17

reach that dissatisfaction with the present,
and that apprehension of a future state, which
so frequently disturb the breasts of mankind.
But the divine laws were to him a delightfal
subject of attention, and a joyful object of
hope. His confidence in the goodness of
God, refreshed his mind; and so fortified it,
that he beheld undismayed the king of terrors.

The consolations which he felt himself, he
was-anxious to impart to others. In imita-
tion of the Saviour of the world, he went
about doing good to the souls and bodies of
men. He eagerly seized the numberless op-
portunities, which his profession as a phy-
sician gave him, of convincing those with
whom he conversed, of the truth, and of con-
verting them to the practice, of the Christian

religion. And this he did, not only by his.

instructions, but by his example. For he
was charitable to the poor; he sympathized
in the tenderest manner with the distressed ;
and was humane and just in all his dealings

with the sons of men. | .
A thousand incidents, which passed un-
heeded by the vulgar eye, recalled to his mind
the Deity. And when he recollected or heard
that great name, he gave way, in whatever
company or circumstances he happened to
be placed, to some pious ejacatrtir., with
his yes and hands lifted up towards heaven.
‘While his feeling mind embraced in the
bonds of love all his fellow-creatures;-and in-
terested him in their present and future con-
cerns, there was one person whom God and,
B 2
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nature had recommended to his peculiar ter-
derness and care. He had a daughter, dear
to him as his own soul. He knew the in-
quietudes, to which the common iot of hu-
manity would subject her through life; and
the fears that would alarm her tender breast
at the approach of death, of which, it was
some consolation to him, that ‘¢ he should
not live to be the mournful witness.” To
her he addressed, at differeni times, but in a
regular succession, a number of letters on
the truths of the Christian religion. They
were afterwards, by his permission, publish-
cd for the benefit of the world at large. The
work possesses great merit; and is particu- .
larly proper for the perusal and study of young
persens. |

We shall conclude our account of Baron
Haller, with an extract from the last letter
contained in the publication just mentioned.
It marks the writer’s high sense of the im-
portance of religion; his solicitude for his
daughter’s happiness; and his strong con-
fidence in the future rewards of piety and
virtue.

¢« Let us employ the time that is present :
eternity will be our reward, if we make a
good use of it. Let us always have before
our eyes, the nature and consequences of
sin; let us remember that it will deprive ns
of the favour of God, and expose us to his
displeasure. Reflect on the value of that liie
and immortality, which Christ hath brought

to light by the gospel. The enjoyments of
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this present short life, which are indeed but
puerile amusements, must disappear, when
placed in competition with the greatness and
durability of the glory which is to come.

‘ By the mercy of God, we are restored
from the lowest state of abasement and de-
jection. We are animated with the most
comfortable promises. We now walk with
confidence in that road, which has been
marked out for us with so much wisdom ;
and which so well corresponds with our new
desires and abilities. We leave behind us
those vices which tended to estrange us from
God and happiness : before us 1s a benevo-
lent Being, who offers to the victorious, in-
corruptible crowns, as the recompense of vic-
tory ; which victory he also helps us to gain.
We may now rest satisfied with respect to
our future cordition, without perplexing our-
selves about the irials we shall have to un-
dergo, and which are yet at a distance. Let
us be careful to employ to advantage the pre-
sent hour. The means of salvation, the sa-
cred writings, the precepts of our 3aviour,
are in our hands. We insensibly draw near
to the desired harbour; the approaches of
dissolution become less formidable, the nearer
we advance to the happy mansions of eternity,
where error and vice will be disarmed, and
have no more power over us. - Receive, my
daughter, these most important of all truths,
from a father, who considers himself on the
verge of life; they are the most precious
marks of tenderness which he can give you.

|
:
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These instructions would have been more
perfect, if his capacity had been more exten-
sive. They are, however, the result of his
reflections, and of the researche: which he
has made after truth : they are also the effects
of his internal convictions. Your father,
who now addresses you, has had his doubts :
he has sometimes been mistaken; and has
wished, in those moments, that the conse-
quences of sin were not so grievous. He has
not been exempt from falling ; but the vic-
torious grace of God has kindly come to his
relief. The king of terrors approaches me
“ with hasty steps: but I behold his advances
without dismay. Beyond that zra of exist-
ence, I see objects of joy and hope which in-
vite me to leave this world, and to step for-
ward into eternity; Into mansions of holiness
and bliss, where death shall be banished for
ever, and where sin shall have no plase. Af-
ter having finished your course, you will
again meet your father in those glorious and
peaceful abodes, where the idea of our frail
mortality shall no longer disturb our breasts,
or fill them with shame; and <where the
miseries of this life shall no longer draw tears
from our eyes.”’
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Story of St. Fuon the Apostle, and a reprobate
Young Man.

ST. JOHN, that great apostle and be-
loved disciple of Christ, coming to a place
near Ephesus, in his visitation of the
churches, he espied a youth of a comely
shape, and pregnant parts, and taking hold
of him, delivered him to the bishop of the
place with this charge (which he repeated
once and again) *“ I commend this person to
thee, to be looked to with all care and dili-
gence, and that in the presence of Christ and
the church.” The bishop undertook the -
charge, received the young man into his
house, instructed him, and at last baptized
him. Which being done, he thought he
might remit a litdle of the strictness of his
care : but the young man making an ill use
of his liberty, fell into bad- company, by
whose arts and snares he was seduced iato
ways of riot and wickedness; till despairing -
of all hope of pardon from God, he let locse
the reins to all manner of exorbitancy; and
agreeing with his confederates, they com-
bined themselves into a society of highway-
men, and made him their captain, who
quickly became as far beyond the rest in
fierceness and cruelty, as he was in power
‘and authority. St. John upon occasion re-
turning some while after to the same place,
after he had dispatched his own business, re-
quired from the bishop the pledge he had left
with him; who wondering, and not knowing
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what he meant, ‘¢ I mean,”” said St. John,
‘¢ the young man; it is the scul of my bro-
ther that i require.”” The old man, with a
dejected look, cad tears in his eyes, answer-
ed, ‘* He is dead.”” And being demanded
by what kind of death, answered, ¢ He is
dead to God; for, alas! he is become a vil-
bain ; and instead of the church, is fled with
his companions to the mountains, to be a thief
and a robber.”” The apostle, renting his
clothes, and bewailing that he had so 11l be-
trusted his brother’s soul, immediately calied
for o horse and a guide, and made haste to
the mountains, where, being taken by those
that stood centinel, he begged to be brought
before their captain, who stood ready armed
some way off; but as so. as he perceived
it was St. John that was _oming towards
him, he began to be ashamed, and to run as
fast as he could. The apostle, not regarding
_ bhis own age and weakness, followed after
- with all his might; and when his legs could
not overtake him, he sent these passionate
cxclamations after him : ¢ Wly, O my son,
dost thou fly from thy aged an« unarmed fa-
ther? Take pity of me, and §2ar irot; there
is yet bope of saivation for thee. 1 will un-
dertake with Christ for thee; if necd be, I
will freely undergo dezth for thee, as our
Lord did for us; and iay dow: my life to
ransom thine; only stay and believe me, for
I am sent by Christ.” With that he stayed,
and with a dejected look, throwing away his
arms, he trembled, and dissolved into tears ;
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he embraced the aged apostle with all possi-
ble expressions of sorrow and lamentation,
as if again baptized with his own tears. St.
John assured him he had obtained his pardon
of Christ; and having fasted and prayed with
him, and for him, and with all the arts of
consolation, refreshed his shattered and dis-
consolate mind, brought him into, and re-

stored him to the charch.
[Cave’s Primitive Christianity, p. 320.

—cfir—

PETER GARDNER.
PETER GARDNER, a Friend who

lived in Essex, had a concern to visit friends
in Scotland; but being low in circum-
stances, and having a wife and several chil- -
dren, was under discouragement about it:
the Lord 1n mercy condescended to remove
his doubts, by letting him know he would- be
with him, and though he had no horse to
ride, and was but a wezkly man, yet he
would give him strength to perform the jour-
ney, aad sustain hiin so that he should not
wait for what was sufficient. And Raving
faith, he laid his concern before the monthly
meeting he belonged to, with innocentweight ;-
and friends concurring with him therein, he
tock his journey along the east side of the
nation, through Norfolk, Lincolnshire, and
Yorkshire, and coming to a week:day meet-
ing at Bridlington, where John Richardson
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then dwelt, he lodged at his house. In the
evening, the doors being shut, Peter asked
him if any friend lived that way (pointing
with his finger) John told him he pointed to-
wards the sea, which was not far from thence;
he said he believed he must go and see some-
body that way in the morning ; John asked
him if he should go with him ? he said he be-
lieved it would not be best, and so went to
bed. '

In the morning when John’s wife had pre-

pared breakfast, he thought he would go and
see if the friend was well, but found the bed
empty, and that he was gone, at which Jehn
‘Richardson wondered; but soon after Peter
came 1n, to whom John said, ¢ Thou hast
taken a morning walk, come to breakfast:”
and before they had done eating, a friend
from the Quay or harbour (the way that Peter
Gardner pointed to over night) came in, and
said, ‘¢ I wonder at thee, John, to send this
man with such a message to my house,” and
related as follows, viz. That he came to him
as he was ctanding at the fish-market place,
looking on the ze, to observe the wind; that
he asked him if he would walk into his house?
to which Peter answered that he came for
that purpose (this was in the twilight of the
morning) that when he went into the house,
he enquired whether his wife was well; to
which the man answered, that she was sick
in bed, and invited him to go in and see her;
‘he said he came so to do: then being con-
ducted into the chamber where the sick wo-
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man was, he sat down by her; and after a
short time :old her, the will and resignation
of her inind was accepted instead of the deed,
anG that she was excused from the journcy
which had been before her, and should die
in peace with God and men: then turning
to the man (her husband) he said, ¢ Thy
wife had a concern to visit the churches in
another country beyond the sca, but thou
wouldst not give her leave, so she shall be
taken from thee; and behold, the Lord’s hand
1s against thee, and thou shalt be blasted in
whatsoever thou doest, and reduced to want
thy bread.”” So the man seemed angry with
John Richardson, who said to him, ¢ Be
still, and weigh the matter, for I knew not
- of the friend’s going to thy house; but
thought he was in bed, and did not inform
him about thee nor thy wife;” at which he
wentaway. So Peter pursued his journey to-
wards Scotland, John Richardson and another
Friend going with him to Scarborough, on
horse back (for he would not let them go on
foot with him) he kept before them full as fast
,as they chose to ride; and when they had gone
about half way, he gained ground of them, and
John-said he was filled with admiration, for he
seemed to go with more slight and ease, he
thought, than ever he had seen any man before:
and riding fast to overtake him, he thought he
beheld a small white cloud as it were encom-
passing his head; when he overtook him,
John said to him, ¢ Thou dost travel very
fast;” Peter replied, ¢ My master told me |

; N
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before I left home, that he would give me
hinds feet, and he hath performed his promise
to me.”

When they came in sight of Scurburough,
Peter said, ¢ Take me to a friend’s *«:use, if
there is any there;” John replied, i will
take thec to the place where 1 lodge, and if
thou art not easy there, I will go untii we
find a place, if it may be :>* so John Richard-
«on took him to his lodgings, and just as they
eriiered the door, they heard some one g2 up
stairs, and anon the woman friend of the
house coming down with a neighbour of her’s
- invited them to sit down; and in a short
- time, Peter saith, ‘¢ Here is hight and dark-
ness, good and bad in this house.” The
woman, after she had got them some-refresh-
ment, came and askcd John, ¢ Who hast
thou brought here>” ¢ A man of God,” he
replied. Having a meeting at Scarborough
the next day, John Richardson stayed with
him, and said he had good service; he also
went with him to several friends houses there,
and he frequently spake his sense of the state
of the families; but as they were near en-
tering one house, Peter stopped and said,
<« My Master is not there, I will 2ot go in;”
so they turned away.

Next morning at parting, John Richard-
son asked him how he was prepared for mo-
ney, telling him the journey was long; to
whom Peter answered, ¢ I have enough, my
Master told me 1 should not want; and now,

a bit of bread, and some water from a brook




27 -

refreshes me as much as a set meal at a ta-
ble :*> but John insisted to see how much
money he had, which was but two half-
crowns; upon which John took a handful of
small picces out of his pocket, and forced
Peter to take them, tellmg him 1t was as free
to him as his own, fer so the Lord had put
it into his heart; thus they parted, John and
the other friend returning home.”

In about two weeks afterwards the man’s
- wife (before mentioned) died, as Peter had
foretold; at that time, the same man had
three ships at sea, his son was master of one,
a second son was on board another, and in
their voyages they were all wrecked or foun-
dered, and their cargoes chiefly lost; his two
sons and several of the hands being drowned:
the mar soon after broke and could not pay
his debts, but came to want bread before he
died, though he had been in good circum-
stances, if not very rich.

John Richardson further said, that after
some time he heard Peter Gardner was dead

in Cumberland, on his return from Scotland,

|
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and bemg attached to him in near affection,

he went to enquire how he ended.

John Bowstead, a noted friend near Car-

lisle, gave him an account that Peter had
been through Scotland, and came to Carlisle,
-and the small-pox being there, he took the
infection very suddenly, and lay ill with it:

so John Bowstead went just as the pock was
coming out on him, and tock him to his
~ house; they never came out kindly, but

!
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swelled him very much, so that he was blind,
and died about the seventh day ; was quite
sensible to the last, and knew the states of

those who came to ses him. He had enough
to pay his funeral charges.

AMONG the numbers of worthy mar-
tyrs who, through Divine assistance, have
triumphed over death, hell, and the grave, I
will ingtance a female, by whose singular
fortitu:i? a remarkable deliverance was
wrought to a large congregation of Chris-
tians who were assembled together in order
to perform divine worship.

‘“ When Valens, the Arienemperor who
persecuted the orthodox Christians with as
much fury and bitterness as any of the hea-
then emperors, came to Edessa, and found
there great numbers of them daily meet-
ing 1n their public assemblies, he severely
checked the Governor, and commanded him
by all means to root out and ruin them.
The Governor, though of another persuasion,
yet out of common compassion, gave them
private notice ~f the Emperor’s commands,
hoping they would forbear; but they, not
at all terrified with the neiws, met the next
morning in greater numbers ; which the Go-
vernor understanding, went to the place of
their assembly. As he was going, a woman
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in a careless dress, leading a little child in her
hand, rushed through the Governor’s guard,
who commanding her to be brought before %
him, asked her, why she made so much
haste ; < That I may the sooner come,”” said
she, ‘¢ to the place where the people of the
catholic church are met together.”” ¢ Know
thou not,”” said he, *¢ that the Governor wiil
be there to-day; and kill all whom he finds
there 7> <« | know it well,”” answered the
woman, ‘“ and thercfore make so much haste,
lest I come too late, and be deprived of the
crown of martyrdom.” And being asked
why she carried her little son along with her,
she answered, ¢ That he also may pa?tak
of the common sufferings, and share in the
same rewards.” The Governor, admiring
the courage of the woman, turned back to
the palace, and dissuaded the Emperor from
his cruel resolution, as what was neither
honourable 1n itself, nor would conduce to
his purposes and designs.”” See Cave’s
Prim. Christ. p. 339.

Now let the learned, the opulent, and every
rank and station in church and state, reflect a
moment upon that all-sufficient power, who
should cause a poor defenceless woman with
her child to be the means of turning the heart
of the greatest monarch then upon earth from
this immediate cruecl purpose; therefore let
us diiigently and seriously labour to have
oursclves approved of God, seeing he chooses
the weak things of this world to confound
the things that are mighty.

c 2
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The Power of Religion in a posr female Slave, and

| tts Influence through her as an Instrument, upsn

2 those of the highest Birth, and in the greatest
i Affluence, even professed Heathens.

»

THE Georgians, a people near the
Caspian Sea, were converted by means of a
woman slave, who being a Christian, was
become famous among them, for the incom-
parable strictness and piety of her life, and
her miraculous cures; among others she
cured the Queen of the Country, and thereby
converted her, and by her solicitations, the
King himself, who convening his subjects,
preached to them, and persuaded them to
embrace the faith; hereupon a church is

erected.
[Cave’s Primitive Christianity, page 14.

——g o e

1 lze blessed Effect of a Holy Life and Daily Con-

versationwith God, exemplified in a short Extract
of the Life of Armelle Nicolas, a poor ignorant
Country Ma:d.

TO THE READER.

THE person, whose daily conversation
is here described, was not long since a poor
simple country maid, and servant to a great
family in France. T he whole course of her
lifg was very instructive, and a most shining
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pattern of a true spirituai cenversation. The
particulars here related are taken out of the
eighteenth chapter. of the second part of her
Life, giving great encouragement to a daily
and uninterrupted conversation with God,
~ and to wain before Hiia as the omnipresent
Lord and Father. |
If we know nothing else of Christianity,
nor any other exercise but this, to spend
one day after another in this manner, it
would be sufficient. It is very remarkable,
that this person, who served God with un-
wearied prayer and watchfulness, was so ig-
norant, that she csuld neither read nor write,
and withal a servant, constantly employed in
business and hard labour. By this we see
that the true sgrvice of God is spiritual, uni-
versal, plain and easy, so that no person can
be excused from it by any pretence whatso-
ever.

A Christian’s Daily CGonversation with God.

~AS soon as I wake in the morning,
saith she, I throw myself into the arms of
my heavenly Love, as a child into the arms
of his father. I rise with a de<ign to serve
and please Him. And if I have time to pray,
I fall upon my knees in his holy presence,
and speak to Him as if I really saw Him with
my bodily eyes. T give myse up wholly
to Him, and desire him to fulfil all his holy
will in me, and that he vwould not suffer me
that day to do the least thing which might be
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offensive to Him. Then I recommend to
Him all the prayers which shall be made that
day. In short, I love and praise Him as
much and as long as my affairs permit;
though very often 1 have hardly so much
time as to say the Lord’s prayer. But I do
not trouble myself about that; for I have
(iod always in my heart, as well when I am
about my busmess, which I do in obedience
to his will, as wheén I retire on purpose to
pray to Him. This he himself has taught
me, that whutever I do out of love to Him,
is a real praver.

I dress myself in his presence, and he
shews me that his love supplies me with rai-
ment. And when I go about my business,
even then doth He not forsake me, or I Him,
but He converses with me, and I with Him ;
yea, 1 ami then as much united to Him, as
when I am at my prayers, set apart on pur-
pose for my spiritual recollection. O! how
sweet and easv 18 all labour and toil in such
good company ! Sometimes I perceive such
strength and support in my mind, that no-
thing is too hard for me, and I think myself
alone able to manage tlllg affairs of the whole
family. Nothing but the body is a2t work,
the heart and myself burn with love in the
sweet familiarity I entertain with God.

When I am about my busincss in the day
time, running up and down, till the body be-
gins to be wearv, or to repine, or to desire
unseasonable rest, being oppressed with an-
ger and uneasiaess, mv divine love enlightens
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me forthwith, and shews me, how I ought
to suppress those rebellious motions of cor-
rupt nature, and not to nourish them at all,
either by word or deed. This love keeps the
door of my lips, and watches over my heart,
that it may not in the least contribute to such
irregular passions, whtich thus are crushed
and subdued as soon :3 they rise.

But if, at any time, for want of care, I am
surprized with thcse or the like faults, I can-
not be at rest, till I have obtained pardon,
and God be reconciled to me. I lie prostrate
before his footstool, confessing all my faults
to Him, as if he did not know them already ;
and there I continue, till he has forgiven me,
renewed his friendship with me, and con-’
firmed it more than before. For so it al-
ways happens through his infinite mercy,
whenever I have committed a fault, which
scrves but to inflame my heart more and
more with his divine love. If people perse-
cute me, and by foul and uncharitable cen-
sures raise scandals upon me, or any other
way afflict me; or if evil spirits attack me
with their crafty and cunning temptations,
I then presently run tc my heavenly Love,
who readily stretches forth his sacred arms
to receive me, shewing me his heart and
wounds open for my security; in which I
hide myself as in a strong castle and fortress.
And then I am so mightily strengthened,
that if the whole army of hell itself, together
with all the creatures, should rise up against
me, I fear them no more than a fly, because
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I am under the protection of the most high
God, his love being the hiding-place and
safe-guard of my soul.

If God at any time hides his face, making
as 1If he would go away from me, I tell Him,
¢ O! it is no matter, my Love, conceal thy-
self as much as thou pleasest, nevertheless
Pl serve thee; for I know thou art my
God.” And then I stand upon my guard
more than ever, to be faithful to Him, for
fear of dlspleasmg my Love. And at the
same time perceiving the greatness of my
misery and poverty, I insist the more vpon
the merits of our Saviour, and resolve to

.. rest contented, though it should please Him
~» to leave me all the days of my life in such a

condition. But he never lets me continue
long under these circumstances, and if I may
venture to speak, he cannot forbear loving
me, any more than I can live without Him.
If I am persuaded to be merry in com-
pany, I excuse myself. For nothirg can be
comparable to the pleasures of my Love,
which are so much the sweeter and greater,
for my withdrawing from all company what-
, soever. If they wonder how I can stay al-
ways at home alone, I think within myself,
““ O! if you knew the glorious company I
have, you would not say that I was alone;
for I am never less alone, than when I have
nobody with me.”’
- » The night coming on, and every one go-
ing to rest, I find rest only in the arms of
divine Love: I sleep leaning on his holy
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breast, litke a child in his mother’s boso:m.
I say, I go to sleep, but being still busied
about the love and praises of my God, till I
fall quite asleep.- Many times this love
rouses up all my senses, so that I cannot
_sleep the greatest part of the night, but I
spend it in the embraces of the lovely grace
of God, which never forsakes suci: a poor
miserable creature as I am, but preserves
me, and takes special care of me.

If 1n the night the evil spirits hover about
to torment or to surprize me (which often
happens) this divine Love guards me, and
fights for me. Yea, it gives me grace too,
to resist them courageously, as if I were
awake. . For they seldom continue ]ong to s
assault me unless it be in my sleep. . - "j

And this is the life I have led for~thtsé %
twenty years past, without perceivig the -
least change of that love which was poured
out into my heart, after my sinceré convéfi’
sion unto Him. Nay, I have obeerved its
daily increase, though every day it seemed

“impossible to ‘endure any addition to what I
already enjoyed. But truly, it is an infinite
love, which satisfies and nourishes me, so
that eery day I have a new hunger, though
methinks [ can receive no more, than what I
possess already every moment.

- The author of her Life says, concerning
the manner of her expressions, that they
were always very modest, without any noise
or vehemence : her common discourses were
-always holy and edifying; whereas others
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too commonly mispend their time in useless
conversation and unprofitable talk. If she
was In company, where they talked of indif-
ferent or evil things, she had the facalty of
giving thcin such a handsome turn, as to
unng them quite off fom that, to some good
and useful subject. - |

For a long while she could bear no other
discourse but of God and his holy love. <1
cannot imagine,”’ said she, ¢ how a soul,
created for heaven, can be concerned about
the dross of this world.”” From that time,
if she happened to be in company, where the
subject of the discourse was but indifferent,
either she did not mind it at all, entertaining
herself in the mean while with Ged; or, as
soon as she thought it proper, she diverted
and changed the discourse; thinking it but
lost time, which was spent in the trifles of
this world. .

To every body, that had a mind to be ac-
quainted with God Almighty, she gave this
advice : ¢ To be silent, and to learn to keep
their thoughts together in the centre of the
heart : for this, said she, is the beginning of
our union with God, and by these means the
soul forgets earthly things, and raises herself
up to the contemplation of heavenly objects.
We ought to lose our familiarity with the
creatures, if we desire to enjoy the conversa-
tion of the Creator ; a moment of which doth
~ afford more delight and satisfaction, than all
" the finest discourses in the world.”’
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One time. when her mistress weas afraid
that Armelle was like to run quite mad by
an excess of devotion, she forbade her all
spiritual exercises, and would not let her go
even to church, except on the Lord’s day
only : Armelle, being sensible of the false
step her mistress took, smiled within her-
self, saying, ¢ Truly I am not mad, after I
have found my Beloved, whom I now love
with all my heart. I remember a time when
I was secking only God without me, and
then I was mad indeed.” This mistress of
her’s being of a sour and morose humour,
shewed a deal of ili-nature to Armelle, of
which, however, she never complained, but
. rather thanked God, that he was pleased to
'make this a means of her fuller purification.

¢ If,” said she, ¢* the soul be but well
grounded in the favour of God, and hvely
affected with the operations of his grace, all
the nsults of the devil, and of the creature,
are borne with joy and comfort. But this is
misery indeed, when the Lord himself with-
draws from the soul, and lets her shift for her-
self. el’hen she thinks that every step is a
step into sin and corruption, being utterly
unable to protect herself against it.” |

In what company soever she was, she
talked of nothing more, than of being faithful
to God. Nothing dropped more from ¥er
mouth than, ¢¢ Let us be faithful ; let us be
faithful to the Lord.”> This word she
thought fit for any time, and suitable to every
company. Now and then she would repeat

D
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it an hundred times over; and being asked
by her friends, whether she had nsthing eise
tc say, she answered, ¢ Don’t wonder at
my saying this over and over again. If I
shouli live a thousand years, I should sull
tell vou the same thing. For it is faithful-
ness, wherein the perfcction of a Christian
life consists.”’

Of the constraining power of divine love,
she has the follow Ing expression : “* When-
ever I happened to adhere a little too much
to my matural inclinaiions ¢ {(apt to steal
upon the mind under the specious pretence
of necessity) I was immediately reproved by
the love of God. This divine love is iike 2
careful tutor, who takes all the pams imagina-
ble, for advancing iis pupil in the way of
learning he 1s engaged 1n; and for this rea-
son keeps his eye constantly fixed on him,
both to correct his failings, though never so
small, and to prevent his br:mg led aw ay by
any thing that might divert him from his
chief employment. Thus (savs she) dealt
the Lord with me. He kept me closely con-
fined to an holv awe and wariness ; andwhen
I happened by one oversight or other to with-
draw, as it were, from his eye, he in that very
moment pursucd after me, and recalled me
to my duty. But all this was done with so
much love and tenderncss, that 1t must be a
heart of brass, if not mollified by such en.-
dearing marks of love and kindness.”

No sooner was shc¢ convinced of the will of
God, but she was very earnest and dutigent, to

.
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answer :t presently. She often wondered at
some people’s dilatory doings in the service
of God, and said, it was a cunning fetch and
stratagem of the devil, to make people put
off from one day to another such designs as
might serve to advance the giory of God, and
the good of our fellow-creatures. ‘¢ For,”
said she, ‘¢ it often happens, that that grace
which at one hour offers itself to a man, In
order to sypport him under some difficult
enterprizes, is not so easilv met with at ano.
ther time. And besides this, how uncertain
i1s our life! nay. if we were sure to live longer,
¥et ought we not to linger, upon that account
at all, nor to defer from one day to another
what arght be done this day.

‘¢ A man that is full of deiays in the ser-
vice of God, must needs have but little love
at the bottom. Wherever love is raised to
any considerable degree, there the soul can’t
rest, whilst there remains any thing to be
done required by the beloved. And this
dilatory temper (she said) was a great im-
pediment in the way to perfection. Many
souls were convinced of the will of God, but
being too backward constantly to struggle
against the corrupt propensities of their dull
and lazy temper, they madc but a slow pro-
gress in the work of religion. They say,
¢ To-morrow, to-morrow it shall be done in
good carnest;’ but that to-morrow never
comes. The consequence whereof is, that
the longer they flatter themselves in their
disorderly and wented customs, the less ablc

. o ———




41)

they are to resist them at lzst at all; the Lord
leaves them now to their cwn will, since they
did not improve faithfuily what once they had
received.”’

The virtue of humility was as remarkable
in this holy maid as any of the rest; and it
was grounded on a true and solid foundation
~tuvo. She confesses herself, that the infinite

love of God kept her undefiled as to the vanity
of pride; insomuch that she dit not know
what pride or haughtiness was. < I was
astonished,’” says she, ¢ when I was told to
watch against pride; for I thought whilst I
was weil in my wits, I could not possibly be
proud.”’ ‘

And this was the reason, that she never
would quit that manner of life she was bred
to, though mean and contemptible in the eye
of the world.

Even her spiritual friends would now and
then most importunately intreat her, to resign
up to any Dbody else her place (which was
that of a servant) and this under a fair pre-
tence too, viz. that she might have the more
leisure to give herseif up to a contemplative
life, and thus to enjoy the favours and gracious
infusion of the Lord more abundantly.

She said, her outward employment and all
the drudgery she was put to, did not at all
cool or weaken the sense of the love, and of
the gracious presence of the Loord, she usually
enjoyed. Nay, the more fervent she was to
spend herself entirely in works of charity,
cheerfully complying with every thing inci-
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dent to her life, the more plentiful incomes
she had of the love aad favour of God. Hence
it would be the effects of a false heart, if one
should make bold to quit his outward employ-
ment, in order to gain more rest and quiet in
ancther place. ¢ God,” says she, “ knows
ways to find souls wherever they be, if they
do not wilfully shut their hearts against
him.”

Because her love to God was so great and
fervent, the love she bore to her fellow-crea-
tures was also wonderfully influenced and
inflamed thereby. When she considered the
woeful state of the wicked, and the dreadful
judgment that is like to befal them at last,
she then felt a more tender and commise-
rating love, and her very bowels began to
yearn for compassion. When she looked
upon the happy state she was arrived to, and
the severe doom attending such profligate
wretches, she used to say. ‘¢ She seemed
unto herself like one that had been 1n a great
storm at sea, and by stress of weather like
to be cast away every minute; but getting off
at last safe and sound, remembered now
ashore the dangers his brethren and near re-
lations were still exposed to, being tossed up
and down in the huge ocean, and left to the
mercy of the roaring pillows. Alas! (said
she) thus it is with me, when I lay to heart
the danger sinners run themselves into.* For
the more endearing marks of divine grace the

L.ord has been pleascd to bestow upon me,
n 9

A ad
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the more fervent is my desire, that others
also might partake of the same with me.”

And now, ve learned men, and refined
wits of the age, come hither and admire the
ignorance and simplicity of this poer country
maid! Consider how far she exceeds your
high-flown superficial wisdom, and the dark
flashes of human wit and izarning? And was
1t possible for her, to attain to this heavenly
wisdom and divine knowledge, to such a
nobleness and elevation of mind, without
the scraps and assistance of artificial learning
and philosophy ? then truly, there mzust be
another scheoi wherein those tihat ¢ flow
unto the Lord (Psaim xxxiv. 5.) are hight-
£d.”” Indeed, ¢ to know the love of Christ,
passeth all knowledg=,”” Epn. 1. 19. Con-
cerning which our Saviour was pleased thus
to express his grateful sentiments with hearty
joy, and heavenly triumph: ¢ I thank thee,
O Father! Lord of heaven and earth, be.
cause thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them
unto babes. Even so, Father, for so it
seemed good in thy sight,”” Matt. xit
25, 26.
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Some Remarks on Silent Worship, or Devotion, ze-
riously recommended to Mankind universally, for
their most weighty Consideration. [From the

London Review of December, 1791.%]

DEVOTION, considered simply in it-
self. is an intercourse between God and us:
between the supreme, self-existent, incon-
ceivable Spirit, which formed and preserves
the universe, and that particular spirit, with
which, for awful reasons, he has animated a
portion of matter upon earth, that we call
- man. It is a silent act, in which the soul
divests itself of outward things, fies into
heaven, and pours forth all its wants, wishes,
hopes, fears, guilt, or pleasure, into the bo-
som of an Almighty Friend. Though this
devotion, in its first stages, may be a wea-
risome or insipid exercise, yet this arises
merely from the depravity of nature, and of
our passions. A little habit will overcome
this reluctance; when you have fairly enter-
ed upon your journey, the way of this wis-
dom will be ways of pleasantness, and all
its paths peace. True devotion doubtless
requires a considerable degree of abstraction
from the worid. Hence modern Christians
teach it as a vision....hence many modern
writers have little of its unction;....but it
glows in the scriptures....it warms us in the
fathers ...it burned in an Austin, and many

* The London Reviewers are a body of judicious and learned ¥
Tren, of diffcreat denominations, who constantly examine the
publications in England, and publish their approbation monthly.
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others of the persecuted martyrs, who now
are with God. That we hear little of it, is
not wonderful. It makes no noise in ‘the
circle of the learned, or of the elegant. Un-
der a heap of worldly care, we smother the
lovely infant, and will not let it breathe:
vanity, ambition, pleasure, avarice, quench
the celestial fire, and these, alas! are too
much the god of mortals! Ever since the
world began, writers have been amusing us
only with shadows of this piety, instead of
giving us its soul and substance. Supersti-
tion has placed it in opinions, ceremonies, -
austerities, pilgrimages, an august temple,
or splendid imagery, which has little con-
nection with sentiment or spirit.. Enthusi-
asm has swelled with unnatural conceptions,
and obtruded a spurious offspring on the
world, instead of this engaging child of rea-
son and truth; whilst the lukewarm have
rested in a few outward duties, which have
had no vigour; and, as they spring not from -
the heart, never entered the temple of the
Most High.

Real piety 1s of a very different and of a
much more animated nature;....it looks up
. to God....sees, hears, feels him in every
event....in every vicissitude....in all places....
in all seasons....and upon all occasions. - It
is theory, verified by experience; 1t is faith,
substantiated by mental enjoyment; it is
. heaven transplanted in the human bosom ; it

- is the radiance of the divinity warming and
encircling man ; it Is a spiritual sensc; gra.
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tified by spiritual sensations; without this,
all ceremonies are inefficacious; books,
prayers, sacraments, and meditations, are
but a body without a soul, or a statue with-
out animation. That man is capable of such
an intercourse with his Maker, there are
many living witnesses to prove, without

having recourse to the vision of fanatics, or

the dreams of enthusiasts ; it may be proved
to spring from natural and philosophical
causes. God is a spirit, so is the mind;
bodies can have intercoursc, so can souls ;

when minds are in an assimulating state of
purity, they have u:zion with their Maker.
This was the bliss of paradise, sin inter-
rupted, and holiness must restore it to a
soul : thus disposed, the Creator communi-
cates himseif, in 2 manner which is as insen-
sible to the natural eye, as the falling of
dews, but not less refreshmg to 1ts secret
powers than that is to vegetation. The
primitive saints are described thus when they
speak of their transports : David felt it when
he longed for God, as the hart panteth after
the water brooks; St. Paul, when he gloried
in his tribulations, it was embodied in him,
when he was carried up into the third hea-
ven, and heard things impossible to be utter-
ed. St. Stephen was filled with it, when he
saw the heavens open, an&prayed for his
murderers; by it martyrs were supported
when they were stoned, and sawed asunder;
and till we feel it in ourselves, we shall never
fully know how glorious the Lord is. If-you

e
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can acquire the spiritual abstraction, you
will at once have made your fortune for eter-
nity ; it will be of little moment, what is
your lot on earth, or what the distinguishing
vicissitudes of your life; prosperity and ad-
versity.:..health or sickness....honour or dis-
grace....a cottage or a crown....will all be so
many instruments of glory : the whole crea-
. tion will become a temple, every want, and
every cbject will lead your mind to God, and
his greatness and perfection. You will 1n-
sensibly lose the littleness, tke glory and tin-
sel of all human things. If 1 wish only to
set off your person to the greatest advantage,
I would recommend this true sublime of re-
ligion : it gives a pleasing seremity to the
countenance, and a cheerfulness to the spirit
beyond the reach of art, or the power of af-
fectation : it communicates a real transport
to the mind, which dissipation mimics only -
for a moment; a sweetness to the disposi-
tion, and a lustre to the manners, which all
the airs of modern politeness study but in
vain. Easy in yourself, it will make you in
- perfect good humour with the world, and
when you are diffusing happiness around you,
you will only be dealing out the broken frag-
" ments that- remain after you have -eaten.
This devotion, however, though essential to
a silent intercourse between the soul and
God; yet to creatures consisting of matter,
‘as well as spirit, must be nourished by ex-
ternal forms, 1t must strike the senses, in
order to awaken the imagination,
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An Extract from the Memorial of the Falis Monthly
]lfeetmg in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, con-
cerning Foseph White, a Minister ameong the
Peaple called Ruakers, who departed this Life in.
the year 1777, in the s;xtygﬁﬂb year of his age.

AFTER a short pause he broke forth

-in these expressions : ‘¢ The door is open,
I see an innumerable company of saints, of

angels, and of the spirits of just men, which

I long to be unbodied to be with, but not

my will, but thy will be done, O Lord! I -

cannot utter, nor my tongue express, what

I feel of that light, life, and love, that attends

me, which the world cannot give, neither

can it take away from me.. My sins are

washed away by the blood of the Lamb that

was slain from the foundation of the world:

all rags and filthiness are taken away, and

in room thereof love and gocd-will for all

mankind: O that we may become more

uuited In the church militant, and nearer re-

semble the church trumphant! O that we

all might make such an end as I have in pros-

pect, for it is all life, ail love, and all peace;

the light that I see is more glorious than

the sun in the firmament : come Lord Jesus

Christ, come when thou pleasest, thy servant

1s ready.and willing; into thy hands I com-

mit my spirit, not my wil, but thy will be

done, O Lord! Let this mortal body* be
“eommitted to the dust, be with me, with my
" chiidren, and my grand-children ; be with all
them that love thee, that laye th) appearaiice.

S arrosen— —_—
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O the pains that I feel, that attend this meor-
tal body, they are more comely to me than
jewels! I rejoice in my sighs and groans;
for to me they are most melodious; I am
near to cater that harmony with Moses and
the Lamb, where they cry, ¢ Holy, boly, holy.’
I cannot express the joy I feel. My heart (if
it were possible) would break for joy ; if any
inquire after me, after my end, let them know

all is well with me.”’

-—-4*——-

Rules out of Ptolemy’s Golden Table.

I NEVER exalted the proud rich man,
nor hated the poor just man. I never denied
justice to the poor for poverty, nor pardon-
ed the wealthy for his riches. I never gave
reward for affection, nor punishment upon
passion. 1 never suffered evil to escape un-
punished, nor goodness unrewarded. I never
denied justice to him that asked it, nor mercy
to him that deserved it. I never punished in
anger, nor promised in mirth. 1 never did
evil upon malice, nor good for covetousness.
I always sought to be loved by the good, and
feared by the wicked. I always favoured the
poor that were able to do little, and God, whe
is able to do much, favoured me.

. e

;362&4
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Springet’s Preccpts.

1st, LET thy thoughts be divine, awful,
godly. |

2d, Let thy talk be little, holy, true.

3d, Let thy works be proﬁtable, truly
charltable

4th, Let thy manners be sober, courteous,
cbeerful. |

5th, Let thy will be comphant obedient,
resigned.

6th, Let thy reason be clear, evident, un-
biassed.

7th, Let thy dlet be temperate, convenient,
frugal.
~ 8th, Let thy apparel be grave, plam, coft-
venient.
9th, Let thy sleep be moderate, quiet,
" seasonable.

10th, Let thy retn'ement be serious, holy,
pure.

11th, Let thy prayers be devout, awful,
fervent.

12th, Let thy medntatxon be of death,
Judgment cternity.

The Predictions delivered by the ancient Prophets,
and fulfilled in our Saviour, shew that he was the
Messiah expected by the Fews, and that he came’
into the World by dzvme Appointment, to be the
great Deliverer and Redeemer of Mankind.

THE word Messiah signifies anointed ;
that is, a person appointed to some hlgb )
E
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station, dignity, or office; because originaliy
among the eastern nations men so appointed
(particularly Kings, priests, and prophets)
were anointed with oil. Hence the word
Messiah means the person pre-ordained and
appointed by God to be the great deliverer
of the Jewish nation, and the Redecmer of
ail mankind. The word Christ means the
same thing.

Now it was foretold concermng the
Messiah, that he should come before the
sceptre departed from Judah, that is, before
the Jewish government was destroyed ; * and
w -Christ appeared a short time be-
i e period when the Jewish government
was totally overthrown by the Romans.

It was foretold, that he should come be-
fore the destruction of the second temple.
¢« The desire of all nations shall come, and
I will filt this house with glory, satth the
Lord of Hosts; the glory of this latter house
shall be greater than of the former.”{ Ac-

. cordingly Christ appeared some time before

the destruction of the city and the temple of

- Jerusalem by the Romans.

It was foretold by the prophet Damel that
he should come at the end of four bundred
and ninety vears after the rebuilding of Jeru-

‘salem, which had been laid waste during the

captivity of the Jews in Babylon, and that he
should be cut off; and that afterwards the
city and sanctuary of Jerusalem should be

« & Gen. xlix, 10, t Hag.ii. 7, 9.
04
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destroyed and made desolate.* And accord-
ingly, at what time soever the beginning of
- the four hundred and ninety years can, ac:
cording to any fair interpretation of the
words, be fixed, the end of them will fall
about the time of Christ’s appearing: and
it is well known how entirely the city and
_sanctuary were destroyed by the Romans
some years aiter he was cut off and crucified.
It was foretold, that he should perform
many great and beneficial miracles ; that the
. eves of the blind shonld be opened, and the
ears of the deaf unstopped; that the lame.
man should leap as a hart, and the tongue of
the dumb sing ;1 and this we know was lite-
rallv {uifilled in the miracles of Christ; the
blind received their sight, the lame waiked,
the deaf heard., “
It was foretold, that he should die a vio-
lent deqth; that he should be wounded for F
our transgressions, and bruised for our mni-
quities ; that the chastisement of our peace
should be upon him; and that with his stripes
we should be healed ;- that God would lay on’
him the iniquity of us all.} All which was
exactly accomplished 1 the sufferings of
Christ, ¢¢ who died for our sins, the just fcr
the umust, that he might bring us to God.”’}
It was foretokl, that to .him should the
gathering of the people be; and that God
would give him the heathen for his inheri-

* Dan. x. 26. + Isa. xxxv. 5.

} Isa liii. throughout ; and Dan. is. 26.
§ 1 Pet. it 18.

o
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tazice, and the uttermost parts of the earth for
his possession,* which was punctually ful-
filled by the wonderful success of the gospei,
and its wmiversal propagation throughout the
world.

Jesus employed no other means of con-
1ertmg men :0 his religion, but persuasion,

gument exnortation, miracles, and pro-

~ phecies. He made use of no other force but

the force of truth: no other sword buf the
sword of the Spir:t, that is, the word of God.
1= hadno arms, no !egnons to fight his causc.
He was the prince of peace, and preached
peacc to all the world. Without power,
without support, witlout any followers but
twelve poor humble mer, without one cir-
gumstance of attraction, mfluence, or com-
pulblon, he triumphed over .Le prejudices,
the lcarning, tlie religior. of his country;
over the ancient rites, 1dclatr-, and super-
stition, over the philosophy, "wisdom, and
authority of the whole Roman empire.

-*—.-(*.\u—'

CONFUCIUS.
cO? FUCIUS the celebrated Chmese

philosopher, was Lorn in the kingdom of
Lou, five hundred and fifty-one ye..rs before
. .the Christian era. When a child, he had a

* Psalm ii. 8.
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grave and serious deportment, which gaincd
him respect, and piainly foretold what he
would one day be. But he was most dis-
tinguished by his unexampled and exalted
piety. He honoured his relations; he en-
deavoured in all things to imitate his grand-
father, who was then. alive in China, and a
very pious man : and 1t was observable, that
he never eat any thing, but he prostrated him-
self upon the ground, and cilered 1t first to
the Supreme Lord of heaven. One day,
while he was a child, he heard his grandfather
~fetch a deep sigh ; and going up to him, with
much reverence, ‘¢ May 1 presume,” said
he, ¢¢ without losing the respect I owe you,
to inquire into the occasion of your grief?
Perhaps you fear that your posteriiy will de-
gencrate from your virtue, and dishonour
vou by their vices.”” ¢¢ What put this thought
into your head,” said the old man to him;
‘¢ and where have yon learned to speak after
this manner 2 ¢¢ Frou: yourself,”’ replied
Confucius: ““Iattend diligently to you every
time you speak ; and I have often heard you
say, that a son, who does not by his virtue
support the glory of his ancestors, does not
deserve to bear their name.”

At twenty-thrce years of age, when he had
gained a considerable knowledge of antiquity,
and acquainted himself with the laws anad cus.
toms of his country, he projected a scheme
for a general reformation of manners. Wisely
persuaded that the peopl€couid not be happy, "
s0 long as avarice, ambition, voluptuousness,

£ 2
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and false policy reigned amongst them, he
thought it incumbent upon him to recom-
mend a severe morality ; and, accordingly,
he began to enforce temperance, justice, and
other virtugs; to inspire a contempt of riches,
parade, and splendor ; and to excite such an
elevation of mind, as would render men in-
capable of dissimulation and insincerity. In
short, he used all the means he could think
of, to redeem his countrymen from a life of
pleasure to a life of reason. He was every
where known, and as universally beloved:
his extensive learning and great wisdom,

soon made him known; his integrity and
the splendor of his virtues, made him be-
loved. Kin®s were governed by his coun-
sels, and the people reverenced him as a saint.

The good effects of his example and admo-
mtlons were, however, but temporary. He
lived in times when rebellion, wars, and tu-
mults raged throughout the empire. Men
had little leisure, and less inclination, to listen
to his philosophy : for, as we have observed

they were ambitious, avaricious, and volup- :

tuous. Hence he often met with ill treat.
ment and repreachful language, and it is said
that conspiracies were formed against his life:

to which may be added, that his neglect of
his own pecuniary interests had reduced
him to extreme poverty. Some philoso-
phers among his contemporaries were so af-
fected with the sadgstatc of things, that they
retired into the mountains and deserts, thmk-
ing that happiness could no where be found,

ISP,
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but in se<lusion from society. They, in vain,
endeavoured to persuade Confucius to follow
their example: ¢ I am a man,” said he,
¢« and cannot separate myself from the society
of men, and consort’ with beasts. Bad as
the times are, 1 shall do all I can to recal
‘men to virtue; for in virtue are all things.
If mankind would but embrace it, and sub-
~mit—themselves to its discipline and laws,
they would not want me, or any body else,
to instruct them. It is the duty of a teacher
first to perfect himself, and then to perfect
others. Human nature came to us from
Heaven pure and without defect ; but in pro-
cess of time, ignorance, the passions, and
evil examples, corrupted it. Reformation
consists in restoring it to its primitive beau-
ty : to be perfect. we must re-ascend to the
point from ‘which we have fallen. Let us
“obgy Heaven. Let our reason, and not our
- senses, be the rule of our conduct: for rea-
son will teach us to think wisely, to spgak pru-
dently, and to behave ourselves worthily upon
all occasions.”’ -

Confucius did not cease to travel about,
and do all the good in his power. He gained
many disciples, who became strongly attach-
ed both to his personr and his doctrine. These
he sent into different parts of the empire to
promote reformation of manners amongst the
people. All his instructions were enforced

by his own example. 'é-le was remarkable
for his gravity and sobriety, his rigorous ab-
stinence, his contempt of riches, and what

-
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are commonly called the goods of this life ;
for his continual attention and watchfulness
over his actions; and above all, for his un-
affected modesty and humility. He is said
to have lived three years in retirement; and
to have spent the latter part of his life in sor-
row. A few days before his last illness, he
told his disciples, with tears in his eyes, that
he was overcome with grief at the sight of
the disorders which prevailed in the empire :
¢« The mountain,”” said he, ¢ is fallen, the
high machine is demolished and the sages
are all fled.” His meaning was, that the
ediiice of perfection, which he had endeavour-
ed to raise, was entirely overthrown. He
began to languish from that time ; and a few
days before his death expressed himself thus :
¢ The kings reject my maxims; and since
I am no longer usefiil on the earth, I ought
not to regret leaving it,”> After these words,
he fell into a lethargy; and, at the end of
seven days, expired in the arms of his disci-
ples, in the seventy-third ycar of his age.
Upon the first hearing of his death, the prince
who then reigned n the kingdom of Lou,
could not refrain from tears: ¢ Ged i1s not
satisfied with me,” cried he, ¢ since he has
taken away Confucius.”

Wise and good men are indeed precious
gifis, with which hcaven blesses the earth;
and their worth is seldom justly appreciated
till after their decegse. Confucius was la-
ire. He was ho-
noured as a saint; and so high a veneration
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was entertained for his memory, that it will é
scarcely ever be effuced in those parts of the
world.

.—-qb._'_

The following is an Extract taken from the late
and learned Work, entitled, < The Asiatic Re-

searches.”

FROM a recent translation it appears
that a religious sect exist in Persia, who
are called Sosians, which in thie Persian sig-
nifies pious, intelligent, spiritual. They wear
mean clothing, made of wool, and exhibit hu-
mility ; they3 appropnate a certain portion of
‘time in reading....In the acquisition of scien-
tific knowledge....in viewing the beauties of
nature....and in meditation on the works and
" attributes of God. Some of them who dedi-
cate the chief part of their time to silent re-
tirement, seek in the abnegation of the world
and of self, thé enjoyment of a spiritual inter-
course with the Supreme Being.

The following are some of their sublime
sentiments :

¢¢ A man is to be valued by that which he
esteems ; if he esteems the world, he himself
is ngt estimable, for the world is not. Ifhe
esteétn the life to come, and the things there-
of, Keaver is his price. But if he estlmate
God above all things, hisown value is inesti-
mable. ”’
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%  One of those spiritual persons addressed
~. the Almighty in this manner :
¢ Oné man asks thee, O Lord, for the en-

iovment of paradise, and another earnestly |
prays thee for deliverance from hell and its
punishments : but I ask thee neither for the
one nor the other of these; my only desire
is, that in me thy will may be accomplish-
ed.”

B 2t

 BISHOP BURNET.
'GILBERT BURNET, bishop of Salis-

bury, was born at Edinburgh, in the year
1643. He was carefully educated by his
father : and having a strong constitution,
and a prodigious memory, he applied him-
self closely to study, and acquired a great
portion’ of learning and knowledge, which
. he seemed to have *eady for all occasions.
He travelled through France, Italy, and Hol-
land; where he formed connexilons with
many of the greatest persons of his time, by
whom he was much respected for hys talents
“and virtues. At Amsterdam, he became
acquainted with the leading men of the dif-
ferent persuasions tolerated in the United
States, Calvinists, Arminians, Lutherans,
Anabaptists, Brownists, Papists, and Unita-
rians ; amongst each of which, he used fre-
quently to declare, he met with men of such
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unfeigned piety and virtue, that he became 3{
strongly fixed in a principle of universal ¢ha-
rity, and an invincible abhorrence of all se-
verities on account of religious opinions.

He was instramcntal in promoting the
Revolution; and lived in grcat favour with
Wilham and Mary, and queen Anne. He
distinguished himself in the house of lords,
by declaring for moderate measures, with
regard to the clergy who scr Oyed to take the
oaths; and for a toleration of the Protestant
dissenters. He composéd many works,
which evince his desire to promote the cause
of piety and virtue. ‘¢ The History of his
own Time,” and ‘¢ The History of the Re-
formation,” &c. have been much read; and
for the latter he receivede the thanks of both .
housesof p'u"hament. His account of lord
Rochester, is an elegant and interesting per-
formance ; and a striking display of the truth
and excellence of the Christian religion.

The last five or six years of his life, he be-
came more abstracted from the world ; and
he seems to have derived great advantage from
the reflections which this leisure produced.
The following sentiments, solemnly express-
ed by him towards the conclusion of his days,
are so expressive of the nature and power of
true religion, and of its influence upon his
ownmind, that they claima place in these me-
. morials.

eesees e I shall conclude wnth recommend-
ing to all sorts of men, in the, most solemn
and scrious manner, the study and practice of
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religion, as that which is the most important
of all things, and which 1s both the light of
the world, and the salt of the earth.

¢ Nothing so opens our faculties, and com-
poses and directs the whole man, as an inward

sense of God; of his authority over us; of

the laws he has set us; of his eye ever upon

- us; of his hearing our prayers ; assmtmg our

endeavours; watchmg OVer our COncerns;
of his being able to judge, and reward or
punish us in another state, according to what
we have done in this. Nothing will give us
such a detestation of sin, and such a sense of
the goodness of God, and of our obligations
to holiness, as a rlght understanding and firm

knhof 34' the Chrictian Rpllo'lnn -

L2 § L W9 §

¢« By living according to the rules of reli-
gion, a man becomes the wisest, the best,

Al VGOovas s acNSasw

~.and the happiest creature that he is capable

of being. Honest industry, the employing
of time well, a constant sobriety, an unde-

led purity and chastity, with continued se-
renit—, are the best preservatives too of life
and health : so that take a man as an indi-
vidual, religion is his guard,- his perfection,
his beauty, and his glory. This will make
him a light in the world, shining brightly,
and enlightening many round about him.

¢¢ Thus religion, if truly received and sin-
cerely adhered to, would prove the greatest
of all blessings to a nation. But, by reli-
gion, I understand something more than re.
ceiving particular doctrines, though ever so
true, or professing them, and engaging to
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support them, even with zeal and eagerness.
What signify the best doctrines, if men do
not live suitably to them; if they have not a
due influence upon.their thoughts and their
lives? Men of bad iives, with sound opinions,
arc acn-\,ond\,uuud, and liz under a h“’hlv
aggravated guilt.
‘« By religion, I do not mean an outward
compliance with forms and customs, in go-
ing to church, to prayers, to sermons, and
to sacraments, with an external show of de-
votion; or, which is more, with some inward
forced good thoughts, in which many satisfy
themselves, while these have no visible effect
“on their lives, nor any mward force to con-
trol and rectify their appetites, passions, and
secret designs. These customary perform-
ances, how good and useful soever when un-
derstood and rightly directed, are of little
value when men rest on themn, and think, be-
cause they do them, they have acquitted
themselves of their duty, though they still
continue proud, covetous, full of deceit, en-
vy, and malice. Even secret prayers, the

most effectual means, are designed for a

higher end ; which 1s, to possess our minds
with such a constant and present sense of
divine truths, as may make these ive in us,
and govern us, and draw down such assist-
ance, as to exalt and sanctify our natures.

‘“ So that, by religion, I mean such a sense
of divine truth as enters into a maay and be-
comes the spring of a new nature within him

- reforming his thouglits and designs; purify-
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ing his heart ; sanctifying and governing his

whole deportment, his words as well as his
actions; convincing him that it 1s niot enoug“
not to be scundal ously vicious, or to be in-
nocent in his conve rsaunn, but that he must
be entirely, uniformiy; and constantly, pure
and virtuous, animated with zeal to be still
bette. and better, more eminently good and
exemplary.

‘¢ This is true rciigion, which is the per-
fection of human nature, and the joy and de-
light of every one that feels it active and
strong within him. It is troe, this is not
arrived at ail at once, and 1t wi!l have an un-
happy alloy, hanging long even abcut a good
man; but, as those ill mixtures are tlh, per-
pt:tual grief of his soul, so that it 1s his chief
care to watch over and to mortify them, he
will be in a continual progress, still gaining
ground upon himself; and as he attains to a
degree of purity, he will find a noble flame
of life and joy growing up in him. Of this I
write with a greater concern and emotion,
because 1 have felt it to be the true, and, In-
deed, the only joy which runs through a
man’s heart and life. It is this, which has
been, for many years, my greatest support.
I rejoice daily in it. I fecl from it the earnest
of that supreme joy which I want and long
for; and I am sure there is nothing elsc
which can afford any true and complete hap-

- piness.”’
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MARGARET ANDREWS.

SHE was the only child of Sir Henry
Andrews, whose pious instructions, and
those of his lady, seemed early attended with
a special blessing to their beloved daughter.
Almost as soon as she understood any thing,
she exhibitcd promising symptoms of piety,
in the delight she took in prayer; in her
meekness, especially in receiving and regard-
ing reproof; in her strict regard to justice,
and utter detestation of falsehood; in her

tenderness and pity to the poor, and eager- -

ness to help them. At the age of seven or
eight years, she gave more satisfactory evi-
dences of a regenerate state ; appearing very
solicitous respecting her soul. and giving her
chief attention to the things pertaining to
its salvation. Her pleasure in the scriptures
manifested itself not only in reading them
with great attention, but in committing
whole chapters to memory, which she did
with great facility. She had a high respect
for good ministers; delighting to hear them
pray and preach, and asking them questions
concerning God and her duty. Her charity
also was proportionably improved. She was
remarkably attentive to enquire out the ne-
cessities of the poor, and to procure relief for
their distresses, as they were made known to
her.

~ She early manifested a superiority and in-
~difference of those objects which attract and
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occupy the hearts of most, especially the
voung. She valued the World and 1ts allure-
ments as little as multitudes do their souls.
‘These things had very little place even in her
thoughts. “Her mind was so conversant with
heaven and its glories, that she seemed to be
borne to a great distance from such earthly
vanities; regarding them as unworthy her
esteem, and far too small to satisfy the en-
larged cesires of her soul. Being once ob-

served to sigh, and some around expressing
their wonder respecting the cause, since she
seemed to possess such advantages for being
happy; she replhied: ¢ I want nothing iIn
this world. I do not sigh for that; but how
much better is heaven than all this!”” Then
starting up from her seat, and spreading her
hands, she added, ¢« O there are such joys in
heaven, as cannot be conceived.” She had
a great indifterence to those gaieties of dress
which the young, especially of her sex, gre
apt to admire. When her parents bestowed
any rarities upon her, they were thankfully
acknowledged and prized, as tokens of their
Iindness, but little noticed on any other ac-
count: so that when she shewed her closet
and its curiosities, to gratify her friends, it
would be plainly scen that her heart was on
very different things. Before the age of
twelve, she was once taken by some of her
friends, to see a play. As on her return she
made no comments, she was asked, how she
liked it. Her reply was; ¢ 1 like it so, that
I never desire to see another.” Nor did she
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ever vary from this determination. Not that
she wanted either capacity or taste for what
was sprightly and humorous. But her mind
was so much occupied by things solid and
useful, and so habitually conversant with
heaven and its objects, that while the most
innocent recreations had few charms for her,
‘those that did but border on the contrary,
were absolutely disgusting. |

She was constant and diligent in reading
books of piety. She appointed hersclf a
daily portion of the scriptures, which she
read with much observation; asking of others
an explanation of such parts as she did not
understand. In this way she soun obtained
a share of knowledge which enabled her to
instruct most who conversed with her. Read-
ing once in the Psalms, she was much affect-
ed with the troubles of David, and thence took
occasion to discourse with her maid ahout the
afflictions of life in general, and particularly
her own. 'T'he servant observing that she
could have but little trouble, she replied,
¢« They that have the least trouble, have a
great deal : and if we do but consider what
joys there are in heaven, it is enough to make
us impatient to live here.”

She was much in meditation; and when
alone, was sometimes so much absorbed, as
to be seen walking with her hands and eyes
lifted up to heaven, and expressing, in other
ways, much joy and comfort. When walk-
ing with others, she would discourse on the
werks, as well as the word of God, in a strain
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which shewed: them to be familiar to her
thoughts. Her mind was much employed
on the great subject of death. It was com-
mon for her, at going to bed, to converse
with her maids about it; saying, ¢ How
ought we to think of our death, when this
night may be the last !”> Sometimes, vwhen
taking leave of them at night, she would say,
““ Well, I am going to death’s kinsman.”’
Her devotion was eminent. She prayed
regularly three times a day at-least; and
rarcly an hour passed without secret ejacu-
Jations. Nor was it uncommon for her, in
the midst of her youthful employments or
recreations, to send away her maids, and re-
tire for prayer. Such fervor and delight did
she feel in this duty, that she sometimes for-
got herself and her hLealth so far, as to con-
 tinue for two hours in her closet, even amid
the severest cold. Not only on these occa-
sions, but during the prayers of the family,
it was common for her to shed tears in abun-
dance. No company, nc engagements, were
permitted to supersede her devotions. Being
once invited to go into the presence of the
Queen, and being of course necessitated to
spend a considerable time in dressing, she
immediately after retired to her closet. The
Lady who was to introduce her being come,
and waiting for her, her mothet, not know-
ing the cause of her delay, went hastily into
the chamber, where she found her with her
hands lifted up to heaven, and her face be-
~dewed with tears, uttering thesc words :
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“ Good Lord, for the sake of Jesus Christ,
suffer not Satan to prevail over me.”’

In this way she consecrated every place
into which she came, and converted every
room of the house into a kind of Oratory.
Yet though she spent so much of her time in
retirement, she was cheerful, as well as affa-
ble, in company; and appeared as if her heart
were almost continually filled with comfort
and joy. The prayers, sxghs, and tears which
she sent to i.eaven, seemed to return in peace
and blessings into her soul. Her exemplary
devotion imparted to her whole demeanor a
sweetness and solemnity which were equally
engaging.

She was exemplarily strict in her obser-
vance of the sabbath. By secret devotion
she prepar-ed for the public worship of God.
She heard his word with solemn and reve-
rent attention. Returning from the sanc-
tuary, she repeated in private what she could
remember of the sermons, and spent the rest

of the day in reading to others, or alone; in
prayer, meditation, and other pious exer-
cises. When requested for the sake of her
health to walk abroad, she generally declined,
lest her mind should be diverted from things
divine.

She manifested a sincere love to the souls
of others; instructing and admonishing the
ignorant, reproving the wicked, comforting
the dnsconsolate, and dcing what was in her
power to prevent sin iz uil.  She taught the
servants the things of reiigion; exhorting
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them to be constant in prayer and reading
the scriptures, to avoid falsehood, and be

~ kind, according to their ability, to the poor.

She warned them agains. letting any business
whatever prevent them from prayer; and
especially, that they shculd guard their hearts
from wandcring in that duty ; adding, ¢ This
1 tell you, because my heart is apt to do so.”’
Such pious counsels, strengthened by her
good example, seemed much blessed to seve-
ral of the servants. One of them in particu-
lar acknowledged that she had reeeived more
ood to her soul-by this young lady, than she
ad got elsewhere in all her life before.
Though anger was rarely, if ever, mani-
fested by her on any other account, yet she
has been known to reprove for sin with great
pungency, where the occasion required it.
In a person.of such a sweet, gentle, inoffen-
sive disposition, this discovered great zeal
for the honour of God, and a lively sense of
the danger of the guilty person. Nor was
her fidelity in giving reproof greater than her
humility, and even gratitude in receiving it.
So tender was her compassion to those
who were afflicted, especially in mind, that
though her modesty was great, she frequently
found herself compelled to offer consolation
to those in this state, who were much older -

- - than herself. To a visitant recently deprived

of several near relatives, and otherwise much
distressed, she judiciously enlarged cn the
wisdom and goodness of God, who knew
what was best for her, and no doubt had gra-

N
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cious purposes in sending those afllictions 5
rer)resentmg in addition what might be the
probable intention of them, and which way
they might turn to her advantage, and the
consequent reasons for setting bounds to her
SOrrow.

If any fault was committed in the house,
she would desire her mother not to ask the
servants about it, lest for fear of her anger,
any of them should tell a lie to conceal it.
When a boy in the family was taken in a
fault, she desired her mother to correct kim ;

to which her mother replied, :# she had for-

given him so many faults, Aﬁat she would
turn him away.”” ¢ No, mother,” rejoined
the young intercessor, ¢ pray let him be
corrected, and tell him the sin, and set before
him the terrors of conscience, and the tor-
ments of hell, and I warrant you it will do
him good.”

If any poor came to the house, she did not
fail to intercede for them with her pareuts,
nor to add something of her own, though
very secretly. ‘When she met with a dis-
tressed object, she would come in with tears
of compassion to desire relief: and when
visited by some whom she suspected to be
reduced to indigence from circumstances of
ease, she would most tenderly draw from
them an account of their state, and offer her
assistance, if there was need. Nor was she
contented to supply those who came to her
father’s house, but went abroad in quest of
objects of chanty ; yet concealing her design
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as much as possible. She once, on the morn-
ing of Monday, came unperceived behind a
poor woman hard at work, who was that mo-
ment thinking how she should maintain her
family through thé weel, and making her sad
complaint to God; and putting a piece of
money into her hand, went away. The un-
expected relief greatly affected the poor wo-
man, who thought it came, as by an angel
from heaven. So frequent were such visits,
with this compassionate young lady, that she
was well aequainted with the condition of the
poor of the parish, and sometimes gave par-
ticular inforpa#tion of their necessities to her
parents, informing them who wanted victuals,
clothes, or fire, and lmportumng them for a
supply till it was granted. " On one of these
occasions, she sgid to them, ¢¢ If you will bus
give what wood I will carry, they shall not-
want.”” She would also particularly reckon
up to them the poor’s charge, what they were
allowed, and what they could earn, and.then
put the question to her parents, whether they
could live upon so little; and this se judi-
ciously, that they seldom or never had rea-
son to controvert her statemcnts. VVhen she
- could not go abroad herself, she sent money
to the poor by her maid, cnarging her not to
say any thing of it. She also enjoined on
her, that when any poor people came, she
should not speak harshly to them, but go to
her parents, and represent their condition ;
adding a charge that she should do the same
wherever she might be placed; and that when

I
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she should be settled 1n the world, she should
be kind to the poor; saying she would find
that far from having less at the year’s end,
she would be doubly paid by Providence.

So displeased was she to hear any thing
said injurious to the reputation of another,
that she would reprove and silence the least
whispers of detraction.

To these excellencies, truly uncommon in
one so young, it may be added, that her dis.
cretion and judgment were so cminent, that
even the aged were cautious what they said
before her; and that such was her humility,
meekness, and universal exemplariness, as to
rank her among the first-rate Christians.

A little before her last sickness, she thus
expostulated with her mother, i1 whom she
discovered an immoderate anxiety about her:
““ Am I not,” said she, ¢ in the hands of
God ? Cannoct he preserve me? If it be his
pleasure, I shall live. If not, your care can-
not preserve me. And what if he should
take me? you wiil not be long after me. If
you live twenty or thirty years after me,
what is that to eternity ?”....Such expres-
sions render it not improbable that she had
some apprehensions of approaching death;
especially as she was heard about this time
to express a wish that her mother.had ano-
ther child, and that her parents. hag-less af-
fection for her. She likewise obs¥siad, in
consequence of a journey being planned Tor
her, that if she went to the place contem-

plated, she should never return.
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Seon after, being within some months 6f
fourteen, “she was seized with the sickness
which gave her up to God and glory. Being
in great pain at first, she often called on God,
and said, ‘“ He is very merciful to me; for
what I feel is nothing to the sufferings of
Christ for me.” After some ease, she said,
¢ God is very gracious in giving us pain;
otherwise, we should not know how to be
thankful for ease.”

She spent much of her sickness in prayer ;
and when she could not speak, shewed great
signs of inward devotion. _

Two or three hours before her death, her
mother said to her, ¢ My dear, are you so il
that you think you shall die? Be not back-
ward to tell me, for 1t will not be hard for
me to part with you to God, if it be his plea-
sure.”” T'othis question she replied, smiling,
* T hope God will pardon my sins;”’....thus
mtimating her hope that she should find the
sting of death taken out. She afterwards
asked the Doctor, ¢ Do you think I shall
die > He answered. ¢ Madam, no one can
tell that,”> She repiied, ¢ Pray, Doctor,
deal plainly with me: I would not be de-
luded.” He answered, ‘¢ It i1s doubtful.”?
She then said, ¢“ I have been a great sinner;
but I hope God will pardon me. My Sa.
viour is in heaven, and I hope he will put on
me the white robe.”” She confessed the for-
mer mercies of God to her, said she had been
troubled for sin, but the Lord had given her
the Comforter, and scaled her, and she had

_///
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been comforted ever since. She then, with
the consent of her parents, ordered consider-
able sums of money to be given to the poor
after her death. After this, addressing her
father and mother, she said, ¢ Pray, do not
be troubled when I am gone. Do you think
you shall be long after me 2> Her father and
the rest of the family kneeling down, and re-
commending her to God, she seemed devout
and cheerful.

How does such an example of piety thus
mature in one less than fourtcen, reprove the
irreligious, useless, perhaps pernicious old
age of multitudes! While it forcibly allures
the young, the thoughtless and the gay, to
that religion which confers such real dignity,

and such substantial pleasure; which can-

render them in life so useful, in death so
happy !

In a Latin epitaph, prefixed to her life, are
expressions to the following purpose:

- ¢¢ She was a person rarely paralleled....the
hope and love of her parents....the delight
and ornament of her family....Her bosom
was the temple of modesty, purity, and good-
ness.... 10 the poor she richly scattered bless-
mgs....the pomps of the world she disdain-
ed....the powers of Satan she vanquished...
for God dwelt in her, and she in God..
Wonder not that such a spirit made so short
~ a visit to our world, as its prayers and de-
vout breathings were the wings and gales that
waited it to its heavenly rest. Depart, tra-
veller; ponder, and be wise.”

G
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THE SURE PATH

TO

CHRISTIAN PERFECTION.

THE greatest part of mankind, nay, of
Christians, may be said to be asleep; and that
particular way of life, which takes up each
man’s mind, thoughts and affections, may
very well be called his particular dream. This
degree of vanity is equally visible in every
| form and order of life. The learned and the
- ignorant, the rich and the poor, are all in the
- same state of slumber; only passing away a
| short life in a different kind of a dream. But
- why so? It is because man has an eternity
 within him, 1s born into this world not for
~ the sake of living here, not for any thing this
- world can give hxm but only to have time
~and place 10 bf..Pome either an eternal par-
- taker of a awvine life with God, or to have an
. hellish eternity among fallen angels: and
. therefore, every man who has not his eyes,
" his heart, and his hands, continually govern-
ed by this two-fold eternity, may be justly
- said to be fast asleep, to have no awakened
- sensibility of himself. And a life deveted to
~ interest, and the enjoyments of this world,
spent and wasted in the slavery of earthly de-
sires, may be truly called 2 dream, as having
~ all the shortness, vanity, and delusion of a
| dream ; only with this (hﬁ'erence, that when .
~ a dream is over, nothing is lost but fictions
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and fancies : but when the dream of life is
ended only by death, all that eternitys lost,
for which we were brought into being. Now . |
there is no misery in this world, nothing that
makes either the life or death of man to be
full of calamity, but this blindness and insen-
sibility of his state, into which ke so willingly
nay, obstinately, plunges himseilf. Every
thing that has the nature of evil and dxstress
in it, takes its rise from thence. Do but sup-
pose a man to know himself; that he comes
into this world on no other errand, but to rise
out of the vanity of time into the riches of
eternity ; do but suppose him to govern his
inward thoughts and outward actions by this
view of himself, and then to him every day
has lost all its evil; prosperity and adversity .
have no dxﬂ'erence, because he receives and
uses them both in the same spirit; Ilife and
death are equally welcome, because equally
parts of his way to eternity. For poor and
_miserable as this hfe is, we have all of us free
access to all that is.great, and good, and
happy; and carry within ourselves a key to
all the tredsures that Heaven has to bestow
upon us.... We starve in the midst of plenty,
groan under infirmities, with the remedy in
our own hands; live and die without know-
ing and feeling any thing of the one only
good, whilst we have it in our power to know |
and enjoy it In as great a reality, as we know
and feel the power of this world over us: for
heaven is as near to our souls, as this world
1s to our bodies; and we are crcated, we are |
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redeemed, to have our conversation in it:
God, the only good of all intelligent natures,
1s not an absent or distant God, but is
more present in and to our souls, than our
own bodies ; and we are strangers to heaven,
and without God in the world, for this only
reason, because we arc void of that spirit of
prayer, which alone can, and never fails to
unite us with the one only good, zni to open
heaven and the kingdom of God within us.
All our salvation consists in the manifesta-
tion of the natare, life, and spirit of Jesus
- Christ in our inward new man. This alone
1s Christian redemption ; this alone delivers
- from the guilt and power of sin; this alone
redeems, renews, and regains the first life of
God in the soul of man. Every thing besides
this is self, is fiction, is propriety, is own
will, and however coloured, is only thy old
man, with all his deeds. Enter therefore
with all thy heart into this truth, let thy ¢ 2
be always upon’it, do every thing in view-of
, 1t, try every thing by the truth of it, love no-
. thing but for the sake of it. Wherever thou
- 7oest, whatever thou dost, at home, or abroad,
in the field, or at church, do all in a desire of
union with Christ, in imitation of his tem-
pers and inclinations, and look upon all as
nothing, but that which exercises and in-
creases the spirit and life »of Christ in thy
soul. From morning to night keep Jesus u:
thy heart, long for nothing, desire nothing,
“hope for nothing, but to have all that is within
‘thee, changed into the spirit and temper of
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the holy Jesus. Let this be thy Christianity, |
thy church, and thy religion. For this new
birth in Christ thus firmly believed, and con- .
tinually desired, will do every thing that thou
wantest to have done in thee, it will dry up
all the springs of vice, stop all the workings
of evil in thy nature, it will bring all that i1s
good into thee, it will open all the gospel
within thee, and thou wilt know what it is to
be taught of Ged. This longing desire of
‘thy heart to be one with Christ, will soon put
a stop to all the vanity of thy Lfe, and no-
thing will be admitted to enter into thy heart,
or proceed from it, but what comes from
God, and returns to God; thou wiit soon be,
as it were, tied and bound in the chains of
all holy affections and desires, thy mouth
will have a watch set upon it, thy ears would
willingly hear nothing that does not tend to
God, nor thy eyes be open, but to see, and
fi« £ occasions of doing good. In a word,
when this faith has got both thy head and thy
heart, 1t will then be with thee, as it was with
the merchant who found a pearl of great
price, 1t will make thee gladly to sell all that
thou hast, and buy it. For all that had
seized and possessed the heart of any man,
whatever the merchant of this world had got
togother, whether of riches, power, honour,
lexrnmg, or réputation, loses all its value, is
ccunted but as dung, and willingly parted
with, as soon as this glorious pearl, the new
birth in Christ Jesus, is discovered and found
by him. This therefore may serve as a touch.
G 2
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stone, whereby every one may try the truth
of his state ; if the old man is still a merchant
within thee, trading in all sorts of worldly
honour, power, or learning, if the wisdom of
this world is not foolishness to thee, if earthly
interests, and sensual pleasures, are still the
desire of thy heart, and only covered under a
form of godlmess, a cloke of creeds, cbserv-
ances, and institutions of religion, thou mayst
‘be assured, that the pearl of great price is not
. yet found by thee. ¥or where Christ is born,
or his spirit rises up in the soul, there all self
1s denied, and obliged to turn out; there all
carnal wisdom, arts of advancement, with
every pride and glory of this life, are as so
many heathen idols, all willingly renounced, -
and the man is not only content, but rejoices
to say, that his kingdom is not of this world.
But thou wilt perhaps say, How shall this
great work, the birth of Christ, be effected in
me ! It might rather be said, since Christ
~ has an infinite power, and also an infinite de:
sire to save mankind, how can any one miss
of this satvation, but through his own unwil-
lingness to be saved by him? Consider, how
was it that the lame and blind, the lunatic
and leper, thc publican and sinner, found
Christ to be their Saviour, and to do all that
for them, which they wanted to be done to
them ! It was becausc they had a real desire
cf baviag that which they asked for, and
therefore in true faith and prayer applied to
- Christ, that his spirit and power might enter
into them, and heal that which they wanted
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and desired to be healed in them. Every
one of these said in faith and desire, ¢¢ Lord,
if thou wilt, thou canst make me whole.”
And the answer was always this, ‘¢ Accord-
ing to thy faith, so be it done unto thee.”
This is Christ’s answer now, and thus it is
done to every one of us- at this day, as our
faith 13, so i1s it done unto us. And here
lies the whole reason of cur falling short of
the salvation of Christ, it is because we have
no will to it. _
But you will say, Do not all Christians de-
sire to have Christ to be their Saviour? Yes.
But here is the deceit; all would have Christ
to be their Saviour in the next world, and to
help them into heaven when they die, by his
power and merits with God. But this is not
willing Christ to be thy Saviour; for his sal.
vation, if it is had, must be had m this world,
if he saves thee, it must be done in this life,
by changing and altering all that is within
thee, by helping thee to a new heart, as he
helped the blind to see, the lame to walk, and
the dumb to speak. For to have salvation
from Christ, 1s nothing else but to be made
like unto him ; ; it is to have his humility and
meekness, his mortificatton and self-denial,
his renunciation of the spint, wisdom, and
honours of this world, his love of God, his
desire of doing God’s will, and seeking only
his honour. To have these tempers formed
and begotten in thy heart, is to have salvation
from Chirist; but if thou walest not to have
these teiapers brought forth in thee, if thy
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taith and desire does not seek and cry to
Christ for them in the same reality, as the
lame asked to walk, and the blind to see,
then thou must be said to be unwilling to
have Christ to be thy Saviour.

Again, consider how was it that the carnal
Jew, the deep-read Scribe, the leathed Rabbi,
the religious Pharisee, not only did not re-
ceive, but crucified their Saviour? It was
because they willed and desired no such Sa-
viour as he was, no such inward salvation as
he offered to them. They desired no change
of their own nature, no inward destruction of
their own natural tempers, no deliverance
from the love of themselves, and the enjoy-
ments of their passions; they liked their state,
the gratifications of their old man, their long
robes, their broad philacteries, and greetings

<@ the markets. They wanted not to have their
pride and self love dethroned, their covetous-
ness and sentuality to be subdued by a new na-

~ture from Heaven derived into them. Their
only desire was the success of Judaism, to
have an outward Saviour, a temporal prince,
that should establish their law and ceremontes
“over all the earth. And therefore they cru-
cified their dear Redeemer, and would have
none of his salvation, because it all consisted
in a changc of their nature, in a new birth
from above, and a kingdom of Heaven to be
opened within them by the Spirit of God.

Oh Christendom, look not only at the cld

Jews, but sce thyself in this glass. For at
.this day (Oh sad truth te be told!) at this

3
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day, a Christ within us, an inward Saviour
raising a birth of his own nature, life, and
Spirit within us, is rejected as gross en-
thusiasm, the learned Rabbies take counsel
against it.

But to return: it is manifest, that no one
can faii of the benefit of Christ’s salvation,
but through an unwillingness to have it, and
from the same spirit and tempers which made
the Jews unwilling to receive it. But if thou
wouldst still farther know how this great
work, the birth of Christ, is to be effected in
thee, then let this joyful truth be told thee,
that this great work is already begun in
every one of us. For this holy Jesus, that
is to be formed in thee, that is to be the-
Saviour and new life of thy soul, that is to
raise thee out of the darkness of death into
the light of life, and give thee power to be-.
come a Son of God, is already within thee,
hving, stirring, calling, knocking at the door
of thy heart, and wanting nothing but thy
own faith and good will, to have as real a
birth and form in thee, as he had in the vir-
gin Mary. For the eternal Word, or Sor
of God, did not then first begin to be the Sa-
viour of the world, when he was born in
Bethlehem of Judea; but that Word, which
became man in the virgin Mary, did, from
the beginning of the world, enter as a word
of life, a seed of salvation, into the first father
of mankind, was inspoken into him, as an
ingrafted word, under the name and charac-
ter of a bruiser of the serpent’s head. Hence
it 1s, that Christ said to his disciples, the
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kingdom of God is within you; that is, the
divine nature is within you, given unto your
first Father, into the light of his life, and
from him rising up in the life o1 every son of
Adara. Hence also the holy Jesus is said to
be the light, which lighteth every man that
cometh Into the world. Not as he was born
in Bethlechem, not as he had an human form
upon earth; in these respects he could not
be said to have been the light of every man
that cometh into the world; but as he was
that eternal Word, by which all things were
created, which was the life and light of all
things, and which had as a second Creator
entered again into fallen man, as a bruiser of
the serpent; in this respect it was truly said
of our Lord, when on earth, that ‘¢« He was
that light which lhghteth every man that
cometh into the world.”” -For he was really
and truly all this, as he was the Immanuel,
the God with us, given unto Adam, and in
him to all his offspring. See here the be-
ginning and glorious extent of the catholic
church of Christ; it takes in all the world.
It is God’s unlimited, universal mercy to all
mankind ; and every human creature, as sure
as he is born of Adam, has a birth of the
Bruiser of the serpent within him, and is so
infallibly in covenant with God, through Jesus
Christ. Hence also it is, that the holy Jesus
is appointed to be Judge of all the world, it
is because all markind, all nations and lan-
guages have in bim, and through him, been
put into covenant with God, and made capa-
ble of resisting the evil of their fallen: nature.
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When our blessed Lord conversed with
the woman at Jacob’s well, he said unto her,
¢ If thou knewest the gift of God, and who
it is that talketh wuh thee, thou wouldest
have asked of him, and he would have given
thee living water.”” How happy (may any one
well say ) was this woman of Samaria, to stand
so near this gift of God, from whom she might
have had living water, had she but vouchsafed
to have asked for 1t! But, dear Christian,
this happiness is thine; for this holy Jesus,
the gift of God, first given unto Adam,-and
in him to all that are descended from him, is
the gift of God to thee, as sure as thou art
born of Adam; nay, hast thou never yet
owned him; art thou wandering from him,
as far as the prodigal son from his father’s
house? Yet is he still with thee, he is the
gift of God to thee, and if thou wilt turn to

him, and ask of him, he has living water for

thee. -

Poor sinner! consider the treasure thou
" hast within thee, the Saviour of the world,
the eternal Word of God lies hid in thee, as
a spark of the divine nature, which is to over-
come sin, and death, and hell within thee, and
generate the life of heaven again in thy soul.
Turn to thy heart, and thy heart will find its
Saviour, its God within itself. Thou seest,
hearest, and feelest nothing of God, because
thou seekest for Him abroad with thy out-
ward eyes, thou seekest for Him in books, In
coritroversies, in the church, and outward
exercises, but there thou wilt not find Him,
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-till thou hast first found Him in thy heart.
Seek for Him in thy heart, and thou wilt
never seeck in vain, for there he dwelleth,
there 1s the seat of his light and Holy Spirit.

For this turning to the light and Spirit of
God within thee, is thy only true turning
unto God, there is no other way of finding
Him, but in that place wheire he dwelleth in
thee. For though God be every where pre-
sent, yet He is only present to thee in the
deepest, and most central part of thy soul.
‘T'hy natural senses cannot pessess God, or
unite thee to Him, nay, thy inward faculties
of understanding, will, and memory, can
only reach after God, but cannet be the place
of his habitation 1n thee. But there is a root,
or death in thee, from whence all these fucul-
ties come forth, as lines from a centre, or as
branches from the body of the tree. This
depth 1s called the centre, the fund, or bot-
tom of the soul. This depth is the unity, the
eternity, I had almost said, the infinity of thy
soul; for it is so infinite, that nothing can
satisfy it or give it any rest, but the infinity
of God. In this depth of the soul, the holy
Trinity brought forth its own living image
-in the first created man, bearing in himself a
living representation of Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, and this was his dwelling in
God, and God in Him. This wa: the king-
dom cf God within Him, and made paradise
without Him. DBut the day that Adum <id
eat of the forbidden earthly tree, in that cay
he absolutely died to this kingdom of God
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within Him. This depth, or centre of his
soul having lost its God, was shut up in
death and darkness, and became a prisoner
in an earthly animal, that only excelled its
brethren, the beasts, in an upright form, and
serpentile subtilty. Thus ended the fall of
man. But from that moment that the God
of mercy inspoke into Adam the Bruiser of
the serpent, from that moment all the riches
and treasures of the divine nature came again
into man, as a seed of salvation sown into the
centre of the soul, and only lieth hidden there
in every man, till he desires to rise from his
fallen state, and to be born again from above.

Awake then, thou that sleepest, and Christ,
who, from all eternity, hath been espoused to
thy soul, shall give thee light. Begin to
search and dig in thine own field for this
pearl of eternity, that lieth hidden in it; it
cannot cost thee too much, nor canst thou
buy it dear; for it is all, and when thou hast
found it, thou wilt know, that all which thou
hast sold, or given away for it, is as mere a
nothing, as a-bubble upon the water.

But if thou turnest from this heavenly
pearl, or tramplest it under thy feet, for the
sake of being rich or great, either in church
or state, if death finds thee in this success,
thou canst not then say, that though the
pearl is lost, yet something has been gained -
instead of it. For in that parting moment,
the things, and the sounds of thls warld,
will be exactly alike; to have had an estate,
or only to have heard of it; to have lived at
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Lambcth twenty years, cor only to have twenty
times passed by the palace, will be the same -
good, or the same nothing to thee.

But I will now shew a little more distinctiy,
what this pearl of eternity is. First, it is the
light and Spirit of God within thee, which
has hitherto done thee but little good, be-
cause all the desire of thy heart has been af-
ter the light and spirit of this world. Thy
reason and senses, thy heart and passions,
have turned all their attention to the poor
concerns of this life, and therefore thou art 2
stranger to this principle of heaven; this
riches of eternity within thee. For as God
1s not, cannot be trulv found by any wor-
shippers, Lut those who worship Him in
spirit and 1n truth, so this Eght and Spirit,
though always within us, i1s not, cannot be
found, felt, or enjoyed, but by those, whose
whole spirit 1s turned to it.

When man first came into being, and
stood before God as his own image and like-

ess, tils light and Spirit of God was as na-
teral to him, as truly the light of his nature,
as the light and air of this world is naturai to
the creatures that have their birthin it. But
when man, not content with the food of eter-
nity, did eat of the earthly tree, this light and
Spirit of Heaven was no more natural to him,
no more rose up as a birth of his nature, but,
instead thereof, he was left solely to the
lipht and spirit of this world. And this is
that death which God told Adam he sheuid -
surcly die, 1 the day th:t he should eat of
the forbidden tree.
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But the goodness of God would not ieave
man in this condition ; a redemption from it
was immediately granted, and the Bruiser of
the serpent brought the light and “Spirit of
Heaven once more into the human nature.
Not as it was 1n its first state, when man was
in paradise, but as a treasure hidden in the
centre of our soals, which should discover,
and open 1tseli by deqrees, in such propor -
tion, as the faith and desires of our heari
were turned to it. This light and Spirit of
God thus freely restored again to the soul,
and lying in it as a sceret source of Heaven,
is calied grace, free grace. or the supernatu-
ral gift, or power of God in the soul. Hence
it 1s, that in the greatest truth, and highest
reality, every stirring of the soul, every ten-
dency of the heart towards God and good-
ness, 1s justly and necessarily ascribed to the
Holy Spirit, or the grace of God. It is be-
cause this first seed of life, which is sown
into the soul, as the gift or grace of God to
fallen man, 1s itself the light and Spirit of
God, and therefore every stirring, or opening
of this sced of life, every awakened thouglit
or desire that arises from it, must be calied
the moving, or the quickening of the Spirit
of God; and therefore that new man which
arises from it, must, cof all necessity, be said
to be solely the work and operation of God.
Hence alco we have an easy and plain decla-
ration of the truc meaning, solid sense, arnd
certain truth, of all thosc scriptures, which
speak of the inspiration of God, the opera.
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t.on of the Holv Spirit, the power of the di-
vine light, as the sole and necessary agents
i the renewal and sanctification of our souls,
and also as being things ccmmon to all men.
It 1s because this seed of life, or bruiser of
the serpent, is common to all men, and has
i1 ail men a degree of life, which 1s in itself
so much of the inspiration, or life of God,
the St of God, the light of God, which is
In cvery soul. and is its power of becoming
born zguin of God. Hence also it 1s, that all
mcs ore exhorted not to quench, or resist,
¢: grieve the Spirit; that is, this seed of the
Bpint and Light of God that is in all men, as
ti:z: cnly source of good. Again, ¢ the flesh
lusteth agzinst the spirit, and the spirit against
the flesh.” By the flesh and its lustings,
are meant the mere human nature, or the
natural man, as he is by the fall; by the spi-
rit is meant the bruiser of the serpent, that
sevd of the light and Spirit of God, which
ilcth as a treasure hid in the soul, in order
to bring forth the life that was lost in Adam.
Now as the flesh hath its life, 1ts lustings,
whence all sorts ¢f evil are truly said to be
inspired, quickened, and stirred up in us; sc
the spirit, being a living principle within us,
has its inspiration, its breathing, its moving,
its quickening, from which alone the divine
life, or the angel that died in Adam, can be
born in us.

When this seed of the Spirit, common to
all men, is not resisted, grieved, and quench-
ed, but its inspirations and motions suffered
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to grow and increase in us to unite with
God, and get power over all the lusts of the
flesh, then we are born again, the nature,
spirit, and tempers of Jesus Christ are optn-
ed in our souls, the kingdom of God is come,
and 1s found within us. On the cther hand,
when the flesh, or the natural man, hatb re-
sisted and quenched this spirit or seed of hfe
within us, then the works of the flesh, adul-
tery, fornication, murders, lying, hatred, en-
vy, wrath, pride, feolishness, worldly wisdom.

carnal prudence, false religion, hyvpocritical
holiness, and serpentine subtilty, have set up
their Kingdom within us.

See here in short the state of man as re-
deemed. He has a spark of the light and
Spirit of God, as a supernatural gift of God
given mto the Dirth of his soul, to bringz
forth Ly degrees a new birth of that llfp,
which was lost in paradise. This holy spark
of the divine nature within him, has a natn-
ral, strong, and almost infinite tendency, or
reaching after that eternal light and Spirit of
God, from whence 1t came forth. It came
forth from God, it ccme out of God, it par-
taketh of the divine nature, and therefore it
1s always in a state of tendency and return
to God. And zil this is called the breathing,
the moving, the quickening of the Holy Spirit
within us, which are so many operations of
this spark of life tending towards God. On
the cther hand, the Deity, as considered in
1tsclf, and without the soul of man, has an
infinite, unchangeable tendency of love, and
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desire towards the sou: <f :an, to unite, and
communicate its own richis and glorxes to
it, just as the spirit of the sir without man,
unitcs, and communicates its riches and vir-
tues to the spirit of the air that is within
man. This love, or desire of God towards
the soul of man is so great, that He gave
his only begotten Son, the brightness of his
glory, to take human nature upon him, in its
falicn state, that by this mysterious union of
God and man, all the enemies of the soul of
man might be overcome, and every human
creature might have a power of being born
again according to that image of God, in
which he was first created. The gospel is
the history of this love of God to man. In-
wardly he has a seed of the divine life given
into the birth of his soul, a seed that has all
the riches of eternity in it, and 1s always
wanting to come to thc birth in him, and be
alive m God. Outwardly he bas Jesus
Christ, who, as a Sun of Righteousness, is
always casting forth his enlivening beams on
this inward seed, to kindle and call it forth to
the birth, doing that to this seed of Heaven in
man, which the sun in the firmament is al-
ways doing to the vegetable seeds in the
earth.

Consider this matter in the following simili-
tude. A grain of wheat has the air and light
of this world enclosed, or incorporated in 1t :
this is the mystery of its life, this is its power

- of growing, by this it has a strong continual
. tcndency of uniting again with that ocean of
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light and air, from whence it came forth, and
so it Lelps to kindle its own vegctable life.

On the other hand, that great ocean of
. light and air, having its own offspriag hidden
in the heart of the grain, has a perpetual
strong tendency to unite and communicate
with it again. From this desire of union on
both sides, the vegetable life arises, and all
the virtues and powers contained in it.

But here let it be well observed, that this
desire on both sides cannot have 1its effect, till
the husk and gross part of the grain falls into
a state of corruption and death; till this be-
gins, the mystery of life hidden in it, cannot
come forth. The application here ‘may be
left to the reader, 1 shall only observe, that
we may here see the true ground, and abso-
lute necessity of that dying to ourselves, and
to the world, to which our blessed Lord so
constantly calls all his followers. An wuni-
versal self-denial, a perpetual mortification of
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life, is not a thing imposed upon
us by the mere will of Gorl, is not required as
a punishment, is not an invention of dull and
monkish spirits, but has its ground and rea-
son in the nature of the thing, and is as abso-
lutely necessary to make way for the new
birth, as the death of the husk, and gross
part of the grain, 1s necessary to make way
for its vegetable life.

But secondly, this pearl of eternity is the
wisdom and love of God within thee. In
this pcarl of thy serpent Bruiser, all the holy
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nature, spirit, tempers, and inclinations of
Christ lie as in a seed, i the centre of thy
soul, and divine wisdom, and heavenly love,
wiil grow up in thee, if thou givest but true
attention to God present in thy soul. On
the other hand, there i1s hidden also in the
depth of thy nature, the root, or possibility of
all the hellish niature, spirit and tempers of
the fullen angels. For heaven and hell have
each of them their foundation within us, they
come not into us from without, but spring
up in us, according as our will and heart 1s
turned either to the light of God, or the
kingdom of darkness. But when this life,
which i1s:1n the midst of these two eternities,
is at an end, either an angel or a devil will be
found to have a birth In us.

Thou needest not therefore run here, or
there, saying, ‘“ Where is Christ? Thou
ncedest not say, Who shall ascend into hea-
ven, that is, to bring down Christ from
above ? or who shall descend into the deep,
to bring up Christ from the dead ?”’ for be-
hold, the Word, which is the wisdom of
God, is in thy heart, it is there as a bruiser
of :hy serpent, as a light unto thy feet, and
lanthorn unto thy paths. It is there as an
holy oil, to soften and overcome the wrathful,
fiery nroperties of thy nature, and rhange
them 1nto the humble meekness of light and
love. Itis there as a speaking Word of God
in thy soul ; and as soon as thou art ready to
kear, this eternal speaking Word will speak

wisdom and love in thy inward parts, and




bring forth the birth of Christ, with all his
holy nature, spirit and tempers, within thee.
Hence it was (that is, from this principle of
heaven, or Christ in the soul) hence I say it
was, that so many eminent spirits, partakers
of a divine life, have appeared in so many
parts of the heathen world. Glorious names,
sons of wisdom, that shone, as lights hung
cut by God, in the midst of idolatrous dark-
ness. These were the apostles of a Christ
within, that were awakened and commission-
cd by the inward bruiser of the serpent, to
call mankind from the blind pursuits of flesh
and blood, to know themselves, the dignity
of their nature, the immortality of their souls,
and the necessity of virtue, to avoid eternal
shame and misery. These apostles, though
they had not the law, or written gospel, to
urge upon their hearers, yet, having turned
to God, they found and preached the gospel,
that was written in their hearts. Hence one
of them could say this divine truth, viz. that
‘“ such only are priests and prophets, who
have God in themselves.”” Hence also 1t is,
that in the Christian church, there hath been
in all ages, amongst the most illiterate, both
men and women, who have attained to a deep
understanding of the mysteries of the wisdom
and love of God, in Christ Jesus. And
what wender ? since it is not art or science,
or skill in grammar or logic, but the opening
of the divine life in the soul, that can give
true understanding of the things of God.
This life of God in the soul, which for its




smallness at first, and capacity for great
growth, is, by our Lord compared to a grain
of mustard-seed, may be, and too generally
is, suppressed, and kept under, either by
worldly cares, or pleasures, by vain learning,
sensuality, or ambition. And all this while,
whatever church or profession any man is of,
he is a mere natural man, unregenerate, un-
enlightened by the Spirit of God, because
this seed of Heaven is choaked, and not suf-
fered to grow up in him. And therefore his
religion i1s no more from Heaven, than his
fine breeding ; his cares have no more good-
ness in them, than his pleasures; his love is
worth no.more than his hatred; his zeal for
this, or against that form of religion, has only
the nature of any other woridly contention in
it.  And thus it is, and must be with every
mere natural man; whatever appearances he
may put on, he may, if he pteases, know him-
self to be the slave and machine of his own
corrupt tempers and inclinations; to be en-
lightened, inspired, quickened, and animated
by self-love, self-esteem, and self-seeking,
which is the only life and spirit of the mere
natural man, whether he be Heathen, Jew, or
Christian.

On the other hand, wherever this sced of
Heaven is suffercd to take root, to get hic
and breath in the soul, whether it be in man
or woman, young or old, there this new-born
inward man is justly said to be inspired, en-
lightened, and moved by the Spirit of God,
becausc his whole birth and life is a birth
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from above, of the light and Spirit of God,
and therefore all that 1s in him, hath the na-
turc, spirit, and tempers of heaven in it. As
this regenerate life grows up in any man, -so
there grows up a true and real knowledge of
the whole mystery of godliness in himself.
All that the gospel teaches of sin and grace,
of life and death, of heaven and hell, of the
new and old man, of the light and Spirit of
God, are things not got by hear-say, but in-
wardly known, felt, and experienced, in the
growth of his own new-born life. - He has
then an unction from above, which teacheth
him all things, a Spirit that knoweth what it
ought to pray for, a Spirit that prays without
ceasing, that is risen with Christ from the
dead, and has all its conversation in heaven ;
a Spirit that hath groans and sighs that can-
not be uttered, that travaileth and groaneth
with the whole creation, to be delivered from
vanity, and have its glorious liberty in that
God, from whom 1t came forth.

Again, thirdly, this pearl of eternity is the
chuarch, or temple of God within thee, the
consecrated place of divine worship, where
alone thou canst worship God in spirit and
i truth.  In spirit, because thy spirit is that
alone in thee, which can unite, and cleave
unto God, and receive the workings ot his
divine Spirit upon thee. In truth, because
this adoration,” in spirit, is that truth and
reality, of which all outward form: and rites,
though instituted by God, are only the figurc
for a time, but this worship is eternal.  Ac.
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castom thyvself to the holy service of this -
ward temple. 1n the midst of 1t, iz the foun-
tain of living water, of which thou mayst
drink, and live for ever. There the myste-
ries of chv redemption are celebrated, or ra-
ther opcned 1 lif> and power. There the
supper of the Lamb is kept; the bread that
came down from Heaven, that giveth life to
the world, 1s thy true nourishment: all is
done, and known in real experiernce, in a
living sensibility of the work of God on the
soul. There the birth, the iife, the suffer-
ings, the death, the resurrection, and ascen-
sion of Christ, are not merely remembered,
but inwardly found and enjoyed, as the real
states of thy soul, which has followed Christ
in the regeneration. When once thou art
well-grounded in this inward worship, thou
wilt have iearnt to live unto God above time
and place. For cvery day will be a Sabbath
to thee, and wherever thou goest, thou wilt
have a priest, a church, and an altar along
with thee. For when God has all that he
should have of thy heart, when renouncing
the will, judgngent, tempers, and inclinations
of thy old man, thou art wholly given up to
tie obedience of the light and Spirit of God
within thee, to will only 1n his will, to love
only in his love, to be wise only in his wis-
dom, then it is, that every thing thou dost, is
as a song of praise, and the common business
of thy life is a conforming to God’s will on
earth, as angels do in heaven.
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Fourthty, and lastly, this pearl of eternity
1s the peace and joy ofgsod within thee, but
can only be found by the manifestation of the
life and power of Jesus Christ in thy souk
But Christ cannd.* be thy power and thy life,
till, in obedience to his call, thou dern’est thy-
self, takest up thy daily cross, and f¢ “owest
him in theregeneration. This is peremptory,
it admits of no reserve, or evasion; it is the
one way to Christ and eternal life. But be
where thou wilt, either here, or at Rome, or
Geneva, if self is undenied, if thou livest to
thine own will, to the pleasures of thy natu-
ral lust and appetites, senses and passions,
and 1n conformity to the vain customs and
spirit of this world, thou art dead whilst thou
livest, the seed of the woman is crucified -
within thee, Christ can profit thee nothing,
thou art a stranger to all that is holy and
heavenly within thee, and utterly incapable
of finding the peace and joy of Geod in thy
soul. And thus thou art poor, and blind,
and naked, and empty, and livest a miserable
life in the vanity of time ; whulst all the riches
of eternity, the light and Spirit, the wisdom
and love, the peace and joy of God, are
within thee. Ang thus it will ulways be with
thee, there is g;‘emedy go where thou wilt,
do what thou.wilt, all is shet up, there is no
open door of salvationg ¥ awakening out of
the sleep of sin, no @liverance from the
power of thy corrupt nature, no overcoming
of the world, mo revelation of Jesus Christ,
ne joy of the new birth from above, till dying

I
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to thyself and the world. thou turnest to the
light and Spirit, and power of God in thy
soul. All is fruitless and insignificant. ali
the means of thy redemption are at a stand,
all outward forms are but a dead formality,
till this fountain of living water is found
within thee.

~ But thou wilt perhaps say, ¢ How shall I
tdiscover this riches of eternity, this light, and
Spirit, and wisdom, and peace of God, trea-
sured up within me ?” Thy first thought of
repentance, or desire of turning to God, is
thy first discovery of this light and Spirit of
God within thee. It is the voice agd lan-
cguage of the Word of God withid thee,
though thou knowest it not. It is the Bruiser
of thy serpent’s hend, thy dear Immanuei,
who is beginning to preach within thee, that
same which he first preached in public, say-
ing, ¢ Rcpent, for the kingdom of Heaven
15 at hand.” When therefore but the small-
“est 1ustinet or desire of thy heart calleth thee
'towards God, and a newness of life, give it
stime and lerve to speak ; and take care thou
‘vefuse not him that speaketh. For it is not
an angel'from heaven that speaketh to thee,
‘but it is the eternal speakigg Word of God
in thy heart, that Word whiffat first created
thee, 1s thus begggning to crée thee a se-
.cond time unto feousness, that a new
‘man may be formé@i@dgain in thee, in the
iimage and likeness of Geg. But above all
things, beware of taking this§esire of repent-
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and reason, for in so doing thou losest the
key of all the heavenly treasure that is in thee,
thou shuttest the door against God, turnest -
away from Him, and thy repentance (if thou
hast any) will be only a vain, unprofitable
work of thy own hands, that will do thee no
more good, than a well that is without wa-
ter. But if thou takest this awakened desire
of turning to God to be, as in truth it is, the
coming of Christ in thy soul, the working,
redeeming power of the light and spirit of the
holy Jesus within thee, if thou dost reverence
and adhere to it as such, this faith will save
thee, will make thee whole; and by thus be-
lievizg in Christ, though thou wert dead, yet
shalt thou live.

 Now all dcpcndcth upon thy right submis-
sion 2nd obedience to this speaking of God
‘1 thy soul. Stop therefore all self-activity,
listen not to the suggestions of thy own rea-
son, run not on in thy own will, but be retired,
‘ silent, passipgighdahumbly attentive to this
new risen light* Vuhm thée. Open thy heart,
thy eyes, and ears fo all its impressions. Letit
enlighten, teach, frighten, torment, judge, and
condemn:thee, as it pleaseth, turn.not away
from 1it; hear all it saith, seek for no relief
out of it, cengilt not Wlthﬁesh and blood'?i1
but with &%leart full of fgith and resignation
to God, "p#ay -only this Pfayer, that God’s
kmgdom may come, and his will be done ﬁ
thy soul. Stand faithfully in this state of pre-
paration, thus given up to the Spirit of God;
,and then the work of thy rep:ntancc. will be
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wrought in God, and thou wilt soon fird,
that He that is in thee, is much greater than
all that are against thee.

But that thou mayest do all this the better,
and be more firmly assured, that this resigna-
tion to, and dependance upon the working
of God’s Spirit within thee, is right and
sound, I shall lay before thee two great, and
infailible, and fundamental truths, which will
be as a rock for thy faith to stand upon.

First, that through all the whole nature of
things, nothmg can do, or be a real good to
thy soul, but the operation of God upon it.
Secondlv that all the dispensations of God
to mankind, from the fall of Adani, to the
preaching of the gospel, were only for this
one end, to fit, prepare, and dispose the soul
for the operation of the Spirit of God upon
it. These two great truths, well and deeply
apprehended, put the soul in its right state,
in a continual dependance upon God, in a
readiness to receive all good from Him, and

‘will be a continual source of hight in thy
‘mind. They will keep thee safe from ali er-
‘rors, and false zeal in things, and forms of
religion, from a sectarian spirit, from bigotry
‘and superstition ; they will teach thee the
' true difference Wetween the nians and end of
religion, and the regard thou shewest to the
shel!, will be only so far as the kernel is to
be found in it. '

Man, by his fall, had broke off from his
‘true centre, his proper place. in God, and

|thereforc the hfe and operation of God was
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no more in Him. He was fallen from a life
1in God, inte a life of self, into an anmimal life
of self-love, self-estcem, and self-seeking, in
the poor perishing enjoyments of this world.
This was the natural state of man by the fall.
He was an apostate from God, and his natu-
ral life was all idolatry, where self was the
great idol that was worshipped instead of God.
See here the whole truth in short. All sin,
death, damnation, and hell, is notl: :ing else
but this kingdom of self, or the varivus ope-
rations of self-love, self-esteem, and self-seek-
ing, which separate the soul from God, and
end in eternal death and hell.

On the other hand, all that is grace, re-
demption, salvation, sanctification, spiritual
life, and the new birth, is nothing else but so
much of the life and operation of God found
again in the soul. It is man come back again
into his centre, or place in God, from whence
he had broke off. The beginning again of
the life of God in the soul, was then first
made, when the mercy of God inspoke into
Adam a seed of the divine life, which should
bruise the head of the serpent, which had
wroughtitself into thehumannature. Here the
kingdom of God was again within us, though
only as a seed, yet small as it was, it was yet
a‘degree of the divine life, which, if rightly
cultivated, would overcome all the evil that |
was In us, and make of every fallen man, a
new-born son of God.

All the sacrifices and institutions of the
ancient patriarchs, the law of Moses, with |
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all its types, and rites, and ceremonies, had
this only end; they were the methods of di-
vine wisdom for 2 time, to keep the hearis of.
men from the Wanderings of idolatry, n a
- state of holy expectation upon God; they
were to keep the first seed of life in a state of
growth, and make way for the farther opera-
~ tion of God upon the soul; or, as the apostle
- speaks, to be as a schoolmaster unto Christ.
That is, till the birth, the death, the resurrec-
tion and ascension of Christ, should conquer
death, and hell, open a new dispensation of
- God, and baptlze mankind afresh with the
Holy Ghost, and fire of Heaven. Then, that
~is, on the day of Pentecost, a new dlspensa-
~ tion of God came forth; whxch on God’s
- part, was the operation of the Holy Spirit in
" gifts and graces upon the whole church.
And on man’s part, it was the adoration of
" God, in spirit and in truth. Thus all that
- was done by God, from the Bruiser of the
_i serpent given to Adam, to Christ’s sitting
| down on the right-hand of God, was all for
" this end, to remove all that stood between
God and man, and to make way for the im-
- mediaic and continual operation of God upon
“the soul. And that man, baptized with the
Holy Spirit, and born again from above,
- should absolutely renounce self, and wholly
glve up his soul to the operation of God’s
Spirit, tq know, to love, to will, to pray, to
worship, to preach, to exhort, to use all the
¢ faculties of his mind, and all the outward
' things of this world, as enlightened, inspirea,
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moved, and guided by the Holy Ghost ; who,

by this last dispensation of God, was given
to be a Comforter, a teacher, and guide to
the church, who should abide with it for
ever.

This is Christianity, a spiritual socxety,
not because it has no worldly concerns, but
because all 1ts members, as such, are born of
the Spirit, kept alive, animatcd, and govern-
ed by the Spirit of God. It is constantly
called, by our Lord, tke kingdom of God, or
heaven, because all its ministry and service,
‘all that i1s done in it, 1s done in obedience
and subjection to that Spirit, by which an-
gels live, and are governed in heaven. Hence
our blessed Lord taught his disciples to pray,
that this kingdom might come, that so God’s
will might be done on earth, as it is in hea:
ven, which could not be but by that same
Spirit by which it is done in heaven. The
short is this: the kingdom of self, is the fall
of man, or the great apostacy from the life of
God in the soul, and every one, wherever he
be, that liveth unto self, 1s still under the
fall and great apostacy from God. The king-
dom of Christ is the Spirit and power of
Ged, dwelling and manifesting itself in the
birth of a new inward man: and no one is a
inember of this kingdom, but so far as a true
birth of the Spirit is brought forth in him.
These two kingdoms take in all .mankind,
le that is not of one, is certainly in the
sother; dying to onme, is living to the other. |
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Hence, we may gather these following
truths : first, here is si:e:vn the true ground
and reason of what was said above, namely,
that when the call of God to repentance first
ariseth in thy soul, thou art to be retired, si-
lent, passive, and humbly attentive to this
new risen light within thee, by wholly stop-
ping, or disregarding the workings of thy own
will, reason, and judgment. It is because
all these are false counsellors, the sworn ser-
vants, bribed slaves of thy fallen nature, they
are all born and bred in the kingdom of self;
and therefore if a new kingdom is to be set
up in thee, if the operation of God is to have
its effect in thee ; all these natural powers of
self are to be silenced and suppressed, till
:hey have learned obedience and subjection
to the Spirit of God. Now this is not re-
quiring thee to become a foc!, or to give up
thy claim to sense and reason, but is the
shortest way to have thy sense and reason
delivered from folly, and thy whole rational
nature strengthened, enlightened, and guided
by that light, which is wisdom 1tself.

A child that obediently denies his own
will, and own reason, to be guided by the
will and reason, of a truly wise and under-
standing tutor, cannot be said to make him-
seif a fool, and give up the benefit of his
rational nature, but to have taken the shortest
way to have his own will and reason made
truly a blessing to him.

Secondly, hence is to be seen the true
ground and necessity of that universal mor-
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tification and self-denial with regard to all ;
‘aur senses, appetites, tempers, passions, and
judgments. It is because all our whole na-
ture, as faller irom the life of God, is in 2

state of contrariety to the order and end of

our creation, a coniinual source of disorderly

appetites, corrupt tempers, and false judg-
ments. And therefore every motion of it is
to be mortified, .changed, and purified from
its natural state, before we can eater into the |
kingdom of God. Thus when our Lord saith,
‘¢ Except a man hateth his father and mother,

vea, and his own life, iie cannot be my disci-
ple;’? it 1s because our best tempers are yet

carnal, and full of the imperfections of our

fallen nature. The doctrine is jast and good : .
not as if father and mother were to be hated;
but that love, which an urregenerate person,
or natural man, hath tcwards them, is to be
hated; as being a blad self-love, full of all.
the weakness and rartiality, with which fallen-
man loves, honours, esteems, and cleaves ta
himself. This love, born from corrupt flesh’
and blood, and polluted with self, is to be:
hated anc parted with, that we may love
them with a love born of God, with such a
love, amd on such a motive, as Christ hath

loved us. And then the disciple of Christ
far exceeds all others in the love of parents. !
Again, our own life is to be hated ; and the
reason is pla, it is because there is nothing
lovely in it. It is a legion of evil, a mon-"
strous birth of the serpent, the world, and |
the flesh; it is an apostacy from the life and
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power of God in the soul; alife that is death
to Heaven, that 1s pure unmixed idolatry,
that lives who y to self, and not to God, and
therefore all this own life is to be absolutely
hated, all this self is to be denied and morti-
fied, if the nature, spirit, tempers, and incli-
nations of Christ are to be brought fa life in
us. Foritis as impossible to live both these
lives at once, as for a body to move two con-
. trary ways at the same time. And therefore
all these mortifications and seli-denials have
an absolute necessity in the nature-of the
- thing itself.
- Thus when our Lord further saith, unless
- a man forsake ali that he hath, he cannot be
my disciple. The reason is plain, and the
necessity absolute ; 1t is because all that the
- natural man hath, is in the possession of self-
" love, and therefore this possession 1s to be -
absolutely forsaken, and parted with. All that
he hath, is to be put into other hands, to be
- given to divine Love, or this natural man
+ cannot be changed into a disciple of Christ.
 For self-love in all that it hath, is earthly,
sensual, and devilish, and therefore must have
all taken away from it; and then to the na-
tural man all is lost, he hath nothing ieft, ail
1s laid down at the feet of Jesus. And then
all things are common, as soon as sclf-love
has lost the possession of them. And then
the disciple of Christ, though having no-
“thing, yet possesseth all things; all that the
; natural man hath forsaken, is restored to the

{ disciple of Christ an hundred-fold. For self-
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love; the greatest of all thieves, being now
cast out, and all that he had stolen and hid-
den, thus taken from him, and put into the
hands of divine Love, every mite becometh
a large treasure,- and mammon openecth the
door into everlasting habitations. This was
. the spirit of the first draught of a Christian
church at Jerusalem, a church made truly af-
ter the pattern of heaven, where the lcve that
- reigns in heaven reigned in‘it, where divine
love broke down all the selfish fences, the
locks and bolts of me, mine, my own, &c.
and laid all things comimon to the memoers
of this new kingdom of God on earth.

Now though man{ years did net pass after
the age of the apostles, before Satan and self
got footing in the church, and set up mer-
chandize in the house of God; yet this one
heart, and one spirit, which then irst appear-
ed in the Jerusalem church, is that one heart
and spirit of divine lave, te which all are call-
ed, that would be true disciples of Christ.
And though the practice of it is lost as to the
church in general, yet it ought not to have
been lost; and therefore every Christian
ought to make it his _great care, and prayer,
to have it restored in himself. And then,
though born in the dregs of time, or living
in Babylon, he will be as truly a member of
the first heavenly church at Jerusalem, as if
he had lived in it in the days of the apostles.
'This spirit of love, born of that celestial fire,
with which Christ baptizes his true disciples,
1s alone that spirit, which can enter into hea-
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ven, and therefore is that spirit which is to
be born in us, whilst we are on earth. For
no one can ‘enter into heaven, till he is made
heavenly, till the spirit of heaven is entered
mto him. And therefore all that our Lord
hath said of denying and dying to self, and |
of his parting with all that he hath, are prac-
tices absolutely necessary from the nature of
the thing. |

Because all turning to self, is so far turn-
g from God, and so much as we have of
self-love, so much we have of a hellish.
earthly weight, that must be taken off, or
there can be no ascension into heaven. But
thou wilt perhaps say, if all self-iove is to
be renounced, then all love of our neighh»ur
1s renounced along with it, because the cum-
mandment 1s, only to love our neighbour as
ourselves. The answer here is easy, and yet
no quarter given to sclf-iove. 'I'here is but
cu:e only love in heaven, and yet the angels
of God love one another in the saine manner
as they love themselves. ‘The matter is thus;
the one supreme, unchangeable rule of love,
which is a law to all intelligent beings of all
worlds, and will be a law to all eternity, is
this, viz. that God alonc is to be loved for
himseif, and all other beings only in Him,
and for Him. Whatever intelligent creature
lives not under this rule of love, 1s so far
callen from the order of his creation, and 1s,
" till ke returns to this eternal law of love, an
apostate from God, and incapable of the king-
dom of heaven.
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Now if God. alone is to be loved for him-
self, then no creature is to be loved for itself;
and so all sclf-love in every creature is abso-
lutely condemned.

And if all created beings are only to be
loved in and for God, then my neighbour is
to be loved as I love myself, and 1 am only
to love myself; as 1 love my nelghbour, or
any other created being, that is, only in and .
for God. And thus the command of loving
our neighbour -asAourselves, stands firm, and
yet all self-love is plucked up by the roots.
But what is lovmg any creature, only in, and

| ffor God? Itis when we love it only, as it is.

od’s work, image, and delight; when we
love it merely as it is God’s, and belongs to
Him, this is loving it in God, and when all
that we wish, intend, or do to it, is done from
a love of God, for the honour of God, and in
conformity to the will of God, this isloying
it for God. This is the one love, that is, and
must be the spirit of all creatures, that live
united to God. Now this is no speculative
refinement, or fine-spun fiction of the brain,
but the slmple truth, a first law of nature,
and a necessary band of union between God
and the creacure. The creature is n%x‘:
God, is a stranger to Him, has lost the'fi
of God in itself, whenever its love does not
thus begin and end in God.

The loss of this love was the fall of man,
as it opened in him a kingdom of self, in
which Satan, the world, and the flesh, could
all of them bring forth their own works. If

K .
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therefore man is to rise from his f&ll, and re-
turn to Lis life in God, thcre is 2n absolute
necessity that self, with all his brood of gross
affections, be deposed, that this first love, in
and for which he was created, may be bom
again in him. Christ came into the world
to save sinners, to destroy the works of the
devil. Now se¢lf is not only the seat and
‘habitation, but the very life of sin. The
works of the devil are 2ll wrought in self, it
is -his peculiar workhouse, and- therefore
Chmst is not cowne as a Saviour from sm, as
" a destroyer of the works of the devil in any
of us, but so far as self 1s beaten down, an
overcome in us. [If it is terally true what |
our Lord said; that his kingdors was not of
this world, then it 1s a truth-of the same cer-
tainty, that no one is a membey of this king-
dom, but he that, in the litera! sense of the
- words, renounces the spirit o this world.
Christians might as well part with half the
articles of their creed, or but half belicve
- them, as to really refuse, or but by halves
enter into these seif-denials.
For all that is in the Creed, is only to bring
forth, this dying and death to all, and every
pdlPof the old man, that the life and Spirit
“of €hrist may be formed in us.
~ @ur redemeption is this new birth; if this
‘is not done, or doing in us, we are still un-
redeemcd. And though the Saviour of the
world is ccme, he is not come in us, he is
not received by us, is a stranger to us, is not
'ours; if his life is not within us. His life is
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not, cannot be within us, but so far as the
spirit of the world, self-love, self-esteem. and
self-seeking are renouiced, and driven out

of us.
Thirdly. hence we may also learn the true

nature and worth of all seii-denials and mor-
tifications. As to their nature, considered
in themselves, they have nothing of goodness
or holiness, nor are any real parts of ocug
sanctification, they are not the true food or
nourishment of the divine life in our souls,
tht:y have no quickening, sanctlfymg power
in them; their only worth consists in this,
at they remove the unpedlments of holi-
s, break down that which stands between
"God and us, and make way for the quicken-
ing, sanctifying Spirit of God to operate on
our souls. Which operation of God is the
onc only thing that can raise the divine hife
in the soul, or heip it to the smallest degree
of real holiness, or spiritual life. As in our
creation, we had only that degree of a divine
itfe, which the power of God derived into
us; as then all that we had, and were, was
the sole operation of God in the creation of
us, so in our redemption, or regaining that
first perfection, which we have lost, JSREE-.
be again the operation of God, every Vgl
of the divine life restored in us, bei :
small, must and can be nothing else S
much of the life and opeiation of God fouﬂd
again in the soul. All the activity of man in
the works-of self-denial, has no good in it-

self, but is only to open an entrancé for the

L
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one only good, the light of God, to operate
“‘upon us.
, Hence also we may learn the reasen, why
?nany people not only lose the benefit, but
are even the worse for all their mortifications.
It is because they mistake the whole nature
and worth of them. They practise them for
their own sakes, as things good in them-
selves,- they think them to be real parts of
holiness, and se rest in them, and look no
farther, but grow full of self-esteem, and self-
admiration for their own progress in them.
“This makes them self-sufficient, morose, $e-
‘vere judges of all those that fall short of theigg
mortifications. | | E.
Ang thus their self-denials do only that for
them, which indulgences do for other peo-
ple; they withstand and hinder the operation
‘of God upon their souis, and instead of being
really self-denials, they strengthen and keep
up the kingdom of self. |
There 1s no avoiding this fatal error, but
by deeply entering into this great truth, that
all our own activity and working has no good
in it, can do no good to us, but as it leads
ndstarns us in the best manner to the light
s irit of God, which alone brings life
@PFSalvation into the soul. ¢ Stretch forth
hy ‘#ind,” caid cur Lord to the man that
hal a withered hand; he did se, and ¢ it
was immediately made whole as the other.”?
Now, had this man any ground for pride,
or a high opinion of himself, for the share he
had ia the restering of his hand? Yet just
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such is our share in the raising up of the spi-
ritual life within us. All that we ean do by '2
our own activity, is only like this man’s |
stretching out his hand ; the rest is the work -
of Christ, the only giver of life to the wither-
ed hand, or the dead soul. We can only then
do living works, when we are so. far bprn
again, as to be able to say with the apostle,
“ Yet not I, but Christ that liveth in me.”
»  But to return, and further shew how the soul
that feels the call of God to repentance, is to
behave under it, that this stirring of the di-
vine power In the soul, may have its full ef-
fect, and bring forth the birth of the new man
"*m Chrxst Jesus. We are to consider it (as in
truth it is) as the seed of the divine nature
within us, that can only grow by its own
strength, and union with God. Itisadivine
life, and therefore can grow from nothing
but divine power. When the virgin Mary
conceived the birth of the holy Jesus, all -
that she did towards it perself, was only this -
“single-act of faith and resignation to God:
¢« Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be it
unto me according #p.thy word.”> This is
all that we can do towards the concepnon of
that new man that is to be born in ourselyes.
Now this truth is easily consented to, and a
man thinks he belteves it, because he con-
sents to it, or rather, does not deny it. .But
this is not enough, it is to be apprehended in
a deep, full, and practical assyrance, in such
a manner as a man knows and believes that
he dxd not create the stars, or cause lec to
K 2
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raise up in himself. And then it is a belief
‘that puts the soul into a right state, that
- makes room for the operation of God upon
it. His light then enters with full power
into the soul, and his Holy Spirit moves and
-- dlrects all that is done in it, and so man lives
.agam in God as a new creaiure. For this
truth thus firmly believed, will have these
- two most excellent effects : first, it wiil keep
“the soul fixed, and continually turned towards
God, in faith, prayer, desire, confidence, and
| resxgnatlon to Him, for all that it wants to
have done in it, and to it ; which wiil be a
“continual source of all dlvme virtues ani
~graces. The soul thus wrned to God, must -
- be always receiving from-Him. It stands at
- the true door of -all divine communications,
--and the light of God as freely enters into it, as
the light of the sun enters into the air. Se-
~.condly, it will ix and ground the soul in a
‘true and lasting self-denial. For by thus
knowing, and ownyg our own nothingness
. and Inability, that we have no other capacity
 for good, but that of receiving it from God
alone, :self is wholly dﬂled its - kmgdom 1S
. destroyed ; no room is-left for spiritual pride
-and self-esteem; we are saved from a phari-
salcal holiness, from wrong opinions of our
| . own works and -good deeds, and from a mul-
zitude of errors, ‘the most dangerous to our
“souls, -all which arise from the something
that-we take ourselves to be either in nature
| or-grace. - But when we once apprehend but
in some degree. the all of God, and the no-
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thingness- of ourselves, we have got a truth,
whose usefulness and benefit; no words cam

express. It brings a kind of infallibility into' |

the soul in which it dwells; ail that is vamn,
and false, and deceitful, is ‘forced to vanish |
~and fly before 1it. When cur religion i1s

%

founded ox this rock, it hzs the firmness of a

rock, and its height reaches unto heaven.

The world, the flesh; and the devil can do no

hurt to 1it; all enemies are known, and all -
disarmed- by this great truth, dwelling in our

souls. It is the knowledge of the all of God;

that makes cherubims and seraphims to- be

flames of divine love. For where this all of

Geod is truly known and felt in- any creature,

there its whole bpeath and -spirit is a fire of
love, nothing but a pure, disinterested love

can rise up in it, or come from it, a love that
_ begins and ends in God. And where this

love is born in any creature, there a seraphtc |
life is born along with it. «for this a“gure love -

introduces the creature into the of God,

all that 1s in God, is opened in the creature;

it is united with God, and hath the life of

God manifested 1i¥i¢.

~ There is but one salvation for all mankind,

~and that is the life of God in the soul.’ God
- has but one design or intent towards all man-

kind, and that is to introduce or gengrate his
own life, light, and Spirit in them, that all
may be as so-many images, temples, and ha.

bitations of the holy Trinity. This is God’s
- good will to all Christians, Jews, and Hea-

| .'thens-. They -are all equally she desire of *his
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heart, his light continually iwaits for an en-
trance 1uto all of them, his ‘¢ wisdom crieth,
she putteth forth her voice,’’ not here, or
there, but every where, in all the streets of
all the parts of the world.

Now there is but one possible way for man
to attain this salvauon, or life of God in the
soul. There 1s not one for the Jew, another
for a Christian, and a third for the Heathen.
No; God is one, human nature is one, salva-
tion is one, and the way to it is one; and
that 1s, the desire of the soul turned to God.
When this desire is alive, and breaks forth in
any creature under heaven, then the lost sheep
is found, and the shepherd hath it upon his
sheulders. Through -this desire the poor
prodigal son leaveth his husks and swine, and
hasteth to his father; it is because of this de-
sire that the father seeth the son while yet
afar off, that he runs out to meet him, falleth
on his neck, andkisseth him. See here how
plainly we are taught, that no sooner is this
desire arisen, and In motion towards God,
but the operation of God’s Spirit answers to
it, cherishes and welco ?s its first begin-
nings, sxgmﬁed ty the Father’s seeing, and
having compassion on his son, whilst yet afar
off,. that is, in the first beginnings of his de-
sire. Thus does this desire do all, it brings
the soul to God, and God into the soul, 1
unites with God, it co-operates with God,
and 1s onc life with God. Suppose this de-
sire not to ve alive, not In motion either in a
Jew or a Christjan, and then all the sacrifices,
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the service, the worship either of the law or:

the gospel, are but dead works, that bring noz
life into the soul, nor beget any union be-'
tween God and it. Suppose this desire to
be awakened, and fixed>upon God, though

in souls that never heard either of the law or

gospel, and then the divine life, or operation
of God enters into them, and the new birth

in Christ is formed in those, that never heard

of his name.  And these are they that shall

come from the east, and from the west, and

sit down with Abraham and Isaac in the -
kingdom of God.

Oh my God, just and good, how great is
thy love and mercy to mankind, that heaven
is thus every where open, and Christ thus the
common Saviour to all that turn the desire
of their hearts to titee! Oh sweet power of
the Bruiser of the serpent, born in every son
of man, chat stirs and works in every man,
and gives -every man a power, and desire, o
find his happiness in God! O holy Jesus,
heavenly light, that lighteth every man that
cometh into the world, that redeemeth every
soul that followeth thy light, which is always
within Him! O holy Trinity, immense oce>s
of divine love, in which all mankind live, and
move, and have their being! None are sepa-
rated from thee, none live out of thy love,
but all are embraced in the arms of thy mercy,
all are partakers of thy divine life, the opera-
tion of thy Holy Spirit, as soon as their heart
is turned to thee! Oh plain, and easy, and
simple way of salvation, wanting no subtilties

-
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of art or science, no borrowed learning, no
refinrcments of reason, but all done by tye
simple natural motion of everv heart, that
traly longs after God. For no sooner is the
finite desire of the caeature in motion towards
God, but the infinite™8esire of God is united
with it, it co-operates with it. And in this
united desire of God, and the creature, is the
salvation and life of the soul brought forth.
For the soul is shot out of God, and im-
prisaaed in its own @ark workings of flesh
~and blood, mcrdy and solely because it de-
sifes to hve to the vanity of this world. This
de-ire is its darkness, its death, its 1mprlson-
ment, and separation from God

‘When therefore the first spark of a desire
after God arises in thy soul, cherish it with
~all thy eare, give all thy heart into it, it is
nothing less than a touch of the divine load-
stone, that igto draw thee out of the vanity
of time, into the riches of eternity. Get up
therefore and follow it as gladly, as the wise
men of the east followed the star from heayen
that appeared to them. It will do for thee as
the star did for them ; it will lead thee to the
birth of Jesus, not in a stable at Bethlehem,
in Judea, but to the birth of Jesus, in the dark
centre of thy own fallen soul.

THE END.
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