
• 
.' . 
· 
• 

• 

'1 
.~ 
.' 

• 

• 

• • 
t' 

A 

Concerning the 

o 
THE 

AND THE 

OFT H E 
• • 

• 

• 
"-.1 ~ 

, "- j , 

• 

, 7 

, 
• 

tall eve alton. 

• 

fn Anfwer to Mr Hohbs, Spina~:t, the AI/thor of the Oracles of 
Re,.:fan, and orher Deniers of N-trural and Revealed 
Religion. 

Being fixreen S E R M ON S Preach'd at the Cathedral· Church 
ot St P.tul, in the Years 1704 and 110), at rhe Letture 
Founded by the Honourable R 0 [; ERr BOT L E Erg; 

_ .. _------------.-----------------------. 
By 

• 

SAMUEL CLARKE, D. D. 
of St .'Tames's TfTejlmznjle r. 

7 n ' 7 7 

The FiJtb Ec!itioll, Co rrcEfed. 

Rector 

• 
. 

, . , 
, 
• 

To which are added "-

Several LE TT ERS to Dr CLARKE from~a 

. 

• 

Gentleman in Glocefierjhire, relatjng to the -
firfl: Volume; with the Drs A .NS1Y ERS . 

. , - • £ nOt 

London, Prinred by W. B?th:lm; for JA.'I1ES KNAPTON, 
at the Crown in St I" :till'S Church- Y .lrd. 17 '9 . 

. • 7 ' , 

• =' 7 Sa_ 

. 

. 

• 



• • r ., 

, • -:=, ,. --
= Ott, tt ,,000

-

• 
. , 

A 

DE ST'R-TION 
o F THE 

and Attributes 
OF 

o 

More Particularly in An[wer to 

Mr HOB B S, S P 1 0 Z A, 
And their Followers: 

V,-herein the Notion of LIB E R TT is Statd, 
and the Poilihility and Certainty of it Pro
ved, in Oppofitian to KecejJity and Rite. 

Being the Subftance of Eight S E R M 0 N S 
Prcach'd at the Cathe(lral-Church of St P.11I1, 
in the Year 17C4, at the LeCture Founded by 
the Honourable RO BERT B 0 TLE E[q; 

, 

By SA It.f U E L C LA R K E, D. D. ReCtor 
of St 'James's 7Yejf11li11Jler. 
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Tbe Fifth Edition, CorreDed. 
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R. lm· 1. :;:0 For the In-vi/il)/e things of Him from fbe Crea
ti71z of the World are cie.lIly {cen, being under/lood by tbe 

tbing; tiMe are m.tie; even hi" Ete"nat PO'tj.'er .. nd God· 
/;':,ld: So tb.lt tbey are wiebo!d e:r.cll/e, 

Lr,lldon; Primed b~. W. BotiJ.:m, for JA,HE.'> KNAPTON, 
at the Cran>!1 in :it P..luL's Church '( aJ, 1719. 

-' --------~---... ----,-.-.. ,-.. ------~" ... 
'Zi eo - . 

''''" 7 
- --, 

, I' , 

• 
• • 



; 
• ,. 
" , , 
• , 

, 
• 

TOT HE 

Mof1 Reverend Father in God 

Lord Archbifhop of Canterhury, 
and Prilnate of all England : 

Sir .HE RY ASH VRST, 
Baronet; 

Sir OR ROTHERAlVL 
Knight, Serjeant at Law; 

o H EVE L I , Efquire ; 

Truftees appointed by the Ho
nourable ROBERT BOYLE, 
Efquire. 

• 

This Difcourfe is humblr Dedi
cated. 

-
A 3 

• 

• 



• 

, 

• 

• 

" 
, 

• • , 
. _. --_.----------------------. 

THE 

--

Here being already publi ed 
many and good Books, to 

pro'Ve the Being and Attributes a 
God; I ha'Ve cho en to contraltj) 

Campa s; and to expre s 7:vhat I 
had to a er, in as ew (fiords, as 
I could 7:vith Per picuitJ..o For 
which Rea on I ha'Ve efti a can -
ned rny e~f to One only ethod or 
t:ontinued Thread a Arguing,rvhich 
I ha'Ve endea'Voured oztld be as 
near to Mathematical as the Nature 
a uch a Di cattr e (conld allow: 
O,nitting ome other Aiguments9 
zvhich I could not di cern to f'e 0 

A 4 e'1)itlent~y 



The Preface: 
evidently conclu t'Ve: Beca'1 e it 
e§!!~s not to be at any time or the 

re,'ll Ad~vantage 0 Truth, to u e 
.Arguments in its hehal ounded 
on~y on uch- Hypothefis, as the 
Ad(7Jer -aries apprehe1fd they can-
11et te compelled. to grant. Tet 1 
ha'"'Je not mat/e 11 my Bu tnt s, to 
oppo e any 0.. th(J e Arguments; 
hecau e J think it is not the be way 
or anyone to recommend his (Jwn 

Per orman£:e fry endeavouring to 
di co'Ver the Imper eaions 0 Others 
who are enl. aged in the ame Deflgn 
zlJith him -e/, 0 Promoting ih£! 
Intere 0 true Religion and Vir
tue. But e'Very an ought to u e 
uch Arguments only, as appear to 

HiTn to be clear and jlron(, and 

they truly prove the Conclu ton. 
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HE Introdlcflion, C01tcenzi11g the CallJes of 
AtheiJm. Page I 

, PRO P. I. That Something has exiftei from 
" Eternity. 9 

• Of the DijJiclIlty if Conceiving Eternity. 10 

" 

, That DijJicttZties of ApP7'ebcl1}i01t 011 the one 
: ]ide, ought not to be oppoJed to evident De-
.' mo1tflration on the other: As in mlr Con-
,I ceptioirs of Eter11ity, 111ji1tity, of the Di-

"\ vifibility of ~lmltity, &.C. ihid. 
" , , 
: ~. 

'rrop. II. That tJlere has exifted from Eternity 
~: fome one Immutable and Independent Be-

o 

]ng. 12 

• 

.. Of tbe Abfolilte ImpoJlibility of a1t Eter1fal 
: Suc:ceJli01z of Dependent Beil1g.r, exijli1·,g 
~. 1J-oitbollt mzy Origil1al Independent CauJe at 
i till. J 3 . , 
" ", 
~i ' ,--
.Prop. III. That That Immutable and Illdepen-
,': (lent Being, which has exifted from Eter-
.,{ . 
1 nl~ 
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l1ity, without any External Caufe of its Ex
iftence; rnuft be-Se1f-Exiftent; that is, Ne
cdTarily-Exifting. p~ I') 

Of the true IdeCt"ofSelf-Exi.flenee: That it 
is the Idea of a Being, tbe Sllppojitio1l of 
whole Non-Exifience is an expreJs C01ttra
diEliOlI. ibid. 

Tbat every Man may be more certain of the Be
ing of a Supreme I11dependent Callfe, tba1l 
he can be of any thi11g elft befides his own 
E:-iifiel1ce. 19 

OftbeIdeaofGod,illdlldingSelf-Ex ifience. 20 

l1Ntt tbe Material World cannot pojJibly be the 
Fir./l, Original and Independent Bei1tg. 22 

Tile Form of the lrorld, not NeeeJJary. 23 
l\Ior it.~ Motion. 24 
Air Toland's penziciolts Opinion, of Motion 

~eil1g e g:e'iti,11 to Matter, confuted. ibid. 
TbeMatter of tbdYorld not NeceJJarily-exifi-

• mg. 2') 
A C01rjut.1tic)1t oJSpinoza's Opinion COllcern-

ing one only Subfiance. 26 
Concerning the Eternity of the TYol'ld; Aud 

tbat the-Opinion of the befi Alltiellt PbiloJo
pbers in tbat M1tter,. did ?tot at all favour 
t be Semiments of oltr Modern Atheifis 30 

Pf()p. rv. -What the Suhfl:ance or Effence of 
that Being, which is-Self-Exifl:ent or Ne
ceffarily-ExiH:ing) is; we have no Idea, 
neither is it at all poiIible for us to com-
prehend it. 38 

Of Infinite Splree. 40 
Uf the 17anity of explai11il1g tbi11gS by fllcb 
School-Terms, ,15 bave rcaUj no Signification 

at all. 4- [ 
Prop . 
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The Contents. 
·Prop. V. That though the Subftance or Ef

fence of the Self-Exiftent Being, is it relf 
abfolutely in~omprehenfible to us: Yet 
many of the Eifential Attributes of his Na 
ture are fi:riCl:ly Demonitrable, as well as 
his Exiftence. As in the Firfl Place, that 

. He mui! of Neceffity be Eternal. ibid. 

Of the manner of 01lr CO?lceivil1g tbe .Eternity 
of God, witb nJpcEl to Succeilion. 4 2 , 43 

, . 

Prop. VI. ThLJ.t the Self-Exiftent Being, muft 
ofNeceffity be Infinite and Omniprefent~ 

44 

Of the Simplicity, Unr:hangeablene[s, Incor-
1"1tptibility, &c. of his Natnre. 46 

Of the manner oIoltr C01Zcei7Jil1g the I11l11le11jity 
of God. 47 

• 

Prop. VII. That the Se1f-Exiftent Being, muft 
of Neceffity be but One. 48 

• 

Of the BleJJed Trinity. . ibid. 
Of the .A.bJolllte [mpo.fjibility of two different 

Self-Exijleut Independent Principles, filch 
as God amI Matter. . 49 

The Errol' ojSpinoza, concerning One Uni-
form Sllbflance. . ibid. 

Prop. VIEI. That the Self-Exifrent and Ori2'i
nal. C~.uf.~ of all things, muft be an InteUi
gent Being. 5 I 

Tbis, the main ~lefli01t betwec,z ns and tbe A-
theijts ibid . 

. Not eaJily prlJved a prio~i. ') 2 

Eut 



The Contents: 
Bm ae11lolljlrllbly provea a pofteriori,Jrom tbe: 

-"r,uiety mId Degrees ofPe;feElio1l hz Thi1tgs, 
and tbe Order of Callfts and Efflllls. ibid. 

From tbe 111telligfJ11ce that Created Bei,zgs are 
c011f~/redly endued witb. 5'4 

Tbeft? if Intelligence be a real dijli?rB il!.lality 
or Pe,feElion; and not a mere EffeB or Com
pofitioll ofUnhtteZligent Figure and Motion; 
tben Beil1J!.s indued witb Intelligence, callne
'ver po/fibly bave arift1! purely out of that 
,vbicb it Jelf bad 110 fllcb Pe,feEliol1. 5' ') 

That Intelligence is Jucb a real dijli1tB PerfeBi
OIL ; aud not P oJlib Ie to be a mere Effect or 
Compofition of Unintelligent Figllre amI Mo-

• 
tzon. 5'7 

fijr Hobbsfon;ed to recur to tbat prodigiOltjly 
abJurd Opi11ioll, that all Matter as iVlatter, 
is eudlled with 1 hought. '59 

Tbe PropoJitio1t dcm01ijlrated furtber, fro m the 
Be.mty, Order, and Final CaZlfts ofThillgs. 

ibid. 
From the Original of Motion. 6 I 
1 b,rt tbe MateriallYorld ca1t'Jtot pojJibly bave 

been Self-Exiflent. 63 

Prop, IX. Ibat the Self-exiftent and Original 
Caufe of all 'l'hlngs, is not a Neceffary A
gent, but aBeingindued with Liberty and 
Choice. 64 

This PropoJitio1t.r NecelJary ConJeqllent of thu 
foregoing.' ibid. 

PI"o7Jed furt! er, from the Arbitrary DiJpoji
tiou of tbil1gS in the lrorld; with a f1,[l A1t
Jmcr to Spinnza's Argummts for the It.:e-

('.oity of all Tbings. 6 ') 
A.'J'D flom Find CallJes. 71 

AmI 
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• 

'And from the Finite1tefs of Created Beings. 7'2 
Andfro11Z the 1m ojJibility of an 11ljil1ite SIle-

r cejJio1t of Call es. ibid. 
'~ Tbat Liberty is not in it flif Mt impoffible and 

· . contradictory Notion. 74-
• 

• 

Prop. X. That the Self-Exiftent Being, the 
.' Supreme Caufe of all Things, muf1: of Ne-

ceility have Infinite Power. T .. ~ 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

Of 'Working f:ontradictions, and }o/atural or 
Moral Evils. 78 

Of the Power of Creating Matter. 79 
Of tbe Power of Creati?lg immaterial Cogita· 

tive SlIbjfallces, and tboft indued witb Liber
ty of~Yill or Cboice. 80 

· Of tbe Immateriality of Humane SOllZS. 84 
That the Power of Perception is not cOl1ji1ied 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

to Bodily Senfts. 8') 
Of the Poj]ibility of c0117111I11zicati?lg to a Crea

tJlre tbe Power of begi111zing Motion. 87 
Of the Po.lfibility of indning a Creature with 

Freedom of Will. 90 
An A?tJwer to Sp illoza' sand Mr Hob bs' sAr

glmzents againjf tbe PojJibility of Liberty. 92 
Tbat tbere mlljf be Jomewbere .l Begill1lii.'g of 

Operation. ibid. 
That Thinking al1d Trilling, neither are, 110r 

can poffibly be, ~ralities or Affections of 
Matter. 9; 

Tbat, filPpojing they were Affections of A1.1t
ler, yet even tbat 1110jf abJ'lIrd SlIppojition 
"Would not at all affect tbe fi.uejfio1l abo lit 
the PoJlibiZity of Liverty. IO ( 

Ajhame/ill Fallacy of Mr Hobbs and hi; Fol
lowers arglling; wllo, when tbey wOidd prove 
the Soul to le mere Matter. the'Jl the), fitp

fJo/~ 
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T'he Contents. 
poJe il'Iatter to be a SubJhmce capable, 1101 
0111y of FiprFe L111d M'Jtion, but alfo of otbt') 
1111k1101V11 Properties: And 1I:beu tbey w01rld 
prolle the TFill a1ld all other Op.eratiol1S of 
tbe SOliZ to be JI.~ece ./fary, then they delJe jf 
l1f"ltter of .zll its Unknow11 Propertie.l, and 
7JIa7~e it M erc Solidity iudllcd o11ly wit h Fi
gure aud lliotio1Z again. Ie 2 

Oftbe J:,lcc~{!ity of the 7Fill's bcillg dcteniti
?led by the lajl yudgme71t oftbe UlldeJjLmd-
• 

mg. 104 
Of the Cerial7lty of Di7,iuc }ore-kl1owledge,71ot 

rrpugi;m:t to tbe Liberty of Mem AEti-
011S. 

Of tbe Origiual of Evil. 
lc6 
III 

Prop. XI. That the Supreme Caufe and Au
thor of all Things, muft of:Keceifity be In
fInitely ",Vire. I I 3 

PF07.''!d a Priori. ibid. 
A}:d a Pofteriori, from tbe WiJdo11l and Per

j'taiOft of the lYorks of God, evidenced more 
i 11llfiriollJly in the late DiJco7Jelies in A/lJ'o
?lomy and .LYatllral Philtifopby. I I ') 

Prpp. XII. 7b.1t the Supreme Caufe and Au
thor of an Things, muft of Nec:effity be a 
Being of Infinite Goodne[s, J uftice and 
Truth, and all other Aloral Perfections; 
filCh as become the Su preme Governour and 
Judge of the World. II 9 

OfPrfJvideuce. i23 

The JI."'ec~!Jity of Gar, Moral Attributes, C011-

jijle'lt with ['ofdi Liberty. 124 
O'j"tlJe lYecelfitv orGad's doing always1J.'bat is 

, - 'J Befl 
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Be jl and Fittejl in tbe whole. J. 27 

of the 111lpoj]ibility ofbis doing Evil. 128 

i T})at Liberty is not in it felf an ImpelfeEJio,)17 
! bllt a Pe,feaion. 129 

.:: Tlhlt tbe highefl moral Perfection of Rational 
. Crcatzeres, does not exclude Natural Liber-

~. 130 
., Th.tt the Grounds of all Moral Obligatio?fs 

.are Eternal and Nece.fJal~v, ai/d depend '}1'Jt 

on any Laws. 13 E 

The Conc1u-fion . 
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...... f the Second \lolutne. 

H E Introclufrion. p.rg. I 
Of tbe ft'uen'll Sorts of Deiits. 13 

The ftrfi Sort of Deifts; And of Providence. 
IS' 

Humane Ajf:1irs, ?tot bC1tf1atb tbe regard of 
Providence. I 9 

The fecond Sort -ofDeifts. 2 I 

Profaue and debauched Deijls, not capable 9f 
being arg1led with. 22 

Ihe third Sort ofDeifts. 2) 

The fourth Sort ofDeifts. 27 
That there is 110W no conjifient Scbeme ofDeifm 

in the lYorlJ. :3 I 

Prop. I. Thot from the Eternal and Ne~ 
ceifary Differences of Things, there 
naturally and neceffarily al'ife certain 
Moral Obligations, \vhich are of thcm
felves incumbent on all Rational Crea-

tures, 



The Contents. 
tures rrntccedcnt to:111 pofitive Infiitu
tioo?' and to all Expet1:ation of Re~ 

j ward or Puniilimcnr. 35 
" • 

• 

That tbere arc eternal and neceIr:rry Diffe-
rences ofTbings. 36 

The abJlIl'dity of tboft who den)' the eternal 
and 1teceg:rry Diff~rell,."es of Thillgs 39 

Al1 Aujivei- to the Objection d,..zwll froi~l the 
Variety of the Opinions of le"1rlled il1"e1T, 
aud tbe Laws of different IVations, concer
ning Right and "\V rong. 44 

Tbat the Will of God a17v'J)'S determines it 
felf to aEl acording to the eternal Reafon 
of Thing3. 47 

That all Rational Creatures are obliged to 
govern tbemJelves in all their AElions, by 
the Jame eternal Rule of ReaJon. 48 

Provedfrom tbe Original Nature of Things. 
)U 

And from tbe Senfe, that all eVCn ll:icl.:.ed Afen 
1l1ta7loidably have, of tbeir beil1g 11 l1der Jilcb 
an Obligation. 5' 2 

And from rhe J uc.1gmcnt of Mens Confcicn-
ces, llpon theil' Own paft A[tzu1IS. ') 4-

Of that llatural Knowledge, wbicb Plato 
tbOllgbt to be Rcminifcel1L'c. ') ') 

The lJlojl profligate of JI-fen, ?lot lItterly i1:j;lI
fible o/the DiffereniC of Good and 1:. .. ·il. '5-' 

.il1e1~s natural follft of derna 1 }.oloral Obliga
tlons, pr07}ed flll'tber from tbe J udgmcn t 
tbey all p.1J.~ upon tbe A[fiom Ilf Others. ') t) 

An Al1jiver to the O/Jje[ti .. m dr,11P71 from the 
(b) totai 
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tntal Ignorance of Come 113rbarous Nati
ons iu :l[.ltten of l\{oralit:T • 62 

Of t Tv priuc:il'.d ilIo)'.1l Oblig.ltiolIS in l1arti-
cub!". ,,~ 

Of Pic-t:~, 01" 111:-11.; Dllt.>, t01l',mls God. 6+ 
(f Rightc(,ui'nci\ or tb,; D1lty of il:1CIl oue 

ton"l;'d~ .motz,cr, (.7 
Of jUlt:ce .m.! EquitT. ibid. 
Or llJ:it'O/rI 1Jllltll,1Z Benevolence. 72 
Of SobrictT, or lHem Duty towarJ.~ tbem-

f:hes: Aud of tbe Unbwfulneis of Self
~rurder. 76 

Th· L"i11' of J.Y,ltlll"t" eternal, univerfal, mtd 
,r!JaIZltdy unchangeable. 82 

Et(J"Jhll 1!l'ir.rl Oblig.!ticm, Antecedent, in 
I me !"tIpec:, n'el! to tbis c0l1jiderati07t, of 
tbeir in·jug tbe 'Will or Command cf God 
himfdf. E56 

T.e Lnv of J.Y .. lturc obligatory, Antecedent 
to all eOlrjicler.:ztio7Z Ofp.ll"tiod.T,. Rewards 
and PLll1ilhments, 89 

l~,t it dot'; 1[ot from bel;ec ,It dlf'JZZcw, either 
t I.'.rt ,1 good iH.:z1t 01/,~ bt to b.r:'e 1tO refpect 
[.J Rt!lP.7r.::\ mtd PU1lij;:'mel1ts, 0;' that Re
i":'.:}".!,. .m.1. PZl7iiif.,me,,;·s arc nut alIollltely 
7:," t~f!i)' to mai;ltain tbe P,':lctiL'e of V'irtlle 
i,' C,.;·; ?ro'ji;:t Jrol"ld. 92 

y:,". n:.1;;ifold Ab JlIrditie) c;f:'-Ir Hob bs 's Dor;
tl i;:c') [owfntillg tbe Original of Right, 
f':y;n: hI p:zrtiotl,l1', 96 

Prop. II. Ti~',lt t!1E C~:n~ Eternal 1\/fonl 
O:Jligarior.s, wbi·~t1 2rife necdErily 
fwm the natural Dl iT.::rences of r!lings ; 

ar~ 
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are moreover the exprefs Will, 
mmd, and L1W of God to all 
nat Creature~. 

Com~ 
• ratlo-
Il~ 

Prolled from the C01tjideratioll of the Divine 
Attributes. 1 14 

Al1d from the COl1jideratioll of the Nature of 
God's Creation. 1 19 

And from the Tendency of the pr,1ctife of 
Morality, to the Good and. Happinefs of 
the wbole Worl.d. 12 i 

Prop. III. That the fame eternal Moral' 
Obligation~. which are of themfelves 
incumbent indeed on all rational Crea
tures, antecedent to any refpeCl: of par
ticular Reward or Punifhment; muft 
yet certainly and neceffarily be attend
ed with Rewards and Puniihments .. 

124 

Proved from the Attributes of God. 12) 
And from the Neceility tbere is, that tbere 

floZlld be fome Vindication of the Honour 
of Gods Lawti and Government. 126 

Prop. IV. That, beC'aufe thefe Rewards 
and Punifhment:s are not difl:ributed 
in the pre[ent State, therefore there 

(b 2) muft 



The Contents. 
mull of N ecefiity be a future Stat~. 

128 

T/;,rt .rcconlillj( to t be Original Confti t u tiOl1 
of tbil1!!,s, 'Virtue al1d Vice are attended 
,vitb natural Re'wards and Puniihments. 

130 
BlIt that 110W iu thisprefollt 1fTorlJ, the 1Iatll

r,rl Order of tbil1gs i,; fo perverted, tb.rt 
Vice often jlollJ'ijbes in JZ,reat pro Jperity, a7ld 
Virilte falls lluder tbe gJ."eatcfl c.r/amities of 
L~fe. 13 2 

Tb.lt tbel'~f(}re tbere 11171Jll1eeds be a Future 
Sta te ()f Rewards and Pllniihmen ts. 1:3 ') 

OJ tbe Stoical Ol'illio1l cOl1cerllil1g tbe Sclf
filfficiency of Virtue to its own Happi
neis. 136 

r,"o7il whence the cert.1inty of a Future State 
i ~ again couell/ded. I:: 9 

Jrby tbe Wifdom of Goel is not fa clearly (ll1d 
pI,zinl) Jan in bis GOVf!r1t1Jlel1t of the Mo
ral, as in tbe F.rbrich of tbe :f..'atl£7"al 
,YorleL 14f 

or tbe Immortality of the Soul, (md tbe ?l;l-

tur,t/ P"oof~ 71Je have of it. 143 
11)e l1atllral credibility of tbe Souls beil1g im

mort,d, of great Ute to the wifeI' H~atb(1Zs. 
. 148 

'l7JC AI'~ 71meut for a Future State, drawn fi om 
LJtJ em na tural De:lire of Immortali ty. I ') I 

Anotber, drawl1 from 1I1em Confcience or 
J udgmen t of their o\\'n Actions. 1 ') 2 

A710t Ix)" , drmv71 fi'om Ma11s bei1lg by ?1ature 
an Accountable Creature, ibid. 

Prop. V. 
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Prop. V. That though the necdTity ~lI11 

indifpenfablenefs of ::111 the grc1t 2nd 
moral Obligations of N2tur;.d Religion, 
and aifo the cert::Jinty of a Future St2L 
of Rewards 2nd Puni!hments, be in 
general deducible fro111 right Reafan ; 
Yet fuch is the prefent corrupt Eftatc 
and Condition of Mankind in the 
World, that very few are able, in rc;;-
1 ity and effeCt, to difcover thefe things 
clearly and plainly for themfelves; 
but Men have great need of particu
hr Teaching, and m~ch InfiruCl:ion. 

154 

.lvIrn hindered from dTfco"Veri11g cmd zmdcr
jf,l71di71g reliJ!,io71S Trutbs, /)y Carclcffi1cis 
cmd W~nt of Attention. , ')-; 

Aud by early Prejudices and Falfe No-
• 

tlOllS. 1 (7 
And by SellfuaZ Appetites, Paiilolls, md 

'Worldly Bnfinefs. I)"8 

AlTd above all, /;y vitious Habits anel Prac-
tifes. I ': ::: 

lrlJCrejore J,: ('Il bave gre,1t need to lil~ 
Taught ann Infirucrcd in matters of Re
ligion. :;: i: 2 

Tbe great Vfe and l\~cc~!Jity of an Order of 
Preachers. 1 t: ') 

lD r. ro~. ~Tr 
.. .1. TiJat all the 

" ) 
Teaching awl 

Infhuc1iun 
; .L. • 

\.J 3 

• 
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Infhu.:1ion of the beft: Heathen Phi
loCorhcfs, W.lS for 111111)' Rcafons ut

tcrhr inCut11cient to reform l\1ankind 
J 

166 

Tb.1t tben b:Zi'C bee1T iil the Heathen 
\,~ odd, fame c.\·cdhi1t Teachers of iVfor2.
lit)·. 16 7 

lrho Icc'1it to b:'li-,e be,,, dtJigl1ed by Pro7 J7-
dc'1~ce, to he.ll" rritJtf'f, .1g.1i'1jl the 7l:ick
ed;;tJs c}' th· lY.ltio7ti wlxni1C tbey livcd. 

J68 
E ut Jet '10;tt~ of tb~:fe ;lIcu wen f,'C r abE e 

to re[-'Y7!l tb.: Jrorld with a71y c07rjider,1! le 
S:r(~e (S. I7e: 

BeC1l1Jf'thry h.1\'C bee)! but very Fc-w, tbat 
h.l'i:e in t:tn;efl fit tbemftlves about tb.lt 
(xrtllo!t 11'ork. 173 

And tbole Fe-w, n;'f!re entirely ignorant of 
Jo,,:e Ddlrii1es dJolllte!y 1le(~/Ia,.y to tbe 
bringing a-!'C>1tt tb.rt gre,rt Eiid. 170 

P.1i'ticul.1i-Iy, tbey r;",rc ig;;(}r,mt, in n,b.rt l'vlan
ner GJd T/-,ill be ar.;ceptably n'oljlJipped. 178 

A;:,! i;; ;:,b.lt .Method God wOltld be reconci-
Id to ret,vning Sinners. 181 

And otb?r Doctriues ab Jolutely 1lfc~lIary to 
rho' [..wze end, they were vcry doubtful and 
lllicertain abo lit. 183 

And thofe tbillg~ which they were certain of, 
yet t b'!y were 1Wt alAe to prove .-md explain 
clearly anci.rliftincrly enough. r88 

Ad thnfe thh;gs 'fI,'bi(;b they were able to 
F'Jveancl explain clearly and diftindly 

ellough 
~ 
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enough, Jet they badllotflljjicicnt Auth(j
rity to iuforce in Pnu:tije. 193 

• 

, Prop. VII. Tbat there W:1S plainly \\Tant-
ina;l Divine Revelation, to recover 

1:) 

. IVhnkind out of their uni':crf:llly ~e-
~enerate Efl1te: And th:1t both the 
" 
N eceffiries of 1\ICll, :mo their Nltu-
ral Notions of God, gave 1h"':111 r,~l
fonable ground to hope for kcb a Reve
lation. 197 

A divine Revelation wry necefI'ary fo!' the 
rCeDi:';"y ·?f Mal1k.ind. J 98 

T/;,lt it lV,1S agreeable to tbe dictates of Nature 
and right ReauJ11, to expect or bope forfilcb 
a divine Revelation. 201 

The 10lre,1Jollablenef, of Made,.,z Deifi:s, i1l 
denying tbc "\\"ant a11dUfe ofa R;:7.!cl .. rti01!. 

'207 
Tbe great NeceHity crud Ufe of Divine Re-

velation. ?C9 

Yet God 11':lS ?lot abJolutely Obliged, to afford 
]'.len the belp of Jueh a Re1Jeliltiol1. 2 q. 

lJTant oJUnivcrfality, 110 j'ujjidellt Objection 
againJl tbe Tnltb of a Revelation. 2 I j 

Prop. VIII. That th2re is no other Re
ligion now in the \;\70rld, but the 
Chrifrian, that h~s any jufr Pretenie 
or tokrable appertrance of Reafon to be 

b 4 ettecmed 
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cfh:cll1cJ fuch J Divintl Revelation 

::! 18 

or tz,~ n ra~l)rr:et:m Rtl:gion. :2 I 9 
Oftbc Je\\"il11 Rdig:cJI!. ibid. 

Pro~~. IX. T,\]: the Chrifii.m Religion 
Ius:.ll the l\brks ;lnd Proofs of its be
ing 2c1u.1l1r and truly 3. Di"lne Reve
Lnio:1, rh'1t anr Di ,·ine Revelation, 
fU?t'oGng it \vas true, could rea[o
I:2.bly be imJgined or defired~to have. 

Tj::: ::'Irarks 
God, 

zzo 

of a Rdigio't comiJ:g fro'1-lZ 
ibid. 

Pro;-. X. T/;,1t the PraB::ical Duties, 
which the Chrifiian Religion injoins, 
are all Cuch, as are moft agree3.ble to 
our nJ.tural Notions of God, and 
mofl: PErfective of the Nature and con· 
duci\r~ to the Happinefs and \Vell-being 
of !'.!en. . 222 

Pi o7.:cd in the Y1'<?FCd Ir.fi:ances of Duty.ibid. 
Thi" a gHat E:'zdt'i:ce of a Religion coming 

[ram God, 228" 

Prop. XI. 
• 

• 
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Prop- XI. T/~t7t the ~I?ti\'e~, by which 
- the Chrifhan RellglOn mforers the 
i Praaife of the Duties it in joyns, are 
4 fuch as are moa fuitable to the excel
., lent \Vifdom of God, and mofl: anf WE-

rable to the natur:ll ExpeCtations of 
1VIen. ~32 

Of tbe Acceptablenefs of true Repentance, 
a,~ a 1110tiue to Obedience. ibid. 

Of tbe Divine Ailiftance, as another Motive 
, to Obedience. 2,4 
Of the clear difcovery of future Rewards 

and Punifhments, as another Motive to 
Obedience. 2,6 

Prop_ XII. That the peculiar Manner 
and Cireuin[f:ances, with which the 
Chrifrian Religion injoyns the Duties, 
and urges the Motives before-mentio
ned; are exactly confonant to the Dic
tates of found Reafon, or the unpreju
diced Light of Nature ; and moa wifely 
perfective of ito ~ 3 9 

Proved, by particular Inftances. ibiJ. 
An Anfwer t9 the ObjeElio1Z drawn from tbe 

Divifions among Cbr~Jlia1!S. 24 r 

Prop. XIII. That all the Credenda, or 
" Doctrines, which the Chrifiian Reli-

• 

glOq 

, 
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gion requires our F:lrticular Alfcnt 
to; are agrec;}ble to unprejudiced Re:i
fl'D i hJ'-C (,'en r one of them a natunl 
Ten'Jeney ;Jnd C1ired Influence, to re
form .i\lens l\lanners; ;md do Together 
lTIJKe up the molt conuftent and ratio
nal Scheme of Bdief, in the 'VOrll~. 

~44 

Of tbtO One Supreme God. ibid. 
Of rllC Or.ly-beg'Jtten Son of God. 24'> 
Of tbe Hal)r Spirit. 247 
Of the Creaticl1 of tbe LTniverfe. ibid. 
Of the FOl1natiV/: of tbe Earth. 249 
Cf :te conti11T1al GO'i.'O";;?!iOtt ofPrcyidt'nce, 

Of ParacEfe, a1td tbe Lofs of it b)' Sill. 2)'::: 

Of the Flood. 253 
Of Gods J'f'i.'e.:tli

'
1g hiillfolf to tbe Patriarchs, 

and gii.'ii:,g tbe Law to tbe Jews. 25'4 
Of tb~ otbe! Pal'ticllbn of Script'ttre-hijlOl)' 

i;: t be Old Teftarr:ent. 2'j) 

Of Gods fencing his Son into tbe 1Yorld, for 
rbe Redemption of i'Vla11kimI. 2') 7 

Tb,1t it is mt lmreaJ01i.'lble to filp oJe God 
m.1ki11g a Re..-elatjon of his 'ViI to JV1e1t. 

25'9 
Th.:zt it is not unre.:1fonable to believe that God 

would appoint a Sacrifice or Expiation flJr 
Sin. ibid. 

Tb:zt it is not unre,2 JonabZe to belie1Je, that a 
Mediatour Jl;ould be appointed between God 
:zrzd Man. 26 I 

Of 
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Of tlJC Objection dr.11V1l from tbe Dignity of 

the Perfc)11, 1),bom we believe to be Ollr lHe:
di.lto)" aud Reda:mcr. 202 

Of the O!>jCCtiol1 dr.7wll from the: CbriJlial' Ri?
'veLltioullot beil1g in j:u;t Univcrfal. '2[; 9 

Of the other P.1rticlIIMS of Scriptllre- billo1 )', 

cOl1t,lilled in tbe New Teftament. 270 

Pf tbe Da2,r of Judgment, and Chrifi: the 
Judge. 273 

Oftbe R,:furreB:ion of the Body 274 
Of the ReIn,7"eaio1Z of tbe fame Body. 276 
Of the Eternal Hapl)inefs of the BltJJed, and 

tbe Eternal Punifhment of the Damned. 
279 

All the Articles of ollr BelirJ, agreeable to 
Right Reafon. 28~ 

Every oue of them bas a direct Tendency and 
pOTl1erful Influence to reform Mem :Nlan-

ners. '2 SJ. 
• 

A1ld All oftbcm Together, ?1I:rke IIp tbe mofl 
coniiftent al~d. rational Scheme of Belief 
in tbe 1Vorld. 10~ 

'" 

Prop. XIV. Tbat the Chriftian Rcvcb
tio? is pofi~i\·dy and direCtly prov~d 
to De rent to us from God, by the lVIira
des which our Saviour worked; b\r 
the fulfilling of the Prophecies; 3n-d 
by the Tefl:imony of the J\poHles 

29 2 

Of the Life :md CharaCter of our SayiOnf, 
Ci r 

• 

\. 



he Con te nts. 
as an Evidewe of tbe Truth of thl! Cbrifli
an RnJelatiou. 253 

Of tbe Miracles of Chrijl, as the Evidence 
of bis Divil1e Comm~Uioll. 294 

Of Miracles i1t general. :96 
Tbat in refpe8 of tbe Pon-°er of God, all tbm,v,.,> 

are alike eafy. ibid. 
That therefore Miracles o1tJ;bt not to be defi1!

, ed by any zbfo1ute DjfFiculty ht the ])la
tun of tbe t,billgs tbemJelves to be done.:: 97 

Irbctt degrees of Power God may bave C011t

m.llllicateJ to Created Beings, is not po.fJi
ble for Us to determine. ihid. 

That therefo1·e a Miracle is noL- rightly defin
ed to be fllcb an Effiil, !£is conid not b(7)(; 

been produced by any left Power than the 
Divme Opnipotcnce. 298 

';All thillgs tbat are aoue i1i tbe TYorld, Lrr(J dOlle 
either immed~ately byGod himfelf, or by 
qeated Intelligent Beings; Matter bei1lg 
capable of 110 Laws or Powers. And C01lfi
quel1tZy there i.~ properly Jpeaki1tg 710 fucb 
tbi1tg as the Courfe or Power of Nature. 

300 
Tbat tberefore a Miracle is ?wt rigbtly defin

ed, to be that wbicb is ag.lznjf tb(J Courfe 
of Nature or above the natural Powers 

• 

of Created Agents.' 30 f 
'The 1l1lreaJ01urUel1efs of tho fe, 1l!ho del1Y tbe 

Pofiibilityof Miracles in gellqal. 302 
Some Effdls prove the conftaIJ.t Provide~ce of 

God, and otbers pro7)e tbe occafional Inter
pofition eitberoJGodhimfelf, or of Jome 
Intelligent BeingSul'crior to iYlot 3C4 

!rbether fiu,h Inter}Jofi tion be tbe immecliate 
l~'ork of Goo, 'Jr of ]Omc Good Di' Ev i1 An

ael . :::, , 

, 
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gel; can ?ardly he dip,'overed merely by 
tbe Work zt Jelf 30') 

Tbat there is 110 reaJo1Z to JllPpOJe all the 
:Wonders worked by Evil Spirits, to be 
mere Delufions. 306 

How we are to dijii11g71ijh Miracles wrougbt 
by God for the proof of auy DoElril1e, 
from tbe Frauds of Evil Spirits. ibid. 

Tbe diff,;rence between tboJe wh'J teach th.!!; 
the immediate power of God is, or is 11ot, 
necclJarily reqllijite [0 the working of a Mi
rade; is not very great at bottom. :3 10 

The true Definition of a Miracle. 31 I: 
lbe Strengtb of tbe Evidence of ow' Saviours 

Miracles. ;; I 2 
Concerning tbe OljeElio1t, tbat we pJ"07~e ill .-z 

Circle the Miracles by the Doctrine, antl 
the Doctrine by tbe Miracles. ibid. 

Of tbe pretended Miracles of Apollonius 
and Otbers. 3 I ') 

Of the flllfdlillg the Prophecies, a.~ an E7;i
dena: of 0111' S1Viollrs Divine Co 11lmijJi011. 

3 17 
Of tbe Prophecies that went before, C01Z-

cenrillg the Mejjiab, ibid. 
Of the Prophecies that Chrift himfelf de

livered, c~mcerl1illg tbillgs tbat were to 
happen after. 320 

Of tbe Teftimony of ollr Saviollrs Difci
pIes, as em evidence of tbe Trzltb of the 
Chriflia1l Revelation. ~ 2 2 

7rbat tbi71gs are reqlliJite to 1Jlahe tbe Tejli-
?liO?'] of 0111' S.r'uiours DiJciples a complete 
Evzdence. ibid. 

Tbt tbt: Apoftles could nat he impofed 
urOll themfelves. ibid. -

Tb.1t 



he Con tents. 
Tbat they could have 1to dejign of im poling 

upml0thers. 324 
Tbar the Apoflles Tejli11l0;IY bas bem truly 

conveyed down to Us. ;: 27 
Of tbe Authority of tbe Books of Holy 

Scripture. :3 2 S 

Prop. XV. Tbat they who will not, by 
the Arguments and Proofs before-men~ 
tioned, be convinced of the Truth 
and Certainty of the Chriftian Reli
gion; would not be convinced by any 
other Evidence whatfoever; no, not 
though one fhould ri fe on purpofe from 
the Dead to indeavour to convince themo 

330 

Tbat tbe Evidence wbicb God bas afforded us 
of tbe Trllthof our Religion, isabund:mtly 
Sufficient. ibid. 

Tbat tbe Caure of Mms Unbelief, is not 
"\Vant of better Evidence to prove tbe 
great Truths of Religion. 332 

But tbat Wickedllefs and u1tgoverned Lufls, 
are the only Caufes of obJlinate Infi
delity. 33) 

And Jo long as ll1en are under the Dominion 
oftbeir LUft.f, they 11Jollld not be c01Z71inccil, 
tbough tbe Evidence of Religi01z 117.1S e'ue1t 
11lllch ftronger than it is. 336 

N..1Y, not even tbough one Jboltld rift on purpoJe 
(i'om the Dead tf) c01l'vince them 338 

Tliat therefore 'tis abJolutely necelJary hz tbe 
ftrfl place, tbat Men become iinpartially 
wiDing to imbrace all Truth, al1d to obey 

all 

• 
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"ll rea[onable Obligations. 340 

. Thar lV[en of JlIcb a DiJpofitio1Z would be: 
; religious, tbougb the B11ideuces of Religi07! 
: 11,ere l1HfCb leff tb,m they are. 342 
: 7h,rt God may require ltS to take notice of 

fome thil1gs .:It our peril. ~4--!: 

, 

, 



-

, 

, 
, 

-
• • , 

A 
, 

DEMONSTRATION 

Beinon 

OFT H E 

and Attributes 
. 

OF 

, 

• 

$ 

• 

Mr Hobbs, Spino~a, arid their Fol
lowers. 
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, 
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A 

, , , 

~,' thofe v.'ho ei ther are, cir pre.;. The Intro_, 
tend to be Atheifls; who either dil[l;on~ 
diilielieve the Being of God, or 
would be thought to do fo:, or, 
which is all one, who deny the 

~ Principal Attributes of the Di-
,;. vine Nature, and fuppofe God 
~to be an Unintelligent Being,which ads merely 
'by NeceiIity; that is, which, in a:llY tolerable 
: B l>ropr.i~ty 

, 

I • 



A De1110n 
• 

rattan 0 the 
P;'opriety of Speech, [-(as not at all, but is 
only acted upon: All lVIen that are AtbeiJf.l', 
I ray~ in this Senfe, mnft be fo upon one -:or 
other of thefe three Accounts. . ~ 

• • 
A'ce,'jm4. E;ther, FirJl, Becaufe being extremely 19-
ril"': from nor~:l~.t apd ftupid, .they have neyer (July C.f)1l
jhf"d 19- Jidel'cd any thill rr at an· nor narle :;my juH: 
n·JI.lII(:: . ~ f 1 -. 0 1 R 'i~ l' • . uk 0 t 1Clf llatura ~ea on, to (llcover even 

the plaillcft and mofl: obvious Truths; but 
have fpent their Time in a manner of Life 
very little Sllperiour to that cf Beaft:s. 

0, [,am Or, SeLO'Jully, Bcc:mfc being totally c1ebauch
"yq,~ Cor· ed and corrupted in tJ~eir PI'Ltc7ip they have 
YI<l'rrMl of 1 . . d 1 L' J:' - l' 
./rLamer s: )y a Vl.C10~lS an· (egcperate nc, cornl DtC( 

the PnnClples of theIr Nature, and defacerl 
the Reafon of their own Minfls; and inftead 
of L:irly and imp2rtially enguirir:g into the 
Rules and Obligations of Nature, and the 
Rtaic)J1 and FitlJcfs of Thillgs, have accuftom-

, 
• 

Or (,.-(.'It 

f r ( '7" , •. r! I !.;/~ 

J 'II.\. Gj •. ".;. 

<.cl themfelves only to mock awl f('oifat Re-
1 igiol1; and, being under the power of Evil 
Hahi ~s, and the Slan:ry 0;· Unreafonable anc! 
J ntlulgeil Lu frs, are refol ved not to hearken to 
any Reafoning which would oblige them to 
for fake their heloved Vices. 

Or, TI.l il'dly , Bccau{(; in the way of SpeclI
tlti,'e RCL1fi'l1i71g, and upon the Principles cf 
Philr.f()phy, they pretend that the Arguments 
tlfed againft the Being or Attributes of God, 
fet'm to them, after the ftridcft and fulleft in
<]UiIT, to be lJ!ore ftrong and conclufive, t1,an 
th{ f:: by which we illdeavour to prov;e, thefe 
great Truths. . 

'1 hefe fcem the only Caufes that can be ima
ginerl, of any IvIan's disbelieving the Being 
Qf Attributes of God; and no Man can be fup-' 
l1ore·1 to be an Atheift, but upon one or other 

of 
• 



. 

of tllerc three Accounts. Now to the two forme r 
of there three f()rts l)f Men; namely, to fi.lch 
~s are who11y ignorallt and ftupit1, or to fllch 
ns throllgh habitual Debauchery have broll~ht 

;thcmfd\Tes to a Cuflom of mo kipg aJl(l fccf
: :fing at an Religion, and will !Jot hcar]cen to 
: anY fair Reafolling; it is not m~T pn:Fl1t Bu-

flrieCs to apply TIly felf. The One of thefe, 
. wants to be infhudec1 in the firH: Prin--iples of 
. R;:.l rOll as well as [f ](.;[;(1;071 ~ The Ot:\c1' ,lif-Jl. , ., .. 

believes nl1ly for a prcie.nt falfe [,!tcrrjf, an~ 
bee-aufe he is r1efirnus that the Thin~ Ihould 
not be true, The One has 1rot yet ,r1"riwd to the 
llfe nfhis natural Faculties: The r the r has J'e-
71:;7171ced them, awl declares he will not be ar
gned with,as a rati011al Crcature.'Tis therefore 
the third fort of Athcifls only (nameiy thofe 
\vho in the way of Speculative Re~lfoni)Jg, and 
upon the Princil'L's of Philu[.)ph.'T pretend 
that the Argtiments lwought agail1fl: the Be
ing or Attributes of GoJ, Q0, upon the ftric
teft awl fn11e-ft Examination, appear to them 
to be more ftrong and conduiiv~, than thore 
by which thefe great Truths arc attempted to 
he proved;) Thefe, I fay, are the only Atheif
tical Perfims, to ,'.,"hom my prcC::nt Difcourfe 
can he fll ppof..'cl tn be di rcCted, or i nrl c: eel ·who· 
are c2.pable of being rea{(med with at all 

-

Now hefore I ellter upon the main Argu
ment, I !haH premifc fcveral C)])ceiTions, 
\vhich there Men, upon their own Principles, 
are unavoidably obliged to make. 

And Fi,:!!, They mufl ofneceffity OWI1 that Tbe R,ing 
fuppofing it canilot be proverl ~,':l be true' yet otrhi,l,"'Y 

1 ft ,· '. {'j/fl" e at ea . tIS a thing very clefirab1e, and which' - . -, . 
any WIfe 1Vlan woulcl wi 01 to be true, fur the 
great Benefit and Happinefs of lVlcn; thrrt 

---

B ? there 



4 • A Demon the 
t 1){'rt:' \\ .. ,~s a GoJ, ~n In te lligen t and 'Wife, :'l 
1 uii ;!l1,1 Gool Being, to gn"ern the "rorl(1. 
Y-;,atE'Fer H:,-pothe11s thefe Men can pol1ibly 
frame ~ H":12.tt:ver Argument they Cal] inrent .. 

~ . 
l',' \\'hi,'h they wouH exclude God and Pro-
,-dt:lKe out of the '\"odd; That '-ery Argu
ment cr H:.-pothdis, will of necel1ity lead 
t;~('m to ti;is Con,dEon. If they argue, that 
nur ~oti()n of God arif::-s not from Nature and 
Rea1~)jl, but from the Art and COl1tri,-ance of 
P6Iiti(l.ms; Th:H Argument i tfe1f forces them 
to collfe!s, tI13t '[is manifeftlv- for the Interefi: 
of Humane Society, tJ'at it hlOUld be believ
ed t:lere is a Go:!. If they fuppofe that the 
11' nr~J was made bT Cb.w(.e, and is every Mo
ment fLlbjed to be deftrored by Chance a
ha in; no ?vlan em be fo abfurd as to con
tCllJ, tJ:at 'tis as comfortable and defirable to 
liye in [U-=11 an uncertain State of things, 

'" "~1·:l a:: TerrJs C.f::lumc; , 

2n(i ..,. fa continually liable to 
Ruin, without any Hope of 
Reno,,"ation ; as in a -World that 
Were under the Prefervati
cn and Conduct of a Power
fill, 'Wife and Good God. If 
the .. y argue againft the Being 

l 3 d ,,, C.l~:C e;:i~;c, mu!-
r~'c: r:r Jonos 

'J"--":' r .. ~t m",lp , c- rna • , ... ' ~ ... u... _.~ .. ""'''\.. ~ • 

C ' "J ,·u .... .J 1 .. '. ~~ .. 
-" ---:J:Cl:is da~:r ipf.1 

terra-
.,.. , . 

O~, .1 c- ... ..- '" .r, '0 ", _:..., .. ...:, ... 
of God, from the Faults and 
Dtft.':b which they imagine 
thtv can find in the Frame 

'" 2..nd Conftitution of the Viftble 
~,:d .1I.!:'ii,rl 'World; this Suppofition obliges 
::":.t::TI 10 admowledge, that it would have 
been bC:lter the \YorlJ h'ld been marte by an 
L1tcilig:::nt ancl ",-ife Being, who might have 
p-::ve-l,red all Falllts and Imperf(,Ctions. If 
i. .. (-': 3i2".le :I.g:;,lnft Pr.;\-iJence, from the F::wl-- ., 
"(; c'; - " In' ~"~l·rv -";'J'C'l the'" tJl1'Jlk thr-y ,. , i· .;;...... • v'! _ i.1 •• J h.. • • • ) J ~ 

diflover 

• 



}3einf7 and Attri6utes 0 . G'od. 5' o . 
diG:over in th,e Management of the 11101 al 
World; this ~s a plain COIl feilloll , that 'tis 

.:1 tl1ing more fit and defirahlc in jUt If~ that 
: the 'WorB fhould be governecl hy a Juft awl 
; Good Being, than h y mere Challce or U n
. il1tellig~nt NccefIity. Lafily, if they fuppo{l" 

the World to be eternally and neccfiarily 
Sdf-e.·dftel1t; and confecjuently that every 
thin in it, is eftablifhecl by a Blind alJ(l Ett-i
na1 atality; no rationall'vlan can at the fame: 
time deny, but that Liberty and Choice, o. a 
Free Power of ACting, is a more eligible ~tate, 
than to be deterninerl thus in all our A..:t1ons, 
as a Stone is to move downward, by an abfolute 
and inevitable Fate. In a wod, which way fo
ever they tnrn themfdves, and whatever Hy
l)othefis they make, concerning the Original 

! and Frame of Things; Nothing is fa certain 
and undeniable, as that M,m, confic1ered with
out the ProteCtion and Conclutt of a Superi
our Being, is ill a far worfe Cafe; than upon 
Sllppoiition of the Being and Government or 
God, anJ of Mens being uncler his peculiar 
ConJuCt, Protection and Fawmr. Man of hirr.
[df is infinitely illfufficient for his own Hap-
pinefs: "i- He i.~ li,rbie to many E'l·i!s G1!d Miforie,r 'f Arch.R/,. 
which he can neitber prevent nor rcdrcfl: H!: i; Ti!l"rI.;n's 
.[:"., l'l'1' T 1. • l l St', 1i1"I' .'tJ 

J U OJ 11 ants w JiC:I :Ie canl10t [lIpply, (llld c017l- f b 28 
pa.rred about witb 11ljir11litie.~ 1I'bicb he C,l1lJ!ot TC- ~ d. • 

?nove, and oll11oxioll1 to D<l11gen n,/Jicb be Cd11 lle-
7.:e,: [71iJiciently provide '1?,.Ii1ljl: He is [eotre of 11.1-
tbwg tbat be ~'1rjOys in tbis 'Forld, alld ll1lCCrt.li1l 
of every thi11g tbat be bopes fa,.: He is apt to 
g:-ieve for n'!J,:t he (.l1Tllot help, mId eagl') ly to de-
Jlre wb.,t he IS 1//'71eJ' lil~cly to obt.1ill, ~\[C. 1.'11-
cler which evil CirclllllItances 't i.> manifdt 
there can be 11(;) fufficient .support, but in the 

1'. ~ lklid' 
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Edit f ,)( ::. \\-ir...' :11'(1 Coo,1 Go.], and in t11(, 
Hl)P:; \\'~l:I'h tnl,,' Rcligi('11 ~dt;H'ds. \Vhethcr 
th:rcf\)re d:c lkllig ;dlt1 Attributes of God 
em 1)(.' ,10::':1:/1 .rtt'ti or 1~l1t; it muft at leaft b" 
('('n'dL,l h-:1ll If!til'J1al al1l1 wile .l\.fen, to be 
a r'1ing ,'e:-',- J):{:.l! Z" anJ which they would 

~ . , 

h~;lr[il,- 7rjf!, :0 l~c? Hue. that there were 2 
G(~d. all Imellig, nr :1l1'{ \\-iCe, a Juft ani GCOlt 
Bt..'i,lg, to G,)'\'L'rIl l::,,' "-orId. 

Kcw t}-c l-Cl' I ,:cL"e to make of this Con
n:1L)!:. is ,'nb" tl',i~: Tl,ar ill1ce the :Mcn I am 
argu~l g \\'ir:< are m:,Ynic'ably obliged to COl1-

fds, t;;at'ris a :hilg rtlT ndirable at leaft, 
~ . 

r;, at r;;erc 1GOU Ll lea C)(l" the\~ n:uft of n('-
• 

cdE,:,r, BrOD t' <. ir CW;l Prir:ciples, be very 
\ ... ~~i:l·r: ]-,-..r ,1 o i:r r ,t'· rl'o'-e "'11 th1'110'S to be •• ',J 'S. .c..., .~.,., ,s.; ,« _ , 

~ - ~ 

COli,-ir,ced I!~.:tt rbeir rretcnt Opinion is an 
Errour, ~Hld f:n;:ere1~' ],ore t~at the contrary 
n:ft1- j;c c~(;lTonirrarcd to t}Jcm to be true; and 
co]]ft:'ouenrl ,- t]lCV Jre buund with all f<:-rioui:' i _ _ 

)',C(5. attf.'l1tion and imp:lrriality, to confider 
t:'e wC'ig~~t of the Arguments, by which tl1e 
Beil"g al,c1 _-\:tricutes of Cod may be prun::1 to 

• 

t '-; ~nl .1 _.... .._ 

s::-;:r;; .. t Sc'lIJ1:dly, All fuch r(rf:-l~s as I 2m fpeaki~g 
F~~!.:6 :\'0 of, 1'.'];0 fr"r-is t::C:D~f h'cs to be Arhclfis, not 
l.~,·,~"· ufoD ari;- r: eLnt Intercft or Luft, hut purely 

LiP' 11 tl,e Princirlcs ('fR·.~,r-·rl :Hld Philo,(,p:'y; 
arc: row:.:l b.\- thti-:: PrilJcipJci to elr b l o,dulge, 
tr.;:-.t all IT,cc)-:iJ~g aJJc1 flOffil,g at R' ligirll, all 
jeftirg and i l.!rnir'g Jugumcl1ts of Rc:;f'n jE
to Drollery <ina Ridicule, :is the rro:i: lm~a;;-
1.,- ar.d unica1(JD<;ble thing in the ,\"crld: And . ~ 

c nfcquently they are obliged to cxcll1~e out 
of their ~umber, as Irratior~al and Sdf-coi1-
cerr,ned Perfons, and Ul~worthy tu he argued 
'with, all fuch Scoffers at Rdigion, "'ho cte-

, ride 
, 
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ride at a l:cnture lNithOl.lt l1caril1g Rca[.m; 
:i1d W!1O will nor ufc the .Means., of hcill!!, COH-
rillccd ::tnd Eltisfid. Hearing thcj{cafr>l1 (,f 

; the CaLl: 'with Patience am1 UnprejufJicednd:;., 
i js an Equi t y which Men o'we to every Truth 

t;!at can in any manner concern them; alld 
which i" nLcefiary to the l:ii<-oycry uf t'iJCI Y 

7 

Kind of En'our: How much more ill tLings of 
the utrl10ft Importance ~ 

Tbi. 'dly, Si!lCe the Perfons I am c1ifcourfing Virtui' f/l."d 

to O~I110t but own, that the Suppoiltion (If b')"'{ 0.;1."1-
l ' E . f G 1 ., " r 1 f it ~ f" lInn, d/

1 a-t 1C clng 0 JOC, 1S 111 It Ie 1110 (te Ira) e, lll!fl) 'riC:-

awl f( r t:'e b..:nefit of the World, that it ihould (t'J)..JY. 
11e true; 'l"r:y muft of NecdIity grant furth('~, 
t:at fl'Pl)Giing the Being and Attributes of 
Goel, to be thngs not indeed T~emonfl:rablc to 
be ;fUC, bu~ only P:;jji/;[e, an;! fuch as cam!')t 
1'e c1(.i1·onftrated to be falfe; as molt certainly 
t:'.c:r cannot: And much morc, fnppoiing thc,n 
O;1CC made to appear Pl'ob,rMe, and but more 
likelr to be true, thall the contrary Opinion; 
:r.:othng is more evijent, even upon thefe 
Sl1ppofitions only, than that 1\1en ought in 
all fcafon to live piouDy alld virtuou!ly in the 
"\1,"or1<l; ann that Vice anJ Immorality arc, 
upon all Accrmnts, al1(l under all Hypothci(>~;, 
the n,olt aL:Curd anJ incxcufable Things ill 
N~1.~ure. 

Thus much bc:ing prcmifer3., 'which nn A
thtift who pretends to be a rational aWl fair 
Inquirer imo Thil'gs, can poiEbly avoid 
granting; (and other Athcifts I have l)e£lre 
jaicl, are not to be clifl)Uted with at all:, as 
being Enemies to RCLlfi,'1'l, no lcfs than to Rdi
gi01I, and thercfurc abf:)lntely Self-condemn
ed:) I procec:l new to the maill Thing 1. Clt 
firft propofc.d ; namely, to cl1Ck~';our to ih,'.\', 

l:l 4- to 

•• 
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to furn ('c'!1fidcrjng Perfi'ns 3, I have already 
def~Tibed,that the Being a11,1 Attributes of God. 
are not on1;.- poffible or barelr probable in 
t'l('mfeh~es. but ~1[f) ftriCl:ly demonftrable to 
~n~r unprejudiced Mind, fro111 the moft uncon": 
teftal,le Principles of Rigl1t Reafon. 

And h::re. becaufe tJle Perfons I am at pre
fent dC21ir:g ,,-ith, muft be fllppo[ed not to bc
lio'e ::1!:Y· Re,-eL:ition, nor acknowledge any 
Aud:ori .. ,- which they wi11 fubmit to, 11ut 011-

ly- the bare fClrce of Re2fsming: I ili211 not, 
at t:his time, draw:my' Tefiimol1Y' frum Scrip
ture. nor m~ke ufe of any fort of Authority~ 
nor lay any:!trt!fs upon aUT popular Argu
ments in the 1Iatter hE'fore us; but confine 
my felf to the Rules of itlic.t and demonftrative 

• _'\.rgumer" ~"'ln, 
Ncr\\" IT,::::n,:: ~-\.:gt1ments there are, by which 

tree Being and ..Attributes of God }Jave been 
undertaken to be Dc"1J101tjlr,1ted: And perhaps 
mort of thore ArguiT,ents, if t::roug~ly under
ftOOc1~ rightly Hated_ ful!y purfutd, ann duly 
feparated frum t}}e falfe or uncertain Reafon
:ings, which r.a-.;-e iometjmes been :intermix'd 
with them, 1,','ould at length appear to be [ub
ftantial and conclufi .... c. But hecaufe I \'.'ould 
en·.lci':our, as fdr as pofTible, to ayoi:l a11 
manner of perplexity- and cor. fll fion ; therefore 
I lba"J r~ot at this Time u[c ally Yaricty of 
Arguments, but tncle2YOnr bT One clear and 
plain Series of Pro po fit ions necemuil}'" connec
ted and foll0v::i1g one from anotJ~er, to dc
mc'nftrate the C,ertainty of t)-c Being of God, 
anti to deduce in order, t he }~eceffary Attri
butes cf his :Katurc, fo far ?os by our Finite 
Reaf()!i \\-e are enabled to dif..:over and ?ppr(
henn them. And l'ecmfe it is not to my prc
ftDt rur~0fe to explain or illuftratc things to . ,,~ . . 1,jem 



, 

, 
, 

. TJ1em that Believe, but only to convince Fn
°belin'crs, and f~tt1e them t~at DO~lbt, by 
·ilril.'l: and undelllable Reafonmg; t!1trefure 
): Ihall not 211ege any thing, which l:uwcver 
'·really trilt: and uf:ful, may yet be. hable to 
;contradiB:ion or dlfpute; but fhall melt-avonr 
:' to urge [uch Propofitions only, as C211not be 
• denied without departing from that ReaftJn, 
,'which all Athcifb pretend to be the Founda-
tion of their Unhelicf. Only it is abfolutc-
1y NeceiTary before all Things, that they 
confent to lay ailde all manner of Prejudi
ces; and efpecially fUC:1, as have 1.:een apt 
to arife from th~ too frequent Ufc of Terms of 
Art, which have no Ideas helonging to them; 
2nd fronl the common receiving certain ilifax
ims of PIliloJopby as true, whicll at the Bottom 
teem to be only Propojitirms withoztt any 111c,m
il1g or Signification at all. 

I. Firft then, it is Al:folutely and Undcni-Sol1:l'fh; .. " 
ably certain, that Something has Exijled from all ml(ith.zve 

Eterl1ity. This is fl) evident and Undeniable J.xl./re;ter. 
a Propoiltion, that no Atheift in any Age h25 1I~;.Y~ 
ever pre fumed to alIht the contrary; and 
therefore there is little need of l:eing parti-
cular in the proof of it. For iince ,some-
thing now Is; 'tis manifeft that Something 
always Was: Otherwife the Things that 
Now Are, muft have rifen out of 1\othing 
abfi)lutely and without C~u[e: Which is ~ , 
plain ContradiCtion in Terms. For, to fay 
a Thing js produced, and yet there is 110 

Caufe at all of that Production, i::; to UiY that 
~o!11ething is EfJ.:c1cd, when it is .fJf~,:td by iYo-
tlJl1tg; that is, at the [cune time whl"Jl it is 1rot 
Effected at all. "\Vhatever ExiJh, J:as a Callie 
ufits Exifrcnce, either ill the ,NC, "llit,: of its . -
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own Nature, ~nc1 then it muit have been of it 
[elf Eternal: Or in the 'Will of fome other Be
ing; and then Tl1at Other Being muft, at lean: 
jn tJ]e order of N::;ture and Caufality, have 
Exi fted before it. 

fJF:bd);f- That S07(;ctbillf, therefore b,rs really Exijleci 
}X(!i} ~f from Etr:rnity, is one cfthe certaineft and moft 
(~::n'~~I~~y'ng evident Tru-ths in the 'VorId:;. adcnowlcdb"c'i 
.J:;.,aJJ.' " 

.. ' . by a11 Men, and difjmten by none. Yet a~; 

, 

to the J1I,wner how it can be; there is nothing 
-i11 Nature more difficult for the Mind of Man 
to cOllccive, than th.is very TIrft Plain and 
Self-evident Truth. For, How al1] thi1lK "-',Tn 
b.?7)e exi/led eternally; that is, HO/v em Etf:J"Jhll 
DZlr.1tion can bf: now dallA'ly P..tjl:; is a thing ut
terly as impoHible f.Jr Ol1r narrow Underftand
ings to comprehend, as any thing that is not 
an exprefs ContradiCtion can be imagined to 
be ; An,l yet to deny the Truth of the Prapo
:fitian, that an, Etcnwl Duration is ncnT .rflually 
pal; W"ll 1rl be to aJI"ert fometbizrg fiill far mol'£: 
UU11ttelligi/;lf:, even a re.rl and t'xpref~ Gmt J\l'

di Eli 0 11. 

UiJJic:d- The ure I would make of this Obfervation._ 
;io arifing is This. That fince all Queftions concerning 
;;m e':l' , the Nature and Perfections of God, or conccrn
J;~:~!y:onf ing any Thing to which the Idea of Eternity 
E,mitj, or Infinity is joined; tho' we can indeed De
IJ<;{ f1,b; monftrate certain Propofitions to be true, yet 
;~~:~;:.e e~ 'tis impoITible for us to comprehend. ,or 
'i.,(,o[·;11 {'.II frame any ada;quate or complete Ideas of tne 
S"l'!'wti·, llfamzcr How the Things fo rlemonftraterl can 
OIJ~. Be: Therefore llrhen once any l)ropoii tion is 

clearly demordh:?ted to be true; it ought not 
to difturh us, that there be perhaps perplex
ing Objccrions on the other fide, which for 
want of ad:J:quate Ideas of the Manner of the 
Exiftence of the Things dcm.onftrated, are not 
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C(I[" to be cleare:1. Indeed" :were 5~ I,offiblc 
t]ll;re fllOlIlcl be any ProPOil!lf:'l1 wiJlch ('euu. 
(,(1l1a l1y be De17lo11jlrated 011 l ctb iide:.5 of the 

i Qlleftion, ()r which cou1d on {orb fi(~(s l~e re
: duced to imply C! C0l1tr,rdi8i011; (as fome have 

., too inconfiderate::ly ~lirerted;) Tllis, it muft be 
, co11 fdT~c1, woulll -alter tJl e Cafe: e p0n this 
" arf'urd SUPTwfition, all Difference of 'frue ~n(l 

I I 

· Falfe, all Thillki.ng and Re;!fo11il~g, ard the 
ufe of all our Faculties, 'Would be entirely at 
an Encl. But when to Demonftration on the' 
one iide, there are oppofed on the other, 011- . 

Iv ObjeCtions raifed from our want of havjl~g 
<ic!~(:ua\.e Icleas of the Thillgs themfelvcs; t]li';' 
ought l~ot to be efreemed ? n:2.1 Difficulty. 
'Tis directly and dearly ecmonftrable, th2.t 
Something 1:as been from Eternity: All the 
ObjeCtions therefore raifed againft the Eter
nity of any thing, grounded merely on Ollr 

want of having an a(hquate Irka of Eternity; 
ought to be looked upon as of l!iO rcal Solidit)r. 
Thus in other the like Infbnces: 'Tis J)emoll
ftrable, for Example, that Something muir 
be actually Infinite: All the Metapl~yilcat 
Difficulties therefore, which arife ufllally from 

. applyir:g the Meafures 2n:1 Rcs:Iations of 
Things :Finite, to what is InfilJite; and from 
f~ppoiing Fi:;ites to be [,Aliquot] Parts of I11fi-
117te, when 1l1deed they 2re not properly it) 
but only as Mathematical Points to C2!lan-tit·/ 
which have no Proportion 2t aU ~ (and fl';n~ 
imagining All I7Ifil1ites to h: Equal; when :in 
!hings difparatc they n' anifcftl yare net fe). an 
l1!fillite Lil1e, being not onl V not equal to 'but 
~lIji1iit ely left than an infinite SlIlfilce; an'd an 
l~ljilIite Swface, than Space illfi1!ite in all Dimell
JIO~1S;) AU Metaphyiical ~.htnculties, I :Lay, 
a!lfing fro~ falfe SUPl'~ofitlons of this Kind; 

~ught 
-

• 
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ought to be efteemed - and of no force.' 
.Again, 'tis in like rna-nner abley that 
Q!lantity is infinitely Divifible: An the Ob
jecnons therefore raired, by fuppofing the 
Sums total of alll11ji1tites to be Eqnal, when in 
dijparc;.te p.Jyts tbey manifeftly are not fo; and 
by comparing the imaginary Equality or Il1e
quality of tbe NZI11tber of the Parts of Unequal 
Q~antities, whofe Parts have rf'al1y 1tO NlIm
/Jcr'at all, they all having Parts without NU11i
b(f1'; ought to be look'd upon as weak and al
tog~ther inconclnfive: To ask whether the 
Parts ofunequal Quantities be equal in Nllmber 
or not, when they have :No Nllmbr?Y at all; 
being the fame thing as to ask whether two, 
infinite Lines be equal in length or not, that 
is, whether they End together, when neither 
of them have any B1td at all. 

Therl!' mufi 
Itawexi{1- II. There bas ExiJled from Eternity t Some One 
::rt;:;o~~ U1tcban~eable and Independc1!t Bei1lg. For finee 
.ll/d~c/l' SomethIng muft needs have been from Eter
ti.'entiki7lg. nity; as has. been already proved, and is 

granted on an Hands: Either 
there has always Exifted fome 
one Unchangeable and brde
pendent Being, from which all 
other Beings that are or ever 

t The 'meanillg of this Pro
poficion. (and al/ that die 
Argument here requires,) is, 
thac there mufl: needs have 
Always been Some Independent 
e:eing,. Some One at leafi. To 
i1'row that there can be 711) 

i!1~I'e tban Ollt:.. is not the 
1){"lig.n of this Propofition, 
'Out o~' the Seventh. 

were in the Univerfe, have re
ceiv'd their Original; or elfe 
there has been an infinite Suc
ceHion of changeable and de-

jendent :Beings produced one , 
from another :m an endlefs Progreffion, with
out any Origi11al Caufe at al1. Now this lat
ter Suppofition is fo very abfurd, that tho.' all 
Atheifm muft in jts Account of moft things 
(as :!hall be !hewn hereafter) terminate in .. - .. 

It, 
, 
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, 
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i~ it· yet I think very fe\v Atheifts ever were 
!;~ r-d weak as openly and directly to defend it. 
,.: Fodt is plainly impoffible and contradictory 
-:~, t-o itfelf. I {hall riot argue againft it frora 

:\ the J"ppojed Impoffibility of Infilli~e .~ucer
a flon, barely ana abfoilltely c01tjidcrea m .ltfllf-; 
:f for a Reafon ,vhich £hall TJe mentioiled here.
i; after. But, if we confider filch an infinite; 
i Progreffion, as O,ze entire Endlefs Series of 
i Dependent Beings; 'tis plain this wbole Serre!>. 

of Beings can have no Caufe from witholCt, oE 
its Exiftence:, becaufe in it are fuppofed to 
be included .all Tbzl1gs that are or ever were in 
the Univerfe: And 'tis plain it can have np 
Reafol1witbi1Z itJel/, of its EXlftence; b~qHIfe 
no One Being in this Infinite SuccefIion is fup
pored to be Self-exiftent or NeceJJary., (\vhich 
is the only Ground or Reafon of Exiftence of 
any thing, that can be imagined withi1z the 
tbing itJelJ, as will prefently more fully ap
pear,) but everyone DcpCl1de1zt on the forego
ing: And where 110 Part is neceifary, 'tis I!11a

nifefi: the whole cannot be neceifary; Abfolute 
Neceffity of Exiftence, not bcing an outward 
relative, and accidental Determination; but 
an inward and eEential Property of the Na
t~re of the Thing which fa Exifts. An infi-· 
l~lte Succe1Iion therefore of merely Depe1tdC1~ 
Beings, without any Original Independent 
Caufe; i.> a Series of Beings, that has neither 
~eceffit nor Caufe, 110r any Reafon at all of' 
It~ Exi ence, neither withht itfelf nor from 
fpztboll': that is, 'tis an exprefs Contradiction 
and Impoffibility; 'tis a fuppofing S0111ethi1tg 
to be c~feJ, (beca~fe it's granted in every 
one of its Stages of SucceiIion, not to be ne
ceffarily and from itfelf;) and yet that in 

" the 
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\\-1101e, it is c:tuCcJ l1/lfolutely bv JYotUJ/g' 
\\Tl~ich c\'crv :Man knows is a Contradiction t(l 

• 

j!n:l~ine dOl1e z" Time; and hecaufe Durarioll 
]n t~lis Cafe makes no Difference, 'tis ec}ti:t1h
!l Conlranidi{~n to [uppofe it done fro111 Etc.;· 
1:i,y ; _\l1l1 confcqllcllt:y there mufr 011 the un:· 
t:-.Tn'. of Ncccilitv hare exi!1:ed from Eternity-. 
i~')mc 07:"' In-mut~iblc and In,lcpordorc Beillg. -

Ol.;'en\-if'c. t11115. Either the:-re has always . . 
• 

exiftL,l fr)1l1e (ine Unc:1angcable and. [;ldepc1:-
Jo:t Bting. frnIl1 which all other Beings ha-l:e 
recein.'d 1:hcir Original; ('1' elf~ there has been 
an infini,e SU('I.:dlioll of chaIlgcable and dc
P'-7:Jc71t Beings, pwduced ol1e from another in 
~m clllllefs Progreiliol1, without any Original 
-Canfe at all. According to this latter ~'llPpO
jirioll, t~ere is Nothing in the Univerfe, 
Self-Exiftent or Necdraril~7-exifting. Anrl if 
fa; t 1,cn it was origina1i:.~ equally poffiblc, 
tl1at from Eternitv there fhoulcl never have , 
{'xiftel~ anT thing at an; as that there ihoulJ 
from Eternity have exifted a Succefiinu of -
char'.geable and dependent Beings. Which be-
ing [ut)Fofed; tllen Trb.tt is it that has from 
E :C'r:.i: y dett.rmined [uch a Succe1Eol1 cf Be
i.!gs to .'exift, rather than that from Eternity 
there ihould nel:er have 'cxifted any thing at i 
all? 1.Ycct}iry it 'was not; becaufe it was equal- • 
ly roiEble, in this Suppofition, that they 
1hodd not na,-e exifted at all; CiJmrce, is no
t:-:ing but a mere 'Word, wit]lOut any figni· 
fic..t:nn; And Otljer Bl1iltg it is fuppof(:;·' there 
'\\'a S J: r'IiC, to determine the Exiftence of there. 
Their Exiftence therefore was rletermined b'.' 
JYothil1g; neither by any NecefIity in the mi.- ~ 
tme of the Things themfelves, becaufe it i~ 
furrfJcd that none of them are Self-uiftent :. 

• nc-r 
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,,: ror 1)\" any other Being, becauie 110 othe:r JS 

. fupp~[cd t~ Exift.. That.is to fay:, Of l':H' 
t:ql:ally pofhble thmgs, (Vl'Z.. ~v hethe:r ml~ tlJlJljf, 

.. ()f 71Otbil1$ iliould from EtcHilty have cxIftc I,) 
; the one is determined, rather rJ!an the other~ 
i .1bJolutclJ: r ky J\Tothing: ~hich is an exprLf:> 

,! t.:ontradlCbon: And confequently, as be fe re, 
;: there rnuft on the contrary, of :r-.:cceillty haYC: 
: cAifted from Eternity, fc)mc 07le Immutable 
• and IU4cpc'J1Jel1t Being. Whid: wJ:at it is, [-c

.mains 111 the next place to be ll1QUHCJ. 

• 

III. Th.yt llJZr:bcmge.ll·le <1lld indcpendent Being, Tl:,'~;-e k

j,rbich bas Exifled from Erenzit)', 1vithol1t an)' ex- deFen:!,,>?:, 

teJ"n<1.l Gll'P of it;f Ex~pe?zce:, 11111fl be Sr:!f-£'xijf:!.lt~ i~:/~~::t:~ 
tJhlt is? J\·eceJJ.:rnly-e·'\·iJlnrg. For 'whatever l:.X- rill E;,i
ifts, muft either have come into Being out 'Of iJl~. -
Nothing, abfolutely without Caure; or it 
mull: haye been produced hy fome External 
Caure; or it muft be Self-Exifrent. Now to arife 
out of Nothing, abfolutely '\,\rithout any Caufe, 
bas been already fhown to be a plain Contra-
diCtion. To have been pro(luced by fome Ex-
ten13.1 Caufe? cannot IJojfibly be true of e,-ery 
thing:, but fomething muft have exiftel E
ternally and Independently; as has likcwife 
been ihown alrearly. It remains therefore, tha1: 
That Beillg which has I;xiH:ed Independcntlr 
from Eternity, mufl: of Necdlity be Self-cx
iftent. Now to be Self-exijleut, is not, to he 
PFoduced /;y itfilf '; fuI that is an exprcfs Con
tradiction: But it is~ (which is the only Idea 
we can frame of Self-exifl:cnce, aua 'without 
which, the Worrl fecms to have no Significati
on at aU:) It is, I fay, to exijl by em Al~folnte 
Nec~!JitJ originally in the N.:ltzrre (~f the Tbillg itfdf 
And this Necefiity~ mufr be Antecedclz! ~ not ill-

Jed 
• 
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rteed in Time, to the Exiftence of the Being It 
fdf; becaufe That is Eternal: but it mufl: 
be A,:teccJeut in the Natural Order of our Ideas, 
to (lUr SlIppojitiolt of its Being; That is; 
This N~cejjity muft ilot barely be r:mtfiqzcellt 
up:->n our Suppofition of the Exiftence of fuch 
a Being; (For then it would not be a NeceHity 
A!Iollltely filCh in it felf, nor be the Ground 
(lr Foundation of the Exiftel1ce of any thing~ 
heing on the contrary only a Confequent of 
it;) But it muft anteccJently force it felfupon 
us, w~ether we will or no, even when we are 
indeai."ouring to fuppofe that no fneh Being 
Exifts. For Example: 'When we are indea
vouring to fuppofe that there is 110 Bei1rg in 
the Ll.:li.'erfe that exifts Neceffarily; we aI-

I:, wa:"s find in our l\.linds, (befi(les the foregoi6g 
Demonftration of Something being SeIf-exift
ent, from the ImpoHibility of every Thing's 
being dependent;) "\Ve always find in our 
:Mlnus, I fay, fome Ideas, as of Infnity and 
Eter11ity; which to remove, that is, to fup
pore th:?t there is no Being, no Subftance in 
the Fnil:erfe, to which thefe Attributes are 
neeeffarily inherent, is a ContradiCtion in the 
'n::r~- Terms. For Attributes exifl: only by the 
Exiftence of the Subftance to which they be
long. Kcv-' he that can fuppofe Eternity and 
Immenfit,- (;mcl confequently the Sllbftance by 
whort." Ex'iftence thefe Attributes exift) removed 
(lilt of thl!· Univerfe; may, if he pleafe, as 
eafilT remove the Relation of Equality be
tween til/ice two and four. 

From hence it follows, 

... , 
,n,;tl,':!: :; 

Jjl. That the o1:1y' truc Idea of a Self-exiJlent 
or i.\ ea[[arily ExiJlil1g BtJing, is the Idea of a Be
il1g, tbe SuppoJitio1t of whoJrJ }\,Tot-e;.;iJli'ilg is a" 

e;r:prefi 
-setf· E:x.:~ 

Jhr.ce. 
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'l!;tpreJS COl1tradiElil)11. For fince 'tis abfolt1t,te- ~'lg~ 12 ($ 

lv impoJfible but t!lere r:lllft be, Somew"at s· 
Self-exiftent} that IS, wJl1ch ,e~lfl.:s Py the 
Neceffity of Its own Nature; tIS plam that 
]Tb,lt neceJ!ity cannot b.e a ~ecelhty confe-
.;:quent upon. any foregOIng SuppofitlOn, (be-
Jcaufe Noth1l1g C2n be Anteced~nt to t~~t 
'{which is Self-Exiftellt,. no not Its own If Ill, 
1[0 as to be the Callfe of its own Exiftence,) 

)]l'ut it muft be a Necefllty abf~!:ltely.. fuch in 
; its own Nature. Nowa NeceJhty, not nla" 

: ti7lely or con[eqllently, but abfollltely fuch in 
its own Nature; is nothing eIfe but its be
ing a plain Impoffibility or Implying a Con
tradiction to fuppofe the contrary. For in-

, ft:.mce; the Relation of Equality between 
twice two and four, is an abfolute Neceifity:, 

, onlv becaufe it is an immed.iate Contradiction 
in Terms to fuppofe them unequal. This is 
the only Idea we can frame, of an abfoll1te 
Neceffity; and to ufe the Word in any other 
Senfe, feems to be ufing it without any Sig· 
nification at aU. 

If any One now asks what fort of Idea the 
Idea of that Being is, the Suppolltion of 
whofe Not-Exifting is thus an exprefs Contra~ 
diCtion: I anfwer, 'tis the Firft and Sim
pleft Idea we can pufiibly frame, or rather 
which (unlefs we forbear thinking at all) we 
cannot poiIibly extirpate or remove out of 
our Minds, of a 1110jf ji11lple Being, ab folutel] 
Eter11al amI I,zfl1ite, Original and bzdepe1zdent. 
For, that he who fuppofes there isno Original 
Independent Being in the Univerfe, fuppofes 
a ContradiCtion; has heen {hawn already. 
And that he who fuppofes there may pofIiblV 
be no Eternal _and 111ftllite Being ill the Un!'" 

C verfe 
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\yerfe, fLIppores likewife a Contraclic1ion, is 
erid,-l1t fcom hence ~ : bdides that thefe two 
}\.:tributes do l1cnfl::rih' fallon, fn'm Self-ori
§.';!Lll Ind,'pcndcnt Exiftence, as :fhall be 
frc.o\\-n her, 3[t<:r:,) that W:1C11 he has done his 
U~;: fr, :in indc~nmring 10 imagine that no 
ill,-:l Bcii'g Exifts; he ~l'allnot avoid in::lgin
jllg 2.11 Etc!"li.:! a11,l Infinj'e lYotbil1g:, that 
:i:" he will in~aginc Eternity and Immcniity 
n:n:('l.-c:l out cf the rni1-erfc>, and yet that at 
t>e 12nlc tl11:e they frill continue t11ere. _. -

.... ~ i' ",' .t. . • . 

.. ··--c.-c ' r ..... • • 
. 

t 'i ..,. \"1._.1: .. 

T~~l~ Argument the L:7J'tcjim:s, v\ .. hoiupp()f~d 
t'.:e 1':(3 cf h:m"ijit) to be c;le ldea of 111attel', 
L,,-e been g:-e:1tly perple:x:ell with. For (how
(,,2r :i: JrOi ds tne,r bare contradicted them
j::l\-,:o;" --et in Rc.l1ity\ t;1ev have more eaiily 
bc:,::nciri\-en tu that m;: it intOlerable Abfurdity, 

.~ ..... . , . -. i ··r';·· ....... · .. c'r.f)·~./I·· • '" X I _ " "",..4, '" . . , . . . - . •.. - r.. / .. S II' t· ... ···~~· · ..... -.. ' . '/.' ;~.. "' .. " .. ~. . . · I' .. ~ p - - - ~- t •• ,-.. 
# ..... I •• :,,~ ron: c::: J C ..... n ... .. - .... - . • -" '- - ~ •. r (' - '\ C r '0 ·0 ll":'. " ..... ,; ,.10,.." 't .... 
, .. -. . 
',":> c-._ ..... r ~ ..... .:> £-1" .:;,., 
\..- [- ....... .... I~ .. '. ;. ........... . _ £ J ~ 

r' .. . •... ...,... ~ .. ~I· 
_" ."' I.~J. '. 

.::. .. -. ... 1-' -,.. - ~t .:J'; 
~ •. e ., •• R . 

•• .Jl~ ".:::' ~ .. _ \,t J ... f4 'OfJ. 

- ,- .' 1: •• ~.-,. ..... ;o' -~ 
V' ..... .; ,., ~ '::.f_ ".Jit.'1 ,e 4': ... 

• • · -'''> ! y' , .•. ,3 , .... - ; .... ~·r 1 a £"r 
./_ •• ' '" _ •• _Or _~ .. _" liI 

... ". r,;. ....... " . . • 'I .,' r I p ... r:._:-. ..., sue !., ~~ JeD 
.• 1- P --~.- ••.. - r IL'-r C' ..... ! ...... LJ\....e l;I.J,_ t .. e ,op .. rl} 

mv IC:..~l :,lC~ ro reprefeoc 
- f; -, .. ....... -_.- ,._ ... ~. f .... c .. Z1, .• '.'.~ .. I.> if! ~J.,e 

. ~ 

., ~ •. .;; -t "';"" J ~ --tt:3l)" M -t-
•••• -', '.1 • ....., ... ,.11 ... ..... - . 
• , .. c· n'~' t=r~~ E···~nt:-n ~-'.. ,.\,.,. '. 'J1 _ .• ll. Ij·~ 

· ·1~·· . C f, f· 'r f' r ':I' •• - • 
.t... - .. ~ ..... '! all e, Of, 
.... l-~ .. ;.. ..• ',-r--me I[c.m},p ....... _~ ., •• u ... ·: ..... __ 

J.. . ·f P °Too·,I"'- .--.,. 1 -}.,' ..... "'0 .... ~ .... 1.,,1E ropcrry 
csm!:": ;-:,t trr)m m;, fclT, ,-et 

~ . 
ar :::di~ ~[' rrjlV ccme trr,-m 
fem-: ~v~:r (,;- Er!irf, J Suo 
ptric;~c CG ,l1e, which pro
C ::~e5 in me t!1c Id tJ d E)(-
re -':"-'" .. !...,.. ...... .., E--c-rJ-;n ' .~ .... , .. ~, .... L-;:::,' ~ •• tJ._ 

do~.: n:t Jct"J;;']}v e:.~ifr ? Yet 
• wi.co 

Gf ~iTi.::ni:· g AI.lttcr '¥ to be a Ne
ceiTarr Being; than been c:
Lie to remore out of theIr 
.:\linrts the Idea of Im1llelljity, 
as Exifting Neceffarily 2nd 
jnf<;:p<lrably from Eternity . 
V;;1:(":1 :\br~rclity and inextri
caHe Perplexity of theirs, in 
ref"F:,:} ,f t];e Idea of 11J117lel1-

]it\', :fho\Vs that they fC>tll1d 
T hilt in2. ed to be Neceifary 
and impoiEble to be removed; 
but, in refped of AI,rtter, 'twas 
odT a pep;erfc applying an 
lcea to anObjecr wheretoir no 
, .. ays heL ngs. For, that it i.s in
deed abfdutdy impoiEble and 
contrarlictur~r to fuppofe Mat
ter neceiTaril' ·-exifting, {hall 
be c1emonftraterl pn:fently, 

2dl], 

•• 
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.:,: wh~n I confider rhe rhing,arren~ively, I find rhat my Cl)nclufiol1 j:; 
good; ;!l1d thar no Spirit [0 1' Bemg] how e:<ce1lel:c [ix:VC!, CJrI cau(e 
the (deol which ~ hilve of ~,(tenfion, co repref<:nt ro me Excenfion ra
ther [han any thlng clfe, it EXtCllfion does noe actually Exdt; becJufc: 
\~f he Ihould do fo, cht,> Idea which r (houl~ then ,have of EXtC:'ifion .. 

',~would not be a rcprefenruioll of Excenllufl, but a rcprefellra~!On of 
:~N0dling, which i; impofTIble, 
::1 BUI: it may be [ !liH deceive mv felf, when I fay that the Tde:! T 
:3 Illve of Extenfion, j~T?r?fes an <?biett actually ,exifl:ing: for it le(',ms 
j thae ( have rdeas, IVnlcn do nor lupp!1f,: any Ob)::tt: I nave, for f_~:
~ ample, the Idea of an Enchanced CallIe; though no fuch thing fCJ1 .. 

~ Iy Exifls. Yer when I cor.fid cr the Difficulty nil! more uttcmivtiy ; 
i I find there is rhis diffaence between the Idea of EXrenfion, and rlue 
: of an Enchanced Caftle • that the Ilrft being natural, rhar i~, indep:?!l' 
. dent on my Will, 1uppofes an Object which is necetfar:ly fue', J5 

ir reprefcnrs; whereas the mha heinl' artificial, fuppofe, indC':u .m 
Oojccr, bur it is not necelfuy th:H nlJt ObjcCl: be aolr,lu.ely fuerl 
as the Idea rc:prefel1cs, becilufc my 'ViI! can add co thac Ob!,t~. ;1r d:
miniCh from ir, as it pJeafes; as I have before faid, al!d as fhoi l ) he 
proved hereafter, when I Cl'me to tre'Jt of the Origin of Ide~s. R .. i:,i;i; 
jUetapl]yJ. Lib. L Par. [_ C.3P, 3. 

-:.dly. From hence it ful1ows; That there N&tb,:lIZ .r~ 

ete 011., lIt 711<ry eajz y Jecome more ~ertilZn 0 ~lIce of :z 
the Bemg of a SupremJ Indepel1del1t Caufe, than Shl'remf! 

be can be of any tbing elJe bcJides bi~ own l:'xi- I;lde~cnd., 
jle'nce. For h,JW much Thought foever it may en; (.aui'· 
require to demonihate the Otber Attributes 
of fuch a Being, as it may do to .:lemonfrrate 
the greateft :Mathematical Cert2.inties, (of 
which mort: hereafter:) Yet as to its' Exi-
jlellcc; that there [s fome'what Eternal Infi-
nite, ;:>.u1 Self-exifting, which mutt be theCanfe 
and Original of all other Things; this is one 
of the Firft ani mo~t natural Conclufions, th~t 
any Man, who thIl1ks 2t all, can frame 1ll 

, 

his Mind: And no Man can any more doubt 
of this, than he can doubt whether twice tWI) 

be equal to four. 'Tis poflJble indeed a l\1an 
may in fame Senfe be ignoral1t of this firft 
and plain Truth, by bc,illg utterly fi:upid, anct 

C 2 ll~; 
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not thinhng at 211: (For though it is abfo
lutely iml)offible for him to imagine the con
trary, yet he may poffibly neglect to con
ceive this: Tho' no :Man can pombly Think 
that t .... .-ice two is not four, yet he may l)of
:fit ly- be fturia, and never have thought at 
211 whether it be fo or not.) But this I fay; 
There is no l\fan, w;,o thinks or reafons at 
~11, but may eafily become more certain, 
t~1at there is Something Eternal, Infinite, ar;d 
Self-exifting; than he can be be certain of 
an:-~ Thing elfe. 

;:f'!'-< l!'!.1 -:!di.,o. Hence \~'C may ol)ferve, That 01lr 
f!:!ll..~t'rtaiitty of tbe Exifielrce of God, does lIot 
.niJe from this, tb,rt in tbe Idea we frame of 
him in our Minds, or rather in the Definition 
d.n we m,1ke of tbe 'Vord [Gael,] as jig,tifyhlg 

• ,~ J . 
C:'Ji.'.in 

o , .. .. .. 
C •• . • • • • !:J 

~ >..... . 
C, 0 - -l." o • • . '. -

. 
, ... ,... p , ........... . 

a BEing of ,111 Fa'/lible Pelfdli(J1ts, 'W~ include Self
ExiJlence; lift from bence, tbat 'tis de11lonfirable 
~0tb Negatively, tb.lt l1eitber can All Thil1gS 
1).I,:e ,1rift't Ollt of Jllotbi,1g) 110r can tbey have de
i',;:ded oue ou a7!utber in an e1tdlefs SucceJlio1t; amI 
"fJu pofiti,;cly-, tb.:zt there is S071letbiJtg in the U
ni,'''1 p, actually exifting without us, tbe SlIP

PfJf.CiOiL of :vhoJe Not-Exifii11g, plainly il1~lies 
P.. l.OJitI'.:zdlthol!. I do not here fay pojitzvely, 
that the Argument drawn from our including 
~elf-Exiftence in the Idea of God, or our com
prehending it in the Definitio1t or ~7"otio1t we 
fr<m:e uf him; is Wholly inconclufive and in
dftdual, to prove his acrm!l Exiftence. But 
tha tit i, far from being a Clear and Obvious 
Dernonfi:ration, fitted to convince and put the 
A theifi: to Silence; appears from t·he endlefs 
IJillJlLtes maintained by learned Men concern
ing it, without being able fully to underftand 
or fatj~fie each other on either fide of the Que-

ftion. 

• 
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.:flion. The Obfcurity and DefeElof that Argu-
ment [eern:> to lie in this; that it extends on
lY to' t~e ]Vo11li1t~l Uea or mere Defi1t~tio1Z of a 
,~e1f-eXl{h:nt BeIng, and does not wIth a fuf-
,!ficiently evident Connexion refer and apply 
"i!that Nominal Idea, Deji1titio11, or Notion which 
:lve frame in our own MintZ, to the Real Idea of a 
~~~Being actually exijli1Tg without lis. For it is not 
'~Satisfactory. that I have in my Mind an Id~a 
:~of the Propojitio1l; There exijls a Being, il1dlted 
:;~witb all poIJible PeJfeaiolls; Or, Tbere is a Self
,4Exijlellt Bei11g:. But I muft alfo have fome 
,;i Idea of tbe Thmrr. I rnuft have an Idea of . ~, 

G Something actually exifting without me; and 
':; 1 mnft fee wherein confifts the Abfolute Im
~l poilibility of removing that Idea., and confe
~~ quently offuppofing the Non-Exlfrence of the 
{Thing; before I can be fatisfied from that 
; Idea, that the thing actually exifts. The bare 
: havillg an Idea of the Propofition, There Is 
: ft Self-Exijle71t Beillg, proves indeed the Tbil:g 
: not to be impoflible; (For of an impv1iible 
. Propofition, there is properly no Idea;) But 

that it actually Is, cannot be proved fro.m 
the Idea; unlefs the Certainty of the Actual 
Exifl:ence of a Neceifarily-exifting Beillg~ 
follows from the Pojfihility of the Exiftence of 
fuch a Being: Which that it doe~ in. this par
ticular Cafe, many Learnerl. Men have indeed 
thought; and their fubtle Arguings upon this 
Head, are fuffie-ient to raire a Cloud not cafy 
to be difpelled. But it is a much Clearer and 
more C01l1Ji71cing way of Arguing, to demon
ftrate that there does actually exiH: without 
us a Bting, whofe Exiftence is necemlry ani 
of it felf; by fhowing the manifefl: COlltra
diction contained jn the contrary Surl?oiitiol1, 

C 3 ( ;,-n 
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(:15 I h~n;e before clone;) and at tlle fame time 
the aHolute ImpoHiblity rf ddrroying or 
[c1110,-ing fome Idea~, 35 of Eternity, and Im
menfit\~. which therefore mufi: needs be the 
Attril~i.lt('S of a ]\ecdfarr Being 2Ctuall.'T Ex
jitipg. Elf if I have in my lvlincl an Idea cf 

~ . 
a Thing, al1d canrat pollib!:,- in m~T Im?gi-
j:.:1 [ion ukto' ;nray the Idea of t11at Thjng as 
adu::1l1:- exifiing, any more than I can chan.ge 
or take ;:m-ay the Idea of die Equality of tWICe 
t\\-O to fl,ur; the Certainty cf the Exifle1lce of 
that Thing~ is the [iDle, - and ihmds on the 
f..lme Foundation, as the Certainty of the o
ther Rel.rtio1t: For the Relation of Equality 
b(t\,-een twice t\\'o and L.ur, has no other Cer
t31n-:,- but tl1is, that I cannot, without a Con
tra2i8:ion, change or take away the Idea of 
t~at Relatiol1. \.\-e are Certain therefore of 
the B(:ing c,f a ~111Jreme Independent Caufe ; 
becanfe 'tis ft::i.:~l'.~ demonftrable, that there 
is Something in the Univerfe, actually exifr
illg without 11S, the Sup})ofiticn ofwhGff:. Not
t-xifting plainly implies a Contradiction. 

Tl:.:t the ~tblv. Fr,~m hence it f.-llows, that Tbe ma-
1f·"~~r/'/ " 
;/~:"I-" ':. t;ri;111rodd C.11T1l0t pr:/fil)ly be the Filjl al1d Qri-
~f.d.a ( ..... 1,· • 

no; F'I1i!; [i7:.7.l B-:i1t;!" U7!CJ e ted, Independent, al1d of it 
l:~ ;:<:.~ j- f If Etenz.rl. F')r [; net: it hath been already 
Exr.·e: t c{(;:n~onftrated, tlla t whatever Being hath Exi
be.r.~. fred from Eternjt~r, Independent, and without 

p.zge 1:-. 
am- External Caufe of its Exiftcnce; P.1uft 
bc-Sdf-Exiftent: And that \vhatcver is Self
Exiftent, muft Exift Necdfarily by an atfrJ
lute NeceHiqr in the Nature of the Thing it 
fdf: It fnl1n'W5 cyidently, that unkfs the 
?vfaterial Wnrld Exifts Neeeuarily, by all 

Al'folTJte ]\-ecelfity jn its own Nature, fo as 
tnat it muft be an Ex-prefs Contradiction in 

• • 
i 'f1)t)()1(> 
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}: fuppofe it not to Exift; it ("~nn()t 1)(' In'lcpen
" dent, and of itfdf Eternal. Now th:>,r t i ,.;.: 

, "Material World docs nnt Exift thus ncC'C:iT:;.r;-
;1 h, is very Evident. For ahfrill!tc NecdLt)' 

-:~ (;r Exifting, and a pnilLbility ()f not-Exiftirf" 
,J being eontradic1ory Irlca's:, 'tic. manif. ft t;-c' 
!~~ .lvraterial World C:!11lJot Exift Ncr:-dTaril-,", :f 
J without a Contradiction we can On1r'ci\'~ it 
';; 
] either Not to J~e, or to be in any rd'rc:..t n-
} therwife than it Now is, Than \,;hicll, c'
; thing :is more eary. For whether we rT·l1-

I :fider the Form of the World, with the Difri:-
fitio?t and .iliotion of its Parts i or whctl~c:-1ye 
confider the Jl1.ttter .. f it, as [ueh, \\T i t hm: t 
refpeCt to its prefent Form; every' Thing in 
it, both the JYbollJ a11r1 e,,-ery one of its Frl't" 
their Sitll,ytio1l and lliJtio7t, the F(l1'17l and a 1-
fa the Jl1aiter, are the m(\ft Arbi rranr ~lJl(i 
Depenn.ent Things, and the fartheft rej·,.nH'rt 
from Neeeffity, that can poilihly be in~agi
neo.. A Neeeiil.ty indeed of Fit1:l'j", rhat is, 
a NeceHity that Things fhou1tl be as tlicy arc, 
in order to the W'ell-Fein?, of the wholc, -there 
ma,\T be in all tht-fc 'lhings: But an ab{r)lu:e 
Neeef1~ty of l\l..tture in any of them, (which 
is what the Atheifi mnn: maintaill,) there 
is not the leaf!: appC."arance of. If <ll1'.T j\bn 
will fay in this Scnfe, (as every Athcift ll:dl: 
do,) either tllat the Forlll c~f -the "Todd, ('1' 

at leaf!: the lvtrtter and llfotloll of it, is need:' 
fary; Nothing can poHibly be ilJ\'el~ted more 
Abfurd. 

If he fays that the p~rtieu1ar Form is 1'\('- n,/, FO"m 
cefHtry; that :i:;, that the 'World, ancl .rll ~;' (1,(,' 

Tbil1g.~ that are therein, cxiii: by a Necciiit.'- if-' .. J :~t 
of Nature; he mllfi: affirm it to be a C 11- /1". J}O}. 

tradidioll to iL1llp<>fe that any Part (f th: 
C 4 \\' (lll,i 
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1rodd can be in any refpecr otherwife than 
it new is: It muft be a ContradiCtion ill 
T crms, to [uppo[e more or fewer Stars, more 
01' feH-er Planets, or to fuppofe their Size, 
Figlll't! or lvIotion, Different from what it 
DOW is; or to fnppofe more or fewer Plants 
an1 Animals ulmn Earth, or the pre[ent ones 
of different Shape :md Bigncfs from what: 
they no\y arc: In all which things there is 
the greatc:ft Arbitrarinefs, in re[peB: of Power 
amI Po1fihility, that C2.l1 be imagined; how
eyer ueceiTary any- of them may be, in re
fpeet: of "'iLom, and Prefervatiol1 of the 
Be:nty 211,·l Order (.f the whole. -If the Atheirt \\'ill fay, that the ili[otio1Z in 
Gor,'; al of alll\1:Hrer is necdTary: it follows 
that it muft l:e a ContradiCtion in Terms, to 
[l1fpofe an·y 1\Iatter to be at Refl; 1Vhieh is. 
{o abi"urd and rjdituIous, that I think hardly 
all~7 _'\theifts, t;ither Antient or Modern, have 
prefumed directly to fuppofe it. 

J ,7.tr 1:--' One late ~ Author indeed has ventur"d to 
'.and, Lc;. aiTcit, ?.nd pretended. to prove? that Motio1t, 
JlL (that is, the CC11.zt1fS to Motio1!, the Tende21cy 

to move, the Few::r or Fel ce that produces ac
tualMotion,) is em~ntial to all Matter: But 
r.C'N Philcfo:rhic2.11y, may appe?.r from this 
Ol~e Coniideration. TIle eiiential Tendolc) 
to Jloti();t, of every or-e, or of anyone Particle 
r,f Mattu in this Author's imaginc;ry infinit~ 
Plenum, muft be either a Tendency to move 
[0.1 e one determinate way at once, or to 
JTj0Ve e'velY way at once: A Tendency to move 
[ODiC one determinate l.nty? cannot be efIenti
al to .any Partie: e of lvlatter, but mufl: arife 
frnm [orne External ("au[e; becaufe there is 
r~thjng in the rrctended-uec:eilary Nature 

of 

• 
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of any Particle, to .determine its Motion ne
ceffarily and e1rentlally one way rather than 
a1lOtber: And a Tendency or COllattts equally to 
move every way at once, is either an abfolute 
COlltradiction, or at leafr could produce no-
thing in Matter, but an Eternal ReJl of all 
and everyone of its Parts. But to proceed. 

If the Atheift will fuppofe Motion nece[
rary and eifential to fome Matter, but not to 
aU: The fame Abfurdity, as to the Determi
natio1t of Motion, frill follows: And llOW he 
moreover [uppo[es an Abfolute Neceffity l10t 
U1,iveJial; that is, that it :fhall be a Contra
diction to fuppofe fame certain Matter at 
Reft, tho' at the fame time fome other Matter 
actually be at Reit. 

If he only affirms bare Matter to be Ne- Nor tl:~ 
ceffary: Then, befides the extreme Folly of bare ,Hat· 
his attributing lt10ti071 and the Form of the ter. 
'VorId to Cha'!zce; (which Opinion I think all 
Atheifts h2ve now given up ; and therefore I 
fball not think my felf obliged to take any 
Notice of it in the Sequel of this Difcourfe :, ) 
it may be demonftrated by many Arguments 
drawn from the Nature and Aift:ctions of the 
Thing it felf, that Matter is ?lot a Nece/Jary 
Being. For Infiance, thus. If jl;1atter be 'fup-
l)ofed to exift Neccifarily; then in that Ne-
cefIiuy Exiftence, there is either included the 
Power of Gra7Jitatiul1, or not: If not, then in 
a '\Vorld merely Material, and in which 110 In
telligent Bei11g prefides, there never could bave 
L'een auy Motio1t; becaufe Motion, as has 
been alre~d y ~own, and is new, granted in rag. :4-
the QueftlOn, IS not nec:eifary of zt Jeif: But 
if the Power of Gravitation be included in 
the pretended Neceffary Exiftence of Matter ; 
then, it following ncceifarily that there muft 

be 
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be a r,TJCU1C1lI, (as the incomparable Sir I.(.7<1C 

l\-crrtort has abundantly demonftrated, that 
there mufr, if Gravitation be an Univerial 
QualitY or Affecl:ion of lVIatter;) it f01lows 
likewife. that .. M,lttc,.is not a KcceffaryBeing: 
For jf:1 "'~l(/tl{]Jl 2.C1:ually be, then it is p1ainly 
more t]lan p01hble for Matter 1TOt to Be. If 
an .Atheift will yet Aifert, that A1atter may 
be necdTar;,-, though not necdTary to be every 
'Il,bere: I anf\\"er; this is an exprefs Contra~ 
clic1icm. For abJolute NeceHity, is abfi)lute 
NeCf:"1firy" e,'cry wbere Lllike: And if it be no 
Impo11ibility for :i\ratter to be abfent from ona 
PI.ce, 'tis no Impoifibility (abfolutely :in 
the Nature of the Thing; For no Relative 
or Confequential Nece1lity, can have any 
Room in this Argument:) 'Tis no abfolute 
ImpoiTibility, I fay, in the Nature of the 
Thing. that Matter ilioulj be abfent frqrn 
any otber Place, or from et:ery Place. ' 

Spi1tOZ..z, the molt celebrated. Patron of 
Atheifm in our Time, ".rho taught that 

-+ there is no Difference of Sub
'f Una fubflanria !lOft p"'':: 

refi: produci ab alia (Ilbflan. 
ria. E.th;c. Par. I. Pra,..6. 

frances, but that the 'Whole 
and every Part of the .lI1,rteri
al lrorld .is a Neceffarily-ex~ 
jiting Being:, and that t 
there is no other G0d, but the 
Univerfe: That be might 
feemingly avoid the manifold 
Abfudities of that Opinion; 
endeavours by an Ambiguity 
of Exprcffion in the Progrefs 
of his Difcourfe, to elude the 

Omn:o lubfraoria efr oe
ceffarlO jofi.:li:a. J~i,1. Pr"p. ,. 
~. 

,~t DlCLrJm fubt1aDci~ 
per: i'ir: e:.;iftere. Ibid. Prop. 
-/-

i' Pr2:er De!;m nulla d.Hi 
~q; clJ::c:pi p0refi fubHan· 
tia. Ibid. Prop. 14· 

Arguments by which be forefaw hjs Af
fert;oll would be confuted. For, having at 

tirft 
• 
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pertiaer exi I1crc. 

fubfbnci;E 
hop_ 7. 

!~ firft plainly aiferted, tha~ :f. 

. All Subitance is Nccdfanly
'. exi{ting; he \,,:ou~d afterward 

,$fecm to cxp1alll 1t away, hy
{aiTerting, that t!1C Reafon why every' tIling 
, t ~xjfts neceifanly ahd. could 
; not poHibly ha\~e been 111 any 
, rc[peCt different from what 

it now is, is bccaufe every 
thing flows from the ]I.-:-eceJlity 
of the Dh,il1e 1'vT ,rt71re. By 
which if the unwary Reader -
underftands, that he means 

t Re" nullo ari" modo, , . , . 
neg; 3110 (Ira Inc a Dec, "ro-. ' d lIel poeuc-rUllt, ql!J m pro-
ducr:E funr. Prnl" ,_ 
E~ NeeetTtr!w: Divir.;:r NJ

cur:E. infi!il(J jntil1iri~ mn
dis :h~c ell:, (.mniJ (ji,;r (vb 

• 
inrellefh:m ir:finitLim r~(k-
re poffur. t) 1cqui debcnr. 
Prop. 16. things are therefore Neccifa

rily fuch as they are, becaufe 
Infinite \Vifilom and Goodnefs couB not pof-
fibly make Things but in that Oder which 
I:; Fitteft and V/ifeft in the \Vhole; he is very 
much miftaken: For fuch a NeceHity is not a 
Natural, but only a Moral a11l1 Con[cqlllntial 
NecdIity,and directly contrary to theAuthor's 
true Intention. Further, if the Reader hereby 
underftancls, that God was determined, not by 
a NeceiIity of1Vifdom and Goodnefs, but by 
a mere Natural Neceffity, exclufive of Will 
and Choice, to make an Thing~ juft as they 
now are; neither is this the whole of Spi71oza's 
meaning: For this, as ab[urd as it is, is frin 
fuppofing God as (it Subftance diftinc.t from 
The Material \Vorld; which Of He exprdl' l(- Lncis fl{
denies. Nay further, if anyone thinks his pr.lc;t.ai •• 
meaning to be, that all Subftances in the 
,Vorld, are only Modifications of the Divine 
Eifence; J1('ither js This AIl.- For thus God 
may ftin be [uppo[cd as :m }\.gent, actjng 11p-
on bimftlf at leaft, an,i manifciting bi'}J~[elf in 
different m~lll1Cr", according to his own \\'ill : 

which 
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t Deum nC'i? 0f'Crlr; ex 
libertare "oIUM;;';". 1'1 nT. 
3%' Corol. I. &. s",)ji.'n tid 
PH)p. 17. 

which t Spill()'Za exprefly de
nies. But his true Meaning 
therefore,however rlarkly and 
ambiguoufly he fometimes 
{peaks, muft be this; and ifhe 

means anT thing at all confifi:ent with him
felf, can be no other than this: That, :fince 

it is abfolutely J(. impoifible 
* Una fubfbo63 non P"'- for any thing to be created 01' 

tell: produci ab .Ilil [ubJ1an· pro<iuced hy another; and 
cla. Prop. 6. t lr br 1 1 - ffibl t Res nullo ai'c m:::do n:.'s; a 10 a 10 ute y Impo 1 e 
alia ordine a Dec pr:.duci for God to have caufed anv 
potuerunr, 'luam pr..;dud.e thing to be in any refpeB: 
[unr. Prep. ,3- dificrent from wh2.t it noW' 

is; (vcry thing that exifrs. mufi: needs be fo 
II Pr:eter DeUlll 'luna c1Jri, a \1 Part of the Divine Sub-

neq; cenci pi pmdr fttbt:au- ftance, not as a 1vlodification 
tia. Prop. 14· . caured in it by any J(. 'Will or 

'" Deurn nen qx:rar: ex Good-Fleafure or Wifdom in 
Liberrate volu:iratis. i'r'P. 
3 2 . emil. r. the whol<:, but as of Abfolute 

t Nwllo alio /IJ"d~. r;(g; Neceifity in it felf, with re-
Ordine, &c. fpea to the t 11lamZer of the 

Exiftence cf each Part, no lefs than with re
fped to the St-lf-Exifi:ence of the whole. Thus 
the Or,inion of Spilloz.a, when exprefferl plain
ly ann coniifrently, comes evidently to this: 
That tbe M.tteri.:zllYorld, and every Part of it, 
with the order and manner of Being of each 
Part, js the only Self-Exiftent, or Neceffa
rily-Exifting Being. And now Conft:quent
ly, he I1'uft of Xecc:ffity affirm all the Con
clU:fiGDS, w:~jch I have before fllOwn to follow 
demonftrahly from that Opinion. He can
not poffibly avoid affirming, that 'tis a Con
tradiCtion, (not tr; the PerfeEli!ms of God; For 
that's mere fenfelefs Cant and Arnufement in 
Him who maintains that there is but One Sub-

france 
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'fiance in the Univerfe; But he muft affirm 
. • tl1at it is i1t it ftif mId in Terms a Contradicti-

,on,) for any thing to. be, or t? be jm~gil1e(l. 
. any refpecr otherwlfe than It nnw 15. He 

'.' uft fay 'tis a Contradietion, to fupp:'fe the 
. jVllmber, or Figllre, or Order of the Principal 
, Parts of the World could pofIibly have heen 

.. different from what they l10W arc. He nmfi: 
fay Motion is neceffarily of it ftif; and confe
quently ·,that 'tis a Contradiction in Terms~ 
to fappofe any Matter to be at Reft: Or dfe 
he muft affirm, (which is rather the more 
abfurd of the two; as may appear from what 
has been already faid in proof of the SeccmJ p,rg. 12. 

General Head of this Difcour[e: And yet 
he has :.r- chofen to affirm it;) 
that Motion, as a Dependent 
Being, has been eternaUy com
municated from one piece of 
lVIatter to another; without 
baving at all any Original 
Omfe of its Being,either with
in it felf or from wi ~hout. 
Which, with other the like 

¥ Corpus mcn:m. vel quief
cens, ad morlln1 vd qnicccm 
dererminari debuit ab alia 
corpore Guod ~tiam ad mo
tum vel quiecem detCrlDiaa
cum fnie all alio, & ilIad ire:
rum ab alio~ & fie in iafini
rum. Par. IL Fro,. '3:1. 
L~mma 3-

Confeqnences touching the Necefiity of the 
Exiftence of Things; (the very mention of 
v .. ~hi.ch, is a [ufficient Confutation of any 0-
plllIon they follow from;) do, as I have fai-:1 
unavoidably follow from theforementioned O~ 
pinion of Spino-za: Awl confequently That 
Opinion, viz.. That the Ulli7)erft or 1yhole World 
~.t the Self-exiflent or Nec~fJarily-exiJli11g Bei,rg., 
IS dernonftrated to be falfe. 

I h~ve in t~is Attempt to £how that The 
lvlaterza17Yorld cannot pojJiUly be tbe Firjl and 
Original Beil% Uncreated, btdepclldellt, a1td Self

cxijln:t; 

• 
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cxi./k 1!t; dclignedly omitted the .Arg~l11ent n~ 
fna lh- drawn from the fuppoh'd ahiolutc Im
pollLhilit}- in the Nature of the Thing itF~:lf, 
ofthe \"'-(ldd's being Eternal, or having eXlfh:,d 
tnro' an Infinite SllCCt~/li(J7t of Time. Anrl. th1s 
I 113.1.-e done for the tWO following Re~fons. 

('t' .J,~ () I fl. BeGmf~ the Qm.:ftion between us ana 
.,., .. : .. : .. ~. tI'e' _-1.theif1:s, js llot T"hether the lrorld (;au 
c'" "!".~ •. ::. fVl/,ijl,fv b.z7:C beot etcr1!.d " but lvbetber it C\111 1'0'-E"" ... ~\ ." 1 .~ ~-
rl:~'.i ;)'!,r'. f:;ly (,; tbe Original, brdepcJlde71t alld SclJ-cxilf-

iuS Bciiig : 1,\~hich is a verY different Queftion. 
For many, who have affirmed the One, have 
frill utterly denied the Other: And almoft aU 
the Antielit Philolt'Jphers that heM the Eter
nitT of the 1,Vorld, 'in whore Authority and 
Rcafol15 our 1\loclern Atheifts do fo mightily 
Bnaft and Triumph; defended That their O
pinion by iuch ~-1.rguments, as fhow plainly 
that they diel by no means therd,y intend to 

, allert, that rhe Material \Vorlrl was the Ori
ginal, Independ.ent, Self-exiibng Being, in 
Oppofr tion to the Belief of the t. xifl:ence of a 
Supreme All-governing l11iud, which is the 
N8tion of God, So that the Deniers of the 
Being of God, h2"\"e no manner of Advantage 
from that Opinion of the Eternity of the 
,\Vorld, even fu ppollng j t couB not be difpro
ved. Almoft all the old PhiloCophers, I fay~ 
who heltl the Eternity oftll'=! """,'orId, did not 
thereb:~ mean (at lea~ their Arguments do 
not ten,-1 to prove) that 1 t was Ind~.'pen(lent and 
Self-Exiftent; but their Arguments are whol
ly levelled, either to prove barely that Some
thing mutt nEeds be Eternal, and that the F
niverfe could not poffiby arife out of Nothing 
abfolutely and wirhr)Ut Cal1fe; which is all 
that Oce/his LncamlS's Arguments amount to ~ 

Or 
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,'r~fOr die th~t the ,\V?rU is an Etctn:::l a~ld Ne
'cdfary E:ffcc1~ floWIl1g f om the EiIentlal and 

Inlnll1table Energy of the Divine Nature; 
'which feern.> to have be~n Ariflotle's Opinion: 
'!br eIfe that the World is an Eternal V olunta
,';o/rv Emanation from the All-wife anJ Supreme 
'·;~kaufe. which was the Opinion of man\" of 
l ? -

,:' Plato's Followers. None of which Opinions or 
. '~Arguments, will in the leaft help ou tour 
":~ Modern Atheifts; who wuuld exclude Su
)! prerne Mil1d and Intelligence out of the 'L'ni
j verfe. For however the Opinion of the Eter
~~ nity of the World, js really inconfiftent with 
;W the Belief of its being Created in time: yet 
?! 10 long as the Defenders of that Opinion, ei-
11 ther did not think it Inconfiftent with the 
~ Belief of the World's being the EffeCt and 
1 Work of an E'terl1.11~ All-wifo and All-Pon,e,fll! 
l Mind; or at leaft could defend that Opinion 
f by fnch Arguments only, as did not in the 
( leaft prove the Self.;.exiftence or Independency 
: of the \Vorld, but maft of them f2.ther quite 
: the contrary; 'Tis with the greateft Injuftice 

and UnreafoI:ablenefs in the World, that our 
Modern Athelfts (to whore purpofe the Eter
nity or Non-Etemity of the World would iig
nifie nothi.ng, unlefs at the fame Time the 
~xiftence and Sovereignty of Eternal Intel
lIgence or Mind were likewife difproved,) 
pretend either the Authority or the Reafons 
of thefe Men to be on their fide. 

Ocellus LUCa111k>, one of the allcienteft AIfer
ters .of .the Eternity of the World; (whofe 
..'\.nhqulty and Authority ""'Mr. 
Blunt oppofes to that of Mo- * Oracles of RtafaTl; Ltf~ 
fts ;) in delivering his Opini- ter to ~/'. GIldon, p. 216. 

Oll, ,fpeaks il)deed like one 
that 
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that believed the Material 'World to be Selt

exiftent; aiT'erting, t that it 
t 'A7'ivPS7'DP '7'3 'ff"~V ~,;.. is lttterly incapable either of Ge

'~M.5-~OV. ')teration or Corruption, of Begill-

dlr1\I&~ ~ 1!1 d.rJTO'T~A.I)~ ~ Eternal altd Petfea, Cl1!d Per1lla
J'1d.~!:tJ" :r "/l"dp1d. d.ilCivr.e. 'le1lt for ever; and that the 
'~H o~U~ .. , tfd,y'QITP-,!!'!.!.vdo,)r Fra'Hze and Parts of the 1/T01'U 

"dolO" '!1 '7'd. [.l'Oeil <%!I'n! fJ'Urtu' • f1. '1 b v 1 II 
t;T<ifX.~'" A~7'",:J u.eplI, Keg." ?1l1l.J. 1leeas e .Jbtel"1ra, as l1le as 
FJII, Jlllv, &c. Oce! .. LUClm. the Subjlance and Matter of the 
noel' ..; ~ 'IT'd,VTa~ ~rJlTec.J~. lYbole. But when he comes 

to produce his Arguments or 
Reafons for his Opinion; they are either fo 
very abfurd and ridiculous, that even any 
Atheijf in this Age ought to be aihamed to re-

peat them;as when he proves¥ 
* To tZvd.~:x.a" ~ d.7i70..tL- that the lfTorld 111lt f1. needs be E

'I71~V; tid fJ'xEf.{d.'T@;.ifJ ,z. JUv~" tenurl,withollt Beg1;ming or Ella, 
(J'f{aJ~) ?l1)"K "'" <11071 <t Jle .. b I r. b h" p." d /lA" fI,,7&- Ii Y./J'ITp.@- '!J lrp9d.e- eCClz!Je ot zts zgllre a11 ~r-l.O-
1&-' ,in ~ -iii cT?c.li~d.T@- tion are a Circle, which has nei
'dido, 7Uflt.1..@- olfT(:t- :) wuv- ther Begi1mi11g nor Ena... Or 
'Z1l~V lq-@- ~ Q,WlI@-, J). elfe they are fuch Arguments 
Z?1i~ ;"doex.@- -h el'Tf.A.~'T11· 
11§J-' /1 -n rf XI"r,~(U., &c. as prove only what no Man 
ibid. ever really denied; viz. Tllat 

Thus 7ral/flated: N,IY, Something muft needs be E
thar the Figure, Marion, &c. ternal, becaufe 'tis impofIible 
thereof, are without Begin. 
ing and End; thereby it for every Thing to arife out 
plainly appears, that the of Nothing, or to fall into 
World admitrerh neirherPco- Nothing:. As when he fays t 
dutl:ion nor Diffoluri on: For ' 
the Figure is Spherical, and that the World '1l1lljf ha've bee1Z 
confeq~endv on every fide Eternal, becClztJe 'tis a C01ttradic
equ~J. ~nd therefore wirho~t tim! for the UniverIe to have bad 
BegmnT?g o~ Ell~mg. AI!o aBeuimriwT. jillr:f!: zifit had a Be- . 
the motiOn 15 circular, &c. ..:>. ..:> , 
Oracfes of Reafon, p. 2/5. . gZ111zmg, zt 1l1J(jf have been Gallfid 

t • A~~VVllnll 7~ '71';]1I.' ~g!f ~ :r~)-O/IO/ll ExHPO 'iTeOi'7'D/I tid 'ff"rr.1I76, 
(:;.. . 'TO 7'~ :) 'TJ'a." "6110E"~OI' (101' "/l"ctcTl 7'IIISIrr.1 ~ ~TO )'~ ~ . 
rt.J'rJva.7cv. . 'BX.TO. ~ ~ ilrt.1'7df Uti" o,eit. Ibid. . 
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Being and AttribuTes 0 Goa. 
by SIJ11le other tbil1g, and tben it is '}tot tbe Uni-
7Jerft To. which One A~gume:lt, all tha.t he 
fays in hIS whole Book, IS'plamly reducIble. 

, So that 'tis evident, all that he really proves, 
: is only this; that there muft needs be an E-
" ternal Being in the Univerfe: and not, that 

'~ Matter is Self-Exiftent, in Oppoiition to 1n-
1 telligence and Mind. For, all that he afi"erts 

.S about the abfohIte NecefIity of the Order and. 
:; Parts of the World, is confeifedly moft ridi
I cnlolls: not at all proved by the Arguments 

'; he alleges : And in fome Paffages of this very 
: Book, as well as in other Fragfilents, He him
i felf fuppofes, and is forced exprefly to confefs, 
• that, however Eternal and Neceifary every 
; thing in the 'World be imagined to be; yet 
: even That Neceillty muft flow from an 
, :y. Eternal and Intelligent iVIind, 

the neceifary PerfeCtiuIls of ,* ~a d c~~ivI!7o!:,.s-ilat' {.J.~"', 
whofe Nature are the Caufe -¥::I MyQV £)(.OV'.0 Sl"':-qJfov. 0-

edL. LffC. de Leg. j..,lg,m. 
t of the Har1l1(my and Beauty of t :::;tI"~XE1 ;;. H.Oq-(J.OII "e-
tb~ If/arId, awl particularly (J.QI·ftt,. T"'~71l~ iJ" a.iTI@-

of Mens having 1\ F'aclIlties, g e1:~~ Jbld; ',' '0 
Organs of Sel1ft, Appetit(J.s kc, II eLf J'~vr;(.I.~{ '.0,7(£ r;,.-'l:;, 
Ii d U· G ~ , y<tpa..i!:I Ta.~ oe~c,E1~ tim .;:.~~ 

tte even to .r mal aZlfts. AJ'ou.ev<t. civ.;}pd?TOI" ~-'t 
~~vn. ,ev€lC.<£ J·eJ'o.3'<t1 lJlJf/.bi[dIlH.!V, ri.~rl &c.' Idem nge1 i ~ ~Q.i ... 
TOS rplJ(/'a(,)~. 

AriJlotle likewife, was a great Aiferter in
deed of the Eternity of the World: But not, 
jn Oppofitiol1 to the Belief of the Being, or of 
the Power, Wifdom, or Goodnefs of God: On 
the contrary, He for no other Reafon aiferted 
the World to be Eternal, but becaufe he fan
cied that fuch an EffeCt muft needs eternally 
proceed from fuch an Eternal Cal1fe. And fo far 
was he trom teaching, that Matter is the firft 
and Original Caufe of all Things; that on 

D thei 
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34 A De.mon . ration 0 the 
the contrary he everywhere exprefiyc1efcribes 

v. 1'.0;, God to be an ¥ Intelligel1t Be-
,te:~/':;i, J,iJ'd;7Cllcl;r:f/illv:, iUfT: t lJrcornoreal· 1\ Tbe Fi! ft 

DIng. /11 'Vlr,'f -irijtot. ~ r T .' H' ,qc 
Ii -ro 'U'r;;' TOP "It'all d,1I.fvl/. lll[oVel' of all Dmgs, 2111.J i! '.J 

'T 0 1'. Ari./fnt .. 11crap". Im11to7Jeable; and affirms, that 
, ~ E~ fl) k,!' "tri>-"?,g.: 'I~ ¥ if.there were ?lotbing 171lt Mat-

(i!c:7H ___ :L d.".1I.~. ~ It; ,~><!l.a.fi$}' tel' t11 tbe 1rorld tbere would 
i{.J 'it!;I., ct.M. ctE-1 <i' ctfX.~' h 0" ~r; b I ,,C 
ctl';;(i/. Ibid. ~ 1to rzgZ1url C'l1lJ e, ut au ~zJ'':' 

~ 71lte Pl'ogrejJio1l of Cazifes; whIch 
is abfurcl. 

As to thore Philofophers, who taught 
plainly- and exprefsly, that Matter was not 
only Eternal, but alfo Self-ExiJlellt ana intire
ly Independent, Co-exifting from Eternity 
with God, Independently, as a Second Princi
IJle: I have already !hewn the Impoffibility 
of t]lis Opinion, at the Entrance upon the 
l'refent Head of Difcourfe, where I proved 
that Matter could not 1')0 iTibl Y be Self-exifle7tt: 
And I {hall further demonftrate it to he Falfe, 
,,\'Ilen I come to prove tl1e Unity of the Self
niftenr Being. 

Plato, whatever his Opinion was about the 
original Ji:ztter, very largely and fully de
dares his Sentiments about the Formation of 
the 'Wodd, 1liz. That it was compofed and 
framed by an Inte1ligent amI Wife God; And 
t'1ere is no one of aU the Antient Philo[o
p11er<;, who in aUI ]1i5 1Vritings fpeaks fo ex-

• 
, 

cdIel1tly and worthily ¥- as 
He, concerning the Nature 
and Attributes of God. Yet 
as to the Time of the 
1VorlJ's beginning to be 
Formed, He feems to make 
it indefinite, when he {;l.·,'s, 
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, God. 
Jj:. Tt;e 1f/Qrid mnjl needs be a1t /" n.ifJ";r-, dv:l')tK.~ 'T1-:.f! 

, R ,I'. hI if h E Jr.OfJ"UOV I'!ltaVd. 'TIV'~ /iiVdl. Etenlt11 CJ C111 a1tce 0. : e . ~ Placo in'Tim.to6 Which Word,. 
tenlal Idea. At leaf!: hIS Fal.. being very imperfect in our 
lowers afterward fo under-, C opiu of the Ori~jnal, a~: 
n. d and eXI)lained it 2S if thus rendred by CIcero. Jl 
ILOO ." ergo generarus [ efl: mund us; 
by the CreatIOn of the 1Vorld, ad id effeftus eH, quod rJ
was not to be underfl:oood a done fapientiag; compreben" 
Creation Zl1 Time t· hut only ditur, arg; immurabili a:rer-

O J .~ 1\ T ' , r Z'· nitare continerur. Ex quo 
0'% r cr oJ .LVatllre, c.auJa zty efficirur, uc fit neceffi hlille 
and Dep~1Zde1tce : That IS ; that quem eernirillu mundum, ji."!l(
the If/ill of God and his PoW"- lachrum d?ternllm eJJe aliCIiJlIl' 
er of Acting, b~ing neceifari- Ifterni. Cic. de Uaiverf. 

ly as Eternal as his Eifence; t Nb'v 'If"eJ lI.~tT{/.K roo lx. 
\\ the Effects of that Will anl c..'~ ,g,d~·(" '7TeJne.9v i.vid -0". 
power might be fuppored co.... 'Td. \ (iM: aTI ,; x,oup.1[J)- 'lTct.P¢. 

themfelves; in the fame man- ~r:;:~. ~ d.l"mV '16711. .' 

11er, as Ligbt would eternal- Qui aI/rem a Deo CJuidern 
lv proceed from the Slt1t, or a f.1tl:um fatentur, non [3me~ 
b r:- eum vohlDt Tempor1s habere; 

S adow Hom the il1teJPo[ed Bd· fcd fu:!: Creationi,' initium; 
tIy, or an Impre.f/io1Z from an Ut modo quodam vix incel~ 
i11lpoJed Seal, jf the refpecri:ve Ii gibili., Sem~e: fie D faft~s. 
Cmfes of there EffeCts were AlIgu{flll. de CZ'Ult. D.I. LIb. 

fuppofed Eternal. 11· car· 4· 
lie rnundo, & de his quos in ml,mdo deos a Deo fztl:os fcribir Pf.lt.o~ 

apcrriffime d icic eos elfe c:;epilfe, & habere initium 'Verum td 
quomodO imelliganr, invenerunr [Pla~onici ; ] non elfe hoc videlicet 
Tl!mporis, fed Subftitlltionis inirium. Ibid. Lib. io. Cap. 31. . 

Sed mundum guidem fuilfe fcmper, Philofophia aultor efl:; cor.dlrc~ 
rc quidem Deo, fed non ex tempore Maeroh. in Somn. Scip. Lib .. 2.Cap.lo. 

II Ked d (3~h/ii) <;rdErtJ'EI'YI,Ml.'T1 fJ"i "1"''', 'T~1I -YV(<'I!.IP.fclV ~E~ct')tr,fJ"(!) 
, ", ' ... ~9' 0..'''' ,- s·'-v 

<;re9~ "TO l.n'T~{/."oll· ~rt..111 ;-u UTI XChrd.-:r:~ ct I "I"voV "TO tTliJ!,J,d. " ep.::(., <> 
""' e, d:L.'\ r, ~ '" cf ..r.::!L.. (FK.lrL~ ,),lve'TCu' OP.O')(.t;ol'=- :) ~ U4lP.r.t."I"1 II 111!.1a.. ~ IlX OP.O'Tlp.~ " ." ",. <I" • I =- 'Q. I ~ C. - > , ." .~ 

ISTCiJ ~ n ~ o"n= a H.OfJ"(.I.~- 'If"CCe5f.1f.01\lSvnp.a. ~>I on! ue~ rLl,'TIf: OYT<:::t 

~1Jn;s ~ .nt ?/Vd.I? ~ fJ"IJPr:t,i'J}~> ~ TqJ e't.:J ihc.hl ,N ~ Q.u61-1~~. Zit
,banS! SelJaJaft. Di!pulat. 

Sicur enim, inquiunr [Platonici,J fi Pes ex 3!cernirare femper fuilfeC 
in pulvere, femper ei fU_belfer vefl:jgiu~ ; <3uod ramen vefiigium a ca!· 
cal1re fallum nemo dubHaret; :let alcerum alrero prius elfer, quamvl$ 
altetum ab altero factum effet: Sic, inquiuDt, & mundus atq; in ill" 
Dii creati, & femper fuerunc i femper exitleme qui fecit; ac carnell 
fam funt. AlIgllJrin. d~ Ch,ililt. Dei. Lie. 10. Cap. 21!; 

. . D ~ " , . '"" • , r.1A. 
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From all which, it 111ainly appears ho\v 
little ReaCon our :Modern Atheifrs have to 
11C13ft either of the Authority or Reafons of 
thofe Antient Pl1ilofophers who held the E
ternity of the \Vorld. For iince thefe Men 
neither proved, nor attempted to prove, that 
the Material \\"orld was Original to it felf, 
Independent or Se1f-exifting; but only that 
ir \\"35 an Eternal Effect of an Eternal Caufe, 
,,"11ich js God; 'tis evident that this their 0-
l)inion, enn fuppofing it could by 110 Means 
ice refuted, could afford no manner of Advan
tag<: to the Caufe of Atheifts in our days, who 
excluding Supreme Mind and Inte11igence out 
of the "Uni,'erfe, would fain make mere Mat
ter and Nece11ity the Original and Eternal 
Caufe of all Things . 

• 

'2..l7v. The other Reafon w1n:- (in this At
terr:p~ to pro,-e that the Af.1!fJ'i;Zlrorld cannot 
polf. vI)' be [be Fiijl Clud. Original Being, UJtcre
.. :t~d, I?td.:pnrd511t alzt! Self-t.';.;iffntt,} I ha,'e 0-

ll;itted t;"e Argument ufual1y drawn from the 
fuppofed abfolutelmpofIibility of the 'V(~rld's 
being Eternal, or having exifted throllgh an 
Infil:ite Succeffion of Time; is beccmJe that 
ArguiiIeut L ,111 never be fo Jlated, as to be of a11J 
'llJe i1! Conviuchrg OJ' AjfeClillg tbe Mind of an 
Ath'!ijf, who muft not be fuppofed to come 
prepared beforehand with any trmrfcel1del1t 1-: 
dea cf the Eternity of God, For :1ince an A
tr.cift cannot be fuppofed to lJelieve the Nice 
and Subtle (and indeed unintelligible) Di
fti~1aions of the Schools; 'tis jmpoifible by 
thIs Argument fb to difprove the Poffibllity 
of the Eternity of the 'World, but that an A-

theW: 

, 

, 
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Bciu<-e: and Attri6utes 0 Cod. 3 7 
theW: will underftand it to prove cCJuaU y a
gainlt tile Pollibility of any r{~hing's heing 
Ftcfnal; and confequently that It proves no
thing at an, 1mt is anI \T a Difficulty arifing 

: fro111 our not l)eing able to comprehend ada:
CJllately the Notion of Eternity. That the: 
M2.tcrial World is not Self.;.Exiftent or Nccc:f
faril)T-Exifting, but the'ProduCt of fome rli-

, ftinct [uperior Agent, may, (as I have already r;;::, 
fuown) be ftrictly demonftrated by Lare Rea-
fan againft the moft obftinate Atheifl: in the 
'\Vorlcl: But the Time when the '\Vorld was , 

Created; or whether its CFeation was, pro-
11erly fpeaking, in Time; is not fo eaiy TO 

demonftrate ftrittly by bare ReaCon, (as ap-
1) cars from the Opinions of many of the An
tient Philofophers concerning that matter,) 
but the Proof of it can be taken only from 
Revelation. To indeavour to prove, that 
there cannot poHibly be any fuch thil:g as ;17-
fz'lIite Time or Space, from the Impoflibility of 
an ~ Addition of Finite Parts ever compofing ¥ el1d
or exhaufting an Infinite: or from the imagi- W8rr!J',' 
nary ineqllality of the 1\Tll111ber of Years, Days, ~)i~cm. p. 
and Hours, that would be contained in th~ -4~· 
one; or of the Miles, Yards, and Feet, that 
would be contained in the other: is fuppofing 
Infinites to be made np of Numbers of Finites; 
that is, 'tis fuppofing Finite Q],lantities to 
be Aliquot or Omfiit1lC'l1t Parts of Irtfinite ; 
when infl.eecl they are not fo, hut no all E-
qu,l11y, whether Great or Small, whether 111;", y 
or Fr:w, bear the very [arne prol10rtion to an 
Infinite, as Mathematical Points do to a 
Lille, or Lines do to a Superficies, or as 
Moments do to '1 imc; that is, nOlle at all. 
SQ that to argne abfolutely againft the POlli-

D 3 bility 
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~ilit~· of 11tf11lte Space or Time, mereiy fi'01n 
t~e Imaginary inequality of tl:e J.VZI1l1bCl"S of 
~heir Finite Parts; which "are not properly 
Conftituent P:'lftS, but mere Nothings in Pro
portion; is the very fame thing as it would 
be to argue againft the Poillbility of the Ex
jfte:nce of any neterminate Finite Quantity, 
from the imaginary Equality or Inequality 
(If the :Kuml:er of the l\Iathematical Lines and 
Points contained therein; when indeed nei
ther the ene nor the other have (in propriety 
of Speech) any A-zwzber at all, but they are 
ahfolutdy witbout lv-umbel : Neither can any 
gi,-en Number or Quantity be any Aliquot or 
CO'J';jlinre,:t Part of Infinite, or be (ompartfl at 
a11 with it, or hear any l:ind of Profortion 
to it; or be The Foundation of any Argument 
1n any Que11ion concerning it. 

T::< E"· IY. lrh:rt the Suhjla11r:e or Efff.'l1Ce of that Be
"":?":~ "f {,"e i1!g, -:b:cb is SdJ-Exijlent, or lv"'ec~O:lril}'-Ex
.~~.::';:I::_ i/fing, is; we ha7.·e no Idea, 1xeitber is it at all poI
j:';;:'~~:;~' ji!->le for tts tQ comprehend it. That there is fuch 
I:",,;;;:"e. a Bei!~g ac-:ually Exifting without us, we are 
I"':;. !4, fure (as I have already ihewn) by frria ancl 
1;, IS·unCeniable Demonftration. Alfo what it is 
;,~ :::. not:, that is, that the :Material \\rorld. is not 

ir, as OUf 1-Iodern Atheifts would have it 1 
ha'i been alread.y Demonftrated. But what 
it is, I mean as to its Subfra11ce ana Eifer;ce; 
t:, is vIe are Infinitely unable to comprehend. 
Yet does not this in the leaft diminiili the 
Certainty of the Demonftration of its Exift
enet'. For it :is one thing to know certainly 
t:: a t a Being Exifrs; and another to know 
'~'~,at the Efi'ence of that Being is: And the 

IJ!:C: may be capable of the fhicteft Demon~ra 
t1011, 
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tioD when the other is a'bfolutely IJeyonrl the 
Rca~h of all our Faculties to unclerfian.1. A 
Blind or Deaf Man has infinitely more Rea-

" fon to deny the Being, or the l>oiIibility of 
;: the Being, of Light or Sounds; than any A
" theift can have to deny, or doubt of, the l',x
" iftence of God. For the One can at the ut
: moft have no other Proof, but credihle Teili
~ mony of the Exiftence of certain Thing~, 
.' whereof it is abfnlutely impoHible that he 

.,' himfelf fhould frame any manner of Idea, 
not only of their Eifence, but even of their 
EffeCts or Properties: But the Other may 
with the leaft Ufc of his Reafcm, be afIiued 
of the Exifrence of a Supreme Being, by un
deniable Demonftration:, ani mayalfo cer
tainly know abundance of its Attributes, (as 
fhall he ma(1e appear in the following Pro-
110fitions,) though its Subftance or EiTence be 
intirely incomprehenfihle. Wherefore no
thing can be more Unreafonable and \Veak~ 
than for an Atheift upou this account to deny 
the Being of God, merely becaufe his weak 
and finite Un:lerftanding canr:ot frame it 
felf any adrequate Notion of the Subftance 
or EfTence of that Firft and Supreme Caufe. 
We are utterly ignorant of the Subftance O[ 

Effence of all other things:, even of thofe 
things which we converfe moft familiarly 
,hth, and think we underfhnd beft, Thel~e 
is not fo mean and contemptible a Plant O[ 

Animal, that does n0t confound the mnfi ill
largec1 Underftandillg npon Earth: Nay e
ven the fimpleft and plaincft of all inanimate 
Beings, have their Effence or SuhH:all(,c hid
den from Us ill the c1eepeft and moft im1 ellC~ 

o ,+ tmb1c 
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trable Obfcurity. How weak then anrl foo1-
iin is it to raif~; Objections againft the Being 
of God. from the IIlC'omprehellfibknef3 of 
h;s E1T(-nC'e I and to reprei"t-l1t jt as a ihange 
and incredible thing. that there fhould Exift . ' 
an ~.- mcorporeal Su bftance, the Eifcnce of 
W':.iC

1
1 'we are notable to Comprehend! As if 

1 t were not far more itrange, that there {bould 
exiir number1efs Objects of our Senfes, 
T~ir;g5 fu?jec~ to our daily Inquiry, Search, 
a:-d, Examlll2tlOn" 2nd vet we not be able, 
no not in al1:- meafure: to find out the real 
EiT:-nce of anyone even of the leaf!: of tbeJe 
T '-: '10'-_H' b~' 

Frum w;-:at has been f:lid upon this Head, 
we may cbfen;e, 

. -
t"'( l-~r.-:! rft. The 7r.::abtcfs cf fuch, a.~ b':17)e prefl/mea. 
9}',;,:~. to imJgi;; l;;fii:ite Space to be ajllfl Rfpreftl1t<tti-

0;: 0/ .:1d6:qucnc Ide.1. of tbe E(Jent;e rf tbe Supreme 
C.luJe. T;,is is a woeak Imagination, arifing 
from hence, that l\{en uling themfe1ves to 

judge of all Things by their Senfes only. 
far:c;.- ;;·p:ritu2.l or Immat,=rial Subfiances, be
(':?tufe t:-:cT are not ObjeCts ofthelr Corporeal 
Scnfes, to be as it were, mere Nothings; Ju:l1: 
:1S C-;il':ren irr_agin Air, bccaufe they cannot 
f,-_E: : ~, to be mere Emptinefs and Nothing. But 
t::e ~alla-:;- is too gwfs, to defcrve beillg In
f;{rE:c!. upon. There are perhaps Numbcrlcf.,; 
Sul::ib:~ces in the WorLI, whofe Eifences :;!rc 
as inrirc:1y unknown and impoHlble to be re
prefeJ1ted to Gur Imaginations, as Colours are 
to a ;-,fan th3t was born Blind, or Sounds 
to Cl1e: th2.t has been always Deaf: Nay, 
there js FlO Subftance in the V(orJd, 0\ 

w;-li::.~ we know any thing further, than only 
a ccr-

• 

• 

• 

-
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Being- and Attributes () Cod. 
, a rert~jn Number of its Properties or Attri-

Innes; of which we know fewer in fome 
. things, and in Others morc. Infinite Space is 
'llOt11ing clfe but an flbftraCl: Idea uf Immellfl

.~~ ty or Infinity; even as infinite Duration is 
i 0f Eternity: And it would be juft 2S proper, 

..... to fay that Eternity is the Effence of the Su
: prem-= Caufe; as to fay, that Immcnfity is 
: :fo. Indeed they feem Both to be but Attri
/ butes of an Effence or Subftance Incomprehell
: iible to Us; and when we indeavour to re
. prefent the real Subftance of any Being what-

foever in our Weak Imaginations, we £hall 
find our [elves in like manner deceived. 

?dly. From hence appears, the Vanity of the Tbc V.td"!, 

SI.;boolmen; who, as in other Matters, fo in of the . 
their Difiputes about the Self-Exiftent Beina. Schoolmen. 

b' 
whell the/ come at what they are by no means 
able to comprehend or explain; leaft they 
fuouH feem ignorant of any thing, they- gi ,,-e 
Us Terms of Art, and \Vords of Amuiemcn t ; 
mere empty Sounds, which under pretenCe of 
explaining the Matter before them, haye 
really no manner of Idea or fignification at 
all. Thus when they ten us concerning the 
Eifence of God, tJu~t He is PUrlts A8ux, 171(/":1-

forma, and the like; either the \Vor.is J13VC 

no meaning and fi'gnify nothing; or elfe 
they exprc[s only the PerfeCtion of his Pan'cr, 
and other Attributes; which is not what the[e 
Men intend to cxpreis by them. 

v. T1JOllgb t be Slfhjl.111,e 01' Eg;.'11U of rl)(' Sclf- TJ..zf rb .. 

ExiJlel1t Beiug,is it felf a~J()lllt,/'li 111CO,!,['ul;c".fi."f ~t' ;. 't~~.';~~. 
to Its; yet uJanl of the E.ffemii1l Attn!lntc., oj h~~ ., ... he [. 
J,ratltre are jlnElZy De11l01fflrablc, ,1.1 r""ll ,IS 7)7' i'/L'»:,z/. 

E,"\ijlelU-'c. Thus, in t)1I..:: f' /l rlaCl.', tbl:' SdI-
J. ' n 

• • •• .. \IJl< J,t 
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E -.:Zt'''·,:t B:'ing mllJl (If 71ereJlit;-I be Eternal. The 
I(!ca \; of Etcrnit,· and Sdf-Exiftence are tCl 
ell '(t..' 1 \~ connected, th2.t becaufe fomething muft 
0f ~::' -'e:1: t:-- be Eternal 11!d~'pt'ndently .rnd witb
Gift .!':y cutn'.ZJ ll'.wf: of irs Bdl1g, therefore it 
muft IleC(?ffilrily be Self-cxifh:nt; and hecaufe 
it is impofEble- but Son1('thil:g muft he Self
eXlfi:ent; therefore it is neceifary that it 
;r,nfc like\v-ife be Eternal. To. be Self-exi-

r; 1:;-, I - ft;:n t, j, (as h:is heen alread:; ihewn) to Exift 
b:- ~:1 Abfolute ~eceffity in the Nature of 
the Thing it [elf. Now this NecefIity being 
~"-bi(-lute and not depenning upon any thing 
External, muft be alwa)·s unalterably the 
fame; :Kothing being alterable, but what is 
earable of being afr~.::ted by fomewbat with-

,~ - ' 

r.C1t it felf. Thar Being therefore which has 
I1-0 other Caufc of its Exifrence, but the ab
fdute ~ece1Iity of its own Nature, muft of 

J 

:\ecc1'Et:r ha,-e exifted from everlafting, with-
Cut Beginning; and muft of Neceffity exift to 
everlafring without End. 

• r As 7"0 the m;mner of this Eternal Exifi:ence, 
Cj t,:~ " "r it· 1.. ". L: . 1 r d h 
"'If.vn:er of tls lTanlre ,It JlerClTI InJl111te ytranlcen s t e 
on c.Gr.c~j- :vfanner ,-,f t;,e Exiftence of all Created Beings, 
.. ;"g ;h~ _ e'.-en r£ fuc~ as fhail exifr for ever; that where
~~:·r.I;) ~: as ; t i" not po1j~ble f(;r their finite Minds to 

~:t" ((j::.prehend all that is paft, or to underftand 
F·rf,,3:1~.- all things that are at prefent, much 
L:-; 7"0 know all that :is fumre, or to have 
elic;r,::17 in their pr)\",rer any thing that is to 
c,;:;~e; but their Thoughts, and Knowledge, 
:'.:d Power, mutt nf ;\('ceffity have degrees and 
:c.!'iods. and be fucceiIlvc and. traniient as the , , 
. i ~ ings The;T.felves: The Eternal, Supreme 
(::t'lfe, on the c,-,ntrary, (fuppofing him to 
b,: :t;"l ht!J.7;grnt B·:i;:g) w;1ich will hereafter 

be 

• 
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be pnnrecl in the Sequel of this Difcourfc,) 
mutt of Neceifity have fueh a perfect, inu<:
pcndent and unchangeable Comprehcnfi~)J1 of 

. nIl Thillgs, th2.t there can be no One Pomt or 
"lnfrant of his Eternal Duration, wherein all 
; Things that are paft, prefent, or to come:> 
. 'Will not be as entirely known and reprefented 
• to him in one fingle Thought or View; an,l 

all Things prefent and future, be equally in
tirely in his Power and DireCtion; as if there 
was really no Succeffion at all, but all Things 
were actually prefent at once. Thus far ,\ve 
can fpeak Intelligibly concerning the Eternal 
Duration of the ~elf-Exiftent Being; and no 
Atbeifi can fay that this is an Impoffible, Ab
furd or Infufficient Account; It is, in the 
moB: proper and Intelligible Senfe of the 
Words, to all the purpofes of Excellency and 
PerfeCtion, 111terminabilis 7Jite. tota Ji11Zlll f:j pcr
feB:a Po.fJ4}io: The entire and perfeEl Po.U"c.lji07i of 
an endleJs Life. 

Others have filppofed that the Differcnce' Wff. ',0. 
between the Manner of the Eternal ExiHenc(,'f·e!7 ,., 

f h S C 1": .1 h f J E "1l. Sl,(.rl/i'/l o t e upreme aUle, aWL t at 0 t le Xl lence -J_ , •• 

of Created Beings, is this: That whereas the 
latter is a continual tranllcnt SllcceHion of l)p-

ration; the former is one Point or Infra!;, 
con:prehending Eternity, and wh~reil:l ~ll 
Thmgs are really co-exiH:ent. Bnt thIS Dlfilll-
ttion I fhall not now 'infifr upon; as being r1' 
no ufe in the prefent Difpute; becallfc.: i.t is 
impoiIible to prove and explain it in ftlc11 ~I 
manner, as ever to convince an Athcifr th;il 
there is any Thingin it. An(l befides ; as ('11 

the one hand, the School-men hayt~ i.nd,x'd 
gener~lly chnfen to defend it ; [0 em the other 

}1~tl1d ... 
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'* Crucem ingenio figere Jlana, tllere :>(. are many 
U~ rem capiac fugienrem L .1 M f b U 
Captum. Tam fieri non earner L _ en, 0 etter n~ 
potel1, Ut inl1ans [Temp"';J] derftandmg ana Judgment 
~oeRHl~r.rci fuccclTiva', quam than they; who have rejeCted 
J_~r0f!i0tle e~ p~llft.um co- and oP11ofed it. 
'"A. fL. e. [co/,xten(b] ]Ifl(e.-
-Lufu5 merU5 n01l inrelleftorum verborum, GttfJend. phyfic. lib. ,; 

J lhlll nor rrouble you with the inconfil1enc and unimelligible Noti
ons of rhe Schoolmen ; that it [the Eternity 0/ God] is. dllratio tota ji
fnlll, in which we are nor to conceive any Succeffion, but to imagin it 
in an InftJnt. \Ve may as well conceive the lmmen{rtyof God to be a 
Foint, as his Eternity to be an [njlant. . And how that cao be togerher, 
which mull neceffarrly be imagined to be co-exiftent to ~uccellions; 
Ir:r them that can, conc.eive. Arcbbifhap TiLlot!on, Vol. 7. Serm. 13. 

Or!lers fay, G-:Jd fees and knows future Things, by the prefemialiry 
and co-exil1ence of aU Things iii Eternity; for they fay that furure 
Things ~re aftualfy prefent and exiliing to God, though not in men[uYIl 
p'l~prz.~, yet in men/lira 4liena. The School· men have much more of 
this Jargon and canting Lan uage; I envy no Man the underfianding 
thefe Phrafes; bur £0 me ey feem to fignifie noching, but to have 
been Word~ invented bv idle and conceited Men; which a great 
many ever fiuce, len they fl10uld feem co be ignorant, would )eem 
to underiland: Buc I wonder moil, chat MeR, when [hey have amu
fed and pu'Zfed themfdves and others with hard Words, iliould call 
this Expi.zining Things. Archbifhap rillatfon, Vel. 6. Serm.6. 

71Mt the VI. The S::Zf-Exiflc1tt Bei1rg, '?1ZlIfl of Ner.:eJli
~tfEx... tv be 111firtite and 011Z1Zi1Jrlifent. The Idea of·jn-
7J,ent Be117g fi' - fi r 1 . 
mull: be In· l11ty or Immen tty, as weI as of E-rermty, 
finfte and is fo c1ofe1yconnecred with that ofSelf-Exift
omnipre. ence, that becaufe it is impoiliMe but Some
(cllt. thing muft be Infinite li1tdepe1zde1ttiy and of it 

ftlf, (for elfe it would be impoffible there 
fhouI1 be any Infinite at all, unlefs an EffeCt 
could be perfeCter than its Caufe;) therefore 
it muft of Neceffity be Self-Exiftent: And be
caufeSomething muftofNeceffity be Self-Ex
iftent, therefore it is neceffary that it muft 
lilcewift! he Infinite. To be Self-Exiftent (as 

fag 16,[7· has been already fhown,) is to Exift by an 
Abfolute Necei1ity in the Nature of the Thing -It 

, 

· , 
· , , 
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it felf: Now this NecefTity being ~bfolute in 
it felf and not depend~ng on ~.ny Outward 
Caufe'; 'tis evident it muft be every 1lJDere, as 
well as always, ·unalterably the fame: For a 
Neceffity which is not every where the fame, 
is plainly a Confequential Necellity only, de
pending upon fo~e. External Caufe, and not 
an Abfolute one 1l11tsown Nature: For a Ne
cefIity abfolutely fuch in it felf, has no Re
lation to Time or Place, 0r any Thing elfe. 
Whatever therefore Exifts by an Abfolutc Ne
cefTity in its own Nature, muft needs be Infi
nite as well as EternaL To fUPl)ofe a Finite 
<Being, to be Self-Exiftent; is to fay that it 
is a Contradiction for That Being not to Ex-
ift, the Abfence of which may yet be conceiv
ed. without a C6ntradietion: Which is the 
greateft Abfur::lity in the World: For if a Be
l11g can without a Contradiction be abfent 
from One Place, it may without a Contrad.i
Ction be abfent likewife from another Place, 
and from aU Places: And whatever Neceffity 
it may have of Exifting, muft arire from fame 
External Caufe, and not abfolutely from it 
felf; and confequently, the Being cannot be 
felf-Exiften t. 

From hence it follows, 
Ifl. That the Infinity of the Self-Exiftent 

:Being, muft be an Infinity of Flilnefs as well 
as of I11lme,tjity; that is, it muft not only be 
without Limits, but alfo without Diverjity, De
fea, or Interruption. For Inftance: Could 

. Matter be fuppofed BOJl1zdlefs, it would not 
therefore follow that it was in this compleat 
Senfe 11zfinite; becaufe though it had no Li
mits, yet it might have within it felf ~.ny 
amgn~ble Vacuities. But now whatever is . . ..... Self-

• 

• 
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Self-Exiftent, muD: of Ncceffity Exifi: ab{(>lutc-"; 
ly in every Place alike, and be equally prefent 
e-er:- where; and confequently muft have a 
true and abfolute Infinity, botll of I1ll7ll1!1tjity 
anJ Fu11U:fs. 

-:.Jl)'. From hence it follows, that the Self
Exiilel1t Being, muft be a 1Jl,:!l Simple, Ull
c{n:F/,zz,z,.. Incorruptible Being, witboltt Ru·ts, 
I-lgul"e, J1Iotio71, Divifibility, or any other fuch 
Prl1pcrries as we find in lvIatter. For all there 
Thing5 do plainly and neceifarily imply Fi
nitenefs in their very Notion, and are utter
ly inconiiftent '\'ith complete Infinity. Divi
§!ilitJ is a feparation of Parts, real or mental: 
,Meaning by mental Separation, not barely a 
parti.ll Apl'rebe71dil1g ., (fo,' Space, for inftance, 

which is abJollltely indiviii
• '* :;Or {: )'':7ti: m Sj':ttii eft ble and infeparable either 
,."r.rr."f.,:-t,u: _~:o-'r?.zn:ur 1:.£ de really' or ¥ mentally may 
.'J~ ., .... V ,.~~~M.i'I • I ", '" ..I~ Tr."" ~~·'r.'·'r (ut -, h 

i~~l :":,;":) ie :"ipfis. Newton. yet be partz,dly ~rprc '?Z
l-'r:ucr.Scr:c:. ad Dennie. 8. ded;) but a rem Uv-1l1 g, dl[-

. joinillg, or feparating of Parts 
one from another even [0 much as in the Ima
gi11ation; And any fuch Separation or Re
moring c f Parts one from another, is really 
cr m:l:t,dly a fetting (f Bounds; Either of 
v:::iC:l, de-firors Infinity. Alotirnt, for the 
fa:-r.e feafon, implies Finitentfs: And to have 
Pans, properly fpeaking, lignifies either Dif ... 
Lrenee: and Din:riity of Exiitence; which is 
jl:~oniiftent 'with Neceffity: or elie it figni
fies Divifil'iIity, real or mental as before, 
'wJ-Jicn is inconiiftent with complete Infinity. 
Corruption, Change, or any Alteration wbatfoever, 
im .-lies j\;Iotion, Separtation of Parts, and 
Finitencfs. And any Manner of CompoJitio1t, 
in oppufition to the man pe.rfeCt Simplicity, 

iignifies 

, , 
• 



:~ : 

';\'; !Being and .Attributes 0 Cod. 47 
: fignifies I?ifference an~l D~v:rfity ~n the m~n-

... ner of EXIftence; whIch IS ll1confdtent WIth 
Necd1ity. 

'Tis evident therefore, that the Self-Exiftent of the 
Being muft be Infinite in the flriaefl and moft M,m~eT of 

S r B h' lOUT .... Oll,el-
complcte enie. ut now as to t e partlcu ar ving the 
"Wtrmzcr of his bein'g Infinite or every where 1l1lm~nfifJ 
prefent, in oppofition to the ~anner of Crea- ryf Gael • 

. ~d Things being prefent in fuch or filcn fi
nite places; This it is as impoiuhle for our 
finite Underftandings to comprehend or ex
plain; as it is for us to £xm an wl::equate 
Idea of Infinity. Yet that the Thing is true, 
that he is actually Omniprefent, we are as 
certain, as we are that there muft Something 
be Infinite, which no Man who has thought 
upon thefe Things at all, ever denied. The 
Shoolmen indeed have prefumed to affert, 
that the Immenfity of God is a Point, as his 
Ete.mity is an InJlant. But this being altoge
tller Unintelligible; That 'which we can morc 
fafelyaffirm, and which no Atheift can fay 
is abfurd, and which neverthelefs is fufficient 
to all wife and good Purpofes, is this: Thac 
whereas all Finite and Created Beings, can 
be prefcnt but in One definite place at 
Once; and Corporeal Beings even in That 
One Place very imperfectly and uneqU1ally, 
to anyPurpofe of Power or ACtivity, only 
by the SucceHive Motion of different lVIcm
bers and Organs; The Supreme Caufe on the 
contrarY, being an Infinite and Hloft Simple 
Effence, and comprehending 2.11 things perfect
ly in himfelf, is at all times equally prefent, 
both in his Simple Effence, and by the Im
mediate and Perfect Exercife of all his At
tributes, to every Point of the Boundlefs 
. Immenfity, 
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Ir:1tncnfin-, as if it were 
~: " <'"Ie 1)0'; I1t 

really all but one 
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YII. 1":':' S--lf-E.\"jjJ~'}!t Bel7f.([, JlIull of l\--"c((/ity 
/-:' !'ut 0,::, This (Ti(!enrly follows from his 
r'ei:'g iY:,c,~!iJrilJ-E.'Zllort. For NeceiIity Ab[o
}:",-' in it 1'e1f, is Simple and Uniform, with
,ni: ~my rC'{Eble IJifi::n:nce or Yariety: An(l 
~ll \- :1r:(~\- or Difte:rence of Exifi-ence, mufr 
rete:s 3rii".: from fc.!lne External Caufe, and he 
c!"!':'i'1::7:t uron it, For to ftln~ofc en'o (or more) 
d~.r,:"':';:r ;\3tmes exifting of ri),mFhes, necef
L!":l:·-, and i1:dt'jJo;,{o:t from <::3.eh other; :im-

,. , ' l' , d' H' h h C r ~:(S t:HS p 3111 l (;;:tr.r zenoJl; to at eae Ol 

r;:em heing inciept'nclent from the other, they 
P:2:- e~~::'cr of L~em be fuprofed to exift a
lu;=, [:J t~at ir will be ];'0 contradifrioll to 
i::8;;I;C :;:e ether EN to o.::ifi:; 2nd con fc
C:c:c1;d:- neither of them will be 1\eceiTarjly~ 
E~::::i:z, \\"har{;:·r:ver rherefore Exifts neceffi-t
}-;.:-. :s~ t:-.c One ~imple Effence of the Sdf
E:·<~2;;':: Being; and wh2tfne'-er differs from 
t:".::!~, is ::";: !\'ccefJarily-Exifting: Be('auCe in 
&L :-"~:::::" ::\(;c'=-li:t~- there can he no Difference 
('~. D>.-er:. eye[ E~~i{t(nce, Other Being>there 
.,.....- ,. ;"" :1" u:o;er"- h:c '1,(Or;,~(,S the 0]'<' I11fill1'te ~. -. ' ..... -.~.. .. -, .... , ... - ..... ~-,. ..\..,. 

• 

~(.: '- E'.:!;1:C:'l1r: Put no Ocher B(:ing c<tn beSclf-
E:.: :~-c:~;r, bc.c2.:1fe fQ 1t w(;ulrl be inclividu::llly 
I ~: :--..:::C:, 2.t t:-:e f,,":r.e time t~at it i) fllppo-
f - ! ... "\ he ? :£F'r-r"11-l ... Jv ... 11' .... '--. 

F ''1:r ':e!;ce if fni1.w:s, 
,/:. T;-.at t~:e Unity of Goel, i~ a true and 

, 

r~A ;-')t F:ur.'!th·€, "Cnity. V;ith ','fJ':i,11 Prime 
:ro:~ a:i'.'l of .1.Y.1tlli"[tl Ro]l;fi~I', nr)w the 

:".(l"€-Doc1,-iWJ of the Ti'j;!lty perfectlya-
T . ~ve elJewh'!re inOUtFJ/ln.:ci to [how " . , 

-.' 'l'r '111'~, proncr I')' (. 1 .' ~ . ct. ~" 1. L.) l' JJ.dL_. 

2dly. 

, ' 
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49 Being and Attrihutes 0 God. 
'ldly. From hence it follows, That it i.f im- The impa!-

l fl ld b d :.n:. C' ll+..; n /ibili!) uf poJlible t 7cre )01/ e two I)} t:rel1t ue:J -eX1J'ent tId 
I,Jdepeffdmt Principles, asffJlIle PbiloJophcrs bave p::de~( e· 

im.1J{i ued i fitcb as God al1d Matter. For finee Prillcip!e~. 
Self-Exiftence is Neeeffary-Exiftence; and 
:Iince it is an exprcfs Contradiction (as has al- P.::g. 43• 
l'eady been ihown) that two different Natures 
fhould each be Nece1Tarily-exifring; ir evi-
dently follows, that 'tis abfolutcly impoiIible 
there fhould be Two In:lepenclent Self-exift-
ent Principles, fuch as God and Matter. 

3dIy. From llence we may ohferve the Va- The Error 
nity, Folly and Weaknefs of Spillo-z.a: who, ojSpinoza. 
hecaufe the Self-exiftent Being muft neceifa-
rily be but One, concludes from thence, that 
tbe whole ""'orld, aud every 
tbi1Z!( contained tbcreil1, is One 
Uniform Subjf.mce, Eternal, Un
created and Nect:ffary : Whereas 
juil: on the contrary he ought 
to have concluded, that be
caufe all thing:; in the World 
are very different one from an

Una fubfianda non porert 
prod uci ab al ia. Ethic. P .. r. 
1. PrQP. 6. 

Ad naruram fubfianria: 
perriner exillere. Prop. 7. 

Pra:rer Deufll nulla dari, 
neg; concipi potefi fubfi.ln
ria. PrJp. 14- . 

other, and have all manner of Variety, and 
all the Marks of Will and Arbitrarinefs ani 
Changeablenefs, (and none ofNeceffity) in 
them; being plainly fitted with very different 
Powers, to very different Ends; and diftin-
guifhed one from another by a diverfity, not 
only of Modes, but alfo of eifenti:ll Attributes, 
and confequently (fo far a: 'tis ).?o1Iible fo: us, 
by the ufe of our prefent F acultlcs,to at tam a-
ny Knowledge at all of them) of theirSubftan-
ces themfelves alfo; therefore none of theft 
things are 1tec~Uary oJ'Self-exiflcnt, b'llt 11lllfi "leeds 
depend all Up01l fome Extcnral Glllp,that is, 071 the 
One Szpreme, Unc/;,mgc.l/Jle, &lj'-e;v;ijfcnt Beillg. 

E Th;.<t 
• 



5" a . :A Demon ration 0 . the' . 
. Tna.t w; lie h J efl Spino%.a into .his . foolint ani 
, deftrudi..,re Opinion, and on whIch alone aU 

his Argumentatio1t is entirely built, is that ab.,. 

+ rC'~ fU!>ftlntiam inrelli
f.C :il, quod ill j(; en, & per 
it: cOiiripirur; h'1c eft, id 
n:;..;; c:'nc("rru~ [J !lIJn ind iget 
e"!: :-"pcu alrerius rei, J quo 
f(mr..,;i d dJear. Defini:i? j. 
W·ic-h r,-e, '':1 tly tljl~I', I:c fl.'I'S 
0'.1· !.: ;'!J': .'~d n;TtllrJm fllb
fr (,l,i,1 perri:let Exifiere; hoc 
cit ;diws dl,,'nria involvirnc
ceo':.: r' a c:: ~ !1e~dam_ li.fbic, 
p.!/'. 1. l~C? 7. 

Jiml Definition of Subftallce; 
t that it is S011lerbi1tg, tbe Idecl 
of which does not depend 011, 01' 

pre-fnl'paJ:::, the Idea of ailY o
ther tbi71g, fram wbich it might 
proceed; but includes il1 itJelf 
l1ec~O:1J'y-e.,~(fel1ce. Which De
finition is either fal.Je and lig
nifies not]ling; and then his 
whole DoCtrine built upon it, 
falls at once to the Ground: 
Or, if it be true; then neither 

p.~:, :5 ~r .i\{atter nor Spirit, nOl- any Fil1iteBeing what ... 
4), foever, (as has been before ihown,) is in that 

- . - . . .. ... , 
Senfc properly a Sttl:fJa11ce, but (the & ~~.) the 
Self-exiften t Being alone: And fo it will prove 
l10thing (notwithftancling ~dl his Sbow and 
FOJ'1n ofDelT,onfiratlon,) to his main pUfI)ofe, 
'which \o\:as to make us belieye that there is no 
fuch Thir:g as Power or Liberty in the Univerfe 
. but that 't. every particular 

~ R:;; nullo alio modo, thing i11 the World is by an 
nu;; .1;;1) craine, a Den pro~ Abfolute Neceffity juft what 
d :..;::' p 'tu~rutir:" ~U:lln prc- .. ..1 Id i1>b1 
d u::.~ l'"nr, Prap. 33. 1 t 1S, an ... l cou not po 1 y 

have been in any refpett 0-

then\'ii"e. Suppofing, I iay, his Definition of 
~ubftal1cc to be true:, yet even That would 
r e3.11y conc1u::le nothing to his main Purpoft! 
Goncerniug the NecefIity of all Things: For 
fince, accoding to that Definition, neither 
l\tatter nor .spirit, nor any Finite Bejngs what
loever, are Subftances, but only Modes:, how 
will it fo11o\\o', that bCC311fl: Subfrance is Self
C'xi[tcrj:~. therefore all there.Modes are fo too? , 

why, 

, 

\ 
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Wh y, bec:::u~e t ,('om an 17ffinite 
C11tfl, 111jI111tC EffeEls 1!nrjl'ner:Js 
follow. Very true; fuppollng 
That Infinite Self-exifh:nt 

, -, 

Cau[e, not to be a Volliutary, 
but a mere NeceJJ..rry Age11t, 
that is, no Agent at all: 

.- ..... 
nJt:.:r.J tntl'l1t.t lllt!:H ': nl.,· 
dis (hoc ell:, Cmfl1.l Cjlia! 1u) 
lnrellefhm i!,finirum cad ere 
pafTunr,) fequi dc::bent. Prop. 
16. 

Which Suppofition (in tbe preftl1t Arpl11Ze71tj 
is the Qaeftion begged; And what he after
l1'a,.J,~ attempts to allege 1n proof of it, fl1all 
afterwards be confidered in its proper place. 

VIII. The Self-exijJel1t aud Ori,ri11al G.mf: of Th:zt the 
all tbil1l,s, 11lujJ be an lutelligel1t Beillg. In this ~e!f-et~ 
Propofition lies the main Oueftion bet\~reen Us l,e~:bJl,eI''''; 

h h ·ft 1.r h' ft mll,." n-and teAt leI s. For t 1at lomet 11l1g mu te/!i;:p:r. 
he Sdf-exiftent; and that That which is Self
exifi:ent, mllft neceffarily be Eternal 2nrl In-
finite and the Original Cau[e of aU things; 
will not hear much Difpllte. But all Athei:Jh, 
whether they hold the V/orld to be of it filf 
Eterm:l both as tu the J\/fatter and Form, 
or whether they hold the Matter only to be 
Neceffary and the Form Contingent, or , ... rhat-
ever Hypothefis they frame; have always 

. afferted and mufl: maintain, either oiredly or 
indirectly, that the Self-Exifl:ent Being is not 
an Intelligent Being, but either pure unat1:ive 
l1fattel', or (which in other \Voros is the very 
fame thing) a mere necdfary Agent. For a 
mere neceffary Agent mufl: ofneceHity either 
be plainly and directly in the groiTeft Senfe 
Unintelligent; which was the al1tient Atht;
ifts Nntion of the Sc:l f-cxiftent Being: Or elre 
its Intelligence (which is the Affertion of 
Spil1o'Za anrl fome l\loncrn·',) mllfi: be who1-

. 1 Y [epara te from an y Pl-,wer of W i11 and 
, L ::: C!:o ice; 



P,.,-..ed 

Demon • ratton 0 the 
• 

Choice; which in refpeB: of any Excellency 
and Perfection, or indeed to any cernmo'1l 
Senfe, is the very fame thing as 110 Intelli
gence at all. 

Now that the Self-exiftent Being is not fuch 
~ Blind and Unintelligent Neceflity, but 311 
the moil: proper Senfe an Underftanding and 
really active Being; cannot indeed be dernbl1-
ftrated firictly and properly ~ priori; becaufe 
(through the ImperfeC.l:ion of our Faculties) 
'we know not wherein Intelligence confifts, 
nor can fee the Immediate and Neceifary Con
l1exion of it with Se1f-exiftence, as we can that 
of Eternity, Infinity, Unity, &1 c • . But; a po
Jhriori, alrnoft every thing in the World de
monfhates to us this great Truth, and affords 
undeniable Arguments to prove that the 
,\~ or ld, and all things then:in, are the EffeCts 
ef an Intelligent and Knowing Caufe. 

tlom th~ A..l fl " 1 h ~ 
De;,r~eJ 9f n'.L J • SIl1ce 111 genera t ere are ma11l-
1!erfe~fiai1 feftly ~n Things~ various kinds of Powers, and 
7n Thrngs, very dIfferent Excellencies an::l Degrees of 
~;;et:/~f Perfedion; it muftneerls be, that in the Order 
(" il~(~S and of Cau[es and EffeCts, the Caufe muft always 
EffdJ.-. be more Excellent thal1 the EffeCt; and con-

f(!quentl y the Sc:1f-exiftent Being, whatever 
That be [uppored to be, mufl: ofneceffity (b~
lng the Original of all thir~gs) contain in it 
felf the Sum and higheft Degree of all the 
Perfe~tions of all things. Not becaufe that 
which is Sdf-exiftcnt, muft tberefore have all 
pofIible Perfections 1 (FGr This, though moft 
certainly true in jt fdf, yet cannot be fo 
clearly demonftratcd a priori :) But becaufe it 
is impoifible that any Effect ihould have a
ny PerfeCtion, which was not ill the Caufe; 

For 
• 

. 
I 



! 
i , 
• , 
• Being and Attributes 0 Cod . 

For if it han, then that PerfeCtion would be 
('aured by nothing; which is a plain Contra
diCtion. Now an U1zilltelligent Being, 't1s evi
dent cannot be endued with all the PerfeCti-, 
ons of an things in the World; hecaure Intcl-
ligeuce is one of thofe PerfeCtions. An things 
therefore cannot arire froIll an Unintelligent 
Original: and confequently the Sdf-exiftent 
Being, muft pf Neceffity be Intelligent. 

There is no poffibility for an Atheift to a
void the Force of this Argument any other 
way, than by afferting one of thefe tn'IJ 

things: Either that there is no Intelligtllt 
Being at all in the Univerfe:, or that Intel
ligence is no diftinCt Perfection, but merely a 
Compofition of Figure and IVlotion, as Colour 
and Sounds are vulgarly ftq:>pofed to be. Of 
the former of there Suppofitions, every Marl's 
own COlifcioufilefs is an abundant Confutati
on. For they who contend that Beafts are 
mere Machines, have yet never prefumed to 
conjeCture that Men are fo too. And that the 
l.rtter, (in which the main ftrength of Athe
ifm lies,) is moft abfurd and impoffible, fhall 
be fhown immediately: \Vhich neverthe1ds 
if it could be fuppofer.l to b-= True, yet e
ven in That Sl1ppofitiGn it would frin un
avoidably follow, that the Self-exiftirlg Be
ing muil: needs be Intelligent; as fhall be 
proved in my 4th Argument upon this prc
fent Head. In the mean time, tha.t it is 
moft abiilrd and impoiIible to fuppofe Intel
ligence not to be any tliftinCt PerfeCtion, pro
perly fpeaking, but merely a Compofition, 
of Unintelligent Figure and MotlOll; witi 
appear from what ihall be fclid in the cnfi1ing 
Argument. 

E 3 . 7/). _ l' • 
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, , '. ",',' r nt e IE icnce. C:'nfciotl Ci1ct~, PCl'CCp tion elr 

~"';'s;: ~£'~, hnmd~'~2:~ ~. t:-:cre n:llir of Nrcdllty either 
?:3ye bee~l from Etcrni n- ,,,it bout ,m),· Ol'iSiJllll 
l.JiI./' ;It ,-:.:1, :m infni tc ~llcceHion of l\"len; 
H-~ere'"f 1:a 0:;;: 1:35 .h2ct a l\:~'Ct:!l;l"Y, . but C'VO'Y 

0:" a DJ'~-1I,I:'J:t ;:mt L()11Imlmic.ltc-ti Being; or 
e Ife t~eie Be~q;s, indunl 'n-jth Perception and 
Coz1ic1oufi"!eis, nmft?r iome time or other 
};~'-e ;-i;:-ifen purelY ('·tIt of that which had no 
r'.1~'-: QL!ali~~- .as Senfe, Perception. or Confci-

- .. .. ..... '- , ... , - ... ,. ....... " ..:::-. ..::: .... .. . 

, -_ ...... t 

• 

- - 1-' -, b 1 C"j,'.:l~ or.: ie .. "c~- I1C;'i'" ·l",-e er"n l)roc u-_ ...... \O..~_., ~ __ '-_ ....... r.. ~'"'" '-

(eel-,-,- feme Ir.teTZh;i:: Slll'eriour Being. There - '--

;1-:;,-=::, v,cas nor can be' aIlY Atheift whatfoe-
J 

'-er. rha: C~J'! deny tnt One of thefe Three 
';:-l~~":"nf .. :c"c<: ""'J,n.q.,1~e the 'rrl1t-, If therefore l.. -~.o#t-" ..... - ..... - ; ... ,..J J. _..-lL L; .~ ... _ ..... 

-rl-:e r::--, r,:n.~::r can be pro;;ed. to be falfe aild 
::;:r~iT:Sle, dee l,rtteJ' mutt be own'd to be cle
:::c'!1{rr~bl:" true, . XO\V t~at the jirjl is im-
poilible, is tTiGent from \\-hat has been al
:reaG\ [aid in -proof of the Second General 
H(;~~ of f,is Diicourfe, .. Alii tha.t the Jeco'JUl 
is likewife imr011lb1c ; ma~T be thus demon-
:C::rate:t, If Per::eption nr InteTIigence, be a 
difii:3 fi?.!1.1!itJ or Perfc:crion; ani! not a mere 
Eff'e.:t cr Co:npoiicinl1 d Cninrelligent Figure 
;ud ':\-[ot;on; t::en Beings endued 'with Per
cep:ion or Crm[ciollfhefs, can never Jiave a-
r:fen purdy out of that 'which had. nq [uch 
O:.ll~ 1! t~.- as Perception (or Confcioufhcfs ; 1)c
caufe r:f)thjr~g can evcr gi"e to al1.otllef ~my 
Per:e:Ct;rJn, v::::c:;; it r.ath not tither actually 
;n it felf, or ?or leafr in a hig~.er degrce: Rut 
flt!;.c;pri'.n or Il:'el1igcncc, is a iliJli;rtl /i!,ality 
Gr Pr.: ... f(;~t;r;r.; <InrI nrJt Cl mere EfRtt ()r COlT!

F' t: : i ',i"l r,f l'L; iH d 1 iL<:~Jt Fi gt; rc ': 11.:1 ilT otinll, 
f'i/~/I, 
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God. 
Fil:!f, If Pc!),ception or T1ttcllige1tce, be allY rcal • 

. cliI1intl: Q}1ality 01' Pc):feili011; a1ld 1fot a 11lc,:e 
EtF:~-r oj· l.o7Jlp(~/it;071 of UlIilltelligeut F~~llre and 
l1fotioll ; . then' Beill~.l elldlled 111ith Perception oj' 
((nrJeiollfirep, C.11Z lleve)' [lo.fpUy ba've lll'ijim pTtI'cly 
out of that rvbicb it ftlf bad'1/o Jiu:b !2.!tality as 
Perception or GmFi01tfl1~[s; becallfi llotbi1fg eem 
ever give to a;zotbcr any Peljeflioll, which it hirtfJ 

'. 

· ,)lot either· a[fuaUy i,t it fiJ~f, oj' at leaf in a bit,ber 
.do·grer:. This is very evirl ent; beqmfe if allY 
Thing could. give another any Perfection:(. Or.u.'~J 
which it has not it felf, That PerfeCtion '\vouJcl of ;. c,."" 
be caufed abfo1ute1yl)y ?-lothi11g; which is a pag. I;::J. 

l)lain Contradiction. If anyone here rep]i~s, ;~: lter 
(as Mr.· Gildon. has dOl~e .>(- in a Letter to In ~)'., 
:Mr, Blomtt,) that Coloil),s, Souuds, Tajfe, and D?Q\Y~" 

· the like, arife from Figure and. Motion, which ~'I: J; r~c-
h ii 1

·- r'), 1" . hr.· . 1',~ •• -j// •• 21'.,' 
ave no . uc 1 ~ua Itles 111 t emle1ves; or and R;';,:'ics 

that Figiire, :Divijbility, and. other Quali ties gf cjnccr/i;;'g 
· Matter are confeffed to be given hom God tbe l::It/t)·.d 
.'. . , J 'r.mo,·t ". 

who.yet.cannot Without :extrerne Blafpl1cmy, ,i/;· oir~('c 
· he .faiel: to have any filch Qualities himfdf; Soul. 
· and . tha-t therefore in like . 
rnariner:'Pcrceptio1Z or :'f: I1tul- .t If .with one uf Cc~c,:?'s 
li(lel1c.~· may. arife out of that DlaJogd1:s they would 1n t·cr 

Dh' h J 11' . that' the whl)lc mufi h.::v~ Un-
W Ie 1as ·no Tn~e Igence It dcrfiandingj becaufc fcane 
felf: The An[ wens very eaftc:· Portions of It are Intc:!iigc!l[; 
:Firfl. that Colours Soullds 'Iir'l!} .... we may·retort with the 

J" " J', I . k . C' h and the like' are hy nO'111eanS o.t ler !:i~ca 'cr In .1"~1·", t .!t 
..• ' . . .. " by. the iu,lle Argument', the 

EffeCts animg from mere F \.- Whole muf1: be .. a Courtier, .1 

gllre and Motion:; there hc- Mufieial1,.:.a· DanCoing-:-'1.1ftcl:' 
ing nothing in the Bo~lies or a Pl.lIlofop!lcl·, bcc.alllc 

h r. 1 . , .. J" 01 .. n.. f 1, many ql the- Parrs arc 1\1(;h: 
t. ernie 'Ii cs, t 1C ).1 CClS () t lC Mr. TO/ltl/d's 1.etter, ,Hori,.11 

Henfcs, . tha t has any mall- cJF'ntirllla lI{.:lIcr. 
ncr of Similitude to any of 
there Q!.lalitieR; but they arc lilainhr Tboll,f!.llts 
Qr Moclifications of the Mind it il.'lf,which 

E 4- is 
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is a11 1I1telljgent Being; and are not pro
perly LJJlIt-J, hut only Or.cajio11ed, by t~1C 
Impre11ions of Figure :mn Motion. Nor wIll 
1t at all help an Atheifi: (as to tl1e prefent 
Queftion.) though we fhould make for his 
[-;.ke, (that '\\"e may allow him the greateft 
p0111ble Anvantage) eyen that moft abft;trd 
Surpl'llrion, that the Mind itfelf is nothl11g 
but mne l\[atter~ 2nd not at a11 an Immate
rial Subfrance ; For even fuppofing it to ~ 
mere :l\Iatter, yet he muft needs confefs It 
to be fuen ~Jatier, 2S is indued not only with 
bare F.igure and :l\lotion, but a1fo with the 
Qlalir:- of Intelligence and Perception; and 
then, ?os to the rrefent Queftion, it will frill 
come to tl-le faIlle thing; that Colours, Sounds, 
an-:l the like, which are not Qualities of Un
intelligent Bo:lies, but Perceptions of Mind, 
can no more be caufed by, or arife from mere 
rnimelligenr Figure and :Motion, than Co
lour can be a Triangle, or Sound a Square, 
or fometh.ing be caufed by nothing. And 
then, as to t!1e fecond Part of the ObjeCtion; 
that Figure, Di:vijibility, and other Qualities of 
:\fatrer, are (as we our felves acknowledge) 
given it hy God, who yet cannot without 
extreme Blafphemy, be faid to have any fuch 
Q.lal.ities ~imfe1f; an1. that therefore in like 
manner Perception. or Iiltelligc'tce may arife' 
out of that ,~'hich has no Intelligence it 
felf: The Anfwer is frill eafier; That Fi
gure, Divifihilitv, and other fuch like 
(l.ualities of Matter, are not real, proper, 
diftincr amI Pojtive Powers, hut only N8ga.
ti~:e Q:Jaliries, Deficiencies or ImperfeCtions; 
~nd thcug~ no Caufe can communicate to 
Its Effect any real PerfeCtions which it has 

not 



; not it [elf, yet the EffeCt may eafily have 
>.many ImperfeCtions, Deficiencies, or Nega
: ti\'c· Qualities, whch are not in the Caufe. 
">f1lOugh therefore Figure, Divifibility, and 

.;' the like, (which are mere Negations, as all 
, Limitations are,) may be in the Effect, and not 

.' in the Caufe; yet Intelligence, (which we 
, now fuppofe, and fball prove immediately, 
• to be 2'. diftinCt Quality; and which no Man 

can fay is a mere Negation;) cannot polli
bly be fo. 

And now, having thus demonftrateJ, that 
jf Perception or Intelligence be fuppofed to 
be a difii1Z8 ~ality or ,PerfeCl:ion, (though 
even but of Matter only, if the Atheift plea
fes,) and not a mere' EffeCt or Compofiti
on of Unintelligent Figure and 1V10tion ; then 
Beings indued with Perce1)tion or Confciouf
nefs can never have rifen purely out of that 
which had no fuch Quality as Perception 
or Confcioufnefs; becaufe nothing can ever 
give to another any PerfeCtion, which it has 
not itfelf: It will eafily appear, Secondly, 
That Perception or Intelligence is really fi/{;b a 
dijlinEl £'II<llity or Perfeaion, and not po/Jibly a 
'mere EffeEt or CompoJitio1t of Unintelligent Figure 
amI Motion: And. that for this l)lain Reafon; 
becaufe Intelligence is not Figure, and Confci
OUfilCfs is not Motion. For whatever can arife 
from, or be compounded of any Things; lS 
frill only thofe very Things, of which it was 
compounded: And if infinite Coml)ofitiol1s 
or Diviiions be made eternally; the Things 
will ftill be but eternally the fame: Alld an 
their poiftble Effecrs can IJeVer be any thing 
hut Repetitions of the fame. For Inftance: All 
-pofiible Changes, Compofitions or Divifions 

of 
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of Flgt/re, are ftil1 l10tJling but Figllre: Anrl 
a1I poHible Cnmpofitions or Efiects of Mot;~ 
Mr. CC1'1 ete,'nally 11e nothing'Dut mere Motion, 
If theref(1re there ever was a Time when ther(· 
w::ts nothin2: in the Univerfe hut Matter an,l 

~ .. 
1\ I(),ioJl : there never could hare been anI' 
t"ing die t 11erein, but J\,Iatter 2na Motion"; 
":\n.1 it would have been as impofIible, there 
fhould ever have exifred any fuch thing as 
Intelligence or COllfcioufilefs; or even any 
.i~1""~) ..... 1 .. :, __ . _ .. I : ._1, t 01' Heat or' SOUlld 01' 
I ", .. t.:"'~, .,~ '~::," , , ', ' 

Colour, 0, 2ny of thore we caU Secondary 
Qlali:i::s of.\.fatter; 25 it is now impoffihlc 
[;r :\lotion to be BIlle, or Red, or for a' Tri,· 
8.:~:"ie t.) be transfnrm'd into a Sound. Tha·i. 
'I.,·:1"i<,·h 1'::iS been apt to rleceive lVlen 111 thi:-, 
~httcr, is t11is; that they imagine Com .. 
rrmnds. to 11c [;-m~ewhat really different from 
th2t nf~"~i,'~ theT are Compounded: 'Which 
1~ a Yer." grc2t :i\.liftake. For all the Thing;;, 
ofv:::ich :'..lcn f" jndge; either, if they be 
re21l~'" clifF:rcll t., <ire not Compounds nor Ef
feCts ,f 'what :Vlcn judge them to he, but arc 
fo:nethi!lg t0tally diftincr; as when the Vul
gar thinb Colours 2nd Sounds to be .. Proper
t;cs inherent in Bncljes, when indeed they arc 
rUH:1~'" Thol1g1lts of the J\.find: Or elfe, if 
they be really' Compounds and Effecrs, then 
they are not (Wfcrent, but exactly the fame 
that ever t:.cy were; as wh.cn two Triangles 
put together make a Square, that Square is 
frill nothing but two Triangles; or when a 
Sqnare cut in hah-es makes two Triangles, 
thofe two Triangles are ftill only the two 
nah'c3 of a SC'juare ; or when the mixture of 
J;luc and Yellow P0wdcr makes a Gret:n,That 
Green is- frill nothing but Blue and Yellow 

• 
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~ntenni:xcd as is p1ainly vifiblf" by the help 
of Microf(:opes: And, in filort, every Thing 
lrr Compo!ition, Divifton, or Motior~; is no-
tljjng e~fc bu.tthe very fame it was b.cfo~e, 
,taken eIther 111 whole or by Parts, or 111 (hf
ferent Place or Order. Mr HoHs feems to 
'have been aware of this: And therefore, 
though he is very fparing, and as it """tre a-
~iliamcd to [peak out, yet finding himfdf 
l1reffed in his own Mind with the Difficulty 

,arifing from the Impoffibility of Senfc or 
, Confcioufnefs being merely the Effect of Fi-

gure and Motion; and it not ferving bi,~ 

, 

, -• 

Purpofe at all, (were the Thing never fo pof-
:Gbk,) to fuppofe that Go~l by ~n immec1i- SmmL!:t
ate 2.nd voluntary ACt of hIS Almzgbty Power feY t~ AfT 

indues ct:rtain Syftems of Matter with Con- D?dwell, 
fcionfnefs and Thought (of which Opil~ion I Wlf}) the 

:fl 1 fi
·' . rour De-

la 1 have occa 1011 to fpeak fometllll1g more lcnrcs"fit. 
hereafter ;) he is forced )(. to re-
CUr to that prodigiouilyahfurrl >(- Scio fuitre Phirofophos 
Snppolltion, that. all Matter, ql1ofdarn, cofdcmq; 'LiroS' 

. , dalfas j qui corpora rn-.01ia 
as Matter, is endued 110t on- ,Scnii! pr:tdica dIe lufl:r.l.e~ 
ly with Figure and. a Capa- rune: Ilec video, fi nltur.t 
city of lVIotion, but <lIfo with fenlionis in rcatlione fola 
an aCtual Senfe or PerceI)tion . c?llcc:tretur, qllon-odo refllt.t-

't ' r 1 fOfJi'lt. S( d erfi ex rcafli-
ana wants only the Organs 0 lec:riam cc:rpcrumaliorum 
and Memory of Animals to pl1anrafma ariquod narle i~: 
exprefs its Senfation.' tIIr ; il1ud ramen renlO, (l , b-

• . jettoH.lrim cellarc·: NJ m 
oili ad retinendum. 'motum iml:"refT~:m, .cciJm remota obj,·c'i·. apr.! 
habeanr Organa, ur habcnc AllIm.dlit ~ Ita tanrum [enrienr, ,,: nt;n
<jllam fcnfiffc fc re~ordcnrut. -, -- ?ellfio~Ji cr.go, qt:x vul~o r ~ JP
pcIJanlr, necetfarto adha:-rcr memOiJOl ahqua, &c. H~bbJ' r.:>fh. 
Ch"p. 2~. Sell. s. 

jdly, That t~c Se1t:-Exilt.{,llt and Original Fmn th,' 
Caufe of all Thmgs, ]s an Intelligent Beillg ; BUilt." Or: 

appears abund,antly from tb, L ,\c<:llcnt r .. l- .I,':' ,:n.tJI-
• I!(~! r;,llljeS 

,Itty, J/ TbingJ. 
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60 .A DemOlllration 0 the 
ri:tJ'. OrJt'r, Bt,7lIty and Jro1ttlcJf),z COlltri1J,mce 
:md Fitm'fi of ,dl Tbht,f!.,r ht the TI/QrlJ, to their 
p"oper .wd njpt"Efi-pe Ends. This Argument 

s ~ ,Mr, '. tas }--een fo Learnedly and Fully handled 
:,~\-;,,~t,;~: both by' Ancient. an~ Mod~rn 'Vr~ters ; .that I 
~r.::: ~!r' 'do but Jufi: mcntlOn It, wIthout lnlargIl1g at 
Rn rr fl'e all upon it. I fhall only at this Time make 
U';r.t'rm ,f t!1is One Obfen-arion; That whereas Des Car-
v',i rn rr: .1 h h d d . 
L;~.,!;:n, tr.f ann ot ers aye en eavoure to gIve a 
Ad ~!r Po.lfible Account, (Po'/lible, did I fay? 11.Y, 
;~~;,:~'5 incleed, a moB: impojJibZe and ridiCl&J7Is Ac-

'. . . connt,) how the Y'(;l'lJ might be formed by 
1"<3'~._J' h.tr. f M' 1 h t, e NeceHary Laws 0 utlon a one; t ey 

have by fo feemingly vaft an Undertaking, 
really meant no more, than to explain philo
fophi::-ally how the i,tcZ1timate part, that is, in
finitely the leaft confiderable part of the 
,rorld, might poffibly have been framed: 
For?s to Pla1rts and Animals, in which the Wif
dam of the Creator principaUyappears; the r 

naye never in any tolerable manner, or wit 
anT the leaft appearance of Succefs, pretend
ed to give an account, howThBY were origi
nally Formed. In thefe Things, Matter and 
the La'ws of ~fotion, are able to do nothing 
at an ; And how ridiculous the Epicurean Hy
potht::f"is is, of the Earth producing them all at 
nrft by chance ; (betides that, I think, it is now 
giren up even by all Atheifts;) appears from 
the late Difcovery made in PhiIofophy, that 
'there is no fuch thing as equivocal Generati
on of any the me<ineft Animal or Plant; the 
Sun and Earth and Water, 2nd all the Pow-

.~ 'ers of Nature in ConjunCtion, \!>~ing able to 
lfu.. :'.-,.....-':" ."",.,/ j do nothing at all towards t·he producing any 
~ ... r: /'7 .,,:_~Ky;".q?·thing.indued with fo .mucH-as' even a 'Ye~eta
. ,1).1e I.-lEe: I (From whICh moft excellent Dlfco-
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i very, we may by tbe by ?bferve th: Ufeful-
~! nefsofNatural and experImental Pllliofophy, 
• fometimes even in Matters of Rellgion.) Since 
:"therefore Things are thus, it muft unavoidably 
:be granted (even by the moft obft~nate Athe-
. jf!) either that all plants and Alllmais are 0;' 

riginally the "Work of an Intelligent Being, 
and Created by him in Time; br that having 
been from Eternity in the fame Order and 
Method they now are in, they are an Eternal 
EffeCt of an Eternal Intelligent Caufe conti
nuallyexerting his infinite Power and Wif
dom; or elfe that without any Self-exiftellt 
Original at all, they have been derived one 
from amother in an Eternal Succeffion, by an 
Infinite Progrefs of Dependent Caufes. The 
firft of tkefe three ways, is the Conclufion 'We 
aifert: The ftconJ., (fo far as the Caufe of A
theifm is concerned,) comes to the very fame 
Thing: And the third I have already {hawn, 
(in the Proof of the Second General Head of f!l :2 
this Difcourfe,) to be abfolutely Impoilible ". 
and a ContradiCtion. " 

4thly, Suppofing it was poffible that the FYlm, tre 
Form of the·World, and all the Vifible things Orig~lIal .f 
contained therein, with the Order, Beauty fJr'/.OtlO1l. 

and exquifite Fitllefs of their Parts; nay, 
fuppofing that even Intelligence it [elf, with 
Confcioufnefs and Thought, in all the Beings 
we know, could poffibly be the Refult or Ef-
feCt of mere Unintelligent Matter, Figure 
and Motion; (which is the moft unreafona-
hIe and im Joffible Suppofitic;m in the World :) 
Yet even ill there woulcl remain an undeni-
able Demonftration, that the Self-exiftent Be-
ing, (whatever it be fuppofed tQ be,) mufi: 

b€ 

" 
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be Intelligent. For even thefe Principlc.~ 
tilcmi'dv('s [Unintelligc11t Figure and MotiollJ 
('unId lte\-er have poffibly c:xifted, withom 
ther...: h~'!ll been before them an Intelligent 
Caui~. I inftance in Motion. 'Tis evident 
r;1t:rc is Now fuel! 2 Thing. as .Motion in the 
"\\'orld: \Vhic:h either began at fame Time 
or othcl'~ or \\-3.5 Eternal: If it began at any 
Time~ then the Queftion is granted, tbat the 
:Firfi: Calli'e is an Intelligent Beillg; For mere 
r nintdLigellt j\Ia tter. and tbat at Reft, 'tis 
n:3.11ifeft coulclnever of it felf begin to move: 
On the col)trarr, jf NIotioll was Eternal; 
eithel' it was eternally caured by- forne Eternal 
InteIEgent..Beiug; or it rnuft of it felf be Ne· 
ceiTary and S.elf-.l:xiftent; or eIfe without an)" 
~eceihty in its own ~atl.1fe~ and without a
n~.- External Neceff'ar}T Caufe. it rnu:ft have 
exifted from EternitY b"\Tan Endlefs Succeili\re 
lommunication. It i\1otiori was eternally 
CauieJ. by fame Eternal Intelligent BcilJg; 
t;1is al(o is granting. the Qpeftion, as to t11<= 
rrefe,'1t Dirpute. If it \vas of it felfNeceifary 
~ij.:~ Self-exifccnt; then it follows, that it 
;T;i.llr be a Contraciidiori in Terms to fuppofe 
C:"Y i\Iattfr to be at Reft; And yet at the 

" b:1iC tiTe', becau1(: the "1- Detel millatio1t of this 
-",' :-df-(:::;i ften t ~Iotion IT. nft be e1:e,.y way at once, 

tne E:fr~:.t of it C(;ulJ. he nothing elfe but a 
perpetUal RI:!J: Eefides, (as there is no End 
of Abfurditie:s "/1e11 they once begin,) it muft 
a!i~) iml)ly a C0ntradiai()n~ to fuppofe that 
,tnere Dlig::t p'?ilibly have been originally 1110re 

or z,ys 2\.lotion in the Cniverfe than there ac
tu."l] V':~S; which is i~) verY aLfurd a Con[e
sue-ilee, t112:: Spi170"z'2 hirnfdf, though he cx-
F~Y afic:rt;; all Tnings to be lVece..ffary, yet 

fCClllS 
-
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: fcel11s afl)am.eci. here "1- to fpe~lk 

God. 

th r >(. SpinC7.~ E hie. hr. L 
'out 111'" OpInIon., Of. ra I t." I ' " 

" r 1 Prc·p. 3~· c'.~tll;' .• )~~ WUI/ ... JH:. 

l)iainly contradIt1s 1um.Le f 111 II. Prvp. 13. Leu·mOl'; 
. the ()ueftioll about the 0-
ria-inalof Motion. But if it be [lid t}l:;t l\Iuti
('ol~ without any Nec~fIlty in j ts own Nc. ~ u re, ~c!il 
\l"i~hout any External NecdHtry Cau£e,h~tS c:x-
:ifred from Eternity, merely by an Endler.; Suc-

• 

(eHive Communication; as"'\" 
Spilloz..a, inconfiften.tly enongh, '* Cf'rpu: mmutn "e1t';L,~ef-

n' Tl h b c nf, ad In' t\.ln vel r.;U·,(:tlm 
f't:ems to auert,' 115 I ave e- I ' d~rc:rn:ln.lri cit:bL!'t ;.4:) J.l~a 
£,"lre {hown, (in the Proof of the corpore, qu:::d eriJm Jd ~o
~ Second General Propoiition rum vel quincm ~et.{::m~~a
of this Difcourfe,) to be a tum fu:,r ab aJio, & ,!:.:n It<:-

rum ab alie ~'-<: {ie ill infml
l1lain ContradiCtion. It re- turn. Ethic: P,lf. H. 'Prop. 
mains therefore, that Motion 13. Lemm.: 3. 
muft of Neceifity be Original- . 
ly Caufed by Something that is Jnte1ligC'l1t; / Fag. 1:;0\ 

or elfe there never could haye heen any- fuch !C--rc. 

Thing as Motion in the 1\1' orId: Anrl ('oni"e-
quently the Self-exiftent Being, the Origim:l 
Caufe of all Things, (whatever it he 1l1ppO-
fed to be,) muft of NeceiIity be em 11tulli,gcl1t 
Being. 

From hence it follows again, that the 1Jh1teri
al If/arId, cannot pofIibly be the Original 
Self-Exiftent Being. For iillcc the Self-I:xiil
ent Being, is demonfi:ratcrl to be Intelligent; 
al1l1 the Material World plajnly is not f(); 1t 
follows that the Material "'''orU cannot 1'011:
oly be Self-Exiftent. 'What [,101C bave fo]tcL
I" imagined concerning a Sad cf the lro/'ld; 
if thereby they mean a Created, Dependent 
Being; fignifies nothing in the prcC::nt Ar,gt1-
me.l1t: But if they underftanrl thereby ~nt11e
thll1g Neceifary ana Sclf-Exifrent; thr 11 it j-; 

nothing eIfe, hut afalfe, cOHn::;!, anrl. imper
fect Notion of God. ' IX 
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n.,t tb~ IX. Tbc Sclf-Exiftcl1t coltl Oriy,i1t.ll G11Ifo ()j" 
sr!!f~xyr. all Tb;lH{~, is ,ror .11;t'I·({l~rry Agnlt, but t1 BeillIT 
er:: B<""~ • • J ~. 1 L'h d' "1' 1'h " m~;; t~.! we"le" 1:"1t) ; :,:t)' en; l. 'JOlce. e contrar:: 
Frf( .-!{,cf:{. to t:1is PrOpOl! tron, is the Foul1clation and 

the SUnl of 'what Spilloz.;t and his Followers 
ha H: a11~rted concerning the Na tnre of God. 
'What Reaions or Argu-ments they- have offe
red fur their Opinion. I {hall have occa:fion 
to confider brierl~r in my Proof of the Propo
iitiol1 it felf. The Truth of which, ap
pears 

Tf:;; .: r,~- Jft, In that it is a NecdTary Confequence 
~:tT-:r.' (:~- of the foregoing Propofition. For Il1telligence 
j~~.lier~ .:' ..• without Liberty (as I there hinted) is really (in 
; c. T· , , 6.., i~ a f P 11 pert 
i;;{, Pr:n?- ~e peel 0 an~: ower, Exee e~lc~, or enec-
:i:n, 10n,) 1tobrtcllzgence at all. It lS mdeed a Con-

fcioufi:ep, but it is merely' ,1 P.1J1ive One; a 
Confcioufnefs, not of Acting, but purely 
of being Acted upon. '\Vithont Libeny, no
thing can in an y tolerable Propriety of Spee.e..q, 
be faid to be an Agent or Caufe of any tuing. 
For to Act neceifarily, is really and proper
ly not to Act at all, but only to be Acted up
on. 'What therefore Spiuo'Z.a and his Followers 
allert concerning the Production of all Things 

-"f- from the Neceffity of the Di-
... E:.( necefit~:e Oivina! vine Nature, is mere Cant and 

~a:L;r,f, iofiJ!CJ illfillirs, me- "Words without any meaning 
c:~ 1t-cui cc~e:!c . .l:.rl:ic. Par. 1 'f b h iI' 
1. P r;. I:;. at a 1. For 1 y t e NeceJ 1-

ty of the Divine Nature they 
underftand not the Perfection and Rectitude 
ofilis Will, whereby Goiis unalterably deter
mined to do alwa1;s what is beft in the 
whole; (.as confeiJedl;,r they Jo not; becaufe: 
t;1is is confiftent with the moft perfeCt Li
Le.rty and Choice ;/ but on the contrary mean 

an 

• 

• 

• 
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an Abfolute and :fi:riCtly Natural Ne~effity.· 
It follows evidently, thatwhen they fay, God 
by the Nece:fIity of his Nature, is the Caufe 
aiHI Author of all Things; they underftand 
11im to be a Caufe or Agent in 110 other Senfe, 
tJ,sn as if a Man ihould fay that a Stone, by 
the NecdIlty of its Nature, is the Caufe of 
its own falling and ftriking the Grouni; 
which is really not to bean Agent or Caufeat 
all; but their Opinion amounts to this, that 
all things are equally Self-Exiftent, and con
fequently that the Material World is Gael ; 
which I have before proved to be a Contra-
didion. In like manner, when they fpeak 
of the Intelligence and Knowledge of God; 

• 

they mean to atribute thefe Powers to him 
in no other Senfe, than the antient Hylo%oids 
attributed them to all Matter; that is, that See a 'very 
a Stone, when it falls, has a Senfation and ~~m~~~
Confcioufhefs ; but That Confcioufhefs is no !<l;e o[ My 
Caufe at all or Power of ACting. Which HJbbs ci
kind of Intelligence, in any tolerable Propri- tel a{;01Je, 

ety of Speech, is no Intelligence at all: p.rg. 59· 
And confequently the Arguments that proved 
the Supreme Caufe to be properly an Intelli-
gent and Aaive Being; do alfo undeniably 
prove that he is likewife indued with Liberty Pro'IJetl 
and Choice, which alone is the Power of ACt- further 
ing. from th~ 

2dZy, If the Supreme Caure, is nor a Being ~~~:/i?' 
indued with Liberty and Choice, but a mere o!Ib;II;; 
Neceffary Agent, whofe ACtions are all as ab- ill the 
folutely and naturally Necdfary as his Exift- W?r£d. 
enc: : . Then it will follow, that nothing ;~rw:rntlJ 
whIch IS not, could poJlibly have been; and SpinozJ.·'; 
that nothing which is could poJlibly not Arg"mcllt~' 
have been; and that r:o lvlode or Circum- ~:ff/t~~J~~i 

F france Iblt"i. 
. -
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:fbnce of the uifi:ence of atl"r thing, couLt 
[o(.Ji!-ly h~n-e been in any refped otherwii~', 
than it now aCtually ls. All whjch being 
e,-idemlv mofc faUe and abfunl : It folluws OIl 

t::'e conti'ar ... ~. that the Supreme Caufe is not 
a mere liecemuy Agent .. but a Being indued 
wi tll Lit-ern- and Choice. 

. The:;' Li.'}rfi-quellce; .,iz. that 
'So ,-\:'i, ptlt.Ulf. Dcum c::e if the Supreme Canfe be a Ne-

,-;. :_:cl .. ~er;lm, prcptcrc.l <:cdT:.!ry Agent, then nothing 
:::c;:d roteir, ur PUtl!1t. effi- 1 h 1 c~.:: u, Cl CU~ ex enl, catu- w,1ic is Hot, COU d poJlibly h~ye 
~4 f::c:t:i c!:ximus, he.::- eft, beell; a11d nothing which is, 
;::-.; 1. :" :::(; ;,:ed..l:e ('iT/:, oon could po../libly either not have 
~l:;, ; lee hcc idem eft JC fi been, or have been di:H:erent 
c :.:e~e:Jt '::Jcd Deus p~reft f " n 
:""'.::~e, uc e..x OJ.rura rriJo- rom W;lat tis; is expre y 
2 :: :J~O f~CU,lCur. erus rres owne-l b)- Sphzoza tD be the 
:1-;0', .:rCUl!es eife dUCDlls unaroicahle Confequence of 
;='; - E~:J me [.n:s C~Jre h' d c-,.:~~ .:: L'·~tO, a fum'll.! Dei lS own Opinion: An ac-
T· '- ":l c;:r;i.: neCel1Jrio ef- cordingly he endea1"ours tD 
:": : .. ;-", , .. et iemj::er eadem maintain, that?tO Thi11g, or 
=--o..i:n ("gui; ecc.:m m~· blade of Exifie11ce of auy Tbil1g, 
~:-~:~~c·:~ :l:'~:;~~e~~~~t;Aio:i~ could poffihly have beelt in any 
r_', ::(;, rre, 3nj;w'Q; ,Equ'ari ;-efpe8 different from what it 
C~::J< rtL:'~' E:!:ic, p~r. ?row ac11ully is.' His Reafons 
1, ~ "'!. U Pi'~p. 1-. are; : I.) becauf~ t from an 

0T.~1 ex cecefficare I . 1 .J: !iJ:~~~ C!'.':;);Z cererm;D.1Cl J:jinzte -,per) eEl Natllre, i'nfillite 
L-;:, (i-.r; c,nw~ ad e:;;:rte!l- Tbings iit i1ljiniu: Jliamrers, 1l1ujl 
c -:;~ :ed et:am 3d cerro 
- ': ~ .:::·.:fr..,r.t.:m &: cperaocipm; rJu;)umq; dacur Contingens. 
~.' .... , .,... p .. ~ .. -r 

, ..... "- ... ,;-
:, .~, a:~er;us o3~or~ pow:!:e3t elfe, vel alio modo ad opera:J

.: . - ,: ::'t r;n~ nan.J u{ narura: ordo J' ills ellet: ergo Dei etiim !Ja
: _.' J .. p'J::e: e:!e Guam j:lm eft., prop. 33. Demon/trat. 

"" ·";:;_:d c.::DC p'mus in Del P::lrel1ace eife, id neceffario en. 
r' • _" • . ... ~" . " 

':" ~.:1 ".cn t::perari 1'X lioenare Volunrat:s: tAro!. ad Prop. 32. 
c. , -:';.0 a ;6 m:d.:., neq; al:o ordrne a Deo prcduci POCt. era 0 t.,. 

, ; .... - ~ .... J.~ ..... f, .... - ;;:r 4_ "'}." 

-' !'"" ~-'.' - .......... ,I ro .,,:s' 
.. '. '< :'ec-:;-::";?-: ,::".-::-::x llatUr~, irlfn::a infin:tis modis fcc;ui dc-

_ ._. ~.<O..,it 
.•••. I'~_' ,'..., • • 

'1tccds 
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,teed, proceed; and (2.) 'f- 1,(,- * Si r('~ altr-riw II<1UH,,,):J'J' 
:f' ,. [3. n: wilkor dIe, vel ail'J m·~du ad 

callft.-, iJ mly t'lll1g colt a pOJil- operaudum dC'cc:rminar; .. u~ 
My be otlHI'1vift than it is, the nJrur~ Ord 0 aliu~ d1(.:1. Erl'o 
lrill and Nature of God mltfl be Dei eriaITI oarura a:Ja vAlet 

j Zlppored c,rpable of. cbang£:; and ere guam Jam dt. PrOf 
'J' f /Jih 33· Demonflrat. 

(~.) t becaufe 1 all Po. 1 le tIm? adverfarii. ~ C!ui DC· 

Tbi1tgJ i1t all pallible Manners .dO ganr C"X oecdfirarc d: Y~n:!" 
,rot always aud n~c~lJarily exijl, narur:l: omnia nC"cefiarlO i'lL· 

Al" :p I. ere,] Dei Omn; porenr'am tbey lle7,er l-',l1t ,exT', Ollt negare vid eneur. Co;:unt.:r 
fame Tbi1Tgs, that do not exifl, emm Lueri. Deum ir,5n:ra 
n'ill Jlill alw.1Ys be poJlihlc ouly, creabi!ia ioreiligere, gu<l: ta· 
a71d never can ailu.zlly exiJl ~ and men nNurtSuaI? crefi2refi ~Ote· 
r, 1 ALl I O· If.'" rIC. am a~:as. 1 CL1Cet 
Jot 1e cella nlnzpotence OJ omn:lI, qua: inu:!igir, erea· 
God is taken away. The firfl ret; [uam, juxta ipfos, 0:
of thefe Arguments, is a plain haur iret·Omniporenriam, &: 
begging the Quefrion; For, fc imperfeCtum redderet. Ct 

igicur DeullI perfectum fta
that an infinitely Perfect Na- tuam, eo rtdigunrur, ut 1"i-
ture, is able indeed to pro- mu! fiatuere d;lbeanr, ipfL:m 
duce Infinite Things in Infi- non potre omnia efficere, ad 
ni te Mariners, is certainlJ~r qUa! ejus potentia 1e exrend It. 

Cora/i •• 1d P,OP. f"'. 
true; but that it 1nllJl always 
aEfztally do fo, by an abJolllte ~Nece.lfity of ]v-a
ture, without any Power of Choice, either as 
to Time or Manner or Circumftances, docs 
by no means follow from the PerfeCtion of 
lts Nature, unl(:'fs it be firrt flippoJed to be a 
]!IlecejJary Agent; which is the very Qneftioll 
begged, that was to be proved. The Second 
Argument, 1S (if po1ELle) frill weaker; For 
how does it follow, if God, according to his 
eternall1nerring Purpnfe and Infinite \\rifdom, 
produces different Things at different Times 
and in dift-erent Manners; that therefore the 
Win and Nature of God, is changeable ~ It 
might exactly as well be argued, that if Cod 
(according to ,s'pil1o'X.a's Snppofition) docs Al
Wct)S neceifarily produce all poiIible Dijfc1"i!11Ler; 

F 2 a 11d 
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:l!:d rz.'·;ai!5 of Things; therefore his 'Vill 
ani Karure is AIr.·.T}'s l1('ceifarily infinitely 'va
;'jOts, u1f(qlt,zi, and d~!iimiZ.ll' to it fdf And 
35 to the tbird Argument, (which is mere 
:1-.fet3p:lyfical Trifling;) it is juft fuch Rea
f,ming is if a Man fhoulJ argue, that if all 
folliblc ~EternalJ Duration be not A1ways 
2.:1uallr Exhaufted, it ne,-er can be All Ex
hauireJ; ~md that therefore fo the l:.'tL'J"]!ity 
f'f Go2 is taken ~:n·'/ay: 'Which fort of argu
jng, eYer}," nne at firft fight difcerns the 
"-e.?.k.nefs nf. 

. But W~atC:Tcr the Arguments \\rer~, and jf 
t:"':e;- were never fo much more plaufible than 
t1:e:.- really :ue; Yet the AlJertio1Z it felf, 
[':::::.] Tb.lt 1:0 Tbh·g or .il1'Jde ~f Exijlence of a
') Tb:i:t.. coull pdhbly b.ll'e bem 111ade in a'zy 
10./['[! dijfo fi:t from rrbt it m1ually is,] is fo 
palpablr abfurd anJ. falfe, fo contradictory 
t·-, E:i:peri~nce and tne Nature of Things, and 
F) the molt ()h-jous and common Reafon of 
)121,killd; that of it felf it immerliatelyand 
'Ui():l t::e firft hearing, fufficiently confutes 
2:::,- Pr.it:clple cf which it is a Confequence. 
For 211 r;-lings in the 1rorld ~ppear plainly to 
"he r::e Ii!Gfr Arbitrary th2 t can be imagined; 
~U:G to h: ... ,nolh- the EffeCts, not of lIleceJlity, 
t.llt cf \1:ifdom and Choice. A J..-eceJlity 1n
ce[d Gf Flti!f:fi; that js, that Things could not 
:-.;:.·.·e been Otherwi[e than they are, without 
('i~inifhir:g the Beauty, Order, and 'Well
bu:-:;g cf the "\'\:"'hole; there may be, awl (as 
f?r as v:e can apprehend) there certainly 
15 ; But t);is is fo far from ferving our Ariver
[aries Puq:ofe, t~at on t]1e contrary 'tis a 
circd Dt:n.onftra!i~Jn that all things were rr,ade 
2:11 ordered by a Free and a IF iJe Agent. 

That 
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That thcref6re which I affirm, contradictory 
to Sl'i110'Z.iJ'S Afft:rtion, is, That there is not 
the leaft appt:arance of an Abfi)Inte NecejJity 
of ])'T..ltJiJ'C, (10 as that any Variation wouie! 
imply a Contradiaion,) in any of thefe 
Things. llfotio?l it felf, and aU its Quanti
ties and Directions, with the Laws of Gravi
tatio?!, are in6rcly Arbitrary; and might 
poHibiy have been altogether different from 
what tl1e,T now are. The Number and Motion 
of the He,wenZy Bodies, have no manner of 
NeceHity in the Nature of the Things them
[elves. The ]).~1111ber of the Planets, mighr 
have been greater or lefs: Their Motion up
on their own Axes, might have been in any 
proportion l\\,jftcr or Dower than it no\',,o is : 
And the DireBio1t of all their progreHive Mo
tions, both of the primary anJ fccundar r 
Planet<;, uniform1y from Weft 

¥ Nam dum C(Jm~~·!? mJ
vcnrur In Orbihus valde ce
ceDrriei~, und iC;; & quoc;uc:
verfum !n omne~ .. ;t:li PHtC5 ; 

utiq; nullo modo fini ponJ:r, 
uc e;:rco faro uibueDd "m lir, 
qucd Planer:!: in o:-b:l1U' Cl'l:

cenrricis Moru eCRflm Ji f c
ramUr cor: em cmnes.··· ... 
TJm mir.lm uniformitlr.:nl 
in 1'1J nCtlrum SyfiemJrc, Tic" 

cdf.trio f:Jr~nd urn d1 lnrell
ge'ltia & Confilio tuil1e C:C, 

tet'lJrn. Neuton Upri.. P"i: 
345· -

to Eaft, (when by ¥- the Mo
tionof Comets it appears there 
was no Neceffity but that they 
might as eafily have moved 
in an imaginable tranfverfe 
Directions;) is an evdent 
proof that there things are 
folely the Effect of "\Vifdom 
and Choice. There is not 
the leaf! appearance of Necef
:City, but that all there Things 
might pofIibly have been in
finitely varid. from their pre
fent Conilitution: and (as the late impron:
ments in Aftronomy difcover) they are <lctU
ally liable to very great Changes. Every 
tbing upon Barth, is Hill more evidently ar
bitrary) and lllainl \T the Produfr, 110t of Ne-

F 3 cdli ty.,.. 
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lI'l~C:s Dullo ceffity, but "\1:"ill. "What abfotl,lt~ Neceffity ~ 
3,10 m~do, fot juft fuch a Number of Specie:; of A1ti1Jlals 
~'ra;i~el0 a or Plmtt.v? or who \.t,;"jthout blufhing dare af
Dco pr~. firm, that >f. neither the Form, nor Order,' 
duci POtU- nor any the minuteft Circumftance' or Mode 
:rum, of Exiftence of any of there Things, could 
... uam pre- • • fifi d 
duftz:uGc. poJlibly have been m the leaft diver 1 e 
~p;'m,.:, u; by the Supreme Caufe ? 
ppt.:r. Te give but one brJhmce: In all the grea-, 

ter Species of Animals, 'Where was, the Ne

* Tdcmq; did poffit d: 
!<niformit .zle ,j1}a, quoE eft in 
corporibu5 Anima!ium: 'l.'i{,. 

nece:1Jrio facend urn eft Ir.
rejiigeneia &. Confilio fuiffe 

'-

ceffity for that ~ conrormity 
'we obferve in the Number 
and Likenefs of all their Prin-

, 

cipal lVIembers? and How 
would it have been a Contra
diction, to fl1ppofe any or all 
of them varied from what 

dfc!cl"m. l'eMan Op:ic. polg. 

• 

they now are? To fuppofe indeed the con
tinuance of fuch l\1onfters. as LllcretizlS im
agines to have perifhed for want of their 
principal Organs rf Life, is really a Contra
diction; But how would it have been a Con
tradiCtion for a whole Species of Horfls or 
Qxe1t, to have fubftfted with Six Legs or Fan]' 
Eyes? But 'tis a ihame to inER: longer up· 
on fa plain an Argument. 

I t might have been objected with much 
more Plaufiblenefs, that the Supreme Caufe 
cannot be Free, becaufe he mufl: needs do al
ways what is beft in the whole: But this 
w()lller not at an ferve Spi1tor.a's Purpofe. For 
this is a NeceJTity, not of Nature and Fate, 
'but of Fitnefs and Wifdom; a Neceffity, con
iiftent with the greateft Freedom and moft 
perfect Choice. For the only Foundation of 
this Neceffity, is fuch an unalterable ReCti
tude of Will) and Perfection of ,\VifdolTI, as' 

makes 
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!Being· ~nd Attri~tes o Cod. 
rnalc:es it irnpoffible for a Wife Being to re
folve to AB: Foolifhly'; or for a. :Nature in-
finitely Good, to Choofe -to do that which 

-is Evil. Of which I jhall have OccaJio'lt to fpeak 
-11101'e hereafter, when I come fO' i/edtlce the Mo-

• 

7' 
• 

ral Attriblltes of God. 
3dly. If there be. any Final Oiufe of any The rdm~ 

thing in the Univerfe; then the Supreme proved ~l!~ 
Caufe, is not :it Nece:ffary, but a Free Agent. from FlIlal 
Th' Cr.· :J.r. s· - kId Cal/(es, IS on-.leque:qce fh.'.lO, plnoxa ac now e ges . 
to be unavoidable ~And therefore he has no 

-
other way left, but with a flrange Confidence 
to t expole all Final Caufes, 
as the FiB:iolls !:>f ignorant and 
fuperftitious Men: And to >(. 

laugh at thofe who are. fo 
. foolifh and childifh as to fan

cy, that Eyes were de:figl~ed 
~md fitted to fee with, Teet!; 
to ch(';~; "tt'"i th, Food to be eaten 
~>r .r\/~ Z:.'" ~j/.n11e1!t, theSu1t to give 
; '" I r. fi' 'II ~ ... '.r:pt:_ K ~_ .LUppO e It WI 

},ot be '.nought, that when. 
0,~C(; 9. l\11an come'; to this, he 
i~ tt· .. be difputeo with any 
.1" .:'F' X' "\Vhoeverpkaf.:s, may, 
~. . . . f: C-· J' H cl 

t Naturam finem nulIum 
fibi pr:Efixum habere; & om
nes caufas Fi nales, ni hil 11 i Ii 
humana elfe Figmenta. Ai''; 
pelldix ael Prop, 36. 

'+ Oculos ad Videndum, 
denres ad mafiicandum, her
bJS & animantia ad alimcn
rum, Solem ad illuminan
dum, mare ad alcndurn pif. 
Ces, &c. Ibid. 

Nullas unqu:lm rationes 
circa res nanl,falcs a Fi/lt', 

• quem Deus aur Natura In 
ijs faciend is fibi propofuir, 
defumemus. C,II te~' l'lin
cip. Par. I, § 28. 

:. ur ~:; ·.i\ h actIOn on:. as ea, 
ot.~)rd 1.i ! t Gal'~n de UJit Pa?'tiltm, Tully de 11 a tJlr •. ,\ 
.J..)r:orum, ~r .Boy-Ie of Fmal Ca71fts, a'1tflMr Ray 
of the 1Yiji.lo?1l (If God i,t the Creation. I !hall 
only obferve this One Thing; that the grea-
ter the:: ImlJrOVements and Difcoveries are, 
which are daily made in Aftrollomy and Na-
tural Philofophy; the more clearly is this 
Q!ll'ftion continually determined to the Shame 
and Confuiiofl of Atheifts. 

, F 4 4tb1y. 
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Fr~m fh~ 4thly. If the Supreme Caufe be a mere'Nc
.~~zrel~~s of cefTary .. I\.gent, it is impoffible any EffeCt or 
~~~;;~:'. ProduCt of That Caufe fuould be Finite. For 

iince that which acts neceifariiy, caJ,111ot go
vern or direCt its own ACliol1s; but muft ne
ceffarily produce whatever can be the Effect 
or ProduCl of its Nature: 'Tis -plain, every 
EffeCt of fuch an Infinite Uniform Nature, 
acting every where neceifaril alike; muft of 
NeceHity be Imrnenfe, or In nite in Extenfi
on: And fo no Creature in the Univerfe 
could poffibly be Finite: 'Which is infinitely 
abfurd and contrary to Experience. Spinooza, 
to ihuffle off this Abfurdity, expreifes the 
C.onfequence of his Doctrine thus; That 

.. Ex ;,eceffir:ltc divin:r na
<urx, in!1nita ilJfiniti. modh 
fi"cu: debcnr. I:thic .l'ar. I. 

)(. from the Necejjity of the Di
vil1e Nat1lre, illfi1tiie Tbi1!gs 
(meaning infinite in Number) 
in i11finite Manners 11lUfl needs 

, 

P"P. J 6. 
• 

follow: But whoever reads his 
Demonftration of this Propofition, can hardly 
mifs to obferve, (if he be at all ufed to fuch 
Speculations,) that if it proved any thing at 
all, it woulcl equally prove, that from the 
PleceJlity vi the Divine Natltre, ,0111y Infinite 
Thi11gS (meaning Infinite in Ex'tenlloll) can 
po/JiMyarife. 'Which Demonftration alone, is 
a fut'ficient Confutation of the Opinion it was 
defigncd to eftablilli. 

Andfrom 'jtbly. If the Supreme Caufe be not a Free 
tb':t:,!mprofJi-and Voluntary Agent; then in every EffeCt, 

I I ) 0 an fi . fr . . h fi h 
Infinite (or mance, In Motzon,) t ere mu t ave 
SucceJhn been a ProgrdIion of Caufes ilz infinitum, with
oj Call/e.;. out any Original Caufe at all. For if there 

he 110 Liberty any where; then there is no A
gent; no Cal.lfe, Mover, Principle, or Be
ginning of .iliotion any where: Every thi~g 

111 
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in the Univerfe muft be PaJjive, ana nothing 
A[li1Je' Every thing Moved, and no M!Jver ; 
Every tIling Ejfea, and nothing Callft. Spi-
'toz.a indeed, (as has l)een already obferved,) 
efers all things to the NeceJjity of the Divi11f! 
atllre, as their real Caufe and Original: 

But this is mere Cant, and Words without 
any Sigpification; and will not at all help 
him over the prefent Difficulty. For if by 
things Exifting through the NeceJlity afthe Di
vine Natura, he means Ab foilltely a Nec~{fity of 
Exifiel1ce; fo as to make the World and eve
ry thing in it, Self-exiflellt; then it follows 
(as I have before {hewn) that it mufl: be a Con
tradiction in Terms, to filppofe Motion, &c. 
not to Exift; which Spinoza himfelf is afha
med to aff'ert. But if therefore by the Necer 
fity of the Divine NatZlre, he means only the 
J.Vec~fJary following of an EJfeEl from tbe Gmft, 
or, tbe CaZlfe nece.fJarily producing its EffeEl; this 
NeceiIity mufl: itill always be determined by 
fomething antecedent, and fo on infinitely: 
And this Spinoza (though fometimes he feems 
to mean the other and equally abfurd ScnfeJ 
exprefly owns in fame Places to be his Mean
ing. ¥- Tbere ctm be 110 Volition, 
faith he, but from Jome Gwft, 
wbicb Canft: mllfi likewiJe be cau
Jed by fome other CaZlp, and fa 
01% infinitely. Again, lrill, t 
faith he, belongs to tbe Nature 
of God, 110 otbe1'1vife than Mo
ti01l and Rejl do; So that God 
ca1% 110 more properly be fllid to 
aa by the Libcl'tyofbis Will,tban 
by the Liberty of Motion mId Refi. 

* UnaCjua:q; Volitio nOll 
porefi e~inere, neq; ad ope
nudum determinJri; niG ab 
alia caufa, dererminl'tur, & 
hrec rurfus ab alia & f:e por· 
ro in infinitum. Pro)'. B. Dr:· 
monflr. 

agere, quam dici pordi ex I\bertate 
ad Prop. 3'2. 

t Volunras ad Dei natu· 
ram' non magis penincr, 
quam reliCjlu naruralia ; j,d 
ad ipfam eadem modo fefe 
habet. Ut morus & Quie,. 

Deus non magis diei pr
ten ex Liberrare Volunrans 

Matus &: ~uietis agcre. Coroll. 
And 
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And what the Original of Motion andReR: 

:is, he tells us in thefe Words: 
~ Cr>rfUS mmum ~'el quid- * i::'t'CIJ Body in Motion, or at 

c-en~, J d 1ll0wm.\·c/ quicr~m R .. fl, 1Hll.fl b.1"ve bccn determilIed 
d~rt; t1l'nHi debuir oia aiio J' 
c.rp:m:, ,!uod e:iJI1l ad mc- to tb.lt Motion or Rejl by fome 
rum ,·c: c;_kem dererrnina- other Boa)" wbich 1mrfl it fllf 
rum lu:t ~b ;1;1(1; & il:ud Zikcrrift h.we been determined by 
J·r"r"nl .lb aho " & ji.: in 1[.- l' d J fi .. ,./:. .. • ~ rt t nr ; an 0 01£ t1t Z1tJ .mtn11l. 
6:: i,urn. EIbi:. P .J.r. II. Prilt· .1 h fi .. 

" 

1;. L,'mm.; ;. :<\nlL t US1l1Ce ~'rotlOn ls..·not 
111 anyone of Its Stages"-ef 

Communication a :Nec~lJary Self-exijl(l1tt Beil1g, 
(becaufe the Bod)", moved, may always with
out a Contradiction, have been imagined to 
be at Reft, and is fuppofed not to have Mo
tien from it [elf, but from another;) the 
Opini"n of Spi;7o'Za plainly recurs to An In
Ji!ite Suer:, Jli01t of depende1tt Behrgs proditced one 
from (l11other in em enJlejS Progrejjion, withOJlt 
allY Ol'igin.1l CT7Ife at all. Which Notion I 
ha,"e already (in the Proof of the fecoltd Ge
neral Head of this Difcourfe) demonftrated 
to imply a Contradiction. And fince there-
fore there 1<; no other pofTible way to avoid. 
this Abfimlit}", but by granting that ther,' 
muft be frJrnewhere a Principle of Motion;;; 11.f 
1\dion, which is Liberty; I fUPIJofe it by 
this time filfficiently- proved, that the Su-
preme Caufe muft be a Being induc~ with 
Liberry and Choice. 

7' t L'. From what has been faid upon this Head, 
:"~J i/nlt it fufficientlyappears, that Libert] is not in 
ini: f?!i "n it [elf, alid in the very Notion of the Thing, 
Imp'!fi~ie an abfolute Contradiction and Impoffibility ; 
ar.d .~ntr:t· h PI.l £i N ffi d F d di119'J fir. ~s tJ e ea'ters or J,. ece lty an ate conten 
ti~l1. ,. that it is, and place the chief ftrength of 

their Argument in that Suppofition. For 
that 

\ 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
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God. 
ithat ~~hich aCtually is; is certainly not im
i poffible ~ and it h~s already. b~el~ prov~ed, that 
'Liberty aCtually IS; nay, It IS Impoihble fllt' 
it not to be, 11-: the firft and Supreme Caufe. 
The Prii1cipal Argument ufed by the Main

i, tainers of Fate againft the Pollibility of Li
; berty, is this: That fince e.very thing mufl: 
; have a Caufe, every Voll-

, 

7) 

i tiori or Determination of the + Mens ad hoc vel illud 
; Will of an Intelljgent Being, volendum determinarur a 
. muft, as all other things, arife Caufa, qu;£ edam ab alia de-

r r. d h terminata en, & ha:c ircrum 
. from 'lome CaUle, an T at ab alia, & fie in infinitum. 

Caufe from fome other Caufe, ~pi/Joza Et/);c, Par, II. Prop. 
and 10 on infinitely. But now 48. 
(befides that :in ~his fi)rt of 
Reafoning, thefe Men always ignorantl V' ("on
found Moral Motives with Pbyfi(:al, Efficil!11ts~ 
l)etween which Two things there is no man
ner of relation : Befides This, I fay,) this ve
r\T Argument really proves the direct contra
ry to what they imen<.i. For fince every thing 
muft indeed have a Caufe of its Being, either 
from' without, or in the Neceffity of its own 
Nature, and it is a 111ain Contradiction (as 
has alreacly been clemonftrated) to fuppoft: an P,1g. 12, 

jnfinite Series of dependent Effects, none of rf:Jc, 
which are Neceffary in Themfelves or Self
;Exiftent; there~e it is impo:llihle but there 
mufi: be in the UnIverfe fame Being, whofe 
Exiftence :is founded in the NeceHity of its 

<-

Own Nature, and who being acted upon by 
Nothing beyond it felf, mu:ft of Nec:cffity 
have in it Jelf a Principle of Acting, or Power 
of beginning Motion, which i:; the Idea of 
Liberty. 'Tis true, this Argument proves 
only the Liberty of the Firft and Supreme; 
,aufe, and extends 110t indeed to any Crea-

ted 
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ted BeiI!g,:' But it e~inces in General, (which 
is fuffiocnt t(1 my p~,~fent purpofe,) that Li
berty is h1 far from bemg impoHihle and con~ 
trajj(}ory'- in it felf, thai on the contrary it 
is impoflihle but that it muft really B8fome
where; and this being once eftablifh'ed, it 
\~'-ill be eaf;e to fbew hereafter, that ,if is a 
Po'w'er capable of being commUllicated to Cre~ 
ated Beings; of which in its proper Place. ' 

11:,~: ~r.i! X. Tbc Sclf-E.djle1tt BeiJtg, the Slipreme Cafife 
~t~'.c~- of all T;);ngs, 11l1lfl of J\:ecejjity ba1)e inji11ite 
i;::~~l- Fewer. This Propofition'!s evident, ani, ui:
k';!(-r~)%:- deniable. For iince nathmg (as has been a1-
c;f;,!· ready proved) can Foffibly, be Self-Exiftel1t, 
F.;g· .fa. beiidcs himfdf i and confequently all Things 

in the lTnh-erfe were made by Him, and are 
entirely dependent upon Him; and all the 
Powe-rs of all Things are derived from Him, 

-' . 
, 

and mnfr therefore be perfeCtly Subject and 
Subordinate to Him: 'Tis rnanifeft that no
thing can make any Difficulty or Reiiftance 
in the Execution of his Will; but he muft 
of Neceffity have abfolute Power to do every 
thjng he pIeafes, with the perfecreft eafe, and 
3n the perfecteft l\.Ianner, at once and in a 
11orncnt, whenever he Wills it. The De
Lriptinns the Scripture gives of this Power, 
are fo lively and ernphatical, that I cannot 
f'1rbear mentioning one or two Paffages : Thus 
Job 9. 4· He is 'Wife in Heart, and mighty ilt 

Stre71gtb; . . which removeth the MguJttaim, 
al1d tb J blOW it not; whicb overturneth tbem in 
hiJ Anger; lYbicb jhaketb the Earth out of her 
place, a11d tbe Pillars thereof tremhle: JYbicb 
commai1detb the Sun, a?1dit rifttb 11Ot; andftaletb 
"liP t'.if: Stars: lYhicb alo7ic fpreaded; 011, tbe Hea-

, ' 

'l)e'IM, 



God 
i. ve,zs~ and treaile~b 71po7i tbe 1Ya~el's of tbe Sea: 
j,1Yhich dotb great thz11J!,s pafl ftn,~mg 07lt, ~ea and 
i 1Yo1lders fPitboZlt 11l111ibej·. Agam, Hell 1S 'l~kr:d 
:. before hi1n, a'td DeJlrllClion bath 110 C01)ermg'-
: lie jlretclietb out tbe North over !he empty place, 
, and bal1geth tbe Eartb llpon notbmg: H!l bmdetb 
I 'lIp tbe W'aters in his tbick Clouds, and the Cloud 
i inzot rent lInder them: The Pillars of Ht!mJe,,! 
; tremble, and are afloni}hed at his Reproof: He dl-
i videtb the Sea 'With his Power, and by 1m U1tde.r-
i jJa1zding he fmitetb fbrollgb the Prond: Lo, tbeft 
! are part of his TYays, but bow little a Portion is 

beard of bim? Bltt tbe Tbunder of his PeIrer, 
wbo can 1l1tderfland? Job 26. 6. So likewife, 
Ifaiab 40. 12. 7rho has mea/ured the 1JTaters in 
tbe Hollow of his Hand, and meted Ollt HcaVe7!. 
witb tbe Spa'Jt; and comprebended the D1Ifl of tbe 
Eartb in. a Meajilre; and weigbed tbe JYIollntaills 
il1 Scales, and tbe Hills in a Bala11ce: BeboU7 

tbe Nations are as a drop of tbe BlIcket, altd aI e 
cOllnted as the finall Dlifl of the Balance; be
hold, he taketh 11 tbe Ifles as a very little tbing: 

77 

All Nations be ore him are as notbing, a11d tbey 
are cOll11ted to him left than Nothing, and Vmzi
ty: To whom then will ye liken God, or what like
,)zefs will ye ·compare Ztnto him? Bur I do not urge 
Allthority to !Fie Perfons I am at prefent fpeak
ing to: 'Tis Ifufficiently evident from ReaJon 
that the Supreme Caufe muft of NecefIity b~ 
lnfinit~ly Powerfu~. The only Queftion 157 

what the true meamng of what we call Iufinitr: 
Power, is: and to what things it muft be un
derftood to extend, or not to exten~L 

Now in determining this Quefiion, there 
. are fome Propofitions, about which there is 
no di~pute. Which therefore I ihall but jnft 
mentlon: As, 
• 1ft. 

, 
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O(U'-J,z.ing Jfl~ That infinite Power reaches to all Po} 
C~;::r.z:fi. f:bZq things; but cannot be faid to extend to 
Si~r.J".. the \\"01' king :my thing which implies. a Con. 

tradidion: As, that a ThingfhouJd- be and 
r.ot be at the fame time; that the fame thing 
ibould be made and ,rot be made, or have bee;z 

• anJ ?rot b:wt: bt-e1t; that twice two fhould ?rot 
make fOllr, or that That n,bicb is '11cceffarily Falp, 
ihould be T/ 1IC. The Reafon whereof is plain: 

• 
.Becaufe the Power of making a Thing to be, at . 
the fame time that it is not; is only a Power 
of doing that which is Nothing, that is, no 
Power at all. . 

Or .~·.ttuT::.I 2dly. Infinite POWe.I' cannot be [aid to ex· 
::.r.::'-~f:,r.;l tend to thofe things, which imply Jllatural 
E:'M. ImperfeCtion in the Being to whom fuch Pow-

er is afc1'ibed: As, that it fhonld deftroy its 
own Being, weaken it fdf, or the like. 
Thefe Things imply NatzlraZ Imp erfeGtion , 
and are by all :Men confeifed to befuch, as 
cannot pollibly belong to the Neceffary Self
exiftent Being. There arc alfo other things 
which imply ImperfeCtion in another kind, 
'Viz.. ltf!lr.l1 Imperfection: Concerning which, 
Atheifm takes away the SubjeCt of the Que
frioD, by denying wholly the Diffe~ence of 
)"'1oral Good and Evil; and therefore I fhaU 
omit f-le Conficleration of them, 'tin I come 
to de.:luce the Moral Attributes of Qod. 

But f04je other Inftances there are, in the 
Queffion about the Extent of Infinite Power; : 
whert:in the Principal Difference between ! 
us ani the Atheifts, (next to the Queftion, 
whether the Supreme Canfe be an Intelligent 
J3eirg, or not,) does in a great meafure con:fift. 
As 

• 

• 
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1ft. That infinite Power includes a Power of tl;c 

of Creating Matter. ,!his has been c<?ufrantly rrQ:;~~/1 
denied by all Athedls, both .Al1tlt:l1t and Or1.lfW. 

Modern; and as conftantly affirme<l Lyall 
who believe the Being, and have juft Notions 
of the Attributes of God. The only Rca[on 
which the Athcifts have, or can IJrttend to 
alledge for their Opinion; is, that the Thing is 
in its own Nature abfolutely Impo/jiMe. But 
how does it appear to be imp01iible? ·Why, 
only becau[e they are not able to comprehend. 
How it can be. For, to reduce it to ~_ Con
tradiCtion, (which is the alone real Impo[
fibility,) this they are by no means able to do. 
For, to fay th2.t fomething which once was 
not, may fince have begun to exift; is nei-
ther direCtly, nor by any Con[equence wnat
foevir, to afTert that Tha t which is not, can 
be, while it is Not; or that That which is, can 
Not be, while it is. 'Tis true; We, who have 
been u[ed to conver[e only with Generations 
and Corruptions; anfl. neirer raw any thing 
Maile or Created, but only Formed or Framed; 
are apt to endeavour to conform our Idea of 
Creation to that of Formation; and to ima-
gine, that as in all Formatio7Ts there is fome 
Pre-exiftjng Matter, out of which a thing is 
Formed; fo in Creation there mutt be coniide-
red a pre-exifting Nothing ont afwhich, as out 
of a real Material Caufe, a Thing is Cre,lted ; 
which looks indeed fomewhat like a Con
tradiCtion: But this is only a Confufion. of 
Ideas; juft like Children's imagining that 
Darknef.c; is fome real thing, which in the 
Morning is driven away by the Light, or 
Transformed into it: \Vhercas the true Noti-
~n of Creation, is 110t a Forming Something 

Ollt 
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out of Nothing, as out of aM({terial Calif~'
but only a bringing fomething into Being, that 
before had no Being at all; or a Caufing 
SomethilJg to Exifr Non';, that did not Exifi: 
Bef0re; or which, without this Caufe, would 
not ha,,-e Exifted: 'Vhich no Man dUl ever 
reduce to a ContradiClion; any more than \ 
the Formation of any thil,g into a Shape which t 
it had not before, can be reduced to a Con
tradiction. And indeed, if they would fpeak 
out the Truth, the Sum of what all Atheifts, 
whether Antient or :Modern, have ever faid 
upon this Head, amounts to no more. but 
this one foolifh Argument: That Matter 
could not begin to exift, when it was not; be-· 
caufe this is fuppofing it to Be, before it was: . 
And that it could not begin to E~ift, when 
it Wtl.l"; becaufe this! is fuppofing it. not to 
Be, after it was. Which is juft fuch an Ar
gument, as That whereby a certain Philok>
pher demonftrated, that there can be nofuch 
thing as MotiMt at all; becaufe a Body can 
rleither move in the Place where it is, nor in 
the Flace where it is 'Itot. . The ArgumeD:ts 
are exaCthr alike; And the fame Anfwer WIll 
f.erve indifferently for them Bo'th. 

But further: The Cl'eati01t of M-lttcl' is a 
thing not only 'Itot i11lpolJible in it felf, but 
what moreOver even by bare Reafon is de
mo"jll'ated to be True. For it is a ContradiCti
on (as I have ihe'wl1 above) to 'fuppofe Mat-
ter ,receffarily ExijJing. .' '. . 

o:·:~ ;',~. 2dly. 'Tis Po1fible to Infinite Power, to Cre~ 
:, ,'.:/rc.:. ate an Immaterial Cogitative Sl.1bHance, :in
:~:'; ;l~;;~~: dl~c:d wi~h a Power of bcri,:?ti1rg M~tiMI,. and 
t:f,: .... ~ S~l. WI th a Lzberty of lYzlI or Chou;e. ThIS alia has' 
.,~:-.~;. been always denied by all Atheiits. And be-. 
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Cau:fe it isa Propbfitiol1. of thc'grcatcft Con-
fcquence to Reli~ioil' ar~cl Mor:1lity, t}lctCfure 
I' fhall be lXlrt1cular 111 enrlcavonnng tllC 

Proof of the fevcral Parts of it. 
Firjl then, it is po1Iiblc to infinite Powcr, 

to Create an Immaterial Cogitative :-iubfh:J1cc. 
That there e~m be fueh a Thing a!.:?. Cngita
tiveSubftanec; th:'tt is, a Slibfhmcc incillcd 
with Confciaufi1cfs amI Thought, 1S fP·ll1tr::d. 
lJ}T all; bee-auf!!! every Mans UWI1 Ex:pcrici1re 
convinces him, t1i?;t He himfelf is fnell 8. Sllt.'
:fIance. Further, Th2t if there be, 01' can be, 
an}T fnch thing as' Immaterial Subfbnces; 
that then it is mafl: reafo'm:.ble to believe, 
that fuch Sllbfiances as arc induecl vlith COl1-.' . 
fc;ioufnefs and Thought, [Properties the far-. 
theft diftant 'from the knowri Properties of 
l\1atter, and·the moft unlike them; th?t can' 
poiIihly' be. imagined,] are thofe ImlTI:1.terial 
Snbftances ; . Will alfo, I think,; he granted by 
all Men. The only thing therefore, that re
mains to. l?e proved, . is this; That Immatt'J'icil 
Subftances ar~' not· impoi1ible, . or, that a 
Subfbmce Inpnatel'iaZ is not a contradictory 
Notion, Nmv whoever!'afferts:that it is con
tradictory ;mnfi: affirm, that "whatever is not' 
Matter, is nothing; and· that; to fay any 
thing Exifts wl1ich is not Matter; is iaying 
that ther~ E:xi~s fomething which 'is nothing. 
Which in other "\VQrds is plainly this? That 
whatever . we have not an 'Idea of, is no
thing, and iml)oHtble to Be~ . : For there iii no 
other way to reduc(~ I11l;naterial SU/Ij!mlcc to a 
Contradia:iol1~ " hut by filP110flng' lmmatcr;.ll 
to fignify the fame as Rr'vi7ig 7to

iE'xijlcm:c; Ana 
there is no pailihle '''lay to IJrOVC That, btlt 
by filying we have no Idea of it, :md t licre-

G fore 
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fl~re it neit\er has nor can have any Fx-
ifrc'!lcc. B_,- whic;1 nune Argument (eve"ll fllp
r,~ilng it to be [J"Ur1, \\';1ich yet i.:; in(ieerJ moft 
fll!~-, t'1ar \\"e have a char I:lea of the Sub
Ji.zj:(., cf JLr:ur, t~ough we h~ve none at all of 
af,": I'i:mJt,'ri.ll Subftance ;1 a Man born Blind 
m3":: (:emonttrace Irnfragably, that Light or 
L'G!')U)' is an Imp01lible and ContradiCtory Noti
or:, bcc::mi~ it is not a Sound or a Smell. For the 
rO\~-er of F:::i7.'g Light or LOZ'JllJ", is to a Man 
br·rn Blind, altogether 8S incompreheniible 
21i.~1 abD.;lurelv· bcn'nd the reach of all his J-- " 

<leas, as either tbe Operations and Percepti-
ons, cr C1,-Cll tile Simple Effence of a Pure 
Immaterial Sub france or Spirit, can be to any 
0'- C s. If tl"lerefore the Blind Nlan's want of 
Idea's be not a fhfficient Proof of the Impofii
EliLV' of Light or Colour; how comes our 
bare -\\-;:mt of Idea's, to be a Demonftration of 
the ImpolIibilityoF the Being of Immateri
al ~!lbftances? A blind :Man, the}'" will fay, 
ha3 Trfrimcny of the Exiftence of Light: Ve
ry true; So alfo have we, of the Exifrence of 
IITl1T:aterial Subr-Lances: But, I hope, an A ... 
tlleift ",-ill not put the liTue of his Caufe 
upon T:,fiimony, whatever he does. But there 
js this f!lrther Advantage on our fide jn the 
Cumparifon; that a Blind ~lan, excepting 
the 'I eftimony of Others, finds not by any 
reafoning withinhimfelf, the leaft likelihood 
or l'fobability, no not in the loweft poffible 
degree, that there can be any fuch thing as 
Light or Colour; But we, befides Teftimony, 
have great and ftrong Arguments both from 
El:perience and Reafon, that there are fnch 
tbugs as Immaterial Suhftances, though we 
btn no hnowledge of their Simple Efience; 

(As 
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(As inllecd of the SlIbfl,l1Ice ev<:n of ll'lat tel' it 
felf, its Simple SlIbjl,l1lL:l?, cOllflJercd~., ab
firaLt from and as the Foul1,!at i(;n (·f That 
.Elfelltia 1 Property, of Solidity, Wc: h:1 ve Jlo 
Idea: For to nty that E)(;tC?ljiull is the: Sllb
france nf Matter, is the Gtme thing a'i raying 
that Duration or that Exijft:1Tce i., the 8ub
fiance of :Matter.) \1/e have, I fay, great and 
{hong Arguments both from Experience an:l 
Rea {(1Il , that there are fuch thil1t~" as Im7l1a
tc ri.d SU bftances, though we ha n~ 110 I'ic:a 
of their Simple Eifence. Even the very flrft 
and moft univerfal Principle of Gr.77·it.rtzM[ 
it [elf, in aU inanimate M,1tter; }!nce it is 
ever Proportional, not at all to the Snr(.zt'!''> 
of Bodies, or of their Particles in any p.-,f
iible Sup-pofition, but exacHy to the Solid 
CO?ltem of Bodies; 'tis evident it cannot he 
caufed by Matter aCting upon the SiI:f1C-C.I of 
Ma her, which is all It can do; but muft be 
cau[ed by [nmething 'which continual1;T pene
trates its Solid S"ljltl11ce. But in A117m.rlf, 
which have a Power cf Self-motion; al1d in 
the perf<.:Cter Sorts of them, w' ich ha'1:c frill 
higher Faculties; the thing is Tct marc (-vi
dent: For we [ce anJ feel, all(l ohfcn"e ~lai
ly in ourfelves and others, fi.lCh Powcrs and 
Ol~erations and Perceptions, as Im,;cl1i~l)ly 
(:VIllce themfclvcs either to be tile Prop;: 1't ic'l 
of Immaterial Subf!:aJ1ces: or dfc it \I,'ill 
~ullow that Matter is fomething, .)f whd~_' 
ll1moft Subftance and Effential I\l\\'L lS '1St: 

have altugether as little Idea, a~~ We ];;1' c of 
Immaterial Beings; and then l~ow 2r<.~ 1m-· 
material SnbftanC'es more impoHible them ~ r~~
tcrial? But of thi~, more herclftcr. 

G 2 Frr:!l 
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~ ... ';: :~- Fr,':TI \I':~:;t ::;,:; been [6.1 011 t11is Heac1, It 
. '.' :-.. ~. ,,-::ll'L' c::1',- W :irii'n.'l" :.11 the Objections that 

· . . .- ...,. . 
, ... - .~' "::YC h:':!1 hC~:g11t b~- :\11)- AtheiH: ngainH: 

~\~ }:",t:,'!! (..f Hii71;.1;: Souls being Immmo'i,ll 
~ 1 ~ J" .,. ~ f B J F-, ;~ c :'.:::,~:: l. :..itm.:t rom Oll '-. }'cr HIKe .. . - .' 

.,- ":.:.:"~';~' :~~ r~'l1:~le r;'I('1'c j.:;.TY l··e filch things ~s Imma-
:.-..... ---.,~'J~ 11-- 'f ·r.hS·b 
\\ .. :.' -__ ~:~.~ ;.lTljl '- ~1:'~ll3~1CeS ~ ::l1u lHee, 1 311)"" lUt: u-

~.-~- ;:.-:;;' i7::::,-e "".1'1 Be, the-re is all the Re2fon in 
i .,,- 1 - -, . h r ' -1 r.:e \. ~~:- j t" hellc:n:- r .:1t COlllCJOUS al1(L 

• . ., . .,. 
• • • • 

• T~::::}~ii':g ~ul·i:-:i.n-:e D fueh ~ t11cfe Properties 
bc:;~::: r;'c n,ef: ReTI:ote from the known Pro-

~ 

f,:r,ies e,f :.\r:::.~ :(r, that are poilible to be con-
e. ~-,-c.~: T::e FC'l1ndar1011 of an the Ob.iection~ 
::;2:11:tr tne Imldateriality of the Soul, is In-. . -
t:rcl:- :::kcl1 ::;.-\\-:::.y. I fhall not now tarry 
.0 conf!der t~1e Obj.:crions in particular, 
-,---.,. 1 ~ 11 r.. .1 ',i::~::-_: .":::i\'e Oeei1 ettEn 2nd fu y al11\\-ereu 
t-~,- !~.?me.:1.. Pens; hUt iliall only menticn 
/)!:e. C1 v:h.i(:' all the ref! depend, and to 
1,~-:::ch .h.c:'.- mct~: all be reduced. And it 

- is This: ,.. That feeing the C11-
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ly means \\-e ha,-e ()f Percep
tion, are the Pi"e Senfes; and 
t:J.efe all plainly depend upon 
the CrgansoftheBody; there
fore the Soul 'without the Body, 
can ha"e 110 PercclJticn, 
:md c-onfequcnrly is No·thing. 
No".' (befides t]1at there ,-cry 
Ser,fcs'cr Perceptions, howc
'-er tli(;T' may be obfhuCted 
br b)::i"1r In-difpofitiol1, and 
[r) dlJ :indeed depend upon 
t~e 0rzar:s of the Borl? a!:> 
tr) thcjr~prefelJt BxerciJc, y(!~ 
j!1 t::c:ir }.,~7tllrC ~re really (:11'

. 1jrtly 



!Beil1g and Attributes 0 Cod. 
tireIy dift(nCt POW~T, and Naribus ;It(); mat;tI, <l:q; 

J'l":ll J b oculi" :Ufji ;Illritlll;;, .m;; 
l'anllot POJll) y, as ,as een Lingu::; IH:C per It: paf-
-)' hefore ihowl1, be abiolntely [unr tC:ntifl;', J!ee elk. LIIC},·r. 

J(Hlnded in, or ariie from, fih. 3· 
~ny of the known Properties . ~Otrr.lll ,"1; €57~ ~tX~V" n 
or - nllalities of Matter: l~e- €/lEf'Y<l<L .,,=/J.iJ.~/('l/. ;':)'~~J':0~ 
~ 'Jatl7tL~ «vv (feu I.LV. 7·3... (l J-

fides this, I fay;) of Him ~<t7UV rJ ;;d.f,/;'EI/I ,,~v b </.J'l
tha t t ]ms argues, I would 011- (Gill «:vw ~J'C:.'. A,-ijluf. 

1 y ask this one Quefl:ion: Are 
our. Five Senfes, by an Ab:f{)lutc lVecc/Jt'ty in '(. 1'.1[.. 5;-' 
the Nature of the Thing, All and the only 
Po111hle Ways of Perception? And is it in~-
l)oifible and contradictory, th2.t there ihould 
be any Being in the Univerfe, induecl with 
ways of Perception different from thefe tlia l: 
are the refult of 0111" preilmt Compofition ? Or 
are thefe things, on the contrary, purely Ar-
Litr.!1)'; and the fllme Power that gave Us 
thefe., may have given others to Other Being ... , 
and might (if he had pleas'd) have given U~ 
others in this preJimt State, and m::ty yet 
have made us ,cal:,able of {Efferent ones· in 
Auotber State? . If they be purely Arbitnll'Y ; 
then the want of thefe, does by 110 means 
infer a total want of Perception; but the 
fame SOlll, which in the prc-:fent State has 
the Powers of R~jk,iolI, Rec;ji:m (mt! 111d~11Te1Tt 
which are Faculties entirelv cliff-ercnt fro~ . -
Senfe; may as eafIlyinanother StarehHv,:,: dif-
ferent ways even of Perception alJ.a. But if 
anyone fclY, that thefe Se::nfes of ours are 
J..'·ec~rrarily the only ways of Percel)tion; 
how ,toes that appet-tr? Aml is it not infinitely 
more r(;~fr))1ahle to £i.ll~pofe, thut this is a 
)(. mere Prejlldice, ariflng from 
Cufl:om, mid HIl attending to ¥ H.IS r.,mr.n im;lgincs 
bare !-)~l1ic ill oppoiition to [lilorflforumJ LOII"i volcb,lllr; 

{j 3 Itc .l[on ? 
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,;,e," l~()t t ;1(' II have had the 
(1:1ic RcaC'l1 to conc1n:le there 
Wl're btl:- F):II' pnl1ih 1e wa ~-:; 
,-f Pcrcci1tlo:l. [IS the,- J13,-e 

. -
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nor then hare thonght Sight •• -.. ~ .. - . ...,"" _. .' _.... ....L 

• • 
.: .~G ucc:re. 

• .- --L .... . 1,..:. ;".:t.,··.f. 
, ..... - to have: been an I'l'polliblc, 

Chimeric.:11, and merely im
::gi,:.:l ;':'- PO\\'cr; ,\-i rh a bfolutcl T the [.1111[' Rt':r
J~ I:. as r:-:.C':- 11('1\- prefu!11e tl,e Faculties of im
i;:~ :cl'i:li BEing:> to be 10? that 1S, with 1tO 

R<.J/7,i: .:r .rI!. One 'would think, :Men ilioutd 
• 

'1 J' "'- b f "\ - . ,'e ::j.1~::-.e:: t.'1ererore to t' • ,::lIn, as mere-
l~,- f:-~r:'. :::(;r O1':n Negative [p:arm/ce, Witl1-
(~:t ;1;::,- 2p~'e3r.1r:('e or pretenfe of any PoJi
t.:; f _-\:';u:c:em:, tD argue againfi: the Pojiiii/i
'." cf [::e:- Beil;g cf Things, '~'hich (excep6ng 
r".>.- t:-::H t::t. y ,annat frame to themfelves 
2.:1 [.:;2[, ,:·c ~Y:,tio7i of them) there is a Con
ur:·tncc cf a:l r;:e- Rca{;-ms in the '\Vorld to pef
ii.''-3.~e r::e-::: r~ar fue:' Things Rea1lyare. Ana 
~:·.{.n as teo ,he Difficulty of ['onceivillg the 
l'a,;,;.r~ ;;':~tl :\Tanner of the Udo1t bel'ween 
~G:Jl. an! Br)ciT; ,\\'e kllew altogether as 
rr.u~,':. Gf That. as we do of the Nature (f t})C . ' 
rL~r)n (Jf C{)~'~fion of the Infinirely diyifiblc -f3:rrs or Body, to Body 0 ,vhich ytt no ?\Ian 
cc::.-br" (f: And therefore ou;-- Iglwranc-e Call 

t,e D', ;-:.< '':C' all Argument againft the Truth 
,f T::C f)'c, t:lan it is a Bar to our Bdic:f cf 
t:.L O~;:cT. 

'IE',. -171 .. 
'J '. /' ~,. ' .. - , 
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Secoll,11,', it is poflih le to Infini tc Power, of f ll ({ling 
to j,:I UC :l Creatnre with tbf. Power of BI'gil1- Cf7,m;e,. 

. l"J" ft 1 1 • 1 I. WIt j t"e 
'Ii/!,t!. Afot101l. 115 IS Cf'~l '111+- Y cCllICQ ~y Pone; ,I 
all Atheifts; l'ccQnfc the :~onf(:quence of It, b-ginnillJ!. 

js a Libert), of IFill, of which I fhall havt JI1uli~/l. 
Occafton to [peak prd~ntly. Bnt that the 
PropoiitioTl is true, I thus prove. If the 
power of Beginning Motion he in it [elf a 
PojJible Thi'1!g; and alfa be Po//iMe to be (;OJ1L-

11/J11lic,lted; Then a Creature may be in-
dued with Th:1t Power. Now that the Power 
()f Beginning ]\tIotion is in it fc:lf a Po/jible 
Tbi1rg, I have already proved, by fhowing 
tha t there mufi: r..,7eceJJarily be Jo17lf:wbcre a 
Power 0:' Beginning Motion; bcc2ufe other-
wife lVlotion muft have het:n from Eterni-
t}T, without any External Cau[e of its Being; 
and yet it is 3. Thing that has no NeccfIityof 
Exiftence in its own ~NatlCre: So that if there 
be not fomewbere a Principle or Powt:r cf be
ginning Motion; 1l1:otio1t muft Ex-ift, without 
any Cau[e or Reafon at all of its ExiHcnce 
either within it [elf or from WithOllt ; which, as p g 1 ~ 
I have before fhOWll, is an Expre[., Contraclic- i..~c: •• 
tjon : Wherefore a Principle or Power of Be
ginning Motion, there muft cf neceHity Be, 
fomt:where or other; and cOlJ,Cequently it is 
110t in it [elf an ImpoHible Thing. I add; 
As a power cf Beginning Motion, :is not ill 
jt [elf an impofiible Thing; becall[e it muH: 
of Necefiity Be in the Supreme CauCe: So 
neither is it impoffible to he L011l11l1l7ric"tca 
to Created Beings The Rea[oll is plain: 
Becau[e nu Powers arc Impoilible to be Com
municated, but only th01'e which imply Sclf
exifi:ence and ah1'olnte In:kpcndellcy. Th~-!t 
a Suboruinate Being fhonld be ~df-exincnt 

G 4 or 
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~'r :1H-:.l1ntd r l11J~Ft.'nd.cl1t, is illd~c(l a C~ll1-
:r:didinll:. bur ',is 110 COi1(radldi(\\1 t(l iup-
1,,1 ~i:i t in.:uC'd v:i:h :lll)r Or iJer Power whal-
.;", .. ,-.,,- r''''l'--~' £-"'111 il-Cr., 11-11()w the _{ \.. I~.... J. -l .- .~&.~. J l JI J,.t,... . \. 

":' ~.;;:.~ ';':"''-<; ,):';"'J..'C' '>!'t' '-L~l .. \r "o'lf-IC\CJlt tlmt :"'\ .. ~ ... _1_ •••• ~\" ......... _ 1.._ ... , '"" • \ \,.. 1 , 

':: L"l"'cr 0:' J.~t':-:1il1;iq:; =\Io!)c;l1. is ]!()thing Ids 
~~''''i 1- ';"_.T •·.• .• 11'1-1;), It.'''L-·11t!i''lt 01' bel'nO' able 
.... - • .l \.. • I . ~ I.. ~~.., £_". I .... - , b .... ., .. 
~,) ./1...:: Il;':~ rCil,lcntl:-- from all:'-~ Su})enor 
C:i:1t:-. Bll: tl1.lS is only a c11il?:i:fh trifling 

. V .. -::·1 \\-c~rJ:i For:1 PO\rei· of ACting jndepen-
,"", __ 1,_ ;,. _7~:. 5"1";' c·0·11ml111:,.",tc.-l at the 

.... a ~ .. .1 ) • I. . L •• 1.\ .. 'J., ! J. 1 \. ..:.i.... '" • 

rl-:::{;.!l·e c·f t:le Supreme Caufe, ;;nd continued 
_._1",_ (::.~--,,:, .. ~ t"e i~-me vGo·l Pl~r"Ii-'llr'" 1-'" no 1.';:;) ~"-~~!.:; J_ ..>! 1 1:>' c.,_ ''', ., 
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. . 1)=::-"'1:'::;;:':; c,f T.;;:; 2re not fo fond t:O make a 
. 1"'" k h C~~,':-;'::~1::'1::l Lre:''ttl011~ as t}J~\- Jre to ma ~e t Je 

P .='.':-:r cf ::=:t:lf-moticll :t C(~,minllal External 
1,,·--·, .:~ .. ' (;. -~cr'l r'ioe p,.-,,' I' r-..f t' "':1'- OOiif!'i-..... ) ____ "- ..... L ... _~ ... .LI. ...... "c \- 'wti~ 

.. .' 0 

C·"' c;' :"" -- C·f~"""- l-r:r.~,,,). "·",,,~.ro(T-er C~11 be ...... ... .... __ ' ____ '-_ v ... to ,. J.~ll' " , a 
{'."::~ .. ..., ;'c·;-,v' In~eI"'''11clr.l·~'- 111 rt·~11't}T 'tl'S _ .... 10. l;J ___ 4.t.".. .-_ ............. ~'- .l".. , • aJ, 
•. '":' -"c-::.- ... ~,--;:, , 1 .... 1 .-. f(;" 
.:. .. c:::c .,.,,~ ..:S !:~:n to concen-c.-, iiOW lOl1JCZ-

( ,. ': .. ' :-. r,T' ~ 'ce "1' -.\"'"" nf 1)c",·c-,,·,'r'l i1101-1d be •• _~/'.J" ..... t..__ U .\.~. /l,;'j'l. _II, ..1 .f 

. , c: IB' h ~n-.,·- .. t·,-, '-"~. tA., , .. c.,tC( "'lln- as ow l , '.. ;: ..... ,l ","":.: "" .-.. ..:, f); 
1 ;~;: P'.l'.'.·cr of S:lf-:iIoriol1 lhoul<l be fo. Un-
, " n ""h- l' If''. b 1::'., .. rc'; upiiv;! be .l~o:;}ll1g e .1.(; 1U.t 2. mere 
p::ii.1'e RecL'.i:'!l..'l1 of Impulfc::, whch I fup-.('- - ..... , rI" r· .;:; ;5 ;:$ (Ear Uctt It 15 not, as tnat a n-
~'.n'lr-:. ·'r" ,. S"lll'C[ 01' t"'a t" t::) G101'c l'S 110t a ~"r; ... !~ L" ., , ' .... 1 , j.. c;. • • • 

C';'U;-, Y·;t no 1\l".n d(;ubrs, but that He 
::;::.Elf ar:d all Or11c:rs :lct"C truly a Powe.l' 
r f PO'l 'ptio;;: .And rncH.frjl'e in like manner, 
( . I: i','C:"~ r ]-; ctru it may 1,(; r u Conceive, as to the 
~ii.~~:!::1i' of it:, yC:t lince, Ct5 has heen now pro
"'.::, it ('<in never be [huw}1 to be :impol1ible 

. ~~~1(1 r::-:prcDy conrradiCtury, that a Power of 
S:!f-.:1iotiuiJ f'nQuld be: communicate;d,) I fuppofc 

l'lfU 
• 
• , 
I 
I .. 



Being 'and, ·.Attributes ·oG()d. ," ~ 9 
110 conirc1ering Man can (loubt, Imt that he 
attuallr lms alfo a power of Self-1:t[otioll. FOt" 
the .i\.rglll1lCnt drawn from contInual Expe
rieJlce and Obfervation, to prove that we 
lmve ioch a power, are fo {hong; that no
thing le[s than a ftriCt Demoi1firation that 
the thing is abfolutel)T il11poilible, and im
plies an exprefs contradiCtion, can make us 
ill the le:?.ft .d(mbt that we have it not. We 
have all the fame Experience, the fame 
!vIarks amI E-Iridence exadly, of our having 
rea11Y a POV,rer of Self-motion; as the rigid
eft F;talifl: could pofiibly contrive to require, 
if he was to make a Sztppojitio1Z of a Man's 
being indued with that Power. There is no 
one' Thing 'which fuch a lvlan can imagine 
ought to follow from the Suppofition of Self-

. lv.Iotio71, 'which every Man does not now as 
much feel and actually experience ill Himfelf, 
as it can l)o:iIi1:>ly be imagined any Man WOl11il 

do, fuppofing the.Thing were true. 'Where
fore to affirm, notwithitanding all this, that 
the Spirits,' by \i,rhich 'a Man moves the Mem
bers of his Body, and ranges the Thoughts 
of his Mind, are Themfelves move1 wholly 
by Air Of Subtler l'ilatter infpirecl into the 
Body; and That again by ,other External 
Matter, and fo on; as the \Vhee1s of a Clock 
are moved by t]le Weights, and thoCeWeights 
by Gravitation, 'and fo on ; without a :Man's 
having the leafl: Power by any Principle 
within himfe1f, to think ~Illy one Thought, 
af iml)cll his own HT)irits in order to move 
any Member oC his Body: All this is fb con
trary to Experience tlnd ·till;.· Realcm of J 'hings, 
that unlcfs the Idea of .. \'dj'-1IJOlioll were in it 
Cdr as c;;vidently ~1l1r.1 l. '{eMfy a Contradidiol1, 

as 



• 

A Demon(lration '0 the 
a~ t~1at two and t",o fhou1.:l make fifteen, ! 
jUan ought to bcaf11amed to talk at that Rate. 
N'ay·, ~ lvfan 0f any c:onfirkrable degree of 
l\foddt)'", would CVUl in that Cafe be almofl: 
tempcd rather to i!oubt the Truth of his 
Faculties; than to venture boldly to a:trert 
one fo jnrolerable 211 Abfurdity, merely for 
the avoiding of another. There are fome 
indeed, who denying Men the Power of Be
gimlhf!5 lliotion, would yet feem in fome Man
]1(:f to account f,)f their ACtions, byalIo·wing 
them a Power of Deter1llil1iug 1\10tion. But 
this alfo is a mere ludicrous trifling with 
'\\"ords. For if that Power of Determining 
:Nfotion, be no other in a l\.1an, than that 
which is in a Stone of Reflecting a Ban om: 
cfrt,lin Wily; tJ1is is juft nothing at al1. But jf 
he has a Power of determining the Motion of 
his Sp:r:ts al1Y n'ay, as he himfelf pleafes; 
this is in all Re[pecrs the very fame as the 
Po·wer of Begimtiug lliotiOll. 

Of th:. TbiJ'Jly. 'Tis poffi1)le to Infinite Power to 
P'f!i.'rfltJ endue a Creature with Freedom or Liberty of 
of Indurn{ "l,T OIl I . h r. ffi 1 1" 
a c' e01t~re' 1. t TIllg t lU ce tJ1at t 11S IS at once pro-
."irh Free- ved by the fame Arguments, and in the fame 
dom of 0- lvIethod, as I juft now proved Self-motion or 
:;:1 of a Power of beginlling Motion, to be poHible : 

I • (.,=-:::.. beGwfe Liberty muft of necefiity Be in 
the Supreme Caufe; (as is at large proved in 

rolg. -4. the .Ninth General Head of this Difcourfe;) 
and therefore cannot be impoffible and con
tradiCtory in the Nature of the thing it felf: 
And, becaufe it implies HO ContradiCtion to 
fuppofe it c01JJ11lzmicated; as being 110 harder 
tn ('()ilceive, than the forementioned power 
of Bet)mdl1g Motio1l'- And, bt:caufe the Ar-

guments 



j Beine: and Attributes 0 Cod. 9 ( 
jguments drawn from Experience ~nd Obfer
'vation are ftronger on the one fIde of the 
. Qnefti~n, than thofe arifing merd}T from the 
Difficulty of our apprehending t.he thing, can 
be on the other. Lut for::!fn11lch as this is tIle 
Queftion of the greatef!: Concern of ail, in 
Matters both of Religion and Humane Life; 

:and both Spinoz.a and J\.lr. Hobbs, and th(:ir 
;Followers, have with great Noife and COIl
: £dence cleniect. it: I {hall therefore (not C011-

. tenting my felfwith this,) indclvour to {hew 
:: moreover, in particular, the '.Veaknefs of the 
'Principal Arguments, by which thefe Men 
· have pretendeif to demonft:-ate, that there 
cannot po./libly be any fuch Power in Man, as 

· a Liberty oflrill. As to the propriety of the 
· Terms, whether the "Will be properly the 
· Seat of Liberty or not, it is not now to the 
· Purpofe to inquire: The Queftirm being, not 
• 'where the Seat of Liberty is; but whether 
· there be at all in Man any fuch Power as a 

Liberty of Choice and of Determining }~i" 
own Actions; or on the contrary his Actionr,; 
be all as Nece{fary, as the Matiom of a 
Clock. The Arguments by which Spi1toz..(r, 
and Mr. Hobbs, have attemptecl to maintain 
this latter itde of 1..h~ (bleftion, are all pl...in
ly reducible to there two. 

TjI. That fince every Effect muft neer1:> be 
l')rnciucecl by fome Caufe; therefore, as every 
Motion in a Body muft have been ("auferl by 
the Impulfc of fame other Body, ancl the 
Motion of That by the Impnlfe of a Third; 
fa every Volition, or l)etermin~tion of the 
\V'ill of Man,mufi needs be produced by E)me 
External Caufe, an.l Th~t in like manner be 
the Effcfr of fome Third: .And cOllfcqncnt-

ly 



A Den:J01;firation 0 the' 
JT that there C3nnot p(JiEbly be anY' fllCh I 
Th:ng in Nature, 35 Liberty or Freedom of! 
"It"ll l. 1 .~ 

:,ny. ThH Thinking, 2nd a1l1ts i\-focics, as 
'l,-illil;g ~illJ the like, are Qu~litjcs or Af
Lcl;I..":S t,f 1I::ntcr: and confequently, llnt\" 
°i;"; Til ;liitcii: tbar ~Lzttcr h:1s not in it [elf a 
r('\'.\·c~' clB7gllin.il!~; ~,,[otion, or givillg it felf 
;'.i'.:- l11~llJll,Cl: c·r !:etern:jl1~t~on "rhat[o.ev~r; I 
lli-,l':'[OfC 'tIS (ndellt hktv.-rfe, that ·tls 1m

ro~'!ible r::cre HlOUU be any fueh thing ~1:S 
F· .. ·~- ~o"'"' of 't-:11 l\..t:~~ 1!.. "J. .. 

,k . .!~ ',z':r ~c.'V: to there Arguments I oppore, anJ 
;< :':'- • fn3.:1 endeayour bridlY to clemonfrrate, the 
t::: ~~~. , .... t::ree follo\\-ing Pl'Opofitions . 
... ~ •• '-..!...;.) 

• 
J ... ·~·..J··"'s ..... e' ', ... ,. 

~;;.:::.';:. r~~ If. T:12t ere1"}T Effect cannot poffib1y be 
l'::.ir: .. ~' the 'Pro ~u..::t of External Caufes; but there 
~J L;;r:). !T.ulr of :l'eceiIty be Some\·vhel:e a Beginning 

· 
• 

• 
, 

("If OF(ra :ion,or a Power e:f ACting without be
l::g anrccdelltly :aCted uJ?on : And that this 
Pc 'wer n:ay be, ~nd is, 111 )1([<111. 

:=d!y. Tl::.?t Tliill]\:ir:g and \Villing, neither I 
are, nor can be, Q]laJities and Affecrions of I • 

Abner:, and conie:CjucIltly not concluded un- ; 
2er the Laws t;:ere·f.;~ 

• 

-;dly. Tbat eren fuppofing the Soul not to 
be a JifrinCt Subftance from Body, but that 
T~il1kil;g and l,\'illing could be, and were iu
ccecl, enJ,Y o.u:~litjes or AffeCtions of Matter; 
j"e:t eW:11 TU. would not at a1l affecr the pr<:
n lit Qudrir;n, I~or prove Freedom of Will to 

· .. 

'r' .' be. ;.." "( if: 1-1 (; 
I' '. :':' e '-. "1') ., . . 

1)" •• :,.. I/f, cnry EffeCt cannot poffibly be the 
'~:'.~"~/:'.I:', p;'(,(:i.l.:r of exnrnal C~'H1res; but there mufr 
~/o.- :,:.~;;: ~ r..f l1 ~ (.'c! by be; 101iH.;W here; u Beginning of <":?pc-
~;;. ra tlon, 

, 

• 

• 

.1 

I 

• • 

" 

• 



God. 
ration, or a Power of ACting -withc:ut 1)cing 
antecedently aCl:ed upon: Ancl tl1ls Power 
'ma)T be, and is,. in Man. The fcverall)arts 
\of this Propofitl011 have been already provcrl 
'In the Sec-nld and Nil1tb.Gcneral Heads of thjs rg- T2; 
Difcourfe, and ill -that -part of this 'J,mth ('Y 64· 
: Head; which is concerning the Poii"lbiLty 0 ~- 1'.1;;- E: 7. 

i the Power of Self-Motion being C0111IDuni-
: cated to -Created Beings. I fhall not therefore 
i here repeat the Proofs; but only allply them 
to Spillooz.a's ancll\1r. Hobs's Arguments, fo fc~r 
as is necefTary to fhow the weaknefs of what 
they have [aid. upon thiH Head in Oppoiltion 
to the Poifibility of Li.berty or Freedom ot 
·Will. Now the manner of their Arguing np
on this Head, is this. That every E.ffeEt 1il1~(f 
')teeds be owing to Jome CaitJe ; and tbat (:auft 1J!71fi 
produce tbe EjfeEt:>(- ner:eOarily ; _ 
becallJe,~f it be a Jujjicietit GtuJe, * Quicllnq; llnOuam Ef. 
the Ejfef.1 ca1Znot bilt follow; fectus prcriucb1s fir: prc:duc
and iJ:' it be not a 'l1/licic1it eus eft a Call1.l neceffarill. 

'J J I JJ NaIll Cjllod produtrum eft, 
Ca7tft, it will not be at all caufam habuit inregram,boc 
a CallJe of that Thing: Tbus eft; omnia ea quibus fuppo
for il1jlallCe, t whatever Bo- fitis EffeB-um nOI1 fequi inte!-
d - d l il Jigi non pomc : ea vero C;tU
y is 11l07Je, miljl ;e '11to've fa necelfaria cft. IiobbJ Fbi-

by fame otber Body, 1~,bicb it lofophi,t prim.t, cap. 9. 
felf likewift l1wJI be mowil ~y t Corpus motum vel guier-
r: 'T'L' d dr:' Z cens, ad motu III vcl QlIit!tcm 

Jome .J. mr , an )0 01l 1VZt Jout determinal'i dcbllit ;l\) :tlio 
End: That the \\ Will, in like corp')re, quod edam ad Mo-
1}ZamZer, of ~'m:; 'l)Olltnt,lI] Age1tt tu:u vel Quiecem derermll.a-

tum fuic an alio, &: il!llct ire
rum ab alio, &. fie in infinitum. Sp;lIo~a wbic. PilI'. II. Prnl'. J 3. 
Lemma 3. 

II Unaquregue Valido non pOten Exinerc, ncq; ad operandullI deter. 
minari, niii ab alia caufa determinetur, & h::t'c rurf'lls ab alia; &. lie 
porro in infinitum. !d. Etbic Par. I. I'YOl"32, Dcmol!fh.zt. 

I coltceivc, nothing taketh hr:ginning from it felf~ but from the 
Amon of fomc immediate Agcnc without it fdf. Anll th3C 
therefore, when firf1 a Man had an Appetitc or will to- r()I!I~' 

tll I:l I'; 

, 



.94 A DOJJOJl tt'c 
immcdi· 

- . , . 
fed 

,,,uJl of 7;rCt:fJit)' he ¥-Y- tlftr,.. 
ll;h:,'d l)' flmc extent,rl (;11tP, 
<17iJ 1:~t by ,77;.1' Power of Jet,'I'_ 
mi;;i'lg it feU: i"herem 111 it .FIr 
A1!d tint Etcnt.21 L:771fe, 11l1~fr 
be Jct:':'mi1:cd 1tt"Ct'f}:7rily by Jollie. 
otber .... :IlIp, Exto:1fJ[ to It ; a7:t/ 
fo <'n 11,itbont E1tJ. From all· 
which it eviden: ly 2ppears,. 
tl1at All t 1,at thefe lVlen urge i 

a.::aill1t the Poil: bili t y of Free- . 
do:n, <:Xtfnds equally to alIi 
other Beings (not ex::epting: 
the Slip."oue) as 'well as to il 
?lren; ann t Spi?10::"1 ill ex-!, 
prefs 'Vords ccnfdT::.s it. 
1\-herefore confequently,what 
tTer noife they make of the 

}" ""''''J \',' l·t'~·C . • .... _ .... "'.1.'- ... 

f" .• , l~' ''', :: "e! i:lud v<,!c:r-. ., . 
c.;'~ G::~ii--:\ ''l'':'1!r l CJulJ, 
c.1. ..::" ,n .l.':) .i",a de-~rmt-

1 .. , " ..... l-.,,_ :tP-l'ITI JL 
4'" ....'-- ...... ~. • \,. l ::J . .. .. " ~ . 

;: ".! .. ~. I:.: 'n ·~~rt:1:rum _"PI-
r-:" ' .. ::':c· .• r.1.r. Ie. J'ro'. .. . 

• • ....... .. :~:. • .; J:.e, pl~. -:;. 
- •.... ~ ·.rl';···r D'" non ~.~ ..... J"._ '0.1, ;. •• T1:, 

, , , 
Ct";:~~-· c:-.: .~~er'=Jle VO!tHica ... .. 
t · . , . · .. . . -.. · ' I :_, ... F ....... 

- - -
mig:1t:r Strength ancI Demon-

f:r:n:\-e Force of their Arguments; all that 
t:,c'· 13.'·, a:"nount5 3.t lait to no more but this 
(inC- mort abfurd Condllilon; th2t t bere is 7to 

,,7;:r:, ?!or C11t p~(jiMy bt', ,?il)' PI i1:dple of Mo
ih:: (;1' Efg~i7i:irg of Operation M cdl; but e7:ery 
Tbi 1l~'; ;) On Fd ,::c!:jj:rrily, I y I1fZ eten:al Cbaiu of 
D,[',':;a':n Lai!J'~''i L111d EffeB:s, 1FitbD21t any I7Ide
Ff,:,ic;:t Origiiul. All their Argument" there
f. :-e on r:-,i:; Head, are alreacl y ani\;rered in 

':,t ~ t>e S-:COild. and ]l.zmb General Heads of this , 

::i.. Difcourl~ ; (w'-ere I proved that there muft of 
:-;-eceiTitr be an Origi7!.1I, Indepe1!dent and Free 
l'rir:cjple of ~-1Gt!Ol1 or ACtiul1; and that to 
fuppote an enclId;' SucceiEon of Dependent 
Cmfes ani Errec..ts, without any Original or 
Firft an1 Self-actuating Prillciple, is fuppofing 
;;, ,C;~Ti&; of dependent Things to be from E{erni
:j Piv.JL:c<:d by .... Yotbing; which is the very 

fame 



fEeing and Attrihutes 0 God. 9 ) 
fame Abfurdity and Contradiction, as to flIp· 
pofe Things prod~c~cl by Noth~ng at any defi-
:nite Time; the Ablhty of Notlung to procluce 
anv thing, being plainly the fame in Time 
or "in Eternity.) And I have moreover pro\"ed 
e:.; a/Jlt1ld.111ti, in the fon:going part of this 
Tentb Head, that the Power of beginning Mo- p.Ig. rfr; 
tion is not only po.ffible and certaiu in it felf, 
but alfo pojJible to be c011l1J1lt1ticatea to Finite 
Beings, and aau.!!ly b in Man. 

2dZy. Thinking and 'Villing neither are, Thttt 
hor can be, Qualities or Affections of MItter; Tbin~;r1g 
and confequently are not concluded uncler the ',1!'d WIJ-

h f Tl ,. 'l-bl 1 )(. lng, r.el-Laws t ereo . 1at 11s po" i e t 1Cre may ther an.' 
be Immaterial Subftances, the Notion not liar can 'be 
im11lying a Contradiction in it felf· hath al- Af!etficIIJ 

Propofition. Further, That Thinkil~g and .J - -

Willing are Powers entirely different from 
Solidity, Figure and Motion; and if they be pag. 57-
different, that then they cannot poHibly arife pal.. SS. 

from them, or be compounded of them; h2th 
likewife been already proved under theEi,!,btb 
General Head of this Difcourfe. It follows 
therefore, that Thinking and ·Willing 11la] 

pojJibly be, nay that they certaillly a11d neaf-
J.:trily are Faculties or Powers of Immaterial 
Subftances : feeing they call1Zot po/jibly be Q].la-
lities or Affections of Matter: unlefs we will 
~onfound (as fame have done) the Ideas of 
things; and mean hy ftfatter, not what the 
Word in all ot11 er cafes fignifies, a foli.! SlIb-
fiance capable of Divifion, Figure and Moti-
vn, and of whatever Properties can arife from 
the Modifications of thefe; but SII/;jlance in 
general, capable of unknown Powers or Pru-
perties entirely different from thtfe,and from 

whatev~l' 
• 



A Demon the 
• • 

w;':1tcn:.'l" ("2n poffibly- rcfult from thcf~ : Tn 
W;,iC';l confuf(d Senfe of the 'VonI, could 
.!If.lttO' be itlppofecl nerer fo ("ap:J blc. (£ 
Til111];':lP:':;: and "-illing; yet in That Scnfc." 

~ '- -
(as I fh~.:l fhnw prcfently-,) it WGul!l figllif> 
J1or;,jr:g at all to t]le Pllrpofe or Ath-ant[ip: 
cf cur Ai"\-erfaries. In the mean Time, 
l:c)"w great an Abfurdity it is to fuppolc 
Thinking :lnd \Villing to be Qualities or Af
f ... '':::CJ:s elf iIJ.ltrcr, in the Proper ~mll Ufua1 
~C'd::· of t::e \Yord j may fufficientl_,r appe:::r~ 
\\-ir':l'l!t cm.~- foreign Argument, from the 
SC'nl"ckfnds of 1v1r. Hobb.~'s Orm Explicatiori 
cf t::'e ~ature and Original of Senfatinn anrl 

Confcioufilefs. The immedi.rte 
_ "'. Eo: c,,:, ::~e::<::Jr, ~~n- Cmfo of &1if.rtio1t, ;y. faith he, 

•. .,.' .:11"~;'- '~-''''1 ell.! "1m 
~~~;>::J"~~:'-';~.:~' "e;fi;;is is tbis: Tbe ObjeEl, or Some-
O~::::;_:-;'l G~:mL:TL 5.: ra:-;g~c thin.z fhr;.'h:g from it, preJJetb 
c·; -r-::-:'. -: s! cr;:m crg.a,~i tbe ouurmojf part of the Orga7!, 
~:~~.-:e/~~:;~~:;;~;~;:~~~;;r!~r~ aud Tb,!t Pr~lJllrc is communica-
c-:::: ... ~;:.~; ::-;rcr::;:l in ted to the h:;;ermofl p,rrts of tbe 
rr ~: .. : 1111 eit; ~,; ;:l prO!='l- Organ; 7fT bere, by tbe RtjiJ!allce 
p ~·:cr prdfo, (;';e ~:1~1l-5 or Rr,r8io1l of tbe Org.m, call-
~ .. -:-. :-~r t'lr:(: O-~'=:l! (In- ji n IT, d 
...... , . ~. ~,: :..,,::<,.n~ II1g a rj"t~u lire 01ltW.7J' s C01ttra-

~-~:~~~~ -';~;;;n -;';~:ui a'J ry to tbe Preffure of the OhjcEf 
('., :':~ FC~ mee:a Jd Or- imrard.r, there is m<rdc lip ~ 

~:~;.~'li~:~:;,:-~·~:.7:.sPgr'- Ph.r7lta.fm, or Image: lYbie/) 
}' c, . _ ,. ~ .-- Ii .'-> ~ {t· - Pb:l7Itafm, t faith he, is tbe 
~.~~!;'~:~'~~;\:··~!;~~i ;~: SC7tJatioll it Jelf. Again; the 
:,.:-:,::! -,.~·~~31;:m : :!~ j:r( p:lrt~ cunarLJi ab OtJjC(to, COI,acuS at> Or. 
f~-:"-... c~ --:-rJ:iL:. L:: ("t'!11 C0!13~L.:S jl1e ad jn::nl.l, uJcjmu~ a{tu5 fie eo .. 
r .. m c .. ..:; ,::r'~ zt'rl! ~~;.ii~\r.:!; cum dcmuill c:·: ea rcactionc aliquan .. 
( , :: .. ~;- -c; idii;,' c:;:nc:c l'iJ,znt.1/m;z; qund propter conawm verfus· 
t .. ·'.r,·; kir.p<:r ~iJ([1 r rar.quam aF<juid firum c;.ara Organum; HoMs 

'. ., 
.: : .... , '".' ~,... ~""'1"~ '-:'/"" I'J ...' . .. \.... ........ ... . .,. . 

- j':-'';:.:';~J:&J. t;r ;·.:n~:c:udi Actu:. 1.1. ifi,l. 



C 11 rc: oi" Stmfatio7t \I faith he, " Caufa fenfi.onis c!£ EX' 
• ,I ~' 'J. jJi 'l 0' eernum Corpus five Ob)ectu rn 
7S .!1l ObJeEf pn l1tJ] t 'Je J'gfl1l; 'Juod premit Organum pr(?-
wbzcb Preffure zs hy means prium; &premcndo,(mcd'
of the Nerves conveyed to tbe auri~usNervis&.Membrani,s,) 
Br,zin and fo to tbe lie,!rt. conrtuuum cfficle Moe'Jn~ Hi-

, , rrorfilm ad Cerebrum ~..ctnde 
1l'iJere, /)y the ReJijlel1ce or COlm- ad Cor. unde nafcirur Cor-
tel'-pl'cj[Z1re of the Heart Oltt- disrefirtenria & concraprdfio 
1vards is m.lde an Image or feu tLVTI7uf/Jld., five Conarus 
Pb.m/t'1n wbh-b is Sen ratioll. Cordis libe~J.ncis fc a pref"",: 

"J' , • . 'J'. fi:me per morum rendenrem 
Now what IS there In aU thIS, exrforfutn; CJui morus prop.:. 
that does in any the leaft mca- eer.ea apparec ranguam illi
fure tend to explain or make CJ,u:d exrernum : Arq; Appa
- IIi ·bI· hId· flClD ha:c, five Phanrafnu, en lnte gl e t e rca an Hl- id quod vocatnus SCI1[zOIl(m. 

ward Nature of Senfe or Con - Le1Ji;ztban Cap. 1. 

i'cioufilefs? The ObjeCt, by 
communicating a P'reffure through the Orga11 
to the Senfory, does indeed raife a Pb.:1.1ltajlJi 
or Image, that is, make a ccrtain Impr~l/io1Z 
on the Brain: But Wherein coufifts the Pmver 
of Pt.:rcei1Jing this ImpreiIion, and. of beillg 
Seltjible of it? Or What Similitude hath this 
l,mprefIion to the Sellfo it ft 1f, t11"a t is, to the 
TboZlgbt excited in the Mind? why, exaCtly 
the very fame, that a Sqll.rrc has to Blzlellcj's, 
or a Trzangle to SOllnd, or a N.:edlc to the Senfe 
of Pt.lill ; or the Rejieail1g of a Tennis-Ball, to 
the RcaJoll and Underjl.--!1tdil1g of a Ma11. s() 
that lvIr, Hobbs's Definition of Senfation; 
that it is itfclf, the inmoft and formal N<l.-
ture of it, nothing but the Phantafln or Im-
age made in the Brain by the Preifure COlll

municated from the Object; is in other \Vords, 
defining Billencfl to be the In:mge of a Sqll.II'I:~ 
or SOllnd the PiCture of a Tl'i,;mgle, 01' R,h, 
the Similitude of a Shalll-p:;il1tl,tl Needle. I 
do not here mifr<.:prcfent him in the I~aft. 
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* Q. "r Qualita~es Omne no· 
",in~r: C~Jeor Jenfi~iles, & 
flU]: iCi i!,(~ obi::~to nihil Jli
l1,i J'r;!?:er marer::!' mowm, 
ou' ob:cl'rtlm in OraanJ .. (' ',' .. 
"t'=" ::um d :\'Crt!l11.-dc ope-
r~r~JI.. ~eq; in ~\ ,,1..if aIiud 
r. ';j-, QUJ m d i n:rri m ~ ru~, 

• . . -, .-
p~ 'lLi:- en;m nihil ecr erJt 

mOt\.lm. L e, iallJ.lII 
C-;. T • 

• 

. the • 

rattan 0 
• 

For He himfelf exprefsly COl1-

f('fft.'s, ¥ that all Sel1jible &?!hr
lide,., (lIcb as CoZortr, Sound, al1d 
tbe iike, ,Ire in tbe O/je{fs 
thc17lfeh~es 7totbing but Motio11; 
A1td, bcc.71Ifi; Motion e.m pro
d111';; t .1YotJJil1g bllt .2Jioti01!, (as 
likewife 'tis e'ddent that Fi
gure and all its pofIible Com
potitions can produce nothing 

,:. 5:~ FOllr 1,ut Flgure,! thc'Fcfore in Us alfo the Perceptio11S 
r:",,':.~.~J. ~~ of th'-PPllfbl:: ~{,ditie, arenotbiirg blrt different 
~·V.;D:;~,·' JlIoti'l1ls. If then the Phantafm, that is, the I 
"''''. :. Image (If the ObjeCt made in the Brain by Fi- . 

g,me and 1Iotion, be (as he fays) the Senfa
fion it felf; is ,not Senfation, bare Figure 
and ~Iotion? And are not an the foremelJ
tjond Abfurdities, una1'oidable Confequences 
rof his 0pinion ? 
. ~rr HJobs, (as I have elfewhere obferved,) 

feeri'ls ;!ldeei not to hal,'e been altogether un
~""'are uf this in[uperable Difficulty; But he 
:mduftriounv indca',ours to conceal it from 
his ~ea,:.lers, ar.:d to impufe upon them, by the 
amb;fo;uH)T of the \\lord Pbantafm. Yet for 
a Refcrvc, in cafe he {horrId be too hard 

preifed, "', he gives us a Hint:> 
~ ~,:'!J fl!;~Te P:1"O!~_1; h,s r',at poilibly 8ellJatio1Z may be 

c,"r.(.-jJm, ,eo(dc<JJ'j; 't.il,:j flmetbillg more, viz. a Power of 
(l"p! •. , qU.l c. r ! Jr.t otnnJ..l 

,<;,," '" ;uiit.! flf::: (ufi:nuc· Pc?l'a ptio1t or Coufciouj'1ie fl 7tat1l-
r:. c,: Sec 'tiieQ, (j n,Hura r.rlly (wd e/Jentially il1berel1ti1Z all 
5'c":;:;.'Jis in rca~hGne fol.! ltIattf:r; ouZv that it -wants the 
c·-~ :..l .. c{':ur, 91,(J~n:d·) i'ejuta- 0 d iJr ,j:' A· l 
i-: '.' ;j"t, Sed edi t:! re- rg,11!S an ,/,Y.l.cmory oJ ,nm'l S 

• J 

air, .:,<: et;am cc,rpcrum aliorum, phaDrJfma aliguod nafccrc[ur; 
i '!UG ramin reII1o(O cbjelto fiatim ceft'arer: Nam nefi ad retineDdum 
~·hn''TI :mpn:fT~m, edam remora objeao, apta habeanc Organa, u. 
hJ~,'~r: "'.1J:m;t J ; ira ranrum fcnr;cn::, uc Ilunguam fenfille fc rc· 
C()',r~("17ur. ---- '::en{ioni erst), 'lu:r vulgo ira appel!atur, new 
CI':;;JrH'.J ".:iilzrcr m~m...,.ia aiiquJ) &c. ii,i-{,. Ph)f. cap. 25. Sfll. S. 
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!Being and Attributes 0 Cod. !) 9 
to exprefs its Senfatioll: And t t I~a9;.'~~ Scnfio!li ~dh:f~ee 
h a lIfan 2if he were propncthCt:£, U[ CI Jhqua In" 

t at, as, firafir perpC(UJ phant.tfmarum 
fuppoftd to bave no other Senft varieras; ira u[ aliud ab alia 
but Seeing, and That Jo ordered difcer~i poHir. Si. fupponc" 
as tbat his Eyes were always im- f!1us e~'m t!fe hc:mlnem, ~c~· 

II fi 
j d l hs QUldem clans, (';.l!~enfq; 

move,,,! J y. xea upon 011e an t'Je vidcitdi Oq;anis reCte fe hOI. 
" [.wze ObjeE!:, and That alJo 1I1Z- b:nrihus compofilum, nl,::o 

('b.·mge,lble and witbout <111Y tbe aurcm alia fenfu pra:d lrum, 

leajf 1hll'iety. filch a M,m could cumg; ad e.lOde~ rem ~od~m 
, ,_ fcmper cnlore & fpeclc hnt: 

'0 not pro er1y be fald to See, lnit ulla vel m;nima variera.e ap-
only to 'e under an 1l1ti1Ztelligible parcntem o\Jlcrfum dre; r.lihi 
ki,id of Amazement: ..so all2l1z- cer.e.ql.ticrl',id dican ralii nO,n 

- .J B d- !fibl Viderevidet·[ur. -.-- ArtoDl" 
org,l1tzz.eu • 0 zes may Po.? Y tum dfe, & fortaffe Afpcctare 
have SeufatzQn or Perceptzoil; eum, fed flupenrem dicercm. 
but bflcallje for want of Organs videre non dic~rem; n Adeo 
tbere is no Variety in it 11ei- Selltire Jcmpcr. Ibm, ,:"'- NOI! 

l ',.(" Sentire ad Idem recldum, 
tJer any Memory or means OJ e,,,~ Id 'b-d 
prejJing that Senfatio1t, the, efure .• I • 

to Us it fee11Ls as if tbey had 110 fueb Tbing at all. 
This Opinion, I fay, lv-If Hobbs mentions as 
poffible: But he does it with fuch Hcfitancy, 
Diffidence and Sparingnefs. 2S {hows plainly 
that he meant it only as a laft: Refuge, or ra
ther Subterfuge, to recur to, when he fhould 
be preffed with the fore-mentioned Abfurdi~ 
'ties unavoidably confeql1ent upon the SUl)l~O
Etion of Senfation being only F.igure and 
Motion_ And indeed well might he be fpa~ 
ring, and, as it were, afhamed of this Snbter
fuge: For it is a Thing al together as abfurd, 
as even the other Opinion it felf, of Thought 
being mere Motion: For what can he more 
ridiculous than to imagin that Matter is as ef
fentially Con[cious, as it is extended? Will it 
110t follow from that Suppofition, that eve
ry piece of Matter, being made up of end
Idly divifiblc parts, (that is, of parts which 

H 2 are -
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1 ':i0 .A DCiiJOnjlration 0 the 
.,rc .1~ rcal1y tliftind Beings, natwithIbnd· 
1lg t~}cir C('J1ti 'Tllin- as jf they had been .... ::...) ~, ... 
• i L j1c.:,'er ft) ~rC:l t :! ,1 iibncc one from another) , , 
j.; r~;de l.l 1.1 .:dlo of innumerable Confciour, 
lldl~~ :md Infinite COJlfufion? Bnt 'tis a iliamt: 
tl~ trL1ublc the R,.lJer with fa much as thl' 
fliCIl tion of :111Y of the Kumbcrlefs Abfudi
tIcs t~111(lwiJ1g-from that l\Ionftrous Suppoli
t:011. Of,ers the-nfore, who would mukl' 
T:'inkil:g to be an AffeCtion of M.lttcr, and 
yet are aihamed to ufe either of the foremen
til-ned 'ra~·s, contend th:H God by his AI
r::; g:11:: ~l1d Supreme Po\\'cr indues certain. 
~~.-ftems of l\latter 'with u Faculty of Think
ing, accor('ing to h15 ovm Good Pleafure. Bll~ 
(-:s die' am..-unts t() N'othing. For (befidc,' 
t ",e _i..biLl;:-~ir:.- cf fuppofing God to make an 
i ;.-;:;!7J:~"r.1Zle co:l1pan y of diftinCt Beings, fuc]l 
~s t::e P:3.Tt:c1es oferery SyftemofMatter ne
(;11'3rih- :ue, to be a t the fame time One fudi
(·:llul CO::fl':O:':S Being: Befides this, I fay,) 
eit:lCr our Idea of .M.1tter, is a true and di
fcir:a Icea; 0, it js ncr. If it be a true and 
(~:;;::l:a Icea, I the!'e 1s, jf OL:r Idea, not of the 
S:I.'}.1i:C:: cf ~Iatt(r; fnr of Simple SllbJlal1ce 
1"( ::a,-e 1'0 I~ea:, 1.m if our Idea of the Pro-
f ,ni:"s 'W:1jC~ ~1Je7!ii.dly diJlil1guijh and deilomi
;ute the Subit211ce, be a right Idea,) that lVIat
t:J' IS };uthing but a Solid Subftance, capa
b:c: only of Divifion, Figure and Motion, 
v:: ::1 all the poiT:.ble Effects of their feveral 
Co;;-;pofit:ons; as to Us it appears to be, 
u~:t::n t::e Bd7: Examination we are able to 
;':ake of it; aDd the greateft part of our Ad-
n:rfc:: ics themfclves readily allow· then it is 

to /j:zttcr:, b<.:cau[<: Thinking, as 1111S been be- : 
. ~() '" .c- ; 

}'I _' .. I , 
• 
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ti)fC {hown, cannot 110Hibly arire from any MJ- Pug. ~7' 
dUicatiOlt or COlnpofitio1t of any or all of there anj 9 " 

Qualities: But if any Man will fay that our 
1,lca of llLltter is wrong; and that by l11,rttcr 
J1C will not here mean, as in all other cafcs, 
a Solid Subftancc, capable only of Divifinn, 
Figure and Mution, with all the poi\;blc 
EffeCts of their fcveral Compofitions; but 
Subjlance in ge71er.d, capable of Thinking and 
of numberlefs unknown Properties bciiclcs; 
then he trifles only, in putting ail ambiguous 
Signification upon the ,Vord Matter, where he 
ought to ufe the word Sllbjla 11 ce. Am!, in 
Tb.rt SellfrJ, to iuppofc Thinking or any other 
Active Property poHible to be in iltf..ltter, as 
:iignifying only Sllbjlcmce in geueral, of whofe 
Powers and Capacities we have no certain 
Idea; would make Nothing ?t an to the Pre-
Jent Purpofe in our Adverf.."tries Advantage, 
and is at leaft :Not a dearer and more Iutellgible 
way of Talking, than to attribute tbe fame 
Properties to all Immaterial Subftance, and 
keep the Idea of M,ltter and its Properties 
clear and diftinCt. For I affirm, 

3dly. That even fuppofing (in there Mens T}':If;/ 
cC?nfufed way) that the Soul was really llot a ~~~:~;;f. 
cllftinCt Subftancefrom Body, but that Think- fing ).VCle 

ing and 'Willing could be an::l were incleed fJ..1J;<:lIie~ 

only Qu~1ities or Aff"Cctions ,of 1'vf.rtter; yet ;~/~~~I:c:;:~" 
even Thzs would not at an affeCt the pre[cl1t !/-eicis Li
Q.!leftion about Liberty, nor prove Freedom bat! -.• ,'fj.i;t 
cf ,Vill to be an impoilible Thing. For, b,- !,)}i:t.'. 
iince it has been already demonftrated, t11at ~.~~;}s~5:, 
Thinking and Willillg cannot poHibly be E f- .. "u s.,.~ 
f(:cts or Compofitions of Figure and Motic'lI; 
"\Vhllfoever \'lill make Thinking and Willing 
to be Qualities or Aft<:ttions of l).1,rttcr, muH: 

H 3 fu r poie -
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fUPfofe Jf."ftt{'r capable of certain Propertic~ 
entirely difrtTcnt from Figure and Motion: I 

And. if jt bt: capable of Properties entirely 
differcnt from Figure and Nlotiol1, then it 
can nen'! be pro\-ed L om the Effeds of Fi~ 
gure 3n.:1 I\,fot1on being aU NecdTary, that 
the Efr"ttl:s of other m:d totally rliftinCl: Pro· 
Fen itCS muft likewife be Neceffary. 

A .!;'.;"lc{".' ::\{r HO!7bs therefore, ?nU his Followers, 
F~::-·:' . ."f :lre g:liln- of a maR: ihameful Fallacv in that 
, __ l~'J i~~~;)~ ,:er:,- _-\rgument., wherein they place their 
}<:;,~~s malD and chief ftrength. For, fuppofing . 

. M.7t,,-,'· to be capable of Thjnking and Wil- \ 
ling, they contend that the Soul is mere Mat- I 

rer; and leno'wing that tbe EffeCts of Figure 
and Alotion nmft needs be allnecelfary, they 
c.:mclude that the Operations of the Mind rnuft 
All therefore be NecefTary: That js; When 
tl1eT would prove the Soul to be mere Matter; 
tl1en they fuppoft:: .L\Iattcr capable not only of 
Figure and Motion, but ali~J of other un- . 
kno ... :: Properties: And when theywouldprove 
the 1Vill, and all other Operations of the Soul, : 
to be iY"ce.u~ry:, then they deveft Matter again . 
of all its V"nkown Properties, and malce it 
Eere Solidity, endUed only with Figure and 
:Motion, again, Wherefore. difringuifhil1g their 
ambiguous and confufcd ufe of the "Vord Mat
t~r, they- are unavoidably reduced to one of 
L'1t:fc t\Vo Conceffions. 1 f by ,iI-fatter, they mean 
a ~oiic: Subftance endued n!11ywith Figure and 
~ioti0C1, and an the poifible Effects of the Va-

"' .. ~I-~;uni. riariojlS and Compolltions of thefe Qualities· 
\;. ~~ntra' h ") 
p~;'enh: t, en the Soul c~nnot be mere lVlatter; becaufe 
'lim L~y:· (as ?\-1r Hobb.r hlmfelf + confeffes) Figure and 
a~h r_zp I \lotion can ne,-er pro:1uce any thing but Fi~ 
;.'.2-:" ',7, gure and ;"'10t10n:, and confequently (as hath 
- ~:' been + before demonftratcrl) thc:y Gill never 
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BeinK and Attributes 0 God. 
Ijfoducc fa much as any Secondary C2..nali ty? 
[Somld, Colour mtd tbe like,] much lc(s Think
jng :md Rcafoning: From whence it follo\\'S, 
that the Soul being unavoidably fim1ethillg 
Immaterial, they have no Argument left to 

lJrove that it cannot have a P01l'Cr of Beglu
nillg lrfotiolI, which is a plain Infiancf;: of 
Liberty. But if, on the other Hand, they 
will by lUatter mean SttbJlanr:e in 1.c11cral, cn-
1mble of unknown Prol)ertics, totally diffe
rent from Figure and Motion; then they 111uft 
no longer argue againft the PofIibility of Li
berty from the EffeCts of Figure and Motion 
being all unavoidably Neceffary; bccaufe 
Liberty will not confift in the EfteCts of Fi
gure and Motion, but in thof(;: Other "Un
known Properties of Matter, which thefe 
Men can no more explain or argue about, 
than about Immaterial Subi1ances. The 
Truth theref(we is; they muit needs iuppofe 
Thinking to be merely an Eftccr or Compo
fition of Figure and NIotion, if they will gi"\-e 
any ftrength to their Arguments againft Li
berty; and then. the Queftion win be, not 
Whether God can make Matter think, or no; 
(for in that Queftion they only trifle with a 
Word, abufing the Word Matter to fignifie SJlb
flance in general;) but the Qlcftiol1 is whe
ther Figure and Motion, in any Coml)ofition 
gr Divifion, can poHibly Be Perception and 
Thollght: Which (as has been before faid) is 
juft [uch a Queftiol1, as if a :Man fhould ask, 
whether it be pofiible that a l)·i.m,glc fuould 
be a S01l1zd. or a Glohe a Colour. The Sum 
is this: If thc Soul be an fI1111l.1tel'i.;d Sllbfl:ance, 
(as it muft needs be, if we have allY true 
Idea of the Nature and Properties of ll-I,lttcr,) 
then Mr HoHs's Arguments :~f!aij1ft the rof-

H + 0 1lbility 
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fiL)~lit'\~ (,f Lil",rty clr:nnl all from the Pro-, . , 
rerries d' .H.rtter. arc yain :-Inti nothing to 
! ~c Puri."I,1fc. I\ur jf our Ad,-crt:ll'jcs will be fn 
:::·{i.lr.~~:, ~('I C("Illtcnd. r~;at the Sonl is 110th1n:; 
1':1: ;:~ere .1[.TttO' ~ Then either by i1,1.1ttO' 
t:'.~·".- ntl~: ur!.l.cdr:md SiI!:/l.n:a 111 gcnc-

• 

1'-: -:, ~:1 Hr.1 :!CC i nd II cd wi t 11 1.1ll known Pow-
'.,. ·'·;t 1• ..1.-::" - .,. \"el1 ., - prn.z'··· Prol''''t·· to. _~.. \. 1 .! ... -.......... ~ ~ u~"\ ,.:s ".lli l,t )'-" 

7 :~:' ~ \'::1 it <, :is conf,\t1l1rling and ta king away 
'f l' . rr' 1 (-:11' I :(;1 C' JI..tt,r, [Hle:H t;1(' lame lInC ( c-

~c:·Y- ::-; :IT! t;;eir 0\\']1 Argi.l!1lcnrs 2gainft 
L ::";"';:';', \,::-::C:1 t::c'.- haye founded wh011), on 
t"~e;':':':n:rr''ft'Tti('sof :Matrer; Orelfethey 
L::1:: fI'c~~: cur. ,,:,!, r::e;.'" reall)" rnean~) that 
T:·.::,:~::·; :;.r,,': "n-illing are nothing but Ef
(._ .:'.::' ::"l:?' Cc\il::;::ai~ trans of Figure and 1-1otiol1; 
~.:-~: .> I ;~::-;-.:: ~1rea(h' ibown to be a Contra--

, 

• 



Being and Attributes 0 God. I 0 ~ 
tbe Ul1dcrjlct7tdi11J!" is nothing e1fe 1mt a Man's 
final Determining, (after more or Ids Confi
deration,) either to Choofc or lIot to Chanfe a 
thing; that is, it is the very fame with the 
Att of Volitiol1. Or e1fe, jf the Art of Voliti-
071 be diftinguiihecl from the laft _11ldJ!,11le1lt of 
tbc Ullderjll111diug; then the AEl ofVoliti011, or 
rather the Be.gi1111i1rg of AEfiOll, confequent ll]1-
on the l'lft .111dgmclIt of tbe Ul1derjl.:mdil1g,is not 
flcter11lined or Cimfed by that Iail Judgment, as 
by the pb)jic:.d Ejjicie1lt, but only 2S the 1110-
J\11.il-fotive, For the true, llrolJcr, immediate 
pbyJicaZ Efficient Callfo of Adiol1, is the P011'e:' 
of Sdf-motioll which is in IVlen, and which ex-
erts it felf freely in confequence of the laft 
Judgment of tbe UlldRljl.-mdi71g. But the laft 
~r1/dg11le1Zt of rbe U71derJf,11Idi1rg, js 110t itfelf a 
lJb)'jical Ejjz'cie1!t, but merely a .Llt[oral .Ll1oti7Je .. 
u]1on which the phyfical Efficient or motive Pow-
er begins to Act. The Necejjity thereL'fe 
by which the POWC)' of A8hrg follo~\·s th~ 
Judgment of the U'ltderJla1ldill,~, is only a lVIoral 
Necejjity, that is, 110 NeceiJity at all, in the S'nfe 
the Oppofers of Liberty undedtancl lYec~/jity. 
For Moral NeceJlity, is evidently coniiftent 
with the mort perf~ct N.;ltllral Liberty. For 
inftance: A Man intirely free from all Pain 
of Body and Diforder of :Nlind, judges 1t Ul1-

reafonable for him to Hurt or Dcftroy h1111-
felf; and, being under no Temptation or Ex
ternal Violence, he cau1Iot poffibly Ad contra-
ry to this J uclgment ; not bccaufe he wants 
;t N-atllral or Pbyfical POlVer fi) to do, but he
caufc it is abfurd and mifchievous, and mo-
7"<111y impo/lilJic for him to Choo[c to do it. Which 
~lf() i:, the very f:lmc Reafon, why the moft 

• • 
l1crfc:c.t ratioll<ll Creatures, I'll pcrioUl' to Men, 

camlOt 



106 A Den10n/lration 0 the 
c:Jm:ot do E't-il; not bccaufe they want a l\":z
tl!r<11 Pan'o' to perform the l\1atcrial ACtion ~ 
bur bCC311fc it is mo)';zlly impo/jible, that 'with 
a perfed Ke0wlctlgc of 'what is Bcft, and 
i.\·it~i()ut :mr Tempration to Evil, their'ViH 
1110Uld determine it felf to Choofe to Act 
.F()-"lilhlv 2nJ VlJrca[oI12bhr

• Here tJlerefore 
... ~,.., "" 
kems 3.t bit truly to lie the Fundamental 
Frrcur both of tLore who oppofe and argue 
~g?inH: the Liberty (lf tbe lrm, and of thofe 
\''-';0 bur too c(111fllfc'd1r defend it: They do 110t \ 

ri13ke a cleaf diftindion between moral Motives : 
2nd C.1 iI Jts PbJ/ic.111y Efficient; whichTwo things 
F.a"c no ilmilitude a r all. Lani v, if the Main
rainers of Fare {han allege, th:at after all, they 
think a 1h~n free from all Pain of Body and 
Diforder of 1lind, is under not only a Moral 
but alfo a jYatttral Impoffibility of 11urt-
1Eg Of deftroying himfelf; becaufe neither 
:':is :ludgit!~nt nor his JriO, without fome im
,[,uIfe External to both, can any more poiIi
bl)- be determined to any ACtion, than one 
Bod.y can begin to moye, \'.;ithout being im
pelled by another: I anfwer; Thi:> is forfak
ing the Argument drawn from the NeceiIity 
of the JfTill's following the Underjlanding, and 
Iecurs to the former Argument of the abfolute 
Jrnpoffibilityof there being any where a ftrjl 
Principle of Motion at all; which has been a-

=i' ;z!, 87. bundantlyanf\.;ered -i- already. 
~ C=r: The other Argument which I faid has alfa 
~::~;-~/ frequently been urged againft the Fallibility 
F~re-kn,~- of Liberty, is the certainty of the Divi,ze Pro.
~tl,;~ n;; jcience. But this alfo is entirely befide the 
n~~;_~'!:r! Queftion. For if there be no Other Argu
~~;r~;-Iji ments, by whlch it can be proved. antece
_~1~" An:' delltly, th~t all Actions are J\-eceJJ.lIJ; '~is 
f::, . certalll 

• 
I 
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certain it can never l~e made to al'l)ear to fol
low from PrllIcience alone, that they muft be 
fo. That is; if lll)on Otber Acco7lnts there 
he no Impoilihility, but that the ACl:ions of 
Men malT be free; the bare Cel'tail1ty of tbe 
Divine Fore-knowledge, can never be proved to 
deftf0y that Freedom, or make Any Altera
tion in the Nature of Men's Actions: And 
confequently the certainty ofPrtlfdence, fepa
ratert. from Other Arguments, is ~dtogether 
befide the Qudhon concerning Liberty. As to 
the Otber Arguments, ufually intermingled 
with this Queftion; they have all, I think, 
been anG.vered already. And now that, ifup
on other Accounts there be no Iml'0il.ibility 
for th ACl:ions ofIv'len to be free, the bare cer
tainty {)f the Divine FOl'e-knowled1J.f! can never be 
proved to deftroy that Freedom; is very Evi
dent. For bare Fore-knowledge, has no Influ
ence at all in any RefpeB:; nor affc:crs in any 
meafure the manner of the Exiftence of any 
Thing. All that the greateft Oppofers uf Li
berty have ever urged, or can urge,l1pon this 
Head, amounts only to This; that Fore-h,r,w
ledge implies Certainty, and Certainty implies 
NeceJlity. But neither is it true, that Certain
ty implies Nece./fity; neither does FrJre-know
ledge imply any other Certainty than fuch a Cer
tainty only as wouB be equally in Things, 
though there was 110 Fore-blOwledge. 

For (ljl.) the certainty of Fore-knowledge 
does not caufe the certainty ofTbings, but is 
it felf founded on the reality of :their Ex
iftence. ·Whatever now Is, 'tis ct!rtain that 
"it Is ; and it was )Tefterday and frum Eter
nity as certainly true, that the Thing 'Would. 
be to day, as it is nnw certain that it b. And 
this certainty of LH'nt is equally the fame, 

whcth<';l" 
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, 1 ~-.. 7..'" I' -:- f .... , , / 
w;lctl1cr it be fuppl)fcd that the Thing ('onU 

I l J' ~ =/ 
--. ~.' '""1 M-~'" ''''~' I 

1,(' F,'fC-kn()\\'I1, or not. For whatcrer at any 
t1:i1C [;; it was l.:crtainlT true from EternitY'~ 
~'." to r>c En:'l1t, that That Thing ll'01l1d be.-

----,._, n.l this cCrt:lin Truth of e,'cry future E
'-,:nt. w\)nld not 2t all have been the lefs, 
t ':,lllg:l t:'er(' had been no fnch Thing as 
:FL)fc-kllowledge. Bare Pr~fcience therefore 
h~s 110 Influence at all upon any Thing; nor 
(-Ni.triblltes in the leaft towards the making it 
1\c::~-elT:HT. 'W ~ TI13Y illuftrate this in fome . ~ 

me:i;tlre by- the Comparifon of our own 
l\.::0\',-le,~gc. 1Vc know certainly that fame 
T:l:ngs are; and when we know tllat they 
are, they cannot but Be: Yet 'tis manifefl: 
our Knowldge does not at all affect the 
T:1ings, to make them more Neceffary or 
llJL're Certain. Now Fore-knowledge in God, 
is the ,-er)· fame as Knowldge. All things 
are to Him as if they were equally prefent, 
to all t~e Purpofes of KDc'wledge and Power. 
He knO\\-s perfectly en:ry thing that Is: And 
r.e Fore-knows whatever {hall be, in the 
Ja:T,e ::\Ianner as he knows what Is. As 
t 1:c-rcfore K,:owledr:.c h2S no Influence on 

~ 

T::ings that are; fo neither has Fore-lwow-
1:J6:", on Things that Jball be. 'Tis true; 
'L-:e: JI.1i1,ler how God can fOi'eft:'e Future 
T};ir:gs~ v;ithout a Chain of Necc-ffary Can· 
fes; is> impoffible for us to explain dijlillEfly. 
T~o' [.:Jme fort of g,mer.rl Notion, we may 
concei\'e of it. Fur as a M...-m who has no 
Influence over another Perron's ACtions, can 
}-et often perceive before-hand 'what That 
Other will do; ani a lYiftr and more ex
perienced l\fan, will ftill with f,reater proba
t ilil) forefee what Another, whore DifP?fi. 

Han 

, 
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t10n he is perfeClly acquainted with, will in 
certain Circumftances do; and an Angel, 
with frill much Lef~ degrees of Eo"onr. may 
have a further Profpett into Mens future 
Adions: So it is very reafonable to appre
hend. that Gotl, without influencing Mens 
\Vills by hi3 Power, yet by his Forefight 
cannot but have as much Certailler a know
ledge of future free Events, than either :iVlea 
or Angels can pofEbly have; as the Pt?lfeEli-
Oll of His Nature is greater than that of Theirs. 
The Dijlil1El Manner b01V he forefees thefe 
things, is indeed impo.lJibZe for Us to exp1.1ill. 
:But fo alfo are Numberlefs other Things~ 
which yet no Man doubts of the Truth of. 
AnJ if there were any Strength in This Ar
gument; it would prove, not againft Liber-
ty, 1mt againfr Pr&.fcicnce it [elf. For if thefe 
two things were l"cally iJIcollfiJlellt, and one of 
them muf\: be deftroyed; the introducing an 
abfolute and univerfal Fatality, which evi
dently deftroys an Religion and :iVlorality, 
would tend more of the two to the Diiho
nour of God, and denying him a Fore-know
ledge, which upon this Suppofition would be 
impoffible and imply a Contradiction to con
ceive him to have; and the denying of 
which, would in fuch cafe be no more a 
Diminution of his Omnifcir:/tce, than the de
nying him the Power of working Contradicti
ons, is taking away his Omnipotence. But 
the Cafe is not thus. For tho' we c::mllot 
jndeed clearly and diftincH y explain the 
Manner of God's forefeeing the Actions of 
Free-Agents; yet thus much we know, that 
the bare Fore-knowledge of any Action that 

. ~'lonH upon all other Accounts be Free, can-
. . . --

not 
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J~ot altel" or diminifh that Freedom; it be, 
ing n-ident, t;mt Fore-knowledge adds Ill! 

mh::r Ccrt2:ntY to am~ thing, than what it 
t':(1uM equrdly=- have -though there was no 
F(~n:-kl1('wl(dge. enlefs therefore we l"'\e 3.n
tcce-lcntlr certain, that nothing can ro1E
Illy be frec; and that Liberty is in it felf 
abiolutelv an Inconfiftent amI Contradic
tOf:- Notion, (as I ha\ye above {ho\\-n that 
it is llut;) bare Fore-knowledge, which 
makes no alteration at a11 in any thing, 
\~-ill nat be in any wayS Incol1fiftent 'with 
Libert:-; hr'w gre~1t DifRcultT foever there 
may be, in comprehending the 11lamI~'r offllch 
Fore-kl:ov:ledge. For if Liberty be in it felf 
p01TibIe ; The bare Fore-fight of a free Acti
on, tif(Orf it be d011e; :is liot::ing different (to 
any purrofe in the prefent Quei1:ion,) from a 
flmple KW)WZfdge of it, whet! it is done: Both 
thefe kinds of Knowledge, implying plainly 
:a Grt(tinty wrly of the Event, which '1Nould 
be the fame tho' there was no fncb Know· 
ledge.) a;,d nut at an any }.-ecej]ity of the 
Thinz, 

~ 

For (:::.'!y,) As Fore-knon.,ledge implies not 
any ot~ler Certaimy, than fnch as would he 
equall,;.- in Things, though there was no F(j)'C~ 
ki;owlecze: So neither Goes this C;el taint) of E~ 
7.,"~,:t: iJ~r: any fort impl.': lS'cr:eJjity. For, h:t 
a. Fata,111t .f'll.ppoft, (what he does not yet gl ant,) 
t.-_<1: t.r:['re.'~'a.s in :Man, (as we 8:trert) a p~w~ 
e'[ of !x:'g::~mr:g ::\lotion that 1S cf achng 
f 1 ~ , , 'f h 
~e(;!.y; 2nd let him fuppoft: further, 1. e 

pleaE, that t:-:ufc Actions could not po1hbly 
be Fore-knowTl: \\Yill there not yet, notwith~ 
ftanriing this Sunpofttion be in the Nature 
C'" ,j". , • 

OL t:lliJg<, the fame certainty of Event In every 
one 
, . 
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one of the Man's ACtions, as if they were 
never fi) Fatal and nece1Euy? For inftallce ; 
Snppofe the Man by an inteInal Principle of 
Motion, and an abfolutc: Freedom of "Yill? 
'without any External Cau[c or Impulfc at 
all, does fome particular ACtion to Day.; 
and fuppofe it ",-as not p01Lbie that this 
Action thould have been fore-Cecn TeJl.:rday ; 
was there 110t neverthelefs the fame certainty 
(If Eve1tt, as if it had been fore-fecn? That 
is; would it not, notwithftanding the .fllp-
pofed Freedom, have been as certain a Tnllb 
Yefterdayand from Eternity, that this Ac-
tion was in Event to be pel/ormed to Day, 
(though fuppofed never fo impollible to have 
been Fore-known,) as it is now a Certain ana 
znfallible TJ'lItb that it i.~ performed? Mere 
certainty of Event therefore does not in any 
meafilfe imply Nec~fJity: And confequcntly 
Fare-knowledge, however difficult to be ex
plained as to the Man1ter of it, yet, fince 'tis 
evident it implies no other Certainty, but 
only That Certainty of Event which the 
Thing would equally have without heing 
Fore-known, 'tis evident that It alfo implies 
no neceifity. 

And now having, as I hope, fufficiently Of thi? C'r?-. 
proved both the Poilibility and the real Ex- gin~ oj 
iftence of Liberty: I than, from what has £1:11. 

been been faid on this Head, draw only this 
()ne Inference; that hereby we are enabled 
to anfwer that Antient and great Queftion, 
[no'S~v n ltell'· V; ] \Vhat is the Cau[e and O-
riginal of Evil. For Liberty implying a 
Natural Power of doing Evil, as well as 
Good; and the imperfect Nature of F~nite 

Be1l1gs, 
.< , . 
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Beings. m::king it paniLIe f(1f them to al)tlf~ 
T:'.: t their Libcrnr to 3.11 actual Commiilion 
cf E\-i1; a1~d it k'il12: NcceiIary to the Or-

'-' ~ 

t:cr :!!1l1 BC:iut:'-- of the 'Whole, and for Jir-
p1;;:.-{!'; 111(' Infinite \\-iilloI11 of the Creator, 
r:- 2 ~ t::t:re i11nulll be (liiteren t and various 
c:cgret's of Cre:1tures. whc:rcof confeqllently 
fl'me mUll be ItiS Pof:E 111:111 others; Hence 
t~lere 11ccefi:.rril:: 3rifes a POjEbility of Evil, 
11,--;:,\-it:-:francling that the Create,r :is infinire-

~ 

ly Goo":. In 1hort, thus all that we call 
E .. iI, is (i,her 211 E";I of [mp"jcc1ioJl, as the 
lrn;r (I ('o·t.lilt Fl(lIlties mId Excrllt'''CieS u·!Jicb 
OT 1.0:-1" Lrt,.:zrures b,yc-e; or l\-.ltW·,rl E,-iI, as P.lht, 
Dc,y.l\ 3.~:;:1 t:he like ~ or .. Mor.rl E1'il, as aU 
kin':s c,f ric,_ The Filji of there, is not pro
rerlT all £\-i1: For every Pcn-\'cr, Fa('ultyor 
Perft:ct1on. \\''hich any Creature enjoys, being 
r::e Free Gift: afCod, v,-hi('h he was no more 
cb:ige~: to bd1::ow, than he was to confer 
Being or Exiftence it felf; 'tis plain, the 
,'.-ant of am~ ccHain Facultv or PerfeCtion in 
~IJ~"- kind ct Crt-atures, whlch never belong'cl 
to t::.eir };ature, is no more an Evil to them, 
t::::m their ne,-er ha,-ing been Created 
Cf brc us:1t irno Being at all, could pro
perl;- >_z<ve been called an Evi1. The Sc
rc-itd l-:ind of E\-il, which we can Nat1lral 
E-..il, is either a };'ecdfary Confequence of 
t::e former ~ as Death, to a Crearure on whofe 
Kature Imrr;ortality was ne\'er conferred; 
and t~cn 'tis no rr;ore properly an Evil, than 
the Fom:er: Or die :it is counterpuifed in 
t::e w:'ole, with as great or greater Good; 
::is d:e Afftic1io175 and Sufferings of Good Men; 
and thcn alfo it is not properly an Evil: Or 
elfe laftly,'tis a Pzmijlnm'Jlt; and then 'tis a Ne-

.. ceffary 
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C"cit'WY Confcqnent of the Third 3.n,t lafl: fort 
of Evil, 7,i-z., Mural i:'7,il .. And Tbis ariLc; 
wl1011y frum the abufe of Libe."ty; which 
Gon O'avc to 1,is Creatures for other Purpilfcs, 
and ~\rhil'h 'twas reafnnab1e and :fit to giv-G 
them for the Perfechon an,l Order of the 
whole Creation; Only they, contrary to 
God's Intention and Command, have ahllfed 
what was Nece:ff:::ry fl)r the Perfet-tinll of the 
whole, to the Corruption and Depravation 
of themfelves: And thus all fbrts of E,-ils 
h:1\'e entred into the 'World, without any Di
minution to the Infinite Gt]orlncfs of the 
Creator and Goycrnol1r thereo£ 

IX" The S1lpreme CallJe a,zd Author of atl TInt tbe 
Tbillgs, ?JZl/ft of Neccjjiry be infinitely 7riJt:. Sun;om: 
This Propofition is evident1y Con[equent UIJ- r."l<I~ '/11.~ 

r: I A/dba,. ur 
on thole. that have. a ready b~en proved .; 1\-n"l all Lbjngf; 
they bC1l1g eftabhfhed, Tlus, as admlttmg muir of A'e
no further Difpute, neC'is nat to be largely "'JJ!'J be i!J~ 
. fift d F h" 'd trllliely In 1 e upon. 'or not Ing IS more eVl. ent, I" f' . 
than that an Infinite, Onmiprejel1t? Ii1telligc1it 1·_. 
Being, muft know perfectly .... dl Tbings tb,rt .Tre ; 
an i that He who alone is Self-Exifiellt a71d 
Eternal, the faZe Calif: and Author of all Things; 
from wbom alone all the Powers of all Tbi11gs 
are derived, and 011 n·!J011l tbey continually depend :, 
muft alfo knowperfedly all the Confequencc's 
of thofe Powers, that is) all Poijibilities oj' 
Tbillgs to come, awl what in en:'ry refpe(:t is 
Beft and WiCeit to be done ; and knTinO' infi-
nite Power, can never be controuled ~r IJfC

ve1lted from doing what he ft) knows to be 
Fitteft. From all which, it manifefl:ly fol
lows, that every EffeCt of the Supreme c~.ure, 

. I n111{': 
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mutt be the Product of Infinite Wifdom . 
.iVfore particularly: The Supreme Being, bc
cau[e he is J71jil1ite, muft be every where pre
ient: And becaufe he is an Infinite Mind or 
Iutdli,f!tJ1ce; therefore where-ever be Is, l1is 
Knowledge Is, which is infeparable from his 
Being, and muft therefore be infinite likewife : 
And wl1ere-cver 1Jis Infinite Knowledge is, 
:it 111~il1 neceifaI'jly h~e a fItll and perfect 
Pwfpe.::.1 of all Things. awl nothing can be 
('onccal'd from its Infpection: He includes 
and furrounds every Thing with rus bound
lefs Prefencc; an1 penetrates every part of 
their Subftance with his All-feeing Eye: So 
t 1'at the inmofl: Nature and EfTence of all 
t:lings, are PerfeCtly Naked and Open to 
his Yiew; and even the deepeft Thoughts 
d Intelligent Beings thcmfelves, manifeft 
in ];i" fight. Further, AU Things being 
nilt only prefent to him, bnt alfo entirely 
lJepeJ1dil1g upon him, and having reCei7Jed 
both their Being it felf, and all their Pow
ers and Faculties from Him; 'tis manifeft 
that, as he kmJws all Things that are, fo he 
n:u!1: likc.wifc know a1l PoHi.bilities of 
Things, that is, all EffeCts that Gm be. 
Fur, being himfelf only Sc1f-Exiftent, and 
hi\'i,lg Alone gi'ue1l to :::.11 Things all the 
p. ,T,~'Cl'S ami Faculties they ~tre indued with; 
"tis u'iJent He muft of J.'\ectiEty know 
perf(;dly what All antl Each of tl10fe Pow~ 
t:L"S and Faculties, \vnich are derived who!!] 
rOil! bimftlj: can pnihbly Produce: And 
Sc'c:ing at one boundlt [<-; Vic'w, all the pof
iible ComprJiitions ~ncl J)i\;'ii1ol1s, Varia
tlQl~S and Changes, Circumftanccs and Dc-

, I'enaen-
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l)endencies of Things; an the~r p~if;ble 
Relations one to another, and DlfpofttlOns 
or Fitnefi'es to certain and refpeCtive Ends; 
he muft without PofIibility of Error, lCll0W 

exaCtly what is Beft and Propereft in every 
one of the Infinite PoiIible Cafes or Me
thods of Difpofing Things; and underftand 
perfeCtly how to Order and DireCt the re
fpeCtive Means, to bring about what he fo 
knows to be in its Kind, or in the Whole, 
the Beft and Fittcfl: in the End. This is 
what we meal1 by 111jinite lVijdom. And ha-
ving before fhown, (which indeecl is alfo evi- pag 7'!~ 
dent of it felf,) that the Supreme Caufe is 
moreover All-Powerful; fa that He can no 
more be prevented by Force or OPl)oiition, 
than he ('.an be hindred by Error or Mi-
ftake, from EJfe8:il1g always What is abfo-
lutely Fitteft and Wifeft to be done; It 
f0llows undeniably, that he is aEbtally mId 
eJfeclzlally, ill the higheft and moft complete 
fenfe, Infinitely lfTije; and that the "\\T orld, 
and all, Things therein, mufl: be and are 
Eff.::Cts of--lnfinite Wifdom. This is De:'" 
monfiratioll It priori. The Proof a pojle.:. 
1'iori, of the Infinite WifClom of Gael, from 
the Confideration of the Exquifite PerfeCti-
on and Confummate Excellency of his 
'Vorks; is no lefs fhong ani undeniable: 
Btlt I fhall not inlarge upon this Argument; 
becauie it has often already been accurately 
and ftrongly urge-l, to the everlafting 
Shame and Confufion of AtheifIs, by the a- . 
bleft and learnedeft 'Vriters both of Anti- dseVe ~~plen e )U il/'-

ti~I77J Tu!lv 
c!e natura DeorHm, Boyle of Filial r:allfor, Mr Ray of the WiJdoln of (i;JJ 
til th( Creatioll, Mr Dt'fham's Ph)Jica l·b~o[iJiY, &c. 
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en t and l\-[otiern Times. I fhall here OD
i~rre only this (lne Thing; That the elder 
t;l~ "\,-arid gro",'s, and the deeper Men in
qUIre i11(O Thil'gS, and the mere Accurate 
Obi"'crnnions t11ev make. and the more and 

Ot'::~ :,,-, gre~ rer Difcoreries the'" :find out; the ftron
!:.:In C ',. gel' this Argument contl!!ually grQi,\'s: "\Vhich 
:'~' : .! :_:. )S a ccrt2in Eridenre of irs being found
~;;',:t:.·~ .- c,l in TnIth. If Galen if) many Ages ago, 
c 1 ~- (auld find in the C onftruction and Con
ii~.i:.:>'·". fritlltiol1 of tloe parts of a Humane Body, 

i"llch undenial)le marks of Contrivance 
rmd Ddign, as forced him Tbe,: to acknow
J",~ge and arlmil-e the \,rifdom of its Au
i >nr ; What would he have faid, jf he 
! ad known t11e Late Difcoreries in Anato
r:,!- and Phyiid:, the Circulation of t]1C 
:i:):00d, the ('''>':'23:: StruCture of the Heart and 
.E;~in, t~e rfes of Numberlefs Glands and 
\' 2.1n:s for the Secretion and :Motion of the 
J u;'ccs in the Boci,.r, bdilies feveral Veins 
awl. other YetTeb and R::ceptades not at all 
kl'(;\\'11, or fa much as imagined to have 
CiJJ2' Exifrence, iII h~ Ihp; but which ]llo117 
:tre cilc'orc:rcd to [:_n-c the wifeit and rnoit 
cxquifite Ends ilT~gil1able? If the Argu
r:~t. 11 ts "'g2inft the Belief cf the Being of an 
A11-1,\"1f(: Creator and Governour of the 
V"crU, w]1ich Epicllrtls anti. his Follower 
LULJ'ctill.· hc:\~' from the Faults which they 
jn'a.gined ti;c.y could find in the Frame and 
C0dbtuti, Jl of the Earth, were fa Poor 
a.n;l Iriu:rdi:lerable, thtt evc:n in that 1nfan
c .. - (;f 1\Gttural Phi:forhy, the generality of 
:\['_li ("Oflu:mnecl al,d dl fpiCed them as of 

• 
}::.; f,)f( C ~ How '.<:ouid they have been afha

m\;d, 

I 
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med, if they had lived in there Days; when 
thofe very things, which they thought to Le 
Faults and Blunders in the ConHittltiol1 of 
Nature are difCtHTcrcd to be very uil fni , -
and of exceeding Benefit to the Prcferyatioll 
and 'Yell-Being (If the whole? And, to 
mention no more: If Tully, from the p 1-

tial and very jmperfeB: Knowledge in A
ftronomy, which His Times affordccl, coulcl 
be fo confident of the Heavenl)r Bo1ies 
l)eing DiflJofed and M01:ed by a 'Vile al1cl 
Underftanding Mind, as to declare, that in 
his Opinion, whoever afTerted the contrar)T~ 

I 17 

was himfelf "f. voi\1 of all 
Ullderftanding; 'Vfl2.t wou'cl 
He have faiel, if he had 
known the Modern Difcove
ries in Aftronomy? 'rhe Im-
1llCllfo Greatl1efl of the World; 
(I mean of that P~rt of it, 
which falls under our Obfer

>(. Cxleftem erg') a(:Olira
bi 'em ord i oem inCfcd J bi
lemque confbnriJm, ex ql;;t 

conkrvario &: falll> omnium 
- - -om!1lS onrur, qUl vaCJre 

menre pur~r, is ipfe mentis 
expers hab::ndus dL De 
N.l.rltra Deonll11, lib. 2. 

vation ;) which is now known to be as 
much greater than what in his Time they 
imagined it to be, as the \VorlJ it felf, ac
cording to their Syi1:em, ,vas greater than 
Archimedes's Sphere? The E'xqIliJite Regll[,r
?-ity of all the Planets Mo:ions, without Epi
cycles, Stations, Retrogradations, or :my 
other Deviatir·n or Confuiiol1 whatioevcr> 
The illexpreJjible N-icety of the Aeljuftment of 
the Primary Velocity anel Original Direc
tion of the A1l7z:cal .Motion of the Planets, 
with their diftann: from the Central Bodv 
and their force of Gravitation to\'v'arcls it- ~ 
r~he wonderful PropoJ'tion of the Di1lr71,rl .?vl (J

tiOll of the Earth and other Planets abollt 
I 3 thc~r 

• 

• 
• 



A Demon • ratton 0 
- -

their own Centers, for the DifrillCl:ion of 
l,ight :mc1 Darlmefs; without that rnon~ 
:11-roun~< difrmporti0natc 'Whirling of the 
w1~~lc Hc:n-ens, which the Antient Afrro
n0:11~T5 wefe fl)rced to fuppo[c? The exaEl 

ACt:011111toJ,ltiJlg the -¥- De1tjitics 
... r:";'~~HU.'n d.'~/:r.1t,.s of the Planets, to their di

f-·,' j';;:1,. I': r.lf::"t>!' diJ;n~- fiances from the Sun, and 
{f -, .:1\ 3rrJr~nr~l:ln Jrph- ft 1 h P 
c~:::' =0 diJmccros \·Lr3S. con equent T to t e ropor~ 
;,:': c11. rcc;;x.~ce ut eli!"- tion of Hcat which each of 

• • ',: ',>' F!cn::c.lr!Jm" a 1"0:<', them is to bear refipectively; 
~ ~;.~ ~ 1:;:'~: ~ ~~l~m~ :Jm~~~: fo th2 t neither thofe which 
. ,';;': ';:'::ir DeL!~ P:JO'::- are neareft to the Sun, are 
r:', 'J r. ,,,o,:,~, d:n~r::li5 il deftroyed by the Heat; nor 
~' e. t:: r:' 't: /i" ;,Y.~dl/ thoie "which are farthefr off, 
:.:::.:':.~: _. -::.I::'e S":ic ~ .j.- b ' C Id b h 
";' :. :': rr::t":"': i";t..:t-4{r~ N~."·,, 'J1' t.t1e '0 ; ut eac OI1e 
t'::;, rr:;;.:~:, Lb, 3' r'2t, 8. enjoys a Temperature fuiterl 

-

to its proper LTfes, as the 
Eart!! is to oTln? The Admirable Order, 
.1Yl!~bc,. <111d UJfitl7tefl, of the feveral MOD1ts, 
(:-.s I JT;a~.- ,-ery properly cal1 them,) never 
Jre;:;.:;;t . f by Antiquity, but now by the 
Help of Te1dcopes clearly a11d dijlinElly pen 
to ffiO\"e about their refpeCtive Planets; 
and ,,"::ofe :\Iotions are fo exactly knowll, 
d:?t their ycry Eclipfes arc as certainly cal
culated and foretold, as thofe of our own 
1\.[00n? The jJr.mga AdjujbJ1l?71t of o%,r Moon's 
_il.I'Jtiol1 ,1Z,Ollt its 01).'11 Cellter once in a Mon th, 
V:i::l its l\'fotion about the;: Earth :in the 
fa:11C Perioi (.'f Time, to fuch a degree of 
EX2:b1Cfs, that by tbat me.11ls the fame Face 
is aIr"ars obvertcd to the Earth without tiny 
fcnfiblc Yariation? Lafi:h~, the Motions of 
t1e Cf)m~ti, which arc N~w known to be as 
exaCt, n gular, and pcr~odi( cd, :1<; the Moti-

OD!.i 



!Being and Attrihutes 0 Corl. I 1 9 
0118 of Other Planets? What, I faY', would 
Tillly., that great Mafl:er of Reafilll, have 
thought and raid; if there and other new-
ly difcovered Inftances of the UnexpreHi-
Me Accuracy and Wifdom of the Works of 
God, had been founel out and known ill His 
Time? Certainly Atheifm., which Then wa,s 
altogether unable to withftand the Argu-
ments drawn from this Topick; ruufl: 1lOW , 

upon the additional Strength of there later 
Obfervations, which are everyone an Ul1-

anfwerable Proof of the incompreheniible 
"\Vifdom of the Creator:7 be utterly afhamed 
to fhow its Head. We }low fee with how 
great reafon the Author of the Book of Ec
clefrajliclI'i, :after he had defcribed the Beauty 
of the Sun and Stars, anel all the then vifi-
hIe Works of God in Heaven and Earth:; 
conclude::1, c:b. 43, ~). 32, (as W-e af[er aU 
the Difcoveries of later Ages, may no doubt 
ftill truly fay,) There are yet hid greater tbi1Tgs 
th,m tbeJe, a,jdwe bin'c ften b'lt a few of his 
1Yorks. 

XII. Lafl:ly, 'D)e S"preme Gtltj'e and AlI- Tile s:~
thor of all Thil1gs, 11l1ljJ of Neceffity be a Beil1/{ p,.,'mt? AI" 

oj Infnite Goodnefl, JJ,jlice a;ld TrZltb, and ~~~;.:t all 
all other Mor,d Peip;m01IS; fJl(;b as Become IIIUlt,,:, ;n
the Supreme GOVcnlOJlr cmd ,'flldge of the Trolld .. finitely 
That there are differwt Rel,ltiom of Things (joDd,}I'~ 

t d } , t . t J .II:.{ I rz. e. one owar s anot ler, IS as cer a1l1 as wt 
there arc Different Tbi11gs in the Worlel. That 
from thefe Di.ffcrellt Relations of Di.ffi:J't'71t 
Thil1g,r, there llcceffari ly mites an Agn'c-
meut or DiJagreC11lC71t of fi>l11C Thi llgs to 0-

then;, or a Fitllf Js or U"jit 1lI~ is ()(' til e A p" 
I 4 plir~Hi()n 
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pliC':1rinn of Different Things or Different 
Re 1.1 t i('ns one to anotht.T; is likewife as 
certain, :15 tha t there is any' DjfFercnce in the 
K:1H1rc of Things, or that Diitercnt Things 
3(1 F:C:.ft. Fun:1cr, that there is a FitueJ.~ 
r:' _';,:~.l"':!n··-';~ l'f certain ('ir( lilJljlil11CCS to ccr
t::;n i-"I:J~}':(, an,i an [r1!f1!it.lnO/~rS of Oth~r5, 
}"'l!;-,1c,! jn the l\-. .7tilre Df Things and the 
<:'iI">::~" :;tIC1;' rJ Pc"r{ims, antecedent to lVlll 
~... ~'... . 
:~:~.~ ll) all ./L l:itr.TJ'y or PoJiti'l'e Appomtmc11t 
-;-:~·.'t (::;:(.'"., m:;ft unavoidably be acknow
!(.;;:.:-J b::-- cn'1":'- one, ,,,ho \Fill l10t 2'.ffirm 
~ '~:l: "tis (111.:.1:y Fit .71:.1 S1Iitable, in the J.·V:':ztl/re 
. d R,.:/.;! rf TI~'il;g~, that an Innocent Be-
1::; il:c'..JIJ be e: .. trcmely and et',.,1,1lly MiJe
i·.~ /:", as L '1.1 tit 1.houl d be Free [wm fuch 
?-.:i.'er::-. T::ec is therefore fuch a Thing 

-ro' - • [-' r- 11 ill '1 • .- I- ]r.,· ... I. ,...~.,(') 7'--'~"''; etern" y l1ece arl Y .,~ ..... ')' ~, .. ! .;" .c, " a., 
:",1 L.:!:l.:~.1;lg::.:lbl\-, in t;le Nature and Reafull 

~ , 

.:f r:il1gs. );"CW "'hat thefe Rdatiolls ofTbi1!gs 
:-, ~)[o~Utel:.- and necefGrily Are in Themfelvcs; 
TSlat alia 6cy App:"lr to /;e, to the l1nder
fc:tniing (.f an Intelligent Beings; excepJ: 
'[;"".0(£: cr:1T, w;w tll;derftand Things to Be 
\'::::tr rJ:e:.- are not, that is, whofe Unierftand
jj'g.s ~re eit~1er "I.'err imptrfecr or very much 
c:el) fen' ed. And by this U1tderjl.111dil1g oj' 
]{i:0;;·!c.-:ge of the Katmal and Keccffary Rc
lati<J!!s of Things, the Atl:io1ts lil~cn'iJc of all 
1r:t(;~ligcnt Beings arc: cOllftantly DireCted; 
(\,,r)':ic:J Ii)' tbe ly is the: true Ground and Foun
(bt;on (:f all .MpraJity;j !lnkfs their ]rill 
1'~ cnrrupte:cl b].' parti,LIlar IlIure); 0)' AJ~{
t:',1:, (,r i\';a;"(;cl L'.' l;)me nnrczt!()J]cthlc UJ1(I 

F<::\>c;iling LLlfr. 'lhc Supreme C::tule th<:rc
~fJri:, ~r:.d Aut!:(Jr ()f o.tll Things; lince (a.:> 

has 



!Bei11:,r; and Attributes-o -Cod. I g.I 
]las already been. proved) he mull: of Ne- ]Jag. U3. 
ceiIity have Ill.finite Kl1orvle1t..e, ancl the 
Perfecli(ln of lIIiJdom; fo th~t tIs abu)lute1y 
jmpoilible he fhoulrl Er~_ or be in-. any rc-
fpect [1£110'-'111, of the 'l rue RelatIOns and 
Fitnefs or Unfitnefs of Things, or be by-
any means DeailJed or impofed upon here-
in; And fince he is lik<::wifc Self-E. .. cijlel1t, 
Abfolutely 11tdepe7ldellc and All-PoweJjul; 
So that, having no 'Want of any thing, 'tis 
impoffible his 11' ill . {b6uld be jnfluenced by 
any wrong AJf~aio)t ; and. having no De-
11endencc, 'tis impoifible his Power i110uld 
l)e limited by any Superior Strengt1~ ; 'Tis 
evident He muft of NeceHity, (meaning, 
not a p.,rec~lJity of Fette, but fuch a M'Jral :Ne-
Cejity as I before raid was conilftent with pag. 105_ 
the rnoft perfect Liberty,) Do always what 
h.e Knows to be Fittejl to be dOl1e; that is, 
He muit Act always according to the fl-rid-
eft Rules of Infinite GoodlleJ.~, Jufiice and 
Trzttb, and all other Moral PofeEliol1s. In 
Particular: The Supreme Caufe muft in 
the firft place be infinitely Good; that is, 
he muft have an unalterable Difpoiitioll to 
Do and to C011l11H111ictfte Good Qr HalJpinefs ; 
Becaufe beiug himfe1f neceifarily H.ll'PY in 
the Eternal injoyment of l1is own infinite 
PerfeCtions, he cannot poHibly have any 
other Motives to make any Creatures at 
all, but only that_ He l11ay communicate 
to Them His OWIl PerfeCtions; according 
to th(;:ir different Cap.xcitie.~, arifing from that 
TTaricty of .Natlll es, which it was fit for lu-
jillite IF iflh1/L to produce; ·and according to 
their differeut Improvf1llc1lts, ariiing from 

that 
• 



A Demon{lration () the 
tnat Liberty which is effentially Nece.fTary 
to the Conftitution of brtellige'lt and Aai •. e 
B,oi1~gs. That he muil: be linfinite1y G004, 
apr,oars likewife further from hence; tbat 
bo' i~' g nccdEuil y Afl-SuJlicimt, he muft con
jf,(;:Tcnthr be infinitely remored from all 
l"f.~lir:t' and Em.:y, and -from all other poffi
hIe Cmfes or Tempt2tions of doing Evil; 
which it is erjdcnr, can only be Eftecrs 
of lr.111t and. lrc.1knefs, of ImpelfdlioJI or De
rr.:z .. ':itio1r. Again; the Supreme Caure and 
A:l thor of all things. muft in like man-
11Cr be infinitelT :JlIjf ; Becaufe the Rlile 
of Equ:ty being nothing eIre but the Very 
.. V.7:ure' of Things, and their l1e£~frary Rela
t !(jr., (me to Another; And the E'xecllti'm fJf 
0711/:i...::. being nnthing elre but a fuiting the 
C;nu'J:j!.mccs of Things to the ff!..!,alijicatimls 
of PerJo"tts, according to the Original Fit-
7:i'fi ~nd Agreeahleitefi, which I have before 
11:ow11 to be jI.-eajJ.1rily ill lV;.lt1lre, antece
dent to Trill .1711 all Fojiti've Appoil1tme'lt; 'tis 
eviac:nt, that He who brows Pe/fealy this 
Ru1e of Eq:..!ity, and lleceifarily Judges of 
Thii:gS a, they are; who has compleat Power 
to Execnre Juftice according to that Know
ledge, and ~No pn./Jible Temptation to deviate 
in the lcaft: t~er(:from; who can neither 
be impaJed upon by any Deceit, nor Jwayed 
by any By.if>, nor awed by any Power; 
muft of nece~lity do always that which is 
Riybt; without Iniquity, and without Par
tiah7; without Prejudice, and without Re
fped of Perfons. Laftly; That the Su
pre:r:e Caufe and' Author cf all things, muft 
be True and F:,ithflll, in all his lJeclara-

• 
Hons 
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titl.1ZS and all his Promiies; is mefl: evident: 
For the ollly I'oili.ble Rcafon of Falfifyil1g, 
is either R41mt!J~ or Forgetfulllcjs, I1/(:01tjlal1~Y 
or Impotency, Fear of Evil, or Hope of G(lin; 
From >f- aU whicll an Infi
nitely lJTiJe, AO-fllfficient and 
Good Being, mnn of Ne
ceiIity be infinitely remo
ved; and confequently, as 
it is iml'olEble for him to 
be dcceiv6d bimJe1f, fo >f- nei
ther is it p01tible for him 
111 any wife to deceive o
thers, In a "\V orel : AU E
vil and all Iml)erfections whatfoevcr, a
rife plainly either from SboJ'tl1cfi of U'lIder
jlandil1g, Depa of PO')JJer, or Fa11ltil1efi of 
lrill; and this laft, evidently from fi)me 
Impotency, C01'/'llptio1t or Depravation; being 
nothing elfe but a direct Chooiing to Att 
contrary to the known Reafon and Nature 
of Things: From all which, it being ma
nifeft that the Supreme Caufe and Author 
of all Things, cannot but be infinitely Re
moved; it follows undeniably, that he 
muft of Neceility be a Being of I"finite G4fJd
,;e Js, JlIflice and Trllth, mId Ltll ot bCt" 1I10r.1l 
l.)effeElio1ls. 

To this Argumentation a p1'iori, there 
("an be oppofcd but one Objedinn that I 
know of, rlrawn on the ("ontrary a pnfleri
ori, from Experience and OhfervatlOll (1f 
the UneCJual Diftributi\)l1s of Prm-del1ce in 
1:he World, But (beiides the jl11t Villclica
tinn of the \Vifrlom and. Goodner., of Pro
'Vidence in its Dif11cnfatinw" (\,11 with Re-

f " 
l'\ e('L 
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f-pca to t~lis jmJt"1!t "~orld onl)r, ,,·hidl 
P!Tlt.1!( b and other Heathen "·riters h~vc 
ju,1i('i ..... ully- made,) the ObieCtion it felf js 
enti cod y" \~'idc of the Queftion. For (011-

("l?rnl)~2" ,'1(' Juftice and Gooclnefs of God~ 
(~~ ex" anr Governour whatfoerer,) no 
J udgn-_cnt is to be made from a partial View 
of a few {mall Portiuns of his Difpenfati
tion5. but frc'm an entire Confideration of 
t!::e -W~olc; and confequently not only the 
lhC'ft Duraticn of this prcfent State, but 
moreon'r 311 t;,at i3 paft anrl that is frill to 
("C':1~C'. Fllft be raken JJ1to the Account: and , 

T::eil C\-crT tti-!~g will clearly appear juft 
) -, 

,... ~"" ... ~ • ""l' "' +-
·4 j • - l 
t..- ..... - - _.:> ~ • 

Fran:. t:-_1:. Account (If the 110ral Attributes 
of G(d. it follnY.~s, 

1-, ::: IF 'f11::n t110ugh A11 the Actions of God, 
C-)-.' -:, :nc cl!r:reh- Free; and conft:quently the 
G --;' ~ :., - ExerciL of ~i.:; ::\Ioral Attributes cannot be 
t.~~e;~.::c'-.;- i31d to be ~c("errary in the fame Scnfe of 
fi :,,,:z:;~ :Ke("c]:t~,- as his Exiftencc and Eternity 
j!' :~:: L:· an: ~eceflan-; Yet thefe lvIoral Attrihutes 
C";'. are J'~:":j 1:u2 tritly Neceffary, by fuch a Ne
~t~;,- I;: cdE t~-~, as, though it be ~ not at all incon-

fiftent '\vit:t Liberty, yet is equal1y Cer
tain, Irf?llible, and to be depended upon~ 
a.~ c'.-e!l r::e Ex:ttC'llce jt felf, or the Erer-. 
niry uf God. For tIlGngh nothing is more 
(" erra:n (.1; [1.7.> /; ,en already pro"L'ed in the 
.lYinrb PropoJitivl1 of this Difco1E1fe) than th2.t 
God aCTS? W)t ?tcc£:fJ..'1rily, but 1.'oI1l1ztari-
l..", wir:-r particule r intention an.d defign~ 
kn"Jw;llg that he does Good, 2.nd unending 
to ricJ [0, freely and out of choice, anrl 

when 

, 
, 

I 
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When he has no other conftrailit upon hIm 
but this, that his Gooc1nefs inclines his 
Will to communicate himfclf and to do 
Good; f() that the Divine Nature is under 
110 Neceility, but fuch 'as is con:!iftent with 
the moft perfect Liberty and frceft Choice: 
(which is the Ground of an our PraY('Ts 
ani Thankfgivin gs; the Reafim, ;-v h Y \\ie 

pray to him to be good to us and gracIOlls, and 
thCl11k him for being jufl and merciflll; 
whereas no Man rays to him to be 01JZl1i
prt:Jeut or tbmrks lim for being' Omnipotent, 
or for 'kno1Pil1g all tbi11gs :) Though nothing, 
I fay, is more certain, than that God acts, 
not necefJ..lrily, but' 7..l olzmtarily; yet it is 
11evertherefs as tr1lly a1ld abJoliltcly impo../fzble 
fOJ; God not to do (or to do an).'" thjng cori
trary to) what his l\1oral Attributes require 
him to do; as ifhe was really, not a Free, 
but a Neceffary Agent. And the Reafoil 
hereof, is plain: Becaufe infinite Know
ledge, Power and Goodrlefs in Conjuncti
on, may, notwithftanding the moft perfeCt 
Freedom and Choice, act with altogether 
~ much Certai11ty and Unalterable SteddineJs; 
as even the Neceffity of Fate can be fup
pofed to 10. Nay they cannot poHibly but 
fa aCl:; becaufe Free Choice, in a Being of 
Infinite Knowledge, Power and Goodnefs, 
can no more choofe to aCl: contrary to thefe 
Perfections; than Knon,leJgc. can be ~r!.,7ZO· 
1"anCe, Power be 1Yeaknc!f, orG'Jodl1eJ5 111alice .
So that Free Choice, in fuch a Being, maY' 
be as Certain and Steddy a Principle of Acti
on, as the NecefIity of Fate. \Ve may 
therefore as certainly and infallibly rely 

ul'0n 



A Demon the 
• 

ratton 0 

upon the lJ.fol".11, as upon t11e JllatllraZ Attri
lmtcs ofGo:i : It being as abfolutcly irnpof. 
iible for Him to Ad contr:uy to the One, 
as to Deyeft himfdf of the Other; And as 
roUC';l a Contraditian 7 to fuppofe him 
Chooilng to Do any thing illconfifh.:nt with 
l:is Jllftice~ Goodnefs and Truth:, as to 
filppofe J1im de,-efrec! of Infinity, Power , 
or Exifrence. The one is contrary, to the 
Immediate mta Abfolllte lYeceJlity of bis Na
ture :, The other, to the unalterable Re8it1ldc. I 

of bis Jrill: The One, is in it felf an Imme
Ji.;zte Coi;tr<rdiElio1t ill tbe Terms; The Other, 
is an expreff C07ftr,1diaioJt to tbe lVec~D:ll"Y 
PeljfDio7!S of the Dh:iue .L\~rt1tre. To fUPl)Ofe 
the One, is ['lying abfolutelv that Some
tbi1fg is ,!t the J.1me Time tlJ<1t it is not: To 
fuppofe the Other, is fayjng that Infinite 
Knowle4::,e cc.ll ACt Ignorautly, Infinite POlVer 
lre,lkly, or that Infinite lrifdom and Good
,refs can do Things J..Yot GoO.1. or JriJe to be 
done: An which are eqll.1l1y Great, and e
qzully 11h17fififl Abfurdities. Thjs, I hum
bly conceive, is a l,;ery Inte lligible Ac
count of the ~Ioral Attribntes of God; 
fatisfactory to the :NIind, and without Pc:r
plexity alld ConfUllon of Ideas. I might have 
faid it at once, (as the Truth maft certain
IT is,) that Jl1fi:ile, Gooodnefs, and aU the 
other ?vIoral Attrihutes of God, arc as EJ-
Jcl:tial to the Divine Nature, as the Natu
ral Attributes of Eternit}'", Infinity, and the 
like. But becaufc: all Atheiftical Perfons, 
afrer they are fu11y cOllvinceJ th:at there 
muft needs be in the Univerfe forne one E
ternal, Neceifary, Infi111tt;; and All-power~ 

ful 
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ful Being; will ftill with unreafQnable Ob
ftinacy COlltend, that they ?tIl by no me2ns 
fee any nece{fary CollneXlOll of Goodnefs, 
Juftice, or any other Moral Attribute, 'with 
thefe Natural PerfeC:l:ions; Therefore I chafe 
to endeavour to demonftrate the Moral At-
tributes by a particular deduCtion, in the 
manner I have now done. 

2dly. From hence it follows, that though of the ~"e· 
God is a moft perfeCtly free Agent, yet he ,:ffi;) of. 

b d I h · B fr 1 (jod, dOing cannot ut 0 a ways w at IS e ar:( ahr>'lJj' 

Wifefr in the whole. The Reafoll is evi- wb.;t ; .. 
dent; becaufe Perfect Wifclom and Goodncfs, Be/t an'! 
are as Steddy and Certain Principles of Action, Fl:ltte)l, J.R 

N iIi . fc If A d I fi . 1 t .e Wt10!e. as ece Ity It e: n an n 111te y 
Wife and Good Being, indued with the moft 
perfeCt Liberty, can no more choofe to aCt 
in Contradic.tion to Wifclom and Goodnefs; 
than a Neceffary Agent can ACt contrary to 
the Neceffity, by which it is aCted: It being 
as gr€at an Abfurdity 2nd Impoffibility in 
Cboice, for Infinite Wifdom to choofe to aB: 
Unwifely, or Infinite Goodnefs to choofe 
what is 110t Good; as it is in Nature tur abfo
lute Neceffity to fail of producing its necef
fary EffeCt. There was indeed no Necejjity 
t1Z Nature, that God ihould at firfr Create 
fuch Beings as he has Created, or indeed any 
Beings at all; becaufe He is in Himfclf in
finitely Happy, and All-fufficient; There 
was alfo no Necejjity in Natllre that he ihould 
l)referve and continue Things in Being, after 
they were created; becaufe he would be as 
Self-fufficiellt without their Continuance, as 
he was before their Creation; But it was 
Fit, and Wifc1 and Good, that Infinite Wif-

dam 
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dom fhould manifeft, and Infinite Goodncis 
Ct1!Tlnmnicatc it- [df; .And therefore it Was 
K:(~/r!Fy (in t!-IC St-1if:~ of NccdIity I am no]!' 
j)',-.lF,:::.: ('f,) th~t Thillgs !hould be made at 
fL!,:i~ I i::!~) ~1l1d continued f{) InJ'g, and inducd 
't'.-: [:1 ,-:!riol.1s Pcrfcctinl1s in fuch Degree~, 
~" l11~l1ire ,\Vifdom and GnnJnefs fa'w it 
'Wiic11:: and Edt that they fhonld be: And 
'd',-;! ail:l T'~-bi!fl Things arc -in Bcinf;_ the fame 
}\toral Perfections make it Nc,~dT~rv', that 
the:- fhould be difpofed and goYernerl-a('corrl
jng to the exacrcfr and moH 1111Changeablc : 
L3,\\'S ofEtemal Tufilcc, G00cinc1s ~md Truth:, 
Becau[c while Tbinss and their pi'C'rcrl Rel,l
tllJlIS are, tiley cam1Clt l'ut be n-hat they are; 
and an :1:hnit'e!y 'Wjfe Being cannot but know 
them t{) be w'hat the}r are, 3.n,-l jlfdge ah\-ays ' 
l'i:;.btl.v concernjng the fever:d Fitndfes or Un
·:fitneiI'ts (:f them; and an Infinitely Good 
:Being, canl~ot hut cboofe to a8 always ac-
cording to diis Kn0wledge of t11(, refpeCtive 
Fituefs of Things: It being as trnlT impof
:fibre for [:.1ch a Free Al,(mt, who is abfolure
l:r incap?.ble of being Deceived or Depraved', 
t'J Chccfo, by <lering contrary to thefe Lal,'tTs, 
to de1tr,"Y' its own Pofdfio11S; as for l-lc
C~rr.lt'j' Exifeue to be able to deJlroy its OWll 

Bei1:
L
'Z· 

r:':, J,,:- -;:dly. From} enC"e it follows, that though 
; .:r·!::, Gorl is both PerfeCtly Frec:, and alfo 1nfi .. 
',<!. !, "; nitel:- Powerful, yet- he cannot Pofhbly do 
) ',.!. an}r Thing that i., Er'il. The Reafonof tJlis 

alfl') is Evident. Becauf<.>, as 'tis manifdi: 
Ir:finite Pmn:r cannot extend to Natural Con .. 
tr:~clichons, which irnp1y a Ddhucrion of 
t:.at very Power by wliich they Jl1ufl: })e 

fuppof<.:d 

.. 
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filppofclt to l1c h~Qt1ght ~~) neither. can. it cx
tCl1Ll to M.orat (.ol1trachtttolls, w1w:l! Imply 
a ])eftrudion of {()Inc other }\ttributl. :;, :is 
nccciT:trily helollging to t1:e j ;iVinc f-:at'-lf':, 
as powel'. I have already fhl,W 11, t~·:::t~ 
Juftice, Q-'Odllds and TrlIth, arc l;cc..£L:'il:," 
1n Go:l; even as nccc1r:lrily, ~1S Pr)'.n:r all'.l 

UnLledbnding, ancl Knowledge of' the 1,:-:-
ture of Things: 'Tis therefure as Imrofliblc 
amI Contradictory to iilppU[C bis JFil1 .f/.'OilU 
Cboo)i: to cio any Thiilg cOJltrary to Jllfrice, 
Goodnefs or Truth; as that hi.)' Pcn'o' /f.,'Jid,t l e 
llble to Do any thing inconiifbl1t wi Ih f'O'.F-

er. 'Tis no Diminution of Pm'!..;r, l1(Jt ro be 
able to Do Things which arc 110 O!.::je(.t of 
PO,\l.rer : And it is in like manner 110 Dimjnu-
tion either of Power or Liberty, to ],ave [ucll 
a Perfed and Unalterable RecritL1tle of 'Will, 
as never PoiIibly to cboolt' to do any Thing 
inconfiftent with t112.t Rectitude. 

4tbly. From hence it follows that Liberty, 
properly fpealdng, is not in it felf an Iril- f::-,:f l.l- , 
1?:rfecrion, but a Perfection. FO.r it is in ~he i/~ri//~~;/~~ 
hlgheft and completeft degree, 111 Gad hmz- Im;"-'I;'5i-
ftlf; Every Act, wher~in he Excrc:ifes any 111, 1'1", , • 

. Moral Attribute, as Goodner~, Jnfl:icc or Pafdhcnr, 
Truth, proceeding from the llwfl: Perfett Li-
berty and Freeft Choice; 'INithollt \\r1lich, 
Goodneis w:mlrl not be Goodnc[~, 1101' Jullin! 
2nd Truth any Fxcd Jcl1C1CS; t hd~ things, ill 
the very Irl.ca ~ll1d formal N(l/ion (If thcm, 
utterly excluding all NeccJhty. It l1:1s in-
deed been commonly taught, that' Liherty is 
a great Imperfection i bC:Gll.lil' it is the: Occa-
fion of all Sin and Mifery : nut, if we will 
ij)calcpropcrly, 'tis not Liberty that CX.P()(-;'s 
us to Nlifery, but only the AbllC; 0[' Liberty 

K 'Tis .-
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'Tis true; Liberty ma1ces Men capable of Sin, 
an(1 :~::nj~'guently liable to 1v1ifery; neith~r 
( f 1',-hie.; they could pnffibly be, without Li
berty: Rut lie that win fay every thing is an 
ImperfeL::ioJJ, by the Abufe whereof a Crea
ture ma-,- become more unhappy~ than if God 
}"!;d nt'v;;r given it that power at all; muft 
[;n~ ti",at n S-one is a more excellent and Per-

• 

fed Creature than M,w, becaufe it is not 
capableof making it felf miferable, as Iv1an 
:is: Ancl, by the fame Argument, Reafon 
and Kno'wlcdge, and every other PerfeCtion, 
nay even Exiftence it [elf, will be proved to 
be an ImperfeCtion; becaufe it is That, 
without vlhich a Creature could not be mi
fcrable, The Truth therefore is ; The Abufe 
nf Liberty, that is, the Corruption and De
Jiravation of That, without which no Crea
ture's could be happy, is the alone Cauf<:: of 
~heir i\-lilery: But a3 for Liberty it felf~ it 
1S a great PerfeCtion: And the more Perfect 
any Creature is, tbe morc perft::cr is its Li
berty: And the perfecteftLiberty of all, is fuch 
a T ,iberty, as can never by any Ignorance, De
ceit or Corruption, be byaiTecl OT diverted from 
Chnofing, what is the Proper Object of Free 
Choice, the greateft Good. 

ll),:t ~i,' ')thly, From hence it follows, that though 
h.:g/;n .;(J- probaHy no Rational Creature can be in a 
;;;,,::; f:"~~ f1:rid Phi.10fophical Senfe Impeccable; yet we 
ri~,~ '!"':'':- may ea:f1ly conceive, how God can place 
:iiW"h .. ,Jr fIlch Creatures, as he judges worthy of fo 
~x" I'. excdlellt a Gift, in fuch a State of Know ... 
~~:~u:." ledge and near Communion with himfel:f, 
, .. '.,' '(\There GoocInefs and Hulillefs £hall appear fo 

amiable, ana where they £hall be exempt from 
~l.l me~n:;; of T(;mpl<!tiol1 and Corruption; 

that 
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that it :1hall never be poiIlble fOi: thf'!1l, nut·, 
withftanding the Natural Liberty (f t:lf ir 
Will, to be feduced from their UllC; cUJg,~aUC:' 
Happinefs in the Everbfting Choice zmd 
Enjoyment of their grcateit Good: -','.';lich 
is the Stat.e of Good Argcls, awl cf t;1C 
Saints in Heaven. 

I ' t ) 

Lafily, From 'what has bee~1 f2.id upon ifnt tle 
this Head, it [011o\V8, that the true Ground c."tulId, ,of 

d F d · f 11 E 17\'" 1 01,1' .. t!, .lIol .• / an. oun .atl0n~0 a, Jterna lV.l.ora U 1- eYJ/if!,'zticl.'" 
gatlOns, IS thIS; toat the fame Rc?f.')lls, ;tr~ acrn.ll 
(viz.. the forementioned neceibrv ai~d etcr- ad near, 
nal di.n:erent Relatio11s \vhich di.n:ere1lt Tbi71~sl . .'n, ",lid • 

jJt JJL ( "("Pc!t1 (1,"1:1 

bear one to another; and the confcqutYlt f); .1I:; .. 
Fit1tefs or u,rjit1lf:j; of the Applicatioll of L.m,,:" 
different Things, or different Relations o:,e 
to another, unavoidably ariiing from that 
Difference of the Things thernfelves:,) thefe 
fame Reafonsi I fay, which always an'! 
neceffarily do Jetermine the V/i1l cf God, 
as hath been before fhown., 011<~bt alto 
conftantly to determine the 'Will c,f all 
Subordinate Intelligent Beings: An,l when 
they do not, then fuch Beings fettillg up 
their own unreafonable Self-"W ill il) 0 PF)'" 
lition to the Nature <!llll RcaF.ll1 of Thii~g$, 
eildeavour (as much as in them lies) 10 

make Things be 'what they are not alLl 
cannot be; Which is the higheft Prefirnp-
tion and greateft Infolence imaginahle; 
an aCting contrary to their. ovm Re31lcm 
and Knowledge; an attemptmg to dcitJ"i y 
that Order by W11ich the Univerfe fi..lb-
lifts; and alfo, by confequcnce, an ofrc-
ring the higheft affront imaginable to the 
Creator of aU Things, who himfdf go-
verns all his A~l:ions by thefe Rules, alld 

K :2 ('(:11-
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ratton 0 the 
camiot but require the fame of all his 
reafonahle Creatures. They who founel 
all .Moral Obligations ultimately in the 
11' ill of God, muft recur at length to the 
[l:1:e thing; only with this difference, 
t1':H thCT do not dearly explain how the 
]\-'rtuJ'e ,17!d Will of God bimjelj"-mllft be necef
[;:[1"11:- Gr)od and Juft, as I have endeavoured 
to <If.). They who found all Moral Obli
gations only 'upon Laws made for the good 
of S:lcicties, hold all Opinion which (be
ftdes tl:at 'tis fully confuted by what has been 
alrca:h- i"airl concerning the eternal and ne
ceDar)' eliiference of Things,) is moreover [0 
dircdhr and manifdHy contradiCtory and 
inconiiirent with it felf, that it feems ftrange 
it fhould n01: have been more commonly ta
ken llotice of. For:if there he no difference 
between Gooel and Evil, antecerlent to all 
Lav,·s; there can be no reafon given why 
am- Lav..-s fbould be made at all, when all 
t;jillgS arc naturally indifferent. To fay 
that Laws are neceffary to be made for the 
good of ,Mankind, is confeiEng that certain 
Things tend to the Good of Mankind, tllat 
is, to the preferving and perfecting their 
l'~:l( nre ~ which Wife Ivlen therefore think 
neceifAry to be eftablifhed by La'ws: And 
jf the reafon why certain Things are efta
blilhcd by wife and good Laws, is becaufe 
thofc Things tend to the good of Mankind; 
'tis maliifc11: they were good, anteced~l1t to 
their being confirmed by Laws: Otherwife, 
i.f tJ:f:Y were not good antecedent to all Laws; 
~tjs c:.·i,lent there could be no reafun why fueh 
L«ws fhnuJd be made, rather than the COl1-

t~'a:7: Which is the greateft Abfurclity in 
tL:;:~\crld. . And 
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N D now, from what has 1 een faid np- Tf:~ r:,;,;;_ 
on this Argument, I hope it is in theclli/i;.n 

whole fufficiently clear, that the Being and 
Attributes of God, are to attentive and cr,n
:fidering Minds, abundantly capable of juft 
Proof and Demonftration; and that the Ad
verfaries of God and Religion, ha\'c not 
Reafo1Z on their fide, (to which they wflulcl 
l)retend to be ftrid Adherers,) but merely 
vain Confidence, and great Blinr\nds al,\l 
Prejudice; when they W;1UU have it be 
th('mght, that in the Fabrick of the \\"ndd, 
God has left himfelf wholly without "\\ it-
ners; and that all the Arguments of :t<TatlJre 
are on the fide of Atheifm and I rre ligi 'm. 
Some Men, I know, there are, 'who having 
11ever turned their Thoughts to IVlattcrs of 
this N2.ture, think that thefe Thing~ are all ab
lolutely above our Coml'>rehenfion; and th?,t 

, 

we talk about we know not what, when we 
difpute about thefe Q!.lcftions: But iince 
the moft confiderable Athcifts that ever ap
peared in the 'Worid, and the Pleaders f()r U
niverfal Fatality, have all thought fit to argue 
in this \Vay, in their Attempts to re;l~O'"e 
the Firft Foundations of Religion:, it 1') 
Reafonable and NeceiI1.ry that they lhtJlJ\rl 
be oppofecl in their own Way:, it b:"l"S ",111ft 

certain, that no Argur:.lcnt~ti.on, of 1\-~,at 
l(ind foever, can pO!llbly be n:2~Le uC.: of oll 
the fide of Erronr, bm iilavali;) be ltL(l w:th 
much greater Ad.vantage -011 the! bchaif of 
Truth. 

2. From w~lat has heen faiel. on t;,is Ar
gument, we may fce ;IOW it comes to pat::, 
that though nothing is 1'0 certaill awl UlHlt ni-

K 3 able 
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::11-.1e 2s t 111:.' l~ece{[lrY Exiftcnce of God, ::mcl 
the c,nCeq1.1ent De~lnCtion of all his Attri
hat's; yet 1\£('n, ,,-lw have never attended to 
t;,c EY.i,~cl1ce cfR<:afim, an:l rhe Notices that 
GC1d kn~1 gi"\"t'l1 us of Himfelf, may ea:fily
ht:' in r,r1?:lt meaCurc ignorant of Both. That 
th!: ti',ree _-\ngles of a Triangle are Equal 
tn twCl rig~,t L~nes, is fo certain ann. evident, 
that w;lOe1:er ainrms the contrary, affirms 
W:~::l t may YC-1'"\- eailhr be reduced -to an ex-

... _ w .. 

preb Ct1~~~r[lJidioJ1: Yet whoever bends not 
his :,Ii:d to c0ui:der it at all., l11ay eafily 
be 1r::lOr.:mt of thi3 and l1umberlefs other ,. " 

t~}e ]il((' :'.Iar:1eI11arical and moft infallible . .. 'I" . ftl ti~!'. 

~ . Yet the Notir:es th2t God has been plea-
fed to gire us of himfclf are fo manyanrl -' , 
1·') obyio:.l5; in the Conftitution, Order,. 
Be~liJt"\~ C(lic1 Harmony of the :feveral Parts 
of t:!2 "\1"orld; in die Frame 2.11rl Structure 
of (tii" 0',\'11 Bo,:ic::s, and the wonderful Pow ... 
(:;s 2:~d F acnl' ie!'> of 0111' Souls; in the unavoi
c!ah1r; _'\P1Jfc::C:11!!nl1s of Oln" own Minds, and 
t:;·: CO'inl()i1 (' onfcnt cf all other Men; in e
nry thi;lg v:i:hin us, and everything without 
ll<; ~ tha; 110 IvIan of the meaneft C<!.pacity 
::Hd grt::!~ej-c Di(idvanta2"cs whatfoevcr, with 
r·"c ili;:(!tt'ft ani molt fuverficlal Obfcrv2.tion 
(,f tLt~ \.1.',,): ks of Gxl, and the lowefl: and 
m,<t < .. b\'j'lLls' ai:t('ndclllc::; to the Reafon of. 
Thill;" (~n he ignorant of Him" hut he 
~1Urt be utterly wi-tiJollt cxcufe. He may-not 
1l1dc~d be able to llnderftand or be afh:ttc(t 
b,t !<i~'c :::rd ?v'[I.:taphdic:r:l Demonftrations 
cf t:jC l:kil,g an(l At"tributes of God: Bm 
r;,cn [.)f t1.,c 1=trnc Rcafon, he is obI jgctl aWl 
j"jf)t to iiJfrc:r himle:lf to bc Dutkell and 1111-

fettlt'l 
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fettled, by ,the fubtle Sophiftrics of Scep-
tical and Atheifticall\1en; which he cannot 
I)erhaps anfwer, bec2.ufe hc cannot undc:r-
ft~nd: But he is bound to adhcr'c to thofc 
Things which he knows, an(l thofe Reafo-
nings he is capable to judge of; which are 
abundantly fufficient to determine anel 
to guide the PraCtice of fober and conilckring 
Men. 

4. But this is not an. God has more
over finally, by a clear and exprefs RweLlti
on of Himfelf, brought down from Heaven. 
by his own Son, our B1e~d Lord and Re
deemer; and fuited to every Capacity and 
Underftanding; put to Silence the Igno
rance of Foolifh, and the Vanity of Scep
tical and Profane lvlen: And hy declaring 
to us himfelf his own Nature and Attributes, 
has effeCtually prevented all Miftakes, which 
'the \Veaknefs of our Reafon, the Negbgence 
of our Application, the Corruption of our 
Nature, or the falfe Philofophy of wicked 
and l')fofane Men, might ]J::tvc led us into; 
and fo has infallibly t'urni1hed us with fuffi
clent Knowledge, to enable us to perform 
our Duty in this Life, and to obtain our Hap
l)inefs in that which is to come. But this 
exceeds the Bounds of my preG:!nt Subject, 
and deferves to be handlecl in a ptrticular 
Vi1c:our[t:. 

" 

. f' I I s . 
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This Di[courfe is hUlllbly Dc-
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THE 

Should not have prefumed to pltb
lifl1 thefe Papers ilz Virztiicatio7J. 
of Natuyal altd Revealed Religio'ii, 
after (0 many excelic?7zt Di[i'UUffeS 

already writtelt UPOlt that SuLje!.:t; 
had I lzot tbought my ;elf oZliged to 
it, i;z order' to purjite more futly the 
Dejig'lt of the HOlzourable }(umder of tbis 
LeCture, altd to anfwet' the ExpeHatiol:t 
of the j).,1oft Revereltd alzd the Honou
rable Tntjlees appointed b)' him. Tbe 
HOlzottrable Robert Boyle Efq; was a 
PerFJlt ,to lefs ;<:,calouflJ jolicitous for the 
propagati01t of title Religiolt and the prac
tice of Piety alld VC1'tue; thalt ditigeJzt 
and juccefsful ilz improving Expethrtelttal 
Pbilofophy, a1zd illlargiltg OIU I(JlOwledge 
of Nature. eA.;td it waj" his Jetled 0ri -
lli01l, that the adva1tceme;-tt an,d iltcreafe 
Of Nattlral I(Jlowledge, would always 

be 
> -



The Preface. 
lr? of S:'i-:'h3 to tbe Cfl1!je a1/d !':t .'i-ell 
of t;-:!:! ReIl~<io!l, iii. ortqfiti()Jt to ~-jt/\'ij:, 
!:?J.: L-i:,.rt1jt·L.~'~"J· ~f rzlt I~r/J~. Q~4cc{jj·. 
1.-::; . ./" h iit bj.j. Lz(e-tiiite made e.Yct':;e._: 
C; ~I /~,_:s UF.,x'i/' Ob/~j"vatioJlS to tDis 11/.;'-
•• 411'1'lr~" J' .... 

1~~' !if (', :::s I /ltii~'!J; (,/in w{Z(.'e j'i':"-_ 

';' .iji~. ,.j;·if his O('tlt,\ fOr cd'-'j'ii!g Oil 
~ I_ C' (Imt' Dcj'j:, [c1'l'etf!('til)'. III pltijlltl71Ce 
c( .-.. .. :/Jic~) li.!:d J e'l:ietZVO!Ht'd, Ii/, 'iI)'formf'! 
D.j~Of' [r.>, to Pi el!gt/Jc;:;: C;i,; COJtjiY1;J tbe 

" . . . . 
e-:u:;mlte!ds 1.C/):L}; ;,o'ue to 1!J' tbe Bemg 
~:1iid A.ttribut( J of God, partlj' b)' meta
tl.~jiCcll R('(ilolliJ~7" tl//.d pm-t(}' from tbe 
D;/;;IJ'(:a-:t'j" (Pi-;1n'ipal~y t/;I}Ie that bave 
bee:; l.?te~y made) ill iVatttral Pbilojoph)': 
AI,') ilt ae f;-cf:-Ht' Ti'eatife, 1 have at
tt'iilj'ted, iit a },zoiJtef mJd etjlu ivfethod'} 
to f:/filblijb the Unalterable Obligations 
of N arural Religion, tlnd the Truth 
and Certainty of the Chriftian Revela
tion. If u:bat I have laid, may ill allY 
meaJitie prr;iiJote the [Jitc/eft of true Re
liLtz,ioit hi this fcepticat and p'ofarte 
~Age, an:! aJifJ:Jef the Dejign jor wbich 
thzs Lel-iure 7.X_:as founded; 1 bave my 
£1](:'. 

It may [erhaps be e:lCpC'Red, that 1 
fi;?tdd take ~me 7totice of certain Re
mark'}, "'which have been publijbed tipon 
111)' Frrmer ,SennOlIS. Had the eAlIthor 
of t!.efe Rema,k.i elltered into the Merits 

of 
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of tbe COlie, or ~(fered all)' conjide'l'oble 
R.efljfms ilt oPPojitZOlt to what I had laid 
t/o'(.Q'n; I foould have thoZtg/Jt 11')' jf:l{ 
obliged to give hi1.JZ a particulal AIt(u)ey., 
Bitt jim;e his Book is made up chiefly of 
Rt<ili1Jg, and grofs JJtfifi'Orzjl1'ld-i iOlts; and 
.AU that he pretends to .fry by 'Ck'tl)' 

of Argumeltt, depends elztirelj' ifj'WZ SUf'
pojitiOlt of the Truth of tbe Cartefian 
Hypothefis, 'lJ!)hicb the beft JJ,fatbemati
ciaJJS ilZ tbe vVorld have demonftrated 
to be [aIfe; I prefimle it m':i)' be fi~tfi
cient, to jbow here the J-;;jinceri~)' of that 
Atltbor, altd the WeahteJs of bs Rfa
{Olti/zg, by a few byief Ol{e17..Jati07ZJ. 

The 01tly Argmnelzt he alleges agahifl 
we in his vi)hole Book, is TUs: Tbat 
if we k7s0W 'lwt d~(ii7jaly what the 
'1- EiTence of God, mzd 
\vhat the Efl"ence of Mat
ter is; we call1zot poj]ibly 
demoll/trate them at all, 
to be two different EF 
!eJlces. 

t Note, that in this iVnok 
Quefl:ion, the Word Er:t·~;::r. 
is not ro be r"ken in t!-e- pro
per MeraphyficdJ SeT": Ie, I the 
'INord, as fignit"yin[; Th,.zt i'~ 
w/:i::fJ a thing i,. wb.,( it i.' .. 
For in char Senre, the _-::t"1_ 
t;,(!S of God do conHicucc hi;; 

Effence; and Solidity or ImPl!netr,tbilit~ is the Elfence of /11artel': 
Bur Effince is all along to be undcrfl:ood, as lignifying the la!T'~ 
with SlIbftance. 

which I rW!7.R.'ey. 'Tis plailz 7P_'e 

'IJot thr: EiTcnct:s of Tbh''gJ' l)' In-
• • 

tUltlon ; 



he Prehlce: 
t'Ll!ri\"'1 : l:'t C:il o,':,1\, r.','l(J!I oZ,r;f{r t/'t':I/ 

, 

r~ .;;.~ '"L.l-/tlt 11~e ki/(;r~,-. (t" - tl"tC'JOj- i1ifi~'''rt'il'! 
'1''' ',- .. _; .. ., r·' ,'e-rr·j'!lll:'L'·'''. l' 'r~l;' j~'" I .' !\ ... ·t· ... 1l .. \....-J vI ..... "l.l ~ .... :""I '~.IL 1&'1,-

t
! l' '[ if G 1 f ~ ..•. - .• r '/.l \tt!'l ~tlte' 0 u' fl/' I , • ,,</I,,-t,,:' I; •• It i ,':" t, ,,/,: 

f. .~:;; r /1t! L:::-"t'lt Prop...:rtics of M~i.tter, 
~ .. .o ; .r'''' {S r/ .. r--j;:.o' ..... ,i i... l\,)p"jlJ' ";J' t,} 
... l.. ... J.t.~ ... 1 ' ..... !II: .... \...Ll£ ..... ''-" _1.o /, l, 

Ui'::.:.c ,~;:d /:,<.1/) t!S tb,7t theft' Ef
fences (Ji'e ei!:ij'(:~\, difterenr, t/'c:!:[,b 'ZJ!)(;, 

L';'::,:e i;O;' I,)/.' j;' .-fl.·)' w ha t t /v;{c! EjJfttcc s 
{,i'e ~ OJ- cUr" FilCuities trm ofF(Nd 'lU, iii 

1·U.:'r:: h:,< (J n:\' tl. e Ct'd{li~!elt tiJill(/' J' .. .. '- J ~ ."') 
";c ... ·"t(:.,e-;.·C' l:~i' h/lfll:ce: 'if, e tit 1iJO!I-

jir,;bie Atrribmes c;f God, (lre, tb.!t He 
iJ' St1f-Exii1:Cilt, Independent, Eternal, 
I 11 l~n ice, U ncll.:tngeab[e, Iilcorruptible, 
Iar:..'lisellt, Free, All puwerful, \Vife, 
J Ll it a r:d Good: T'Je klt(}~}lt Properties 

.,;. ';::e (,( I\la.aer, th''?, t!.'f1t it is ~ nor Ne-
f:;~;:::: cC"f.lry 01- Self. FxiftcDr, but Dependent, 
~ ,-:,- Finite, (n:?.',·, that it f?ils but a ftw 
& 49· \'erI fmall alld inconfiderable portiOJiS 

c( Sr(ht', that it is Divi!1ble, Paffive,) 
U ninttlligent, oul COllft fjt!elitt)' 1i7lCapa

l-;;' rf' til:} Adh'e Powers. Now 110thiJig 
UiiJ ie mo;'e Ctf'tahl alld e'L'icle;Jt, thcm 
t· at t/:e SubCtanccs to n,b!LlJ th,;:(e i'i'J
L.i;f.:.tif;;c A;uiLftteJ- c;, 7J ,opeytieJ -beloNg, 
(J t ()I;' Eifencts !',-1J1i2 which they fiu7.R,!, 
c:;e tMi;-dj diifl;rtnt OJ/t' j; em the ottN; 
t /;;')1(;[1) ~'c:' {LI} 1iOt diffj;tL-tly k;;ow what 

'-' J. 

tie im;py!f Su'b/f a?lee S 0, EjJt'llce s The1JJ-
jt:vt.J {{yeo If alt)' ld((n "[Juiil thi'i'lk a 

mere 



• The Preface . 
mere Hypothefis (tbe CarteGal1 01' llny 

otber) conceming tbe iml10jl Nature of 
Subfbncc~, to be It 'fIlO1'e JtltilfaCiory 
Difcovel'J of the d~fferellt EjflitCes of 
ThzlIgs, them we can l1Jake by Reafon
ing thus from their demc1~/trable Pro
perties; and will cl;mfe l'atber to draw 
fond ConJequcnces fronl Jucb Hyporhe-
fes and Fictions, founded Up01Z 'nO 

Proof at all, tba1~ to ma/{e uJe of 
fitch Pbilofopby as is grounded only up-
on clear Rea[on 01' good Experiments; 

. I know no help Jol' it, but be l1mft be 
permitted to injoy bis Opini01l quietly • 

• 

Tbe "eft of the Book is All either 
an indecent and unreafonable revilinK. of 
tbe learned Mr Lock; from whom I nei-

. tber cited anyone P aj] age, nor (chtlt I 
know of) l7orrowed any Argument from 
him; And therefore is altogetber Imperti.~ 
nent. Or elJe it c017jifls of groJs 1.11ifi"epre
Jmtations of my Senft, and very unfail' 
Con:flruClions "md falfe Citations of 'II!)' 

Words; of whicb I nJall preJel~tly give 
fome lnflances. 

Tbe firft S, and the ~ sth md -S6th 
Pages of the Remarks, are !pent in at
tempting to prove, tbat if we do not 
firft know what the Eifence of God ll 

and what the Effence of Matter, 
~ iS3 

• 

• 



he Preface, 
is; (tbat is., if tbe Cartefi,m Hypothe
fis concerning tlJe E/fences of' Spiritual and 
l\hterial S!Ib(l.mce, be not granted to be 
tme ;) tbaog is JIO way left, ~y which it Call 
be proved at all, tbat the Ejfence of God 
and l\'latter is 1JOr; one tllJd tbe fame. To 
'!Vbic/; I bave already given allo anftver; 
viz, that from the demollflrable Attributes 
of God, and from the known Properties 
of l\1atter, we bave as abfolute certailJty 
of their EiTences or Subftances bBing .'. 
d~lferent, tbougb we do not dijli'118ly· 
know what thofe EJfences are; as our . 
Faculties illable ~us to attain in any Meta- I, 

phyJical 0.l~flion: And that he wbo. wiU i 

not allow this, to be fi4ficient Proof in . 
the p"cfent cafe; {lut ch(Jofes ratber to i, 

take up with a mere H ypothefis or 
Fiction concerning the Ef!ences of Things; 
I tbink need; not be difputed with. 

Pag. 12, The Ac,tho1' of the Re
marks a/forts, that Des-Cartes and his 
Followers have Mathematically proved, 
t./Jac tbe Ejjence of Matter' confifl s in 
Length, Breadtb, and Deptb. And upon 
tiJis confident A/Jertion, his whole Book 
depends in every part. To this tberefore 1 
a nfwel' , tbat Tbat Hypothefis is really fo 
far from being Mathematically proved to 
be True, that on the contrary He cannot bur. 
Iwow, (if he knows any thing of theft 

Matters,) 



• I'he PrefacC'oI 
MatteI'S,) that the greateJl Matbematicians 
i1J the p1'efent Age, Men c077ftjJedly great
er in that Science than any that ever lived 
before them, have clearly proved (as I be-
flore JaM) tbat it is t abJolutely Falfeo s' t1rsel!. 

d l · h' Ir laac An not to take the call notzce of Y. zs Newron's 

tbroughout his whole Book, al'gtleS ei- Pl'incil'itl, 

tber great Infincerity, or g1'eat Igno-&~ 1 ~~ ~ 
rance. 

1 had [aid (Demonftrat. page 18.) 
that to Imagine an Eternal and .Infi
nite Nothing, was heinE; reduced to 
the NeceiJity of Imagining a Contradic
tion or Impofiibility. For this, he ar
gues a~ainfl me (Remark. pag. 147) as 
if I had afferted, that it was poffible 
to imagine an Eternal and Infinite No .. 
thing; whereas I aJJerted that it was 
an exprefs Conrraditlion fo to do. Tbis 
is great Infinceri':y. 

I had charged tbe Cartefians (De 
monilrat. page 18) wi.th being wlavoiJ.
ably reduced to the Abfilrdity of making 
Matter a necefftz1'ily-exifting Being. Ill. 
citing this Paffag~, (Rem:J.rk. pag. 14-
and 15) he ridiculouJly reprefents me 
as faying that this .AhfUl'ditJ con/ifted 
in making Extenfion neceffary! Though 
he knew that i1Z that ver, P aJJage I 
fuppofed Matter and Extenfioll to he 

L ';J intire!} 
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int;il'd), difTe1'Wt TbiJlgs. Tbis llkc:wifc 
iJ" gn:dt Infincerity. 

1 I'd. i IIi) (Demonfirat. page 18) 
r!.Jdt tbe Idea of Immenfity was al1 
1,/::.: tlJdt no way belonged to Mat
tc.'r. l,:/lefld of tbis, he cites me affirt~ 
71!g Jenfr:!efsly (Remark. page 15) tbat 
Extcnf10n no \\'3Y belongs to Matter. 
As if tlJt7t tl'bic/; is not Immenfe or 1n
tinite, is tbel'efare not extended at all. 
Tl"h is tbe greatefl Difingenuity in 
r./:e TrCir!j. 

Remark. pag, I), He fays; I am 
fure rhi3 Amhor C3nnot produce One, 
no nor One Cartefi3n~ that ever made 
J\[ lttet ::i neceffarily-exil1:ing Being; 
that ever contradicted himfelf in Words, 
upon this Subject; that eVer was 
mightily, or not mightily, or at all per
plexed \vith what Mr Clarke GIlls his 
Argument; n~y, that eVer· heard of 
that Thing he calls his Argument. 
'Vhy are they thus mifreprefented and 
impofed upon? To thi.; 1 anfwer .. It 
/;,ul hem fl4ftcimt to make good my 
cbtlrle, to bave jhown, that from the 
Cartejitm Hypothefis it follo'-wed by 
unavoidable cOllfequence, that Matter 
mull be (l l1ece(larily-ex~/lill,! Being; 
tlxlZIgb the Cartefians t/;;efl1e1ve.r had 

,Jot 
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7JOt fem tbat C017fequence. Tet I citer! 
moreover a 'Pa//age out of Regis; 
lvherei11,. 'tis plain He percei'ued mId 
o.wned tbat· COnflCJuC1lce. Bur /m:auJe 
the :Remal'ker {eems not ftltisfied wit/:; 
chis, and pretends to triumph ben: witb 
great pleafure and a,/jitrallce; I n>ili fo,· 
o1lce comply wit/:; bis· Cballen~f.e, and 
produce him Another, and Tbat aif Ull

exceptionable Cartefian, namely Des-Cartes 
bimfelj: 'l.Q:bo Was greatly perplexed with 
the Argument 1 mentioned, and was un
avoidably "educed to make Matter a ne
ceifarily-exifring Being, and at the fame 
time did contradict himfelf in Words up
on thisSubjea. It was ObjeBed to Des
Cartes by [o1(le 'very learned l1fen, tl;;at 
-J<: if Extenl10n and l'vlat
ter were the fame: thing, 
it feemed to them to 
follow, that God could 
neither poffibly lTI:1ke the 
World finite, nor annihi
late any part of J\/latter 
without creating at the 
fame time juft as much 
more to fupply its Place. 
To this He Anfivers: l 
That, according to his 
HypotheGs, it does indeed 
imply a ContradiBio71 to 
fuppofe the \Vorld to be 

'f Q"a~ro an J Deo fieri 
POtU iIi", r ut mund us effec 
fiuitus. Epijl. lid CIYte
fi:lm 68, P.lrtis prim.>!. 

Nondum illud poffum 
conccguere, earn efie in
ter res corporeas conn ex
lonem, ur nee m:mdulll 
Deus crearc porucrit n:ll 
infinitum, nee ullum cor-
pus In nihilum rc:di"erc: '" , 
quin eo i1'l"o tCl:ClCl\r .l:i-
ltd pH is qu.1i1 rirJ ,:; ft.l. 
tim rrt.lre. Epi/:· (, I'.H_ .., -; 

trs )1.\'::"I.I.e. 
t Puro impli.-.:,-c C-,,!. 

tr.ldiffiunem ut l\\tlnd uS lie 
jill i t 1lJ" • (;.11 t e;. E j'IJ! . ':'.!J . 
P;lrtiJ p, im.£. 

Mihl Jurtln non vidnur 
de t(ll,\ LlllqU.\11\ .c dTe 

JiJiir.(' 

• 
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$,'71 J> (;U5 Cr,;~ :/".Jtfr.rj.t 

Finite., or to fuppofe God 
annihilating any. part of 
l\IJrter ; but yet he will 
not fay God cannot do 
it, or that God. cannot 
ca ufe that Two and Three 
gull not make Five, or 
any other Contradiction 
\\Thatfoever. Is 1Jot tbis 
making l\.1atter a neceffa
rily-e~ ifting Being, to own 

cef':=,()~J:; neouidem iii--cere .H.:t'm, Dcum t3cere 
COJ p (fe U~ ~1 'ns fir fine 
Va·~e. ,-.:I ur U:1Um & 
Duo BG::; nunc Tria; fed 
tJ:1:um d ;c.) ralia 1m:li. , . 
(;1( (-::,,:;,..:jitli~'n(m in 
111~~ c~n.::eptu ; quod 
]C!:.~ ec!.!;n de Spu.;ic, 
c .. I.JC II: plane v.;:cuum 
;:":C £;./1. 6. F.ltfis fe-

• , --, '::1- __ • 

... Rem.:.r 1c 
P4t· 2 > 

that it is t1 Contrt1dil1i01l 
to [uppofo God a;:nibilating it OJ' ft.tt~l1g 
Z,oml.1s to it ? Is not this Contradlctmg 
him[df, for a Man to affi"m (as Cartes 
do::s in all bis lVritings) that the World 
tVJS CreJted by God t1nd Depends upon 
bun, and yet at the fame 'time to 
dec/art tbat it implies as plain a Con
ti'adiBi:-n to ftlppofe tl1!J part of Mat
ter annjhilable by the Power of God, 
as to [uppol! tbtlt Two and Three jhould 
not make Fh'e? Is not this rct1Ily a 
ridiculing the P07£:er of God? And was 
not Des-Cartes therefore greatly per· 
pIe xed with the Argument I mentioned? 
And is not t1n Hypothejis, from which 
fuch Canfequence.r unaVOidably t1nd con
feffidly follow, t1 fine Land-mark of 
Di!1:inCl:ion between Spiritual and Ma
terial Subjlt1nces? and whatever op
hafts this H'lJP9theji.r, a * depriving us (' ;/. -. of 
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of the Means of proving the Exift
ence of the one only true God? 

The Re~Ja,.ker humbly defires his 
Reader (pag. 1.6) to be pcrfwaded, that 
he is of no particular Sea in Matters 
of Philofophy, but only of the Party 
of Truth where-ever he meets with it. 
ret tbe Jame ]}ian bad duclared before 
(pag. 12.) . that he believed Des-Cartes 
had Mathematically proved his Hypotbe
fis; and takeS 'not tbe lea.ft Nr;tice of its 
having ji1JCe b't:en fully confuted by lvla-
thematicians confelJedly far more eminent 
in that Science, tba7J Des-Caretes 'was. This 
is a very Jingular lVfark of Impartiality, 
and of being addiEled to no Party in ivlat
ters of PhiloJophy. 

Speaking of the Cartejian c0rgumem7 

drawn from the Idea of Gody 1 bad 
ufed thefe Words, (Demonfl:rat. page 
20;) Our firO: Cert8.inty of the Ex
iftence of God arifes not from thi~? 
that, in the Idea we frame of him 
in our own Minds, or rather in the De
finition that we make of the Ward 
[God,] as Ggnifying a Being of all 
poffible PerfeCl:ions y we include Self
Exifl:ence? But &c. Meaning, that, 
according to That Argument, Self
Exiflence 7Jva.r rather made only a part 

L 4 of 



The Preflce.' 
')( t£·:" DChnirion of the \Vord, tb,m proved 
t:! /:1 ,1 rt',d Attribute of the Being it 
leI f. I'II?!".I./ of rbi.f, t .. \: RemarAI!1' CI-Ylg. 
r:- 1DJ' 19) ky a cbi/,/{/b mijtmticrfitmding 
(f (,:-; ~)lJt".\: of tL'e Sentence, and reftJl'
,in,; rhe: P,lI'ric!c: [or] to a IT/r01lt!; Altmbe1' 
cf rL'~' P6 r ioj, c:1ta mr !fords in (t quite 
;:-.:",~~'J":1]t 7IJd':JJcr; (ts}f I brul flit!, In 
the. 1J(:J we fome of God in our own 
}\lird~, or t;}ther in tbe Idea 'L(.Ie fi'ame of 
bm j il tbe Ddlnition th:.rt we make of the 
\VorJs, 6"(. An" be is 'i,.Iei)' facetious (pag~ 
17 2:1.1 1'7) in riJicu!ing this framing of 
~n IJca in a Definition; wbicb he calls., 
/,s i: tm~}' is, t1 Real Piece oj iYonfol1fe· 
But w'/~'c'll, If,!")?} the review, be finds bimfelf 
t,:':; om:: tlI1CrC7J0 Autbor oj it, for U.'IZllt of 
!!l!.icr::,mding Grammar; I fuppoJre it wiD 
m,lke l:im mo,'e modefl and careful. 

He dCCUjeJ me (Remark. pag. 18,20, &c.) 
of r.ot undcrllanding the Cartejian Argu
,;, en: dr,zn/ll from tbe Jdea of God. 1 COll

fef; 1i)' flf 'C,.'ery ,.ead), to fubmit to tbis 
Charge; And 1 Can jhew !Jim much more 
Le,7rned U"iters thall either of Us, who 

.:. 5"~~ :-ud- ha7,.'e likewife 'i- not underfrood that Argll
W::::1 J ment. II He does underfl:and it be 1m!l 
C"·>171 , 

p~g' ~:, do tl'e fVorld a very acceptable piece of 
~: .')'er:.'ice to make it out. 

Wbat 
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JVbat be fa),!; ill his 21ft, 22d, 

2 .... Ll tlJtd 24.t11 pages, is jiu:/J (l iHap 
0/ f.liji-·Olijtructio1ZJ, awl }o eJltin:~y 7!f)/{j 

if Settfe, t!J(lt I C(jliJijs 1 C(l}Ji:(jt ,f,t all 
tell 'L£,j.lat he metlltJ. 

From. 11ly ufi;!.g tlJe f;Voyd Mere M~lt
tel', he {Oildu.'ie s (pag. 29,) t!Jt, t 1 
imagine there is another fort of Ma.ttcr, 
which is not a mere, bare, pure, 1OCO

gitative J\!latter; {{ltd that Tbefe Terms 
necetTarily import this Senfe. Hr;_e~·t'c..r 
i1t. every 07te of the place.!' be cltes, 
it is as exprejs' tmd (:vident as TV,~l'ds 
C(l1t make it, that by Mere Matter I 'll/t

de,/fatJti the ~latter of which the 
W'orld conGfl:s, not as oppofed to 
Another fort of Matter, but eitiJe, as 
'i- oppofed to Motion and to the Form t Del1'Jon
of the fiVorld, 0, as 7f c01ifidered by it-fhar. rag. 
[elf and "withot&t the Government and'; 5

D
, i.,.c, 

D - u" f S 1 M" emon-ll"eLLlon 0 a upreme Intel igent md. firat. )'Jg. 

This the'afore is tbe !Jigbefl degree of lil- -=---5, 51, 

jincc'fit)'. or. 

He charges me (pag. 4 and 29 and 
30) with making a Tranflation quite 
different from Spi1to:<:;a's Se:nfc and 
Words. HOeR; 1 could milhanl1are 
wbat I did ltOt tranflate at ali, I 1{1t

deifland 11ot: But 'l.£,betlJer I bf/Llt' mil: 
repn,;[~ntcd 
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reprefented Spinoza's Selie, or 710, 

((u I thil,k I bave 11ot,) This I 
Call 01lI;' leave to the lean/eel PVorld to . , 
Ilttl~ . .-e. 

- '--

I i'educed Spinoza's Opi/Jio}t to this; 
That the l\1aterial World, and every 
part of it, with the Ord~r and Man
ner of Being of each Parr, is the only 
SelfExiHing or NeceiTarily-Exifting 

Being. A/ld this I think 
is as clearly COl1tained in 
the -1- JtJ,Tords I cited [yom 
bi'm, (DeIDonftrat. page 26, 
27 and 28,) as 011) thi'lJ.g 
Calt be. Rete the Remar
ker afferts (pag. 30,) that 
Spinoza 11ever taught this 
DoEirine, nay, that he 
tattght the quite cOtltra
r)'. To prove which, he 
cites a Paffage, where 
Spinoza affirms, that -t
AU who have in any de
gree confid~red the Di

t Pr:I'rer Dellm Ilulla da
r; neg. coneipi pore(l rub_ 
fra!lr'J. Spir.oZ' E.:hic. P.lI'. 
1. Pr~.". 14-

Uaa Subl1anria non pocel1 
produci ab alia Subl1·Jmia. 
p, ~r, e, 

Rc; nullo alio m,~do neq; 
a1io crdine a Dea produci 
roruerunr. quam producta: 
funt. Pnp, B, 

Ad naruram fubfialiri~ 
perricec Exiflere. Prop. 7. 

t Omnes qui narurJm di
vinam aHquo modo camem
p:ati luac, Deum effe Cor
,,;ret-m neganc. Ethic. P:lr 
L prop. I). Sch~l. 

vine Nature, deny that God is Corporeal. 
lVOW this alfo is extremely bifincere. For 
ha d this cV11ttcor cited here the whole 
Sent em. e of Spinoza, as he had cited 
It b~f(/r! in his ,,6th page; it would 
have af peared evident!], that Spinoza. 

by 
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by de1JyiJlg Go~ to be Corporeal, 
meant 01Jly fallacloufly to deny his being 
t17t} particular Piece of Matter, any 
:\'- Finite Body and of 
a certain Figure. For ~ • Per COYPUS intellig!-

J. H b 1· d' fi' mus quamcumq' quantI-
t Jat e e zeve In nite tarem, loogam,' bram, & 
COlporeal Sltbjlance, thflt profuadam,. certa aliqua 
is the Whole Matenal fi~/I~a terml!,at"m; quo 

, • nIhIl abfurdlus de Deo 
U lllverfe, to be God; ente feilieer abfolure in~ 
(btjides the Places I had ji,!ito, diei patefi. 1-

cited fyom him,) be i II bl~i Suhfiantiam Corpm
exprefs VVords ackno - am ~U.a! non nifi infinit,~ 
ledrres ilt a parTarre which C~>nCIPI potcfi~ . nul/a. T:t-

~ , 'JJ 6 . tronc natura d,'l'I1Ic& l1Iilt,-
this very Author cztes nstm effi dici patefi. 
ill the 4th page of his 
Remarks; And He mai1ttai1Zs it at large 
through the whole of that very * SchoU-' ~chol. 

fi h h R k h aa Prop-
urn, rom. W ence t e emar er as I s.Parc.I. 
with the greate[t Inji12cerity take1/. the 
prefent ObjeRio71. But befides: Suppofe 
Spinoza had not explaiJJed bimfelf ill- ~bis 
place, and bad ill this Jingle Paffage 
contr"adi8ed what he had plain1.;' taught 
throughout the 'left of his 'Book; would 
this have been an)' juft Reafo1t to fa)' 
that Spinoza never tought the DoElri1lt! 
I imputed to him? Ita), that he taught 
the quite contrar), ? 

He charges me (pag. ;p) with argtl
ing only agai1J[t the Acceffories of A
theifill, and leaving tbe Elfential Hy

potheGs 
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pothefis iil it s full farce; lJa)', a'ili; 
confirming and cfiablifl1ing Cl'ag. J I] 
Spinoza's At!Jei/;J]. It J~eiJ1s ilt t/Je Opl~ 
111tJ;} t:f tN., evlHt/;(,Ji, t/;"t 1 r011illg tbi: 
J.1J.itcr;·~d lrorld to be, lIot a NecejIai/ 
lid a DepeJ1de,Jt 'Being, wade, pte~ 
F,· .... ·ed (md go~!enJed, by a Sl!f.E.\·. 
ijl ciJ.:, lilt.iepc'iUielJt, Etenltd,· J;~fil}ite 
JHi;,d, ~f feife8 I(povdetige, IVI/duw, 
P,/;x'c'" Ji/:i~e, GoodlierS al/.d Ti'ttth; 
is t1i"[;Ujilg OiJ~), agailtj} the AccefTories 
of _.frbeijift; 0'1'ld 'th"tit tbe EiTential Hy
pothdis of .. ..Jtbei[mis left tmtoucbed, 
11a.." c'JJ!/rmed t:77td efta b lifhed, by all who 
-;cil! ;JOt pre(itme to defiiJe tbe Eifence 

J ~ 

Clf rbtlt Sutl'eme l1fimi according to 
tbe L~;!iiJteUi;;ible Lallgltage of the 
Schools, and the g,olmdlt/s 11l1agiltati
()jt cf Des-Cartes COHCNllilig tbe Sub
fiance 0/ Effence of lIIIatte,' mid Spi
i-it, I coifcfi it appears to me, 011 the 
('Jiltrm) , trJat tbe EiTence of Atheifm 
lies it) iih17-;;g God eitber alt Unintelli
gent Being [(uch as is the Material 
I Votld,] or at leajl a Neceffary Agent' 
[r~ch as Spinoza makes hh O;le Sub/lance 
to be,] Vl)id of all Freedom, Wifdom, 
Power and Goodnefs; aJld that Other 
l'-Ietaphyfical Difputes are Oltiy about 
the Accc.:iTories: r:And that there is 
mu.cb 'iW/le Ground, on the other fide, 
t I) f1i ,; a That 'ue,), H ypothefis, of 

1~)hich 

L. 



The Pret'1ce. 
wbicb this JtVriter . is Jo rOlld, to be fa7.'OII

fable to the aAtbeifls mai1l. PurPafe. FOt 
if fi'om Des-Cartc~'s Notion of the Ejj'el1ce 
of Matter, it {ol/07};)S (as he himJdj; ill 
t/Je Places It61"tl cited, confeffes ill expyefs 
w01'ds,) that it implies a ContradiClion to 
fltppoJe the Material W orId Finite, 0'1' to 
JitppOfo any part of Matter can be anni
hilated by the Power of Gon ;. I ap
peal to thiJ Author:, whethei Tbis does ,Jot 
IJatttrally tend to 1!1ake ]Hett think Matter 
a Neceifary and Self-Exifrent Being. 

·He chmges me (pag. 3 3.) with falJ{y acct.t-
fing Spinoza, of makiltg God a mere Ne
ceffary Agent; a7td cites a pa/Jage or two 
out of Spinoza, wherein that Author 
feems to afTert the COlttra~y. The ,,-'!-,oids 
which I cited ['10m Spinoza, do as ctenrly 
exprefs what I cbarged him with, as 'tis 
paffible for any thing to be exp,ejJed: For 
he afJerts Plain(y, that * 
.c. h P f G d "* A fumma Dei potenti.l 
lrOm t.e ower 0 0, Omni.t nece§'zria effiuxiffe. 
All thmgs proceed Ne- . Ol1lni ex Neu,ffitttte Di7.:rn.£ 
ceffarily' that All ThinO''i l\;ltllr~ de~ermlDa~a .funr&~. 

'. ::. QUlcquld conc'plmus in 
are determmed by the Dei porefiace dIe. id ne-
Neceffity of the Divine ceJJario efl:. 

N '. h h . Res nullo alio modC', ncq; 
atme, t at w ateVer IS alia ordine a Deo product 

in the Power of God, poruerunt, 'quam produB:r: 

mufl: Neceffariiy exifr', funr. 
Deum nan oper ari ex Li· 

that tbings could not have bertate Paluntati •. 
been produced by God See mare pa(J.tges to the . M fame .purpafe, cited (Deman-
III any other anner flrat. pag. 66) 

or 

-



he Preface. 
or Order, than they Now are; mId 
that God does not AB: by a Liber, 
ty of Will. 4lt this the. Remarker vel)' I 

illjinccrely pages ove}", wIthout the leafi 
Notice. eAnd the words which he cites out 
of Spinoza, do not at all prove the COl]. 
frary to what I ailerted. For whelt Spino. 

za fays, that + God alone 
t Seqaitur~ [alum Deum is a Free Caufe' and that 

effe callfam Lrh(ram. n. h' 
Deus ex falis fU;E nawr;E God aL.LS by t e Laws of 

kg.ibus, & It nemine coa811r his own Nature, "w:ithout 
aglc. being forced by"' An"y j 

'Tis evidettt, he does not there mean, a 
Freedom of Will ; but only faUaciouflJ fig
lJijies, that the NeceJ]ity by which aU tbillgs 
ex~(l itl the maImer they do, is an inward 
Neceffity in the Nature of the Things 
themfel Yes, itt oppojition to any Force put 
upon them from without; whicb exter
nal Force, 'tis plail! iltdeedthat [the 'T~ 'iT""] 
the Vl,hole Ultiver[e (the God of Spinoza) 
canltat be [utiea to; becattfe it is fuppoftd 
to COl1tain All thittgs, within it [elf. :But 
hejides: Suppojing (as I [aid before) that 
Spinoza had direftly contradiBed himfelf 
itt tbi.; one Paffage; how would That have 
proved my charge againft him to have been 
[alfe ? 

I-Ie fa)'S (pag. ~4) that I am guilty my 
[elf, of what 1 groundlefly imptlted to Spi
noza; viz. of making God a mere Ne

ceffary Agent: Namely, by affirming that 
the re 



The Preface. 
theye is a Neceifary Difference betwixt 
Good and Evil, a1td that there is fuch a 
thing as Fitnefs and U nfitnefs, Eternal
ly, Neceffarily, and Unchangeably, in 
the Nature and Reafon of things, An-
tecedently to Will and to all PoGtive 
or Arbitrary Appointment whadoever. 
This, he fays, is a gyoundlefl and pojitive 
.AJreytion;. and plai1fly imports the Eter
?tal NeceJJayyCo-exlftence of all tbill,gs., 
as 111,uch as Spinoza's HJ'Pothejis does. It 
not this an admitable Confoqt,e1tCe? Be
cau(e . I aJJ!rm the Proportions of thi1tgs, 
a1td the Differences of Good mid Evil, to 
be Eternal and NeceIJary ; that therefore I 

. affirm the Exiften<;:e of the Things them
[elves, to be aifo Eternal and lVeceJrary ? 
'Beca1lfe I affirm the Proportion, fuppofe 
between a Sphere and a Cylinder, to be E
ternal and NeceJJary; that therefore I af
firm the Exiftence of Material Spheres and 
Cylinders, to be likewi{e Eternal and Ne-

. ceffary ? Becaufe. I affirm the Difference be
tweClt Virtue and Vice, to be Eternal mid 
Neceflary; that therefore I affirm Men, 
who praEtift Virtue or Vice, to have exifted 
Eternally. This eAccufation Jbows both ex
treme Ignorance, and great Malice, itt the 
f!Author of the Remarks. 

I had u[ed theft words, (Demonftrat. 
page 10,) How an Eternal Duration 
can now be aaually Paft, is a thing ut
terly asimpoffible for our narrow Un-

derftand--



The Preface~ 
derflandings to comprehend, as any 
thing, that Is ,tot an exprefs Contradic_ 
tion, can be imagined to be; And yet, 
to (.1), thf/t lVothillg bas exifled f,om Eter_ 
'Ji~< is to alfert fomething frill far mOre 
unimeUigible, 11amely fomethiltg that is 
really a~l exp,efs COlltradiCtion. Injlead of 
tblJ, the Remfi,ker (pag. 39) citillg my 
I·YouiJ", ,<£,ith extreme Di./iJige71:titJ' leaves 
Olit oJtc iJaif of the Selltmce, a7td makes me 
tv j{'.,}' abfolutely, .tl:at fometh;ng is frill 
far more unintelltglble than that which 
is utterly impoffibte to be underl1ood. 
Such groJS Mijrepyefe7ttatio7ZS as theft, ill. 

lem_'iJlg out O7te part of a Seltte7tce; to make ! 

tbe rt:!f Nonfelt(e; call very hardly proceed, i 
bEtt from Waltt of Ho7te/f)'. ! 

La/llj', (pag. 4 I.J he [aJ's that hI my 
SemJ.()JU there is not one Argument offer
ed, to prove againft SpiJtoz,a, that God 
is a Spirit. I peYftMded my [elf, that prov-

t See D~. ing God to be a -r- BeilJg abfoltttdy diffinEi 
monJhat'dfrom the Material T;VorJd, Self-e~'Ci(tent, [11-
~7.' 22 an teUige1tt, Free, All-po"{R.'erf1tl, Jlj7ife; and 

G?Od; had been P'o vi,~g him to be' a Spirit. 
Brit, it [eems, no Proof is of tim) Force with 
this Author, if it be nut agrer:able to the 
Cartefian PhilofO! h)', i,t ,<£,hich alone he 
rams to have all) knowledge. To this there
fore, [ am flot obliged to trouble either my 
Ji:lf or the Reade" with giving all)'further 
AJtj-l.RJer. 

THE 
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A ving in a former DiJcDur It: en..: The intt~a 
deavour'd to lay firmly the firfi: aumon. 
Foundations of Religion, in the 

, certainty of the Exiftence and 
the Attributes of God, by proving ft:ve-

rally and diftinCl:ly : , ' 
That Something 11%Ufl ?leea. have exifle~ 

p'om Eternity: Arid how gzeat fdever the 
Difficulties are, which perplex the Con
ceptions and Apprehenfions \ve attempt 
to (rame of an eternal DJtratio,t; yet they 
neither ought not can raife in any Man's 

" , 'M ,," Minfl 
• 
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.~ - The E .. -vidence 0 Itt ural 
.:r..tind any Doubt or Scruple concerning tIll: 
truth of the ..Afiertlol1 it· felf, that Sometbh:g 
Jus rullv bee1! aenr.r!, 

• 
Tbat there muit have exifted from Eterni-

ty fimr:: Oilt: UmAmge,tble and Iudepc11dc?1t Be-
11.·g; l~ecallfe to fuprofe an eternal fucce1Eon 
of merdy dependent Beings, proceeding 
one from another in au t'ndlefs progreHiol1 
\\"itJ:ollt any original Independent Cau[c at 
all, is filppofing thing:> tha t have in their 
01\'11 Nature 110 Neceffity of Exifting, to be 
frail! Et"n:ity (aufed or produced by 110-

l!,lng; which is the very fame Abfurdity 
~ll1d exprc-f.,; ContradiCtion, as to fuppofe 
them produced by Nothing at any determi-. , 

?:,rte time, 
Th.1t That unchangeable an.:l indepen- ' 

dent Being, which has exifted from eter
i:irT, wirhout any external eaufe of its 
e::iftercce; muft be Self-exificnt, that is, Ne
ce../T.,ril y-cxijl h:g. . 

'D.;.rt it muft of necefhty be I1lfinite or 
Ei-~ry where prCfEl1t; a Being molt Simple, 
C];ijarm, [,n-.:lJ);r!le, I,;di-..:ijitle, b;COrl"Zl tible~ 
2nd infinitely removei from all fue Im
perfections, as ar,e; the known Qualities and 
inleparable Properties of the MateriallJTorZd. 

Tliat it mllft of neceiE ty he but One; be
c:.ufe to fuppofe two, or more, difh:rent 
,'-:elf-Exiftent independent Principles, may. 
he reduced to a direCt contradjttion. . 

Th,lt it mufr r:ecdTari1y he an IJ1telligcl1t 
tcing. 

Th,1t it mart be a Free ;nd Voluntary, not 
a i'.,-~c~rr.Jry Agen r. 

Tbat 
• 
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Tlut this Being mllft of neceiEty kIn: 

Injil1ite P01ver; and that in this A 1 tr-i b!.!1 (; i~ 
includen particularly, a PoHibility of ,!'ea
ting or proaucing Things, antI a Iff) a 
Pallibility of communicating to Cre2.tl!n.:; 
the Power of Beginning .lvlo1 iu}/, and a pc;[:' 
:fIbility of enduing them with Liberty or 
Freedom of Trill; which Frec(lo:n or \\'jll is 
?lot illCol1jijle1tt with any of the Dic'lne Attri
iJlttcs. 

lbat He muft of Ncceffity be infinitely 
1rift· 

And laftly, That He murt neceJfarily be 
a Being of infinite Go 0 allcjs, JlIjlice, and 
Truth, and all other moral Perf(;.:.tiuns ; fuch 
as become the Supreme Governour and Jucge: 
of the 'W orld. 

It remains no'w, :in order to complc3t 
my deftgn of provil1g and eitablifhing the 
Truth and Excellencv of the whole Supcr
firutl:ure of our moft- Holy Religion; that 
1 proceed upon this Foundation of tb~ 
certainty of the Being and Attributes of God, 
to demonftrate in the next place the m:.11-
terable OMigi'tt iam nf 1\:-;'ltllr,rl Rcli,~ioll, ::mLI 
the certaillty of Dil)ille Re,d,;rlir-n; in op
pofition to the vain 2rguillgs of certain .. :;
tious and profane Men, who, men: 1:--- l' r
on account of their Incredulity, w<)uld I'e 
thought to be ftricr Adhcrcrs to Reafc)l1, :·ll:.! 
fincere and diligent Inquirers illlO Truth; 
when indeed. on the cOlltrary there is but 
too much e£lure to fear, that they are l~\.: t 
at all fincerely and really nefirous to he 
fatisfied in the true State of Thing;, l'lIt 

1\11 2 ,:.nh--
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only reek under the pretenfe and cover of 
lnfidelity, to excufe their Vices and De
haucheries; which they are fo ftrollgly i11-
{lav'n to, that they cam10t prevail with 
themfelves upon any account to forfake 
them: Ann yet a rational Submitting to 
fnch Truths, ~3 juft Evidence and unan
fwerable Reafon would induce them to be
lieve, mutl: neceffarily make thetn uneafy 
under, and felf-condemned in the prafrife 
of them. It remains therefore (I fay) in 
crder to finifh the Defign I propofed to 
my felf, of eftablilliing the Truth and Ex
cellency of our Holy Religion, in oppo
lltion to all fuch vain Pretenders to Reafon 
as thefe; that I proceed at this time, by 
a continuation of the fame method of ar
guing, by which I before demonftrated the 
Being and Attributes of God, to prove di
ftinctly the fonowing Propofitions. 

I. That the fame neceiTary and eternal 
different Relatio1is, that different Things 
bear one to another; and the fame confe
quent FitneJs or Unfttnefi of the Application of 
different Things Of different Relations one 
to another, with regard to which the Will of 
God ahvays and neceffarily does determine it 
felf to choofe to aCt only what is agreeable 
to J uftice, Equity, f600dllefs and Troth, in 
order to the Welfare of the whole Univerfe ; 
Dught likewife conftaniIy to qetermine the 
Wills of all fubordinate rational Beings, I 
to govern all their Actions by the fame i 
Rules, for the Good of the Publick in th€i~ I 
l'efpeaive Stations: That is, thefe etermiI 
am~ neceffiry differences of Things, make 

• - - .- --- .... --. Po .-"-- • it 
. ' 
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Ifnd Re~ealed Religion. 
it fit a,zd realoll~ble for Creatures fo to act;. 
they caufe it to be their DlIty, or lay an 
Obligatio,! upon them, fo to do; even fe· 
parate from the confideration of there Rules 
being the paJitivc 1JTill or Command of God ': 
and alfo antecedent to any refpeCl: or re
gard, expeCtation. or apprehenfion, of any 
particular, pl'ivaU ana perfol1al Aa7.J.l1ttage or 
Difad'uantage, Rewara or Pmzijhmellt, either 
prefent or future, annexed either by natu
ral confequence or by pofitive appuintment, 
to the -practifing or neglecting tho[e Rules. 

II. Tbat though thefe eternal moral Ob
ligations are indeed of themfelves incum
bent on all rational Beings, even antecedent 
to the confider2.tion of their being the p:)ii., 
tive Will and Command of God; yet That 
which mof!: ftrongly confirms, and in 
praCtife moft effeCtually and indif11enfGibly 
inforces them upon us, is this; that both 
fl'om the Nature of Things, and the Perfedi~ 
ons of God, and from feveral other collateral 
confiderations, it appears, that as God is 
hirnfelf neceffarily J uft and Good in the 
exercife of his infinite Power in the Go~ 
vernmellt of the w~lole World, fo he can
not but likewife pofitively Reqtlire that all 
his rational Creatures £bould in their Propor
tion be fa too, in the exercife of each of their 
Powers in their refpective Spheres: That is; 
as thefe eternal moral Obligations are really 
in perpetual Force merely from their own 
Nature and the abftract Reafan of Things; 
fa alfo they are moreover the exprefs and 
unalterable IFill, Command and Law of God 
to his Creatures, which he cannot but ex
pect fhould in Obedience to his Supreme 

M 3 .Auth~j 
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Authority, o~ wen as in compliance with 
the Natu~al Reafol1 of Things, l)e regularly· 
anrI conftantiy obfervell through the whole 
Creation 

Ill. Tbd therc[.-Jre, t]1ough thefe eternal 
moral Ob:igations are alE) incumbent in
deed on all rational Creatnres, antecedent 
to ~n\~ n:fpccr of Particular Reward or 
PuniC1 111t:llt; .,,"ct they mufl certainly and 
llC'('cfTari;y be attended with RC1]J(rrds a1ta. 
PII7i;p;m<.'llt.\' ; Beraufc tlle fame' Reafons, 
w;, ieh prove GoJ himfelf to be neceifarily 
Jilft and GOO;1:, and the Rules of Jufi:ice, 
Lqnity and GOl)dnefs, to be his unalterable 
'Wiil, ~aw and Command, to an Created 
Feings; pr.)vc <1.1[,') that lle cannot but be 
rk1Jt';J wiib cwd .?f7pl'o7.Je [uch Creatures as 
'imitate and ()j-,ey him by obferving thofe 
R;l1cs, <:1111 be ,IUplca-Jed with [nch as aCt ('01]

trarrthereto; and confequently that l1e ('annat 
but fome way or other m2.ke a fliitaMe Dif
f'rc'J!ce in his Dealings with them; and ma-
1,;fe1t his Supreme Power and ab161utc Au
thority, in finally [upporting, maintain
lng, anct vin.:1icating effeCtually the Ho-
110ur of thefe his Divine-Laws; as becomes 
the Juft and Righteous Governour ~nd Dif
rorer of all things. 

IV. That confequently, though in order 
to e11abli111 this fuital)le dirrerence between 
t:,c Fruits or EffeCts of Virtue anrl Vice, 
[., r:":<ifonable in itfdf. and fo abfolutely 
l1 ct.'f.iT<l.ry tOl the VjnJication of the Honour 
cf God; the Nature of Things, and the Con
fti~u.li!m and Order of God-s Crqltion, was 
OfJgll1al1y [uell, tl1<l.t the obfen:ance of the 

eternal 
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"eternal Rules of Juftice, Equity and Good
nefs, does indeed of it felf tend by dir(Ct 
and natural confequence to make all Crea
ttlres happy; and the contrary praCtife, to 
make them miferable: Yet iince through 
fome great and genenJ Corruption and De
l)ravation (whencefoever That may have ari
fen; the particular Original whereof could 
hardly have been known lVOW without Reve
lation;) fince (I fay) the condition of :Men. 
in this prefent State is fuch, that the natural 
order of Things in this -World is in e:-vent 
manifeftly perverted, anJ Virtue ann Good
nefs are vifibly prevented in great meaiure 
from obtaining their proper and due Efh:cts 
in efl:ablifhing ]\lIens Happinefs proPQfti
(mabIe to their behaviour and prac1:ife; 
Therefore 'tis abfolutely impoifible, that 
the whole view and intention, the original 
and. the final Defign, of Goels creating fueh 
rational B'eings as Men are, and placing 
them in this Globe of Earth, as the chief 
and principal, or jndeed (may "we not fay) 
the only Inhabitants, for whofe fake alone 
This part at leaft of the Creation is ma
nifeftly fitted up and accommodated; '65 
abfolutely impoifible (I fay) that the 
whole of Gods Deitgn in all this, fhould 
be nothing more than to keep up eternally 
a fucceffion of fuch fhort-lived Generations 
of Men as at pn:fent Are; and thofe in 
fuch a corrupt, confufed, and diforderly 
State of Things, as we fee the 'Vorld is 
now in; without any due obft:rvation of 
the eternal Rules of Good and Ev-il, with
out any clear amd remarkable EffeCt of 

M 4 the 
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the gre2t and mof! neceffary Differences 
of Things, and without any final vindica
tion of the Honour and Laws of God in 
the proportionable reward of the heft, or 
l'unilhment of the worfl: of Men: And 
confequently it is certain and neceffary, 
(even as certain a:; the moral Attributes of 
God before demonfrrated,) that inftead of 
the continuing an eternal fucceiIion of new 
Generations in the prefent Form and State 
of Things, there mufl: at fome time or other 
be fuch a Revolution and Renovation of 
Things, fuch a [lIttlJ'e State of exiftence of 
the fame Perfolls, 28 that by an exaCt di
ftribution of Rewards and PuniIhments 
therein, all the prefent Diforders and Ine
qualities may be ff't right; and that the 
whole Scheme of Providence, which to us 
who jur1ge of it by only one fmall Portion 
of it, feems now fa inexplicable and much 
confufed; may appear at its confummation, 
to he a Defign worthy of Infinite 'ViC
dom, J uftice and Goodnefs. 

V. That, though the indifpenfaHe ne
ceffity of a11 the great and moral Obliga
-rions of Natural Religion, and alfo the 
Certainty of a future State of Rewards and 
puniihments, be thu:; in general deduc.ible 
even demonitrably, but a Chain of clear 
and undeniable reafoning: Yet (in the pre
fent State of the "\Vorld, by what means 
foever it came originally to be fo corrupted, 
of which more hereafter,) fuch is the Care
l~fnefs, ]nconjaeratene[s, a'Jld 1rant of AttC1Z
tzon of the greater part of Manlcind; 10 
m~ny the Prejlfaices ami falft Notio'4lJ; imbibed 

by 
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b evil Education; fo {hong and violent 
t le unreafonable Lufls, Appetites aml DeJin.~ 
of Senfe; and fo gre~.t tne Blilldl1ejs, intro
duced by fllpel'flitiolts Opinions, vitiozts Cll
floms, and. debaucbed PraClices through the 
World; that very few are able, in fcalit". 
and effeB:, to difcover thefe Things c1e~H:-
1y and plainly for themfelves; but Iv1cll 
have great need of particular Teaching, and 
much I11jlJ'1lB:io1Z, to convince them of the 
Truth, and Certainty, and Importa?1ce of , 
thefe things; to give them a due Sel1fe, an(i 
clear an,l iuft Apprehel1JiOllS concerning them; 
ana to brmg them effectua1ly to the prae-'
tiJe of the plainefi: and moft -nece:f[ary l)u
tIes. 

VI. That, though in almoft every Age 
there have indeed been in the Heathen 
World fome wife and brave and good :Men, 
who have made it their bufinefs to ftudy 
and lwaCtife thefe things themfelves, and 
to teach amI exhort others to do the like; 
who feem therefore to have been raifed up 
by Providence, as Inftruments to reprove 
In fome meafure and put fame kineI of 
check to the extreme Superftitinn and 
'·{jckednefs of the Nations wherein they 
live(l: Yet none of thefe have ever been 
able to reform the WorlCl, with any con
flderable great :mcl univerfal Succefs; Be
caufe they have been but very few, that 
li:ilve in earn ell: fet themfelves about thi,~ 
excellent Work; and they that have in
deed fincercly done it, have themfelves 
been intirely ignorant of fome Doctrines, 
:and very ,hut,tIlIl alld lmcertai1l of others, 

. abfolute1y 
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abfclutdy nece:£fary for the bringing about 
>that great End; and thofe things which 
they have been certain of and in good mea
fnre un~crftood? they have not been able 
to prGn: a7!d e.-..:plain clt:.tJ'ly enough; and 
thor.: t;,at they have been able both to prove 
and e.x:plain by fufficiently clear rea(oning, 
they have not- yet haa Authority enough to 
inforce and inculcate upon lVIen's :i\lIinds 
with fa ftrong an impreilion, as to. influ
ence and govern the general Pracrife of the 
'VorId. 

VII. Tb:lt therefore there was plainly 
wanting a Divine Revelation, to recover 11a11-
kind out of their univerfally degenerate E
frate, into a State fuitab]e to the original 
Excellency of their Nature: \Vhich Divine 
Revelation, both the Neceffities of Men and 
their natural Kotions of God, gave them rea
fOl:able groud. to expeCt and hope for; 
As appears from thcAcknowledgments which 
the beft and wifeft of the Heathen Philofo
J1hers themfe1ves have made, oftlleir Sel1ft of 
the neceHity and want of fuch a Revelat.ion; 
and from their Ei:preffions of the hopes they 
had entertained, that God would fometime 
or other vouchfafe it unto them. 

VIII. Tbat there is no other Religion now 
jn the Vlorld, but the Chriftian, that has any 
juft pretenfe, or tolerable appearance of Rea
'fon to be efteemed fneh a Divine Revelation: 
And therefore jf Chrifrianity be not truc, 
there is no RevelatlOn of the Will of God at 
aU made to l\lankind. 

IX. That 
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· IX. That the Cbrij1ian Religion, coniidered 
in its primitive. Simplicity, and .as taught 
in the Holy Scnptures, has all the Marks 

· :mcl Proofs of its being aCtually and truly 
a Divine Revelation, that any Divine Reve
lation, fuppofing it was true, could reafona
bly be imagined or defired to have. 

X. That the Pr.tEtical Dllties which the 
Chriftian Religion. enjoyns, are all fuch, 
as are mof!: agreeable to our natural No
tions of God, ana moft perfefrive of the 
Nature, and. conducive to the Happinefs anel 
1"~el1-being of l\'1en: That is, Chriftianity 
even in this fingle refl~ect, as containing a
lone and in one confifi:ent Syfrem all the 
\.vi[~ and good Precepts, (and thofe impro
vea, augmented and exalted to the higheR: 
rlegree of Perfetl:ion,) t1;tat ever were taught 
finglyand fcatteredly, and many times but 
very corruptly, by the feveral Schools of 
the Philofophers; and this without any mi.x
ture of the fond, abfurd and fuperftitious 
Pratl:ifes of any of thofe Philofophers; 
ought to be embraced. and prafriced by 
an rational anrl confidering Deifts, who will 
aCt confiftently, and f!:eddily pur[ue the 
confequences of their own Principles; as 
at leaft the beft Scheme ann SeCt of Philo
fGphy, that ever was fet up in the 'World ; 
ana highly probable, even though it had 
no external evidence to be of Divine Ori
gina1. 

XI. That the Motives, by which the 
Chriftian Religion inforces the practice of 
thefe Duties; are fucll as are mofr fuitaLle 
to the excelknt Wifclom of God, an:l maR 

. - anfwerable 
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:1l1[\\'C'f3ble to t:1C natural ExpeCtations of 
1\1cn, 

XII. Th.Tt t;lC peculiar .,}f.ntllo' mrd CircuJ1l
ll.H:u's \\-it:l \dlich it cnjoyns thefe Duties, 
3n.: n:T,':, t~1d~ .i\{orjrcs " arc exactIv confo-

~, . 
n:mt to the Didates of fonnd Reafon, or the 
1~!1;'r('j1l2ic'ed Light 0fNature; and moft wife-
1....- 1"' erfc: 5 i n.,. c-f it, 
- XIII. Tbt 311 the [L/'cdwd.z, or] DoBrilIc$ 

\\'\1C:1 rhe rrue, fimple, and uncorrupted 
C:,riitian Re1igion teaches; (that is, not 
'''lily t::oCe pbi;/ DoCtrines, which it requires 
U' be b::1iC1-:?~1 as fundame:ntal and of necef
:fit:,,- to eten~al Salvation, but even All the 
n0drines ,':~i('h it teaches as Matters of 
Trmh ~) are, though indeed many of them 
rot difco1-e:rable by bare Reafon unaflifted 
with Rt "elation, yet when difcovered by 
Ren'l2.tion, arparently moft agreeablt: to 
{(-'unj t!J1pre]udiced Re.:rfon; have everyone 
of them a natural tendency, and a direCt and 
powerful h:fiuflICe, to r(for1n 1\lens Lives and 
rorre2 their i\Ianners; and do together make 
up an ir;:finitd:~ more conJijlent and 7'ational 
SdC1r.~ (\f Belief, than any that the wifeft of 
t>e antient Philofophers ever did, or the 
cunniJ;gerr of n:odern Unbelievers can invent 

~ , 

er contr~\'e, 
XIV. T/;.:rt as this Revelation, to the 

Judgm eJ:t (,f Right and fober Rearon, ap
rears even of it felf highly credible and 
rrobable; and abundantly recommends it 
fdf in its r,2tive Simplicity, merely by 
~7S I./";n intrinflck Goodnefs and Excelltncy, 
to the pradice of the rnoft ratiocal and 
(onfickrir:g IvIeD, who are defirous in a11 
t:.eir ~\2i'Jl:S to have fatisfacbon and com-

furt 
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fort and good hope within themfelves, from 
the COllfcience of what they llo: So it is 
moreover poiitively awl directly proved, 
to be aCtually and immediately fent to us 
from God, by the many infa1Iible Signs a1ul 
JV1iracles, which the Author of it w()rked pub
liddy as the Evidence of his Divine Commif
fion; by the exact completion both of the 
Prophecies that went before concerning him., 
and of thofe that He himfelf delivered con
cerning things that were to happen after; 
and by the Tejlimon.y of his Followers; which 
in all its Circumftances was the moft crerlible, 
certain, and convincing Evidence, that was 
ever given to any Matter of FaCt in the 
'Yorid. 
. XV. And LaftIy; That they who win 
not, by fuch Arguments and Proof.:; as the£(:, 
be convinced of the Truth and Certainty 
of the Chriftian Religion, and be perfua-, 
cied to make it the Rule and Guide of an 
their Actions; w\)'Uld 'lOt he convinced,. ( fo 
far as to influence their Hearts, and reform 
their Lives,) by anJ other Evidc11ce what
foever.; no, not though one {hOllIel rife on 
purpofe from the Dead, to endeavour to con
vince them. 

• • 

. I might here, before I enter Ul)Ofl the yar- Of the re
tlcular Proof of thefe feveral PropofitlOns, '1.Jerai rqr!'S 
juftly be allowed to premife, that having ujDeijtI. 
J:...Tow to deal with anotber fort of Men, than 
thofc againft whom my former Difcourfe 
was directed; and being confequently in 
forne parts of this Treatife to make ufe of 
fome othel' ki1id$ of Arguments than thofe 
---- - ... --- - --. whid'!: 
• -

• 

• 

• 
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which the Nature of that Difcourfe per
mitted and required; the h1me demonflrati7!c 
force of reafoning, and even ivlathe11latical 
certainty, which in the main Argument 
was there eafy to be ohtained, ought not 
here to be expected; but that fuch moral 
Evidence, or mixt Proofs from Circum
frances anrt. Teftimony, as moil: Matters of 
Fact are only capable of, and wife and ho
neft Men are always fatisficd with, ought 
to be accounted fufficient in the prefent 
C~fe. Becaufe all the Principles indeed 
upon which Athcifls attempt to btlild their 
Schemes, are fuch as may by p1ain force 
"of Rearon, and undeniably demonftrative 
Argumentations, be reduced to exprefs 
and direCt ContradiCtions. :Ellt the Dcifls 
pretend to own aU the Principles of Reafon, 
and would be thought to deny nothing but 
what depends entirely on Teftimony and 
Evidence of Matter of Fact, which they 
think they can eaiily evade. . 

But, :if we examine things to the bottom, 
we ihall tint{ that the Matter does "11ot in 
reality lie here. f or I believe there are in 
the World, at leaft in any part of the World 
where the Chriftian Religiun i~ in any tole
rable Purity profeffed, very Few, if Any, fucll 
Deifts 2.S will truly frand to aU the Princi
]?les of unprejudic{;d Reafon, and lincerely 
both in profeiIion and practife, own all the 
Obligations of Natural Rt:1igion, and yet 
Ol)pofo:! Chriftianity merely upon account 
of their llOt being fatisfieti with the ftrength 
of the Evidence of matter of Rdl. A con
frant and fin cere obfervancc of all the Laws 

of 
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of Reafon. and Obligation~ of Natural Reli
gion, wiI.l unavoidably lead a 1\i~a!l to Chri-
jHall!ty; I~ he has due. oppOrtl.~nltles of ex a-
mil11ng thIngs, and w!1l fteddlly purfue the 
Confequences of his own Principles: And 2..11 
others, who pretend to be Deifts without 
coming up to this, can have no fixt ::md fct-
tled. Principles at all, upon which they C2..11 

either argue or act confiftently; but muft of 
neceffity fink into downright Atbeifm, (and 
confeql1ently fall under the force of the for-
mer Arguments;) as may appear by confider-
jng the Je7;eral Sorts of them. 
. J. Some Men would be thought to be Ofthl! firf/: 

Deijfs, becau[e they pretend tc? believe the f~I:. of %';d 
Exifi:ence of an. Eternal, Infilllte, Indepen- qf PI"Qvi-: 
dent, Intelligent Being; and to avoid the d~l1ce. 
,)Tame of Epicurean Atheifts, teach alfo that 
this Supreme Being made the World; 
Though at the fame time they agree with 
the Epicureans in this, that they f".ncy 
~ God does not at all concern 
himfelf in the Government of 
the World, nor has any re
gard to, or care of, what is 
done therein. But, if we 
(:xamine things duly, this 
Opinion muft unavoidably ter
minate in abfoillte AtbeiJm. 
For although to imagine 
that God at the Creation of 

.. Omnis eeim per fc Divum 
11 awra ncceffe efi 

Immorcali ~vo [umma cum 
pace fruacur, 

Semora a nofiris rebu~, fc" 
junttag; lange. 

Nam privata d olore cmni, 
privaca pericli~, 

Ipfa [uis pollens opibu:, ni
hil ind iga lIanri. 

Nee bene prolnerti:is C.l~)::L!r:t 
• • nec tangl:ur IrJ. 

Lllcl"<:t. lih. J. 

T ' , '\ "lI t:!..... r'J "I " f ,,'" ~ ,/ 
o p.t:l.Jt.<t.et01l 4l «-1[Jv-apIOV, !> TS dtJ7t> 'ir(,,5:YP.a./ ~ S)(E-I, ~ T' ",1,\:0 'Ore!..' 

I .. ,,, ') N.", l 7 L II ••• f=X-Et' "">1! )sTS Q~)'t:l./f' lITS /(fleJrTl O"uV';;u at. an •• III ·uf.t Ep'CIlYi. 
Nor i.i tbe do!fnllt' of rtJOjt: Modern FhlLo(~pher;, mucb dijJinclI' ; lr'b 

a[cribe cC:f?ry thl/lg to M,l tta "nd. "'I'10ti0I1, exclufru: of Filial Ct:~;/cJ ; ,t1!.-! 
/1 ~.t~ 0/ God as an [nce!ligcO[i.l ::;upramundana ; Wb.',h i; t/;: .~,:" ~ c.w;: 
cf Epicurus and Lucretius, J 

the 
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the World, or at the Formation of any par
ticular part of it, could if he had pleafed,) 
by his infinite 'Wifdom, orefight, and un
erring Ddign, have originally fo ordered 
a ifl)ofed, . and adapted aU tJJe SprilJgs and 
Series of future nece./{ary aml 111tintelligem 
Caufes, th2t without the immediate inter
pofition of his Almighty Power upon 
every particular occafion, they :fhould re
gularly by Virtue, of that original Difpofi
tiol1 ;1ave l)roduc d EffeCts worthy to pro
ceed from the Direction and Go,,-ernment 
of infinite Wifdom: Though this, I fay~ 
may' pOllibly by very nice anel ab,ftraCl: rea
foning be reconcileable with a firm Belief 
both of the Being and Attributes of God, 
and alfo with a confiftent Notioil even of 
Frovide1tCe it felf; yet to fartcy that God 
originally created a certaht /i?!.lu1Itity of Mat
Ur and Motion, and left them to frame a 
World at 2dv-entures, without any deter
minate and particular view, defign or diree..; 
tion; this can no way he defended COll

:fiftentIy, but muft of ne<;:effity recur to 
downright AtheiJm: As I fhall ihow prefent ... 
ly; after I have m2de only t:his Olle Ob
fcrvarl011, that as that Opinion is impious 
in it felf, fo the late improvements in Ma
thematicks and natural Philofophy have 
difcovered, that as thing~ Now are, That 
Scheme is plainly falfe and impoHible ill 
FaCt. For,llot tu fay,that, feeir'g Matter is ut~ 
terly uncapable ~f obeying any Laws, the 
'\:"ery original Laws of Motion themfelves 
cannot continue to take place, but by fome
thing Superiour to :Matter, r:01!ti111iallj exert
ing 011 it a certain Force or Power accOlding 
trJ fuch certain ani determillate Laws; 'tis 

now 
, 
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nnw evident beyond quefiion, that the Eo
dies of aU Plants and Allim,ris, TIltH h t;lC 

. moft confiderable parts of the ·WorlLl, could 
not poiIibly have bee11 formctl by r,)Cfe 

. lvlattcr according to any gel1(~ral L::til'S of 
l\Iotioll. And not only fc); but Th:lt molt 
lllliverfal Principle of G/',t"lt",tir.:n it felf: 
t}lC Spring of almo[t all the GTcar anrl rcgn
lar inanimate iVlotiOl1S in r ~le \\·udd, ~-!l1-
flVcrillg (ae; I hinted in my furmcr Di[:' 
Ct"lllrfc:,) not at all to t1l(:' SZIIj:rC(., cf Bo(~ies, 
(by which alone they can ad one UpDll ano-
ther,) but entirely to their S1Ft! Comeut, 
CC!I1ll(\t pofiibly be the refillt of any ~\10tion 
originally impreiI'cd on nlattcr, b·:t mnft 
of neceility be cClufcu by fomething w:1ich 
l)cnetrates the very SoliJ Sulftar:c;; of aU 
Bonies, and continll-ally puts fo th ill t 1\c::1 
? Force or Power entirely (~ifr"'.:r::'T!t L·ont 
that by which IVIatter aCts on Matter. 
\\~hich i·, by the way, an evident dcmcldh·a
tion, not only of 'the -World's being llude 
origiu.!lly by C! [upreme Intelligent Caufe; 
but moreover that it depends every:Moment 
on [orne Superior Being, for the Pref:rl'_!1 
tion of its Frame; and that all the grc~{t 
n:Iotinl1S in it, arc caufeu by [orne Immate
nal Power, not having origin,!!ly imprefied 
a certain fl.!la1Ztity of Motion upon lVlat
ter, but pBlpetu.!lly a1ld aClu.dly exerting it 
[elf every i\1omcut in every part of the 
\Vodd. Which PI·eftr7iillg and Governing PVlr
er, whether it be immediately the Power 
and Action of the f:.·m:.c Supre111e Caufe that 
created the 'Vorlel, or of f.':mle fi.lbodinate 
Inftruments appointed by Him to direct 
and preficle n .. fpcctivc1y on.I' certain rarts 

N thereuf., 
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thereof. c:ocs either way equally gitTc nS:1 
,'cry l1C'blc I,lea of PI'07.JidcJ1ce. Thofe 1\1c11 
:indeed, \\'}lO. p,ercl~r throllgl1 3, certain ,',!_ 
ntt,\Y (1f l'hiJcJ',phizing, kn'e been tempte.! 
to embrace that other Opinion, of all things 
being prrduced anc1 contil1ued only by:! 
c:rt.7,=U S(Il,m:ity of JfotioJ!, orighraZly in:
preiled 011 JLltto')" without aIlY dcterminarr.' 
Ddign 1'1' DireCtion, and left to it [elf to 
form a ·World at ad,-entures; Thofe Men, 
I i~ly, \\']}o, me~'clT through a \-anity of Phi
lcfophizil1g, h8TC been tempted to embrace 
that Opini811, without attending whither it 
would Ju"d d!em; ought not, indeed, to 
be lJ~: ,d:y- charged wirh all the Confe
quellccs of it: But 'tis certain, that many 
Lll;der thar cenT, ha\'e really been Atheifts; 
'1n.1 t;lC Opinion j t [elf (as I before [aid,,: 
lc'".is l:ecdfarily and b'\~ unavoidable co-nfe
q'llt:nce, to pl.-lin AtlxiJm. For if God be 
an Ail-po\\-erful, Omniprefent, Intelligent, 
\\-iie and Free Being, (as it hath been be~ 
f"re demonihated. thar he neceifarily Is;) 
he cannot l~oillbl:,- but hon', at all times and 
jn all 1'}8c(".:', every tLing t:1at is; and fon
k;i(j'n' W;lat at 211 times and in all places
'[is nrtert ,H~d wifeft jbould le j and ha,'e 1?er
fto d Pcr;·,·, without the lean labour, difficul
t~~ or ,'ppofition, to ord~'r and bring to p.rf~ 
W:",:H he io jiJ.,lges fit to be accompliihed;· 
... -\nd confequc:ntly 'tis impoffible but 

" (}~') c.::Jntc!lo. crJnhren, , . ' 
~:: eo(~m (cno,in 

"f. he muft actua11y di:rect 
and appoint every particu
lar t11ing and circumftance 

1'l!.;; ;::m a;! m,,;,!l.,,:f1i.lri. Lie. th,,,t is in the 1V or lr1 or ever 
~. ","r ', .. _.,. oI..\. . . ... 1---" .• "" ..... 

Hl:;l.il be, excepting onlywhat 
. by 
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~y his o\".7n goo::1 pleafilre he vats lll1clcr the 
Power and Ch(llCC bf fubordinate F fee Agents. 
If therefore Gael does not conccrll hlmfdf 
in the Government of the ,\~lbrld, nor has 
any regard to "vilat is done therein; it ,\'ill 
follow that he is not 211 ()ml1iprd~nt, All
powerful, Intelligent ard "Vife Being; and 
conft:quently, th~t 11<.:: is not at il Il. I.\rhl refon; 
the Opinion of this [;Jrt (;f I;ei fts, ftand.; 
Hot upon any certain coniif.:cnt Prin('iples~ 
hIt leads un~voiclably to d0'W111ight Atheifm ~ 
Anel t however in 7rords 
they may confefs a God, yet 
in re.rlity and in truth they 
deny him. -

+ Epicnrurn 1'2r,jiJ.~ it·;; ... 
~lIi!le Deo~, rr? fLll1~t;!ff~·, 
(it. de nat. D~or. lib.~. 

If, to avoid this, they will c; .... 'n Gael's J("I1l.znr: . 
Government ann Providence on=r the gre.7t- riff,',j', net 

d ,rod bl f 1 ... 1.1 Lt:"e,zf!;r!;<; er an 11ZfJre CO?1Jl er.:l· c parts c: t,le ~Vor U, re,;;z;d of 
but deny his Infpection and RegarJ to f'ro'vidcllce 

b1lmane Afflirs bel e lipan E.rl'tb, as being ., 
-'I' too minute and f11lall fur the 
Suprc:me Governour of a11 
things to concern hirnfclf in ; 
This frill amounts to the 
fame. For if Gael be Omni
prefent, All-kno\V:ing, awl 
All-powerful; he cannot but 
equally kno\v, ::mcl 'l.vith 
equal eafe be ahle to direct 
and govern, t all things as 
an], ancl the ~~ 711i1llitejl things 
as the greaujl: So that if he 
has no regard nor concern, 
for thefe things; hi:, Attri~ 
butes muf'c, as before, be 
d~myed,- anrl confegucntly 

N 2 



, . 

20 The Evidence 0 Natural 

•• 

his Being. But befides: HlI
iJ1allt! Ajf.lirs are by no means 
tJ1e minuteR: and maR: in-

• 

cbnfi1erahlepart of the Crea-
tion: For, (not to confider 
Now Tb.rt Excellency of Hu
mane Nature, which Cbri
jli.11Iity difcoycrs to us;) let 
a Deiit: filpJ:ofc the l.Tniverfc 
as large as the wide:fi Hy
l'othdis cf Aftronorny will 
give him leaye to imagine; 
(Yr let him fuppofe it as irn
menfe as he himfelf pleafes) 

and fi.lIccl with as great numbers of ra
rlOijal Creatures as his OW11 Fancy call 
ft:ggeft; Yet the Sv{fem wherein ,",-e are 
r hcd, will, at le~ft for ought he can 
rc:dcmab!y ilJppofe, 1:e as c0nfiderable as 
any other lzngle Sy./lem; And the E.'!rtb 
whereon we dwell, as confiderahle as 
;):~)it of the other Pl.mets in this Sy
ftel11; And i 1ladillol manifdtly the only: 
c.-mfiderable Il1:habitants on this Globe of 
E~rt;). .LH.11l iherefore has mallife:ftlya bet
ter claim to the p,uricular regard and COIl" 

cern of Pro,,"idcncc:, than any thing e1ie in 
this GLbe of ours; An.:1 tbis ow' Globe of 
Eo?iotb, 2S JOuft a pretence to it, as moti: other 
Planctg in the Sy:ftem;. .... t\.na this SyJlem, as 
juft an one, as far as we can judge, as any 
~,yftem in the Univerfe. If therefore tJlere 
Le any Providence at a11, and God has any 
concern for any l)art of the World; Mall~ 
}d1ld, even feparate f.fOm the coniidera-riol1 
of that Excellency of Humane Nature 

• • o. 0 --_.. which 
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which the Chriftian DoCtrine difcov·ers to 
liS, may as reafonal'ly be ihppofcd to be 
under its particular Care an.:! Government, 
as any other part of the Univerf~. 

2. Some others there are, that can tllenl- n[ the fe

I [elves D~ifls, beca11ft! they believe, not only c/~~~J:/ 
the Being, but a1fo the Providence of GoJ ; (J .I) J. 

that is, that eVcr}T l1atllral thing that is c1cne 
. il1 the ·World, is produc'c1 by the Po\\rer, 
., 2ppointec1 by the "\Vif,lom, and direCted by 
;1 the Government of God; Though, n0t 
] allowing any difference between mo,-.rl Goad 
.} mrd Evil, they fUPl)lJfe that God takes no 
:; notice of the morally good or evil Attions 
1 of Men; thefe Things depending, as they 
: imagine, merely on the arbitrary Conftitu-
i tion of Humane Laws. But }}Ow handfomly 
i foever thefe Ivren may ftem to fpeak, of the 
r ,}[,lt7lntl Attrilmtes of Goel, of his Knowledge, 
l 'Vifclum ~md Power; yet neither can this 
. Opinion he fettled on any certain Principles, 

nor defended by any coniiftent .Reafoning ; 
nor can the l1at11NZ Attributes of God be fo 
feparated from the ,ilO-raZ, but that lle 'who 
denies the latter, may be reduced to a ne
ceiIityof denying the former likewife. Fur 
fince (as I have formerly proveJ,) there 
cannot but be eternal ancl neceifary Diffe
rences of different t]1ings one from another; 
and fmIn thefe nccefiary Differences ot" 
things, there cannot but arire a Fitnefs or 
Unfitncfs of the Application of different 
Things or different Relations one to ano-
ther:, and infinite Knowled c can no more 
fail tn Know, or infinite Wi ;:tom to Choof", 
or infinite Power to ACt according to there 

N 3 eternal 
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eternal Reailll1S and Proportions of things, 
thqJ1 KllO\dcdge can be Ignorance, 1Vifdom 
be Fnll\r, or Pr.wer 1Vea1cneG; and confe
'-luentl.,,; the Juftice and Goodnefs of God, 
4re as'certain and neceffilry, as his Wifdorn 
amI PUl,\Tcr: It follmvs u.uai.,"oidably, that 
he 'who c1enics the Juflice or Goodnefs .of 
Gon, or, which jc; all one, denies his exerclfe 
of there Attrihutes in int]JeCl:ing and regard
it1g the moral Atl::iorls af lvlen; muft alfo 
deny, either hi!; '\\'ifdom, or his Power, o.r 
l'oth; ;mcl confcqm.ntly muft nceJs be dr:1-

'FC'll into a!falute Arbcif1ll. For though 111 

inmc moral N[attcfs, lv[en are not indeed 
to be judged of by the Confequences of 
their Opinions, but by their Profelfion and 

Practife; ret in the prefent 
'!- Ql1afi ego id curem, Cafe it "'f. matters not at all 

~lUid jj;c ",i.lt ~~( /'e(!!t: Jl:ud what Men 2ffirm or hoVl 
qUJro, CUld CI (cnil'l1 t dnelm, ' r 
jir dicere, qui &;.c'. ('ie'. de honoura11y they may. leem 
Fil1ib. lib. 2. to fpeak of fame partIcular 

Attributes of God; but what, 
l1ot'H'jthftanding fuch ProfeiIioiJ, muft needs 
in ~l~ reafon be fuppofcd to be their true 
0Pll11011; and their PraElice appears an
fwerable to it . • 

Pr,,[.tN! For cOlicerning thefr:: tn'o forts of Dei:fts, 
ard deb,lII- it is obfervable, that a~ their Opinions can 
1 h-d £c· . i'ft l' l' b d' i:t~,IlQtC.l' tc:rmwate ~on 1 ent y: m. nO.t llng ut o.1Vn-
p rUe of /.c- ~'ight Atbeifm; [r) t :1Clf P)'aEhce and Beha7JlOllJ" 
ing argtlea IS eX2.dly agreeable to that of the moft 
.... Itb. openly profdfcd Athe;jls. They not only 

oppofe the Rem!l.ltio1t of Chriftianity, and 
rejeCt all the moral Obligations of natural 
Rcljgion, as [nell; but generally they ~e-

fpl.te 

• -
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and Re~ea[ed Religion. 
fpife alfo the "\Vifdom of all Humane COl1fli
tlltiOllS made for the or(ler and benefit of 
Man1cinu., ann. are as much contemners of 
COlmlZ01Z Decency as they are of Rclif!,imr. They 
indeavour to ridicule and bantc-r all Hu
mane as well as Divine Accomp:ifhnwllts; 
all Virtue and Government of a Man 5 lcH~ 
all Learning and Knowledge, ail "l\<\Fifllom 
and Honour, and every thing for \\rhich a 
Man can juftly be commended or 11c e1l:eem
cd more excellent than a Beafl. They lil"e
tend commonly in their Di.f<:ourre and 
Writings, to expofe the A bl.lfes and Corrup·· 
tions of Religion; but (as it is too manife.l1: 
in fame of the'ir modern Booles, as well us 
in their Talk,) they aim really againft all 
Virtue in general, and 0.11 good Nlanners, 
and againft whatfc)cver is truly valuable and 
commendable in Nlen. They pretend to ridi
cule cert2.in Vices and Follies of ignorant or 
fuperftitious Men; but the many very pro
fane and very lewd Images, with which they 
induftrioufly afrcCt to drefs up their Dif
courfe, fhow plainly that they really d() 
not fo much intend to expofe and deride 
any Vice or Folly, as on the contrary to 
foment and pleafe the debauched and vitious 
Inclinations of Others as void of fhame as 
Themfelves. They difcover clearly, that: 
they haye no fcnfe at all of the dignitJ' dO 
Humane Nature, nor of the Superiority an(1 
Excellency of their Reafun above even the 
meaneft of the Brutes. They \v.i1l fome
time in words fcern to magnify the ,\Vif
dam and other natural Attributes of God; 

N 4 . but , 
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The E-vidence; 0 dtural 
b:.It in rea1in:-, li\¥ rilEculil1g whatever l)car~ 
mn- reE:mbbncc to it in ,Men, they fho\\! 
un:ll';'nia h' y that t ;lcr do llDt inlicc(L -beE en 
there is ~l:)- rC'~d rllftcl"cJ"lce ill Things, or 
[l r:-,- if'lC.' cx:.:clL,l1c:Y in f)llC thing more than 
1n· ;lI1("):',er, By ttirning t:ycry thing aIiJ~c, 
~~nd i\-i,hollt c'xccrti{'l~, .into riniculc awl 
n~,-~:'kcrT; they declare p1ain1r, that they 
ucrl'r h('1i~vc an}'" Tl11ng tn he wife, any 
t~lng 2<::ccnt. :11ly- thing comely or praife
'1-, ,:-t :1"\- at: a11. Th {T E.-em not to have 
anT c"fc('C'rn or v~llue, 'for tilOfe diftingllifh-

, in; 1\:,N.~;;rs ~llll{ Faculties; by in~luil1g 
l:'~'3-,1!, t~.::n ':,-hcrc\\'ith, COll h",,, temgbt tbem mOle 

-, 
, 

• ).,.., " l 'L" 'J :1 d 1 tf.-:.y:! t .. ?:.": hfaJi" OJ t Je .r/C; , ,li;a "za e t'Je1}z, 

;;·ij-r t!:::n: rh'J F(.rl'ls rI fI",',1i,cJt. In a word: 
-,- ,r " , l ,r, b' 11 "-':!~F "~::'r ti i:;g~ {!I'e tr1!e, W J,ltJ oever t mg, 

• '1 1 - 1 . . . f1. l ' r; (l:-.- J.::-':, >, r;-/.'.rtjo,--:::e-I' t .I171gS are jllJ " 1/J JatJo-
(; cr tl.li;;g~ :tn' :'HJ'C, irb.1tfoe-i.'CI' things are love-
7y, rr!J.:tIr~7'rr" t!.:hg; Me of good report, if 
tl:o"<7 l:c em)' T"'irtlit!, if tbere be any P".'ije; 
t],ef..: t:-.ings they make the conftant Subject 
of tn{ ir mocke.y and abufe, ridicule and 
raillc;T. On tht: contrary; wl1arfoever 
t~jj~gc; are Fcfanc, in'pure, filthy, rlifho
l-:.cu;-ab1c anlt a1:[urrl; thefe things they 
nlal~c it their bufinef.q to rcprefent as harm
lefs ~nd indifh.rcnt, ancl to bugh iVIen out 
of their n:.1tural fhamc and abhorrence of 
them; mn-, (:\"cn to recommend them with 
the: ir 11 tn~(lft 'W.i t. Such Men 2S tJJefc, arc 
]1ot tr) be arglled with, till they can he p<:r
fila,led to u(e ,(:b:~lI1lle1lts inftcacl of Droller)·. 
For B:'!1lt(!r is not capable of being anfwerc'l. 
"by RL';-:fln: :Kot hecaufe it l1US any itrcngth 
in it:, but bC('?,~lfc :it runs out of ::Ill the 

bounds 



and Rervealed Reiif[ion. ~ 5' 
c· 

bounds of Rcafon and goo;! Scnfe, by ex
travagantly joi.ning together fnch Images, as 
have not in thcmfelves any 1112nncr of Si
militude or Conne-xion ; l)y which means aU 
thi.ngs arc alike cafie to l)e renur~d ric1ic:u
lOllS, b)T l)cing reprcfe.nted onlY in an ah
furcl Drcfs. Thefe Men t11crefore are firft 
to be convinced of the true Principles of 
Re afo 11, befure they can be difputed with; 
and t11c:n they muft of Neceility either re
treat into dO\\1nright Atbcifm, or be led by 
undeniable ReaiCming to acknowledge al1lt 
fubmit to the Obligations of Morality, al1cl 
hear61y repent of their profane Abufe of 
God and Religion. 

~. "'Another 1()rt of Deifts, there are, wl:o or th~ 
having right ~~ppreneniions concerning the tblrd ;lJlt 

n.-ttZlral Attl'iblltes of God, and his All-go- ~f Vel}1 s. 

verning Providence; feern alfo to ]1ave 
fame· Notion of his 11l01'al Perfections aIr!): 
That is, as they believe him to be a Being 
jnfinitely KnowitJg, Powerful and "\Vire; 
fo they 1;?cIieve him to l)c alfo in fome Senfc 
a Being of infinite Jufticc,. Gnonnefs and 
Truth; and that he governs the Univerfe 
by there Perfec1:ions, and expt as fuitable 
Obedience from all his rational Creatures. 
But then, having a })rcjuclice againft the 
Notion of the Immortality of Hmnaue S01l1s

7 

they beEeve th~.t lV[en l)erinl intirclv at 
Death, and that one Generation fuall perpe
tually [ucecerl another, without any thiug 
rcm?ining of Men after their departure ont 
of this Life, anclwithout any future l'efro
ration or renovation oE' things. And ima .. 
~illing that Jufticc anl Goo<lnef~ in God., 

are 

, 



!.6 The E~lidel1ces 0 Natural 
3re 110t the fame as in the Ideas we frame 
of there Perfedions when we confider them 
in ~rC::ll, ('Ir W:1en we re.fon about them ab-
11rad11" in themfdves; but that in the Su
r!"cn:e- Govcrnour of the 'VorB the)' are 
_t0iTIer]' illg T <l1:(f.1tdott, and of which we 
C't11110t nuke allY true Judgment, nor argue 
wit:l amr certainty ahour them; They fan
C:-, thoi1g~ there does not indeed feern to 
l""s to he any Equity or Proportion in the 
r:iHributinn of Rewards and Puniihments in 
this prefcnt Life, Tet that 'Ve are not 
fufficimt Judges concerning the Attributes 
(1f God, to argue from thence with anyar .... 
f:Jrance for the certainty of a future State. 
But neither does this Opinion ftand o.n any 
coniiftent Principles. For jf Juftice and 

• f\:t.~' ;u..i.~;,~ " cl.UTll 
Of ' ....... , I , 

.:c.f='T~ "';1 .. :~ f.A-:tX.~Cl~,H) '.~UV" 

Goodnefs be not '¥- the fame 
in Goa, as in our Idea's:, 
then we m~n nothing, when 
we fay that God is neceffa
rilT J uft and Good; and for 
the fame Reafon it may as 

" ,~ 9 \ • ,.., 

'7' -"fl' • '" q 11 " ct t. ill ct g~ 111 
cV·5-f~7~ ~ .3-:;;. Or/I,_ can;,', . - " -fL.1..;. ~,_ • .,._ 

o. 

't>;ell be faid, that we know not -ivhat we 
mean, when 'we affirlIl that he is an Intelli
gent and 'Vife Bejng; and there will be no 
Foundation at all left, on which we can fix 
a!l:T thing. Thus the moral Attriblltes of God, 
however they be acknow1edg'd in ,\Vords,yet 
in reality tl-ley are by thefe Men entirely 
taken away; and, upon the fame grounds, 
the natural Attribtttes may a1[0 be denied. 
And fa upon the whole, this Opinion like
wiCe, if we arglle upon it confifi:€:ntly, mufl: 
finally recur to abfolute Atheifm. 

4. The 



and Re~ealed Religion. '-7 
4- The laft fort of DeiJls are thofe, WllO of tl;e 

jf they did indeed believe what they p!'e_fo:t(tbroT~ 
d h . It l' h . f' G d of DeijlJ. teJI, ave JUl ane ng t NotIOns 0 0, 

ann. of all the Divine Attributes in every 
refpcCl:; Who declare they believe tbat there 
is One, Eterna1, Infinite, Intelligent, All
powerful and. 'Wife Bcillg; the Creator, Pre-
ferver, and Governour of all Things; Tbat 
this Supreme Caufe is a Being of infinite 
Juftice, Goodnef.<; and Trutn, and all other 
moral as we1l as natural Perfections; Th!u: 
he made the \Vorld for the manifcftation of 
his Power and \Vifdom, and to communi-
cate his Goodn~fs and Happinefs to his 
Creatures; Tbat he preferves it by his 
continual All-wife Providence, and goverlls 
it according to the Eternal Rules of in
finite Juftice, Equity, GoodncE, 1'vlercy 
ftnn. Truth; Tbat all created rational Be
ings, depending continua1ly upon him, are 
bound to adore, worihip and obey him; to 
praife him for all things they enjoy, and 
to pray to him f,)r every thing they want ; 
That they areAH obliged to promote, in their 
proportion, and according to the extent of 
. their feveral powers and. abilities, the gene-
ral good and welfare of thofe Parts of the 
World, wherein they are l)la,ed; in lilce 
manner as the Divine GooclneE is continu-
~lly -promoting the Univerfal Benefit of the 
Whple; That lVlen in particular, are every 
one obliged to make it their Bufincfs, by 
an univerfal Bevevolence, to -promote the 
Happinefs of an others; That in order to 
this, every Man is bound always to behave 
himfelf fo towards Others, as in reafon he 

would 

0-

o 



atural 
WOll ~ I d d: r(' tl, ~y il1Gultl in I ike cirrum
{bnccs .:.1.:11 with- him; Tb.rt therefore, he 
js nl'lis;:d to (·11l y ~lld Jilbmit to llis Sl1pe
ri('1lis - in .:111 jlJrt ~lJld right things, for the 
rreftTL1ti"!1 cf S('cictT, and t~,e pc.:cce and 
benefit cf r;:c Pui-lick; to he jufi: ~!I~(l honeft-, 
ecnit;tI-.le c/l1d rllc-crc, in all his clt-aliugs 
1.1-irn }1is Equals, fN the keeping inviolable 
r>e crfr1:dri!;g Rule of Rightt:oufnefs, amI 
r.,31ntairii-g:ill ulliverfal nuft- an(l confi
dence, f:-~cn~n1ir and afi-ection amongfi: 
}oren; and, to\\-3rds his Iuferiors, to be 
gentle an] ].:ind, eafie and affdble, chari
table and wil1ing to affift as many as frand 
iJ need of (:i5 help, for the prefen-ation of 
l1n i rerL 1 Lon: 2nd Bene-vo Icnee amongft 
1\r:;l~kind and in imitation (If the Goodnef" 
(f Go,;, ,I-;}O prcferrl'S and does good to all 
Crca~llres, W"iC;l dt:pend. intirdy upon 
Hi:n for t!Jcir '-eTT Being 2nd all that they 
cn.{n:.~; Tb.7t, in r(fpea of Hir.:felf, every 
l\Ia.n 15 b:'un i to prtfervc, as n~w'h as in 
h'11 ]ie" ;;is C'Wl1 Being and the right liCC 

( f c,'l ':15 Faculties, fo 10ng as lt fhall 
r:\. 21.:: Cd, \,,-:'0 appointed him his Station 
j!l t;)is \\-rtl,i, to continue him therein; 
T,' . .?t t::c[chre he is boun(l to have ~n exact 
(J01:Crl1i1;cnt uf :-.is Paffions, and carefully 
to 2. ~·.ft2in fr' m all Debaucheries and Ahufes 
c f hirr;fdf, w;-,j;:h tenc1 either to the De
ftrudion r;f ~ is own Being, or to the difor
(ler.i!lg cf :-:15 Faculties, and cJ.jfabling him 
from rerforn.ing his Duty, or hurrying 
him intrJ t~t: praCtiCe cf llnreafunable an:! 
unjuft thj!~gs; LdHy, Tb.1t accordingly 
as :Men re-gard or Lcgled thefe Obligations, 

fa 
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[0 t11CY are I1foportionabhr acc(:'l'taHe or 
. -

dirplcafing unto God; who being Suprcm~ 
Governotlr of the \V orld, ,anrn)t hut t('f~i
lie his favour or Difpleafure at {(;n:e t.in~c.: 
or other; and confequcntly, finc(;' til is i~ 
not done in the prefcnt Sta:e, there.fure 
there muft be a future State Oi· Rewards <t!L! 

Tllniihments in a Life to comC'. Bitt all 
this, the ~len we are now fpeaking of. Ph
tend to believe only fo far, as it is .2iG:uvc
rable by the Li.ght of Nature alone; with
ont believing any Divine Revelation. The[e, 
I [iY are the only true Dcifls; and in(leerl 
the -o~lly Perfons who ought in reafon to be 
arguecl with, in ordt:r to convince them of 
the Rea[onablenefs, Truth, and Certainty 
of the CbJ'ijli.m Reveltttion. But ala:;, th(;rc 
is, as I Jr. before faiel, too much re2fon to >(- .t:t[,. t4~ 
beli.::ve, that there are very few or none JULh 
Deijls as thefe, among our rr.cdern lJeni-
C'r:> of Revelation. For fueh 1\len as I 
have now deieribed, if they wouid at all 
attenn. to the Con[eguences cf thejr own 
Principles, could not fail of being quickly 
l)erfuaded to embrace Chrijli.r1:ity. For, 
being fully convinced of the Oblig.1tiolls of 
l\'..!tllraZ Religion, and the C(:r~:1i.nty (f a fII-
tl/re State of Rellh'trds and F1I11iJ!.'mcl1ts; and 
Tet obferving at the fame time, hew little 
Ufe :Men gencr2.l1y are ab1e to make of 
the Light of KC:lfon, to difcon~r the one, 
or to convince themfe1ves effectually of the 
"ertainty ann. Importance cf t~le other; 
'tis impoHible but they mufi be fcnfible of 
the Want of a Reve1ation; 'tis jlTipoHib1e but 
they muft earnefily defire GOci would be 
". plea fe.-l, 
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The E~idences 0 atttral 
pleafed, by fame immediate di[covery of 111': 
'\'i11 , to m2ke thefe th,ings more clear and 
pl:ti1l, more t'ajie and obviolls, more certain and 
fi'i,it"nt to all C::~pacities; 'tis impoiIibJe bur 
tJ~(')' n111ft \\'ifh, God ",,"auld be pleafed paTti· 
tic r l1arlT, to iignify exprdiy the acceptable-
J ,,~; of Repelltance, and his wiUingnefs to 
:i0rgive returning Sii1l1crs; 'tis impoilible 
11tH they muft be ,rery folicitous, to have 
fome more particular and certain informa
tion concerning the nature of that future 
State, which Rearon teaches them .In gene
ral to expect. The Confequence of this, is ; 
that the~r mu[r needs be poffdfed before
hand with a fhong H')pe, that the Chrifti
an Revelation may upon nue examination 
appear to he true s They mnft be infinitely 
far from rlrhculing and defpjfing any thing 
t~at pretends to be a Divine Revelation, be
fore they have flncerelyand throughly ex
amined it to the bottom: They muft needs 
be before-hand very much difpofed in its 
ra,'our; and be very wi1ling to be convin
ceu, that what tends to the advancing and 
r~erfeaing the Obligations of natural Reli-
gion, to the fecuring their great Hopes') I 
ewd 2fcertaining the Truth of a future State 
of Rewarr1s and Punifhrnents; and can a
ny \tray be made appe~t to. be worthy of 
God, and conflftent WIth hIS Attributes; 
<lnd has Anv reafonable Proof of the Mat
ters of Facr It deper::ds upon; is really ana 
truly, l.vhat it pretends to be, a Divine Re
'vel.uion. And 1l0W' is it p01lible that any 
Man with the [t' opinions' and thefe difpo-
11 tium., ihould (:ontinue to r(~jea Cb,.ijJi-

• 



. and Req;ealed Religion. 
l:rnity, when propofed to him in its original 
and genuine Simplicity, without the Mix~ 
ture of any corruptions or inventions of 
Men? Let billl rea; the Sermohs an:l Ex1~or-
tatiol1s of our Saviour, as delivered in the 
Gofpels; and the Dilcourfe~ of the Apoftles 
preferved in their Ails anrl their 1:.'pifiles, 
and try if hf; can withfrand the evidence 
of fuch a De,Ctrille, and rejeCt the hope:;; 
of fuch a glorious Inm·ortality f..') dilco-
vered to him. The Heatbcn Pbilofopbers, 1 h zt t"~r~ 
thofe few of them, wl:o tanght and lived is r?,.~' ": 
up to the Obligations of natural Religion CQu!r;lene" 

. flft - . ' s,t)c!f2~ cf had mdeed a con 1 ent Scheme of Delfin., Deiim i" 
fo far as it went; and they were very th~ 'W.Jll:l. 

Brave and Wife Men, if any of them could 
keep {l:<::ddy and firm to it. But the Cafe 
is not fo Now. The fame Scheme of Deifm 
is not any longer conflftent w:th its own 
Principles, if it does not nov .. lead lVlen 
to embrace and believe Revelation, as it Then 
taught them to bope for it. Deifis, in OUI.' 

Days, who obftinately rejeCt Revelation 
when offered to them, are not fuch :Men 
as SOC1·ate.~ ani Tully were; but, under pre .. 
tenfe of Deifm, 'tis plain they are general-
ly Ridiculers or all that is truly excellent< 
even in natural Religion it felf. Coulll we 
fee a Deift, whofe Mind was heartily poffcft 
with worthy and juft apprehcniiolls cf ali 
the At tributes of God, and a deep Senfe of 
his Duty towards that Supreme Author and 
Prr:'[?rver of his Beipg: Cculd we fee a 
Deift who livECl j: :~ exact perforn-,ance 
of all the iHlties ()f l1J.Tlud Re1jgion:; 
and by the pr:actife of Rig:1Lc0ufnefs, .iu-

ftice7' 



32. The ,F'Vidence of Natural 
':IEee, Eqllity, Scbriety and Temperance 
exprdlhl in his ACtions, as well as 1Vord~' 
a f~rJ1l belief and expccratioll cf a futur~ 
State (,f Rcwards and Punifhments: In a 
1V( d, could we fee a Deift, who with re
verence and moc1efty, with iineerity ani 
j IT: part ia1.i ty, wi th a true and hearty clefire 
of finding out and fnbmitt ing to Reafon 
~md Truth, would inquire into the Founda
tions of our belief, and examine throughly 
the prerenfions 'which pure and uncorrnpt 
Chriftianity has to be received as a Divine 
Revelation; I think we eouB not doubt 
to affirm of fLleh a Perf all, 2S our Saviour 
did of the young Man ill the Gofpel, that 
he was not frr from the Kil1gdom of God; 
anl1 that, being T,JilliJlJ{ to do bis WZIl, be 
Jbould 1~1lOW of tbe Dc'[lrine, ll,betbeJ' it lvas 
of God But, as I r.ave i?id, there is great 
reafon to doubt, there are 110 illcll Deifts 
-as there, among tb:: Infidels (f our Days. 
This indeed is ·what they fbmetime pre
tend, and fce:ll to defire ihould be t]lOught 
10 be their Cafe: But alas, their trivial 
an,l vain Ca rils ; their mceking ann ridi
culing, without and before examination; 
their dirc"::'ing the whole ftre[s cf their Ob
jeCtions, agai:lft Futicular Cufcoms, of Far
tieular ancl pcr]laps uncertain Opinion~, or 
explications of Opinions, without at all COIl

iidering the m:tin Body of Religion; their 
loofc, va ill and froth \' Difcour[es: and above 

• 

all, rlleir vitiol/oS and immoral Lives; ihow 
I)lainlyand unLlcniabl y, tha t they are not real
ly Dc'ijl> , but mere Ar bcijls; ~nd confequently 
lJot capable to judge oftheTm1.h of Chrifti-

• 
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anity .. I( they were truly allcl in earneD: 
fuch Deifls. as they pretend and \\r,?ul.d 
fometimes be thought to be; . thofe· Pi"lllCl
pIes (~~ has been alreac1y ihOW.l1 j~l part, 
and wIll l11:ore fully appear in t.1C. fol
lowing .Pifcourfe;) . would tmavoidably 
lead them to Chriflianity; but being [uch 
as they really are, they cannot pofiiblya
void recurring to downright AtheiJ17i. 

The Sum is this: There 
is now )(- no fuch Thing, * Ira nt, ut fi ab illa rerur:1 
as a c(;mfiftent Scheme of Summa, guam fupcriu; ('( rn· 

prehendimu",. :iberraveri,; 
peifm. That which alone crnnis r.lcio intereat, 3: J.t.! 
was once fuch, namely the nihiJurn omnia rcn:m,Jnlt. 
Scheme of the bert: Heatben Lan.~nt. lib. 7-

PhiloJophers, ccafe.3 now to be .. 
fo, after the appearance of Rev-::lation; 
Becaufe (as 1 have alreaiy ihown, and ibaH 
1nor~ largely prove in the fequel uf this 
Difcourfe,) it direCtly conduCts Men to the 
belief of Chrifiianity. An other Pretences 
to Deifln, may by una"iroidable conlequence 
be forc'd to terminate in abfolute Atheifm. 
He that cannot prevail with himfelf to obey 
the Chtijliall DoElrille, ann imbrace l'hofe 
.hopes of Life a1.td Immortality, which o'u:r Sa-
1Tiour has brougbt to light through tbe Gofpel ~ 
cannot Now be imagined. to maintain with 
any firmnefs, . fteddinefs and certainty, the 
belief 0f the Iniillortality of tbe 80nl, and a 
futllre State of Rewards and P1l11ijlmul11ts after 
death; Becaufe all the main difficulties and 
objeCtions, lie equally againft both. For 
the fame Reafol1, he who disbelieves the 
immortality of the Soul, and a future State 
Df Rewards and Puniihments; cannot de-

o fend 
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fend to an}~ effeCtual purpC'fe, or enforce 
'with any fufficient ftrength, the Obligations oI 
.lI1or.:zlity il71d 1tatlti-al Religion; notwithftand
ing that they aloe inr1ced incumbent upon 
:Men, from the very natnre and reafon of 
the things themfelves. Then, he who gives 
up the obligations of :Morality and natural 
ReljgiNl, cannot r011ibly h3ve any. jUil: 
an.:t '\.-t)rt h T' notion of the moral Attn b 1ltes 
of God, o-r any true Senfe of the nature 
and 1!C(e JJ.v-y difJr re1tCe~ of things; And he 
that once goes -thus far, has no foundation 
lefr, upc·n which he Ci;1n be fure of t]1e 'Jlatll
p[ Attributes or e"\'"en of the Exifle11ce of 
G..,d; Bec-;~ure, to deny what unavoidably 
follows frnm the Suppofition of his Exiftence 
:l:1ct natural Attributes, is in reality deny
inD thc·fe natural Attributes, and that Ex
iftL'l1ce it [elf. On the contrary: He who be
liC\~es t:le Being m:d natzrr.Il Attribmes of God, 
muii: of neceHity (as has been ihown in m}r t 

f'rmer Difccur[e) confers his 11loral A~tri
bHt,'s aIr'!. Next, he '\vho owns and has 
:Tuft n071011s r)f the moral Attributes of God, 
CanlJO( avoid 2_ckno..,vledging the ObligatiQ1tS 
of JltJF.,lity aJ;d 71at1tl'.7Z Religion. In like man
ner, J:e who ovrns the Obligations of Mo
r~Jit.y 2.nd natural Religion, muft needs, to 
fupporr t:lOfe Obligations and make them 
<:fi-;;:dudtl in praClife, bdieve a futnre State 
of Re):1;ards and P1l11~(lmIel1ts: And finally, 
he v:"no believes both the Obligations of na
lural Religioll, and the certainty of a fu
ture State of Rc .... 'rards and Punifhments; 
has 1:0 manner cf rcaron left, why he 
fnouH re:jeCl; the Cbrijli .. m Revel.ltifJ11, when 

[,lopofcJ. 
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propored to him in its original and g~\1uine 
Simplicity. Wherefore fince thore Argu
ments which demonfiratc to us the Being 
and Attributes of Gon, are fa clafdy con
nected with thofe which prove the realoila
blends and certainty of the ChriftiZlI1 Rnre
lation, that there is Now no coniiH:ent 
Scheme of Dcirm left; all modern DeiH:s 
being forced to {hift from one C:?:\"il to 
another, and having no fixt alio. certain fet 
of Principle~ to adhere to; I. thought I 
could 110 ,'.ray better prevent th;;lr E"t-il De.:. 
figns, and obviate all their different Shifls 
and Objections; than, by indcavouring, in 
the fame method of r('aroning by which I 
before demonftrated the Beil1gand Attrib"Hte:; 
of God; to prove in like manner 1 by cnc di
rea~an~ continued thread. of Arguing, the 
reafonablenefs and certainty of the Chrifiiali 
Revel(ltio1Z alfo. 

To proceed ther(fore t.o the proof of the 
Propoftiol1S themfelves. 

, 

, I. ~'he faille l1ec~f[(lry and eternal different 
Re1atlOns, that different Things be"r 01re to 
another; a1id the fame CQl1fiqll,ellt Fitnc£:, or 
Unfitne[s of the Application of different things 
or different Relations onp to another; ,vith regard 
to whicb, the 1Yill of God always and necejJa": 
rily does deter11li1z.1te it fil!, to. cbooJe tc? aa only 
what i~ agreeable to :llIjlice, ~qllity, Good1ZeJ.~ 
and Truth, i~l order to the lYelfare of the 
iybole Uiiiverft; ought likervift cf!l1jfl;t1ltly to 
dete1'11li,1le tbe Wills ()f all fubordi;Zf;!te rational 
!jeil1gs, to go·vern all their AEliollIJ by the fa11ls 
Rules, for the Good of the Pziblick, ill their 
.. Q :4 l'e[pe8i\J(,1 
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reJpdlive StJt101lS. TlJ,zt i.v ~ rl;efe eternal aud 
)lCle~O:lJ'Y dijfe'r&l1CCS of tbin.r:,s make it fit and 
reafonable fer C'J't'atltl'e.r fa to aEt; tbey cattJe 
it to Fe rbeir Dut r. or l.1y .VI Obliga tiOH l1p01l 
tbem. fo to do; C'l.'Ot fi'p,rrate from the <-'011-

frdCl.1tiolr of theje Rules lehrg the 110fitive 'VilI 
or Command llf God; (l1td alfo ctlltecede1It 
to .my l'tjpcEt or rega.rd, expeElation or appre
ljcnJio1l, of '111y l1articular priv2.te and per
[onal Ad'-ant:lge or Difa.1vantage, Re\vard 
or Punifhmellt, either preJc11t or Jutllre; a1t
?:c xfl eitbo' by 1I.rttlr,11 c01rfeqlle1tct, or by po
Jiti-;,e ,'ppoiJItmolt, to tbe P"'laiji1tg ur negleaing 
tbn]: Rules. 

The feyeral Parts of this Propofition 
iT:; y be lwoved ::Eftindl y, in the followilJg 
11:a l111. e r. 

-r.:.- '/-"= 1. That there are Differences of things; 
.:-, .,:,rr..:! and di:ffercl1t Rel"tions, RefpeBs or Proporti
":'~ rs'/;c~. 07[r, of fome things towards others; is as 

':': .. ,:',':: ;evident and undeniable, as that one 1Jzagni'-
.. J J 

;("'6" nrc.'g or IilImbel', is greater, equal to, or 
{malicr than another. That from thefe 
dijfc'r£H J'Ct!tic715 of different thiDgs, there 
r:;::celTariI}~ alifes an agreemeut or difagree
'molt of [')iTle things with others, or a jitnefi 
cr Zt;:ftJ!'I~ of the application of d1fi'<':rent 
r:'ing.:i or different relations one to'ail0ther; 
~-> Jikewi[.:: as plain, as that there i~ any 
i':J"11 t;il;1g ""s Proportion or DiJproportion in 
(Jc"ulJ:etry and Arithmetic"-, or Uniformity 
0f D~fforVIity :in comparing together the 
fe:fpettive Figures of Bodies. Further, that 
t:Jcre is a Fitllefs or SuitablelteJs of cer
tain C'irctl1Jljlances to certain Perfo1ts, and an 
lJ\/i,itablcnfJs of others; founded in the: 11a-

tllre 
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\ 
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'and Reruealed Religion. 
tllre of Tbings an(l the ft!:lalifi(atio1Zs of PeJ'
Jom, antecedent to all pojitive 'appointment 
whatfoever:, Alfu~ that from the different 
relations of dijferel1t Pelions 0' e t9 another, 
there neceifarily arifesa fitnefs r unfitnefs of 
certain 11Zamzer,~ of Behaviozw-of fome perfons 
towards others: is as manifeft, as that the 
Properties which flow from the Effenccs 
of different mathematical Figures, have dif
ferent congruities or incongruities between 
themfclves; or that in Mecbmzicks, certain 
lJ"'cights or Powers have very different Forces, 
and different Effects one upon Another, ac
cordirlg to the:ir different Dijlances, or dif
ferent Po./itiOllS and SitU,ltiol1S in refpecr of 
each other. 'For illjl,mce: That God is in
"finitely fuperior to Men; is as clear, as 
that Infinity is larger than a Point, or Eter
nity longer than a lltIomellt: And it is as 
certainly Fit, that Men fhoulc1 honour and 
worfhip, obey and imitate' God, rather 
than on the contrary in all their Actions 
lnd.eavour to difhonour and difobey him; 
as it is cut;'!:' j '., [i'lte, that tbcy have an en
tire depende:lce on Him, and He on the 
contrary can in no refped receive any ad-, 
vantage frDm tbem; and not only fo, but 
alfo that his ·Will is as certainly and unal
terably jufl and equitable in giving his Com
mands, as his Power is irreJifliblc in re
quiring fubmiHion to it. Again; it is ~ 
thing abfolutely and neceifarily Fitter ill 
it felf, that the Supreme Author and Cre
~tor of the UniverCe, 1110uld govern, order~ 
and direct all things to certain conftant and 
regular Ends;, than that every thing fuould 

o '3 be 
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be permitted to goon at Advent'ur<es, and 
produce nnccrta.in EfreCts merely by cbance 
ann in the utmoft C01f[Ujio1t, without any de
terminate View or Deilgn at an. It is a 
thing manifcftly :Fitter in it [elf, tbat the 
All-pnwcrful Governour of tJle World., 
ihould no aI-ways 'what is Brjl :in the whole, 
and wha t tends moft to the univerfal Good 
of the whole Creation; than tbat he ihsuld 
make tbe whole continually miferable; or 
th:m that to filtisfy the l1nreafona..bJe defires 
nf any particular depraved Natures, he :!bon1d 
at any rime fuffer the Oder of the whole 
1 () he alrered and perverted. Laftly, it is 
a thing eyjdently aDd infinitely more Fit., 
!11at anyone particular imlOcCl1t and good Bei,tg, 
"ll-:olll(l by" the Supreme Ruler and Difpofer 
of an thngs, be placerl and l)referved in 
an eaJy "me! b"lp!,..v :hi late ; than that withcut 
any fault or dement of its O1I~Tn, it fhould 
be made e,·r:trcmely, 7-emedileJsly, and endlefsly 
-miftrablc. In like manner; in MC1tS dealil]g 
;lnJ convcriir::g one with another; it is un
de:i1iabl~r more Fit, abfolutely and :in the 
Nature d the thing it [elf, that all Men 
ihoul<i indcavour to promote the univelfal 
-",oor! and 'Wcl.fll"e of All; than that all Men' 
ihould be continually contriving the ruin 
a;1d de./irllc1jo?Z of All. It is evidently more 
Pit, even bcfl·re 311 pofitive Bargains and 
Comrads, thtt 1vlcn ihould deal one with 
another according to the known Rules of 
.tujlicc aud Equity; than that every Man 
fur his own pre[ent advantage, :fhould with
out [('ruple di[appoint the moft reaflmable 
~nd eqllit;xble E"peffatiol1S of hjs :Neigbbours~ 

- - and 
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and Revealed Religion. 
and cheat and defraud, or fpoil by vioknrt', 
aU others without reftraint. Laftly, it is 
without difpute more Fit ~nd reafonable in 
it felf, that I fhould preftrvc tbe Life of an 
innocent JVTan that happens at any time 
to be in my Power; or deliver him from 
any imminent danger, tho' I have never 
made any l)romife fo to do; than that I 
:fhould illifer him to perifh, or take away bis 
Life, without any rear on or prlwoc~tion 
at all. 

39 

Th<:..fe things are fr) notoriouDy plain and rhe .1Hi,y
felf-evident, that nothing but the extremeft dif)"jlboJe 
ftupinity of ~:11nd, corruption of Manners, »'r[/;o del." 1 

• r f: f ~ . . I'll k ~e f!fel na or pervertcne S 0 upltlt, can poi 1 )~y ma ye and l1N~-
any l\lan entertajn the leafi doubt concern-llIl) diffe
ing thE:m. For a Alan endued with ReaJo1T, re!:LeS of 
to deny the Truth of thefe Things; is the thing,. 
'Verv fame thing, as if a Man that has the 
v fe- of his Sigbt, fuould at the fame t:ime 
that he beholds the Snn, deny that there is 
any fnch thing as Light in the World; or 
as if a lVTan that underfrands Geometry or 
Arithmetick, ihould. deny the moft obvious 
and known Prol'm·tio1ts of Lines or NJI1nbers, 
and perverfely contend that the Whole is 
not equal to all its p.trts, or that a Squ.tre is not 
doubZe to a Triangle of equal bafe and height. 
Any Man of ordinary capacity, anrl un
byaffed judgment, plainnefs and fimplicity:. 
who had never read, and had never been 
told, that there were Men and Philofophers~ 
who had in earneft 2fferted and attempted 
to prove, that there is no natural ann unal
terable difference between Good and. Evil; 
would at the fuit hearing be as hardly per-

o 4 fwad~d 
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fwaded to he 1ie,-e, that it c\,ulJ ~T~r really 
enter imo the Heart of any Intelligent Man, 
10 del1yo~ll l1:lrural difference betwixt RiglJl 
and 1r, Olrs; :is he would be to believe, that 
erer r:1EYe could be all'~ Geometer who 
n-ouLi fL'ri0ully and in guo;l earneR: lay it 
c!tWl1 as a f1rft Principle, that" a crooke4 
Lii~,' is :is fir.lit as a J iSM 011C. SO that in
deed it mig;1t juftly feem altogether a need·· 
lcf.~ t!l1dert::i:~ing, to attempt to 1) rove ancl 
eH:abliih the ctC!"1ul dijfcrLnc"e of Good anq. 
Ez"il; Toad there not appeared certain Men, 
as ::-'Ir He!-!'s and [erne few others, who 
l3\-e r:oefumed, contrarT to the pbineft and 
moll o~~'-i('"u~ reaE'l1 cf lVlankinrl, to aifert, 
and Lot \\-ithout fame Snbtilty indeavoured 
to pre·n ?, that there is no fnch re~l Diffe
rence OFiL~: i.'.7lly, ,!e(~eJfTril.v, ~l11d a} folmely in 
t::e ~ature of Things; but that all Obliga
tion cf Duty to God, arifes merely from his 
~bfolutelT irrcj:jfible Power;" ani all DIIty to
w.rrds, l1Ieu, rr:erely from pojitive Compa8; 
_6,.nrt ],aYe founrted their whole Scheme of 
T'cliticks upon that Opinion. 0 ~Vherein as 
rhe1T l:are contradicted the judgment of aU 
t':e'"\\.Tjfeft and fobereft part af Mankind, 
f0 theT 21ave l!ot been ablt: to avoid contra
dietiDg rhemfelves alfn. For (not to men-

~ 

tjon 110\'.', that they have no way to iliow 
how Compacts themfelvc:s cun:e to be obI i
gater)'", but by inconfiftcntly owning an 
eten~;l original Fitl1efi in the thing itfelf, 
tv1"-.iC:l I {hall have occafion to obferve here"': 
after:) if there be 1ZL7tZ1rally and abJollltely in 
things therrfeIves, no difference betwixt 
GOCoa anti E .. il, J1J.tf/ and Ul1j'Ijl; then jl4 

the 



and Re'7Jealed Religion. . 4l 
the State of Nature, before any CompaCt be 
made, it is equally as good, juit and reafo
nable, for one Man to deftroy the Life of 
another, not only when 'tis necefTary for 

. his own Prefervation, but alfo arbitrarily 
ancr without any ~ provocation at all, or 'f SceHobo,' 
any appearance of advantage to himfelf; de C've. c. 
as to preferve or fave another Man's Life, 3· §. 4· 
when he may do it without any hazard of 
his own. The confequence of which is, that 
not only the firf!: and mof!: obvious way for 
eyery particular Man to fecure hirofelf ef
feCtually, would be (as Mr Hobbs teaches) to 
indeavour to prevent and cut off all others; 
but alfo that Men might deftroy one another 
upon every fooElli and l)eevilli or arbitrary 
Humour, even when they did not think 
a~ly fnch thing neceffary for their own pre
fervation. And the effect of this practife 
IDnft needs be, that it would terminate in 
the deftrudion of all Mankind. Which being 
undeniably a great and unfufferable Evil; 
:Mr Hobbs himfelf confeffes it reafonable, 
that, to prevent this Evil, Men ihould en-
ter into certain Comp:lc:ts to preferve one 
another. . Now if the deftrudion of Man-
kind by each others Hands, be fuch an 
Evil, that, to l1revent it, it W2S fit and 
reafonable that Men llioulcl enter into Com-
pacts to. preferve each other; then, before 
any fuch Compacts, it was manifeftly a 
thing 11?1fit and 1I11reaJonablf: in it felf, that 
Mankind {hould all deftroy one another. 
And if fo, then for the fame reafon it was 
alfo lmfit a1zd zmreaJonable, antecedent to all 
CompaCts, w.at any oue Man fhould deftroy 
._.. a.nother 

-.- • 
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an,'t:1er trri,itr;rrily and withnut any pro\"o
<-7.t i~11l. or :H 31nT time when it was not 
<;.]~/:)J llUlY :1l1J ;'m;leJi.rtel y ncceifary for the 
-pre(crntion 0~' himfdf. ,Vhich is directly 
ccmtr2didory to :\Ir. Hobbr's firft Suppofiti

on, of -¥- there being no na
tural and abfolnte difference 
betwixt Good and Evil, Juft 
and Unjufi:, antecedent to 
1'011 tive CompEd. And in 
like manner All others, who 

upon an~" pretenfe what[oever, teach that 
Good and E't"il depend originally on the 
Confritution of pofitive Lan's, whether Di
.. ir.e ur Humm.'e; nmB: unavoidably run in
tn t;:e fame Abfnrdity. For if there be no -
f.!('~ thing as Good and Evil in the Na.ture 
of Things, antecedent to ~dl Laws; then 
neither C3.11 any on~ Law be better than 
an~t!1er; nor anyone thing whatever, be 
!P-cr~ jufily cftzblifhed, and inforced by 
Laws, rl}an the contrary; nor can there 

.;. ,-'-:-·:;;.G-"m er~ -",,'''I--'''n • - .... £.1- ,. , ...... "",-, 

f"t.:..n:J~ e:Te Le&~ pr·-... ~::'enr: 
rt!""'!a:l$ Cd '~, nifi a~n:T(lJnt 
,..;:C~ A~u:.. e6am anrtC~
dearer "".:1 u':lm Leg#m,. nu
II 6ft. Cl<mf:~rf. de Leg. 

t any reafon be given, why 
any Laws fbould ever be 
made at all: But 211 Laws 
equally, will be either "f ar
bitrary and tyrannical, or 
frivolous and needlefs; be
cau[e the contrary might 
'i.vith equal Reafon have been 
eftablifherl, if, hefore the 
making of the Laws, all 
things had been alike indif
ferent in their own Nature. 

T!"Jere js no poHible way to avoid this Ab
Llrcity, but by faying, that out of things 

• 
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and Re'Vealed Religion. 
in their own Nature abfolutely indirrerent, 
thofe are chofen by wife Governours tn he 
n1adc obligatory by Law, the praB:ife of 
which they judge will tend to the publick 
benefit 'of the CommunitJ. But this i:> an 
exprefs ContradiB:ion in the very T{TmS, 

For if the praB:ife of certain things tends to 
the publick benefit df the Worlel, and the 
contrary would tend to the publick difad
vantage:, then thofe things are not in their 
own nature indifferent, but were good and 
reafonable to be praCtifed before any Lav,,
was made, and can only for that very reafOll. 
be wifely inforced by the Authority of 
La\\.Ts. Only here it is to he obfcrvd, that 

43 

l)y the publick Benefit muft 
-'f not be underftood the in
tcreR: of any 011e l')articular 
Nmio1Z, to the plain injury 
or prejulEce of the refl: of 
Mankind; any more than 
the intereft of on6 City or Fa
mily, in oppofitioll. to their 

'* <zui autem Ci< i'lln rJtic', 
nem d icunt habend .lIn, Ex
ternOl'/lm neglnt; d irimunt 
hi communem generi5 humot. 
oi focietJrem; qua fublar~. 
juf1:itia funditus collinl!. Cic. 
de Offic. Lib. 3-

Neighbours of the fame Country; But thofe 
things only are truly g00d in their 0\\'11. 

Nature, which either tend to the univerfal 
benefit and welfare of all Men. or at leaft , 

are 110t cleftruB:ive of it. The true State 
theretore of this (,afe, is :plai:' 1 y this: Some 
things are in their own nature Good a11d Rea
fOllable a'nd Pit to be clime; fuch as keepbtg 
Faith, and performing eqllitable Ccmpc1Eh, and 
the like:, And thefe receive not their obliga
tory l')owcr., fr('m any Law or Authority; 
but are only dcclare(l, confirmed ancl infor
ccd by pen'llties, upon fuch as would not -per-

h~rs 
, 
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haps be gon'rncd by right Reafon only, 
Other thillgs are in thejr own nature abfr;
lutcl.v Ei.'il; [uch as breaking F.litb, refl/Jil1g 
to pcrfil'm c,iuit.ri:le (0 71lp.::[is, crllelly dejJroy
iJ:g [boy n·bo h.n'c l1cithcr direflly 1/or htdireEllJ 
Si:·o: .117) OCC.1ji01t /0)' any fuel; treatment, and 
t:1e like; and thefe cannot by any Law 
or Authority whntf'ot:ver be made £t and 
reaf0rlahle, . or excuf~ble to be praCl:ifed. 
L3.ftl]T, other tJlil:gS are in t]1eir own Na
ture ['f,tijfc'l'(Jlt, that is, (not abJolzttely and 
.P,iClly fo:, as fuch trivial ACtions, which 
J~are no "-:lY any tendency at all either to 
the Fublick welfare or damage; For con
<..:t1'l1i!1g Jucb things, it would be childifh and 
trit1ing to fuppo[c any Laws to l1e made at all; 
Bm t;,eT are) filch things whofe tendency to 
The fubE,k benefit or ciifa\~vantage, is either 
i~ filla!l or fo remote, or fo ob filll'e al1d ill-
7·ol-r.:ed, that the genera1ity of People ai'e not 
able of themfeh"es to difcern on which ide 
tl1ey ought to aCt: and there thir;gs are 

Ap. .4- 'p.~)' made obligatory b \" the Authority of Laws; 
;, r~e('':· Thoug;i rerhap everyone cannot diftinCtly 
7~5,;·n perceive the rea [on <'.l1d fitnefs of their being 
f:~·;~'i:~li)~ injoined: Of which fort arc :nany partic:dar 
t· ~;·jct) of 1'Cl1.11 Lan's, in feveral Countnes and NatIOns. 
11;' op" But to proceed .. 
;.: ,',:~,'f The principal· thing that can, with any 
t.~:n: .In.1 c()lnur of Rcafon, ft:em to countenance the 
r;:~ J.<I'fV5 Opinion of thofe who c1.eny the natural and 
or d·ffa~rt eternal difference of Good and Evil; (for 
1.:a

e
l?ni, Mr Hobbs's falfe Rcafonings I {hall hereafter 

It;ni.. nJlr;; . d' 
"f.ht .. 1:1 c()l~fider by themfelves;) IS the iificlIlty 
~( .. 'C:, There may fomelirfles be, to define exactly 

.- the 
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the bounds of right and wrong, the varietj 
f. of Opiuions, that have;: ob- • "., . ,. .. . 
tained even among under- : '!i. ') ~<:tM ~T~ J'llt<U";.. 

ft d" dId ~..-I ""V n '7TCA ,7nu/ a-I!.o-;r~-
an Ill!? an e~rne Me~l T(/.I, Toa-ti.u1'IV ex.-c-J d-1rJ.T)O<?rZ" 

concern1l1g certaIn Quefh- ~ '70 .. riVI'V, '~n ,tGM:;,' vb!-,," 
ons of jufi: and unjuft > ~, iplhrE1 5 (.-:li. dr:itu, £.-
efpecially in political Mat- tl)/c. lib. I. c;;p. I, 

ters; an(l the many contrary Law~ t}1at 
have been made in divers Age:> and in 
different Countries, concerning there M2.t-
ters. But, as in Painting, thcugh 1"\VO v(-
ry different Colours, by diluting each o-
ther very flowly and gratlually, may from 
the higheft intenfenefs in either extreme~ 
terminate in the midft infwfibly, 2nd 
fo run cne into the other, tl1at it {hall 
not be pofiible even for a skilful Eye to 
determine exactly where the one ends, :mcl 
the other begins, and yet the Co10urs dif-
fer as much as can be, not in degree only 
but entirely in kind, as red and blue, or 
white and black: So, though it may per-
haps be very difficult in fome nice and per-
plext Cafes (which yet are very far from 
occurring frequently,) to define exaCtly the 
bounds of Right and Wrong, Juft and Un-
juft; 'and there may be fome latitude in the 
judgm~nt of different Men, and the Laws 
of divers Nations; yet Rigbt anel 1f'j'017g 

are neverthelefs in themfelves totally anJ 
effentially different; even altogether as 
much, as White and Blac.k, Ligbt and Da~'k-
'}leJs. The Spm'tmz Law l)erhaps, wlnch 
~ permitted their Youth to 
Steal· may as abfurd as , Of I{A~'7J7m ~ PEl1'!l;,1,d 7d·: 

" ii\~~~fl!$ '7TCHJ'Ci.$ 0, T; T';: 
JlrJvcf,17Q. Pllltarc/J. Apopbtbt:gm,1t;l LocQnic.1, • 

i t 



The Evidences 0 atural 
it 1\"35. b~3r much difpute whether it W~~ 
~1bt,)ltltely Urjlljl or no; becallfe every lVIaIl 
1~:,,-i!,g ai1 abfol11te Right in his own Goods, 
it n::n~ fet·m that the :Members of any Soci
en- 111:11- ;l~ree to transfer or alter their OWI1 

:r1:iT':'ftie5~l1rOn what Conrlitions they fh<ll! 
t:~:;1k fir. Bur if it could be filppofed that 
a L:1\\- had been m:lde at Sp,1i"ta; or at 
Rr;}/;?, or in hdi'l, or in any other part of 
r:-:e "\\-crld ~ whereby it had been commal'd-· 
eel nr a1»in:d, that every Man mjght Rob 
t,.- T-io!!·I:t":', and flll1l'ther , .. rhomfoever he 
lli ct \'.-i t11 ; ("If that ')to F'litb fhould be kep t 
"I.'.-i r:1 :m :.- ~bn, nor any equitable Comp'lils 
rerf~r;:lC"ll; no ?vlan, with any tolerable 
Ul""c 0·· )-.is Reafon, ,vhatever d-iverfity of 
Ju.lgment might be among them in other 
r;'ings, ·would hare thought that fuch 2 
La".- ("(\ul~ }1are authorifed or excufec1, 
much lei"3 have juftified fuch ACtions, ancl 
ha,-e ma,1e them become good: Becaufe it 
is plaillly not in ?vIens Power to make 
FrlJbood be Tnltb, thongh they may alter 
t::e PFOpc'rty of their Goods as they l)leafe. 
:\"0"1 jf in jl,lgr.111t CrJes, the natural and 
efleritial dirierence between Good and Evil, 
Rig:1t amI ·Wrong, cannot but be confeifed 
rn. be p!?inly and undeniably evident; the 
difference betwixt them muft be a1fo eiT'en
tial and unalterahle in an even the fmaUeR: 
and nicefl: and mof!: intricate Cafes, though 
it be not [.'J ('afie to be difcerned and accu
rately diftinguifhed. For if from the diffi
C'l.!l tT of determining exact! y the bounds of 
Right and \T/rong in many perplcxt Cafes, 
it could truly be concluded that Juft and 

Unjuft 
• 



and Re~ealed Religion. 47 
Fnjllfi: were not e!fentially different by 
Nature, but only by l'ofitive Conftitution 
and Cuftom; it would fonowequally, that 
they were not really, cfl'entially, and un
alterably different, even in the 11lJl jlagrmlt 
CrJes that can be fuppofed. \Vhieh is an 
a1fertion fo very abllird, that 1VIr Hobb.s 
himfelf could hardly vent it without billfh:: 
jng, anJ difeovering plainly by- his fuift-
ing Exprcfiiolls, his feeret Self-condemna-
tion. There Are therefore certain l1ec~[rary 
and etc,.,Tal differences of things; alld certain 
confequent fit1Z~lJes or 1l11fit71t~Oes of the ap
plication of different Things or different 
Relations one to another; not depending 
on any pofitive Conftitutions, but founded 
unchangeably in the nature and rea[.m of 
things, and unavoiclably 2.rifing from the 
difh:renees of the things thcmfdves. 1Vhi,h 
is the firft Branch of the general Propofiti-
on I propofed to prove. 

2. Now what thefe eternal ann unaltera- Tb.t: tOe 
ble Relations, Refpeas, or P,-oportio71S of Wi!! ofG~a 
things, with their confcquent Agreements or ilf~~!s a:: 
D : r 7:'. IT: u: rr; br rcrmrr.es 1..

lJ agreements, .rztn~u es, or ilfit7Z~u es, a 10- [t:!f t!J arE 
lately and neceffarily Are in themfelves; f:cc;rdirrg 

That alfo they appear to be, to the Ul1der- '.-tbe etl?T-

fl d· f 11 I 11· B . /loll r~.t:G:'l em mgs 0 ante 1gent cmgs; except of tbillf.~' 
thofe only, who 1l1lderjlal1d thjngs to be 
what they are not, that is, whofe Ul1der
Jhmdings are either very imperfeCt, or ver}T 
much depraved. And by this Underftancl-
jng or Knowledge of the natural and necef-
fary relations, fitneffes, and proportions of 
things, the 1Yills likewife of all Intelligent 
Beings arc conftantly directed, ~n.l mufi 

needs 
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needs be determined to aCt accordingI};" 
excepting thofe only, who Trill things to be 
w ha t they are not and cannot be; tha tis, whofe 
lr.ills are corrupted by particular Interefi: or 
_"\.ffeaion, or nvayed by fome unreafonable 
and prevailing Pafiion~ Wherefore fince 
the ?:.1tllr.11 Attributes of God, his infinite 
Knowledge, Wifdom and Power, fet Him infi
nitely above all pofiibility.ofbeing decei7Jedby 
any En-ollr, or of being i'~fltlellced by Clllywroug 
A:lfe8io71; 'tis manifeft His Divine \\Till can
not but always and neceffarily determine 
it felf to choofe to Do what in the whole is 
abfolutely BefJ: and Fitteff to be done, that 
js, to aCt conftantly according to the eter
nal Rules of infinite Goodnefs, J uftice and 
Truth. As I have endeavuured to ihmv 
diftind1v in my former Difcourfe in de
rJucing "ftverall)r the Moral Attrihutes of 
Go:L -

" 

Th~t .1;1 ~. And now, that the f.."!me ReaJon of 
T..tti,r.2! Thil1gs with regard to which the Will of 
Cru~I':CS Goel aI-ways and neceifarily Doe.> determine 
~;"e{,~:~:~ed it felf to act in confr~nt collfc:rmity to the 
tl.--m·,;/""vcs eternal Rules of Jufhce; Eqtl1ty, Goodnefs 
i~;;";! :i.'~ir and Truth; ought a1fo conftantly to deter
;';;;'l.l%e ~~ mi:le the 'VilIs of all Sub~rdina!e Rational 
fe,;~l rule Bemgs, to govern all Thezr ActIons by the 
~j R.~.;/,n. fame Rules; is very (:;virlent. For, as it is 

ahfolutely impoJ!ible in Jllat1lre, that God 
fhould. be deceived by any Errour, or i'Jtjizlencea 
by any wrong AffeElio'lz" So it is very 1t1treafo-" 
'lIable and blame-worthy in PraElift, that any 
Intelligent Creatures, whom God has made 
fo far like unto himfelf~ as to endue them 
wi6 thofe excellent Faculties of Reafo1t and: 

Will, 
-" 



and Revealed Relig ion. 
l/Till whereby the)r are enabled to dijH.712)iijb 
Good from Evil, and. to chufe the one a11(l 
refufe the other; ihould either 1i"',r;iigI.'11tly 
fuffer themfelves to be impoftd lIp071 aild df
c:eiveJ in Matters of Good 2nd Evil, R ;ght 
and YvTrong; or willidly aud pen:erjly a11O'\y
themfelves to l)e over-ruled by abjltJ'd P4/i
om and con'lIpt or jJ.1rtial Affeaiol1S , tc? ad 
contrary to what they know js Fit to be 
done. Which two Things, ,;iz.. 71t'[.ligCd 
l11ifimderjlanding or lPiifltl Pa.//i071s .-md LlIjls, 
are, as I faiel, the only cauies which can 
make a reafonable Creature act contrary t, I 
ReafoD, that is, contrary to the eternal 
Rules of Juftice, Equity, Righteoufnef~ and 
Truth. For, was it not for thefe incxcufa
ble corruptions and depravations; 'tis im
poflihle but thofe fame Proportions and Fit
nefies of things, which have fa much \Veight 
and fo much Excellency and Beauty in 
them, that the All-powerful Creator and 
Govemour of the Univerfe, 'who has the 
ahfolute and uncontroulable Dominion of 
all things in his own Hands, and is aC:C0l111-
table to none for what he does, yet thinks 
it no diminution of his Power to make this 
Reafon of Things the unalterable Rule 2nd 
LaW of all his,own Attions in the Govern
ment of the World, anel· does nothing by 
mere Will a,nd Arbitrarinefs; 'tis impofTi
.ble (1 fay,) if it was not for ineicufable cor
rupt~ol1 and depravation, but the fame eter
nal Reafim of Things muft much more have 
Weight enough to determine conftantly the 
'Vills and Attions of all Subordinate, Fi
nite, Dependent and Accountable . ~·ejngs. 

P . f\:t 

• 
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crLe Ervidences 0 aturaL 
FN originally and in reality, it is as 'hIt 
1'.71 :md ~moral1y Ij)ealdng) llCC~U"'lI'Y, that tlJ 
Trill ihould be determined in every 
on h)~ the Rcafi,r of {be Tbi1Jg, and the R~~lJt 
of rbe Gifc; as it is natural and (abfolutcl\" 
fpeaking) n"'cL:/J.:zry, that the UnderJla1zdi' 
i110nhl fubmit to a de111011jlr.lted Truth. And 
it is as ab[urd and. blame-worthy~ to mi
]f.1k..: l1(/dig~'i;tlj' plain Rigbt and 7JTj'01rg, 
is, to Uudc'Jjl.md the Proportions of 
in nioraliry to be what they are not; 
1!-ilfltlly to ail contrary to known .T uftice 
EquitT, that is, to trill things to be w 
t hey art! not and cannot be; as it would 
a bfurn and ridiculous for a Man in . 
metical Matters, ignorantly to believe that 
Twice Two is not equal to Four; or wilfulI 
and obftinately to contend, againft his 
dear kr~owledge, that the wbole is not equal 
to all its P.rrts. The only difference is, that 
Afout to a plain fpeculativc Trutb, is not in. 
a Man's Power to with-hold; but to A8, 
accorJing to the plain Right aud Re4i)1t of 
things, this he may, by the natur~l Liber
ty of his \ViII, forbear. But the One l1e· 
o7f[:ht t(.) do; and it is as much his plain 
and indifpenfable Duty; as the other he 
C.:z7:11fJt but do, and it is the NecejJity of his 
J18tlITe to do it. He that wilfully reo 
fu[co; to HfJ1101lr and Obey God, from whom 
he received his Being, and to whom he con
tinually owes his Prefervation; is really 
guilty of an equal abfurdity and incon
jiH:ency in PraCtife; as he that in Speculati
on dellies the E;fdl to owe any tbiug to its 
C7Uje, or the lPllole to be bigger tban its Part. 

He 
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and Re<vealed Religion. 
He that refufes to deal with all Me1T eqllitc'?My, 
and with every l'v'[an as he aefires thr:y fh'luld 
deal with him: Is guilty of the very fame-: 
Ulwcafonablenefs and contradiClinn ii1 nne 
Cafe:, as he that in another Cafe fh(}uld 
affirm one N)lw/Jer or ~,a1ttity to be eqzul td 
another, and yet That o'd:er ~t rhe L:T~(:, 
time not to he eqli.11 to the fir ft. Lafily, he 
that acknowledges himfelf obliged to the 
l')raCtife of certain DlIties both towards Gad 
and towards Me'1, and yet takes no care 
either to preferve his own Being, or at leaf/: 
not to preferve himfelf in fuch a fh~te and 
temper of Mind and Budy, as may beft 
Inable him to perform. thofe Duties:, is al
together as inexcufable and rid iculous, as 
he that in any other Matter fhoulc-l affirm 
one Thing, at the fp.me time that he denies 
imother, without which the former could not 
poffibly be trite; or 'll1tdert.lke aIle Thing, 
at the fame time that he obftinately oinits 
another, wi~hout which the former is by no 
~eans praEticable. Wherefore all rational 
Creatures, whofe 'Wills are not conftantly 
and regularly determined, and their Adi
ons governeri, by right Reafon :?l1a the ne
ceffary differences of Good and Evil, ac
cording to the eternal and invariable Rules 
of Juftice, Equity, Goodnefs and Truth; 
but fuffer. themfelves to be fwaycd by un
accountable arbitrary Humours, anu raih 
Paffions; by Lufts; Vanity ani Pride; 
by private. Intereft, or prefenr fenfual 
Pleafures: . Theft;, fetting up their OWll 

imreafonable Self-will in oppohtioll to the 
Nature and Reafon of Things, enJeavour 
. p ? (as 

fit i 
.J 
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5 2. 'The £rvidcnces 0 Natural 
(.1S I11nch ~s in them lies) to make thing!> 
he what they arc not, and cannot l1e: 
'Which is the highcft Prc[umptiol1 and great
eft lnrolcncc, as well as the grcateft Abfur
elity, i1ll3ginable; 'Tis acting contrary to 
that l.'11:1erHanding, Reafoll and Jtdgu;cnt, 
which Goti has implanted in their Natures 
on purpo[e to inable them to di[cern the 
difference between good and evil; 'Tis at
tempting to deftroy that Order, by which 
the L'"niverfe fubfifts; 'Tis offering the 
highefi: affront imaginable to t11e Creator 
of all things, who made things to be what 
they are, and governs every thing himfelf . 
according to the Laws of their feveral Na
tures. In a word; All 'wilful wickednefs 
anJ per,-erfion of Right, is the very fame 
1nfolcnce and Abfurdity in lIforal Matters; 
as it would be in l't~atu,\~l tbiugs, for a Man 
to pretend to alter the certain Proportions 
of Kumbers, to take a'way the Demon
rhable Relations and Pruperties of Mathe
matical Figures, to make Light, Darknefs 
arlO. Darkllc[s Light or to call Sweet Bit-
ter and Bitter Sweet. ! 

• 

AI: I (, -:n Further: As it appears thus from the ' 
t';':< ,~,\ al.jlraa and ab folllttJ Reafon and nature of 
r:~~ _l'~., things, that an rational Creatures o light, 
~,('~1~:~:~,~~ that is, are obliged to take care that their 
ItC 1;i.r~!.~ "\\'iI15 and ACtions be (,onftantly determi
h~'c,f?, (f ned and governed b,r the eternal rule of 
~;.~;; ~-~7 Righr allli Equity; J So the certainty and 
.1., O~ii;;..l~ ulli'verfalitj of that O!JZig.ltio1Z is plainly 
";n. nmfirmed, and the force of it particularly 

difcoVe:fCd, and applied to every Man, by 
t]li5:, that in like manner as no one, who 

• 

IS 



and Re~ealed Religion. 
is inftruClcd in Mathematicks, can f()rbear 
giving his A{fCllt to every Geometrical 
Dcmonftration, of which he underfl:alllis 
but the Terms, either by his own Study, or 

· by having had them explained to him by 
· others; fo no Man, who eith<.:r has pa-
· tience al~d opportunities to examine and 
· confider things himfelf, or has the means of 

being taught and inftruCted in any tolerable 
manner, by others, concerning the ne-

: ,'e{fary relations and dependencies of 
things; can avoid giving his A./Jel1t to the 
iitnefs and reafonablenefs of his governing 
all his ACtions bv the Law or Rule before -mentioned, even though his Pl'ac7ilt', through 
the prevalence of Brutiih Lufts, be moil: 
abfurdly contradidory to that AlJent : That 

· 1s to fay; by the Reafon of his mi'ncl, he can
: not but be compelled to own and acknow-

ledge, that there is really fuch an Oblig,1tio1Z 
· indifpenfably incumbent upon him; even at 
; the iame time that in the AEtiol1S of bis Life 
• he is indeavouring to throw it orr' and de-

fpife it. For the Judgment and Confcience 
• of a Man's own rvIind, concerning the Rea
'; fonablenefs and Fitnefs of the thing, that his 
· ACtions fnoulcl be conformcd to fnch or 
: filch a Rule or Law; is the trueft and for
i mall eft Obligation; even more properly and 
) ihidly fo, than any oIJiniol1 whatioever of 

.,~ the Authority of the Giver of a Law or 
,I any regard 11C may have to its SanttiOl~ hy 
J Rewards and runilbments. For whoen:r , 

~1 aCts contrary to this fcnfc and conf(-ience 
j of his own mind, is l1ccei1:lrily fdf-can-
'j dCl111H,'d; and t:1C grca tcft allJ. ilrl,lllgclt 
1 1> 3 ut 
j , 

; , , 
, 
) 
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of aU OMi/{.1tioilJ is that, which a ivfan can
not l'rcak through without condemning 
11imf'clf. The dread of fupcriour power 
3n.1 ALlthnri t 1r

, ann the SanCtion of Re
\'.-,irQS <l i It! Puni.fhments; however indeed 
~! H~,luu 1 V' Ilcce{f.'lrv to the gnvernmellt of 
f .1;1 ~n,.r faqibk C"reaturcs, and truly the 
;n"i1 dT',:rual means of keeping Them in 
• ht'ir Duty·; is vet really in it felf, only a 
pc-o;:d.r)'y m:cl additional Obligation, or b~
/?t"CCii."'1tt of the firft. The original Obli~a
rion (If all, (the ambiguQus. ufe of whIch 
-~\"orcl as a Tf'i'1J.Z of Art, has caufed fome 
perplexity and confufion in this matter,) 
is t~e C'tern[ll Reafon of Things; That 
Rcai()ll v"':lich God himfelf, who has no 
SuperiN t(l d:ire.:t him, and to whofe Hap~ 
pilleE not h i:lg can be added nor any thing 
C:lr:!i<fl1eJ from it, yet cOllftantly oblige.~ 
f;i;iJFlf to govern the \1-T odd by: And the 
more excellen,t and perfett' any Creatures 
are, the more cheerfully and fteddily are 
t 11eir '\\"i11s always determined by thjs Sll
prolle Of.,Zi/fatiuJ!o in confOJ;mjty to the Na
t ure, a:;cl' in imitation of the ~oft perfect 
W ill of God. So far therefore as Men arc . . 

t.onfcious cf what is right and wrong, fu 
far they An; under an Obligation to act ac· 
cordir:gly; And confequently That eten1al 
Rule of Right, which I have been hitherto 

.Ani f;'om 
Jh~i,dg" defcribing, 'tis evident 01lght as indifpen-
ment r,f fably to govern Mens ACtions, as it Can1lot 
j~J~nJ Can" but necefiarily determine their Arrent. 
f~iences up. Kow that the Cafe is truly thus· t]1at 
on tl.'~/r 11 1 .J".c::': f d ' E "1 
o><'n r 1/1: t, e etcrna u111erenCes 0 Goo 2.n<1 Vl , 

Aawp. the unalter\".ble Rule of Right and Equity.., 
th 



and RetVealed ReLigion_ 
do neceffarily and unavoidably determine 
the Judgment, and force the. AfTe)::t of all 
IVfcn that ufe any ConfideratlOn; IS unde-
niably manifeft from the univerfal Expe-
rience of Mankind. For no Man willingly and 
deliberately tranfgreffes this Rule in any 
great and cOl1Jrderable Infl:ance; but he act:; 

,! contrary to the Judgment and Reafon of his 
· own Minrl, and fecretly reproaches himfelf 
,for fo doing: And no Man obferves al~d 

., obeys it fteddily, e.fpecially in cafes of 
dijjicillty and lemptatio1f, when it illt~rf(:'r('c: 
with any prefent Intereft, Pleafnre or P2.f
fion; but his own Mind commends ~:nd 
applauds him for his Refolutinn, in execu
ting what his Confcience could not forbear 

, giving its affent to, as juft and right. And 
· this is what St PaltZ means when ht' fern. 
'(Rom. 2. 14, 15.) that when tbc G!'l1t-ilc~ 
''1l'bic;b b.rue '}lot the Law, do by llatZt.'-e t})~ 
, dJings cotltained in the Lan', thefe, havil1g llot 
: lbe Law, are a Law mlto themftlves:, n-/;ich 
'j!Jew tbe work of the Law written in their 
; Hearts, their COllJcience alJo hem'ing 'IZ,itJtcj.\ 
: and tbeir Thoughts tbe mean 1Jlbile accufii:g, OJ' 

55' 

,! elJe excufing one another. 
: It was a very wife Ohfervation of PI.lto. rl- ,h.lt 

.: which he received from Socrates', t ha t i f ~:.!!.n :'i
1

· 
· ~1:(j}1.'f( '. e 
} you take a young :Man, impartial an~llln prc- wbifiJ pj'a-

; judiced, one that never had any Learning, n t: nl'i,hr: 

OJ nor any Experience in the 'Vorid; an<'\. ex- :,~/:,,;:ml' 
':l ami,le him about the n,ztllr.r.l rel.!tiolls al:d .. ,c., •• 

',1 
J proporti01ls of thin[';s, Lor the moral differC7!lt'S 

-1 ?f GO'Jd Lllld E-vil;J yon ma}r, only by ask
'j lllg him Qnefhons, withont teaching him 
'; any thing at all direCtly, caufe him to c:x
! r 4 preis 
1 
• , , 
, 

.. , , 
" 
1 
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'T7;,:; E':-Jidences 0' l\Tdtural 
i,rcf; j I! 11 i:i ~<\nf\\T(~rs jl1fi: and ~-!d::equate No. 
ti,'ll-, ,1[' GcollJetl'i, al Jllttbs, [and true all,j 

!.xad determi1latiolls concerning lVlattcrs of 
Ri,~bt ,7):.1 7Fi ()I.:g.] From whence He thought 
it i\'ct~ to he cOl1chded, that all Knowkdge 
2i1 [ LCtmir~2' is nothing hut l'vIemof1T, or 

~, J f" 
(Hd~' a rt'colleding upon every new oeca l-

0]1, what h~d been before known in a {tate 
d" l'r;.('-t:~,iftence. And fame others both An
(:'c1::'[ ;in] .;\Toderns, have concluded that the 
1.;'u',. of all tirft and fimple Truths, either 
j:<t~lIral or ffimal are 1111t.1te and orjginall v , -
?.'.'Jj'i=:!/d or flampt upon the lVIind. In their 
lnft'rcllce from the Obfervation, the Authors 
(;f both thefe Opinions fcem to be miftaken. 
But t>us mnch it proves unavoidably; 
Ti1at the Jifri::rences, relations, and propor-: 
t;ons {·f d'.ings bOlh natural and moral, 
111 l.dlich all unpre:judict'u Mjnds thus na
turally agree, are certain, unalterable, and 
rtal 11Z ibe Tbillgs tbemJL'l'ces; and do not at 
all depend on the variable Opinions, Fan
cies, or Imaginations of Men l)rejudiced 
by Education, La'ws, Cuftoms or evil Prac
tifes: Alld alfo tJlat the j\'1inrl of Man na- . 

• 
• 

turally ani unavoidahly gives its A..!rellt, as to 
n~,tur~tl and geometrical Truth, fo aifo to the 
moral differcnces of Thiugs, and to the fit..: 
neE anci re2[onableric[s of the Obligation of 
the: cvcrlaitillg Law of Rightc:oufilCis, wl1Cn~ 
ever fairly alJ(l plainly propo 'd_ 

Some lvlcn ilJdeed, whn, by means of a 
,,'cry ('viI aJld vitious Education, or through 
a long H;;lbit of Wickcdnefs and Dc
kll1cl iL ry, have extremely corrupted the 
P!inciplc:s of tllt;ir Nature, and have l o11g 

accu-

-



accuftomed themfelves to bear down their 
own Reaum, by the force of Prejudice, 
Luft and Pail Ion ; that they may not be 
forced to confefs themfelves felf-condemned, 
win confidently and abfolute1y contend that 
they do not really fee any natural and ne
cefTary difFerence between what we caU 
Right and Wi-oug, .TUji and U1rjltji; that 
the Reafon 2nd Judgment of their own 
:Mind does not te11 them they are under 
any fuch indifpenfible Obligations, as we 
would endeavour to per[wade them, and 
that they are not fenfible they ought to 
be governed by any other Rule, than their 
own ",-Vill and Pleafure. But even there 
l'vlen, the mof!: profligate of all Mankind; 
however induftriou11y they elldeayour to 
conceal and deny their felf-condemnation; 
yet cannot avoid making a dirclwery of 
it fometimes when they are not aware of 
it. For Example: There is no Man fo 
vile and clefperate, who commits at any 
time a Murder and Robbery, with the 

-
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mofl: unrelenting Mind; but 
-1 would choore, if fuch a 
thing could be propofecl to 
him, to obtain all the fame 
l)wfit or advantage, wh2.tfo
ever it be that he aims at, 
1JJirbollt committing the Crime 
rather than with it; even 
though he was fure to go 
unpunilhed for committing 
the Crime. Nay I believe, 

'f- Q..uis efi: enim, .1J;r Cju;s' 
unquam fu;r, ilUt a"'.tr'~'J, 
tJm .trdenti, aut ram dfI.!:
naris cup~d~tatibu" U[ C.ln

dern ilJarn rem, GUolm ad~
pifci fcelere quovis veh" 
non multis partibus malit 
ad l"ere, etiam emnl impu
nirate propaiira, fine bci
non:. qualU ilia modo pcr
venire I Cic. de Finib. Ii/;, ". 

J 

there is no :Man, even ill Mr Hobbs's State of 
Natur<:, and uf Mr HaMs's own Princip1cs; 
- . '- - bm 

• 

• 

\ 
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58 TIJe Evidel1ces 0 Natural 
Imt jf he 'WqS equally aifured of [ccurlng 
11 is main en,l, his Self-prefcrvation, by ei
ther W3X· would choofe to prefcrve him-
:Cdf ratlle; lritb.711t '1dhoJ ing dl his Fel1ow
Creatures, t;1an 'U.'itb it :, even fuppofing all 
ImrunitT~ :1n,l all other future convenien-
cies of Life, equal in either Cafe. Mr Hobbs's 
own ~("heme, of Mens agreeing by Compad 
to -rrcfcrve one another, ,an hardly be fllP
po[~d without this:, And this plainly evin
('CS, th:l t the Mind of :Man unavoidably ac~ 
Kl1.1wledges a natural anrl n.ecdfary difte
renee bctv,;een Good and Evil, antecedent 
to all arbitrary and p-~{itive Conftitutiun 
w ha tlr)c,oer. 

fifwn.:t;;. But the Truth of this, that tIle Mind of 
",ti S!lI:i: ~.tm natura11y and neceifar~ly Aifents to 
"f '·!~f1!~!. the eternal Law of Righteoufnefs; may 
1r.=:.~'C_!l- fril1 bc:rter ani more clearly and more u-
(f,:Z.l"rJ. ;Y Ii-. - 11 f h J d ved jr;m nlreria.y appear, rom t e u gmel1t 
-She J"di;' that J'vIen pafs upou each Others ACtions, 
~nr t~.Y than from whHt we call difcern concerning 
all 1'.1// their Confcioufilefs of their Onn!. For Men 
~:"/~f ma2'- diiTemble and conceal from the World, 
Olb:rs. tht: jn.lgment cf their own Confcience; nay, 

• • 
• './ . ... . ~" .. 

by a ftrcinge partiality, they may even im
:poic UiiOl1 and deceive Tbemftlves; (For 
who is there, that does not fometimes al
luw JJimfelf, nay, and even juftify himfelf 
1n t:lat, wherein he condemns Another?) 
:Eut Mer,s Judgments conceruing the ACtions 
of Ot1;~/'s, cfpecial1y where they have no 
r·Ja: .ion to Themfclvcs, or rq1ugnance tQ 
t~!t:jr Llterdt, are commonly impartial; 
ar:d fr r!l11 tllis we may judge, what fenfe 
}-,It.;, naturalIy h<tvc of the unaltcrablt:. dif-

ference 

- -
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and Revealed Religion. 
fcrcncc of Right and Wrong. Now the 
Obfervation which everyone cannot but 
make in this Matter~ is this; that Virtue 
~nd true Good1Zeff~ RighteoltJneJs and Eqni-
ty, are things fo truly noble and ex-
cellen~ fo lovely and venerable in them-

. [elves, and do fa ne("eifarily approve them
[elves to t;he Reafon and C011fciences of Men; 
that even thofe very. P~rfons, who, by the 
prevailing Power of fome Intereft or Luft, 
are themfelves drawn afide out of the 

59 ' 

Paths of of V ir:tue, t can 
yet hardly ever forbear to 
give it its true Character 
and Commendation in Otbers. 
And this Obfervation holds 
true, 11pt only in the gene

t Placet fuapre natura, a
deog; graciofa virru~ eft, Ut 

infitum edam fic malis prL
bare meliore:. Senec. de be" 
nef· t. 4. 

rality of Vitious Men, but very fre-
quently even in the worfer fort of them, 
viz:. thofe who ]?crfecute others for being 
better than themfelves. Thus the Officers 
who were fent by the Pbariftes to appre-
hencl our Saviour couM not forbear ne-. , 
elaring that he fpake as never Mmz fpake: ]011. ",45• 
AnJ. the Roman Governour, when he gave 
Sentence that he fhould be Crucified, cuuld 
not at the fame inftant furbear openly de-
claring, that he fOll1td no f.·mIt in him. E- Job 18'3~. 
ven in this cafe, 11en cannot chufe hut 
think; well of thofe Perf ODS, whom the do-
minion of their L1Ijls will not fuffer them 
to imitate, or whom their preftl1t Il1tereJl and 
the NeceJ]ity of tbcir TfToJ'ldly Ajfctirs compe1s 
tllcm to difc01,lrage. They cannot but de-
hre, that they themfdves were the Men they' 
:-.\'e 110t; anc\ willi with B,llfl,m~, that though 

tht:y 
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, atural 
they imitate not tbe life? yet at leaf!: they 
might die tbe dcatb of the Rigbte01{.~, and 
That their l.~!f eild might be like theirs. And 
h<:llCC -it is that Pl.-lto 'judicioufly obfervcs, 

tha r '¥- even the worft of Men 
felrlcm or· never make fo 
t\Tong Judgments concerning 
Perfi;ns, as the·y do' COll

cern ing Tbi71gs ~ there being 
in Virtue an unaccountable 
and as it were divine force, 
which, whatever confuuon 
:Men indeavour to intro
duce in Tbi1Tf!,.~ by their viti-
ous Difcourfes and debau-

• 

chell Pr~aiccs, yet almoft always com-
pc 1s them to diftinguiih right ,c0ncerning 
Pofonr, ard makes them admire and praife 
Juii: and Equitable and Honeft Men. On 
the contrary; ria and 11ljujlia, Profmenefl 
and Debauchery, are things fo abfolutely 
,·tiinus in their own Nature, that 110wever 
-rhey illji1Z1rCfte themfelves into the praEliJe, 
JTet they ('an ne"\."cr gain over to tht:mfelves 
the jllJ.~17l,.nt of 1,,1 an kind. They who Do 
.,',:il, yet See al1d Approve what is good; and 
condemn jn others, what they blindly allow in 
tbe11lftlvt?s; nay and very frequently condemn 
fC n:n l hcmfohes aFo, not without great dif
order anrl. uneauncfs of Mind, in thofe very 
things wherein they allow themfelves. At 
It'aft, there is hardly any wicked lVlan, but 
when his own C2.fe is reprcfented to him 
Ilnder the Perron of anvther, will freely 
.;nough pars Scnten("e againft the wickednefs 
h(' himfelf is guilty of:, and with fufficient 

feverity, 
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and Revealed ReligJon. 61. 
fcverity exclaim againft aU Iniquity. This 
fuo\vs abundantly, that aU variation from 
the eternal Rule of Right, is abJol71tcly and 
in the natJtre of the thing it feZf to be abhorred. 
an::l detefred; and that the ullTlfejuc1iccd. 
mind of Man, as naturally dijrppl'DVeS in
jlljfice in moral m-atters, as in natural things 
it cannot but diffellt from falfebood, (If dijlil~ 
illC011gl'lIities. Even in reading the Hiitorics 
of l1aft and far cliftant Ages, where 'tis" 
manifeft we can have no concern for the 
events of things, nor prejudice S cOllc(:rnillg 
the ChctrctRers of PerJom; ,Vho is there, that 
cloes not praife ancl admire, nay highly 
efteem and in his imagination lo,'c (as it 
were) the Equity, J uftice, Truth ~nd Fi-
delity of fome Perfons; and with the great-
eft Indignation and Hatred, dcteft the Bar-
barity, Injuftice, ani Treadlery of others) 
Nay further" when the prejudices of cqrrupt 
Minns lie all on the fide (If Injuftice; as 
when we have obtained forne very gre2"t 
l1rofit or aclvantage through another :NIan's 
Treachery or Breach of Faith ; 
yet :>(. who is there that * Quis Pullum NlIm7tmm:. 
upon that very occauo'n does Fregellanum. pro.dit()rem • 

~ b . [' quanquam RClpllbhc;:e nofu-.d!: 
n.~.h (even, to a Prover ) cll~ - profuit non odit? (,"i,. t1= 
lIke the Pelion and the AClz- Fmib. lib. 5. 
on, how much foever he may 

• • • 
rCJ01ce at the Event? But when we come 
our lelves to Juffer by Iniquity, Then 'Where 
are all the Arguments and Sophiftries, by 
which Unjuft Men, while they are op
prefling Others, would perfwacle themfelves 
that they are not fenfihle of any natmal 
difference betwixt good and evil? 'When 

• 
It 
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it comes to be th~re ]VIens own Cafe, to 11c 
opprdfed by Violence, or over-reached by 
Fraud; where Tbc1t are aU their Pleas a
gainft the eternal djftincriOll of Right and 
\\Yrong ? How, on the contrary, dp they 
Tlxll cry out for Equity, and exclaim ;j. 

gainft Injuftice ~ How do they Then chal. 
lenge and object againft Providence, an'l 
think neither God nor Man fevere enough 
ill puniihing the Violaters of Right and 
Truth! \Vhereas, if there was no natural anJ 
eternal difference, between Juft and Un, 
Juft; no lvLm could have any reafon to 
complain of Injury, any other than what 
Laws and CompaCts l'hade fa; which in 
innumerable Cafes will be always to be 
evaded. 

Ar.J; .r.rer There is but one thing, that I am fenfible 
~;r.;:'~ 0:- of, which can here with any Colour be ob
jl~~~~~l jecred againR: what has been hithetto [aid 
f' '", :1:= concerning the Neceffity of the Iv1illd's gi
lj;~! is nO· ving its AfI'ent to the eternal Law of Righ
~.olr.~ef ':~, teol1ii1(:~fs; And that is, the tot,11 Ignorance, 
. ,'i}p .... If, .... • 

'l'J~I Sa:.:. which fome whole NatIOns are reported to 
On.! in molt- lie under, of the nature and force of thefe 
~e~j.~,: x~- moral Obligations. The Matter of FaCt,. 
r.z: .• J. :is not very true: But if it Was, 'tis certain 

• 

there are more Nations and People total
Iv ignorant of the plaineR: Mathematical 
Truths; as, of the proportion, for Exam-
ple, of a Square to a Trimlg1e of the fame 
Bafe and Heighth: And yet thefe Truth$ 
are fuch, to which the Mind cannot but 
give its airent necelfarily and unavoidably, 
as fi)on as they ~re diftinctly prupofed to it. 
An that this ObjeCtion proves therefore~ 

fup": 

I 



4nd Re'Vealed Religion. 
fuppofing the Matter of it to be true, is on
ly this; not that the mind of Man, can ever 
diffent from the rule of Right:, much lcfs, 
that there is no neceffary difference in na-
ture between moral Good and Evil:, any 
more than it proves, that there 1S no cer-
tain and nec.effary proportions of Numbers~ 
Lines, or Figures: But this it proves anI)"", 
that Men have great need to be taught and 
inftruCted in fame very l)lain anel cafy, as 
well as certain Truths; and, if the)T be cf 
importance, that they have need alfo to 
have them frequently inculcated, and ftror:g-
ly inforced upon them. "Which is very 
true: And is (as as :fhall hereafter be:: par
ticularly made to appear) one good Argu-
ment for the reafonablenefs of expec.ting a 
Revelation. 

4. Thus it appears in general, that the Of tf:~ 
mind of Man cannot avoid giving its AlJel1t pfir:';:"i'Zi 

to the eternal Law of Righteot~rneis :, "that ~~;:;:ti= 
is, cannot but acknowledge the reafonable- in p.atick'" 
nefs and fitnefs of Mens governing aU their l.u. 
ACtions by the rule of Right or Equity:, 
and alfo that this A/Jent is a form:d. Obliga-
tion upon every Man, actually ;tncl ('011-

ftantly to conform himfelf to that Rule. I 
might now from hence deduce in pa.rtit"l,zar., 
all the feveral Duties of Morality or Natu-
ral Religion. But becaufa this would. take 
up too large a portion of my intended Dit:' 
courfe, and may eafily be fupplied abun
dantly out of f<::verallatc excellent Writers; 
I !hall only mention the three great and 
IJrincipal Branches, from which all the o-
ther and fmaller inftances of duty do na-

turally 

" 



of Piety, 
or ~f:'I1S 
Di~:" :e-

• 

ll'.:r ,f s 
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The Evidences 0 Natt-tral 
turally flow, or may without difficulty bc 
derived. 

Firjl thell~ in refpecr of God, the Rule 
of Righteoufilefs is; that we kcpp Zip C()1!-, 

Jl.-r1ltly in all)' Jl-1iuds, tbe hiLr;bejl poJlible H01101I1", 

E/J,-o!l, aud Vt'1icratio1t fOl" bim; ,vbicb mlljl 
expl tjS it PI! i,! proper aud rcJpeaive illjill
e"t"{'s lIP'J7[ all aliI' P.~/!iolIs, altd in tbc Jztit.lblc 
dirc'8i01! of all our Ailio11s: That we 1110r]hifl 
and 'ldore Him, aud Him alone, ,rs the 0111y 
Supreme Alit bar, Pnftrver aud GO'iJerllOllr of 
all Tbi1'gS: That we employ ollr wbolc Bei1lgs, 
((lld all ow' Porrers and Rzcltltics, in bis S~'r-
1-,ice, au.! for bis Glo)),; tb.lt is, i11 e1tCOZlrct
giug the pr,liliji; oflmivcrfctl RigbteollJlleJs, al1a 
promotiu,'!: tbe De jigllS of hi .. Divine Goodllefi 
among} L1Je1t, in Jitch W<ly and mamter as ]hall 
at aitY time ,rppe"I" to be bis JFill we ]hoztld do : 
it : An:l fin.?.ll y, tll;. t, to i1table l/J to do this 
continually, we pray uuto bim c01tjl,"'mtly for t 
'il,btlte7JO' we jfmtd in llced of, and return !Jim t 

continual and bearty Tbmtks foJ' 1vbate11er good ' 
things we at any time recei1le. There is, no 
Congruity or Proportion, in the uniform ' 
difj)ofition and currefpondent order of any 
Borlies or Magnitudes; no Fitnefs or Agree
-ment in the application of fimilar and equal 
Geometrical Figures one to another, or in 
the comparing them one with another; fo 
vifible and confpicuous; as is the Beauty 
an,1. Harmony of the exercife of God's feve
ral Atributes, meeting with fuitable returns 
of Duty and Honour from aU his rational 
Creatures throughout the Univerfe. The 
confideration of his Eternity aud I11ji1tity, his 
Kuo1llledge and his Jrijdom, nccelfarily com-

mands 
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, 
~nanc1s our l1ighefl: Admiration.- The fenfc 
of his QHmiprejt:llce, forces a 1?crpctnal .zw
{Ill RefTard towards him: His S'Hpreme Au
;thority: as heing the Creator, Pi'eft,.-i,.1t·r, aiza 
;abfol11 te GoVCrnoitr of ~11 Things, obliges 
lus to 1?ay hIm all 110ihb1e Ho;~oltr a1ld V;:
~zenltio1T; Adoration and lYorjiip., And his 
1fnity requires, that it be pairl to Hi17i
;alone: His Power and JZljfice, demand our 
;Feat': His Mercy and Pl.lcablelleji, enc.ol1~ 
irage our Hope: His Goodllef~, neceffarily 
:excites our Lo've: His Veracity and U,i
:cb.:l1zgeableneJs, fecllre our TJ'Zljf in him ~ 
. The fenfe of or~r having received Olll" Be
ing and all onl" P01lJeJ'S from. him, makes it 
ihfinitely reafonable that we fuould employ 

.\ Olfr whole Beings and all Olll' RlclIlties in his 
:~i Service: The Confcioufnefs of our con
·t tinual DeRel1dence upon him, both for our 
::~ PrefervatlOl1 and the Supply of every 
, . thing we want; obliges us to conftant 

3 Air we breath, and the Foo:! wc eat, the 
;1 Rain from Heaven, and the fruitful Sea'" 
.: fons, all the Bleffings and Comforts qf 

.! the preJent time, and the Hopes and Ex
: l1eClatiol1s we have of 11' hcz t is to come, 

· : do '¥- an demand our hear-, 

i tieft Gratitude and Tb.wkJ
:\ giving to him. Tlle Suita
:I blenefs and Proportion, the 
i Correfponiency and Con-
i nexion of each of thefe 
: things 1 efl)ec.tively, is as 
:, l11ain and confpicuous, as 
i the ihiuing of the Sun at 
.1 ~ , 
I 
• 
( 

I 
• · , • , 

1 
':J 
• 

* Quem vera AntOf:JrTl 
Ordines, quem d ierum no~ 
ttiumq; viciffitud illes, quem 
rnenfium temperatio, CJuerr.q1 
ea gu;~ gignuQtur nobis ad 
fruendum, non Gr.ltllm elfe 
coganr; hune Hominem 
omnino numerare qui de. 
CC[ ? Cic de Legib. lib. 2. 

'EI ~ fVI'~ X.0,(A.~, ct,'M.l 
Noon~ 
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Noon-day; And 'tis th 
greateft . Abfi.lrdity anrl :P 
verfenefs in the \Vorhl 
for Creatures indued 'wit 
Rcafim, to attempt to breqk 
through and tranfgrefs th' 
neceffiuy OnleT a11(l 
]1enoency of things. A 
Inauilllate and a11 11'1" . 
1tal Beings, by the .l\-:-cce 

of their Nature, confrantly obey the Law,. 
of tl1eir Creation; and tend regularly t 

the Ends, for which they were appoin 
How monfhons then is it, that Reafl 
C,.e.1ture~, merely becanfc they are 11 

Necel{tated, fhoulcl abufe that glorioll 
privilege of Liberty, by which they are ex· 
alted in dignity above the reft of God' 
CrEation, to make themrelves the alone 
Ul1n,tJoll.tble ~nd djrnrclerly part of the 
lTni,-erfe! That a Tree planted in a fruit
ful Soil, :1110 watered continually with the 
Dc'l.'<- of Heaven, and cherifhecl confl:antly 
l\-ith the kindly warmth and benign in
iiucnce of the Sun-beams, lliould yet never 
bring [.)rth either Le.rves or Fruit; is not 
1wlf fo irregu1ar and contrary to Nature,. 
:?os that a Rltio1utl Beiug, created after the' 
Image of God, and confi:ious of Goers do-· 
il1g every thing for him, that bcmmes the 
Re/,lti01t of an infinitely good and bounti
ful Creator to his O-eawrcs; fhould yet ne
ycr on his part make any return of thofe 
Duties, which arjf~ necefEuily from the 
Rt;iatioJl of ,l O'C,It1tre to his Cl'c.ltor. 

Seco7lflly;, 



and Rervealed Re!t~~,ion. 67 
S(co,rJly; Tn rcfpcC1: of onr r~'lfow-c)'('a- or R(i!,bt~-

h R 1 f R · 1 i' l" l QI/'ne(, or . tIIrcs, t e u e n 19 ltCOII IJC S lS; t 'J,lt th~ /)It}..,. 
in p.artic~lar 11'C fa deal witb e(J('ry 11Lr,11, a~ ~f .Yen· 9n~ 
ill like Czrc1I111jl,l1lCCS we could rl',~roit.lIJty ,'x- t~w IY,h 

:peEi be }honZd dt",d n·itb 1t~; anll tbt 111 g:::- 4, ath~(. 
:l1eral n'e el1de,p)ol!r, fly ,11l lIni7 lcl:(..rl !i,·1te1'9-
;It? 11 CC, to promote the welfll'e mId b.rpp/1l~r, of 
iall Men. The former Branch of this Ru:e, 
;j:; Eqztity; the 1a tter, i~ L07'£!. 

i As to the former, 'viz.. EqZlity.. T:1e or :f.{0-iCI! 

l' ) . h II' " r . pM' tn i E l'li~ 'Rea on \IT 1iC O} zges cyery "\'Lan In )"lcnf.', ~. . , 
{;) to deal always with anotht.r, as he would }. -~reafonably expect that Othen fhould in 
like Circumftances deal with Him; i,,; the 
"Very fame, as That which force,~ him in 
Jpecul.ztio1t to affirm, that if one Line or 
!Number be equal to another, That otJwr lS 
:reciprocally eqnal to It. l11iquity 1S the 
;yery fame in Ac1io1t, as P,rljity or Lcmtr,rdi
iaion in Tbeory; and the lame caufe which 
makes the one a bfllrd, makes the other 
;'1wreaJo71able. ,\Vhate\rer relation or 111'0-

portion one Man in any CaCe bears to 
;another; the fame That Other, when put 
:1n like Circumftances, bears to Him. 
;,\Vhatever I judge reafcmable or nnreafon:l
:ble, for a1totber to lin for 11ft'; That, by 
'lthe fame Judgment, I declurft rcafonable or 
:-unreafonable, that I in the like Cafe DlOulJ 
,ldo for him. And to deny this either in 
:l'Vord or Action, is as i'f a lvlall fhoulcl 
'lc-ontenrl, that, tho' tn'O and three are equal to 
If,:e, yet jive are not equal to two and t I'lw. 

"j) 'Wherefore "f. were not lVlcn 
:,1 firangely and moft nrtna- " Nihil eft un\lm uni rJm 

fim iii, CJ m par, lJu' m Om
J turally corrupted, by pcr- n~s incer n(llmc:clptiJ~ 1i.!-
1 Q 2 7.'etji: 
.. 
J , 
1 
·.1 , 
l , 
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mus. Q.uod {j ,{cpra1Jatio 
conjwef 1/,1 inurn, (j ol'inicr.i1l11l 
'lJ,m;t,u, non imbecillirarem 
animorum torqueree, &. lie
ficrct guocuoi; ca:pifleri 
fui neOla ip(e tam fimiJis 
elTer, qU.!rIi omnes fum om
nium. - . &: cokrerur Jus 
aque ab omnibus. ere. de 
Jeg lib. t. 

7.Iel'fe and U1tC!ccolmtab IJ falJe 
Opil1io71S~ and" 71U!1,jf,.OZlS evil 
CiljlO11IS and babit.~, prevail
ing againfr the: cleareft and 
l)lainefi: reafon in the 
,\Vor ld:· 1 t would be 1m
poHible, that univerfal 
ECluity ihould not be l)rac-
tired by all Mankind i 

2nd efpecially among Eqlltlls, where the 
l1ropoftion of Equity is nmple .and ob-. 
vious, 2nd every Man's own cafe is al 
ready the fame- with all others, without 
any nice comparing or tranfpofing 
Circumftances: It would be as 

:fible, that ~ a Man, con· 
'* HoC exigir ipfa Narur::r 

rario, qu.r eft lex divina & 
hum:!n.!; cui parere qui ve
Ii~, nunquam commiuet Ut 

.. !i?ni'ln apret.1f, & id. qUOd 
a!t~i-; di?tolxerit, /if); al]i1mat. 
C;c. d~ alfie. lib. 3-

trary to the eternal Reafo 
of things, fhould de1ire to 
gain f(nne [mall profit to 
Himfelf, by doing 
lenee and damage to 
Neighbour; as that 
fhould be willing to be 

• 

privcJ of Necdla.ries himfelf, to fatisfie the 
unreafrmab Ie Covetoufilefs or Ambition 
another: In a word; it would be impof. 
.fible fur Men not to be as much afhamed" 
of Doil1J( TlIiquity, as they are of Believi'lg" 
G11tFL7dic1io11S. III confrdering indeed the 
Duties of Superiollrs and InferiollT!I "in vari
ous Relations, the proportion of Equity" 
is fOlle::what more complex; But frill it 
may always be deduced from the fame' 
Rule, of doing (IS we would be done by, if 
rcareful regard be had at the fame time to 
the difference of Relation;. That is, if in 

Cvll-

, 
• 
I. 

I 
I 



I , , , 
, and Revealed Religion. 
ic:onfi1ering what is £ t for you to do to 
lanother you always take into the ac
:connt, ~lOt only every Circumftance of the 
· AEtio7t, but alfo every Circumftance where:
:in the PerJon differs from you; And in 
• judging what you would deiire that ano
,ther, if your Circumftances were tranfpo-
fen, fhould do to you; you always COl1-

; :fider, not what any unn.:afunable Pailion 
• or private Intercft would prompt you, but 
: what impartial Reafon would cliClate to 

,: you to defire. For example: A M,'gi-
jlrate, ill order to deal equitably with a 

: (ri11lillal, is not to confider what Fear or 
, Self-Love would caufe Him, in the Crimi
, nal's Cafe, to deJirc:, but what ReaJon and 

the pttblick Good would oblige him to ac
,knowledge was fit and juft for him to ex

peEl. And the fame Proportion is to be 
obferved, in deducing the Duties of Pa-

, 1'ents and Cbildren, of ,Mafiers and Servants, 
i of GovernOJtrs and SztbjeEls, of Citiz.e1lS and 
: Foreigners; in what manner every Peri"on 
'; is obliged l)y the Rule of Equity, to be
• have himfelf in each of thefe and an other 
; Relations. In the regular and uniform 
; PraCtife of all which Duties among aU 
l Mankind, in their feveral and refpective 
; Relations, through the ''',Thole Earth; con
l lifts that Ulliverfirl J1 lfiice, which is the 
1 Top anI PerfeCtion of all Virtues; 7fTbicb, 
J if, as "(- Plato fays, it could 
1 be reprefented vifibly to 
'4 mortal Eyes, would rai.fe 
'J in us an inexpreil~ble Love 
-; and Almiration of it: 
:j. -', Q) 3 

:1 

j -, -. 
'j 
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-,rb;{ h "would introduce in. 
to the "World fi.lch a glori. 
oils and llHppy State, as 
the :Jllcit:JJt Poets have at· 
tL'l111){crl to clc-ftTihc in their 

• 

Fidinrt of a golden Age: 
II"b;, b in it felf, is fc) truly 
b ..... ~nli:fl!l and lovely, that, 
::'"'> -¥" A1ijl'Jtlc elegantly ex· 
rrdI~s it, the 1\10tions I)f 
inc hCC/I"t'Jllv" Bodies an: 
not f() aJlIijlahly regular 

and Jiarmrl1inus, n"r the brightnef.., of 
the Sun and Stars f() ornamental to 
the ,"i1ible f;tl:.'rick of the "Worlet, as 
the univerfll practiCe of this illuftri
ous '" irtuc wnu let be conduci \"e to the 
glory and ;ldnl1lt::tgc elf the rational 
rart of rhis lower (rearloll: Jrbich, laft-
11' is {o truly noble an.:! excellent ill its - , -
OWI1 }.:;tt:.Jre, that the wifeft and mo:ft: 
c:.:onfiderillg :Mell have always declared, 

that >" neither -Life it felf~ 
nor t all other l10ilible En-. 
jOl"ments ill tl1e ·World, -
1mt together~ are of any 
"I.-alue or eftccm, in com~ 
l")ariion of, or in competi
tion with, that right tem
per aJlcl difpl):iition of 
lVIinrl, from which flows 
the prattii"'c of this uniycf-
fill Jufijcc and ECJllity. 
On the contrary: I7Ijll-

Jil e and liliqllity, Violence, Fraud and 
Opprc:Jilull ; the univerfal confufion of . -

" rjght 
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and Rervealed Religion. 
, 
· right and wrong, and the general neg
led and contempt of all the Duties ari
iillg from Mens feveral Relations one 
10 another; is the greateft ann moit un
n:~tural corruption of God's Creation, that 
'tis lJofiible for deprave.i anel rebellious 
Creatures to introduce: As they them ... 
fdves, who praCtife iuiquity moft, and 
are moft eleiirous to defend it, yet when
ever it comes to be their O\\Tn turn to fuf
fer by it, are not very b2.ckwanl to ac
knowledge. To comprife this Matter 
therefore in one "\\'orel: "What the Suns 
f()rfaking that equal courfe, which now, 
by diftufing gentle warmth and light, 
cherifhes and invigorates eyery thing in a 
due prol~ortilm through the whole Syftem; 
and on the contrary, his burning up, by 
an irregular and difcJfderl y" Jvlotion, fome 
of the Orbs with infupportable heat, and 
leaving others to l)erifh in extream cold 
and darknefs; would be to the 11.rtllr,1l 
If7orld: That very fame thing, Injllftice, 
::mcl TyrannY, Iniquity ::l11cl :111 "\v'ickecl
nefs, is to d1e 11loral mId r,ltiou,1l lJart of the 
Creation. The only difference, is this: 
That the one 1S an objli7l.:lte and 'wilful Cor
ruption, and mo11: ptTl.'t'lfo deprav::ltion of 
Creatures made after the Image of God; 

, 
· 
, 
• 

i 
• , 
• • , 

" 

and a violating the etcl"1h1l mId Zl1/,1lter,1!,Ie 
Law or Reafon of Things, which is of the 
utmoft Iml)ortance:, \\'hereas the other 
would be only a revolution or change 
of the Lll·bitr,lI) ,md tempo!".!!) frmne of 
Nature. 

• 

• , . , 
• , 
• 

• 
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TIc E'7Jidenccs 0 , att-tral 
r./ I,,,i~ cr· The fccond Branch of the Rule of Righ~ 
':,': .':::ir:I.,! tC'olliilCis with rcCpcd to onr Felluw-crca~ 
£>: I., . J • I -. J • f I L B 
,;'1::1:. t II ft'5, 1:llC1, ,vas 1111Z7'CI' ,( ore or )e1H'7i')~ 

lt1:n:; t>nt is, not nnhr the doing baI.<:·hr 
Wh:1t is juft <llld right', in our dealil!gs 
'with n'cry 1\[al1; but alfo a confiallt il!
d('an~urjng to promote in general, to the 
utmcli: of our power, the welfare ::111(1 hap~ 
pillds of all 1\1en. Tre Obligation to 
v:: ich c1Ul)" alfo, may <:aiily be dcclu,,:t:d 
from '1,\' h;( t 113S been already laid down. 
F"r if ',as ;l[-1S been before proved) there be 
a 113 tural and necelTary ditfe:reuce between 
(Jond and E\ril; anci that which is Good 
JS fit 8!1d reaieJl1able, :;ll~d that which is 
E,-il is umcafonablc to be d0nc; and that 
w;lic;l is the grcatcft Good, is always the 
7r. r/r :fit and reafonablt: to be chofell; Then, 
as the Goodnefs of Go.:! extends it f<:If 
uni.:erfally over all his ,Yorks through the 
\\-l,ole Creation, by doing always what js 
abiolurely Bdt in the whole; fo every 

, 
• 

rational ere-attIre ollght 111 its Sphere and 
Statiun, according to its refpecrive llowers 
and facu] tics, to do all the Gooel it can 
to all irs Fello'w-creatures: To which cnd~ 

• 

7,;Uh·fJfd LQ7'e mrd Bel1crolence is as plainly! 
the ill'lit diry~t, certain, and efE:Ctual! 

• Ui'!:',;crfl;jrer aurtm vc
rum <::11, qur,d non cercius 
ft.:C.liS pmfli Lint;lm pro
c' ~c:~, au, ,tddlfi~ lII;m;;rorlitn 
~. J:n In j](1") qUJ m quod Bene. 
'c ,:ei,ld nf~(turn I'r .t:fbt bo
r~m. CunZ,::,/.lIld dr: Leg. 

r·'!g· 
lJ rr; 

• 
. - . raClOnc Lac !ll 

mtans ~ as .,< in Mathema- ! 

tjr:-ks the Jlowilfg of a Poi71t, 
js, to produce a Line; or 
in Arithmctick, the Addi
tion of Numbers, to }1ro
:lllCC a Sll1J11ll:, or in Ph"
iicks, certain kinds of Mati .. 
OU.I') to l'rejen.:e ccrttri1l Bo-

dies ~ 



, , 

• 

and Re:vel-:'lled Relif'ion. ....--, 
, c I~ 

dies, which other l~inlls of Ar;thll/e:i~is ~per.,:i~lli{)i{j'-i 
Ivlotions tend to corrupt. Do{trjn~ MOf.l!i. vcrira" I "a~ 

f 1 l' .1 dawr in immurl'.iii coi::l_ o a 1 which, t ,1C mll1CL '. . rer·n.t Hl~lr rr:l.~-I!.:tcTi: .~':.:;; .. 
(If Man is fo naturally m.un <.juam l;nr:-':!~l!:n \·:n: • 
fenftblc::, that, except in a!lCqui valent, 0.: .,,-,'i,," fac_ 

fuch Men whofe AffcC?ti- 1.'o!~l1ti~ IIni1.'':I;:l:is, U. ibid 
. D p.lg. 23· • 

ons are prodiglOu y cor- Eadem eft menfl;ra Belli 
fupted l~y moft unnatural M .• iiq"e, c;u;;e l11enft:rl d\ 
::md habitual vitions pra- '1m; I,v~(ig; in prc-pd:[ioni
ch[es, there js no Duty bus prc!lutlti.!mibu5 de clfi-

cacia .1io:1II!!n ad rert'm ail . 
whatfoc\'cr, t!1e pcrfor- arum co);(er1J.aior::·'i' 1:-:. (Jr. 
mance whereof affords a Y:lrtioTlem t;tCklllium. Id. 
Man fo >(. amp1e pleafurc p.:g. 3 J. 

d .r. fill ¥- AR;ufia admodl!m ell: 
an .latisfaCtion, and. 5 circa nonr~ ra!)tummodo 
his mind with fo comfor- commodol, L£r;u,t mJteria . 
table a fenfe, of his having ftd eadem <:rit ampHTima' 
done the greatefl: Good he fi J.licr:m :-m:1:um Fdic;c.!; 

c('·rdi r~ob:~ l~r. (~ulpn~ l'J:'c 
was c2.pable to do, of his ad ;!lJI!1, ca;ldeill !~J'uebic 
having beft 2il1fwcred the proporrionem, ql1am habet 
ends of his Creation, and imm~n[J E<:arin:do Dei te-

till!",; t~umJ.ni generi,,' ad nearlieft imitated the Per- Cl1rrJ.m ;.llam 1ic~:.( feliciraris 
fcctions of his Creator, lu\,cl:;::t"'lilClll, clU.llll uni ho
and confeguently of his ha- min~. ~.q, ill'.ido;3.: lTIJlev,.
ving fully complied with 10, I?r;,lil.t ~O~ll. p:Jlfinr lup
the hig~1<::ft amI princilJal p,dttart:, 1",. Ibid. Pilg. ~ -to 

Obligations of his Nature; 
as the performance cf this one Dut)~, 
of 1I1Iiverjtl LO'l,'e and BClIe-.:o lenee, nat u
rany affOrds. But further: The Ob
Jigation to this great Duty, may al[o 
othcrwife be deduced from the ~r,1tlll"e 
of jUan) in the following manner. 1'\cxt 
to that natural Sdf-love, or Care of 
his own Pn:[LT\"ation. v.:h-ich everyone 
l1e,dfarily h2.5 in the firit -pb"e for hill/FIr; 
there js in all .M~n ;:J. l'tIl;11n n~tural At-

fcdioll 
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The E·-;..:i del1ces 0 Natural 
" 

[L:,:ri"n t,)l" their .. '!.,iUI't'71 ,/1[([ Pojlc:rity, ,d1(') 
~';\1"<.' :1 dcpC1,,!l'l1CC tl}lnl1 thcm; and fnr 
t';I.'i-r l~C:1r Rd)tit,,:S miLl l-iic1Tlls, who h:l'_"'.
::',1\ 11LtiJ;;.'tT with them, And hccaulc the 
1\:~Il.lrL' ('t' '_\1311 is filCh, that they call11()t 

, 

L'.-e c(lll'f(lrtabl," in indcpelldcllt Families, 
\',-ir~;()ut f'till further Society alJrl C(Jnl
I11c'r,"e \\"jlh cal'll other; t'hercfore tln-j'

lut1lr~:lI""\" ddirc to incrcaCc their dqv:nden
CiL~5, b.'" TI1l'ltiplring Affinities; and to 
n11arge their Fricndfhips, by mutual goo(l 
Offi"e~; 3.1;L{ to eftabl ifh Societies, by a 
CO!1,l1lullicatinn of _<\rt5 3.nd Labour: ;fill 

... ir: rmni r:o:1dto, nihil 
db J ,;} 1 il(he, nec ~:Jod la, 
c'uo PJet.l:, Cjl'.lm conjuntt'o 
~nrtr ~C'm!nc: hcm,nLm, '.:\: 

c,- h',· degrees the Affection 
rf Ji1!pJe Pt:lfom, becomes a 
Fricndlhil) of R11Jzilies:; ana 
thi:i t:!1larges it felf to u 
.'),:( let,' of TOl/'m and Cities CI,..:.l(; c~~.:!Jm .f;:'cierJ5 s:. 

cCntf'nL:1::JrlC, u::::rJtL'm, is.: 
~?f.l C:~Jr':l~ 6et~er~5 hl.!ITIJ" 

DT, Ct~ r.J::t J F:rimo lJ[u, - . , . 
ClJO J. prCCrCJWflDU£ It.ltt 

,i;';gur:[ur, - ferpir fen-- - - . . . . 
£i';n t(rJ:~ C'''gl1.tf;onI:-:/{s rll-

rnLn1 - ceinde t'JtiUi 
, " , C' -,;:" ........ ~11·1·,'·lnlll.: ~c . ...... ,.j ; .... ,' -=-'" • J •.•. :...... • . . . , 

Cc ~.n:._' ... ::J. s~ 

, 

alld _Yatio1ls; and term.i-
11:( [C,; jn th e af!,reci71J!, COill-
11!I1)J ity of all Malld/duds The 
Fou11dation, Prcfel"vatioll , 
and Perfection of which uni
n:ri~l Friendfhip or Socie
ty, is 1Jllttu,11 Lore and Bt:-

• 

'lfrn/mCf:; Anrl nothing hill-
~ers t!le \\"orld from being afllt.Illy put 
illrn frJ ],app." a frate, but perverfc Illi
l~iiit.,: £ud u;;rc:afonable want of mutual 
(:11arit:'--. \\':lr:rcf')re lince Men are plaiuly 
in coniiitlltccl D,'" Nature, that they itand 
111 r~<=c:d (;f cae!l others a1lifbncc to make 
,:~en:[d\'<"s c~,1Y il1 the l,\'orld; and are 
fiit~d to live in Communities; and Scele
r.': je; ahf()llltch' llcccffiuy for them; and 
mutual L'ne and l:1c:nc:voiclJ(:c i::; the: olll V" -

p()j}!blc: 

• 
I 



and Revealed Religion. 
'pnHi1l1e means to cfhhED1 t hls Soc i(:ty in 
:lllV tol<.:rahlc and dL1r;~hlc l11m:nC:f; and 
111 • this 1'c[pee1 ::- an Mc:n 
Hand upon the fame level, 
and ha\'(~ the fame natural 
wants and clefir~s, and 
arc in the Enl1e 11eec1 of 
each others help, and are 
cCJually capable of enjoy
illg the benefit and a.l';an

Of \:ih!! et1 Uni'm uni t:Jm 

fimi'e, [Jm par, ct:Jm 0m· 
n:'s In,:cr nr;1Inct:1pfc~ 1umu~. 
(Juod nifi depr.tvacia, i':"(, 
fui nemo ipfe tam fim:l: s 
efrec, guam omnc~ runc (01_ 

nium. Ci,. d e L~ii.ib. lib ,. 

rage of Society; 'Tis evident e~cry }'b.11. 
is bound by the Law ()f his Nature, as 
he is al[o prompted by 
the t Inclination of his 
uncorrupted Afi-ecrions, to 
't- look upon himfdf as 
a part and member (;f 
th~t one univerE~J bodY 

• 

or community, v{l"ich is 
made up of all ~Iankind; 
to think himielf II born to 
promote the Imblick good 
:.md welfare of all his Fel
low-creatures; al1(1 con fe-
quently obliged, as t:1C 
ncceiTary and only dfe
ctual means w that Er1'1, 
to t embrace them An 
with univerfal Love and 
Benevolence; So that he -'f 

cannot, without actlllg con
trary to the Reafon of his 
own mind, allJ. tranfgrd:' 
fing the l)laill and known 
Ltw of hi!) Being, c!.o 

t Impellimur ;lucem NJ
furl, uc prodeffe vdimus 
guamplurimi'. Cic. de tinib. 
lib. :;. 

>I- Hcminem efre qua fi par
tern qUlndJm e:,ir:lti~ & 
univcrli gc:neris hllm.lni • 
eumCj; efl-: conjunct. 111 cum 
h0111inibus HU111lDa qUJdal1l 
Sccierare. Cic. ~{xJl. fic:t
demo lib. I. 

li H0111ine! homim:~. c;:
fJ. fum gencrari, lit 1ph IOter 
ie alii ali is rrodell, pOI1i.nr. 
ci.. de Ojfi'. lib. 1-

Ad tuendos confcrvlll
dQiq; hemines hcm:nc111 11:l· 

[lim ::(1":::. Ci,. de fill/t. iI!:. 
3· 

t Omnes inter fe naturJli 
guadam ind ulgenri J &: bene
volc:nria conei neri. C ic. .f r: 
Legih. iiI>. I. 

'l- E~ quo cfficirur, hom i
Item n:ltur.r abed ienten'1, he
mIni nocere nO:1 poll;:. Cle. 
de offi.:. lib. 3. 

willil1~1y 
• 



The E~idences 0 atural 
willingly any lmrt and michief to any 

t ,", ... ., .... 

Man; no~ n Dot even to 
thofe who have firft in
jured him; but ought ~ 
for the pub1i,k benefit, to 
endeavour to appcafe with 
gentlenefs, rather than ex-

~rpeartc with retaliations; and finally, to 
comprehend aU in one 'Vord~ (which is 
the top and compleat Perfection of this 

t Turn ilIlld effici, quod 
c.;olibufc'.am incredibile vi
deacur, fir :Iucem necelfari· 
urn, ur niJ'i! J l<'Ie pills quam 
4.lrerli11t diliiiat. Cic. de L:· 
,ib. Jib, 1. 

great Duty,) ought to t 
Lore all others as himfolf 
This "is the Argumenta
tion of that great Mafier, 
Cicero; whofe knowledge 
and underftanding of the 
true flate of Things, and of 

the original Obligations of humane Na
ture, was as much greater than Mr Hobb/s ; 
as his helps and advantages to attain that 
knowledge, were lefs. 

Of Sobrie- Tbirdly, with refpea to o7(r Selves, the 
"l
D
", ~r.:Mt ,ns Rule of Righteoufilefs is; that every ll1.m 
Ilt) )- , r; h' B . 1 l' bl 

W.1.rds preJen:e zs own emg, as o'llg as ~e ... a e; 
demo a1td take care to keep himJelf at all times i1t 

Vnl.tw. . i m , .as may e fit an e?la e 2m to F:r
fulne(.,- of form hzs Duty in all other 111Jlances: That 1.5 ; 

sctfmlll- he ought to bridle his Appetites, witb Te11l
tf~r. penl1lce; to ga7)ern his Pa/liolls, with Modera-

ti6n; al1d to apply him}'lf to the hlrfil1Cfl of 
hiJ preJent Station in the If/orId, whatJoever 
it be, 1I1ith Attention a7ld Contentment. That 
every 1vlan ought to preferve his own Be
ing as long as he is able, is evident; be
cau[e what he is not himfclf the Author 

and 
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and Revealed Religion. 
Sl1l1 Giver o£: he can never of himfelf 
have juft Power or Authority to take a
way. He that rent us into the World, 
and alone knows for hQW long ti me he 
appointed us our Station here, and when 
we have finifued all the buiinefs he intend
ed we {hould do; call alone judge when 
it is fit for us to be taken hence, and has 
alone Authority to difmifs and difcharge 
us. Thisreafoning has been admirably ap
plied by Plato, Cicero, and others of the beft 
Philofophers. So that t11011gh the Stoidu: 
of old, and the Deijls of late, have in their 
ranting Difcourfes, and fome few of them in 
their rafu PraCtife, contradicted it; yet they 
have never been able, with any colour of 
reafon, to anfwer or evade the force of 
the Argument ~ Which ind.eed, to fpeak 
the Truth, has heen urged by the fore
mentioned Philofophers, with fuch lingu
lar Beauty, as well as invincible Strength, 
that it [eems not capable of having any 
thing added to it. Wherefore I {ha1l give 
it you only in fome of their own '\Vord s. 
"lYe Men, (fays * Plato in 
the perfon of Socrates,) 
(Ire all, by the appointmellt 
of God, in a certai}z Pl'iJ01Z 
or Oljlody, which we ought 
'lOt to break. ont of, and run 
1Il'R-·ay. We art: as SO'1JQnts, 
or as Cattle, in tbe hand of 
God: And would not al1Y of 
Us, faith he, 'if one of clfr 

Servants Jbon'd, contrary to 
oRr direflio1z, a,zd to eJcape 

(}lit 
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Ti,e Evidences () atura! 
Ollt of our Sen·icc, kill bim[clJ; tbi1Tx:' 11'C 

/J,ld j;'.fl rt",{rnt to he 'l!cry Ll;I/f./}', mId, i it 
':l'.'t. ill ollr' Pm)'tT, p1mifo bim for it - So 

*VrrJren;m domin,lm ifJe 
jn Dub:; Dell" inmllu hine 
nosli.Jo ctCI11;SfJfC. Cum Vt'

f')c;tuIJIll illl1Jl11 Deus ipfc 
(leder'r, nr I;k medius tidi
us vir IJpien;. Ja::us IX his 
tenebri5 in Il:ccm illam ex
cClfc:r;r; nec ::!.men illJ vin
culJ cHcais r~lperir; leges 
en'm veranc, Jed r~ngUJm3 
nlJz'(1rJru, aur ah J;iquJ 
pc~elhre leg; r:lllJ, fic a Deo 
c:vocJrus, arq; emilTus exicrir. 
l.';(. Tllfe, Q.1.1.i../~. lib. 1. 

likcwife l ~icc/'o .- God, fa 1'$\ 

-)' he, the Supreme G011eJ'1{O"lIr 

of all t hi?1f!,s, forbids lH to 
dcpart /;cl1ce 7l'ithollt bil' 01'
drr: Al1d tboll...l!,b. 1rhcn tbc 
dh'zl1e Pro11ide1ue aoe.~ it felf 
offcr lIs a jllj! occaJi01l of 
lc.17.'illg tbi .. 7Farld, (as when 
a Man choofcs to fufter 
Dc:ath rather than commit 
\\-ickednefs,) a 1l'ift .ll:1mt 
1rill tbm indeed depart joy
fully, as 011t of a place of 

SIJJ'!'ow (lutZ D.lrk.1lcI~ into Lil,ht; yet be 
'IFill not be in filCh b.rjl, as to break bis 
Pl'ifrm cmttr.lI)' to L.l1l'; but n'ill go lvhell 
God call .. bim, as a Prjfonel' 7T'bf1Z diJ1I1~lfed 
by tbe .lj;J.7gijJr.1te 01' l.mfzjl P01P,'r. Again: 

7 l;.rt ./hort 1'f7JTahlaer of 
~ I:lud l:lreve vit;r religuum Life, fai rh >t- he, wbhb old 

nee avicle appw:ndum h:r.i- lr:1t'11 bave .7 projjlC[l of, tbey 
bu" n,;c line caulJ defertn- I . I 
dum err; Vct.Irq; P,fIJdg'JT.lf, O1I,Z'Jt l1czt ')cr too c.rgerZy to 
iOjlllTu ImperJrori" id ei1, dejire, 71o.r yet 071 the contrary 
Dci de prx(J..1 in :.'.: fbriorJc u;lJ'e"rfoll.liJly and diJi:01tte1tted~ 
Dc i : de:: pr .. UiJio & fiarionc d' h ,r.l ,S:. 

. ..l d -' d S •. ly tl'l'lve t emJc 'i.·::S o.J zt: 
VIC,!; '"tee tre.l-Ic. ~ ene,'. v P h 1. 

I (d', as yt agoras teae 1er~ 
it i r en 111;1,1'17' Ii;[ for (t 1 vta 11, witbOllt t/;f! 

CfJlII71!:md of God, to remove himfdf out of 
tbe World; (t'; for ,1 Soldie)' to. /c a17Je bis Pofl 
'IJ--itboZit bi.. GC7:er.rl's Ordcr. And in ano-

t ~:(jenjm DCtlsis,cuiu5 
h'Je Tc:mplulTJ c:n ,,/nne quod 
cr~r.lp:c:s, jfb~ n: ccrpori. 

ther Place: Uultj.~ Tbat God; 
fait!l the, wbofi Temple 
mrd P.rl.:lcc this wbole l.J'orld 

• 
IS, 
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- d~ (.1 ftC 'I.'Oll him r.·l C Ollt clIfl:odiis librrJverit; hue v., lJC h1'-" .~ .J ')C J .. d' "'" 
(j
.r the Pri ro1l oC the Body'., UbI a :tu; parae non rGrei<. 
'J J' 'J _·_-Ql1Jrc & (illi O,:!;;;S 

)'Olf C,In never be 1·cceivcd to omnibus rtrincnd1l5 eft ani~ 
hi.f :r:rvour. 711)erefore )")zt, 11111~ in cul10d ia csrr'Jris;, 
and all piau.. Men, ought to nee iniufj'u Cjll~, a sur) ilk 

I
t' t t' . cl1nO~\i5dJru!,c:<:l:r):1:iat1ln 

),n:C pa zenee 0 C011 nme zn vitJ migrJlldum ~rr; m: 
the Body, as long as God l11um:s i,um.lnum arTi:znJ{um 
Jb,Z[l l'leafe, n,ho font 11S hi- a Dcn dch'g:llc v:d~Jm~i. 
the,.; and nut fOI ce your Cic. Samll. Sci(on. 

jt+·cs alit uf the World, 
before he c,111s fro· )'02t; ic,rp Yo1l 

Dero-ten of the St,aio71 L1}1poiJlud 
Ie fvll7td 

~ . 
God. And, t6) ll1CntlOl1 1:0 

That excellent Author, Arri,!1I: 
faith )(- he, the good ple.iflCre 
of God: When HI;; J~~niles 
it to be his Jrill, tb.lt you 
Jhol/ ld be dijebarged from 
this Service, then dt'p,!l't wil
lingly; But in the 11le,l1L time', 
helVe Patience and tarry in 
tbe place ,vhere he has ,7]7-
pointed yaH: 7fr",it and do 

z,J .. au -more =, 
• • 

11 .!It, 

not burry Y07lr filves an',ry n·i';u !Iy allJ 
ul1re.1Jol1.-zbly. The Objecrions, which the 
Author of the Dt'fr:71fr: of Self-murder 
prefixed to the Or,rde's of Rc.rje!7l, has 
atteml')ted to arlvance ag:.1i.llit this Ar
gument; are fo very wcak al1(1 ('hil-
dilh, that 'tis evident he: coul,l not. 
at the time he wrote them, believe ill 
earneft that there was allY fll"Ce ill 

them; As when he (l\TS. tkit the reuG.Jll 
why it is not lawfui for a Ccntincl to 
leave his Station without his COlllmanders 
o n.l.c r.) is bc.:caur~ he entred into (he Service 

I,) 



80 The E'Vidences 0 Natural 
/'.\' his own LOll tent; as if God had not :I. 

juir P(11\'cr to ~ Jay any Commands npon 
b is Creatl1rts, without tbcir OWll COllF~1t.
Or when he faYs, that there arem3111-
1:twfnl 'wa:n to ~feek Death in; as if, bc
callie a ~:fan may lawfully 7JCllttlre bis LiF 
in many publick Services, therefore it was 
lawful for him directly to tbrow it aW'1J up
on any foolifh difcol1tent. Bm the Au
thor of that Dif(·ourfe 11a3 fince been fa 
juli, as to confefs his Folly, and retrad 
it publickly himfelf. Wherefore to pro
ceed: For the f?me reafon, that, a :tvlan i3 
obliged to prefen-e his own Being at all ; 
he is bound li1cewife to preferve hi mfelf, 
as f~.r as he is able, in the right Ufe of all 
his Fac7l1tie,~; that'is, to keep himfe1f con
ftantly in fuch temper both of Body and 
Mind, by regulating his Appetites and 
PaiIions, as may beft fit and inable J,lIN 
to perform his Duty in all other inihnces. 
For, as it matters not whether ? Soldier 
deferts his Poft, or by Drunkennefs ren
ders himfelf incapable of performing his 
Duty in it: So for a Man to difable him
felf by any Intemperance or Paffion, from 
l)erforming the neceiTary Duties of Life ~ 
:is, at leaft for that time, the fame thing 
as depriving himfelf of Life, And neither 
is This al1. For great Intemperance and 
ungoverned PaiIions, not only incapaci,. 
tate a Man to perform his Duty; bllt alfo 
expo[e l,im to run headlong into the com
miHion of the greateR: Enormities: There 
l)~i l'g no Y iolcnce or Injllftice whatfoevei', 
which 2. 1\,1<.i11 who has deprived himfe1f 

of 
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of his Reafon by Intemperance or Paffion, 
is not capable of being tempted to com..;. 
rnit. So that an the additional Obligations 
:which a !vlan is any way under, to f()r';' 

bear committii1g the moft flagrant Crimes; 
lie equally upon him to govern his_ Pat:. 
:lions and reftrain his Appetites: \Vlthont 
doing which, he can never fecl1re himfc1f 
effectually, from being betrayed into the 
commiHion of all Iniquity. This is indeed 
the great difficulty of L-ife, to fubdue anll 
conquer onr unreafonable Appetites aud 
Paffions: But jt is abfolutc1y neceffary 
to be done; And ¥ 'tis _ 
moreover the braveft and ¥ 0, /J.o.; t!f!I. JI;JC.II~ iv<"rj. , , , \epJ I inoft glorious Conqueft in '/Tct.AI1~ }/'-1 J1fQW4V If:1 ""I T01~-

h 1 J: ~y,h~lI.u.nv!tI' ri. m'X.~,J}a.l' -
t e "V or d. Laftl y ; ILlr 0, J iiW,TI~?1 7ra.i J~~, ri.Jlr 
the fame Reafon that a Jla.':"II<TI1<11l{g.f7-l:f~7"mll.tJ )lJ1.lI." 

lvlan is obliged not to de- AiDI/& Sl-tl'~ VII..II~; 1'1.1/0 

part wilfully out of this de Leg. ii;. Ii. 

Life, which is· the general 
Station that God has appointed him; he :is 
obliged likewife to attend the Duties of 
that particular Station or condition of life 
;,vhatfi)ever it be, - wherein Providence ha; 
at preJellt l)laced him:. with dillig~l;ce, 
and contentment: Vlithol.lt being either un
cafy and difcontented, that others are pla
c~cl b~ P~ovide;lce in different and fupe
rwur Stanons 111 the 'Vorlel; or fu ex
tremely and unreafonahly folicitous to 
change his State for tbe future, as thereby 
to neglect his preflllt Duty. -

From tht:fe three great ~nd general 
Br:mches, all the finallcr and more par-

R ticllla-r 
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'The Ecvidences 0 at'Vtrat 
til'ubr Infiance of :Moral Obligations may 
(as I [lill) e:d'ily be deduced. 

T':,t L 1I~' '). And now this, (This eternal Rule 
~~~,:\.~r:,,~ of Equity, which we hare been hit1'crto 
~',;::;:> del-;'-rihing.) is that rifl,bt RfL1[ol1, which 
.tT:!' .,.' .,' makes the principal Difiincrion betwixt 
1;.,:,', ,,, - J1£11I and Be'I}!.'·. This is the Law of 
,.I.'.;";J ':"':'. lY.1tIlN, \\-hich (as Cicero excellently ex

" r f1: c;u; cl::m vcr l lex, 
refb fO(:O natl.lr3!congruens, 
clff"ii in omnes, conflJn~, 
f~mp'eer:lJ, su.l! vecn ad 
c~1ic;um :u~elldo; verandC', 
.J traudc dcrerre.1r.---
Hu:c leg: nee o!Jrogari fas 
en, nee;; cef2gari ex hac a
liquid lice;, neg; toea .. bro
gari p~rln ~cc vero ;Jur per 
Senatum. aile per populum 
f",Ivi hac !cge-poifumas_ Cia. 
de R"!'ub. lib. 3. fr,1gmellt. 

t Lex Cjua: feculis omni
bus anre naea eft, c;uam 
fcriptJ it:·: u:la, aurquam om
n:"o c:virls conflituca. Lie. 
J L /. , ,.3 "7 / .. r 

'"'" ... .. :,;0' ' • • 

: L:g~m) nEq; homioum 
• • • • 

In:;en:ls cxcoglraram, neg; 
fc:,um a::guod dIe populr.
r:..m, fed a:rcrnum qu~ddam, 
~uod ~n;'·' rfl'm rnundL;m fe-

• 

g~'. (ie. de 1 c?i~. lib 2. 
~ -

". ~~:c fj r' gllJmC T,t;·:p.ini~, 
;;U::d UJr R.·.,rtJ£ lcripcol 
Ie;-; de ftupris, idcirco nO:1 

c:: ;n:rJ il.J:n ~egcm fempi
r( rilJ I7l ,i)"r:xf;/; T.ir1:.:illjtlJ 

v:m l il.· ~;i.2 acruJi:. Erat 
eniiTI ra~··r) r!:·!({ta a it!oon 

preiTcs it) is :{- of 1l11iverjzl 
e;>;tfl1t, emti evel'laflil1g dur.l
tiOl1; wbic1} can ncither be 
llJbclly arrogated, 110r npealed 
iu auy p.:rt of it, ?lOr ban: 
emy Law made co1ttrary to it, 
')101' be difpe'ltjed with by any 
A7Itbority: 'Which t n'as in 
force, before ever au] Law 
W.IS lvrittC1t, or the Fozl11dati
(!1l of any City or Commo1t
wc:dtb ll'as laid: Which 1\ 
wa. not im.:el1ud by the lYit 
of A.f.m, 110r eflablifhed by the 
Autbority of auy People; bZlt 
if s Obligation was ji'om eter
nity, and tbe Forer. of it 
re.zcbcs througbout tbe Ulli
>verp: Which ~- bein/E, fozllldcd 
in tbe ]"-atllre and Rea/rnz of 
Thil1gs, did not then begin to 
be a Law, 1l}hen it was jiJjl 
written and enaEled by 11.fCll; 
but i., of t he fame origil1.1l 
'lVitb the ercr?lal Re'ljCJ1/S or 

n.al'('{, to: .. d rctte fJc:cndum impd!cns, 
Oll~ n~n rOlm deniq; incipir ltx err!:, (urn 
c',r~ vr~.l eft: OHii aLHem fiml!l ctt cum 

&. a dc:licto av<.can,: 
icripra dr, led tum 
mclltc diviDJ. Cic. de 

I ' '-.~,;! .... tL). 'd. 

Pro .. 
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,Proportiol1.' of t bings, and tbe PClFilirm or At
tributes of God bZ111fiif; So that if tbere wa~ 
'10 Law ~t. Rome agai11J1 Rapes, at that time 
1'.Jben Tarquin offired 7,iole71f-e to Lucretia, 
it does not therefore follDw tbat he was any 
wbit the more cxclifable, or that his Sin a
gainft tbe eternal Rule of Equity was at all 
tbe left heinolls. This is that La~7J of Na~ 
ture, t to 'wbich the ReaJD1l 
of all Men. every where as tIn judido de bC'L1ira:::: 
n:ttl,raUv and ')leGe /Jarily a r: b~um rerun;, :rque G nJ

0 ::s 
J' .' .J' ub1q; convenlur.r, ac emUl;! 

Jents, aJ all ,AnZ1uals confpzre Animalia in m:JCu Cord;s & 
in . the PlIlft and lltfot!li1t of Arre~i;Iru!U pUl~ll! auc 0mn~s 
thezr Heart and Artenes or hCfl1lneS In oplfilOne de n •• 

Il ;tA- " 'Z· , vis candore & fp!e!1dnrc So~ 
as a .I.Y.l.en agl ce 21t t 1.eu lis. C:rmrerl.md. d~ L~6' ft.!' 
Judgment concerning the w bzte- tllra, P,lg, 1 S 7. -
?zeJs of Snow) or the Brigbt-
,)lefs Gf the 8zm. For though in fame 
nice Cafes, the Bounds of rjght and 
wrong may indeed (<>.s was before ob- p~g, .:;;; 
ferved) be fomewhat difficult to de
termine; and in fame few even plainer 
Cafes, the Laws and Cuftoms of certain 
barbarous Nations may be contrary one 
to anotht:r; (which fome have been fo 
weak as to think a jufl: ObjeCtion againft 
there being any 112.tural difference between 
Good and Evil at all;) yet in real.i.ty, 
this >f- no mOl'e d~[p)"(;ves "tbe. . 
natllral A rrent of all 1}tf871.f *, Hoc t3m~n non magIs 

. d" :!d1 ' R. r, b tolllc confen/um hominum 
11l1prCJll zce eajon to'. t e de gCllcrJli NJrura B i 

Ride of Rigbt and #qllity, eiufq; panibus vel fpecieobn~; 
than the diffr:rellce of 1J10jl precipl\i,~, 9uam I~vis vul. 
1VIens COZl11tCllctl1Ces in gCller.:t.1 tl~um, d Ive.rlltaS tollit. conve-

. ,r. i'.' mcnc1am tnt,'r hom lUes in 
or the deformIty OJ fome J c:w communi hominum ddinici-
'Mollflers in p_ll'ticular, proves ont', aut fim;jitudinem iute!," 

R 2 ,h.~ 



~o;, in l'lrriL:Ol rr; roci pJh:m - . , . 
c,,~tt'rrl1J:a):1C ~ ulu. Nu!!.! 
gcn;: CII. SIl.t !lO!1 fcnriJe 

r· • /,.." ~ 
t ", '" • ," In • 1 1 'n' I •• • • 1" •• ~" '0 1'-; .... , I".. c. 
f\!1~:.1 t7.ei1~ r:~"'\n lc!1c!c ;::r,I:i-
til J: •. "r. , ...•• F' / •. t . -I. i 

.... l.~ I •• 'b'. ..1 ~ r. ~.) \:.~ .:c-
. '1 

" 
... ······['C·I'· mlno Il •. / .••• :-~.I l ,.U. ge e· 

ri l'.J:u:lrem cITe. NullJ 
ccm~~er.Hnen~l"n;m diver1i:Js 
fJci~ u: quij~::.1m n(ln bonum 
elfe t";lriJC uni~'erfi<, uc fin
gU}l,\r L nl ir:r..it~'r. ti~!!1 • .:it~., 
rnem~fJ, & libc::rc.ls nn}~'r
~ f,~:"r. Cllmb::II .. r:.i. d( Lt'-. , 
go:; •. Y.;!:(rX~ p.:g. 166. 

... . h' ~ • .... cc; c:J:m dD anorljla! a r! 
D:: f~r.:j::·.,:.i;ul1 fir, neq:, an 
fir Jrn.lr.d .. s, rimeodus; ce
lendu:, d ublcari pocef1. Sum 
e:Jim ~zc RdigioDllm per 

, 
cn:!1~S g: nr:s C0mmU:l1a.-
Det:m eo ipfo, guod hcm~nes 
feeer:, rlt:c:J:!lC:i, hoc illis 
pr.£cepiITe, & cordibus om
nium infcu!pfiffe, n~ quif 
q;;.zm t~i!~alJ1 f.zceret, (frioi 
~!ium jibi f.lar~ iniq~Io'm d,,
Cl!ret. H.Jbbs de Hom:!lC', 
cap, 14. [Il1confi/lently e· 
1l,;.gh wir/) his own Prir. .. i
,lu,] 

~ Nam uc v~r4 &/aJru, lit 
"n!'!'1;(~nr;:: & contrllria, fua 
(ponce, non aliena, jud iean
fur: fie eonflJns & perperua 
rat:·') vic:.c, qua: en 'lJirtks; 
iccmQ; inconflantia, quod 
c: fl viril,m, /ka natura pro
barur. Cie. de Legib, lib. ,. 

t Quod "ere dicimus, c
tiamfi d nullo !;lUdc:rur, lau
d .. bile e(fc: natllra. Cie. de 
OjJic, lib. ,. 

at ural 
t llJt tb(re is ,to }{e7l~ral LiI/!-
1ff:fs or y"ifo, mity ill the Bo~ 
di<?J of Jl.Ien: For, whatever 
clifFrel1ce there may b# iu 

JOllIe particlI[.'l)" Laws, 'tis 
ct'rtai'Jt tbat as to tbe main 
Mrd pri'lcipal Bra1rc'hcs of 
l1forality, there ')rever was 
any l'':atio1t lIPO'1 Eartb7 bZlt 
ornlea, t l;.lt to Love al1a Ro· 
'lOur God, to be gratefUl to 
Benefa8ol'S, to pc/form Eqlli
table Compa8s, to preftrve 
the Lives of i11110cent ana 
bannlefl lVleJl, Cl1td tbe like; 
were thhlgs jitter a1zd better 
to be praCliftd, tha1t tbe 
COl1trar,. In fine: This :is 
the!. t L,lW of J:\;"atrtre, which 
being founded in the eter
nal Reafon of Things, is 
as abfolutely unalterable, as 
,)tatllretl Gooa ami Evil., as 

()f a Mall 

¥ Mathematical or Arithme
tieL'll Truths, as Light and 
D.:lrkneft, as Sweet and Bic- , 
ter: The t Obftr'lJam;e of 
which, thozlgh ,to Ma1t jhollla 
commend it, Walda yet be 
tntl, commemIable i1Z it flZf: ! 
Which to filppofo aepemZi1rg 
on the op'inions oj' M el1, and 
~be cuJoms af Natiol1s; that 
1$, to filppoft tbat TI/hat 
}hall be accountea the Virtue 

depends merely on Imfl3illatio1t or 
. (UflQ1M ,-, 

• 



and Revealed Religion. 
CitJ10m to tletcrmine; is)(.. Of H:EC aurcm in 9,.inion~ 
as aI, filrJ, as it 'WOJlld be to e}{;n;mare, non in narkr" 

J' ponerc. dcm"nris cfr. Nam 
affirm, that the Fruitfulnefs nee A,bnY;r nec Fq.,i vinu5, 
of a Tree or tb~: :S',:; "i1g:]' 0":~ <ikicur, in opinione fir! 
of a Rorfe, depends 'l1Ie,:ely d1, ied i., natura. C:it:. d, 
01t tbe Imagination of thoft L~t.i/J.lib. I. 

wha judJ,e of it. In a word; 
Which, if it had its original from the 
Authority of Men, and could be chan-
ged by it, then t all tbe 
C0111mal1d.~ of tbe crnel/r JI 
Cl,zd mofl barbarolls Tyrants 
in the JYorld, 'Would he all 
j"jl and eqllitable, as tbe 
wiftfl Laws that ever were 
made; and '¥- ta 71Zurder 111m 
witbollt dijiil1Efi01z , to C01t
found tbe Rights of all F,"l
milies by the gl'oJJejl Forge
ries, to 1'ob ,vith lmreflrained 
J7ialence, to break R:rith C01l
ti1lJlally, and defralld mzd cheat 
7Vitbollt relJlEfa1tce, migbt by 
t be decrees Clud ordinances of 
a mad AjJe'l1lhly be made law
ful and hal1eJl. In whicb 
matters if any Man tbinks 
that tb,P' Votes and SlIJfrctges 
of Faals batle filch Power, 
a~' to be able ta cballge the 
. Natllre of Things; why do 
they ?lOt likewiJe decree (ns 
Cicero admirably cxpreW:s 
himfelf, ) that jloifimolls 
tbi"g.f '11l<ry became wbolJbm; 
aud tbat d11y otb~'r t billg, 

R 3 

t Jam vera fiuJriffim~m 
illud, exifiimare omnia ju. 
fia e(fe, gua: 1cira finc in pc
pulorurn infilcucis ~uc leg;
bus. Eriemne fi~u<£ runt 
ryrannorum !eges, fi crigima 
illi Ath~niJ leges imponere 
voluhTelir, aut fi omnes A· 
thenienjeJ ddeCl:arenru r cy
rannicisJegibu5, num idcirco 
n:£ leges jufi<E haberentur ~ 
Cic. de Legib. lib. I. 

¥- Quod fi populorum jur. 
fi~, fi ptincipum decreciF, 
fi fenrentiis judicum, jUJil 
conflituerenrur; jus' e{fec 
/lCfrodn.1Yi, jus adiliteran:, 
jus tejf,m enta Jollf;: fupponer~. 
Ii h:oec fuffragiis aur fcitis 
mulcicudinis probaretltur. 
Qu£ Ii tanra porcnri:t efi 
fiulterum fcnrenriis atq; juf
fi~, ut corum fuffragiis re
rum n:trura vc:rtatur, cut" 
non faDciuar. ur guO!! mll/" 
pernicio(.t1; funr, lubeaucul" 
pro b~nis ac {.//utarihuI? 

• 
a ut cur, cum,1llS ex illjur;4 
lex Caccre I'ollir, bonum ea
d em fA cere:: non pomc CK 
lII,f/o .I Ii. ibM. 

• 



86 . ,,at ureal , . 
lvbi,.JJ is 1tr1l?J dr jlrllflh Jc of, L"}Lmkil1a, 
becume pn'.Fn:Mive uf it. . 

6. Further yet: As 
this Law of NatJlre is 
infinitely fuperiour to 
an Authority of Me", 
and jnd~pendent upon 

Etr1'l1.'I.! .lro1'. tl Obi ;,~,di:JTl", an-
~.~ -n. . .J,",·c ;.. /,...-.,' 1"~~,,t'·:1 C",,;J.11 ta 
, Il.:.... 1,/ II",. ...., "', ... 

;;:/S c'~rJ;(:'!ro1::rr:., of fl.'ci,· be-i11g 
I'J'; WI/I ai':t CO;;lm cn.i of God him-
r . . ... 
~. ~ 

. .' 

it ~ , fo its 

'" v; r''Jr:::::': ViriPrum, 
~'J"lC' u:ia D/:'1..1",.£ r~1tlCnt'., grave 
ipiiu5 cor.fcic:nri<l.: pondus eH. 
:;"'i, de N.:tt uroi'. Jib, 3. 

obljgatioll, primarily and ori·· 
ginallY1 is Of- antecedent al~ 
fo even to tbis Confider a
tiol1, of its being the po', 
fitive \Vi1l or Command 
of Goa him fel f. 'For~ t as 
the Addition of certain JIv'II1J/
bers, nec~Darily . Pl'OdllCfS 

a ccrtai,t S1Im; Cll1d certain 
Oe(;lllctrical or Meebmtical 
Oper.'!tions, gh.'e a c011jlant 
mta lf1lalterable Solution of 
certai1s Problems or Propoji'
tio1ZS: So ill moral Matters, 
t bere are certain ?Ieee .!fary 
a1;d 1lJwZur.dZe ReJpeCls OJ' 

Relatiolls of Things; which 
ha7Je not their Origi1lal from 
a r britl"ary and pojiti-uf Co 11-

jlitlltio1T, but are of eternal 
l1eceJlity iu their own JIv"atllre; 
For Exow.ple, -\C Af injJt1at
ten of Sc71fc:, the reajon 'lJhy 
a thil1g is v iJiblc, i. 1lot be
caliJe 'tis Scell; but it is 
tbercfore Seen, f.t'CCl1lJe 'tis 
7;iJiUc : So ill llI.rtters of 
}1.1tZlrd Rc,rfo1t and .ilforality, 
rb,lt TJ.'bicb is H~l.y .md Good 

;- D.:nig; neguis ob! 1{;2ri. 
• • 

~:Jem Legum naturJ.Jlvm 
ar!>1 itr'iriuln & m;'tabiielfJ a 
nobis fi:1gi fufpicerur; hee 
.ad iiciendum cenfui; Virru
tum e;;erc !cium, habere ra· 
ri on Em med i i nccefi'a ri i ad 
t1~lem, (Lpofica confider.Hi
one Imperii Dh·ini,) manen
re rerum n.ltura tali c;uliis 
nu:;e efl:. H·.e a utem ira in
ieJJigo, uri agnofcunc p1eriq; 
Dmne" .Add;rionem rluarum 
Oluirarum duabus priu: rofids, 
neceiT.uio coofliruere nume-

, 

rum <juarerl1J i'lllm; aur UC! 
P:,::-:(S ge~!JlefricJl & medJ"
r.ic£, pr;.b1c:m.tcOi propofird 
fnlvunr immurabi:ircr; a
d~o ur nee lJpicmia nee '0'0 

IlIllt((J Divin.1 ccgirari pc.fTit 
, , , 

<Julcquam In eonrranum con-
itiruc:e pelle, Chmterland de 
L '! ., .~gJ.). LV.1tHf£,P.1g, 2.{I. 

'f T ~ ofdfJJ.,;Gv, H' ,!'J077 .;
~c.il~'~ ,}." ~, J)J. T~''1O 
t.' ~, , r' 
Opcl.T<l.1 u."-"ct. 7~V::t.Il7JDV 010-

• '. -- (".". II I ., 

~'J O;yTr.:..: 1 o!a. 7'1% OPUJI.'..,'i,r;cv. 
! N)(c:;, (l)(.:le W'.Jlds arc.: by 

(a~ 



and Revealed Religion. 
(~S Creatures depeniing foicinu~ rid iculOl,n~. tranfb. 
l ll)Ol1 and worlliiI)1)ing Gud ted. '1J/detllY and 'vlJ/tm elL] , '0 ~ \ \ dr, ~ I 

~ 1 r:1'r. J n' I tlJC."V 'b'rr, ,,:nov, '''071 o~av 
a~l( . pracLllll1g. Uulet; ant C9r, ~(}. .. tiiTd.I, U':1'1 tTf,J' !ncd'v' 
EqUIty one WIth another, riM.' ..,'1/. '77 ~/r..1ii=1 did T;. 
and tIle like,) is 110t tbere- 'TO g010V 091' 1'/at~ III l'.H

fore Holy and Gcod, becallfe tli),pbr. 

it is commanded to be d()ne; 
bItt is therefore cOlllm.111ded by God, be
("!life it is Haly and Good, The E'x
iflence indeed ( f the Tbillg5 tlJcmFh'l'S, 
whofe Proportions and Relations we con
fider, depen:! entirely on the mere ar
bitrary 'Will and good Pleafure of Go,l:, 
who can create Things when he plea[('s, 
and dellroy them again \V;len eVer he 
thinks fit: But when things are created, 
and fo long as it pleafes Goel to continu~ 
them in Being:, their Proporti()71s, ·which. 
are abjfrafJ:ly of eternal Necdlity, are alft) 
in the Thhlgs thcmftlus abfolutely unalte
rable. Hence God bimjt:lf, though he has 
no SlIperior, from whofe If/ill to receiYe 
any Law of his ACtions; yet difdains not 
to obferve the Rule of 
E.quity and Goodnei'S, as 1\ 
the Law of all hi:; ACl:iel1s 
in the Government of the 
World; and condefcends 
to appeal even to lvlen, 
fur the Equity and Righteoufllefs of Ezek l8. 
his Judgments. To tbis Law, the infinite 
Perfections of his Divine Nature make 
it llecefiiuy for 11.im (::..s has bt!en bt'- r :~'47:48. 
fore lJruved,) to have conitant regard:, 
And (as a learned Prelate of our ()\\,u 

R+ 



S3 (j1.;c E·"uidenceso Natf;tr~tl 
.. D:{!',lm'n,l n:v:ni In'-c'

lelru; IJ:J("iul:rur i!l l"ges 
, , 

ttp;{.1 .?':dll \'JI·lt~rJ~ .. per 1'11" 

1'1l:r~ ~l:'iJrCnl JlIln.rr. per .. 
{(L't:\.l!lPIU. (ldfi'(1,.Jll:..l' de 
Let;, . .:, .ul{t.l. r.li. ~ .. .:. 

:--,' ~L'.In :plL' '1U;\I<.01, cum 
• . I' d 

3,~:5 ~"''\'ll.l.~, JIJ~(qU.2n1 Q. .. " . 
nil;]" lL.n!q; "m'l'S nl"g'llcm 
uni"er:a:-:a & d111il1l'lc eoll
fjd~~,llicm, dom:nilllll Dei, in 
/'. " , te.;. ;.1flFIFf ve1ur llltegram 
(,;us o"i;:il:em, rd"'ktre. V<.:
rum 'luon;am. ('Te:. in 
h.!De r3 r:dcm cOl"ceffi fep
renri~;n, dQmi"il!rn Dei dTe 
JU; vel pc:rd1.H< m ei a fua 
SJ P'c !'CIJ &: BonirJre, "elur 
a Le~!; C,HJm 3d regimen 
e: (l,rn omnium qua ab ipfo 
u i1<'U'; m creara fucri nr vel 
cruD',nrur. , - Nee poccric 

, . 
cu:lcuJm menro corC)Gf'rt, 
de m'r;;Lm dd intra nimis 
.zn"",!oJ' limireJ hac e)(p!ica
[i"nc: coerceri; Qua h(}c u-, 

m'm d;clrur. illius nuJ!~m 
pJrrem cor,(j!icre in potdbre 
ou;eOlldm facir'r:di concra fi-, , 

nem r'ptimum, E'-'i1um cr m
mune. Ii:m r,tg. :::J,,~, <4'i, 

Co"'ra aurcm. Hnh.:,j"n,t 
, 

rero "r'O domi>:11 Ii i~ i::i in 
1(j:e;~li.nn f,1!IS ;rrfli17J!;j/r'ln 
Jet'/) a~'rrct' duc;r ar!, rfyc, 
--'-' '-ur m'hl ou!J1lJm pr,n 
fi', ~ ,uri at, el) fi{tum fUllfe, 
D~r:l~ue .lrrnburunJ, ;n cl1m 
ra:1~tj,n nDem, ur Tllrr fua 

, , , 
cmr.'l iTO 'n nrnll1.1 patr0ClD3.-

rcrur ''': Pol/;, ;44, 

¥ has excellently fhown,) 
l\ot harely his lnfinite 
r,I\\-er, hut the Rules of 
tJ, is ctC'J'l'al Law, a. e the 
true F01111rlation an,l the 
Meaiure of his Dominioll 
orcr his Creatures. Now 
for the fame Reafon that 
Gcd, who Juah ]10 Sllpe/i
{;Ifr to ~eterJ11ine him, yet 
(,onftantly direct s aU his 
own ACtions by the eter
nal Rule of J uftice and. 
Gcodnefs; 'tis evident an 
bttellignzt Cre,1t1tre,r in their 
fev-eral Spheres and Pro· 
portions, ought to o1:.ey the 
fame Rule ac(,ording to the 
Law of their Nature; even 
tbough it could be fuppo
fed feparate from tl~at ad
ditional Obligation, cf its 
being the poiitive 'Will and 
Command of God. And 
dilllbtlcfs t)'erc ha,'c becn 
wallY Men in an Ages in 
many p~.l'ts of the heathen 
World, who not baving 
I)JJilofnphy enough to col
lc:tt from merc Nature an\T 
tulerahly jllft 2.nel explicit 
A pprchenfions COIKC'rrJ iug 

'\!::>~ e Cf)!lCrarIO" f"nrem ind :cavimus, e quo dcmonflr;ui po
rc fl , JAr:cldm IJn;vc:r1alem, cmnemq; ;Ideo Virrurem morakm. 
CIl? ~n B.eftcre ((:qlJi~J[ur, in Deo pr:r czreris relulgt'rc, ettie/II 
f"~~ m~rbodo, 'l.11<l ha'71/r.e.r .ui ~.zf o,ec/Ni.t..f o6bg,ui olleudemus. 
1:' J.:~ 317-

\ 
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and Revealed Religion. 89 
the AttJ'i~;/tes of God; much Itfs ha
\'il1~r bC(:ll able to de,lllcc from thcnr.e, 
allY' dear and certain knowlerlge of 
J.i; lFill; have yet hacl a very great 
[l'n Ce of Right and TIlth, a:1Q been fully 
per[\1ac1ecl in th~ir own Minds of many 
l1nalterable Obligations of 111urality. Eut 
this ~pecnlation, tll0' neceifary to be ta
ken notice of iu the diftinB: Order ::lu(l 
Method of Difcourfc, is in it fdf tco nry, 
and not of great ufe tv U'i, who are abun
th~utly aifurei th:il.t all rr;oral ObLgatiOl:s 
are moreover the rlain and declared \Vill 
of (;(')(1:, As {han be ihown panicularly, 
in its proper p1ace. 

7. La1l::1y, This L.IW of ]\:-~tz/,.e has its The l..l'tt" 

full obligatory Powel"~ antecedent to all of !'':ttl,rt: 

Confideration of any' particular pri\-ate obl'g,aory, 
and perfonal Reward or P..:nllij/)1]Jl'lIt, a11- 'tlll:~,c,ed~'i;' 

• J ..ll, ,0n,l-
nexed e~t?er by n~tural Con[cquence, or .{"1'./1;01l of 
by pOfltlVe Appolntmcnt, to the Ob[er-l'lIticul,lr 
vance or Neglect of it. This alio is very l{e,p,zr;{$ 

evident: Becaufe if Good and Evil, Right ;;;L~;:;fI. 
ancl \Vrong, Fitnefs and Unfitnefs of be-
ing practifert, be (as has been ihown) ori-
ginally, eternally, and neceifariiy, in 
the natnre of the Things themfelvcs; 'tis 
plain that the view of p.lrticltlar Rew.rrJs 
or PlIlIijh11lCl1ts, which is only ian After
confideration, and dots not at all alter the·' 
nature of Thjngs, C:lDll0t be the 0, iginal 
caufe of' the Obligation (If the Law, blit is 
only an additional weight to cnf0fce the 
pn~dife of what Men \\r(,l'C before obliged 
to by right Rea1cm. Th('rc is no ?-.lan, 
who has any ju1l SelIn; w[ the dift~_Tcnce 

b.::: t \',' cell 



The E'Vide/lces 0 Natural 
1'2[1\"(.'(,11 Good ::tull Eyil, but mufl lL'(;,', , 

Dj.!:-;~t: ;f.iO-, ft:i::r, t:'u.r o ' , 
.' . 

pr 'j"'.( i ,:itnOj. to.lil', t:~)) per ... 
tccll:~ilcr!l dppCiJn;:Ui") c[i~i!114 
ti nu!'.t e!fcr l'.l[U/,e Lc~. 
Cll1X j!:.lS imI'CfJ.l'tC. elm!-

• 

(t'(r!.~r:d, a' ,- .J.c~ . . V.lt. p.tg. 

t h~~ t Y irtue and GOOdll( C 
)(. are t rllly amiable, <,.rd 
to be cho[el1 for their 0\'::) 

fakes and illtrinfick worth.' 
• 

though a :Man hacl 110 pru: 
fpcct of gaining any parti
cular Advantage to him
felf, by the Practice uf 
them: And tJ]at on tlit 

contrarr, Cruelty, YioleJice and Opprer
iion. Fraud, Injuftice, and all manller 
cf \\"idccdz:ds, 2re of themfelves lJate
ful, and by all 1:Ieans to be avoided i 

'I- .'1.1;le J';'",sd; 0;' v, ~x. '0 even)(. though a NIall. had 
£J.n i!;;t.d;t, abfolu:e Aiiurance, that he 
/.:.'~;.\ (,S7} d.J'/i~;/V d':J:·d!-'-E- ihonlcl bring no manner of 

.. 0 v-;; "'~ASTO'I. .• H' 
'0 J"J' , r' 111C0I1VC[;lenCe upon 1m-

u ' ~. 7U. (.J.I X. £3' 1, :i.1.I.,;:; ct. - • jr. f 
~<ri~ d7e~7~, felf by the Comml uon c. 

'AA.A'''''Z'" '1d ~i·/.~<l- ;.".,g.f- any or all of there Crimes, 
~f;; p.l! l\<tf-I.[ i,ywv, T)i is 1i1cewife :is excellently 

~El:jv ~JP,lp."I@- ~ i'-f.!'f.- ;mcl admirably expreifccl 
'Z'EiV a."I!!.LItiJ). - _ • 

OuJ" O. ~ ,.~r;r.:t 7.';P7<l. by Ciaro: Virtlle, Lilth + 
J)d..7:1~';; !,.~YO/l, he, is tb.'lt, which, though W! 

'.~iX Z,,/ riJO' 0;' -;YTln,J:t.1I Pl'ojit or Advantage 1I7hatJo-
"T =%(~jI ZuG7~· 1. rI d t 
'·EJ~~(./.l ,!i'I',!I.IG-, }(.. ~ ;'i'..elv c,:cr, 1raS to Ue f.'\peere 0 

~;) ;;-ii.il. a lV1an's PZf from tbe PlaBi)'"-
,. oJ·e it, )'ct ?J1lf fl. ll.'itlJOllt all p!..J:iern~r.lS Fra:"' l!,~t1tJ. JI-

7 HCinefi'Im 1d in:cilig i- COIltJ'o7Jerfy be Gcblolvle,iged 
l7!U~, ouod calc tit, we dt- to jle truly dejirable for its 
'~:!;.la 'omni uciJitJre, jjee OWl! j.1J.:.e alonc: a1ld GCCCI'-
c,j';, rr:rmiis tru~tiLwfquc, 
J-·:r lei plum peffi( j~rt.: :;!UO <Hi. Cic. de l'inib. 2. 

Arq; liJ:c (imni j proprer ie folum, uc uihiJ adjungatur emolumenti, 
VCte:1dd funr. ii. d,: Im,eMiolle lib. 2. 
· :--;!:ij dl: de t;u'. m:llus dubitari poffir, quam &: hondh expercr,rla 
r·-r lC", ~<: ccdem Il1:Jdo rurpia per it: clk fugiendil. 1d. de Fl11ib. 
• • '" .. • ..... .J • 

(I i 1tJ!, ly 
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and Rervealed Religion. 
i/iny, 1y -¥- all l./jotl Men love 
Rigbt and Eql!ity; (lnd do 
1JI.my tbings lvit/Plitt any pro
JllCEl: of Ad7Jantt17,e at all, 
1J1fJ'ely bec.mJe they are jujl 
(Iud rigbt, and fit to be done. 
On the contrary, Vir;e 15 
fo odiollS in its own Nature, 
al1d fo fit to be avoided, 
even tb07lgb no Pll1!ijhment was 
to e'rfi!e: that II '10 Afan, 
who has made any tolerable 
P,'oficiency in Moral PbiloJo
pby, can in tbe lea} dOl/tt, 
but tbat, if be was JlIre the 
tbillg could be for ever con
cealed eutirely botb from God 
and iUm, fo t/;,lt there jhould 
7/ot be tbe leafi fiifpicioll of 
irs bei11g IJ1Jcr diJr.:o'lIered; )'IJt 

be ollght nat to do allY tbing 
mUllflIy, c01}eto1ljly, llljlflllly, 
or mly 'way Jl,i<.·kedly: iYay, 
t if a good i1icm bad it in 
his Power to g,ri1% <l:'Z his 
Neigbbolll'S Jr'e,1itb by the 
lea}! Motiol1 of bis Fi71ger, 
alld was [lire it ll'ould llc,'cr 
be at all [IIJpead either by 
God or jH~m; 711111lttjlioll,lbly 
be would tbi7lk. he ollsbt not 
to do it: And whoever ll''JJ[

deI'S at tbi" /),d 110 .1.Yntiu1L 
11'/;.rt it is to L'e n:il!ly ,r 

:f. Jus & omne hr,oe{\um, 
fua ipontc c{\ el-:ptcc:ndum. 
Ecenim cmnes viri beni, 
ipl.m aquirarcm & j[;5 irfurn 
amant. ld. de Legib. lib. I. 

Optimi guiq; perrnufta 
ob cam unam cautam be;
unr, qu:a d cccr, qu\a rc{TU:11, 
CJuia hoodlum cfl; et:i nul
lum confecururum enloiu
mcorum videnr, U.d~ F:l:ic. 
lib. 2. 

1\ Sa(:s enim nobis, (fi 
modo a:iquid in !Jhi:o[:phia 
proiecimus,) per[ua[um eil(: 
aebet, {j omnes deos hom:
Ilefq; cclare pommus, nihil 
careen avare, nihil i.~juf1e 
nihil libidioofe, nihil in~ 
comincmcr erIe facic:ndt:m. 
/d. d~ Off-c. lib. ~. 

Si ntmo fciturus, ncrno 
ne lu(picJ.rurus guidem {j:, 
guurn allguld divitiarum. 
pOtemia:, dominJ.tiooi3, 1:
bidinis caufa feceri,; Ii id 
diis hominibulq; tuwrum fiE 
fern per ignotum, lifcc bttu-

> ld °bO J rus . . I h~. 

l' IrJq; (j vir bonus haDeJ: 
hanc "hn; Ut, fi digiti
concrepllerir, pom. in 'OCL<
p1etum te1hR1ema llvmcQ: 

tiu! irr~pere i hac vi ncn 
Ut.!tur, oe {j c:xp:oroln;m 
guidcm habe.t id 00111i flu 

nemincm \\nsuam Currie.:, 
rurum. ° Hcc qui ad m!
ratur, is fe, qui, lit vir b011U,_ 

nefcire f.HCtL:r. l.im: 1,'-
OJ}i '0 . 

C. d!1. ". 



9~ The Evidences 0 Natural 
• 

good Men.- N?t * that any· 
[uch tlung ]s pollible in 
Nature, that any Wicked. 
nefs, can be indeed con. 
cealed from God; but only 
upon fuch a Suppofition, 

. the natural and necefHlry 
~hfference hetween J uftice and Injufiice, 
1i made to appear more dearly and unde-

. niably. 
r~r It does Thus far is cle~r: But now from hence 
r.ot from • d 11 £" 11 . h h thence at It oes not at a 1.0 OW, eIt er t iat a 
all foLlnw, good 1\.1an ought to have no refpeB: to 
~jther that Rewards and Puniihments or that Re
:u!;Jo:t!l.lII wads and Punifuments ar; not abfolute
baw "0 re- Iy neceifary to maintain. the prattife of 
jpel1 ~Q Re- Virtue and Righteouihefs in this prefent 
wal ~.s a,.J 'W orId. 'Tis certain indeed that Virtue 
Phnljk-. '. 
ments' or and VIce are eternally and neceifanly 
thd Re. different; and that the one truly deferves 
'11'''r~S and to be chofen for its own fake, and the 
l'U"t1fh- e other ought by aU means to be avoided, 
men .r ar h h r.. C h· 
not ab!o- t nug a Man was .lure.:or IS own par-
Mc/;- nc- ticular, neither to gain nor lofe any thing 
ajJ,!ry ~D by the practife of either. And if this was : 
maIntain , h ft f Tl . . h W ld tl:t prlJ:fi!e trUly. t e ate 0 1l11gs III t e or ;' 
of Vir rue ill certamly That Man muft have a very cor
this "r~fellt rupt Mind indeed, who could in the leaft 
World. doubt, or fo much as once deliberate with 

himfelf, wl1ich he would choofe. But 
the Cafe does not ftann thus. The Queftion 
Now in the general practife of the World, . 
fuppofing an expectation of Rewards anc! \ 
})uniihments fet afide, will not be, whether 
a Man would choofe Virtue for its OTV1l 

Juke, and avoid Vice:. but the IJfotctife 
(If 

\ 
I 
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and K,ervealed Religion . 
. ' of Vice is accompanied with great Temp
· tations and Allurements of Pleaiure and , 
· Profit; and the practife of Virtue is 
.often threatned with great Calamities, 
Loffcs, ani fometimes even with De~th , 

,it felf: And this alters the Qucfiion, anrt 
: deftroys the practife of that which ap
: pears fo reafonable in the wi101e Specula
• tion, ani introduces a neceffity of Re· 
'wards and Punilliments. For though Vir-
o tue is unqueftionahly wortby to be clY)fen 
[or. its 01111% Jake, even without any expec
'taUon of Reward; yet it does not follow 
that it is therefore intirely Self-JlIfJiciel1t, 
and able to fupport a Man under all kinds 
of Sufferings, and even Death it fdf, for 

, its fake; without any profpeCt of future 
· recompence. Here therefore began the 
; Error of the Stoicks; who taught that the 

bare praCtife of Virtue, was it felf the 
chief Good, amI able of it [elf to make 
a Man happy under all the Calamities in 
the ·World. Their defenfe indeed of the 
caufe of Virtue, was very brave: They 
raw well that its excellency Was intrin .. 
lick, ani founded in the Nature of the 
Things themfdves, and could not be 
altered by any outward Circumfianccs; 
That therefore Virtue muft needs be de-

: lirable for its own fake, and not merely 
· for the Advantage it might bring along 
: with it; And if [0, then confequently 
i neither could. any external Difadvantage, 

': which it might happen to be attended 
: with, change the intrinilck worth of the 
: Thing it felf, or ever make it ceai'e to te 
, truly 

" , 
, 
• 

• 



94 The Evidences 0 Natural 
tru1y nefirable: 'Wherefore itl the Cart! 
of Sufferings and Death for. the fake of 
V irttIc; not having any co·t,li71 Imow
ledge of a future State of Reward, (though 
the wiCefl: of them did indeed hope for it 
and think it highly probable;) they were 
forced, that they might be confiftent with 
their own Principles, to fuppofe the pra
ttife of Virtue a fufficient Reward to it 
felf in an Cafes, and a fun compenGatiol1 
for aU the Sufferings in the 'World: ·A~1d 
accordingly they very bravely indeed 
taught, that the PraCtice of Virtue was not 

only -¥- infinitely to be pre-
.. Ef1 aurem unus dies be- ferred before an the finful 

%Je & e~ rncepd ,.rui; aaus, Pleafures in the World l 
peccant! Imm~mahratl anre· b t Jft t th t a Man ou ht 
pOllend LS. Cle. Til!'. !2..u£[. ~ a a a g 
L. 5 wIthout Scruple to chufe, 

t Q.u.t'ro fi ~uo fi!lr~ quo- jf the Caf~ was propofed to 
rum alter cpr:mU5 .vlr" ,a- him rather to undergQaU 
qu:ffimU5, fumma }uttJna, l?bl Ii a:: . . h V' . 
fiogulari fide; alrer infigni pOll e uHenngs. WIt lf~ 
lcelere & audacia , Ee {j in tue, than to 011taI11 an pof
eo fir, errore.civiras uc bo- fible worldly Happinefs by 
lJum Illo~ VIrum, fcel~ra- Sin: And the fuitable Pra-
tL:m, faclOorofum, nefdrlUm • 
purer, concra aucem qui fie thce of fame few C?f them, 
improbiflimus, ex:(t:mer elfe as of Regulus for Initance, 
l:Jmml probirare ac fide: who chofe to die the cruel ... 
PfUS; hac cpiniooe omni- 1 'ft D h J . 1.1 b 
t;m civ;um , bClnu5 ilk vir . e eat t 1at cuu {L e 
Vcx('~ur, rapiarur, manus (:i Invented, rather than brealc 
r:.. .. :q; 2t:feranrur, efLdi· his Faith with an Enemy" 
anrur ·xlIli, damncrur, ~in. is indeecl very wonderful 
CIJWr, ur.!tur, exctrml!ie- and to be admired. But 
tll r, Cf;ear; pol1rcmo, jure 
(:ti,IJTI optima omoibu" mi-
[c:rr:m!}5 d1e videarur; contra aucem, iIlc improbus lJuderur, colatur, 
ab nmnibus diligacur, cmnes ad cum honores, omnia imperi·.!, omnes 
()~e~, cm!lCS nClliq; ccpi<e conferantl1r, vir dt:nlq; oprimu5 omnium 
;vlimltionc. & dignifTimus omni fortuna iudicerur: Q..uis randem eric 
ram dr:menJ, qui dubiter utrum Ie c:!f{;ffi.llir. Idem de J{epub/. lib. 3. 
J r .J6 mr:"f. yet, 
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and Req;ealed Religion. 9)' 
yet after this, 'tis 1'1al11 that the gene

. ,ral 'PraCtice of Virtue in the V{o rlrl , can 
.. never be fupported upon this Foot. The 
Difcourfe is admirable; but it fclJom 
; goes further than meer Words : And the 
IJraCtice of thofe few who have aCted ac

'cordingly, has not been imitate(1 hy the 
refl: of the World. Men never will gene

. rally, and indeed it is not very rea[o
nably to be expeCted they fhould, part 
; with all the Comforts Gf Life, and even 
':Life it felf:, without expeCtati,:1.l1 uf any 
future Recompence. So that, if \\TC fup
Jiofe no future State of Rewards, it will 
follow, that God has endued 1\'1(:11 with 
fuch Faculties, as put them under a necef
ftty of approvinG and chuftng Virtue 

. in the Judgment of their own Nlincls; 

. anrl yet has not given them wbere'with to 
fupport themfelves in the ftIitable amI con
ftant PraCtice of it. The Confideration 
of which inexplicable Difficulty, ought 
to have led the Philofophers to a firm be
lief and expeCtation of a future State of 
Rewards and Punifhments, without which 
their whole Scheme of NIorality cannot 
be fupportecl: And, becaufe a - thing of 

'fuch neceHi.ty and importance to l\!f::l.n
kind, was not more clearly and directly 

". and univerfally made known; it ought to 
have led them to fame farther Confequen

, ces alf(), which I il1all have occa:!ion par
, ticularly to deduce hereafter. 

• 
'. 
• 

! , 

AnJ 
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Tht1 Eruidentes 0 alural 

.A:~d nnw froll' w~';at has IJecn faitl Ul'C11 

thi:; H(,~(l, i~ 's raf'Y to fee the FaUlty <Ill'l 

"\YcakJl('!-; of Ytr Ih'/J/s Doctrines; That 
thrn> is i:n Jilrh : hi"g as .Tujl and U'HjujJ 
Ri,rbt mid Jrrc1!,f'. cri.::i1:a!ly in tbe N.,1tllrc 11 
Tt:;i"Jfs ; That lj,Ic:t in tbeiJ' 1tat11}',rl State,' 
a1ttt?ccdfnt to all Comp.1[l:;, are not oblige.:! til 
'U1:i7ltlJrl Bt:Jtc'1'clel1Ce, 11OJ' to aUJ 1J]cral Lllty 
'1!·b.rtI,el:er; but ,1re in a jlJte 0/ War, mId 
l',!~'e every 011e ,1 Right to do 1l'bate7Jer he 
b.1S Power to do; AnJ that, in ChJil 
Societies, it depends ,p/;olly 11p07t pojitire 
L,T'WS or tTJe ]rill r/ G01er1l0nrs, to define 
wbdt .f1.',rll be .TUft or U1!jlljl. The con
trary to an which, l1aving been :?.1ready 
fulhT demonitratC'd; there is no need 
of being large, in further difprov-ing 
and CC\ll[lltl11g liarticularly thefe Afferti
ons themfc1ves, I {hall therefore only 
melltion a few Obfervations, from which 
rome f'f the greaten and moft obvious Ab
fnrclities of the chief Principles upon which 
Ivlr Ho/'us builds his whole Doctrine in 
this matter, m?y moft ea:fily appear. 

I. Firft the11? the Groend and Foun
f1tt! ion of Mr Hobbs's Scheme, is this; 

". Ab aquiilirJ-c NJcur;e . " 

that 0(- All Jllo1 being £cpr •• l 
by u£lt7lre, anti nat1lrally de
jiri1tg tbe ,.r:mIe tbil1gs, h .. lve 
t every 011e a Right to every 
ThillX; £1re eLlery one dejirolJS 
to b.lU: aiIolute D()1i1illio1l 

crl:ur unlcUlq; e,l, <Ju~ cu-
Pli, Jcqdirclldi .::ipes, Lt:'!!i
afiJ, c· I;. 

t !":lwra dCG ir unic ili'1 ; 
Jill ir.omn·,1_ He,c c(t in fb
tU ni':re nJtura", (j'it olme
qUJIn h(,m:nc; unl~ },-tctis [ere i!lvicem o'l:'l1rin: ... irf""1r, uTlicuiq; li
ce:'>.!c tacere g"a:. UII(,; & in (l'JOlCu:Jq; lib"'IJ[; & poffidere, uri, 
flUJ olll!1ibu~, qu.t: V...,.ClHt & p'JtCfolt. l..ie Ln/, •• , !. § 10. 

ever 
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'Oi,er an others; colll may e7 ,ery One jujUy .do 
: 1l,b,rte7JCr at auy time il in l~is Pon,er, by 7'10.
: hntly t(!l~illJ!. ji-om Otbers eitbeT their E)Ji:llz-. 

nus or Li1,es, to gain to lJimFlf that a!Jo
lute Dominion. Now this is exaEtly t'lC 
'[cone thil;g., as if a :Man ikmlrl affirm, 
.thnt a RIFt is equal to the If/bule, or that 
(i)IC Body can be prefent in a TiJoll[<:md PLtce3 
at once. For, to fay that one iVIan h~s a 
fJlll Right to the fame in.:livicluai. thmgs, 
.w11ich another 1vlan at the fame tnne ha~ 
':a full Ri})!Jt to; is faying that two Rigbt s 
may be 1\ contradictury to 
;each other; that is, that a 
thing may be RigJJt, at the 
.fame time that it is confef
.fcd to be Wi·oug. For Ex
:ample:, if every 1r1an has 
:a Right to preferve his own 
. Life, then..y. 'tis manifcft I 
:can j have uo Rigbt to take 
.any Man's Life away from 
11im, unlefs he has Hrft for
feited his own Rigbt, by 
attemptin~ to deI)rive mOe 
f 

. 0 
o rnme. For otherwife, 

!! Si impoffiuili fit fin::l1. 
.. w 

lis, cmnes c~ ornnia fib; met 
fubiicere; r<1tio qua: hune 
finem proponir finguli~, aui 
uni eamum conci ngere porerr~ 
bpills qUlm millies propo
ncree impolflbiie, & fcmel 
tJntum potTtbile. ClImeer! • 
de Let" N.:r. P·lg, 217. 

'I- Nee poreft cujuf.luam 
jus feu libc:rt<1s ab ulla lege 
refittJ, eo exrendere, ue li
ce.u oppugrare ea, gu~ aliis 
eadelll Lege imperamur ta~ 
c:elldem. 1.1. p./g. 21';>. 

it might be Ri;!,ht for me to do That, which 
at the fame time, becau[e it coulcl not be 
done but in l)feach of :mother Man's Ri~bt 
~t could not be Rit.bt for me to do; WJ;i,-h 
15 the greatd1: Abfll1'lliry ill the \Vorl,I. 
The true State of this <.:afe there1(JfC, is 
p12.inly this: In Mr. Ho/'Z,/s State llf l\<1-
ture aJ.1cl Equality, en'l'y j\,Ian ha\-ing all 

eq~al rIght to preferve his own Life, 'tis 
eVIdent h~\s a right to ail e']u2.l propol·tion 

S ~ 0 .• 



The Eq;idcnces 0 atural 
of a1l thofe things, which are either 
Lr:r or ufcfnl to Life: And confequent 
ft) far is it from being true, that any 
J1GlS an orjginal right to pt){fef.., All, t11 
on the contrary, whoever firft attemp 
"rirhout the (::i7Tji:nt of his Fellows, and 
ccpt it be for fome pnblick Be1tefit, to t8, 
to himfelf more than his Prvportiol1, is 
Beginner of Iniquity, and. the Author of <11 

fu('ceecling lV1ifchief. 
1. To avoid this Abfurdity therefo 

?vIr Hobb.~ i3 forced to affert in the 
place, that fince every Man has 
1edly a right to preferve his own L,,', 
and confequently to do every thing that' 
necefTary to preferve it; and fince in 
~rate of Natnre,' Men will neceffar·. 

T Omnium adver[us om
lles, perperu;~ Sufpicion.:s. 
. ... Bellum omnium in 
Ornnes. D~ C;'·c, c. r. ~ 1:1. -

'+ Spes U1icuiQ; lecuri:a-
cis coofervariooi!g; fua' in 
eo v'a eft. ue viribll~ :Hri-

• 

burq; propriis pro}:;mum 
fu.m ~'e' paiJtn vel ex in
fidiis pr'pI)ccupJre Foilir. 
Ibid. c. ). ~ I. 

Securiraris viam mclio
rem hJbcr nrmo Anticipl
c:oGe. LC1.'i.lfb. c. [3-

bave t perpetzrd jealollJi 
and fitfpicio1lS of each ot/; 
111croacbi'J1g; therefore j. - -precautzon gzves everyone 
Rigbt to .>f- el1dCClV07lr for 
own Security to pre11e11t, 
prefs, and deJl/"(jY all othe 
either l) pent Artifice ( 
open Viole11ce, as it }hall 
pen at any time to be iu 
Puwer; as Lei,,/{ tbe 11 0111 i 
certain means of Sdf-preJe 
'vation. But this is eve 

a p1ainer Abfilrdity, if poffible, than , 
f Inner. For (befides that according to 
1I[r Hobbs's Principles, :Men, befJre poii': 
ti,"e Compacts, may jujlly do what mj[.1 
chief they pkafe, even witbOllt the pre'; 
t..:ni~ of Sel!-prcftrvcKio1z ;) wh",t can be' 

mor~ 

, , 
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i more ridiculous, than to imagin a 7J!:1r 
1 of dl Men againJl All, the direc.tcft anLl cer
; tainefl: Means of the PreJe r 7.:ation of all? 
, Yes, j:1yS be, becaufe it leacb Ivlen to a 
. neceihty of entring into C0111p.18 for each 
; other's Security. But then to make thde 
! Compaa.~ obligator, he is forced (as I 
: fhall prefently ob erve more varticularly) 
, to recnr to an t antecedent L.l1V of lv"'a- t Sec 1.'3 
: tltre: And this deftroys all that he had Ci-ce, c. 3-
i before faid. For the fame L,1W of l'':,1tzlre § I, 

: which obliges Men to Fidelity, after having 

, , 
, 

• • , 
, 

, , , 
• 
• 
, , 

made a CompaCt; will una\-oidably, up
on all the fame Accounts, be found to 
oblige them, before aU CompaCts, to LCit..; 
tel1t11lent and mutual Bel1fl'olel1ce; as the 

, readieft and cert::tinefl: :Means to the prefcr
~ vation and Happinefs of them AI1. 'Tis 
i true, Men by entring into C01llpaCls and. 
: making Laws, agree to Campe1l one ano
, ther to do what perhaps the mere fenfe of 

Duty, however really obligatory in the 
higheft degree, would not without fuch 
Compati:s, have force enough of it [elf 
to hold them to in PraCtice: And fo Com-
racb mnft be acknowledged to be in f!e'1 
a great Addition and Strengthening of 
Mens Security. But this Compuliion 
makes no alteration in the Oblig.ltioll it 

:, ftlf; And only fuows, that That entire.:. 
ly lawleJs State, which NIr Hobbs ca11s the 
State of Natztrc, is by 110 1vle2.11S truly j\.-.:z
rural, and in any fenfe fuitable to the Na--

i 
• 
• 
• • 
• • , 

ture and Faculties of l\Ian; but on the 
contrary, is a State of extremely umuztll-
l'al and 111tolerable Corrllption: As I {hall 

I..' ,., 
.J ~ 
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l)f(:fcntlv- prove more funy from fome othcr 
Conh:lc'dions. 

~. Anc~~lef notorious Abfurclit1r Clnd In· 
C011h:tC:11(Y 111. Mr Hubbs's Scheme, is thi~ 
Th;lt he ali along fuppofes fome particu1ar 
Y,ranches of the Law of Natnre, (whic!l 
]\C thinks ncccff~try for the Foundation ()f 

i~'l11e parts of his own Doctrine,) to be 
originally obligatory from the bare Reafi)j) 
(If Things ~ at the fame time that he de· 
nies and takes a,vay jnnumerable others, 
which have plainly in the Nature and Rea· 
ion of things the fame Foundation 
being obligatory as the former, and with
(lut which the obligation of the former can 
ncyer be f(Jlidly made out and defended. 
'[br;, he fuppofes that in the State of Na
ture, before any CompaCl be made, every' 

.y. lItfan's 01r'1l lrill is his 011ly 

Law; tb.-rt t 110tbillg a ilia)z 
c.lIl do, is Ul1jlljf; and that I 

\l wbatever l11ifchief oue Mall 

dot.' I to aJlotbcr, is 110 11UW'j 
,}[or 11ljl/jfice:, neitber l;,,1S tbe 
Pe;Iou, to whom the l11ifi:bief 
is done, bow /{reat Joever it 
be, ailY jlljl ReaJoil to C01Jl
p["lin of iYrol1g; (I thjnk it 
may . here reafonablv be 
rfcfumecl, that if Mr -Hobbs 
]lad lived iH fuch a State 
of Nature, and had hap" 
pened to be llimf::lf the 

• • • • 
-, ~""I'C- /'/ J,~'" '~I,.:."l.... u J , , ... ~.'H •• 

• 
,", 1. ~":l 1·': .. 

• 
-'- C()nfcljucns ,JL IJr .Vi

I;;' ,licendum fir /I"/::!I:,m. 
~~( min.1 .Iuflj L~ Ll;Ut1i, to· 
cum in LJC conditiulle ,wn 
J-!Jbr:-r Le"i.'i.1.!b. c. f 3' 

. 1':" !l i s kqll i rur 1 I t1 :U' 
r ;:n ncmini tinj rr; I i'c, n:fi 
~ .. ljtlGCl.m in:[lll- pJ{tUIl1. 

... . . \ ' . 
----- ~!qul: J:IClll nocear, 
q'I,'lClIln nihil plrrus eft; 
d.t?t!ll!'''1 cl inferr, non J,I ju-
j" ;.:."7 I~:lel1in1 11 is qui 
~ '" . . (,;l,-.,nu,n rt:t;';)!r, li1Jur:;Jln 
(,~:~:)',nOj!J:rer; ;,.qui fccir. lie 
c:icut::. filii,! til mibi.<' --'1u:tre J .lrfn'lll t:;O'I:{O j'IJ! i:rs, 

(/"":'. iI'1~9 "k'tl/ _~ &c. In qua ratione, ubi l1ull.! 
p.r(1.1, nvll v:dco gUid fie quod Doffie rcpreh,ndi. 
3· S: .J.. • 

- • 

i Ilterrc!ferunr 
D!! CivL', .-. 

Suffering 
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and Re~ealed Religion. 
:suffering Party, he would in tHs cafe 
have been of another Opinion:) Ari(l ,'ct 

. at the fame time he fuppofes, that jn the 
fame State of Nature, Men are b\r a~l 
means obliged ¥ to Jeel~ . 
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Pe,xr;e, and t to enter illtn '* Prima & rU:.C1~C:1"~!i~ 
r:l d h Lex Nacur.!: CI ' , cLera',d:m C01Jlpa~LS to reme y t e . 

fore-mentioned Mifchief;;. dIe pJC(n1,u'.)i ha~cri prrtll, 
&r.. Dc r:'1~~ t'. 2 ~~. 

Now if Men are obligcd t See d~ (>,~, "p~ ~f.1' '3 
by the original reafon 

'0.11(1 nature of thin gc; to pd·. 1 {'; 1i: ~ r;I 
. Peace, ancl get Ollt of the; prcren'kd 71.lt7lJ'.;! 

'State of lfTal', affnol1?os tll(Y can; h.·\\' 
come they not to be obligc1 originall~' l)~,C 
the fame n'afon and nature of thi11g',; tfl 

~, , 
live from the beginning in 1t1:i~ flId K', 
?ze7.'olence, and. m'oid el1tri1ig i1!tO t be SI.!;<J 

of 7raJ" at all? He muft needs confd'S t:H:Y 
, would be obliged to do [0, diLl llot St'l}
. preJel vatio1Z neceHitate them en:ry IvIan to 

. War ur,on others: But this Call nat be true 
of the firfl A!gr~fJor; whom yet NIl' 
Hobbs in the II 111ace 110\\' 
cited, vindicates from be
ing guilty of allY Inju
iEce : And therefore here-

\: E~ 11;5 fcsu:rur, IriuriJln 
n;:!11l:1i ti:ri p:::l:e, b: 

in he unavoidahhc contrZlc1i-:rs him1'clf. 
J 

Tlnls again, ill 1lioft infbnces of }.Tc-
rality, he fi..lPl'ofl::; Right m;,l Tf') ',}',~ ) 

J1Ift and U7Ijllft to h~;\'L' no Fum1'lat i!l!l 
in the Nature of Thing~, but t" lk-
l1cnu cntirdv on pofiti\·c 
Laws; that 'yo t1.,,: Kille'S or 
J).j};lIaio1T~ of Goad ,17ld 
F,iT, How}l mr.l DZ(iJOl1:jf, 
.?r.: lIIe're: d c'il , 'o7lj/inlt i-

S 3 

)(. RCcrU l.l< c'",., ('I. 1/' " n '" ¥'. -'" o.! . ., 

11dli & i/'i'I[1 I:,' ~':f; s.: 1!-
o _ • • 

bO/le/lI , eire k::,\.'::- C\V,',,'S ~ 

ldel U; ~li(,d !t"~ ':1.!t, r 1'} t.-
oJ. , 

CCPlCC, Id rr~' _,'j, \':Lld 
) , 



The Eq;idences 0 Natural 
\Te,l'erir, id pro m.do hJbcn
dum die. De Civ~, c. 1;. 
§ I. 

({lIod Actio i!l{tol vel injl<l7<t 
fir.:J jure impc-r.mris rro
VCi:ir. Regel. /igieimi q\l:e 
imtlt'rJllr, juf1.l IJciun~ illl' 
rcr~'ld(), gu;!: "Ct.lIlr. veranda 
tdciuilC injufr.l, De Ci'l.'e, 
c [=. § I. [In which Sect;-
0n 'ci; won!! 0bferving how 
11 e r:d i eu/ouO y j nrerprers 
.ho(e Wcrd5 of Sal)mon, 
([) ,bi; /~I ua tM (0)' doci.'e lit 
r:Jir Dilcerncre inter bonum 
{.j !1I.z!I/!r:: ro iigni:'y, nor his 
Vn.l'cl·:,:,tnd.:ng or Di!cern;ng, 
bile LIs {)ecredng what IhJ.ll 
be ~'Joj and what evi!.] 

-;- ;-,i tJOiltll Lex civilis 
j.I~,·.lr :nv.ldcre aliqllid, flOIl 

efl "Iud Furtum Adultai1!m} 
&c. De Citll?, C. 14· §. 10. 

:: Scquirur ergo /eg:bus 
j:ll" non acede; Mil :;:1£c/;.1.· 
l.,"·e lJ-1n F/(I'.-:b,'I'e. Parellf~s , . 
hlll'l'.r IJi,', nihil a!iud pr;tee
pitre Chrillum. quam Ut 

cives & {ubditifllis Prinei· 
pibus & fummis Impcrarr.ri
bu, in quXfl:iODlbus omllihus 

0"':, a1Id wbtttcver the Chi,-t 
111. 'S i}l I',lte Comm,l11Js, is tl) 

be accoll11ted Gorlll; 1dut. 
evrr be forbids, Evil: th:tt 
t 'tis the Law of the Land 
ouly, whicb mak.es Ro/JLmJ 
to be Robbery; or Adultery, t~ 
};(J AdltlteJY; that II tbe L'om
m.mdmellts, to H0l101lr ollr 

P,7re11ts, to do ?to Murder, 
,tot to c01Jlmit Adultery) a1/d· 
all tbe other Lan~.~ of Go.! 
alld J.VatltJ'e, are '/0 furtber 
obligLztory, tban tbe Ci71il Pom'! . 
Jball think }it to make tbem fo; 
nay, that 1- where tbe Supreme 
AutboJ ity c01JZ11za11ds Melt to 

worJbip God hy an Image or Idol) 
in Heatbm Countries (for ill 
this inftance he c3.utioufly 
excepts Chriftian ones)it is law
flll and their Duty to do it; :t12.J . 
(agreeable, as a natural Cc;nk- . 
quence to all This ~j that t'til 

e:rel mellm, tl/um, flium, alienum, abfulute abed irene. De Ciw, 
c. I 'I. § 10, 

·f .-;i qU<fratur an abed icnd urn eiviraci fir, fi impererur Det III 
co:cre Jub Tm.:1gine, ecrJrn ii~ qui id fieri honorificum eile rut am; 
Ccrre fdciendum dl De CiH', c. I ~. § 18. 

t UnivcrlilIiter &: in omnibus obedire obligamllr. De Ci7.'i!, 
c. r +. § I 0 

D ,<'trina al:3, qua: Obcdicntix civiIi rcpugnarJ eft, ql1ic //lid 
j:lr it t (, i-:.;; J' 111iCli1lQ; CGlI!r;t Con!cielltam [1I.lm, Ferat:un ,jji:. , 
LCV·.lrll. C. 29. 

OP~ll;O corum qui d()ccnr, pI!CC;lr~ fllbditOJ', quoties m,1I1ddt.t 
Pri"';,"I,m jl/arum, 'lux jil,; Tlijlljf.t vidcllfur eff<,. t?X[e'IUllfltllr, &: 
erronCJ eft, & inter tJS lll:mcr;J.nda qUa! obedicntia: civiJi advedJflCur. 
lJ.: Ciu, C. 12. § 2. 
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jlfe?lJ pofitiv~ .Duty to o?ey the COlll7lla:lds nf. tIle 
Civil Power Z1Z all tbm,'!,I, C,'l'1l l1l th11'gs 
clearly and dir~a.ly ag,l,il'/f tl:ei,r Co lI}ie u( e ; 
(that is, that tIS then' poiltlve Dut)' to 
do That, which at the Ltmc time' they 
know ]ilainly it is their Duty 11fJt co do:) 

* C0F!cJU d er:d u m en, I.e-
1!,tm "I,Hur<t femptr 5.:. u"'S; 
ob i2,Jre in F'fO ;rfen'o, (j'e 
C)nJ~'ienti,t ; n0n i'C:n1.-'cr in 
Fc,l'ry eXrellll ; fed [lim fr
lummodo, cum fecure id 
fi2ri p0fl.r, I.N cj', e, c, ,_ 

':f. keepi11g IIp indeed aln7ays 
in tbeir own Minds, an ill
ward deftre to obferve the 
LaJIJS of N.ltZtre and Co 1[

Fienee" but not beillf, bo 1/;;d 
co ohferve tbem in tDt:;r 
olltward Actiolls, except 1J)/Jen 
it is fafe fo to do: ( He 
might as well have faid, that Humane 
Laws ann Conititutinns 
have II Power to make 
Light be D,lrk1lejs, and 

'Darlwefi LiL~bt; to make 
,Sn'eet be Bitter, and Bitter 

Sweet: And indeed, as 
one Abfurdity 'will 112tU

ran y lead a 1\Ja11 in t 0 

!! Qua:: (j tJntJ pcrentia 
en ltui[ort,m le!1[cnri:; ~[C; 
iUil'is, lit corum l"f!rJ§.i;; 
rerum OJrU!'a verrJrllr; cur 

. , , 
non Llnc:u::r') uc Qt.~l· rn~-:I.1. , 
p::fnil..° c/.! I; lunt, holoear:tUr 

• • 
pro n:niJ .1( )~t!!,r ,)'i~:u ? 
C:cero de Leg:c. t:a, 1. 

another, he does fay fomethil:g yer~: like 
it" namely, that t tbe Civil Ai/thol in i. to + De C1."·, 

_ J 

jndge of all Opi7lions and DoEfrillrS 11''',lt {o- c, 6, § (I. 

cver" to .y. determine f§JlIefiiom PhiluJupb;:.ll, 'fo fi,ii • •• 

111 cahan 0 ;I, or s IS a1' "ltrary, ['i.'en' 9 ~ . 

II A . 1 - - I ," 4--rzt J111etzcal 071es alfo, as 11· l 't:tbcr ,t i11.11I -

Jba!l prefllme to ajjirm tlJ.lt Two mId J br.,£: 
11hlke Fh'e or lIot:) And y~t at the i:tme 
time, fome paniot/.IJ' Things, ,\"l:ich it 
'WOltld cithcr haye been too tbgrantlv 
fcandalous for him to have ma~le de
pending upon humane Law:;" as that 

S + t (i oil 
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t Nc~; en; 111 an hCllori

ti,-e de: Dco k'lr;endl:m lir, 
Deg; ;In tir JJ111ndus, rim::r:
dt!'" cokndus. dubir.lri 
p(),dl. SUll[ cnim haT He 
]'~;orH'rH per CI11JJCS gCljtt~ 
c\. Il1:nuniJ. D,~ iiIJ/J'":il.'c ,~ 'p. 
l..l. 

... 5: is qui fumma:n luber . , .. - . 
Imperium. 1'~\plull1. 'llll'(-. . ~ 

rJt1rum dICD, lI,rern,:c:re 
:I:icui imperct; no:! r::ncrur. 

r 9, 
N;.:c~ ,ncnter11. \,..\,C .. Cl~m 

fi lU'S mJri Cjll.Ull vi \lere 
ififamis ;lrg; CXi·jU; mllJr. 
El alii calus tunc, cum 
IT'J;;UU:l la(tu inhonefh 

§ I:;. .. n ,.,. 
~, I.:.:'~ narura !.: ( . r.lLf/; 

fi-,,·.i;an efJe, (ive hdcl11 
cbftrv~ndJm die. Di! Ci<x, 
(. :::. § t. 

i' i.e" IiaLllrJ!i~ Oll1llC,' leges 
(:·.if:!," iuber u"/!:I"vari. Ibid. , 

C,I.1.. §l:'. . . . , 
'1-'1- Le"'cm CIVIJem, qlJX 

non fie l;ra in conrt;m~Ji.:m 
Dei C wj!fJ" .,-efrech; ~rr~ r:i"Li· 
t.,tes llcn 1;ll1t J!1t JUriS, nec 
d ieuntl/r 1!?~eJ ferr!:) &c, De 
(."i'te. r. '4 ~ :0. 

P.t[!i violJr:o &;;. See de 
e :'? t?, c. 3- § 3-

t God i~ to be L07Jed, Ho
,toured ,711<'i Adorcd:; that -;', 
a 111,711 0 ugbt not to MlIrd,'} 
his n7;-{'}/ts; and the like:: 
(Ir elfe, which were of 1<c:
cciTity to be fuppofcd fflf 

the roundation of his OWl) 

Scheme; as that 1\ Co mp af1\ 
o7lght to VC fa ir14 it lly JIC/

formed, and ObcdiC1lce t 19 

be dlily paid to Ci7'i1 POll" 
en: The Obligation of 
tbefr: Tbings, he is f(.rect} 
to deduce illtirely from 
the internal Reafon and 
Fitl1c[s of the '1 hings then;· 
[elves; "f ¥- antecedcnt to, in· 
dependent upon, and llJudtc-, 
1'able by all Humane Con
ftitutions ,whatioever. In 
which Matter, he is guilty 
of the groiTeft Abfurc1ity 
2nd Inconfiftency that can 
be. For if thore greaten: 
and ftrongefr of all our 
Obligations; to Lr)'ct: aud 
H01tollr God, for Inftance; 
or, to perform Cump,r{ls 

faithflllly :; depend not at all on any HUmalH! 
Codtitution, but muft of NeceHity (to 
a y"()jd ma1cilJg Obliga tions reci procall y de
pencl on (:ach other in a Circle) be (,{Infer
[c:el to arifc originally from, and be fillll1J
cd in, tllC eternal Reafoll and una} tt:rable 
J\ulllre and Relations of Things thcm-
1i::1<,'('3? ,-'\luI the l~aturc QJl~1 forc(, "r t hdc 

. . nbliga' 
• .... 
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, nl11igatiom l.c fufficicntly dear ani 
: ciCllt· fc) that he: wh.) t Dijb07i01!r!i 
i (II" ). 1l'ilflflly brc,?h hi~ 

• 
C1'l-

God, 
+ See de 

§ 10. 

, i':ritb, is (accmling to j~Jr 
Hobbs's own Rcafrll1ing) 
guilty of as great an Ab
fllnlity in Pr,r8 ife, anJ of 

'as J11ainly contradiCting 
'the right rcafon of his 

own Min:!, as he who in 
a Difplfte is r,~du.ccd to a 
l1cceillty of afie::ftIng fc)me
thing inconiiftcnt with it 
[elf; And the original 
Obligation to there Duties, 
can from hence on1 v be 
diftinttly deduced: ·'Then 
for the fame reafon, an 
the other Duties likewife of 
natural Religioll; fueh as 
1l11iverJaI BCl1evolt>1!cc, Juflir:c, 
Equity, ani the like; (which 
I have before proved to 

>(- Efl: Simi'irllCO cla:d3m 
ineer Ie!, '.;u',d j:J vir'a com-

, .. 
mum VGca~ur irpri.z, & 
id, gu')d in Sc·)-,c .• /::; iolcc 
appe/lari r.bJi.r"?:'II1. Quem-
adm?dum en:lll i', cui 

, " argl..'mCntt5 cr·g'(\.:r an ;-:r'ga-
tioncm a{l'ertio:ls (~uJm 
prius afTerl1~rJ" dic1[u~ rc
d ie,i ad Ab/:.riuT1/: c",u em 
modo is, ql,;; prot: d']:m' im
potemia f~c:t Vl:! em:([;, id 
gucd fe pen tJ::lurLIll \el 
non omilTLrm FJlf" f.:o 
ante prom:1erJr, II il{l-i.:nz 
taci,: nte; mir.u~ :n c~,n-, 

trJdit1iontm in :idi;, ('l1Jm 

~ui in 5.:I',oli" rel~uci'l r ~d 
./l Mil> .il! ;"'1' , - E f'c ; r J c. 
In1~ri.l; r.! i:~rJir.:.r c::.. •. J i~:' rn , , 

in convtrL r:one ("'>:[ .Ab· 
f:.rditM Ir;:"i.1 clJ.td.!lTI en . . - ~ 

111 dlfpuUtI0i;\.'. lJe (.n~> 

c. 3.§ 3' 

receive in like manner their Power of o!'
ligillg, from the eteIl1Ql Reafon a~ld Rda
tions of Things;) muir needs be oVig;:
tory antecedent to any conficler~,ti()n of 

" , 
l'ojiti<.'c Co 7111'.1 C1 , and uilalterably~ anrl ]n-
depcnc1en t 1 y ~111 a 11 HU1]lcT11C L~01:f.:tlf/ lrm 
wl,atf(1Cvcr: And (onfequent1y, 1\Ir HoVs's 
whole Scheme; {both ('If a State (\f l'ature 
at tirft, 'wherein thL'l'C was 110 fllC~1 tl:il,g 
as Right or \.,'rollg, .Iuil tn" 'Clljl1fr, at 
all; and of thd(,' thing:, dqwnclillg :1f~, \"
:warlls, 1)), '\ ir:nc nt' C'lmp.:d, \'.-:~,'lh~ 
and abfobic\:' {Ill th,: l'0jit~\'l' [ll1l1 arbi-

, , .. r'j " ,,'r' L... ...... • -



The Evidences 0 Natural 
trary determination of the Civil Power;) falls 
this lNav entirely to the Ground, by J1i, hav
jng been forced to filppofe fame partiCltl.rr 
things obJjgatory, originally, and in their own 
]l;:Jture. On t11e contrary: If the Rules cf 
Right and 'Vrong, Juft and Unjuft, have 
't011e of them any obligatory force in the State 
of Nature, mttecedel1t to pofitive Compaer, 
Then for the fame Reafon, neither will 
they be of any force ttfter the Compaer, fi) 
as to aft-ord Men any certain and real Se
curity; (Excepting only what may ariD:: 
from the COlllpztljion of Laws, and Fear 
of PlI1tijhme1!t; which therefore it may well 
be fuppoft'd is an that Mr Hobbs really 
means at the bottom.) For if there be no 
Obligation of YZlJf and Right, antec.edent 
to the Compact: then Whence arifes the 
Obligation of the CompaEl it [elf, 011 which 
he fuppofes all other Obligations to be 
foun:led? If, before 2ny CompaCt was 
made, it Was no Injl1f1:ice for a Man to 
take away the Life of his Neighbour, not 
fvr his own Prefervatiol1, but merely to 

t E:.: his fequitur, injuri
am ntmioi fieri polfe, nifi 
ei quocum inicur pa~tum.J)e 
{."1,f, c. ~,§ 4, [Which whole 
SeElhll highly dtjerves to h~ 
rr:;1d ;1nd 'Well con/iJerei, as 
cant J.j"iIl6 rhe Secrec of Mr 
Hob~s'J whole Scbeme.] 

fatisfy an t arbitrary hu
mour or pleafure , and 
without any reafon or 
provoc.ation at all =, How 
comes it to be an Injn
nice, after J1C has made 
a CompaCt, to break ann 
negleCt it? Or what is 

it that makes breaking oues lrord, to 
be a greater and more unnatund Crime~ 
than kil1ing a Man merely for 110 othf7' 
reafim, iut bee-'auJe 1/0 poJith.c C011lp.18 
h.u been 'm.Ide lO tbe C01ltr,lry? So that 

:(.. thi,~ -
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)f- this way alro, J\1r Holihv's 
whole Scheme is intirdy de
fhoyed. 

4. That State, which 
Mr Hobbs calls the St.1te of 
Jo.~ltzire, is not in any f('nrc 
a Natnr:,>J State; but a State 
of the greateft, most un
natural, and moft into1e
raUe Corruption, tha t can 
be imagined. For Re,?jrm, 
which is the proper Nature 
of lVlan, can never (as has 
been before fhown) Is'ad 
Men to any thing elfe than 
l!niverjrl Lo've and Bo!evo
lellce : And J/r..trs, Hatred, 
and Viole11C8, can never 
arire but from extreme Cor-
1"1lption. A Man may fiJJ1le
times) 'tis true, in his 
own Defenfe, be neceiIira-

If- hag; plter quad, (j 
Hobbiaoa fl(iocir.ario e!Tet 
v~d'dl, "mnl~ f1mul Le?,l,m 
Crciiit,1/l r,l,,:iga ri 0 ("olIJ b,-

f • .-_ 

rerur; nce a,lrer hell po-
rtft qu;o CHl;m Vi5 Idbc
factttur ab omr::bu~ rrinci. 
1'i:" C;U:1: Ltg;.:m na'l'r.l,:.u01 
vim rc)llur.r a ur m :r!uunr; 
quoniam in 1-,:5 funCJrllr & 
regim!!,i5 c:vili5 al!CI:1r!(as 
a: (eel! ri (as, & legum a ci v i
ta::bl:;, lJrarum vigor. Cl'm
!'erland. d~ Leg. /\·,1:. p'" .. ,,:,; . 
3" ~. 
,E:iJm eXtra regimen ci

vI:e, a 0111:0 cmnigeni; fimul 
c~~(jdtratis tU,(ior er:c qui 
attlbu; eX,ern!5 leges :'>1.1._ 
[ur~ coortao(iffime obler
va~ir, qUlm qui, juxta de
~r~n~m ~.obbianam, vi aut 
wl:dl15 a.JOS amnes cenaf'_ 
do pr;r,~ccut1are, ftcur:(,_ 
[em libi gld.ll;cr:r. Ii.! .1<." 

5-':>+ 

ted, in comptiance with tl:e L:r\':s of 1\':1-
ture and Reafon, to make 'War t! :2on h i,~ 
Fellows : But the firft Aggrcffimrs, \\"11J 
upon Mr Hobbs's Principles, (that all :\len 
\\ have a natur::!l Will to ' 
hurt each other, and that 
everyone in the State of -Nature has a 1'- Rigbt to Jo ,. 
whatever he has a Will ti);) 
The firfr Aggrdfors, I [IT, 
who upon there Principles 
aWlUlt and violently fpeil 

N V\'!u"~.:J· .!x-{el·~z'!. c,m:1~· 
bus 1neil 1'1 fluu ~.ltUt.l. 
De Ci1.e, c, I. § 4. 

* In !\J:U IlJCUL1'i. un1-
• • 

CUH3; !1I.:c'a.;t l-iCere gi..l~Cltnq; 
& In C~:);Lunq; li~"J.H. I. 
bid. § 10. 

as many as the.\' are flipcriouf to in Strength, 
without any reg~rd tv b~llity or P1llll\ rti-

en; 
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10. 

The E'"uidences of at ural 
on; thefe call never, by any colour whaf'~ 

foever, be exc-ufed from. 
Jla ving t lltterl) de7)~f}t'd 
tbemJelves of Humane IVa~ 
tllre, and. having \\ illtro~ 
duced into the World, con
trary to all the Laws of 
Natllre and Reafon, the 
greateft Calamities and 

D,)minii reo' Illt:,-.-.:m ,;In,'lto

r~s. L,viJth, C. '7' 

mof!: unnatural ConfufioJl, 
that Mankind by the high
eft Abufe of their natural 
Powers and Faculties, are 
capable of falling. under. 
1\11' Hobbs pretends mcleed, 
that one of the firft and 
moft natural Principles of 
humane Life, is :>(. a Defire 
neceffarily arifing in every 
NIan's Nljnd, of having 
Power anrl Dominion over 
Others; and that this na
tura11y imp ells Men to ufe 
Force and Violence to ob-

Nc'm:ni dub:IJnl cITe de
ber, quin avid;us terrencur 
homine; n:rura IU;l, Ii me
tU5 abetfer, ad DQmira:;ollem 
quam ad SocierJcc:m. De 
Ci;:e, c. !. § 2. 

tain it: But neither is 
it true, that Men, following the di
Ctates of Reafon and uncorrupted Na
t me, ddire difpro11ortionate Power and 
DJminion over others; neither, if 
j t W2s natural to defire fuch Po'wer, 
'would it at all follow that it was 
3Grt:cahle to nature to ufe violent ancl 
JlunfuI means to obtain it. For fince 
the only natural and good reafoll to de
fire Power anrl Dominion (more than 
w;;at is m:ccl1ary fIJr every Man's Se]f-

l'rcfcr~ 
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, and Re'7Jealed Religion. 
• prcfcrvation) .is, that the Jloffeffof of file:1 
power may ha\'e 2. larger compafs an 1 

'r:reater Abilities an'l Opp:)rt1ll.lJiries r;f 
: cloing good, (as is evident from Gad\; ex
'ercife of perfeCtly AbJolure Power;) 'tis 
l)lain that ,no Man, obeying t 1

,C uncor
rupted DICtates of Nature and Rea [rJ!1, 

, ('an defire to increafe his PO'oNC:'r by fuca 
'deftruCtive and pernicious j\Iethods, t:le 

prevention of which is the ouly good re.7fm 
',that makes the Puwer it felf truly (Idi

rable. AU Violence therefore and 'Nar 
are plainly the EffeCts, not of natural 
Defires, but of unnatural anrl extreme 
Corruption. And this Mr Hohbs himfelf 
unwarily proves ag::tinft himfelf, by t~lOfe 
very Arguments, whereby he indeavours 
to prove that War and Contention 1S 
mare11atllral to Me,!, than to Bees Of Ants. 
For his Arguments on this Head, are all 
drawn from Mens ufing themfeb:es (as the 
Animals he is fpeaking of, cannot do,) 
to t Strive abo7lt HonoZlrs 

10 9 

and Dig7litics, till tbe C011-

tentio1l grows up i.nto H;:tred, 
t Homines inrer fe de Hc> 

nor!b~~ c.: D;crnitatl:)l;~ per-
" Seditions .111d 7/r..1Ts ; to + 

, fepdrate e.rcb one hi, pri-
1hrte Intcrejl from the pllb

. lick, and vallie himplf high-
~ 1y above others, llpOIl getting 

and engroJJing to himplf mare 
tban his Proportion of the 
lbillgs of Life; to II fi1/d 
[milt with e.Icb others 1]!,I

,)lctge1llellt, CInd t bro' Self-con
,./'it bril1g ill "out i 1Illal In· 

pecuo comendom; led Ani-
mali.l ilia [Apes &. Form;c,£] 
ncn irem L&:; i mer Ho
mioes liwidiJ, ·Ollium. Bd
lum, &c. L"l'i"h. c 1-, 

.... I \. " ." E mer :->.mm~,IJ l .. l, o· 
Dum publicum ~ privatum 
idem el1. Hamini 
aurem in bonis propriis ni
hil tam iucundulU cit, c;uam 
quod alienis fum rna iara. D. 

II Anin1.lmilqu;e ratione ... 
non habenr, nullum defe
ttl!1U videor, vel videre it: 

• 
1to-';.It ZO 11 S 

• • 



i 10 The E"vidences 0 Natural 
FIJtJ'ir. in adm:niflrarione 
fll.1l'lll11 rCrI'm rllb~icJrllm: 
Sen 1n mulritud;nc: Hcminum 
plurimi limf qui pr;<> ca'rcri~ 
farc:re c~\ifHnl.lnttf, cor.ar;
cur res nnvare; 0: d ivcrfi 
neW.lt.,rc! in;JQvanr divc-rlis 
m.·dl:; id Cl10d efl dit1rattio 
& bellum civile. De Ci'IJe, 
c·5·§S· 

t Anirnanria iJIa vcrborum 
arre ilIa carem, ljlla hom;· 
nes .1lii aliis videri faciunr 
Bonum MJlum, & Malum 
Ennum; l\1agnum ParvLlm, 
&. Pan'urn Magnum. Lt?'1.:i· 
ath. c. 17. 

• .l.nimJliJ brura, Cfuarn 
Chl benc lib; dl:, carcris 0011 
invicle'1(: Hnmo :lurem tum 
maxime moleftLls c:fl, quan
do nrio opibufg i m.lxime 
abundar. If,ji. 

:i Confcllfio crearurarurn 
i11arum brur:!run1 naruraIi-s 
cfl ; hcm;num pJ d:cia ran
fUIn, id eft arrificioia. De 
Che, c. 5· § 5. 

frinn ~ collld 
inftanccd in. 

1f01Jllt i01ts a1fd dijl l'a8io7!. 
to t illlpofe one 'lIp on a;:,;. 

tho', by Lye.v, FaVifyinx aild 
J)c(fit, calli11g good e'l'il, mid 
c7:il f!,ood; to)(.. grow el1vio1/, 
ar i he proJprl'ity of others 
or proud aud domi11eeri7;; 
n·bnt tbe1l1ji:Zvc., are in e,'r 
Clnd plenty; and to 11 l~eep it? 
toZera//le Peace aud A,~J'Cc-
1l1t'?lt among tbc11lfclves, mer,· 
ly by artifcial CompcrEls crlld 
t be crmzpuLjio?t of Laws. Ail 
which things, are fo f:u 
from being truly the ]..~::. 
tur.l1 Eftecrs and refult of 
1-.t1ens Recrfo1Z and other Fa
culties; that 011 the contn:
ry they are evidently fame 
of the groffefl: Abufes and 
moft 111l1latllral Corrupti
ons thereof, that anyone 
who was arguing on the· 
oppofite fide of the Que
eaiily have chofen to have 

5. Laftly, That chief and principal Ar
gUlllcnt, which is one of the main Foun
dations of Mr Hobbs's and his Fo1lowers 

t Re2:ni D;vi<Ji naruralis 
lu~ derivaruf au co, gund 
'b'1.';1J.e P~I en!; It re Ill'! t!' e im
P'Jfji',;/eelr.lc:viarh c ~[. 

In rc~n() narural;, - reg· 
Dand i & fUniend 1 el)s qlli 

Syftem; namely, that T 
God.~ irrefi:fl:ible Power is 
the o'I1Iy fOll11datio11 of his 
D0111i?lion, and the 0111 y 
meaJlIre of his Right over 
hi~ Creatures:. and confc-

'lucBtly, 
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quently ¥ that every other legcs [uas vjo!ant, jus Dco 
Being 'has juft fa much eft a (ala Jotcntia irrc:(i(rl(;i[i. 

. l . h I Jo)c C I VC, C. I 5· §. 5· 
Rzg 1t, as It. as na.tZt,.~ lis quor um Pr.,enci'!: rc. 
Power; that IS, that It IS {i(E non pLCtfi, & per cc.n-
naturally Right for every fequens Deo ommporcLHi. 

1 . 1 h . jus Dominandi ab ipfa p~r~n-. 
t nng, to (0 W atevcr It tia derivarur. Ji;id. 
has Power to do; This * N.m quoniam Dcu~ 'us 
Argument, I fay, is of ad. omn!a h,aber; E,: ius 
all his others the moft !Jel Olhll al;u~ eft, guam . n £ lr . d b lp(J DCl pcrenna ; hlnc le-
notonou yale all. a - Cjuirur, unamquarnq; rem 
furd. As may fuffiClently na.uralem tantum juri; eK 

appear (belides what has naru, ra habere, fjlia,ntum po. 
been ¥¥ alreadYT faid of tel1ti.£ ha ber. S t/~~r.. ,dr! 

, ' • Monarch. car. 2. ~ ~ee a ,fa 
God s other PerfectIons TraDat. rJ;ery!og. roiit;c, C.1p. 

I being t as much the mea- 16.J •• p.lg. 87. 
fure of his Rigbt, as his .t See Cumterlalld <Ie Leg_ 

P .) fl·.r. ].;.ltur.t:, loc:s fupra CHa.-ower IS; rom t 11S 1111- tis. 
,gle Confideration. Sup- . 

pofe the Devil, (for when 
Men run into extreme impious aiTertions7 

they muft be anfwered with fuitable Sup
pofitions;) Suppofe, I fay, fuch a Being 
as we conceive the De'viZ to be; of extreme 
malice, cruelty, and iniqujtYi was in
dued with fupreme abfolute Power, and 
made ufe of it only to render the \"orld 
as miferable as was poffible, in the matt 
cruel, arbitrary and unequal maImer that 
can be imagined: \Vould it not follow 
undeniably, upun Mr Hobbs's Scheme; 
fince Dominion is fuunded in Po~er, and 
Power is the rneafure of Right, and ('onfe
quently AbJoZzlte Power gives AbJollttc Right; 
that fuch a Government as this, would 
not only be as much of Necei1ity indeed 
tQ be fubmitted to, but 'lIfo that it would 

. be 
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!\< See 
EOP"J" .i,' 
Ci!.'t..~, c. 3 

be as 111ft and R~r!,bt, and :>(. with as little 
n,rJou'to be. compl,1i1letl of, as is the prcfc:nt 
Government of the 'World in the Hands 
of the E7·er-BI~(rcd al1d i11fillitely Good God, 
whore Love and Gooc1ncrs and tendc:r 
1\lerc\r appears every where oVer an his 
1" (Irks. . 

Here 1\l[r Hobh~, as an unanfwer:lLlc 
Argument in defenfe of his Affertiou, . ur

ges; that t the only Rca
fan, why Men are bOUli.d 
to olley God, is plainly 
nothing . but lYeakneJs or 
l/TmIt of Power; becaufe if 
they themfelves were All
l)owerful, 'tis rnanifcft they 
could inot be under any 
Obligation to obey; and 
con fequ ently Power would 
give them an undouMed 
Rigbt to do what they plea
fccl.. Th::tt is to fay: If Ivlen 
were 110t crca ted and depen·. 
dent Beings; 'tis true they 
could not indeed be obliged 
to the proper RelatizJc D1Itj 

+ ~u0d fi jus regnandi 
haheat Deus ab Omnipo
[en,ia [Ul, lTIJnifefium efl: 
O::,:iga(io[Jcm ad prrefian
dum ;rfi obedienriam, in· 
cumbere hcm'nii>us propter 
imc.eciliit.ltcrn. rTo explain 
which, he .ldds in his 
Note:1 Si cui durum hoc 

~ 

videbirur, i11um rogo ur ta· 
cita c0g1[oltlOne confiderare 
velir, {j drear cillO Omnipo
tenres, urn utri obedire 
obligarerur. Conf,cc:bitur, cre· 
do, neurrl1n1 neurri obligari. 
Hoc fi verum dr, verum 
quod; eJl:quod poiui, I.omines 
ideo De~ f:d)dhj' eJJe, qlli,: 
Dmlliro(cntl?J" 'Mn junc. De 
Civt: c. J 5· § 7. 

of created and dependent Be ... 
;n;", 7'h. to obey the Will and Command 
(·f aliother in things Poftive: But from their 
Obligatif'l1 to the Practife of il10ral Virtues, 
or Tufl:icc, Righteou{i-}e(<;, Equity, Holi
ncr." Purity, Goorlncfs, Beneficence, Faith
f!l ~ nt:fs and Truth, from which ~rr Ho/JIls 
L1!!acioufiy in this Argument, and mofr 
impioufly in his whole Scheme, indt:aY<HlrS 

>f. to 
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If- to difcharge them; from * u, en.:m cm:cram v'nl 

h · h 1.1 t b .l·r & n.tturam Deorum ; ne ho .. 
o t 1S t ey cou u no e. l!l1.- min~s quidem ctnft:cis, nilt 
charged by any addItIOn imbecilll cr\"enr, fUcuros I.e. 
of Power whatfoever: Be- ndic<)s & benig,n"" tuifiC. 
caufe the obligation to there Cic. de Nat, Dw. lib. l. 

things, is Dot, as the obli-
gation to obey in things of arbitrary and 
yojitive Conftitutioh, f()ul~ded only i11 the 
Weaknefs, SubjeCtion, and Dependency 
of the Pelfons obliged; but alf!) and 
chiefly in the eternal and unchangeaUe 

· Natnre and Reafon of the Things them
[elves: For thefe things are the Law of 

· Goa bimJelf; not only to his Creatures, 
but alfo to HimJelf, as being the Rule of all 
his own ACtions in the Government of the 
World. 

I have been the 1011ger upon this Head~ 
becaufe Moral VirtJle is the Foundation 
and die Sum, the EfTence and the Life 
of all true Religion: For the Security 
whereof, all pofitive Inftitution was prin" 
cipally defigned : For the Reftoration 

00 whereof, all revealed Religion was ulti .. 
• mat ely intended; And inconfi!1:ent where~ 

o with, or in oppolltion to which, aU Do-
o arines whatfo.ever, fllpportel by what 
,pretenfe of Reafon or Authority foever:o 
,are as certainly and neceifarily f:alfe, as 
: God is true. 
• • 

• 0 

, 
o 

o 
o 

o 

o 
o 

· II. 7hougb tbeft eternal 111o,...,l Obligations 
are indeed of tbemfelves i1rc1l7nbe1tt Oil all r,tt -
(mal Beil1gs~ eve,z .l1zteccdent to tbe co1rfider.,-

T riol: 

• 
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ti01! of their bei1!g 'the poJitive IYiU (md Com
'maud of God; yet tbat which 1110fl jlr011gly 
("ol'fi'r111s, mrd hI pr'lEtije 1Jlojl eJfeEtzcally and 
iJ!dUpeuJa/;[y 17!fol"ces tbe1l1 upon 7IS, is this i 
lh."!t both f'om the Perft'Eti011s of God, Llnd 
tbe lV:?tllre of Things, a1ld from jr:veral other 
uIll,lteral lVl1jidfrati011s, it appears, that as 
God is bimplf 11L'f-·e/JrHily .Tujl al1d Good iu 
tbe ('xt'l'cije of bis iujinite P07Ver ilz tbe Go-
7.:enzmrl1t of tb:: whole lYorld, fa he CCl1mot Ullt 
likewifi' poJith){;ly Require tbat all his ratiol1al 
Creatures jbollld in their Proportion be fa too, 
i1! tbe exercift of e>1ch of their Powers iii 
tDeir j:wJ".11 ,md l'~fp,'[li-ve Spheres: That is i 
as tbe fo etenId moraIOblir.atio1lS are really in 
pt!lpetllal fo"ce, merely from their OW1t MI-. 
tzere, mtd tbe a!Jjlrat.:t ?"~'lfoll of Tbings; Jo 
alJo tbey are moreover tbe expreJs aud zmalte-
1',tb1e Will, Command and Law of God to 
bif C·c.1tzc.res, wbich be cannot bllt expect 
jholild in obedie1u-c to his 811 Feme AlItb0 rity, 
as 1Vell as in compli,mce wit the 'Jlatlll'al ?"Ca
Jon of Thil1gs, be rcglllMly and cO'Jljlantly ob- . 
fen.'ed tbrollJ!.h the ll'bole Creation. 

Th}s Propofitj~n is very evident, and 
has httle need. of being particularly prod 

Tl:at /171- ved. 
:~; ~~~L:it'S F;)r r}l, the fame Reafons which prove 
l'o{i:.w to us, rh41t Goel mu[/: of Necellity be him-
Will /II'" fe1I infinitely Holy, and .fuft, and Good; 
(olr.;n . .I:.i 11zmzif,:jJly pravc that it Il1l1:fl:likcwife be his 
1,'J~;;:' \~'ill, ,il,H a.H his Creatures ibo~ld be fo 
jrJiIl t('e rofo, ;,cC< 'rdlog to the ProportIOns and 
C,JI:/ider.1t, C~l)acities of their fevcral Natures_ T/;.rt 
on~~ f;:: thc.~r;;;: are <:terlial and neceiTary Difterences 
[I;, ;I:C At- P '1'1 . d D'r. 
I '/'hl'" 0. )UH':~;, Agreements all llagreemellts, 
'vi .. J. v p 

ro~ 
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· and Revealed Religion. 
Proportions apa Difproportions, FitncfIes 
and Unfitneffes of Thing'), ab{()lutely in 
their own Nature; has been before largel v 
demonftrated: That with regard to thtie 
fixt and certain proportions and fitl1effes 
of Things, the \Vill of Goel, which can 
neither be influence:1 by any extemal 
power, nor impofecl upon by any errour 
or deceit, confl:antly ani neceif:ri.t,:r deter
mines it [df to chooCe a~ ways W'La ~ in t:le 
whole is Bdt ancl Fitteft: to· be done, ac
coding to the unalterable Rules of Juihce, 
Equity, Goodnefs and Truth; has like
wife been already proved: That the Lrne 
confiderations Ollght a1f:) regularly- to de
termine the ·Wills of all Subordinate rati
onal Beillgs, to aCt in conft2.nt conformi~ 
ty to the fame eternal Rules; h~ in like 
manner been ihown bef:)re. I t remains 
therefore only to prove, that thefe very 
fame moral Rules, which arc thus of th,'1/!
folves really ob:igatiJry, as beil~g the 11e
ce!fary refult of the unalterable re4:lJon an(l 
nature of Things; are moreover the puu
tive TYill and Command of God to aU rati
onal Creatures: And confequently, that 
the wilful tranfgrdfion or neglea of them, 
is as truly an infolent contemvt (If the 
Authority of God, as it is an Qbf~E".1 Cc'l1-

founclillg of the natural reai:n,ti and prc
portions of Things. Now this alfo l)hiin-

, ly follows from what has been already
: laid down. For the fame abJulute Pc'f~
i aio'll of the Divine Nature, which (as h~IS 

been before {hL?wn) makes us certain that 
God mufr HimJdf he of NecdIity inrini t e-

• 
• T 2 1] 

• , 
, , , 
.' 
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1 (6 The Evidences 0 Natural 
ly Holy, Jufi: and Goo:!; makes it equal 
ly certain, that he cannot poflibly a 
prove Iniquity in Otbers: And the 
BeL?Jtty, the fame Excellwcy, the fame 1fT. . 
m,J [mporttmce of the Rules of ever 
RighteonfilC::fs, with regard to which 
is always pleafed to make thore Rules th 
I'vleafurc of an his OW1t ACtions; prove it 
impojlible but he muD: likewife will and 
defire, that all rational Creatures fhould 
proportionably make them the Meafu 
cf Theirs. Even among Men, there is no 
earthly Father, but in thofe things ... H 

he efteems his own Excellencies, defires 
anel expeCts to be imitated by his .~'.
dren: How much more is it neceffary 
that God, who is infinitely far from being 
fubjeCt to fuch Paifions and Yariablenefs 
as frail l\{en are, and has an infinitely 
tenclerer and heartier concern for the Hap-
1)i11Cf5 of his Creatures, than mortal l\llan 
r:an have for the welfare of their Pofterity 1 

muft defire to be;! imitated by his Creatures 
in thore PerfeCtions, which are the Foun
dation of his own unchangeable Happi
neD,? In the exercife of his Supreme Pow
er, we C2.nnot imitate him; In the extent 
of his unerring K71(}wledge, we cannot at
tain to any Similitude with him. 'We 

3th 40 ,9. cannot at all Tb1l1tder wit/; a Voice like Him; 
nor are we able to fearch out and compre
hend the leaH part of the depth of his Ul1-

fathomablt: WiJd()71J: But his H oli11eJs and 
Goo,{71lj.~, his JlIJlice, Ri,f!,btf?ollfneJs and 
'lj·ltlb; th(;fe things 'NC can onderftand; 
ill there thiligS we ,'.111 imitate him; lJ2)', 

we 
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we cannot approve our felves to him as 
obedient Children, if 'fte do not imitate 

. him therein. If God "be himfelf efTen6ally 
of infinite HolineJs and PJlrity; (as, from 
the Light cf Nature, 'tis of all things moft 
manifeft that he is;) it follows, t11at 'tis Heb. I,~. 
impoiEble but he muft likewife be of pllrer 
Eyes tban to bcbold with approbation any 
manner of Impurity in his Creatures; And 
con[equently it muft needs be his 'Will, 
that they ihould AU (according to the 
mea[ure of their frail and finite Nature) 
be Holy as be is Holy. If God ]3 himfelf a 
Being of infinite JztJlice, Right~o1lfizcfs and 
Trlltb; it muft needs be his \\"ill, that aU 
rational Creatures, whom he has created 
after his own Image, to whom he has 
communicated fame refemblance (,f his 
Divine Perfections, and whom he has en-
dued with excellent Powers and Faculties 
to enable them to diftinguiih between Good 
and Evil; ihould imitate him in the ex-
erci[e of thore glorious Attributes, by 
conforming all the:ir ACtions to the eter-
nal and unalterable Law of Right~oufi1e[s. 
If God is himfdf a Being of infinite 
Goodnefs; maki71g bis SUI! to rip 07Z tbe er .. il Mar. $,4$. 
and on the Good, ,111d fl71di?lg R .. dll (17t tbe 
:lzt) and on the U1rjlljl; haying lle7'Cr left Mh r.:. 
bimftlf wbolly withollt lI'ltnefi, bJ/t alu·.1Ys do- 17. 
ing Good, giving Me?! R.li1t from He'.n'c;1l and 
fruitful Sea/om, a7zd filling tbeir Hc.rrts l1:itb 
Food and Gl .. ldllf'fs: It cannot but be hi:> 
Will, that all reafonable Creatures 1110uld, 
by mutual Love ancl Benevolenn:, permit 
~nd aHiit each other to enjoy in particular 

'r ' 3 t;:c 
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tile fcver~l Efr~t1s and Bleffings of t1C 
Divine unin::rf!l Gooc1nc[~. Laftly, jf 
God is himf.:lf a Being of infinite Merr;y 
al~d Comp_rfFm; as 'tis plain he bears long 
wah Men before he punifhes tJH;m for tlleir 
'\~i("ke(!ne(q, and ofren f({:ely forgives them 
his U11 tbouf.md Talt'11ts: It rnuft l1t:ed ie 
his "cill, tJ1at they fhould forgive one 

l.u. c.. 35 another their blll1d,'ed Pcnce ; bung merciful 
one to a not her,,> as be is mercifttl to them 
al1; anJ havil1g C0111pajJio1t each 011 his 1 d· 
lon,-Selvtl7lts, as God has pity on Them, 
Thus from the Attributes of God, natural' 
Rca[nn }earls 1\1en to the Knowledge of 
his 7rill: All the fame Reafol1s and Argu
mcnt~, which Jifcover to M.en the "at lira I 
:F it wIj"'" nI' U-'f'7!eI{r s of '1 biugs, and the 
1Ie ... -,:IJ;lry Pofcc1irms OJ' Attributes of God; 

IJrovillg equally at the 
.. Ira T'f:"C'~pem Legem Dune time that ~ That 

.,, do ,. 

ll'am ..:-, u,c:mar,i, maum \\,hic;l is truly the Law of 
ciTe (l"-:(] J r 0,1 me aur co- 'J 
gc-,r:, J r "([ .. "l(is 0e,:, Ce. J.,"'.rlltJ'e, or the Reafo1z of 
de U:;;'. ,i!) 2. Tbillg.~, is in like manner 

Qu.( ";, /i"'1 ;n,'do fCi\:or the irill of God. And. 
(ft qUJm r'J; ;,-,pulorum & fr(lm hence the Soherdt 
C;":rJ:UIJ. ltd dqllalis illius 
c;z::um J.q; rcrrJS ruentis & and moft Intelligent Per-
regC':Jr' Dei. Neg, enim fOI1S among the HeatbeTls 
eRe Mrn' Divina (j':e facit:lJe in all Ages, very rightly 
poren, nee fJri,:d;vinanon J ·r.l d d h 
June v m in r ,'lis pr,l'L'if'l; an \~'l1e y conc1u e , t at 
f.lnciend,) J1.lSer< .. Lid. the beft and c('rtaindl: part 

of Natural Religion, which 
was of tlle greateft importance, and where

in 1,Va3 the leaft dallger of 
their being mift:al~en; was '\' 
to imitate the moral At
tributes 0f God;!. by a Life 

+ v;~ Deos rr"piciare? 
ROllu, db ~ $;u:s iJlo~ co
) •• 1C. r>,,; :mir,ltlu eft. 5e
nee. t pdt. :t .• 

. of 
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.of Holin~fs, Righteoufi1eFs ~ai ~ ~Ei~~~ ,f~ ~II' d 
.'and Chanty: Whereas In ?~O; ':IL J'(,)f~< y<,ar.vn:rf"-,~ 
, Elf h· ct.7l'O~;"'i'iT11.7IV n~.I""v 0' ·}i~" 
:the .xtenw part 0 t, elr CUI.'; I/,Y' ""'e'~ 7iw' .~ tJ"/.lI». 
'Worf}l1p, there was 110- ,f: 'T1~ 0'7'I§;- ~ .fr''.,<LI& - ,;, 

thing but Uncertainty and 7.~"J';c1~~' [l:i'},~)~ ').Lp4i).~, 
:Doubtfulnefs: It being a b- 01<';1.1, 11 'I'<f:~ ','u.; 1n~~7:~'E1' 
r.1 1 . ;T'bl 'h '1tttJ'lU~ -::T'!-,-=~ on ~ .:;-';C;;<L~. !o ute y Impola e, 'WIt - FI.dQ in ~/Lihi Je 2. 

out exprefs Revelation, to Cc,.liwr auc[ m, nOll cau. 
difcover what, in that rorum. :,p;,m': CQrpGr:(-.us 

t '· 1 r they m 'ght b comruc~cac'_" nec aL'rc, ar-par ICU a ,Ie g~nt,:q; fu!cenl", neC:11 
fecure would be truly ac- rhef.luro5 fiipe iO'uta; fed 
cepta ble to God, l'i:J b .rella .. 0111 nta;e. Se-

This Methorl of cedu- nec. tpdl II s, 
('ing the lfTill of GO(~, fr"m 
his Attl'iblltes; is of a1l other:> the beft :uv1. 
cleardt, the certaineft and mr ft unin:rral, 
that the Light of Nature affords. Yet 
there are alfo (as I faid) fome other colla-

. teral confideratiol1s, which help to pro ... ·c 
and confirm the fame thing; r:amd y, 
that all moral Obligations, arifing from 
the Nature and Rcafon of Things, are 

. likewife the pofitive ,\Vill and Command 
of God. As 

2. This appears in fame mea[ure from Ani r'm 
the confideration of God's Creatioll. Fer rke l "'/- • 

God by Cre.'lti,:g Things, m2.l1ifefts it :!e/~: .. ::;_~~ 
to be his "rill, that Things fl.-ould ! [of G~~>s 
Wb'lt they Are. And as Providence '\F 11- [rf .. tlcn. 
derfully preferves things in their pre[cnt 
State; and all necciTary Agents, b'\
conftantly and regubrly 0h:~·il'g t\e 
Laws of their Nature, nccciTarih- {w-
ploy an their Natural Po\\-crs in ·pro;; 0-

ting the fame End; fo 'tis cyidcnt it Cal)-
rr 1 'T nJt 
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'I- Mens Tlllm.tna non p'_ 

tdl non jud iC:Ire, efTe longe 
credih;!im, quod eadem 
confhnriffima volunrJs, a 
ella hominiblls o:m:m ef1 
elfe. pariter mJI/e, ipfos 
p·'rro effe & vJ1cre, hoc ell, 
conferv<lri & felicirlte (ru:, 
qUJ m illo deriJrbari de {h· 
CIl, i:J qun ipfos coJjOCJ
vir. - Sic fcillicet e'Vo/lin
t;;te cl'e.nr<1i, cognoicirllr'Vo
["I1:.u c~n!el v.ln.ii wend 1c]; 
homine~. Ex hac ;Jure in in
nmefcir ob/ig:ttlO, Qua reDe
mur ad inferviendum eidem 
vo1l1Otari nor;e. Cumbt:rf. de 
Leg Na(,p.:rg. 22'7' 

110t but ¥ be the lri~l oj 
God, th2.t all ratlOrlal 
Creatures, whom he lla, 
iW1ued with t},o[c fingubr 
Powers and Faculties, of 
Undcrfi-anding, Liberty 
and Free-Choice, whereby 
they are exalted in Digni. 
ty above the reft of the 
,,\l,r orIel. ; fhould likewife 
imploy thore their extra· 
ordinary Faculties in pre· 
ferving the OrtIer and HI,., 
many of the Creation, and 
not introducing DiJorder 
al1d ConfuJio?! therein. The 

N:'tture indeed and Relations, the Propor, 
tions ann Difproportions, the FitnefTes 
and Fnfitneui:.$ of Things, arc eternal and 
in themfclves abfolntely unalterable; But 
this 15 only upon Suppofitiol1 that the 
Things Exift, anrl that they Exift in fudl 
manner as they at prefent do. Now that 
things ExiH: in fuch manner as they do, or 
that they Exift at all, depends entirely 011 

the Arbitrary Will aud good Pleafilre of 
God: At the fame time therefore, and by 
the [-lme means, t]lat God manifefts it to 
hc his Win that things fhoulJ. Exift, aIlLl 
that they fhould Exifl: ill [ueh manner a5 
they do; (as by Crratiug them he 2t flrft 
oid, 2nd by Prejiwuil1g them he Hill conti
nua1hr ekes, declare it to l)e his Will they 
{hllUld~) he at the [arne time manifeftly 
dcclare.s, that all fuch moral Obligations. I 

~s are the reflllt of the 1zeccjJary P,'oportio7!S 
(%7I.l 
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aut! Relation of Thi,:;'s, are likewi:e Hi~ 
poJitive 1Yill and Comma1lds. Aml con fc-
qucntly, whoever ac.ts contr2.ry to the 
bcfnre-mentioned RCc1Jon al1d Proportio1t (If 
Ti.Ii11J!S; by dif!Jo1l01CJ'il1,'l. God, by introdltci?:g 
2mjl!jl and lIneqll.·.z Dedillg., alll07:g EqU.7li, by 
tirjf;,oying bi, on'1l Being, or by any wa~.- c'Jr-
fupting, abuji1:g and 11lifrpplyil1g the FlotIi io's 
7!,herelJlitb God bas elldned bim; (as has beu1 
above more largely explained:) is una
voidably guilty of Tranfgre1Eng at the 
fame time the pojiti7'e Will and Comm,l1!d 
of God, which in this manner alfo, is 
{l~fficiel1tly difcovered and made known to An { fr~m 
hIm. t ':r? Tel!_ 

'3. The fame thing may likewife further lcnc,\.-f:~~ 
appear from the fonowing ConfiJeration, /' .zetl·i. ~t 
Whatever tends directly and certainly to IJro- ~~:.;~/! 
mote the Good anel Happinefs of the 'Whole, (j"d .,",[ 

and (as far as is conii:tl:ent with that chief H:'Fri';~/. 
End) to promote alfo the Good and 'Wel- "J, r?~ 
fa~e of every particular rart of the Cre- ~'~:':"'~o 
atlOl1; mUll needs t be 
agreeable to the lFill of 
God; who being infinitely 
Self-filfficient to his own 
Hal'Jl'Jineis, could have no 
other :l\Iotive to create 
Things at all, but only 
that he might communi
cate to tbem his Gooclnefs 
and Hap}1inefs; and who 
confcquently C311not hut 
expect and require, that 
all his Creatures iho111cl ac
cIJrding to their feveral 

t Dubitari nAn ?C'te/l, 
guir: Deu;, qui it..! r.l:url'cm 
rerum cmaium ,ore incm 
conflituit, Ut (.Ilia fioe aCtt
onllm IoUllunan,m ('(lntc:
quellc;.! er15J. ipl\..5 all(~1L)Orc:s , 
fc:citq, Ut ord:nlri.l !',a:c 
ccnreguentia db :ptis rr.t1c ri 
paffi::t, am tlll11ml Cl'm prv
babilitar~ expeaJri; vOlllerit 
hxc ab ii, cL)ntiu<:rH', ,lna:

quam Jd J~::r.dt.'In 1 .. ..iCL·~" 
gerent; aoq, C,1> h,; pr"v'li, 
velur arglmcmi, i,l It:;:lffi 
lJnttinnt: c'(,l,ll,neis de:", m',
n.lrl. C iHIl: t', I . . le L.""6 . ... ''f.~.a. 
pag " , _. ' 
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Refior, feu Cauf.l prirnJ 

rarioDalis, cujus volum;! te 
Jt:5 ita di(ponumur, U[ ho~ 
minibu; fdris evidenru indio 
a:tur, Adu5 guofd.lm ii10flJlll 

rIle m~d ia neceflJrt:Lid £lnem 
ipfisJ ncceffJrium'; Vult ho
mines ad hos Actus obliglri, 
vel hos Attus Imptrat. Jd. 
P.1g· 285· 

at ural 
powers and Faculties, in. 
ileavour to promote the 
fame end. Now that the 
exact obfervance of an thofe 
moral Obligations, whjch 
have bEfore been proved to 
arife necdfarily from the 
Nature and Relations of 
Things; (that is to fay, 1i~ 

1:ing agrec".1)ly to the unalterable Rules 
of Juftice, Righteoufhefs, Equity and 
Truth ;) is the certaineft and direcreft 
means ta promote the Welfare and Hap. 
]?inefs, as wen of every Man in particular, 
both in Body and Mind, as of all Men in 
general confidered with refpecr to Society; 
js fo very manifeft, that even the greateft 
.Enemies of all Religion, who fuppofe it 
to be nothing more than a worldly or 
State-policy, do yet by that very fuppo
:tition confefs thus much concerning it. 
And indeed This, it is not pofIible for any 
one to deny. For the pr2Ctife of 11loral 

Virtlle does t as plainly 
t Pari fane racione (tIC and undeniable tend to 

in Ari!b11ll! ticis or~rationih~lS) the 7\1' tll 1 G d f the 
Dofirm:E Morahs \lenras ~ .J.va ra 00 0 
tuodarur in irnmurabili CO~ World; as any Phyjical Ef
h<lrenrLl ;nrer FeJicirarem fea or Mathematical v·lIth, 
f~mmam <Juam Hominum is naturally confequent to 
'+'?res affegul valenr, & AttU5 h p. . I J • h . 
Benevolemi:.£ univerfalis. Id. t e flnclp es on w 1l.c ~t 
pat.. 23' depends, and from WhlCh It 

is regularly derived: And 
without fuch PraCtice in fome degree, the 
World can never be happy in any tolerable 
mC2.furc : As is filfficiently evident from Mr 
Hobbs's own defcription of the extreme 

miferablc 
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mi[eral)le €ol1cHtion that Men would be in, 
through the Tot~l DefeCt of the .Pra.CtiFe. of 
11l1moral Virtlle, ]f they were to hve 111 fJ-·at 
State which He ftiles (falfdy and contrary 
to all rearon, as has been before fully pro-
ved,) the State of J).,Tatllre; but which really 
is a State of the groifeft Abufe and moil: 
unnatural corruption and mifapplicativn 
of Men's natural. Faculties, that c?n be 
ima ined. For fiIice God has plainly fo 
con ituted the nature of Man, that they 
ftand continually in need of each Iilthers 
Help and Airdhince~ and can never live 
roH:fortably without Society ard mutual 
Friend£bip, and are encluerl with the Fa
culties of Rea[on and Speech, and with 
Gther natural Powt:rs, evidently fitterl to 
enable them to ailift each other- in all mat-
ters of Life, and mutually to promote 
lll1iverfal Love and Happinefs; 'tis ma
nifeftly agreeahle to nature, and to the 
Will of God who gave them thefe Facul-
ties, that they £bould employ them wholly 
to this regular and good End: .Ann. C011-

ft'quently, 'tis on the contrary evirlent 
likewife, th2t all Abufe and lvGfal)pli
cation of thefe Faculties, to hurt and de
ftroy, to cheat and dtfrautl, to oppn.fs, 
infult, amI domineer over each other; 
is direCtly contrary both to the dictates 
of Nature anel to the Trill of God; who, 
neceiTarily doing always what is Bert and 
Fitteft and moft for the benefit of r;:e 
whole Creation, 'ti:; IT'anifdt cannot wiil 
the corruption anel deftrndlon of an:- of 
his Creatures; allY otherwife th::'.11 a" his 

Prcf~n'ing 



The E~idencef 0 atural 
Pre[t'rvin~ their natural Faculties, (which 
jn themfelves are good and excellent, but 
cannot but be capable of being abufcd and 
mifapplied,) neceifarily implies a conre
tJuen tial Permiffiol1 of fuch Corruption. 

And This now, is the great Aggrava. 
tion Qf the Sin and Folly of all Immo. 
rality; that it is an obftinate [etting up 
the Self-Will of frail, finite, and fallible 
Cre.a t ures ; as in Oppofi tion to the eternal 
RecrJo11 of Things, the unprejudiced JJldg. 
mem: of their own Minds, and the general 
Good Clud lYelfare both of Themfelves and 
their Fellow-creatures; fo alfo in 01'1'0-
litioll to the Will of the Supreme Autbor 
Clud O'eator of all Things, who gave them 
their Beings and all the Powers and Fa
culties they are endued with: In Q~)pO
fit ion to the TYill of the All-wife Preferver 
{md GIJVC7'1toJ" of the Univcrfe, on whofe 
gracious Protection they depend every 
mornen t for the prefervation and conti
nuance of their Beings: Ani in Oppofition 
to the Will of their greateft Bellcj:l[for, 
to whofe Bounty they wholly owe what
t. vcr they· enjoy at prefent, and all the Hopes 
of what they expect hereafter. This is 
the highdr of aU Aggrav?tions ; The ut
moft Ullre,tjol1ablenejS, joyned with obfti
nate Difohedic1Zce and with the greateft 1114 
~r.1titude. 

IfI. Tho11gh tb~ [orc-11lf!1tti01zca etcnurl Mo
r.ll OMi,f{Cttio1ts, are i1tcllmbcnt indeed 011 all 
r •• timzaZ (reatures, a1/tec:edc7Tt to <111) rf Jpcct 

of 



, , , and Rc<vealed Religion, 
of particl11ar Reward or PnnijlmzclIt; yet they 

i111lufi certainly ana lIcceJJarily be attendd witb 
! lRewards and Punifhments; BecClIlJe the 
: !fomt Reafons, which prove God bimftlf to be 
'neceffarily Jnft and Good; and the Rules of :fll
jlice, Equity and Goodnejs, to be his 1!lwZlera!.l~ 
'}Yill, Law and Command, to all cre;lted Bt!
'illgs ; prolle alJo that he cannot but be plea
'fed with and approve fitch Creatures elf imi
t,lte and 6bey him by obJervil1g thoJe Rules, .wl 
'(,e difpleafed with ]ilch as act contrary 
thereto; altd conJeqllcntly t bat be can1lot but 
fame way or other, make a fuitable Difterence 
i,t his dealings with tbem; and l1ul7lifeJl bi~ 
Silpreme Power and abfolnte Azttbority, ilZ 
jil1ally Jnpportil1g, maintaining, and 'vindiw
ring effeflu;dly the honour of theft bi.l Diviuc 
Laws; as becomes tbe :fllJl alld Rigbteous Gaver
nol1r and DiJpoJer of all Things, 

This Propofition alfo is in a manner Self
eviclen t. 

For 1ft, if God is himfclf necefT:.1.rily Th.t k 
a ~eing (as has been b~fore {hown) ?f in- p;·::Et[ce of 
fil11te Goodnefs, J ufhce and Hohnefs: I'in/le or 

And if the fame Reafons which prove the J ',a muff 

Neceility of thefe Attributes in God him-!~ .tff:;d
felf, prove moreo,'er (as has likewife been R..e,;;;t. 
~own already,) that the fame Moral Ob- ,,~,i PI{

lIgations muft needs be his pofitiye Will, n:~~~~nts, 
, Law and Commann, to all Tation~l Crea- /,.;>r the 

turcs; It follows alfL) neceffanlr, b,- A:trib<tteos 
the very fame Argun-lcnt tbat He ca11- of God, , , 
not but be Plc,!fed 1Pith and .Appro,;t" fuch 
Creatures, 2S imitate ani obey him by 
o~fenring thofe Rules; aml be DiJple.ifed 
'Mth fuch, as :.let coutrary thereto. And 

if 
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if fc); then in the Nature of the thing it 
fdf it is evident, that having abf)iu 
P< .wcr al,d U11C011 trolllable .Authority, 
being Supreme Governour and Difpofer 
all Things, He cannot but Signify, by f nIt 

means Oi' other, his' .. Approbation of ttt 
one, anJ his Difpleafiue agaillft the 
ther.. And this, can no way be done 
any effeCtual purpofe, but by the Annu: .. 
ing of rc fiJecrive Rew,lI'ds mtd Plmijhillem;, 
'Vherefore if Virtue go finally u1trelvctl'dL'd, 
and 'Vickednefs zmplf.?lijhed; then God ne· 
ver Signifies his Approbation of the one, 
nor his Difpleafure againft the other; and 
if fo, then there r,ciL.:tins no L fficient 
pro: If, that h:- i; ,~dl1y at all Pleafed 01' 

Difplcaftd w~:> either ~ A:,d the confe .. 
qu::ncc: of T'.2.t, v.rill be, that there is no 
reafi)]1 tr tliink the one to be his If/ill 
and CO'Jl1fZa1td, or that tl:;e ot11c:r is forbid
tie;! 1y him; which b;.:il;g once fup-pofed, 
tJ~ ':rc will no longer remain any certain 
e-,-icien.ce of his own Moral Attl'iolltes. 
Contrary to what Las been already de
mor. ft;:-a tcd. 

2. The Certainty of Rewards and PlI-
Arrel from;n . 1 If". r ] 
the ILea!. 1t1jIJmcnts 111 ge1:er.r., may a LO lomew lat 
jity tbm: othenvife be de·lucecl from their being ne
if, r!ut ceifary to fupport the H01Jollr of God and of 
~~::~i be bi .. Llrn a~~1. Gaver1!ment; in the fo~lowil:g 
[oml! Vin- mannc~. 115 ~utl11fdt 'we are obhg~d In 
diwiOrl of the h1gheft TICS cf Duty and GratItude, 
rhe -!l0;/Qur to pay all po:ilble H:molfr to God, from 
(lL{ God J' d whom we ren i ve our Being, and all our 

aWi an ...... 
Ga,Cdl- Powers and F;,j,Cultles, and whatever elfe 
l1lt:nt. we enjoy: Now 'tis l?hlin likewife, that 

we 
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we have no other way to Hon01lr God, (whore 
lfappinefs is capable of no Addition from 
any thing that any of his Crcatnres are 
capable of doing,) than by H0l1ouri1:g, that 
is, by Obeying, his Laws: The Honaw' 
therefore that is thus done to hi~ Laws, 
God is pleafed to accept as done immedi-
,1uly to bimJelf: And though we were in-
deed abfolutely obliged in DUly to hon-

-our him in this manner, notwithftand
ing that there had been no Reward 
to be expeaed thereupon; yet it is ne
ceffary in the Government uf the \Vorld, 
and well-becomiug an infinitd)T wife and 
good Covernour, that thoJe 1,,1)') Honour I Sam. :~ 
Him he jhollZd Honollr, that is, ihoCiU dif- 30. 
tingnifh them with fuitable Ii arks of his 
Favour. 011 the contrary: Though no-
thing that weak and finite Creatures are 
able to do, can in the leaft dimilJiJh from 
the abfolute Glory and Harpil~cfs of God; 
yet, as to Us, the difiynouring, that is~ 
the difobeying his Laws, lS a l1ilbonouring 
of Himfelf; that is, 'tis, as mUC;1 as in 
Us lies, a defpiflng ;,is fupremc AutLorirY7 
and bringil~g his G:wcmmt"nt illto Con-
tempt. Now the fa:ne rcaron that there 
is, why Honour liwuld be p.lid to the 
Law" of God at all; t 'e fame rea[on tJ~ere 
is, that That Honour fhoull be Vi1diccm:d_ , 
after it has been diu,inithe:l ancl infringed 
by Sin; For no Law-giver who has Authori
ty to require ObedieLce to his L2.WS, can 
or ought to fee his Laws defpifed and. dif
honoured, without taking flJme n ea[ures 
to \~indicate the Honour of them, fur the 

fup-
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fupport and dignity of hIs own Authorih' 
awl Government: And the only way, by 
which the Honour of a Law, or of its Au
thor, can be "\rindicated after it has been 
infringed by wilful Sin, is either by 
Repcl1tmtCe and Reformation of the Tranf. 
greffi)r, or hy his pzmifhme1tt a1td DeJlrzlEfioll: 
S ) that God is neceffarily obliged, in vin. 
dication of the Honour of bis Laws 
Government, to Punifh thofe who pre· 
filmptuou{]y and impenitently difobey llis 
Commandments. Wherefore if there be 

• 

no difl:intl:ion made by fuitable Re'l'ar 

amI PU1tijlJ11Z611tS, between thofe who obey' 
the Laws of God, and thofe who obey 
them not; then God fuffers the Authority 
ef his Laws to be finally trampled upon 
and defpiH:d without ever makillg any 
Vinrlication of it. "'''"hich being impoiL
hIe; it will follow that thefe things are 
not really the Laws of God, and that he 
has no fuch regard to them as we imagin; 
And the confequence bf this, muft needs 
be the denial of his Moral "Attrilutes; Con
trary, as before, to what has been already 
l'rov~d. And confequently the Certainty 
of RellhYJ'as and PlIl1iJhments in general, IS 

necemtrily eftabliIhed. 

IY. Tbolfgb, i·1t order to ejlabliJh this Juita· 
ble Difference between the Fnlits 01' Effe8s of 
Vinne and Vice, fa reafmlable in itfelf, mId 
f? ab folZltely 1fece.ffary for tbe Villdicati01! of 
tbe H0l101lr of God; the ]Ilatlll'e of Thwgs, 
and the COl1j1iwtio1Z mtd Order of God's Crea
tio1t~ W,lS origil1ally Jllch, tb'lt tbe obftrvallce 

. of 
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oj" the eternal l!-ules of •. 1 11jlice, Equity _Clud 
- joodlleft, dot's mdeed of Itfilf teud by dlreEt 

-~'IN;Y; and the coutrary raflift, to 7ll.:ike 
them llIiF/\1ble; Yet ]ince, t Jro'UJ!,b fume g eat 
klld gCller.!l Corruption aud Dcp'-uv,!ti01!, 
(n)be~/{.:efoev~r Th::t 11l:1Y b.17.'c arifo71J) tbe 
_COl/drtzon of l11en 11l tIns preJ:nt StClte zs fll!.'b, 
tb.lt tbe natzcr.l1 Order of tbi1!gs in tbis If/orId 
i, i11 event 11la1lifiJlly perverted, and VirtJle 
ema Good1left are lJijibly prevemed iu great 
?1I"lflll e fro1JL obtaining tbeir proper and dm: 
'tjFfls in eJlabliJbing Mens H.:cppil1eJs propor
tiol1able to tl,ei,. Behaviour (Cud Praaift ~ 
TIJcnforc it is ab foll/tely in:pojjibZe, that the 
1l'bole View and Intention, the _ vriginctl <1]uZ 
tbe ji1t.l1 Dcjign, of God's cre,ltil1g filch 7".1ti. 
,,(m,ll Beings as 111m are, Clnd placing tbcm 01t 
:'tbis Globe of E(lI'th, as tbe chitf and prillr:i.., 
pal, or indeed (to /peak more roperly) tb~ 
oJ/ly I1lbabita11ts, for whoJe fa '/1 alo11e tbis 
1',1rt at lc,ljl of tbe Creation is manifr/lly fit
ted up aud accommodated; It is abfolutel'j 
impoJjible (I fay) th'lt tbe whole of God'5 Dr', 
Jign in all this, }hol/Zd be l1othil1g more t1nl1 to 
ket'p up eternally a Sl/ccc/jion of filch jbort· 
lived Generations of 111el1, M we at prefim 
arc:, aud thoJe in JlIch a COl"' lift, (Ollfllfod 

and diJorderly State of Toillp, ,n we pc the 
lrorlJ is now in; witbont any dll/7 o/j"eJ"7'.1tioll; 
of the eternal Rldes of good and Evil; wirh
alit any clear a'td remarkahle E'Jfed, of tbe 
great and 1110fl nec~O;1ry D~fre"olcr: of 1 i)illg~ ; 
mzd witboJlt any final Vindication of tbe Ho-
710n,. and Laws of God ill the proportio71.1bh 
Rewaj-d of the beft, or P1111iji:111lf11t of tbc 1l'01}1 
of Me1:: A#d cOl1Jeqll~'lltlJ it is ccrtai?z ,md 

U 
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11ccr.!Jary, (CVell (!.f ccrt,lill as tlJe morc71 AUri. 
blltc.~ of God before de1Jvmjlrated,) th~lt i7ljl'\1,; 
of th cc Jlt h11li71g an et crllal SllccCjjiu1Z of II:';; 

r:;"7!,'r,rtl:;m h! the preji:l1t FG'rm and State ,/ 
7i .. iJl,r,i, tbere 1111tJl at fome time or otber /: 

J:fI b a Rc,'olutioll mId Re1107h1ti rm of Ti,ili;;' 
Iu,.h II Future State of e:r;ijfel1ce of tbe fm: 
PerJom, ,15 tb.lt by an exdl diflrilJllti'J11 ,,! 
R,'lv,lnls mId PZl1lZf!mzcllt.v t bereill, all t be pro:. 

fClIt djJurJrn al1d il1equ.rlitie.I' 171 a)' be fit rig!;:. 
,wd tb,1t tbe 1I-,bole Scheme of Pro1'ide7ile, 
11'bicb to Uv who judge of it by ouly one fm,l!! 
portion of it, foems 11011.' Jo inexplicable m:,! 
t (li!fllJed; may appear at its couJummation, t, 
be ,1 dcfi81t 1?'ortby of illfil1ite 7YiJdom, JlIjlic: 
(md Goodmjs. 

1iJ.!f ac- T. In order to eftahlifh a jufl: and fujt::. 
m.ii"g f~ ble Difference between the re11)eCtive Fruit~ 
rl.'" mg,in.d or Eft-eels of Virtue and Vice; the Nature 
('Olll];//lti- f 'I'] . d J C ft·· 1 0 a',l1f :billg., 0 ll~lgs, 2;1 t le . on ItntlOn a.n:. r· 
Virtu!? .lId der ot God s CreatlOrl, was oflgmal1:: 
t 'i"'e .ne filch, that the Obfervance of the eterml 
,zt,r,~'h{~d Rules of Piety, Juftice, Equity, Good· 
~;I:::/~:'_ neis and Temperance, does of it felf 
)LtrJs ,ad pIa i n 1 y tC1ld by dirdl mlll 1!L1tllr,d CouI' 
?lfl1i/f.J- qllCJtCt~, to make all Creaturcs happy; aUG 
m~nfs. the contrary PraCtice, to make them mife· 

fable. This is cyidcllt in general; l'ccaui~ 
the practil'e of uuiFerf:d Virtue, is (in 
imit:;;: ir)1 of the ni\"inc Goodncfs) t11C 

rn:dicc of tl1at which is Btjl in the 1V·bolc; 
... 11'.1 lk!t \vhich tCl1(ls to the benefit ut the 
1:/mlt', lllUft of llccelIary cOllfcqucl1C\.', 
rJ'i.~i1,',dt.v mltl iu its 07l'7l ]\l,~tl{J c, tcnd aIf,· 
10 tl,c iV'nefit of C\'CI \' incE\cilhul P,rrt pf 
t ~,(' Crlatinn. J\](Jre i1articLlbrly; A fn-
1;."71c}J1 ,l1:d !J •• ~illl.?1 ~.(J11tcmpl,lth"i!, t:,e illi111irc-
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ly excellent PeljeCliol1s of the All-mig1:ty 
Creator, and All-w:[e GoYen,Ollr (:[ the 
'World, anJ our moft bountiflll BenefaCtor; 
fo as to excite in our :Minns a fLli:able 
Adoratirll1, Lm:e, and Imitation (;f thrJfc; 
Perfections: A 1'fgUL17' imployi;'g all (,ur 
Powers and F,ulllcie<;, in [uch cergl~s and 
to fuch purpofes only, as the',,~ wef~ ori
ginally fitted and intendecl for b'" 1'\ a
tufe: And a dlle fu!jec7i11g all our Appetite; 
(tJld P.tjJiO'l1S, to the Go\-ernmt:::l1t of [r)hcr 
and morleft Reafol1: An: eVi(~elltl \~ tr.e 
direCteft means to obtain fllCh pttlel P".!Ce 
and folid S.:ttisj'.1crion of Mind, 2S is the £lrft 
Foundation, and the Pril1cip~tl ;:lTln moft 
l1eceffary Ingredient of all true Harpi.ne[". 
The tempe~'ate and'i1Zoder,1te enjoymom of all 
the good things of this preLnt 'W orU, and 
cf the pleafures of Life, according to the 
mea[ures of right Reafon and :Hmple Na
ture; is plainly and confeffedly the cer
taineft 2.ncl moft diredeft l\let;lOJ, to pre
fen-e the, He.:zltb and Strel1.~tb of tbe B'Jdy. 
And the pradifc of univerf:tl Jlljfice, Equi
ty and Bene?Joience; is man ife ftl :- (as h3.5 

been before obferved) as direct and ad~~ 
quate a means to promote the .cc1!f7'.~l 7rell
fare "111d H_Ippi':ef' of ,jvf~n in Soci:'ty, ?s any 
Phrfical Motion, or Geometrical Opera~ 
tio-n, is to produce its natural EfE:'d. :::::0 
that -if all lVlen were truly Yirmous, and 
practifed thefe Rules in fuch manner, that 
the 1Eferies and C:J.hmities ariftng uenall.," 
from the numberlds FLll1ies and Yices of 
lV1en, were l")revented; undoubtedly this 
great Truth wouM ,eyidence it [elf vifibly 
jn Faa:, anci appear experimer;,t~illr in the 

lJ :: happy 
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happy State and COlldition of the Wor1d, 
Oil the contrarv: Ni.'gZeEl of God, and 
InCenfihlcncCs of our Relation ana Dut·.· 
tmnlr ls 11 im; A/my a1fd lI1t11atur,rl mij.rppli
cati07!, of tbe P01vers a71d Facnlties of (Jl!l 

lVrind~; [uordillate Appetites, and Zl1tfJI·idlc.! 
aud furiolls P~flio1tS; necdraTiJy fill the 
t11htd with C01rfuJion, Trouble, al1d Vexation: 
And [lItemperal1ce, naturally brings Ireill,
?leJI, Rlills, al1d Shbl~!Jes into the B~J· 
_Allcl mutual btjuJlice and Jniquity; Fr,71t.1, 
T ~iole1lCe crud Opprejjiol1; 71r;.1Fs, ewd Dtj(,
Lni(l71s; 111urden, Rapine, al1d all killds cf 
llU(lty ; are fufficiently plain caufes of the 
. .Hi/erit's and Calamities of Men in Society. 
So tJ1at the original Conftitut.ioJ1, Order 
alld Telldellcy of Things, is eviiently e
nough fitted and de:fignt;d, to eftabliili 11,1t1l-

1',1I1y a juft and fuitable Ditrerence in general 
between Virtue ancI Vice, by their refpeCtin 
Fruits or Effects. 

BI4t tb.lt :2. But tho' original1y the Conftitutjol1 
,,~.v ill tbh and Order of God's Creation '\-as indee,{ 
Jr.·/ent fuch, that Virtue and Vice are by the 
World the 1 'T' d f TJ - J: 11 d . J 1I_1tIl7;/ regu ar .I. 01 C11CY 0 ll!lgs, . 10 owe WIt 1 

Order of natural Rewards and Punliliments: Yet 
tb;ngfi.r (1 i71 E7'e11t, through fome great and general 
ra1Je.'~~d, Corruption and Depravation, (whencefo-
r/;:It ~ ["~ 'l'h h or: f J.' 1 
eft~n .rhl:- cncr at may ave:: ~rlleIl, _ 0 'Ill 'JU·? 11101"': 

Ti(1:~i in hc.' c,rftcl' ;) the COl1ChtlOll at Men 111 the 
gre.a pi - pr<.[;:l1t State :is plainly fneh, that this natu· 
!Jvpr:rtltJ'fa'/~1 ral Order of things in the 'Vorld is m:mi-

/IUe.l/J ~ 

IInd~r tbe fdll Y perverted; Y trtue and Goodnc[s are 
gn:rtt'!'. viiibi y prevcn teel ill great me?[ure from 
!:111:1II;,/:/(S obt~illjng their pwper and due ErreCt, in 
4 LlJt- cftabliihing lvIens Happinefs l'roportioll~.blc 

to their Behaviour ;tnd IJ ractifc; and 
Wickednefs 
-



. and Revealed Rel(e:lon . 133 
'\Vic1cednefs and Vice very freqlH..'rl'l." 
cC,ape t:1C Puniibment, 'which the ;encral 
nature and ditpofiti(1l1 of Th illS" tdrd_, tr) 

annex Ul1to it. \ViCK<:d Nfen, b_\' StLlpiJi
ty, Inconfidcraterlefs? and fenfilal, Pka
fLlfe, often make {hlft to filence cc r('
proaches of Confci(.ncC':, and fel I "el :,
little of that c(ll1fufi()l1 and remorC: ('of 
l\'linu, which 0'Jg1t natura1ly to be conL
quent upon thci r ,-i tious Pra-.::1i (.:s. :B .... 
accidental S[lcllgrh ~mci. Robuftnef" r,t 
Conftitution; the,:" frequently elc'are the 
I1atur~l ill confequcl1ces of IntC:11pCl'anCe 
and Debauchery: and enju::,r the: Clme 
l'roportion of Health and Vigour, a~ t~ole 
who live U~) to the Rnles of itrid ~ud Ul1-

bhmeable Sohriety. And bjLiiricc a rd. 
Iniquity, Fraud, Violence and Crueln-, 
though they are alway's attendxll ljhle~J. 
wi6 fuffi~'ientl ': calamitous confeq'.:el1L·C$ . -
m tbe ge~leNtl; Yet the molt of t:1cle c\'il 
confequellces [:;;11 not alwa)"s uron fuC'h 
pe1'fo11s in p,1rticul.v·, as have the grc~1 tefr 
ihare i11 the guilt of the Crimes, but \-C1"\" 

commonly all the,[e t;-.2t kn-e the It":1il. 
• 

On the contrary: Virtue antI Piet\~, T cn;-
pcrance and Sobrien-, Falthfulnct-:;, Ho
nefty ariel Charity ~ -tl-'L'ug~1 the:: :,:tve li:
c1ee.l hut:' in themCeb.;es '[he trne ~~:'ri.~;:;s 
of Happinc[s, an.l alro the greatc:E 1','01,';
bilities of outward Caufes to Cl,;:,'~!r ill 

promoting their temporal Prc(l'L':'j t:- ; 
though they C~!l1not i!ldec:d be prl'l,'~ <1,,-.1 
from afEmling a ~bn the hig;:1dr Pea,'c 
:mcl S:l.tisfadion lIt' :-rir:t. :lllll n:~l1\" ntiLer 
a.l:-anLlgcs hoth l,f B\.1I1y ~1il.t ~i inl in 
rCil)ed llf hi~ uwn l'·.l.rti,·ubr rer!~_",: Yet 

1 - . 
~ ~ !~ 



The E'Videl1ces 0 Natural 
1n rcfpccr of t}](Jr· ArlvziI1t; ges which tJ1C 
mutual P·aCtife of facial Yir lIes ought t() 

proJuce ill common, it is in expc:riulCl; 
[(JlllIa trne, that the Vices of a great part 
of ldankind ao fo far pn:vail againft Na
ture anJ Reafcm, as frequently to opprc:f<; 
the: Yirtue of the Beft; and not only hill
cler them from enjoying thofe publick Be
ll'::fi.ts, which ,,,,ou~d Ijaturally and regu
Jarly be the confcquences of their Y irtue ; 
but oL-times bring upon them the greatcfi 
temporal Calamities, even for the fake of 
that verv Virtue. For it is 1mt t(,)O well 
lwown, - that Good Ivlen are v{:ry often 
affliCted and imroverifbed, aud made 
a prey to t11C Coyetau[ne[~ and Am
bition (',f the "'.Vicked; and fametimes 
moft cruelly and malicioufly perfecuted, 
even tlp,m the account of their Goad
ne[s it {clf. In all which Affairs, the 
Providence of God feems not verv evi-

• 

dently to interpofe for the Protedion of 
the Righteous. And not only fa; but 
even in Judgments alfo, which feem more I 

lmmecliate1y 10 be inflicrec1 by the Hand of 
Hcavr:n, it frequently fhfters the Righteous 
to be invol veel in the fame Ca lamities 
with the "\Vic1cec1, as they are mixer! to
gether ill BuiineD> and the Affain; of the 
"\V' orld. 

1 
~. "\V}lich things be.ing [0 ; ("'ix. tJ!at there 

Tholt t ~I"Y~-. . I 1 'E l' ffi . I' l' . 
fn,'e there IS P am Y Jl1 V{:~1( no II ne!1t ( Ii 111cbOJl 

m~(1 I1cedJ mark benveen V lrtuc and Y Ice i no pro
be ,I Future rartiomi1)le and ('crUtill Rnvar'l <llllH:'xc(l 
Sf,tte,,{ to the one, nor )Julli llllnCllt to the (,thcr, 
::d".1;~~ in this l'n:.!'e1:t Wed'l:) !\Jlll ),et ir beillg Ill! 

1tij);lJ!~I!L. II f.; 
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kr.~ undeniably certain in the general, ~3 
ll(!s been before !hawn, that if there be a Gr)d, 
(and That Goel bel himfelf a Be:ing rf infi-
nite Juf1:ice and Gaodnefs:. and jt be h'5 
\I,'ill that aU ratiam~l Creatures fhoulri 
imitate his moral PerfC::Ctions; and he 
", cannot but fi:e and take 
notice how ever

J
" Creature Of '[I ') u.; },::.: ,;-dr;~;> 

, .... ~ .. ' (' -r ~, 

behaves itfelf·, and cannot "n~ ':;;.,,0 Wi- cl ~,,-j(5 ,;,,-
01 r .); rl. v t1 r. , G j d. J. ~ :;/

but be accol'di1lg1y pleafed :;-:'W~iI\;.-- I C;; -:, .;:;:r- ~-, 
with fuch as obey his "\\'ill O:7!t''}s u'7;!; ,;:~, r(r. ;ct:!, 

and imitate his Nature, and -,;r!.~={I:'d~=~~·' ~I>n;" 
be difpleafed with fnch as act EI>'c:t.·- '\'-7,,;; f."; t. :'~~:' 

h I b" 7£~V ~~;l r;(:S __ .',, __ :l.Lc; ~:-d-~-;' 
contrary t,.ereta;) t e1l1g s:t~ T SV 7;";11 'i' ., I:' ,:7:t 1, . , , 

,. n .' r ~ ,. ,,, " -" .... ., I 
~".~ ....... ~- , .... 1 .... ' :..to' certain, I fay, that if thefe k'v T 

things be fo; God TIluft needs, ,jIj.;nf~~·';':>~ y",:;;c;p i:, ~"":.: 
in vindication of the Ho- 'T(ll";:E-i~_~,a:;-;~.":7-::~"'.77· 

(.) :;J ~ ~\~'7l' 11 i0 'X.;;-: ~~~.:: J t \. 'tJ 

nour cf his Laws and -l> H rim; ;~ .;.;~;. "H7'i du.,-
Government, jI'?mfy at i-';;Td./ O~ J.~ ,:,~o...u.,ib/ 

f aille time or otbfr this his S~i \' dJy.:t.J-P- J') P:;:<t/ :, 
• J' " <lI Al)IJrobation or Difplea- C;"," ;~~V :-~',7:.',() ,eo; .. ':'P 
o lUJd..7:V cL~"~i:cJ7W ·u..-i~_:-:-~l 

{nre, by making finalh r a .:;<" 1':,,:<; .1.: s?:,.; .;;', 
fuitable Difference hen\'ecn l:. 

thofe who obey him, and 
thofe who obey him l:ot: It follo\\"s una
voirlably, eitl;er that all there ~c·t 1"n5 
which we frame conci.:rning Go,-\, arc fl!J~ ; 
and that there is no Pro\'idcncL', ~il1ll Ullcl 
~ees not, or at leart has no regarll t,) W:lat 
IS done by his Creatures, and (,OliLqllCr'.tly 
the ground of all his own moral ~~ttrjbn,cs 
is taken a'lNa,' anrl en,'ll his Beir,CT it Llt'; • , t') 

or elft! that there mnO: necel1:il'ih' be a 
Filtlrrt? St,1tC of R,';r,lI'.ls ,171.1 PHJli)llt:"~rts ,IIrer 
t~is LiJ~" wherein all the 11reienr dilTIcul
{Ies of Providence iktll be cleared up, l-:-~ 
an <:,xad .md imrarti:ll A,\minittrutio\1 cf 

L~ .).. jllCticC'. 



i " <:5 
:) 

• 

The Eevidences 0 .LVatu'Y' 111 
1I!fticC'. Bllt now, that tll<;'Cc }.'otiollS a,o 
• 

'1i-llC r, that there is~! Gorl, ~!1lcl a ProvjrlC:ll('\. 
and that God is himfe1f a B(ing indued. wit:; 
:111 monl Perfections, ann expeCts and C01r.

mands that all his ratimlal Creature:s {holll,l 
govern?oll their Actions by the fc~me Rulc~; 
has l)ccn l'articularIv al1:1 diftinctly 1inJver! 
21rearly. It is therefore directly Demonftr:.:
ted, that t],crc muft be a Future State of Re. 
wards and runifhmcnts. Let 1l0t thine lJt'.:m 
Ci17IY Si1tl1e1'S; but be thou in tbe fear of tbe Lord 
all the day lO1l.r;:, For Jirrely there i~' a Rell'Md. 
a1fd tbine E;...pr[hetio1Z jhall1!ot be e1/t off, Pruv. 
23· 17 &: 18. 

O! the 4. This Argument is indeed a comnwn 
Sroic.zl 0- one; but it is neverthdefs ftrOl"gly COlI

plnla.
l
! c

r
o,lI duiive and unallfwerable: So that, who-

c"~r n t r'ff:, "C 

L~elf:I.Jfi~ ever :ienies a Future State of Rt:wards and 
cienc.y of Punifhmenls, muft of necdEty by a chain 
~'irfu: to of unavoidable Confequences -be - f()rced to 

~:,.;:~;!s. recur to downright Atheifi11. The only 
middle Opinion that can be invented, is 
that AiTertion of the Stoicks, that Yirtue is 
Sclf-ficfJiGit'l1t to its own Happinefs, and ~ 
full Re'ward to 1t felf in all Cafes, even 
under the grcateft Sufferings tha t can befal 
a i\1an for its fake. Men who were llot 
Certain of a Future State . (though moft of 
them llid indeed believe it highly 111'Oba
ble ;) anJ yet would not give up the Callfe 
of Virtue; had no other way left to cle:'cnd 
it, than by aiferting that it was :in all 
Cafes ann under all Circumftanct:s, abfulute
lv SI'lI-jiIJlic:ieut to its O\vn Happinefs: 
Whereas 011 the contrary, bccaufe it is mani
fdll Y ?Tat St11f-..rl~fJicicllt, - and yet undOli btecl
ly the C2ui"e of Virtue is not to be given ur ; 

thel'e .. 
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and Re'Vealed Religion. 
therefore they ollght fr0m thenc-e to have 
';'lonc1uJert the C.:rtai11ty r,f a Futnre State. 
"That Y irtue is truly 'Wf)I'thy to be c:t()[t!1, 
even merely ff')r its own fake, wit::(Jut 
,an:' refpccr to any recomper,fe or rewad i 

'nmft inrteed necdfetrily be acknovlldged. 
'But it does not frr'ln1 h:l1ce [')Ho\':, t;;at 

He who Dies for the Gtke (;f Virtt1e, is 
really any more H.1rp;;, than he thett dies 
for any fond Opimon or any unreafona
hie Humour or Obfiinacy \\"hatfotver; if 
he has no other Happinefs than t:.e Lare 
SatisfaEtion arifing from the Senfc of his 
rofcllutenefs in llerfiftil'g to -preferve his 
Yirtue, aBd in a:r~cring immoveably to 
\\'hat he judges to be right; and there be 
no Future State wherein he may reap any 
Benefit ('of that h1s refolute per[everance. 
On the contrar;', it \\:ill onl)' follow, that 
God, has made V irt ue nece:1Taril y amia He, 
ani fuch as 1-Ien's Judgmt.:nt and Confci
Ence can never but choofe; and :~et that 
he has not annexed t\J it anv fuffi,ient 
incouragement, to fLlpport ?-.Ien" effedllally 
in that Choice. Er","e indeed and a,lmi
rable 'were the Things w\ich fame of the 
Philofophers have i~tiJ upon this ~ubjctt; 
and which fome Yt:ry feW extr:l.of(~inar)
Men (of which Regulus is a rerr:arkable 
Inftance) feem to ha\"e made gr"(l,l in 
their PraCtife, eVen b~yond the CO!11n'Oli 

Abilities of humane Nature: But 'tis V':r'." 

plain (as I before hinted) that the ge!:er~ll 
Prac.tife of Virtue in the ""\lrld, can ne
ver be fuprllrted upon this Foot; It be
ing indeed neitht:r r01\lble nor tf'..l' Y -
rea[on;l ble, tha t ~lcn by a~lheriDg ~o Y: r-

tue 



• 

Cfhe Eq,lidences of at ural 
tue fhould part with their 
Lives~ if ~ thereby they 
eternally deprived them
felves of all poHibility of· 
receiving any Advantage 
from that adherence. Vir-

tue, 'tis true, in its proper Seat, and with 
a~l lits full EffeCts and C011fequences un
hU1Lred; muft be confeifed to be the cbief 
Gnod; as being truly the Enjoyment, as 
well as the Imitation of God: But, as the 

t Practife of it is circum-
t rorro ipfa Virrus, cum ftantiated in this preft:nt 

fibi bonorum culmen vend j. World, ani in the prefellt 
eec hum.lnorum, quid hie State of things; 'tis plall1 
agi t nif! per peru a bella cum • • 1f J 
vitiis; nee exrerioribus, fed It IS not it fe the C lie[ 
imerioribus; nee alien is, ted Good, but only the 111e.1iI.i 
plane noftris & proprii£. to it; as Running in a 
---Abfir ergo, ur quam- R - . r: 1f h 
diu in hoc bello intdbno ace, IS not Itole t. e 
fumus, jam nos be,ztifudi- Prize, ])ut the way to ob-

• • 
Tlem, ad quam vincendo vo- tallllt. 
Jumus pervenire, adeptos efie .. 
cred.lmus. AUglilfill. de Civitate Del, lIb. 19' c. 4· . 

Non enim vinus ipfa efl: Summum BOII~lm, fed c:ffeltrn{ & mater 
eft fummi bani; guolliam pcrvenlri ad lHud fine VirtUte non paten, 
La{lant. lib. 3' 

From 'j. 'Tis therefore abfolute1y impoffible, 
whellC.~ the that the whole View and Intention, the 
Cert",mty •• 1 d 1 fj 1 D fi f G .1' of a Future 0~lg1l1a an t ~e na .e Ign 0 0'-1 S crea-
St ... te is tmg fuch ratIOnal Be1l1gs as Men are; 
ag.;il! (011- endued with [nch noble Faculties, and fo 
cltided. neceifarily confcious of tlH:: eternal and 

unchangeable Differences of Good and 
Evil: 'Tis abfolutely impol1ihle (1 fay) 
that the whole Defign of an infinitely Wife 
and Juft and Good God, in an this, fhould 

be 



and Req;ealed Religion. I 39 
he nothing more than to keep up eternally 
a Succeilion of new Generations of Ivlen; 
:ll1d thore in fuch a corrupt, CO 11 fLl fed, and 
di{(lrderly State of Things, as we fcc the 
prefent World is in; without any due and 
,regular Obfervatioll, of the eternal Rules 
of Gooa and Evil; without any clear 2nd 
rcularkable Eftect, of the great and moft 
necdfary DifFerences of things; without 
any fufficieflt Difcrimination of Virtue and 
Vice, by their proper and refpeCtive Fruits; 
and without any final Vindication of the 
Honour and Laws of God, in the propor
tionable Reward of the Beft, or Punifh
ment of the \Voril of Men. And confe
quently it is certain and necerrary, (even 

, as certain as the moral Attributes of God . 
before demonftrated,) '[hat infteacl of the 
(untinuing an eternal Succeffion of new 
Generations in the prefent Form and State 

. of Things, there muft at fame time or 
other be fuch a Revolution and Renovati
on of Things, filch a FlItllre $tate of ex
iftenct:: of the fame Perfons, as that by an 
exaCt diftribution of Rewards and Punifh
ments therein, all the prefent DiDJrders 
and Inequalities may be fet right; and that 
the whole Scheme of Providence, which to 
Us who judge of it by only one fmall 
Portion of it, feems now fo inexplicable 
and much confufed; may appear at its 
Con[ummation, to be a defign worthy of 
infini:. e WifJom, J uftice and Goodnef:>. 
Without this, An -Y- comes * Ira fir, ut Ii ab iH.! re
to Nothing, If this Scheme rum Summ.t, quam fllpt::ri
l)c once broken· there js U5 campi t:ht:nd imll;" abcl ra· , '. .. 
ltO .. Tuftice, 110 Goodnefs, verts; cmm~ raoo illrt:ftJ!:, 

& ad n~b"um omnia rever-
tantur. L"tltZllt. lib. 7. 

l~') 
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The EevidenceS' 0 atural 
no Order, 110 Reafon, nor any thing Upr.n 

which any Argument in mor~l Mut
ters can be founded, left in the ·W()rH. 
Nay·, eVr:'l1 though we fh.mld fet alide all 
ccnfideration of the Moral Attributes I1f 
Goel. and confider only his :Natural Perfe
di0l1S, his infinite J{Il(Jwledge and Wif
dam, as Framer and Builder of the World: 
it \\"01Ild eren in That View only, appea~ 
:infinitely improbable, tJ,at God fhc.ull! 
have ,rea ten fnch Beings as Men are, and 
indued them with fuch excellent Faculties, 
and placed them on this Globe of Eart]l, 
as the only Inhabitants for whofe fake thi3 
part at leaft of the Creation is manifeftl), 
:fitted up and accommodated; ann all this 

t Non enim remere, nee withuut any further De
forwiro 1dri & creari fumlls; fign, than -t only for the 
fed profe~lo fuir qu<edaJll Vif, maintaining a perpetual 
qua': generi 90 0fukrer huma- Succefl"Lon of fuch iliort
no, nec id gignercc aue afe-
ret, quod cum exanr :Ivilfer lived Generations of Mor
cmneslabores,tum inciderer tals? as we at prefent are; 
10 morris mollum 1cmpirer- to live in the utmofl: COll

num. Cic. Til/C. Q.!1I?jf. /Th. I. fulion and diforder for a 

very few Years, and then Periih eternally 

,.. Si fine c:Iufi grgllrmur ; 
ii in hrminibu5 procreandis 
providtl1[!J nulla verfarur 
ti cafu nabirme~ip(js 2C vo: 
lupraris nofir<.r gracia nafci. 
mUf ; fi nihil paf1 morrem 
fumus : quid pace rt elfc: cam 
r~l'el"v.tcJll!m, tJ m in. me, r:lm 
"U,/1Jlltn, quam humJna res en, 
quam mund us i pte! L.ltillnf. 
rb .J • 7. 

into Nothing. What Of. can 
be imagined more vain and 
empty? what more ab
furd? what more voi,l of 
an Marks of 1VifJom, than 
the Fabrick of the ·World, 
and the Creation of Man
lind, upon this Suppofiti
on? But thell? tah: in ali~) 
the Confideration of the 
.If'fo' .. 11 Attrihutes of God, 

• 

~l1J it amounts (as I have i:iiJ) to a com-
r 1eat 
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nleat Demonftration, that there muft be a 
fi:tzrre StaU. 

• 

6. It maY htre at Erft fight feem to be Why th~ 
a very fiiange thing, th~tt through the ~::(~i~m ~f 

f
T' h . lJ 0:< I r ,,~t 

whole Syfte:11 (J ~ature, . 111 .t e m.lterhrl, /0 cle 1)"1) 

in the Z11{/1lZ1II.1te, III the zrratlOllal part of .m" pI.lin!:, 
the Creation, nfJ Y fi71tle thing fhould !:~n in hi,-
h .. r If r .1 r b' r c,r,1.ern-.ave 111 It H; 1<J maIlY anr.. to 0 VlOUS, J.O m.:nt oltre 
evident anci undeJ)~ahle marks, of the :JrloT.JI, .;s 

infinitdy accurate Skill and 'Wifdom of in (h~ j-o',<

their Almighty Creatur; that from the b~ic~oflhe 
b . 1 ft S '. h F' f H f.:i.ltural ng Ite • tar In t e lrmament 0 ea- World. 
ven, to the mcaneft Pcbbte upon the Face 
of the Earth, there is no one piece of Mat-
ter which does not afforcl fuch infbnces of 
admirable Artifice and exad Prop ~rtiol1 
and Contri"vance, as exceeds an the "\'\~it 
of Mall, (I do not fa:l to imitate, but 
eyen) eyer to be able fully to fcarch out 
and comprehend; And yet, that in the 
management of the rat iOl1(tZ m:d mo,.,ll 
World, for the fake of which all the reft 
was creatccl, and is prefen'ed only- to be 
fubfcrvient to it; there {bould not in. many 
Ages be 11lain Evic.lences enongh, either of 
the "\.VifJom, or of the Jufiice and Good-
ner" of God, or of fa much as the inter-
11ofition of his diyine Proyic.1ence at a11, 
to convince l'vlankind clearly and genc-
rallJ of the "Torld's being under his im
mediate~ Care, Infpedion ann Govern-
n.lent. This, I fay, may indeed at firrt 
11gh~ feem very wonderfu1. But if we 
cllll:hder the matter more clarely and at
tcntively, it will appear not to be fo 
firange and a.fi:oniilling, as we are apt to 

• • 
lmagme, 

• 
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imagine. For, as in a great Machine (UI'. 

trivcd by the skill of a confummate ArtiF. . ., 
cc;. fitted up and adjlIfterl with all cot:-
t" l\-;(ble Accuracy for fome very difficu]· 
2 .. 1 deep-projeCted Defign, and p()1iilit~ 
c .. c! fine-wrought in every part of it, wit: 
ClI; mirable nicenefs and dexterity; ,11r 
1. ian w;w faw and examined one or tw:' 

• 

"\"·"heels thereof, could not fail to obferve in 
thore fingle parts of it, the admirable An 
and exact skill of the 'W or k-man:; and yet 
the Excellency of the Enrl or UTe fer 
w:lich the whole was contrived, he wouE 
not at all be able, even tJlOugh he \I"a; 

himf:lf a1fo a skilful Artificer, to difer· 
ver and comprehend, without feeing the 
'Whole fitted up and put together: So 
thoug;l in every l'art of the natnral World, 
coniide:rea even fingle and uncollneCte~, 
the WifJom of the great Creator fufficient· 
ly appears; yet his V/ifc.lom and Jufticc 
and Gooducfs in the Difpofition and Go
vernment of the moral 'Vorld, which nc
cciTarily depends on the Connexio11 and 
IiTue cf the whole Scheme, cannot Ijerhal's 
he ciiftinCtly and fully comprehended by 
any Finite and Created Beings, much lefs 
b,t frail and weak and ihort-lived Mortal~, 
before the Perio1 and Accompliihment of 
crtain great Revolutions_ But 'tis exceed
lngly realonable to believe, that ,IS the 
Gl"cat Difc()veries which by the Diligence 
all·l Sagacity of later Ages have been 
m::ule in Aftronomy and lIll.1tllraZ Philo[,)
p~1 y, have opened furprizing Scenes of the Pow
er and \\.Yjf(lo:n of the Creator, beyond what 
1\;lc11 ('(Julcl Fo1iibly have cOl1ceiv-ed or 

ima~ined 
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imagined in Former Times: fo at the unfold
ing of the whole Scheme of Providence in the 
Conclufiori of this prefent State, Men win 
be furprized with the amazing Manifefrati-

. ons of Juftice and Goodnefs, which will then 

. appear to have run through the whole 
Series of God's Government of the .Jlo)"'ll 
'World. 

This is the chief and greateR Argum~nt~ 
on which the: 1z.1Wral Proof of a Future SLlte 
of Rewards and P1!llzjlmle1Zts, muft princi
pany be founderi. Yet there are alfo 
feveral other collateral Evidences, which 
joyntly confpire to rench:r the fame 
Thing extreamly credible to mere natu
ral Reafon. As 

, 

• 

Ijf. There is very great Rearon, even Of tbeJm-

from t~e bare Nature of the Thing 'it felf, 'J;t;~~l; 
to belIeve the Soul to le Immortal:, Sepa- and tbl? 
rate from all moral Arguments (lrawl1 Mturill 
from the Attributes of Gou; and without hProof>'flt.:e 

C .r:d . f hIS 11 f ave a It; any on11 eratlOll () t e genera • y em a 
the \Vorltl, or of the Univerfal Order 
and Conftitution, ConnexiGn 2.nd Depen-
dencies of Things. The Immortality of 
the Soul, has been commonly believed in 
~ all Ages and in an Pla-
ces, by the 1I1zlearned part . '* Er ,Pri!llUIR gu:dem 0ln
of all civilized People, and 01 An(!qulrar~, &:c. ClC. 

b h I n. 1 Titre. t2.!.I.£jl. lib. l. 
Y tea mOll genera COll-

fellt of all the moft bm'barolls Nations un
der Heaven; from a Tr.rditio 1l fa ancient 
and fa univerfal, as cannot be conceived 
to owe its original either to Chance or to 
vain Imagi112.tion, or to any other Caufe 
than to the Author of Nature Himfelf: 

And 
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And the moLt leanred and thinkil1g part (If' 
Mankind, at all times and in all Ccmn
tries, where the Study of Philofophy h<l', 
been in any m,eafure cultivated, have pret
ty generally agreed, that it is capable of 
a ilIfl: Proof from the abftraCl: conficle:-• 

ration of the 117atllre and Operatio11.l of the 
Soul it [elf. Th?t none of the known 
Qualities of lrIatter can in any poHiblc 
Variation, Divifion, or Compofition, pro
duce Senft and TbollSbt and Reaflm; i~ 
abundantly evident, as has been demon-

t Dano/!- ftrate.:l in the £Jfmer t Difcourfe. That 
firatio~, af M.ttter confifts of innumerable, cliyiiible, 
tbe Being. feparable and for the moil: nart aCtualh-
,/lid Attn- ..' . .1' h -
hI/fa of dlsJoyned Parts; 1S acknowledged -'T all 
GJ:f. See Philofophers. That the P01l-'crs mId Pawl-
11//0 a Let- ties of rbe SouZ, being the mort rer.:ote antI 
'Derdw Ml r diitant from all the kno'wn Properties of 

o we';lJf" h b" ::1 ,. 
~'itb rbe jY.l.lttt"r, tat can e 1magIne ; 11:> at 
1e'l.:er.ll A~l- leail: a putting great violence upon our Rea- I 

jwUS .:Hut ion, to imagine them fuperaclded by Om-
Rt:p:l~j·. . .1 1 r. S bJ-l1Ipotence to one anu t le 12me u t~nce; 

cannot eafily be denied. That 'tis highly 
nnr~afonable and abfurd, to fuppofe th(> 
~oul ma2e up of innumerable Confciouf
nefIes, as Matter is neceifarily marIe up 
of innumerable Parts; and 011 the C\Jl1tra-
1)', that 'tis highly rC6tfonable to believe 
the Fert of Tbortgbt to be? :limple Subftanc<?, 
filCh as cannot naturally be di,-ided and 
crumhled into- Pieces, as all I\{atter is 
mallifdHv filbject to be; 111u{1; of nccef
:1ity be confefiecl. Confeqnently the SOlll 
wlll not he liaL-Ie to be diiTiJh"ed at the <lit: 
1uluriun uf the Body; And therefore it will 

na tur~(ll y 
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n:ttural1y be Immortal. All this feeIns to 
folldw at leaft with the highefl: degree 
of pf(~bahility, from the fingle cohfidcra-
tioll of the Souls being endue(i witl-t Se11ft, 
Tbollgbt or C071fl i9zift1e ft. I ca1t?rot im"rgine, 
faith >(- Cyrlls, in that Speech 

· w;,ich Xenapha1Z relates he 
· macle to his ChiltlH:n a lit
.. tie before his De?th, that 

the Soul while it is ill this 
111Jrt.ll Body, lives; c!1Id that 
whell it is [epal'ated from it, 
tben it jhoZlld die: I cannot 

· JlflJwade my felf, tbat the 
t . Soul, by being [eparated from 
i tbis Body wbicb is devoid of 
t . Seuje, jbfJzlld thereupon be
t come itfelf likl!wiJe devoid of Se1lfe: 0;1 tbe 
t cOl/trary, it flems to me more reafollable to be-
t . li':I,'6, that wben the Alind is fcparated from 

tbe Body~ Then it jhonld become 111 ( jf of aU 
; f'lIfible and intelligellt; '1 hU5 He. But then 

further, if we take alfo into the Confide
ratl0~1 all the higber and nobler F,rc1!lties, Ca
pacities alld 1m rrJ7Jemellts of the Soul; the 
Argument wil ftill become much ftronger. 
I am perfwaded, faith t G-
ara, when I cOllFder with t. Quid rnu~[a ! Sit mihi 

• 

T.,bat Swiftllefs of Th:JJlght perluafi, fie lenc.\O j qUl.!fl 
tl S I' ··d I . l ·h [.lOC.l ceknta~ anlmCr(;m tIt, 

')e 011 1S 111 lie" wIt ') lP. at [~\n"a memoria prxrerirorum. 
a wa1tde;flll Memory of TiJZ1tgS fUt(;fOrUm p.roYidentia, roc 

. peljf, and fore-cajf of T/)illgs arre~. tanca: lcienme, tOt i04 
to come. how many Arts Vema; non poife earn .na'u o 

1 ' S . I 'fJm, qll<f re, eas connONt 
lUW 11la?IJ ClellCeS, .lOW m:my etre mortaiem. Cic. Ii; 
'1/l01ldelflll Invent iuns it h"s Jenel1l1r~. 

:x [011 114 
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.f~,tll1d :'J1l~:, tb!,t T~'lt J.\:'rture, whicb is PrdFj 
lour of J 1/I:b },rdiltu;s, ("{l11l1ot be Mortal. ;\. 

g;tin; 'fbe .il1emory, fait:) J 

he, 7vbirb the SOill ba, "( 'f (jpod &: pr;r"'ri rJ [('
nC~F. ~..: fUtUr"l pr(Jvidcat. 3~ 
cr,Jl1~o'c't; poHle PLl1','<1:1:1 ; 
/;u di,inJ (tIne: Ntc j.:ve
nie[tlr unquam, unde ad ho. 
miw:m venire pcffinr, nifi 
J D~o. Idem Tllje. :..!.!,~). 
lib. I. 

, 
Tl;i7i,~s tbat bane been , aJ:.~ 
it.~ Rrcjight of TlJillgs t !;.!! 
1Fill /JC, (md its large Gm:. 
pl'el)t11J1oil of thillg, that ,1: 
prc.f;ut are; a'rc plainly til. 
Tint! Powers: Not, caU t/;: , 

Jrit of ilf.m ever ii/vent allY W,'lY, by 7vbid 
tbeJC F.tCidtic~ c01dd polJif;Zy come tlJ be i.~ 
l11t'71, Ullt I-y immediate lommlwicatio1Z frei: 

i! Menter.1 haminis quam· 
vis eam non "ideas, ur Dc
um non vidcs; tJrnel~, ut 

Dt:lIll1 agnofCis ex oper i • . , 

bus e;L1s, 'fie ex melTIcr:a 
rcrurn L\: invent1r/n~ &.: C"'-

• 1 Icr;r:He Marus, rmn'q; ru-
chr!;:,ud111C vlrnH~:~ vitTI d 1· 
VlrI:;m Menris agnulcico. Id. 
. , ' { " . . " 

Grd. Again; Tho' we .r 
')tot, faith \I he, the SoztZ r: 
jVLr?l, as indeed neitber an 
1PC able to lee God; Yet,., 
from tbe W'orks of God T.': 

are ceJ'ta;1l of bi, 13ei71
L
'<:; f: 

from tbe Faculties of th 
Soul, its J1.Iemory, its [717.:Ci:· 
tiou, its Swift71efi of Though 
it~ ,)~D!:lC Exerdje of all 17 ir· 

tileS, '"'' (tnI7tot /Jut lc t'o1l'i.'iJiced of its di· 
1·i;i~· 01 il.iil,rl ,md 71,lture, And, fpeaking 
of Ih~ Stl'Cngt;l and :Bcauty of that Argu· 
ment, 1Nhicll frum the wonderful Facul· 
tjes an,1 Caracities nf the Soul, conclude' 
it to be of an Immaterial and Immortal 
l:\ature; Tbo' all tbe ?,'71lgar and little Phi· 

i' L Ieee C{]PC!lrr J 11t ple
;:,,,ii omilC, rli:1ol"phi, (ft.: 
('!.:In ii qui ~ l'l.:Jr;:~t! C.:.. .<.'/'1-

.. 'J I' d T: ('I.' ;" . .:.< .1.) 1 .1 tJi11~ lJ ,~.i" 

10 [.?!'b.'/'S in the World, [.it!! 
t he, (for )0 [ cmmot bur 
u'tll <rll ji'cb, as d~OI!1tt ji o!ll 

(i, '.:, .1l'p~·iI.li1di \,:enrllr:) non ~morlo nihil unquam 
c·: :', liJ:Ollr, f. rl IF' !i'JC (F':ll~m iplLlffi quam fubttlicer 
',' I -" 

tam eTeganrl" 
concluiuUl t': 

1111'- I :~~t' tl t # .I) .~·.'J/.r. 
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~1)1ai'n cmd SI)("fatcs and tho}: fllp'lriM Gc
.nills's,) fbolild. put their H';o~d~ t y,('~7;e}' ; 
!tbry will not ol1ly neuer, while tl;:y ii, ,,, l)e 
:a!Jle to explain ajlY tlJi17g Jf) nCo/tly t111a !'It;-
'Yt11ltly; but even thi~ Argll11Z:lIt it Fif, 
~they will 1lCver h.we 111!aerfi.1~ldi1!g C77{)1lf,IJ flil-
'Zy -to percei7Je and cfJmpre!J[;:d, bow l:·'.lt twa 
:bCtl71tijitl d17d 11r01l!, it i.t, The chi~ f preju-
:dice againft the belief of the Souls niiting 
·thus and living after the Death or the 
. Borly ; 2.nd the Summ e,f an the Clbif'.:ti-
on5 brought againft thi3 Do,:,hillC' hy t:1(:' 

'Epicurean Philo[ophers of old, whQ denied 
. the Immort2.1itv of the Soul; ~nd ])'.' eer-

: . tain Atheiftical Pcr[ons of late W:,0 dif
,fer very little from them in thC:lr manner 

. 'of rea[oning ; is This: >F -' , I' 

T] h ),.!: ~\ 'n1:11:Jr'L:l.1S tl:::. 
.. 

.' lat t ey cannot appre- cura J!1;m Ii dr, 
: . hend how the Soul can E.( !Cr,c:re paten fe:re:.! " 
: . have any SCllJe or PcrCt]1- co~p ~re noftro;, , 

r
l ,tim!, without the Borlv !.iJdll.j; CUt op\l10r) elm 

f,lC:tI'1Gtlm ert r~!:ji:':!S .l'~" 
l wherein evidently are all rt 
l l..l.l r.1 : 

the Org.ll1s of SellJe. But -' At neg; [cc,;um 0-

neither II can they any bet- curi, ~:c. 
h 1 1 . L"c':"r. n:.,. j .. 

! 
ter appre ent Ot' cxp 2.1n Qucd Jmem corpus~n:'r: .• 
how the Soul in the Bod,', per k: qu.!: mJCer!.l:' u:;i 
(that is, the BochT it fdf, co~\tJ(·o ,it? (juomodo "\-

, accordillg to the~r Opini- I'll,:' Judi",,? lllC qui rp",:( ~ 

) 
• qui UIL!; rill; ? JU: aued ti:1c 

on, IS capable of S"Fft or his bonum: J'[,:~ !:':.-. 
Pc'rt'cprion, by means of Nee;, J>d tfl: Cj·.,"!~u.lm 
the Orgims df Senft'. And cur irl.:-:crl,bili; hi, lCllmc-
bdides : This Argnment, rum VldcJ:L!r :nernicJ" nil! 

1 h quod ~CqU(,~HiC :Z:l..t:'iJ" fit .tl;i_ 
t,1at t e Soul can ha\-e no m:/)' 'l·,1U'l, (JlpOle ;.lrel:i"erc: 
Perception, when all the & cC'giwione cJmpre11C~d~_ 
wa;rs of Perception th2t re. (It', r.,.,.', J1..."~Jf. !if!. 1. 

We have at rrefent Llcas of, ~ ~.lfi v.:ro intcl!i.:?,w~ 
'X ' • • r J ..... . .. 2re 
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qualis fir in ipfo co~pore. 
_~-.:.1ihi quidcm narurJm 
animi inrue ai, mulro dif
ficilior oceurric ("ngirario, 
mu'r g; obfcurior. gua/is 
ar.IIllU5 ill cqrl'n(~ fir, quam 
qUJlis Lum exierir. r.t. ibid. 

are rernovd; is exaCtly 
very fame Argument, and 
no other, than what 
lVIan born blind m 
make ufc of with the very 
[arne force, to prove 
none of Us can polli 

have in our prefent Bodies any Percep 
of Light or Colours; as 
have explained more par· 
ticularly in the t former 
Difcourfe. 

+ Demolljlrarion of the Be
ing .1n.-1 Attribults of 6od, 
p./g. 86, rfyc. 

T/)r n.1tll- This conficleration, of the Soul's ap· 
r,!l. credi- pearing in all Reafon to be 1tatllrally . 
~~:;ty S%I'J mortal., afforded great Pleafure and Sz· 
being Im- tis faCtion to the wifd:r and fobereH: Men in 
m.rt.Jl, oj the Heathen World:, as a great SUP.pOrt 
~:e;:f!~f_ under Calamities and Sufferings, efpeClall)' 
fer H;:tt- under fnch as Men brought up<;)l1 
then.. felves by being virtuous; filled them 

with great hopes and comfortable 
tions of what was to corne hereafter; and 
was a mighty incouragemcnt to the pra· 
ctife of all moral Virtue, and particularly 
to take pains in fubo.uing the Body and 
keeping it in [ubjcction to the Reaion of 
the .Mind. FiJjf, it afforded great Plea· 
fure and SatisfaCtion, to the wiCeft and 
foberefl: lvIen in the Heathen \Vorld, from 
the bAre contemplation of the Thing it 

felf. iVO Body, faith >f. Cicero, 
-1- Scd Me nemf) de i,:"- }hall ever dri7'e llie from tbe 

nl~0,~ra~~Jr!cl ,Gbt:Jlelkr. Gic. HJpe of Immortality.- And, t 
j It.· "'-..'£ I. I_ 

t Quod Ii in hac erro, 
qU'1d a!1illlo.~ hcminum imlTIorr.l1cs cITe credam. Iihenrer crro; nee 
mihi hun~' en-orem, quo dddtor, dum viYo, cxcorqueri yolo. IJem 
dr.: /eJT~liJ{fe. 

If 
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If this my Opinion concerni1rg the ImmfJr .. 
'tality of the SonZ, Jboztld at 1,'f,jf prove an 
'Error; yet it is a very delightful Error ~ 
',And I will lIe7Jer JlIjfer 11Iy felf to be ZI11decei
:~,ed in fa pleaJing an Opinioll, as lOllg as I live. 

:':&co1tdly, it was a great Support to them 
"under Calamities and Sufferings, efpeci
'ally under fuch as ~1ell brought upon 

, themfelves by being Virtuous: Th~fo and 
.' the like ContempLltiolls, faith 
• '\I Cicero, h.ld Inch an Ejfefl 
'.llpon Socrates, tlhtt when be 
" was tried for bi,~ Life, he 
i neither defil'ed a7IY Advoc,yte 
i ',to plead bis Gll/ft, 110r made 
[ allY SlIpplic<ltiol1 to bi~ Judges 
! "for Mercy; and 011 t be ,Ie ry 
, . laJl day of bis Life, 11l.lde 
, 'mauy e~cellel1t Difcolllfts lIP
, 'OIl tbis Sll!jCEt; aud a j~T/l 
, . days before, n;ben he b.rd 

Ii "lis 3<: tJFbus addu~llS 
Sacr.!r,.; , nec po(rO i1 um 
gureiivie ad jud ich:m cari
ri~, .nec ;udicibus fupp!c:x 
fuir; & (upremo vitO{' die, 
de hoc ipfo muira diif::ruit; 
& paucis ante diebu~, cum 
facilt: poCler edULi e cdlo
d ia, noluie. . Ira enim 
ct:lliebar, iraq; d ifleruir, d u_ 
a~ elTe: vias, d upliedc]> cur
fus animorum, e corpore 
cl'ceden(ium, &c. lJ. fI,:,. 
~£J!. Lib. 1. 

'.111 opportunity ojf~red him 
: to bave eJcaped Ollt of PriJon, be '1voltld 

not lay bold of it: For tiJ1IS he bdir?,'ed, 
. ' and tlnts be taught; tbt when tbe Souls of 

, ' Men depart Ollt of rheir Bodies, tboy ,ro tn'O 
- -

different w.!y., ; the Virtuolls to a pl.lLe of Hrp
pineff, tbe Wit'ked mId tbc Se11fll.ll to .!l1.iPI'J. 

· Tllz) dly, it filled them with great Hopes, 
anrl comfortable Expectations of \\'h::.t 

· was to come hereaftet: 0 
bappy D.1Y, [::lith -¥- the good 

· old Man in L'icero, whell I 
jlJ.1ll ,1(0 to tl;,zt bl\U'c:d AJJcm
My of Spirits, an,l dep,lJ't 

, out of tbis wicked ':l11d 11liji;
X 3 • , 

• 

• 

• 0 pr:tc!arum diem, 
gU\1m i.1 iliud .lnimorum 
cc;mciliun,l. C uumg; pro!1-
CltCH, & quum ex hlC (;1 r
ba & .-o,hl""·1[le dil.:.:d.:m 1 
I.I,m .1: St:nelf. 

uny 
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,-ably ('Ol1fllfcd 1roJ'lcl.1 LClflly, It wa~ a 
mighty illconragemcnt to the praCtife of 
all mor~!l V irtue, and particnlarly to take 
rains in iilbduil-g the BodT and. keeping i[ 
in fubjeCtion to the Reaul11 of the Mint!: 

cnci up 

ire ougbt to Jpare '10 Paills, 
[lith t Pl.rto, tQ obtain tbe 
Habit of Virtue and lYijdo11l 
in t bi~ Life; fer the Prize 
:s noble, a1ld tbe Hope is 'vel) 

great. Again; having reck· 
the temporal Aclrantages of Y ir· 

tue in the l)re[ent WorU, 
he adds; \1 But we ba1!e "01 

yet melltioned tbe greatejl (111.1 

chiefefl RewaJ'd.~, wbicb em 
propofi'd to Virtlle ; Fo}' 
what can be truly great, ill 
fJ fllhlZl Ll proportirJu of Time i 
the ,vhole Age of tbe loug"fl 
Li7.Irr in this Ollr preje';t 
?llcu71Jidcrable and 11Ot/Jil1g in 
Etrl"11iry. And again; TbtJe 
t bil1gs, fa i th ¥ he, are 710-
tbh:g, till7er 111 Nmnber OJ' 

Gre,ttlleJI", in W'1ll parifon wi! b 

1rurld, bci71,~ 
comparilm of 

tboJe R'-WLUdJ of Virtlle , 
alld PUllijh me71ts of Vice, 

'fl'bicb :dtclld 31t'71 after Dcatb. And, to 

" 

mCJ1ti[~n no more places; 
They, [<lith the, rrho iJl 
the (J,I11!CS bope tQ obtain ,I 
Vi[fory 1I1 jiu;b uor 1I1attcFs, 
as 7YJ'ajllil1g, lI1mi71g, a71,j 
t be lil~e; think 110t 1llZlcb to 

prepare themJr:lvcs for tb~ 
: . Cout t)! 
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Contefl by great Temper:r71ce cord Aljlj':f7::~: 
And foall Ollr SGboi,lrs m the Study ()f r IF

tlt~', not ha7JC Call rage and "l'fl' lit; ion C7;r: ?Ig /;, 
to pelfe1Jere 'Witb Retience, far a f,r 'Touler 
Pri:r.e? 'Vords very like t1--.fc oi S;: 
Pellll, I Cor. 9, ~4. Know ye 1ifJt, tl;.;t 
cbey 'Whicb 1'Z11l in a R,rce, not all" A;'ll 
e71ery Man that Jfri7)etb for thc il1.;jTcry, i,~ 
temperate in all tbing,? H'ow tb~y r!o it to 
obtain a corruptible Crown, bllt we a71 incor
i"uptible. 

2. Another Argument \\'hich ma v- be ;.~>: I 1:';!i
ured in proof of a FlItlli e St,?te, fo [:'.1' as ';-~lit~i"e 
to 3.rnount to a \-ery great probability; is St,'t~, 
That 1tecejJary Dejire of 11Il17lort,!lity, which ~f.;WIl 
feems to be naturally im11lanted ill all jr,m i\~Cllr 
1I./f • h . 1 b1 C f' 1l":U1',!, lhen, Wlt 2.n unavowa e LOl/ccnz or wnat d~j;,~.f 
is to come bere,tfteJ'. If there be no Ex- I!l!m;, r,;
iftence after thi:i Lift!; it will f.::em that M). 
~he irrational Creatun:s, who always in-
JOY the preIent Good witlwut any Care or 
Solicitude for what may ha11pen afrer-
ll',1}'ds, are better vrovided. for by Nature, 
than ~1:en, whofe Reafon and Fordlght, 
and all other thore very Faculties, by 
which they 2.re made more excellent than 
Bcafts, fcrve them, upon this SUPliofition, 
fcarcely for any- other purpofe, than to 
render them ltnCL1jie and ll1ICtTUliu :,Ul, L fear-
ful and foliritolls about thillgs which ar~ 
not. And it is not at all probable, that 
God {houl(l haye given :Men Apprtitt:s, 
which were 11Cl'er ro be flLl'jied; DcJircs, 
which harl 110 O!jdL to 2.lli\\'er them; an r1 
unavoidable ApprebC11Ji'il1~, uf \\'h~,t was 
never rt:Ll(ly to come to p,rfs. 

X 4 -:;. Ano-
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'.Anotber, 3. Another Argument, which may he 
#r,lwn brought to prove a Fllt"1lre State, is That 
from :'.1 'r.s C 1 r: • } . h 11 M J f 1 ' C n (i:ien-ce ,010 t"Zt:llC/!J W He <!- _ en Hive 0 t len 
c: 1l/d~- own A~tions, or that inward Judg1JIt:i/! 
17:i?I~t of which they neccH~ui]y raf.'i upon them in 
t1JP1~ OI-VII their cwn 1\1inds: Whetcby they that b.n:e 
fi.."i /Q/I>. L L l .1:/ R )m, 2.11 ~. 'lot. any :7TJJ, are '! aw. 1111to t :;emJ e 1'e:t, 
~nd J 5. tbezr Co'ifaence bearmg 7Yzllle!s, al1d tbezr 

TUOIrg!Jts aC(;ltjil1g or elfe e;CCZlji1lg C!ne another, 
'There is no lvlan, who ?ot any time docs 
good and brave alid generous things, b?t 
the reafon of his own ~[i~1d applauds J!lm 
for fo doipg; and r;o Man at any tme 
does tJ,ings hafe and vile, djfhonourable 
and wicked, hut at the fame time he con· 
demns him{;:lf in what he does. The olle 
is necdIarily accompanied with gor;L\, 
Hope, and ExpeC!:atinn of Reward: The 
other with continual Torment ann Fe~ti 
0f Ptmifhment. And hence, as before, it 

-r 
-

is not proE-able, that God fhould hqvc fo 
framed and ccnflituted the Mind of Mall, 
as nec.emlrily to pafs upon it -fel.f a Jlldg-
mCl1t w})ich i11all ner:er be 'verified, and ftand 
perpetually and unavoic1ably conviCted 
by a Se?lte11ce which ihall never be coufir
';ned. 

Anotber ; 4· Laftly, Another ."I\rgumept, Wl1ic]1 
d,',cwn' may be drawn from right Reafon- in proof 
from hlliil! of a Future state, is this; That Man is 
Ml;'e.~y- 'plainly in his Nature an Accozl'l1t((vle O-ea
~1,:~~t~n ~Jlre, ;md capable of being Judged. Thdc 
ab/~ Crea- Creatures indeed, whofe Actions are all 
~lf:'e. d~termjned by fomething -Without them-

felves, or by what we call mere inftinCt; 
as they ~re not capable of having a Rule 

- ,\ - ,. given 
, 
-
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Biven them, fo 'tis evident that neither 
!fan they be 2.ccountable for th{;ir ACtions: 
:J>ut M.11I, who has intirely within hi~l~elf 
;.~ free Principle or power of dctermmmg 
}lis own Actions ul)on moral Motives, and 

· 
• 

• 

]la:; a Rule given him to att by, which is 
Right Reafol1; can be, nay, cannot but 
be, accountable for all his Ac.1:ion~. how 
far they have been 2greeablt:: or dl[agrce
able to that Rule. Every Man, becaufe of 
the natural Liberty of his 'ViE, can and. 
o light to govern all his ACtions by fnme 
certa~n Rule, and give a Reafon for every 
thing he does. Every moral Action he 
performs, being Free and withoLlt any 
COIDIJuliion or natural necdIity, proceeds 
either from fome Good Motive or fome E7Jil . 
one; is either cOllfor11laLle to rig-bt ReaJo1T., 
or contr,1J'Y to it ; is worthy either of Praift 
or DifpraiJe, and capable either of Excufo 
or Aggr,rvC!ciol1. Confequently it is highly 
reafonable to be fuppofe\.l, that fince there 
is a Superiour Being, from whom we re-
ctiverl all our Faculties ani Powers; and 
fince in the ri~bt Ufe or in the Abufe of thofe 
Faculties, in the governing them by the 
Rule of right Reafon, or in the neglecting 
~hat Ruie, cordift all the moral Difre-
rence of our Actions; there will at [0711e 
time or other be an Examination or Iuit}lIiry 
made into the grounds ani motives and 
circumft::U1ces of our fe.-eral ACtions, .he·w 
2greeabie or difagreeable they have been 
to the Rule that was given us; and a 
fuitable Jlldgment be paffed upon then'. 
Vpon thefe coniiderations, the Wifeft of 

t"~ , -\.: 

· -. -- • • 



154 The E'ViJel1ces 0 Natural 
the Anticnt Heathens believed and taug~t 
that the ACtions of every particularPtr. 
fun fhoul.-i all be fhiCtI y tried and exa. 
mined after his Death, and he have ac("(,y. 
dingly a jufl: an:1 impartial SCl1tcnr; 
railed upon him. Which DoCtrine thoug~ 
the Poets indeed wrapt up in Fables al~'; 
obfcure Riddles, yet the 'wifeft of the Phi· 
lofophers had a better Notion of it, and 
more agreeable to Reafon. From thil 

Tlldgl1te1tt, faith + PI.Tta. 
- < , 

.. T@17I~ .f J'!J/.I7~ ~-n (JfJ' let no .Nlall hope to be aM, 
tL,~~o7.,;;''Te ~d:'Y':.g- rt.'TUxn• to eflape: For though )C/! 
,},HO(,H·,e- ~~"::;I1'T"1 ·ukl· I d' r; d· l 
.. fV€o"~1 ~£;:v." 'o".ys dp.s- (,OZi d fJ au l1lto t 'Je Ttl) 
rn~rJ'.' :r07' U'7£'" cl..lhii~· II'A: Depth of the Eartb, or f!:~ 
;= r:rf-Ult~~~';V J'rfrJ'!J ;(!' 70 on bigb to the extremiti,; 
-t '}'F~ Cd3-&-,' ,:J./". U-t:'hO. of tbe Heavens· yet Jbollil 
,},.·'op.cvi[Y- EI' '1' lIe<l~OII do- ,r; 'h' ,n. <:£ ' 
v;'dJ»~)I' 7'lTiid dl:';':J/7[W you never eJc:ape t e JlI.J' J mtg-
,!;!,('o(J'ijy'~=Y '11uliJgictV, ,;:{7' ment of the Gods, eztber /.,-
c.~:-d!f. {,.ivt<Jy ii-n ;f1 CAl rJ.- fiore or after Deatb. An 
• r ,,-' " ::>. ,. , J ' 

,n, c!<:t7l'oy~IJ"',.g· g!;",S ~ 711- eXI)feffion very agreeable 
""""1' Sl~ tit ,},I Cc 7E(?OV STl J)a.y.o- 1 f J pr. 1 'il 
fL'd.7d. -nl7IWV. Plato de Le to t 1at C t 1e !a ml t, 
ill. fib. 10. PJ.rl. J 39· 8, 9· 

Thefe, I fay, are very good and :!trong 
Arguments for the great probability of a 
Flltllre State: But That drawn, as aLoYl", 
from the coniideration of the Moral Attri
hutcs of God, [ccms to amount even tn 
a Demoufrration. 

Y. 1 bougb tbe necc.lfity cmd illdifpcl1faM,·. 
'l,:r' of all tbe great <11zd moral Oblil,ations rj 
.1.Vat;lr<7i ReligioiT, and alJo tbe Ccrtuinty of ,r 
rutllrfJ Sta.te of Rt'wards ai.-d PltJl~fh1Jlt'llrs, ( c 
thlls i 11 ,f!,eller,rl dcduci b le 1 e'vell demo 11.fJ,.,1 bl)' . 
by.1 dJaiJl of "kzJ" aud 1l1:delliable J'e.rpmill,r!, . 

1· ., , . 
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ret (in tbe preJt'7it S~ate of the lrorld, by 
'II'bat ?J1C.l1lS fiCl cr it came originally to Le Jo 
(on'lJptcd; the p::trti r lllar CiIClOlljl':Z11LCS where-
fir [Q1lId not l\-ow be certai1iIy blOWll bllt by 
R,'::el.ltion;) jzl(;b i,~ the Carc.le[liC:[-i, 111-
confideratene[s, and Want of Ar';"ef',l ion r,( ., 
tbe ,!!.re.lter part .1f ,i'l,.I.lllUnd; Jo ill..!7lY tb~ 
Prejudices and falfe :Kuti()l1s uk::71 up Ly 
ei:il Education; Jo jlrong and "ioloJ/t ,he lt1l

J't!t!jrJ1l.1.ble Lutts, Appetites,. an:l Ddir.( s of 
S,;l1P sand Jo gre.Jt t be B11l1rlnefs) wtle-
dl/ad by Superftitious Opinions, Yitiuus 
Cnfroms, 2.nd deb:>uched l:'radifes rbi ollgb 
the 1Yorld; tbar: 7:fry /till are ilbl!', in} t'.1Ii~y 
(lnd cJfdl:, to diJcol;er thefo things de.u'ly .. li1.l. 
pl.r;;;[y fer tlJCmFIHI:' ! lIt .tHen b.:r,:e src.rt 
?If I'd of Ji.ll,ticllbr Teadling, m:d mucl; IIl
itrudion; to /.oi/vinLe tb,"m of tlJe Tri.lt~, 
,wd Certainty, and 1mponalc;:" ({ tIxJt: 
things; to give tlJ"m ,1 due Sel:fc, ,l1!.l d:'.!i" 

,md jllfi Apprchcnilons c'J1:ccn:;':3 t Ij:ni ; ,md 
to bri7lg ri .. em (jf~au'llly to tlg Pradii"e cf d:: 
pl.riwfi .11!d mojf 1:t'c,j}~,ry DlItio's. , 

I. There is naturally in the greater f3.rt ,:fn ~ n-
C' 111 ,. 1 r. h 1" ~ I r. - ~ -,' .71 (h 1-. anK:nc, .l.UCl a l)lO;"lglOUS L.L/'" 'lsi;'J-,: _,; 

IUC01'ji,/er,noltJ', an,l lr~~llr: of .A,rrOli io):; ;.,s : '., . -
not only hinJers them from n1al:irlg uL Ii .; 
of their Rea[on, in iu(h manner as hl L', :C- ;' ,. ' 

:JJ 
('o\"er thefe things clc.lrly ,n:.l elf3:u.J!(1 f. , ::,/, '~',. 
themfdn:s; but is t:1e caui"e of t:1~sr-ljIt, ",L 

and mojl jlllpi.l IS7l0r,l1tce imaginable. ~~',l.e -,' ,tn: 'r 
,. d';~ ':;R. H:em to have little or har ly any ~vti.ll ,.." ".,. 

• • 

of God at an; anJ. :\lore take E. de cr 
1:0 care to frame jllfl .m,[ fJ:ortby Ai'PFt'i;o:
JlOliS cnncef!1illg him, concerning t.1C: Di
vine Attributes al\~l Pt:l f~":1iuns ~'f ;,is X,i-

t.!/,: ; 

• -



The Ervidences 0 atural 
tnre; and frill many More are entircll" 
negligent and hecdlefs, to confider and 
di{(:over what may be his Will. Few 
make a due ufe of their Natural Fa
culties, to rliftinguifh. rightly the e{fen
tial and unchangeable Difference between 
Good and E7)il; Fewer yet, fo attend 
to the natural Notices which God has 
given them, as by their own Under
ftanling to co11eCt, that What is Good 
is the exprefs 7Yill mtd C0111111a7td of God, 
ani what is Evil is Forbiddm by him \ 
.And fti11 Fewer confider with themfelves 
the JP-eight and Importance of thefe Things, 
the natural Rewards or PZl11ijhments that 
are frequently annexed in this Life to 
the PraCtife of Virtue or Vice, and the 
much greater ~!l1d certainer Difference that 
fuall be made betwixt them in a Lif~ 
t~ come. Hence it is, that (as Tra
yellers affure us) even fome whole Na
tions feem to have very little Notion 
of God, or at 1caft very poor and un
worthy Apprehenfions concerning him; 
and a very fmall Senfe of the Obliga
tions of Morality; and very mean and 
obfc:ure Expectations of a Future State. 
Not that God has any where left him
fllf wholly n-itbont Witnefs; or that the 
Difference of Good and Evil, is to any 
rational Being undifcernihle; or that 
l\tlen at any Time or in any Nation, 
could ever be firmly and generally per
fm~clcd in their own Minds, that they 
perilhed abfolntely at Death: But through 
S::JJiue Negligence a,zd lrunt of Attention, 

they 
• 
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and Re'Vealed Religion. 
they let their Reafon (as it were) fleep, 
and .>(, are deaf to the Di
Ctates of common Under- 'f MuHs lignis nacura de-

clarat Quid y(;ilr: .. ab-
• 

furdefeimus camen nereio 
quo mode, nee audimus. Cic. 
de Am/cir. 

fianding, and, like Brute 
Beafi:s, minding only the 
things that are before their 
Eyes, never confider any 
thing that is aMtraCt from S.enfe, or be-
yond their 1'1re[ent Ilrivate Teml)Oral Inte-
reft. And it were wen, if, even in civi-
lized Nations, thi~ was not, very nearly, 
the care of too many :Men) when left en-
tirely to them[elves, and void of particu-
lar Inftrucrion. 

2. The greater part of Mankind are Ad. 5J 
not only Ul1attelltive, and barely Ig'io- ~"r:; pre-

rant; but commonly th:y, have a.Iro, j.~~,I;~,~.~ 
through a carelefs and L'ni Educatl:n, ri;iu. ' 

taken up early Prejudices, and many 'L'aill 
and foolifb Notions; which pervert their 
natural Underftancling, and hinder them 
from ufing their Rea[on in mor.·1l lWattcrs 
to any effectual purpofe. This cannot be 
better defcribed, than in the \Vor(ls of 
Cicero: If 'We had come into the Jrorld, 
faith t he, in ficcb O1'clcm
jf,mces, as that we cOlcld 
clearly and dijlillaly have diJ
anted N,ltllre her felf, and 
bm·e been able in the cOllrfe {/f 
()ftr Lives to follo'W her trlli: 

and 1I71cc;r1'lcpted DireRioJlS ; 
thh alollt: might .h.me been 
fi cjficiellt, and there 'Would 
/J,l1'e been little ?tud of 
TI:?;Icl)ing .md b:flrll8-ion : 

t Si tales nos nann.1 ge
nuiiIer, Ui: eam iplJm inm
eri & perfpicere, cae:; op
ciml d uee eUI fum vira: coo
ficere potTemus; h.lud e/fec 
fane quod quif'luam racio
oem &: dot1rinam require
rec. Nunc vera &:c. tic. 
T~.rc, ""Il",t. lib. ,. 

Nunc parvulos nobis de
di. igniculos, quos celerirer 
molli. mJfib~s opi:1ionibu!q; 

But 



Cj" 'l:e E'Vi dences 0 atui''',z!, 
d':pr,iVl:is fie rcf1inguimus, 
u: Illt./LOII N,Ii!O' ~ /Ulnell .1'[-

"I ." ' P~tFC.;t . L"'~nlll: ~i.q; etl1tl 

in L\.!"r:~n (.,:, fllrCept\ h.:mu;, . ' , 

:In f'111:1 C'"l1t1ilun rrJVlt.liC:, 

& 111 jtJlnnl.1 ()l)inioDLl:i1 per , 

.... cdj:-.!:·c \'\.:rt::nlllr; u: rene 
C'1111 ~j(l.· nll:ric~= 1 crrc'rem 
~U:-:";'L vidcJmllr. Cllm ve
r' l' :,,:ml:'jus rr:ddiri, dtinde 
nl.l,:.i!l:ri, cradici ii!lmm, tum 
".1 vJr;':, imbuinlllr (,Hor'
" " lIr vJnitJri ver;ras, I!{ 
";";;;"l1i confirmafre nawra 
,pi,! cccl.ic ,- Cum vero 
2':'(" j;r c,~dcm, 'iu;;fi mn:i
;""5 c]iiidcm m;lgiftcr, po' 
r: ~,. J,q; OffinlS Ilndiq, ad 
, .. :[:.1 C"""'knriens multitudo; 
tem l"L~;lc infic!ffiUr opinio-

, , 

nurn rr,lv'rare, a narurolq; 
ip/a deJeifcimu,. Ibid. 

But .1.V01TJ lV'.rtlire b(H 11:1, :'11 11' 

Ol1ly fame fmall Sparh "I 
j'iy,ht ReaJ; 11, 'IV hie b me jrl 
qllidly e:xti1~gll~/7J IvitIJ Crl)", 

1"lIpt Opil1ions and eril Pro/' 

aips, tb,1t tbe true LiL~lJl ',f 
Nature 110 wberc t1f'peJ/';' 
AjJo01l as 1/:e arc bi'oupDt Zit" 
tbe lrolld, immediately ll'! 

dwell in tbe mid}! of all lrd· 
ed1ttj~, 'and are fUJ"l'oll1lo:'d 
witb a 71l1mber of moli PC), 
mufe a1Id foolifb Opini011s; 
fo that 7l'C Jeem to Jllch ii! 

ErJ"o1lr e(!t;1l witl; our l\'Wj:i 
JlIlill.:.- Aftcrward,., 1I,ben 11': 

rct1lr1t to 0111' Parents, and 
arc c01l1mit! ed to TlIt on; 
tbel! we are f7lJ"tber flock,.! 

witb fueb "Variety of Erron, tbt Tnctb /Je· 
comes pClfcElly ollcJ"7vbelmcd with F..1ljhood:, ad 
tbe mofl l1atllJ".rl Sentimcnts of 011)" ll'Ihlds, Llre 
e1Ztirt"iy fiificd witb cOl1firmed Folll.:,.- Blli 
when aftu all tbis, 1lle euter 1Ipon BuJillef' iJ: 
the 7JforZtl, lwd llM'k.e the JlJultitilde, cOll}]7i· 

. l' 77T ' 7 d 'j" . , 1"ln.f!. cveJ"\' 1V Jere 111 h ze,,-c 11/' " 0.11)" grc,lt C]llZ,1C 

and h'x(£mpZe ; t bell our 7:cry Natltre it feZf is 
1l7bolly tral1sformed, as it lI;crc, i7lto corncp! 
Opil1iom. A livelier Delcription of the 
}1i'e!ent corrupt eftate of Humane Nature, 
is not eafil y to be met with. 

And:'} (en, ~. In t:1C gCl1I:rality of :i\Ien, the Appt"
f~.zl-f'{c-r tites Lnlt? D"ji;t"s of ScnJe are fl) violent awl 
t~tt'J, r'itl - importunate; the BUJin!'}.; and the rlCL'tjill't"i 
JWIIS, ,We t') .,.~r Id k i~ ) I.' 1 '. 
'n,n)'/",,} 0, t le "" or . , ,ta e up 0 muc 1 Ot t lCIl 

'Buji","!) , time; and theIr p.~IJiOllS are [0 vcry ih'ong 
~H1l\ 
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~wl unrcafonahle; that, of ThemD.:iycs, 
tJ1CY are very backward and unapt to em
ploy their Reafon, and fix t~eir Attention 
upon moral Matters; and flill more back
";anl to a1)ply themfeln~s to the Pr.1CliJe 
of them. The Love of Plc,1IlIre, is (as AI i
JMle clega}:tly -'t. exprefIes 
it) fa 1zollrijhea lip WIth Us 
from our very Cbildhood, 

; ~()1(1 fo incorporated (as it 
: were) into the whole courfe 
: of our Lives; that it is , , 
I 
I 
t 

"I;ery diiticult for Men to 
withclraw their Thoughts from Sen[ual 
Objects, and faften them upon things re-
mote from Senfe: And if perhaps they do 
attend a little, and beg111 to fee the rea[o
nablenefs of governil1g themfelves by a 
higher Principle, than mere Senfe and 
Appetite; yet with fnell t 
Variety of Temptations are 
they perpetually incompa[
fed, and continually foli
cited; and the Strength of 
PIJlions, (Ina Appetites, makes 
fo great Oppotition to the 
:Motions of Reafon; tl1at 
commonly they yield anti 
fubmit to pracrife t 1'ofe 
things, which at the f:1I11e 
time the Rea[oll of their 
own .Mind. \1 conncD'lls; 
and n,!J,lt tbey allow not, T 1':1t 
tbey Do. \V11ic]1 OhLn:t
tion is fo true \If t(:o bre~ t 

t Vitia de m~rcede foljci~ 
raor: Avaritia pecuniJ.nI 
prominir: Lu~uriJ. mulcas 
ac varia, voluptates : Ambi~ 
tio purpur.!m &: plJuf, m: 
& ex hoc rcrenr;lm &: quicd 
CJuid potencia }Jonie. S~n:'. 
Ep tj I: , 5:J. 

T '" .. , ~I eI .... __ 
~d ~:J 17 !.<; v. 0;7 '. " \J ',tt< 

" , - c:: .... 'i ' .. 
7tG 'iT;(.:J~ c:..v U.'...tIV cpv v~~c:.:..~ 
v, , " .... 
H U·"e~v·~' '77l'-:''; -:;'IC:i!t'.~7C:J" . . ,..... \ . . 
~} '1'9 ,u,ut ~ ~ '8 ct.,">. 11 ?: "!., g r:- ~ ~ 
.... ~'\.JL1Hnv, ~~Idt'na.l l:S C!.C1 i7 
., I~ I' 
E"~V71:!.~ r;rfg.;ef;- 1" .tto ill;!' 

L~bi.;. Li;. 1. 

\I ~ Vide0 m' lior J prc-
beque, Deteriora fequor. 

a l~art of M211kinJ, t;~~t 'p[,lto upon t;-,is 
Ground 
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Grotmd declares ~ All Art, 
and Sciences to. b.17le in hi i 

Opinio1t lefi ~f difficulty ill 
tbe11l, tbmz tbat of 1l1uf.:.il1g 
jJ1en Good; Infcmmch that 
it t is well, filith lle, if jlfo: 
can come to att.dJ! ,-z ri;:bt 
Sel1Je, mId jufl alla trzte Au
tiOlIS of Thi11gs, (ven I y tllllt 
time tbey arrive at old Age. 

AntI, alm e 4. But that which above all odler things, 
all, by 'lli- moft depraves Mens natural Untlerftand-
riol/s H,l- d ] - d h f' . r 
bits and ing, an un ers t em rom dllcerning 
Frdlfi{CJ. and judging rightly of Moral Truths, is 

• , 
• 

• 

this; That as ftupid anc1 carelefs Ignorance 
leads them into fend and fuperftitious Opi
nions, anrl the Appetites of Senfe overcome 
and tempt them into PraCtices contrary to 
their Confcience and Judgment; fa .on the 
rev-erfe, the multitude of fllperflirio1ls Opi
'li0115, VitiOllS H..-zbits, and de/)all(.hed Pra
aiJes, which prevail in all Ages through 
the greater part of the World, do recipro
cally increafe Mens grof::; Ignorance, Care
l,efncfs and Stupidity. Falfe 2nd unwor
thy Notions of God, or Superftitious Ap-
prehenfions concerning him, which Men 
carelefly and incoi-lfiderately happen to 
t2ke up at firft; do (2S it were) blind 
the Eyes of their Reafon for the future, 
and hind.er them from difcerning what of 
it felf originally was eafy enough to be 
difcovered. Tbat whicb may be k'101P1t of 
God, has bee:n ma11ifefl enuugh unto Men 
in all Ages; for God bath jhewed it llnto 
them: For tbe il1viJible things of Him from 

the 
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Creation of tbe Irol'll a!~e eleady fi:e11, 
lI1lderflood by the things tb;lt are made; 

his eternal Power and Godbe.ld: So 
t they who are ignorant of him, can-

t but be 'n,ithotlt e."Cczt.fi. But notwith-
n·, • all the Heathen World had fa 

means of knowing God; yet ge-, 
y they glorified him 1l'Jt ,H God, lIci~' 

r were thankflll, bZlt bec.lmc 7..'Jin in' 
their Imaginations, and tbeir !oolijh Heart 

, darbzed; And tbey cb.17lged the glory 
the incol'rllptible God, iuta Im.lges of 

meaneft antI moil: contemptible 
eatures; and worjbipped and jerveJ th~ 

. more tb.:m the Cre.ltoT, who is 
.':UeJJed for ever. The natllfal Confe
(lquence of which abfurcl Idolatry, and 
."ralfo the juft Judgment of Coel upon 
)them for it, was, that they r;:ere git:r1t 
"'~11P to a repro{;ate jViil1d, to U71clf.1?I1Ie!, aud 
, all 'vile AjfeEtio1lS to fuch a degree, 

t not only their Cammon Practifes? 
',' llt even their mof!: Sacred Rights and 
. '. ous Performances, became them-

,,' Ives the extreameft Abominations. And 
, "when Men's 1110rals are thus corrupted~ 

ancl they run with greedinefs into all 
;;iexcefs of Riot and Debauchery; thell, 
',1on tbe otber ha.nd, hy the fame natural 
,: Confequence, and by the fame juft JucIg-
,rnent of God, both thei.r Vitioll,i Oljfoms 

': and AEtio1f~, as well as Sllperl1itious Opi~ 
'1 nions, reciprocally increafcd tLe Bli7ldnefs 
, : of ~heil' Hearts, . d.lrken the: J uJgment of Ephef, ~. 
, ; thel-C U7Ule)'Jl,mdmg~, fhlrlfie and fear J:S and '9-
" Y their 

• 
, 

, ., 



'The E~idences 0 Natural' 
their COl1fr;iellces· fo as to become 

fee1i,tg, and by degrees 
¥ Jufias natura elfe fa- extinguiih wholly 

£los; ramam aurem cffe Light of Nawre in 
corruI=ce1am mal.e c8l1jllef u- M' nd wh -ch 
din is, ur ab ea tanquam ig- 0:vn 1 S, .! 
niculi exringuanrur a natura glven them or.lglnall 
dati; exorianrorq; & COll- inable them to di 
fi~mcntur . viri~ conrraria. between Good and 
erc. de Leglh. !rh. J. .Z 

VZ • 

Wherefore By thefe means it comes to pafs, 
Men h:lve though the great Obligations and 
greatne~d . . 1 11K' f 1\'1 l' 
to be pnnnpa LV.lotzves 0 lv. ora Ity, are 
taught /tlld deed certainly difcaverable and 
~l1fhllE!ed monftrable by right Reafon; 2nd. 
llf 7::;te.l's confiderate Men, when thofe Mo' 
:11. "lgl- and Obligations are fairly propafed I 

them, muft of neceffity (as has 
fully l"roved in the foregoing 
yield their AfTent to them as cer 
imd undeniable Truths; yet under 
t!ifadvantages now mentioned 3 (as it 
the cafe of moft Men to fall under fi . 
of other of them,) very few are 
Jbemfclves able, in reallity and 
to difcover thofe Truths clearly 
plainly for themfelves; But maft 
hayc great need of particular Tea 
?nd much 11IjlrllElioll, not without 
weight of Authority, as well as Reafon 
Peril.v'afion ; 

• 
Tjl. To raife and fiil' up t~leir 

liol1 ; to move them to iil:!l '2 (':f 
habitual CarelefIhefs, Stul'i,:;!v and In· 
conficleraterle[s; to perL :.:'.: t ,:, 

make ufe of their llaLUl.:.'. R,.':;\,··" 

, I 

Ii , 
• 
" 
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and Revealed Religion. I 61 
Unilerftanrling, and to apply t}~eir 
Minds to a11prehend ana Rudy the Truth 
and Certainty of tht-fe things. For, 
as Men, notwithfi:anding all the rati-
onal Faculties they are by nature in-
dued with, may yet through mere Neg-
lea ancl Incogit2.ncy be groD~T ~nd 
totally ignorant of the pbindt alid 
moft obvious Mathematical Truths: 
fo Men may alfo, for ,\vant of Confi
deration, be very ignorant of iCnne of 
the plaineft Moral Obligations, which? 
as [oon as diftinCtly propofcd to them, 

: they cannot poHibly avoid giving their Af
t fent unto. 
I 2. To give them a due SenJe, and. 
! right and juft Apprebel1}ions concerning 
I thefe things; to convince them of the. 
S great Concern and v~~ft Importance of 
'; them; to correa the falie Notions, 
:; vain Prejudices, ani fooElli Opinions; 
'i which deprave their Judgment; and 
~i to remove that Levity and Fleedldfnefs 
:1 of Spirit, which makes Men frequently 
:1 to be in their praaic~very little infiu
J enced by what in abftraCt Opinion they 
ij may feem firmly to believe. For there 
,I are many Men, \vho will think them
;j felves highly injured, if anyone {bould 
. make any doubt of their Believing the 
! indifpenfable Obligatiells of Morality,. 
~ and the Certainty of a Future State of 
l Rewards and Punilliments; who yet in 
j their Lives and Actions, feem to have 
! 
,! 111'011 their Minds but a very fmall Senle 
•• • 

y 2 cf 



The Ervidences 0 Natural 
of the Weight and infinite Importance of 
thefe great Truths. 

3. To Jllcu/c,rte thefe things frc_quently 
lipan Them, and pref.., thp.m effr>B:ually 
to the praCtice of the pk:neR: and 
moil: necdfary Dutic~); to perf wade 
tlll'm ~.') mor:; crate thofe PaDions, to 
fn bel ue thoCc Lufl-:;, to conquer thoie 
App{:tites, to llef;life thofe Heafiues nr 
Senfe, ar~J (which is the greateR: Diffi
eu lty of :111) to reform anel correa thofe 
vitious Cul1:oms and evil Habits, which 
tempt and hurr-v them too often into 
the Comrniihon ~f [nch things, as they 
are cOllvinccLI at the fame time, in the 
Reafm"! of their own Mind£, ought not 
to be praB:ifed. For 'tis very poiEblc 
IvIen may both cle::ir IV underftand their 
Duty, and alfo be fu1ly convinced of 
tl1e reafonablenefs of praCtifing it; and 

Rom·7,:l)· :~et at the :l-:une time, find a Law i,! 
t,~~: . lVfembers w.'J'I"illg and prevailing 
,!gaiJ:jl tbe Law of their lltIil1d, and bring
ing tbcm i11t~ Captivity to tbe Law of Si,: 

and Death. Men :f- may 
be pleafed. with the Beau
ty anel excellency of Vir
tue, and. have fome fa1.llt 
Inclinatiuns and even Re
folutiol1s to practife it; 
and yC;:t at the return rf 
their Temptations, con-

of Quidam Old m;zgnificds 
voces e~ciranrur, & cranIC-
11m in affet'l:um dicenciulll, 
aJJeres vuJr\! & animo. R.l
p;r Wos inftigarg; rerum 
plilchrirudn. - JuvJr pro
ci nus gu;£ .1ud 'J5, fa cere. 
Afficiuncur illi. &: (unt qua
les jllbencur, {j illd animo 
forml permlnear, fi non 
impcrum in(igncm procinus populus hnnetli dilfuafor exchiat. 
I' ' 'II - t auel I dm guam cOllcepcraDt mentem domum perkrre pocuerum. 
Senec. epiJl. 109. • 
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and Rervealed Religion. 16 5 
Rantly fall back into their accuftomc.:i 
Vices; if the great Motives of their 
Duty be not very freq:.lently anel very 
ftrongly inculcated upon them, fr) as to 
make VenT deep and laiting impreili.ons 
upon their Minds; anel they have not 
fome greater and higher A1Eftanc(;s af-
forded them, than the bare Ccnvidion of 
their own fpeculative Reafon. 

For thefe R~afons (1 fay) it is ab
folutely neceffary, that notwithftanclirig 
the natural demonft7ablenefs both of the 
Obligations and ?vlotives of Morality, 
yet coniidering the manifeft corrup:ne[s 
of the preCem Eftate \\'hi('~ humane :Ka
ture is in, the generality of 1.1(:n n:ufi 
not by any means be left wholly to 
the workir~gs of their own Minds, to 
the ufe of t:leir natural Faculties, and 
to the bare con"iaiol1s of their own 
Reafon; but ronft be particularly T!IIgbt 

. and 11ljlru[fed in their Duty, TI' uft na"e 
the 1vloti,-es of it frequently and fhong-
1y 1?reffed an,l inculcated upon t~1em 
with great \Yeight ani Authorit)-, and 
muft have many extr:lOrdinary A~\~rt:ln-. - -
ces afiordccl them; to keep them efie.::rual-
ly in the Prac1ife of the great anl phindl 
Duties of Religion. 

And hence we may", b.-- t;lC wa~ ... , jllf~- Th,- grc.zt 
ly obferye the excecdmg great l.-te 'C,'~' .:n:l 
~nd NecejEty there is, of di:,loliiliing .v~(=.Ji·\:f 
an Order or Succe1110n of ~len, w;:o1.~ .~~ ~.~.I.=~,.. 
pec:uliar Otnce alllt continu~l.l E11:p1o:.--:: j. ,e~.· 

Yr ~ ~ IllL'nt 



106 crhe E~'vidences 0 atural 
ment it may l1e, to Teach and Inflnl\~i
People in their Duty, to prefs 81'r: 

exhort them perpetually to the PraCti:'r: 
of it, and 10 be Inflruments of conY<. ':
ing to them extraordinary Afiiftawc'i 
for that purpor~. To which excellc:nt 
Inftitu tion, the Right and worthy Noti
on of Guj and his Divine Perfection,.· 
the juft Senfc and Underftai1ding rf 
tJ,e great Duties of Re1igion, and the 
univerial Bdief cond due Api)fehenllon 
of a Future State or Rewards and Pu
'niihments; which the gen,erality even 
of the meaner and more ignorant forr 
of People among us, are now poifdi: 
of:, is manifdHy and undeniably aI
moft wholly owing: As I fhall hal.-c 
Occallon hereafter morc particularly to 
obfervc. 

VI. 1hollgb iu almoJl eTcry Age t/Jcr' 
ht!ve illdel!d been il1 the Heathen 7rorlt! 
fome rriJe and br,17;e and good fiiell Tiho 
b,n'l: made it their b1l.flle Js to jhtdy mi,! 
prac1iJe t be Dmics of 11,rtZtral ReligiOJ: 
TJlcn.fc}ves, and to teach and exhort 
Others to do the like; who feem thcrtfv,i. 
to bet".,:] !.ccn raiftd lip by Providence, ,1' 
Iufll 1/]1:0!t s to l'~prOl:e hI Jome 71Ieafllre m:.! 
pilt IOll:c killd of cbeck to tbe e.-.;trect71l )11-
ficrflitiul1 Clnd wick-duefs of the _lYcrtio!:' 
wI. (rein tbey lh-cd; Tet ?tol1e of theft? b.>; 
(vel' 1-((11 <7Me to J"pfoJ'11l the l!'arid, 7l'il ,', 
m;y c(.,.jidcrably great <11rd 1l71il 1ClJzl Suc(tP ; 
/.c'c;Wj:· thl'y Lan' I COl tilt 'ar: Few, th"t 

/, , -, ' 
~. '. L 
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and Revealed Religion. 1 (j 7 
b.:z7!e iu earnefi Jet tlJemfel7Jes abollt 'tbi~ 
excellent lYor/<.; and they that ha're indeed 
Jcncerely doue it, have tbemfd7:es ~ee'l zn
tirely ignorant of fome DoCiriwJs, Clnd 7'ery 
doubtful and uncertain of others, ahf'J
bitely ?IeCfJJary for the bringing about th.1t 
great end; Clnd thoJe tbiugs which t!J,;'y 
ha .. :e been certtfin of, m:d in good mo-:!Jllre. 
OIIlderjfood, they h.''l1:e 1Wt been C!~le to 
prove and explain clearly e7Zullgb; mrd 
thofe tb.yt they b:n;e bc~n aUe beth to pru7.'J 
MId explain by fIlfficiently de.Ir Re,1f,;li1ig, 
Ihey b.rL'e not yet ]),1d Authority [;701Ig') 

to c;ifurce m:d incZllc.1te upon ill:'1:'J Lll,:rd~ 
,rith fo jlrollg ,111 Impr~1Jiu71, as to i;;fiu
dIU aud ,SO'l:Cl'1! the gener.11 pr'1Etip of rh", 
Wurld. 

I. There haye indeed in almoft cHr}," 
Age been in the Heathen \\"orlJ, feme 
Wire and Brave and Good Men, who 
}ia'\-e made it their Buiineis to frudy ar:o. 

• 

lwadife the Duties cf l!atur~l Rdig~on 
Thc·11Jd .. :es, ancl to teach ann exhon. 

i ,\' to do the li1:e. An eminent In-
, ce \\'herccf, in the Fa:fl:ern Katiolls, 

t .. ~cripture it fdf afhm.ls us in the 
Hiito'y of Job; conccming whom it 
does 110t eel :~i inly 31'1,ear, th~t he kllew 
any l')oiitive revealtd lr:i'titution of Re
ligion, or d:at, befurc his Sufi-criq::s, 
any immediate Revelarion \\"as n' aell: 
llnto him', as there was to Al'rJ','.I1l: ~:l1d 
the rell of the Patriarchs. An-,ol~g t;1(, 

Greeks, SOcr.ltt'S feems to be an CXtral~r
dinary Examl,le of this kiliJ.. CU1:c't. rJl-

• 

y 4 lng 
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The E'Vidences 0 (:ttural 
concerning whom Plato te115 tIS, in his Apn

lo,f!,Y, that f. he (Ed nothing 
dfc, lmt go continuallv 
about, perfwading both oid 
and young, not to he [;) 
much [;)licitolls to gratific 
the AppE'1 itC's of the Body, 
or to heap up ·Wealth, or 
to raife themi"t:lves to Ho-

• 
nour, or g;'l1n 2ny out-
w~trd Advantage whatf(J
ever ~ as to improve the 
1'vIincl by the continmd Ex
erci(e of all Virtue and 
Coodnefs: Teaching them, 

that a ),lan··s true value did not afife 
from his Riches, or from any outward 
Circumftances uf Life:; but that True 
Riches, and every re~l Good, whether 
J'ublick or private, proceeded wholly 
from Virtuf."'. After him, Plato and 
Arijlotle and Others f()11owecl his Ex
ample, in tCHchillg .l\Iorality. And 
Clmong t11(, RO!llallS, Cicero:; and in 
latter times, £jJiHctlls and AlItollil1l1S, and 

Who fwn fevcral Otbt:rs, gave the \\rorld ac1mi
to h.,vr: rable Syftems of Ethicks, and n(1ble 

Jb~~n t d~- moral Inftrudions and Exhortations, of 
,;;r.e, c)' 11 UT(- 1 B -Pp1)i,'~I1"" cxn; .~ nt e an( el1C:'ht to the Gene-

tobe;1I w,,· ratiolls whcn·ill they Ii,-ed, and clercr
l1~JJ ag"i,,11 vedlyof great V~lllC and c[teem c,-cn 
tb(" W:t~. } -. 1'1. 
cdi/,'!J of Ullto ~ lJS .lay. . 
tbl! .V./fi 2. So thQt, I 11unk, it may ver;r ju:t-
017,· I~·')L"L'· ly he filppolell, that thelt: ::\fen were 
:I/./b~} Ii- faifcd up alhl ddigllcd by Pro'ficlt'ncc, 
~~.~~ L 

, tl j C 
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i(the abnn,l.ant Gc)orlnc[s (j~ God }:~\'ir,~ 
[,lever lfJt 2t fil! wholly wzthoZtt ll-UlIfjs, 
I:vntwirhftanding the grcatdt con UpriO!lS 

rund provocatiolls of I\'lankind,) as In
'{truments to rc-prove in fome rne';furc, 
and put forne kind cf check to t;lC; {:X

treme Sup(:rftition and V/ickedncfs of 
the Nations wherein they lived, or at 
leaft to bear \Vitncfs againft and con
demn it. c.oncerning Job, the cafc is 
evident and confeifed: And, for the 
[arne reafon, forne of the Antienteft 
i,1/riters of the Church have not fcrupled 
to t call even Sf)Cr,1tes 
a1[0, and r. Ime others of 
the Ben of the Hc,:~tben 
nloralifts, by the Name 
of CbriJhms; and to af
firm, that .y. as the Law 
was as it were a Scbool-
7Il41er to brillg the JcnJ~ 
lIllto Chrijl, f0 tn/e 11lor,d 
Pbilofopby was to the Gen
tiles a Prepar,ltive to re
ceive the Gofpe!. This 
perhaps 'was carrying the 
matter fcm\ew11:lt too far: 
Bllt to be Cure, thus much 
we may fafelyaliert, that 
II wh::ttever any of there 
11en were at all'\' ti~ 
t:nablecl to delivc-f 1J'; !~lv 
~\1d ProfitaMy ami A8~r::J-
.Ibly to Diville Trurh. \vas 
ilS'-1: Li~lJt }Z,illi7l'.!. iiI ,1 ... ).1,. 1, PI .. le ~ <J <\; .1C.-, U-

rivcli 

.' • , 



The Eq;iiences 0 N~~tura1 
rived to them by a Ray of that infi· 
.uite overflowing Goodnefs, which doe, 
$,ood to all even both .Tl!fl and U"jlljl:; 
from Goel the fole Author of all Truth 
and Wifdom: And That, for fome .Ad~ 
van tage and Benefit to the reft of the 
World even in its blindeft and moil: cor· 
fupt Eftate. 

::;. But then, notwithftanding the 
Srl~ :~!l'1t -
!!10m: II'J moft that can be made of this Sup~ 
the{di"en poiition, 'tis certain the Effifl of all 
werullieJr the teaching and inftruction even of 
I1Rb~e t,P; ~e- the beft of the Philofophers in the 
fOl III .1FI!:E!' H h W .ld . . r 
WDrlii;:::ith cat en 01, was 111 compan.l.Oll 
~$:;j~-- very finall and inconfiderable. They 
d£rJl.b1~ never were able to reform the \Vorld 
~#a;eJ~. with any great and univerfal Succefs, 

. Bor to lcecp together any confidera
hIe number of Men in the knowledge 
and practife of true Virtue. With 
Eefpect to the Worfhip of God, Ido~ 
latry prevailed univerfally in all Na~ 
tio1:1:s, and notwithftanding Men 
(lid indeecl know God, fo as to be 
l1:itbollt excltj'e, yet they did ?lot like 

SQfi'l~ 11"., t()! 'J"etain bim in their Knowledge, bUl 

~I,:&. :;:.8. became vcrin in tbeir Imagi1lcttio1tS, and 
t.beir [ooliJl> Heart 'Was darkncd, aild 
they cballged tbe glory of tbe 1I1lCOt'l'1tp

tible God imo Images of the vileft Crea-

" 

tnres, and no Philofc)phers ever turned 
any great number of Men from this 
;rLbfurd Idolatry, to the acknowledg-
ment and Worfhip of the only trnc 
(jod.. In refpetl: of Mens dealillgs 

I , 
• 
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and Revealed Religion. 
one with another; Honour, and T11-
tereft, and Friendfhip, and Laws, and 
the Necefiities of Society, rlid indeed 
(>aufe Jiljiice to be praCtifed in many 
Heathen Natior:s to a great degree; 
But very few Men among them were 
Juft and Equitable upon right and 
true Principles, a due Senfe of Vir
tue, and a confiant Fear and Love of 
God.· With refpeCt to themfelves, [1%
tempermzce and Lztx1lJl and unnatural 
Uncleamlefl was commo'nly l')raCtifed, 

. even in the moft civilized Countries; 
and This 110t fo much in OFpofi tion 
to the DoCtrine of the Philofophers, 

. as by the confent indeed and incou
ragement of too great a part of them. 
1 fhall 110t enlarge upon this ungrate
ful and melancholly SubjeCt: There 
are Accounts enough extant, of the 
univerfal corruption and debauchery 
of the Heathen World. St P..12Il'S De
fcription of it, in the whole £rft Chap
ter of his Epiftle to the Romam, is 
alone fufficient; and :>(. 

the Complaints of their 
own ,\Vriters, abundant
ly confirm it. The Dif
ciples of the beft :M.ora
lifts, at leaft the Pra
Ctifers of their DoCtrine, 
were, in their own Life
time, very t few; as too 
r-lainly appears from the 
evil Treatment, which that 

* Egregium fanfiumq; vi. 
rum (j cerna, bimembri 

Hoc monfirum puero, vel 
miranti rub aratro 

Pifcibus invencis, & £a:tJ: 
comparo mu!;r. 

• 

Jwwnal. Sat. 13: 
See alfo tbe places cited.z, 

little below. 
t Sint Ecee perhonefii ; 

• . fed audire depofci
mus 'lllol fiSt aut fuc:rint nu-

great 
, . 

· . - . • • 



The E'Videncer 0 atural 
mero. ' 'VIIIU. DI/IJ, 
Trer. • At genus hurna-
Dum non ex bonis pauculis, 
fed ex c;Eceris omnibus x
flimari convenit. Arnob. 
ad'!.,!:. /. Genres, lih. 2. 

Da mi hi virum '1ui fit 
iracundu5, maJedicus, ef
fr~natuS ~ paudffimis Dei 
verbis ram placidum, quam 
ovem reddam. Da Jibidi-, . 
Dofum, SU:.. Numqllu 
h<l'c PlJi/olopborum aut un
quam pr;rflitir, aut pr;rfia
re, fi velir, perell? Laff .. nt. 
lib, ~. 

" " ...., Itl E nct,p<;z: l/.. .. v 701 ~ ~AIfITI V 
H~ 'TI, (l>a';J}uv, '!1 ~)(, o,k ,.i 
eRrJ 7!~&-) &c. Origen. ad'/. err. 
Cd]. tiD. I. 

great Man Socrates met 
withal at Athem: And 
at their Deaths, thcir 
Doctrine jn great mea
fure died with them; not 
having any fufficient Evi
dence or Authority to 
fl'lpl'ort it. And their 
Followers quickly fell back 
into the. commen Idola
try, Superftition, Unclean
ners and Debauchery. Of 
which, the Character the 
Roman Writers give of 
thofe that called them
[elves the Difciples of $0-
crates, is a l1articular and 

remarkable inftance. Thefe confidera
tions (fo very early diel they ap
:pear to be true,) AffeB:d in fuch a 
manner that great Admirer of Socnrtes, 
Plato; that he fometimes feems to give 
ove~ all Hopes of working any Refor
matIOn in Men by Philofophy; and 

fayS, that :>f. a good Mmr, 
,.. T r.W'/tH .. ollcrl/..~ AetP-ruv, wben be cOl1'iders tbe re Things .. , " \ \ ) - !J'I '.J" , 

,,:ro~,ctP EX.~' ~ '/ft (J.IJ'[d would even Cb09 re to fit 
"Jreg:1'1WJY, 0,01' eJI ")tE1,£<lNYI • d Jl;,c, J ~ b· 
~1I10p.m ~ ':l.7I.lI. ti .... a ?f"lIstl - qllZet, ~1l n) t J or Z11!-
W!.7i§T ~~Vp>o/.IS, rJ .... n 'TOIX'- Je If; lzke a M.m tbat 21t 
1111 u:'11'O~" ogifip 'T,~; ~\Mlf? a violent Hurricane, creeps 
~'1'~'7f'I!f7TA<t~I~!l~ etPOl/..'~'ct..- 1/1tder a Wall fnr bis De-
)d-"'U; rI <;Til tlIJ70~ l{q.~fO' ct.- f'. • l l I 
J}Jt.'~ 7i ~ ciIlOIT''''V Ef')'dlV, J c'ife; and ficmg t ')e w')o e 
TaV7e ev.7ciA l3iop (31r:ITSTfM, 

'- ". , __ ! 1 .... 'i\,fV., I\~"'\' ~ ., 
~ '1'111', rl.11"tLJ-.lI.ct.yWJ d.lI'1l$ /Lt'JU; Il!J. 17~ ~J\.'TJ'dl>;:l' 'l\.S{cJ~ '1'1 ~ ~u-
~~~ <t1'Jct.l\.;>..r,{;s ltU° Plato de R,epubl. lib. 6. 

'Irol'M 
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and RCf7Jealed Religion: 173 
1rorld 'rolmd abollt bim filled witb all 
?IW1Z1ler of lYickedneff, be content if, p,'e-
Jervil1g his ji71JIle Self from Iniquity Clnd 
every evil lY()rk, be can p.l/s away tbe 
preJent Life. i:t Peace, Clud at lafl Die 
witb Tranqnzllzty cmd good Hope. An,! 
indeed, for many Reafons, it was al
together impojfible, that the Teaching 
of the Philofophers fuould ever be able 
to reform Mankind, and recover them 
out of their very degenerate and corrupt 
Eftate, with any confiderably great and 
univerfal Succefs. 

1. In the firft place, Becaufe the Bee.tllfe 
Number of thore who }1ave in ear- tb~y iJ.t1.-e , . . 
neft fet themfe1ves a bou t this excel- t>een "lit 

k J • L 't'ery Fe~'. 
lent Wor, lave been exceedl1lg .n"1l-' . • h.;r b.ne 
Fhilofophers indeed, that caned them- in urr.dl 
[elves fo there were enough in eyery let r/:em-

, - I 
place, and in every Age: But thofe ~e·'VCJ:-t 
who truly made it their buiinefs to e~~.:/~~;~t 
improve their Reafon to the height; WorE,:,
to free thernfelves from the Supcrfti-
tiol1, which overwhelmed the whole 
World; to fearch out the Obligations 
of 1vlorality, and the 'Will of God 
their Creator; to obey it fincerelv 
thernfelves, as far as they couM dii:. 
cover it by the Light uf N:Hure; and. 
to encourage and exhort others to 
do the like; were bu t a very few 
N.mzes. The Dodrine of br the grea-
teft part of the Philo{()phers, coniifted 
plainly ill nothing but. \Vords, ;md 
tlubtilty, and Strife, anJ empty Con-

• rentlOn ~ -
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The Ervidences 0 aturat 
tention; and did not at all amtni 
even their own Manners; much Id~ 
was fitted to reform the World. TIHir 

&bo[,trs, as Ariflotlc t ex. 
cellently defcribes them, 
tbollgbt tbe111felves bra7JeI) 
improved in PhiloJopby, mid 
tha.t they were become g.Tl. 
lal1t Men, if they did hit 
hear and 1t11derflal1d and 
learn to diJjmte about Mo· 
J'ality; thottgh it bad 1/0 

effe8 at all, 1TOr i1tjluellcc 
lipan their "ia1mers: Jilfl 
as if a Jick j}f,rn jboltlJ 
expe8 to be healed, ly bear-
ing ,t Pbyji.;ian difco1llfe i 

tbo7tgb he never followed auy of bi, Di· 
're8io1lS: Undozlbtedly: faith he, the Mind 
of the ',ue, was exa8Zy as 1mlcll impro. 
'lJed by [nch PbiloJopby ~ a.\ tbe Healtb 
of tbe otbers, Body, /;J Jznb Ph)jick. 
And no wonder the generality of the 
common Hearers judged of their own 
Improvement in Philoiop,lY, uf fuch I 

falfe rneafures; when the euormous ·Vi· 
tioulllefs of the Lives of the P~ilo
fophers themfelves, made it plainly 

* incIufos [PhilofophosJ 
ill Angulis, tacienda pr:£
ci pere, qu:t ne ipfi gu idem. 
heiuor gUt bquunrur; & 
quooiam 1<= a '!Jeri. aElibus 

appear that :>f. their Art 
was not fo much in! ended 
and fitted for the Refor
mation of Men's Manners, 

iemoverunr, apparet {OS exercendce lingll~ cauf;!, vel ad1.o,.rr.ii 
goria, aHem i pram Philo[ophia: reperilfc. La[fa1lt. lib. 3. 



as to be an ExerciJe of lf1it and Sllb
tiIty, and an In}lrz!1lzent of Vain-Glury., 
Excepting perhaps Socr.1tes and Pl,rt!J1> 
and fame others of that Rank; this 
Account is too plainly true of the 
greater part of the Philofophers. The 
Argument is too unpleafant, to inftanc~ 
111 l)articulars. Whoever pleafes, ma 1-"
in Diogenes Laertim and other ·Writers." 
find Accounts enough, of the lewdncfs 
and unnatural Vices of moD: of the 
Philofaphers. It is a jha11le for LS" 
fa much as to fpe.1k of thoJe TbiJ1g'S .. 
which were done of tbem, nat only in 
pent, but even in the moil: publick 
manner. I fuall here only add the
Judgment of Cicero; a Man as able 
to pars a right Judgment in this Mat
ter) a~ ever lived: Do you think, fays 
'f- he, that theJe Things, 
(meaning the Precq)ts of :{- Sed hxc ead.e~ num 
Maralit)T J haa. any il1jlU- cen~s. apud eos lplos vao 

b 
Jere, mfi admodurn paucos, 

nIce. Ilpon t oft Men, (ex- a quibus invenr.l., difputa-
ceptZ11g onI, a very few of ta, confcrir-til funt? Quo~ 
them,) who tcmght, and eus eni~ q~ifq; l'hi:ofQP~o
writ and diJpllted about rum :nve:11tur,. qUI fit ~tJ. 
l 'c i\ T 7'Th • h' mora.us, tta a!llmO iIC Vlr.t 

t 1C11l. .LIIO; r· 0 zs t eJ e conl1irutus, tIt ra.tio pofiu-
of all .tbe PhiloJophers, Lit; qui dirciplinam. fu~m 
wboJe Mma. and Life and non ofl:entat1~nem tClent1Z~ 
M; . . . .{', 'l fed Jegem ~Ita: putee; qUI 

mZ?Zel s we? e conJ ormau ~ obtempcrc:t 'pfe fibi, & de-
to nght Reafon? who ever netis fuis pareat? Videre 
made his Pbilofophy to b~ !ieet ml:lltos, li?idin~~l fcr
the Law and Rille of." bis vos'. /S.c. . Cr.. 11.j':1IIan. 

L~.{', d 'J I2.!lejlton. lIb. 2. 7) e, an ?tot a mere BO,lji 
and Show of bis Jrit and 



The Evidences 0 Natural 
PLIrtS? 1rho obJerved his OlV1t lujl; 1I[lio1lJ 

aud lived in obcdiel1ce to bi~ own Precepts; 
On tbe cOlltra;-y; many of tbC71l1VCre Slave" 
to filthy Ll~(ls, 1JIallY to Pride, 1lli11ly to love~ 
to 1£J11 e Js , Oft.· . 

.And tb~fe 2. Thofe felv extraordinary j'"f€11 of 
few. of fbe the Philof'i)phers, wlw did indeed in 
pl.hrJ~Ja. h good meafure iincerely Obe~r the La\v" l' 1a j' W 0 J " 
did 1~ldeed of natural Religion Themfelves, and 
jil1ceYc!Y maJe it t}lcir eh ief Bufine::fs to inftruC!: 
inde,:voill and exhort Otllers to do the fame· 
10 re;~I'm Tl 1 " I' ' jl1.zn~ind were yet 'JemJe 1:es mtzre y 7g11oral1t of 
nom yet) fimlC DcC1:rines abfcllutely neeeinuy to 
tbm,fL·.ll.'~s the bringirig about this great End, of 
enrrrc:> f,g· t 11C Refurmation and Recovery of Man-
lIoran. 0 , 
Jamc' [Jar k md. 
tr:nL'.r .lb- [)z gnu:r,d: Having no Knowledge r.f 
(oIU!ely ne- the whole Scheme, Order, and State 
cej].lry to f l' h" I 1 j f G d' fiJe brin e- 0 t 1Jngs, t C 1'1 ct.:O~L t) JO S go-
ing'lbo/,t vcrning the ,\-. orlel, his Defign in 
t/},lt gre.~t Creating 1\1an1cind, the origillal l)jgni
EI/d. ty of Humane Nature, the Ground 

and Circumftances of Mens prdcnt cor
rupt Condition, the }\.{anner of the 
Divin9 Interpoiilioll ncceffary to their 
recovery, and the Glmiol1s End to 
which God intendeu fil'.ally to conduct: 
them: Having 110 knowledge (I fay) 
of all This; their whole Attempt to 
difcovcr the Truth of Things, and to 

'#- Errant ergo veJuc in 
Mari ma~no, nee guo feran
rur. incelJigunt; quia nee 
viam cernunr, nee ducem 
fequunrur. Lac;:tnt. M. 6. 

infhucr others therein, was 
-¥- like 'wandering in the' 
wide Sea, without know
ing whither they were to 
go, 01' which way the}r 

were 



and Revealed Retio ion. o 
were to take, or having any Guide 
t () conduCt t hClll. Awl ac,'ordil~2"h' 
t tl1C \.\rifefl: of them w(:re 
l~c:':er bac1n\':J.nl to COll

fds their own ignorancc 
(\ld great bEndncis: t/J,lt 

'Truth \\ was hid fmoll 
them, as it W2re in an 
\;nfathomablc Dcpth: Tb,lt 

" they were mllch in the 
Dad;:: and ,'crY dull and. 

'fiu])icl, not (111l)' as to 
(lC profolUider things of 
\\'iGlom, but as to [uch 

,tl1ings a1[0, which [eemccl 
,y~r)' capab1e of being in 
.,r;rcat part r1i[con~re(l: Nay, 
" Ti.! It even t thofe things, 

w'lich in thcmCch'cs were 
or all others the mort 
Manifeft, (that i~, 'which, 
Vi ;lcnevet lvL!dc ',Hen'?:) 
il'iluld appear mort "b\'i
Ill1, and evid.ent,) their 
113tl1ral l..Tnclcrftancling \\'as 
of it [elf as unqu:.difiecl 

..J " 

E',: c;.r!:et\~ 1 ~1~ ') .n~ t . n'" r 

phi~. n,)l1ne flP,;IT!J, ~'= 
gr.l-i Timns Sli'lg; e0nfi'~
tur j n1u~ta ft.! ign JrJre:, & 
mulu iibi edam a:qi (:r;~ 

• 
am efie d;rctnd~; Cic. 
Ta '·c. tJ..:.1 £ fl. '3. 

I 'E 1'":" "':l....o I: v ;!:.. . .,; ,I) ~,)odl·.·-:12· 

... Tu\ ergo r::, C;.'e· 
n, Ilbri arguull'. gJ.lln 
nihil a philof..'p',ia ct,l, 
ei pOITie ad \':C.ln1. H;ce 
wa v':rb~ fun,: ,-I-l":i .7:.
tem /)C)J mdo a.i j.1r;;:n
ti.un c e .. i 1,i.{cnt!(r; /~,i , 
,tt C.l. 

JI t;"{e 

bC't!j' 

, . , . 
lPJ·t., q!{.c .t'l fl.! e-t; 
ce,-,d 1. i;t'i.llltil r. be
b Q~tl!Ji. Llt1:.l:l~. 

2. C. I .. 

"to -fincl our and ap1)1'>.:ilcnd, as the 
E.n's of Bats to behold the Light (If' 
the Snn: That the \Tcry tirft anJ. mort , 

neccffiuy thing of all, II 
t~le Nature al1(l Attributes 
nf' Gorl himfe1f, were, 
llotwithftanding all the ge
neral Helps of Rea [on, 

Z 
• 

vel' ', . 
• 



The E"vidences 0 at ural 
Profefro cos ipfos, qui 

fc aJiguid cerri habere ar
birranrl1r, adrlubirare co
ger doftiffimorul1l hemi
rum de m,lxima re [:Iota 
diffcnfi,.." Cie. de NatllTil 
f)(~" lib, r. 

* Urinam ram facile vcr.! 
irlvenire polTem, guam falfa 
conyincere. Id. Ibid. 

very difficult to them tl1 
find out in particular, and 
frill more difficult tn 
explain; it being mw:] 
>f. more cafy to fay What 
God was ?tot, than what 
he was: And finally, that 
the Method of infrructing 
Men effectually, and rna· 
king them truly Wife and 
Good, was a thing ~ 
very obfcure and dark 
and difficult to be fount: 
out. In a word: Sv· 
crate,~ himfelf alwHys (j. 

1?enly profefTed, that he 
pretended to be Wifer than 

other Men, only in this one thing, 
that l1e was duly fenfible of his own 

IJ See Plato Ignorance, and II believed that it wa, 
I~ ASpolo- merely for that very Rearon, that the 
gl a ocr a. 1 d "1 ' 1 . r 1l. C tis. Orac e pronounce 11m t le WllelL 01 

:Men. 
P,trt;cll- ilIon particrilm'ly: The .}1tIamtcl', in 
J.trly, tliey \vhich God might be acc:eptctbly 1J,'01' 
were v~r, j/. . d hr' 1 I i "10 ,.," .'lppe , t ele lvIen were en tlre y an" 
b I",~ In • I bl' £ rrl G ' »,bat mar.- unav01( a y 19norant o. lat oll 
ne~ Goa Oilgbt to be 1Vorfhippcd; is, in the g" 
tmght be ueral as evident and plain from the 
Itcceptabl, L' J' f N 1 . 
"U-'OI"(hip- 191t 0 • ature , as ~ny t lIng call 
Jl~'~ be: But III what partulI[,lr iUamter, 

anci with what Kind of Service he \\"i1l 
l,e worfhipped, cannot he certainly 
clifcovered by bare Rcafon. Obedience 
to the Obljgations of Nature, and Imira" 

• 

0011 



and Rervev1.led Relirzion. 
c.. 

t:1tiill1 of the Moral Attri1)utes of Gal; the 
IriCcH Philofophers eafily lwC"w? ,,:as 
undoubtedly the 1nofi aCCf'ptable St·rv:ce 

. to God: But fome fxtfl1t,11 Ador.:ttzon 
fcemed alfo to be necdfary; and how 

. this was to be performed, they could 
not with any certainty difcoyer. Accor
dingly even the very beft of them com

.' l)lieci therefore generally with the out
ward Religion of their Country, and 

~ advif'ed others to do t;1e fame; and 
t fo.,~ notwithftancljng all their :vi [e 
[Diicourfes, they fell lamentablY' 111 to 
:. the 1?raCtife of the mof!: fooEfh Idola
; tnr. La[t,l1ttius obferves that SOC1'ates him
: fdf, ¥ at the Conclnfion of 
• , one of the hravefl. Dl'rcour-lL l' ' .. -" ,.., 7"' ~ , [' ~ ~ ,-. v 0"" ... na,,"" 
: 'lCS that ever was made bv - ,. ,"'.'. l: "'£1" I . 7':(la;' ~;!~') .... "'7l>" - Kel-
· a:lr Philofo1?her, fuperrti- .,.,.,n', 7(;' MX.lI.l1'm(';; cz~
/ tHmfly ordered a Sacrifice to } el.'~) ctMX:TPV~V;t. d,).!1.' 

be ottered for him to}F. f.L·J/L'!~ <J..,ro!OT., ~ p.~ il!,.<7\;',..~1~, 
'.1' J'L,ro In Ph£dont:. 

· pius. But herein L a8a1tti!ls 1I1ud ~'ero Doone fumn;F 
; was certainly miftaken: For vanit3~h; guorl ante morrem 
, Socr,ltes undoubtedly [rake fJmi!iares fuos rog~vir. tiC 
: t~lis in mockery of;£ fL'lllapiu$", /E(cu"lf'i~ gailum, quem "0-

1 
J' v('rat, pro fe fJCf;trCDr. l,,,fJ-

ooking upon Death as his ant. lib. :;: • 
. truefl: Deliver,mce. Plato, 
'after having delivered very 
noble and almoft divine Truths concert:.· 
ing the Nature and. Attributes of theSu-
p~~me -God, t weakly ad.
vl~es Men to worlliip likc~ 
WIfe Inferiour Gods. D~-

• 

mons, and Spirits; 
Z :2 
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I~ quor 
(!~lbuS 
• 

dared not to cOl1rlcml1 the 
worfhipping even of Sta
tues alfo and Im<iges, (\c:, 
dicated according to the: 
Laws of their Countr':: 
25 if \I the ,Honour tlic:}: 
paicl to hfeleE Idol" 
could procnre the Favour 
~mn. Good-win of Sure
riour In te lligences: .l\ nd 
fc) 1- he corru pted 2.1'·~ 
[poilen. the beft Philo!'.!' 
phy il1 the 'Vorld, h'., 
adding Idolatry to tll;: 
'\\, orfuip, which he had 
wifely and bravely be
fore proved to be due 
to the Creatnur of all 
Things. After him, l'i· 
cera, the greateft and beft 
Philof()pher that Rome, Uf 

perhaps any other Nation 
ever IJrodllced, allowed t 
JVIen to continue the 1:.1c
latrv of their Ancci1or:;; 
allv~fcd them \I to Cll]> 

form themf"c hoes to t];c 
fuperfti'o iotIS Religion ot 
their COl/l1trT, in ofteri}:; 
fuch ~acrifi('es to clirrcrcm 
C()c1s, ::!s w:'re by La\': 
cfrablifhd; and 't. r1ibr' 

• rr o 'yes a;: 'l il:'lls fanl: 
\\ '1' t IJ 1 t 1Jle DUI}:"' .l l ,,/J. • 

.I.
\,f, ,.,. I 
.Ld:-," 

o t' 0' , '. 



and Re'Vealed Relz"gion. 
fIJI' burning the Temples r:bu' X~peI infLmmlfl, 
pf the Greci.m Gods, awl remrh G'~(i,£: dicirur-

quod parier:~u, ;nc:~ce 
dTcrting that the whule d h rtnt eO~, O-,r,n:m ,,'C 

. Lniverfc was G();~'S '1 cnt- m!JrtdU5 (mn:; rem;l:~m 
'p1c. In all w 11ic"I, he ef1::r ;:..~ d~m I', ~,!("::us 
f,mdl y COfltrac1ids him- Gr~ci arg;, I.drr;, C;u~, ur 

- augerenr p:erarem :Cl D·-
felf, by t inexcufably COffi- o~, eafdem i::r;" C'UJ5 or", 

: ply in; with th(; Pra:1ifc:s urbcs inc:;:ere v.Jl,,:::runc, 
'u~ tho[e fvl~n, w:lOm in IJ, ih;i. 

f h . + V;deo r~ (: ·~ .. o -". : man)" 0 lis \\rritll1g-; " ',- '" , .. ' 
rt!'J ~ mJnl.i;~(b \'e;-:c • 

. ' he largely anc1 excellently 
;:' preves to be extreme1,r 
l: Foolifh upon ac('nullt (',f 
i t:lO[e yery PradiLs. AnJ 
,. c {' to mentIon 110 m')re, u)r 
~: indeed. thofe of a l()\,:e, 
'. 

• r . r I • 

1 • • • 

:nrt.: ",'0:: - , 
ralU.:n eJoem bc:', 
hciunt ir/i, C-':~'5 
fb![itTinn5 c· n;;·cr:'. 

---_E5~ Hbenrer t'rranr C~: .. . . . 
UUl crrlre Ie Ie :~'''' 

• 

unr, ~uan·-(J mJ~'~ v\,;2~;5 

i~du[tl;n1: l.,rtf :nr .. ,I.,j :'. Rank, the .lvfinllt~}' Philu-
,: 'frlphers, as TIdly l ~tll:; them, 2· 

;'. are not worth t:,c; m~nti-
• 

. oning;) That aJ.;11ira ble ?\[ora1ift: Epi-
[fetus, who f,)r a true ~';(:nre cf \'irtu~, 

· fcems to ha\-e 1~~1'1 no ~aperi\Jr in t:1C 
! . Heathen \\'orld; <.. \"ell He 
r·, al[o II aJviCes MOL to uner 
:. Libations anJ ~acr;fi"es 
•• f • to the Gods, enT\' 011C 

, , !",. . '" _. r., .. "., ~ _;,=;.'~rtl, :: )1.. ... 1 ~""'Hr, 

~ : according to the R~' 1 igitll1 
t.· an~l Cuitol11 of his CUl1l".
f' : tn'. 
i'; -But flill more 1'.lrticlIi.lrlv: T:lat whil'\ A ,1' i" 
,. f 11 1 1 . -, - 1 {l. ' R I r "1 .' 11 a at ler t 1Il1g~, Llete 1C l :'.i:.l.,.·. I~ .'-

; \\'itcft of the P:lilo(lphlrs wcre TIl< ·{r ',,:;.' ,/ :~~ • 
. : ab[olut(1)' :::I.11l1 unavoi,lal11y ignorant .·:.i',:._.l 

of; and yet which, of all ot;:er t;-.in~,;!' .,"'~. 
Z i".: ... ""'" o .. 

~ \\'.~~ 
..- .",','.J.) 

, 

• ,. , 
· ' • • • 

• 
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e Ervidences 0 Natural 
'Was of the greatefl: Importance f.'r 
Si1fJztl Men to know; \I/diS The It:Ie
thod, by whicb fiu;h as have erred froil! 
tbe right way, and have offel1dd God 
')Jl.1Y yet a;;ai1Z reJlore themfelves to tb; 
RWOllr of God, mtd to tbe Hopes of 
lJ.rppil1e ft- From the confideration of 
the Goodnefs and Mercifulnefs of God) 
the Philofophers did indeed very l-e,l

[ou<1bZy bope, that God would fhow 
l1imfelf :placable to Sinners, and might 
be fome way reconciled; But when 
we come to inquire more particular1y, 
what Propitiation he will accept, and 
1 n 'U,b.-r.t Alam:er this reconciliation muft 
be Dlade; hcre Nature ftops, and ex
peCts with imp2.tience the aid of fome 
l)articular Revelation. That God will 
receive returning Sinners, and accept 
uf Repentance inftead of perfea Ohe
dience, Tbey cannot certainly know, to 
whom he has not declared that he 
will do fo: For though this be the 
moft probable and only means of reo 
conciliation, that Nature fuggefts:, yet 
whether this will be alone fufficient; 
or whether Goel will not require foon~
thing further, for the Vindication of 
his Juftice and of the Honour and 
Dignity of his Laws and Government, 
~nd for the expreffing more dfeCtually 
his Indignation againft Sin, before he 
will reftore Men to the Privileges they 
have forfeited; they cannot be fatis-

. faCtorily 



and Rerveated Religion. I B 3 
fa8:orily affured. For it cannot pofi-
tively be proved from any of God's At
rrihutes, that he is abJolzluly obliged to 
l)ard~lTl all Creatures all their Sins at 
all times, barely and immediately upon 

• their Repenting. There ari.res there
.• fore from Nature no Sufficzent Com
: fort to Sinners, but anxious and 
· endlefs Solicitude about the Means of 
,appeafing the Deity. Hence thore di
: \'ers ways of Sacrificing, and number
i:1 1efs Superftitions, which over-fpread 
! the Face of the Heathen \Vorld, but 
L were fo little f..1. tisfafrory to the wifer 
f part of Man1cil1d, even in thofe times 
i: of darknefs ~ that the more confidt:~ 
iring Philof0phers could nut forbear 
i freguently declaring, that ¥ they thought· See ~r~
; thore Rights could avail little or no- t~sA'Clbl' 
t thing towards appeafing the Wrath of :br~::hollt 
~. a provoked God, or making their ' 
~ Prayers acceptable in his Sight; but 

· that fomething frill feemed to them 
to be wanting, though they knew not 
what. 

• 

3· Some other Dofrrines abfolutely And other 
· neceifary like\vife to the bringing about Dolhiner 
. this great End of the Reformation of abfo!/(tel~ 
: 1lankind ; though there was indeed ~~d.:.a;~)?):.: 

fo much l)roGf and evidence of the form iI1.zn
Truth of them to be drawn from Rea- (.ind, tb~ 

. fcm, as that the beft Philofophers could b.:l~ Pbi/g-
J1dt b b -. l - . Japoer s , y any means e mtzre y Z.'l,1ZONo,t were'l!e',! 
of them; yet fc) much dOifbtJ'Ulllcp , d~ubtflll 

Z 4 ltJlcert.li11t V ,t/!d Itnc~r· 
-, t,1in about • 



The Ervidences of J\Tatural 
1I11(,'l't ,1171ty, 2nJ 11 l1jlt'ddi1!fI, was thcr(~ 
jn the Th"lIg:lts and AfTcr t jtll1s of th(r: 
Phjlol.ophc:rs \(lllccrniJlg them, as ('(,lil! 

t Pr,~'rcn::1 n:hil apud 
co, ("COli ell, nilJ:! qUGd a 
Icc:',,':! vcni"r; ~ ~--- - &: 

, 
n( :11") p.iJ"cr, qu''! ncm) 
v(,I, ,ld i'1c':frllm jdb:;rarc. 
r 'I t '/'.. ., -f-." .~Il • ( .' '1 ). 

n()t hut -r v( n r much (;:., , 

miniill their Vl:oper EfF.,; 
and Influence lIpon t':, 
HC2rts allj Lives of ,\lCIl, 
I illfbnce in the [111111(", 

tality of tl..''? 50111, the l'u, 

/«(iJrty of ,1 Future St,>!:" 
and the RelV,1,.d~ cl1Id Pll71i(lmlellt~ to /, 

~ 

dijlJ'ililltcd in a Lij"r! to come. The "i.:-
gUlllcnts, which may be drawn frr E": 

Reafcm ar~d from the :Katurs of thin::" -, 
fm' the Proof of th efe great Trll th~ : 
feem really «lS I llave bEfore fum'.'!:, 
l(J come ver" littlE: fhort of ihid 1~l" • 
m(jnnr~tinJ1: And. accorJingly the \\";. 
(cit Philoj(1phcrs (as has likewiCe 11<::C:1 
jhown bt.:forc) diel indeect fometin,L' 
fccm to have re2,fonccl themfel"1:es iIltI 

a fim1 Belicf rf them, and to haw 
bct:n fullY can'\' incecl of their Ccrtai!:· -ty and Reality:, even f() far as tC> 

;:l pp 1.'~ them to ex cdlcll t purpofes a1,,1 
u[(::s of Life. B:'lt then on the other 
hand, a .\I2J1 cannpt without {(lITe 

rit.'T ~nrl cOll("ern of ?\'IinJ obfern" 
}ww ftral1gc1y at other times the wejg\~ 
[,f the bmc Argllments J(;>enl to lta\'c' . ~ 

1lipt (as it were) Ollt of their Mind,; 
~md with \\'hat wpwlcrLll DijjidC1I', 
l'-,INl'i7l,f!, ail,l Ul!jJ:'d,!i7!t'/~, t11('\; dil
'.~illlrfc about the i:111lC ·Thing~.· I ,Ie) 
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and Req;ealed Religion. 
not h~re think it of any yer)' great 
moment, that there were in:lee(~ frlmc 
wh"ie Seas {if Phiiof0phers, who ab
folutely denied the 111lm~)} tality (Jf the 
S(.1Il, anl veremptorily rejeCted a1l kind 
(IF EXl1ect2.tion (,f a Life to come ~ 

'IThough, to be fure, this could not but 
:n :G!TI1C me:;.fure {hock the common 
Ihpl;:, anJ make them entertain (ome 
fuli~icion ahout the ftrength of the Ar-

;'; guments ufccl on t11<: other iide of the 
~. Queftion b.r wifer ::\LCl1: Yet, I fay,) 
! it cannot be thoug~lt of any very 
~ great moment, that lome who"Ie Sects 
• of Philofophers did in:leed 2bfr·lutelv 
, deny the Immort.7lity cf the SOliZ:, Be
.. caure there r.Lll1 were weak Rea[;')ners 

1n other matters alfo, an,l lllairily 
low and contemptible Philofophers, in 
comparifon (.f thofe greater Genins's 
we are nnw fpeaking of. But that 
\\'hi,11 I now obferye, and which I fax 
cannot l~e obfcryed without fome Ilit); 
;,11'.1. concern of r.End, is this; tbi.t 
even thofe Great Philofophers them
feins, the Yerr Beft and Wifeft, 2.n<1 
moit contiderate (,f thcm t;lat e\"er 
I . , 

. il\"ed; l\0twithftand i ng the undeniable 
fi.rcngth of the Argnments, which h)me
tlnl(:S convillced tncm of the Cenail1-

• • 

• 

• 

ty of a Flttllre St.Itt'; di,l yet at l t;1er 
times eXT/rc1s ~hemfl'h·cs with fo mnC;l 
~eiitanc::- 2.11<1 tll1fteJ·linef's concerning 
It, as, without J.ollbt, c0uld ill)t but 

• 



e E~'ideI1CeS 0 Natural 
extremely ])inder the proper effeCt and 
lnfiuence, which that mnft impnrt<tl!t 
Coniicl.eration ought to have upon the 

t 'E,uo.! , . '" p. S" ct. m-vct.vl1-
,MVCf' U f.l'; v :5 {3/Gluo(.l.bQW 
c , :.t.....,/ 
O·liTOT!eJl J .,,,,CL'V .r:x.0v~ 

1t:t1 E7rt d.{-t'w·ov 'if"rri"JIfMl., 
t% ",",,11.0 II 'iT G/. ~? ; 'iT }. ~ v ii -rr,J 
~ ~ pl.-tfo in Apolog. Socr. 

... Quod pra:ct'r Deo~ 
negat fCire guenguam, (cir 
ipie, urrum meli us fit; 
n;Im dixir anel~. Sed fuum 
illud, nibil ue affirmet, re
net ad extremum. Cic. 
Til/'. Q.:I. ! i!l. I. 

Hearts and Lives uf 1\1<:n. 
I am now, faid t Socrat~. 
a little before his D<:ath 
a/;ollt to lea7le tbis JForld ~ 
aud ye are ]lill to comi: 
'}lite in it: IYhieh of 71; 

have the better Part ttl lot· 
ted liS, God 0111y kllows: 1, 

Seeming to eXIJrefs fame 
Doubtfulnefs, whether he 
fhould have any Exiftence 
after Death, or not. And 
again, at the End of his 
moft admirable Difcourfe 

concerning the Immortality of the Soul; 
I would have YOll to k1to1JJ, 

t ~r;v :3 ~U r..: tTl "Crdf' faid t he to his Friends 
.:i,J'prM 7: ~;...'iTi( «J dl{J/~€IJ" who came tn pay him 
~a.1 ci')a~~·., x,d.i <Ti.7 J (.I.~II ft 
liN. cill -;rcll'U J'/"':(:flC;a.'· their la Vifit, that I ha:ve 
fo'[.u,. Fiato ill P/ud, - ~reat Hopes I it1JZ ?tOW gomg 

into the Company of Good 
jlfcn: 1/;t I would not bg too peremptory 

al1d c01Tfdent concerlling it: 
n 'E II' 'I' ... , 

I "'. Cl.U 0: Oli CI. ml-

.!itU;~«.' ~v 0 ~1·«.7o~ 
iy5ivJ\ Flf aA}.OIl 70'iTO P, 

It<<.' d.1I II ~ b~ 7 d M:;p u.e-
.. " • .... ~ t 

11:1., t.I~ «.fd. €iC.H ,.. 0"1 '7rGGY-

7:. oi nJ-v:(;;7e" &c. Plato 
in Ap%l' SOc/"'lt. 

tbere ; Tboz 

BlIt II if Deatb be 0111y as 
it were a TranJmignltion 
from b:'nce into (motber 
pl'lce; and thoft Tbings, 
whit b are told 21S, be in
deed tnte:; th.1t tbofe who 
are dead to Us, do all Li7.'~ 

{5 c. ~o lik<.:wifc Cicero, 
fpeaking 
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and Revealed Relig,ion. 
rpca1cing of. the, fame Subject: 
illdeavoitr, faIth -(, ne, to ex
plain what JOlt defre; yet 
I would nat ha.ve you de
pend llpon what [ Jh.;zli Jay, 
as certain and il1[-zlliule:
Bitt I may guej" as ntber 
Men do, at what flall Jeem 
mofi prob.lble; And further 
tb:m this, I cannot pretend 
to go. Again: Jrbicb of 
tboft t1~'O Opi71iom, faith t 
he, [that the Soul is mor
tal, or that it is immor
tal,!! is True, God only 
knows; 7rbich of them is 
tnoJl Prob.1tle, .is a ,:ery 

I rrill 

If E.a cu~ Y: 0, l;r P"l-
) . 

tero, e:-,piica~Q; lite ca' 
men C L:<I 11 :heh\u~ ,!.po:-
10, Cerrol ue' line &: fi;.;a 
gua: d:xero; fed ue ,t.r._ 
munculu= unuo e mU,t~;, 
proba bdi a c:;n ic(~ura l,,
quens, U!rrJ Cfilm gLi? 
prngrediar quam ue VerI' 
fimilia yideam, non b~eo, 
Cic T,,(,;, n ·:iff. lib. . ~ ~. 

I . 

t Huum fentcnt:Hum, 
r. D~u< a ,~,,;-'IUd: ~'era ar, ~,' ,;:.~Y" 

vi" cr; t· QU;f venGm:t, :ma, L. ., ~ 

magua QUd;ft:O eft. 1.t. 
'.' J 1"" I 'f. • 

Gre,!t ~lfjiioll, And again in the fame 
Difcourte, ha\'ing brought all tr:o[e ex
cellent Arguments before-mentioned in 
proof of tlie Immortality of the Soul; 
ret rye ollght ,)1Ot, faith ~ 
he, to be over-confident of 
it: For it often b:cppells 
th,tt we are jir011gly .lffcc1,·d 
at jirJl, with em aoJte Ar
gument; .md yet .1 lit
tle while .-ift'?", jla8fP' iit 
flUI' Judgment and Lllter Ollr 

Opinion, c,,'en in cle.1Nr 

!, EeG nihil • • 
n: m: S t:1'}Y.:li. 

" -tet conndere, :-10\'ern ur 
I ' en'm Ixpe a.\guQ acure 

condufo: !aoanlU, mut£· 
mufc: lenc~;'\t:Jrn c'ariori
bu~cJriJmin r:.::'u~~ ~D!'J:S 
el1 cnim Jl:c;:.:a c&;cL.r:cJ~ 
I , ",."' .:.. 1 i.,.hZ • 

.iJ;Lltters tbmz tbt:(r::; For tz", (f: Tbi,!gs 
~I/lljl I,e C01:fi:fJr:d t? l;.n'e Jimie o.1c uri; y 
in tbc·m. And "'gam; I k1:OW ~;0t bow, 

~i:;l 
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The Ervidences 0 atural 
Nereio Quomodo, 

• 
~um :ego. affcnr;"f; cum 
poloi Iibrum. ~"- m::Cltlll 

ipfc de immnrra/;r,lte ani
momm cl:pi co g i Lift: , a 1-
fenfia nmnis ill.! dabirur· 
Ii" i!Ji.l. 

• 

i~tith cr" he, wueu I Fe,lIl 

t be Ar/!,l!1IlC71ts ilr (ll'oo[ lif 
the Souls ]m711ort,r/zty, ii'C

tuinks I am fll/ly (.()7;7;in-
ad; mrd )'ct after I bvc 
laid aJide tbe Book, m;d 
r;OlllC to tlJink a71d c07r/idc)' 

J 

(If. tbe M:ttter alo1Te by my .feZf, prefol,-t-
1y [ fud my fllf flipt again hrft1ljibly i7ltf) 
'l1Y old DOllbts. r"rom an which it ap
pears, that notwithftandillg all the bright 
Arguments and acute Conclufions, anJ 
brave Sayings of the heft Philofophers , 

t Cn:deham facile opi
nlonibus magnorl'm vi. 
rorum, rem grarilfimam 
[~I'jl?£ "m/lmyt.!~it.m:m J 
p,·omltten:lum ml2;15 qUJm 

i'r~fp.ti1til{m. Senl c. epi 11. 
JC2. 

Adeo omnis iJl.l rune 
fanientia Sacy.ltis, de in

yet Life and [m7llort .1Iit} 
\\rere t not fully ana fa"--
t is £."tCtoril y br(j1lgbt to Ligln 
l)y bare natural Reafc)l1; 
hut lvlcn fti1l p1ainl~,r l1nnd 
in neetl of fomc fartner 
anti m~re compleat Vir" 
coverT· 

d~l1rja venerar confuke <Equanimirari~, 
t:e verit.lri,. Tcrrulli.ln: de Animo: 

non de fiducia c)mrcr· 

And thofe 4. Thofe Things which the Phi1of(J-
things phers were indeed the moit flil/y u:r-
';:JlhiclJ tb~y . f 1 l' l' 1 r. " t.7171 0, an( Lll 111 ?"OO( mca~Llre 111;-were m- !:> 
deed c~r- der}l,rJid; fuch as the ObZig"limls oj Vir-
tain 0[' yet tue. allcl the Jlrill () J God in 7JI.?tters of 
they wert" Mar.rIity ~ yet they were 11 (:\"er able 
not abledto to prOl,r; and eX/I[,lin d".rriy clud diflillBly 
prove all 1 f 11 ' " " 
cxpi.lill e1l01l<~ J, to Perf OilS 0 a Ca paL'l t llS, 
cl.l!u!"lyand in order to their complete COII','idioll 
dl/immy <tml reformation. }irjl, bccaufl' md1: 
ellClIgh. of 
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and Req;ealed Reli(lion: 
c":-

"\ tl1cir Difcourfes urOD thefe SllrJje(}s, 
;;~!\-C bce~1 rather fpcculative and 1c:arr-:e:d, 
nice awl fnbtlc J)ifl)utes; than praCti
(al and univerfally ufeful Inftrudirms. 
Thev 1'f' ),'cd, b.:r ftf iCt and Dice Ar
C'c1l1lCl1tHtion, that t;~e fr.-tc1ijr: of rirtllr! 
i~ 'wife and l'cafJ7!.;!!,le and fit to be (/;rI;;! ~ 
rather than that 'tjs of pbin, "o'coll-v y 
ad indijpl'1Jj:IUtJ ObliptioJ!; And wc:re 
:lhle to deduce the IFill of GfJet. only 
k fuch abftraCl: anr1 fuhtlc Re:1Lili,:sS, 

~,s the generality of )'l:en h:?J, by 110 

rncans either Abilitics (f OP1)ortu:;i
tics to undcrfiand or be dul ',~ affi:dcJ -
b\~. Their ,"crY ProfeiEon ancl n'~ )-I ... t 1-

ner of Lifl..', l<::d thcm to make t;'l(:ir 
Philcfop11'.- rather -;' an £n
tcrtainmei1t of 1eifure time 
a Trial (If "\Vit anel Pans: 
all Exercifc of Eloquence, 
al' '\ of the _L\ rt and Ski It 
nt- good ~]1C_'iking; than 
an ,EndL'avl)~lr '0 reform 
t', (' ~\ ~::mners of A-r ('11, b'.~ 
ih0Wlllg them their rb111 
a;", llccciIlf'.' J)ut'\". A'~J 

~ . 
a,','orcl ing 1 r the ~turl y of . -
1 t. was, ;15 Cial'o t him-
L If 0Lr r\"C'5, UnaY(lil~abh' 
'. dlllC(~ 'f) 2. Fc:w. an.! 11~: 

, -
no means fi r;.;d [, '1' the 

• 'Prof~a-o c m:1ls iii,";
rum d ifput.u'". Cj J.l:J'CUJm 
u ~)err: mes for: ~e5 vi rrut:,$ 
& lciem:,r (cI1::o-::,,-, ta
men cc:: Jtl (wm he-rum r qui rempw'::J'iiCJm guh=r
n.lnc] la-,S rer1ecrifc; re
bu', vcre,r lle ren' nn
rum ViceJruf lr~\l~iifc [le-

gc<ciis h':n1"nt:m Ut;;:t:lt1S 
qUlnrum 0=-1. tr.::i-n:lr:. q>.(.:z.n~ 
d.nn (7;;!. Cic. ric f\c:pub. 
trJgln, 

• 

~ F ft, i neu 1 r c.: :::TO, 

I'·n:, " III '"'.' "- . ,., . , , 
(nr:.nn:. .... ll. \.1 rl~' ~ri"111 ,. ... •• ,U l,.':::, 
"0 L Cl , .• 
I. .:""zn( .• J) • .,. 

r:--L~:oC"rh;l rJ~~i~ con
(en:.! iud'ct!)lS, mu;tiru
d.~ 'Ielll ccn~l.!~tO irf.l fu .. 
~'cn; ,- mJ;..!mum 
nc . .H,;umer.",um Cl!, r.h:

renne!c.", n;:~c~ :~14n1 t'!1.:~ I.lpi ... 
b.lr~,l C.lntL:r1! c;:: :'rJtL:r ~ pt. 



The E'Vidences 0 atural 
bu1k and common fort of Mankind 
who, as they cannot judge of the true 
ftrength of nice and abftract Argu:uents, 
fo they will alw~ys lK' fufpicious of 

hlme Fallacy in them, 
~ II 'Olt(')I¥; P.~fI il,VIlI1'<V ,i None \I but Men of Parts 

.tJel)(,~MIJ' ~~t s'iTJ7s~- and Learning of Study 
J\tJ.u-~'1l nlt<6Ttl}VQ~ he,;- _, . J 
U, -;rh~oll<t~ 'j' n ,;:yJ €tI- and lIberal EducatlOn, 
7Sh2>EeJV ri(-UI. ~ 'i7"f<t.Y(AtI.- have been able to profit 
71}{.(,j~ '!1 ~>vx<t.(J'f.Lsv(Vr; ~ by the fll blime DoCtrine 
'i7",oMciiv d}da.,l;iv7 cvv_ lC~d of Pl1to or by the fub-
Yt;>ct.-+ct.v1Illv· 6S7 ')Iijt! , ~ ~ • 

.f;;v, iT- utVITAJ"t:d11d, c¥ tle dlfputatlOl1S of other 
~~f~1 ,;Pt!' J'?}(~~7cvv .m ~l- Philcfophers; whereas the 
MhO·pv ~llrvv. Orr&. ad· DoCtrine of .l\tIoraIitv, 
ver! Cel(. ilb.6. h' h' h R 1 f L~t: 

·A",oolublcoov ".. c W IC IS t e u e 0 He "> ~ -, IHm,)y 0 d h b 
'JIPI1~;, T~;; ~AGv71 ;;- X'- an Manners, aug t to e 
7~vcLc a"K, l\ct.'';;v. C/ftS~, Y..ct.l plain, eafy and familjar1 
'Tl: • 1u.&1.T1D7I: qltlJl/;s>:.m~Dv and {ui ted fully to the 
~>c"Vli;tfi Tal' ltOJ.P7I '!:J '7Ti:t- C . . f 11 M 
fS"rl~" ';:T(d, ~'-;r~v, Ii cJ. ,apaotles 0 a en. 
i:H -rJ K~{7IUVI rr"blUv, Secondly, Another Reafon 
~ I-/MJ" dx.,J/?IV lJ>rYl&t1 why the Philofophers were 
d'U./~e;-V'T&t.t, c1"'Ad /~O")l~ 0' ne1l:er a b1e to pr071e aud ex-
'T~a. i~~X.~/~ 'i7"e;f ,f n(-l-- l' 1.1 d d; 11' (71 
I'II~ EA"-;lV(~V IPlhO!fojl.itt.~ pant c CaJ y au 7J ,Z1!" y 
(.t,~:..I.d-::;llX.OT£~. Id. lib. 7. el1oJlgb, even thofe th1l1gs 

of which they were tbe 
mofl Ct'rtaiit, to Perfons of 

An Capacities, in order to their com
plete conviCtion ana reformation; was 
becau{e they never were able to frame 
to them{elvc:s any complete, regular, 
and confiftent Syftem or Scheme of 
things; but the Truths which they 

¥-'O 'I ., , taught, were '¥- fingle and 
~,l 7'; U~A;~~PQ;~~7!~~ fcattererl, accit1elltal as l.t 

were 



I 

ana Re~ealed Religi()n. -

WeTe, and hit upon by f,(ct1ot. 7:;; X~/>~' d",,' iJ7~ 
h t1 by ~K. ~>l '/Iav7n 3 ".I: l<t, Gir;-

o (-.hance, ra t er lan , 1\.' '- " 

I 1 f h '7nf ~d' 7r:t. -. <:<11.11.191/·· 

o an" Knmw C( ge 0 t e £y.r:t."~)'iJ TI~' dm p-St",: 
00 W ){ole true ftate of Things; 7;;' g--;rE~p..r:t.711'..:;; .;;.t-l1S "'J'}~ 
· and confequently lefs llni- .,& CTtIr')l~v~~ o~ciiv, It<:!-"~; 
· -Ct' N i;1JJ-s')l~r:t.7o. 0, j 7d1JU-
; vcrfally conV1 IV~. 0- net. r:t.UTOl~ c.~ )UJfl(d7s~?~ 
I thing could be more Cer- Ei~n)(.b1s~ , -rlr.. bS"~~.!t..!T 

t.rill, (as they all :"ell 7" tJ: ei'-;ro-;r7ov I'..!f,~' ,??';. 
knew), than that VzrtZle (jIV ~"v ,r:t.Y'Mi'/O; _ ~d.&V07-

ft ' b' I 7ttl '~I~'Wr:t.l· J ",Tin. APl1-· was unql1e lOna ly to Je Log. I.' 
o cboJen, and the PraCtifc of 
it to be recommended neceiTarihT above 
all things; And yet they eQuid never 
clearly and J.lti-Ia8orily make (lut upon 
'Il'h.'lt Principles originally and for' ;rb,Tt 
EJld ltltimately, this Choice was to be 
nude; anel upon wbat Gromtds jt was 
llniverfally to be fUP1)orted. Hence they 
perpetually t difagreed, 
npliofed, and contracliC1:ed 
(\l1C another in all their 
DifputatiollS to [nch a de-

o • gree, that St. AUfli1! fome· 
where out of Varro reckons 

t Nee, quid defende
re debeanr, fc:emes; nee 
quid refurare, [ncur!amq; 
paffim fine dc:le(\u om
oia gure alTerunr, qui
cunq; d;llenriunt. LotH';,,:. 
fib. 7, -_ llli no lefs that 28c Opi

nions concerning that one 
Quef.1:ion, \Vl:at_ ,ns the Chief GqoJ. 

(11' Fm,'ll H.1ppmeJs of Man. The Ef!:cct 
." of all which Differences cCluld 110t~ 
_ . without doubt, but be a mjghty hin

drance to that Conv:C1:ion ard gene
fal Iufluence, which That great Truth~ 

. in the Certainty whereof they All dear-
ly agreed, (namely, that the Practife 

:r (.f 



The Evidences 0 Natural 
of Virtue was neceffary and indifpcl1-
fable,) ought to have had upon the 
Min(ls and Lives of Men. This whole 
Matter, is excellently fet forth by La-

8al1tills: Tbe PbilojOpben, 
faith ~ he, take tbem All 
togetber, did indeed dif n
'ver all tbe p,lrticular ])0-

[lrincs of true Religic7l; 
But becallft eaeb oue indr,1-
vow-ed to c01:fllte what tlJ, 
others a.Oerted; aud 710 011:.i 

jingle Scbeme, n~,1S 711 all iti 
parts co 71jz/le71t , a1rd agrEe
able to ReaJon aud Trlftll; 

'" Totarn igirur verita-_ 
tern, & omne d ;vin;l: re 
ligionis arcanum Philo
fophi attigerun~ Sed aJiis 
rcfellentibus ~ defendere 
id, quod inveneranr, ne
'lu;verunr ; quia fiogulis 
ratio non quarl ravir; nec 
ea, qua: vera ft!oferanr, in 
furnrnarn redig ere pocuerunr. 
L,~ffant, lib. 7-

aud ?tone of tbem 7vere able to collcJ 
into One wbole and ElItire Scbe1lle, t};e 
ftvel'al Truths d~fperJed amol1g them All; 
tberefore tbey were not a!:Ze to 1Jtat1itain 
(tnt! defend what they bad diJcovered. And 
again; having fet down a brief fum
mary of the whole DnCtrinc and Defign 
of true Religion, ffom the Original 
to the Confummation of all Things; 

Tbis Entire Scbeme, fays T 
t Quam furnrnam, ql!ia he, iJccaliJe ibe Pbilofol'bcn 

Philoforhi non com pre- 1Vel'e ignorant of, thereforc 
Jlenderunc; nec verira- they ,vere 'Hot able to com-
rcm compreheneere po- 1 d l Ti 1 . l 
tllerllnc; Quamvis ea fere, pre 1C1t t 'Je rllt'J; 11VtWZt 1-
QI:;OUS fumrnl ipfa con- - }l.mdi11g tb.;tt t,;cy J.11P ami 
HJr, & viderinr & expli- diJc,.vered jingly, almo}l all 
r,lverinr. Sed d;verfi ;lC tbe P,7rticll/,rI'S of wbid, 
lIi'Jerk illa omni.I protu- 1 1 l 
I"rum. nnn anncftenres t Je n'.Iv e Scbeme c011II"'-

. urc caufJs rerum, nee Bilt tbis w,:s done by diJf> 
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and Revealed Religion .. 
fc'ilt' Men aHd at diffirent confequenci .IS, nee ratio
limes,' and in difFerent Man- nes; uc./umml m :1!J~:~ 

( 
. h ' M' qua: eou.,nce l.n,verfa, Y. 

'}leI'S; wIt, varIOUS lX- ccmping,:rem & comp!c~ 
tures of dlfferent Errollfs rem. L:1.[£~nt. lib. 7. 
in what every one difco~ .Quo~ fi e;-:ticiifec ali-
. d f T h.r. 1 gUtS qUI verttatem fparo 

.. erc . 0 rut. ling y;) fJm per fingulOi, per fe-
MId wztbOZlt jindmg the Con- fta!q; d i ffufam, colEgerec 
?Iilxion of the C!:aztJes, alld in unum,. ae redigeret in 
Colljeqllences and Rea ro1ZS of c~rpU5} 15 profe,{to non 

, b' Jed l{femlret a nobiS. Sed 
T< wgs; from the mlltual hoc nem:) face.e, nifi ve • 

. Dependencies of which, the r; peritus ac [c;ens, p(")
Compleatnefi ana Perfeaion t~~ .. Ve~u.m lucem .no" 
.1' 1 7 l S b ;r; 111h eJU> lClfe el1, (llll fie 

OJ toe woo e c eme anJ es. doctus a Deo. U:ifJid. 
Whereas, bad tbere been auy 
lvIm, wbo could b.!ve ctll-
lected and put togerher in Order all 
tbe fi 7)eral Truths, whicb were tallgbt jl1g-

, ly and ft.ltteredly by Pbilofopbers of all 
.. the different Seas, and ha'1Je made lip out 
, of tbem One Entire cOl1fijlent Scheme:, tritZy 

he woztld not have differed much from 
Us Chriftians ~ But This, it W.H not poJ1i
Ide for any LUan to do, witbollt bvillg tb~ 
True Syjlcm of Thil1gs firfi Re·ue.llea ta 
him. 

• 

'5. LafHy, Even thofe Things, which An.! ifait 
the Philo[ophers were not only them- tbi,p: h 
.r 1 • f b ' . h h} 1 lrhtcb t tJ .lc.ves certamo, utW111C t. ey 1a\-ea - rl.;re.zble 
fo been able to pro1)e and /!xpl.U1t to Others, to pr01.II? 

with fufficient clear1zejs ,11ld pl.limtt'j's ; an~ ex
fuch as 2.re the molt obvioZl.~ .mti l1ec::g:lry p!:lIn ch>.:!-

D' . ,t:' LOt:. h h . . h .1 If ,111d i,· 
lItzes OJ 1J e :, t ey ave not yet aLL! it:Wy ~_ 

Alltbority enough toinforce and inculcate 'n)~g,l}, .~et 
upon 1Vlen's Minds \r,rith fo fhong an tbey h.d.' 
I IT: • fl 1 mt (II ff.CI~ mprelllOl1, as to In uence alll govern tAt' 
1 . c 1 - l' , ~ 1 ~n H IJ.,.. 

t le general Pratl:1ce Ot rae \\ or ,1. I 1e , it) tJ ill-
A <:!. T"nzbs fJt'C~ j'l 

Fr .. Ui.:e • 
• 

• 
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• 

The E~vidences of v1tural 
Trutbs which they proved by fpecula~ 

tive Reafon, >(. wanted ftill 
fome more fenfible Autho~ 
rity to back them, and 
make them of more Force 
and Efficacy in Practice; 
and the t Precept; which 
they laid down, how-to ver 
evidently reafonable and 
fit to be obeyeel, feemed 
frill to want Weight, and 
to be but the Precepts or 
Men. Hence n none of 
the Philofophers, even of 
thofe who taught the clear
eft and certaincfi: Truths, 
and offered the beft and 
wifeft Il1jlrZlElio1tS, and in
forced them with the itrong
eft Motives that could be; 

* P l.t ton is d ocum.::ma, 
quamvis ad rem mulnun 
cor..fcrant, ramen parum 
nabCDt Firmit.1tis ad prc,
bandam & implend am 
veritatem. Lallant. lih. 
7-

t Quid ergo ? nihilne 
ilIi [Philofophi] fimile 
pr:-ecipiun~? 1m') permul
ta, & ad verum frequen. 
ter accedunt. Sed nihil 
l'ohderis habent iIIa pr:£
cepta, quia funt huma
na; & aulloritate majc
ri, id ell, divina ilIa, 
carcnt. Nemo igicur cre
dit ; quia cam fe homi
I1em pucar eife qui audic, 
~uam c:f1: ilIe CJui prrecipit. 
.-LaEJant. lib. 3. 

\I"EI-roTO/.u' ,fI' .til ciA" . 
e ~'u· . T'd't d1WJlf::rlv7tt~ J}-
4.;}iivetl T~~ d"f[lCt.~~ T 
;;>'f.:P~Vft)JI if 'ITd~ (d'll ".dm " 

e- , tf " 
"" TII'lTdV H'ITd~ ''X,Olf'mlJl. 

In 'T A.. N , .6lttTIrli/17U1 lS.Ja-ICI lC-J 
'\ , ..... ,)J 

-" eA';Ilt.IICI me ~ Cl.'lr cW-r .... _ " 
7W /I ~j\lff.i.PIf P.~1J..O'7@-

• 

were yet ever able to work 
any remarkable Change, 
in the Minds and Lives 
of any confiderable Part 
of 11ankind ; as the preach
il1g of Chrift and his Apo-uJ.iil'@. J'UX.VV7W lJl ~ 

X.tMo- ~ 0 ''';''&I(.aV@-, 
, A fa..- ~'" I • ~ \"..., ..., 

'1ivH "'':7ioJ1l'~Y iJir tl.1c.J1·IClJII 1£O],.~C7!"'" \I m 'T 7lil.&7"'JI ~ IJ-U' 
f'et.')I~y.>1I. Ongen, adverf. eel!. ltb. 8. 

n " 11." N ~E ';- , \.'1 ~ I 

d.f~ /.l.'fJ 0:;1, JY\n OJ, ff • '/Jf; wet. ,JhJv. '$;I .. JC () I ch. 61 
JtV7if9"· iJ.~'l, rIO.il.i,lUollI, ~Tet.J3u.."71'.cl?J'o ciO'eJ7lS ~ IJ-0X~' 
~'jziTlS 'iv, iqJlAOO'& I/'Ifcn:tV' ~ ~ -n.f 'JnFI!, ti (dlloll 'Tt''11 oi 
J'cJJ"€l{{/., et.rJ\.' ttj.J J[jf -roTa M et.'iTi"'tO'ill' o'i'm'" )+.}~(.UPOI etr<J~eJ"r,;p 
x.'l!h. Idem. lib. ,_ 

Da mihi virum qui fit iracundu5, l!{c. Nllmquil bJ'!c Phi/c
[QpiJorlim &c. Lattanr. lib, ,. Stu this p.1.u:,g~ citedabou, 
p~g. 170. 

frIes 



and Rervealed Religion. 
• 

files undeniably diet Neither does It 
appear in HifuJry, that ¥ 

any Number of Socrates's 
or Plato's Followers, were 
convinced of the Excel~ 
leney bf true Virtue, or 
the Certainty of its final 
Reward in, fuch a marmer 
as to be willing to lay 
down their Lives for its 
fake; as Innumerable of 
the Difciples of Chrift} 
are known to have done. 
In Speculation indeed, 1t may perhaps 
feem poffible, that, nbtwithftanding 
It mutt be confeifed Philofollhy can
not difeover any compleat and fatis
factory Remedy for paft 1Efearriages, 
yet the Prece )ts and Motives offered by 
the beft Phi ofophers, might at leaft 
he fufficient to amend and reform 

• 

Men's Manners for the [Jltllre. But in 
Experience and PraElice it hath on the 
contrary appeared to be altogether im
}:loffible, for Philofophy and bare Rea-
ion to reform Mankind efFecrualh-, 
without the Aitftance of [orne higher 
Principle. For, though the bare natu-
ral Poilibility of the thing, cannot in-
deed eafily be denied; yet in tbis 
Cafe, (as Cicero excellently expreffes 

• 

t it,) in like ma1t1zcr as , r. r f • P.'h' r. k . 1. • T Nlm II, con ,en u CIT'. 
2n )J1r • zt l1!(ltters 1tot Jl1/g, nium Phil01"ophorum, la-
.betber a Difr:aJe lot! [nt.'!; piemill11oemoaf\cq\:-\lllr) 

A a 2 r .. 
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The Evidences 0 N atur al 
ill (ul1lmis inaJis omnes 
fu 111 tiS, qui bus vos opri
me: conrulrum:1 Diis im
n1'lrra Ii bus c!iciris. NJm 
uc nikil inccrdl urrutn ne
mn 'V.de.lt, an /lemo po[fit 
v,!I,,~e; fie non iDtelligo 
qu:tl illrcrfir, utrum /lemlJ 
fif (:trieu,f, ;]n /lema efJe 
r?([it. Cic. de N.1tura De
Of. lib. j. 

as that 1to Ma?t does, or 
;to Man can 1"eCOVer from 
it; fo neither aoes it make 
al1Y diJfere11ce, 7Vh~tber by 
Pbilnfophy '}to Man is, or 
no Man can be made wife 
a1Id good: So that, with
out fome greater Help and 
A1Iiftance , Mankind is 
phinly left in a 7Jery htJld 

State. Indeed in the original uncor
rupted State of H1.1rnane Nature, be
fore the Mind of Man was depraved 
with prejudicate Opinions, corrupt 
Affections, and vitious Inclinations, 
Cuftoms Rnd Habits; right Reafon 
may juftly be fuppofed to have been 
:t filincient Guide, and a Principle 
powerful enough to preferve Men in 
the conitant PraCtice of their DL1ty; 
But in the prefent Circurnftances and 
Condition of Mankind, the wifeft, and 
moB: fcniible of the Pl1ilofophers them
felves have not been backward to com
plain, that they fOlllld the Ulldcrfla11d
il1/!,S of Men fo da-rk a1rd dOl/dy, their 
W'ills fc) by.a/fod and illcli1ted fa Evil, tlleir 
Rdli01I.1' 10' olltragious and relJdling IIgcriufi 
Rc:"Jim; that they lookt upon the Rules 
anr.l L~n\rs of right Reafon, as very 
hanlly practicable, :~l~ld which they 
had very little Hope. of ever being 
able to perfwade the \Vorla to fubmit 
to: In a 'Vord, they confdfed that 

, Humune 
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and Revealed Religion. 
Humane Nature was ftrangel:,r cor
rupted; and acknowledged this CO"l'lCP
tio1t to be a Difeafe whereof they knc. V" 
not the true Cazife, and could not fnd 
out a fufficient Remedy. So th2.t the 
great: Duties of Religion, were laid 
down by them as 11atters of fpeocl.~
tio?! amZ difpltte, rather than as the Rid:" 
of AEti'l?t; and not fo much llrged jiPljll 

the Hearts mzd LiiJe, of iv.f:m, as pro
poJcd to the Adl1'i/\?tio1Z of t hore, w::.o 
thought them ffarce poiEblc V) be 
effeCtually pracrif;:cl by the ger:crality 
of Men. To rC::T,dy' an t:·.cCe 1):1:)i.
ders, ann. con:']'1cr ail theft C .. 'rli.:l)t~
ons; 1.h .. ere '\'~"as p~aill1:r vtar:.tii-.g {'''-.J!Tle 
extraordinary Zl111 fupe.rnatural AJiJ!
ewee:, whiC':' \.~·"s above the ff:.1'':·l of 
b'1 .. ··· R""al~"" "".; P\ll·l",r,ol-l.\~ "\ ')"" ,..... .... '-... .1 ~.t.H~ .:.. 'J_ .I!! l'# l.!. u-

cure, an,1 yet without whic]{ the Pni

197 

lm~jp~\ers themfelvcs were 
feniib le there -'t' could ne
ver be at:y truly Gre.1t 
Men. 

* '!'. ;-:-,) ll'~r""~r')" I':r ~". ". . .............. . 
• • 

n13g:1\.J~, tl:1': L,i'tir.; ~,,;':}!.:_ 
1;1 fule. L i'::1 ...... 



]: 9 8 The Eruidences 0 N atur al 
hcjl aut! wifejl of the Heatbw PbiloJo~ 
phcn themfelves bave maae, of their Senfc 
of the mceJlity ana want of fitr:b a Re
velatio,t; and f,.om their E'xpreJlio7ts of 
the Hopes they bad e,ttertained, that God 
'Woldd fam8 time or otber v.?uchJafe it lmto 
tbem. 

A Dillin: 1. There was plainly wanting a Di
~:r1Jo;lt .. tlIO/l vine Revelatio1t, to recover Mankind out 
.. ~, II f! '.Y f h . . r. 1 . d d 
flecejJ.tyy o. t elr U111Vena corruptlDn 2n e-
fay ~h~ re- generacy; and without fuch a Revela
cO'l.'er) of tion, it was not l)offible that the 
M.tnb...ind. World ihould ever be effeCtually re~ 

formed. For If (as has been befor~ 
]?articularly {hown) the grofs and fiu~ 
l)id Ignorance, the innumerable Preju· 
dices and vain Opinions, the fhong 
PaHions and Appetites of Senfe, and 
the many vitiou5 Cufioms and Habits, 
which the gcnerali ty of Mankind con
tinual1y labour under; make it unde
niably too difficult a 'York, for Men 
of all Capacities to difc.over every One 
for himfelf, by the bare Light of Na
ture, all the particular Branches of 
their Duty; but moft Men, in the pre
fent State of Things, have manifeftly 
need of much Teaching, and parti
cular InftruB:ion: If thore who were 
l)eft able to difcover the Truth an1 
inftruCt others therein, namely the 
Wifefi and Beft of the Philofophers, 
were TheH1felves unavoidablyi altoge
ther ignorant of fome Doctrines, and 

very 
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and Ret"'Jealed B_e[igion~ 16 () 
very doubt ful and uncertain of others, 
abfolutely necdfar'c to the bringing 
about that great End, of t;-,e Refor
mation of Mankind: If {;1o[e Truths,. 
which they were themfc:lves very 
certain of, they were not yet able 
to prove and explain clearly enough, 
to vulgar lJnderftandings: If even 
thofe things which they proyer! fuffi
(lently, and explained with an clear
nefs, they had not yet Aut~ority 
enough to inforce and inculcate up
on Men's 1Iincls with fo fhong an 
ImpreiIion, as to influence and. go
vern the general PraCtice of the "\\T or1d ; 
neither Tlretended to affonl f,Ten any 
fupernatural Aiftftance, which yet was 
very neceifary to fo great a" 'Work: 
And If, after all, in the difcovery 
of fuch 'Matters as are the great l'vla
tives of Religion, Men are apt to 
be more eanly wrought upon, and 
more ftrongly affeCted, by goed Tefti
mony, than by the ftricreft abi1:raec 
Arguments; So that, upon the whole, 
'tis J?lain the Philofophers were ne
ver by any means wen qualified to 
reform Mankind with any confidera
ble Succefs: Then there was e\-i
dently wanting fome pm'tintl'lr R~'z:e
l.ttiolI, which might fupply a1l thefe 
Defeds: There W~'lS l)lain 1 ',T a :K ece[
iity of fume p.ll tioil.lr R~.'d,lr?01/ to 

A a 4 diicon'r 
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~co The Ervidences 0 atural 
• N()f.t.o:;"';Tl/~ ~!i7~. "vv difcover :>(.. in what Ma". 

1t~,1t.7117~1' ;;m~,..;,~;:- 1zer, and with what Kind 
tP.';1) 1(!J.IVO;;Pf.l

tu /l'.,m '~' oif. extenza. 1 Ser1Jice, Gnd' 
tnb c-td.1I 1777<; /.Lll oalYs~ 

li&~ 77,Te~--J.~i ".ci .... tP·~.:lu. . m~gh t . 2ccepta bl y be tv,Ol'
t;lj., V_H~lI:·",,-;r(}.e5-na./I jhzpped: There was a Nc
£IJ'(.,;"~: df(},7M",~J" o~J\w~- cefiity of fame paJ'ticlI' 
7'Il'p EiJY:I'd.,711.3' ~Ou 1ptl-· ',. d'r 
tnt:; 'TOI!I'f'{c1l "Iii~. ~l'l- lar. Revel.ltlOn, . to. l1eo-
toJin EpinomMr. . ver what Expzatzon 'God 

T t/; ~ J); '11l1t:tiJ1d. [5-G- would acceI1t for Sin· by 
~ , ,.,~ , , 

6)11 ~e:,,'7l!!<:l.~_1 ~T e~5U- which the Authority Ho-
(.lt~ IIEI.E-I •. O.lX,l(O;76, n . d'" 'f h' 
'71"0,\111 1i'J'~II) ct1Vf[J 7rw/b- nour, an 1)1gnlty 0 '15 
t.(s:n Edv vg/l'iX0w-v,:lN Laws might be effecru
XfIJO"o(/.e.3rG EEI1').'w;;i a»,' a11y vindicated: There 
H.,· r 'lifd.1,,,(d e .. ;t· Plato N ill f r " ~ .......~, was a ece 1ty a lOme 
,Ie l(!!pl/b I. 4· • 1 R l' ". t n ~v rlAJ!~~ $ pal'ttcll al' eve atzoll, to T 
?;~v;, J'fi'X.up i;~.'m.I.Jd.tJJ<£ give Men full affilrancG 
{f7Q}{ ltXE1V mAAr.:! ~/I.' of the Truth of thefe 
~1'1bIl1uv7Q}v. 9slf~. 7IiT' f R l' '. . 
Flats de Lcgib. lib. I. grea t iJ,'.LflfZVeS 0 e 19lOn, 

the Rewards mId Pmtifl
me'Jlts . of a future State; which, 11ot
withftanding !the ftrongeft Arguments 
of Reafol1, Men could not yet for
bear dou1)ting of: In fine, There \\Tas 
a Ne~effity of fome particular Dh,ine 

Revelation, to II 'rna~e tl~e 
II T; 111 .N :'11 'T~ tAp~ whole Dottdne of Reli-

r.,' JUlia ov Cd, °lOP 'Te 11 C . . .'ld 
"', .. ' "l'e/~' ill( ~C'jll a apaClt1CS , to alL 

~(."~)"I<;tt. ~,j'" ,- -" , 'ur' l :1 A l' . 
~;-kJ'd.'·)H,ol 77.- dJ'!" lief' , 111 eZ,g 'Jt

1 
. al1

ft
(, lit )onty to 

;lv J)Jd~m", fl /I.~ e.o,~ t le p awe Precept". a.nd 
C:'PllyoI1o. 1'/'ltO III E/,/. to fUfniIh :.Men with ex-
flomide. traordinary AJlrjl<l9Tt:CS to 

. enable them to ovcrcorne 
the Corruptions of their Nature. And 

1/litbout 

• 



and Bel"{Jealed ReLi . n . 
• 

fiJi/bollt the Affiftancc of fLlch a R(Ye
latio!l 'tis maflifdl: it was not pofEble 
that the: Worlel C(Juld ever be efieCtuany 
tcfrJrmcd :, Te may e'en . 
gite 07Jei', faith >(.. $ocJ':ttcs, Of Ej·/ct.7- ;. :r';'<l' /f";' 

, .~11 Hopes a" amei:,l'z7io'1 A.fc/Zs VQ' -?,,-.:~~d'·al'::!:' -!. <.!.:<-

, ';'~. fi'J tl jil1tllJ'P ).",7-'- ':':1, ~ tM. ,,:0:. ;:.>.-
.• lYlil.711;ers or.)fJ ", • - , ,.. 

r..'JV t.I p..'.J 0 \,: :~~ ~"';j-

!. 1t1l1efi (]o~ be ple ... ?ftd . to ,""";I.l.~+~=.xi;Jc./~~·;,;- !.:,<It; it. 
i fen·d. JOlt Janie.· OtheJ.' I'!l"- Pl.:tJ in Ap!:'6' :·c"lri:. 

~ ,. ,fl.' n A d t E~~ .. 53 "'/c..,.. ~-·~'·.,..t iJ.01% to 7?1j',:.I!Cr:, .. yr.,11:.· 11" ,."I' ••••.•..• ~~ 

PI 71Tl' ~ h + 0, 71 ?,:~ !:til Ci"~'.;-~~ 7·: 1-1 
:: ato, II' Jatc7:er, .. alt, . "}.':llJ<!1 c,:v Iii. <'> 71:1_ 

'. he, . h f't :~·lght. ctud ai, z.t<!.~'7~ ~.ft.7ct.d~1 .. >;'I~H
; ftiOizld be,' in the pr('ftnt Enl ;: v, 0:~ «Q'j~v "~I ~ ,<:,
:. Jhtt~ of rhe lY(}J'ld; .can be -rV"t, J'l"n:l~ R.~" kG!

: f~ ouly' . by . the P,1rt icul.-lr !II_ lib. 6 • 

. terpoJttzrm of God. , 
2. Since therefr:,re t?ere was plainl? Th.,: it 

<. and. confeifecllJ~ Vlrantmg a Dh.:ille Re- ~.l!: '~~7:~:'.: 
'i:elltt~~lI, to. re~1eve the Neceilities of di:~.:~~,: :,j' 

. l\'Ien 111 theIr N.atural State; Ani fince .\'.tt;,!" 
•. ' no' Man can IJretencl to fay that it is .:t:;i 'i,:" .' .. , l\. . • 
.. inconiiftent with any of the Attributes "::r'> " 
. ' f" G 1 b' 1 ·tt· 'f:.! e\F· <!;r 
:" 0 OC, or un eCOmll1g t,lc H 1 ~l(lm b:e T':)" 

~ cf the' Creator cf ~d t11ings, to fup- .11:'.' ".1 ~·i. 
... ply th'at ,\Vimt· to reveal to his Crea- ~ ir.~ r..~
U [Ures more' flll1}r the way to H:lpri- .... ~!.;::" •. 

f':· ners; to mn1;:e more particular r,iC:o-
" veries 'cf his Will to them; to ret be-

• 

! fore' them' ,in a. dearer Light, the 
Rewards' and PumiblT,Cnts of a future 
State; to explain in what mal1lh.'1' he 
will be plcafd to be wOl'Hlippell; :illli 
to declare what ~:ltisfadi(H1 he will 
~H'Cq)t for Sin, and ur011 w;laF C()~h\i-

, tll)rJ~ 



tioD!> he will receive returning Sin
ners; Nay, fince on the contrary, it 
feems more fuitable to our natural :t\o
tioI)s of the Goodnefs and Mercy of 
God, to fuppofe that he fhould do 
an this, than not: It follows undeni
ably, that it was m~ft reafonab~c) 
and agreeable to the dICtates of l\a
ture, to expeCl or bope for fuch a di
vine Revelation. The generality of 
the Heathen ·World, who were far 
more equal and Iefs prejudiced Judges 
jn this matter, than our modern Deifts i 
were fo fully perf waded, that the 
great Rules for the ConduCt of Hu
mane Life, muft receive their Autho
rity from Heaven; that their chief 
Law-givers thought it not a fufficient 
recommendation of their Laws, that 
they werc agreeable to the Light of 
Nature; unlefs they pretended aU;\ 
that they received them from God. 
But I have no need in this Argum~nt, 
to make ufe of the Examples of Ido
latrolls Law-givers: The Philofophers 
themfdves, the Beft and Wifeft, and 
the leaft Superftitious of them, that 
ever lived; were not afhamed to con
fefs openly, their Senfe of the ":am 
of a Divine Revelation; and to de
dare their Judgment, that it \\'"as moft 
natural and truly agreeable to righ t 
and found ReafoD, to bope for fome
t:1ing of that Nature. There is, be-

.fide) 



• 
; 
• 

and Revealed Rr:li!(.ion. 
£c;cs the fevcral r;lan:s be:fqre cit.ed, a 
r,1oH: excellent Pailage in Fl.:lto to tho 
purpofc '; one of the mGft remarka
ble PaiTagcs indeed in hi:> w\olc \~'Grb, 

. though not quoted b:.~ ~nv t::at I ha\'e 
. h ' ., , f I' . ~ 1~ n',ct WItl; WrllC:l t:-:.e,:: vrc trll!l~t 

highly \1t orthy to be tran1cribed 2tt 
large, ;,os a jufl: and unanfv;erable Rt
preach to all t:~ofc whf) deny (hat 
tl,ere is any \\"ant or l'eed of a Re
~·elation. It Jcems befl to 11:13, fait~ 

i -1- Socrates to one of his , 
.t Difciples, tbat we e"per! 

i 

.! quietly; 1i,1'} it is abfdl/tc
ly 1lf:c~/Jary, t bt n';:: 11-' .l;t 
with p'Ttie1tce~ tiil fif(;b time 

• 
• 
• • • 

, 
.15 we am Le,ll'7Z cert.!i7!Iy, 
bow we o light to b::b.17.:e 
our ftlves both tow •• ras God 
{Iud to'fl,'.1rds bIen. lrhcJI 
will th,1.t time wme, re
plies the Difciple; (l1/d who 
is it th.lt will te.?.)) Its tbis? 
For methl1zks I t'.ln;c:!ll)' de
Jire to .Fe .HId k,1I01V r.:!Jo 
tbe PC'IIon is dNa ),;"i!l do 
it. It is O)!C, anfwcr::i 50-
cr"tcs, who h.u "OJ).' •• 

COHcern for Y0lt. But in 
like m.l1l1ter, as Homer l'c:

J.zte, th.1t :rvlin(:l'Y:l, took 
<11).'.1Y tbe MiJl from beIO) e 
Diomcdes's Eye5, t '-',zt J.,,, 
misbt be able k) d)!i'!811.:./~' 

one 
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and Rervealed Religion. 
D{ty comes:, And I hope, God willi17g, 
lit ?nay ?lOt ~e far off. And. in an'Jther 
!place, the fame Author, having given 
I a large Account of that moft excel-
! lent Difcourfe, which Sfjcrates rr.ade 
f a little before his Death, (,Gncernin~ 
.• the great DoCtrines of Re1ig:()n, t~,e 
:'. Immortality cf the Soul, anJ t;le CC~'
.. tainty of a Life to corr:e:, introduces 
. one of his Difcip1es rep lyir: g in t: ..... e 
following manner: I .1111, 

faith :{- he, of tlN J.liJZ e 
Opinion 'J.l.,it b Jolt, 0 Socra
tes' concerning the p t ,ji"gs; 
tbat, to diJco!;er the er
tai1t Trlltb of tb:iJ1, i;: 
tbis prrJe1Zt Lif', is cit!;:'r 
abJol1ltely impofjible for 1!~, 
or lit le.l}l exceedillg diffi .... 
(lL.1 t ; Tet, ?rot to enqZlir,: 
71'ztb 0111' lIt7ll0jl diligei:c:::: 

\ iuto 'II-,b,lt c;!1I L'e j;zid ,dl01Li 

them, 01' to gii.'~ 07.'fr Ollr 

inquiry before :n't;' 1M,'f: c .1;'-

1'ir:ti Ollr JeaJ'cb as frr ,1' 

po.uz'blc, is the Fen of·1 
?/It:il11 and 1011' Spirit: 011 
tbt! cvntr.l"} , m'! ollgbt t ht'l'c
fore by illl lIlc.T1t~ to do 
O~IC of tlJt,p two tbi,;gs; 
Cltbt'J', by bc.rrb:i1rg to fH-
JI~'I~EliVll, mId by aliI' o T).') 1 

dzlzgt:1It StlIdy, to fil!d Cllt 

the Tnltl); Cl', if d.',lt 1.>~' 
• 
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alfolutely i11lpojJible, tbe1! 
fix Ollr Foot lIP'J1l tb,1t wlJi, h 
to humane Reafol1, after 
lltmoJl parch, appears /)cji 
and 11lofl probable; and 
trllJlil1g to That, ,[lent IIi'; 
11 on that bottom to direct 
t e cOllrJe of our Lives ac

cordingly: UltleJs a Man could bave jlia 
fome morc Jure and certaiiz COl1auc'1 tj 

ccirry him tbrollgb this Life; fitch as a 
Divine Difcovery of the Truth, 'Wolild 
/;e. I ihall mention but one Inftance 
more, and that is of Porpbyry; who, 
though he lived after our Saviour:s 
time, and had a moil: inveterate ha
tred to the Chriil:ian Revelation in 

t Quum <lucem dicit 
Porp/JyriIlS, in primo de 
Rl!grejJuAlIim£ libro, nOIl

dum receprum in UDam 
quandam fe{t.lm qua' u. 
niverfalem vi am anima: 
continear iiberanda:, non
dumq; in fuam notitiam 
c:aodem viam hifloriali 
cognitione perlatam; pro

p:uticular, yet t confer
res in general, that ile 
was fenfihle there was 

• 

wanting fame 1t11ivelfal Me· 
tbod of delivering Men! 
Souls, which no Sea: of 
Philofophy had yet found 
onto 

cuI dubio confirerur, etfe aliquam; fed non dum in fuam 
venitfc noritiam. Ira ci non 1ufficiebat quicquid de anirnJ 
Iiberaoda fiudio(jffime didicerar, fibique, vel potius alii!, 
no!fc: Ole tenere videbatur ScmiebJt enim ad hue fibi at-• 

etfe ahquam pra:fiamiffrmarn aul!:orit:llCl11, quam de rc 
tanra fC:Gui oplJrrr.cer. .riJ:gujiin. de ci"llif.ltt: Dei, lib. 1; 

C. ,oz.. 

.~. Thl~ 



and Re~vealed Religion. 
~. This Senfe of the Antient and Wifeft The IInr~a' 

Phllofophers, is much departed from /on:1.blene/r 

by our Modern DciJfs, who contend that °be~Jod~rn 
. • "IT" N d f ' ;, In Ithere was no vy ant, no ee 0 a den}i1/~ the 
:Revelation; that Philofophy and right Want ana 
~Reafon was of it felf fufficiently able, ~(e of <'l. 

{to inftruCl: and preferve lvlen in th~ on:'I.e af[O 

Practice of their Duty; and that no-
., thing was to be expeCted from Reve-
~ lation. But befides what has been al-
l ready hinted concerning the extreme 
I Barbarity of the prefent Heathen 

World, and what the Philofophers 
both Greeks and Latins have:: c:onfdfed 
('oncerning the State of the more ci
vilized Nations wherein they live:Q; 
I think we may fafely appeal even 
to our Adverfaries themfelves, wbc~ 
the,. the Teftimol1Y of Cbrijf, (with-

. , out confidering at pre[ent what Truth 
and Evidence it has,) concerning the 
Immortality of the Soul, al~d t~.e 
Rewards and Punifhments of a Fu
ture State, haye not h,d (nonvi.h
ftancling all the Corruptions cf Chi
ftians,) vifibly in Exper~ence and Erred, 

a ,~ greater and more PO\v"
erful Influence upon the 
Lives ~.nd Actions of :Men, 
than the Reaionings of all 
the Philo[ophers t 1,at e
ver were in the 'World; 
Whether crt:rlible Tdli
mon::~, and the Bc1i-~f and 

.\utr.oritv 
" 
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Authority of Revelation, be llot iii 
it felf as it were a Light hclrl tfl 

the ConfcicllcCS of Rupi(l and carckr, 
Men; and the moft natural and Pff,-
11c1' means that can be imagined, tf) 

awaken and rowze up many of thofc, 
who would be little affeCted with ,dl 
the ftriCt Argumenrs and abftrad Rca
fnnings in the Worlel; And, to brilli; 
this matter to a ihort HIue; wbe' 
ther in Chriftian Couutrics, (at leaf;: 
where Chriftianicy is profe:ffed in allY 
tolerable degree of Purity,) the gt-

nerality even t of the 
t "n~ ~1lxJ.71 x,Jf n meaner anel moft vulgar 

~cti\;'I"_~ /2..pg. Xe<f 71V.r.!,~ and ignorant People haYc 
1!-J d.~I.;:j'!-,-(Q l\117TTl$), o~- T d "llr h' :w.', '71~~; '0~~ 'P4~~1I Jlo- not. ruer an Hart lCf 

~:4~ a. t, Ad. (.J.u~jd, '71"AII-51. NotlOl1S of God, mor~ 
~d.~f?,<l.f(QV' EI/J~b., Uc:- juft and right Apprchell
m.m/trut. Evan;.eL. fib.,. :hans concerning his At-
c. 1; J .n; 0s~ X~l,fi (.J.d.- tributes and Perfeaion~, 
;:m7:u~;;:n:tl C;,X,l\!IIJ"Id.I, a deeper Senfe of the 
crtll·.;!7,,-~ol-m'd.J 7d.1, ~ v Difference of Good and 
"7Td.fOlX,~(j"/ Jl1ir-c:;' ~Y..}{,AII' Evil, a greater regard 
U1~/~, (Q{ CP~'>ll~'~ S/O"JV ; v 1 bl' 1 
xar1'Wf/. 1 i~ y':i ~}{. :lv to mora 0 igatlOl1S anc 
o!-'-oAoyn=l, '!:J 7~, ,)(,?,i to the plain and moli: 
f"~ -T d·m, ,f Ex-il.A.nd!G; necefiary Duries of Life, 
,,~ 11U).)!. : <T€-< 7' (js/\ TIO and a more :firm ~.n(l 
~'(<I~ i"d77~"mA7I.r;, X.~.iT-
7~~ 7' ,)'%,i!'<'<" T ~v 70!~ univerl:tl Expectation cf 
J'~''-O/; ~X.il.Al1IJ"IWV; [:-Jure a FULll! C S· ate of Rc
rh;~ F'JI~g:::~' bl'rh_crr wards and Puni1hments i 
rupt!y prWfC-r. ,';77171.)"",,, , n- , ' 
j'c.ld (>! -ol!J)..~r;;; ,inn .1110 tile :'.:nle ". ":'t:f( by.lo IInpt:rkd 
TrJl'tlmuc;. ·()rit.~Il .• /d.et". Ul). Ii::. ,. Edit. l..LIlub. p·/s, 
121:1 'j - than 



and Revealed R~ligiJn 
than in any Heathen C(Juntry, any (',-n1;
derable Number of lVlen were ever ktHi(l 
to have had. 
. It may here perhaps be l!rc·tc:nrle~: {i', y'" ,: 

b,r Mrdern D<:ifts, that the great 17,- :'~.~7'...,' 
J d ~ Ir7 J '! 

llorance and un eniablc COHllptnd 1 :.- i "- ,',': 
of the whole Heathen 'V,'orld, htS .:.'- ,.~;:
always been owing, not to any ~,::- It 

fr)]ute Infufficiency cf t he L~g'lt c-f 
Kature it felf, but merely to the Fanit 
of the feveral llarticular I'erfrJ!,s, i:l 
not fufficiently iml1rcying tr,at L::;~i! :, 

i and that Deifts l\TolV , in places w::ere 
t Learning and right Reafon 2.re C'ulti.
~ ,'ated, are well able to diico\'er ar::l 
I i explain all the Obligations :?l:d ;"10-
i tives cf M-orality-, w~thout bclicYil~g 

any thing of Re\-elatlo11. But the, 
. e\'t':!l1 though it were. trne, (~s, in t1~;::; 

Senfe they intend, it b\~ no me:ms i~ , 
. becaufe, as has been -befc,re n-.cvn:, 

there are feveral very neceil3.n~ TrUl';~s 
not l)oifib Ie to be di fC,)\-er-eu \\- it \ 
any ccrt,lint) loy the bare Lig:1t c,f ~3.-
ture:, But) fUl'p01tng it, I [:'1", to 
be trne, that p.ll the Obligations 8.r:U 
j'v[otives of M(i)l"alit:~ Colt ld pf)Jli~ l y he 
difcovered and explained dearl)', by 
the mere Light of :r-;attue alone:, ye:: 
(Cven This would not at all 11fon:, 
that there is no need of Re\-ebt:-
nn. For what eyer the bare 1\',ltll"Tl 
Po../jibility was; 'tis cert2.in i '/ F., ,7_ 

B b 
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t s(!(! ,en the "'ifeft PbiloJopbcrs of Old, t neV(;r 
(!xce!!cnt were able to do it tq any effectual 
~;'P;;~" rO! purpofe, but always willingly ac. 
tbiJ pTlr- knowledged that they ftill wanted forne 
po/~ cited Jlighcr A1Tiftance. And as to the gre:at 
abolJ!!, p.lg. Pretenfes of the Modern Dei fl., - 'ti, 
196 'j' ~ . 

. to be obferved, that the clearnefs r)t 

moral Reafonings was much impro
VOO, :mcl the Regard to a future State 
very much increafed, even in Hea. 
then \Vriters after the coming of Cbrijl. 
And almoft all the Things that are 
faid wifely a111 truly by modern 
Deiits, are plainly borrowed from that 
Revelatiun, which they refufe to in;· 
brace; and. ,vithaut which, they could 
never have been ahle to have raid the 
fame things. N(/IP indeed, \\Then our 
whole Duty, with its true motives: 
is dearly revealed to us; its Pre· 
c(. pts appear plainly agreeable to Rea
ion; and Confcience readily approves 
what is Good, as it condemns what 
is Fvil; Nay, after uur Duty is thus 
m:=de knO\\TIl to liS, 'tis eafy l~ot oniT 
to i"ce its 3grcemt'l1t witb Reafon, hut 
::tlfo to begin and deduce its Oblig:l
riol1 from Reafon. But had we been 
utterly defiitlltc of aU revealed Light; 
then, to h~ve difcovcred our Duty in 
an points, with the true motives of 
it, merely by the )It lp of liatur:ll 
Rcaf(m, would l1a\-c !.cen a work llf 
J'.:ice'ty, Pains ~nd Labour; like gro-

• 
ping 
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and Revealed Religion. 
ping for an unknown way in the 
obfcure Twilight. "'That ground have 
any of our Modern Deifts to ima
gine, that if they themfdves had li
ved without the Light of the Gofpel, 
they :{bould have been wifer than So
crates and Plato and Cice:"o? How are 
they certain, they, iliould have rna1e 
fuch a right ufe of their Reafon, as 
to have difcovered the Truth e.",;zEfly, 
without being any "..ray led afide by 
Prejudice or NegleCt? If their Lot 

, had been among the Vitlg.1r; how are 
i they fure they iboulJ have been fa 
· happy, or fo confiderate, as not to 

have been involved in that Idolatry 
and Superftition, which overfpread the 
whole "World? If they had jovned 
themfelves to the PhiloJophers; \,;hich 

, Sea would they have chofen to have 
followed? And w:1at Book weuld 
they have refolved upon, to be the 
adrequate Rule of their Lives and 
Converfations? Or, if they fhould have 
fet up for ThemJehes, how are they 

" certain they fhould have been ikilful 
and unprejudiced ennugh, to have d~
duced the feveral Branches of theIr 
Duty, and applied them to the fe
veral Cafes of Life, by Argumenta
tion and dint of Reafol1? 'Tis one 
thing to fee that thofe Rules of Life, 
which are before-hand plainly and par
ticularly laid before us, are l)erfccrly 

B b ~ ~.greeable. 
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agreeable to Reafon; and a110tbcr tlJi111, 
to find out thofe Rules merely hy 
the Light of Rea[on, witho~1t thir 
hEnring firft lJeen any otherWlfe made 
known. "\Ve fee that even many of 
thofe, who IJrofefs to govern" their 
Lives by the plain written R111e of 
an inftituted and revealed Religi011,' are 
yet mofr miferably. ignorant of their 
Duty; ana how· can any .Man be 
fure he fhould have made fo ·good 
Improvement of his Reafon, as to han 
1111derflood it pe/feflly in all its parts, 
without any fuch help? We fee that 
many of thofe, who profefs· to be
lieve firmly that great and everlafli11g 

Happinefs, which Chrifr has pro~ifert 
to ~ Obedience; and that great . alld 
eternaZl\1ifery, which Chrift has threat
ned to difobedience; are yet ,1mr
ricd away by their Lufts and Pafii
ons to tranfgrefs the Conditions of 
that Covenant, to which there Pro
mifes and thefe:: Threatnings are an
nexed: And how. can any Man· be 
flue he' fhould be able to overcome 

• 

thofe great Temptations, if thefe migh-
ty Motii.res 1Vere lef.~ diflin8lj' blOWl1, 

or leis potvelf2llly i1Zforced? But fuppofe 
he, could, and that by fhength of 
Reafnn he muld clemonftrate to :81111-
felf thefe things ·with all cltlct':l1ejs cmd 
dijlil1cbuIs; }"'et could All Mel1 do fa? 
Alluredl y alL Men 'a're not elJ-ll.rlly c,t-
.' - I. '.pable 

• 
~- -
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and Kervealed Religion. ~ J 3 
pable of being Pbilofopb£rs~ though all 
Men are equally obliged tu be Religi-
o1/S. _ At leaft thus much is certain, 
that the Rewards and Punifhments 
of another Worlel, the grea t Motives 
of Religion, cannot be Co powerJzl!ly 
ilIfol'ced, to the influencing the Lives 
and PraC:i:ife of allfnrts of 11en, by 

. Olie who :fhall undertake to demon
Urate the reality of them by abfrraCt 
Reafons and Arguments:, as by one 
who :fhowing fufTIciem Credcntia1s of 
his -having been himfelf in that other 
State, ihall affure them of the Truth 
and certainty of thefe things. Bnt 
after all, the Queftion dues not really 
lie here. The Truth, at the hottom, is 
plainly This: All the great ThiLgs 
that Modern Deifts affect to [1 V cf 
1'igbt Re.?JoiZ, as to its fufficienc}- in 
difcovering the Obligations and 1-.10-
tives of Aforality; is only a PretenCe, 
to be made ufe of, when the',- are 
ol1l1ofing Cbrifii.nzity. At other times 
and in reality, they have no hear~ 
ty regard for it-fonrlity, nor for the 
natural Evidences of the Certainty 

.J 

t . of a Fliture State: they are willing 
.. enough to believe, that :Men periih 

abfolutely at Death; and fa they ha\~e 
. no concern to fupport eftedually the 

Caufe of Virtue, nor care to make 
Ollt any confiftent Scht:me of Things; 
but unavoidably recur, in Trm;1, to 

B b .... J"~-:·'P'·:t.-l} .... .... ,., ..... 'I ..... 1r - ~ 
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aOllJ1irigbt Ath~ifi1!. At lean:, in the 
Manners of moB: of them, 'tis tor) 
l)lain and apparent, that zbfolute Li. 
bertinifm is the thing they really aim 
at; and however their Creed mal' 
pretencl to be the Creerl t)f Deifts, yet ai
moil: always their PraCtife is the PraC'tife 
of very Atheifts. 

Td r;od 4· To return therefore to the Ar· 
W.tS not gument. From what has been [,id 
tth(.,/" ;ely upon this Head, it appears plainly, 
Ob'il!.~d, to that 'tis agreeable to the natural Hopes 
ttf!'ri ·1len d E .n.' f '11..1" h . f fh } .. i, an xpeuatlOns 0 J.\'J.en, t at 1S, 0 

~/ (,,~~ "" Right ReaCn duly improved; to fup. 
IVVe/.l- poD;! G",l making fome particular 
$i~J' Revelar(~n of his Will to Mankind, 

I 
• 

w};ic:l n'ay lllpply the unrleniable De
fects ('f the Light of Nature. And 
at the fame time, "tis evident that 
filch a thing is by nt) means unwor
thy of the Divine Wifdom, or in
confiftent 'with an}" of the Attributes 
ef God; but r<,.ther, on the mntra
ry, moft fuitahle to them. Confe
.quently confdering the manifolrl 'Vants 
and Nece1Eties of M~n, and the abun
dant Goodnefs and Mercy of God; 
there is great Grounel from right Rea
fon and the Light 'of Nature, to be
lieve, that God would not always 
leave :Men wholly deftitute of fo nee-d
ful an Aifdtance, bu t would at fome 
time or other actually afford it them. 
Yet it docs not from hence at all 

f011,)\'1 
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follow, (as fome have imagined,) that 
God is Obliged to make fuch a Re
velation: For then it muIl: needs ha n~ 
been given in all Ages, and to all 
Nations; anJ might have been claim-
ed and demanded as of Jl1fi:ice, r.:-
ther than wiihed. for and defired as 
of Mercy and condefcending Good-
nefs. But the forc-mentioneel Confide-
rations are fuch as might am)rd \[(;'n 
reafonable ground to Hope for [(Ime 
Favour of this kind, to be conferred 
at fuch Time, and in fuch M:::nner, 
and upon fuch Perfons, as ihould f<:em 
beft to fupreme infinite Wifdorn: At 
It aft, they might well difpofe and 
prepare :rvlen before-hand) whene .... er 

. any Doctrine ihould mrne accompa
nied with jufi.: and grod Evidence 
of its being fuch a Revelati(Jn, to 
hdieve and embrace it with all readi
nefs. 

It has bet'n made ufe of, by + 2 Went of 
modern Author, as his principal anel 'UlJit,,}.: • 

. ftrongeft Argument againfi: the reafo- ,~~jk"i~:t 
nablenefs of believing ~my Revelation ~)b;;nicn 
at all; that it is cOl"ifeifed there has .:g::in't :I:e 

. been no Revelation 1l?li'verfrlly owned rll.r~ of tl 

: and embraced as fneh, either in all !(~.:.~.:~~:~. 
i Ages, or by all Nations in any Age. of R,'.;.,:,,,, 

He pretends to acknowledge, that if p3g. 191. 
the Doctrine of Chrifti:mity was imi- &'
l'crjdly entertained, he would not doubt 
of its being truly a Ren:lation of 

E b + . the 
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the Will ,;f God to 1Vlan1<ind: Bll!' 
iirJ('<:, in Fa(~, there is no inflittttul 
:Kc-ii;',i Jl 1l71il'OIdly received as a Di
Y~;nc lZ.l\'c!~ltion; ;Hlrl there arc fC.H:-
; d "at jll1S to whom the Chriftian 
r~(](t rine in particulAr, was never fo 
!il]h'j ~s l're:lched, nor ever came tel 
tho::ir j"lhJwlcr1ge at all; he concludh 
:br., w:1at is not nnivelfal and equall.\" 
:n'l(~(: knUWll to All Me'11, cannot 1)(' 
Jl(e(~fd for AJ1)'; and confeguently, 
that t hfkre never was any real ,\Vant 
tf a Revdation at all, nor any 
groul1~l to think arlY further AiIiftance 
necdTary to enable Men to anfwer 
;:tll the' Ends of their Creation, tha11 
1 he l~are Light of Nature. TRis is 
[he Summ 2n(l Strength of this Au-
11~()r's ReafrJIling; and herein all the 
Deniers of Revelation agree with him. 
Nmv, (liet to take notice here, that 
:it is by no means impoiEble, but 
a11 NIen n~ay be capable of rec(:'iv
jJ;g fome Bendit fro111 a Revela
tion, wJ1ich yet a great part of them 
may never have heard of;) If thefe 
Mens Reafoning was true, it would 
fnl10w by the fame Argument, that 
neither was l\--:<!t1l!'.ll Religion ncceilary 
to ill:1b1e 1Vlen to anfwcr the end~ 
(l~' their Creation. For, though all 
the Truths of Natural Religion, arc 
illdeed ccrtail11y difcovcrable by the 
LIl!e ule of ribl1t Rcafon, alone; yet , . 

- t ,,' " ., 
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"tis evident All Men are not indued 
with the fame Faculties and Capaci-
ties, nor have they All equally af-
forded to them the fame means of 
making that difcovery; As thefe Gen-
tlemen themfelves upon fame occafions 
are willing enough to own, when 
they are defcribing the barbarous Ig
norance of fame poor Indian Nati-
ons: And confequently the know-
ledge of Natural Religion being, in 
Faa, by no means uIliverfal; it will 
follow that there is no great Necef-
:fity even of That; but that ::Men 
may do very well without it, in. 
l)erforming the FunCtions of the Ani-
mal Life, and directing themfehres 
wholly by the Inclinations of Senfe ; 
And thus thefe Gentlemen muft at 
laft be forced to let go all moral 
Obligations, and fo recur unavoidably 
to abfolute Atheifm. The Truth is: 
As God was not obliged, to make 
aU his Creatures equal; to make 1\lcn, 
Angels; or to endue an 1\{en, \\'ith 
the fame Faculties and Capacities 3.5 

Any; So neither is he cound to make.
all 1-Ien capable of the lline Degro't" 
or the j.1111e Kind of Hal~pinefs, or te, 
afford all :Men the n:ry fame me.w.> 
alld opportllJlities of obtaining it. There 
:is ground enough, from the con:fidt:
ra.tion of the mainfcH: corru1?tion of 
Humane Nature, to be fo far fenii-

1,1(' 
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ble of the Want of a Divine Rcyc-
1at1011, as that right Rea[on and th(: 
Light of Nature it felf will lead a 
wife and conliderate Man to think 
it very I'rol)ahle~ that the infinitely 
merciful and good God may actually 
vouchafe to afford Men fome fuch 
fupenlatural Affiftance : And confe
quently fuch a Perron win be very 
willing, ready, and prepared to en
tertain a DoCtrine wl1ich !han at any 
time come attended with juft and good 
Evidence of its being truly a Revela
tion of the Will of God. But it does 
110t at all from hence follow, either 
that God is abfolutely hound to make 
fnch a Revelation; or that, if he makes 
Jt, it muft equally be made to All 
:lVIen; or that~ lince in Fact it is not 
made to All, therefore there is no Rea
fon to believe that tl1ere is any Need 
or any PTobability of its being made 
to Any. 

VIII .. Tbere i.~ no other Religion 
,toW in the lYorld, but the Chriflimr, tlMt 
bas any j1tjl pretel1ft or tolerable appe,lr
allce f)f ReaJoll, to be efieemed Juch a 
Di'ville Revelation: A1ld therefore, if 
CbriJlial1ity be 1tot true, tbere is ?to Rf
'(!ei.Ttion of the Will of God at all made to 
Mmlkind. 

This Propofition win ea:fily be gran
ted by all Modenl Unbelievers; and there

fore 



and Revealed Religion. 
fr,re 1 ned. not be particu1ar in t~e Proof 
of it. 

The M~1bometa1t Religion, \>;115 four,d- ')f the 
cd hy a vitious Pufr)n, propofes ri- '}r1.lbm,:
cticulous and t:r;ifling Doctrines t() be :~I::ry R~.I. 

. ~ ~r. 

belIeved, was -pr-opagated merely h y 
violence and force of Arms, was cnn
firmed by n,) publick ant{ une-onteRa
ble Miracles, promifes yain and fe-nfual 
Rewards to its Profe:f[rJUTs, anl is 
every way incompaifed with num
berlefs fuch Abfurditles and Incon
fiftencies, (as thofe who ha ve given 
us Accounts of the Life r-f Af.:dFm:et, 
and the Nature of his Religlon, have 
abundantly made cut; and is fuffici
ently e"l.-ident even from tl"le Alco-
7-.1U - it felf;) that there is no great 
Danger of Its impaling upon rational 
and. confiderate wren. 

The Jewifo Religion, V,Tas founded ~r tl:~ 
wholly upon the ExpeCtation of a /e",,:'}7J 

M r. h d" ...... ,"i. '11' .. eiHa to come;. an tne TIme of 
his. appearance was 1imit~,d by- fuc~ 
plam and determinate Propnefies, that 
what difficulties foever there may be 
jn computing the very nice and exact 
Time of their Completion; or , .. -'-at 
diffc:rent Periods foever may be fix- \ 
from whence to begin feveral Con', J'i

tations; yet the time of their bt'-- g 
fn1fined, is now, in an pol1ible '1-\"2':; 

of computing, fo very far elapfc'J, 
that, if the Cbrijli.w DoCtrine be falfe, 

there 

, ' 

• 
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there is no Snppofition left, upon 
which the JellJ~fh Religion, can, with 
any Colour of Rr;afon, be believed to -be trne. ' 

I t being evident therefore, that ei-,-
ther the Chriitian Revelation is true, 
()f· clfe (how great Want foever there 
inay- be of it) there is no fuch' thing 
as Revelation at all ~ It rt:mains that 
we proceed to confider what pofitive 
.. 1m[ dire a Evidence there is, to prove 
dJe' actual Truth of this Divine Reve
fation. 

IX. Tbe Chriftian Religion, confide
'1:ed in its pl'imiti7Je Simplicity" mId as 
t:-llIght in tbe Holy Scriptztre3, ha3 all tbe 
lWal'ks and Proofi of its beil1g acbutlly 
mId trllly a Divine RevelAtion; tbat an] 
Di1Jille Revelation, fllppofzl1g it Was t r1tC, 

could reaJollably be imagined or, dejired to 
, b(Z'Ve. 

The m:t)'~> The neceffary- Marks and Proofs of 
ef a Reli- a Religion coming from God, are 
"'tm comma h fc p. jf Th t h D .. . l~om &od.'" tee. zr., ate utzes It enJoyns., 

- he all fnch as are agreeable to our 
natural Notioris of God; anel perfe
ctive of the' Nature, and conducive 
to the Happillefs and 'Well-being of 
Men; And that the DoEtrims it teaches, 
be all fnch; as, though not 'indeed 
difcoverable by the bare Light of Na
ture, yet, when difcovered by Reve
lation, may be confiftent with, and 

, agreeable 



. and Ret'"Jealed Religion. :. ~ 1 

agreeable to, found ~nd unprej~clicerl 
Reafon. For othen,vlfe, no EVlClencc 
whatfoever, can be of fo great force 
to prove that any Doct6ne is True::, 
as its being either Contradictory in it. 
fetf, or wicked in its Tendency, is., 
to 'Prove that it muft n~ceffariiy b-::: 
Falfe. Secondly, For the .fame Rcafon., 
the Motives likewife, by which it is 
recommended to Mens Belief anJ Pra
aife; ani all the peculiar CirCllmJl..J.l1~', 
with which it is atten:1ed; mutt be 
fuch as are fuitable to the f::x-c:el
lent .Wifdom of God, and fitted to 
aU1end the 1\1anners and perfect the 
Minds of Mell. Lajlly, It muit morc
over be poJitively C!nd dir:my pro"d 
to come from God, by fuch certain 
Signs and M.ltters of R1C?, as rna)" be 
undeniable Evidences cf its Anther's 
havillg aCtu!!.lly a Divil1e Commi1iion: 
For. otherwife, as DO Eyidence can 
prove a DoCtrine to come from God .. 
if it be either ImpoHible or 'Vicked 
in it [elf; [0 on the other hand, nei
ther can any degree of Goo:1l1efs or 
Excellency in the Dofirine it fdf,' 
TI1ake it certain, but only highly pro
bable, to have come from God, un':" 
lefs it. has more oyer fome pofitin~ anJ. 
dired Evidence bf its being actually 
Revealed. 

The entire Proof thuefore of 
• 

this Prollofition, mnfi: be made by - .' all 



, 
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'The 'Evidences aturaL 
an Induction of Particulars, as fol· 
lows. ' 

X. Firft, TI}e Practical Duties whitT} 
the Chrijlialt ReliJ!.ioiz el1joyns, rtre all 
fiu;b, as are 11ZO,,U agi'eeable to oZlr 11,1-

tural Notio1tS of God, and 1110jf pe1fe
[five of the l\latttrt!-r 'and coudzcdlle to 
the HCfppinefl and 1P?1l-bcing of Men: 
That is, Chrifiianity even i,t this }ingle 
refpefl, as containillg (lIon!! and il1 oue 
co njijlent SyJlem all the ';'!lift ana good 
Precepts, (and thofe im roved, allgmented, 
aud exalted to the hig 'Jejl degre.'c of Pe r
fectio1t,) th.rt e1.!er wcn taught ,/i,,'lgly aud 
flatteredly, and many times but very 
corruptly, by' t!. e feveral &hools of the 
Pbilofophers; and this wirbOllt a.1zy mix
ture of tbe fona, abfllJ"a, and fi,},,,'er }fi
tious Practifts of 411Y of thofo Pbilofop·bers ;, 
ought to be embraced and practiJed b)v all 
rational ana w1TJidcri'l1g DeiJls, who "will 
act co l1jijfel1tly, and jleddily pll.,:flle l'be 
confiq71ences of their own P"i1t,:iples; L ~s 
at lcajf the hejf Scheme and Sed of Ph?
lofopby, that ever was Jet lip in tbe Jrorld ; 
and highly probable, ev'ell tbolfgh it haa 
no exten:al Evidence, to be of Divi11l': 
Original. 

Th~ Prop a- This Propofition is fo very evident, 
fitloll,pro. that the greateft Adverfaries' of the 
'!Jed, Tn tbe Ch '/1.' I ft' .] b Je'U(r.zl III, fliLlan n ItutlOl1 lave never een 
jfi.lnce.r Qf able to deny it any otherwife, than 
Vuty.. by, confounding the Inventions of 

Men, 



Men, the' Su'perftitious Pr;,Cl;ifes of 
particular Perfons, or the corrupt Ad
ditions of certain particular Churc~es; 
or Societie;s' of Chriftians, with the 
pure ana- -fim pIe Precepts of th e Ga
fpel of Chxift.ln all thofe Infiances 
of Duty, which pure and uncorrupt 
Chriftianity injoyns, the Propofitioll 
is manifeft and altogether undeniahle. 
The Duties of -Love, Fear,' and AJo
TIltiO}l, which the Chrifiian Re1 igion 
obliges us to render unto God, are 
fo plainly - incumbent upon Us from 
the confideration of the E-xcellent At
tributes of the Divine Nature, an:l 
our relation to him as our Creator 
and Preferver; that no Man "' .... n.o 
confiders, can think himfelf free from 
the Obligations which our Religion 
lays upon him to praB:ife there Du
ties; without denying the ,,"ery Be
ing of Ga~, and adir~g_ contrary to 
the Reafan and aU the natural No
tions af his own :Mind. Its placing 
the true and acceptable 'Vodhip of 
God, not f;) much in any pofitive 
and ritualOb(ervances, as in approac':1-
ing him w-ith pure HeartS' and unde
filed Bodies, with unf.:igned Repen
tance for an paft l\ lifcarriages, a:1d 
fincere Refolurians of conftant Obe
dience far the tumre; in praying to 
him for whatever we want, and re
turning him our moft hearty Thanks 

for 

, , . -
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for whatever good things we receive, 
with fuch Dependence and Humility, 
fuch Stibrriilllon, Truft and Reliance, 
as are the proper Affeaions of duti
ful Children; all this is plainly mofl: 
agreeable to our Natural Notions and 
Apprehe~lfions of God. And that the 
Prayers of linful and depraved Crea
tures, lince.re1y repenting, ihould be 
offered. ul; to. God, . and become pre
valent with him, through and by the 
Interceffion of a Medi,1tor;. is very 
eonfonant. to right and unprejudiced 
Reafon; as I fhall have occafiol1 to 
ihow morq)articularly hereafter~ when 
I come to confider the Articles of our 

• 

Belief Again; The Di.I.ties of Jnfticr:, 
Eqllity, Charity, and Tridb" which the 
Chriftian Religion obliges us to exer
eife toWard~ Men, are fo apparently 
reafomible in themfelves, and fo . di
rectly conducive to the Happinefs 
of Mankind; that their unalterable 
f)bligation is not only .in great mea
fure deducible, from. the bare Light 
of Nature and right. Reafon; but 
even thofe Men a1fo, who have broken 
through all the Bonds of natural Re
ligion it felf, and the original Obljga
tions of Virtue, have yet thought it 
neceifary for the prefervatien of So
ciety and' the well-being of :Mankind, 
that the' Obfervation of thefe Duties 
to {(mle degree!) fuoulcl be. infarcetl by 

. the 
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. and Revealed Relig ion. 
,the Penalties of humane Laws. And 
'the additional Improvemi::nts, which 

J Olif Saviour h3s made to thefe D:.rties, 
.' by commanding his Difciple:s to be iW:tt .. -; 

. . L' h .. h ~ r}.1 .1 I G ~·c, 
.! ~s It were Ig ts In t e \.( or <I, ,U1(L ' . 

! 'Examples of good "Works to all lVlen; 
! t'J be fo far from injuring others, 
'. that on the contrary th(:y fh~uld not 
·j.ndulge themfelves in any degree of 
Anger or Paffion; to feek reconcilia

. tion immediately upon any Difference 
or Offence that may arife:, to be~r 
injuries patientliT, rather than tetUnl 
evil for evil:, to be ahva1.~s wil1ing 
to forgive one a~10ther their./ tre[pa[fe:s, 

· 2S they all expeCt forgivenefs at the 
'Hands of Goel; to be kind and cha
ritable to all :Men; to aJli.ft readily, 
~md b€ willing to do a11 gooa Offices, 

nlOt only to their Friellds, but even 
to their bittereft Enemies alto; in a 
Word, to raife their Virtue and Good
nefs far al)ove the cornman Pradife 
of Men, extellding their' Charity uni
,'erfally in imitation of the Goodnefs 
of God himfelf, who maketh the Sun 
to rife 011 the evil and on the good: 
~nd felldeth Rain on the juft ?.nd 
on the unjl1ft: Thefe Preceps, I 

· fa}r, are fuch, as no unprejuJicea 
· Philofopher ',,'ouln have been um,\"i 1-

ling to confefs were the utmofc Im
provements of :.Morality, . and to the 
hjgheft degree PerfeCtive of humane 

C c :t\ature, 
• , 

• 
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Nature. In like manner; Th~ Du' 
ties of Sobriety, Temperance, Patio;,! 
a11tI Contentment, w hieh our Re ligl GJ; 

injoyns us to praCtife in QZlr fe/lei. 
are fo undeniably agreeable to the 
im.vard Conftitution of humane Na· 
ture, and fo perfeCtive of it, that 
the princ.ipal Defign of all true Phi· 
10Lphy has ever been to recommen~ 
and fet off thefe Duties to the k: 
Advantage; Though, as the Philu[L
phers themfelves have always conM 
fell, no Philofophy was ever able t 
govern Mens praCtife effeCtually in 
thefe refpeCts. But the additiom:~ 
Precepts, and the new Weight ane 
Authority, which our Saviour has ad· 
ded to his InftruCtions of this kind i 
te?ching his Difdples to govern their 
very Thoughts, Defires anrl Inclina· 
tions; to contemn and get above all 
the Defires of this prefent WorLl, and 
to fet their AffeCtions l)fincil'Jally upun 
that which is to come; Thefe are 
the things, which, when the Chriftian 
ReligiQn was in its primitive and 
pnrdt State, worked lVlen up aCtually 
to fuch a Pitch of cheerful and ge
neruus Obedience to the Laws of God, 
:md umght them to obtain fuch a 
compleat Vit1:ory over the World, and 
over all the Defires ?ond Appetites of 
Senfc; as the beft Philofophers have 
acknuwledgeJ, their Infuud:ions were 

neve. 
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never able to do. Laftly; even thofe 
've and extenurl Obftrva71ces, (the 
Sacrame11ts,) which are inftituted 

: III the Chriftian Religion, as means 
and affiftances to keep Men ftedfaft 

'in the praCtife of thore great a17d ma
: ral Dzitics which are the weightier ll!::zt

,'ters of the La1P; even thofe pofitive 
.Inftitutiom (I fay) are fo free from 

,: all appearance, of Superftition and 
Vanit,/" and fo wifely fitted to the 

,end for which they were ddigned, 
. that no Adverfaries of Chriftianitv 
., have ever been able to objeCt any 
: thing at an againft the things them
'[elves, but only againft certain Cor-
ruptions :ml Superfritions, which fome~ 
;,vho call themfelves Cluifiians, have, 

. direCtly in oppofition to the true De
fign of Chriftianity, introduced and 

'annexed to them. For, \\-hat reafona
ble Man can pretend to fay, that 'tis 

,an? way unreafonable or - Snperftiti
oilS, for every Member of the Socie
ty to be folemnly admitted into his 
Profeffioh, by a plain and fignificant 
Rite, intitling him to an the Pri..-i..; 
leges, and charging him with all the 
Obligations, which belong to the Mem
bers of that Society-" as ~ fuch? 'which 
is the Dtfigll of One of the S.Icr.-Iments .
Or, that 'tis unreafonable and Super-

, fiitiollS, for :Men frequently to com
. memorate with aU Th:mkfulnefs the 

, C ,.. ~ LQ.\."e. .... ..;. 
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Love of their greatefl: BenefaCtor, and 
humhly and folemnly to renew th~i; 
Oblig3tioiJ.'i and Promifcs of Obeclicl1(t 
to him? 'W hieh is the Defign of the 
Otber. 

Thir •. ~ Let nnW any impartial Perron judge, 
I!.'C.lt 171 i- \v:lcthf'r this be not a wife and CXce:· 
~'/~:". of ., lent I I1ftituti~m of praClir:al Religion i 
(q~i;;.t highly conducive to the Happinefs d 
from v;d Mankind; and worthy to be eftablinl' 

cd by a Revelation from God, when MCl] 

had cOllfeiTedly corrupted themfelves t,j 

fueh a degree, that not only the 
Light of Nature and right Reafon was 
altogether infllfficient to refl:ore true Pie
ty, but even That Light it [elf (as Ciee-

• 
... -. " lit N.lrtlrx Lu. 

ru "f. expresfly acknow
ledges) no where appear
ed. Let any imparti:d 
P~rfon judge, whether a 
Religion that tends thus 

rn("[J ou(guam appJrcJt cit:. 
7.,;;;. Cu. Ii:>. :;;. S<t' this 

• • 

F'''J{,,;r? cited l'e{Q1'e at J~'g,(, 
I'd;; J 5 S. 

manifeftly to the reco
very of the rational part of God's Crea
tion, to reftore Men to the Imitation 
<lm1 Likenefs of God, and to the 
fjignicy ann highcft Improvement of 
111eir Nature; has not within it [elf 
;·\11 intrinfick ~mn very powerful Evi
\iCilL'C ()f its being truly Divine. Let 
;·.my (JIle rcan the jiftb, Ji .... tb <lu,l 
/f7 ('nl" Lf.,.,ptc'l"S of St Mltt!JeTP'S Gofpd, 
;t :::-1 .i1!dge if they do not I 2s it were, 
pi £'~rart: his FFs fuch a lovely Imagl: 
<fLU Rcprcl<:l1tatioll uf true Yirtue, :l~ 

. Pl.ltv 
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and Rel'(}ec1led Religion. 
Pbto :.(.. faid could ·not Of Formlm ipf.m, :( 
but charm 1fen with the C3:1quam ft,:ern r (.nel!: ; 

qU.-1? r: r7(:r!i; c~n'er-?!~() 
higheftdegrecofloveand Illirdbi'es :Im~,rt:', Ue ;l', 

admiration imaginable. ?/ 111. n:Z::cJitt s". Cic • .:<~ 
.1 1 e- ,., In a \\'oru, et any J\lan ep .. lJ. I. 

of an honefl and fine-ere 
jv1ind confider, whether That pra~i:>J.l 
DoCtrine has not even in it fllf the 
greateft marks of a Divine Original; 
wherein whatfoc,'er things are true, f'l·,·: . 

whatfocver things are h01lf'jJ, v:;,at[o
ever things an; jufi, w}1atfc·eyer things 
are pure, whatfoevtr things are [r,;;c:l.v, 
whatfoe,'er t:lings are of gr:od HftjJ'" , 

if there be any Virtue, if there be any 
thing prcriJe-wortby; all thet~, an:! 
thefe onIT, are the things t~at arc 
earneftly recommend~d to '\Iens l'ra-
crife. "Vhat wife Precept was en'l' 
~,clinred by any Philo{()pht:r r-f any 

, Sea, v:hich is not more plainly la:cl 
[town by our Saviour aDd his ApG-

. ftles? And not only fo; but info:·c<.:J 
moreover with greater Efficac:-: di;J. 

Strength? founded ·u pon nobler anI 
more confiftent Principles? urged with 
greater \\Teight anll Authority) ~,nj 
prefTed with more lK,werful anJ a.f ... 
feding Arguments? Na:-:, lleit]1er is 
This all the difference, e\-en in reCl'( ~t 
barely of the Excellel1l'Y of the Dl)-- -thine it felf. For the Philoi"0p',tr" 
taught indeed m:un- excellent 1110ra 1 
Truths; but i()Jl1e i.11'011 Oll\': C'l"alil'l1 

C c ~ anJ 
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The Ervidences of atural 
and upon one Set of Principles, (om!; 
upon another; and everyone of them 
were miftaken in fame Inftances of 
Dut}T, and mingled partitular Su
perftitions and falfe Notions with their 
good InftmCtions, and built their Dr,-

• 

Brine upon no fure Foundation of 
cunfiftent Princi-ples; and.All of them 
(as has been hefore iliown) were very 
imperfect and defiCient, and far from 
being able to make up an entire and 
comp~eat Scheme of the whole Duty 

, of Man in all Cafes. 
',.'"L* oJ:x. Cf77, d."M~TeJ.ri But now, :>(- to put toge-
.. ,.. 'lit n .... ot'm·IIC!!r J'J- ther all the wife and 
Jd-yult.·jlt rilS x etS-"" aM.' 
on ";1{. ~S1 -:rci'7'1 ({{.oWId.· good Precepts that ever 
~~'71'.f ~~ .,v.' ,;v b ... - were delivered by any 
},.~·P: , e~~'T@- ~ -P!? wife Men of any Sea 
:;1," ~P~' ~ (Jr;..~~Wi<71':..'r$ and in any .Age; to irn-
",,-I~ hO,} 'r$ 11) (J'f) .l'iJe. Of'" II , d 1 
'P.tf,1I. -~ ,~q>~',¥~<l.7l)' -- prove an exa t every 
p~= til ~~'f. n';tn 1taM~' one of them, to the hjgh
~ ~11·.al. t/(-Uilll ~J' :x.,et>la.- eft poffible degree of ex
~~" ~, JII}iin ''&p%g. cellency and perfeCtion; 

to feparate an::llay aftde 
all the fuperftitious Opi
nions anel PraCtifes, that 
had been mixed by all 
or anv of the different 

Quod {j e}:ririlfer 31i
'luis, qui \criraiel"!l fpJr
fam per fingulos, per 
fethfq; diff"fJm, collige
ret in unum ac redigerec 
in corpus; is profelto 
!,pn d dfenrirct ~ nobis. 
Sed hoc lIono faccre, nili 
veri pcrirus ac [ciens, po
[ert. Vcrum 3U(Cm non 
ni{j rjus icire eft, 'lui fir 
f:i (,ttu 5 a Ow. LaB 'lilt. 
M. 7, ' 

oJ 

SeCts of Phjlofophers, or 
Teachers of Religioll i,n 
any Nation, with theu' 
refpecrive moral Infhuc
tions; and to fupplJ ~1l 
thore Doctrines, 'whereJll 

bo! ~ I 
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and Re~e~ded ReliJion. ~ 3 I 
both moral Philofophy and the adit,i-
011.?1 Inftitutions of all Religions 1ll 

the \Vorld, had in the whole been 
hitherto altogether dd1cient; and all 
this, in one plain, entire ancl regular 
Syfiem, upon the Foundation of cer-
tain and coniiftent Principles; This 
is the peculiar Charaaer of tile Cui-
ftian Inftitution; and all this canDot 
with any colour of Reafon, be ima-
ginecl to have ever been done by any 
Man, but one fent immediately from 
God. Upon this confideration alone, 
all fin cere Deifts (if any fuell. there 
be) who really are what they pre-
tend to be, who believe the Being and 
Attributes of God, and are firmly 
convinced of the Obligations of Y ir-
tue and natural Rdigion, and the 
certainty of a Future State of Re\'.;ards 
and Punifhments; ml1ft needs by their 
own Principles be ftrongly inclined. 
to embrace the Chriftian Religion; to 
believe, at leaft to hope confidently, 
that a Docrrine fo plainly fitted to 

recover IVlen out of their uniyerfally 
corrupt Eftate, and reftore tht:m to 
the Knowledge and Fayour 0f God, is 
truly Divine; and to entertain it with 
all cheerfulnefs, as what in itfclf has 
thofe manifold Marks of Goorlnefs 
and Perfec.tion, which are themfdves 
~ufficient to fatisf;t a go()d .Man, tl'at 
It cannot be ar'.y thing dre than a 

C c 4- R-;ve-
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t Sed Ii vel cafu id 

el)icqer, (;crri/lime phi
)ofophdrerur; C<. qUJmvis 
ncn polfer divinis tefti
monilS i1l.l dcfendcre, tJ

jllCn f.:iplJm vtritas ilJu
HrJfet [1,;0 h.minc. L,.[l..nt. 

Revelation from God, e
ven t though it had 
wanted all tho[e 011twarrl 
Proof~, and divine alld 
iniraculous Tefbmonic:~, 
which ihall hereafter be 
men t iOlled ill their proper 
place. 

ho 7' . 

XI. ScolIdlv, 1be Motives by whiclJ 
tbe ChriJliml Rel;gio1t i11/orees the Pra8ife 
('f the Duties it i1YOYl1S, are ji{(;b as aJ e 
,nojl ficitable to the excellent lrifdom of 
God:, and r110) a11Jwerable to tbe 1l,1tl1r,1l 
:Expc[f'1tio;m of Men. 

of tbl! r. T~e Acceptablem?fs of true Repell
accepr,zb!e- tal1ce, HI the light of God; and the 
w(, ~f certain A/JlIra1tce of P.1J'do1t upon [ueh 
tn~~ ~~- Repentance:, which the Chriftian Re
pel, ,I I" 1-' IX' d JJ. f 1 
:H t' j1[~. 19lon auor s us; is a mOH: power u 

~ivl!. to 0- alJd necciIary Motive to frail ani finful 
lir,lI.:ncc. ·Crea lures; to incourage and {iJ pport 

them effectually in the practife of their 
Duty. 'Tis indeed in genera1 evi
d,ently more agreeable to right Reafon 
as to Mens natural Notions of God, 
to beliq-e him pl,!cable and mercifnl 
and wi11ing to forgive. But iince at 
the [Ill e time it cannot be proved 
l)y ::lily Arguments from Reair)]1, that 
Got! is abfoilitely obliged to forgiyc; and 
'tis cOllfc1Iedly evident, that it be-

, 

comes the Supreme GovcrnOllr of the 
UJ1~vcr[c, to v.indicate the Honour awl 

Anthorit V 
• 
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I\uthority of his Laws" a~ Govern-
~1Cnt to give ft~me Evidences cf his 
:Ra:tr~d and Indignatifm againft Sin, 
and .fometimes by inftances of ~cve-
r1ty -to prevent Sinners from abuiir.g 
his Mercy and Patience; no. lc[s than 
that 'tis agreeable to hisinfini te \\" i1-=-
dom and Gooduef);, to fufrer his Anger 
to be by fome means appeafed: 1\0 
Motive in this Cafe can be imagined 
more expedieilt and rowtrful, to ir'..C"Ou-
rage Siriners to return to the prac ii'e 
of their Duty, arld to per[wade them 
to continue thert:in immoveable for 
the future; nothing can be imagined 
more feaf(mable and fatisfacrory to the 
Ivlind of Man, and more agreeable to 
the excellent "Wifdom of God. and 
1Northy of the fupreme and infinitely 
merciful Governour of all Things; 
than fuch a pofitive Declaration of 
the AcceptableneJs of lincere Repoltana., 
and fuch an authent.ick Aifurance of 
Pardon aHd Forghc7teJs thereupon, as 
under the Chriftian Difpenfation the 
Divine Goodnefs "and Mercy has found. 
means to afrord unto us, in filch manner 
25 is at the fame time abunclanth· con
fiftcn~ with the Honour and Digi1ity of 
the L".ws of God, and with his irrecon
l"ileable Hatred againft an Cnrighteouf-
ners and Sin. . 

!. That 

• 

" " 



~e Eq;iJences 0 Natural 
of the di, ~. That divine mEa filpernatllral AJlift. 
vine Affift· a'Hce, which, under the Chriftian Dif
an'~h ~s penfation, they who :fincerely enclea. 
M:tj~e to vour to obey the Will of God, ha-vc 
Ohediell,e. incouragement to hope for, tIpan all . 

neceffary occafions; is another power-, 
fnl MotirJe, to fupport Men effeCtually . 
in the PraCl:i[e of their Duty. The 
wifdt of the Philofophers, were fo 
far fcnfible of the great Corruption 
and Depravity of Humane Nature in 
its prefent State; they were feJ.lfible 
that fuch was the Carelefsnefs, Stu
pidity, and Want of Attention, of 
the greater part of Mankind; fo many 
the early Prejudices and fa Ife Noti
ons taken in by evil Education; fo 
ftrong and violent the unreafonablc 
Lufh, Appetites and Defires of Senfe; 
and fo grea t the BIindnef<;, introduced 
by fupt::rftitious Opinions, vitious Cu
ftoms, and debauched PraCl:ifes through 
the World; that (as has been before 
!hown,) they themfelvei openly con
feifed, they l1ad very little hope of 
ever being able to n::form Mankind 
with any confiderably great and uni
ver[al Succe[s, by the bare force of 
Philo-fophy and right ReafoD; .. but 
that, to produce fo gJieat a change, 
and enable Men effectually to conquer 
211 their CQrrupt Attettions, there was 
need of [orne fupernatural and divine 
AHiftance, or the immediate Intd-

potition 
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and RefZJealed Religion. 
l'wfition of God himfelf. Now This 
Ji'uillB afJiflance is vOllchfafecl to 1vlen 
under 'the Chriftian Difpenfation in 
fuch a manner, as (from w~at ha!'> 
been alreaJy fail concerning the Judg-
ment of the ,\Vj[eft of the Anticnt 
Philofophers in this matter,) appears 
to be undeniably agreeable to the na-
tural ExpeCtations of right Reafon, and 
fuitable to the beft and worthiert No-
tions that Men have ever by the 
Light of Nature been able to frame 
to themfelves concerning the Attributes 
and PerfeCtions of God. If ye, faTS L.I~. {r, 
our Saviour, bping Evil, know bow to's' 
give good Gifts 1tllto your Children; bow 
?liZlcb more jhdl your be.l7..Je1tly Father 
g.ive the boly Spirit to them that ask 
/;im? The Effect of this divine AiIift-
anee, evidenced it felf in a very vi-
fible and remarkable manner in the 
Primitive Times, by t 
the fudden wonderful 
and total R~formation 
of far greater Numbers 
of wicked :Men, roan 
ever were brought to Re
pentance by the Teach
ing and Exhortations of 
~ll the Philu[ophers in 
the WorH. Andeven 2t 
this Day, notwith
ftanding all the Cor
ruptions introduced a-

t D:t mihi virum. cw' 
fit iracundus, m~'<::c;c·, 
c:tfr<f'13(U~; rauciffim;' Ll"", 

c. • 1 
VerulS tam P,JC1dum, C'l: l!l' 

overn, reddam. Dl 1: .. ",:.1. 

nol<lm, tr.. ~a.:.n:. ;,. 

mono- Chriil:ians, I thi1.1k lOt C"'1.1 1, .1 1;1 ~ ,.ar;l-
ly 



The Evidences 0 atural 
ly IJe denied by any Unbelievers of 
Revelation, but that there are among 
us many mOl"e Perf OilS of all condi
tions, who worfhip God in finccrity 
and fimplicity of Heart, and live in 
the conftant praCtiCe of all Righte
pUlllefs, Ho1inef,'i, alld true Virtue; 
than ever were found in any of the 
moft civjlized Nations, and moft· im
proved by Philofophy in the heathen 
World. 

Of fl.'f! 0 3. The Rewards aua pzmi}hments 
dr!2

Y 
Dtif- which the Chriftian Religion propofes, 

1:~w:rJ 0 Ob d" 0 r. b d· future RJ- to e lenGe or DllO e lence; are a 
"41'1.1 and Motive, perfectly agreeable to Mens 
Funifh- natural Hopes and Fears, and worthy 
ments as f G d ~"L. b fi . anoth;, 0 0 tomake,KnoWl1 Y l?O It!ve 
Mqti1.e t~ and exprefs Revelation. For fince 'tis 
Obe.:iiel.ce confeifc::dly fuitable to the divine ,",,'if-

dom, to make variety of Creatures, 
endued with very different Powers and 
Faculties, and capable of very diffe
rent kinds and degrees of Improve
ment ~ and fince aU rational Creatures, 
by rC2fon of that natural Liberty of 
'Vill which is eiTentialIy neceffary to 
their being fuch, cannot but be ca
JJ3ble of ¢xalting and. improving their 
Nature bv the praCtife of Virtue' and 
the Imitation of God, and on the con
trary of depraving and debaftng their 
Nature by the praCtife of Vice and 
Alienation of themfelves from God; 
It follows undeniably, (a~ has been be-

. fore 

o· o • 
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and Re~ealed Religion. ~ 37 
fore {hown by a more particular de
tluCtion,) that 'tis highly agreeable to 
the Light of Nature and to right Rea
fan to iuppo[e~ that God, the Supreme 
Governour and Difpofer of all things, 
will finally make a juft and fuitable 
diftinCtion hetween his Creatures, by 
the diftribution of proportionable Re
wards and Punifhments. Neverthelefs, 
both the Truth it felf of there final 
Rewards and Puniihments, wa3 fo far 
called in qllcftion, and n:ndred doubt
ful and uncertain, by the Difputations 
even of the \Vifeft Philofophers that 
ever lived; and thofe who did in 
general believe the Truth aP.:d Cer
tainty of them, had yet fo very blind 
and obfcure Notions of V,-hat Nature 
and Kind they were to be; na,-ing 
their Imaginations ftrangely prejudiceci 
with poetical Fictions, and fabulcus 
Stories; that the fetting this matter 
clear and right, and the fupplying 
this :lingle defeCt in the Light of Na
ture, was a thing highly worthy of 
Divine Reyelation: It being plainly 
a very difFerent thing, anrl of ycry 
different Force as to the -influencing 
Mens Acbons, for Men to be able 
to argue themfdves into a reafo';<lblil 
Expe[f.ttio1t of future Rewards and 
Funilhments; and to be certai7zly a.DI,
red of the reality of them by tx.pref .. 
TeftimollY of Divine Revelation. An.! 

an.:or,li i' g l~; 



The E'Vidences 0 tfturat 
accordingly by Divine Revelation in 
the Gofpel,. this defeCt of the Light 
of Nature Is now aCtually fupplied in 
L,-h a manner; Life and Immorta
lt~y are fo brought to Light; and 
t: ! e W ra th of God is fo revealed from 
Heaven againfl: all Ungodlinefs and 
Unrighteou{hefs of Men; that this ve
ry thing, the clear and diftinfr and 
confiftent Account which the· Gofpel 
gives us of thefe final Rewards ancl 
Pl1nifhments, (which, though indeed 
in themfelves fo abfolutely neceiHiry, 
that without them no tolerable Vin
rlicationc.ould be made of the Attri-
butes of God, yet neither by the Light 
of Nature, nor by any pofitiye In
ftitution of Reljgion, excepting only 
the Chriftian, were they ever fo clearly 
and plai1zly reprefenterl to Mankind, 
as to have their full and proper effect 
upon the Hearts anti I .. ives of Men ;) 
This very thing (I fay,) the cl~ar7 
diftinCt, and confiftent Account, which 
the Gofpel gives US of thefe final 
Rt::wards and Punifhments, is it felf 
no contemptible Argument of the Truth 
and Divine Authority of the Chri
fi:ian Revelation. By the certain Know
ledge of thefe Rewards and Puniib
ments it is, that the practife of Vir
tue is now eftablifhed upon a furc 
Foundation: Men have now abun
dantly fufficient :incouragcmcnt, to 

fllpport 
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fupport them in their Choice of Yir-
tue, and in their conftant adherence 
to it, in all C?fes and under aU 
Circumftances that can be fupl'ofed: 
There is now fufficient Weight on the 
fide of Virtue, to enable Men to con
quer all the Temptations of the De
vil, the Flefh, and the World ~ and 
to defpife the fevereft Threatnings, 
even Death it felf: This is the viHory 
that Ove1"conzetb the JVorld, even 
our Faitb. The only Difficulty in 
this matter, arifing from the· Duration 
of the final Puniiliment of the 1.V·ick
ed, {hall he confidered when I come 
to difcourfe of the Articles of our 
Belief 

XII. Thirdly, the pecnli.lr Manner an:! 
Circumftances, with which the Chriflian. 
Religion i11jOYns tbe Duties, and llrges the 
Motives before-71lemioned; are exaElly C()1t

[o'1a'1lt to the Di8ates of found Reafo1!, or 
the u1zprejJtdiced Light of j\""ature; and 17lo}i 
JPiJely peJfe8ive of it . 
. For, w~at can be more agreeable rl:t Pro~ 

to the LIght of Nature, and more !I:i~~ P,-tJ
evidently perfedive of it; than to ..... e.i r.~ F:,7-
have thofe Duties, which Nature hints ~;':d.H 'II' 

at o1zly i,% general, explained fully Qnd··.:.n
.
t 
•. 

largely~ and urged in particular, and 
inculcated upon the meaneft Ca-paci-
ties with great lreigbt and Authorit_y, 
and exemplified ill the Lives of holy 

Perron; 
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Per rOllS propored as Patterns for mir 
Imitation? What can be more per
fective of the Light of Nature, than 
to have thofe great illatives of Reli
~gion, the Rewards and Punifhments 
of .a -Future State which Nature o-l1ly 
ohji;urely points at, defcribed to us molt 
plainly, affeEliol1ately, and lively? -Vlhat 
can be moreperfeClive of the Light 
of Nature,; than to have the means of 
,attol1ing for Sin, which Nature difco
vers- O1rZy the want oJ, plainly declared 
-mid exhibited to us? What can be more 
perfedive of the Light of Nature, than 
fuch a, difcovery of the heinoufircfs of 
Sin and the 1zece.J!ity of HoZi1Jefs, as the 
Death cf Chl'ijl and the Purity of the 
GoJPel does malce unto us? In fine? 
What can more effetfuaHy perfect the 
-Religion of Nature, than the gathering 
together the lYorjhippers of the TrIle God, 
into 011e Body? the cauJi1zg them to en
ter i11to fllemn Obligations, to live fllita
Uy to their Holy ProfeJlion? the giving 
t bem gracioils AJJul'a'J1ces that trlle Re
pentance jhall be accepted for what is 
paJl, and jincere renewed Obedience for 
the future?- the 1t1ziting them by a few 
pojitive Rites il1 one Religious as well as 
Civil C011l1nll11ioll, for ?ill/trial AjjiJlance 
mId Improvement? and the e jlablijhing 
a ,,-ertai1z o 0rder or perpetJtal SlIcce.JjiO'Jz of 
Men, wboJe cmtjfant BlIji1feJs it l1l.1y be, 
t-a explai2Z tbe great Ditties of Religi-

on 
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and Revealed Religion.· 2.4 { 
0)1 to perJom of me.:mer Capaciti~9:, to 
urge and il1force the P,'actiJe of them,:' 
to Jet before Men the n:aJo7lS of tlmr 
Duty, and the ~Jl.leceJ!ity of it; to j/:ew 
them clearly and impartially tbe danger 
of negle8:il1g it, and the gnat adrantage of 
performing it jillccrely:, in a ward, to in
jlruEl the Ignorant, and to admoniy) the 
lfTicked:, to reduce thoJe that err, to 
comfort the doubti11g, to repro~)e the ob
Jlil1ate:, and to be 11ljlnwle1!ts of con
veying to Men all proper Ajjijlcorce;, to 
enable them to perform their whole DZity 
ejfeElually ? 

If thefe things be the Ordinances 
of One, who came to contradiCt the 
diaates of right ReaIol1, and not to 
:perfea the Law of Nature, but to 
deftruy it:, then let all wife 1Ien for 
ever forfake the AiTemblies of Chri
ftians, and profefs themfelves again 
Difciples of the Philofophers. But if 
thefe things be perfectly agreeable to 
Nature ann right Reafon, and tend 
exceedingly to the fupplying the De
ficiences thereof; then let none un
der pretenfe of maintaining ]"-atltl\ll 
Religion, revile and blafpheme the 
Cbriflian, leaft they be found Liars unto 
God. . All An'wer 

The many Contentions il1l~ee\l, about ta tl:~ '0;
Opinions of great Uncertainty and Jdoc,7i;n 
1° 1 I ' , h -h r .lwn ltt e mportance, W.He '. to. t e ve- from ;):;! 

ry great Scannal of Chrifhalllty, have Dit::ji~nl' 
D d in .Jm~ng 

(hri:!i~ns. 
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in v.:veral Ages. of the Church,. lJeell 
with nnrcafonubIc -Zeal kept up, in
ftead of In"omoting the u-niverfal Ill
tcref1: of true practical, Religionan.l 
Virtue; have, it nmfi: be co nfdfcd, 
given fome OCCL1Jio-11 to the Enemies 
of cur moft holy Religion, to bla[-

.1) heme and revile both It, and the 
Teachers of it. But though fuch thing, 
as t]lefe, have indeed afrO-rdeel them 
too plaufible an Occajioll, yet they bave 
not given ,them alJY juft ReaJo1t, £J 
to do. For the acknowledged cor
ruption of a Doctrine or Inftitution 
in· any particular pLlrt or refpeCt, is 
by no means a weighty or. real (1)
j~ction againft the Truth of the whole: 
And there has always been extant a 
lufficient Rule, to ella ble iinc.ere Per
fons, in the rriidft of the greatcfi 
difputes and contentions, to cliftin
gnifh the Dotl:ri1te of God from tbe 
Opil1iom of Llfe71; The Doctrine of 
Chrift having beel~ plainly and fully 
delivcred in onr Saviour's own Dif· 
l'onrfes, and in the "~ritings of h1s 
immediate Followers the ApoiHes; 
who cannot with any Rearoll be ima
gined. either to J,ave mifreprefcntcd 
:i t, or to have rcpl'c[entecl it impel'
{cell \', Hilt bdidc::s: 1 tJlink it can 
j);·tl'Ifly be dt'l1.icd even Ly our Ad
\'e::d:ll'ies thel11fch,cs, but that in all 
Till1(;"s ~nd Places, wherein Chrjfiia-

111 t.r 

.. 
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1-1lty has been profdfed in any tole
rable degree of Purity; whatc1,.-{;f 
contentions ai1d difputc; IT!ay hn,,-;; 
arifen about particular, ani l)erh<if s 
11117tec~fJtt,.y DoCtrines; yet the gn:a:: 
the moR: neceffary, an:l fl1l1Gamcn~ al 
DoCtrines of Religion ; ccnce:rl1iq~ C:r.J., 
and Providei1ce; concerning the: fSr~
cious Method, of Gcrl\ RecGnclFa::
on with peni tellt Sinners, con ':"( i i Ii:, So 
the rteceifity of true Piety, Ri.,1;~L'" - --oufnefs and Sobriety; c(Jllccrl1ir:~ a 
Judgmel'lt to come, and tt.e.: fir.c.l 
Reward of the Righteous, al1t1 the 
Funifhment of wicked :-'{en, :n 1UC:" 
a mai"lner 8.5· will erreCtual1·? '.-ll-.C::
cate both the J uftice and Gooclnc [5, 
the "\Vifdom anrl· Honour of Ged, 
thefe things (I fay) have nonriLh
ftanding all Differel~ces concernil:g 
irnaller Matters, been nc,-ert}i<: 1 (; n, a c 
the fame time uni\-erfalh~ and C011-

f!:cindy taught, l'reficd an-d inculcated 
upon Perfons of all Capacities, b)~ 
the earnefi and continual Freadi il:g 
of all the Minifters of the Gofpe 1 , 
with an effect infinitely more cunfi--derable ancl vifiblc, hoth in Extent 
ancl Duration, than b:,- the Tcac:1ing of 
any' Heathen Philof<1phcrs that c.:Hl" 

lived: "\Vhich il10WS llLdeniabh- the 
Excellency at leaf!, if not the iii"ine 
Authorit); (1f the Chrifrinn Inftitlltiol1, 
in this partiCl11ar rcfpca. 

D d "2 XIII. FOll"r~~ 
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XIII. Fourthly, All tbe [Credenila 

oJ'J Doctrines, lvbit·b the true, ji111{Jle, 
al1a ll1tcorrtlpted Cbriflian Religion teaches; 
(tb.lt is, 1lOt Oldy tbofe plain DoEtl'il1e.~ 
wbhb it requires to be believed as fimda
mental and af neceJlity to eter1tal Salvatiol1, 
bZlt e7Jen All tbe D9f1)'i1tes which it teaches 
as MItters of Trutb;) are, though in
deed mauy of them not difi'07Jerable by 
bare ReaJon 1I1wJfiJled witb Revelatioll, 
yet, wben d~fi'o1)el'ed by Revelati01t, ap
parently 1llojl agreeable to JOZl11d 1171-

prejlldiced Reafon; bave e1}ery one of 
them a natllral Tendency, and a direEt 
mId powerful Influence, to reform Mens 
il1illds and correct their Manners; and 
do together make lip an illfil1itely man 
con.fiftent ane! rational Scheme of Be
lilI, tban a11Y that tbe wife fl of tbe all
tieut Pbilofopbers e".)er did, or the e1l1/

'JIi11gejl of modern Unbelievers can invent or 
• cant rzve. 

(If tbe One J. That there is One only living 
SUI'l"elllt: and true God; exifting of himfelf, 
(Villi. hy the NecdIity of his own Nature; 

abfolutely lndepcnrlent, Eternal, 001-
nipn:fenr, Unchangeable, Incorrupti
l)lc; without Body, Farts or Faih
om; (Jf infinite Power, Knowledge, 
ancl Wifclo111; of perfect Libt:rty. and 
.Freedom of 'will; of infinite Good
lW[-; , Jufticc and Truth, and all ot]\cr 
])ofliblc Pel' fed ions ; fo as to be a b
Jc)lntcly Sclf-rufli(:icnt to h~s 0\\,11 51:

'finite and unait(!l'ablc Hnl)PlllCfs: 1h1s 
• 
l~, 

, 

• 
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lS, not only the firfl: and princiFal 
Article of the Chriftian Faith, but 
alfo the nrfr and moft evident Trur~ 
that the Light of Nature it felf teac~e, 
us; be5ng c1earlr rlemonftrable, upon 
certain and undeniable Princi))ks of -
right Re2.[ol1. 

2. That this Supreme Self-Exifient 'J/ ;he 
Cau[e and F,1ther of all Thirjgs, did On:,"~~'::-:' 
before all Ages, in 2.11 incomprehtnii- l~r. S":n.: 

0~i~ 
hIe manner, by his Almig~::'," PUV:er al~(l 
Will, beget or 1?roduce a Di\'ine Per[rm ; 
fl:il~d tBe Logos, the lrord, or 11" ifd ai};, Gf 

S011, of Gael; Of, God, of '" " 
God; in whom dwells 'e:~; .,s/.. e,;: i.. 

1 f 1 r d C'. c:nt'r.l.111:.n.:n',n rc., 1.l.-.:.~ tIle u nelS an perLcct:on ~Q.-. ' .. -., 

of Divine AttribUtes, 
excepting Inclepender~cr or Self-Orig:-
nation; being the Im.7ge cf t1J:? I;:~'ij:'j;f:: Co!, 1: r ~ 
God; the Brigbt1tf J~ of bi ~ }:dJ:? r's Gla),)" ,H~b., r, ~. 
fwd the f.\'prrjs ["h1.'</ af bis E·IP.;;; ha\'- k::-c:.,:,~c.{
. b ' 1. b .. • 1 G 1 J.I.::' 7'; -.' 
llle; een m t Je t'~l1;':ll:'lll'zt) oa, l~~r- (;,~.:,..:' 

, 

_ 4_ I...J' '" ,. .... OJ • i:: 

taker with hi!11 of his Glory bIore .i'~:'" I, :. 

tbe 7Vol'ld n\1S; t:1e 'GJlbOU:T of .1il ~7: 5, 
thi71gs by j 1;e ]Ford of his P(''Wo'; and RH~J: I.- ~. 
h · f'lf 1 b ' . ,11 •• <.:, • m,le ovo' .11 " Y COmml1111catln n:"rr 1.::i .. 
of his Farber's Glory) Go.t !:l::tJd for I, '1. 

eve/,: This Doctrine (1 [p.,) t;wug;l 
l10t indeed di[co\,er:11,:,lc b'.: b:ue Re~.-
llm, yet, when Jll:1lk ];:I1~'wn b,," Rc
\:elation, ul'pears plainl:" n~r:-' (\'11-

:ld:l:cnt with right RcallHl. :m.::ris 
mallif~'ft) contains nothing tha~ il~1"1i~'s 
any manncl' of .. -\.bCmlity el' Cl'm~'adl-
dion ill .it. 

, 
, 
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Indeed if- any IVIeD, pretenu illt~ ti, 

be. 11'ife alJovlJ and b~·:r()nd. 11'hJ t i 
11",'"11[(11, l~ave at an)' t1lTI<: givell {ill h 
Explj('afiollS 0f the iVL17l7tCi how t~l/ 
Sc·n e;f God deri\'Cd his Being fUJI .. 

t~;IC' Father, Of have oii-'cred [uch AI

[',':1,1\:, I)t 11i5 ,J.\-:-'lillre al1d Attril,lIt~. 
c"S t':tl1 by any j lift and. ncre[r; .. w· 
('nnf.. quence be feduced to liTlpIy (,f 

iJi\ olve an \r C.wtradiClion; (whic1 

t 1 is ncr t() be de 
!1:~';! hur rh.lt the 5r hoo)
m"n, \\,1,(') Jb-'unr1ed in 
\A.,T;r:: al1d Lci!u(c, rh(11 1?-)1 
v:,,! V fe'v an10:J!'l r~ t'ln 

.' r 
n:!d either ("!-::.tCf Sk;il i:1 
th~ ~I,··jv Scriptur(,s, or 
in E ... ·l( r~Jn:c ... ] An 1'lL:;" 
rv .... ri (i'e 'Vr'(;'~""'~ (I

C 
.. dil\.l : • "Ur.: ,~. 

rh~ J!1:icct I·.orl·.er: d' d'c 
Cl'r;('ttan ChlH...:h ;. IIJV, 
it :-l~:"'Or. t,c d,r,;o:l b"c 
C'," '( -l-r~:'~ fMPCl'! ~ •. ~\:.-. 'Ild .1 ... \ ...... ~ •• l. .... ~ ... ,. ~ ,. 

• 
vcry 3::1,;'(; t'>'l::r, who 
\ "1' ·t' -~ - 1 "r""c 11'''-- ,of ~ "I~"'" f, ' ..... ~-.II\. -

t:1c:r UiV:!1i"l), aLIe nt d'jc:r 
o'~n Br;il!1~, as Sp:nl~rs 
r!0 C·.b'h~;5 au [ot rhe:r 
01l;I E') < .. If, h,lve fiHet:d 

I 'd b" . :l rWC'IJr, ~'-' ,\:(H':5 a 

-pcrharis I!;any of the c 

Schaob'en have but t(1(1 

juftly been accufed (i 
cloir,'§; ;) filch ExphC:l' 
flons are without <t'll 
controver(y Falfe, ad 
very jnjurious to Reli:--:
()11. Bllt as this DoC:tril.:: 
js delivered in Scriptll/'t': 
I tl1ink, there is nothil·g ill 
it in ;:~lly degree contrary 
to Right Rea{(l]1 ; as I haw , . 
e Ie.. where 1l1dca voured tlJ 

ihow in ?. p,rrticlllar Di.l: 
coltr{c, to which I refer th·; 
R.eader. 

b·:uc (:lt~ ~'1\·ncry, filch JS no Ci1ri(li.rn is bound to troub'c 
h:, Hc~d. wirlu); much lets is ir llccdhry tor him (0 ll:1du
fiJnd thde Niceties, which '.ve nl,lY rc:lcnablv prelume rl." 
til:.-v who calk ·r rllC!il rl id rhc'mtelves never tllrcugldv unli' ,
fl.,,,! ; ;lnd JeJft of aI', i5 ir r.ccc(lillY to beJit:ve rhtn;. 
Ar,b-8. Til:u:toll, $CIIll.)1I cOlIcl!flling ;be Vllity oj If:~ L),,·::: 
,J.V"tZiI e. 

IC • ... c,c to b·= wil11ed, char fome Reli;innifl,' did nor :~t':" 
f\,m:) ':;LC roo m"ch wirh rhe Atl.,t'i/is, irl Jft~~tillg ro rep'-'" 
1, ... r ell<' :fi'/tay of tlic Chrif1iJ!1 Trillity, a~.l r!ling dirtl~tjy 
c'>n,cJdi,t·,·y ':J all IHIlll.lI:e H.CJlo!! alh~ Uudnl1.H1dir.g. 

1\(1'.'/ 
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and Revealed Reliflion. 
" -

Now the fame t}lat i~ fai:l (Jf t'-1e ~r r/~ 
S'J1!, may in like manner, 'wi"l li:- ':. ) ~ii· 
tie Varration, be vcr'" CI"gre':.ab~c to'" 
right Rca[l)l1, lli;(~erft{)f) 1 "'I", (-J",il~~ 
, 0" l P -, , < I' t '1e J'l","",'1 14

' ,""1/71','· nr 1!1 !'~~~"r~;' t, ,,;:.,-. ",1.:.... '.lj . _.". - '-~ .I) _ 

. . f" r-r C"" 'f f' ]"ZV ... ltlO1Z 1:; t· c ~_ ,£\' L·.' ~_ l~ __ ' P·.11': \ ' .. _ - , 
tbe 1:7.1'1»'1". -

~. T!:,"tt the 'Cnin:rfe, the; 
d t ' E' 1"1 l' .... ('" , an lIe artn, anel a! 11!111g'> eden ,,: .' c' 

are thcr~in, weTe ere-it'':':: al~J :\b,dc: -', .: " ""'. -. :. 
b C ' 1 ,. , ,. - , 

." "O(l.~ "11' t"'~ ~"rr··;CJ'~ +'Cl)'--'"a-., "J c. - - "'>., \.J. ... ~ L.::-,.1. 4.. _ !" _.L 

lion of his SOll, Tl:at Dl\'ine 7roi'.i, F::' !, 2. 

or 7ViJiom of tl:e Fat:''::::f, loy rrhe·11l ~:.::: to, '. ~, :. 

Scripture [~YS t!,at God i~l:z:ic' tho 11",,) lJ,; (); J, IS. 

t ','ot I,), 1)/·· .. 1 G'"' r-,"-"-cl ,If t7~1'~' !."'" U /1 ~')..... \"..:. _ I".\.,-t.. ~:4 ,-', ,.o.!...1 ; 

that hy him ll.'erc a!l rl-,il!g~ c; e.1td, .i..n 
,?re iu He.wen, .rn: th.lt ,z: e ii: E.?'rb, 
l-iji!,le md In,'!}!' Ie, n:!Jeth,'r do'y [..e 
T6ion.:s or DU1J!i1!ioil'" (.J' B i1!Clr·.?litie'. 
r.r p(.wc-rs:, ,r!l thil1g, n'el e crc'.?~:d. (v 
I.J;m and for bim, <lid lor: i~ l-ojore ,1!1 
tiJi"gs, cOld by bim .1li things o)7,-,FIl; 
that ,?il tbi1lgs 1Fere 7J;.1ie &), I., i ll! , .17:1 J :',:.~. 
1l'itbollt him n'JS Jiot .11'Y rbi7l~ ii:..zde tb.lt 

i "h" " '1- . TI'.lS ?Jlt'lL e: . .'\,11 t,:s li,;::(:\V~ <:, 1:; \-ery 
agreeable to ionnj nnprt..:j'..liiceJ Rta
i:lll. For, that neithet r:1e w"olc-, 
nor any part of t:-,c 'Wl)rL.l; neit'-:er 
the Form, nor i\'i.i',ti.;,~n, 11;"r :'-.~:H~tr 
of the World, ('(nll,l exiii of it F~f, 
by allY Ncceiicty ill it~ own ~~.i·.urC'; 

, - . 
is abt1l1l1::.ntl \- demoniirabk fr'"lIll Ull, 

deni~-!ble Prilicil'lc:, (f Rc i~ll; ~!S h:1s 
l)Cell 1ho\\'n in my fermer Dil:'(tlri~ . 

• 

CLlllfc<}ucntl.':, bl)th t:.e \\';wk "\\·,'rll1, 
D d J.. ;:nd , 



The E'Vidences 0 atural • • 
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and al1 the Variety of things that 
now cxift therein, muft of NeceiEty 
have received both their being it feH~ 
and a1fo their form an<1 manner of 
being, from God the alone Supreme 
and Self~exiftent Caufe; and mufl: 
needs depend upon his Good-l)leafurc 
every moment, for the continuance 
and prefervation of that Being. Ac· 
cordingly, if we ret afide the Epicllo 
'Hems, (whofe abfurd HYl'othefis has 
long fince been given up even by all 
Atheifts themfelves;) and fome very 
few others, who with no leG Abfur
dity contended that the World was 
in its l'refent Form Self-exiftent and 
Neceifary; All the Philof0l'hers of all 

+ 'See for Ages, (even t not excepting thofe 
mer Vo- who held the Eternity of the \VorId,) 
lum. Pa

g
• have unanimouDy agree:1 in this great 

~+ & 35' Truth, that the World evidently owes 
both its Being and Prcfervation to God 
the Supreme Caufe and Author of all 
Things. And then, that God made 
the World by the Operation of his 
Son; though this could not indeerl 
be known certainly without expre[s 
Revelation; yet is it by no means 
incredible, or contrary to right Rea
[on. For, to the judgment of Rea
fon, it is the fame thing, whe
ther God made the World immedi
ately by himfelf, or mediately by 
the Miniftration of a Second Princi. 
{lIe. And what Plato and his Follow-

ers 
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, and RetVealed Religion. 
'Iowers rave faid concerning that E
ternal NOu~ or Mind, whom they fre-
quently ftile C>II{Ml1f'l'~~ the Minifter or 
Workman by whom God framed an 
things; proves undeniably thus m11ch 
at leaft, that the Doctrines nelivered in 
Scripture concerning this IVlatter, cannot 
be rejecred as incon-fiftent and irrecon-
cileable with right Reafon. 

2.49 

4. That, about the Space of 6(;000[ tbe FOJ-

Years -fince, tbe Earth was withollt Form mi/.t/WJ oj 

d 7T·d h' fi r d C'] tbe 1::.,11.1;. 
a1T y 01, t at 1S, a con ule rJaos" 
out of which God framed this bean-Gen .• ,:z, 
tiful and uft;ful Fabrick we now in-
habit, ann ftockerl it with the Seeds 

, of all kinds of Plants, and formed 
upon it Man, and all the other Spe
cies of Animals it is now furnifhed 
with; is alfo very agreeable to right 
Reafon. For though the precife Time 
jndeed, when an this was done, could 
not now have been 1010wn exactly, 
without Revelation; yet: even at this 
rl.ay, there are remaining many {'on-
11derable and very fhong rational 
Proofs, which make it exceedingly pro
bable, (fel)arate from the Authority· 
of Revelation,) that this lwefent Frame 
ancI Conftitution of the Earth, can
not have been of a very much longer 
date. The univerfal Tradition deli
vered down from aU the moft an
tient Nations Df the World, both 
learned anQ barbarous; The conftant 
and agreeing Doilrine of ;:111 ~ntient 

l'hilof'o-

, , 



.11 .. f{t.t Grr 
'V:!rnme ' , t Of Pro'vi
dence 

'TIN Ervidences 0 atur~lL 
• 

PTlliloFophcrs ~nd Poets, ~o~('crnil1g 
tne Earth's beJl1g formed wlthm fuch 
dt Period of Time, out of \V<lter or 
A Chaos; The manifold Ablurdities 
cord Lontl'aaiElio1TS of thofe fe IV Ac
counts, which pretend to a much grea
ter Antiquity; The 11/umber of jI1c'71, 
'~'ilh which the Earth is at prefellt 
inhabited; . The late Original of Lear
'ti1tc~ rmd Llll lIlefIll Arts and Sr:iel1cfl' i 

The JlJjpr~bfbility, that univerfal Deluges, 
or other Accidents, ihould at cer
tain long Periods have oft-times de
firnycd far the greateR: part of :Man
Jcind, with the Memory of an for
mer ACtions and Invc:rlLions, and yet -
never have happened to deftroy them 
All; The changes that muR: ncceiIa
rily fall out naturally :in the Earth, 
in vaft ler!gth of Time, by the Sink
ing and l,\'alhing down of Mountains, 
the Confumption of \\-"ater by Plants, 
2.1l'1 illl1Umerable other fuch like Ac
l'idcnts; Thefe (1 fay) and many 
more Arguments, drawn from N2.
turc, Rca icm ar,'; Obfel"V::ltion, make 
That account of the Time of the Earth '5 

FOrnl2t i:.n exceedingly probable in it 
felf, which from the Revelation delive
red in Scripture-Hiftory we believe to be 

• Certa m. 
s. That the fame God who crea

ted all thi ngs by the Word of his 
Power, and upholds and preferves them 
by his continual Concourfe, does aHa 
by his All-wife Providence perpetually 

gOY ern 
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and Re·vealed Religion. 
?,O?;eJ'?! and direCt the iffi.les mid (vtnts 
of things:, takes care of this lc)wer 
W()rld, and of all, c:ycn the [,:,allen 
things, that are therein:, di[po[t:s t hi! gs 
in a regular order :md Sll('('c:~EGn :in 
every Agc, from the bfginninf; of the 
World to its final Pf~riod:, and in
[r::':'rs, with 2, more partie 1.11<1r 2nd 
d>:cial reg~,rd, the moral AC':lons (f 
1'[(:;11: This, as it is hr mere cx
presfh, clearly, and eonftantly tRngl-.,t 
jn Scripture, than in any of the \\ ri
tillgS of the rhilofophers:, fo it is 
alfo highly' agreeable to right Rl:,c1 true 
Rcafon. For, that a,'t Om1izprt'{n·t 
and infinite:v '\\?ife BeiT'g, cam~ot 'but 
kn.JW every" thing t1~at is cl.1'ne jn 
every rart of the Un:iverfe, and wid1 
t'C}ual eQfe take notice cf the miLl,t(; it 
things as cf the greatdt; '1 ha: ;::'1 

infinitely poweJjul Bt:ing, rrmft H.lds 
govern and direct every thing in fueh 
manner and to fueh ends. as }~e 
knows to be beft a nil. fit tc r1: in the 
whole; fo far as is cotd'i:fh:nt with 
that Liberty of ,\Yill, w 1,ich lie has 
made dfential to all ratiol'~l Crea
tures; And that an ir.fir;i;ely J1Ift 
.md Good Governour, caLnot but ta},e 
more particular and exact: notice 
of the moral Actions of all his ra-

• 
t10nal Creatures, and how far t'ley 
are cconformable or not corf(1fi!'<ibfe 
to. the Rnle~ he has fet them; All 
thls (I fay) IS moft CYidclltly at~rcc-

able 

2.5r 



The E'7Jidences 0 atural 
ahle 
been -It. 

to right Reafon, and, as has 
before [hOWll, deducible from 

(if P,Il'.t- 6. That God, after the Formation 
d;j>. :1" I of the Earth, crC<l ted Man at firft 
r. bc V!s of upright and innocent, and placed him in 
l' by ~,II. 1 d d; r. 1 S ] h a }appy an para Ijlcrea • tate:> W lere e 

injoyed plenty and. ahundance of all 
things without labour or [arrow; 
And that Sin was the original Caufe, 
that now on the contrary the very 

G~)l.} J;, ~roZl1td is clIIfed and barren for 01lr 

I ,<Y 19 jrke" and in forrow lVe eat of it all the 
D{tV~ of Olll' Life; that thorus alJo ana 
thijlles are brought forth to lB, and in 
the fweat of our face we eat bread, till 
we return ll1tto the grolt1Zd; This like
wife is very reafonable and credible 
in it [elf: As appears, not only from 
the abftraCt confideration of the na
ture of the thing; but alfo from the 
general Opinion that the antient 
learnedeft Heathens entertained, upon 
1:ery ob[cure and uncertain Tradition, 
that the original State of Man was 
innocent and iimple, and the Earth 

whereon they dwelt, ¥ 

... Td ?l~A~/~V mid ~v fruitflll of it Jelf, and abll7t
,.., ';11 m!V It; d.l',svf IlJV ~ -;r;'I! d,111t .with all plenty; but 
i'll, i',§..:u,mt Ib ~~'" ';Do tbat God, fior tbe Sin of." 
":(J~ 1f.J I{;PHVI!tI d' ifPS 'J 
Ot·, d.; p.?v 1JJ'(f.'@-. ri· iVI.nt, clh111ged tbis Happy 
Ml.il.T&- J" ,; N.rJ.l· ~ ~- C;mflitlltion of tbi?rgs, a7rd 
~i.t:d~ eli IJ.SV P.~AIT@-, made Labollr ncc.e.r::lI'Y f."or 
cd Jl' 0 £VlS, ""?( JI' gAd.llS u.' J' 
um, '-TlI.IIO',WIVH; JI' oi i.~' tbe fllpport of ')111' Lives. 

, - 1 ., /f ~ ,... Z··,' \.\ 
..7~f"?l1l1 'fJ 'TeV~II:, EI~ vbet:' E.:;~mO'ov. sV; ~ f.U:nlnz.; T 

, ., , 'J}" "/2' '::'''C Y.. a. nt. <;",:71 J' • II q> "'-V I :r; cr I!t J!/ U , 'fJ !to 'liT a r IS 'T I" 10 v ct. 'iii' "d £'1., S • 

L.lI.JllllS Illdu,' df"d Str.lboll. II:;. 15. 7' TIM> 



c rid Re~ealed Religion. 2.) 3 
7- That in prncers of Time, after Of Ire 

the firft entrance of Sin into the World, fic~d. 
l\len by degrees corrupted themfeh-es 
more and more; till at length God, 
for the t punifhment of 
their Sin and incorrigi
blent:fs, brought upon 
them a general Flood, 
which deftroyed them all, 
except a few Perfons, pre
ferved for the reitoration 
of humane Race; is a 
Truth delivered down to 
us, 110t only by Autho
rity of Scripture, but 
alfo by the concurren t 
Teftimonyof almoft all 

: Heathen Philofophers 

l.:ln:ico. 

: and Poets: And the Hiftories of all Na
tions backwards, terminate in it : And, 
(which is the moiJ: remarkable thing 
of all, becaufe it is a demonfrrative and 
ocular Proof of the Ul1il'f:rjllity of fame 
fuch kincl of Diffolution;) the prefent 
viftble Frame and Conftituticn of the 
Earth throughout:, the Difpofitiol1 anrt 
Situation of the feveral Strata of dif
ferent kinds of 1vl:?tter, whereof it is 
compofed; the numberlefs Shens cf 
Fifhes, Bones of other An imals, an-i. 
parts of aU kinds of Plants, which 
in every Country and ill almoft every 
]?lace are at great variety of Depths 
found inclofed in Earth, in Clay, in -

~tone, 



25'4 The E~iJel1ces () Natural 
Stones, and in all fi')rts of Matter: 
arc hl C h appaJ'fllt Demonftration of t l:~ 
Earth's h3ving been fame time or otlm 
(the 1l'bole Snr.f.lce of it at leaft) in a 
fLite of FlniditV; that whofocvcr hOt, 
feel! the Collettions rf t111S kind mad:: 
by the I·-cry ingenious Dr 7Y ood'l'ard <~nd 
others, muft in a manner aban(~rl}] 
all Ure both of his Senfes and Re?
fim, if he can in the le:aft doubt of th$ 
Truth. 

oj G~dj" re- 8. ',that God, after the Flood, mane 
've.:lin!!, particular Revelations of him:(elf and 
bimi'd! t? of his Will to the Patriarchs; is 
the P,tIYl- a Thing vcry credible in it fdf for 
p;n:b,., ,!lId , 
giv;n' fbtl the fame reafons t112t I have before 
La,,/(o tbe fhown in general, that the Expecta.· 
Jt?rPs. tion of fame Revelation from GO!1. 

• 

was a reafonablc and probable Ex-
lJecration. And that, after this, God 
fhould vonchfafe by Exprefs Re,-ela
tion to give a Law to the whole Na
tion of the :fe'IIls, confifting ve1':\' 
much in Sacrifices, and in external 
Rites and ceremonious Obfervances ; 
cannot with any juft rc:afon be re
jeCted as an incredible FaCt; if we 
confider, that fuch a kind of Inftituti
on wa.s neceiTary in thofe Times and 
Circumftallces, to prcferve that Na
tion from the Idolatry and \Vorfhip 
of falfe Goris, wherewith the Coun
tries around them were overfpread; 
tb.1t thofe Rites and Ceremonies were 
typical of. and preparative to, a high
er :.mJ marc excelleD t Dirped~1 til n ; 

c b.lt 



and Revealed Rel~jon. ,.;; 
:klt the Jews were continuall:; tdtl 
hv their Prophets, that their ()h lcr
vance ef thore Rites and Ccren:rmies 
was by no means fo hig~11 y accep
table to God, nor fo abfolure lr ",nd 
jl1clifpenfably infifted upon hy him, 
as Obedience to the :0,loral Law; 
and. that the whole mattc:r of F2d 
relating to that Revelation, i:; c:e
livered down to us in a Hi:toT.\", nn 
which the Polity of a \,-hole 1-:ation 
... "as founded, at a time when no Bocl.v 

, could be ign€lrant of the truth of t;1-e 
: principal FaCts, and concerning which 
i' we can now have 110 more rea[on to 

doubt, than of any Bifior;." of any 
antient matter of FaCt in the '.Verld. 

; The mofi confiderable and real diffi
I wlty, vi%.. why this Fa\-ourwas 

granted to th:.u, Ji,tgle 1'a~iol1 ,)111;.", 
and not to all tlle reft of t\e i.\' orld 
likewife; is to be aCcLlunted for hy 
the fame Reafons, \\.·hich pro\-e (as .. ~g. :! ," 
has been before {hown) that God \\-as 

• 

not obliged to make knO\\-n the R:-
vcLztio7t of tbe Gofpe l, to .:Ill ~lel1 
alike. 

o. That all the other particular::; of or th~ 0-
/ . 

$c:riptnre-Hiflory contained i n the 0 lJ r I'~r ,.t.-rt,. 
--r,n l' c 1 .. ,I·r"f 
Jr;j'amel1t, are true Re at Ions or :\ at- -<.~ ~':""-
tel' of FaCt; (not to injift n~\\" on ~~/I~~~; tIl 
the man)T Arguments which prove tl'e o{d 
in general the Antiquitv Genuinenefs Tejbmenf. 

J , , 

and Authority of the Bonks them
felves;) will to a ratioll~l Illquirer ap

pear 



The Evidences a Natural 
l1car very credible from hence; that 
very many of the particular Hifi:o· 
rics, aJlcl fame even of the minUter 
Circu11iftances a1[0 of thofc Hifl:nri('~, 
are confirmed by concurrent Tdb
l110nies of profane and unqueftionahh 
unprejudiced Authors. Of which Gr~-

t liZ,. '. tillS, in his excellent Book of t the 
': 16 'Jnd Trlltb of the Cbrijlian Religion, has 
Jr b. :;. c.' 1 (. 11 .n.' A 
Hi where gnren us a arge ~o C~Llon. s par-
fcc'rhe Ci- ticularly; that the ?JlCln;ter of the For
t.wcns:le l1utio1t of the Earth out of a Ch.1O, 
l.uge. is mentivned by the Antienteft Pb«.-

nicia1t, ./Egyptia1t, Indian and Ore": 
Hiftorians; the very Names of Admll 
and Eve, hy S .. mcbzl11i.:ztbo1t and others; 
the I07lf,&-7)ity of the Antediluvians, by 
BeroJils and M .. metho3 and others; the 
Ar k of :Noab, by BeJ'oJlIs; many par-

. ticulars of the Flood, by a-uid and 
others; the Family of Noah, and two 
cf every kind of Animals entring 
into the Ark with him, mentioned 
by Lucian him.felf, as a Tradition of 
the Antient al'&-ci.l1ts; The Dove which 

No.lh fent out of the Ark, by Abydr
ntiS and Of. PIlIt '1rch; the 
building of Babel, by 
AbydellZls; the burning of 
Soda11l, by Diodorlls SiclI
Ills and Strabo and T.lcitlls 
and others; feveral rar
ticulars of the Hiftory 
of Abr,tlJ..111l and the rcIt 
of the Patriarchs by Bt'-

~ I " , ~ 
T ~(J/,J l{f.J.lI.' (,) l"I Ifl t:t.111 ".e,(-

>< r;'v ~~ -t lI.t:t.PI'C!~~ 
rl":HttVt.w J'{Vr.lI.(4 ~G-. ... \" 
;'"'>:x.I, X E1 ,w> v~:- fJ ,. Y E1 fj (,) 

miJ\lV il'J'UOP';V/,w. c.Lci'i", 
J" a,1rJ·;T-ra·O<lV. r!:,t.lIcb: 
utrum Tare.!f .. i.t an Aqll ..• 
t ic.t animflllti.I plus h.lbe
lint [)i")/ix. 

, . 
roJ 115 



and ReveaLed Relig ion. z 5 7 
~")Jll) and others; many p?_::i"~!:rs 
(",I' ll'fops's Life, by [(:ver~d ;In-:::r.t 
'\\'ritcrs; the cr;lil1cl1t Piety ()f r 1

,. 

molt antlcnt JeWs, b.:r Str:,'J') Cl'-.ci 
Tufin; diver~ ACtinnc, uf J).1i,iJ ancl 
'S~lomo71, in th(! Plh:ili"i,m ~-\n;-!ctL:, 
flffiC of the Actions (jf ElijA, h '.T -
!1fmal1der, and ronfdTed 0:1 .Tuli_7J: 
himfelf; the Hifi')r:'T of JOt!.!!'>, un
der the name of Ho'rGu!:'!, hy Ly:-:,
phro1! and p./Ln:(!.s G3Z-6I.1I5; and r:~(! 
Hlftories of the follO'.ving Times, c.,: 
many more Authors. 1:5eiirles t;;at 
(as t learned :\'1en h?ve upcn ex- + s~:: =;:i!~ 
ceecling probable grounds fUpp0fcrl.) .'·r:6.Je~;'~ 

f h 11- • ~. n"r-:n (..:. ... many 0 ti e mOll antlent ,~cr,~'.-: ~~ :.', ._. 
ture-hifiories are ackno\l.rledgel :ti1J ~,~:';"A~~d 
alTerted in the "\\"ritings of the 1'()~rs, E;J,;rti 

hO.th .Greek~ ancl_ ~~til1o; f1_e tr::~ ;--~:~::~d; 
Hlftones bemg C).u~'len. unlLel 1:11£;- I':o:o!,l. 
(ilH Names 8.n0.. j.IJlIlo!ls Reprd~nta~ cr:J . 

• 

tlOllS. 

10. viat God, in the full1er~ of ::Or GQ1"l 

Time i that is, at that time \\-~ich i:,,:t::g, I:ij 
his infinire "\\"i1(-1.om h:.lcl fore-appoint:- ~~': Pl".j 

1 1 • h 11 1 . ,t,. ~ ~~ Jr. 
et, W,l1C a t,le Antlent Prop:le- t'" : .. ~ R.~. 
cies had determined, and \\-hic:l m::- .i:rr.ptijn 
ny concurrent Circ:.lmiIances i:l t:~e .. '\!.,~
ftate of the Jnv-i\h Religion, :1nJ in ~Jr.i. 
t'1e diCpoiitioll of rhe R0m:w Empire, 
had maJe a fit Seal-:'1l1 flr the rCCc,l-
tion and propag:nion of a new ril'" 
ftitutiol1 of Re~igion: tlJ.lt Gcd 1,1 
fl}T) at That Time. Iholll(l je-J!.l bis 
Only-bt' ... [f,ottel! SO)[. '1 11a t "Turd or lr:_/,-

F ~ J '': 
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dom of d.c Father, That Divine Per
Gm by whom (as has been l)efore 
!hown) He created the World, an(i 
by whom he made all former par
ticular Manifefta60ns of himfelf un
to Men; that he fhould fend him, to) 

take upon him our humane Nature, anrl 
therein to make a full and particular 
Revelation of the Will of God to M2.n
kind, who by Sin had corrupted them~ 
felves and forfeited the Favour of God, 
fo tbat by the bare Light of Nature 
they could not difcover any certain 
means by which they could be fatis
facrorily and abfolutely fecure of re
gaining that Favour; To preach unto 
Ivlen Repentance anrl Remifllon of 
Sin, and, hy giving himfelf a S;;
crifice and Expiation for Sin, to 
declare the Acceptablenefs of Repen
tance, and the Certainty of Pardon 
thereupon, in a Method evidently 
confiftent with aU nece:£fary Vindica
tion of the Honour and Authority 
of the Divine Laws, and with God\ 
irreconcileable Hatred againft Sin; To 
be a Mediator and Interceffor, be
tween God and Man; TfJ procure 
the l)articular Aili.ftance of God's Ho
ly Spirit, which might be in Men 
a new and effectual Principle of a 
Heavenly and Divine Life; ill a word, 
To be the Saviour and Judge of M~ll
kind, and finally to bring them ttl 
Eternal Life. All this, when clear-

l\-
• 



and Re'1:Jealed l?eligio}2. ~ 5 9 
ly and exprefiy revc .. .1ed, anll by 
good Tefi:imony proved to be fo f(-

vealed; is apparently agreeable and 
,'ery credible to right ani true Re:::t-
fan. As (becaufe it is the n-ain 
and fundamcl1tal Article, of the CL,ri~ 
ilian Faith,) I fhan endeavour to rr-ake 
out more largely and eliftinctly; br 
thowing in l)articular, th~t nene of the 
feveral ObjeCtions, llpOlI which Spe( ltLt-
tive Unbelievers rered this DoCtrine, dJ 
at aU prove any inconftftenc\r in t~e 
belief of it, with found and. unp~ejll}iced 
Reafon. 

, For Firfl it cannot be thcJcrht T!;;:t i: i.; 

unreafonable' to be believed in ~he f:;'l;;;:~~ 
general, that God fhould m::tke a !"no) God 

Revelation of his irill to :Nlankinel ;tn"~/rg a 

fillce all. the contrary, (a~ };~s been :':~~~:'~~~~,l 
before proyed at large,) It IS -I;err t~ .)oteR. 

agreeable to the :Moral Attritutes of 
: God., and to the Notions .. ,nd Ex
~ pecrations of the \\?ifdr and. mofi: ra
. tional Men that lived in the Heathen , 

World. 
Secondly It cannot be thOl'g'1t n.:t it ir 

unreafonable to be believed., that in ~~~.:~;~:e~: 
. fuch a Revelation, wherein GOel free- Ld.~H, 

Iv proclaims RemiHion of Sin anu :/:.a G.'; 

the Acceptablenefs of Repentan~e, he rt"Jlf/.i .lp. 
F -'rr • .).l-

fuoulcl neverthelefs have appointen Cuch f;i.-iL-;' or. 

a . Sacrifice or E.1:J1i.J~ioll fer Sill. ~s ~"':p:.l' i~'1 
mIght at the fame tm1c be a iU1-11Cl- 1;1 s;~_ 
ent Teftimony of his irreconcilcable 
Hatred agaillH: it. F L1f though, by 

E e :2 tbe • 
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The E'Vidences Natura~ 
t;le Light of N?tute, it was lndeul 
exceeding probable and to be hopui 
for, that Goel would forgive Sill up
on true Repentance; yet it cOllld 
not be proved, that he was abfolutc:-
1y obliged to do fo, or that he would 
certainly do fc): On the contrary, 
there was rcafnn to filppofe, that, in 
V indication of the Hondllr and Dig
ni ty of his Laws, he wou1d require 
fome further SatisfaCtion and Expia
tion. And accordingly we find the 
Cllftom of Stlcrijicillg, to have pre
vailed univerfally over the Heathen 
"\Vorld in aU Ages; "\Vhich, how 
unreafonable fuever an expeCtation it 
\\'2.3, td th.ink tha t the Blood of 
Beaus could truly expiate Sin, yet 
thus much it plainly and undeniably 
i11!lWS, that it has been the com
mon Applehellllon of Mankind in 
all Ages, that God would not be 
a ppeafecl nor pardon Sin without fume 
PUl1iihment and SatisfaCtion; and yet 
at the fame Time they had good 
Hopes, th:u upon the Repentance of 
Sinners, GoJ would accept fome o
ther ~;ali radion initeacl of the Dc
ftructio\l of the Ofl-enders. 'Tis there
for<.: plainly agreeable to right Rea
£JI1, to believe that God, in Yin
dica(ioll of the HOllOllf of his Law~, 
and f0r· a Teftimony of his HatrC(l 
againf1: Sin, ihould appoint fome Sacri
fice or Expiation for Sin, at the fan1c 

• 

tUllC 
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tjme that he forgives the Sinnc:r llpr,l1 Li;; 
true Repeiltancc:. 

Thirdly, It cannot be thr,ught un- T!:;! ;: is 

rcafonable to be h.:lic':c:<i, t::at a n;' ~': ~,!' 
Mcdiatollr or IlItel afJrJII)" fho:!lri be ap- ';;/,;~~:'J 
pointed between God. and 1tlan, through :O.a.l J[~. 
anel by whom the Prayers r;f Sin- ~i,lr/~ f~ 
/len may be offered up f-; as trJ., b.e .~,':.:! .":~.i 
accq")table in t~1C Sight of G,.:J. . I1J t_;o>~~n 
wen known, the gener2.lity Gf t~~(: 0,,1 ,g.i 
wifeft Heathel~S thoug:lt it agi.-ccable _H •• n. 

to Rea[on, to ma],;:e ufe of ~llbor(~i-
112.te Intelligences, D~mol1s or H(::-
roes, by whom they put ill? their 
Prayers to the Supe:riG1..lr Gods; ho-
Iling that by the ~lelliation of thofe 
Intercdfours, the unwort}-:intfs of their 
own Perfons, and the defects of thele 
Prayers might be fllppliecl; anJ they 
might obt3.in fneh mercifLll and gr:1.-
cions Anfwers to t~~eir Prayers, a,; 
they could. not prcrume to hnre for 
upon their own Account. \\";lercin 
though tho[e Pgans hbourecl indeed 
~lJlder verT great Uncc:rtaint)", iii tlo-
ll1g a thing for \\'hich they had no 
fufficiellt Warrant, allll in ufing :\le-

: diatom's whom the'\" neither knew d:-, 

ftinc.l:l.r to haye - 8n.:-- B,- il:g, l1;r 
: ,-QuId t11(~"." howe\-e1' h~n-e all)~ b,.-,cli 
''-' • -1 r. 1 'I" .' '1 i 11Ccunty t;iat !UC,l .:.\ eLlla:10!l V:I,Ull.<.. 

I be acceptable to the Supreme GnJ; 
, Yet at the fame time this lln,-kl,i~t-

~)lr prm-es, that it is b,- 1/,,1 l~-,C:i;:S -lllconjiftent \\"it~l rig'1t Ri:~li011, t" L)~-
E c ~ lie\·~ 



The E'Vidences 0 Natural 
lie'.TC that a Ivlediator may bY' Divine 
.Authority be appointed between Gorl 
and ftnful Ivlcl1, to be their Interccf
f(w and Advocate with a jufily offcllrl~ 
ed God. 

nf tbe 0';- FOi/rt1)ly, The grcateft real Difficul-
jc?':!iQII ty in thi, ]'vl2.tter, to the Judgment 
dra "11 f' 1 r r . r f o IlbIT , 1 t Realr)n, lcems to arlle rom [riJm tbe 
Di.:;"i!)' of the confideration of the Dignity of th~ 
tb; Perr~n Perfoll, whom we believe to have gi-
~:i;~:etl~: v:en himf{;~f a .Sacrifice and. Propiti.4-
hI! aliT M:- t10n for tl"ie S1l1S of MankInd; 7.,'Z::'. 

di1.tor how it is poiEble, that the Only-be
and Re· gottl'n Son of God fhould. be 11tcanrate and 
de~mcr. become },/I1.1!; how it is con "eivable that 

God fhoulcl c(:7rdefcc7td fa far as to Je1zd, 
and the Son of God condefcend willingly 
to be Jent, and do fnch great things for 
his Creatures; and above all, how it is 
confiftent with Reafon, to fuppofe Cod 
conckfcending to do fo much for fuch 
frail and we,!k Creatures as Men, who, 
in all appearance, feern to be 1mt a very 
fmall, low, and inconfiderable part of 
the Creation_ ...'\.11'1 here indeed it rnuft 
readily be acknowledged, that humalic 
Reafon could never have difcovered rUl 'J 

a lvlethoJ as this, for the reconciliatioll 
of Sinners to an offended. God, wit~l
out exprefs Revelation. But then Ilci
ther on the other Side, when 011",' 

this ],vlethocl is made known, is there 
<'.:ly filch Difficulty or Inconceiyabh
}l(.'fs in it, ~s can reafonabl.r 111:1\C 

" . .. 
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a wife and confirlerate Ivhl.:1 call in 
queftiol1 the truth of a well-~,ttdtc··~ 
Reve:lation, merely upon tha':: ac( f)lli-i~ ; 

Which indeed, any plain AbE::-1iry 
or ContraJictlOl1 in the .i\'[attcr (.)1 a 
Doctrine pretc:nderl t n l ':! reyea~d, 
would, it muft be confellcd, una
voidably dn. For as to the pr/}i!-i
lity of tbe 11Ican;ati:;1! of tbe SO'! of 
God; whate\Ter 11yfterioufl:(;:-: <-.ere 
confeiTedly was in the M.n:7:n- of it, 
yet, as to the thing it fdL (~ere 
is evide.ntly no more llnreafOl:able
nefs in believing the l'0ffibilit~· of it, 
than the believing the rnicl1 of 6e 
Soul and. Body, or arl\- Ot:~:.:..r cer
tain Truth \\'h~ch we 1,binl,.- tee im
])1ies no Contradidic.n in t;-;e thing 
It [elf, at the fame time that we are 
fenfible we cannot difcO\-er the man
ner how it is efFeCted. Aga~n, } ... s 
to the incredibility cf the D~ari7!e, 
that God iliould !fJake fa great a Lon
def:c1lJioll to his Creatures; a rd. that 
a Perfon of fuch Dignity as the Only
begotten Son of God, ibould '-OUC:1-

fafe to give himfelf a Sacrifice fC'f 
the Sins of :Men; He that dul,· con
fiders, how it is 1.0 tliminution to 
the Glory anJ. Greatnefs L~f the Crea
tor of aU thil1gs, to infpcd, go
vern, and dircCt: e\"cry tl1ing b:~ his 
All-wife Pro\-j{lence through (:le wh'le 
Creation; to take care eyen t,f the 
mcanefi: M his Creatures, fo that not 

Ee4- a 
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crhc E'Vidences 0 atural 
a SP,1J'rOW f,tll~ to tbe jfrOll7ld or ct Ihl;,. 

of Ollr bc,rd per/(hes without his kn{J\\'
ledge; and to n11ferve exactly every 
Particle even uf inanimate M?ttcr ill 
the Univerfc: he (I fay) who duly con
fiders This, cannot with Rcafon think 
:it any real Difparagement to the Son 0; 
God, (though it was indeed a moR: won
derful and amazing InR:ance of Humili
ty and Con(h'fccnfion,) that he ihouJr.l 
concern himfelf fo far for finful Men, as 
to appear in their Nature to reveal t11(; 
Will of God more clearly to them, tn 
give himfclf a Sacrifice and Expiati. 
oll for their Sins, and to bring them 
1:0 Repcnt:-U1ce and Eternal Life. The 
grcateft Enemies and Deriders of Cln;· 
frianity-, Jlave affertecl things, ["11' mol"; 

incredible, to have heen done upon 
f..ll' lefs Occafions: 'Vitnefs what .TiI -

lian the ApoR:ate '" thougLt 
fit to believe concerning 
./Ep u lap ills'S coming down 
from Heaven, and can
veding upon Earth in J 

vifible Form, only to 
teach ]\1en the Art rf 
healing Difeaf'es. Anll 

iV[odenl Unbclin-ers, who fcem \\-il
ling in the contrary Extreme, to de
ny God's having ;71Y regard, or t:1-

lcing auy ('arc in any refpcd, for t:'c 
1\'clf"::trc and Happinc[" of his Creatme~ ~ 
a~c forced, if thQy will go about t,~ 
g""C any <ILl'ount or explication (r 
:, t11il1f~~. 

--' 
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things, to invent much more inc-re
dible H;"'pothefes, difhonrmrab1e to 
God, and utterly inconiiftcnt 1.'.;t;1 
hi'> Divine Attributes. Inc;cd, ~f 
vIe will confider things impartially, 
io far is it from being trul;- an~"' C::
minution of the Greatne[s 2nd Glory 
of God, to fend his Son into t:~e 
World for the RedeIT.ption ana ~al
vation of "Mankind; t~1at, on t::e 
contrary; it is a :Means of bringing 
the veiy greateft Honour to the La,\-s 
and Government of God, that can 
be imagined. For what can be iIT.
agined more honourable, and ,,;or
thy of the Supreme Lord and Go
vernOllr of a1l things; than to fnow 
forth his 1-'Iercy and Goodnefs, in 
forgiving the 'Sins of frail anri. fal
lible Creatures, and fuffcring him
felf to be reconciled to them up'.)n 
thEir true Repentance; and yet at t~e 
fame time to caufe fuch an Expi
ation to be m2.de fJr Sin, by d:e 
Sufferings and Death of his cwn 
Son in their Nature, as mig:1t 1:-e 
;\11 abundant Evidence (f hs irrecon
;:-ileable Hatred againfr ~in, a jUit 
Yindication of the Authorit:-.- and Dig
~litY" of his Laws, and. A fllfficient 
anti effectual warning to tleter ~len 
from Sin, "to create in them the great
eft dreacl and dctdbt~t)\1 of it, and 
f~)r eyer to terrify t 11cm from "en
turing ~lpon wilfi.il Tr:',llCgrdlinn and 

Dii~)b~-
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Difu bedience? 'Tis true, no Man can 
preten::l certainly t I fay, but God by 
his ahfolu:e !-iovereignty and Autho~ 
rity, migllt, if he had fo l1 i<.:afcd, 
have pardo'~(d Sin upon RcpeIl~al1cc, 
without any Sacrific.e or EXplat~on 
at an? But this Method of dcmg 
it by the De:1th of Chrifr, is marc 
wift! and fit, and evidently more 
proper and eftectual to difcounte~ 
Dance and prevent Prefumption, to 
c1ifcourage Men from repeating their 
TranfgreiIions, to give them a d~~p 
Senfe of the heinou:; Nature of S:n, 
aIld to convince them of the excel~ 
leney and importance of the La\\'? 
of God, and the indifpenfable Necei~ 
Ety of paying Obedience to them; 
Forafinueh as it fhows us, that at 
the fame time that God was wil~ 
!ing to fave the Sinner,. yet, leafl: 
lrICOuragement fhould be gIven to Sin 
'by letting it go unpunifhed, he did not 
think fit to forgive the Tranfgreffi
~ns 0'£ Men without great Suffer
Ings 111 onr Natnre, and to do a
way the guilt of our SillS hut upon 
fuch difficult Terms as the Death (If 
his own Son. So that in this Dif
penfation, Jufticc and Mercy mId y,·mb 
are met togetber, Rigbteoltfitefs and 
Peace ha've kiJJed e.lcb otber. And bV 
how much the greater the Dignitjr 
of the Per~on was, who gave hirnfclf 
thus a Sacnfice for the Sins of Men; 

of 
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of fa much the greater V,'eigl-.t and. 
Force ls this Argument to dder Men 
for the future from Sin, and. to C<,Tl-

vince them (Jf the Necdfity of Obe-
(1ience. Wherefore fa far -is it fro:n 
being true, that the confideration cf 
the Dignity of the Perfon futtering, 
is a real ObjeCtion 2gainft the cre
dibility of the DoCtrine:, t~at on 
the contrary, that ,-ery Confidera-
tion contains the higheft Vindicati-
on imaginable, of the GreatneE al:d 
HOllour and Authority of the Lav;s 
of God:, and at the fame Time, t::e 
greateft poffible Inftance or Expref-
110n of his 1Iercy and Compa:Ton 
towards Men, agreeable to our l\a-
tural Notions of his Di\-ine Attri-
butes. And then, as to the l.lj! part 
of this Difficulty, 7:iz. ho'\',.- it can 
be confiftent 'with Reafc'l1, to fU:l-

~-
lJOre God condt:fcending to (lel io 
very great Things for fuch me.211 .111 ,l 
'Weak Creatures, as :Men are; who, 
in all appearance, feem t('l l->e but 
a very finall, low and inr.:J;j.icn!-lc 
l)art of the Creation:, foratmllc~ as 
the whole Earth it felf, is hut a 
little Spot that bears no proportion 
at a11 to the Univerfe; and in ~ll 
probability of Reafon, the large and 
numherlefs Orbs of Heaven canr,ot 
but be fuppofed to be filled with 
Beings more capable, than we, to 

fuow forth the Praire a:1d Glory cf 
tht:ir 
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their Almighty Creator, and m{)rc 
'worthy to he the Objects of his Care 

• 

and Lmre: To this part of the Dif-
TIcullY, I htlT, the Anfwer js vcr'.' 
eafy; Tf.1at t'he :l\Je[cy and Love rOlf 

the infillitc:ly good Gael, is extenci
e't equally over all his Works; 
Tb,1t, let the Univerfe be fuppof{;d 
as large, and the rational Creatures - , 
WIth which it is furnilhec1, as m.any 
and excellent, as anyone can Ima
gine; yet Mankind is plainly the 
chief, lndeecl the only Inhabitant, 
for whofe fake 'tis evident this OlIr 

Globe of Earth was formecl :into 2-

habitable World; and this our Earth 
js, as far as we have any means 
of judging, as confiderable and wor .. · 
thy of the Divine Care, as mnn 
other Parts of the Syftem; and this 
OlIr Sy:fl:em, as confiderable, as any 
other fingle SJ:fl:em in the Uni,-crfe : 
And finally, T1Nlt in like manner 
as the f:'ll11e Divine Prov~dencc? 
which prefides over the whole Cre
ation, does particularly govern and 
direCt every thing in this our lower 
World, as well as in. every othe[ 
IJarticular part of the Univerfe; {o 
t here -is no real Difficulty to 'right 
Rcaflm, in conceiving that the htmc 
Divine Logos, the lrord or .llft:/F'11-
gcr of the Father, who in ,-ariolls 
DifpenGltions, according to the par~ 
11('ubr Needs and ExigcllC.icS of Man-

bnd, 
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l:inc1, has made various ).lanifdiations 
(If God, and Difcun:rie" of the Di-
... inc: Will, to u~ he:re upr::n Earth; 
may alfo, for ought we know, :-:a'l:e 
to other Beings, in other pans of 
the Vniverfe, according to th~ir fe-
,er:.:tl Cavacitic3 or "Want~, !T~rle (.if-
ferent :Manifeftations of Ge,3. a:'. 1 
Difcoveries of hi~ "\\\11, in 'N2."-,, cf 
which we can kllOW not~lir:g: ::'.n:1 
in which we have no Concern: T}~c:re 
being nothing in tl-lis, at all contrary 
to the Nature of God, or t~1e COllcli-
tion of things. 

fifthly and Laftlr, If anyone c{' r~~ 05. 
thinks it unreafonable tl) be believed, :-::i ": 
that God fhould fen-1 ;:;s Son into :'.1>"":/ 

the World for the Rec:emption cf!/; ~i~~ 
Ivlankind ; and yet that (-.is 3rpea- F';'.~.':;i:';Z 
ranee of the Son of God u'~on E2.rtD ~.~ !-o:,-?, in 

1. 'J..<"!C"_ . 

fuould not be till the Lmo'r A,.,:\ cf;. ~'.' ."; .. -
the "\Vorld; and after he has ~llrea- '- .-'. 
red, yet his appearance nC,t be rr:a,'.e 
known equally to all J.Yrrlol:\·: ~LlC:-r 
a onc -¥- mufi: likewit"c L'r t::e (a!!-.e '" en t..._ 

Reafon affirm, that 'ti.s m::-e3.i~~l':-,l:-lei-"~·:· ':~6' 
to belie\-e the },;'ccdEty :1~'.1 (lHip- ;[;. - -
tions even of 1Satural Rc:L:;i:.:n i!: 1'clf, , 
becaufe 'tis phin an ,\1-::1 :E<-" 1:,'t 
furni1hed equ~llr Wit;l th(' (::l~e Ca
l~acitics and 0rponunit:t::; d' \.1L,,:(1'

Handing thofe ()bligitil~ns; _\\~,~ ~-,~;,
il:qucndy no Deift em. ,·,·n1ii~":l'-d:-
with his own Principlc.':'. l'~.lkc' Fi~ 
()bjediun :IS.lilli1: the Tru,~: l,f l"~!:-

• • , . , - .. 
1.~ .. , ..• 

• 
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,! ' C .A- • v .. &~ence s OJ t1t:'.1ra 
f.i,:wity. He IT-'1ft Ijk~-wir:: £ r the 
fam!" R.Ci[on ~ffil:!l, th2~ Col is ob· 
lige: ill:=!1} 0: 'cr refl;cc'.3 81[" to make 
all his C.:-ear niCS (qual; to make ]\1cn, 
Angd.,; to cnJue All Men with th 
fame 1 a"uLies and Capacities, as Any) 
at l(:'~fl, to make a1l Men capable 
of the very fame Kind, and the fame 
De::,ree of Happinefs, and to affurd to 
All of them all the very fame lvIeans 
or Opportunities of obtaining it: In a 
word, he muft aifert, that infinite \\'if
dom cannot reafonably be fuppofed to 
l1ave a Right of making variety ofCrea
tures in very various Circumftances; 
,Vhich :is an Affertion palpably moft 
abfurcl, in EJq)erience falfe; and a 
very unjufl: diminution of God's So
vereignty in the World. But be
fides: Though the Redemption pur
chafed by the Son of God, is not 
indeed aCtually made known unto All 
Men; yet as no Man ever denied, 
but that the Benefit of the Death 
of Chrift extended backwards to thore 
who liv'ed. before his Appearance in the 
'\Vorld; fo no Man can prove, but that 
the fame Benefit may likewife extend 
it felf forwards to thofe who never 
heard of his Appearance, tho' they lived 
afu)' it. 

of the o· 
tiler Pal" 
ell/.rr J of 
ScYiprH~
hi(tOlY CI)/:

t.line.l ill 

I r. Tbat the Bifiory of the Life of 
Chrijl, contained in the New Tefta
mcnr, is a trlle Relation of Matters of 
}:18, (not to iniift hc:re on the Tefti-

mcny 
• 



i1nd Re7Jealed Religion: ~7J: 
TDony of his Difcip1es ann Fu11(;wers, th ~'~ttJ 
which" fhall be confidp.red hereafter in Tejt.:meut.,· 

its l)foper plao";) will to a rational 
Inquirer appear very C'rc:dihle from 
hence; that very many PartlC'ulars 
of that Hiftory, are cl')nfirmed by 
concurrent Teftimonies of profane and 
unqueftionably unprejudiced. Aut 1, 01'S. 

That, before the coming of cur Sa-
viour, there was a general E.xpcEta-
tiol1 fpread over all the Eaftern :Ka-
ti011S, that out of 1Jldo.:z ihnu1d ~irife 
a Perfon, who fhould be Gcvcrnol1r 
of the World; is exprefly affirmed 
by the Roman Hiftori
ans, >(.. Stletoniu > and t Tr
citu.>. That there live 1 
in Judo..t, at the ti11e 
which the Gorpel relates, 
fuch a Perf on as "1eflH 
of N.rz.areth; is a c-1cnc,w
ledged by all Au~hors, 
both J ewiili and P2gan, 
who have written fill(\; 

that Time. The Star that 
appeared at his Birth, 
anci the Journey of tl'e 
Wife Men, is mentioned 
by >(.. Cbalcidills the Pla
tonift. Herod'.~ caufing all 
the Children in Bethle
hem under two Years 01(1 

• Percrebtlerac Orienre 
tor~) ''':::us~:, ·")r:!1:.H:S 
opinio, dfe i,l \.;, ut 
Jud:ra profetti reru:rl - '. 
vrenrur. S . .-:ton. 

t P~uribLl:; p!"rfu!fi~ 
• • • 
Incflr, anrlQJIS 

d I·' .' otum LHl:: ..:ont':1::ri, 
eo i j:fo ret7'OClre fore. ut 

vale!cerer Or:eo5, pre. 
'",. J d 'e.n'1uc: U :fl ren:m po-
c:rencur. r~cit. W. 'J.1. 

Ch.tld.,;,:m 

• See the P:~Ce ci ,cd 
by .G,:;.fi:.s dt! VCrtt.lft!' 

ChrJbanx: R.:.igicois /10. 
;. c. q. . 

to be Slain, and a Refiexicm maJe 
upon him 011 that occaiion by the -Emperour 



The Ervidences 0 1\7al ural 
t Cum andiffct [Al/glI

fills.J inrcr pucr05 CJlIOS 
In Syria Hel 0.1 c." Rcx )n
l'!.i.,~'~rutn illtr.:t. /n'!ll!ztJ'''; 

juifi[ in(crfici,filiumgll' {~; 
cit;, ('l'ciflllll; air, illc'

ii"s etT Ikr1.1is FO)WIn 
ep:, '11'.111/ ji.'.· .. m. MJcr: b. 
)ih, ~. ('.IP _I. r A Tcl1i. 

f
' . I, 

m'1llV () very rC'l1llP,ao·c 
• • 

and perril!em, d,Jt '(is 
ftr.!t".;e how GrGrilis cClI!d 
omit to mention it in the 
plJce now cited.] 

. :'ee rhe place; citerl hy 
Grot;",., de V(l';t,tle r;J;rill· .. , ~ 

Rd. 11.). z. ear. 5. 

Empcrour Au,~1f.fli/s, j,e; rc· 
lated by t .111acrobius. hI < •• 
ny of the Mi.racle.~ that 

• 

lcfi.ls worked in 11is Lifc-
• 

tIme, are, as to matt(;r~ 

of Fact ~ (particularly his 
healing the Lame anrl 
the Bl~nd, and caftillg 
out Devlls;) cxpref1yowr:
eel by the moft impla
cable Enemies of Chri
itianity, by ¥ CelJlIs and 
.TlIlia1t, anel the AutIlOro 
of the .1ewtfh T..dm1/t!. Ancl 

n Ibid. 

how the Power of the 
Heathen Gods cl:afea after the co
ming (If ChriH:, is acknowledged by 
\\ Porphyry, who attributes it to their 
being Angry at the Fetting up of the 
Chriitian Religion which he ftiles im
pious and profane. nInny Particu
lars of the collateral Hiftory, con.., 
cerning 101m BaptiJl, and Herod ane! 
Pilate, (not to mentiun the bmous 
Teftill10ny concerning JlfliS himfelf, 
becau[c it is by Some fufpecred nut 
to be genuine, llotwithftanding it is 
founel ill aU the ancient Copies;) are 
largely recorded by Jofi'P'Jl's. The 
Cruciliiioll of Chrift under Pomill, 

t TiI,erio imrcrir.lnr", 
pef pr"Cllr,lr<lrt 111 FOllli
WI! Ptl"IUIJI, fllpplll.:iG .It'. 
fc~tu: cr.lf • lib. r 5. 

Pilate, 1$ related by t 
T..rcitlls : And diverf.: of 
the moft remarkable Cir
cumftances attenJing it, 
till'h as the E,71'thqll,rkt; 

a'd nlir:1C'ltlt)LlS l),r,.kJl''J~, were l'u;'Jrd
(,,1 



• and Revealed Relig ion.' 
• 

Gd in the :.r- publick Ro- '" Eum mundi calum 
oft rehcum l'n ArC.lnl·' 'Le. man Rcgl ers, commOIl- - , 
1 

J b h firis habed~. Ter:H!il.ln 
ly appea CIL to y t e AP(,t. 
firft Chriftian Writers as 
what could not be c1e-
lIid by the Arlverfaries themfelves; 
and are in a very particular manner 
atteftecl by II Phletono 
Then, as to the Refurrecri
on and Afcenfion of 
Chrift ; thefe depend on 
the general Proofs of the 
credibility of his DiJci
ples Teftimony, and o
ther following Evidences; 
which will be confidered 
hereafter in their proper 

· place. 
o 

r • 
t 

! 12. Tbt God has appointed a D,zv, or t"~ Dol} 

,. wherein he will j1ldge tbe 1Yorld In ~f J.dt.-
Rigbteoll Gzejs, by Tb.lt POf01t whom he rrn~r;t'l.:l~i 
h 

'J • 0 ] 0 d . 'J' I' f ,~~ I 
· as orda1l1e· l , In 0 or er tu reward J;d;.~. . 

e,"ery l\ilan accorumg to his "Works; 
is a Docl:rine perfectly agreeable to 

right Rea[oll, and to our ~atural 
Notions of the Attributes of God; 
As may appear more particularly fro:n 
W~lat has been before faid ("('ncern
ing the Neceility and Certainty of 
AHotaer Life after this; and is evi-

F f dent 
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< . ~ . 

<lent from the Opinion of aU th e 
wifer Heathens concerning this Ma t~ 
ter. Neither may it perhaps be a1-
together impertinent to obferve here, 
that the Poets l10th Greek and Latin 
Jlavc unallimoufly agreed in this om 
particular Circumftance, that Men after 
Death ihould not have Judgment paffed 
upon them :immediately by God himfe1f, 
but by jlljl .ilien appointed for that 
Imrpo[e. 

~f the .Re- J 3. 'Tbat in order to this final 
Jllm%oll Jnclgment il0t only the Soul :fhaH 
oftbe Bo- r.. '1··rr. -. f h B d d,. .1UrVIVe t le D!uollltlOl'l 0 teo ):' 

but the Boay -zt feZf alfo:fhall l)e l'al

fed again; This DOCtrine, though 110t 

-

• 

indeed clifcoverable with any kind e,f 
certainty by the bare Light of Na· 
ture; becaufe the belief of the Soul's 
Immortality (for ought th~t ~.ppears 
to Reafon alone) is fufficient to an
fwer all the purpofes of a Future 
State, as far· as is difcover,able merely 
by the Light of Nature ; Yet this Dor
trine (I fay) of tbe ReJurreaio1t of tIl! 
BOily, when made lmown by Revelati· 
on, evidently contains nothing in it il1 
the leaft contrary to right Reafon. For, 
WJUlt reafollable Man can deny, bllt 
that it is plainly altogether as eal)' 
£:11" Goel to raifc the Eo.:ly again at'
tel' DeHth, as to el"C;'ate and form it 

at firO:? Some of th c -). 
Stoical Philofophers iCt'111 

to have thought it nor 
only 



and'Revealed Re!~gion. 
ffibl b II.....' , .. only po 1 e, ut even .,i:,)~ ,!~u; G1!.!Jw;~~? %~, 

l)fobab1c: And rnan)r of ~~, ~~, 0 1~'J l' .:/.:~ ~::-~: 
} h 1 

i'g.7;~:;-~1~!!~-:.l.1 %i'fJ.d,.\.;I.·r) 
rhe Tews:> 1,'1-10 a( no fir'!'; ci;~t. ;t L.,:C .. r,t, 
cAprefs Revelation con- -lib. 7, 

cerning it, cliQ yet believe 
it upon an ancient Trar1i:;0n; as 
appears from a11' their l.Friril:gs, awl 
particular ly from the Tranf1a L ::)11 [If 

the laft Verfe of the Bonk cf '10/;, 
• 

which according t(.) the Sev,llty nll1 " 

thus; So Job, died uei:!.'!, old a;;d fl/it 
rD b ," . OJ ays ;' lit T tZs 11-'rzt-

ten th.1t be fl.!!l 'rife ax .1in 
with thoJe whom the Lord 
?'aifts up. The only real 
difficulty in this Doarine~ 
feem~ to arire upon I;utting the Sup-
poiitlOn of one Body s being turned 
into the Nourifhrnent, 'ani becoming 
part of the Subftance of another ~ 
fo as that the fame lJa::-ts may cqu:llh-

, J , 

belong to two Body s, to bot~~ of 
which it ihall ne"crthel~['i be ab\::)
lutely impoilihle that the fame l,ar::, 
ihould be rcftored. But this Obi-.:
dian, as great and principal ;z, Diffi
culty as it is, is really bat a gri.:'3t 
T'riJk For there doc's uot a tall 
appear any ab101ute ]\ecellit:-, t~l:l t, 
to conftitute the f:.-!l11e Body, t:1~i.·e 
m\lf'l: be all exa.:r rdtitut inll of all 
anti 0111y the fame l?:lrt.5. And if tht:rc . D:' \,~(. 
wa<; any fuch Nccciltt ,'. Yt't t'\';:;-11 W~ t\('. 

ftill, without makil1g th~~r harLi ~lll'- ~:"~: ::': 
pofition (which ',.. <Jl'utiln ~l1.l o~;1t:rs .,' 1 .. 

r't'2 ' '\'.:" ... t • ..... \.00 



The Ervidences 0 Natural 
J,ave done) that God hy a miracll
lous Providence always interpofes to 
prevent the Parts of one humane Bo
dy from incorporating with and be
coming the Nourifhmcnt of another; 
(for I cannot fee any fufficiellt Ground 
to deny, but that it may be poifl
ble in Nature, for barbarous Camzi
hals, if any fuch there be, to fubiifi 
for fame time and live wholly one 
upon another, if deprived of all other 
Suftenance:) Without any fuch hard 
Su~pofitions as thefe (I fay,) it is eafy 
to imagin many ways, by which 
the RefurreClion of the fame Body, 
properly fpeaking, {hall neverthelefs 
be very l)oiIible; and the whole 
Foundation of this, and all other 
Difficulties of this kind, concerning 
the Parts and Forms and Magnitudes 
and Proportions of our future Bodies) be 
entirely taken away. 

Of the Re- As, Firfl; No Man can fay it is 
!;:rrdl.-on improbable, and they who have been 
<'f tbe [.lille moft and beft verfed in l'\"licrafcopi
Eod,. cal Obfervations, think it more than 

probable,) .that the original Stamill.1, 

which COil taill all and. everyone of 
the folid Parts and Veffels of the Bo
dy, not excepting even the minuteft 
Nerves and Fibres, are themfelves the 
entire Body; a;:~' that all the extrmre
OilS jl1.!tter, wI: 1eh comillg in 11Y way 
of NOllliihmcnt, fills up and extends 
the lliinute and inCn!: Gle -Vem'ls, of 

whie:l 



and Revealed Religion. 
which all the vi fible and fenfible V cr
fels are compored, is not firicrly 2nd 
properly Errt of the Body. ConE_-
quentl v, while all this ext1'aneOJlS M.lt-
ter, which ferves only to fwdl the 
Body to 'its jufi: magnitude, is in c;on-
tinusl Flux, the original Stamina may 
continue l/nchallged:, and fo no Con-
fufion of Bodies will be po~Lble in 
Nature. There may be made n:any 
very confiderable Ohfervatic.·DS, COIl-

cerning the determil1:rte Figure in lO 

which every refpccrive Body ULfol(i:; 
it felf by Grmnh:, concerning the Im
poifibil.ity of the Body's extending it 
felf by any Nourifument wnafocnr 
beyond tbat artain lliagniwde, to which 
the original Veifels are ca pa b Ie of 
being unfoldecl; and concernil;g the 
ImpoJlibility of reflorillg by any Kou-
rifhment any the fmallefi: Yelle! or 
[oEd part of the Body, that has at 
any time happened to be mutilated by 
any Accident: All which Obren-ations, 
often and carefully made, will [cem verT 
much to favour fame fuch Speculation 
as This. 

Secondly: It may alia be fuppofd c
therwife, not without good 

b 1 '1- . :If- -H .. .., "C'" " pro a)l Ity, that -¥- m like , JJ~ ~ ... ~ l1t • !:t-
manner as in every Grain ~i':l ~:!~v ~f i, ;_"'v c 

'>Ja:Jo·ee"'<.e ... ~; r-s i 7- ... - ~~. 

of Corn there is COl1- x,;;; ~~~,~ . .:., :ie' 'dr .r;
taineJ a minute infenfi. a~~~i,..~ JtC)t~;; .. ,; :;i
bIe, femil1~l Princirle, T~ "") '.tL'~ :til,'-.;)':,;, t·ri 
whIch is ltfelf the Cl1- 'l"lI1t& .. JC.~':'lS~''''.~'''~';-

T.c.1 ~ ~<.t.~ s:-:.:~, ~j l;5"' 

F f ~ , tire 
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}e E'Vidences 0 Natural 
, 

·tire fntureBlade and Ear. 
and in clue SeafoJ1, wnc:n 
all the reft of the Crain 
is corrupted, e\Tolves and. 
unf01(ls it fr:-lf viflbly in-

to thlt Ferm:, fi) nur IJrc[tnt mortal 
~1llc1 cC'H!lptible Bocly may be Lut the 
ES""l&', as it were, of fome hidden 
2nd at Ilfcfent inf"enfib1e Principle, 
(poXbly the l)fefe:l1t Seat of the &ztl,) 
which at the Rc[urrcc'ciol1 {hall dir
cover itfelf in its 1,r0T'er Form. 
This way alfo, there:' can be no Con
fupon of Bod.ies, pOD1Lle in Nature, 
And it is 110t without fome 'Weight, 
that the Antienteft 'Writers of the Church 
Jlave always made ufe of this very 
Similitude:, that the .A.pofile St PaltZ 
himfelf, alleges the fame Comparifoll:, 
and that the Jc\\-i1h ·Writers feem to 
]lave had fome obf(.-ure g1impfe of this 
Notion, when they talked of a cer
tain il1cor~ftrptible p:lrt of the Body; 
Though there latter indeed explained 
themfelves yery \~'eakly an1 unphilo
fcjphically. 

Many other ways l1erhaps may 
be imagined, by which the fan{e 
thing may be explaine~l intelligibly. 
1m t there Speculations are nice al!Li 
fubtle, and. neither necllful nor pro
l)(;r to he :in;arged upon in thi~ 
1,larc. Only tJle bare mention l,f 
t hcm , {bows thema11ifoldpoj7i f.i1i
t y of the Doc:triIl~ of the Rcfur-, 

redi(lll ~ 
• 
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and Revealed Religion~ ~ 7 9 
reCtion:, againft the Objc:a:ions of 
thole who wnuU have it fetm ('Ol1t,,!-

dic1o ry. 
J 4. Lamy:, Tb,zt afrer the Rc[ur-:]f tf~ ~. 

rcCtion an,l t!-Je general Judg:::ent, t r.~t 
wherein every :;\Ian fhall be ,'111cred R.I..' .;, ="". 

. 0 !,,;,j, .. 1.;0 
accoriing to" his ,Verks:, f:c:.- that B!e:i::d, 
have (lone \',T ell 0 {hall go ir!to e7',I"- :t~i :t'! 
laflillg H:rppi71ef,':' an~ they that !:cn'e e,:~":~! 
done e,;il" in 0 f'7.''!rbj!i'·g P1l7:Zi7'],';:r:t : ~,~~~r~~ .. , ... 
is a Doctrine in it fdf \'en- cr(;G.iqc,;~·~'~~~t:' 
and rcafonable to 1,c: belie,'c:d. Cu> 
cerning the everl"iil'g H?I'f'iJ!~{; of 
the Righteous, t:--cre is no 2iCrClte; 
it being evi.:cnt that CJ'l ~n >:.:; 
infinite Bount'r n:ay reward t:-:~ fin-
cere Ohedience of 'his Cr(:"'tll~'-C:s" as 

• 

much beyond t:le ::'Lerit cf t;:tir 
own weak and imrerfecr '\\'orb. 85 

he hmfelf r1ca[,-:s. BIn ,!J: u':} l.I)
il1g pzmijhmem threatnec'.. to t;:e '\1:i_'~:
ed, has feem'd to 1Ian;" a great (':f
ficulty; fince :it is certain from our 
Natural Notions of the Attributes of 
God, that no :Man iliall be l'l1nifh
ed beyond 6e ;ufi Jen~er:t cf tis 
Sins. "Here there'fure it 1$ :l) be nb
fen'ed; jirjl, t 1,at r;~1 :'I:m c~n {;.ty 
it is t1nr~af,m.abl.:, t>.3.1 t':C',- \,,';,l) 
by wilful an 1 ftubborn Di 1(,r(.:'(~:C1KC' 
to their Almighty- Crcato:lr anJ 
moil: mercit-nl :BC'm:b~'wr, ~:1~,1 b v 

the habitual 'Pr:l...::it'c 0:' t;nrc:r.:n:eJ 
1\-i('k('(l11ei~.. ~~a\-c.. ~_l1rll1:! :~".t.: ~:3.tC 

•• 

1: f .1 or-
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The Ervidences o· atural 
~f Trial, made themfdves unfit fr,r 
the enjoyment of that HappineC<, 
which God has prepared for them 
that love and ubey him; fhould be 
eternally reje8ed, and exdztded from 
it. Thus much, the wickedefr of 
Men are willing enough to believe: 
And if bare Deprivation of Happi1teft 
was all the Punifhment they had 
r~afon to fear, they would be well 
content to fit frill in their Wickednefs. 

• • • • 

:But is it at all agreeable to Reafon to 
believe, that the Punifhment to be 
inflicted hy the final 'Wrath of a 
provoked God UIJon his moft obfti
l1ate and incorrigible Enemies, ihould 
be merely fuch a thing as is in its own 
Nature lefs dreadful and terrible, than 
even thofe Afflictions which by certain 
Experience v(e fee in this prefent 
Life fall fometimes upon fuch . fer
fons with whom God is not angry 
at all? Is it agreeable to reafon to 
believe, that Gql, who, as is evi
dent by experience, fu:{fers the very 
beft of his own Servan.ts, for the 
Puni£hment of their sins,' or eyen 
only for the Tryal of their Virtue, 
to fall fometimes under all the Ca
lamities and Miferies, which 'tis pot: 
iible for the cruellefr and moft power
ful Tyrants to invent and and execute; 
fhouId l'unifh his moB: obftinately 
Tebellious and finally impenitent 
Crea turt:s, with nothing more than 

the 
, 
• 
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the Negation of Happinefs? There muft 
therefore in the next place be fome Jenfi-
Ue and pofitive PUllijhme'Ht, beDlks the 
mere negative 1..0fs of Happim:fs. And 
whoev{'r feriouflv confiders t;;e drearl-
ful EffeCts of -God's Anger in this 
l)refent World, in the Inftance of the 
general Deluge, the overthrc'w of S,:;-
dom and Gomorrha, the am8zing Ca-
lamities which befell the v"'::ole 'Jew-
ifb Nation at the DeftruCtion of .1eru-
J.:dem, and other fuch like Exampl"s ; 
in fome of which Cafes, the Judg-
ments have fallen upon mixt multi-
tudes of goon :Men and bad toge-
ther; (I;Ot to mention the Calami ties 
which fometimes befall even good. 
1Ien by themfelves:) '\Vhofoe,-er, I 
fay, feriouily confiders all this, c:m-
not but frame to himfelf very ter-

I " rihle Apprehenfions of the Grt.1t,:efs 
rf that Punifhment, which the de

~. fpifed Patience of God {hall findly 
. inflict on the impenitently \\?icked 

and Incorrigible, when the)? {hall be 
feparated al'd l:-e by then~fd,,-es. _A..r:d 
then, as to the DII .. ·.'lt:Ol! cf this 
Punifhment; no r...1an can pre[ume 
in our prefent Sta te of I gnt'r:u~(e 
and Dar knef's to be a b Ie rruh- to 
judge, barely br t:1e ftrel1gt~ of 
his own natural Re~lfon, what i7! 

this Rt'JpeEi is or is Hot c0ni~H:tn:. 
\\Iith the ,\\-ii~lGm ~nd Juftice and. 
Goudners of tht: SUl'1-cme Goycrnour 

t f 



e EviJel1ces 0 Natural 
of the ·World· lince we neither ., 
l:now the PlLrcc, nor Ki11d, nor Mall
?;O', nor Circzf1nfld1U;es, nOr Degree I, 
nor All tbe Ends al1d Ufes of th(~ 
final Punifhmcnt of the "\Vicked 
Only this one thing we are certain 
of, that the Juftice of God will a
bundantly vindicate it [elf, and all 
Mouths {hall be ftopped before him, 
and he forced to acknowledge tr.e 
exact Righteoufnefs of all his Judg
ments, and to condemn their own. 
Folly and 'Wickednefs; forafmuch 2S· 

the Degrees or Inte?1JellcJs of the Pu
niihment which thall be inflicted on 
the Impenitent, ihall be exactly lJIO

portionate to their Sins, as aRe
compenfe of their Demerit, fo that 
110 Man ihall futter more than he 
has deferved. This being once clear
ly eftablifi1ed; the Difficulty about 
the Duration of the Puniihment, will 
:not appear fo infuperable to right 
Reafol1. For nothing can l)e more 
evident, than that God may juftly 
banifh the Wicked eternally from his 
Kingdom of Glory, and from that 
Happinefs which is his Free and Ull

ddcrved Gift to the Righteous: Awl 
the poJitil'c Punifhment which :fhall 
be inflided upon them in that State 
of Eternal Rejection, {hall undoubt
edly be fuch anJ fo 1,n)portiollated 
to Mens Dcfcrts, as the Rjghtcous 

Jl1dgL' 
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and Re,ve.f;/ed Religion. 
f;)(:ge will then ma1:e appear hfoJ:-e lk., ;:, 
" d 1 l' D.. ,1 'r I' C')lil ;,I\:n an Al12,c s, to )e JU1L cnlu V:lle t:~.: ...... . 

fl"' l r ' b . .1 "'d •• 2.11<1 necc ary, ant ll!.Cn only as ccomes el r.;:h 
I :1e infinitch "\\'iCc allcl Gor:rl. Lr,d ar.d l-> -,="i 
(;ovcrnour ~Jf the Univerfe to inflic.t. f:!/;7J'l-nc, 

r. ~ "f: ;,.;;> ;-,1'.-
The "\\·jf<.:ft cf the Heathen P::ilolur : cr':>, ".:'" ~"'J" :I:~ 

'1., "1 f l' , V:llJlout t;1C ne p 0 Re\'c atlr~:l, :.a·l."e f!".,.' rn. 
~aught, aJ1~l did beiieve it agretab'.e to 
j ;g11t Reafon, t::at -+ the 
Punifhrnent of the in-
corrigible fhouE l'c ['al~' 
v~/;J T!'ithaZtt any deter-

• 

mir!ate or known E1id. 
And Ire cannot te1l how 
m:mv Wife Ddlgns God 
!r,a~,T- fen'e thereby. "\\'e 
kno'.'! not but that, as Goel 
has ?lcr" di(cm;ered to [;'"S 
jn fome mcafure the F:tll 
~nd Plll1i!l-lmer:t of t-.:·il 

"" Q 0 <; • .. "ol ,. • "'" . 'J ct'l :;=':;~7:V 
• I , ... , ... 

a. ~'l Cot ;- ((. ~ E /: f1 V c I :!. 1'-' 
I ... .. •• - - , 

f./.':''/ ~';-H ~'J !t U..'t.:'71',v.:'-
, , ' 

--n',," ""r'J - "- II" n - I": ~ - ~ ~-,_., .~ .... ';! • ... _.Ilr .. ~ -'. ~ . '. 
~ u..:; l :::t.. .: ~ '"T -;- H e-1 ~ ";"1; ~ 

. -T ' .A'" 
!t.~7tt~;""~ c· ... -~ .. ~7:;~f , , pi . -, / r ." . 

~'I "~ll'''''''' r ,,.,. , _r ... __ ..... ....1'" "~". . ...... . () " ,.. - " r. • , r. ~ "J. .., ""'''.J, __ JI.-:,.) WI"" ... r._It1_~ 

." ,.... "'! " 

d.IXVltso; ~1~.~~;:1;'. ~'I"; ~ 
~ ,..... , ..... -

OJ 7 ,·,,/ I ~ ":'J." :;:'.J ~I'~ , " .... 1'-_ ... _.r._ " .. .. ' , " 
"'d17ctl -;;?-~li'T!:!' -:: ". L.:;-" ~ . 
'" !t ... ~';.;' (e .; : .. .! 1,) .. 

Angds, to be a warning to lit/no ;:!-.8. . , 
~eJ', fiJ he maj.r IHl'c.1J!'rer 01 j ;.:))1,;/ .:l.u.'<L~' 
:l[e the Examl,lc of the d.;;"'~ijt> ,:..:!.,:;i; ,w) <c;' 
Pllnifhrnent of Jr i(.k.d ,"I.l T:..·. I:. i~i.t. 
incorrisibl;; ..:lIt'J1, to be a me:ln~ l,f rrc-
ferving ot!;t'r Bt';':;s in their (\bc,:l-
tnce. And rnan'.· ot\er Con11-lerati-
ons there ma;'T r'olEbly be. \"('r~- 11(-

cefEtry tn enable us to judg~ 1 ;;:1t~y 
l'oncernlltg this ~f::ltter; \\';lic:,. in 
this pre[ent State, we ha\"C~ 11,' (l..lm-
rient means of L'Umillg to the 1\.E(,W-
le(lge of. 

Thus 811 
whi~h th~ 

t ',~ \..' .. ,7"·]r 01' n.G,.:?, •.. ,1..... : "C ,.~z. , 1 '. "'_, •. " \ .. 

Cluitii;\lI R~ 1i;;ion tla,':c~" 
, 

, , . " ~ , ...... ~ 
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The E'Vidences 0 atural 
(that is, not only thore lain Doctrine.,: 
which it requires to be be ieved as funda
mental 2nd of ll fxe1fity to eternal Salva
tion, but eveJl All the Doctrines which 
it teaches as Matters of Truth;) are in 
the Firfl place, though indeed many of 
them Dot d ifcovera bIe by bare Rearon UJ1-

aJLfted with Revelation, yet, when dif
covered by Revelation, apparen tly man 

t agreeable to found ard 
unprejudiced RcaJou. 

In the next place, Everyone of thefe 
Dod rines, has a natural Te1tdency, and 
a (1irdt and powerful Il1jlJlence, to re
furm lVlens Lives, and cr.1"reEl their 
l\1anncrs. This is the Great End, 
~1nc1. ultimate Defign, of all true 
Religion; and 'tis a very great and 
fatal Miftake, to tJ,ink that any 
Doctrine or any Be-lief whatfoever, 
('an be any otherwife of any Bene
fit to Men, than as it is fitted to 
l'fomote this main End_ Tht:re w.u 
llon.; of t be DoClrincs of Olfr SIZ'VioJlr, 
(as an -¥- excellent Prelate of our 
Church admirably cxpreues this rnat
t("f) calt'ulatcd for tbe gratificatio7t of 
ltl'71\" idle OtrioJities, the bllfying mlJ 
Cl7i!lIJhlg them with airy and 1tftlefs 
Spelul.ztirJ11S; lItful;h ie Ii wert: they ilr
tt:7rc!r'ti for an Exercifo of our C/'eJltlity, 
01" a '1,),,:[ bow f.lr wtJ r:ould brillg OW" 

RC.1ii)}I 
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and Req)ealed Religion 
ReaJon to ficlmlit to ollr Faith: Bur, 
{IS 01: the "One Hand they were pbin and 
fimple, and. JlIch as by tpeir agreea&l;;:ef~ 
to the ratlo11al Facultzes of l'rJ..-z1!l-iild. 
did highly recommend themJelves to c,.ur 
Belief; fo on the other H.111d they h.1d 
an immediatt l"elatioll to Pr.1aife, ,wd 
were the genuine Principles fj 1 zd Fvl!i:d.!
tim: upon n:hich all bl!11L!1!e :md dh,ii:e 
Virtues were 11.-ztm"a.lly to be f!r' fi 111 E!:fd. 
Particularly; "What can be a n·.ore 
necefrary ancl excellent F oundaticn of 
true Religion, than That Doctril',e 
which tht: Chriftian Religion clearly 
and diftincUy teaches us, concernil-:g 
the Nature and Attributes of the 01:~ 
only true God; without any of that 
Ambjguity and Donbtfulnefs, thore 
various and inconiifi:ent Opin;oi1s and 
ConjeCtures, thore uncertain and oft
times falfe Reafonings concerning the 
Nature of God, which, notwithftand
ing the ratural poiflhility of dife-o
vering yery many of the Attributes 
of Go:f by the Light of true Rea
fon, did yet in Fact overfpreacl the 
greateft p2.rt of the Heathen "V:orhl 
with Polytheifin or Atheifm? '\7h:it 
can be fa certain a Prefen-ati,-e againH: 
Idolatry, and the '\-orfhip rf falCe 
Gods; a5 the Do.:hine, that tbe Cni
'verj"', the Ht'J7.~:'):s .:ml the Earth, .. mJ 
all tbi1!,r:s C()7:t.Z!11Cd tbr:"ci1t, .:In: tid L-'rt'.z

tlO"t'S ,n"'; lroJ'km.I1:/bip of tb~ O"e tJU~ 
G.-J, <lllLl b..z.':: ,1 "07rtin;ul dC"pt'r.do:t'~ 
zpo?t him fir tbr: Pr, .. ':": ".:rio}! <I t!:,ir 

B"·X·",r c .. • L:J • 



TIJC Ervidcnces 0 NaturtiL 
R-'illg? What can be [c) fill"e a Gr{)llll,i 
of true Picty and Reliance upon Gr)d 
as the dear Chrifti:l.ll DoCtrine (OJ]' 

("crning Providence, ('(mccrlling G,)(r-; 
pcrpctually governing and djrc~iil1S 
the liTucs and Events of all Thincrs 

') , 
and infpeCting with a more cfpeci<-t! 
regard the moral ACtions of }Y'fell:' 
which Doth-inc was perplexed by the 
Philofophers with cndlc:fs Difputcs. 
"What can be fo jl1ft a VinJication 
of the Goodnefs of God, and co 11-

feql1entlv fo neceiTary in order to OUr 

main tairiing in our Minds worth y 
anel honourable Notions concerning 
him; as the Doctrine, that God cre.:z
ted lH.l1t at firfl Uprigbt, anrl that the 
Origil1al of all Evil and iMiJe'"j' is Sin? 
the want of a clear Knovv ledge of 
which Truth, extremely perplexed the 
Heathen World, and made Many re
cur to that moft abfurd FiCtion of a 
Self-exiftent E'Jil Principle. "What G?l1 

be a more proper 1\lotive to Piety, 
than the Doctrine that tbe Deluge and 
other Remarkable Calamities which 
have befallen Mankind, were fent upon 
them by God's immediate DireCtion, 
as PZI1IUhments for their \Vickednefs ~ 
''{hat call be a greater incouragement 
to the PraCtifc of Holinefs, than the 
J)o':'trinc, that God b.IS at plJcr,rl times 
1.'OU( bflfed to 1J1.lke .{t-,-a,r.l p,lJ'ticlIl,lJ' 

Revclatio1!s of his IF ill to JUt'", to in
ftruCt and fupport thcm morc eii(.'clil-

ally 
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and Recvealed Religion. 
any in that PraCtife? But above all; 
What DoCtrine could ever have been 
-imagined fo admirably fitted in all 
rcfpeets to promote all the Ends of 
true Religion, as that of the 111car
'J1atio1Z of the So,z of God? Which way 
could Men have been filled w'ith fo 
deep a Senfe of the rvlercy and Love 
of God towarJs them, and Lave been 
inftruCted in a1l divine Truths in a 
:iVfcthod fo we 11 accomrr.o·:la t <:u to 
their prefe::nt Infirmities; as by GOd"f 
fending hi.~ Oldy-begotten Son, to t:lke 
llpon him 01tl" ]..7"atZlre, and therein to 
make a gemr.'ll R~vebtio1t of the Will 
of God to Ma11Una? HO'.'l could the 
Honour and Dignity and Authority 
of the Laws of God han: been fo 
effeCtually vindicated, and at the fame 
time fa fatisfaCtory an afElru:c-e of 
Pardon upon true Repel1t::u~ce ha",-e 
been given unto 1-Ien; as by t:lis 
Method, of the SO)1 of G,d gh·jng 
himfllf ,]: S.lcrifce and Expi.air;11 for 
Sill? 'What could hayc been a more 
glorious 1lanifeftation c.f the :Mercy 
and CompaiEon of God, ~r;d at t\c 
fame time a more rowerful means. 
to difcountel1ance 11ellS Prdumption~ 
to difcourage them from rcpL':lting their 
Tranfgreilions, to gi'n? r;,em a Jeep 
SCllfe of the heinous X.1tllre of 8in. 
and of God's eXtrel1K H.Jtred a 11.1 
Utter Irreconcileabknl<; to it, al~J to 
convillec them of the El:(dlcn,',- alld -Imp0r-
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2.11 TheEvidenceso Natura! 
Importance ot the Laws of Gcd' 
anel the indifpenfable Necefiity of pay~ 
ing Obedience to them; than tlii1i 
Expedien t of falling Sinl1ers by the Sur 
feriugs a1rd Death of the Son of God 
aud by eJlablijhi1rg with them a new anti 
gracious Cove1ta1tt llp01t the Merits oj' 
that SatisfaEtio1t? How couH Meu 
be better encouraged, to begin are· 
ligious Life; than by having frich a 
lI-fediator, Ad1Joc.lte, and 11lten:e.lJar for 
them with Go-1, to obtain Pardon cf 
aU their Frailties; and by being af
.fured of the Ajiftauce of tbe Spirit 
of God, to enable them to con uer 
all their corrupt AffeCtions, an' to 
be in them an effectual Principle of 
a heavenly and divine Life? In fine:; 
What ftronger and more powerful Mo
tives could poflibly have been con
trived, to perfwade Men to live vir
tuoufly, and to deterr them from 
Vice; than the clear Difcovery made 
to us in the Gofpel, of God's baving 
appointed a Day~ where~ll he will judge 
the lYorld in Rigbteollfirefi, every M,11t 
according to his lYorks; and tbat tbey 
Tl.·ho have doite well, Jball be adjudged 
to eveJ'lajl-i1rg HappilleJs; and they tbat 
have done evil, to e1tdlefS PzmiJhment: 
of which the Light of Nature afforded 
Men bnt obfcure Glimpfes? And may 
we not here, upon the whole, ap
peal now even to our Adverfaries them
feI yes, whether in all and everyone 

of 



and Revealed Relio ion. 
I ,-" 

(If thc[(; D,itl.ril-cs tj-.erc be nat a more 
llO\\fC. fui, a more efr('.l'1ual :Mcthod 
i<licl down, for tIle rcfr;rrning hU~-l1ane 
}.~:ttll~·e, ai1d ubliging the \'{holc iVurld 
to forfake . their Sins,. a.nd to leaJ. 
holy and virtuous Lives; than was 
ever taught 1,(?fnrc : mty", ()f than was 
poillble tn have been· cO(luivecl by all 
the Wit of 0.1ankinJ? This is the great 
and highcft recommenJatiol1 of the 
ChrifLa11 Do-':trin(:: This is what, to 

• 
a wc:ll-difpGfcJ Mind, wou.ld well-nigll 
fatisfadorily prdve, even 1.\Tithout the 
a(1clition of al1}T external Teftimony, 
th~it the Revelation of· Chriftianitj
c"uM not poHibly but come from 
God; Seeing that, 11,1t only all its 
practical PJ;"eccpts, bu t even a 11 its 
Articles· of Belief ~llro, tend plainly 
to this one and the fame End., to -
make Ivrcn llniverfrtlly amend and. 
reform their Lives; tu recover and 
rcHore; them to their original excel
lent State, from the Corruption Rncl 
Mifery which had been intrnc!uccJ by 
Sin; and to eftablifhupon E2.rth the 
PraW.fe of everblhng }\igh teoufnefs, 
and entire and hearty Obedicnce to , -. 
the WIll of Gael: \VhlCh \\"ollid have 
been the Religion of },:lcll (haJ theX
continued Inllocent) in ParaJice, ann 
j10W is the Religion of A1Igds, and 
~ir ever· will be the Religion ()f Saints 
ill Heaven. V~tin lVlen may value 
themfdves upon their fpeculatin: Know--

G g ledge, 
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ledge, right Opinions, and True and 
Orthodox Belief, feparate from the 
PraCtife of Virtue and Righteouf
nefs; But, as fure as the Gofl)el is 
true, no Belief whatfoever {hall finally 
he of any Anvantage to Men, any 
otherwife than only fo far as it corrects 
their PraCtife, hinders them from being 

L11L 13, 7 1Yorkers of Iniquity, and makes them like 
unto God. 

And AU of La nl All the 
tbem Toge- _ J' .Y, . Doctrines of the 
tber mll~e Chnihall FaIth, do Together make Ul) 

liP the moft an infinitely more cO?lJiflent and r.lti
cellfifle~t o11al Scbeme of Belief, than arty t1m 
:~'~~h~:~- t1~e wife£!: of. the Antient. Philo[c
"f B~lit f 11' pt:ers ever dld, or the cunmngeft of 
the Wurld. Modern Unbelievers can invent or con· 

trive. This is evident from a fum
Il1ary View of the foremc:ntioned 
Scheme of the Chriftian DoCtrines; 
wherein every Article has a juft de
pendence on the foregoing ones, and 
a clofe connexion with thofe thar 
follew; and the whole account of 
the Ordcr and Difpofition of Things 
from the Original to the Confum· 
mation of all Things, is one in
tire, regular, complete, confiftent, anJ 
every way a D10ft rational Scheme; 
Whereas the "\Vifeft of the A11tiellt Fbi· 
loJophen, that is, thofe of them who 
hit upon the greateft Number of fin· 
gle Truths, and taught the fe'weft 

Abiur' 



and Revealed Relifion. 
'-

"'Diverf: ae ~ivc'r. em 
n:.t protufen.rr, rr:~ all
neftc[][e~ nec cau(.:: re
rum, nee Cr,D!tC;Ue:1':Js 
nee rlr!one:; ur S!~Tr.''' 
mam ilIarn. qua: cnrif1cr 
univerfJ, & ecrr.p:~ge. 
rene (5,: comp'ereoc, La'; 
a .. n:, lib, 7-

Abfurdities; were yet -'(. 
never able to make Ollt 

any univerfal, entire, and 
coherent Syftem of Do
ctrines, and Scheme of the 
Whole State of Things, 
with any manner of pro
bability: And the cun
ningeft of Modern Deifis, 
(befides that they IDUPc needs in 
their own Way believe fome partictl-
12.r Things fhanger and in themfelves 
more incredible than any of the fore
mentioned Chriftian DoCtrinc=,) can
not in the whole, as has hecn before 
fuawn, frame to themfelves any fixt 
and fetied Principles, upon ;\-~iC;l 
to argue confiftently; bur muft UI1a~ 
troidably either be perplexed with in
extricable Abfurdities, or confdfedli 
teetH to down-right Athtifm. There 
have indeed even among Chriftians 
themfelves, been many Differences anel 
Difputes about particular Dodrines: 
But, (excepting filch as have intolera
bly corrupted the "cry Emcamental 
Doctrines, and even the main Delign 
it felf of the whole Chriitian Difpen~ 
fation; of which there are tob many' 
Inftances in \Vriters 0f the Romifh 
Church efpccially;) Jthefe Difpnte:; a
mong. Chrifiians, have not been, like 
thofe among the Philo[ophers, de 7'C-

1'Um fi'mm.l, concerning the w~"101e 
Scheme and Syftem of things, but 
only concerning l1articnlar Explications 

G g :! of 



, 

The EqJidences Natural 
• • 

of particular DQc::trjnes ~ which kil1(1 
of Difputes (lo not at all 

~ S;:d pcrru~lllt" nos ¥ affect the Certainty elf 
°fl'~',;nurn VJr1c~aS, f;~: the wlwle RelilUion it felf 
malumq; d lIr<:iiIIO; oS: _ 0 , 
qu:a 11: n idem co.;cingic nor onght 111 rcafnl1 to 
in ltr.li It.s hO$ nacura be any manner of 11i11-
n:nn, puwnus; iIJ.I"qt:;.c . derance to the t Effect 
a;iii (ie, :tliis (ccus, nee I ' J 1 1 ' 
.. 'J 'v He 1 t 1e I) am and 111,:el!l rCl11per uno nl0do 
videnwr, fich cHi! dici- weightier and cOllfeffeclly 
mu:. e juod en JO:1ge ali- more important funcl;1-
[Cr, Cic. de Legib. lib_ mental Doarines ought to 
1. t <:' b have Up011 the. Hearts aTIli ...,ee a ave, f:If!' :!..; 2, 

Lives of .i\{en. 

X IV. Fifthly; As this Revelatio1t, to 
tbe Judgment of ri.sht amI faber Reel
fim, appears of it felf bighly C1"t'

dibll! al1d probable; mId alnl17dalltly n'
commL'llax it filf in its 1l,tti've Simpli£i
ty, merely by its 011'1t iutrilljick goodm:(J 
and excellency; to the IJraEti[e of tbe 
mefi ratioual a1ld c01ljideril1,ff .tHeu, 11'bo 
are dejil'olls in all their A8io1lS to b.n·~ 
Ji.lti.~f..I[fio1t m;d comfort and good bop:: 
'lJ,·itbin themftlves, from the' Co l1jc:ic11t':' 
of 'lJ"lhlt they do.. So it ii moreo?,'t'1' 
pojiti·{:cly aud dircaly proved, to be aBII
ally alld immedi,llely pnt lIS from GI:d; 
by t-be mal1Y i1!f.tllible Srsl1s and Mi
nldcs, 11,hi(:/J tbe Alltbor of it workc.i 
(llIbii(:kly as the evidence oJ bi~ divi1!': 

. l:olllmiffio1t; by the ex ... r[/: completion botb 
of l/.1e Prophecies Ib.lt 1vel1t hLfo"l! ('O1/" 

aJ'1lilf,tf !Jim, l.!Uti of tbofe that He bill!
ft'll ddh:crc:d t'o1tcerl1illg tbi 1I,gs tb.rt Wl'n! 

t (,I 
, 



and Re·vealed Rel~g ion. 
to b~1ppen after; and uy tlJe Tc..f"i!11()
ny of his Ful1owcfs; n'!Ji:'b in all 
its CirclImjlmu:es 7j.'.15 the ?ii'll cre!.i!,/::, 
cert;7.ill, a7ld (oll7'il1ciu,g E7.; ide 1;I.-e , that r.n 
euJ' }!i7)en to any 1}Urter of F:ic1 i.; the 
TVorld, 

Fi}~ff, The C'lriftian Reye:1ati011 i-; 
pofitively and directly rrc·Y::cl., tr! be 
ac.tuallv and inimc:diatd,.- f.::nt tr> 115 

from God~ by the ma-ny il:f.Jliblr:: 
S· d ~f· 7 ' .,. , 

zg1l1 an 11- !'\1(dS, "'.ilCfl tile .-\.u·_.: ... ~r 
of it 'worked publicklr as the Eviclcl1ce 
of his Divine Commiil'!on. 

Beficles the gr<:at £xctl1e11c:,- ?l~i ~"-;'.,~. 7f~ 
Reafonablenef.; of the Do2"17::? lonli-::'{ 'J" .-

,',-,. ... 'I'·r 
dert:d in it fdf, of w:licl1 v:e b,,-e '., ~" ,:.:s 
already treated; It is l~el'(:' (f no;": '.~ : .. ~ 
fmall moment to ob[(n-e, that th(:::"~'~.:··.: 
AlltJ.;1J' of it ([eparare from all ex- :.; .... ~:.~.:';: 
temal Procf of his Di,-ine CO:limi~E- ;>:.:::'" 
on) apl)tarell in ~.11 his Beht\·i, lii.', 

l.\T orch and A.::.1ions, tQ be ne it :-,el' ~1. 11 

¥ Impojlol' nor an E;!tl-u
ft.y.!!. His Life w:?s Innn " n·J·-I,.., 1: .... ':' -; ..... 

L'{'nt and Spotlefs, [pent 7f};- ~;.-' e- j"': "_'I 

enti rel~T 1'11 i~-l.·'-l·l:g: th.e . '1';- -, . '-" - . 

,'" "".- '. ~ -./' ~. _ .... T- ""'-I~_ ........, ' .... " ..... ' .. ~ ,'-

, '- ~ , .~ .. .-I • ..,.." • ~ .~ ... _ • '. r.J • ~ 

E
.. ....c t-"'·/ . ' ......... jh~ .• "1 ... , 

nds of Holind-:' <.111,1 C;1a- c;"';\~"\':~I';; ~~ 'r;'; c!:v 
ritT, in duing gooJ. to "'.~; i :','( ~~.:"~ - <"~. :
the Souls and Bodies of ,:,I;;'-:':~·,:\!-:.;:.:::;;~ 

"" .. - " .. 
1\.[('11, :in exhorting them ".',;, t .. ,·:. ~',:~ ~ : .. ;:.~. 
to Repentance, ~ nll im-i
ting . them tv i~'l""e athl 

• • " ~, 

gloritie Gl)tl. WhCll hi:> t'irtl Htr E-
nemies :1c(lli~ll hill), ill \ll\~'-T tl) : :\ke 
aw~q his LiflC; lhl.':" L\\llll.ll1ot ... ·~1:\':gc 

C; b 3 hi\!\ 
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him with any appearance of Vir!;) 
or Immorality; And fo far was he 
from being gllilty of 'what they did 
a~'Cnl"c him of, namely of Vain-glory 
.met attemptillg to move Sectition:, 
that once, when the a~lmiring Peo~ 
pIe would by force have taken hjm 
awl E12.cle him their King, he chofe 
even to work a 'Miracle to avoid that, 
w},ich Was the only thing that could 
be imagined to ha,re been the De
fign of an 1m oflor. In like man· 
ncr, whoever erioully confiders the 
~.t\.nfwers he gave to all Queftions 
whether moral or captious, his oeca
Donal Ditcour[es to his Difciples, and 
more efpecially the ,\Vifdom and Ex· 
cellency of his Sermon upon the Mount, 
which i'i as it were the Syftem and 
~:um1llary of his DOCtrine, manifeft. 
1y fuqJaffing all the moral Infimai· 
on8 of the moit celebrated Philofo
phcrs that ever lived; cannot, with· 
out the extremeft Malice and Obiti
nacy in the ·World, charge him with 
Em b!ji.1Jm. 

Of fhl! iTfi- Thefe Conftderatiolls cannot but 
r';'k, of add great Weight and Authority to 
LonJf, :tf his Dcarine, and make his own 
t hI! £ VI T Q.. • 1· r. If 1 
dl!'7C~ OJ b'j l:hlillony concernIng llm.Le . excet::c-
li.'1JII/~ . inglv credible. But the pofttive alld 
C"mmiJi· diu:?! proof of his Divine CommifEoll, 
Oil. ~r~ the l'vlirades which he worked 

f"1" th:tt pnrpofc: His healing thl' 
!:lldc: His giving Sight to the Blind. 

}ll~~ 



and Revealed Religion_ ~ 9 5 
His cafting out Devils: His raifing 
the Dead: The Wonders that ar-
tended his Crucifixion: His own Re
furreCtion from the Dead; His Ap· 
pearance afterwards to his Difciples: 
And his Afcenfion vifibly into Hea
ven. 

Thefe , and the reR: of his fm. 
l)endolls Miracles, were, to the DiJ
dpies that Jaw tbem, fenfible Demon
ftrations of our Lord's Divine Com~ 
rniiIion. And to tbofo who have li7Jed fince 
tbat Age, they are as certain Demon
ftrations of the fame Truth, as the 
Teft'muny of thofe firft Difciples 
who were Eye-witneifes of them, is 
certain and true. 

To the Difciples tbat fllW them, 
thefe 11.iracles were fenjib Ie awl 
'coml,lcat Demonftrations of our 
Lord's Divine ComrniiIion; becanfe 
they were fo great and fo '111any and 
fo pllblick and fo e-uide11t, that it 

,was abfolutely impoihble they fhould 
be the Effect of any Art of .. M.m, 

,of any Cha1lce or Rdlacy: And the 
'Doc.trine they were bruught to con
" finn, was of fo good and holy a 
! Tennencr, that it was impuHible ]'e 
! fuould be inabled to work them b'T 
.' the Power aud A1Eftance of lh·il 
Spirits: So that confeqnently, the)r 
lllufi: of neceffity have been l'crfor

,meci, either imT1JeJi.ltciy or medi,ltci.v, b:' 
, t..:1od himfelf. 

Gg~ But 
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But here,. liccaufc there have 11ccrt 
D1.111V . Q_llcl1.icm!? ri:!if0c1, ~m(l bmc: 
Peq.'lexiqy .introrJucecl, ;.hy. the' l)iC
l)utes qnd· ; difi-erentOr;inions of 
]earm~(lj\'Icn, concerning the' Pon:r?}" 

oj 7rorki11,~ Aliracles, ~11cl. concerlling 
~e Extellt of·· t be Fliide71~e whic:l 
:Miracles give; to' the Tnith of any 
DoCtrine ;.Ancl bcc;wfe· it hath hetH 
much cnntrovertrecl, whether true IvIira
des call .be .worked by any leE Pewer, 
than the i.\Jlmecliate Power of God; 
and whether, 10 compleat the E,·i .. 
dc-nee of a lVIiracle,! the Nature of 
t.he. Doctrine pretended to be proved I 
there by, is rcquiJi te to be- taken into 
the COllfifler~tiol1, or' no: It may 110: 

l)CrJlaps be IJ,11proper, upon this Occa· 
jion to jnd~avbur :to fet this whole 
Matter' in. its. true Ljght,' .:is briefly 
~ndclearlyaslcal1. .,.' '~. '.: '. 

Ii then, In fefpeCt-' . of the PrJn'c)' 
oj God", and :in refpect to. the J.v~r· 
iure of. the tbi11gS. tbcl1Jftlve.s. abf:l
Iptdy f,pc:il;king, all things thlt are 
poiLble at ~11, that is, which imply 
not a di.rect . con,trac1icfion, are c-
(j1l..7l1y a1UZ alike e.ify to be nOlle. 
The POWel.'". of· God; extends equally 
tp grefl t things, HS to il11all;' '!I1d 
to 111 a ny, as to' fc'w: And the one.: 
makes ))0 morc Diffi.culty m :,dl. 
or Rcri1iAnc~ tq his Will, th~m th.' 
DI. her.. ' , 

"j':' " , 
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'J j~not thercfure a right Diftin- Tla: rcere_ 

Ction, to define: or diftinguifh a Mi- f: /c
' M ;',,-

I b bJ: l D'jfi' l ' 1 C. ~ J 6"~~'t r:tc e y any a)o ute 1 ell ty 111 tr!c I <,{ I~e::'t: 

Nature of the thiug it felftu be d'J!'d by 
d011e; , As' if the things we call' -11 •• - a.' ~!: .... -' 
tlil'cl1, were abfolutebr and in their c'~': :,jfih' 

fi 
./ .,SI'./il-

own Nature ea ler to be efiec.ted, n.!!;,,:, ,;;' 
than thofe t11at we look upon as r;~= ::.1 ;,. 

miraclllous. Orl the COll trary 'tise-; I;err..e, " ~ s 

vidcnt and undeniable, that 'tis at to ~, .u~e. 
leaf!: as ,great an ACt of Power, to 
caufe the Sun or a Pla?lct to 11107'e at 
all ; as to c?,ufe' it, to fl.:md jill at 
al1Y Time: Yet this latter, we call a 
Mir'acle; the former not. And, to 
rejlo')"e: tbe d.:.ld, to Life, which 'is an 
Il1:ftance of an (xtraordinary :Mira-
de; is in it fe:f plainly altogether 
as eafy, as to difpofe matter at fidt 
into [uch order, 2S to form a 1;11-
mane Body in that which we com-
monly call a liatural way. So that 
abfolutely fpeaking, in - This jlriEt 
and pbilofnpbic.rl &IIP; either 1!Otbiug 
is miraculous, namely', if \I,."e haye re-
fpeer to the Po'\\-;:r -of God; or, if 
we regard our own PO\""cr and l.-n
c1e~'ftanclillg, then almoit e7.:ery tU,:g, 
~-lS well what we call natural, as 
what we call fupernatural, i,l' h: tNs 
SOrJr: rca ll:,' mir'aculotls; and 'tis 011-

It lIfll,71mfs or, l"lltjll'lZUr;fl that makes 
the d ifri nctioll. 

• 

2. 'Wh~lt dl'gnc,~ of POlJ.'t'r God m~y' 1I'1:,rt h
reafonably be ilippOit'd to h:we com- ~Ia. ,'/ 

mun i\.':.l teel f~tW', G~.i 



The E'ViJcl1ces 0 Natural 
11M) bil'.'e' rnunicated to Createa Bei1tgs, to fltU
~:;::t::'l- ordin.yte Iutelligences, to good or evil 
{:n?ated Augels:; is by no means poflible for 
&in;;$, is us to determine. Some Things abfo
i'..Q: l'oJIiblt: lutely impoiIible for Men to t::ffe~ 
~:t::.~~~t'. 'tis evident may eafily be within 

the natural Powers of Angels; and 
£)me Things beyond the Power of in
fez-ionr Angels, may as eafily be fup
pored to be 'within the Natural Pow
er of others that are fitpe1-ioztr ts 
them; and [0 on. So that, excepting 
the original Power of Creating, which 
we cannot indeed conceive commu
nicable to Things which were them
[elves created; we can hardly affirm 
1J.·itb any Certainty, that any particular 
EfFeCt, how great or miraculous [oever 
it may [eern to us, is beyond the Pow
er of all Created Beings in the Univerfe 
to have produced. 

T&.t.tthere-. 'Tis not therefore a right Diftin
fart> a. ~l1i- aion" to define a Miracle (as fome 
T'!.C£e·/s mt vel'y learned and very I)ioliS Men 
lnger!y de-
fi.,d fo be have done,) to be [uch an EffeCt, 
(rd) all as coulcl not have been produce9. by 
tJf·f/, .1S any leG Power than the Divine Om
~.:'~,: Z::;r nipotenCf. Ther e is no Inftance of 
'D".!l,c~.i any Miracle in Scripture, which to an 
,., ":II} ie{.. ordinary SpeCtator would 1!ec:e.Darily 
PV;"l.C; tban iml1ly an immediate Creatiall of 
./ •• :. ] ) 11.1 • He 
:~'~I:ifa- . {;.lmcthing out of nothing: And COl1-

~~IT,(;'. fcquently fueh a Spectator could ne-
\'ef be ccrtaiiT, that the miraculous Effect 
w .. :s beyond the Power uf all cre

ated 
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ated Beings in the Vniverfe to pi"o-
ducT. There is one Suppofition il> 
deed, upon which the Opinion of 
'lll Miracles beinz 1!eceJJarily the 211: !,l e
diatel:.ffeE1s of the Di"i,;e Ommpo-
tence, may be defended; And that is, 
jf God, together 'with the natural 
Fowers wherewith he hath irluuec.1 
all fubordinate Intelligent Beings, 
has lih:wife gi"cn a Law or Re-
ftraint, whereby thty be hindred 
from ever interpofing in this lower 
'World, to produce any of thofe 
Effects which we call rniraculol's or 
fupczrnatural: But then, hew certain 
fuever it is, that all (rea ted Beings 
are m:der fame particular Laws and 
Reftraints; yet it can neyer be provecl, 
that they are m-der fuch Reftraints uni
verfally, perpetuall;. ... , aEd without excep-
tion: And without thi~, a Spectator that 
fees a :Miracle, can never be certain that 
it 'was not none by ferne Created 
Irltdligence. RedlJcirig th~ natural 
Power of Created Beil'.gs to as 1e\';-
a degree 25 ?nr one can de1ire to 
fuppofc, will help nothil~g in tJlis 
matter; Fer, fuppoiil~g ~'whieh is 
very unrcafonable to i'uppofe) that 
the natural Powers C'f the hig:id't 

"-

Angels, \\'('re 110 greater than t;,e 
l1atural 1\'I"('rs of :Men; yet fince 
thert:h;.... all ~<\lJgc1 would be il'~:tblc,l 
to do all Th:n il1\'ilibly; wbeh a 
11~·!n can do \'ilil'ly" he wcddcycl1ip 

t
,,,;,,, 
.L 



300 The .E'Vidences 0 at Nral 
t~'li:-; Si.lpP,)fiti,JIl be ll~lurally able to (~f) 
llllmbcrlcf:., thillgS, which l.VC ihould (;~ 
ftH'lll t 11 (' hrt'a {e Ii: (if Miracles. 

All /!';;:,> -::. A II thjngs that arc D071e in the 
11:,:t .n,·, 1\'orld, arc done either immecljatel'J~ 
d:~nc ;n I')I..' I 1 1 
W"y.'.?, ,n:: LlJ' Goe iimfcl f, nr by created 111-

d~l1c "itl.'er tclligellt Btillf;s: 111,ttter being cviclent
i.7!/:I, .. ~i.lrc. ly not at all caIJ2.ble of any Law s 
~v n ':?d or Pal~""'s what[oever. an)T more n .. t A.. , 

h:·~:'::';;"'./ than it is capahle of IiHel1igcl1ce; (X~ 
{"i.'l'i;;,e1t cepting orily this Olle J.,'-egatit'f! Pull'
B:i,:;.. er, that every rart of it will, or 
N.l''''''· !,~- i[ felf. alwa.'Ts 2lnd 11ecefTari1 y C011-
l"rt-"~:"'I·/Jr! ~} _ 

;'/'n'JL;;"':j' tinue in that State, whether of Refi 
o~ I',;,veu, or filIation, \\'herein it at 1'r(,[(:l1t is, 
Alld C0!1r~- So that all thofe things 'Nhich we 
t;uenl!y if: ] - . commonl,T f:.:,' ~re the E edt' or t 1C th;;n~ i.'l·, . t 

T'C:!' !yj\,~ltl{.'·,tl Pun,(j,s of l1L1ttcJ', all'} Lc7U'S 

.!:',.d)r'g.I:O of ilfoti f!1l; of Gr.n·itati()71, Attr,u1ioJl, 
}'",-It t/;;jlJ 1 1'1 ' 1 1 ('f' '11 -: -'he '" ()r t 1e IKe'; are 111( c:el 1 we WI 

~'";(:,, or fpc:tk fhicUv auLl properly) the 1:.f
r",t'''' of feds of God's acting UpCJIl j\oIatter 
N,;f;,I'r!. contillually and evcry moment, ei-

r.·c'- '7, . ~ 

t~ler i:nnJcd i~tcly by himfdf, or medi
ately by {;)I11C created intelligent Be
ings: (Which Obicrvation, by the 
l"r, furnii11cs us, as llas been before 
liotcrl, with an excellcnt l1atur~ll })c
monfi:ration of Pr07,idc'7lt't',) Co 1,fc-

• 

fjuently there is no filch thing, as 
what Alen commonly call the l'f)WJc 

or ]o.,·'atzlJ'c, or the Powt')' uf .l'Y.Ttl/re, 
The Couri'8 of Naturc, truly ~lIlll pro
perly fpeaking, is nothing clie ht:t 
t:lC IFill oj' (J,'" rrol:lIcil.:,; Cl'l't~~ill 

EfE.ds 
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Effects in a continuerl, regular, con-
1i:ant anci unif'Jrm :Manner: '\\-:;;,\ 
Courfe or l\laJ~l;er of ~<\Ctil1g, being 
in every l\itomC:1H 1Jcrfcctly A,'bitnry, 
is as ~aJie to be ,?iUTfd at any lime, -as to be prtfr;n:ed _ Alld i f, (as feems 
moft pr00ao1<:,) this cuntillual ACting 
upon ?-.Iatter, be pe:rfr,rmccl 1,)' t:,c 
fubferviency of ([tared 1nt(:l1ig-:nu,;, 
appointed to that purpntc b:.- thc: ~u
l1teme Creator; then it i:; as c ~ [jr 
for any Gf thE.ID, awl ~(j niUe:l wi::::
in their natural P(J"wcr, (-h .. - t:,e Pcr
miHion of God,) to dt-'r -t;;c Co~:ri~ 
of Nature 2.t any time, or in a: \-- -
rcfpcc1; as it is to £' "fIve eJr con:;:Zl': 
• It_ 

'Tis not therefore .a rig~t nift~nCt:- T!:.:f thr'
(In, to define a lUll ',T cZ.: to be Th:l.t ,t':"~,, :;l~i
which is ,7g,1ii'fi tb-J Cr'III~[:: cI .:.Y,z,w'C: r:'c':i, ,.,,: 
meaning by the COltlF c{ ]I.-,rU!le, t::e r~~I::.'.: :f~
R j' ,- , ,- I P : t 11 {;" 

on'fJ" v ~ .i\crtllre, or ti1C .L\.HII)':Z ~;;.:- T:;r:::::(';cb 
fJ'S of lre,lted .4.g.'11ts. For, In t.'1~s ii _;;,;i~'r 
S r ,. 'n 1- C ~ , .. enH:', 0;; no nlore agall., it t:le (,urie ~:,~" i: ,':.f:,' 
of Nature, fDr an ~·\.1'gel tJ ki:y .1:: :~-'::'c', 
JH.:m {'rom jid.in:,> in xhe' Jr.l!''', [:,::-~n'· ",." J )1 ... _ :!;~n.~(;ir..z~ 

fnr ~! ~lan to Lo[./ .1 Stan: fFoII! fd- P;,r~"i of 
liJig in tbr:! Air, by oH:r-p·:,wer:Lg the ('", "d 
Law of Gra\-itation; Anli yICt t~le /!6~ ; ... 
one is a i\liracle, the othcr nct j~,. 
In like manner, 'tis no n:orc atK'\'c 
the natural PI-wer cf a cre:J,~(.J 1!1-
telligcllce, to jlop th:: 1Hot:o;: of tl.,;! 
Sun or of a Pbl1ct, t>::i!l ::,) C'I-;:~':':I1~ 
to L .rFFy • 

It Vil 
• • 

L f i['"!~' • 
- J~ "\ -

_\11.1 



T'he Evidences () atural. 
And yet the former is a Miracle 
the latter not fo. But if by the Cowje 
of NatJfre, be meant only (as it truly 
figliifies) the c01t}lal1t and uniform '11la1Z~ 
'tel' of Gods acting either immediately 
or mediately in preferving anJ con
tinuing the Order of the World" 
then, in that Senfe, indeed a Mirad~ 
may be rightly defined to be an Effect 
produced contrary to the ufual Courfe 
or Order of Nature, by the unufual 
Interpofitioll of fame Intelligent 'Being 
Superiour to Men; as I :£hall have 
occafion l1refently to obferve more l'ar
ticu1arly. 

The IInre.t_ And from this Obfervation, we may 
fonablem:J. eafily difcover the Vanity and Un
of th~,'e reafomi151enefs- -ef- ·that obftinate Pre-

t»;~opde[Jin~. judice, which Mode511 DeiHs have 
fJ" 0 IJI • f: 11 k " ft h B bty 0) Orfi- Ul11ver a y ta -en up, aga1l1 t e e-

I'.lcle, ill lief of Miracles in general. They fee 
!;~neT.zl. that things general1y go on in a conftant 

and regular Method; that the Frame 
and Order of the World, is. preferved 
by things being difpofed and managed 
in an Uniform manner; that certain 
Callfes produce certahl Effects in a 
continued Succeffion~ according to cer
tain fixed Laws or Rules; And from 
hence they conclude, very weakly 
and unphilofophically, that there are 
in Aiatter certain neceffary Laws Of 

Powers, the Ref tilt of which is That 
which they call the COllrJe of }"'at%u"e, 
whic.h they think is· iiiipoihb!e tr· b6 

Chal!ged 



4tnd Re'7Jealed Religion. 
changed or altered, and confequently 
that there can be no fach thing as 
Miracles. Whereas on the contra
ry, if they wou'ld confider things 
duly; they coulJ not but fee, that 
dun and lifelefs Matter is utterly 
uncapablt'! of obeying any Laws, or 
of being indued with any Fowers; 
and that therefore That Order and 
Difpofition of Thillgs, which they vul
garly call the COllrJe of Natll1'f!, can
not poffibly be any thing elfe, but 
the Arbitrary W"ill and Pleafirre of God 
exerting it felf and aCting upon l'vIat
ter continually, either immediately 
by it felf, or mediately by fome 
fubordinate Intelligent Agents, accor
ding to certain Rules of uniformi
ty and proportion, fixed indeed an(! 
confiant, but which yet are made filCh 
merely by Arbitrary Confiitution, 
not by any manner of Neceffity in 
the things themfelves; as has De~n 
abundantly proved in my fonner DiJ
cOllrJe: And confequently it cannot be 
denied, but that it is altogether as 
eafy to alter the COlClJe of Natllre, as 
to preJer-lIe it; Cat is, that Miracles,. 
excepting only that they are more 
unufual, are in themfelves, an1 in tb~ 
Nat1l1·e and ReaJo1Z of the thi11g, as cre
dible in all refpetts, and as eary to be 
believed, as any of thore we call natural 
Effects. 

4- Thore 
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7.~he Ervidences of Natur,,1,1 
Sam!? Ef- -i. Thore EfEct:> which arc proc1ul cIL 
e'l, H'l1:e· ... 

v, ,,'/ {""", 'V'Hcll We (all the 7/ 0) T~s of N.ltllh 1 

01 'JJ I, .lId prove to us ill gCll~r:tl, the Being, tl1": 
0: c'" Power, and the other Attritutes of 
r'-"t/].. '. 
0','.;; ,,:, God. ,The[e Effects,. wh:ch, tq~Ol1 
11)1'r,"";d- any 'rare and extraf),"dzJ1ary OccaJr:.il, 
on :.';J.-cr of are prodnced in fncn manner, th~t 
G :,1 ,);;a 'tis manifcft they could neither bay!: 
Ie.l, cf'Jfb~ 1 h ••. , . 
j',m' ",t~f- ,,(,11 (one by any .rowe) OJ. :;l)t oj 

'J g~'" "'" .lI'El7I, nor by what w~call Chance, that 
ing \':'F:'f- is, by any Compofition or' reflllr 
oilr ra.ll,tIl, of thofe Laws which are Gods c(;)!-

jlC!.11t and 1l1:iform Actings npoi1 Mat
ter; Thefe undeniably 11 rove , to' Us 
the immediate anel occaJonal' Interpo
Etion either of God him[df,. or 2t 

leaf!: of fame intelligent Agent Supe
riour to 1\1en, at that particular Time, 
2nd on that particular Account. For 
example: The'regular and contil1ld 
Effects of the Pon'er of GI'c1vitatio1:, 
and of the Lan's of iJ!IotioJZ; of 
the MecbL1llick, and of the AJli1Jl.11 
POiVer,'i ; AU there prove to 11S in 
general, the Being, the Power, tj,,: 
Pre[ence, <lnj the conftallt Operati
on, either' immediate or meL1i2.te, (,f 
God in the '\VorL1. But if, upon 
:?ny particular ()ccafion, W -= f1l011ld icc 
a StOlle Jllfpended in the Air, or :J 

Mm n'ctlking upon the l!~Itt'r, with
out any vifible fl1Pporti 2. cb)'olli
cal DiJeafe cured n~itb a n'ord fpc.!"-
lng, or a dc,Ttl ana' corn'pte,l Body N' 

ffared to life in a moment; \Ve ct;uld nor 
then 
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then doubt, but there ;'vas an cxtnwrdi?1a
l'y Interpofition either of God himfelf; 
in order to :fignit:,v his Pleafure upDn that 
i)articular Occafion; or at leafl: of fome 
Intelligent Agent far fuperiour to Man, 
in order to bring about fome particular 
Defign. 

, 

). Whether fuch ail Extraodin:uy W!"tl 
Interpofition of. fame 'power Superi(;lUr {,;h ;:;er., 
to Men, be the Immedlate Interpofitlon p,Jirion be 
of God himfolf, or of fame good Angel, .be ~'r.m,'
or of fame .evil Angel; can hadly be ~'~:;/ c'~l:.. 
diftinguifhed certainljr, merely by the cf t'7le' 1, 

lYork or Miracle it feZf: (except there 'J?,'./ Ci' E'; 

be a plain Creation of fomething out of u' ·~r,E< ' 
nothing, which, as I have faid, there ~~n'/:;;'_:i: 
does not certai111y appear to be in any rd m~'~'J 
of the lVIiracles recorded in Scri p- 6.1 rl:~ 
ture:) Becaufe it is impollible for 1..' s to :{},f.(, it 
know with any certainty, either that ,e, • 

the natural Power of goorl Angels, or 
of evil ones, C:::4tends not beyond. fuch 
or fuch a certain Limit; or that God 
always reftrains them from exerciitng 
their natural Powers in l')foducing [ucJ. 
or fuch particular EfIetl:s. Some 1ingu-
lar Miracles, fuch as Raifing the D:!.:zd, 
there is indeed all the Reaflln in the 
World to believe are abfolutely beyond 
the power of evil Spirits to erred; be~ 
caufe we have all Reafon to belie\Te, tha t 
the Souls of :Men are in the Hand of 
God, and canllot be removed by the 112-

H h flll''::! 
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q-'he E(vidences 0 atural 
tural Power of any inferior Beings: But 
there are not many other Inftances, 
wherein we can certai;tly fay or deter
mine, that this or that particular thing 1!'l 
ab{(Jlutely beyond the natural Power of 

Tb'lt there Good or Evil Spirits. 
uno m(oll 'Tis not therefore a right Diftin
toluppo)e ction to [uppo[e the Wonders which 
-all the h S' " "b '1 S . " Wonders t e cnpture attn utes to eVl pInts, 
worT.:.ed to be meer Pro.fligio., Sleights, or De-
b) ~~il lufio71S. f'or if the Devil has any na
SpIT/ts, to tural Power of doing any thing at 
be mere ft 
Dc!ujio/lJ', an, even but fo much as the meane 

of Men 7 and be not reftrained by 
God from exercifing that natural Pow
er 7 'tis evident he will be able, by 
rea[on of his Invifibility, to work true 
and real Miracles. Neither is it a 
right DiftinCtion, to fuppofe the Mi
racles of Evil Spirits, not to be real 
Ejfoas in the things where they ap
pear, but Impofitio1Zs llpon the Senft; 
of the SpeCtators: For to impofe in 
this manner upon the Senfes of Men, 
(not b Sleights and Delufions 7 but 
by real y fo affecting the Organs of 
Sen[e, as to make things appear what 
they are not;) is to all Intents and 
Purpofes as true a Miracle, and as great 
an one, as making real Changes in the 

Yow we 
al'e fc di~ 

fling/lijl' 
l'rfir "'cle.J 

Things themfelves. 
6. 'When therefore upon any par

ticular Occafion; for inftance, when 
at tile Will of a Perron who teaches 

, fOlllf 
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(,me new DoCtrine as coming froni 'Rinlight by 

God, and in Teftimony to the Truth G~dfFf" the 
f h . 1 . l' 1 d rroc, 0 :zr) a t at DoCtr1l1e, t lere 19 p aID r an D~llrir.'!, 

manifeftly an h1terpofition of fome f,om th-: 
SUperiollr Power, producing fuch mi.:;. Fr.1.ud j ~f 
raculoilS Eff'eas as have been before ~~rl SJl' 

mentioned: The only polEblc v;ars~ r1 " 

by which a SpeCtator may certai1l1y 
and infallibly diftinguifh, whether 
thofe Miracles. be indeed the Works 
either immediately of . God himfdf~ 
or, (which is the very fame t1~ing;) 
of fome good Angel employed by 
him; and confequently the Doctrine 
witneiTed by the Miracles, be infal-
libly true and divindy atte:tl:ecl; Or 
whether, on. the contrary, the Mira-
cle.; be the \Vorks of Evil Spirits, 
and canfequently the Doctrine a Fraud 
and Impofition upon Men: Tl1e only 
pallible ways (I fay) of difl:inguiih-
ing this matter certainly and infallibly, 
are there. If the Doctrine attefted hy 
Miracles, be ill it felf impiolls, or 
manifeftly tending to promote Vice; 
then without all qllefiion the 1Iira~ 
des" how great foever they may ap-
pear to Us, are neither wrought by 
God himfelf, nor by his Commi1Tion; 
becaufe our natural Knowledge of the 
Attributes of God, and of the necef-
fary difference 'between Good and Eyil, 
is greatly of more force to prove any 
fuch DoCtrine to be falfe, than any 
Miracles in the v.1" orId can be to 

H h "2 'Pro,-" 
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The Eq;idences 0 Natural 
f)rove it true: As for example, fU11-
l)ofe a Man pretending to be a PrQ
phet, ihould work any Miracle, or 
give any Sign or Wonder whatfo
ever, in order to draw Men from 
the Wodhip of the True God, and 
tempt them to Idolatry, and to the 
Practife of fuch Vices, as in all Hea
then Nations have ufually attended 
the Worfuip of Falfe Gods; nothing 
can be more infallibly certain, than 
that fuch Miracles ought at firft fight 
to be rejected as Diabolical. If the 
Doctrine attefted by Miracles, be in 
it felf indifferent, that is, fuch as 
cannot by the Light of Nature and 
right Reafon alqne, be certainly known 
whether it be true or falfe; and at 
the fame time, in oppofition to it, 
and in proof of the direct contrary 
DOCtrine, there be wrought other Mi
racles, more and greater than the 
former, or at leaft attended with 
fuch Circumftances, as evidently ihow 
the Power by which there latter are 
war ked, to be fuperiour to the Pow
er that worked the former; then 
that Doctrine which is attefted by 
the SlIj!erioztr Power, muft necefTarily 
1)c belIeved to be Divine: This was 
the Cafe of MoJes, and the ./Egyptian 
Magicians: The Magicians worked fe
veral Miracles to prove that lliofts 
was an Impoftor, and not ftnt of 

. God; lYIoJcs, to prove his Divine . -, ..' 
COmnl11110n~ 
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Commiffion , wor ked Miracles 7JZore 
and gre.lter than theirs; ar eIre (which 
is the vetry fame thing,) the Pow~ 
by which He worked his Miracles, 
reftrained the Power by which They 
worked theirs, from being able at 
that time to work all the fame Mi
racles that He did; and [r) appeared 
<:vidently the Superio7lr Power: -Where
fore it was neceifarily to be believed, 
that MoJes's Commillion was truly 
from God_ If, in the laft place, 
the DoCtrine attefted by Miracles, ~e 
fuch as in its own Nature and COL

fequences tends to pro:l1ote the Ho
nour anel Glory of Gpd, and the pra
dife of univerfal Righteoufi1efs amongfi: 
Men; and yet neverthelefs be nor in 
it felf demonftrable, nor could with
out Revelation have been difcovered 
to be aCtually true ~ (Oi eVen if it 
was but only in iff~rent in it felf, 
and fuch as coulJ. not be proved to 
be any way contrary to, or inc01"
flftent with thefe grc:at Ends;) and 
there be no prete::fe of more or grea
ter Miracles on the:! l'ppofite Side, to 
contradict it; (Which is the Cafe of 
the Do:.!,.ine and Miracles of CbriJl:~ 
Then tht' Miracles are unqueftionably 
Divine, ann the Doctrine muR \"'"ith
out all controverfy be acknowledged 
as all immediate and ir~f.ll1ible Reve-
lation froUl God: BecauG:, (beiides MJtt. I~. 
that it cannot be fuppofed tbat E\-il =5-, ... - . 

H n 3 ~rlilts 
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Spirits would overthr"aw their OWll 

~owcr and Kingdom;) {houid God 
111 fuch Cafes as thefe, permit Evil 
Spirits to work Miracles to impofe 
upon Men, the Errour would be ab
folutdy invincible; and That would 
in all refpeCts be the very fame thing, 
as if God worked the Miracles to 
dec~ive Men himfelf. No Man can 
doubt, but Evil Spirits, if they have: 
any natural Powers at all, have pow
er to deft roy Mens Bodies and Lh;es, 
ani to brin!? upon Men innumerable 
other Calanllties; which yet in Fact 
'tis evident God reftrains them from 
doing, by having fet them Laws 
and Bounds which they cannot l)afs. 
Now, for the very fame Reafon, it 
is infinitely certain that God reftrains 
them likewife from impofing upon Mell's 
iVlil1ds and Ul1derfla'tdi1tg,~, in all fuch 
Cafes where Wife and Honeft and , 

Virtuous Men would have no poiIil)le 
way left, by which they could difcovcr 
the Impofition. 

l d'd And here at laft the difference be· 
~:1~1: ;:.r!- tween Thofe who believe that all 
~wel:/l thofe Miracles nece£farily require the im
wbote:lcb mediate Power of God himfelf to 
~ba; t~e effeCt' them, and thofe who be
tmmedltlte l' . d S . . bl k 
p'0wer af ·.l~ve creat~ pInts a e to ',:,:or-
Clod h,nr Miracles, IS not very great. 1 ney 
If /lot, /le- who believe all Miracles to be 
~~~:.~~/~;e. effected nnly 'by the ~mmediate Po~
tbe lVar~. er of God, muft do It upon tlllS 
jllg oj It Grollnd, 
.h!ir.1cl" :. 
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Ground, that they fuppofe God by una; 'I.e!} 

a perpetual Law reftrains all fub- f~:t at 
ordinate intelligent Agents from 0 om. 

interpofing at any time to alter 
the regular courfe of things in this 
lower World; (for to fay that 
created Spirits have not otherwife 
a Natllral Power., when 1I11refirained, 
to do what We call Miracles; is 
faying that thofe invifible Agents 
have no Power naturally to do any 
thing at all.) And they who be-
lieve that fuboJ'dil1ate Beings b,)e 
Power to work Miracles, mllft Tct 
of neceiIity fuppofe that God re
fhains them in all fuch Caft's at 
leaft, where there would not be fuf
ficient :Marks left, by which the Frauds 
of evil Spirits could be clearly diftjn
guifhed from the Teftimony and Com
million of God. 

And now from thefe few clear 
and undeniable Prol')ofitions, it eyident
ly follows; 

1ft. That the true Definition of i/fi t.Ylle 

a Mil"Llcle, in the Tbeolo,gicd Senft! of o//~;;,~:. 
the Word, is this; that it is a d~. 
work effected in a manner ltlllljzl.ll, 

or different from the common and 
regular lVlethod of Providence, by 
the interpofition either of God him-
felf, or of [orne Intelligent Agent 
fuperiour to lVlan, for the Proof 
or Evidence of {;.'me particular Do-
ctrine, or in attcftation to the Autho-

H h 4- rity 
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rity of fame I'articular Perfon. Ann jf 
a Miracle [0 workec1, be not oppofed 
by forne plainly fuperiouI." Power; nor 
be brought to atteft a Doc.trine either 
c011tradi8ory in it felf, or 'lJitiOll>f 1n its 
confequences; (a DoCtrine of which kin:1, 
110 Miraclts in the World can be fufE:
cicnt to prove;) then: the Doctrine fa 
attdted muft neceffarily be 1001ct upon 
as Divine, and the W orleer of the 
Miracle entertained as heving infallihly 
~ CommiHion from God. 

I 2. From hence it appears, that the 
fll:: l1gth of compleat Demol1jfratiol1 of our Saviours 
the Evi. being a Teacher fent from GoCi, was, 
dena of> to the Difciples who Jaw his Miracles, 
cur .'),11:r- plainly This: That the Doilrine he 
our s ",11Y/t- h b· . . r. If ffibl I Fl.;,. taug t, emg In It J.e po 1 e, an~ 

in its confequences Tending to 1,romote 
the Honour of God and true Righ teouf-. 
nefs arr;ong :rvIen; and the Miracles he 
worked, being fuch, that there neither 
was nor could be any pretenfe of more 
or greater Miracles to be fet> up in op
poiition to therp; it was as infallibly 
certain that he had truly a Divine 
Commiffion, as it W;,lS certain that 
God would not himfelf irnpofe upon 
Men anec~ifary ~nd. invincible Er-
tour. 

C~11Cet ninj! > ~. 
t fJe 0 l,jelli.,.1i ttl c 
CIl~ tbit: [om>e 

> 

From hence it appears how 
rea[on there is, to objcfr, as 
have Gone, th~t we prove in a 

, Circ1<;: > > > 
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c· 

Circle the DoEtril1e by the lLliJacles, wt pT~"!.·e ill 
and the Miracles, by the DoEtri1Te. a r.;rcle 

) . I . h' f the /"1Ir~-for t 1C Mzrac: e.f, 111 t is way () c'eI by the 
reafoning, are not at all proved Ly D1[iriT'e, 
the DcEtril1e; but only the Poffibility a,,! the 
,md the good Tendency, or at leaH: the [~:.nnre by 

I d;,p:; f h D n. . t, .•. }lIT"· 
11 IJJ erenc:y 0 t e UCLflne, are a cies. 

neceffary Condition or Circumftance, 
without which the Doctrine is not 
capable of being proved by al:Y 
ll1iracles. They are indeed th(~ Mir.l-
cles only, that prove the Doctrine; 
a.nd not the DoEtriife, that proves 
the Miracles: But then in order to 

• 

this End, that the Miracles may prm:e 
the Dcctrine, it is always neceliarily 
to be firft fuppofe.i that the DoctriJle 
be filCh as is in its nature capable 
of b€ing proved by MinI des. The 
Doctrine muft be in it felf poffible and 
capable to be proved, and then 111ir,,
des will prove it to be actually and 
certainly true. The Doctrine is not 
firft known or f1.lppofed to be tntc', 
and then the jl-lirMles prm-ed by it; 
But the Dac:trille muft be firft kno'\vn to 

be fueh as is poJlible to be true, and then 
Miracles will proye that it actzt.-zl1y 
is fo. Some DoCtrines are in their 
own nature nccf.ffarily mId dC111onjlr.1Z, 1y 
true, fneh as are all thofe which con
cern the obligation of plain mor.11 
Precepts; And th~[e neither need nor 
Cql1 r~eeive any ftrollger proof from 

11irac les, 
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Mirades~ than what they have al. 
ready (though not perhaps fo clear
ly indeeJ to all Capacities,) from 
the Evidence of right Reafon. Other 
DoCtrines are in their own Nature 
llcceJfarily faZfe aud i1llpoJJible to be true; 
fuch as are all AbJitrdities and COlltr.-t
ilictions, and an Doctrines that tend 
to promote Vice; And thefe can ne
ver receive any degree of proof, 
from all the Miracles in the World. Laft
ly, Other DoCtrines are in their own 
Nature indifferent; or po.fJible, or per
hars probcrb.ie to be true; And thefe 
could not have been known to be 
pofitively true, but by the Evidence 
of IVliracles, which prove them to 
be certain. To apply this to the Do
ari1te and 111iracles of Cbrijl. The 
moral part of our Saviours DoCtrine 
would have appeared infallibly true, 
whether he had ever worked. any 
l'vliracles or no. The reft of his Do
urine was what evidently Tended to 
promote the Honour of God, and the 
pradifc of Righteoufnef~ amongft 
IVIell: Therefore That part alfo of 
his DoCtrlne, was p011ible and very 
probable to be true; But yet it could 
110t from thence be known to be 
certainly true, nor ought to have 
been received as a Revelation from 
God, unlefs it had be~n proved by 
l.mdeniable 111iracles. And the Mira
des he worked, did indeed undeni-

ably 



· and ReveaLed Religion. 
ably l)fove it to be the DoCtrine 
of God. Neverthc1c[s, had his 1)0-
ctrine in any part of it been either 
ab[urd and contradictory in it fdf, 
or vicious in its Tendency and Con
fequences; 11C!l 1vliradc') ·coulLl then 
poHi.bly have proved it to have been 
true. 'Tis cviient therefore that the 
Nature of the DOCtrine to be pro-
ved, nmft be taken into the Confide-
ration, as a neceifary Ci.rcumHance; 
and yet, that only the Miracles are 
l)roperly the Proof of the Doctrine; 
and not the Doctrine, of the l!1ira-
cles. 

3 1 )' 

4. From hence it foHows, that the of the 
l)retended Miracles of Apollol1iJI s 1}".:r- preter;ded 
l1ellS, AriJleas Froc01l1lejius, and fome MiI-:re/prof 
few others among the Heathens even Ap(llj"l1;llS 

fi fi ' . and olber.-. 
L1PpO mg them to have been true Mz-

racles, (which yet there is no Rea-
fOll at all to believe, becaufe they 
are very poorly attefted, and are in 
themfelves very mean and trifling, 
as has been fully fhown by Eufebins 
in his Book againft Hierocies, and 
by many late Writers; but fuppofing 
them, I fay, to have been trite 111il'acies,) 
yet they will prove nothing at all 
to the difadvantage of Chriiti~nity; 
Becaufe they were worked either with-
out any 11retenfe of confirming any 
new DoCtrine at all; or dfc to 
prove abfurd and foolifh Things; OJ:' 

to efl:ahlifh Iddatry and the \\"nrfhjp 
Gf 
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of Falfe Gaels; And confequently 
they could not be none by the di
vine power and Authority, nor bear 

allY kind of ~ compari
fon with the Miracles of 
Cbrijl, which were work
ed to atteft a DoCtrine 
that tended in the high
eft degree to promote 
the Honour of God and 
the general Reformation 
of Mankind. 

To retum therefore to· the Argu
ment. The Miracles (I fay) which 
our Saviour wrought, were, to tbe 
DiJciples that Jaw tbem, fenfible De
monftrations of his Divine Commif
:lion. And to tboJe wbo have livea 
ji1f.Ce that Age, they are as certain 
Demonftrations of the fame Truth, 
as the TeJlimony of thofe TIrft Dif
ciples . who were Eye-witneffes of 
them, is certain and true: 1Ybicb I jba/l 
h.:z'&Je Decajon t.o confider preJtmtly. 

SeC071dly., 
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Secondly, The Divine Authority of' of ~he fM'

the Chriftian Revelation, is pofitively filling tl:e 

d d· d 1 E _!'I Propb~fiu an lrecHy prove, by t Je Xll-U as an Ew~ 
Completion both of all thoJe Prophecies der.ce Ii! 
that went before concerning OlLr Lord, and 9lir S.z-:"i. 
of thoJe that He Himfelf delh.ered O~TS ~I-
conce nzil1g things that 1/-'ere to happen ~;;JtD~~m. 
"frer. 

Concerning the MdIiah it 'I.\'a~ Of ~I::: Pro
foretuld, (Gen. 40, 10,) that he jI;':J2dd pi:={i,?S 

b ,f:". h /S d d r r h<lr :at;)! come, eJ are t e ceP.ter eparte. J rom bet); e. C',n-
JZldab: And accordll1g1y Chnfl: ap- c,;rn;",~;be 
peared a little before the Time, MeJli.lb. 

when the Jewiih Gm;ernment was 
totany deftroyed by the Romans. It 
was foretold that he iliould corne 
before the Deftrucrion of the fecond 
Temple, (H,lgg. ~, 7;) The Dcfrre of 
all Nations jlhl11 come, and I TI,ill jill 
this H01tJe with Glory, Jaith tbe LOn! 
of HoJrs; 'Ibc Glory. of this LItter HoltJe 
fhall be greater than ()f the fonner .-
And accordingly Chrift appeared, forne 
time before the DeftruCtion of the 
City and Temple. It was furetold 
that he fhould come at the End cf 
490 Years, after the rebuilding of 
:Jenrfzlcm which haa been hid waite 
during the Capti'-ity, (Dan. 9, 24;) 
and that he fhould be ClIt off; ~.nd 
that, after That, the City and Sanau,7J'Y 
Jhonld be deflro:;ed and made deJolate; 
And accordingly, at what time fo-
ever the beginning of the four hun-
dred and ninety Years can, accor-

ding 
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ding to any Interpretatinn of the 
'W ords, be f.xt; the End Gf them will 
fall about the Time of (:l1Tiit's ap
pea ring; and 'tis well known how 
entirely the City and Smctu.1J"Y were 
deft'l)yed fome Years afcer his being 
C71t off. It was foretold tha t he 
ihould 00 many great and benefi
cial Mirarles; that tbe Eyes of tlle 
Blind (Ifai. '3,), 5,) Jbollld he opencd, 
and tbe Ears of the Deaf tmfloppcd; 
that tbe Imne fi~c1.ll Jhould leap as an 
Hart, and tbc TO'i1f(IlC of tbe Dll1lIb jiug: 
And this was literally fulfilled in 
the MinlCles of Chrift; The Blind 
Hcci1Jcd tbeir Sigbt, (Matt. I I. 5,) and 
tbe Lame walked; the Deaf beard, [:5 c. 
It was foretold tl1at he fhould die 
a violent death, (Ijd. 53, tbrozlgbout,) 
and That not for bimfelf, (Dan. 9. 26,) 
1mt for 01lr TranfgrcjJiol1s, (Ifai. 53; 'j, 
6, & I2,) for the Iniquity of lIS all, 
and that he might bear tbe Sin of 
many:, All which, was exaCtly ac
compliilld in the Sufferings of Chrifr. 
It was furetold, (Gen. 49, Ie,) that 
to bim ihould the gatbering of tbe 
People be, and (Pfitl. 2, 8,) that God 
woulcl give bim tbe Hcatbc1l for his 
rllheritcmce, and the zct7110jJ P.lrts of tDe 
Eclrtb for his Po.ffeJlion: which was 
punctually fulfilled by the wonderful 
Sucrefs of the Gof~)el, and its uni~ 
ver[al fpreaning through the ·World. 
Lafrly, Many minuter Circumfi:ances 

were 

• 

, 
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were foretold of the Meffiah; that 
he fhould be of the Tribe of JlIdab, 
and of the Seed of David; that he 
fhould be born in the Town of 
Bethlehem (Mic. ,), 2;) that he fhould 
tide lIpon an AJs in humble Triumph 
into the City of J ernfalem, (Zech. 9., 
9;) that he fhonid be fold for thir
ty pieces of Silver, (Zech. I I, 12 ;) 
that he fhould be Scollrged, BZlffr;tcrI., 
tt?td Spit '''P011, (lfai. 50, 6;) that bis 
Hands and Feet fhould he pierced., 
(pfal. 22, 16;) that he fhoulrl be 
llumbred among MalefaB:ors, (IIai. 
53, 12;) that he fhould have G.dl 
and Vinegar offered him to drink, 
(Pfal. 69, 2 I;) that they who faw 
him crucified, fhould mock at him., 
and at his trufling in God to deliver 
him, (pfal. 22, 8;) that the SoHiers 
fhould caft Lofts for his Garments, (pfal. 
22, 18;) that he ihould make bis Gra've 
witb the Ricb, (Ifai. ') 3, 9; and that 
he fhould rife again without feeing 
Corrllption, (pfal. 16, 10.) All which 
Circumftances were fulfilled to the 
greateft pomble exaB:nefs, in the Perfon. 
of Chrift: Not to mention the number
lefs typical Reprefentations, which had 
likewife evidently their complete Ac
complifhment in Him. And 'tis no lefs 

, evident, that none of there Prophecies 
: can poHibly be applied to any other 
'" Perfon, that ever pretended to be the 
: Meffiah • . , 
, , , ,. 

i ,', , 
" r 

, 
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t'}fthe. Further; The Prol")he<;:ics or Pre-
p..~/,beCll:.f .. litl:iol1s which Chrift delivered Him-
tb.tt C/;,II/ fc If . 1 . h 
him (e!f de· c., cOTIC"crnll1g t ungs t at were to 
Jiv~re.' hal)pcn after; 2.re no lefs fhong Proofs 
co~cernil7g of the Truth and Divine Authority 
tbl17!!,S that of his Docrrine than the Prol)hecies 
were to '.' . 
h.lppen 4- were, whIch went before concernlng 
ter. Him. He did ver}T 1?articularly and 

at feveral times fortell his own Death, 
and the Circumftances of it, ( Matt. 
16, :2 I;) that th.e cbief Priefls and 
Sc,.ibe.s jhollld condemn bim to Dearb, 
and deliver him to the Gentiles, that 
is, to Pilate and the Roman Soldiers, 
to mock and fcouJ'ge and crucify bim, 
(Matt. 2C, J 8 & 19;) that he {hould 
be betrayed into their Hands, (Matt. 20, 

] 8;) that Judas Ifcariot Was the per
fon who l,vould betray bim, (Matt. 26, 
:2 3;) that all his Difciples would 
forJake him and flee, (Matt. 26, 3 I ;) 

th:.\t Peter particularly, would thrice 
deny him in one Nigbt, (Mar. 14, 30.) 
He foretold further, that he would 
1'ife again tbe tbird Day. (Matt. 16, 
2 I;) that after his Afcenfion, he 
'would fend down the Holy Ghoft 
upon his Apoftles, (Jub. I), 26;) 
which fuould enable them to work 
many Miracles, (Mar. 16, 17.) He 
foretold a1fo the Dcjinlilion of Jel'lIfil
lem with fuch very particular Circul11-
fiances, in the whole 24th Chapter 
of St lItfattbew, and the I ~th of St 
Jyf.lrJ.:., and '2. i}f ()f St LlIke; th<tt 

no 
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no lvIan who rearts JoJepblls's Hiftor~ of 
t'-lat dreadful and unparal1ellcri <;:alam I.ty , 
can, without the greateft Obftmacy Im
aginable, doubt of our Saviours divine 
Fore-knowledge. Laftly, He foretold 
likewife many particulars concerning 
the future Succefs of the Gofpel, and. 
what fhculd hapl)en to feveral of Ris 
Difciples: He foretold what Oppofttion 
and Perfecution they fhould meet withal 
ill their preaching, (Matt. I C, 17;) He 
foretold what particular kind of Death 
St Peter fbould die, (Job. 2 J, 18;) and 
hinted, that St Jolm fbould live till aftt"r 
the deftruB:ion of Jerufalem, ("fob. 2J, 

~2 ;) and foretold, that notwithitanding 
all Oppofition and Perfecutions, the 
Gofpel {bould yet have [nch S~;cce[s, as 
to fpread it felf over the "\Vorlc1, (.L~I.1tt. 
16,18; 24, 14; 28, 19.) All and every 
one of which particulars, 'were exaCtly 
accomplifhed, without failing in any 
refpeB:. 

Some of thefe things are of permanent 
and vifible EffeCts, even unto this Day. 

: Particularly the ca tivityand cEfperilon 
• of the Je\\rs, throug allNations, for more 
: than r600 Years; and yet their continu
; ing a diftinct People, in order to the 
; fulfilling the Prophecies of things ftill 
1 future: This (I fay) is part:imlarl.'- a 
, permanent Proof of the Truth (.f the 

Antient Prophecies. But the greate-:t 
f part of the Inftances above-rnelltioned, 

were fenfible and Deutl1' Dc'1Jl07;jl r.lt iolts of 
the Truth of our Lords Doctrine, only to 

I i thorl.~ 
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TtJC E7Jidences 0 Natural 
thofe perfons who lived at the Time 
when they happened. Wherefore, 

Thirdly, The chief Evidence of the 
Facts on which the Truth and Certainty 
of the Chrifl:ian Revelati@n depencls, tOo 
U~ wbo li1Je 710117 at tbis diflanr;e of Time, 
is the Teflimouy of Oll}" ScmioJlrs Followers; 
'Which in all its Circumftances, was the 
mofl: credible, certain, and convincing 
Evidence, that was ever gi".lren to any 
Iv:Iatter of F2.ct in the World. 

WIJ.lt 
tbillgs m'e To make the Teftimony of our Savi-
r;:11djitr!ours F,Jllowers a fufficient Evidence to 
f(. n1.11:e Us in This Cafe, there can be required 
~:.:}:p- bu: t~1efe three things. 1ft. That .it he 
our S,wi' cerlam, the Apoftles could not be Impo- , 
ouu LWei- fed upon The71lftl7.Jes. 2. That it be cer-
1'[e)' (:COT/:.- tain, they neither had nor could have 
F!c:e £.'1.'/' any delign to impofe upon Otlm s. And 
«(Me'. ~. That it be certain, their Teftimony 

is truly CO?l1Jeyed down to us, unto this 
Day. All which things are indeed almn
clantly certain, and clear enough to 
fatisfie any reafonable and unprejudiced 
Perrun. 

n.!! rbi! Fm' L That the A poftles could not be 
.r.il'"if!ej" jmpnfcfl upon Tbemph.cs, is evident from 
(Oti.'d /;v/ w1)at has heen alre:ady Lid concerning 
It' IlIIpa,ed the lVc;ture and .1.Yllm/Jcr und PZlblicknt: rs 
I'P"II ,hem, J

d
' 

ie!t':~, of our Sayiours j).iiIMin. Theyconverfe 
fr"l11 the beginnllog with onr Sa,"iour 
himfr;:lf; They "f.7rd with their Ears, 
~il1J Jll'IJ with 'their Eyes; they looked 
71"'n71, 2ntl they Z,aJ:dled 1T'itb tbeir EmJ, 
c" IlJC 1Fc,rd of Life, as St Jolm exprei1cs 

, 
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; t, .• Jol~1~ J, 1. They faw a 11 the Pro-
phecies of the Old T eftament precifd y ful-
FlIed in hjs Life and Doctrine, his Suffer-
ings and DcC(tb. They faw him confirm 
what he. taught, wit.h fuch mighty and 
fvidellt Miracles, as his bittereft and mof!: 
ma1icious Enemies could not but c.onfefs 

• 

to be fupeq)atural, even at the fame time 
that they obftinately blafphemed the 
Holy Spirit that wrought them. Thev 
faw him alive after his P4ji01l, by 11l.niy 
infallible Proofs; he appearing, not only 
to one or two, but to aU the Eleven, 
fe-veral times, and once .to above five 
hundred together. And this, not merely 
ina tranfient manner; but they converf
ed with him familiarl v for no lefs than 

. forty Days.; and at -taft they beheld 
, him afcend ·vifibly into Heaven; ann 
: quickly after, the received the Spi-
I. rit, accol;ding to lis Promife. Thefe 

were fuch fenfible Demolljlr.:rtio11l of his 
being a Teacher fent from Heaven~ 
and confequemly that his Doctrine was 
an immedi~te: and exprefs Revelation 
of the WiU of God; that If the 
Apoftles, even though they had heen 
Men of the 1l7eakefl Judgme11ts and 
jlr011gE'jl Imaginations that C2.11 be fup-
1) of ed, could be all and everyone 
of them deceived in all thefe i'eyeral 
Inftances; I\Ien can ha ... ·e 110 ufe of 
their Senfes, nor any poHible Proof 
uf an)· Fads whatfucver; nor any means 
to diitinguilh the bell: attefred Truths i. 

I i -: t~ 



The E'Vidences 0 atural 
the Wor1d, from Eiuhufiaftick Imagina~ 

• Hons. 
That tbl! 2. It is certain, the Apofiles nei· 
~~t/7,a1..e ther had nor could have any defign 
1/~ dejign of of impofing upon Others. This is 
impojingjlip· evident both from the Nature of the 
{)n (Jtbey.-. things they did and fuftered, and 

from the CharaCters of the Perfons 
themfelves. They confirmed what they 
taught, by Signs and Miracle5: they 
lived according to the DoCtrine they 
preached, though manifeiHy contrary 
to aU the Interefts and Pleafures of 
this pl'efent World; and, which De· 
ceivers can never be fuppofed to do, 
they died with aU imaginable cheer
fulnefs and joy of Mind, for the 
Teftimony of their DoCtrine, and 
the confirmation of their Religion. 
They were innocent and plain Men, 
Men that had no had Ends to ferve,. 
nor Preferment to hope for in the 
World. Their Religion it felf taught 
them to expeCt, not dominion and 
glory, not the praife of Men, not 
riches and honour, 110t power and 
eafe, not pleafure nor profit; but 
poverty and want, trouMe and vexa
tion, perfecntion and oppreiIion, 1m
pl'ifonments, baniiliments and de2th. 
Thde things are not the marks and 
tokens of Impoftors. Befides; the 
SlIcajs and l'.7)ent of their Underta
king; that plain anrl miterate Men 
llionid be able to preach their Do-

arille 
• 

• 



end Rc'Vealcd Religion. 
thine to many different Nations of 
different Languages, and "prevail alfo 
in cftablifhing the Belief of it; that 
they- fhoulcl all agree exaCl:ly in their 
Teftimony, and none of them be 
prevailed upon either by Hopes or 
Fears to defert their Companions and 
difco~er the Impofture, if there had 
l)een any; Thefe things l)lainly fhow, 
that their DoCl:rine was more than 
Humane, and not a Contrivance to 
impofe upon the 'VOrlLl. This Ar
gument is excellently urged by EztJe
bills; b it a thing poffible t'J be co1l
aivea, faith >{-- he, tbat De
ceivers al~a 1l1llearned Men, 
Men tbat l1111Ierjfood 1%0 o
ther Langflage /lnt their 
Mother-tongi/e, jhoztZa ever 
tbi11k of attempting fa ex
travaga1tt a tbiug, as to 
travel over all }latio1!\? 
ana not only fa, hilt tbat 
tbe] ]honld be able alfo 
to accom lifb their aeJign, 
ana eflab ifb tbeir aoilrine 
in all parts of tbe lrorld? 
ConJider more01,er bow re
markable a tbing it is, 
tbat tbey Jbonld in ?to re
Ipea difagree one from a
not her , in tbe Ae-"coltnt 
tbey g,lve of tbe AElio1ts of 
Cbrijf. For if i1% all §lle
Jliom of RIa, and in all 

I i 3 
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3 !. 6 e E'Vidences ~ Natu-ral 
ltOV-rrL J r-ft<t~-m;v, v-u~i!l v'y,lls ,Tt LaJI', aud in alt 
7t. ::1""{,.,:}Il~ T';-rrdV ~X.Ta~, ordiu,lry DiJ(Jl£tes, tbe agree-
a1T V7t)JV .3"d.Ut-l

cf
.71.uJ IlUV-- 11le)[t oJ" re7Jcr,rl TYitnetr,;s 

qJ~v,cG~' &m~J\IY~€V@.!:' 'J J' JJ' 
1H~~7Uell""VT"'V)'=HI~ is alw.1Ys accolmted fufjici
lI~ ~ 'hUTI! m:re:.;~}'(..<~- eut to determine fati.;faEto
VOl~, ~.'" dVIJ'f"'Tt, J'ltl l'i1y the M.ltter in @Jtefli~ 
~ 'et.hivfI:lv rJ'lro!Mvli~ ~. ~ 
.".d~lI~ cilltZet.~ 'f1 ~vcG11l; 01! ; z:; it not an ablC1l-
£~reb.OemoIlJlr.lt.£.'1Ji!1Jg. d,mt Evidence of the Tl'ntb 
lib. 3. up. 2. in Tbis caJe, that Twelu 

Ap~flles, al1d Seventy Dif 
ciple.r, and imlllmcrable otber Believers, 
have bont witnefs to the AEtio1ts of Chrijf, 
1J1itb tbe mofl exact and p~Jfect Agree
ment a11l01rg themJelves; and not 0111y Ja, 

• 

bItt bave endured alfo all kinds of To 1'

me1tts, and e1len Death it filf, to COlL' 

firm their TeJlimollY: Again; That illi
ter,1te Men, faith the, 
jhc<uld preach tbe ])lame of 
Cbrijl in' all parts of tlJe 
JYol'ld; fome of them in 
Rome it Jell, tbe i111peri.!l 
City ~ otbers, in PerJia i 
otbers, in Arme7lb:, otben1 

in P.:l1 tbia; otber:~, i7! &y
tbi.'t i otken, in Judi,e ad 
the fztrtbcfl Parts of tbe I 

IVorld:, an.{ others, be)'JJ1z:i 
the Sect, in the Britiih 
IJles: '1~0is I CI.!1l7tot but 
t bi71k tv be a 1 bi1rg f.!r 
exceedi1lf, t be Power of .1l:f.n: ;, 
much }]Iorc, tbe Powcr (j 
igl1oJ'ant aud unlearncd 111c71 i 

(17Id flill ?711lcb 1110re, the 
Pun'er of ('beats and 1)(. 
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ceiven. And again: ]"-0 
one of them, faith :{. he, 
being ever terriJied (It the 
Torments and DeathI of 
others, fo/fook bi~ Cr,m
pmtions, or ever preclched 
contrary to t bem, and d::
tected the fo),ge!'y. .iY.,y, on 
the ccntr.!}"y, 7 b",t 077(':' who 
did forJY7~e hi; kTlJh· in 
his Life-time, a1/d betr"y 
bim to his E1:emi~s; beiflg 

, -
. ~ " :t :. -;-'..:t , 

, r; . r ' ,.. .~ 

'if' ~ "II ~! ~ . ~ ct r", (J.:! ;l.: J:/.. -;-:.; ~ . '. 
~;~a.;/~\Pi1~~'~/'f -;f'!.:P;'$';~ .. 
;r. -... , ,., 

;~;>i1 n'; E.T':1).f.).~;-:~;J d.t-, ,.. "'. , 
j ~?.:,?~ ... ~= nl; ~;'/ :.; Sl> .. .. 

1!.1Ii. 

SeIJ-condelll1!e:l, d ~'./l ro.,·t d him f' if 1l' ir b 
his 01J,'1l H.l11ds. And muc'l more 
to the fame Imq:oi'e, may be Lun1 
excellt:ntly faiel b:: the fai1:e .. A.u-
thor, in the S:;,:e1Itb Cb",nte)" of t1:e 
Tbird Book of his Demoljlr.ltio Eu.m-
gelir:a. 

;. It is Yery certain, that the A- Tb .. t fl.'!' 

poUles TeftimonT concerning the Ap; ;.'=i 
~l T k 1 I) t' f CT· -. T ... t {.7;;n J 
vv or.s anc OC flne 0 ,l1"11t, 15 trw t.;:!; t~en 

1?J and wit bout ror)'upti01l (01F.'e-red dow;! (1"1" c:n
to Us, even unto this Day. For they t~.\d.t;>wlI 
left this their Teftimom= in t;leir ,\Vi-i- :, v,. 
tings: \\Thich ,\\Tritiugs "h~,-e been de~ 
livered down to \IS bv :111 rminter-
rupted Sllcceffion throllgh 2.11 in ter-
mediate Ages. Their Books were all 
tranfiatecl ,"erY early into feyeral 
Languages, al1d djfperfed thn1 ugh all 
parts of the "World; anll have n1L'!t 
of them been acknc·wledgeJ to he 
the genuine \\Tritings of t,~o1"c w'1l'l~ 

I i 4- 1'.a:ll~$ 
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Names they bear, even by the bitterefl: 
Enemies of Chril1ianity in all Ages. 
Paffages, containing the moft material 
Doctrines, have been cited out of 
them by numbcrlefs Authors, who li
ved in every Age from the very 
Days of the A poftles un to this time; 
So that there is no room or poHi
bility of any confiderable corrllptitm, 
fuch as might in any wife diminifh 
our certainty of the Truth of the 
whole. In Summ; There is no mat
ter of Fact in the World, attefted 
ill any Hiftory, with fo many circum
frances of credibility, with fa many col
lateral Evidences, and in every re
fpect attenneri with fa many Marks 
of 1'r1,1th; as This concerning the Doct
rin e and Works of Chrift. 

of the AI!. And here, by the by,. it is to ~e 
tborityof obferved, that the peculIar Authorzty 
tbe BJo/.:.s which we attribute to the Books Lf 
nf i!0/Y Holy ScriptllJ'e contained in the .1VC-W 

Scnpture. Tejfamel1t, is founded in this; th2.t they 
were written or rliCtated by the A
pojfleg tbemfel-ves. The A110ftles 'were 
indued with the miram10lls Gifts of the 
Holy Ghoft, at Pel1tecojf: Ann this 
not only inah1ed them to preach the 
Dodrine of Chrift with Power, but alfo 
effeCtually fecurecl them from making 
any crruur, miftake, or falfe repre
fentation of it. And the very nUt1C 

Authority that by this finguiar Pri
viledge was adde,l to their Prcllchi;% 

{Ill 



Ifnd Retz-·e?lled Belif/ion. 
c':'-

'tis manifeft ought fur the fame rca
[cms to he cqualiy attributul tr) their 
W-ritings alfo. Now aU the Br;r ik,; 
of the New Teftament were cit},r-r 
written by the Apoi-tles: or, w::ir-h 
is the very fame thing, C!fprfj7;ed ,71<d • 
autbori-z.ed by them. ivloft of the 
Books were uncontroyer:-ecJly writ:c.n 
by the Apojllt:s the'HIfoh'es -; St P.1;tl 
having been made (·ne of that num
ber by a CommiJLon from Heayen, 
no lefs viiible and fenfible, than 
that which was granted to the reft 
at Pentrcofl; And thofe Books which 
were written by the Comp;mions of 
the Apofiles, were either dictated 01: 

at leaH: apFfoved and :mthorifd l-y 
t 11e Apoftles Themfeh-cs. Thus Eu
fibillS expreil:r t<:.:11s us, that St Perfr 
reviewed and approved the Gafpel of 
St j'vl1f'k, and that >(- it 
1V,'15 tbis approbation th.1t 
allt~oriJd it to be reaiL'd 
by tbe Cl.llIrcbe~. ~o\.nd 
Ire71&l!s; that t 1l'h.!t S; 
:i\fark wrote, W..t5 diEl.nd 
by 5t Peter; an,l t b.1t II 
tbe GoJpd of St Luke, 
was only a Tr.11IJcript of 
St Paul's pre"1Lbi1T<~. And 
Tertttlli,m in like manner; 
that .If. St 'Mark 1:',1S od..; 
St Peters Scribe, ,.;:.i S't 
Luke St Pauls. ~-\nJ 
Eflfobil/s; that St }/1l1 

/ ~ . 1-..... c.. "I. 

till.,' (:1, d i fei p ulu~ &: 
in;erprc; rail, qu:<: ~ 
i'~frJ an:1UnciaCl crao-, 
edi.l it. I,:n. 'lb. -;. c. ! . 

U LIOO.lS fet1:ltcr P '%u-
Ii, quod ab illo pi:J'd iCl

b.lCer EV.1nge'il:m in li
bro ('ondid!c. U. blt/, 
Vide &: T~rfU;ii.lr.. alb.'. 
JH.l,,·on. I1b • .l. 

Of' Licec & JLrou cued 
edidir, P,:,i Jdtirn-,c~ur 
•• If 1 , 

CU.1L:S lIlrerprc~ "''').,0 . 
. :t!:Q . .. 



The E;~l.'idences of at ural 
nam & LIl(~ Digefium" 'talJo reviewearheGofpels of 
F.llI 'o adfcribere. falenc. St Mark ana St Luke 
T~rtull. "av. .:7d:trcicn. ~ 

, mea confirmed the V'lltb of 

, 

them. And, to mention 
RO more, the fame Hifto
rian tells us, that (befides 
fome fmaIler reafons draWll 
from fome ,miftaken Paf
fages in _the Book it 
felf) the chief reafon \vhy 
the Authority of the 

Epiftle to the Hebr.ews was queftioned 
, , by fame, ,was II bec'auJt: 

II T :Vf.~ n:I7.f{{t.~ 'tlu!: they thought, ,it not to he 
'lIfeh E,&-.~t. r,rfo~. Tit' written by St Paul bim-, .. [ . 
Pruwd<1JY6> tK.l(.~l'" ~ r.lf ~" felt". 
n:t.JM J =.v a.tiT~v rlli77M - :J • 
'jlsri}.:tl ~r,,,GtV1E!O.: IJ.. lih. ~. ' 

, 

c. 3-

that tb~ 
£v irlc/tcl! 
'which Gael 
h,ts II{ 
fouled ItS 

of the 
Truth 0 
tilt, }te ,. 
• • 
1M, IS ". 
~b"ntl(/lItIJ 
J Ilificicnt. 

, 

, 

XV" Laflly, They wbo wiD ?tot, by 
the, ArgzI11ze1tts and, P)'oof~ before-me,r
ti01tCa~ be C011Vi1tced 0/ . tbe J'ruth a1ril 
Cer.tainty of the Cbrijfimz Religiolt, anil 
he perJwaJed to 11uke ,it the Rille a'la 
Guide oj' all. their A[fion~; 'Wollid ?tot 
he C01t1JiltCeJ, (ft .f.:rr as to Iltjbumce their 
PractiJe altd 1:eform their Lives,) by 
any other E1liatJltce wluztfoever; 110 '}tot 
thougb Olle ./hauld rife oj! pztrpoJc frol1' 
t/ie Dead to i,lacavoztr to c()1H1im;e tbem. , , 

From what has been faid Ul)Ol1 the 
foregoing Heads, it 'is pbundantly 
evident that Men are not' ,c~l1ecl Ull
on to believe the Chriftian Religioll 
without very rcafonable and fufficient 

,', l?roof ; 

I 
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. '(lnd Revetded Relig io·n. ; j t 
Proof.. muth lefs 'are '+ ';"()'.l~.h, 15"'1.J OJ;"-' 

tl~ey.¥. required to fet V.J,~' ,imf"(1~T1I'-r.:.~ JI -'~c."" 
up Fai tb in o'ppofi tiol1 ~~~l~"t.~ "tro:L~ ~t···,'.~;: . 
to ReaJon; or to believe (~- ·d 1.I.r..i :'f.c'; 

any thil1U for that Ver}T 1171"6 '0;-';; 1':;':;"1$ H: . . v.;,.: ; 
t ·r.'bo r, 't" all ni'd..~v, ~~ E<,,':;','., eal-on, eea Ul. e 1 is 111-, " ,~.,. , 

d 'bi (.Ul.' r:J:1 r;oT~' riJ :';:~:I 
ere 1 e. On the COTI- ei~ l',i:v iI c!d;u,;, Ifr. 
trary, God has given us d,?f;$'·''''':a.: n ;:, ... ..; i':a.:;. 

-all the Proofs 'cf the pel' a/~I~' . - '-!,I' 
f ' ," '7 • , 

T h f 1'" h c: ~ tp~!J."" r.:1J ~ 'f.J ~}.' . Tut o' our Re .. l§pon, t. at ""V Gi";c0~o" Ori6"n . .:Iot'v, 

the Nature of the Thing eel/. lib. 1. 

would bear, or that were 
I€afonable either for God 
to give, or Men to expect. And udefs 
CQd fhould wotk upon Men 1:-y fllCh 
M~thods, as arc\vholly inconiiftent with 
the Deiign of Religion and the Y Q

ture of Yirtue and Vice; ¥:hich "\";e 
are fare he will 'never do; not~i:- g 
could have been done more, t }~:::l1. 
has already been done, to q)l~ "\':~'_:c 
·~t1el1. of the Truth of Religion, 2..1" .l 
to perfwade them to embrace t>.c:'r 
own Ha·ppinefs. AnlI indeed no J':,a

J01lable Man can fail of being per
fuaded by the Evidence 'we noW' 
]lave. . For if in otber Cafes, \ve ar· 
fen t to thore Things as ccrLT i 1! and 
demo1ljfrated, which, if our F.:(uZries 
of j"dgi;tg and l'eajol1i1ig do not IH:cef
farily deceive us, do upon the n:dt 
impartial "View appear dc~rl)'· m:d 
l)lainly to be true; there is the Ll .. ~ 
reafOl'l why 111 llfor.tl and R,-!i.:::&,;, 
:M~tteliS we ihoul~11l'(.)1~ upon thof.~· (':;j;-;., 

1 i ;~ _ \\" j 1 ~ 
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Cau(C of 
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il1ens VII-
~eliej, is 

The E'Vidences 0 atural 
likewife to be certain and demonflrated 
whic~l upon the exacreft and moft 
deliberate Judgment we are ca
pable of making, do appear to us 
to be as clearly and certainly true, 
as 'tis ccrt3.in that our Faculties do 
not 1Zec~fJlJ'ily an'l unavoidably deceive 
us, in. all our Judgments concerning 
the N,ltZlre of God, concerning the 
proper Happine[s of Ma11, and concer
ning the Difference o-f Good and Evif 
And if in other cafes, we always 
act without the leaft hefitation, up~ 
on the Credit of good and fuffici
ent TeJlimollY; and look upon that 
Man as foo1illi and ridiculous~ who 
fuftains great Lo{[es, or lets flip 
great Opportunities and A::lvantages 
in Bufinels, only by diftrufting t:he 
mort credible and. well-attefted things 
in the \Vorl:!; 'tis plain there is 
the fame reafl'm, why . we ihould 
do fo alfo in Matters of Religion. 
So that unlefs our ACtions be de
termined by fame other thing, than 
by Reafon an] right Judgment; the 
Evidence which we have of the 
great Truths of Re:igion, ought to 
have the fame effecr upon our Lives 
and At1ions, as if they were proved 
to us by any other fort of Evi
clence that could be denred. 

'Tis true; the RcfurreCtion of Chrift, 
and his other mighty \Vorles, muft 
af(er all be confdfcd not to be fuch 

.-- ocular 



and RefTJealed Religion~ ~ 3:; 
ocular Demonftrations of the Truth not wa~t 
f h ' D" C'ffi I\f of cpt t~f" o IS • lVlne omml lon to ~>. ter- E .. id:?f'!$(! 

GeneratIons, as they were to thofe r, pro1.~ 
Men who the1z lived and Jaw him rh~ gre:lf 

and co,zverJed with him. But lince TrlJ/:k>' ~f 
h M f F n. 1 R~ Iglan. 

t e atters 0 ,iCL are as c ear- '-
ly proved to Us. as '6s poffible for 
any matter of Faa at that difiance 
of time to be; fince the E\-idence 
of This, is as great anri greater, 
than of moil: of th()fe Things on 
which Men venture the whole of their 
fecular Affairs, and on which the:~ 
are willing to fpel'd all their time 
and pains: Since (I fay) the cafe i~ 
thus; He that will rather venture 211 
that he can poffibly injey, or fuff::r; 
he that will run the hazard of 1n
fing Eternal Happinefs. and falling 
into Eternal Mifery, rather t1:an be
lieve the 1110fl credible and r.ltio;ul 
thing in the 'World, merely- becau[e 
he does not Jee it Trill; bis Eyes; 'tis 
plain that That :r.Ian does not clisbelicye 
the thing becalICe he thinks the 
E"Jidel1ce of it ?lot J1!ffcir!1ltly jlroi'g, bit 
becaufe tis cc lItr.lry to Jome p.lrticll
lar Vice of his, whic;1 makt.s it his 
Illterefl that it i110ulct not be true; 
and for tbat reafol1 he mi~bt alfo have 
disbelieved it, tho' he <had [een it 
himfelf. 1-Ien may invent w:1at ,-::;,in 
pretenfes they ple3fc, to t·xcuf'e their 
Infidelity and their "\Vickednefs; Bur 
certainly That 11an 'who can defpirc' 

t:1C 
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~!w. Authqrity bot~. of ReafQn and 
Script~Jre in' conjuna~oil; whocari 
eluue the' l)Iainefi: :Eviclcllce of mC:j.t..: 
ter o'f' Faa; whp C2n J?C cleaf ~o .:..11 
the promifes ,and lcind aO:m~mitibns 
of the Gofpel, and to an the thr<::~t
njngs . and .. terrible d~m!nti~tjQPs of 
the wrath of God, .111at;l~ known in 
good. meafure by the Light of Na
ture, and confirmed by the a(14~tion 
of exprefs Revela tiop.; CertaiIfly (I 
fay) That Man TIm:(l: have fom~ o
ther Reafo1z for his un1!elief, th~n 
the preten<ied ,\-Vant of fuffi'cient .Evi
dence. Dicl Men. fonow the. u.Upre
judiced judgl1).ellt of their own Mil~ds, 
and the. impaxtial diCi:ates of natural' 
Reafon; the leaf!: poHibility of· ob
t?ining eternal Happinefs, or the Ieaft 
fufpicion of falling into endlefs ¥i
fery, would immediately determine 
them to make it the great fludy 
and bUllnefs of t]leir Lives, to obtain 
the one anel to avoid the Other. . If 
then we fee Men aCt direCtly contra:;. 
ry to this l1atural principle,' and 
all1lo:ft wholly l1egleCl: thefe things, 
110t only when there is a fair aI.J
pc.~mU1ce alHl Probability of their be
l'. ~~ t ,U(', W11ich the Light of Na· 
111 " i;' i,(:lf aHnrds; but alfo when 
: 1 .' :(' ;:; ,:11 rc::t((-mab1c Evidence given, 
I';i":' i".i1ig Ccrt,liulYirtl<.', h C);.

.~".'r-~ .. ~'. :{I. /:·:.:11('.lt ill the Gn(i:\("I ; Is 
.1 I~ J k· " ;.. ; "';" i' ;. ',.: ~ ! ~ 1 L .-tt' ft . (": 1 ~. r (;' 11 

.. " ,01 \ ..... 



and Ketvealed Religimi: 
are goverl1e~, not by rea[ol1 and the 
force of Evidence, but by fome 0 ~ 
tbr:r very different CauJ~ of their Acti-
()ns? 

What that Caufo is, is very appa- But Our 
rent from the Lives and ACtions of Wick~dn~.r,' 
moft 0f thofe perfons, who pretend and urg .. · 
want of Evidence to be the gro'.:lid -,.~,~~d ... 
f h · I fid l' Th' L' I't " LII(r J, a,_ o t <:lr n <: Ity. . elr llJ[~', tneu :i:= ')1:1), • 

A petztes, their A:fJectzons are liitereft- r:au(~$ (If 
They are Lovers of Y ice and. '';Jrina~: 

Debauchery, and Slaves to Eyil H2.- Inpdw.). 

bits and Cuftorns: And therefore they 
are not willing to difcern the Evi-
dence, which would compel them to 
believe That, which yet !lley call-
not believe with any Comfort, fo 
long as they refolve not to part with 
their beloved Vices. Their hearts and: 
affeCtions are habitu2.lly :fixt upon 
things here below; and therefore they 
will not attend to the force of anT 
Argument, that would raife their Af
feCl:ions to things alwue. Th-ty are 
intlaved to the fenfual Plc~i~ll·is and. 
finfu} Injoyments of E.z tb; and 
therefore they wl11not hf[',rkcl1 to 2nv 

• J 

reafonable convidion, \";"ic1
, wou1.i 

perfwade them to rclillql::fh thefe 
prcfent Gratifications, for t r:c [Ll tmc 
and more Spiritu:..l Jo~-s c'f HCQi't'n. 

The Love of this prefent '\Vorl.1 has 
-¥- Minded their E'n;:s; and. 
therefore they ;,t'ccive ."ot 
the Tbillgs of "be Spirit 



The E'Vidences 0 Naturai 
of God; For tbey are 
foolifi'nefs lI71to them; nei
ther cal1 they hrow them, 
ber:allfe they are .fpiritJI.1lly 
diJerned. In a "\Vord: The 
true and only reafon, why 
Men love darkller~ ,'ather 
than light; is, ber;aJlfe their 
Deeds are c'vil . 

.And :0 And This reafon, afford:; a fufficient 
101:6 :U A . d d 1 M fh Id liie" Me ccount In ee, w 1y .1 len ou 
l/Ider tbe be very unwil1ing to believe the Do
Dominion chines of Chri[tianity. If they are 
of their refolved not to reform their Lives 
Lllfts they, . d h d·[.' 
'Would n~t tIS no won ~r t ey care not to 1-

be con1.';n- cern. the EVldence of thore Truths, 
ced, th.augh which muft needs make them very 
the e1J/- uneafy in the midft of the injo}r-
d ence off 'L..r. f 1 1 r. 
Religion ment 0 all tneIr dn u P ealures. In 
was c'ven this cafe, were the Proofs of the 
much Truth of our Religion much ftronger 
flronger t] h 1 h h than it iI. Ian t cy are, ,or t lan t ey can e 

imagineci. Qf defired to be; yet Hill 
there Men would be in the very 
fame cafe, and perpetually want :ihong
er and ihonger Evidence. 'Tis true; 
many Men, who Now are confcious 
and willing to acknowledge, that 
they act contrary to all the reafo
nable Evidence and Convictions of 
Religion; are ncverthelefs very apt 
to imagine withjn themfelves, that if 
the great Truth£ of Religion were 
l)fOved to them by [orne ftronger 
Evidence, they JhOllld by that means 

be 

! , 
I 
• , , 
• 
• , 



and Ret:""vcaled Religion. 
he wrought upon to act otherwife than 
they do. But if the true reafrm why 
thefe Men act thus foolifhly, i:; not Le
ranfe the DoClril1es of Religion are not fllf
ficiently evi.:lencen, but hecaufe The) 
tbemfelves are, without alla-wing them
[elves time for Confideration, hurried 
~way by fome unruly PaiEons to ad cti
recHy contrary to all Reafon and Evi
dence; 'tis plain (unlefs God {hnl).ld ir
refiftibly compel them) they might Well 
continue to aCt as they do, though the 
Evidence of there things were really grea
ter than it is. They ;:!re willing fondl}" 
to imagine, that if they had E\"ed in our 
Saviour's time; if they had heard his 
l)reaching, anrl ft:en his :Miracles; if the)r 
had h2ri the adyantage of beholdir..g thofe· 
mighty \VorIes, which he \HOUS .1t for 
the proof of his Divine CQmmil1~on; ::t'i 
the Jews then harl: they fho·.ll.l not like 
them have rejdled the cOlmf I cf Gad ,1-
gai11jl tbe71lfolt:es, but with an cheerful-
11.:fs have believed his Doctrine, and t:ffi

br2ced his Religirm. They f2.ncy, they 
ihould immcrl.i?.tel v h2..ve becoiTe Di[
ciples of Chrifi:; "ann that the Truths 
which he t::nght, \,"ould },a,,"e h3.d a IT.oft 
powerful Influence upon the \,-hole courfe 
of their Lives. Ani if their Hearts 
and. AffcB:ions were not i"'d lll,on T!J:s 
lrorld, more than UPl'l1 [1;:' 1:::'Xt; 

:if they value..1 not the prtI·nt o:joymor:s 
of S~'?i.fo, abm"e the espdr,)tiGlI, ~f rbc C?io-
1) that Jball be rt"7.Jf.1Id; moit certall11~" 
they would (10 the f.tm~ lIDn', But if 

K k thel.!: 
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The Ervidence.s () Natural 
their Hearts be fet upon earth1y things, 
alHl their Pailiolls be ftrongcr than aU the 
Argnments of' Reafon ; if they do incleed 
it) love the P1eafilres of Sin liOW, as that 
they cannot perfuacle themfelves by all 
the l\1otiYes of Religion to livE: -like 
Chriftians; we need not qudtion tn af
firm, that they might very well have 
been in the fame cafc, though they b,lll 
lived in our Saviour's time. The Je1V~ 
:11"<:: a notorious and ftanding Inftance, 
hnw far Prejudice, Env:r

, Prid.e and Af
fection, are able to prevail over the ftrong
('ft Cm'l\-iaions. \\"hen our Saviour be
gan to rreach that he was fent from 
Glxl to infhuCt them in their Duty, they 
rt'C]uircd 2_ Sign of him, and they ll'OllU 

hlin.'c him; but when he had wrought 
fo ITan"r l\:Iirades, th8.t e("f]l tbe Jrorld ic 
Jt'~f could iiOt contain tbe Bo:&s if tht:y Jbu1l1d 
all be i"i i ttt"lt, t:-:ey" l1er:1iiTcri ftill in their 
J!lfiJelit~,r_ v.rhen they CiW him l1ang-
ing Ul")011 the Crofs, <illcl thought them
±"dn:;; it. cure cf him, tl~ey Giid, Let bim 
7!(;W C()llI~' dcwJ! from tbe U"Cf~, and ll'e ",iit 
/Jl'iico"e him: lint w;1cn 1:c ~U"ofe out cf 
the Gr~ln~, wherci;l he ]lad lain three 
Days \';hich '\-3.S a n:uch greater and - , 
more ("01' ,-i ncil1g ]\11 irac 1 (:' ; they grew more 
huclned and obftimte in their Fnhdief. 

p,;,I', I'nt 0: hers t h<:re arc ,,-ho imagille, that , , ~ 

et~/'"!I.'(J jC the: ,r cOllH but be cOIn-inccel of the 
on/' ;10:, I,t 'r 1 - f 1 1,\' II I 1-
rif . .' ~(' /,/{,"- rut 1 n ~Il:r.~.'er" or:1 )'.: tl,e C.ppear-
p/' ':'''111 8.I1CC of ' IIC fent (bredl.'- fr,)m that U1:

tbe- Llt',/,t kllO',\'!1 S::1te, their \\,l~llU immec1iaLcly 
/11. I.O"".':/)(~ become ll<::W Crc;~ tli res: r II t it God fholl 11 
t~~IIl. i' . t-'>+1"; \' ~.L '-' . 

• 
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fatisfy their l1nr(:a{;,r:aj,]c D'_fl'an';S 1'",~ 
iCn,]ilig onc on Fl1Q;ofc fr0111 t :-r: } (;t,l t-() 

cOD1:ince tJlcm; t:Jcrc is little- Ror'!n h 
douht, but as (- C" hC3rkel':e r l l1f)t !'f' ;U,;
re~ and the P/opl:et, to Chr~!t :,J'(; : :, A
·poftles; [0 lIeithe.r Tl"wld tbr:J I;; reI Jiudt'd 
(v 0ue rijing on vurpofe fFni;,' tl.l" JJo,d, 
They TI',ight inclee_~ be at firft fl!!'~-ri%e'!. 
l'mcl terrified, at the AFpcCir:t:'cc: (If 1'J 
unl1[llal anrl ufJexpeCtf(l a ~\tc:iT(;n::e;(:'r: 
But as \'Vic1:ecl ~len UP"J1 a BeJ (f Sic-k
nefs, at tl' ~ arr:a7:ing apli[,a',':1 (,f n(;:.tt!l 
ann. Etuniry, refoh-e in the utn;(,ft aJ'!
guiln of Horrour and Defpair, to :m~cnn. 
t:,eir Lii:es and forfake t::eir Sins; bc!t 
as [oon as the Tenour i~ on.r, a::.:~ t:~e 
(1 anger of Death l'afr, rl:.t'.ifn 10 t>:~':r 0U 
Haht cf Sin and Fo1h- ~ So it i:i n;0re - , 
than probable, :it we,u'd Le i:l t 1:e ~"e-
fent Cafe. S~culcl Geld fel'ld a :'\le:'fT~~:~ 
ger from the Dead. to ::tiTLI!e :\Te:1 c,r ~he 
c' , 

Certainty of a future ~t2t:', arld t~:.e ran..: 
ger of their rreCent \T,' i,-lee, tL<:L; ::lii7 'on 
as the fright was n't-c:r, :1nd t~-\:.il' 1'1'c(.:!:t 
terrible Aprrcherifioi}s cC?,it-~, 't~~ b~,- 1:8 

means impoHible ('If i(ll~:rub~bl(' t>;:t 
their 01<1 yicious Hahits awi b~lc,\-e 1 ~:L5 
-thouH agai;1 by degrees pre,-:;il (',,'cf 
them. Some there arc in ('I!l' ',:1'( C.::~: 

• 

Age, v ... ho pretend to l'e I,'('m-in,ed cf 
the Being of Spirits h,:.- tJ',e 1-(1'.'erfcl ,:c
monih-ation of tl-:eir C,\'~j Sc'!', (c~ ~ .:\!:ci 
yet we do not obj~r\'(:', th;H dcir Li\'e, 
• 
are n,ore n:mark1bh- t:mi!~c-nt [.'f (,X"''T,-



T/;~ Ervidences 0 ']:.latural 
dence of the Gofpel, go on in a fo'Ler, 
confiant, and regular Exercife of V irttle 
and Righteouii-lefS. 

TIJ.ttfl'cll!- . 'Tis not therefore for want of fuffi
fOit!, fa ('ient Evidence, that Mcn dishelie:ve the 
,?!/,:,e ilfell great Trut.hs of R:e~igion; but plainly 
J~~f.fc,. of tin "want of Integrity, and of dealing il1-
I,,,, ) fl . d' , 11 'h 1 the Evi- genTIaTI Y ~n Iml)~rtla y WIt t lem-
df!n~e. of felves; ~h~t they fuffer 110t the Argu
~{ef,g'nn? ments cf Religion to have that \Veight 
1t IJ a.bjn- 1 I fl 1 h" 1 ' ~h '.,rely ne. anc n uence upon t 1em, w IC 1 111 t e 
c~:iIli') iI, judgment of right reafon they ought ma
thcfirji: llifdl:ly to have. S6 long as Men per
J'11t~'e, tb.lt mit thcir P"illons and Al)petites te over
~:;~/1f,/~', rule their Reaf~n, it is impoffib~e they 
.ii/dice, f.u(/ nlould have due Al")prehenfions 111 mat
./Ild p,/pi, t::rs of Religion, or make 2ny right ani 
0'" the,J he- truc Judgment concerning thefe things. 
come lin- I fI: 1 b; fT'. d .l 
p.lrti.llly ~1e~1 t lat are. rong y Ial1~ a!l';l pre-
):I·Uling tf) Juchccd even 111 worldly a:lfazrs, . tIS wen 
im'r.:Wlll known how harJ antl tliincult it is fo~ 
7. r:'~\II~'l' .t11em to judge according to reafon, and 
ttl .;.;,) IZ. r. a::- 1 'd f 
u,/ji)lIilble to ll/!tcr the Argum~llts all( EV:I ences,o 
Oi.'iig.:ti- t ruth to have theIr due Welght wIth 
/l1I)',ll'iJiLiJ them. How mll~h more in 11hltteJ' ... of Rt'
fb"/~I··/t, Zigioll 'which contern things future and rc-
lin] tine .. , r.' 1 
bc lI1,tde mote from :-)t:l1LC, mull-It needs be, t lat 
~·n"n'lIlo lVIcns l)rc[(:l1t Interefts, Lt ft and Paili-
1/.-1:111, ems, will pervert their juc gment, and 

hI ill~l their unclerftal1dings! 'Vhereforc, 
M <':11 that pretend to be followers of right 
ReafClll, if tl1ey will judge trul)r of the 
rc,af(mablcnef.'i and credibility of the 
Chriftian Rc..velation, it is ab1()lutcly- nc
('C:iTilI'Y that in the tirfl: Plnce, ill mder 
to that Enu, thcyl)~t:Omc iml·'ll'ti~lly wil-

ling 
.. 
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and Revealed Religion 341 
lipg to embrace whatever {hall upon the 
whole appear to be agreeable to Reafon 
and Truth~ ; nd grounded npon g(Jod E-vi
dence, without intereftillg their LUES 
and AppetiTes in the jurIgmcnt; an(I 
that before all Things they r(;foh-e tn 1- e 
guided in an their Actions, by \'.'~:at( n:'r 
Rule {hall at .my time be wc:ll pru\-r;d to 
them to be the 'Will of God. And ,\\';101 

th.ey have pH tLemftlv(s into this '1 ""n.
per and Frame of l\llnd; t:,Cl1 let t:~(-m 
try if they call any longt! reject the E,-i-
dence of the GofpeJ. If ,111.1 111ml u,if! dr; J .. I.' • ." 1-. 

bi.~ n,ill, be {hall h'on' of tbe Ddlriui: n:/;£- " 
tber it be of God. For, them that ,iJ'C mel:, p' 

11 ji 
"). :('~ 2· 

God 'wi guide i1tjll£~g1lZ"}:t; .1i;d llLb ,?\, .lI'; '. 
gmtle, them be will 1:.:.!J 11 his 1r,1j'. 

Indeed, Men that are of this guocl Dii: T~,.a '::;';~T! 

pofitioll, wi11ing.to _be go'.;erned by ;R_e_~- ZS;:';;",:~n 
fon, and not rrtjl.ldH·ed bT L:'lfl:s and '\ 1- n ;::.'.' 

tiuus Appetit('s; could 1':ot but give tl:il;~ it 
their IA:f[ent to the r;ochines of Chrifti- :;:n,. .b'::?':-

. f h .. I fl; 1:- J' -
:~llty, (upi'm account 0 t every- IJ'ltnl1- .t;m to be 
lick Excdlel1c}· and Reafonablerl~fs of :r;,;) I~:i. 
the Things thenifdyes, even thOUg;1 tl:c ~>!i" c1.:!n 

external f.'.-i(lence of their Certainty l,ad rl::.~';I: :f.-~ 
been i11UCh h fs t];an it at rrefei1t is. ~;~~.';:~t;J 
Nar, were t:1erc har(.l1y anT other E\-:- 1;;/~ !.':"';" 

dcnee at all, thm barely the Excel1el1(': !~" rl.· .. n 

and Reafonablenefs a11e1' llatural Pl'oh1bl- :1:;.' .;'e'. 

lityof the great Truths of Religioll, tc1-

gl:thcr with rhe O~niidcrati()1l or the "~111: 
Importance (,r them; yet enO:l1 in TL:lr 
Cnre 'it WO\l1l! be infinitclr wit'Crt :l1:(l 
mol1: ~lgre':~lhlc to Rcai(lll,' for _~1c1l ((I 

.li\·~· m'~ol'(li115 to th~ Ruhs (If th~ Cd~· 
1';" k 3 r:: 1 : 

• 
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11c1: And though their-Faith extended no 
fllrthcr, tl~~n onl)" :0 a Relief of the Pn[
illiZit)' of the Truth of the Chriftian R~
ycbrio: 1 ; Tet c\ en This alone ought ill 
;-il] rC;i{:m to hn"c weight enough to (1<.-
1cr:llinL' rc.f()];at:c Crcature~, to hl:E: [()

leiy, I i,~,-,t(,(!lIjl}' and godly. Fur, i~ it ;iOt 

• • 
'f N' n pmlOr ratIO 

.-:n~ ex ,;t~r..Gus inccr:is 
0: ;'1 ,1I1l1J:sIiJ c:.;recb-

1 ' , ' ~ 
tl;'jl -' ncr(Jt'OtitJU\, 111 po· , . 
t', ,!. c- ::,.L~:·-') CJued JI~c.ll1as 
{~~,.:. I: ,'- l!i..:t~n1 (",lIod 
~: . • ", -1 

i 'l II::;.; I. ;1'" C '~:r'!l " ..... 
.~'I_ •• 1 ... " .• t~ 

I ' "1.' - 1 
1 " ". t' I' 'I l"'C" !tt,jl,T! 1,1 1 ...... . ' . . .. 
r' .... p, \"'11',1"''''1'' (' "01 l, •• l.\ ...• 1 ..... 1t.., ·:1 ... ·• 

';;1' .... ,. V "1""'1' I'"~ 1'-,' r 11_, ........ - ••••••• " 

• , 
rJ 'lii1t: 1:1 11C jn1~:lrY~!.lnl 

(~r! ("n. L::.i;is ~HII~ific.) 
r., ,"In r '", t)Uc Jc. V':"'l"'rir I·, •• ··':··, .• • , 

, I'" I"; .. ' l r !. r:- fu' ,'Tt · ,..",,..r. 
rI' ~" ,." • I;;.' 

plaillly 1Ji()jl re,1Jo1tablt:, as or
an an': iellt "\Yriter expreffes 
1t, if c"cb of the 0FJ'0Jite 0-
piuiclll 11'cre equ,tlly J(jllbtful 
and 7EilLfrtai11, yet L-y all me:l1H 
to 7m/J),dce m!d c71tcrtaiJt '1 b,7[ 
l;·bir)) 6ril1Ss fome Hr,pe alol1g 
"'il!; it, 7\ltbel' tJ;,m tb,lt 
jI"bich bring> lio1le? For or 
07lC f'-Zc: of tbe Qut'"jlio71 tben 
is 110 dang:r at all of i7lcur-
1':-1" (I'I\: ("77,'11Z'ty -f'h -It ~/("'I I J '-~."~I . , ' l ',,, 

1,'bieb n'c lclic,'e ,md exrra, 
Jl():tU ,rt laf. prove j:dft; Bile 
011 tl,(' ode," /ide, t !;ere is the 

g:''.'.1trf H'-":'.r/:i h ri.'<: World, tb" lof' of c
l'In"l LiF', if t lIe 0l'inion '];·Li.b [/iI.', elit'p'l"s 
J'l'ly ;{POll, J/;culd .7t /,--:/1 p;'~7'(' a1t Er)'olll". 

t Quit' ctic;:is 0 nef
c1i. er:.ifll iL'ru & m:!t'rJ-, 

r1o:)(' d:griiHinli ? ira non 
t~m e:';l1mcic;ti~, I1C lor, 
r': h,Le wrJ finr, qu.!:' fune 
cc:\",ct'ru: VrJbl~ & pn: 
bt:'~r r:l.~!('rj,!nl ri[tl:'? 
n:c (alrem v(,bilcilm fll b 
obfcuris cogir.)ri(mi;1US 
vnlvici~, nc, r,tlod hoc 
c1;{' crcocrc (hrtin,lr~ re;-

Anll t agaill: 1F b,7t fay y,;, 
o ye ip!O!',71lt 111o'1!, ye lHt'lf 

rf miji')',d.l,' crud 11:0j! dCl'lo
r',dle F'olly? em ye [or/l t"7)' 

F.,rillg within )'.1111" Fh-t"" 
tb.7t at Ica.!f tboJe tbi1!,V.,s 1!/,7Y 

rrjjil-,l} P' ()7 'e true, 1V hi l}) J " 
UOll' dtjjiip: and mo. 1.:. ,7t I 

H""t' y(: l!ot at 1<'':1.11 f(JU,'t' 
1iIi.fsiri11gs oj" mind, k7JI po J
Jdly Tb.lt 'JPbhb JC 11011' [,t''--

.",(1, . " 



and Re'Vealed Relio-iu1?, ., .1 , 
) .) c 

'I.'erJely and obJlil1ately nfllft E'U~ fer<Jm tcrr:pc., :'.: 
to belie've, ye fiJulIld at 1.1fl irr~'~~~,l ~~i..J10J r:i:~: :~m:" 

f 
CJ.IL.c:,<:_. ;..L •• J.~. 

be c0717.:illced () by [Td expe- ~ 
1·ie71cc n-hen it will IJe to') [,!te to rCf7:7:t? 
Nc:ith'er is this the juclgm(:nt ()f Cbrifli,m 
Writers onlY but alfo ()f the: v:iicft and , , 1 
more confiderate HC.1tbens. I/".; uitg .;t .0 
fip,lre nn pains, faith \\ PI.1tO, I " _ 

J.t If Xfn -~ ",-" ~ iE-t;' 

to Obt,li1l tbe Habitf of Virtue ,:>~ dF:7;;; ,~ ~'~., ,;~:,,; 
and lrifdom in this Fnfolt £v7~:-ficul.!.'~C!.X;;' 7,~~-
Lil'e; For the Pri:r.e is 710M!!, "QV "Y.:tf 70 d·;.}"::, S n 
an~' the Hope is 'i:ery rrre.lt. £1"uj, u.:j·il-"l. P .. ii" ,n 

v Piu...l, 
And '¥- Cicero: Tbt'y bav.e 
f,ained tl gre,It Prize indeed, 
who ba1.'e perfil.Ided tbEm
JelVI;.~ to belif7:e, tb.lt when 
DC,ltb comes, they j1:.1U pe-
l'ijh llttcrl]; Trh,lt comfort 
i.~ the; c, 7rb,rt i, tbere 
to IJe bO'1jld cf, in th.1t Opi
,lio71? And :tgain: If after 
De,ltb, faith t he, as )011lC 
little mid. contemptible Pbilo
fvpbc1'S tbiuk, I }l:all be 710-

thillg; )'t't there is 110 d.l71ger, 
tb.lt 11'1;c" n''; are ,-:;/ dod, 
thoJe PbiloJ'oplxrs JhOltld bug,b 
(It me for my ErroZll'. 

.. pr'!C~Jrum r:c:,;:() 
quid olden:: ft"n~, :,u: c::. 
dicerunt fe, CL:m :cr.-:p 5 . . - -" mor 'I' "'""n""[ [-- '~;'e 1..... '- LL\.. ~ '-I.. _ '- 1 

periwrc>," . (~u'd : 1· 

b 
. r. .. er IltJ re~ ::ur .,t: .. ~·.e 

aut gloriofum : Ce, T:,.:. 
Q.I!, lib, 1. 

.j. 'l'O m~r·l.l'-< u~ ,...,,! .. • ~ ...... u.~~ ........... 

clJrrl: m:ot.:ri P;~:::j;;:f!;i 
cement, nihil .c:o::am, 
non vaecr nc: b.:::c CHO-. , . rem meum mCrl,,: pr. '.0-
Jophi irride.ln •• (:.:. i 
5 r:n! Io'i. 

But this is not Oft)' Cafe. GOll J~a::: attl'rc:
cd U~, 25 has been largel}Y ::lld P~!rt:(,!l
larty fhown ill the foregoing Di1l.'Ot!rit." 
m,my and (Crt,lin Proofs of tj~e Trut:l \ [ 
our Religion; eye11 as art.Ii::, ~IS :11. ,

matter of Fact is capable l'f 11;:\-::~.~, 
And we now exhort j\lcn to bdi ... \('. r;~t 

Kk+ 
• 



344 The E'7Jidenoes 0 Natural 
what is barely poJlible~ and. excelle1Zt~ an:! 
prob.lblc, ?wl of the llt11Zofi 11l1pol·ta1tce in it
[elf; but what moreover they have aU 
the pojti1Je e7lide1tce, and an the reaJon in 
tbe 7rorld to oblige them to believe. 

Ih.tt Gn:!. To conclude, No Man of reafon can 
?'M.''-~i;;;I·e pretend to fay, but God 111ay ft:quire us, 
liS ~1 t,zl~e to take ?totice of forne things at our peril, 
mtrce of •..• h d .r.a h 
Lertailt to Z1HjWre Z11to t em, an to CO'1tJl er t em 
thing;, and thoroughly. And pretenfe of want of 
!O illq!(iI-,~ greater Evidence will not excufe Carelefs
ll1td~ rh";: ,ze Js or tmrea rmable Prejudices; when Goel 
all. ~nnl' h hr.') . 11 'd 
dey tbl!ln, as VOlle lafed us a That EVI ence, 
Ilt?1IT F~- which 'was either Fit for him to grant, 
1';1. or ReaGJnable for Men to defire; or in-

deed which the Nature of the Thing it 
[df to he proved, was c~pahle DE 

, -= 

FINIS. 

• , 
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rr'he firH: Letter. 
, , • , . 

~.---------------'-' -----------.--~.---

The FIR. S T 
• 

Reverend Sir, 
c< Suppofe yoU will wonder at the prefent 
" trouble from one who is to you a IJerfect 
" Stranger, tho' you are not fo to him; but 
" I hOlJe the Oc.cafion will {'xC'Ufe my 
"Boldncfs. I have ma(le it, Sir, my Bufinefs 
~, ever fince I thought my Self capable of fnch 
"fort of Reafoning, to prove to my Self 
" the Being ani Attributes cf God; And being 
" fenfible that it's a matter of the laft confe-
4( quence, I endeavoured after a de11lc1'jlr,ltive 
" Proof; not only more fnlly to Jatisfy my OW1t 

"1-.1:ind, but alfo in order to defe1ld the great 
"Truths of Natural Religion, and thofe of 
" the Chriftian Reve1aticl1 which follow flom 
" them, ag,!i71jl all Oppofl.'"s: But muft own with 
" concern, that hitherto I have been unfuccei:' 
" ful; and tho' I have got ,'cry probable Ar
" guments, yet I can go bnt very little way 
(' with Demol1j!rtltion in the proof of thofe 
"things. '.Vhen at Ern: your Book on thoi~.:: 
"SubjeCts (which by an, whQm I have dif
.. courfed with, is fu juftly efteemed,) was re
'" commended to me; I was in great hopes of 
« having al1 my Enqniries anfwerd; But fincc 
~' in lome places, either thro' my not l1nder-

~' Ihmciin g 



4 'Tle fid'l: Letter, I 
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" {l-anJing }Tour IvIeaning, or wh2.t drc I kno1v : 
<C l'''t, even Tlh1t has failed me:, T almof1: rlc- ' 
., fr:1ir rftvcr arrivillgt0J7II1JC( Srtiif.rClion8.:" 
" i aim ~t, ulllef-; b,r the methoJ I now ufe, 
" ¥Oil can't lnit know, Sir, that of t71'O diffc
,. rUll c'\pn:flin7H oftheJ..rme thing, tho' equally 
H (kar to finnc Pcru)fJs, yet, to otlNrs, om nf 
" them is iometimes very ohfcure, tho' the 
"' other be l')crfcCl:ly intelligible. Perhaps this 
" may be my Cafe here:, and coull I fee thofe 
.. of Y',,<Uf Arguments, of which I dpubt, dif
" f~.'n:ntly -propofed, 1'0iEb1y I might yield a 
« ready anent to them. This, Sir, I cannc;t 
c; 1m t think a lufficient Excure for the pref(;nt 
" Trouble; it being fneh an one as I hope may 
" pre,"ail for an Anfwer, with one who ieems 
'" to aim at nothing more than that good '\"-ork 
., of infiruCting others. 

'" In Tuur Demor./l:'ation of tbe Bcillg and At
;;',:g. i.~,,, t,"ill1ltcJ (;f God, Prop. VI. +[Eclit. 2(1. p. f: 9 m:fi 

". 4
U

• " 7c,-J T011 prupore 10 prove the Infl11tude and 
" 01:l7lip)'r}71cy of the Sclf-exifl:ent .being. The 
" former rart of the rronf, fcems llighly proba
" l:le; tut the latter part, which feems to aim 
,;, at Demonfiratiol1, is not to me convincing. 
"The l.1tter part of t11e Paragraph is, if I 
" mift~lke not, an entire Argument cf it f."j, 
" \I'll it'h runs thl1s;" To JlIPpOj"e a fillite Br::iug 
to h S:lf-~';v;ijlc7lt, iI' to filY tb,lt it is cI Contr,rdi .. -
tioJl/or t/;at Bi·iJ:g 1iot to exijl, the ,zl;jotce of 
iJ: /.,i, I, 7llelY yet be COUl civcd n·itbollt ,1 CVlItl'adiL'
tlou; n,hidJ is tbe.: rt'at,jl abJllrdity in tbe Trod.!. 
" The fenit,~ ofthcfc Words [the ,dIenec nj"wb;,)}J 
"- f<-ems phinly to be determined by thefoll(!7v
.'. i7lg Sentence, to mC.lfl its abfcllce from any 
"Ji,'J'I'lc.uLrr Place: which Sentence, is to 
" P,'(:\"(: it to be all Ahfl.lnlity; anJ is this: " 
FJr if ,1 Bt'iJlJ c.v~, ll'ft/.}rlllt ,; l.07lt!'.1di8io71,./.C 

'lllj 01 t 



The firft Letter'. 
alfont from one place; it may, n,irhr,llt ."1 (,r,7ifn
diflion, be abfo1lt ii'om another place, amI Iron 
'111 places, «}\ow, fuppniing this to l:e a 
" ConLquence; all that it prLves is, t~:",t if 
"a Being can without a Cr;ntradiction, be 
"abfcnt from one place at on.: time, it D1a:r 
" without a ContradiCtion be abfent from 3,

" nother place, and fo from an places. at di{
,. Iercllt times; (Lr I ca11not fl<:, that if a Bc
" ing can be ab[(:;nt frnm oue pl.-tee a:- ore C?:il:', 

" therefore it n-ay without 2. Cmtradid;o;l te 
" abfent from all" pLu:es 2.t the j!1lle tiili:?, i. t', 

" may ce.lfe to exifl,) l\rJW, if it p'(J'\'es 1.0 

" more than this, I cannot fee that it rel:UCCS 
" the Snppofitiol1 to any Abi1.mtit:-. SUFroie 
" I could d01/fJlIjl rate, that any particu l::n ;"10.21 

"ihoul.::l li,-e a Thouf'ancl Years; this :;\La:1 
" might without a Contradiction be abf(:llt from 
" one, al1Ll from all [l.He" at different lim~'s, bur 
" it would not from then,:e follow, that :~e 
" might be abD:nt from alll'hc".~ at t}:e flii:e 
" time, i. e. that he might cup to f:djl. 1\0 ~ 
" this would be a Contradiction, bcC'aufe I ",;n 

" fuppofed to have de11l071Jh.lted that he fi11)uld 
" live a Thoufand Years. It \\-ould be ex~dh~ 
" the [<trne, if inHead of a Tbollfl7ld 1~-.11".~,-1 
" ihonld fay,for e't'er; and the proof [eems the 
" fame, whether it be applierl to a 5df-E,\i
" flcni or a DcpclIdt'11t Being. 

" 'What elft! I have to oft'-=r, is in relatic)l1 to 
"your proof of the Self-Exiitcnt Being, that 
" he TIm11: of necefiit}' be but 0;"'. Your PfL1(;f 
" is as follows, in Prop. YII, :~ pii t. :cl:" F· 74-· T "~J' ,:,,~. 
To JlIl'pOft tn'o or morc dljft'ro:t .L\.ztllro" ,,.;_£.1',,4···· 
iJlillg of tlxmfoln's, lICCt:O:r!ily .m,l i71d'p,,7t!t';:c 
from c.rcb otber, implies tbi., p[.rill LU71tr.l,ii,;"!':Git i 
th.lt ocb of tbC71l being i7ld"Pfildt'JZt from th' ode", 
tbey ll/.lY eitber of tbem bt'ji!l'puF.[ to t'.\ijl . ...J.b:c' ; 

f.; 
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ji, that it lllili be 110 C01ttradiciio11 to i1Jlag111e toe 
otber llot to (J;"~fI~ a?ld ant Jequently neither of them 
will be 71eceJizrily exifli71g. ~'The Sllppo:fitiol1 
" indeed implies, that jince eacb of theft Beillg\ 
" aN bu/epc?rdel1t from tbc otber, tbey may either 
" of them exift Alone, i. e. without any rela
" tl011 to or dependence 011 tr.e other: But 

" "TFbere is the third Int:a, to connett this Fro
" pofitioll ancl the following one, viz. fo that it 
~G will be 1/0 C011tl'adi[fion to i111ardne the other ?tot 

. L 

" to E"xiJl? ·Were this a Confequence of the 
" f(lrm~r Propofition, . I alIo·w it wonld be Dt"

. " m011firatio1t, by the jirJl Corollary of Prop. III, 
* P'l//'" ""'[2a Edit. p. 26.J But fince thefe two Pro.: 
~;h. I." pblit;ions, [tbey may eitbel· ~f t?Cilt be filJ!pofed 

" t9 pxiJl alone,] and, [fi tlhlt lt 11Jlli be l1Q (01rtra'::' 
" diflimt to im{T{l,ine tile other ;zot t'J e!WU1,] are 
" very widely dijfel'c'Jtt; fince likewife it is no 
" immediate Confcqllence? that becaufe Either 
" may be fuppofe1 to exift independcl1t from the 
" other,therefore the other may be fUPIJofed 
" not to exiJl at all; how is what was propoCed, 
" proved? That the Propo1itions are different, 
',' I think it plain; and whether there be an im
tc 1lledi,lte cG1t1re .. "io1t, every Body that reads 
LG )rours muft judge fuf themf"eh:es. I ~nuf1: fay', 

... for my own part, the .A.l)furdlty do S !lot ap
t< pear at firft :fight, any more thall the Ah1L11'
" dit)' of f:.iying that the Angles below the l~afe 
" in an Ifoicc1es Triangle are unequal; which 
" tho' it lS ahfolutcly falfe, yet I iilppofe 110 

" onu willl~y down the contrary ('or HnAxiom; 
" hccaufc, tho' it i;-; true, yet there is lle~d of 
" a Proof to make it appear f(). 

"Perhaps it may be anfwC:'reJ, that I h:wc 
" not rig h tl Y expbinerl the words, to c .... .:;; alone; 
" And t hat they do 110t mean Olll)r, to exilt 
." j'ldl'peudcnt jj'om t be otber;, but th''l.t f'.\·ijfiH.~ 

w Alo11ci ,. 

I 



The firfl: Letter. 
" Alo;te, means that 7lotbi11g exiJh 'Witb it, Whe
" ther this or the otber was meant, I cannot 
" determine: But, which ever it was; what 
" I have faid, will hold. For if this l.Ifl be 
" the Senfe of thofe Words, [Tbey eitber of tbwt 
"may be fitppoftd to exijl alone;] it inaeed im
" i)1ies that it \\'i11 be no Contrac1ifrion to fup
" pore the other ?tot to exifl: But then I asJ( how 
" come thefe two Propofidons to be comteaed ; 
" that to fuppofe two different Natures exifting 
,~ of themfelves necelJarily and independent from 
" each other, impli"es that each of them rna y be 
" fllppofe:l to exijl Alone in This Senfe? l,\~hich 
" is exaCtly the name as I faid before, onl~~ al)
" plied to different Sentences. So that if Exijl
" in?, Alone, be unrierf!:ood as I fIji took it; I 
" anow it is imp1iec1 in the SlIfpojtiol1; but can...; 
" not fee tha t the C07![eQllence is, that it w ill be 
" no Contradiction to fuppofe the other not to 
"t:xift. But if the "Worn.s, Exifling Alo'tf, are 
"meant in the Z.lttfr Senfe; I grant that it 
" either of t11em may be Jilppofed thus to e.-.:Z:,! 
"Alone, it will be 110 Cuntradidion to fllppoj~ 
« the other not to exift: But then I cannot fee, 
" that to fhppofe fr.'O differcm N.rtllrC',~ ex !j;;n,~', 
" of rhc1!lFl-L"i:,~ ?teCl:O:rrily m:1 illdcpf1I.1Mlt ji'om 
" c.lcb otb:'r, Implies that eztbo' ,of them may' 
" be fuppoCed to c:.;iftAloltc in Tbis ~enre of the 
" 1,\'orc1s; but only, that citbrr cf t 1'!cm m~-\~~ l~e 
" fllppofcd to exit! 11·itho1lt haying :m;," ;',I.1ti· 
"011 to the other, anJ th:\t the!"\.' will h~ 1:0 

'" ,U'e:d of tbc fs~fl"Il"~' of tbC' 0,:,' i,: 0.".1:',. to rJ.!~ 
"t':o,:ijlelll.'c of the otbrr. Fur t 1',0' npr n thi:-l 
" account, were tllcre Ill) other l'ri!\cipk of its 
"cxiIl:cl1cc, it might r([I[,' to ('xii!; :,.-t't ,)!1 

" tht: a(:count L1f the necl'11ity ('f its own };~'.
~' tmC') which is Llllit\.' di1liner Ll1t11 the ('It hL'l", . , 

• • tol-> -

i 
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" 'tis an abfolrite Abfurdity to fuppore it 'lot 
" to exiJl. . 

" Thus, Sir, I Jlave IJropofed my Doubts 
" with the Reafon of them. 111 whi<:h if I hav~ 
"wreftec1 }TOUr 'Vords to another Senfe than 1 

" what you defigned them, or in any refpeet :1 

" argu'cl unfaidJ, I affure you it was without ( 
"deiign. So I ~ol~e yC?u will impute it to mi- . 
"ftalce. And, 1f 1t wIll not be too great a 
"Trouble, let me once more beg the favour 
" ofa Line from you, by which you will lay me 
"under a particlIlar .ObliE;ation to be, what, 
4' with the the refl: of the World, I now am, 
• 

Reverend Sir, 
. 

TOll}' 11l1lcb Obliged Servant, &.C, 
• 

Nm-ember tbe 4th 
'17 [3.' 

THE 
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The s 

TO i 

, 

The Fir Letter~ 
.. 

SIR, 
, 

I D lvIen ,,\'1'0 publifh controndia 1 Fa..;' 
pers, accuftom t heril1e: hoes to \\-:-i ' . ',,·i th 

that Candour and Inger;uit}¥, "'.\-i6 wh:::n ~¥011 
propofe ;rour Difficulties; I 8,m :)'_rf\\-2~:~ct 
almof!: all Dif1mtes might be YCf:,- amiably' 
terminated, either by Men's coming at hH: to 
agree in OpInion, or at leaft finding Reafoll 
to [nfH:r ettch other friendly" to ~: iffer. 

You~ T1l'o Objefli01ts are ,"er~.~ ir:genious, 
~nd urged with great Strer,:,;::11 31",,1 AcuC"en:'is. 
Yet I am not without I~Op(',s: ;f ~ eLg '0~: La 
give you S.1tisf1EtiOll ill Botb of them. To '~O'Jr 
firfl therefore, I anfwer. W~"at, \-::,rrr::t:"'w~.h
out a Contradiaion, be abCenr f om :','lY O!,e 
Place at any oue Time; rn~n¥ alGJ wit'l~)Ur a 
Con tradiaioll, be a bft:11t f!'(lln .! II PI" L t': ~ t 
all Timt!s. For, whatcn:l' is '~!'-,~711t:'iJ 1::"" .!r~, J 
at an, is abfolutely nCl"ci"Eln- in t","")' p.1/: 
OfSP,lCt', rind in t'i'O',v pi l}:r rfD::i'.:t,:c;:. \':h~t
c\rt'r can at'any time be c01lcein:ll rl{;/~7:';!t" to ':": . -'" .... 
ab,F11t from ,171Y Ollt" p.l! t of Srl.1,'t", m~l~: t('1" t,;1C 
j~l1ne Reaf()ll, [-vi-r.. the i!l1Fi::i:'g 1.0 Con!t'a
dilttion -ill the n:Hure of Th inz-;:;, J bl.' \."011<:(':
vell poJlibl-.: tv be: .rI'PJ:t from CI.":>:; Utb:'/' p.rrt of 
8PilCl' at the j711nc time; either b,· (.·uj;'~g to I'c", 

'or by 1""uppoflng it ?I~\,C .. • to b.rr:c b~'gllg tel k. 
L 1 Y0U~ 



10 'The An{\ver to 
Y!:i1r Ir.fbnce atout dcmc71jJrati71y, a Man to 
ji\"C I cC'G Y cars, is wklt (I think) 1(:(1 you in
j.] t'c '\liftakc; ancl i~ a good Infiance to lead 
~. n!l out of it again. You may Ji'ppoJe 2.. Man 
j\tll liYe I ceo Years, or God may Hvc,'d a11<.l 
l'roJllij't' he jball live IoOO Years; An1 upon 
'i'1.ut SHppoJitimz, it fhall not h~ poJlibIe for the 
l\;an to be ab[ent from 211 Places in any part 
0\ i ha t time. V cry true: Bn t 1l1by fhall it 1:(·t 

//1.: 11(j{tbl,;? Only tcc2.u[e 'ti., contrary to th.' 
S:11'1!'jii i()ll, or to the Frol1:if,: nf God ~ but 11(1\ 

('olltrary to the abfolllte lY,/ture of Thi17,r;.s " 
whi.,. hit wOllLl be, if the llLm exifted "cecI
J..lI·iZy, as every rart of Spar;e does. In SlIP
jJ~ji;;g you cCluB dem011jlr"te, a IVlan fhould live 

I 0_0 Y cars, or one Year; TOU make an im
pL~[!if;lc c!1Id cc11tl'clLiic7r.ry Suppofition. For tho' 
yell 11 ay lmow Cfl'taiuly, (Ly Revelation [ull
roC:,) th2.t he \\o'ill live [0 long; yet This is 
()111:,- tl~e Certaillty, ofa thillg T/·lIe in RIEl, not 
7ii itfi'lfllcccJT.llY: And Demo1!jJr,ltio1l is apI)1i
cabk to nothing but what is 1/eC~g:lry in itFlf~ 
nccdrlry in all PIaet's an'l at all Times equallJ~' : 

To your pC(JllCI Difficulty, I an[wer, ·What i 
l ~ iiLs lIcLl~U:lrily, not only 1l1Z1jl [0 exiil: Alo1Ie, . 
,[S to bc 11l£{cpel1dcut of ~.ny thlllg dee; but (b<..'- : 
iJ:g.'JdFJzrJjz"cicm,) may alfo [0 exiH: Alol1c, as that i 
(vcry tJlingcl[emaYp'~/Jibi)' (Of 1l'itbUllt anj L~(.7:- : 

l/'.uii[tiun ill the jVat1ln: Lf Things) be [upppic(i : 
'I:t to exij! .It all; Ancl coll[cqucutly,(finceThat 
'..'.'Liell maYr.h~·!'ly be fuppof<:,i710t toexij! Llt,rll, 
is lint l1cc-ljJ:rrify cxiil:ent,) lv-o otber tbing (Lm ! ,: 
1!"LtJJ~ll'ily t'x~(l<"1zt. \VkHe\rCr i.s lICce.O~ll ify Esif
i}l,~, tlilrc i:i iYccd of its c;,ijlo!l:': iu orde)' to d,' 
F'j'jIFI'1' tl.,c csijiC71Ct' (j .11:y uba tbiJIg; (I 
t:~,lt nothing can jJc:/Ji!ly /·e JifPP()Fd to <'.\1J·' 
without pnjil{lpoji}:8 and iW.ll/'lill,Q. ::t.lltccctll'1;.-
1y the <:l.ili.clH.:e,; uf tb.Jt lJ.'bicb i.i nCd:U:l) y. 

• 

ll)!', 



the Brfl: Letter. 
For j,drance, t 1

1C Suppo0j.1 of f:e cxiftc nrc 
o· m~'Y tbill1-f wl)ate7·er, lilclu,Jes nr:cciTarily 
a Prefitppojiti'll1 r f the exjftcJ1('e of Stare and 
Time; anr1 if any t11 ing rOllH c::>:ift witb~71t 
Sp,!ce or Time, it w(,Llld fjl10w that Sp.rce c,net 
Time wcrc not nC f;c./[.1ri!y-e:-:i/!in;!. Thertfr·rC', 
tlle filppofing any thing ["/]i!'iy to exi/f Alo;:e, 
fr) as 1!Jt nece([!rily [0 include tl. e r· fUFr''frl of 
J me Other Thi7:g, rrr)"l."es clf"1110nft,a l',hr t"l.,at 
Ti.w Other TlJi71g is net lY:;,ccrr?lily-,-.'.i/fi1!l!,; bc
canre, lYbate7'CI" b,l'; .J.Yeujjily ofcxij1c-l!Ce, call
not l")oiTibly-, ill Any conception ·whatfoe,'cr, 
be fllppofecl An',lY. There cannot T)offibl)- be 
An~T Notion of the cxiJlellce 'f m:y Tbin,'l" there 
cannot poffibly lle Any' "Notion of c-Yijfe7:ce at .111., 
but what {han nccdfuily- rrs.;11c[ud:: L1~e };otinn 
of Tint n,bich i \ ;"'-t'(t:/ru·z i),-o·xi/hrt. Ann con lL'
ql1cntly the Two Propofttions \':",ich :-Ol.l jur·:g
cd i7ldc el1del!t, are rea:lY 1:C: ,':Trrl!y CC7'l1dr'd. 
Thefe orts cf things :::re 'indced ",'er,.~ lJithcnlr 
to osprefl·, and 1l:l( c~ftc to he cr;:.:,ji·o'.l bur b:.~ 
ycrY AttClltl':.'<' /,[i,:d5 : But to Ll'::l 2.5 [",111 an;{ -
'Will attend, not 11il1g (I think> is n'orc demel1' 

. fir.1 hI V com·idive-. -If any t}1il:~~ ftill ftid:s \\'it:"l )~;-In in This, or 
arn~ Other P~trt or- my Boolcs·, I ih:lll be "\"cr'·.J 

wi-jiHg to be inflrmecl cf it; '.':11' .:t:TI, 

]"-;-u,', TO. 

qq. 

SIR, 1-:' Ul" L~/Tll··:.l F ::Td, 
eLi:.l S."J '·.l1it, S. c. 

P. S. l\,ral1"\~ Readers, I r,1'fc!",'c. have mii-: 

'I 1 

, 

underftood in:- S'Cr.7:d Gcn":·Lll ProFoilricn; 
25 if the 'Vards i S:11l1~' 01::' It1! • .l'.Pi'l.,.l!>lC emd i,:-

• • • 
dcpClldC1it Bt'':'rg,] meant ~()ne (hr!y -Bein~.l 
"'hereas the true ?\Ical1in~', anl all that the 
Argument there rCtmircs, is." S,)ille One at leaft J 
That there can 11e But 011C', is t:1C t~ling 11ron:d 
afte J"w.lrds in the SOl'out b rropl"ii tiOI1. 

L 1 .-: T:le 
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rhe S~cond Letter. 

. , , 

• , . • -, 

The SECON D 

• 

Reverend Sir, 
" Have often thought tl1at the l:bief Occafi-
'. ons of Mens fo much differing in their 0-
" pinions, were, either their 110t underftanding 
" each other; or dre, that inftead of ingenu
" emfly fearching after TrUtb, they have made 
" it their bufinefs to find out Arguments for 
" the Proof of what they have once afierted. 
" However, it is certain there may be other 
" Reafons for Perrous not agreeing in their 
" Opinions: And where it is fo, I can't but 
", thin1\. with you, that they will find reafon 
" to fufter each other to differ friendly; every 
G, Ivlan having a way of Thinking, in fame re
" ipec.ts, reruliarly his own. 

" I am forry I 11.uft tell you, your Anfwers 
" to my Ohjections are not fatisfaB:ory. The 
" Reafo1lS why I think th~m not fa, are as fol
" lows. 

" You hty;" l'pbate7ler is abJollltely l1ec~g:ll'Y at 
all, is abJull/tely 'l1ec:e!Tctry in every p.lrt of Space, 
and in e'llery poi71t of DJlr.ltilm. ""\\' ere this evi
" dent, 'twould certail1ly prove what you bring 
" it for;" vi:::.. that whatever may witbollt ,t 

CfJlItradiilio1l, be abJent from 011e pI,lC:c at 011t: 

ti1l':, m,~y alJo be abft11t from all Jl1.1CC.~ at <lll 
times. ,- But I ao not conceive, that the Jdca 
.. , uf Ubiflllity is c:011taillca in the Idea ofSclf-Ex
. " iil:cl1Cc, -

, . 

, 
• 

, 
I 



The Second Letter; 
'( iftence, or dire[fly follows from it ; any othe.r; 
"wife than a,s, whatever cxifts, mun <:Xl1t 

"fomewhere. You add; " IFh,1tevel' ca?l at a7jY 

time be conceived poJlibly to [;e abfint fi om an) one 
part of Space, may for the fame re,1fJll ',\·iz. t/;:; 
implying no Cont1'adiClio71 in the iutllH of tlJ??!l.s,J 
he conceived poffibly to be ab font from O'ery r,_ 
the/, part of Space at the JUJZe time. «~o""\' I can.
" not fee, that I can make thefe two Sltppofit1-

" om for the fame reafon, or upon the Jnne ,zc
" COJmt. The reafon why I conceive this Being 
" may be abfeht from one pl.:ICe, is becal1fe it 
" doth not contradia the former PrOf f:- c,rawn -
"from the nature of things,~ in w~ich I G1tly 
"proved that it mufl: neceiTarily cxift. But the 
"other Suppoution, viz.. that I can conceive 
,. it poiIible to be abf:lIt from eve"y p.rrt cf 
" Space at one and the lame rime, direCtly co11-
"tradiCts the Proof that it 1Ii1ljl t"'Z!1 
" SO M E 1,V fI ERE; and fa is an Exprels 
" ContradiCtlon. Unlefs it be fai,l, t}-;at 
" as when we ha'\'e proved the three Angles 
" of a Triangle equal to tvm Right ones, That: 
" relation of <::qualit)' to two Right ones, will 
"be 11,bel'e-ever a Triangle exifts ; )0, when 
" we have proved the neceiT:lry Exiftence of::! 
"Being, this Being muG: exiG: C'i.'cry 'wbt'!'c. 
" But there is a great difFerence betWeen there 
,. two: The M;e being the Pf00f of a cerra in 
"relation, upon Sllppojition of fuch a :Being's 
" Exiftence, with filch particular Pro-l'e!ties ; 
" and confeqnently where-ever this Being :md 
,. thefe Properties exift, this rd:.ition nmft 
"exift too: But from the Proof of the 7'CC:!rl
" ry Exijft'1lce of a Being, 'tis no c,-Uent C:ll'.
" fequence that it e:xitts E,'r:,"y 1l,/J:l't'. ,My ,;
" ling the \\'ord Dr:molljlr.Ttio1:, infh-a,l O~- 1),.,-·, r. 
~~ wbic,'b leaves 11e) room foJ' dOllZ,t, was thr)' i!LS-

Ll " ",,: "t· ~ , . \..:.~ ......... 
~ . 



Tke Sl3cond Letter. 
" 1 igcllce; Fnr I never heard of ftriC1 demcn
"ji,..llirm ofl'ilattcr of Fad. 

," In Your Ap[wcr to my S~?("(md DijjiclIlty,you 
" Giy; " pl:? ,/;'7'0 is 11t::r~O:t) ily-exijlinJ!"t bere is 
;~-:~.l rf it~ E_';ijl~'l1ce, in orde)' to t be fupp(fal oft be 
EXi}!L'1:L C L:f <71lOt !Jer t bin/!. " -+-\.11 the Confeqllen
'" ccs yon (lr~!W from tll is fropoii tion, I fee pro
" vefl c1emonfhably; ~~E:l confequently, that the 
" two Propofttions I tJ;ol1ghtjndependent, are 
" cloicly (onr:(cred. l~u, b~1V., C'f llpon what ac
" cOllnt is tbe, e .1Ycl'd of the 1 . .x::fLence 0;' wnat
"ever is necciT~triiy-{'x:ftin?" 111 order to the 
" Exiftcr:ce of any ntller t1-ilcg? Is it as tbere 
" is Need of Space and Duratio1l" in order to the 
" Exittcllce of any thing; or is it needfzll ollly 
"as tbe Caufi' of the Exifience of all ot}'er 
" things? if t1,e former be faiJ, as your 1n
"fiance fec.n-;s to intimate: I al~fwer; Space 
" c:11(1 Dlll".lthn <Ire very al>Jll'lIJe in their Na
" turcs, awl I think, can't properly be calkd 
. "J~l - 1 r .J l' A rr ~-,. )111',([,.\', jut arc Cnrl!Il!CrC' ratner as _IT,'Crz01H 

,c n,bi, b [dollg, and ill tbe (J)'d'3r of Olll' Tbczrgbts 
"arc alltecedent ly 'i!ecc.([..vy, to t be Exijlewe of 
c all T1Ji1lg,: And I can no more cOllceive lww 
". a neu'fJal'ify-exijhl1t Being can, on the jOlie 
<'. acc!lll1it, or in the f.l1JIC manller as Space ,md 
« DZlrLlti:m (!) c, be needful in offler to t11(: Ex
" iftencc of auy other Being; thm I call COll

" ceivt' ExtnTji01I 3.ttribute<i to a Tboll,rbt: Tlhlt 
" Idea no more belo11ging to a Thh:,rr. ex ijli}I,f', 
" -lhan EXt"11tiol1 belongs to TboZtSbL But if tJ~e 
" latter be L!id, that there is l·;t'ed of th' Exil1-
" ('lICe.: of whatever is a necdlary Beil1g, ill 0.)'

" de;- to 11-:e Fx i ft (,1 :«; of any other thing; f.1!-

" ly aI tri~ JYeC'./j.liY RL'il1g 1iilljl be the Caui'"c <f 
" tb:: E.,.j1"}'ce of ,dl other tbiuJ!,.\·: I think this 
LC is l)laild It be""illg tLc Q!leHion - for it /lIp-_ bb.... ., . 

" p:fts that there is 110 Olbc'}- Bcirg eXlfts, but 
'" J)'b.7t .. 



The Scccnd Letter. • 

"what i~ Grflul, an-l fu 'Jt~t w:ce.fJ-!' y.' Ar.,:; f,7! 

« Wl;,lt Othr r .! cr:r; lint , nr i71 what OtJ..c i 7i??7:n:; 

"than one nne: rJftJoe:[c tV:f), thcre raJll',(; }:""~ 
" of tle Exi(leJ!ce of a r.ec-effanr B(;~r,2" ill 'Ii d, r 

. ... v . 

" UJ the Exiitence of any thir:g <:1[(;, I L~~!il;(}: 
" (01),'(;:\'(;. 

"rrhL1S S:r ,",-II (reTCl"t]',r,"" 0-::r0r'\'·j·.11 
- ~ "I I • '.J .0-'- ...... '"-.I., (..'-i ..... '- • ,. . ~ ~ , 

" :'tau in all tJ-c C 1,pquencf1 YOll han: ,1 :-?-"::1 
,'- from your S"f'prfti, ns, but n:nnot l"~C; ::.c 
" Trutb oftbt' SIT? Jiri r

},/,\ tl;oJ h?s. 
"- I have aimtd :F ll():hil~g in m'" Stile, 1 t:t 

"rm1y to be intelligi! Ie; l~ei~g ftnjl'~ 1e t:'at 
" 'tis '.-crY 2ifFi" Lllt as YOU cbttfVe 'J) t::.,:~.:o:::(. , , 

" one:; [cif 011 thefe i'nr',cs of Subj(c~s. L r;;u:-
" aL:y- ~o one \\7ho is altogether un2,C('~~fco~~(;l: 
" to write 111,on them. 

" I haye nothing at prefent IT.ore to a~'), 
"but mY fincereft T~,anks for "0ur TrG~;b~L" 
" in an{,verirg ITlT Letter, ~n~l·fJr ~'our }:l'C-
"r.rr.d ,. I' b . 1 •• ,cue reaCl111C1S to <: a~'qua1l1:-(C '.'::t,j ~:l',-

"other Difficill:y th~t I l1'a',r E:e:t.t \':i:\ i,~ ::-- . 
" n:," uf nmr \l;ritil~gS. I 2::1 \'.-i~lil1g lI' :;~ ~-.:l-
"lJret this, ~:s fomew:~at Eke a Prnn'.:( U:'1~1 
" '\111'\\'er t~ "';'at I 1v ',-e '""C n' "'1':~rr'1' J' -',~, ""~ ~""\.. l' \..,.. . 1 • C:.. 1 .... ~.... ., ! '- ... \.... _... 1." ............. 

~< be any thing in it \\'::ic~ ('.eLr\'C~s l l:<:. 

I .17n, 

, '" T O,- "., .1~ . _:-, 

J 7 r 3· 

R,·i.'tJ"C1i.! SIR, 

L 1 + • 
1 .' .-

I ; 



The Anfwer to 

, • , ; ! • • , , , 

A N S E • 

TO 

The Second Letter. 

SIR , 
'T f('ems tn jkfe, that the ReaHm why you 
(0 not aJlprehend Ubiquity to be necdTari

I,r conned:· d with Self-Exiflellce, is, bccaufe jn 
theor~er ofyonrI(i(a's, youjirflconcei"e a Be
iug. (a Finite Bt!hl~~, i11\'l)ofe;) and then Col1CeiYC 

Sdf-rxiJhrce to be a Property of That Being:, as 
the Angles are Properties of a Triangle, 7YbC7t a 
Y, i,wJ!,le t-xifts: 'Whereas, on the contrary, 
filet cJ1ity .f E'xiflellce, not being a Property Con
I qw::nt 111' 11 the Suppoiition of the Thil1g'S ex
iHing .. but Amecedcl1tly the CallJe or Ground of 
That Exifl:t:r:ce; 'tis evidellt This NeceiJit}T. 
l:eir;v, not lhi;:-·j to any Antecedent Subjn:L 
as A71g1cs HI'; ... Tri,mglc; but heing itfdf 
(),.i~;'tal, AI,foke ~ll:d (in order of Nature) 
.71ItC( .' :, J?' ~o all E_"\'zflcnce:, cannot l,nt be C7'o-y 

1J.'berc, fiw tl1t: t~mlc Reafon that it is auy n,beJt'. 
By applying this Rcafoning to the Infl:anlC' 
of Spa.ce; you will find that hy Confequcncc 
it belongs truly to Tb.:tt SlIbjlmlCt:, wherccf 
01}(lce is a Property, as DlIration alfo is. \"hat 
:you fay about a 1!1leCl:fJa·y Bcing cxifting S07JlC

wbere, fUppof.'s it to be Finite; awl being Fi-
1lite, filppofe:; :u)mc Caufe whi h cletcrmincd 
that fuch a art"in §1IL11rtity of That Being 
Should exif1:, neither more or lc[-;: And Tb.rt 
elllIc, muft eitlH:r he a V01ll11t<71'y CHlf:" or 

. d ji: 

• 



the Second Letter. 
e1fe fnch a neceJfal'J CallJe, the ~JIa?ltitJ ()f\',:r:r:£e: 
Power ruun be d::tcr11li71ud an(l limited 1: \- fome 
Otber CanJe. But in (,ri;in.,z abJulute j\,-er.eJlity, 
anteccn~nt :in order ()f ~ature) to the oi
ftence of any thing; nothing of all Thi~, can 
haye rlace; bnt the ~ecdEty is, 1leaJrv-;ly 
ellery whele alike. 

Concerning tl~e Second Difficulty, I anfwcr. 
That which exi/fs neafJaiily. is needflll to th, £'''''1-
]lence of any other thing; 1"0"C corJiide:rc:-i 1\0'1.'/ 

as a CauJe, (for that indeed is begging the ~le
ftion) but as a fine C]1I; l1G11; in t -e :,en[e :3.S Sp.W3 
j~ neceffary to every thing, and nothi;~ g (an 
l)offibly be conceive.! to ex-ift, 'with'Jut rl~cre
by prefuppofing Space: l,Vhich therefore I c. p
prehend to be a Propel ty of the Self-exifie!-!t 
Subnance; an:l that, by being eyidently necefia
ry- itftlf, it proves that the Space, of which it 
is a Property, mun alfo be metjJ.lIY; 'Xo'co)r!l'_'" 
both in itftlf, ancl ~eedful to the c:xifien, e ( i' 
any thi11g eIfo whatfoeyer. Extemjoll jnrleed 
does not belong to TbGlIght) becaufe Thought is 
not a Being; But there is lYecd of Extenfion 
to the exifi:ence of every Being, to a Being 
whlch has or has 110t Thought, or any other 
Quality whatfoever. 

I am, Sir, 

TOlll' re.d Friend .Pltt So .:.l1tf. 

LO'lcl'Ju, .l'-ov. 
~8. 1]13. 

The 

l~ 
I 
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The Third' Letter. 

• 

E P " UE 2 

. The T II I R D 

• 
• • 

RevtJ'':;lld Sir, 

• 

• 2l 

• 

" Don't very wellunderftand your Me~mil1g) 
£~ 'when you f~ly that you think, in the order 
'" of iily Idea:s Ifirfl co1tcei'ue a Being, (fhrite fup
" porc,) to ex;j!, and then conceive Self-exiflence 
"to be a Property oj that Being. If you mean 
" that I' tirf!: JlIPpOJe a finite Being to ex
~, ifl:: I know not wby; 2.ffirming neal/ity of Ex
"ijf::7U:C, to be only a c071Jeqllellt of its Exi
"- Hence; and that, when.I have fup po [d. :it 
" Finite, I very fafely conc1ucle it is ltot Infil1ite; 
" I am utterly at a 1Qfs, upon n,h.zt ExprejE
~'ons in my Letter this ConjeCture can tc 
" founded. But if you mean, that I flrft 
,~ of all prove a Being to ExiJl from Eternity, 
" :m:l t] :en from the reafons of things, prove 
., that filch a Being mu ft be eterna1l y .J.YeLt:O~lr): 
., J freely own it: Neither do I conceive it tl' 
" Lc irregular or abfurcl; for there is a great 
" difference between the order in whic;l tbhiQ~ , 
"exi}l, ancl the on:cr in wl1ich I pr07Je' to mT 
~, [df that tbey exijf. Neither do I think my 
~, [:tying a ncceifary Being exifts Somewhere, 
" filppofl:s it to be j'llite; it only fnppofcs th~t 
" this Being c:xifts in Sp(u:e, without dctcrmi
~, 11 ing whcthcr bere, or tbere, or el'l:/"y 1I'bcrt.'. 

(. To my ftcolld OhjeCtion, YOIl fay: Tb.lt 
" lvl;icb cxiJl, l1ccc.O~lrify, is 1l5r:.ljill to the J:';o;i

" jlellL'~ 
• 

, 
• • 

• 



The Tbird Letter. 

,. ,\Yl12t y,'u [iY unner t1-:e fil/f HC:l'~, rrOHS 
,. (I thin},) to a ,-er;.~ gre~l.t lrcF,! i1ity_ t~,()' 
"not to ~le ",ith the u-i,:eLcc:' of D,'il:ol·ffr.1-, -
" tioll: Eut :TClur Arguments under l:~c: Floil:!) 
" I am nut al~le to fice the force of 

" I am [,) far from being plea fed, t1~::tt I can 
"f,)rm Objections tn yc·ur _<\rgllmc:nts; tl-~1t • 
.. befirle the SztiJla;(JlI it would h::tye giYfl1 
" me in my own ~vIil.d, I fhould 1'.:,.n: tl'Cl:;',t 
" it an Ha1tOler to l~ave entered into -v-cur RC:1--
,- fonings, ancl [een the force of thei11. I Clll-

" not ddire to trei'pais ::tll~~ more ITCll1 yoei 
.. b~ttt:r emploY(ll Time; f() il:2!l o111:~ 2l~J 
., my hearty Tl-anlz~ for Yonr Troubl-= on IT.Y 

....I .. ... 

•• nC,'(1ll11t, alld th~t I am Wit:l t,he grc:ltd~ rc-
H fred, 

Dec. rl.·t?s'b. 
q r :). 

• J • - ~. " ..... H .. 5 14 17,,, l.. _ fl •• I. t . 
" ~ '1 ' .• I. 



7'he An[wer to 

• -- c 

The s 

TO 

The Third Letter. 

SIR, 
~ Hough, when I turn my Thoughts every 

way, I fully perfuade my felf there is 
no defeCt in the Arpmlel1t it felf; yet in my 
m.:zmley of ExpreJlion I am iatisfied there muft 
lw [orne want of clearnefs, when there remains 
~nr Difficulty to a Perf on of your Abilities 
and Sagacity. I did not mean that your fay
ing a nece{fary Being exifts Somewhere, does 
-:net·~{r.7;l'ily fuppofe it to be finite; but that the 
manner of Exp1oejJion is apt to excite in the Mind 
an Idea of a Finite Beillg, at the fame time that 
you ~rc thinking ofa Neceffary Bei1rg, without 
accurately attending to the lVl.1tzrre of Tb.lt 
NeajJity by which it exiftso Ne{:efTity abfoillte, 
and antecedem (in order of Nature) to the Ex
iftcnce of Any Subject, has nothing to limit: 
-it; bur, jf it operates at all, (as it muft needs 
do,) it mnft operate (if I may fo [peak,) every 
where and at all times alike. Dctermil1ation of 
a pal'tin,z,lr ~lal1tity, or particular Time or 
PlaLC of Exificnce of any thing, cannot afife 
but from fcJmewhat e;v;tenral to the thing itfeU: 
For Example: \Vhy there lhonlcl exii! jurI: 

fuel! 



the Third Letter. 
fUth a fman determinate Quantity of .lI1atter, 
l1either more ncr leJ~, interfperfecl in the im
menfe Vacuities of Space; no reafon ,an be 
given ~ Nor can there be any thing in 1'atllre, 
which could have determined a thing fo indiffe
f~rent in it felf, as in the MeaJure of that ~ua1Z
tity, but only the Trill of an liitdlige71t and 
free Agent. To fuppofe M.·tter, or any Other 
Subftance, J\-eceJ[arily-exijlillg in a Finite C!ftcr-
1hinate ~rcmtity ; in an Inch-cube, for 1nftance; 
or in Any certain number of Cube-Inches, and 
no more; is exad:y the fame AbfurcEty, as 
fuppoiing it to exifr Kecej[..lrily, and yet for 
a Finite Duration only: 'Which eyer;.r one fees 
to be a plain ContradiCtion. The Argu;nent 
is likewife the fame, in the QtH:ftion about 
the Original of ,il1otion. l1iotiu71 Canl!0t oe 
nece.D:V·ily-xijlh'lg; becaufe, it being mar:ifeft 
that All Determination .• of :Motion are eqll:ili.'l 
po./lib1e in themfelves, the Origii1al Determi,:.:z
limz of the :Motion of any Ilarticular Body' 
tbi,~ Iray rather than the contr.!) y lr,lY, (OZIU i;ot 

be lIec~rrLlry in itJelf, but was either caufd br 
the 7fT ill of an Iiltclligent and Free Agent, or 
elre was an Ejfe8 produced and determlned 
withont Any Cl1tft at all; 'Which is an ex
pree" ContradiCtion: As I haye fuC\Vi1 in my 
Dem011flrati01% oftbeBei71g MId Attributes of GoJ, 
l'ag. 2+. [Edit. 4th.] 

To the &colld Head of Argument, I an
fiver. Sp.zce, is a Prol)erty of the Self-exifi:ent 
Subftance; but not of any other Subftance.s. 
All other SlIf.jI,11lcCS are I Dr Sp.lee, and are p'-
7tetr,lted by it:, but the Self-exiftent Subftance 
is not I~"r Spacc, 1101' pCllet raud !. J it, but is 
it [elf if I ma)T fo fpeak) the Stl!jlr'ltlt1n of 
Sp_let, t e Groll71d of the Exiftcnce (if Sph"i: 
and Duration it [elf \Vhich [Sl'.l'-C: und Du-

l'.1ti01Z] 



7le .L1n !Oer to the TlJircl Letter . 
• 

1'atirJ1l 1 1)( ing evitkn t 1 y 11CrcfT.V'J, and ye:t 
The1l1fc1vcs not Sllf~f!,t1ices, hIlt Profit:! tie.~; fhmv 
('vi(1cntly that the Sutjl.Y1!{c, without which 
t:,cfe l)f("'pertics ('ollid not fll!Jlifl:, is itfc:lf 
mucb mo r ,- (if that were poffiblc) N·ceU~try. 
And as Sj'Mf: and Duration are 1I(?CdfUI, '( i. C. 

Jillc ljlf.l 11011.) to the Exifrcncc of evc) y thing 
e~r.'; if) co]1[equently 15 the Sllbjl,nvc, to whic:l 

.. III lIe Pr(JJiert!e~ belong in that peculiar man-
11er w:1i(-h 1 l'efure mcntiol1cc.1. 

.Deceill, 10. 

17 1 ~, 

I .nu, Sir, 

• 

an,l Servant. 

THE 



The Fourth Letter. 

, , , 
, , 

• 

The F 0 U R T H 

• 

Rei.'erCl1d Sir, 
(t Hatc\'er is the Occafion cf Tr.Y r:,~,t 
, 

" feein3; t'b.c Force of your Re2.[ol~ir:;s, 
" I cannot impute it to (what ),011 do) the want 
" of Clean,cfs in Tom Exrre1lion. I am teo 
"wen acquRintcd \vith m~~ [elf, to think 7l:y 
" not 1I1!de:jJ.mding an Argument, a fllffi;'i~nt 
"Reafon to ccnclude that it's either impr0-
"rerly exprefiec1, or 1iOt cOl~clufi\~e; unlc[~ 
" I (an dearly Sbcw the Dft'fl of it, 'Tis 
"with the greatefl: ~atisf?~ai0n I mnft te:11 
" you, that the more I refieCt on :~C'1.1r Ji'fi 
"Argument, the more I am cOl,\'incccl of t:1(' 

" Truth of it; and it now fcems to me alt0-
"gethcr unreafon::-tble to fupl1ufe A!fobr:: 
'" ],,-cct:Uity can haye any Relation to 07:'; P,r. 
" of Sp.,et: more than to AJjother ~ and if fl" 
" an A!jvllltdY-llt'ejJ~1J'y E"i;:g muit cxift C7.'O'Y 
'" 11-' be re, 

" I 'Winl I \\'as as \\'cll [ttisficl in refpea to 
" the otbeJ', You f:.!:~; 'lll S;I!j!.WC:I', (X"pt tb: 
" S··ZIi'-t·'·:JI,·,t 01'" "'t' II'S", " '1,1 r,·· nt')'···,·,-~ J. ~ .. I (., IJ ! ... ., U, j t. l ~ ~ u.l 1. t 1- .. L •. 

'" rt'd ! y it. All SUbft:ll~~ cs c:(~ubtlt.:fs Whct:1CT 
" Bo(1y ur Sp:riL e:~in: il1 S/,,!, c : Bm when I 
" Ely tLat a Sp:iit exiils 17: Sp.lce, \\'ere I rut 
~ upon telling my mcanins, 1 know not ho'..-

. ( I 
, 



• 
• 

~4 The Fourth Letter • 
"~ cou1d co it any other way than hy fay
., mg, [UCll a particular quantity of Space 
" terminatcs tJ~c Clpacity of ir[ling in finite Spi

H rits atone£11td tbc j:l1llC time; fa that they can..;· 
" not aB: beyond that determined ~lantity . 
.. , Not but that I think there is J011lewbat in the 
" manner of Exiftel1ce of Spirits in n:fp:B: of 
"Space. that 1110re din:Elly al1[n;ers to the mal1-
" ner of the Exiftence of Body; but wbat That 
c:, iJ, or of the M.m1lcr of tbeir exijlc1lce, I cannot 
c, lwflihly form an Idea. And it feems (if 
"l)oHihle) much more difficult to determine 
" wh~tt relation the Self-exijlellt Bci;lg hath to 
'" Sp"lce. To fay h<:: exifts In Space, after the 
" fi17Jle m,l1/lICr that otber SllbJlallces do, (fome
~'what like whicll! teo rafi11y aiH-rted in my 
« 12.lt,) p~rhaps wuuid be placing t 1'e Creator 
~'too much on a level with the Ce.!tl/J"e ; or 
"however, it is not pl.zi11ly and cI:idmtly 
" true: anrl to fay the Self-exiftent Suhftance 
"is the SztbJlrahmz of Space, ill th(: common 
«< fi'1lfi' of ~he \Vor~, is fcarce irltEJIigi'.le, or 
'" at leaft 1S 110t eVldent. Now tho' there may 
« be 2.11 hundred Relations difiinEl from either 
" of thefe; yet how we filOUlcl come by Ide.ls 
,. of th em, I ca :1not ('011"(_ i. vc. l.~' e ma y 
" in:1eccl have Ide.n to tho> trJl'd:, al1ll ~10t al
"tfJgether rl<:part from . ~l(' co 11 '1' }'lrft of 
" them,when Vie fay t~·( S,-lf-(' .i0~n: ~ u: 1tance 
" is the Subjll'.:ttllm of Sp(u·l', or ,1;,· G 01l1ld of 
" its ex.ii1::enC'c: But 1 fcc JlO R ,~,f n 0 .}link 
" it 'D·lIe; becaufc Space f,,'ems .. () 111l !: he a~ 
" ,!bJollltcly Sclf-exijlcllt ,as 'tis poHiblc a:.v '-.il::; 
" L!1l be: So that, make ·what other Sllpl',)ii
" t ion yu1.I 1) lea fe, yet wc Cl111lt)t he! l' i 1.1P
<. pOling [})lliiCl1ji: Spercc; bc'·aute there muir 
'" I,l' circ,cr an [llfillity of B'·'1',!!;., nr . if YOll il 
, ~tll( \v the Exprdlion) all Iujinite V,tori y cJ 

,. Be; I'-g, -

, 
, , 

, 

• 



The Fourth Letter: 
• 

«Beillg. Perhaps it may lJe obieCted to this, 
.< that tho' Space is rc~l1y Nc:ciTary, yet the: 
" reafbll of its king NecefTary,?Drl its being a 
" Property of the Sc.:lf-cxiftc.llt SubHance; and 
<4 that It being fr) m.7.1zif4Ily lYe ceO:z..-y , and it3 
" dependence on tbe &If-e;.;iji:;lt Sl/ljf_mce not f() 
"el Jident, we are ready to conclude it auJoll/to'!} 
"Sdf-exifleut, as well 2<; ?lr:c~fJ!I-Y i anrl that 
"this is the rcafon why the Ue:1. of Sp_1c" 
"forces itfdf on (Jur ~'1in~'s, arteceGcnt to, 
"and excll1fiye (Jf, as (to the Grounl of i:5 
"(xiftence) all other thillgs. l'ow this, t:iO' 
" it is really an OljcEliol1, yet is no direCt A;:
"fwer to '\ihClt I have fa-icl; bccaufc it fllp
" pofts the only thing to be pron:d, 7.:i::.. t};at 
" the re.7J0l1 ·why Space is l1ec(:iI::J.ry-, is its 11<:
" ing a Property of a Sclf-e:xifte:nt Subfb.l1(e. 
" And fllppoiing it ?lc·t t'J be c,·i_!t-i/t tha~ ~pace 
"is abJol1ltely ,'df-cxijl,"J:t; ~-et. whilt it is 
(' doubtful, ·wc cannot argUE: as tho' the contrJ.
" ryr ·were ccrt.lin, and. we were Jure t 1,at ~l;ace 
"was onlyr a Propt-rty (Jf t:ce Stlf-exiftent 
"Subftance. But nO-IN, if Sl':ice be not .1!JO
~, Ilitely IndcpCIld"Jlt, I dOll't fcc \\-~at \\-e can 
" conclude is frJ : For 'ti" manifcftly .jV, (,:!I! ) 
'" Irfdf, as wt:11 as .111tcc,d,'lIt 1) )::t'.ifltl to the cx
" iftence of all other Things, not exec-pring ,2S 

" I think) e\-en the Sc1f-exift-':lH Subftanc('. 
'" All your Confeqllcnces I i~:e fullm ... · de-

" monftrabl" from your SupP,;iirion; ar~(t 
" were Tlh!t eyillcn t, I beliLYc it \\-ould fc>n'e 
" to proye fc\-eralother things ~IS well as \>;:1.i[ 

" you bring it for. l.'pon \\-;liC:1 account, I 
" lhould be cxtrc,1mly plcaLll to fec it pro""ed 
"b)r allY one. For as I lleilgn the Sc>.:udl 
"after Truth as the Bu11ncls of my Life, 
" 1 {hall not be ailumcll to learn frl~m 31nr 
" . 

~1 111 H Perf0B, - , 
• 



'The Fourth Letter. 
4< Perron; tho' at the fame time I can't but 
"be fenuble, that InftruCtion from fame 
'" Men, is like the Gift of a Prince, it 
,~ refieCls an Honour on the Perfon 011 whom 
,. it lays an Obligation. -

1 MI1, Revere1za Sir, 

Decemb. tbe 16ilJ., 
j "7'-' I 1 ,. 

Tour Obliged St:1'1' ,rnt. 

THE 

"'!'1', , " , , 



The An ({)er to the fourth Tetter, 

• "T=O; £ :I' W 
7 F 

The 

• 
SIR, 

A 1....J S 

The 

TO 

~(rl"'''' !') rut!1 

E 

L pt.! P'" ..., , ...... 1 • 

Y heing out of TO',':n moft part r.:,f the 
1,lonth of .1.71111.71). and fome ot~er 3.<.

cidental Avocations, hindreJ me from aniwer
jng your Letter i~)oner. The SLlm of t~e Dif
ficulties it contains. is (I chink 1 ,:'1.s: Th~t 
'ti~ difficult to dl'tenJlilIc, 7rb.!t Rcbtio;z the Solf
exijlt'71t Sllbjlmlcc b.1S to Sp.:!Cf: That to I',\ !r is, 
the SlI!'jlr,ltmn of SpiTel', in t~1'; (Oil/1w.n: :';-'u~,'e of 
the lVord ~ is rC.lrct' intcllizi 1:: cr .. 1t 1-:.111, i~ lIC,t , Jl ,., ~ 

c,'idolt: That Sp,ree jet'i!ll t'J bt: .n A!'fo!:~t':J" 
C" zr t' E "1 ' • IT.' . I 1 • • 

6...)t.' j- ,-,Xij/: nt, a.' rls l}~/ll:" ~~ .. 1;:_' 't'.':i°t:: C.1;1 U3: 

A l ' . b' P ,"' 51- .-11( tnat zt, emg ,1 np,":t.v eJ Z'.': " }-:::cj:,·,;t 
Sl/!jl.l7tCC; i~, fuppoftllg Lbo- tiJil:p, t:'l ;r n'.n -::) !.; 
P d T '" . '1 l' , rOVe. J11S 1S entfll1g :';lc.ec" 1117" Lie \'-:;-

ry l'ottom of the :Nlattcr, an,,, I ,\'ill el:,~:'.":.
i:our to gi\~e you rtS brief ::111,1 de:;, Ql1 Anl~.ver 
as I can. 

That the SeH-Exiftent Subfr.'n:t' is 7:102 ~4:'-
r{fr"ttllill of Sl;ace., or SP:1 .. 'C' a ['. cp~ rry c,f t>.~ 
Self-Exificnt Slli'fi:ll1ce, :",2 ;' r per;::1"Cs ,'cr': 
prCjla ExpJ't:Ifi(J1IS, l~or 1S it c::l:," h.1 TI1;.1 iuc:l, 
But what [mean, is Thi:;, 1':1(, Inca uf S;'.l'-'~ 
(as alGl of Tim:: or Dltutio<'- i; 21l .ri.· fr.I.~ or 
,P..rrti.d l.lu i An !L!eg or ;t (crt,lin ~:'\·ll.:i;t.\ lit 

R ·1 tl' '11 ~\.r~l·l·'ll \\- 1 .,~-~ lCll"~'--'~ ,,, t!\ "I~ • "1" tt.l 0., ' . '- C -.., .·.1 .... 1 .. ,.'- ~.~ "'''' ,I-. , 

:\ 1:. n: -: .. 
,., , ','I' .. 

• • 

2,"'5 
I 



'T'he An -ever to the Fourth c. 
l'zIY-f'xiJling; amI yet which (not being itfdf 
a Srrbjlmlce,) at the fame time neceffaril;r 
pr'4IfppoJt".~ a Sllbjl,mce, without which it coulll 
l:c,t exift ; 'Which Subjhmce confequently, muft 
h~ itfe1f (much more, if 110Hible,) l1eceJJarily
J:::-ijli71g. I know not how to explain this fo 
wdl, as hy the full owing Similitude. A 
Bli71a Man, when he tries to frame to himfelf 
the Ide,! of Body, his Idea is nothing but that 
of H,rrd1lep. A ]\1an that had Eyes, l~ut 110 

l)ower of i~lotiol1, or fenfe c:f Faling at all; 
when he tned to frame to hlmfelf the Idea of 
Rody, his Idea woulcl be nothing but that of 
Colollr. Now as, in thefe cafes, Hard1zeJs is 
not Bocly ; and Colollr is not Body; 1mt yet, to 
the F nderftanding of thefe Perfons, thofe Pro
J)crties neceffarily i1~fer the Being of a S11Z,
J',mce, of which SlIbflal1ce itfilf the Perfons 
have 110 Ide,l" So Space to Us, is not itfelf SlIb
jl,mce, but if neceffarily infers the heing of a 
Subftance, which effects none of our pnjent 
Senfes; And being itJelf 1v"'ec~g;.rry, it follows 
tllat the SlI!'j!il11cewhich it i71fers, is (much more) 
1v-cc~Uaty . 

. I ,!}II, Sir, 

TOlll' aJleElionate Frima 
Jan. :2 9. 

J 7 13· 
and Servant. 

THE 

~ 
• 
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The F 1FT H 

• 
Reverend Sir, 

(, 0 U have verr coml'rehenfivc1y ex-
(, l")reifccl in fix or [even Lines, an the 
" Difficulties cf my Letter; which I ilioul(l 
"have enc1.-:avourccl to have made Shorter, 
" haa I not been afraid. an improper EXl'relE
" (,;1 might poiEhlr occafion a miftake of my 
« l\ieaning. I am very glad, the Debate is come 
"into [0 narrow a compafs; For I t"Jink 
" now it entircfr turns Llfon This, whethc:r 
" onr Id!?,1.) nf Space and Dllratioll are p.rrt-i,!l, 
" [0 as to prt-'ji;rprp the exiftencc of rome 0-

"ther Thir:g. Your Simil i tUck of the IS lind 
"M . l'"1\'f . 1 an, IS "err apt, to cxp am your 1\'~ean1llg, 
"(which I think I fully un1erftanc1;) tut 
"does not [tem tn come entirely up to the 
"l\tlatter. For what is the rcafoi1 tJ:at the 
" Blind Man concludes there mufl: be S)liC

"1J'bat extelll,-d, to give him that Idea of H.II"L!
" l1efs? 'Tis bc;caui~ he fuppofes it impoifible 
" for him to be thus aftetted, llnlcfs there 
" were fame Caufe of it; Wilich Canfe, {hoLliel 
" it be remove. I, the EffeCt woul(l immediat~ly 
" ce~d(;! too, and he wouU no more ha,'c the 
"Idea of H.1I·d7lef~, but by Remembrancf". 
" Now to apply this, to the Inftance of Sp.:c,; 
4, and DlII'.,tioiI, Since a }\Aan, from his l~a\"jr:g 
.. thefe UCCts, \-ery juftly co::clucles tLat r;~crc 
"muit be jC1JIcw7),!t Extco:,rl, whici1 is the 

.M m 3 .. Calif"e 



(jbe Fifth Letter 
"C'aufe of thtm; confcquently, fhou1d This 
'~C:mfe (whatever it is) be taken away, 
"his Ideas would 1::e [0 tOi): Therefore, if 
:' 11'/;,lt is JitppnFd to I. e the emF be removed, 
.' and Tet the UC':t ren'ains, That Suppn.fd 
"C,HtJe cannot be the Real OJtC. Nl,N, grallt
"ir;g the Self-Exifh:nt Subfiance to be the 
"SubjJratllm cf t} ere IJeas; could we make 
" the S1fpp;ljiti~ 11 of i t3 ce.1jil1g ro be, yet Space 
'" anJ Duration would ftill remain lI1zaltered .
"Vlhich f~:el11s to ill ow, that the Se1f-Exi
"frent ~u1)ihllc(' is ret the h!bjlrat1l11l of Space 
" and Duration. lor woul(l it be an Anrwer tv 
" the Difficult:T, to fay that every PropeFly cf 
"the Sdf-Exiftent Sllbftance, is a.~ l1eCfJrary 
~, as the SlIbjlmzce itle~f; fincc That will only 
"hold, WIJi;e .l.1;e SlIbj!.mce i~rdf cxijls: For 
" there's iml,licd jn the Irlea of a Property, an 
"illll'0fii.bi1i']' 01 ruhfiD:ing without it's S!lb
" Jlnlt1l1ll. I grant tlle Suppojitio1t is alf7lrd : 
" But how othcrwifc em we knew whether 
" any thing be a Property of [uch a ~ubftance, 
"but l,y cxaminil1g 'whc:thC'r it would U'c7P to 
" be, if its fupl" s·-.l Sll1:fbmce ih nLl do f) ? 
" Notwithfiandirlg w;~at we ha\c now raid, I 
"canr.ot DlY that I believe yOlll' Argument 
" 1Wt ('oncluji,'c ~ fc,r I n.l1ft own my Ignorance, 
« that I am rutHy ~It :1 1(1[" ~bo,lt the nat nrc 
"of Space alld TIL .rtiu1~. But dd it plainly 
" arrear that they were Properties of a SlI!.
"j}.wc:e, ,NC fhould kn'c an cafe way with tl:c 
" Athcifis: For it \\"Clll1d. at 011ce pron: de:
" monfirably all EteI1l<Tl, Nec:t:O:lIY, Self-rAiJlem 
" Bcil1g; tkH the1 e is Lilt One {uch; an l1 that 
" he is 1/eedfllZ in order to the exiftellce of a1l 
" other Things. 'Which makes me think, that 
"tho' it n1ay be tJ'lle, yet 'tis not Of"'iolls to 
"(;;very Cal)ac~tT: Othcrwifl: 'twoulcl ]-;:n-c 

" been 

• • 
• j, • • • 

• 



The Fifth Letter~ J 1 

" b~cn generally ured, 2S a fundamental Argu-
~' ment for a proof of the Being of God. 

" I muft add one thing more; that your Ar
" gument for the 017Z'11ipreflncy of God, feerned 
" a1117ay.t to me very probahle. But heing very 
"defirous to have it appear dcm~mfirativelJ 
"co1l11ljive, I was fometimes forced to fay 
"what was not altogether my Opinion; Not 
"that I did this for the fake of di.fplltin~~ 
" (for befides the particular difagreeablenefs 
" of this to my own Tempt!, I fhould furely 
" have chofen another Perfon to have trifled 
~, with;) but I did it to fet off the Objection 
" to Advantage, that it might be more fully 
"anfwered. I heartily willi yeu asf.lir Tl-e,rt
"11le,zt from your Opponents in Print, as I 
"have had from YOll: Tho', I mufl: O'W11, I 
c, cannot fee, in thore that I have read, That 
"unprejudiced Search after Truth, which 1 
~ would have hoped for. 

I am, Reverend. Sir; 

Tour '11l0fl Humble Sen:.mt. 
-

Feb. ~: -
1]1,. 

Mm4 THE: 



The Anfwer to 
, 

, 

A s E , 

TO 

TIJe Fi th Lettero - -- • 

SIR , 
N a multitude of Bufinefs, T miflaicl your Ian: 
Letter; and could not anfvvcr it, till it came 

again to m:,,: Hanr1s by Chancc. We fcem 
to have rufhcc1 the Matter in queftion be
t\veen us, as far as it will go; and upon the 
whole, I cannot but take notice, I have very 
feldom met with Perfons [0 rcafonable an~l 
unprejudiced as your felf, in fuch Debates as 
thefe. 

I think, all I need fay in Anfwer to the 
Reafoni11g in your Letter, is; that your grant
i.ng the Ah furdity of the SlIppoJitioll you were 
Jndeavouring to make, is confequently grant
jng the 11ecejJary Trlltb of 111y Argument. If 

'< Dc pcrtium Ternporis or
do eft immtttabilis, fie et;am 
Ordo p:mium Spatii. Mo_ 
VCJnwr hx de locis fui~, &: 
movebuntur(ur iradicam; de 
[eii'/is. NEW rON. Prin_ 
cip . .inatbernat. Scho1, ad De
finit. 8. 

t Deus non en LEfernitas 
vel Infinitas. fed £ternllS & 
injininls; non ell: Duratio 
vel [polt ill rn , fed Dl!rat & 
AdelL Durat fernrer, 0: 
Jlde)l Ltbiqllt; & e:xiflendo 

>f- Space and Duration necE:f
farily remain, tven after they 
are fllppofed to be taken array; 
and be not (as 'tis plain they 
are not) Themfelves Sztbjfa11CeS; 
then the t Sllhjlance on whofe 
Exiftence they depend, willne
c~[Jarily remain likewife, even 
after it is ji!pp(Jf:d to l'e taken 
away.- V.;-hicil ihews it to be 
an i111pnJjibie and (,ontradiaory 
SlIppojitioJI. 

w , ' .-, 



tIe Fift h Letter. 33 
As to your Obfervation at 

the End of your Letter; that 
the Argument I Jiave infiftecl 
on, if it were ob7'iollS to eve
ry Ca-pacity, fhouU have 
more frequently been ufed as 
a Fundamental Argument for 
a Proof of the Being of God: 
The Trlle Clllft why it has 
been feldom urged, is, I think, 
This: That the Univerfal 
Prevalency of Clites's abfurd 
Notions, (teaching that II 111,lt
ter is ?1('ce/Tarily bljillite and 
'lcc~lJ.1J"ily 'Eternal, and afl-rib
ing all things to mere lVItcba-
7:ick Laws oC iV-lotion, exclu
::five of fi1icrl Omfes, and of aU 
Will alld Intcllig;encc and Di-

fcmrer 8:. . '.:;uc, L. :lio. 
Ilelll ~'C'J " .. -~-. r - ; " . m :.,;x. J',' " " ,,,-It: :.I.LULL J 

&,'n C ._, ... , ·-'·":I"·:r r 'n1 ..... ," o.l_I..I.,L ..... J .111 .\.\.1 

urtaqva, ; Sj ,tii plf(ictll<!. 
fie Sem,." c. t:D1~Jl)c.iI'odq, 
Df'f,tfi:.'nis ;i'~i\'ifib'e mo~ 
m:'n:uo!'1 vu: ~ Ie; C~'r:L' re
rum omnium i-:t'_r;cJ~~r.:le 
D ' " offi1nus, nr.n a,lt .,;lir.'iU,II11 

Nil/quam. Omllirr-:[crJ'; efl. 
non per Virtute.?1 h!Jm, {cd 
eciam oer (ubli.u:ti,ilfl : n.lln • • 

'tiirtlls line [1.bll,l11ti,t l!.bfi. 
fiere non prvclt. ],1 ipfo 
continentilr & !11ot·enfllr Vni. 
'lJer(d, &c. !,. 1-: W rON. 
Prin,ip. /I1,tt /:('m,lt. Sebo!. 
general, [lib fin em. 

1l 1'utO implic;lre contra.1i. 
cfionflll, l1C Orti.luIIlJ' [meaning 
(}'.~ ·11 ·t,/,:" "'0 ,/,," 1-, '," , ..... ~ ... t /1-" v., i (( ~ (.-1 J1; <4 

filS. Carta. E)'ijr. 6?, r.u'. 
tis primJl' 

7Jille Pro'videllce from the Gover1l11lf1Zt of tile 
World;) hath incredibly blinded. the Eyes 
of COl1l11:~m Rearm, and l)fevented lVIen from 
,difcerning Him in 'Tpbo11l they li'vc and move and 
have their Bci1!g. The like has happened in 
fome Other Inftances. How l1niverfally llave 
Men for many Ages believed, that Etenrit), is 
liO Dwatioll at a1l, and 11Ijillity no Amplitude? 
flomething of the like kind has hap11cned in 
the matter of Tral1fllbfrantiatiol1, and (I think) 
in the Scholaftick Notion of the Trinity, &c. 

Apr. S. 
] 7 '3· 

I a111, Sir, 

1'0111' AJfeEfio71ate Friend and Serv.?,:t. 

THE 



_:. 2 

Part of a 

fit to Another Gentleman") -

SIR, 
o U will give me leave, without any Pre
face or Apology, to propofe directly the 

'heft A7tfwer I can, to the Objettions you have 
offered. 

There are but Two ways, by which tl1e Be
zug, and All or Any of the Attributes of God 
c:~,n poiIibly be proved. The one, a priori; the 

-:- Rr,'7T. I, other, a pojieriori. The Proof a pofleriori, tis 
:20 T _T;;e level to All lv1:ens Capacities: Becaufe there is 
7nl,,:iJ!h!~+ an endlels u)'adation of wi re and 11 f"e.f:'lll IJhamo-
=11Ng.f oJ b J'" ~I.;J. j 

.Him {rom mena of Na ture, from the moil: ObVIOUS to the 
the Ci et/ti- moR: abflrufe; which afford (at leaft a moral 
"p. of the and rcafimable) Proof of the Being of God, to 
mtorld are J r; 1 ,-, •• fAll 'd' d M !.p I t le J evera lapacztzes 0 1mpreJII zee en, 
;e~~~'i:ing who have any Probity of Mind. And this is 
linder/toad what (I fuppofe) God expeCls (as a Moral 
6'h' the I Governollr,) that Moral Agents fuould be dc-
t .lnf,J t ).1t • d b 
an' mltde; ternllne y. , 
=t:n his Etern,tl l'~wer .(na Godbe.td. 

The 



tte Second Letter. 
The Proof C! priori, is (I funy be1ievE.; ftr:.:r

ly de1llrmflr.,tive:, l;ut (Eke numberlef5 M.ltlx-
11latical Df!1J1011flratious,) capa b Ie: of 1t iJ~ g UIl

utrftocd by only a FT'.J att,mi"i: e Mid,:, 1.e
caufe 'tis of ~re, only ctgc:inft Le,1l1;,'d ,1):1 
lvI~,tapbyJical Diffii.-Z!ltic~. And t11E:re:f-::re it muil: 
TIt:ver be eXl)Lded, that t1'lis ihrlllll be 
made obvious to the Generalitv of ~I<:n, allY 
more than Ajl i"Ol1omy or .zt,{a hem,l1 i: L can 
be. 

This being 11remilcd in genc:ral, I prcccc(l to 
Particulars. 

COllcernii"Jg the Notion of Sdf-E"iJh:ce, I 
{xplain my [elf t]lllS. Of c,'::.ry thing t}:at h, 
thne is a ReaJo1t \,,,-hich l~('W c,oes, or Once 
or Alw2.ys diJ, detennil1e the F";ijic1ile ratl~(r 
tl~an the lv"'oll-exifle7:ce of That ThiIlg. !:of 
That which deriYes not its Beil:g frr.m Any 
Other thing, ths Re.rJo1t or GroZll1d nf .Exi
ftence, (whether we can aTtain to an~t- /.;,.1 ,f 
it, or no,) 11I1Ifi h: Iii t:1e T11:1':g it1t:lf. F0r 
though the bare l'rC:0f 11:-- K:-liocir:ation. t~:2 . .t 
tbeJ'f: Ca7i1iot hIt exi}! Ju, h .7 P:i);f,; ('0<:" "ot 
jndeed give: us ;my c\itti:~ct XOti)1! of ~\2~f--:x
iftence but only i11<::w;; the ~ ':'It.ri7!t\' d' the ,- -
thing: Yet \,'hell once::t thl:g is kn(\\nl, l,y 
rcafonlng ,7 jJoflcriori, to 11e ('",' t.ril!; it lOU: O~.:.l
UJ follo1J's that there r. in .LY,rtHI',· a Real(1\l.7 ['l i
ori, (whether we can dir~'c,\'cr it or no.' cf The 
:Fxiftcnce of Tklt which we kIll"- cam:tH l'ut 
lxift. Sillce thcrefl're, in that \\'hich (kri\,cs 
net its being Lorn any Chher Thi\~g, t'tC 

G,'ou1!d or RC'aJoll 1vhy it c ... :ijis rather tl:an not 
0 .. ' Zfh , muft be in the thing it fdf:, :inll 't1S a 
l1;ain C:ontrarlidir.m to il1n)(lre its own Tl'ill, 
h:" \\'a~r of tjjiciolt Cal1i~, tn be the reaCn "f 
its Fxiil:ence; it ren aills that ,~iJullli" -,Y,', t:Jiity 
\..lllC Cunc Ne,oeiiity that is the Cli.lic llr l~1? 

1111-



;6 The Anf wer to 
l1J1:-,1tC'rable ProJnrtimt between 2 elllrJ L\,) 1)[' 
h,' w;.n" of 'Por17l.,1 C<lnfe, the Grolfud of 
Til:tt !' xiltcncc. AnJ tllis NccdEty is indeed 
a1ilt",t'dl'7',\ though not in Tim!.', yet in the 
()I Jo' of l\"'.1t we, to the Exiitc:nce of the Being 
id-:':lf: \\;'hl'reas on thc contrary, its own 1/'ill, 
1S, in the Order of lY<ltllre, JubfoqZlCl1t to the 
~ltpp(){ition of the Exiftellce nf the Being; 
al1d t11e1'cfl)1'e callnot be the fo)'nhzl Gmft of 
1: 1a" rxifl:ellce. 

l' othing can b(: more a/jztrll, than to fup
rr'll'that any thil1g (or any Circumftance of 
311',' thing) is; and yet that there be abfolutely 
170 rt',lfm If/by it is, rather than 710t. 'Tis eafy 
to conceive, th2.t lre may indeed be utterly 
ignorant or' the reafo71s, or groll7lds, or c.llIfo,; of 
TliCt!l)- things, Eut, that any thing is, and 
rilat there is a reat rtaJoJ1 in Nature 11'by it is, 
rather than i .• not:, theit: t,vo are as necefiarily 
:-Il~tl cil<.ntially COl ;l1cded, 2S any two q)J'rez.~tcs 
'w1-:atcn:r, as Hei,~btb anci Dc:'ptb, Sec. 

The Scholafiick way of proving the Exi
frellce of the Self-cxiftent Being, from tbe 
c;/)J0!ure pClfdlioll of bis l\i..rtllre; is v)£edl' 7fp'c TC
(0. for Allor Ai;Y P"rjec7i01H, pr&JlIppoJe Exi
frcl we; Whirl1 is Pet itio Principii. .But b.tre lYt:
u:(iity nf h'xiJlc7Ice dO( s not f'n .. !J7IJlPoJe, 11llt i1~Fr 
1.- xi: k Jl ('c. 'f;1 eH W] I i ell ex i fts by ,dji:llltci\ ~l'
tll/ily of ,\",7lllle, will always (\vhcther you 
"tvdJ or )]0) be JlIl'pnjt'd ()r i71cludcd in 2ny pnili
i>le I(~la tlf Thillgs, c\'cn where you never fo 
(" x jl1',_Jly jude.wolf!' to excludc it: .Tuft as the 
h ()1"!1' IOU hetween ? and ..J) rel11ains iudi/ded 
J1i r:ll \'C1'f Ter111s, wherein any 1\101n 'would 
n'li·'d.,,;/l' LX pref~ly to dcuy it. 

, ' ' 'I 't 1 () ,',\'..1 ,rt ,'L , 
, 

t • " c •• 
'.'cr I.: )~t1Le 

J 

a lltI to 
thillg, 

C;\;~(J f7!O"y where, arC 
where the l :l1IJi: or 

OrOlIJld 



the Sixth Letter. 
Grollnd of the Exiftencc, is 110t tither (Ij):fi;.·ed 
to, or operates o1Ily in, fome parti 111 Lu· I' lct' (:. 
For 2 and 4 to h:.tvc at all a certain "fo1'f.r
tl011 to each other, and TO hal.'(: That h:ne 
Proportion e7!ery 1vbere; is the l.Tr~.- [ame th:ng. 
And the like is true, of c;yer) t}1ing that is il~
icfJary in itfilf To fuppa[e (as ~.-()U fug!,c:ft) 
that the Sdf-e:xiftent ma,- be limited ~y irs ent . -. 
:fo.7atllre; is pr&.Juppe}iliR a l\~ItZlr[', or Zi;I:zrz;:g 
~Iality : ·Whereas in d;is cail:-, here rr.uft !~(
thing be pnefilprofccl ; 110 j\-.1i1/ i 0, no t2zuli:y 
whatfoever, hut what arifcs {and (C'l~f:-cueLt
ly e'very n,hel e alike) from a l\-ec~)jity .1! Flr:tf in 
itJelf, and El1tecedent (in the Order rf 0',:.1' 

Ideas) to any l\-.ztllFC, Place, ,£Jzuliry, Thi;;; OJ:' 

Thing whatfoever. 
When I fay, t1.at 7'-,-(( Ilit) ,rbJollltt'ly Illcb in 

itfilf, bas no rel.ltio1Z tl) Time or Pi.He: ~ty 
meaning is, that it 11as 1'0 rdati(ji~ to, or c:c
pendenre upon, any Ih1J'til ul.!}' Tirr:e or r:.,ce, 
or any thing in any 1'.lrtiLlIl.v Time Oi· f'1a:e; 
but that it is the fame in .rill T:7J:e and li1 AJ 
Place. \Vhat you mean by Till;t' ::uld Pl.ue 
being ji1tite, I underHand not. T:,e Scht'ol
mens Notion of Ti11l~'s depcnllirg on t>.e Jlo
tians or E:-;ijleJlcc of the 11 La terial \\-odd, is as 
&71JeleJ5, as the fuppofing it to uepeGd on t:-.e 
tllrl1ing or ?tot tlInliJlf!, of an HOIIJ'-p).lf-. T~e 
fame aHa is true of Pi.me. 

Infinite Sp,w:, is infinite Extt"l1f01:: and 
Etcrnity, is infinite DlII\ltioll. They are the 
Two fira and moft obyious ani ftrnple Idea~, 
that every IVlan has in his mind. Timo' and 
PI.lee, are the jiJ:c qzl.! ?lOll of all other thiJ:g •• 
and of aU other Ide./s. To fuppofe Either of 
them Finitc, is an c:xprefs Co1ltr,ldi[iicn in t11e 
Idea itfdf. No l\{an dc:cs or c.m lioilibly il11.!S,i1:r: 
Either of them to be finite; but onh-, cit:,er 

• 
b'T •• 

31 



The Anhtjer to 
by 1107t-attclltio1t, or l)y clJoice, he attends per
ha ps to part of his Idea, and forbf'ars atl"elldiJlI{ 
to the remainder. All the Difficulty that has 
ever uif(;l1 about this Matter.. is nothing but 
Dzrfi thrown by 1\1 ens uiing 1Ford 5 (or rather 
S01l11ds only) in their Philofophy, infh:ad of 
Idt',l,~. And the Arguments drawn from the 
J,-rrgo71 of the Schoolmell, will equally prove 
every A.v:iom in Euclid, to be uncertain and ll1Z

intelligible. 
They who 1-emovc the Idea of !?rjil1ity, (or 

of a Bcil1g whofe Attribute Il1jinity is) by 
fl1ppofillg Space to be nothing but a relation 
betwecn tn'o Bodies; are guilty of the AbJllrdity 
of fuppoiing That, w'hich is l\-:-otbiuJ(, to have 
-real <~talities. For the Sp.rce wbicb is be/ween 
tn'o B()dies, is always unalterahly juft w1lat it 
was; and has the very fame Dimcl1ji01tS, fl.!.ta1l
tity, and F;gul'e; whether TbeJe or a11Y otber Bo
dies be chere, or auy wbere elfe, or 110t at all: 

Juft as Time Of DlIratic11 is the 
>f.. fame, whether you turn your 
Hour-GIaf" or no; or whether 
the Sun moves, or Hands frill ; 
or whether there n'.ts, or W,H 

?I.ot aJ/y Sun, or any .lvI;;zteriai 
Wu,ld at all. 

>.' E.ldem ell: DI(Ttltia feu 
perli::verantia E:d fiend:-I: re
rum; (i,e .110(10 {j:IC c~!le
r~l, five trzrdi, live /I,d/i. 
NEWTON Princ;p 3fatl:em. 
SelJal. ,Id Deftllit. 3. 

The Schonlmens DiilinctiQns, about Spirits 
exifting in UDi, and not ill loco; are mere empty 
&u71ds, \\'ithout any manner OfJl~~l1ijicatio1t. 

Tv fet BOII1td> to Space, is to fuppofe it 
bou1/ded by fomet hing which itftlftakes lip SP.1C(:, 
Awl That's a ("omr .. tdiilio1Z: Or dfe that 'tis 
bou1/ded by IVothi1!J[.; anel then the Idea of T/~'.!t 
,j'/otbil1g, will jlill be S[hlCe : 'Which is another 
COlltradic1ion. Beings which exit! 111 Time 
all.! i1/ S{IC7Ce, (as every finite thing nmH: ?tecd, 
do,) pl'&Jllpl'0Je Time:: and Space: But 1i),rt Be-· -

• 



the Sixth Lettel' o 

ing, whore Exill:ence makes Duration and Sr)a~e, 
mull: be infinite and eternal, becaufe DlIrat101t 
and Space can have 1I'J BG1!l1d~. Not, that Dn-
1'atiOll and Space 2re the Formal Gntfo of Tlo.at 
ExiJlence; but, that neceJJary AttrilJltlt's do 
')t'ece.lfcu·i1y and illfcperably infer, cr ]how to 115 

a p..-ece[JaJy Sul Jl.:mce; of which SllbJ1ance it} If 
we hive 110 111ul1,e, becallfe 'tis the Ol.jec1uf 
'lOne of 01lr Se1?ps: But we percejYe its E"oi
Jlel1ce by its EjFeRs; and the ]"-.;(:rjjity of trox 
.Exiftence, by the J:..~er;ejjity cf certain AttribTij.oes. 
and by other Arguments of Reafo1l and [;,:ft'l"ClrCe~ 
To filppofe Space removed, dtjlroyed., or taJ.:.e~1 
away; amounts to the abfurJ SUPfofitiol1 oo~ 
n:moving a thing aWa)T from itfelf. That is: n 
in your i1nagin .. ltion YOU Cl?11libiLIte t~e lrlli"Jh' of 
Infinite Space, the Whole Infinite SIh7cC will fti.H 
remain; an1 if you annihilate any P .. llt of it. 
1bat Part win fti1l 1leceJfarily remain; as <lP
pears by the 'ltl1mol'ed jitHatio1! of the R,'JL 
And to iUPI,ofe it divided or Dir'iJiUe, am.ollllr!J 
to the fame Contradiction. 

The Objection, of ImlllC?rJity being iYlcc"I1-
jiJhnt with Spirituality and Simplicity; arif\:'~ 
merely from the :Jarg(jn of the S,hc:01men 
1.,,110 (in order to help ont Ti.l?ljiz:jt.!'JIti.1ti0n) 
h,'lYe ufed thcmfelves to fpeak of 1 his anJ Q: 
many other things, in Pbr.-rfes vchich h2,j 110 

Me.mi11g 01' Ide,u belonging tn them. By dc
nyillg the real I1J1?JIe?Ijity and the }"c.1I Ete),,'.?i 
DZlrat ion of God, they in true lOJ:FCJ.1!cr.,o,! 
(though 'ris oreafonable to fuppofe thy" fer
,!Ot That Con[equence,) denied his Bco i1!g. T}:~ 
111Jmcl1jity. of Space, (it b<;-ing thro1..1gh\)lit ,rl')> 
lutdy uniform. and cf[emi.zlly indiL'iliio'!') is Ii) 

m::re inconfiftent \i,-ith Si;J/pliLitJ: t1~1n t.;:; 

1,mifcrm fu,;Ctjiove jon'j'lIg of tbe I J,rrts (If Dn-
• .. -. ..,. 

.. ..JJ.; .... ~, 



The An[wer to 
1oatlo1T, (as )TOU moR: rightly obrervc,) are in": 
conlifi:ent with Simplicity. There is no Diffi
culty at aU in This Point, but a mere Prcju
diC(:, and. Falft ])'.lotiol1 of SinzpZicitv. 

As to Spiritlutlity: The indiviJu2.1 Confc'i
oufilefs of the One Immenfe Being, :is as truly 
One; as the rrefent l\1oment of Time is il1di-
7)idZlally Que, in all Places at once: And the 
One can 110 more properlT be fairl to be an 
Ell or a ll!Iile of COl1fl:ioltfttefr., (which is the Sum 
of your ObjeCtion,) than the other can be faii 
to be an Ell or a Mile of Time. Thi'i Suggeftion, 
:feems to deferve particular conficleration. 

To the ObjeCtion, that the fuppofing Gal to 
be reall}T and jitbflantially OmnilJrefent, is filP
poling him tu be the Soul oftbe7Yorld: I anfwer; 
This is a great Miftake. For the Word, SOlll, 
lignifies a R'lrt of a 1f/bole, whereof Body is the 
Other Part; And the)T, being united, 11lTlt11L"tlly 
ajfc[f each other; as Parts of the fame lYbok 
But God is prefe::nt to every part of the Uni
verfe, not as a SOld, but as a G07JeJ"1tollr; fo 
as to a[f upon every thing, in what manner he 
111eafes; himfelf being aBed upon hy Nothing. 

What you fuggeft about Space h~~ving 710 

P.l1"ts, l)ccanfe 'tis 111fi1!ite; is a mere ~.!Iibble 
:indeecl, anel has nothing in it. The meaning 
of Rlrts, (in Qm::fi:iol1s of this Nature,) js, 
ftparabZe. (0111j101l1ttied, ll1t-tlllitcd Parts, ihch [IS 

are the Hlrts 0f1V[.ltter : 'Which, for That rea-
fcm, is always a C0111po7l1rd, not a Ji111ple Sul)
france. No Matter is 01le S"b./lmrce, hut a 
Heap of SlI!Jjla1n'cs. Anrl That I take to be the 
Rcafoll, ,.vhy j}1atter is a Sllbjett iw,:apable of 
TI)Oll,~ht. 't\ot bcc:!ufe 'tis t'.\tt111tled; but be
(:au{c its ['arts are diJti118 Su,:/Imrc:es 111l-rmitcd., 
awl illdL'JJt:11tllmt 011 c.rc:b otbl:r. "Which (I filP
p'ofe) is not the Call: of Otbrr Sllbfl:auccs. The 

Killds 



. the· Sixth Letter: 
Kinds of Subjlance may perhaps be More and 
more dijferellt from each other, t.han w(! ia.t pre
Jent,) for want of more Se11Jes, ;:~re aware o£ 
AJ.1tter and SpiJ'it, is no other D.i,-ifion, tho.l1 
M"tter and not-ll1.ztttr : Tuft as 1f ore {houlel 
n~vi(le the Species o~' Animals, into Horfts and 
not-HoIJes.· . 
. As to the QjlE:ftion, \'.r~I}r AhfolTtt2! ;"-.;cejjity 

'Nill not admit of the Exifter:.ce of TWI) d?jrinel 
11!d.:?pe1ldt:nt Beinys, as well as (jf different Attri
tlltes andp,.0p:'r i:?3 in 011e rndepcn~:ent Be-ing : 
I .anfwer ; Abfulut:i l\"'"ccejJity, in which there 
is no where any V.!riatio71, C2nnot be t~-:e 
Orol/nd ot ExiH:ence of a .J..YlImber of Fi1!ii:: B~
illgS, however agreeing and harTrOr:ions:; be
caure That (viz. lVum l fJ', nr Finiteneis, ) is it
fdf a mal1ifeft D~formiry of Ii!:-qu.ility. But it 
may be the Ground or Exiftence of One' Uni
form infinite Being. The dUf'J'C1!t Attri!;1l1es 
of which One l..'i,iform Being, are not a r~,.i,'ty 
of Parts,oran il1t-~~l1ifonll1!tfi (if I mar [0 (peak) 
of the Neceility b)~ which it exifts ~ bur they 
are All and each of them Attributes of the Wh'lle 
Attributes of the One Jimplc h;J11ite Bei1tg: Juft 
as the Powers of He.11"iiig alid Seei7lg. are not [,1-
cqll,rlitics or Di.fformit ics in the &ml of ..ai.lit ; but 
each of them, IJowers of the Trbole Soul. 

As to the La}! Argun,ent rou refer to : ~,Iy 
~IIcanil1g then::in i~ Thi3; th:.>.t 'tis a Contra
diction to fuppofc TiJ'O (or more) 1I:'c:/·U:rrily-,;;.:
ijiil/g Beings; bccau[c E.u·b of them, by the 
SlIpl'ojitioll, being inclel)endent, and JlIjjickl1t 
to itii::lf, tho' the Otbcr were illppofeJ lI:Jt to 
e:..ijl; they thereby' E,ld; of them l1mtll.rlly de
lhoy thejilppoj:'d :'1"~'t:llit)1 of the Otbc~rs Exi· 
fh:llce; and conf't'lJ,lcntly l\";.:itb,;,. of them in
deed ,,"ill ,be l1t'/:I:/rr.')' or'. [~ldt~.pt"1t.lt:7tt. :1'01' in
fi:mce; If: .LH.ltro·, or Spirit, ul" ,Hly Otbe'" SlIb-

N 11 fi.mc~·, 



An[wer to tl:e Sixth Letter. 
fla.1tee" could (l.r poj{z! ly l'e conceived 10 exift 
lVit!lout Tb.tt in wbicb the" all exijJ, as Tbt i1(. 

7rlncb tLc), all e."ijf can h:: conceived to exift 
lvitbollt Them; then there would be lleceJJ..11}'
E.'\~f/ei!cc on .iV-either rart. . 

As to the Queftion concerning the poffible 
Plu!',dity of 11Jl7iitcf : Tis ce:rtai~l y trlle that 
the Infinity of Space meither excludes fi1tite 
Bodies nor finite Spirik nor infinite Body, nor 
illfi1tite Spirit. But it t:xc1udes every thing of 
~he j:WIC Kiud, whether jinite or i11finite. Whic.h 
IS all that my Argument requires. There C211 

be but Oue I"finite Space, and but One /,tfil1ite 
Time, and cut Ollt: Iufillite Spirit, (taking 1:;pirit 
(0 mean a pflrticular pojitivc rliftinCt Subftance, 
and not the mere lltC£fative non-matter, of 
w\ich there ITlay bc.jm;~l11erable Kjrids;) And 
(if i'J,!,rtter could be jnfinite) there could like
wifc be but Cue il1fil1ite Body; ann fo on. For 
Ont: bfilliLt: in ctll dimerdions, exhaufts always 
the whok poffibiljty of Tbat Kind, though :it 
cxclLdcs not Ot}, cr . 

The Ubi of Spirits, being their Perception 
ody; and the (j1Jll1ipreIel1cc uf Gon, being h15 
ij;jiuitc }(no1l7blse 0111Y ~ are mere \'lords, with
ou t ,wy Sct?Ie at al1. . An-t b7 the like Confu
ilol1, ailY t bing may be faid to be {f~ly tbil1g; and 
'\t.re have in us no Prjnciples cf Knowledge qt 
~ll> nor any eft' ejt!1cr ofl.Vor:ls or lleat;. 
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BOOKS TfTritten by t1Je Reverend Dr. Clarke; 
and Printed for James Kna11ton, .;zt the Crown 
in St. Paul's' Chl/reb-Tard. 

, 

Paraphrafe pn the Four E'h1?ll,elijls. 'Wherei 
in, for the clearer under:fh,ndillg the Sa~ 

(Ted Riftory, the whole Text and Paraphrafe 
are printed in feparate Columns ovcr-againft 
each other. Together with critical Notes on 
the more difficult Paffages. Very ufeful for F;;> 
milies. The 3d Edit. In two Vol. b7}O. pro 12 S. 

Three PraCtical Effays on Baptifm, C011frm
~tion, and Repentance: Containing full 1n
ftructions for an holy Life; with earncft Ex
hortations, efpecially to young Perfons, c1ra\\'n 
from the Coniideration of the Severity of the 
J)ifcipline of the Primitive Church. The ~d E
dition. This new Erlitio11 makes eleven Sheet:.; 
in Twelves, on good Paper, and a fair Letter. 
pro I s. and for the Encouragement of the 
Charitable, I J 6 for ') l. bound. 
, A Letter to lvir. Dodwell; wherein all the 
Arguments in his EpiJlulary Difr 01llJe againft 
the Immortality of the Soul, are l~articularly 
anf~ered, and the Julgment of tlje Rabers COl':

cermng that matter truly reprefented. To
gether with FOllr Letters in Anfwer to the Au
thor of Remarks on t'-e Letter to .Jlr. Dodwdl. 
To which is added, fome Reflexion:; en that 
-part of a Book calleel Amyntor, or the Dcfenfe 
of Jliilton's Life, which relates to the 'Writings 
of th<:: Primitive Fathers, and the Canon of 
the New Teftament. The Fifth Edition. pr. 4 s. 

Six Sermons on feveral Occaiions. lW' J s. 
Jacobi Rohaulti Phyfica. Latine vertit rc

cenfnit, & uberioribus jam Anllotatic'11il-,us ex 
il111ftriilimi IJaa.ci ]l.Tcwtolli Philofophia maxi-
111?m 11artem hauftis, amplifcavit & orllavit 
S. ClL1rkc. Acce~lunt etiam in hac Quarta Edi-

-
tlOl1e, 



• 

tionc,noya~ aliquot Tabnl:.e ~ri incif<e; & Al1-
l~otationes rllultum funt auct:.e, 8vo. pro 8 s. 

IJ j\"'c'wtoui Optice. Latint: reddiclit S. Cl,lrke. 
s. rI~ .. 1) .. 

• 
The S:riptllrc-DoCll'i1le of the Trillity. In 

three rarls. \-\Therein all the Texts in the 
}:\"c,(." Tcilament relating to that Doctrine, and 
the princil)al Pai1:'lges in the Liturgy of the 
Cl:urch of E'1:21.md, are collected, compared, 
'-mel cxplain'd. The 2d Edit. with Anditions. 

A Letter to the Reverend Dr. lfTC/Is, Reaor 
or l~)lcs!J,H" in LeiceJlc;jhire. In Anfwcr to his 
Remarks, C:1c. Price Is. . 

A .Reply !o the ObjeCtions of Robert ]I,-clj(j1i 
:FCrj; and of an Anonymous Author, aga!ld1: 
J:r eLI! I.e's Scripture-DoCtrine of the Trinity; 
h:iilg a Commentary upon Forty feleCt Texts 
r,f Scri11tnre. To which is added, an Anfwer to 
t'll' Ren;arks of the An thor offome Confidera
,ions cOlJccming the Trinity, ani the Vlays uf 
J'l:lnagi!lg tl,at Controverfy, in 87JO. l)r. 4 s. 

A Coliediol1 of Papers,which l)aiTed ben\'een. 
1!le late Learned :l\·Ir. Leibnit-z, and Dr. Clarke, 
in the Years 17 I') and I7 r o. Relating to the 
Pri I1ci pIes of Jll,ltllral PbiloJopby aud Religi07,: 
V:ith all Al'PCl1dix. To which are adclecl, Let
ters to Di'. Clarke concerning Liberty and Ne
ccility; From a Gentleman of the Univerfity 
(.f L~'~l!!l'id~c: "Vith tJ~e Doctor's Anfwcrs to , .. 
t~'ei1l. Alt:) Remarks upon 2 Book, EntituleJ, 
A FlJiioJopbi(.'c11 Enquiry c01Zcenzi11g Hllman Liber
ty, in 87Ju. price 5 s. 

• 

The Truth of the Chrifl:ian R.:-ligion, in Six Books, by Hu
go r,roti"J i corrected and I/lufl:rat(d with Notes. By MI'. Le 
(. ft',·c. To which is lidJed a 7th Book concerning this Que
Hi··n What Chrifl:ian Churcb we ought to JOIn our felves 

. rn, rierc. By the fJid Mr [e Clac; price 3 s. Done inw En!5' 
Idh by Jobll C I.a!.:.e, D. D. Chaplain in Ordinary to his Ma
JcflJ. The 2cl Ed irion, with Additions.· 
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