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PREFACE.

It is the firm belief of the Author of the folivywing
7 reciise, thot the tendency of some of the opinions respect-
ing Capital Puniskmen!, which within a few years hay
been expressed, and had irfluence in some of our Legaala-
tres; and which have also within s few montha Ho01
putlished and widely circulated, are destructive of the
best interests of society. Aud it eppears to him te be the
indispensable duty of Christian ministers, as good citizens,
and the proper interpretera of the moral law, of which
narder 1s a flagrant violation, to lebor for the correction of
those errors, which, if not eountraracted will leave the
community without that protection of life, which is one .
of the most impertant benefits of the civil state. A proper
exposure of the enormity of tbe crime of murder, and
an e¢xhibition of its terrible consequences, may perhaps
dno as much to prevent the comnmission of it, a2 a similar
methed has done to prevent intorperance. Nothing but
a strong sense of duty has impslled the author of this
trestiss to present to the public his views, and his ressons
for their adoption. It ishis desire and prayer that laws,
- whose cxcellence the experience of more than two hun-
- dred years has abundantly proved, may not he repecled,

Hasr Wixpsor, February 1st, 1843,
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.

ScanceLy o week passes, in wbich we do not
receive intelligence, from some part of our coun-
' try, of the mufrder of a fellow citizen. Ths
- circumstances, attendmg many of the instances,
which have been made known to the public, were

such as to give them the character of hLorrid bar-
barity. Unoffending and unsuspicious persons, vai-
-uable members of society, and some far advanced
in life, merely because supposed to have money in

their houses, saved by them for their support, when =

unable to labor, have been butchered upon their
beda at mdnight. They have not been allowed a

ment’s time to prepare for death, not even time
to: ’awakp from their sleep. 'The first blows of the
murdercr have deprived them of their seases and
their speech, and have hurried them, prepared or
unprepared, into the presence of their final Judge.
Such is now the state of society in our country that
2ot a {ew, when retiring to rest, or when on a jous-

Iﬁ.‘
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oy, and overtalen by ‘ziﬂ,_iiib feel less sce s
Haaty ﬁunmr]y. The lughvft‘;iji' ‘Fobber, the bpl 'ér tq‘}_;
ascomplish s purpose, axd to escape detecﬁim':
does not hesitate to put to déath the perceable trav.

+.ar. and to leave his body without burial to bz

e
W T

aevaenred by wild beasts.

YWe cannot, therefore, notice but with pain and
svief, with anvicty and alarm, the disposition exten..
Aavely manifested to abolish capital pumshments*

czpeetally, when the call 1s so loud .and sc pamest
‘*’"m* v move faithful exccution of the law, which Y
quires the death of the wurderer. Some am«
raale iug oreat efforts to divert the attention of. fhe
public {from the gwlt of the murderer, and to" ﬁx*’
it on the sufferings he must endure, if executeds
The law, by which he is condemned to “suffer
death, is pronounced barbarous; but very little,
if any thing, is said of his great wickedness and
harbarity, or of the agonizing death of un in‘nacent}
person, and the unutterable distress of his _:2?&5&,
friends.  Those, who plead for the aboliticn of
capital punishments, betray great ignorance, both
of the enormity of the crime, and of ihe ;mupses:é
of geod government.  If despotic governments have
in too many instances punished capitally transgres-

sove of their laws; this may be 2 good reasor, why
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we should conhiwﬁ i
of t‘ne “graoatest crivit ﬂ”
't?.wy shoud be ameshed altogether. The same
nrinciple, by which some contend for the abolitton
of capital punisbments, would lead to the ‘abolitic~
of all punishments, and change laws into ere
counsels. In the administration of government in
this free couwutry, the tendeney, it must be evideont

-

to every careful observer, 1s to licenfiousness, {nd

the natural censequence of licentiousness is-eric]

despotism.  The most terrible despotisms havo
been mosgt firmly established, where the peopic
" have been frecd from moral restraints, ahd*‘hmﬂ
kilown no law but.their own corrupt propensitics.

-Thera seems to be at the present time, in overy
department of government, in fainilies, in institu-
tions of learning; in the church and in-ihe state,
an inereasing opposition to such restraints, as are
necessary to good order, and the free exercise of
the  peculiar rights of every individual. We know
that menkind naturally love frecedom ; not true
freedom, but freedom from all moral and religious
restraints. Theyﬂre opposed to those laws, limit-
ing the ope:ation of those propensities, whish if
fully induiged, would involve them in perpetual
rud bloody quarrels.  Children at the earlies

i
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period of life manifest a lﬂ%m of bLi rty, not that
fliberty which is consistent thh the happiness aml

wise government of the mmil}, to which they. 1}‘3**

long. EBvery one naturally desires the liberty of
itdopendence, that which would make him regard.-
less of the rights of others. It is by no means an
easy task for parents to accustom their children
to submit cheerfully to the rules of good govern-
ment. But, it 1s a well known faet that children love
and respect those parents most decided in their gov-
ernnoient, who are neither too severe, nor too indul-
gent. ‘There always has been a class of persons in
every community, who, because never properly gov-

erncd by their parents, have exhibited when of matore .

age, strong epposition to the checks and restraints
of good and wholesome laws. But the freédom they
desire for themselves they are unwilling others should
enjoy. Thisis the class of persons, whose friendship
ig sought by some, for the very reason that they can-

not hope for the favor of others. And their influ-

ence, which is opposed to all good government,
seems to be extending. It must be counteracted,

or we shall have na secarity for our liver, except by

our own weapons. Hardly any one will deay that
we have a perfect right in self defence to slay a
robber, who has broken into our dwelling in the

-’
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pight, or, who attemﬁt_s to murder us on the high-
way: in such cases there cap be no trial ; the exe-
cufioner 1s the judge and the witness. The punish-
ment is 507 ﬂiﬂsely connected with the crime as.
be ummrsg}ly approved, though no murder is acio-
ally commilted. .

It is an erroneous opinion, but an opinion by
which some in offices of importance are governed,
that the increased indulgence of those, over whom
their authority extends, will increase their influence,
and ensure the warm attachment of the people, on
whose favor they depend. 1t is readily admitted
that too great severity in the administration of any
géﬁfémment is injurious. ‘Too great severity pro-
duces dascontent, conspiracies, and revolutions ; and
too great lenity produces disorder and contempt.
"Cyrants are hated ; — wealk, timid, and inefficient
rulers, are despised, and their authority disregarded.

The more intelligent-and virtuous a people, the
raore thej“r: feel the influence of moral motives, the
greater degree of freedom they may safely enjoy.
The friends of true religion have olways been the
friends of learning and of true liberty. But to pre-
serve the virtue and freedom of a community, the
young must be taught the great principles of moral-
ity and religion, and the government must be so

TETR e i‘-“‘rm L -LI...___ . .i
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adminisiercd as to manifest an abhorrence of those
crimes, by which the reputation, the property. %
hives of good citizens dre destroyed. So Iung‘é.garﬁ
crimes of great enormity continue {o he committed; i
oo long severe punishments ought to be inflicted.
Tliis is certainly reasonable and must be approved

et

by every good citizen. P
It is too evident to be questioned that publjﬁ“'f&éﬂ

in this country are far less respeeted, and their
influence 1s much less felt than formerly. ’'Fhey
are not as they once were a terror to evil apers.
This is to be attributed to-the influence of these
~ opinions, the tendency of which is to destroy all
zood government. In the choice of men to fill the
most important offices, the most popular candidates
afe not always those, who have such a high sense of
moral virtue, as to encourage the hope that they
will execute the laws with firmness and 2 sacred
regard to the public good. The voice of those,
who are most regardless of t_hﬂ_.i'festrainta of good
laws, too frequently prevails. They sometimes
determine the choice of rulers, and the latter. of
course endeavor to please thuse, to whom they are
indebted for their promotion, and-by whose lsbars
they expect to retain their places. After all, those
who appear to be most opposed to gosod gOVCrH
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ment, and most clamorous for more itberty, tre the
i*ﬁggrf first to treat with dlsr&spect and even to.ridi«
‘cule the men, who are most ready to gratify them.
The people will not respect a ruler whom they con
govern. Why was the hero of Ntm' Orleans 50
popular in this country, as to be twide elected to
61l the first office in the gift of the nation? Was
it because he was opposed to sll capital punish-
ments 7 Why was Washington applauded for bis
unyielding firmuess in executing Mujor Andre, ap-
prebended in the faithful discharge of the duty, he
owed to his own country 7 'Why was Napoleon so
much admired and adored by the Irench nation?
His army, which was subject to the most rigid dis-
cipline, wag ready to sacrifice their lives for him?
How would these heroes have been regarded, had
they neglected to maintain strict discipline in‘their
armies, and had they exhibited that igﬂulgenc’-e for
which many contend? 'The highest honors, men
could bestow upcrithem, they reeeived for their
decision and energzy inthe execution of those laws,
which required them to punish with death great
offenders, These cases, fumiliar to all, waks
kugwn' to us more satisfactorily than a theusand
f‘mmentq, not derived from f&ctd, the best fechngs-
of the great izass of the community. Under rolers,
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who have sufficient firmness and resolution, to cua-
ble them to punish great transgressors according to
the magnitude of their ctimes, good eitizens expecs
pretection and feel secure.  But under weak and
timid rulers, who are governed not by sound prin-
ciples of justice, but by popular opinion, they can.
not feel seccare.

Iin New Lngland, till of late, the propriety of
punishing capitally those clearly proved to be guilty
of murder, hag hardly been called in question,
T'he consequence has been that few have becn cap-
itally punished, and in no part of the world has Life
as well as property, been so perfectly protected.
Some few, it is true, but mostly femzales of very ten-
der feelings, and men of a simlar spirit, contem-
plating only the sufferings of the person condemned
to die, have expressed a desire that he might not
suffer death., It is not difficult to account for the
{eclings of such persons. Much time often passes

__between the commission of the crime of murder

and its punishment. During this interval the ex-
citement produced by the murder and its cir-
cnmstances subside.  But the trial of the mur-
dercr, and the preparation for his execution so oc-
cupy the mind as to canse almost a forgetfulucss of
the dreadful deed, for which he 1s about to sufier.
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I¥is punishuent, rather than his crime, is the chicf
subject of thought and conversation. Ieekings,
however, are not the rule of duty. Nothing is
more painful to parents than to bo obliged to punich
their cbildren.  If faithful, their feelimgs will no?
prevent them from discharging their duty. And
nothing is more painful to geod rulers than torhc
obliged to punish transgressers of their ]&Wﬂ. The
long continued peace enjoyed in this country, “and the
ercat degree of {reedom experienced, have ocen-
sioned a remissness 1n the execution of those laws,
which require severe punishments. DBut the multi-
plication of crimes of the greatest enormit}, of late
years, calls loudly upon civil rulers to arise.and o
protect the property and lives of those, by whom
they have been elected for this véry purpose.

The questions I now propose to discuss m:?: the
following : Is it right, and is it cxpedientito punisi
with death those clearly proved to be gz:iify- of murdey?

1. Is it right to punish with death the man, clearly
proved 2o be guilty of murder ? |

In support of the affirmative of this question the -
scriptures are as explicit as possible, Any person,
who 1s able to read, may understand the following
passage. “And surely your blood of your lives
wiil 1 require; at the bhand of every beast will &

o . e
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reeuire ity and at ihe hand of man ;3 and at the hand
of every man’s brother will I requive the hie of man...
Whoso sheddeth man’s blood by man shall his blood B
te shed: for in the image of God made he man.*¥

Though the language of this passage is so plain
that versons of the fecblest capacity may understand -
1§ 3 '"s;,t a8 ¢ prominent admcmc of the abolition of
cﬂpltzd ]mmahments, by the most pucrile and absurd
oriticism, endcavored to make it support” his views,
and also to malie the impression on the public mind-
that the learned Michaelis agreed with Inm ; 1t may
be interesting to the reader to know, how it was

mterpreted by this learned writer. In the second -

verse, Michaelis substitutes whatsocver for whoso-"
cver, and thus renders it: ¢ Whatsoever creature
slmddcth human blood, be it man or beast, by man
He nives
the following reason for the substitution of whatso-

chall 172 blood in like manner be shed.”
r

v for whosoever: ¢ According to the tenor of
the preceding verse, where beasts as well as men
are mentioned, and where God had said, that from
men as well as from beasts, he would require the
wiged of man, as he expressly declares by the in-
strmaentality of men, to whom he assigns the duty
of avenging it, the sixth verse is to be rendered not

R —
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. i5

whoseever but whateoever sheddeth human blood,
g0 as to include beusts as well as men. In order
to render human blimd still more sacred,” observes
this learned writer, ‘“and to represent murder to
the view of the common people, who must ever be
governed by sensible impressions, as a crime pecul-
iarly abominable and unpardonable, it was ordered
that even an ox,.if he had gored a man to death
should be stoned.”’*

In order to have a proper view of the crime of
murder, we must contemplate the dignity of man —
his relation to his Creator, his obligations founded
“on it, his capacities, and his destination. He is an
intelligent moral being, created originally in the
image of God, in righteousness and true holiness.
Though a fallen being he is yet the,‘siibject of a great
King, and vast provisions have been made for his
redemption. To murder. one of the subjects of the
greatest potentate iu the universe — one originally
made in his own image, and one, whom he 13 using
means at vast expense to restose to his frieundship,
is a crime of greater smagnitude- than we can cofhe
prehend. That man, who is gulltv of such an acthi
is not fit to live; and most ma vstly deserves o
die. 1f justice 1s the oppos”  of ...nju.:.-.ttce, tﬂma;.-

L]
T Tt i m——-_-mm
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-
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tustice demands the death of the murderer. Thig,
however, by no means makes good the loss sus-
.ained. DBut this i1s all the law can exact.” How
unreasonable then, to pronounce the peualty unjust,
or even scvere, which requires the death of the
murderer, when this falls so far short of repairing
the injury done! God himself, the Creator of all
znen, the inost benevolent and compassionate being
in the universe, demands 1it, that men may know
how the crime of murder appears 1n his sight,
end how it ought to appear in their sight. Lhe
circumstances in which the deed i1s usualiy perpe-
trated, add much to the guilt of the murderer.
His success depends on making his attack without
being suspected. And his escape from detection
depends on the :dispatch, with- which he accom-
plishes his wicked purpose. He gives lis victim
no time to offer a prayer to &rod. But, if condem-
ned to be executed, he has days and weeks durnng
which he may repent and seck the forgiveness of
s sins.  As a general fact, the persons murdered
are valuable citizens, who by their industry and
frugality have laid up something for their families,
and for themselves, when old. ©On the other hand,
o commit murder are the worst members
¢i wociety, whose influence, should they be spared,
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raqust he destructive, and whose death inust be «
real benefit to saciety.

When God made known his will to Noah, there
was but one family on the earth, and he intended
his commands {or all the posterity of this patriarch.
Inthe 6th verse of the Oth chapter of Genesis there
is probably an allusion te the-case of Cuin, whose
punishment God for wise reusons chose to inflict
himseif. When Cain slew his brother, his con-
science immediately convineed him that he ought to
die, and be felt assured that every one, who might
become acquanted with the fact, would have the
same view of his demerit. The mark which Ged
put upon him, was an acknowledgment that he
would be exposed to death. . In this case for wise
reasons, perhaps, because there Were. no witnesses
to testify against Cain, and it was not . proper that
any one should be condemned without sufficient
proof of his gui}_t, or, hecause he was the only sur-
viving son of his parents, for such or other reasons,
God was pleased for a time to defer the punizhment
of the ﬁrst murderer. The voice of thy brother’s
_ blood " God gaid to Cain, ecrics to me from tho
ground. "T'he meaning scems ts be, cries te me for
vengeance. How many murders at the pregRng

time, known only to God, remain unpunichad f¥a
2 by ': M g ﬁ’u‘." "
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tine.  ¥hatever iicht he the 1Cason for deferring
the punishment of Cain for a time; we have ne
evidenee that the experiment, if we may view it in
this light, proved to be the means of preventing the
conunission of murder. Before the deluge, we nre
informed, the earth was filled with violenee, hy
which we must understand that human life was
iseeure and. thatanurders as well as robberies were
frequent.  As there was probably no regular gov-
ernment, men doulbstless enjoyed that freedom,
which many now destre. 1t was on account of the
wickedness that prevailed that the inhabitants of the
old world, with the exception of one family, were
destroyed. If crimes which are mala 'in se, or
which are transgressions of the moral law, are not
punished according to their magnitude ; God will
vistt guilty commaunities with desolating calamaties.
He will not suffer the subjects of bhis kingdom,
made in his image, and made capable of holding
communion with him, to be murdered, without
requiring the blood of the murderer.

itefore (cod said to Noah, ¢¢ whoso sheddeth man's
blood, by man shall his blood be shed,” there might
be some hesitation in punishing a murderer on
zecount of the case of Cain, whose punishment

wes not immediotely inflicted. To Noah and his

i i
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family God expressly said-by mar shall his blood,
(i. e. the Dblood of the murderer) be shed. Tt ig,
therefore, the indispensable duty of mon to punish
the murder with death. And lest there should
be any doubi respecting the proper person, whose
duty it would be to execute the sentence of the law,
the following direction was given. ¢ At the hand of
every man's brother will T require the life of man.”
The responsibility, therefore, of avenging the death
of one murdered devolved on a near relative. This
was 2 wise direction before the establishment of
any rogular society. 'The relatives of an individual
murdered would be the persons, who would feck
injured, and who would be most disposed to slay
%um, who sliould perpetrate the wicked deed. Neo
other person would be willing to expose his life to
avenge the decath of one not related to him. The
avenger of blood was a near relative of the person.,
murdered. ¢ By this name,” observes thie learned

*3

Michaelis, ¢ we must understand the nearest reia-
tion of 2 person murdered, whose right and duty it
was to seck after and kill the murderer with his own
hand ; so much so indced, that the neglect thereof
drew a'ter it the greatest;possible infumy, and sub-
jerted: the inan, who avenged not the death of his
reletion to unceasing reproaches of cowardice snd |
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avarice. How this law was understood by thea
posterity of Noah, from the time of the deluge t6
tirte establishment, of the Hebrew 'Theoeracy, a
period of 857 years, is abundantly evident f-om
history. Not a doubt was entertained by any one
that the murderer descrved death.  Eere we can not
but notice great imperfection in the mode of exe-
cuting justice There was v trial of the man, who
had killed another. The avenger of blood slew the
supposcd murderer wherever he could find him.
"T'his too he did at the hazard of his own life. The
avenger of blood was liable to be deceived, and did
1o doubt slay him, who was guiity of mansiaughter,-
or who had unintentionally slain a fellow creuture)
The distinction between murder and justifiable
homicide was not observed, and, as there was no
trial, could not always be known. In Arabia, and
in sume other countrics, where there 18 no regular
‘overnment, we still {ind the avenger of blood.

R

 —

iizhomet endeavored to modify the law by which
the avenger of blood was governed. ¢ Ife recom-
mended as an act of mercy pleasing in the sight of
od, the acceptance of a pecuniary compensation
from the actual murderer, in lien of revenge.”
~-’his, however, could satisfy only the most avari-
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cious. It ailowed the rich to -commit murder by
poying a sum of money, but exposed the poor
to suffer death. All attempts to modify the laws
of God have proved to be failures. For more
than 850 years, the long period from the time of the
deluge, to the giving of the law at Sinat, the avenger
of blood was the executioner of the murderer.  But,
becausc some, who had unintentionally slain their
fellow creatures, were put to death by the avenger
of blood, and to remedy an evil, which, according
to the custom of that early period, was unavoidable,
God commanded the Hebrews, when they entered
the land of promise, to appoint six cities of refuge,
three cities on cach side of the river Jordan. Yo
these cities, those who had unintentionally clain
their fellow creatures, might make their escape, be
protected and have a fair trial.  If found innocent
they were acquitted, and were set at liberty at
the death of the high priest, when it was supposed
the excitement of the avenger of blood would have
subsided. The Hebrews were required to keep
good voads {rom different parts of their country to
the -citics of reiige, which were not desigued to
afford any protcction to murderers. When {ound
guilty they were certainly put to death. ¢ Thesa.
laws of Moses,” says the great Montesyuiew, ¢ were
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perfectly wise. The man, who had involuutarily i
kiiled another was innocent, but *he was obliged to °
be taken away from before the cyes of the relations
of the deceased; Moses, therefore, appointed an
asylum for such unfortunate persons. Great erimi-
nals deserved not a place of safety, and they had
none. I persons who had committed manslaugh-
ter had been driven out of the country, as was ClUs-
tomary among the Greeks, they had reason to fear
they would worship strange gods.” T'he appoint.
ment of six cities of refuge, so conventenily
situated, ag to afford an opportumty for any oae
who might be so unfortunate as unmntentionally to
slay a fellow ercature, to escape to one of them,
where he could he protected, was a great henefit,
It produced a happy change in the-condition of the
IHchrews.,  History does not inform us that there
was any such establishment 1n any other country.
The appointinent of six cities of refuge for the
innocent makes 1t evident thatl murderers were

.allewed no protection and were judged worthy of

death.  After the Ilebrews became an independent
nation, had a perfeci code of laws, and an siganzed
rovernment, the administration of justice belonged
io properly qualified magistrates. 'T'he responsi-
hility znd duty of the avenger of blood devolved on'
the whele nation.
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As the law given to Noah was the law of nature,
founded on the plain principics of ’:justice and rea-
son ;3 so it was recognized in the decaloglmr which
was only a republication of the law of nature.
But some of late have endeavored to prove that the
sixth commandment, * Thou shalt not kiil,”” forbids
capital punishments. - It can hardly be supposed
that any man of intelligence in his right mind can
admit such an interpretation, unless he:adopts ihe
opinion of the Siamese, who dare not kill a fly. a
serpent, or even any animal for food. If the sixth
commandment be a law it must bave a sanction. It
cannot threaten to punish those, who do only what
God permits and commands them to do.  Its sanc-
tion must, therefore, have reference to murder.
There need be sio dispute respecting the meaning
of the si&:ih commandment. God has given us the
interpretation of hic own law, in language too plain
to be misunderstood. ¢ Whoso killeth any peison
the murderer shall be put to death by the mouth of
withesses; but oné witness shall not testify against
any person to cause him to die. Rorcover yz shall
take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer, which
1s guilty of death, but he shaﬂ surely be put to

death.”’* Somewhose erwledge of the Sen Pti‘zrf—*&w
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is very limted, suppose that the cdmmaeand given to
Noah is 2 part of the Mosaic law, desigued for the
Hchrow nation, though given more than 850 yeurs
hefore they came to Mount Sinai ; and, because the
tvpical and ritual parts of the ancient code, which
were only a shadow of good things'to come, werc
repealed when the Christian dispensation com-
- mepced, that therefore the whole Mosaic code
ceased to be obligatory. Such persons ought to be
beiter acquainted with the -Scriptures tefore they
draw arguments from them. "Their ignorance of
the law of their Creator and rightfal sovereign i -
inexcusable.  The manner in which they treat the
revelations God has kindly given us must be highly
displeasing to him. 'They betfﬁj' ogreat ignorance
of the foundation of all laws. |
The moral Inw, which is the law of the ten c{fimm'
mandments, 18 founded on the relations we sustain
to God and to our fellow creatures. This law is
the law of nature. It was the law imposed ou our
first parents and their posterity, republished at
RMount Sinai, and written on tables of stone, that it
might never be forgotten.  Tins law has ever been
the smne, has nm'exﬂgi%?en repealod or modified 5 nor
-psh i be o long a3 Miankind sustain the same rela-
sfwgws thoy always have done to God and te their

3 5'}
|,_L1l .
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fellow creatures. 'Lhe moral law is entirely. differ-
ent and distinct from those portmns of the Mosaic
code intcnded ex cluswﬂ‘y for the Hebrew%_,ﬂnr}
which ceased to be (}bhgatﬂry after the cmnmeinmn
ment of the Christian dispensation. ¢ Think t,wf,-”
satd Christ, ¢ 1h__ai I am come to destroy the Jaw oy
the prophets; Tam.not come to destroy but to fulfil.

For verily 1 say unto you,.till heaven and earth’™

pass, one jot or one iittle shall in no wise pass from
the law till all h‘ﬂ'} slfiiled.”*  Chlirist came not. 1o
repeal or to mudtfy the law, but to magnify it and

make it honorable. .His death was a most glorious -

proof of this. It was designed to give us an affect-
ing view of the lmmutable character of the moral
law, and to increage our obligations to keep it. If
the moral law has been abrogated ; then we can-
not do any thing morally wrong.  Ior where there
is no law, there can be no transgression.  If the
imoral law bias been repeaied, we have no need of
4] Smiour,zrho is the ead of the law for righteons-

ness to every one that believeth,  If the moral law

has been repealed, of wbat law 1s sin a transgres-
sion?  If the moral law hias been repealedy we have

ne loaw of God; and we Lnow not how 6 dmrﬁw
-:i;'

will, or when we displense him,
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atheistic ground. But the preceptis of the morsl

Jaw are recognized by the inspired apostles, as stili
shlipatory. Indeed the increase of Light under thig "'
dispensation and the great things done for our salya-
tion, have greatly increased our obligations. Py
we then make void the law through faith’’ 7 said the
apostle, « God forbid, yea we establish the law.* Fop'

¥ delight,” he said, ¢*in the law of (xod, after the 5

inward mae.”t  Does not every minister of the gos.

W W

pel of every denominﬁtion,“ﬁﬁdﬁb@g&éry missionary to-
the heathen, preach the law as pieparatory to the
reception of the good news of salvation by grace? -
What law is it they endeavor to explain and ep- -
force 7 It can be none but the moral law, repub-
lished at Mount Sinai. This Tust be applied to
the consciences of all, who listen to the soungd of
the gospel, or they will never repent of their sing
and accept the offers of forgiving merey. "Lhe
gospel contains the law, and gives lust.e to its pre-
cepts. It makesit appear glorious. . The murderer
appemé more base, wicked and deserving of death,
when seen by the light of the gospel, than when seen
,:*f in the light of the law merely, The death of Christ
f _ gives us the most solemn and affecting view of God's
_ﬂbhorr?nce of sin, and of course of the sin of mur-
ﬁér;,tﬁe greatest of all crimes. No one who reads

q
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thie- New T'estament and meditates on the sufferings
and death of Christ, can. believe that sin appears in
the sight of God to be a less evil than it did under
the former dispensation, or that he appears to béléﬂ'ﬂ
disposed and less determined to punish it. Chrig-
tianity does not look npon sin with less-abhorrence

than the moral law.
Some of the opinions which appear now to be gain-

ing influence in this country are atheistical in their
character. 'The failbﬁﬁiﬁg are from Marquis Becca~
ria, an Italian, and a corrupt g;agistmte,* who was de-
sirous of abolishing the punishment, to” which he
might perhaps be exposed. When and where he lived
there were many crimes besides murder, which were
cepitaily punished. These opinions, though ‘an@_:ﬁri;-
osnally his, have of late been published in several
of our newspapers, and have been very extensively
circuiated. Tuough at first view and without ex-
amination, they may appear plausibie, they are in
reality -sophistical, absurd and atheistical: ¢ Aﬁ“\t |
the rights,” he~-metntdined, ‘¢ possessed by govern- T
ment are such as have been surrendered by the indi- |
viduals, who compose the body politic, for the cum- | |
mon benefit of the whole. _ft will not be'preh‘:ndéiﬁvl :

1 -
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by the strongest advocutes for capital punishments; <3
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he does not poszess this right, he cannot delegate to

»  The absur-

oovernment what he does not possess.
aity of this rensoning way very easily be made to
appear. It is admitted in bis argument that suicide
i3 an unlawful act, and 1s murder. He then begs
the aucstion by denying that capital pumishments
are lawful, the very thing to be proved. Because a
man bas no right to murder himself, therefore gov-
ernment has no right to punish a murderer with
death,  Or, because a manshas no right to murder
bimself, therefore, government has no right to pun-
ish a murderer according to a just law. The two
things are totally different. We might as well rea-
son in the following manner: because a- man has no
richt to steal, therefore, a creditor has ne right to
aemand the payment of a just debt. Ilave parents
ne right to punish their children except that which
the former have received from the latter ? Have the
Leads of our schools, academies and col!eges,_ no
rights except such as have been given to them by
their pupils? Suppose-a number of persons should
form a conspiracy and should rise up in rebeliton
apainst their lawful government. Suppose they
should commence burning butldings, and destroying
the lives of their fellow citizens 3 would not the

goyorninent have a right to order an armed force te
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subdue them, and, if not able to effect their object
otherwise, would it not be right to slay those who
opposed them? In sucha case, what would be
thought of Becearia’s weak, sophistical argument{ —
that because these rebels have no right to murder
themselves, therefore government has no right to

punish them with death for murdering their fellow

citizens 7 ‘Buch arguments may blind and mislead
those, who do not take time to examine them; but
when understoed they ¢annot be apprgﬁﬁed by any
good member of society. Another view of Becca-
ria’s arguntent will expose its sophistry and, absur-
dity. Hec admits that no man has a right to take
his own life and therefore cannot delegate the right
he does not possess to others. This is overlooking
entirely the rights and claims of God. He, how-
ever, commits himself, and concedes what he does
not mean to concede. Of what law, it may be
asked, is suicide a transgression . 1f no man hasa
right to take his own life, suicide must be the trans-
gression of some law. And that law can be nons
other than the moral law of God, whose right to
take away the lives of guilty men when he pleases,
1s exercised every day and cannot be disputed. He

18 certainly the best interpreter of his own law!
“ Ye shall take no satisfaction for the life of & mur~"
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derer, which is guilty of death 5 but he shall surely
be put todeath.™  Bymanshall his blood beshed.”+
Has the man attacked on the highway by a robber,
who directs a londed pistol at his breast, no rizht
cxcept what the robber has given lnm, to seize jt,
and turn it against him, and discharge 1t 7 The ar-
suinent of Beccaria is atheistical. It does not recog-
nize¢ the relation parents and rulers sustamn to God,
and their obligations thence arising to him, on whom
they constantly depend for life and all things. Ged
cives parents the right and makes it their duty to
command their children. He has given laws ‘to
parents, and also to children, by which they must
he governed. This is a proof of s wisdem and
benevolence 3 for all his laws are reasonable, and
obc.lence to them is connected with our highest
happivess. So on account of the relation rulers
sustain to God, and to the people over whom: their
authiority extends, he has given them the right and
made it their duty to do justly, and to act in view
of the public good and of their accountability to
him. He has given laws, both for their govern-
ment, and that of the people, who look to them for
nrotection.  Have not the actions of rulers a moral
character 7 Is there no true standard, by which we
may judge whether their laws are just or unjust—.

il o ——— A— MHH

*Numb, xxxv, 31. Gen. ix. 6.
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and whether their actions are right -or wrong?
Are human enactments the only rule, by which the
character of their conduct is to be determined?
What is this but atheism 7  Isit not the providence
of God, by which men are raised to important offi-
ces? ¢ Lift not up yoeur heads,” saith Jehovah,
« speak not witha stiff neck. ¥or promotion cometh
neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from th
south. DBut Godis Judge. He putteth down one
and setteth up avother.”’*  « By me kings reign and
princes decree justice.”’t Do not the seriptures
abound with messages God sent to kings and men
in authority ? Has he not the same right now as
formerly to command civil rulers? Are they not
his servants, and accountable to him for their con-
duct? In the New Testament we are as clearly'
taught as 1n the Old, that God putteth down one
and sctteth up another at his pleasure. «“Forthereis
no power,’ said the inspired apostle in his epistle to
the Romans, «but of God: the powers that be are
ordained of God. For rulers are not a terror te
good works, but to the evil. 'Wilt not thou then be
afraid of the power? Do that which is good and
thou shalt receive praise of the saine. For he is the
minister of God to thee for good. But, if thou do

il i
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ehat which 1s evil, be afraid 3 for he heareth not thy
sword in vain: for he is the minster of God, a re-
venger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.”s
Now as the moral law which is the law of nature
uas never been repealed or modified, and as one
mode of punishing murderers under the former dis-
pensation was by the sword, it 18 manifest that the
inspired apostic in the passage quoted, took it for
eranted that capital punishments for murder would
continue and ought to continue to be inflicted. In
thie parable of the king’s son spoken by our Saviour,
and having refcrence to future events, we find the
following passage. ¢ And the remnant took his
scrvants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew
them ; and he sent forth his armies. and destroyed
the murderers and burned up their city.”+ Here evi-
dently our Saviour speaks with approbation of ¢
ital punishments for murderers.  They were to
inflicted not by the immediate hand of God; but
by human instrumentality. Nothing can be plainer
than this, that under the present dispensation,- capi-
tal punishments for murder are just, approved by
Christ himself, and the only punishment we are
authorized to inflict. No substitute 1s mentioned.
Christ did not come to destroy or alter the law

R — —
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of God. It does not appear, therefore, that the
gpirit of Chrlqtmmt} 1s opposed to the infliction of
capital pumshment for murder. It gives us the
clearest view of the enormity of crimes, that the
cuilty may not delay by repentance to scok for
pardon, Let those who dwell with so much satie-
faction on the mildness of Cliristianity, as an apolo.
gy for transgressors, or as a reason for the mitiga-
tion of their punishment, meditate on the following
passage. ¢ But the fearful and u:abelievi:rg, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars shall have
their part in the lake that burneth with fire mlqojr
brimstone, whichis the second death.®* This is the
view which Christianity gives us of the crimes enu-
merated. Do transgressions of the moral law ap-
pear to be crimes of l¢css magnitude under the pres-
ent thian under the former dispensation ?
Christianity has greatly ameliorated the condi-
tion of those, who feel its influence. Captital pun-
ishments are few 1n pumber, compared with the
number in pagan countries. They are inflicted
with as little additional suffering as. possible. No
tortures or protracted pains are allawed., Crimes,
which had respect to property merely, were not by
the Mosaic law punished with death. 1 ew are the

o — —
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crimes, which by our laws are punished capitally,
Dut Uhristianity was never designed to diminish the
" muilt of transgressors, 'The more it has clevated
man, by presenting to his view for contemplation
and pursuit, noble and magnificent objects, the more
he values his life, and the greater is the guilt of
him who destroys it.  Those who plead for the abeo-
lition of copital punishments, should first show that
murder tinder the increased light -of this dispensa-
tion is a crimc of less magnitude than wnhder the ¥
_ former dispeusation. So long as murders eontinue
to be committed, so long capital punishments ought

st

to be inflicted.
| There are some, perhaps many, who view civil
covernments as independent of God, and who are
unwilling to acknowledge that civil rulers are ac<
countable to him for their conduct. "They never
refer to the seriptures for direction and authority,
rauci: less to Christ, unless to lower the standard of |
justice by a perversion of the precepts of the gospel,
¢ The proper end of punishment,” they say; ¢¢is'not;
the satisfaction of justice, but the prevention of h}
crime.”  Some good men, withcut consideration,
have adopted this opinion.

This is overlooking the claims of God, excluding
kim from civil society, and is an atheistical view of
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the subject. Xf the good of society be the proper

end of law and of punishment ; the end must j?zstii}r

the means, and any laws may be enacted, modified,

or repealed, according to the pleasure of the rulers

of the state or nation, or according to their view of
the best interests' of the people under their author-
ity, This was the doctrine of Machiavel, though
some have thought he did not himself approve of it,

but only meant to show what were the opinions by
which many statesmen are governed. - Is there no
such thing as right and wrong, aside from the conse-
quences of our actions or measures? Is a man un-
der no obligation to tell the truth except from o
regard to his interest ? May he lie whenever he be-
lieves it will be for his interest 7 May a man cheat,
steal, and refuse to pay his debts, if for his interest
to do so? If governments may be influenced by
such principles ; why may not individuals adopt the
same 7 May a powerful nation, without any suii-
cient provocation plunder and destroy a mnation
less powerf{ul, merely to obtain additional territory ?
This has bzen done many times. It was done by
the Greeks under Alexander — by the Romans usi-
der Julius Casar ~— and by the northern nations of

Furope, which subverted the western Roman Em-
pire. 1t was done by the Spaniards on this conti-
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noent — under Cortes 1in North America, and under
Pizairro in South America. Very many other jn.
stances might be mentioned. i

(xod has indeced connected our lnghest happi.
ness with obedience to his law. But though we
may have respeet to the recompense of reward, this
chould be by no means our chief end.. Do we not
respect the man, who is influenced by high and
honorable principles of justice, and who performs
noble actions, while uncertain whether they wili beli;-:
¢iit him or not?  And do we not despise the mat‘u,\b
who measures his labors by his view of the reward
he expects to receive, regardless of the interest of
his cioployer ? Ilis own nterest is the end, the
sreat defaulter bas in view.  How do those whom
he has yobbed, view s conduct?  Are not states
and nations as dependent on God and as accounta-
ble to him as iadividuals 7 Can human governments
oive fruitful scasons, health and prosperity ? Ban-
ish from a state all sense of right and wrong, inde-
pendent of a regard to its interest, and all sense of
accountability to God, and 1ts character 18 atheistic.
The proper end of punishments 1s not merely the re-
formation of transgressors, nor the prevention of
critnes. It is not denied that parents and civil 1ulers
ought to have respect to these considerations,  As
our obligation te tell the truth and to dischorge o just
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debt is independent ot the consequences § so the chli-
gntion of rulers to protect good citizensand fo pumnh
those who ivjure them, is independent of the conse-
quences. Duty is ours, eyents.are the Lord’s.  As
we cannot always know :the consequences of an
action, they cannot be the foundation of obligation.
To do right should be our chief ain. And to do
right is to do just what God has required of us.
He has the highest claim to our obedience. Mis
interest is of more mmportance than that of an indi-
‘viduul, or 2 community. Rulers, in doing that
which God requires of them, do that, which produ-
ces the most desirable results.

Is it expedient to abolish capital punzsbments 7

The opinions, which some of late have expressed,
werce long ago expressed by Voltaire, one of the most
unprincipled men that ever lived. ¢ A man after
he is hanged,” he observed, «is good for nothiny,
and pumshments 1vented for the good of seciety
ought to be useful to society. It is evident that o
score of stout robbers, condemned for life to some
public work, would serve the state in their punish-
ment; and that hanging them is a benefit to nobody

but the executioner.”

According to his doctrine, the
more murders are committed the more the state is

enriched, and the commission of murder ought ot
4
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be encourazed rather than discouraged. The sub-
stitute [;roposﬂd for capital punishmentsis just what
Voltaire recommended. No wonder he 1lighl}V'E?-:
proved the opinions of Marquis Beccuria. Should
imprisonment for life be substituted for the capital
punishment of the murderer ; how long would it be
before the payment of a sum of money, would be
substituted for imprisonment for life ? The Serip-
tures expressly forbid the adoption of any substi--:
tute for the capital punishment of the murderer, ’
«« Moreover ye shall take no satisfaction for the life” -
of u murderer, which is guilty of death; but he.

shall be surely put to death.”’* We have no .righg
to alter the law of God. ‘Are human legislators
more wise and merciful than that being, who has
eiven the greatest possible proafs of his love of
mankind ? Imprisonment for life is not the exact
measure of the crime of murder. If a sreater
evil than the death of the murderer, itis unjust;
and if less, it is not suflicient. The impri:smimem
of the murderer for life, who may possibly make
his escape, can never satisfy the afilicted widow
and children, whose husband and father, without
any provocation has been cruelly butchered.—
They look to the government under which they
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ive for protection and sympathy. They cannot
feel that justice is done them, and that these, to

whom they lock for redress, have done their duty,
unless they punish with death the murderer. His
exccution is essential to the protection of the com-
muniiy, and to proper sympathy and regard-‘for
the distressed family of the person murdered. . it
is the feeling and judgment of every one that hears
of* the mirder of a fellow creature that the mur-
~de1er cught to suffer death. Besides it is hardiy
" i;ussible to prevent a man, imprisoned for life, 1f
artful, and connected with wealthy friends, frc

obtaining his liberty. A strong motive is presented
to his mind to slay his keepers, for his punishment
cannot according tolaw be inereased. Sooner or
later he may obtain weapons of some xind for the
accomplishment of his purpose. The most dan
geroﬁs persons have. the strongest hopes of being
able m some way to make thetr escape. - Imprison-
ment for life is, in their vi’é%, not much more to
be drcaded than imprisonment for a few years;
becausc they do not believe 1t will be for life. Itis
curtous tc notice the reasoring of some who are
opposcd to capital punishments. At one time they
condema tierm as hnri)arbus, too horrible to be con-
tinued under the Christian dispensation ; but at
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apcther time, to effect their object, they centend

that imprisonment for life is still more dreadfyl.

it cannot be denied that death i1s the greatest of all

evily, ¢ allihat a man hath will he give for his life "#

The shame connected with the execution .of the

murderer is by some more dreaded than the pains

of death. The capital punishment of a murderer,

a5 1t is 1nflicted by authority, and with the approba-

tion of the whole community, exhibits their just

abhorrence of the crime of murder, and EXpresse;;
their tender vegard for the friends of him who has’
~ been unjustly put to death. The impressionis deep:-

e¢st and most salutary, when it is understood that

the government acts by authority {rom the King of
Hings and Lord of Lords. T'he execution of a

murderer teaches parents and instructors with

greater force than a thousand arguments the import-

ance of checking those passions they discover 1n the

young under their care, which, if lpg}}lged, in an

hour of strong teraptation, may “lead them to the

commissiot: of the greatest crimes.

One objection o capital punmishment which some
feel, 1s, that it cuts short the probationary state of
qnm who is condemned te die. ‘They seem to
forget that the person murdered has not a moment

allowed him for repentance. 'T'he first blow he

g - e P

*Job, ii. 4.
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receives, if it do mnot deprive him of his senses,
renders it impossible for him to collect his thoughts
and to fix them on God. Imprisonment for life
does not fuvor immediate repentance so much ag-
the near view of death. ‘T’he man 1mprisoned for
life, aside from his hope of escape, is as:imuch dis-
posed as any other person’ to defer repentance.
Why do so many defer repentance till the approach
of death,: believing that then it will ‘be easy to
-repent and to make surc of heaven ? The man, who
i condemned to die for murder, always has time
enough allowed him for repentance. God can,
uniess otherwise determined, save him the last hour
of his life.. 'The most powerful motives are made
to bear on his mind — the whole communty-against
him, no friend in the world to help him — to God
alone can he look for mercy. In him alone heis
forced by the sentence of -the law to seek refuge.

He is cut off, from every other source of peace and
happiness. it ‘i§ mercy to the murderer t”n*’fﬂrc&

him to fa}l at the feet of him, who alone can pardon
him. It is mercy to him to make i1t necessary for
himm to act without delay. ‘I'be sinner when under
the deepest comviction, views time as short, and
death as near. He feels that he must submit

immediately, or be lost forever. The objection
A%
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rherefore under consideration has no weight. The
real objection, so far as it respects the repentance |
and salvation of the murderer, isto 1mprlsonmem fﬂl‘

fife.  Itwmay be added, pmye*-"m offered for the mur-

Aﬂ:‘ﬂ* ] ]I‘H‘H’!‘ 3 &l ill’h Il'l?'ﬂﬂ }'\‘IJ" i‘l ‘I.-I.I.F]‘lﬁ “ﬂrﬂ] 'I'"Inn-i' ilm.ﬁ
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aentence of the law must be executed s and they
cannot hope to be heard except by obedience to the
command of God, and the murderer cannot expect
forgiveness unless he feels that he is justly con-
demned. Amnother objection to capital p‘unishment,
2a, that it is irremediable.  Andis not murder irreme-
diable ? There 18 no possibility of restoring a mur-
dered person to life. The murdever has no right to
bring this objection. So perfect is the administra-
tion of justice in this country, that it is hardly pos-
aible for any person to be condemned to suffer death

£or murder unless guilty.— A sermon bas lately

Been delivered in New York in favor of the aboli-
tion of capital punishments, and has bcen exten-

awely ‘girculuted. Tt containg a’ very incorrect
account of a case in Vermont, and of the condem-

nation of twoinnocent persons. Such a case prob-
ably never before occurred, and probably never will
again. The preacher stated that the abolition of
capital punishments in Vermont was aceasionnd by
the peculiarities of that case. If the legisluiure of
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that State had no better reason for the abolition of
copital punishments, they acted without any valid:
repson. 'L'wo men it seems, by the name of Boorn
in Manchester Vermont, in 1819 were suspected of
bﬂingf' auilty of murder. They were tried, con-
fessed their gailt, and were condemped te:die. The
punishment of one was commuted for imprisonment
for life. 'The day appeinted for the execution of
the other was on the 28th of January of the follow-
ing year.  On the 22d of Dec. preceding, the man
supposed to be murdered made his appearance.
The preacher, whose sermon has been extensively
circulated, givesa false account. ¢ The day of exe-
cution,”’ he asscrts, ¢ at length arrived, hﬂndreds
of people from the. hills and vales were gathered
around the gallows, to witness the dying struggles
of a poorunfortunate fellow sinner. The hout had
nrrived, and the elder Bourne, still avowing his
innocence, wan and weak, was led forth into the
ring and sto6d beneath the horrid engmeh'& d
The Sheriff was about to adjust the halter, and
draw down the dismal cap, when a cry was heard
from behind the ring, stop! stop! for God’s sako
stop, All eyes were directed that way ; when to
the astonishment of all, the murdered Colvin was

led into the ring, presented to the Sheriff, recogmzed
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by the assembled neighbors, and grected by the
convicted Bourne, with feelings better 1magined
than described, and the people deomed to veturn
home disappoinied, as some remarscd, vr:ij}mut
seeing the fun they anticipated.”  Now, Rev. Lem-
uel <faynes, a man of  piety, intclligcn{:e,?fiﬁtl-
veracity, who resided in Manchester at the time,
expressly states that Colvin, the man supposed to be
murdered, arrived in Manchester Dec. 22d, which
was 37 days before the day appointed for.the exe-
cution. 'The whole description thercfore of the
seenes said 1o be wituessed on the day appointed for
the execution, is a mere fabrication —suited to
produce a false impression on the minds of those
igsnorant of the facts, and more especially as the
preacher stated that Manchester was near his na-
tive town. Ile gives the name Bourne for the true
name Boorn. The whole account may be seenin
the mcmoir of Rev. L. Haynes. It is difficult to
sce that this case has any thing to do with the objec-
tion. The Boorns, who confessed that they were
ouiliy, could blame none but themselves for being
condemned. Indeed the case does not favor the
shiection, It rather leads us to conclude that

when any being innocent, are condemned to die,
Giod will by his providence interpose for their deliv-
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erance. 'LThough i1t is hardly posesible that any
wmon, being innocent, ‘can be condemned to suffer
death as & murderer; yet in this imperfect state
soma;{iﬁ_!’ suffer;death by their own mistakes, the
migtﬁ}gé}; of physicians and other persons. In pun-
ishing capitaliy ibe man clearly proved to be guilty
of murder, there can be no fear of doing wrong,
for Gad has commandedt. Itis a curious {act that
those who deny the doctrine of future punishment,
should be most earnest for the substitution of
imprisonment for life for capital punishment, when
if their doctrine be truc, the gallows 1s only the
ladder, by which murderers climb up to heaven and
to immediate happiness. 'Their zeal for theﬁpm-
posed substitute is pretty strong evidence that they
secretly disbelieve what they profess to believe.
They have doubtless an object to be answercd.
They say very little of the enormity of the crime
of murder; but direct the attention of their hearers
or readers to the sufferings to be endured by the
perpetrator of the deed. In this way they hﬁpe to
obtain their object. RMuch is said to show the expe-
diency of abolishing capital punishment, and instead
thereof, substituting imprisonment for life from a
consideration of the certainly of punishment. It
18 dafficult to sce the force of this argument. The
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Guesiion to be decided by a Jury, sworn to render a
true verdict, is stmply tilis, is tae prisoner guilly, or
not puiliy ? They have nothing to do with the pen-
alty of the law. Can we suppose that a bady of
Jurors under solemn oath to reader & true verdiet
will deiiberately perjure themselves 7 Have siuch
inen 1o conscienice, and no fear of God before their
eves T Why administer the customary eath to them !
It they give a true verdicet; then, they will as cer-
tainly render the verdict guilty, when a man is
clearly proved to have committed murder, if his”
punishmentis death, as 1if it is imprisonment for life.
T'he argument, therefore, under consideration has
no force, when fuirly examined. Beside, the cer-
tainty of imprisomuent for life is not any great
terror to the most dangerous villain; for he hopes
in some way to make his escape.  Such cases oecur
often enough to encourage snuch a hope.

Some in advocating the expediency of abolishing
capital prmushinent have with great confidence ap-
pealed teits happy cffects in the Russian empire.
It is said that the empress Elizabeth, daughter of
Peter the great, made a vow that she would never

infiict capital punishment, and that her government
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was administered with great mildness and with the
most happy results. Voltaire, a man, whose word
in such a case is not to be regarded, did indeed
rcpreaent her ¢“as a pattern of legislative clem-
ency.” - If she did make a vow that she would
never inflict capital punishment, she excepted trea-
son, for which multitedes suffered;  as she was one
of the most suspicious sovereigns that ever Jived.
She established a political court of inquisition,
whose influence extended over her empire. ¢ The
lowest and most profligate persons were employed
as spies and informers; who were paid for their
denunciations and calumnies, and for haspersing the
most virtuous characters.”® She  seemed to hate
such characters. This 1s not strange, for though
she was never married, she was the mother of sev-
eral children. Itisreported of her that toward the
close of her life, she gave herself up to unbounded
licentiousness and sensuality. ¢¢ The state prisons,”
history informs us ¢ were filled with wretched
sufferers, many of whom unheard and unknown,
perished in damp and unwholesome dungeons;
many upon the slichtest surmises were tortured in

*Muavor,
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socret, many underwent the knout, and expiyed
ander this torture.  Two ladies. of 'rank underwent
this cruel punishment, had their tongues eut out and .
were banished to Siberia,”™ <« Jf tqgring out the
tongues of her subjects by the roots; tearing away,
tne nostrils with red hot picers, the dislﬂrﬁit{gﬁ*
of the arms, whipping many to death with that
terrible instrument the knout, with the addition of
imprisonment in the most horrible dungeons,” were
proofs of great clemency ; then she was distin-
rnished for this virtue. Zvan, who had been de-
clared cmperor by her predecessor, she caused to
be set aside, shat hin up 1n the most miserable dun-
ceon, kept him closely confined, in so dark a place
that he knew not the day from the mght, and
allowed no means of education. Now those, who
have spoken so highly in her praise and of her
happy reign, must have been ignorant of well
attested facts. They have been deceived and im-
posced on by such men as Voltaire, who could any
time  give a false representation to favor his
opinions.

Catharine 11, the successer of Elizabeth bas been
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highly praised for the mildness of her disposition
and the gentleness of her reign. Though not =
native of Russia, by her marriage with Peter 113.
she became empress. Her reign was i fact onc
of the mosﬂ?ﬁ!bbdy on record. Béing a woman of
unbounded ambition, she .was almost constantly
engaged in wars, by which tlm}fsands; tens, and
hundreds of thousands lost their lives. Multitudes
of widows and orphans were made by her con-
quests. In one of the wars, waged by this empress,
with a distant pcople to extend the limits of her
empire, 660,000 were slain, 200,000 of whom were
her own subjects. She was a woman of as un-
bounded licentiousness as ambition. Not very
long after she became empréss, she formed a con-
spiracy for the purpose of murdering her husband,
that she mmght reign alone. When she received
the news of his cruel murder though she pre-
tended to be afllicted, without the. least delay she
caused herself to be acknowledged the rightful
sovereign of the Russian empire. At a time when
she had some fear of a revolution 1n favor of
Ivan, whom KElizabeth had shut up in a misera-

ble dungeon, she gave orders to have him put to

O
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death, which cruel deed wus perpetrated. She
was a bloody empress, a cruel murderer, and a vile
woman. Many millions of the public money were
civen to her {avorites, with whom her intimacy was
shameful and wicked. She gave to t’&he’ family of
Orlof, who murdered her husband, lands, palaces,
jewels, plate and money, valued at sevneteen millions
of rubles. Thus the learned Malte Brun, whose
authority few wiil dispute, describes the state of Rus-
sia during the reigus of Anne, Elizabeth, and Cath-
rine If, ¢ The 20,000 exiles during the adminis-
tration of Brien, under the reign of Anne, the as.
sasstnation of Sinclair, a Swedish courier, in 1739,
e auany victims mutilated or maimed (during the
reien of Elizabeth) and the violent death of Peter
the third in 1763, and of Prince Ivau in 1764
(during the reign of Catharine 11.) exhibit a picture
of anarchy to which no parallel can be found in the
i8th century. Politicians jealous of Russia, then
observed sizns of * its approaching disselution.”® A
correct knowledge of history affords abundant
proof that the reigns of Iilizaheth and CUatharine,

were ijust the reverse of what they have been rep.-

.
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resented to be by some Teading politicians. K T boy
exhibit a picture of anarchy,” says Mailte Bran,
ss to which no parallel can be {found in the 18thf ain-
tury.” If therefore, we are to regard the historical
argument, derived from the reigns of Lilizabeth and
Catharine 1L, it will be directly against the abolition

of capital punishments. But why gototwo corrupt -

women, and Marquis Beccaria, a corrupt Italhan
magistrate for instruction? Why not rather ascez-
tain the opinions of upright and able statesmen'
What intellizent, and virtuous sovereign ever
thought of abolishing capital punishments in all
cases 7 Murder has always been punished with death
in every well administered government. ' In all
nations, in ali ages, and among savage tribes the
murderer has been condemned todie. 'The Papista
and Mahometans ought to be excepted ; who allow
the punishment to be commuted for money. But
what multitudes pronounced heretics, have by the
papists been burnt at the stake ! Marquis Becceria
too, let it be remembered, was a papist.

The abolition of capital punishment by a state is

a public ond flagrant act of rebellion against that

xod, on whom we depend for life and for every ;
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Blessing we cnjoy. if -tatw are muependem of
God, why do they proclann dﬂys of fasting, humilie-
tien, and prayer with a view to obtuin his blessing 3
and why proclaim days of Thanksgiving to recount
the mercies of the year 7 And why dé they observe
one day in scven for the worship of God, and to
acknowledge their obligations to him 7 Should cap-
ital punishments be abolished by a legislative act:
the government ought to sell all their ships of war
to merchante—te take from their army all iustru-
ments of death —and to suffer their cities to be
destroyved withcut spposition. This would be con-
sistent, But a poor laboring man is murdered and
his wife and children lefi destitute — government
S35 16 Sympaiiy for tem, but makes the murder
profitable to themselves. Is this a proof of love of
the people, which some profess to have !

It 1s the feeling of every onec that the murdere
ought to die, but no one wishes to be his executioner.
Should lie be cut off by some striking proviaeuce,
every one would acknowledge the justice of God.
But God has said by man shall his blood be shed.
Itis, therefore, impossible to abolish capital punish-
ments without disobeying a plain command of {xod.



P

CAPITAL PUNISHAMEND, - 5O

And it cannot be do;;%ﬁwuhuut eXpOosing 2 whole
community to some degolating calamity. But those
who do not and will not understand their dut}f; if
corrected, . will not understand the reason, and will
not reform their conduct.
Great is the responsibility of rulers. They are N
the ministers of God, raised to their high and hon- A
orable oftices by his providence. They stand be-
tween him, and the people over whom their authqﬁty e
extends. Though their fellow citizens are instru-
mental of their promotion; yet they derive frem
God Lueir Tight to puniﬂﬁ Er..“.ﬂEg!EEFSO!‘R of the moral ”t
law. * The right of punishing crimes agoinst the: }
/ law of nature, as murder and the like,“ observesa /|-
distmgmsned writer,” ‘%18, i a state of nature vestad E
/ in every individual.  In a state of society thns right ~,
‘ is transferred from individuals to the sovereign
power, and thus men are prevented from being
judges in their own causes, which is one of the evils,
which the civil government was intended to remedy.
The sword of justice is now vested by the consent

l

of the whole community in the magistrate alone.” f

Blackstone maintains that the right to punish the

!
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i
smarderer with death ¢ is dexived from the command 1*,

or permission of God; either revealed-or co]iecgg_lu

frown the laws uf nature or society.” ¢ Where
offences grow enormous, frequent, and dangerous
to a kingdom or state, destructive and highly per-
nicious to civil societics, and to the great insecurity
and danger of the kingdom or 1ts mhabltauts, ob-
serves Sir Mathew Hale, “seve Iﬂlnl‘dﬂmﬂnt and
L'mn ‘death itself is necessary to be annexed to laws -
in many cases by the prudence of lawgivers.”

The acts of rulers are viewed as the acts of the
community they mpreseiﬁ. We know that when
war is declared by any government, it is considered
ag the act of the whole people. Every'ship bhelong-
ing to a private individual, is liable to be taken, and,
when taken is judged to be a lawful prize. The
abolition of capi:al punishment in this, or in any
other State, must be considered the act of every
citizen. It is not suflicient to plead as a justifying
reason, the murderer i1s not unpunished. God has
in the plainest language required the death of the
murderer. ¢ Ye shall take no satisfaction for the
life of n murderer, which is guilty of death; but he

Aa

shall surely be put to death. So ye shall not’ “hol-
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lute the l'rud wheremn ye are; for blood it deﬁie L
the land: and the land cannot be cleansed of the Y
blood that 1s shed therein, but by the blood of “him '=
that shed it. Defile not, therefore, the land which .
ye shall inhabit, wherein I dwell, for I the Lord- 3
dwell among the children of Israel.”* Any change

by man in the pumishment God himself has appointed

for murder, must be an impeachment of hw.wmdom

and beénevolence, and must expose théState by
which the change is made to the frowns of his prov-

idence. ¢ It appearsto me very ggange, remarks
;..f_i

the learned Michaelis,7 *that a sovereign should,

{rom a principle of ciemency, giverup iheindiction

of capital punishments, and yet carry on without\
the least rcmorse, a war of vengeance, in whickh |

}
h
4

men shall losc theirlives by thousands and hundreds
_ of thousands. It were therefore, a very singularm'
contrast, that the very same sovereign should in the
one case lavish the lives of his best subjects by thou-
sands, and vet think himself bound to be sparing of !
a single villain, who had disturbed the peace of the |

~~ community, and whose death might be a salutary

example to others, as if it were something sacred.

-
-““#

i —

» Numbers XXXV, 31— 34, t Vol. iv. p. 478.
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Would such a man be a ¢lement and gracious sove-
reign?’ Rulers may learan their duty from the case
of Abah, king of Israel. Because he discbeyeq a
plain command of God, a prophet was sent to him,
who thus addressed him.  “'Thus saith the Lord, Bﬁé\
cause thou has let go out of thy hand a man whom'
I appointed to utter destruction; thercfore thy life )
shall go for lis life, and thy people for his people.”
It is an alarining fact that the reasoning of some of
our politicians is atheistical. It may, perhaps, be
doubted, whether they are more to be blamed than
many of our divines, who have not in their discourses
from time to time discussed those great moral sub-
jects which rulers ought to understand. Such is
the character of our {ree institutions, that very many
of our legislators, who are. indeed, worthv men,
and wish to do right, have not had the advantages
of education, and cannot detect the sophisiry of
such mien as Marquis Beccaria, or contradict the
bold statements made respecting the results of the
reigns of BElizabeth and Catharine 11, of Russia. 'The
pulpit in this country includes within the cirele of
its influence & greater portion of the people than the
press.  Its influence would be increased, should-the
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topics discussed not be quite so exclusi\?e].}; theolo-
gical. Much is smd by modern reformers as well
as politicians of the law of expediency, which’ is
thought to be as much preferable to the law of God,
as the Jews thought their traditions superior to the
written law. But the only safe law of expediency
is the law of God. Let the commmunity go on much
longer, lowering the standard of morality, without
any check, and there will be no barrier against the
inroads of vice —and no protection for life and
property. ‘Yhose who most earnestfly contend for
more freedom, that they may do as they please, aro
most overbearing and despotic in their spirit, and
least disposed to allow others to do as they please,

unless they choose to please them. Such are the-

man who will seon occupy the most important offi-
ces, who will imposc heavy burdens on the people,

and enforce their laws by*the sword; unless the

friends of moral virtue and true freedom cry aloud
and oppose error with the truth. The little child,
that is allowed to do as he pleases and to be grati-
fied in every thing, will be despotic in his spirit.
Let not rulers pretend that they are friends ef the
people — the poor laborers, when they turn a deaf
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cur to the eries of the distressed. and suftering ﬁm;
iy of him, who hag been murdered, and think g
make themselves popular by showing how much thy
murderer in prison has earned by his labor for thg
State.
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