' _ );7 7 & j 2
J’/ﬂ/ e /f)’ Yo/

XTI LT T TR DL el TR

[ W
et T ik

-
—— - s =

LW e A R T a
e gl =i

i I e g e e e e Ay N
re - » : ’ - ‘e ’ : ¢ * s ¥
. "hﬁ.=f.=- .0 ¢:.=i +!.;=.=1‘=£.=l lf.;i:'i.:a.=g!=l,.-

. ¢ ge., s Jpn 00 R0 89 0e 4

I-r Ay
Fa -

-l % o+ illemggs ke Ty l-l'h-l'l »
- - dE . o7, i

Mr.

CO/mdﬂ 'S

JeCture SERMON

apon the Arrival of
His Excellency the GOVERNOUR.

e, .?

R h 1'1:"!:"' tt**** 33071 feiy R

-‘0-4-4- B e i bs $




GOVERNMENT ¢be Pillar of the Earth.

SERMON

| Preached _ai;: the LeCturein BOSTO N,

Before His Exczrrarcy

]oNATHAN BELCHER, Efq;

Captain General and Commander in Chief, &,
Auguft 13th 17 3 0.

By Benjamin Colman.

i xxxiit. 6. H'ifdom and XKnowledge fball be the
Stability of thy Times, and firength of Salvarson.
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BOSTON, in New-England ..

'I"rintcd for 7. Hancock, at the Bible and
Three Crowns near the Town-Dock.
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GOVERNMENT
~ the Pillar of the Eartbh.

FODIHVINDG/LEIVLBUVL LSBT0

¥ Sam. 1, 8.

—FOR tbe Pillars qf the Earth are the
LORD'’s, and He bath (et tBe World
ypon them., o

F-w) HE Bords are part of a raptrous
it g  and heavenly Sowg, utter’d. by a
1 devout, infpir'd and traniported
| Mother-sn. Nrael, upon a great

Samucel,



» GOVERNMENT ¢bg Pillar

Samuel, the rare and wonderful Son of infpir'd
Mannab, never outfpake his lovely Mother in any of
his Prayers or Acs of Praife. Eli would have fa
at her Feet, amd laid himfelf in the Duft, at the
hearing of this fowing Torrent of fervent Devotion
from ﬁer beauteous Lips; And Sasmss thre’ all Ages

hang on the heavenly Mulfic of her Tongue.

Great things are here faid of GO D, and of His
Government, in the Families and Kingdems of Men ;
and fuch wif¢ and juf} Obfervatiens are madc, asare

wersthy of deep Contemplation ?g the greateft and
- beft-of -Men:— Had -She-like—Deborah _been _the
Princels of the Tribes of Ifrael, She could not have
fpoken with more Loftinefs and Majcﬁz,_ with more
Authority and Command ; nor better have addrels’d
the Nobles and Rulers, the CaFtain.s and the Mighty
Men ; to humble and lay ‘em low before GOD.

¢ She celebrates the Lor o Gop of Ifrael |, hie
« unfpotted Purity, his Almighty Power, his unfearch-
e¢ able Wifdom, and his unerring Juftice : ”

In the Praifes of Thele She joys and triumphs,
her Heart was exalted and her Mouth enlarged.
¢« Sha adores the Divinz SOVEREIGNTY n its
«« Difpofals of the Affairs of the €hildren of Men ;
¢ in the ftrange and fudden Turs given to. them ;
¢« in the Rife & Fall of Perfons, Families & Ceungries.

¢« She obferves how the Srreng are foon weakned,
¢« and the Weak are foon  ftrengthned, when GOD
“ pleafes : How the Risch are foon impdverifli’d, and
¢¢ ¢he Poor inriched on a fudder : How empry tamilies
< are replenith’d, and numerous Families diminifhed :
All this is of the LORD; He maketh poer ans
maketh vich, He bringeth loww and lifteth up : He
raifeth up the poor ous of Dup, and nfierb up
the Reggar from the Dunghith ; s0 fer them among
Drinces, and make them inherit the Throne of Ghory ;
<« For the Pillars of the Earth are she LORD',

and He bath [es the World upon them.

___——___M

§ Hewry 1n loc.
Thus



of the Earth. | 3

§ Thus my Yexr is introdueed as a Reafon for thofe
1 Difpenfations of GO D towards a Perfon, a Family,
% or a People, which at any tume are to us meft {ur-
§ priling aad .admirable.

4 1. The things fpoken of are great and mighty ;
2 7he Psllars of the Barth. The Earth is a vaft Fabrick,
8:1d in Proportion to its mighty Bulk muft its Pillars
- E2
B The Meraphbor is plainly taken from Architelture ;
Bu in ftately, fpacious and magnificent Stru©tures we
Miften fec Rows of Pillars, to [uftain the Roof and

B Expreflion to the marwral or moral Earth, it is
figurative and not literal. |

‘The natural Eartb has no Pillar.  The*Will and
Verd of GO D s its only Bafis. It feems to us
vho dwell on it fix’d and immoveable in the Air. It
leeps it’s Place and Line there, as if it were fet en
ine lafting folid Pillars, and never mev’d at all.

We darkly Philofophsfe upon the Point, and talk
W the Poles of Heaven; which are more unintelligible
0 a common Audicnce than the Pillars of it.  We (peak
dlcurely of the Earth’s being fixed on it’s ewn Certer.
And we difcourfe more intelligibly of the fecret Power
of Alsgmerifm which is in Matter; whereby Bodies
nutually, #rsrall or gravstase toward each other ; By

which the mighty Globes of the Univerfe preferve
their Diftance, Motien and Order. .

This feems to be the only natural Pillar of the
Earth : The amazing Work and Power of GO D.
\nd the Plasers which roll in the fame Csrcle with
u, have all of ’em the fame Pillars. That is to fay,

All Bodies thro’ the whole Solar Syfters attra& or
favitate toward ecach other, -with Forces according:
b their Quantities of Matter.

But after all this ime Do&rine in eur New Phs-

Jopby, concerring the Cemtripesal Forces of the Sun
and

Yofty Tewers.  But whether we—apply this manner
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and Planets ; a plain Chriftian 1s much more edified
by the fimple and vudgar Account which the facred
Pazes give us of this myiterious Thing *:  Hp
fretcheth ous the North over the e;}pty fpace, and
hanzeth the Larth upon noshing | He hath founded
ér upon tPe Seas, and efiablifbed sz spon the Floods.
Which is to fay, ¢ No Man knows bow or where,
this vaft material Frame finds it’s Bafis and Statien,

Let us-hear GOD again on the point, and iy no
more wpon it; [ob xxxvili. #hoés thss thas darknerk
Counfch by Words avitbhoss Knmowiedge ? Gird up
noww thy Losns lske & Man ; for 1 wsll demand of
thee, and anfwer thow Me. Where waft thou when I
{asd trc Foundations of the Earth ¢ Declave if thow
baft Undggflanding. Who bath laid the Meafures
thereof, if thou knoweft 2 Or who bath (lretched the
Lsne upon §s? Wberexg)o» are tbhe Foundations thereof
fafined 2 or who lssd rhe Corner-fiome thereof ¢

We fee then that the mararal Earth has no Pillars,
in any proper Senfe ; Neither has the morg) Eanb,
(5. e. The Inhabirants of it ) any, but in a Merapho- -
ricalb Sen‘e + And {o the Princes and Rulers of it are |
called it’s Pillars ; becaufe the Affairs of the World 1
upon their Shoulders, and turn upon their Condué

and Management, im a very great Degree.

And thus the Texs explains it felf, and is to be in-
tespreted from the {cope of our Conrexs ; which {peaks
of the Dows. of the mighty Men, and of the' Throses
of Prince;, and then adée - the Pillars of the Earth.
So that by Pirrars we are to underftagd Govermours
and Ruwlers among Men ;- but not the Perfons that
beir Rule, fo much as the Order it fclf, Governmens
and Magifiracy. For the Perfons may be weak amd
{lender Reeds, little able of themielves to bear up
zny thing ; and here and - there they may fall ; but
the Order ftands and doth indeed uphold the
World, |

-
s

* Job xxvi. 7. Plalm xzxiv, 2,

2. The
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. 1. The things faid of rhefe Pillars of the Earth are
slfo very great : ¢ They are the LORD’s, ard ¢ He
[as fer the Werld wupon them. That isto fay, The
Order and Happinels of this lower World, the )eace
ind Weal of it, depend on the Civil Government which
GOD has ordained in it. Al this is very elegant
ind rhetorical, a high and noble Strain of 5peech, upon
the higheft Subject that belongs to this our Earth.

DOCT. T°HE Great GOD has made the Goa
vernments and Rulers of the Eairth ii’s Pillars,
- and has fet rhe World upon thenm.

1. The Governments and Rulers of the Earth are
s Pillers o
2. Theie DPilars of the Earth are the ZORZ:.

;- He hasfet the World upon them.

. The Governments and Rulers of the Earth are
s Pillars. |

The %s/lar i1s a Part of great Ule and Honour in
ne Building : So is Alagsfiracy inthe World. One
Siyle in Scripture for it 1s, Feundationsand Corner-flones.
Where we read of*rle Chief * of the FPecple, in the
Hebrew 1t is the Corners. We read allo of the || foun-
vations of the Earthk being out of Courfe. The mea-
ung is, the Government of it was fo. Kings bear up
ind {upport the Inferior Pillars of Governwent, and 4
nighteous Admuniftration reftores a diflolving State -
Pal. Ixxv. 2. The Earth and all the Inbabitants
iereof are diffolved : I bear up the Pillirs of ir.

In like manner, Wile and faithful Afi»ifers are Dil-
brs in the Church «+ Which is buile cn the Froplits
ind Ap%fles, Jesus Curist banr the rlicf Corner-
ftme, Eph.ii. 20. The FProphet Yeiemial; wis made
vy GOD an Iron Pillar : And of ‘Perer, Yame, :nd
fobs we read, that rhey feemed to be ‘Pillars+ Gau,
i.9. They were defervedly-fo reputed, and truly {o in
the Church of . Curi1st. Famous are the Lor v’s Werds

.-"-“'-———-——_———_—-—h——-—-—-h-————__—_——-

-’Judgcs XX 3. 'g Pfal. Ixyxii.

B £0
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to Peter, Matth. xvi. 18. Thou art Peren, awd ox
this Rock avdly I bushd my Church. - And when %opx
hal the Vifion of the Nesc- Fersfalem, delcendimg out
of Heaven from GOD, it is faid that the Wall of 1
Citv bhad rwelve Foundatsons, and in them the Names

of the twelve .dponles of the Lamb.

Now the Defign and Ufe of Pillars in 3 Building is~T

one of thele two, or both tagether: 1. Tor Srreng:
to uphold it, or 2. For Heaury to adorn it.

1. The Goveramenss and Rulers of the Earth ar
its Pillars in relpec™ of Srrengzek to uphold and fup
port the Virtue, Order and Peace of it.  Pillars fhou{J
be made ftrong, and commonly are fo ; of Stone and
Moarble, Iron and Brals. And it had need be afirong
Rod to be a Sceprre ro Rule, Ezek. xix. 14. Magi/3
7rares need be ftrong, for Government is a greatWeight §
and it is Jasd upon thesy Shoulders.  Mofes felt th§
Weizht and faid, 1 am ot able ro bear this Peopld
alons.
.. 'The Governments and Rulers of the Earth areit’g
Pillars for Ornament, to adorn it.  Pillars in a fine Buil§
ding are made as beaurifu} asmay be ; They are PE)L‘-.l.n’
and  pelifth’d, wrought and carv’d with much An
and Ceft, painted and gilded, forSight as well as Ulfe}
As the Legs are to a Body, comely in it’s goings |
Such are Pillars in a ftately StruCture for Beauty tg
the Eye.  It'is the allulion of the Spoufe, recounting
the Beauties of her Berovep, Cant. v. 15. Hss Leg]
are as- Pillars of Marble, fes upon Sockets of fine Gola
A bold and elegant Comparifon, becoming the Pen
Sclomon, who had built the Temple of GOD witnal
iw’s Prblars. They reprefented the Strength of CHRIS
and bhis Srabslity, to bear the Weight of the (ovem
ment laid upon Him ; and alfo the Magnificence ©
the Geings of GOD eur King énthe Sanltuary: Like
wile the Steadinels of the Divine Adminiftration. 5
'The{c in Power and Magiftracy are to be fuppofed, Me
a4 »wd with fuperior Gifts, Powers and gcauties 0
Mind : Men that adorn the World wherein they Livi
j

ad the Ofhces which they {uftain,  And thcnoth%C
. ¢
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J0Mce adorns them alfo, and fets them in confpicuous
Places, where what is great and good in them is {cen
oall.--- To be fure,Government and Magiftracy adorn
he World as well as prelerve it.

| 1. Magifirates uphold and adorn the World, as
§%illars de akabrick, by employing their {uperior J#3/-
km and Knowledge, Skill and Prudence, Difcretion
nd Judgment for the publick Geod. ‘I'hele Accom.
lithments are te be {uppoled in the Civil Order,
ud they render ’em the Dillars of the Earth. *

Wifdem is both Strength and Beauty, a Defence and
Dmament. So Solomos fhines among Kings, for rie
Wdom of GOD was sn Him. GOL gave kim I if-
i and Knowledge cxceeding much, and Largeni/;
f Hedre even asthe Sand upon the Sea-fhore. Angels
asel in Strength, and Rulers fhould be wile as the
Angels of GOD. The Government is laid cn Curi1sy
xcaufe im Him are hid al the Treafures of Wiidom
ud Knowledge. Heis the Wifdom of GOD and the
wwer of GOD., As GOD at firft founded the Earth
7 his Wildom, and by his Undeiftanding efta®li hed
h: Heavens ; fo by the Communication of Wifdcm
ad Underftanding to fome, He preferves the Orcer
0d Happinefs of Others on it. . What is {iid of a
Houle is true of a State, © Thro’ Wi/ Jom st &5 builded,
ird by Underfiandsng ir is eflallijhed, aud by Knoiw-
kage fbalh the Chambers be lled awish all precious
ind pleafant Ricees : A «wife Man #5s [ 017, yed &
idan of Knowledge increafeth Strength *.

But then, Is the Pillar for Ornamest > What s
more Oeautsfu} than Knowledge and Wifdom ? What
more adorns a Man, a Place, a Country ?  The Queen
f Sheba came far to heir the Wifdom of Sclomen,
ind Huram was as much ftruck as fhe was: 2 Chron.
L 13, Bleﬂéd be the LORD GOD of Irael, wio
tath given 1o David the King o suife Son, endid

* Prov. xxiv 3, 4,5. 1 Cor. 1.24, Col ii 3. 2 Szm.
x1v. 20, 1 Kings, 1v 29
l-; 1 P—ll;:.f:‘?
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evith Prudence and Underflandine, awho may bujld
a H.ufe jor the LORD, and an Houfe for the King-
dom. . k.
.. Insegrity, Uprizhenefs, Faitbfulnefs added to!
Knowledge and Wifdom, makes Men ftrong and beay-f
tiful Psilars, whether 1n Church or State. Every Mﬂnﬁ
is ready to pretend toa Competency of Wildom, andj
as ready e prociasm vis ows Goodnefs ; but a fasthfulf
Man who can find ? Prov. xx. 6. He is a rare and beau-
geous Spectacle, as Mofes, fofbua, Samuel, Fehojadag
Hezekiah and Nebemiak, in their Times, and to the
End of Time. Allthar rule over Men fhould be liks:
o Thefe, juft Men Ruling inthe Fear of the LORD ¢
and then they are to the World as the ZLighr an
Ruasin, without which the Earth muft perith. As Darkg
nefs vanifhes before the Light, {o a King thaz firses
upon the Throwe of judgment [cattere:h away dlh Eui
weith bis Eyes. Davip, that Pillar of Jfrael, camg
into the Government with that noble Purpofeand Reg
folution, Plal. Ixxv. 3. When 1 fhal} recesve the CcmE
gregation, I will judge uprighsly. So ke fed Them i
the Intezriry of his Heart, and led them by the Skils
fulnels of his Hands. GOD’s Righteoufnefs and Faith{
fulnefs, Fufrice and Fudgment, are the Foundation of
His everlafting Government, rbe Habstation of Hif
T rone. See the Pillars of the Divine Governmentg
Plal. xxxvi. 5, 6. Thy Faithfulnefs reacheth to t}g
Clouds, thy Righteoufnefs is as the grear Mountasnsg
Nor can the Kingdoms and Provinces on the Earthg
ftand, but on the like Bafis of ajuft and righteou§
Humane Government. DPfal. lxxii 3. The Nlountaing
" fhall bring Peace to the People, and the little Hills b *
Righscoufunefs. ¢ Both the Superior and Infcrioﬁ
¢¢ Magiftrates fhall minifter abundantly to the Stabilirys

«¢ and Tranquility of the State.

;
3
i<

-. A publick and enbarged Spiri¢ for the commo
Weal and a fingle Regard thereunto, without fufleringg
ouy f:lves to be mifled by private and {elfith Views §
This renders Men ‘Psllars to the World, in the Placcg

wherein Providence fers ‘em.  And lo,
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. &.. A Spirit of Peace and Love, Meeknefs and Hi-

mility, Candour and Gentlencels ; whereby Perfoms are

ready to waite their Counfels, and act in Concert with

one another ; paying a juft Deference one to another

and preferring one another 1n Honour ; glad to receive

Light from any ene, and well pleafed to refleft ic from

them ; all l_purfuing one End, as the many lallars in 3

great Houle ftand quietly near to one anocher, and all

help to hear it up: This Spirie of Power, and of
Live, and of a found Alind, render Men ftrong and

beautiful ‘Prllars of the Earth. But if rke Peace.,of

GO D rule not 11 Mens Hecarts; it their i"atfions thake

’em and they clath with -one another; the Houfe tot-
ters, the high Arches above cleave aiunder, and the

Roof falls in; as when Sampfon bow’d the Dillars of

Dagons Houle, and buried the lewd aflembly in onc

vaft Ruine. |

s. A Pillar implies Fortstude and Patiesice ; Relo-
lution, Firmnefs and Strength of Mind, under Weight
and Burden : Not to be foon fhaken in Mind, nor
moved away from what is right and juft ; but giving
our Realon in the Mecknels of Wildom, and hearing the
Realons of others in the f{ame Spirit of Meeknefs, to
form an impartial judgment, and abide by it ; But
yet with Submiffion to the publick Judgment and De-
tcrmination.  Theunflable are as IVarer, and more fitly
likened to the Ilaves of rle Sea, then to a Pillar on
Shore. And the irrefolute, dilcouraged and finking
Mind is at beft but a PFillar built upon the Sand : which
fills when the Wind blows amd the Storm beats upen it,
becaule of its weak Foundation. |

There is g Paflive Couraze, ever neceflary in an ac-
complifh’d Ruler, as much it may bec as an _A7sve.
T e Piltar ftands recardlefs thro’ the Weather teat on it,
or the’ Dirr be caft on it.  True it will wear under the
Injuries of Time, but it looks ftill grear, and f{tands
while it wears away. The wife, the meek & ftrong
Al Jes ftood as many Shocks, as ever Man did from an
ynpatient, murmuring, ungrateful People. n

ut
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But this for the f7# Head ; The Governments apd
Rulers of the Earth are its Psiiars.

I I Thefe Pillars of the Earth agre the LORD’s,

The Earth is the ZO R D ’s and she Fulnels there-
of ; the World and they that dwell therein. All are
G O D7 srightful Propriety & Dominion. The 8lields
of the Earth belong to Him. Zhefe are the {ame with
the FPillars of it.

1. The LORD makes thele DPillars, forms fafhions "em,
polifhes and adorns ’em. He gifts, qualifies and fur-
nifhes all whom He calls eut to public Serrice. He
makes the more plain and rough, and He orders the
carved Work and Gilding in his Houfe. He, the  Fa-
ther of Light & Glory, gives Men their natural Powers
and Excellencies ; an al.gl their acquired Gifts are from
Him. HMe looketh wupon all the Inhabitants of the
Earth, He fafbioneth thesr Hearts alike, He confide-
reth abl thesr Works. In the Hearts cf all that are
wife-bearted He putteth Wifdom. Both Wifdom and
Might are His: Counfel is His and found Wifdom ;
He ss Underfianding, He i5 Strength ; by Him Kings
rule and Princes decree Fudgment |l He gave to
David Integrity, and to Solomon Wifdom ; and both
were Pillars of His framing, |

2. Both the Order & the Perfons are of the LORD?s
ordersing, conftituting and appointing. Civil Govern-
ment i1s of Divine Inftitypion, and G O D commiffivns
and entrufts with the Adminiftration whom He nleales.
The great King of the World has order’d a Govem-
ment in it, and He railes up Governours, fupream and
fubordinate. Zhere ¢s no ‘Power but of G OD ; the
Poavers shat be are ordasned of Him. He puts the
Scepter into the Hand, and the Spirit of Government
into the Heart, |

U Jamesi. 17. Plalm xxxiii. 15+ Exod, xxxi. 3. Dan. ii.
30, Prov, viil, 14,
‘ | 3. The
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s. The Pillars are the LORZD’s, for He difpofes of
them as he pleafes ; places and fixes them where
He will; rears ’em when He fees fit ; and when He
will removes, or takes ’em down: Or if He has no
Pleafure in them, breaks ’em to pieces and throws
‘em away. He removerh Ksngs, and [etteth up Kings:
For Promotson cometh nesther from tke Eaft, nor from
the Weft, nor from the Scuth: But GOD s the Fudge ;
He purreth down one and [esreth up asother : He
leadesh Counfelloxs away [posled & maketh the Judges
fooks : He boofeth the Bond of Ksngs,and gsrdeth thesr
Losns with a Gsrdle : He leadeth Princes away fposhed,
and overthrewerb the Mighty *.

Thus the Soveresgn GGOD forms the Pillars of the
Earth, prepares ’em, fets ’em up, ordains the Places and
Times of their ftanding; takes ’em down and puts
others in their Room. He calls c.and ufes whom He
will, inclines and {pirits how' He will, and improves to
what Degree He will. - They are His therefore, and
His ss the Greatne/s and she Ghory and the Majefiy!
And to Him it muft be afcribed both by the Perfons
endowed and raifed by Him, and by Others interefted
in Them: 1 Chron. xxix. 12, 13. Both Riches and
- Honowr come of Thee, and s» thy Hand ss Power
end Might, asd sn thy Hand st ss t0 make Great, and
to give Strength unto all: Now therefore, our GOD,
we prasfe Theey, and blefs thy Name for ever &nd ever.

But to do the utmoft Hohour to the Csvst Order
tmong Men, and to give yet greater Glory to GOD,
let us come to the third and laft Part of our Zexs.

III. GO D hkath fes the World upon .the Govern-

mfents and Rulers, whom He has made the Pillars
ot 1t.

The natura’ World is in the Hand of GOD, and
is upheld in it’s Being and Order by his Power. The
moral World is moft upon his Heart, and govern’d in

a Way and Manner futed to the Nature and prefent

® Daan iiy21. Pfal. Ixxv, 6, 7. Job xii, 17,18, ~
State
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State of Man. And as He governs thie S§pirirs of
Men.-when He pleales by immediate Imprethons on
them ; fo as more proper to the prefent Order and
Happinefs of Mankind, He has appointed the Govern-
ment of Men to be by Men. So the Peace, Tranqui.
lity and Flourifhing of Places are made to depend on
the Wifdom and Fidelity of their Rulers, 1n the good
Adminiftration of the Government. While the utmoft
Mitery and Confuficn befals thofe Places where the Go-
vernment is ill adminiftred. The Reafon is given in
the Text, <€ GO D has fet the World on this koot
it can’t ftand on any other Bottom. ‘The Virtue and
Religion of a People, their Riches and Trade, their
Power, Honour and Reputation ; and the Favour of
GO toward them, with his Blefing on them ; do
greatly depend on the pious, righteous and faithiul Go-

vermment which they are under.

G 0D barh fer: As well in the Nature of Things,
as in his Word. =~ Goversment is not a Creature of Man’s
Luft and Will, but of Divine Contftitation, and from a
Neceflity in the Nature of things. The very Being
and Weal of Sociery depends theréon.

Goversment was not in the Original of it aflumed
or ufurped by any one Man. For Inftance, Not by
Lasnech before the Flood, nor by Nimrod after it.  ln-
deed the Spirit of 7yranny, and the Laft of DDominion,
fcem to have began in them ; but Order €9 Rule was
before them. Mankind naturally went into Zhat, and
Thefe ‘were the Men who made the firft Breaches on
it : the One being of the Race of Casn, the -other of
H.irs ; who have had fome of their Likenels in every
Place, -and thro’ 811" Generations; that would turn the
World upfide downjatid overtbrow theFoundations which

GOD has laid.

In a'word, AMagiftracy, like the other. Ordinances of
Heaven, ftands by the Power and Blefling of GOD;
who effectually owns.it and works by it, eftablifhes
the Farth and it abideth. He has graven it deep in

he Hearts of Men, even as the Defire of Happinéfsﬁ affc.i'
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| clf-prefervation. He has as much ordained, that while
the Earth remaineth Csvil Order and Government fhall
not ceale ; as Ke has Iworn zhar Seed Time and Har-
| veft, Cold and Hear, Summer and Winter, Day and
Night, fhall not. Both the One and the Other e-
| qually continue to the World’s End, ablolutely ne-
efflary to the Life, Comfort and Welfare of Mankind

-US E. 1 fhall now make afew Refleftions, by way
of practical Inference and Jmprovemenr.

1. See the Divine Wifdom and Goodnefs in Ordain-
ing and Eftablithing a Magiftracy and Government in
e World. Itis one of the many great Inftances, where-
in the SurpreaM Govzanour of the World hastaken
Care for the univerfal and perpetual Weal of it. And
they that would be lawlels and ungoverned, delpiling
Dominion and {peakiag Evil of Dignity, Diftinction,
Authority and Rule among Men, aét as madly and mif-
chievoufly as one would do, that fhould go into 2 Houle
ad fap the Foundation of it, till it fall upon him and

quth him to Death.

Itis one evident Mark of the Romifbh Impofiure, and
Jof the Spirit of Antschrift, that it has invaded, ulurp’d
won and fubverted the Authority of Kings and Princes,
G%Ox'emments and States, over their Subj gs. The Popes
Claim of Supremacy transfers the Allegiance of Subjeéts
to a foreign Power, and abfolves ’em from their Oaths.
This alone is a fufhcient Mark of the Zeaft and of the
Man of Sin. What Confulion and Vexation bas the
World fuftered from this infolent & monftrous Do&rine! .
And how ftrange is it that fo many Kingdoms and Na-
tions of Europe thould fo long wander after it, to ther
nfinite Mifrule & Diftra&ion ! But the Word & dread-
%}l ]ltédgment of GOD muft be fulfilled on 2z wicked

orld.

‘The Reformed Churches took early Care to proreft
igainft this Do&rine of Devils. They declared for a
“ conlcientious Subje@ion and Obedience to the Laws
and Magiitrates under which they liv’d, and by whom
they were prote@ed & defended in their juft Rights and

Libertics,
& < Every
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¢« Every Kind of Magif’crach( fa{y the Helvetian Chuy.
“ ck>s ) 18 inftituted by GOD), for the Peace and Hap-
‘¢ pinels of Man, and allSubjects thould own the (Good-
““ nefs of GOD in the Inftitution of a Magiftrate, by
“ honouring Him as rhe Afinifier of GOD.

Thele are fome of the juft and true Principles of the
Preecftant Religson, according to the Oracles of GOD
in this Matter : Rom. xiii. 1, ---5. Ler every Soul be
Subicét uvrorhe ligler Peacers: For there s no Poxer
bur of GO D ; the Powers that be are ordasned of
GOD: Whiofocver therefore refifierh the Porver, refift-
eth rhe Ordinance of GOXD.--- [Vierefore ye m;g’r need;
be fuljelt, nor only for Wrashk ( or fear of Punifhment)
éur alfo for Confcsence fake. Render therefore unto all
treir Dues, Tribuse to awbom Tribuse 15 due, Cuftom 10
“vl-cm Cuftom, Fear to whom Fear, and Honour to avhors

Hoenour, Tt 11 1. Puz them sn msnd to be [ubjelt 1o
Principalities and Powers, to obey Magsfirates. 1 DPet.
1. 13, 14,15, 16,16, 17. Submsr your [elves ro every Or-
dincnce of AMan for the Lorp’s fake ; awbether st be to
she King as fupream, or unto Govermours as unto them
rha: are fent by Him : For fois the Will of GOD., Let
us very gratetully obferve thefe Precepts, for they are
very gracioufly given us for the Good of the World.

~. Are Magiftrates the Pillars of the Earth ? Are
theythe Lor v’s ? and has He {ec the World upon them?
Le: us then devoutly oblerve the Governing Providence
of GOD in difpofing of Perfons and Ofhces, both with
refoect unto our velves and Others.

As to our Selves, let GOD lead, and Providence open
our Way, and lec us follow humbly & obediently. Let
us think {:berly of cur felves, and not vainly pineafter
Honourand I'ower, or wickedly pufh for it like .40/a-
Jom. But neither need we hide our felves like Saul,
when the Divine Callis plain, nor infift on Excufes like
the meek and accomplithed Afefes.  Or if again Provi-
cence lays us by, why fhould we not retire with Samw-
e+’s Humility and Greatnels of Soul.

And then as to Orbers, Let usnot think eur felves
negle&ted or overlook’d, be envious and difcontent, if
GOD prefer them. Suffer the Most Hich to rule inthe

hingdoms of Men, and to give the Provinces that belong
to
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X w- .
R0 ’em to whomi{oever He will. Let us know and keep

our own Place, and do our Duty to Thofe whom
BGOD fets over us.

Let People reverence « honour their worthy Rulers,
ind let the Higheft among Men be very humble before
GOD. They are “Psliars, but of the Earck. The
Farth and its Pillars are diflolving together. Guvernmens
hides, in a Succeflion of Men,while the Earth endures,
bt the Perfons, however good & great, muft die like
wher Men. We muft not look tco much at the Lefti-
xls of any, nor lean too much on any earthily Piliar
Fur not your Trufi in Princes, nerin thc Son of Man §
wiom there ss no Help : His Birearl: 2cesh fovih, be
iturnesh to bss Duft.  Nor may the Higheft among
Mortals behold themlielves with Elation & secunity, s
e vain King of Zasylon once ; bur let them fcar and
nmble before the G O D of Heaven, who inherits all
Nitions, and ftands in the Congregation of the Mighty,
ad judgeth among the Gods.

.. Are Rulers the Fillars of the Earth ; are They the
loap’s ? and has He fet the World upon ’em ? Let alt
aat are in Public Ofhces conlider their Obligations to
»PiLLARrS, in the Places wherein Irovidence hath fet
. m.
| Let Rulers confider what they owe to GOD, whahas
% ’d and fet *ein up; and to the Pullick which GOD
i fet upon them. Let ’em {eek Wildom & Strengih,
brace and Conduct from GOD, that they mav anfacee
he Tile given >em_inmv Z.xr. Let Pem flund, and
iar, and a&t for GOD ; whofe theyare, and who hes
’em ‘where they are.  Let the publick &ood be thir
plt Care ; that ic may te fecen that G20 has fet the
World in their Hearr,as wellas 1aid it on their Sicudders.
Let ’em a&t uprightly, that thiey may ftand fecure and
frong. Let’emfear GOD, and rule by his Word, that
tizy may be approved by GO, and accepted always
'y Men with all Thank fulnets.

As Govermment is the Piltar of the Farth, {o Relicicn
s the Villar of Government. Take away the Fear of
GOD’s Government & Judgment, and humane Rule
utterly falls, or corrupts into T'yrauny. but it Rebigien
nle in the Hearts and Lives of Rulers, GOD will have

Glory, and the People be made happy.
) d C PP FATHERS
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FATHERS of eur Country, let me freely &2y to You, &
That the Devotson and Pirtue of our humble, bwut il. &

luftrious A NC EST O R S, (The firft Planters of New-
Engiand,) laid the Foundation of our Greatnefs among :

the Prowsnces : And it is 7his that muft continue and §
eftablith it under the DivineFavour & Blefling. Emulate §
thtir Piety and Godlinels, and generous Regards to the g
Publick,and be acknowledged tEe Pihiars, the Strength g
and Ornament of your Country !/ ' %
But let me move You by a greater Argument, even 1
far more exceeding and eternal Wesght of Glory, which§
the Hory Guost has {et before you in a moft illuftriousR
Promife; Rev.iil. 12. Him that overcometh wsll Imake§
g Pivvar inthe Temple of mg GO D, and he fball gog
50 more out : And I will write upon Him the - Name of§
my GOD, and the Nawme of the City of my GO D&
awhich is New-Jervusavem ; which cometh down ourf§
of Heiven from my GOD : And I <wilh wrsteupon Hir§
my New-NAME.

CHRIST will erect a Monumental Psliar, that {hill
{tand for ever, in Honour of all Them who in their Stad
tion here, be they high or low, faithfully endeaveurtq
uphold His Church and Kingdom.

Itis a triumpbant Promife taken from the Romsd
manner of Pillars rear’d to the Memory of 1lluftrious Per
fons anad PaTr10oTs,0on which were infcrib’d their Nam:
and werthy Deeds ; together with that of the Empire]
City or Province, whici they were {o heppy as to{erv§
and help to fave. |

Infinitely more Glory and Honour fhall be done t
"Him who ferves the Lord CHR IS T, his Kingdom)
People and Intereft, in his Life here on Earth : Whe
he comes into his Temple above he fhall have a P4
of Celeftial Glory rear’d to eternize his Name ; Andor
it fhall be written ( O Divine Honour ! ) ¢ Tuis w
A FAITHFUL ServanT OF H1SGOD, AnD Savibusj
AND or THE CHurcH ON EArRTH.

There let Him ftand for ever, < _4 Mosument of fre
Grace, never to be defaced or removed.” While th
Names of famous Emperors, Ksngs and Generals, grave
in Brils or cut in Marble, on ftately Pillars andtn

umphant Arcpes, fhall moulder into Duft,

{ SV,
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«« So the Pillars in Solomon’s Porch were broken
down, and carried away by the Chaldeans : But He
that is made a Pillar in the Celeftial ‘Temple fhall go no
wore out. Yea the Pillars of the literal Earth and Hea-
vens will fhortly tremble, and be fhaken out of their
Place ; but He that believes in CHRIST, and has His
Glorious Name written on Him, fhall remain unfhaken

and imimoveable ; and remain, like his sving Saviour,
ftedfalt for ever.

This infinite and eternal Grory we wifhto all in
this worthipping _A[fembly, the greater and the leis,
high and low, rich and poor together : As in the A(ct
of Worfhip, we are all on a Level before the Turonez
of GOD. Andthe loweft in outward Condition may be

the Higheft in Grace, and in the Honours that come
from above.

But in a more efpecial manner we with rbss Merey and
Blefling of our GOD and King, out of Hss Houfe to
Your Excerrency our Governovr : Whofe Returs
to your Country, and your Advancement to the Govern-
ment of it, we cannot but Congratulate in the moft pub-
lick manner,with Hearts full of Joy, and fincere Thank-
fulnefs to GOD.

The Lorp GOD of our Fathers,who hath fpread our
Heavens, and laid the Foundarsons of our Earth, make
You a Picrar to Us both in the State & Church.

As it hath pleafed Him to chufe,adorn &fet You up; -
fo may He pleafe to fix & eftablith You,and long continue
You a Faruzr, and illuftrious Blefling to Your People.

And may the Name of CHRIST, and of thele Chur-
ches of our Loro FESUS, be graven deep upon Your
Heart: And Your faithful Services to ‘Them be an Ever-
Jafiing Name to You, which (hall not be cur off.

So, not only ere&t Your Self a Pillar in every pious
and grateful Hearr, that loves our Civil and Religious
Liberties ; and let their Prayers and Bleflings come upon
You ; but allo lay agood Foundation againft the World
to come, for everlafting Fame and Renown, aond fo Fe
calrvecd GREAT $n the Kingdom of Heaven.

F I N I &
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APPENDIX

Bofton, Auguft 12. Being the Day before this Scrmos
was preach’d, the Reverend Affociared PasTors of

the Town waited on His Excelency the GovEanoun,
with the following 4Addre/s. S -

SITR,

P W Ith Hearts full of Joy, and {incere Thankfulmels

¢ to GOD, we Congratulate Your Excellency’s
Return to Your Country, and Your Advancement to
the Government of it. The Kinc could not have
chofen any One of it’s Sons, more worthy to reprefent
His Royal Perfon, nor more accepted of the Multitude
of Your Brethren. |
¢ When we firft heard of His AMajyefly’s Grace and
‘Favour to Us, in Naming Your Excellency our Gover-
nour, we were like Men that dream: ‘The Cloud
that hung over us {cattered in 2 moment, and as the
Sun breaks out in a dark Day, fo was the Face of

G OD, and the Light of the Kinc’s Countenance
upon Us. We render back to the TunronNE our
dutiful and fervent Prayers, for Hs MaA jEsT v s
long Life, and happy Reign over Us.

¢ According to the good Hand of our GOD upon
Your Excellensy,{o has the Kine granted to You both
now and heretofore: G O D help’d You then to do us
{ingular Benefits, and now He has rewarded Youin an
extraordinary manner. \We adore the Wise Provi-
pence that has led in every ftepto fo great an
Event, and to GOD be all the Glory. *

¢ We believe, S 1 x, That You are come full of De-

¢ nevolence to Your Country, to our Churches and to
* the College; and will always have the moft tender
¢ Sollicitude for their Welfare and Profperity. And we
¢ bow our Knees with You to the €& 0D of all Wi{dom
¢ and Grace, for all thofe Supplies of both, which You
¢ will continually need in the Adminiftration. of the
¢ Government. ~ - o

is
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His Excellency was pleafed to take Rindly this dutiful

and affe@ionate Addrefs,and to make the following
Anfwer.

GENTLEMEN,

I Am Extreamly pleafed with the Refpeit 25 Dury you

Exprefs to His Majefty, and am Qbisg’d for the Ho-
sour you do Me.--- I do aflure you st has nct bren from
any Self sntereficd Views, That I have [vuglht His Ma-
i:Ry’s Favour in the Statiorn He bas been pleas’d to place
e bur yrom a Hope cf Advancisng His Majefls’s Ser-
vice, and the Intereft & Projperiry of this Country. —---
The College & Churches always were and are very
dear 10 Me, and wou may afjure Your Selves Noipsng
wil) be wanting in Me to promcte rh2ur FBeal & Pref-
perigyer--- And 1 defire Tou rc jcyn eur Prayers to
Nine; That GO D wow’'d gsve me an Underfianding
Heart to difcern besween good & bad: Thar I may at
i} simes go out and come sn before rhis People to the
Honour of G O D, $o0 the Good of this Counsry, and ie

ke Applaufe of my ewn Confcsence.




