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tershurg, and desiring to know whether it is the expec-
tation of Congress that he should come on to the place
of their sessions, and without loss of time to render a
more particular account of his late mission: Where-
upon,

On motion of Mr. Gerry, seconded by Mr. Read,

Resolved, That the President inform Mr. Dana it
is the desire of Congress to receive his communication
relative to his mission to the court of Russia, and to
the disposition of that court towards the United States,
as soon as the circumstances of his affairs and the sea-
gon shall admit of his attending Congress.

JANUARY 14, 1784.

On the report of a commiltee, consisting of Mr. Jef-
ferson; Mr. Gerry, bdr. Ellery, Mr. Read and Mr.
Hawkins, to'whom were referred the definitive treaty
of peace between the United States of America and
his Britannick majesty, and the joint letter of the 10th
September, from Mr. Adams, Mr. Franklin and Mr.
Jay,

Resolved unanimously, nine states being present,
That the said definitive treaty be and the same is here-
by ratified by the United States in Congress assems
bled, in the form following :

The United States in Congress assembled—To all
persons to whom these presents shall come, Greeting.
Whereas definitive articles of peace and friendship
between the United States of America and his. Britan-

nick majesty were concluded and signed at Paris, on
VOLe 111, 95
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the third day of September, 1783, by the plepipotcn.
tiaries of the said United States and of his said Britan-
nick majesty, duly and respectively authorized for that
purpase, which definitive articles are in the words fol-
lowing :

In the name of the most holy and undivided Tririty.

It having pleased the divine Providence to dispose
the hearts of the most serene and most potent prince,
George the third, by the grace of God king of Great
Britain, France and Ireland, defender of the faith,
duke of Brunswick and Lunenburg, arch-treasurer and
prince elector of the holy Roman empire, &c, and of
the United States of America, to forget all past misun.
derstandings and differences that have unhappily in-
terrupted the good correspondence and friendship
which they mutually wish to restore, and to establish
such a beneficial and satisfactory intercourse between
the two countries, upon the ground of reciprocal
advantages and mutual convenience, as may promote
and secure to both perpetual peace and harmony ; and
having for this desirable end already laid the founda-
tion of peace and reconciliation, by the provisional
articles signed at Paris, on the 30th of November,
1782, by the commissioners empowered on each part,
which articles were agreed to be iInserted in and to
constitute the treaty of peace proposed to be conclud-
ed between the crown of Great Britain and the said
United States, but which treaty was not to be conclud-
ed until terms of peace should be agreed upon between
Great Britain and France, and his Britannick majesty
should be ready to conclude such treaty accordingly ;
and the treaty between Great Britain and France hav-
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ing since been concluded, his Britannick majesty and
the United States of America, in order to carry info
full effect the provisional articles abovementioned ac-
cording to the tenor thereof, have constituted and
appointed, that is to say, his Britanoick majesty. on
his part, David Hartley, esquire, member of the parlia-
ment of Great 8ritain, and the said United States on
their part, John Adams, esquire, late a commissioner
of the United Staies of America at the court of Ver-
sailles, late a delegate in Cong’ ss from the state of
Massachusetts, and chief justic2 of the said state, and
minister plenipotentiary of the said United States to
their high mightinesses the states general of the Unit.
ed Netherlands, Benjamin Franklin, esquire, late dele-
gate in Congress from the state of Pennsylvania,
president of the convention of the eaid state, and mi-
nister plenipotentiary from the United States of Ame-
rica at the court of Versailles, John Jay, esquire, late
President of Congress, and chief justice of the state
of New York, and minister plenipotentiary from the
said United States at the court of Madric' to be the
plenipotentiaries for the concluding and signing the
present definitive treaty ; who, after having recipro-
cally communicated their respactive full powers, have
agreed upon and confirmed the following articles :

ARTICLE T,

His Britannick majesty acknowledgesthe said United
~ States, viz. New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode
Island and Pruvidence Plantations, Connecticut, New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary-



land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and
Georga, to be free, sovercign and independent states;
that he. treats with them as such, and for himself, his
heirs and successors, relinquishes all claims to the
government, propriety and territorial rights of the
same, and every part thereof.

ARTICLE IT.

And that all disputes which might arise in {uture, on
the subject of the boundaries of the United - States,
may be preveuted, it is hereby agreed and declared,
that the following are and shall be their boundaries,
viz." From the north-west angle of Nova Scotia, viz, that
angle which is formed by a line drawn due north from
the source of Saint Croix river to the highlands ; along
the said highlands which divide those rivers that emp-
ty themselves into the river St. Lawrence from those
which fall into the Atlantick ocean, to the rorth-wes.
ternmost head of Connecticut river; thence downalong
the middle of that river to the forty-fifth degree of
north latitude ; from thence by a line due west on said
latitude, until it strikes the river Iroquois or Catara-
quy ;.thence along the middle of said river into lake
Ontario, through the middle of said lake until it strikes
the communication by water between that lake and
lake Erie; thence along the middle of said communi-
cation into lake Erie, through the middle of said [lake)
antil it'arrives at the waler communication' between
that lake and lake Huron ; thence along the middle.of
said water communication into the lake Huron 3 thence
through the middle of the said lake to the water com-
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munication between that lake and lake Superiour;
thence through lake Superiour, northward of the isles
Royal and Philipeaux, to the Long lake; thence
through the middle of said Long lake, and the water
communication between it and the lake of the Woods,
to the said lake of the Woods ; thence through the said
lake to the most north-western point thereof ; and {rom
thence on a due west course to the river Mississippi ;
thence by a line to be drawn along the middle of the
said river Mississippi, until it shall intersect the nor-
thernmost part of the thirty-first degree of north lati-
tude. South, by a line to be drawn due east from the
determination of the line last mentioned, in the latitude
of thirty-one degrees north of the equatar, to the mid-

ie of the river Apalachicola or Catahouche; thence
along the middle thereof to its junction with the Flint
river j thence straight to the head of St. Mary’s river ;
and thence down along the middle of St. Mary’s river
to the Atlantick ocean. East, by a line to be drawn
along the middle of the river Saint Croix, from its
mouth in the bay of Fuudy to its source; and from its
source directiy north to the aforesaid highlands which
divide the rivers that fall into the Atlantick ocean from
those which fall into the river Saint Lawrence; com-
prehending all islands within twenty leagues of any
part of the shores of the United States, and lying be-
tween lines to be drawn due east from the points where
the aforesaid boundaries between Nova Scotia on the
one part, and East Florida on the other, shall respec-
tively touch the bay of Fundy and the Atlantick ocean,
excepting such. islands as now are or heretofore have
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been/ within the limits of the s«id province of Nova
Scolia. ”

ARTICLE Ill. "

It is agreed that the people of the United Stotes
shall continue to enjoy unmolested the right to take
fish of cvery kind en the Grand bank, and on all the
other banks of Newfoundland ; also in the gulf of St,
Lawrence, and at all other places in the sea, where the
inhabitants of both countries used at any time hereto-
fore to fish ; and also thst the inhabitants of the United
States shall bave liberty to take fish of every kind on
such part of the coast of Newfoundland as British fish-
ermen- shall use (but not to dry or cure the same on
that island ;) and also on the coasts, bays and creeks
of all other of his Britannick .majesty’s dominions in
America ; and that the American fishermen shall have
liberty to dry and cure fish in any of the unsettled bays,
harbours and creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen islands
and Labrador so long as the same shall remain unset-
tled, but so scon as the same or either of them shall be
settled, it shall not be lawful for the said fishermen to
dry or cure fish at such settlement without 2 previous
agreement for that purpose of the inhabitants, proprie-
tors or possessors of the ground.

ARTICLE IV.

o

It is agreed that creditors on either side shall meet
with no lawful impediment to the recovery of the full
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value, in sterling money, of all bona fide debts hereto-
fore contracted.

ARTICLE V.

It is agreed that the Congress shall earnestly recom-
mend it to the legislatures of the respective states, to
provide for the restitution of all estates, rights and
properties which have bheen confiscated, belonging to
real British subjects, and alse of the estates, rights and
properties of persons residentin districts in the posses-
sion of his majesty’s arms, and who have not borne arms
agatnst the said United States ; and that persons of any
other description shall have frec liberty to go to any
part or parts of any of the thirteen United Stales, and
therein to remain twelve mouths, unmolested, in their
endeavours to obtain the restitution of such of their
estates, rights and properties as may have been confis-
cated; and that Congress shall also earnestly recom-
mend to the several states a reconsideration and revision
of all acts or laws regarding the premises, so as to ren-
der the said laws or s:3ic perfectly consistent not only
with justice and equity, but with that spirit of concilia-
tion, which, on the retura of the blessings of peace,
should universally prevail. And that Congress shall also
recommend to the several states that the estates, rights
and properties of such last mentioned persons shall be
restored to them, they refundingto any persons who may
be now in possession, the bona fide price (where any has
been given) which such persons may have paid on pur-
chasing any of the said lands, rights or properties, since
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the confiscation.. And it is agreed that all persons
who have any interest in confiscated lands, either by
debts, marriage settlemenis or otherwise, shall meet
with no lawful impediment in the prosecution of their
Just rights. '

ARTICLE VI.

That there shall be no further confiscations made,
nor any prosecutions commenced against any person
or persons, for or by reason of the part which he or
they may have taken in the present war; and that no
person shall on that account suffer any future loss or
damage, either in his person, liberty or pronerty; and
that those who may be in confinement on such charges,
at the time of the ratification of the treaty in America,
shall be immediately set at liberty, and the prosecution
so commenced be discontinued.

ARTICLE Vil,

There shall be a firm and perpetual peace between
his Britannick majesty and the said states, and between
the subjects of the one and the cilizens of the other:
Wherefore, all hostilities, both by sea and land, shall
from henceforth cease j all prisoners on both sides shall
be set at liberty ; and his Britannick majesty shall, with
all convenient speed, and without causing any destruc-
tion, or carrying away any negroes or other property
of the American innabitants, withdraw all his armies,
earrisons and fleets from the said United States, and
{rom every post, place and harbour within the same;
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Jeaving in all fortifications the American artillery that
may be therein ; and shall also order and cause all ar-
chives, records, deeds and papers, helonging to any of
the said states or thair citizens, which in the course of
the war may have fallen into the hands of his officers,
to be forthwith restored and delivered to the proper
states and persons to whom they belong.

ARTICLE VIii,

The navigation of the river Mississippi, from its
source to the ocean,shall {or ever remain frec and open
to the subjects of Great Britain and the citizens of the

IUnited States.

ARTICLE 1X.

In case it shouid so happen that any place or terri-
tory belonging to Great Britain, or to the United States,
should have been conquered by the arms of either from
the other before the arrival of the said provisional ar-
ticles in America, it is agreed, that the same shall be
restored without difliculty, and without requiring any
compensation.

ARTICLE X,

The solemn ratifications of the present treaty expe-
dited in good and due form, shall be exchanged be-
tween the contracting parties in the space of six
months, or sooner if possible, to be computed from the
day of the signature of the present treaty.

VOL. 1. 56
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In witness wherecof, we the undersigned, their minis-
ters plenipotentiary, have in their name, and in
virtue of our full powers, signed with our hands
the present definitive. treaty, and caused the seals
of our arms to be affixed thereto.

Done at Paris, this third day of September, in the
year of our Lord, one thousand scven hundred
and eighty-three.

{L.s.] DAVID HARTLEY.
fLes.] JOHN ADAMS.
[L.s.] B. FRANKLIN.
fr.s.] JOHN JAY.

Now know ve, That we the United States in Con-
gress assembled, having seen and considered the de-
finitive articles aforesaid, have approved, ratified and
confirmed, and by these presents do approve, ratify
and confirm the said articles and every part and clause
thereof, engoging and promising that we will sincerely
and faithfully perform and observe the same, and
never suffer them to be violated by any one, or trans-
gressed in any manuer, as far as lies in our poyer.

In testimony whereof, we have caused the seal of
the United States to be hereunto affixed. Witness,
his excellency Thomas Mifflin, President, this
fourteenth day of January, in the year of our Lord,
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four, and
in the cighth year of the sovereignty and inde-
pendence of the United States of America.

‘On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays
being required by Mr, Howell—
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New Hampshire,

Massachusetts,

Rhode Island,
€onnecticut,

New Jersey,

Pennsylvania,

Delaware,

Maryland,

Virginia,

North Carolina,

South Carolina,
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Mr. Foster,

Mr. Gerry,
Mr. Partridge,
Mr. Osgood,

Mr. Ellery,
Mr. Howell,

Mr. Sherman,
Mr. Wadsworth,

Mr, Beatly,

Mr. Mifflin,
Mr. Hand,
Mr. Morris,

Mr. Tilton,
Mr. M:Comb,

Mr. Chase,
Mr. Lloyd,

Mr. Jefferson,
Mr. Lee,
Mr. Mouroe,

Mr. Williamson,
Mr. Spaight,

Mr. Read,
Mr. Beresford,

443 .

So it was resolved in the affirmative.

Resolved, That the said ratification be transmitted.
with all possible despatch, under the care of a faith{ul-
person, to. our ministers in France, who have nego-
tiated the treaty, to be exchanged.

Resolved, That colonel Josiah IHarmar be apypoint-
ed to carry the said ratification.
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Ordered, That the superintendent of finance furnlsh
colonel Harmar with money to defray his necessavy
expenses,

Resolved, That a proclamation be lmmedlalely is-
sued, notifying the said definitive treaty and ratification
to the several states of the union, and requiring their
observance thereof, in the form following : '

By the United States in Congress assembled.

A PROCLAMATION,

Whereas  definitive articles of peace and friendship
between the United States of America and his Britau-
nick majesty were concluded and signed at Paris, on
the third day of September, 1783, by the plenipoten-
tiaries of the said United States and of his said Dritan-
nick majesty duly and respectively authorized for that
purpose, which definitive articles are in the words fol-
lowing

[tere insert the treaty.]*

And we the United States in Congrcss assembled,
having secn and duly considered the definitive articles
aforesaid, did by a certain act under the seal of the
[nited States, bearing date this 14th day of January,
1784, approve, ralifly and confirm the same, and every
part and clause thereof, engaging and promising that
we would sincerely and faithfully perform and observe
the. same, and never suffer them to be violated by any
one, or transgressed in any manner as far as should be
in our power ; and being sincerely disposed to carry

¢ See page 434, -
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the said articles into "execution, truly, honestly and
with good faith, according to the intent and meaning
thereof, we have thought proper by these presents to
notify* the premises to all the good citizens of these
United States, hereby requiring and enjoining all bo-
dies of magistracy, legislative, executive and judiciary,
all persons bearing office, civil or military, of whatever
rank, degree ar powers, and all others the good citi-
zens of these states of every vocation and condition,
that reverencing those stipulations entered into on
their behaliunder the authority of that {ederal bond by
which their existence as an independent pecple Is
bound up together,and is krown and acknowledged by
the nations of the world, and with that good faith which
is every man’s surest guide, within their several offices,
jurisdictions and vocations, they carry into effect the
said definitive- articles, and every clause and sentence
thereof, sincerely, strictly and completely.

Given under the seal of the United States. Witness,
his excellency Thomas Mifflin, our President, at
Annapolis, this 14th day of January, in the year
of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and
eighty-four, and of the sovereignty and indepen-
dence of the United States of America, the
eighth.

Resclved unanimously, nine states heing present,
that it bé and is hereby earnestly recommended to the
legislatures of the respective slates to provide for the
restitution of all estates, rights and properties which
have been confiscated belonging to recal Briush sub-
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jects, and also of the estates, rights and properties of
perscys resident in districts which were in the posses-
sion.of his Britannick majesty’s arms at any time be-
tween the 30th day of November, 1782, and the 14th
day of Januvary, 1784, and who have not borne arms
against the said United States; and that persons of
any other description shall have free liberty to go toany
part or parts of any of the thirteen United States, and
therein to remain twelve months, unmolested, in their
endeavours to obtajn .the. restitution of such of their
estates, rights and properties as may have been con-
fiscated. And it is also hereby earncstly recommend-
ed to the several states to reconsider and revise all
their acts or laws regarding the premises, so as to
render the:said laws or acts perfectly consistent not on-
ly with justice and equity, but with that spirit of con-
ciliation which, on the return of the blessings of peace,
should universally prevail. And it is hereby also ear-
nestly recommended to the several states, that the
estates, rights and properties of such- last mentioned
persons shall be restored io them, they refunding to
any persons who may be now in possession the bona
fide price (where any has been given) wiich such per-
sons may have paid on purchasing any of the said
lands, rights or properties since the confiscation.

Ordered, That a copy of the proclamation of this
date, together with the recommendation, be transmit-
ted 1o the several states by the secretary.



