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‘Deuteremy XX. 1. When thou goefl out to battie «
againfl thine ¢nemies, and feeft horfes and chayiots,
end a people smore than thou, be not afraid of them ;
Jor the Lord thy Ged is with thee, which brought thee ”2

eut of the land of Egypt.

-

@m HAT mankind fhould in any cafe, he
Bf + N& voluntarily adtive, in taking away the
Yo lives of thofe of their own {pecies, is a
(@32 tamentable evidence and confequence of
""" "< humandepravity.—If man had 1etaig-
ed his integrity, and continued in a ftate of peace
with heaven, no part of this earth would eyer
have bebn a feat of war: Angels would have been
his friendly guefls, fentitive ereatures his willing
fervants, and the whole human race knit together
in matual love. Apoftate angels however inimica-
by difpofed, might have envied, but could not
have impaired his happinefs, or difturbed hispeace.’
* But human beings, by joining with thofe degene-
rate {pirits, in an impotent repellieop againft Gud,
the rightffl, righteons and cga foyereign of the
univerfe, have istroduced fath calamity and cop-
fufion, that there is ordinarily more danger fram
~ the injurious attempgs of fellow-crgatures, thin
from all the bealts & -prey. Ang iowpnr the .
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#excellency of man confifts, not in bodi? Rrength,
*but ‘mental endowments; yet fuch difputes do
fometimes arifg, as muft be decided, not by ftrength
of argument in delibeyative aflemblies, byt by
force of arms in the field of battle.

Human affairs, on fome occafions, come to be
in fuch a fituation, that we muit either fubmit to
death, or intolerable injuries ourfelves, or en-
deavour to inflict death on the aggreffors. In a
word, an equitable and honorable peace, can, at

* times, be obtained on no other condition, than
that of engaging in a bloody war; and there a-
rifes a ncceﬂ%tly of taking fuch a method as muft
ineviiably remove fome out of this world, in or-

"der that thofe who furvive may be the more comt
fortable ; hence making war, or thedding the
#lood of thofe of our own kind, comes to be a
nereffary bufinefs ; and it is then as much our duty
to oo to the field of battle, as at ordinary times,
to go to the field of labour. _

And as the Jewith ftate was a tBeocracy, in
‘'which God gave them a compleat body of laws,
refpecting thingsboth civil & facred; fo ih cur text
and fucceeding context, we have a part of their
martial law, or divine dire@ions refpe@ng their
militia. However different the weapons of war,
whether offenfive or defenfive, may have been in

_different ages and courncries ; and confequently
the art or manner <t war, variable; yet what is
recommended in our text, namely, courage, has
always been a neceffary qualification in an accain-
plithed fold¥#. ' Intrepidity is as effential to the
character offa goog warrior, as a difpofition for
difpaflionate enquiry agd cool deliberation is ne-
ceflarily cqntained in tRe idea of a good judge.
And as all {eripture has befn given by infpiration

) 'pf God, and ¢8 in one'ﬁ& or another profi
mble; fo the eonfideration of the paflage which

. ' ‘ I



| have now read, eanngt appear in prefenf circum-
ftances unfeafonable, —We are reduged to the ne-
ceffity of a war, which, will perhaps be more ob»
ftinate, and is certainly more difagreeable in its
nature, and extenfive in its effecis, than any in
which, either thec whole or part of the Amgrican
Britith colonies have leretofore been engaged.—
‘Since then, we know not, how foon even the
hufbandman, however agreeable their employ-
ment is to themfelves and ufeful to others, may
be obliged to change the implements of hufban-
dry for the weapons of war, and march forth to
battle ; it will certainly be comfortable for them-
felves, and hopeful for others, thatthey take the
| field with that temper prefcribed, and having the
encouragement contained in onr text.—For this
purpofe therefore, I fhall thew .

]. In what cafes it may not only be lawfaul, but
duty to engage in war; and when called, go
forth to battle. .

I. What will aftord, to a people, ground of ex- ’
pectation, that God will be favourably with
them in a war ; and efpecially when goingout
to battle.

. How, a well-founded apprehenfion of God’s

favourable prefence, tends to infpire with true

courage——=and laitly, conclude with fome
ractical improvement.

7 Ilook upen i fuperfinous to fpend much time
anifefting to my prefent audience, the affir-
ve of the qneftion—Is war in any cafe law-

A defenfive war, in which injurious attémbts
repelled by force, is-founded upon the prin-
of felf-prgfervation, which the God of the

v . univerfe
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univerfe has implauted in our natures, in com-
man with other liviug credtures.—That war was
lawful under the Olf’l’cﬂamcnt difpenfation i#
fo evident, that none who acknowledge the autho-
rity of the Bible, candeny it.—The apprehenfion
that Chrift has under the New-Teftament intirely

rehibited the ufe of the fword, hasarifen froma
mifunderftanding and wrong application of fome
of his precepts, which were eudem]y defigned by
him to injoin meeknefs aud a for;,umg temnper
upon his tollowers, and to prevent private rctahp
ation and revenge.—I will, however, grant- to
thofe profeiling Chnllmnq who declare againft the
ufe of the ivord in ‘every cafe ; that, as Chrift’s
kingdom is {piritual and eredted for heavenly
‘nmpn!es ;——q{0 110 ceercive meafuies ought. to
be ufed in promoring it, under any pretence what-
foecver.—--The rul\a(ftls ot Chrift’s kingdown, as ;
fuch, or contidered in that cupacity, ought to ufg /
ne other means, in prepapating Chnlhdmt), but
fuch as were ufed by Chrift himfelf and his apo-
ftlec; the weuapons of whofe warfare, was not
carral but mighty.—Ii we confider the Chriftian,
ss fuch, purely with rcﬁ)u’t to bis fpiritual and
cternal interells, his panoply or compleat armour
is deferibed in the fixth chapter of the Epiftle t
the Ephefians; nor is he to repel injuries whic
only at!'cCt his {pirituwal good, with any other, ba
thefe fpirituat weapons.—But as perfons becomin
Chiittians, does not fapercede their being con
dered as Mathematicians, Atlronomers, Mech
nicks or Labourers; fo neither does it nullify th
relations and rights as men and civil fubjedts
Now, although the Mlathemarician may hot p
zend to either demonitrate or illuflrare the tru
of Cunrittianity, by ceomerrical figures, or th
remss; yet no onc of commion fenfe wnll alled
that he may not ule thefe, in mathematical
© quiries

-~ X 2V
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quiries; fo nelther isit true, that becanfe Chrifti-
ans, a$ fuch, may not ufe the fword, in promoting
Chnlhamty, or defending themfelves againft inju-
ries which only refpect their fpiritual interefts,
that therefore they may not, as men and civil
fubjefls, ufe it in defence of their country.—It
muft alfo be granted, that probably the abufe of
warlike inftruments, by profefling Chriftians, pre-
tending therewith te fubferve the interefts of
Chrift’s kingdom, in which cafe, they were indeed
unhallowed w eapons; and the almoit infinite mif-
chiefs thenee accruing, have given occafion to
running into the other extreme, and concluding
that they were not to be ufed at all.

It is 4lfo to be admitted, that making war,
merely for the purpofe of inlarging an empire,
kingdom or commonwealth ; or for acquiring fame
by conqueftt, is altogether unlawful.—-Hence Alex-
ander the great, rather deferves the name of an
invincible murderer, and fuccefsful plunderver,
than that of an illuftrious hero.

It will therefore follow, that all the particular
cafes, in which a war can be lawful, will come
dnder one or other of thefe generals, »iz.—It mutt:
if it be offenfive, be undertaken by fpecial com.
miffion from God, Who has aright to employ whom
he pleafes, as the executioners of his juftice ; or
" it muft be defenfive, occafioned by fome injury
which refpeéis our temporal interctt, eithier at-
tempted or inflicted.—As to the firft of thefe, ro
war fince immediate revelation has cenfed, can be
in this refpect, legitimate: Since no nation can
now produce a commiflion from God, to invade
any other nation, from whom they have received
no injury. With regard to the fecond, it may
take plate either between feparate independent
ﬁates, or different parts of the fame flaic.

1. When
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1. When one ftate invades the lives, liberty or
property of ancther, and perfifts in' the injurious
conduct; or refufes to make reparation for inju-
ries already committed, then is it not only lawful
but duty, for the invaded nation, to go forth to
battle againfl them ; and commit the event to the
Almighty God, the judge of the univerfe.—But
here perhaps it will be queried—S8ince it belongs
to the Supreme power, or governing part of a
nation, to make war and peace; how fhall all of
the nation, who may be called to bear arms, be
certain that there is caufe fuflicient to legitimate
a war! To which it may be anfwered, That or-
dinarily the injuries committed are fo notorious,
that all may be acquainted with them : Or if this
1s not the cafe, unlefs it appear evident that the
war is not defenfive, but offenfive, the fubjecis
muft confide in the integrity and equity of their
rulers ; and if the war be even unjuft, on account
of fome circumftances, well known to the rulers,
but conccaled from the fubjects, the rulers alone,
in fuch a cafe, are chargeable with guilt.—As one
man is not called to act in the fphere of another;
fo neither is he to be accauntable for another’s
mifinanagement, further than he approves of, or
knowingly joius with him, M his culpable eon-
duct.— Notwithftanding, as the avowed defign of
war, is the fhedding ot human bleod : fo it will
tend much to the fatisfaction of a confcientious
ivldier, to have clear evidence, in his own mind,
that the war, in which he is engaged, is juft and
neceflary. | ‘

3. A war may commence, betwixt different parts
ot the fame ftate, and this is ufually called, civil-
war; and it may be lawful and neceflary to ‘go
forth to battle againft thofe of the fame body Jpo-
litic, in two particular cafes. oy,
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Firft, when part of a nation violate the origi-
fnal compact, break laws made agreeable to the
conftitution of the fociety, throw off their alle-
giance to the exccutive power of the ftate, and at-
tempt to fer up rulers of their own, or to conti-
nue in a ftate of anarchy. This is ufually called
fedition or rebellion, and when the infurgents are
fubdued, it is generally thoughe juft, to trcat them
with grcater feverity, than conquercd enemies,
when the war is with a foreign ftate. And, in-
deed, whot the attempts, of part of a ftate, are
eally rebellious, it appears equitable, not only to
go to war againilt them, but to muke fuch as fur-
vive, at lealt, the principal leaders, examples of
juftice, as being guilty not only of injury, but of
perfidy and ingratitude,

Second, when the governing part of a natipn,
attewmpt to abule the power committed to them,
and initead of fubferving the interefts of the peo-

lc, endeavour to fubvert the conftitution, employ-
ing their influence and authority, not for the good
of the {ubjects, bur to promote their own ambi-
tious and tyrannical defigns; then is it, not only
lawful, but duty, to oppofe them, and if they
prrfft, -to ufe the fivord againtt them. Ithall not
enter deeply into the proot of this pofition, which
has not only been clearly illuftrated, in theory,
ut was found ncceflary in practice, in our own
ation, at that critical and memorable wra, the
cvoluti%n; fince which time, the dodtrine of
nlimited paflive obedie:ice and non-refiftance has
een exploded by Britons.—I fhall, however, ob-
erve a few things to prevent the abufe of it.—
nd, in the firft place, agreeable to what has
een before faid, 1 think it is evident, that Chri-
ians,. a8 fuch, or confidered 3s Chriil’s difciples,
e never to oppofe civil-government, merely for

;Pbeing unfavourable to the princi-
. > B ples
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ples of Chriftianity.—If, in the nation, where, by
the providence of God, Chriftians are caft, the ci-
vil rulers are even Iufidels, or being profefling
Chriftians fhould apoftatize from the faith ; yetit
appears evident to me, from the nature of Chrift’s
kingdom, and the fcope of the New-Teltament,
that while the nation as fuch, acquiefce in their
sovermmuent, Chriftians, as foch, are both to ac-
knowledge their authoriry, in civil things, and
obey them in all things, not contrary to Chrift’s
}aws ; and where confcience forbids a compliance
with the precept, they muft run the hazard of
enduring the penalty, if that fhould even be a vi-
olent and ignominious death.—Chriftiars, as fuch,
have no king or head of their fociety, but Jefus,
and their attempting to dethrone kings, merely
for their being unfavourable to Chrift’s caufe and
kingdom, and attemp:ing to fet up others to head
and protect themfelves, as members of the Chri-
ftian charch, is high-treafon againft king Jefus,
as well as rebellion againtt the ftate.—Chrift, as
Meffiah, and head of his church, has no more ap-
pointed civil magiftrates to be his vice-gerents,
over his church, than he has appointed the pope
of Rome to be Peter’s fucceflor, or his vicar.—If
civil rulers, inftead of profefling and pradtifing
Chriftianity, perfift in rejecting it ; by the ftatute
Jaw ot king Jefus, they will forfeit a throne with
him in heaven, and incur damnation ; and do not
by this, forfeit their earthly preferments.—Thefe
will belong to them, fo long as their conftituents
choofe to continue them ; and Chriftians, confi-
dered in that capacity, conftitute no civil rulers.—,
As Chrift’s difciples, perfons are ftill to declare,
that they have no king but Jefus, and at the fame
time declare, that he is {fo far from having ex
empted them from fubjection to civil magiftrates
that he has ftrictly injoined it upon them.

In
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In the fecond place, it is not every tranfgreffi-
on or defeé, in civil government, either with re-
gard to legiflation, or execution, that will war-
rant refiftance.—That civil rulers, fhould univer-
{ally and uninteruptedly a¢t for the common good,
is indeed, agreeable in theory and very defirea-
ble, but like Plato’s republic, will no where be
found, except in idea.—And here 1 would obferve,
that there is a great ditference berwixt fuch wrong
fteps in government, which although they are in-
Eurious to the {ubjecis, yet are not fubveifive of

he counftitution ; and their bad effe¢ts but t1anfi-
nt 3 and fuch as have not euly huittul, but per-
anent effects ; and if fubmitted to, will enta:l
vil upon fucceeding generations, E. G. If go-
ernnment fhould order fome public edifice to be
rected, which might be more for the gratification
of their own vanity, than any commen utility, to
the nation ; and for this purpofe, impofe a heavy
but conftirutional tax, for one year; this would
e very difterent from making a law, by svhich
n equal fum tfhould in all time coming be paid,
nnually, into the public trf;'a_fm'y.-—-it' govetn-
ient raife an army of 100,000, when perhaps
0,000 might futhce for the emergency; this
far from being equal to appointing a #anding

my of r0o,000.
In the third place, even when the coadu¢t of
vernment is, as above ftated, it the circum-
ances of the cafe will admit, moderate meafures,
ch as reprefentation, petition and remonftrance,
ght firlt to be tried.—In ull cafes, efpecially
ith civil rulers, the fword fhould be the laft re-
't.—Bat althongh I will not take it uvpon me to
aw a line, whereby in all inftauces, it may be
own exactly, where fubmifiion ought to end
d refiftance begin, this being determined, ra-
r by common neceflity than cafuitic diviniry ;
yet °
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yct that matters in » ftate, have been and may be
in fuch extrezinity, as to require this extraordina-
ry reinedy, is very manifeft.—And to fuppofe that
the perfons of thofe, who are advanced to govern-
ment, by the people, thereby bccome, together
with their favourites and implicit fervants, fo fa-
cred, that in all cafes, it is criminal to ufe the
fword againft them, is repugnant to the great
principle of felf-prefervation, and eftablithing a
toleration of robbery and murder.—There are cer-
tain rights derived from the God of nature, which
no man can transfer to another, even if he were
willing.—He may indeed forfeit them, by hisown
mal-conduct ; but it is abfurd to fuppofe, that he
can be deprived of them, by the bad conduct of
another.—That any of our fellow-creatures, by
being with our own confent, appointed to rule
over us, for our and their good, thereby become
licenfed plunderers and murderers, is a tenet both
abominable and abfurd.—If"it fhould be replied,
that, however, they may abufe their power, and
efcape in this life, God will punifh them in the
world to come.—This, I grant is a certain truth,
but in this cafe, altogether mifapplied ; becaufe
the fole and only end of civil government, is that
the prefent ftate may be more fafe and comforta-
ble ; and thercfore, the remedy for its evils be-
longs to men it the prefent ftate.—1I allow, indeed
that as the great end of Chrift’s kingdom, is wit
regard to the future ftate ; fo if men violate it
Jaws, in fuch a way, as does not injure the tem
poral enjoyments of mankind, no’' punifhmen
which refpects their temporal enjoyments, is
be infiicted.—If the fpiritual weapons of
church prove ineffectual, with fuch delinquent
they muit be left to abide the confequences in t
world to come.—I thall only add, that when ci
rulers turn tyrants, and opprefs their fubjec

| theif
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their character is, at leaft, more odious than that
of fuch foreign invaders, as by their invafion vi-
olate nc league or exprefs ftipulanion; becaufe
faid civil rulers are guilty, not anly of cruelty,
but of ingratitude and perfidy.—And therefore,
by the laws of nature, which nevér can be fupei-
feded, they deferve punithment, and it is fome-
times neceflary to remove them as intolerable
nuifances.

II. There will be ground for a people to expect
God favourably w1th them in a war,

I. When they have clear evidence, that the war
on their fide is lawf{ul and neceflary—when it is
not with ambitious, or avaricious veiws, of ac-
quiring honour, or wealth, by the deftrucion or
poverty of others, who have not injured them;
but only to repel injurious attempts, or obtain re-
“paration for injuries received. This is abfolutely
neceflary, in order to having any ground of en-
couragement from God. For if any interprize
be a violation of the rights of our fellow-creatures,
and confequently a breach of God’s law, as it
would be vain to expect his approbation and affift-
ance, in fuch a cafe; f{o it would be daring pre-
{fumption, if not blafphcmy, to afk his prefence.
If we would expect the Lord gracioufly to accom-
pany us, wg muft carefully obferve nor to turn
afide from what his holy law prefcribes. If in
any undertaking we d.viate from this, we have
Juft reafon to exped®, that God, in thar affair, will
forfake us; nay fet himfelf ammﬁ us. It the
Ifraelites, contrary to the explels command of
God, will afcend the hill, to fight with the Ama-
lekites and Canaanites, they (hall retuin thame-
fully beaten ; as may be feen Numb. 14th chap.’
latter part. .

2. When thofe who in a lawful and ncccﬂ'anr'
par go out to battlc, arc themfelves engaged in

earncitly
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earneftly foliciting the divine preferce. However
prayer is neither to be fuppofed to produce any
change in God, nor to have any thing in it meri-
torious of the favours afked, nor to convey in-
formation to God of things with which he was
unacquainted ; yet it is a powerful medium, for
the obtaining of bleflings, both temporal and fpi-
ritual. There is littlie reafon to conclude, that
God will give, what perfons don’t think worth ,
while humbly and importunately to afk; and we
are not only unworthy of, but alfo unfit for, the
enjoyment of thofe fpecial favours, which we neg-
lect to feek to God for. It is indeed an awful and
mourpfu] refle&ion, that even in the Britith ar-
mies, whether land or fea forces, ic which, per-
baps, few would be found who have not by bap-
tifm been inlifted under Chrift ; yet few of either
officers or toldiers, but what are n:ore remarkable*
for curiing and {wearing than praying. God
torbid that our American armies, who have at
this day to be their oppofers, thould, in this thing,
be their imitators !
it would be impoflible, in the time proper for
this part of the difcourfe, to produce all the in-
ftances, in which God in aunfwer to prayer, has
manifelted Lis prefence in deciding bhattles.— Yon,
have two remarkable inftances, recorded in 1 Sam.
vii. chap. and 2 Chron. xx. chap.—In the firft of
thefe, you have an account of a menumental pil-
Jar, raifed in the ficld of battle and victory, and
infcribed to the honour of a prayer-hearing God,
and for the encouragement of future officers and
foldiers. |
In the fecond, you find that God was fo inte-
refled, by a powerful prayer, that he did not
merely grant auxiliary aid, but was the fole effi-
cienty leuving nothing for Jehofaphat and his ar-
sy io do, but to carry away the fpoil. Allow me
' to
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to add, the inftance of David, who trufting mote
to a prayer-hearing God, than to Saul’s coat of
mail, went out with a fling and ftone; but return-
ed with Goliah’s head, and thereby obtained a ge-
neral vi¢tory. In fhort, thofe are moft likely to
be fuccefsful combatants in battle, who are thé
moft importunate wreftlers in prayer. '

3. When an army maintains a reverence of a
holy God, and are afraid to venture on any of the
ways of known fin. Thofe may expeét the pre-
fence of God when fighting againft the enemies of
their bodies, who are irreconcileable, in their
war, againft the enemies of God and their own
fouls. And without this, the foregoing will be
nothing but folemn mockery of God; in words fo-
bciting his prefence, and by our actions telling
him to depart from us. It may, perhaps, feem
unfuitable to fpeak of a foldier being afraid of
any thing ; but I would fay, wo to the man, who
is above the fear of fin, and does not tremble at
the word of God.—Shocking to thinrk that any
fhould value themfelves for their fighting againit
God ! Let the potfheards of the earth, firive with
the pottheards of the earth; but wo to him, that
ftriveth with his Maker. You have an example of
this, in the above-mentioned 7:5: of 1 Sam. from
the 3d verfe. .And Samuel [pake unte all the houfe
of Ifracl, faying, if ye do return unto the Lord with
all your hearts, then put awcy the frange Gods, and
Aftaroth, from among you, and prepare your hearts
unto the Lord, and [erve him only ; and he wili de-
liver yom out of the hind of the Philiflines. Then the
children of Ifrael did put away. Baalim and Aflareth,
and [lerved the Lord only. But it is needlefs to
multiply quotations en this head, fince it is evi-
dent from reafon, and the whole tenor of reve-
lation, that fin is the very caufe, why God per-
mits enemies to invade a people ; there is ‘t_herea

ore
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fore no encouragement, to expect that God will
appear for us, unlefs we abandon our fins, which
have provoked him to {fend war upon our country.
And however wicked foldiers may, indeed, be
inftrumental of gaining a victory; yet unlefs re-
Yentance prevent, they thall at laft find, it is a
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God, when their oppofition, wxll only increafe
their mifery. ey

. When thofe who go out to battle manifeft an
humblc temper, neither boafting of their nmnber
and abilities ; nor fcornfully defpifing their ene-
mies, but committing the event to Goﬁ God de-
clares that he refifts the proud, but ‘fhews favour
to the humble.” It has ordinarily been found, that
thofe who went to the field of battle, magnifying
their own ftrength and warlike-accomplifhments ;
and contemning their enemies; thus as it were
anticipating the victory,” have either falien by
thefe fame defpifed enemies, or returned with a
different tone, and inftead of their laurels, (ﬂﬂ
only brmg the news of a fhameful defeat. Man
inftances, frdm facred and common hiftory, nnght
be adduce: the illuttration ahd co;lﬁrmatlon
of this, w t pccrﬁan, and would tiwe admitsd
The fares zfa *proud Pharoah, an infolent Goliah,
and a boal\i¥® Sennacherib are familiar to all.”
Let none think, tiar humiliry is inconfiltent with
the charadter d{ a foldier. Humiljty betongs to
us as creacures, and js a drefs that becomes per-

"i

fons in every ftation and condition. _The:c in a
great diﬁ'cre{wc betgvxxt.oﬁentauous bra ng ahd
couragious fhting. Pride is a concomatant of

pufillanimity,
Thofe who v
fkill and pro
prefence and aiffitguce ; f
‘hat they look dbdrkifuperfiuous, for a God to ih-
:erpofe, N, R .

4d is oppofed to true magnanimity.
and proudly vaunt, of their own
-do thereby preclude thé divine
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§+, When thofe on whofe behalf the army march.
es to the field of battle, are alfo employed in ear-
neft prayer to God, in confefling their fins and
cafting away every abomination ; not boalting of,
nor confiding in, the number, prowcfs, dxfc:plme
and armour of their troops; but humbly commit-
ting the event to God, who can fave, by many or
by tew.—Doubtlefs we may venture to fay, how-
ever to fome it might appear a paradox, thar thofe
who remain at home, and never go out to battle,
have notwithftanding, a great hand in the victory
or defeat. 'f wr fight againft the Lord at home,
how can we expect that he will figit for our ar-
mies abroad ! There may be Achans in the city
and country, as well as in the foldiery ; by whom
God may be fo provoked, as to refufe to go forth
with our armies; on che other hand, perfons may
3s truly be inftrumental of an happy tampaign in
their fields and clofets, as thofe who charge upon
the enemy in the line of baitle. When Ifrael

- fought with Amalek, as recordéd in the 17:h of
Exodus, neither Mofcs, Aaron, nor Hur, were ei-
ther field-marfhals or common foldiers, but were
at a diftance upon the top of an hill; yetr none
who read this part of facred hiftory, can exclude
them from a fhare in obtaining the victory. Thofe
whofe lives are a counter-part to their prayers,
and are employed in ftorming heaven with their
fmportunate fupplications, may be as ufeful to
théir country, when a feat of war, as thofe who
‘bombard caftles and fcale walls!

In's Jawful war, when any of thefe things is

. Sound, it is {g far a good fymptom, when they are

all,folmd there is full evidence of God’s favoura-
pﬁfence.—-But 1 am now to proceed to fhew
how this infpires with true courage.

. IH. True courage is a temper or difpofition, by

hldl tman, with firm refolution and boldnefs

P . C o en-
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encounters the dangers, which occur in the path
of -his duty, repelling or refifting to his utmott,
all intervening difficulties.—As this temper re-
fpecis the character of a foldier, it is oppofed to
what is commonly called cowardice ; which either
influences a man to fhrink and flee from, even
thofe dangers, which lie in the way of his duty ;
or caufes him to make but a feeble and ineffectual
refiltance.—And I might obferve, that an appre-
fion of the favour and afliftance of even falfe gods,
had a tendency, in heathenifh armies, to produce
fomething which had fundry of the ingredients
and much refembled true courage; and this how-
ever ill-founded, had after a great influence in
procuring victory.— When the foldiers were ani-
mated, with what they counted a lucky omen, or
by a favoyrable anfwer from an oracle, they
would ordinarily exert themfelves, with the ut-
moft vigor.—It has alfo been cften found, that a
falfe apprehenfion, of the favourable prefence of
) the true God, has produced fuch effeés, as in fe-
veral refpeéts were fimilar to trae heroifm.—With
what irrefittible violence and rapidity, did the fol-
Towers of Mahomet over-run many of the eaftern
countrics, when poflefled with the notion that they
were fighting the Lord’s battles ?—With what en-
thufiaftic fortitude, did hundreds of thoufands ex-
ert themfelves in the crufades, or the wild project
of recovering the Holy Land from the Infidels?
In which enterprize, they thought that God was
undoubtedly upon their fide, and therefore were
. fearlefs of danger. None can therefore doubt
“concerning the powerful operation cf a well-
prounded apprehenfion, of the favourable pre-
. fence of the true God. But I am to fthew how

" this infpires with true courage.
1. Taere is contained in it, an evidence of the
divine approbation in the undertaking, which

affords

-
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affords peace of mind, let the ifflue be as it will ;
without this there can be no rational, manly cou-
rage ; becaufe a view of the unlawfulnefs of the
enterprize, whenfoever it occurs muft make the
man quake, left God himfelf jhould meet him as
a bear robbed of her whelps.

2. It contains divine affiftance and protection ;
and if God be for us, who can prevail againft us?
What general or army fhall be able to circumvent
in counfel, one who is omnifcient and infinitely
wife'; or exceed in {trength and prowefs, one who
is Alinighty ! Who has an arm like God, or can
thunder with a voice like him? All the inhabi-
tants of the earth are but as grafshoppers before
him; yea all the fquadrons of hell quake before
him; and fhrink into the burning pit, to bide
from his majeftic and terrible countenance.

3. A fenfe of the divine prefence, in a war gives
occafion to confider all the deliverances God has
wrought for his people, in former times; and to
improve thefe as an encouragement to expect his
interpofition at that time ; for he is the fame ye-
fterday, to-day and forever.—Thus the people of
Ifrael, when invironed with new difliculties, ufu-
ally recount old deliverances, and particularly
the wonderful deliverance mentioned in our text,
viz. bringing them up out of the land of Egypt.
In refpect of that coluny which is at prefent the
fear of war, it may be aifo faid, that God did |
great things for their anceftors, which [ cannot
but think affords encouragement to hope, thdt he
will not siow forfake that people.—~They were
brought from a laud, then groaning under op-
preflion in regard of religious liberty, and ftained
with the blood of perfecution, not through the
Red-fea, but acrofs the Aulantic; and preferved
through all the difliculties and dangers attending

a {ettlement among wild bealls and favages. —A |
wha
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who read the hiftory of the planting and progrefs
of the colony of Maffachufetts-Bay, may find great
inftauces of God’s goodnefs, to that people in for-
mer times, of which I cannet at prefent give even
a general account.

Laftly, If we have the prefence of God when
going to bartle, and are interefted in his favour,
then we may reft aflured, that whether we furvive
the engagement, or die in the field, all fhall be
well. It our fouls are poflefled of the fear of the
Lord, wec need not fear them, who can only kill
the body. A foul prepared for Heaven, will as
eafily and joyfully (perhaps I may fay more fo)
find its way thither, from a field of barttle, as from
a bed of down; will as chearfully afcend from
amidfl rearing cannon, as weeping friends. As
God is with his people in danger, fo alfo in death,
which is to them an end of all danger. Can then,
any thing fo effectually infpire a foldier with true
courage, as that which raifes him above the fear
of death; nay makes death itfelt appear a defire-
able event ! For blefled are the dead which dic in the
Lord, fincs they refl [rom their lubours, and their works

Sfollow them. 1 now proceed to make fome praciical

improvement.

1. As, agreeable to what was faid in the intro-
duction, we are at prefent in a ftate of war, it
will be very proper to euquire, whether, agree-
able to the doctrine, it ke on our fide a lawful
and neceflary war, 7. e. whether it be, indeed, de
fenfive. As time will not admit of prolixity, 1
fhall only attempt a brief view of the matter,
which I hope, notwithflanding, will contain evi-
dence ‘fufficient to fatisfy every competent cn-
quirer, who is free from invincible prejudice.

I theretore obferve, that all the late acis of the
Britifh Parliament, which by their united opera-
uon have at length brought on a civil war, have

R tflowed
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flowed from a declaratory {tatute, made fome
years ago; or at leaft are built upen it, as their
true foundation. In which ftature, there is this
remarkable claufe, viz. ¢ That all his Majefty’s
¢« Colonies and Plantations :n America have been,
¢ are and of right ought to be, fubordinare to
¢ and dependent upon the Imperial Crown and
¢¢ Parliament of Great-Britain; who have full
¢ power and authority to make Jaws and ftatutes
¢ of fufficient validity to bind the Colonies and
“ people of America, fubjects of the Crown of
Great-Britain, in all cafes whatfoever.”
Now this 1s a bafis, not only broad enough to
fupport all the late acts complained of and re-
monftrated againft by the Colonies, but is a fufh-
cient foundation for a fyitem of tyranny, both
civil and ecclefiaftic. Since the time may- come,
when the whole of Great-Britain, inay bear no
greater proportion to the Britifh Colonies, either
with regard to circunit or number of inhabitants,
than one of our counties now do te a proviuce;
and vet this vaft extent of country fhall have no
other fecurity againft t¥ranny and oppreflion, but
the complexion of the Briuifh Parliament, the evils
incident to which we can neither prevent nor re-
medy. As we have no hand in chufing any of the
fembers of Purliument, fo we mutt according to
aid ftatute, be, not merely the fubjects of the
mpersal Crown of Great-Britain, but the flaves
t the Parliament of Great-Biitain,  As they may
rain away our property by heavy taxes, to be ab-
orbed in difcharging the almoft innnenfe nation-
I debt, or confumed in court luxury; fo they
ay fend penfioners and placemen to devour the
uits of our induftry anong vurfelves.
Now, in defence of this a, it is alledged, that,
cordmg vo a theorem in poiitics, there muit, in
ery civil ftate, be a {upreme power lodged fome-
where,

€<
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whers, that it effentially belongs to thofe, who
havz this fupreme power, to give laws, in all
caies, -to the whole body politic.—That in the em-
pire of Great-Britain, this power is lodged in the
Parliament, and that it muit be fo in oider that
thefe Colonies may be a part ot the Britith empire.
To which it may be replied, that it is vain to
urge any kind of hypothetical maxims againft
plain matter of fact. Tacitus, who was in his
day no mean politician, allowed that a mixture of
the three fimple kinds of civil government, had
indeed a {pecious appearance in theory; but was
nor reducible o practice, or ar leaft alledged that
no fuch government could be lafting.— But in con-
tradiction of this fuppofition, it is now a well
known fa&, that the Britith contlitution, which
1s fuch a mixture, has exifted for hundreds eof
years. It 1s as well known, that the Colonies and
Great-Britain have exifted as one ftate, for above
100 years, with mutual concord and profperity,
and with the great augmentation of the wealth
and glory of the Britifh nation, without the ex-
ercife of fuch unlimited power in the Britith Par-
Lament.  And it is too likely, that if the Minifiry
of Greuat-Eritain perfift in not only claiming but
attempting to exercile fuch a power, this will be
the very thing that will effect her ruin. Now it
fuch an unlimited power has lain dormant for
above a century, and yet every thing as comfort
able in the whole bodv politic as could be withed,
what avails it to alledge a metaphyfical axion
againit evident fact. The reducing this politic
principle to pradtice, in our nation, if ¢ffected, i
]llfel_}' 10 be a growing rod of iron to the Colonie
whereas it might, for any thing that appearedr
Ipecting thefe Colonies, have been confumed b
ruft, without any detriment to the nation. How
evéraf Bricith politicians, have found fuch a go
’ dian
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dian knot in politics, as admits of no alternative,
but fubjecting the Colonies, in all refpects, 1o the
mercy of a Parliament, about which they have no
more agency, than they have about the Court of
Spain, it is evidently of their own tieing; and it
is the intereft and duty of thefe Colonies, rather
than be thus entangled, Alexander-like, to cut it
with the fivord. The prefent war is therefore on
our fide manifeitly in defence of property and li-
berty, and I may add of life too. It is alfo noto-
rions, that neither before nor fince the attempts
upon our liberty, have we thrown off allegiance
v King George the Third, ner attempted to fet
vp any form of government, as an independent
ftate; but on the contrary, in an humble manner,
been reprefenting gricvances, petitioning and re-
monftrating. Befides the penalties annexed to the
injurious laws, armies have been feunt to enforce
obedience, who have already proceeded to fhed
the blood of our brethren. The alternative, in
thort, now 1is either to wear the chain or the
fword.

2. As different condué comes to be duty at dif-
ferent times; fo it is now the duty of all, who
are able, to be in readinefs for going out to battle,
and therefore to be n:1king every neceflary prepa-
ration for that purpofe. It is now-as pioper to be
diligent in learning the bufinefs of war, as at or-
dinary times to learn the common bufinefles of
life. And for perfons to fay, they are fo hurried
with ordinary affairs, that they have no time to
fpare that way, is as if a man fhould fay, though
his houfe was on fire, lie had no time to put it out.
All capable of going to battle thould endeavour to
be furnifhed with the weapouns of war. If the ex-
igepcy of the cafe required it, we fhould now,
bedit our plow-fhares into fwords, and our pruning-

hooks into fpears.” This is by no means repug-** .
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~contempt among inen, forward you muft ge,
:+ “foever the drum fhall beat, and the trumpet
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nant to, nay it is neceflnily cor.lta‘ined in, traft-
ing ir. the Lord and expecting his favourable pre-
fence- To traft in means alone, and neglect feek-
ing ro Gnd, is pride and atheifm ; to pretend to
truft i Go:l, and at the fume tme to neglec¢t the
ufe ot preper wzans, is foolith prefumption and
wild enthufiafin. Nos are any to look upon themn-
felves above the bufinefs neceflary te prepare them
for war; the moft reputable citizens, und thofe
whio have endeavoured to mamtain 1 o radter
for piety, ourht now to endearour to liftinguith
themfelves as brave foldiers. How lhumeful, ¥f
the licentious aud protane, thould manifiit nore
forwardnefs and alacrity this wav, than thofe who
formerly weve of apparent pious deportmenr?
Does it not give occafion to the wicked, for fay-
ing, either thefe regular profeflors, have not that
religion they pretend to; or with it all they are
but dattardly cowards? Shall (iays Nenemiah)
fuch a man as | flee ? }

3. Permit me to addrefs thofe who defizn to go
cut to batile in detence of themitives and country,
whenfoever there may be a call tor that purpofe;
and o this end lave aflociated themfelves and
taken up arms. You fee the bulinefs is not only
Iawful, but necetliury, I may add honourable.—
Even it you die in the confli¢t, it willbe in a
good caufe. Since therefore, befides the obliga-
tion which lay upon yeu in common with others,
to ftand forth in the face of danger and death, in
a good eaufe, you have added your own confent

-and engagement ; to draw back, if you were even
-before the cannon’s mouth, would fix both awful
‘guilt and indelible difgtace upon you. . Would
‘brand you with perperual infamy. If then yon,

would efcape deep guilt before Geod, and la Bg .

v
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{or battle. You have, in a word, no alternative,
but either to venture your lives bravely, or at-
tempt to fave them ignominioufly; to run the ha-
ard ot dying like heroces, or be certain of living
ike cowards. And here, let me exhort foldiers
to preferve the ftricieft regard to the authority of
their officers, in all their gradations. The niore
you duly honour aud obey them, the more ho-
nourable will you thereby be, yourfelves; and
the more fit for, and worthy of, preferment.—
None more fit to be advanced to command others,
than thofe who have been eminent for their du:i-
ful obedience. A family cannot exift without go-
vernment and difcipline, much lefs an army. And
furely jf s houfe divided againft iuelf cannot
ftand, a rebellious and mutinous {oldiery .muft go
to deftrution. Thi: way they will do the work
of the enemy, themfelves. It will avail nothing
to fay your officers were tormerly your equals,
they are now by your own confent your fuperiors.
As little to the purpofe, will it be to fay, you will
not pbey thefe, for though they were appointed
by a majority, yet you voted againft them, and
for others. Were they not chofen agreeable to
the mode agre,c(l upon, and to which you confent-
ed, or.at leaft, thould have confented, as being
generally approved, by your countrymen?! Your
refufing fubmiffion, on this fuppofition, proceeds
from a principle, which might lead to as great
gvils, or worfe, than thofe which might give oc-
afiq to the diftinction of fuldiers and officers at
this day; for if it does not lead to tyranny, it will
‘ogrtain y.end in anarchy. You might as well fay,
ou would not fubmit to the Sheriff of the counry,
{éganfe at the general cjection you voted againft
.. PBermit me alfo, in a few words, to exhort
of all rankfcAs your country have ady
d you te ditigdithed places, endcavour to
o . ° diftinguifh « -
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diftingnith yaurfelves by a conduét in all refpedty
becoming your ftations. Let them not have reae
fon to fay, that they were miftaken in their choice.
Exercife the authority committed to you with
mildnefs and equity; but at ‘the fame time with
inflexible ftri¢tnefs. A due mixture of thefe, pro-
duces the perfeciion of any kind of government.
And, as a matter of the urmoft moment, let me
exhiort and befeech all, both officers and foldiers,
to conduct in fuch a manner as will afford encou.
ragement to expect the favourite prefence of God
with us, when we go out to bartle.—]f we make the
Almighty God our enemy, can we expect to ftand
before our enemies ! Oh ! haw monft:ous to hear
foldiers when about to fac. jeath, profaning the
rame of God.—This is, pe. €+p3 a more than ine
ternal bravery ; for the deviis believe there 1sa
Ged and tremble.—-Shocking intrepidiry—to fet
taeir mouths againft the heavens, and challenge
Omnipotenceitfelf.—And how fordid and fhameful’
for a foldiery to indulge themfelves in drunken.s’
nefs, end debauchery 7 Are thefe like to be cham-
pions in bartle, who are enervated, emaciated and
inflaved by their Jufts ? When Hannibal, the great
Carthagenian General, had !ed an army over the
Alps, penetrated l:aly itfelf, and after fundry fug-
cefsful bartles had given the Romans fuch a fevere'
ftroke at Cannz, that there appeared fcarce any
thing to-obftruét his making himfelf mafter of
their metropolis, Rome ; yet he delayed at Capys ¥
and indulged hinfelf and foldiers in luxury agi
drunkennefs, after which, it is‘faid, his arnty bee.
came enervated and difbbedient, dnd he neveps
tay was ffccefsful in Italy, nor indeed any” wiére.

.elfe.  TFhis gave occafion to the proverbial faying;-

Jiint Capua was to the Carthagenians, what Cans«
A Jath:been to the Romans; and to that iha,mi
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gﬂ' diftich, which'in a play is aferibed ¢ him, viz

At Capua I in pleafures lay,
And for a woman gave the world away.

" When Belfhazzar and bis nobles, with others in
Babylon weic fealling and dvinkiug, the city was
furprized, taken, and the King i,

Count it not only your fufety but your honow
to fear God. It is a riioval manly fear to ge-
verence Jehovah, and be atiaid of grilt.—Manly,
did I fay 7 Irisangelie, in proportion as the Angels
rife in dignity, they defcend in bumble reverence

- of God. Can you ventuie to go to the ficll of
battle, in fuch a manner, as will not only ¢n lan.
er yonur bodies, Lut your fupls? Will iy lcfa
'gardy, as by their spcntwickednets, to tell their
fellow foldiers and others, that they neither fear
God ‘nor m:1n, death nor damnation ! Wall wi, ie
&cham, In the camp, and thereby damn their owi,
uls, and Jeftroy their country, by provokiug
God to deliver us into the hands of our eremics?

But however I thus warn and charge you in se-

ect of fearing God, and being afraid of goile,

et in refpect of your enemies, 1 wourll fay, in
the wurds of our tex:, b¢ net afraid o' ¢t/ .m. We
fight not for conqueft or fame, with u detign of
cruelly and prodigally fhedding huoman blood ;
mercly in defence of thofe rights, whish be-

ong to us as men and Britons. Go tur-h then,
fnd while qur invaders boaft of their armour, ar-
ﬁlkl’y, difcipline and naval force ) let us be en-

-

oursged froty the joftnels of our caufe, and hum.
gl, éonﬁdew e LtJ)rd of hofts; faying ¢ tlie fword
ol{the Lo% of Liberty.” Declare upon the one
Band, thar if you may enjoy unmolcited, thofe
tights, which are derived from God along; youn
Are peady to lay down the arms which you have
Jadd.confirained, s the latt refort, to take upj
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on the other hand, with drawn fword, affert, that
ra:her than furrender that facred depofitum of li-
berty, which we received from our anceftors, and
are bound to tranfinit to our pofterity, vou will
fign the remonflrance with your own blood. I
fhall only add the words of a great General: B;
of good courage, and let us pliy the men, for our people
and the cities of our God; and the Lord ao that woich
Sfeemeth bim goed. !

4. You, who are either unfit for bearing arms,
or on any other account, may be reafonably ex-
empted from going out to battle; yet much (as
vou have heard) may depend upon you, with re-
fpect to the fuccefs of thofe who appear in the
field. And O! low hopeful, if you are engaged
in fighting againft your own and others fins which
are the canfe why God fends upon us the calamity
of war, On the other h:nd, how difcouraging,
if many of you, while others’ are abroad, endea-
vouring to cut the bands of flavery, and open a
way to liberty with the fword, fhould, at home,
be ferving your lufts aud ratifying a league with
hell? Wiile otliers are cppofing the wrath' of our
enemies ; will any of you venture on fuch conducét
as will draw down the wrath of God? You may,
(as has been faid) be Achans at home and troublers
of your country, as well as in the camp. And
promife not yourfelves fecurity in fin, becaufe you
do not expect to face dearh in battle.  1If God be
your enemy, he’ll find you out and puiith you,
though you were Lid in tie bottom of the fea.
You may fall into hell, by the hand of a fin-
,avenfging God, at home, while your brethien niay
ftand in battle and rewturn victorians.” But O!
bow hopeful if thé aged and females, who me
npt called to march forth with fivord and mufket,
fiould,*while others are marching or fighting, be
such in prayiug. "Thjs way they may ferve and
R Lo “ " helpr f
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help to fave their country, in their lioufes and
clofets, as truly as if thicy were able to appear 1Ii
the field of bautle. Jacob fingly, conquered an
curaged enemy, with 400 at his back, not by fight-
ing with them, but wreftling with God.

Laitly, let me conclude with an addrefa, which
eqnally concerrs you all, whether you are to yo
to the field or abide by the ftuff. We are at this
day treated as guilty of rebellion againft man,
blcﬁ'ed be God this is a falfe charge : Baut let none
of us venture to live under the juft imputation of
a rebellion, far mrore atrocious in its nature and
dreadful in its confequences. I mean an obfti.
nate rebellion againft God, by violating his laws
and defpifing his Gofpel. O finners, permit me to
ufe, with a little variation, language which, ac-
cording to its common acceptation, is juftly hate-
ful, but in this cafe proper and emphatical : Let
me in refpect of God charge you to non-refiftance,
and the moft unlimited and chearful obedience.—
Lay afide your armour, confefs your crimes, and
fubmit yourfelves wholly to the mercy of the of-
fended King of Heaven and earth. Infift upon no
ters of capitulation, but thofe of his own pre-
feribing, which are indeed worthy of a God to
propofe ; falutary and honourable for you to acy
cept. Plead guilty, accept of the righieoufnefs o
Chrift, and this merciful King will pais a fentence
‘of oblivion upon vour iniquities, and of indem-
nity on yanr perfons. Come inhift under Chrift,
and you fhall be more than conquerors over your
enemies, whether terreftrial or infeinal. Do you
atk what bounty he gives? It is benearh his d:g-
nity to encourage you with worldly wealih ayd
honour; thefe he throws out {0 flaves, even to the
devil’s foldiers. What thiuk you of patdgn, of
fin; of having the honour to be conformed to hims

feif by fu&’ermgx in this wotld, and- afreywardg
i throngh -

-



AR - NP SRV o L
sao%ﬂ' “,b-/'ﬁ,,‘. ‘E é_o -t !:""f‘b ‘.9 ’4{‘
wafongh efernity n ,_%nmgwnh’hmm ry? @ye' ;

.—Rﬁ.ﬂ‘gpme tp b8 fhferted in his mnfter-road)$ o)

., YRY JaFeé "heen 'f)ap 65, gousare, a}rcad undzra

wy.qath to'be fafradal to him3; be {0°to the*” o

dga h, and chou ihalt be an: ijuftrious \utuj' bpo -
}uood of the Lamb, “and fhalt yegéive an eter- ..

,nal crgwnagk life.- Recome; this day, a,s\wl-umary

' foldier.gf,Cliit. “and this will, above @ny thing,

. ﬁt theé :ﬂp&ﬁef ding rhy cauntry céurageoutly’;, .

fgg if ;pg;ﬁg q:u,n&ﬁ thouq loféit thy country, nay . ..
life, lu;}.iv give theﬁua begwer country and .

l ,qveﬁ’{he hgagenfy.> Am:u. >

.p’ * 4t | [ R . ; Ny — 3 ?;m "
e m;;,,, *”?’“X’




