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OFT HE 

IN WHICH 

,It is incoI!teftibly proved .that the Britifh ConH:i· 
tmion has been flagritntly violated in the late 
Stamp Acr, and rendered iodifputably evi­
dent, that the l'vlother Country cannot lay 
any arbitrary Tax upon the Americans, with­
out deftroying the eifence of her own liberties . 
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,E aifrehfibfis Clt"ptefent~ u~h'if' pi1! 

.' . J'Great '13dtain!:atiM ~UeoWbleS;D ' . -'. " , , . r - > ,-- ,- ,." '.' 

a-c'cotitit:of tl1e~tMil'p~f\Ct,., ~Nf~~6~ , .' '". 
the fubjeCl:s of :c(jfiver.fatl()~J: and" 
fide'S, of a:n~ature' J?,'€!~tre~l1'!~Y·. ' . 0 

to render almofi: evert thlll'g'; ) , " .. "'. . ,. 
faid on, the affair,' 'a:ti'~eall'" , if 

• 

not aCtually, import~ilt; '-for.:~hitb '~,~ 
'fuaJl'nfake 'butlittle.',apb~6gy' for;~refu~~.Irg 
-to troll,bIe-the public:w~th 011 feQtiment~ 011 
.this -occafioq.; efpecia1ly as:J can ney~~bcfTO 
"dull':is' to' Wftnt a t~leta:ble number':of !bro:.. ' , , 

, 

, ~, t-·· - .. 

ther politicians t~~; k~ept me: iff cou~teil;~nce. 
\ The main ,argU1l;1~:nfwhich the!eneilii~s 
'of the ',Co'lonie:s 'm:tke t;lfe of to: juftif.y'th:e 
act of' par-liainent in· d'ifpute, is that ,the 

.. B Britiili 

• 
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Briti1h Iegi11:ature bas anundoub'ted:right 
of eftabliiliing whatever ordinances it may 
think- ~propei'for:- fhe?:::regulatiori of aIr the' 
Britiili dominions; and that it is an abfo­
lute rebellion againft the authority of the 
Mother Country, for any part of thofe do­
minions to refufe an implicit obedience to 
fuch ordinances.---To this the Americans 
reply, that as they are utterly unreprefent-

. ed in the p:trliament of the l\1other Coun­
try, a doctrine of this kind mull: inevitably 
rob the~ of the moll: va~uable r)gh.ts which 
they ought to pofTefs, as Engliibmen, a'nd 
reduce them in an inll:ant, from a nation of 
Free-born Subjeets, to a fet of the moll:­
miferable fIaves.---Such'is the flate of the • • 

prefent qtieftion.-~ To difcufs :it with can­
dour, 'lherefore, iliall be the attempt of the 
following pages, i.n which the author flat­
ters hiinfelf with· a hope of m~nifefting a 
laudable intention, however he may expofe 
himfelf to eenfure, for his vanity 011 medd­
ling with a debate which requires fo conh­
derable a {hare of abilities. . . 

That the Mother Country has a power 
ofimpofing what b:q.~dens the thinks proper, 
on a.ny part of her dominions, is a pofit~on 
10 evident, that it .cantlot pollibly admit of 
,a debate.---\Vhile the poifdfes a force ca .. 
pable of exacting an obedience to her Iaws~ 
!he muft naturally 'poflefs a power of enafr­
iog whatever may be moft agreeable to her 

incli-
, 
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• 

j-riclination~-·':Butit does :not folfow, ,be-
caufe fhe is'~nveO:ed with: a p()w~r; :,that ~~; 
is invefted with' a right bf 'exe,rCifing erery 
arbitratyimp\llfe of. 'her' .whimfey~_: or 'eli";': 
price: nothing can give a right which is: 
repugnant to the principles' of equity 'and': 
reafon; and ther~fore, if this power; -'Ylhich:, 
the Mother Country [0 frequently boa~s of, 
is ever exerted· in oppofition to thc:fenti..;;­
ments of juftice, {he devia~es from a tender 
parent, into a tyrannical miftrefs, an~' be­
comes the moO: formidable enemy, where 
fhe ought to have continued the moft' !in­
:flexi ble friend. . . ,'. . .' 
" By the fundamentaI-laws of the .Briti$. 
conftitution, it' is abfolute.1y: declared, that 
no Englilhmanis to be 'tax,ed without~is 
own con[ent.----Now,: if we aUowi,the 
people ~f America, the'frights ot' E~g~i£?7' 
men, It mutt naturally follow that· tn~ 
Stamp' ACt, is, to the Ian degreeJJne.q~i~ .. : 
able, and that even theconftitution of: the­
Mother Country itfelf, '~;as~.flagraptly.:Vi'o­
lated, to lay an ar~jtrqry "burden . u~pii. th~: 
unfortunate Colomes;--:-I know very: 're~l.­
I !hall be told, that though thiAmeridin$' 
were. not' immediately repPer~nh~d "i~'~: :tfl'e l 

Englifh Parliament, they.:.wer~,· nev~rfb:e~, 
lefs, . reprefented' viriuctl/y, ' and." ih~(efore; 
can have no aaual foundation Jor:: C9#1-~ 
plaint..' - ,,' " ~ ... 

, B 1. .' -. ';;",,; The , , 
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_ The gentlemen, .. ·however. __ ~~phav~ 
kindlv informed us.that the Americans wen~ 

tI ..'~' •• ,.' . 

thus virtually ·reprefented, thoug~ .. they. 
dwell very ftrongly upon that. argument~ 
lo1ave not as yet, been fa obliging as. to 
fhew by what method this virtual reprefen­
tation can poffiblyexift. In fact, ~hey have 
only made ufe of a word without annex­
i!lg any definitive idea to it j and becau[e 
they themfelves are fatisfied with the force 
of fo fenfible a plea, they imagined that it 
mufi necdTarily carry conviction ~o the mind 
of every body elf~. --- Unhappily for the 
canfe of {uch extraordinary ca(uifts, there 
are people in the world who req\lire {ome­
u\ing more than mere affertion, when they 
difcourJe upon matters of-importance; there 
are .numbers who will not accept. of any. 
man's mere iffl dixit, where a faB: ought 
to be clearly proved; and I truft~ thef€ 
numbers are [0 great as to compafe·. a very 
cemfiderable major~ty of the whole king­
dom.--..,But, notwithftanding, I entertain 
this opinion of the fenfe and cannour of 
the public, frill, as I believe there are many 
~'h? . ha've implicItly credited this extraor~ 
dinfry principle. of virtual repre(entation" i~ 
l!\ay be necdTary to: difcufs this· point ~ 
litt~·~~ to try how far it can be admi~ted with: 

• 
prop.rIety. . .. . .. : . 

The oply ihadow of a ground to [upport 
this. pretty pofiti~n;~ is, that the Britiih 

Par~ 
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Parliament, js. the:'Pirt1J.al- reprefentative). 
~ll, ~he, Bdt~al e~pire.-~-~f: t~is be. ~ep~ .... 
JI0W, it' nlufi: always. have ~~en the ,ca,f.~ 
a~d the .. Mo.th~r. :Country 4,ad· as .goO.f~·~ 
righ~ to claim. itJronl.the ~fi~!t,.hour i~ H?:('1-1 
(eife~a.fingle. foot of~ultra.nl~~I~e terntoqr,[ 
~s t~. d~te h~r pretenhons entlf~l~ frRm tP~, 
never-t~~be forgotten period of Mr. p~e~-~ 
vjl1~'s . adminifi:ratiQn.:-~- B~t. ~hy. i,ll j tb,e) 
name of .Common Senfe, If, th~ .. MO.the!';., 

.. . . I . ~ .,' ,.·~.t~ .. 

Coun~ry juqged herfelf ~the.'Vi!~uarr~pY~1'~ 
feot('!.uve of all her varIOUS depend:en~~e'~f'" 

~ ht~le, earlier r.. ,yyhy did the gran. t' ,a'cp.~~7) 
vincI~lleg!.llat~.re.to ber Col~ni~s,.~nd .f~P~r 
the time of their firft e~iftence, invefl: ,~~~~) 
legifl;ltl1re weith:. ·t~e,. [ole p~w~ .of ,i~t~rqal 
~a~ation ~4·-If {he meant· to grant ~.bem'~J 
l~giflative power, and ye~ ,int~nge~:to reDd~fl 
this Iegi11a~ive power of no ~onfeqttenc~ '~i~'£ 
t)Je Mothe~ Country her[e~f;. wh~ ha$ b,~ellrt 
the occafion of. all the dHl:urbapGes. whi~h-r 

.... . .. ' ~ t--,'<.-. . .,; ·'.i~t!t 

have lately h~ppened~ and ~ti~{~h~/Po9ftArne.~.I' 
f1cans, in fact, 'who. have the. on'y ,ca..u~,~<?fr) 
e~c1~mation, notwithfi:an~i!1g the·ri4IJ?~~r~) 
l~fs, invectives. which h~ve.: ,be\!~. fo .Ilqr~:b 
mi~ti~gly pp;uredQPon . them: qy t~e ig99~.!' 
fapt~ Qr'th~ int~r~ft~d w!:i~ers Qftllis:l~i~g~:1 

• 

dom... . . . '. . . -. .. '.' -";: .. ;.~'-'1 , 

For the hon~ur .. of th,e ¥~~J~eF:~oiJJi~~y~~ 
h~weve~, I cannot fuppofethaL~e OIW~IJ 
~~an~ .to play. f<? ri~ic,u19~sa.far~e, ~~}~n 

• • 

• • • • .. glVQ 

• 
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give her Colonies the lhadow of a Iegi1!ative 
power, without intending tbat they iliould 
poff'efs the fubfiance too. A [uppofition 
of that kind, would be an equal impeach­
ment both of her juftice and her humanity; 
it would be an argument that the abfolutely 
defigned to lead the Colonies into an error, 
for the cruel fatisfacrion of condemning, 
the mpment they unhappily fell into any 
mifiake.---It would, in {hort, be an infe­
J"ence, that, for the mere fake of diftreffing 
thew, fue was wining to involve herfelf in 
the greateft difficulties. and fo ihe cf)uId fa­
crifice their happinefs, {he was refolved to 
manifeft no confideration whatever for her 

- . . . 
own .. • • 

• 

• • 

But .fo far was this from being the cafe, 
~a~ we need only recur to tbe mode of 
government invariably preferved in the Co .. 
lonies, from the time of their firft eftabIilh-

• 

m,eI1t, to the time of pailing the Stamp 
Bill in~o a la\y. During that whole pe~ 
tiod, the Mother Country, fa far from 
dreaming about the <virtual reprefentation' 
of her Colonies in the BritHh Parliament~ 
continuaIiy applied to the aifemblies of the 
various provinces, whenever ihe wanted 
their affifiance; and, agreeable to the le­
gifiative ppal;:ity wi~b whIch {he herfelf 
had invefred thefe aifemblies, {he.permitted. 
them, in the mof! public and unlimitted 
lllaqner1 to debate upon the. pr.opriety· of 
.. . her 
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her reqt,Iel1:. If £he thought th~gC9tldutl· 
necdfary for fo very lqng a, fpace, whepce: , 
,comes it that ihe . now thinks herfelf enti:'" . '. .' ...... 
tled to a difcretionary right of load·iOg them: 
with whatever burdens ihe thinks prop¢rl. 
The C,olonies have full as .j~11 a'c1a~mi tc) 

the '!o,nftitutional rights of Englifumen now~ 
as they couJd polHbly £hew at their original 
efiablia1ment; and the Mother Country.is 
;u; much bound by the princip]~s of eqLiity , 
at ,the prefeQt moment,.a~ when QIe firll: fo~ 
licited ~dventurers ~o people thofeColoni.~, 
and granted particular'privileges to allwh~ 
had courage enough to make an emigratioll 
from th~ir native country. Certainly ev,eiy 
minifter, before Mr. Gre~villeJ muR: have . . . , 

been inconceivably ignoran,t ,oLthe Moth.'t:r 
Country's rights, to allow,theAmeri~~s 
a provinci~l legiflation fo:. [u~p. .. a, n!ll!1be~ 
.of years, If they were 'VIrtually n~pr.~(~nt,e4 
in the Britilli Parliament: or Mr. Grenville 
muft inevitably po{fe[s a, g'r~4~er;:fu~.~~',~f 
genius than any of his prede~effqrs, : :t'1 
.rn~ke fo import~nt and unexpe¢t~~, a. d!fc,?:-

. very!-~":' Yet, before Mr. Orenyi1l~'s J!~,e, 
the~e have been bQth very d.~ring, ,and: v..e~'J 
wire ftatefmen at t,he lJelm of goverllp1~~~. 
There has been a W ALPOLE, wi~h a ,bound-

_ •• • A ., t . __ • _. __ '. , • " 

lefs ambitio,n ; .. and there' has been a) PITT, 
" _ ••• ~., ... '" .I •. LR .... ., •• ~ 

. with an al1:e~i~ing ability i,,' yet., ,the: Jfi~a: 
never prefumed to fay, that a·. member: rer 
tl:lrned for the county of Middlefex, ,W~$ 

. the 
• 
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die legal repr<!fentative of a man refidirii 
in New Y ork.---Nor did it ever once enter' 
into the imagination of· the Iaft, evenil'l 
the moft preffingeXigeocies of the late wari 
tbat the people of Great-Britain could lay 
a taxation on the Americans, whenevet - . t.hey were difioclined to bear a~y {bare • of 
the national burdens themfelves. Let us 
only confider to what a frate the whole 
continent of America muft be reduced-; 
where fuch a doctrine is -admitted 'to beei .. 

, -
ther reafonable or juil:. If tpc 1\1other 
Ccuntryhas a right, in any one infia~ce. 
to impofe an arbitrary law, ilie has a right 
to be defpotic in every i~aance; and \vith 
the fame propriety that, {he inequitably, 
forces theC-o)onies to bear the minutefl: 

-
part of ber '~tirdens, {he may oblige them 
to groan -under the weight of the whole~ 
H, therefore, the violation which lhe has 

, 

committed on the principles of ..the Britiili 
't:onftitutions -in the impofition of the Stamp 
~a; be filentlyfubmitted to, {he may., 
tb~morrow or next day; lay another- duty 
on the miferable Americans, and go on in 
'the fame road to exonerate herfelf, 'till fbe 

. ' 

has reduced them to the lowefi: Hate -of ,. . .. 
wretchednefs, and driven them to feek an 

, -
-habitation with the more merciful, favages 
:of the -interior wilds~ whom a cafnal {park 
1>f nature bas "frequently opened- info- 'hri­
'manity, and taught, an -involuntary fyrnp'a­
.. , thy 

-

, 
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thy forthe cries. of diftrefs.:"·~It; is. on . tliis:: 
account; that the Colonies think themfelves. . 

, ' 

obliged to~ fiand up j~deferice of their~con-' 
fiitutional rights as Britons, and in. fupport; 
of their natural priviI~ges as, m~n. The 
prefent law, fevere as it, may be,ir1-its for-' 
matioo, is frill' infinitely more dangerous, 
when fet up as ~ precedent~. than when we 
confider it merely as a t\l.X ~ and, injurious , 
as it may be in.:itfelf to the' people of. Ame-' ' 
fica, ,the manner of enaCting it~, is -·what· 
principally· 'fills them with 'apprehenfion:' 
the generality of mankind, highly as ihcy: " 
parade, about juftice a:nd benevolence, are 
neverthelefs entirely guided by the diCtates 
of intereft, and there are but few of us, if 
a burden is to be borne, but w~at would 
rather throw it wholly upon the (hoqlders 
of our neighbours, than generoully o.ff~r tq 
ta.ke any part of it upon our ,own~-·-Th~. 
lame principle operates .as forcibly in ' th~ , 
conduct of communities and kingdoms. •. as. 
it works in the humbler occurrences .()[ , 

• 

private men.· ...... lt isreafonable enough~ 
therefore, to fllppofe, if the Mother Co~n": , ,:; 
try is once allowed a right Qf taxing ,.tb~ " 
Americans, without their confent, th~t ,tbe ' 
firft aCt of oppreffion, w.ill by no ·means be -
the, Jaft: when the has found the advan­
tages of one'.injufiice, ,llie will- be e.a'fiIy 
tempted\to a fecond; and, in the long run" 
the Llnfonunate Colonies, however they may. 

'C valLle ,- , 

, . 

, 

• 
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vaflie tnerrildves upon their' public free..: 
dorn, or r~joice irt their perfonal prop'erty. 
will be found w~thout any freedom or pro­
pertyat aH.---A man, indeed. may rife ill 
the morning, and fnppofe himfelf worth, 
twenty thOtt(and pounds, hut in the after­
noon, it is probable art exprefs will arrive,. 
informing him, that about a month before;, 
an aCt of parliament Was paa-ed in England, 
which fequeRered one half,. ori, perhaps7 
the whole of his fortune.---In fuch 'iifitli'­
ation, what is he to do ?---Perhaps, an hour 
Before the receipt of this ~elancholy in­
t-elligence, he was fixing :1 provifion for 
the happinefs of his chitdren---devifing a 
plan for the advancement of his refations--­
orconfideting in what manner' he could be 
ierviceable to his friends.. In :illngle mo­
ment, alhhe flattering hopes which bloffoo'l' d 
fo engagingly on his imagination, are entirely 
blafted; and, fo far from being able to ad­
miniO:er to the ne~effities of others, he' 
wants tbe fender' hand of benevolence to­
mitigate his own., But where is he to feek 
for rdief, when the moil: wealthy are funk 
I1eneath the griping hand of penuty; ana 
tbe molt munificent are pining in alI the 
bittetflefs of want !-.. -A piCture of this na­
ture, barrows up the bofom of fenfibility, and·' 
the eye of tOlIlpaffion is incapable oLview­
iBg it for teats. Yet who will fay, that I' 
ha ye eEeeded the bounds of probability in 

, the' 
-

, 
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t11e colouring'? The fame,arbitral'Y mil?ifiCt;, 
as I have repeatedly inftfred, wh6:IeizeS.tHe , 
minuteft .p~rt of :my;prqperty ,'~ wit~()ub~Y' .' , 
eon(ent, will JcarcelYLhefitate, \ ~ben,hi$ ra:- . ' 
.paci ty. is tempted. with ,a connderable:\bait • .; . _ 
~nd if .I ,lie. at .the: IllereYiof:a :man,. ~ho 
:has robbed me i)Lai ;flngle dhilling,· .I~,ha:v.e 
but toa much occanollttc);;trembre;;for;'!the .,.... .. . 
f: ~ f 11 

., . . a ety o' 'my .a '~.. . ! ", " . ,"! "\ ," • 
• • .... . '~. ~. • .; - ! • '-- ; , 1"' -, , ... ,,, ),\ .. 

, ~But; ~Q ,giv,e the. adv.0Cat~~ .f()f. vintuath'e;' 
prefentationthe' fulleft,(co.pe~of th~ir;arg~'­
me~ts;.'';'T'Lettis,eveh JQPpmfethe. cate.1;tb1be 
as they fiatej',it thhinfelves" >and .. ~b~tHtlre 
·A m.e ricans i! a,fe 1 virtually; reprce{en te~'l, jni:th~ 
£r~ti!h~:¥ar.l~a~(tnt ;i::;:y~.t~\) lJ~~idi~o.qjng 
.thIS 'lltr/ual.,repFefentatIOll, - ,Ifo ;they;,;htuI.; a. 
petition to lay,b.efor1!.·thataug.uft~el1l~ly 
to-morrow, to :whkh: of t.'he imenib'titsnlu{t 

, they apply to get it :carr~ed~iBto;;the:;hout~;? ' 
---Was 1a deputatioD,ito. ~tvait>everi.~pon·Mt~ 
Gren.vi1le,himfelf. ~and, tOi. faMt 1 ~(Si,rj ),we 
~, are.a· .committee ,of NNe.w-~!{oik:lM~t~ 
" chants, who .are,defireEbbythe :t'et}:.oh),i:ir 
E' Brother. ~Freemel1; ,in:~that.: prGvince~:;~~';te~ 
!~ quoft. that you:will:lay this,:petition1 be'f~r.e 

h h r.' WP Id' ., " t e\ oUle.' c ' ; . au, ilt::notr·p,'e,.;at )eafr~ 
ten to ,qne~:but wha.t.~hi1t gcndemaR{W-0Qi,d 
turn ',about,;. w,ith amequallbare:of~h~~i" n~\ol 
tioD and furpriz~" an~.t~Jl th~ny that he' W:~s 
never at N ew.;Y~rk! 10)a11- 1116 days} i~nd '~as 
r~prefentative,'~tthat time; fbr no'~laee:'but 
the'borOugh of Buckingham.? ;Ye.tLfure1y"Jif 
i.) ., ~ Z .. lh~ 

• 
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. the Americans were virtually reprefented, 
he himfelf muft be one of their virtual re­
prefentatives, and muft be h~hly dqicient . 
in his duty, if he refufed an irr.mediate 
compliance with fa reafonable a follicita­
tion.---But fee how principles fluCtuate with 
times.~--Notwitbftanding tbe Colonies have 
this winter {ound a great number of vir~ 
tual reprefentatives, yet when the Stamp 
.Bill was in· agitation, . not a· tingle foul 
would prefent a petition. from the poor 
Americans; though feveral of. the pro .. 
vinces, in th~ humbleft term~, begged 
leave· to fet forth both the iniquity and the 
impraaicahility of ever carrying fuch a law 
into execution.-~-So far from being attend­
ed to by the minifter,tbeir agents: were di[,.. 
miffed with all the little-minded infolence 
of office, and. tbey underwent: the double 
mortification of feeing their remorfirances 
utterly difregarded, .and their afillal repre­
fentatives treated with the moft in{operable 
(:ontempt.-c-Indeed, the creatures of the 
minitler, to palliate fo unpardonable a con­
duct., ; endeavoured everv w here to inftnuate, 
• • 
~hat the. American petitions were drawn 
up with· a molt culpabl~ indecency, both 
of language and fentiment, and ufed every 
arti.fice to have it generally b~lieved,· that 
they were rejetfed entirely: upon that ac­
count. Bllt is it to be fuppofed that any 
f,t of men endued with a dawn of. com-; 

• 

moll. 
• 

• 
• 
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'mon underfu.nding, could' fo -far, 'forgd: 

, every principle both6f: d~ce~pY..~~ffeJif~. 
as to iMult fo augniFa body' :a's'the 'Houfe 
'of Comlriot'i's ; and this at theve:ry mb'ment 
,that they -were folliciting: a'; favbiir: at it's 
-handso~.-Mlich lefs can ifbe "fuppofid,'that 
,the principal perfons of ou'r c~lonies; .Who 
-a~re in general gentlemen of tne riloft liberal 
educations, ang not more: remarkaQle', for 

, 

, 

, 

'their good fenfe than eminent for tneiio-pq.. 
litenefs,iliould be deficient in a proper re:. 
fpea: for that- illtifttiotis affembIy.' ; For ,my 
'own part, if I may prefume eitl1er "to have 
-any- eredit with -the reader,', or to-Kn~w' any 
thing about1 decency~ I hive feeri'f~me_ of 
-thefe petitions', in, particular ,that'-ot Nevir , 
York, and win. take' upon me to fay/~t wa~ 
as fenfible, and at the farj;le time :a$refpet,;.:. 
ful a compofition, as I ever: remembei'to 
'have feen drawn up fo~ parli'aO;ient;' - -. -- :' 
. ,There is, however, '-little oc~atjoh to en~ 
ter into any defence of ~he American peti~ 
'tions, 'be-=aufeit:is- too- likely 'tha~,' had 
there been: an exceptionable (ylIable 'cori~ 
ta:ined in anyone of tAem~ the ene'lhies of 
the Colonies would have ufed:it as anar-, 

gUffi:ot in,their disfavour; a~d-~v~~y":ftr9~g 
one )t would have been -confidei'ed, I dare 
fay, :by the whdle· kirigdom,:....:.It "would 
have furnHhed an I extenfi've 'field to, expa-
tiate on theinfolence and difaffeC1:ion'of the - - , 

i\mer~c~,ns, ~nd' fripported,hi Tome degree. 
- ~h~ 

, 

• 

, 
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~he neceffity of the meafures which 'the· mi. 
nifrer was at that time taking to render 
their a1femblies a meeting of fo many 
.~phers, and themfeJves [0 many provinces 
of flaves ...... -But as this uf~ w~s· not made 
Df their petitions1 we may naturally fijp­
pore that they wereajl drawn up with a eir ... 
~umfpeCtion which preveqted the moil; dif­
.tant pollibility of finding fault. . 

Wh.e.nthis little anecdote relative to the -
ftme,ri,.can petilions i$ mentioned, with what 
.d.egree of jufrice .can it he faid,tha~ Jh~ 
tCo190ies are .:virtUP!Iy· repr~fented . irl -the 
.l3ritith ~rlia.mcnt? To have this virtUQ/ re~ 
. ~.refFntation, their petitions Lhould, . QPon 
all cccafion$, be r~ceived, and their ~p.m ... 

. . . 

plaiQtp thould be as· readily heard ?sthe 
.complaiQts .of t~eir pther fellow~(ubj~tb.-1".­
.But if there. isnohQdy t.O whom th~y;have 
'an 'imm~diate right of appli<;atwn, if the.(e 
js nobody who i$ particularly pbljg~d to,re­
preiCot .their grievances before the. gr~at 
council of ~h~i.r Mother Country; qf1(j if 
Jbey ihs:mfelves are not to b~ heard when 
there is nodody elf~ to [peak for tb~mt muft 
~t not be the ,groJ[eft cootradiaion. in tt:r:ms 
to talk of a fiJirtlJo{ repre[en tation r ,.;.'~,JfJ 
fact, this doctrine is perfe~11y of ,a .p~~~ 
fVith tbepmceedjpgs of the late minifter f ..... ~ 

E'J~e violated e\iery principle of common j.uf"'! 
~ice wben he tidt patIedthe law, ,and DPW 

he violates every principle, of ~OmmOf)- J.m~ 
. , ddbpding 

• 

-

, 

• 

•• 

• 
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dedhtnding to fupport thete6lHude: of his 
behaviour'. ' ' ,",;, ,,:i; ",,. . ;~;~' . , 

'. The advocates for, the:StampACl/whetili 
evei they are Clardt pu{hed'~ on thcff"b]M~ 
of tvittuall'~pl'efefitatiali" itin"eOi1fl:~iidi' tIJ-
a 'defpicable (ubterfuget , where t~ey' HUt 
ilrtagine there is no poffibility' offufhih,ling 
allY violent attack ...... ·ln the'firfl: pl~&j ·they: 
tell.' liS that, notwithfl:a'ndirig ,tb~'; mig-MY. 
cbtnplaints of. the Amerklifis! about'· th~ 
want' of tepreferrtatioti, they"are;;a~~riitidl 
reprefented i'n the Britilh:parIiatUfiftt \ $' 
either Birmingham, Manchefterj:: ueds,oi" 
Sheffield; , who, nevenhelefs, '-netiefmufl:-' 
mat at wanting immediate memherflibt,lt 
dutifully fubmit thettifelves '. to,the'detet;' 
minations 0fthe Btitifrl' legiflaturc;:ftotji '.' 
proper and I'efpettful confidence"in its 'wir....: 
dom and juftice.' '" '; ':,.', ".~;l:_ 

The ge~tlemen who. reafon in -this o\'!ati­
rier do not, however, refleCt,: thougl(Bir~ 
lfiingham" Manchefter, Leeds; 'and· Shef ... , 
field, have tio immediate voices,.- 'as -ct)rp'oJ.:-· 
ration'S, to retur'h .Members' (oldY for thetn~) 
(elves,' that yet they have a v6ice,in lBe' ge~ 
nera). teprefentatron 'of··.their· tefpeCtiV'¢~ 
counties; and have a right to inftrtitt, 'an'li; 
<--.:all upon theit ftveral knight's; :to-lay 'th~il":. 
grivances befote the parliament'i ,this'is jf@> 
evident-a circum£hince,' thattnert is' 0'0 'neil'> 
ceHity of enforcing it: and I belie~e;' tl'raf 
was anyone of the knights who reptefelt~ 

" thde 



• 

thefe places to refufe a compliance with the 
duties of his office, they would of them­
(elves be confiderable e~ough to prevent his 
ever being re-elected on a future vacancy .. 
But let the vir/tIIll reprefentatives of Ame­
rica refufe never fo often to lay the peti~ion5 
of the Colonies before the auguft council of 
the Mother Country; and let them violate 
the confutution of the Provinces never fo 
mach, the poor Americans hav~ no ~oice 
at a general election to oppofe their re~l:Jm 
into parliament.---Of con[equence, there­
fore, as the inhabitants of Birmingham 
and the other towns have voices to choofe 
the man who is worthy of their confidence; 
and voices to oppofe the perron who is not, it 
mull: be ignorance itfelf to [uppofe a fimila .. 
rity of circum fiances between them and the 
miferable Colonies, who are fo unhappily 
deftitute of both. 

But even admitting tha_t Birmingham 
and the other towns were actually without 

• 
teprefentatives, in the firictdt fenfe of the 
expretEon, would that' be a proper argu­
ment for taxing the Colonies without their 
own con[ent? Would it be a necetfary con­
fequence, becaufe part of the Britiili fub­
jeCts were unfortunate enough to be in a; 

ftate of llavery, that a yoke ihould be laid 
cn the necks of the Americans? On the 
contrary, infread of making the miferies of 
dle wretched a plea for plunging the happy 

• 
III 

• 

, 

• 
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ill ailtrefs, common humanity lhould teach 
a good minifter to> allow, the former ~very, 
advantaee which was poffeifed by th~)at-: 
ler; efpecially, too, where',the' exerci~e ot 
fuch a benevolence ,could not, in the nature 
of things, but be highly :be.~e,'ficifll t? h,i~' 
coun try. ' , " , ' 

Having thus., as 1 'ho~e" ,r·efuted onep~rt 
-of thc fubterfuge which the enemies,'pi 
America make u[c of to prejudice the'zninds. 
,of the public; I now come to the ,other" 
which is, fa very contemptible as {caree to, 
deferve a notice~ was it not~ upon this DC,. 

eaGon, much better to be "even te9ioutly~ . 
,circumftantial, than to {uffer .the poffib~litr 
of any worthy individual's labouring l;1n4er: 
a mifrake.--· It has been urged as ap excu[e: 
for denying the American 'petitions' a hear .. 
. ing in an 'auglllt aifembly, that no petitions: 
were ever fuffered to be read" which wer~ . ". .. 
·known ,to be againfi: the pailing of a M.qney 
Bill.---I am almoft ailiamed to tell a reader. . . . , 

of the leaf!: iotelli,gence, that th is pofition" 
is notoriou{]y falfe: I am almoft afr;ti~ he; 
will think,it an infult to his under(tanqin,g;,; 

, 

if I {hould ob:erve" that fuch a :pofi~ion 
would ddlroy.the very dfence ofparlia­
ments.---However, to filence it at once, I 
!ball only remark, that when the late Cy-
der Bin was in 2gitation, the City of LOI1- . ;: 
don, and feveral other Corporations, p"eti~ 
:tloned againfi its bein~ paired into a law. --.. 

D Their 
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Their petitions were received with the 
greateft complacency, though they were 
pot attended with fuccers; and their right 
pf petitioning was never once quefiioned, 
though the illuftrious atlemblies to whom 
they applied did not judge it then expe­
dient to cOffip-Iy with th~ir requ~fis. 

From what has been advanced in the 
foregoing pages, r~lative to thedo?trine of 
<1Jirtual reprefentation; an~ from what has 
been juft now obferved concerning the firni­
lar fituations of Birmingham and the Co­
loniEs in this refpect; l' am induced to ima­
gine, that every fenfible enquirer will al­
low, that the American Stamp ACl is a 
very d~ngerous itretch of power, apd has 
abfolutely firipped at leafi three millions of 
our fellow fubjeCls of every benefit which, 
as EngIiibrnen, they were entitled to from 
the Britiill coofiitution.---What the Ame-, 
ricans have done to de[erve fo cruel a treat-
ment, I cannot by any means find out.--­
Indeed. had they aimed to throw ott their 
allegiaoce to the Mother Country; or had 
they, in the day of neceffi:ty, £hewn the 
Jeaf! tardinefs to exert thernfe1ves in our 
i!1tereit, fame excu[e might pollibly be 
found for taking away their rights, and lay-:­
ing them entirely at the mercy of this king­
~om.---But when, [0 far from aiming at 
an. improper independence, they quietly 

. fubmitted 
• 
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fubmitted to tefirictibns on their cbolJ 
merce which plunged tbem intd infuperable 
difficulties; and ,",'hen, [0 far from fianding 
aloof in the day of neceffity, they :even, 
great1y exceeded their abilities tal affiil: us; . 
againil: the. common enemyj it muft be 
confelred. that the time for making this 
f}:retch of power was as irij udiciollS, as the: 
:O:retch itfelf was tlnjufl: ; . and that; canfe"". 
quently; the miriiner by whom it was oc~ 
caflaned; drew an equal impeachment upon 
his humanity and his llnderfianding. 

The tools of the minifter, 'tis true, have 
advanced a number of a{fertions'in diametri..::: . , - . 

cal oppofition to this charaCter of the Am~.: 
ricans; and have fpare~ 110 pains to eftablilh­
an opinion, that, unlefs we proceeded to 
extremities with them; and took away their 
provinciallegillation at once, th¢re was no 
fecurity for their obedience to the Mother 
Country. "The Colonies (fay thefecon­
" [cientions cafdifts) are now extremely P'o": 
ci pulous, and extremely rich; they are 
"every day rifing in numbers~ and in: 
"wealth; and rriufi-, in the nature df 
"things; afpin: at a total independel)·ce,;· 
" unlefs we are before-hand with thern~ 

. " and wifely take the power out of their 
~, hands/' ---This language is very extraor..: 
dinary, yet it is very common, and may be 
heard in every coffee-houfe within the 
Weekly BiIls.f from the lips' of the..ignoqmt-

D 2 cr . 
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or the intereO:ed.---But" will any man of 
fenCe, after the incredible profufion of blood 
and trea[ure which we have been at to" 
eftablilh the Colonies, take upon him to 
fay, that their profperity can poffibly be" 
dangerous tQ the Macher Country? Have 
we been labouring to make them numeFOUS 
and opulent by every means in our power, 
and 1hall it now be [aid that their fll:lmber 
and opulence are circum frances of a moft 
alarming nature to this kingdom? For 
my own part, if we were not remarkable 
for a glorious inconfiftency of cpnduct, I 
fuould wonder how fentiments of (0 ri-" 
diculous a caft, could ever be ferioufly 
propagated among us.---Sentiments [0 in­
conceivably prepofterous, that even Stu­
pidity itfelf can karcely juftify an attention 
to them; finre a man muO: be in an abfo­
lute {tate of lunacy, upon whom they can 
h:J.ve the minuteft effed. 
" The C\)lonies are, indeed, every day in­

ereaGng in their numbers, and, 'till the late 
injudicloUS reftriB:ions upen their com­
merce, were e\'ery day rifing in their prof-' 
perity too; their number is new, at a mo­
derate calculation, [uppo[ed to be three mil­
lions of whites, and every five and twenty 
years, they are reckoned to double their 
population; ---yet, infi:ead of three million, 
was their number fifty, the Mother Country 
would have but little to dread on that ac-

count. 
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~ount. As long as we prevent lqem front 
building fhips,· and levying ;forces ~ :as'}dng 
as we rake care that they.havenleith·er:aima: ..... ' 
rine, nor a ffanding armY'~;:..;;.;foJong~th'eir; 
numbers muil: add to oudtreng:th~· without 
promoting their independence;;land: a-fil1g1~ 
fquadron from 'the Mother, JCountry, .• ~i11 
at any time be able to tmnble flU~h:ekc!ties! 
about their ears, without theJofs,of.fo'niuclit 
as a twel)ty gun frigate to h,eifelf., An ;.u:n.~ 
difciplin1d multitude, let. 'that inultitude~he: 
nev'er fo great, without arms, ,without-lhips~~ 
and without fortific'ations, . .is but ,a very,hn1; 
potellt enemy! numbers .are .of fentice only; 
where they kn'ow how to ,be .formidahle~/ 
but can never appear oftany 'confequence,~ 
where ,theyh~ve neither the:knowledge!of) 
being [0, nor tbe means .. ~. , . ,., •. ; 

But let us even admit the 'ability of-;the 
Americans to !hake off thei~ depe-ndance' 
on the Mother country, can we, -, from the 
general tenor of their conduCt, by any nlean;~; 
fupPQfe they iliould ever. be p6ffeffed of' th~ 
inclination" ,unlefs we drive them defpetate: 
by proceeding to extremities? During the: 
lait war, when their own opul~nce, and, our.­
neceffities, furni!hed them with a fair.er o~; 
portunity than what they are ever likely-to: 
enjoy again, of becoming abfolutely inde-· 
pendent, what inJury did we [ufta~n,:'from 
fuffering them to poifefs the na.tural rights: 
Gf free.born Englifilmen? ·Did _ they Qot' 

expofe 
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expo[e their lives continua1ly in out fen'ice r 
and did they not exhaufr their treafures fo 
much beyond.the moil: fanguine expectations 
of the Mother Country, that the Parliament 
of Great-Britain even voted a very large 
fum to reimburfe fo extraordinary an exer­
tion of their munificence! If, therefore, it 
is againft tbe principles of the Britilb COD­

fritution, to take away the provinciallegif. 
lationof tbe Colonies at aU; and if, when 
they po1feff"ed it, they fo generoufiy exceed­
ed the willies of Great-Britain in taxing 
thernfelves, we in faCt lofe the bac~ney'd . 
plea of neceffity, to palliate the tyranny of 
Qur conauCt, and {hnd no le[s chargeable 
with the guilt of ingratitude, than with the 
crime of injuilice. Pofterity, [urely, mufr 
be aftonifhed to find, at the very moment 
we were rewarding the Americans for [uch 
inconteftible proofs of their affeCtion, that 
we were at the fame time taking away their 
l~berties, from a doubt of their fidelity: and 
it muil: appear .amazing to all future gene • 
rations to hear, that at the very infiant we 
exprefTed the greateft fenfibility for their at­
tachment, we punifu'd them with the greateft 
cruelty, and accompanied the firongefr te­
monies of friendiliip with the molt intol .. 
lerable chains. 

The oppofition made by the A~ericans 
to the execqtion of the Stamp ACt, I am 
very well perfuaded, has given their eoe-

o 

IDles 

• 

• 

• 



, 

• r ~3: J ' , 
~ .'. ~. ' .. 

fllies rio little opportunities ofI)Qifohingth~' 
public mind ;, i1nq m~ny well-me,aning-'pco; 
pIe are ready enough to'" believe,' ·:~hat, let 
the Stamp Act be never fo', ihequitali1e~ it is' 
now the bufinefs"of the' ~bther-Cduntry 
to (upport it; as ,the only means of{ecur~ 
ing her authority. Tbisargtiment, how ... 
ever popular, is very far from ,being defen­
fible. The Colonies never difputed the jujl 
authority of the Mother' Country; they 
have only oppofed the tyranny of aninju­
dicious minifter. In reality, if the cafe be 
fully examined, the Mother Country has 
been as much injured on this occafion, as 

• 

the Colonies. Her conftitution~ which pO-. 
~tively declares, that 110 ,Engl?fhmon {haH be 
taxed, 'without t~e common con/flit.' ql Par~ 
J.t"ament, bas been violated; to opprefs three 
millions of her moft ufeful and afFectionate 
children. Who knows what might h~ve 
been prepar.ing, had the minifter, who thus 
daringly trampled upon' that: conftitntion, 
{lill continued in authority. The fame.boJd­
nefs which induced him to Jay an arbitrary 
tax upon the Americans, might have led him 
at lait to lay an arbitrary tax .upon Ire';' 
land, ~hen upon the Mother Country; an'd 
the people of Great-Britain, from an idle 
fuppofition that their honQurwas" caUed in 
qneftion, where any illegal 'aet of his w~s 
dj(puted~ might have bee~ infenfibly brought 

. '. " ~ to 
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to labour for the total def'trutlion of them-
{elves. . . 

I lay it down as -a fixed .politioo, thatin 
yailing the Stamp' Act, the people of this· 
COmUf}', had- no' intention wbatfoever, to 
make the fmalleft infrillgment on the rights 
of their American fellow fubjects. I take it 
for granted, that the Colonifrs were conu-. 
dered iQ ~ery fenfe of the· word, as Eng­
Jifhmen. and as fach. having their own in­
ternallegifhtions, that they could not be 
faxed but by their own confent.---If this 
be the cafe, how can it with propriety be 
(;tid, that the Colonies have retilled the jufl 
authoritv of the Mother Country. The 

~ , 
l\tlother Country had no jujl authority to 
make an_arbitrary law for the taxation of 
their property. --- They have, therefore. 
only frood up for the legal right of Briton.;. 
and as 1- raid in another place, the natural 
right of men.---And Lball we, a nation 
fraught with the moll: exalted ideas of li.­
bertv, be offended wilh our brethren and 

J 

QUf children, for {tanding up in defence of 
that freedom fOf which we all "vould ciie fo 
willinglyqurfelves? Sh2:11 it in·G.rea.t Britain, 
be eVer thought a crime to fupport the inde--pendence of the Britiili Conil:itution? God 
forbid. --- Every tubjecr .of the Englifu 
crOWD, is entitled to the privileges of an 
Engliihman,---and 'tis the peculilr glory of 
theie privileges, that they cannot {utter the 

meanei1: 
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tneat1efHndlvidual to;-be enf1aved.~",Jn1l:eadf\ 
rherefoFe;' of condemning the Coloriiesj;our 
indignation l1:tould fal}:upoll,the ·head·,ofltb~i:; , 
man who nas fo vio1en1:1y::broke:in,:up'olt' , 
their peace;. and, fo arrogantly ealled: ;up~, 
us to maiJnain the infringement'ofour.,owrt 
Confi:itution.--... HiS' temerity. in, fuppofing 
that the Mother CountrY'iwould' becofu~;, 
a dupe of his machination's,' and imaginc=i 
that her honour Was : connected -with the~ 

• 

proceedings of a miriiftet;, whom, 1he'looks-: 
upon with the utmoft :.contempt, is me 
highefi: aggravationoi his condutt; : and; 
calls aloud fot fome' exemplary, Illark of· 
pu blic refen.tment;-:,;.;;.In. a few years, {hould, . 
it be now al1owed, ,that Great Britain is 
obliged; in defenc~of her authorio/1 to 
fupport ,every a~ of. a weak or wicked, 
adminiftration; whoever is at the helm,­
may, at any time, embroil the whole_~Bri,... 
tifh empire; and' if he be a penfloner of 
France, may entirely lay it in tlari'les.·-.. Ha 
need only pafs fome very ,injurious law, to, 
occafion a ,murmur in the Colonies---and, 

the Mot~er Country that her authority' is. 
infulted, he is. fure of carrying his point.-.· 
The Mothbc Country, from a groundlefs 
concern about--h-e:r own fupremacy, will 
initanrly rife up in defen,ce of his injuftice, 
and carry l1a.ughter and defolation among 

E . he~ 
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- her miferable offspring, when £he ought to 
punifutl1eir mercilefs oppreffor; andfavour 
them with an immediate redrefs. 

It mull: be granted, indeed~ that in the 
appofition which the Americans have made 
to the Stamp ACt, [orne tumults aro[e which 
cur candour may extenuate,' though our 
jufiice cannot appear with any great re­
putation in their defence.---Liceotioufoefs, 
in cafes of much importance, will always 
be found in a free confi:itution.---The Mo:' 
ther Country herfelf, has had her mobs--­
and no later than laft winter, a whole army 

• 

of the populace, in a manner, .befieged 
both the augull: Houfes of Parllarnent.--­
As therefore, \-ve on this fide of the Atlan­
tic, have been frequently fuJ::ieCt to pC5pular 
infurreerions, 'we cannot be furprized ?ot 
hearing of the fame infurreCtions in the Co­
lonies; more particular too, when we con­
fider, that from nature and education, 
~hev are, if DoHible, more ·-rrrenuous lovers 

./ L 

oflibertv than ourfelves.---Their ancefiors, 
• 

for the moB: part, were people who uDder-
went 2. voluntary baniihment from their 
:nti".'e couot;-ies, on civil and religious ac­
counts. --- Thefe ancelt0fs h2ve handed 
down their principles to Dof'rerity, in COD-, 'J 
l~quence of which, nine tenths, at leaft .. 
of the wbole Continent, are vVhigs in 
the moft expreiIive {eore, and impatient of 
~0urfe, where they imagi!1~' their "freedom 
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is at fiak-e.---Add to all this, that the: 
• I _ • _ .' . _ _ _ .•. ' ~ .. ' _ _, _ ._. 

Stamp Act was. pa,ffed at a ~~lDe, ~.h~n . t~e. 
reftritl:ions on the North.American. trade . . . 

had univerfally foured thedifIJqfitions of 
the people: fmarting under. the feyerity of a 
commercial prohibiti0o, t.he ~oft ~onfii~ti:-' 
tional tax would have been thought:a h<i:rd~' 
!hip, and it might, perhaps" ha:ve bee~,!t 
general murmur,: :that we. wer~ uni-emit-: 
tingl y ftudious to encreafe their burdens in 
proportion as .we contracted their me~ns. . 
, As in the courfe of the foregoing argu­
ments, I have {hewn that, the people of 
America are not virtually reprefented in the 
Britilh Parliament; and made it pre~ty 
clear, that as Englilhmen, they ought not 
to be internally taxed, but by' thei~ 0'Yn 
confent.· It may, pollibly, be demanded, 
where I am willing to frrike a line, and 
what degree of executive authority I am 
willing to allow the IvIother Country over 
'her Colonies? If we go back to the ori­
ginal end. ofcolonizatiol1,we £hall find that 
the [ole defign of efi:abliihingColonies in dif­
ferent parts of the world, was to extend the 
commerce of the Britith nation, as wid~ as 

. . 

poffible, and not by any means. an intention 
either to di[~harge the [ubjeCt :from',his al­
legiance, or to {hip him of his natural pri­
vileges as an Englifhman.---Of courfe. the 
power of the fovereign iliould be the fame 
in the Colonies, as in the Mother Country; 
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~~ tb;'rvI6therCountry~- as the great pa~ 
r~rit of al1/ '1h~u!d polfefs an indifputable 
right of ni,aJdngfuch-commerciallaws as 
may be judged 'necetrary for the common 
g.ood :- -fhe ffiould aIfo _ be invefred with a 
j~ft -power of refrraining any meafures 
which would be prejudicial to her own in"" 
terefr; and in every cafe~ the ballance of 
cr;tlolument iliould be in her favour, as the , 

grand [ourc~from which the Colonies drew 
their exi(tence and profperity. ; . 
- -. But in all cafes- \ ... here the Americans are 
either to be aifefi"ed in their properties, or 
inte:-efred in their lives, they have an unal .. 

J 

terable claim7 as Engliihmen, to raife their 
. own taxes,. and to make laws fot them ... 
[elves. 'Tis fO,r this purpofe we have grant ... 
ed them a provincial legiflation. 'Tis from 
a conviction of their being jufily entitled to 
this legiflarion,-that wh~never we have 
wanted their iffiftance; we have regularly 
fent orders to our fefpet.Eve governors to 
apply, in a conftitutional manner~ to their 
~ffemblies; and called upon them as freemen 
for their portion of the public fupplies.--­
That we had no reafon to complain of this 
conduct, I have more than once obferved, in 
the courfe of this difcuifion.---So far fr_om 
bc~ng tardy to furniili their quota, when 
applied to" they have exceeded their ability, 
and 'iis nat many feffiom !ince the Parlia­
ment of the ~1otherCcu;1try itfe1f, with a: 
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Uhe,rality big~Y~W?~t~Yf ?t ~1?,~~ :iP\l~~e~, 
aa:em DIy ' .. v~te~, ,thelll ~~~ryJ~f~~,' fu~ ,~o.~ 
£lloney to rel!!l,b~~fe ,th,e:~e;xt£~Rr~w~rY.,~~\l~~ , 
w.hich: they : g~atlted: f.?~ ~~li@:,9.~!l5~~, :ofJ~,~[ 
kIngdom.,. " " ;'.. . ,; .,,' l ,: ',' ',' -", 

" Upo'n the who~e~ '~ow.e,Verji;if! tb~~iC5~lq~; 
nies are virtualryreprefented in, the,Mother 
~ountry" ~hey j ril~!1 ,be~ 'r~pre~d~i~ci :~y i~c; 
et~~~re bo~y' ~r ~e, B,ri~,i~ ,P,~,rJj~m~fl.~~~ ~~~ 
~~t ?y ~ny ~ne ~~a?ch,. "In, a~~ ~ar~s~ ",b~~~~ 
money lS ra~[ed. {lf~ ]~lay h~, ,~1l.~~~,4:~e:e­
u[e, of the word" as well as ',the-enemies.,o( 
Am~r~cartheie 'Js but onebra~dl,;o£"th~~ . 
]egiaativ~ 'power," which' has '~ny'~vt~ff' ' 
authority, <and this is the Houfe' 0 ··Cgm';.~ 
mbns. When a money hilI is [eot up, 'tile 
Commoijs, we knqw, are fo jul1:Iy tenacious' 
of their privileges, that' ~hey will not allow',' 
the alteration of a tittle. Of courfe, there-. ' 

fore, though the Stamp Act has paffed the' 
three regular eftates, of parliament, it is 
b~t, the virtuahJeea otone What I would 
deduce from thi~ remark is, ,that if the ' 
word virtual reprefentati6n be at' all ad-, 
mitted, the word virtual authority muft alfo 
be allowed i ~nd in every ta;ation, the poor' " 
Americans, in'ftead of having a houCe, of 
lords, or ~ fovereign, muft be 'at the im-. 
'mediate mercy of the Englilhcommonalty~ " 
whofe particular intereft it is toexoner~t~' 
themfelves, by throwing every poffible 16aq , 
Dn the Golo~i~s. What a mc;:lancholy fitu'; " 
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4.0'repreI~pted$-are -to bear -,the buraen -'Qf' 

~Are, \v~~ ~ ~~ _ ~tIitolly t:eptefented; a~~; 
wlrer~--tbe--people--who have Rot ·ll lhadoo/, 
of JlP,w~rs fl{e to be .equally. fubjt!Cl: w~th' 
thofe wliH ,pti~e(s it' ~Il! -;: _ ',- .'", 
" ~ I: have nowT ddiver:ed'lny fentiments ; on' 
tltiS i~portilpffriliie.a.,; Sh,~U!d: ,they hapj 
i?iIt ,~e ~~odti~lv~ bf ,ani' goo~'c?~~eq~ep~: 
ctS'; tny end will 'be p~tfeCfl y, iin1we(ed j 'a~ 
f defi.re riotbit~g more than ~6-vindicate fih~e; 
general rights;'of; the, EngHih:confptutIbn1f 
#.thQut.:.~ni.inter~fted vi~~~J ~r ,n,ationar ... " , . -' 
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