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HE dlﬁ'enﬁons it prefent unh gprly
fubﬁﬁmg between- the' kir pdom’ éf

A& " Gréat Britain afill its Coldﬁies“,
accoutit of the Stamp-A&, stefo very milc-‘h

the fubjeés of ‘cofiverfation, and::are “be
fides, of a'fdture fo é!étre’amly alarmlﬁg 748
to render almoft eveiy:thing’ ‘which' canbé
faid on- the affair, at lesft’ entertamlng"‘af
not actually important;- for whick reafonid
fhall nfake bt litrle’apolegy for prefummg
to troble the public:with my fentiménits oh
this ﬁccaﬁon, efpecm]ly is 1 can nevéfbeifo
dull'ds to'want a tolerable number ‘of bro-
ther politicians to’ keei?iE me in- courifenance.
«  The main argumeﬂt which the!enemies
of the Colonies make ufe of to Jufhfy the
& of "parliament in difpute, is that the
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Britith legiffature has” an undoubted righe
of eftablithing whatever ordinances it may
think-“proper > for the-regulation of all the
Britith dominions; and that it is an ablo-
lute rebellion againft the authority of the
Mother Country, for any part of thofe do-
minions to refufe an imphecit obedience to
fuch ordinances.---To this the Americans
reply, that as they are utterly unreprefent-
‘ed in the parliament of the Mother Coun-
try, a doftrine of this kind muft inevitably
rob them of the moft valuable rights which
they oucrht to poflefs, as Enghfhmen, and
reduce them in an inftant, from a nation of
Free-born Subjedls, to a fet of the moft
sniferable {laves.---Such'is the ftate of the
prefent queftion.--To difcufs it with can-
dour, itherefore, fhall be the attempt of the
following pages, in which the author flat-
ters himfelf with- a hope of manifefting a
laudable intention, however he may expole
himfelf to cenfure, for his vanity on medd-
ling with a debate which requires {fo conii-
derable a thare of abilities.

That the Mother Country has a power
of 1rnpofing what burdens {he thinks proper,
on any part of her dominions, Is a pofition
fo evident, that it cannot pofiibly admit of
a debate.---While the poflefles a _force ca-
pable of exa&ing an obedience to her laws,
the mult naturally poflefs a power of enall-
ing whatever may be molt agreeable to her

incli=
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inclination.--=But ‘it does not follow, be-
caufe fhe is‘invefted with a power, ‘that the
is invefted with-4 right of “exercifing eyery
arbxtrafy impulfe of ‘her whlmfey, or 'ca~’
price : nothing can give a r4ght which is
repugnant to-the principles of equsty ‘and
7eafon; and therefore, if this power, whlch”
the Mother Country fo frequently boafts of,
is ever exerted in oppofition to the. fentl-:
ments of juftice, the deviates from a tender
parent, into a tyrannical miftrefs, and be-

comes the moft formidable enemy, where
the ought to have continued the moﬂ: m-
ﬂemble friend. |

~ By the fundamental laws of the Brmﬂi
conftitution, It is abfolately declared, that'
no Englithman .is to be taxed without his
own confent.----Now, if we allow'the:
people of America, the rlghts of Enghfh?
men, it muft naturally follow that. the
Stamp-A&, is, to the laft degree, meqult-_
able, and that even the conﬁltution of: the'
Mother Country itfelf, wasflagrantly. vio-
lated, to lay an arbitrary burden upon the
unfortunate Colonies.=~=I know very well
I (hall be told, that though the Amerlf;ans'
were’ not' immediately reprefented “in. the
Engllfh Parliament, they.were, nevcrthe-'.

lefs, - reprefented virfually, and. thereforé

can have no altual foundatmn for com-;
P]amt. '
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The gentlemen, -however, _whp -have
kindly informed us that the Americans werg
thus virtually reprefented though they
dwell very ﬁrongly spon that argument,
have not as yet, been {o obliging as to
fhew by what method this virfua/ reprefen-
tation can poffibly exift. In fa&, they have
only made uf¢ of a word without annex-
ing any definitive 1dea to it; and becaule
they themfelves are fatished with the force
of fo fenfible a plea, they imagined that it
muft neceflarily carry conviction to the mind
of every body elfe.--- Unhappily for the
caafe of f{uch extraordmary cafuifls, there
are people in the world. who require fome-
thing more than mere affertion, when they
difcourfe upon matters of importance ; therg
are numbers who will not accept of any.
man’s mere #pf¢ dixit, where a faCt ought
to be clearly proved; and I truft, thefe
numbers are {o great as to compofe: a very
confiderable majority of the whole kmg—
dom. ---But, notwithftanding, I entertain
this opinion of the fenfe and candour of
the public, ftill, as I believe there are many
who have implicitly credited this extraor-
dinary principle of wirzual reprefentatlon, 1t
may be neceffary’ to.difcufs this point a,
Little, to try how far it can be admitted with:
propuriety.

The only thadow of a ground to fupport
this pretty pofition;. 1s, that the Britifh

Par-
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Parliament, 1s the wirtual. reprefentative, of,
oll the, Briti(h, cmptre.—--If this be the. ca e
now, it muft always have been the cafe 3,
and the Mother Country had: as good a

r;ght to claim it from the firft hour it pof=,
{effed a fingle foot of ultra marine territory,:
as to.date her pretenfions entirely from tho
never-to-be forgotten period of Mr. Gren-w.
ville’s adminiftration. -»- But. why in  the,
name of Common Senfe, if. the, Mothel;
Country judged herfelf the. 'vzrmal repres,
fentative of all her various dependenercs,..
did fhe not exert her virtual. reprefentatton.. |
g little. earlier ? Why did the grant axpro-,
vincial leglﬂature to her Colonies,. and frpm!
the time of their firft exiftence, invefl this

~ legiflature with the. fole power .of mternal
taxation 2---If fhe meant: to grant them. 2,
legtﬂattve pOwer, and yet intended to reudct'
this legiflative pawer of no confequence, 'tis ¢
the Mother Country herfelf, who has hecnq
the occafion of all the dtﬂurbances whtchr

have lately happened, and t1§atl3e pooE 3Amew
ricans, in fa&, ‘who have the only caufe “"dﬁ
exclamation, notwuhi’tandmg the numbcr-y
lefs inveives which have -been. fo unres,,
mtttmgly poured .upon . them by the | igno-.,
rant, or the intergfted writers of this. kmgf
dom.‘ | L s
For the honour of the Mother Countrjr;
however, I cannot fuppofe that-the onee s

meant to play fo rrdxculous a farce, as. {0,
g‘VG
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give her Colonies the thadow of a legiflative
power, without intending that they fhould
poflefs the fubftance too. A fuppofition
of that kind, would be an equal impeach-
ment both of her juftice and her humanity ;
it would be an argument that the abfolutely
defigned to lead the Colonies into an error,
for the cruel fatisfation of condemning,
the moment they unhappily fell into any
miftake.-~-It would, in fhort, be an infé-
sence, that, for the mere fake of diftrefling
them, fhe was willing to involve herfelf in
the greateft difhiculties, and {o fhe could fa-
crifice their happine(s, the was refolved tp
manifeft no confideration whatever for her
owi.. '

But fo far was this from being the cafe,
that we need only recur to the mode of
government invariably preferved in the Co-
lonies, from the time of their firft eftablith-
ment, to the time of pafling the Stamp
Bill into a law. Duaring that whole pe-
riod, the Mother Country, fo far from
dreaming about the wirfual reprefentation:
of her Colonies in the Britith Parliament,
continually applicd to the aflemblies of the
various provinces, whenever fhe wanted
their affiftance ; and, agreeable to the le-
giflative capacity with which fhe herfelf
had invefted thefe affemblies, fhe permitted
them, in the moft public and unlimitted
mancer, to debate upon the propriety  of

her
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her requeft. If the thought thi ‘cem‘du&?'

neceffary for fo very long 2 fpace, whence
comes it that the now . thinks herfelf enti~
tled to a difcretionary rlght of loadinig them:
with whatever burdens the thinks proper?
The Colonies have full as juft a claim:to
the conftitutional rights of Englithmen now,
as they could poflibly thew at their orlgmal
eftablithment; and the Mother Country is
as much bound by the principles of equity .
at the prefent moment,.as when the firft fo-
licited adventurers to people thofe Colonies,
and granted particular privileges to all who
had courage enough to make an emigration
from thelr native country. . Certainly every
minifter, before Mr. Grenville, muft have
been inconceivably ignorant of :the Mother
Country’s rights, to allow the Amcrlcans
a provincial leglﬂatlon for fuch. a number

iof years, if they were virtually reprefented
in the Britith Parliament : or Mr. Grenville

mauft inevitably poffefs a greiter: {hare. of
genius than any of his predeceflors, : to

-----

make fo important and unexpeted a dlfco-
' very.---Yet, before Mr. Grenyille’s tiie,
there have been both very darmg, and very
wife ftatefmen at the helm of government.
There has been a WALPOLE, with a bound-
lefs ambition ; and there has been a, PITT,
with an aftonithing ability ; - yet-the ﬁrft
never prefumed to fay, that a member. re-
turned for the county of Middlefex, .was

the
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the legal reprefentative of 2 man refididg
in New York.---Nor did it ever once entef
into the imagination of the laft, even in
the moft prefling exigencies of the late wary
that the people of Great-Britain could lay
a taxation on the Amencans, whenever
they were difinclined to bear any fhare ‘of
the national burdens themfelves. Let us
only confider to what a ftate the whole
¢ontinent of America muft be reduced;
where fuch a2 doGrine is -admitted to be -ei-
ther reafonable or juft. If the Mother
Country has a right, in any one inftance,
to impofe an arbitrary law, fhe has a right
to be defpotic in every inftance; and with
the fame propriety that the 1nequ1tab]y|
forces the ‘Colonies to bear the minuteft
part of her burdens, the may oblige them
to groan- under the weight of the whole:

If, therefore, the violation which fhe has
committed on the principles of the Britith
eonflitutions -in the impofition of the Stamp
Ac, be filently fubmitted to, fhe may,
to-morrow or next day; lay another duty
on the miferable Americans, and go on in
the fame road to exonerate herfelf, ’till fhe
has reduced them to the lowei’c ftate " of
wretchednefs, and driven them to feek an
habitation with the more meraful favages
of the interior wilds, whom a cafual {park
of nature has frequently opened-1nto fu-

mamt), and taught. an mvoluntary Fymtpla-
1y
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thy for the cries. of diftrefs.-~<It:is on this:
account, that the Colonies think themfelves.
obliged to. ftand up in defenice of theircon~-
ftitutional rights as Britons, and in_{upport.
of their natural privileges as men. The
prefent law, fevere as 1t-may be in-its for--
mation, is ftill infinitely more dangerous,
when fet up as a precedent, than when we
confider it merely as a tax; and, injurious
as it may be in itfelf to the people of Ame-~-
fica, the manner of enating it, is-what:
principally - fills them with apprehenfion:
the generality of mankind, highly as they
parade about juftice and benevolence, are
neverthelefs entirely guided by the dictates
of intereft, and there are but few of us, if
a burden is to be borne, but what would
rather throw it wholly upon the thoulders
of our neighbours, than generoufly offer to
take any part of it upon our owni---The
fame principle operates as forcibly in the
conduct of communities and kingdoms, as-
it works in the humbler occurrences of.
privatc men.--~-Jt is reafonable enough,
therefore, to fuppofe, if the Mother Coun~
try is once allowed a right of taxing the
Americans, without their confent, that the -
hirft act of opprefiion, will by no.means be -
the laft : when fhe has found the advan-
tages of one-anjuftice, the will be eafily
tempted' to a fecond’; and, in the long run,

the unfortunate Colonies, however they may
| C value

i g T
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value themfelves upon their public free~
dom, or réjoice 1 their perfonal property,
will be found without any freedom or pro-
perty at all. ---A man, indeed, may rife 1n
the morning, and fuppofe himfelf worth
twenty thoufand pounds, but in the after-
noon, it 1s probable an exprefs will arrive,
mforming him, that about a month before;
an act of parliament was paffed in England,
which fequeftered one half, or; pérhaps,
the whole of his fortune.---In fuch 2 fitw-
ation, what i$ he to do ?---Perhaps, an hour
before the receipt of this méelancholy in-
telligence, he was fixing 4 provifion for
the happinefs of his children---devifing a
plan for the advancement of his relations---
or confidering 1n what manner he could be
{ervicesble to his friends. In 4 fingle mo-
ment, allthe ﬂattermg hopes which bloflom’d
{o engaginglyon his imagination, are entirely
blafted ; and, fo far from being able to ad-
minifter to the neceffities of others, he
wants the fender hand of benevolence to
zmtlgate his own. But where 1s he to feek
for relief, when the moft wealthy are funk
beneath theé griping hand of penufy ; and
the moft munificent are pining in all the
bitteinefs of want!-<-A piture of this na-
ture, barrows ap the bofom of fenfibility, and-
the eye of compaflion is incapable of. view-
g it for tears. Yet who will fay, that [
nave exceeded the bounds of probability in

- the
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the colouring? The fame-arbitrary minifter,
as I have repeatedly infifted, whe feizes the .
minuteft part of ‘my.property,. without:my
confent, will {fcarcely. heﬁtatenWhen his ra- -
pacity.is tempted with.a conﬁderablc bait;;
and if I.lie. at the mercy:of :a :man,. who
has robbed me of a:.fingle: thilling, I-have
but too much occafionsto.; tremble: for: the
) fafety Of my all N T RERTELINE Nl
. But!to.give the advocates for . virtualiié-
prefentation the fullefk-dcope.of their: argu-
ments-<+~Let us eveh fuppofe the caféj to: be
as théy flatesit theinfelves, and .that:the
Americans. are: viriualy. reprefentedi in/the
Britithi- parlidment s yet,. nntwuhﬁgndmg
this virfual reprelentation;- .o they.had:ia
petition to lay:before. that auguft gﬂ'ambly

to~-morrow, to which.of the. membt:{*s mauft
" they apply to get it carried'into:the:houfe®
---Was a deputatmn tawait-even upon M.
fo:nwlle himfelf, and . 'toi. fay,"t" Dir; e
< are. ‘a. committee of vNew - York: Mer=
« chants, who are-defired:by the reft of our
f¢ Brother Freemepn in:that: pmvmce, - o' fes
¢ quatt that you will lay this:petition before
« the> houfe.”.  Wonld it ‘not:be, . at Jeaft;
ten toone; but: what. that gentieman would
turn -about, with an: £qual {hare: of: mdléna.
tion and furprize, andtgll them, that he Wi§
never at New.: York: insall his days; and’ was

reprefentative,-at that titne; for no’ p]aee bt
$he’boron gh of Buckingham?-Yet furefy,fif

IR C2a the
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‘the Americans were wviréuelly veprefented,
he himfelf muft be one of their virfual re-
prefentatives, and muft be highly defcrent
‘in his duty, if he refufed an immediate
compliance with {o reafonable a {ollicita-
tion.---But fee how principles flutuate with
times.---Notwithftanding the Colonies have
this winter found a great number of wir-
fual reprefentatwes, yet when the Stamp
Bill was in agitation, not a.fingle foul
would- prefent a petition . from the poor
Americans; though feveral of the pro-
vinces, in the humbleft terms, begged
leave to {et forth both the iniquity and the
impracticability of ever carrying fuch alaw
into execution.-~-So far from being attend-
ed to by the minifter, their agents: were dii-
mifled with all the little-minded 1nfolence
of office, and they underwent: the double
mortification of feeing their remonitrances
utterly difregarded, and their a&ual repre-
{entatives treated with the moft mfuperable
contempt.---Indeed, the creatures of the
minifter, to palliate fo vnpardonable a con-
duct, ’ endeavoured every where to infinuate,
that the American petitions were drawn
up with ‘a moft culpable indecency, both
of language and fentiment, and ufed every
artifice to have it generally believed, - that
they were re_]e&ed entirely . upon that ac-
count. Buat is 1t to be fuppofed that any
fct of men eadued with a dawn of com-
* mon



s
-mon underftanding, could “fo- far -forget
every principle both of - decency and fenfé,
as to infult fo aiignft'a body'‘as the Houfe
of Commons ; and this at'the very moment
~that they -were folliciting” 2 favour at its
‘hands.---Miich lefs can it be fuppofed, that
the principal peffons of our colonies, who
dre in general gentlemen of the moft liberal
educations, and not more remarkable. for
their good fenfe than eminent for their'po~
~ litenefs, thould be deficient in a proper re-
fpect for that illuftrious affembly. * For my
own part, if I ay préfume either to have
any credit with the reader, or to Know any
thing about:decency, F have {een fonie of
thefe petitions, in particular ‘that-of New
York, and will take:upon me tofay," it was
as fenfible, and at the {ame time as refpe@t~
ful a compofition, as I ever rémember to
have feen drawn up for parliament, -
- 'There is, however, little occafion to en-
ter into any defence of the American peti-
tions, becaufe it ‘is too' likely that, had
there been:an exceptionable {yllable ‘con-
tained in any one of them, the ¢nemies of
the Colonies would have ufed ‘it as ﬁhhr—
gument in-their disfavour; and-a véry ftrong
one it would have been confidered, I dare
fay,: by the whole kingdom.--It would
have furnithed aniextenfive field fo expa-
tiate on the infolence and difaffe&ion of the
Americans, and fupported, -id fome deégree,

the
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the necefiity of the meafures which the mi-
nifter was at that time taking to render
their affemblies a meeting of fo many
cyphers, and themfelves {o many provinces
ot flaves.---But as this ufe was . not made
of their petitions, we may naturally {yp-
pofe that they were all drawn up with a cir-
cumipection which prevented the moft dif-
tant poflibility of finding fault. |
~ When this little anecdote relative to the
American petifions is mentioned, with what
degree of juftice can it be faid, that the
Lolonies are .virfually -sreprelented 10 the
Britifh parliament ? To have this virtug/ re-
-P;cfgngaﬁon, their petitions fhould, -upen
all occafions, be received, and their ¢pm-
plaints fhould be as readily heard 25 the
complaints of their other fellow-{ubjects,-~-
But if there 1s-nobody to whom thgyhave
an immediate right of application, if there
15 nobody who is particularly obliged to re-
prefent their grievances before the great
council of their Mother Couptry; and if
they themfelves are not to- be heard when
there 1s nodody elie to {peak for them, muit
at not be the grofleft contradiftion 1p terms
to talk of a wrrfual reprefentation i-=cIn
fa@, this doGrine is perfectly of a piece
with the proceedings of the late minifter, <+
He viclated every principle of common juf-
tice when he fairft paffed the law, and now
he violates every principle, of rommon-un-
| deftanding

=Y
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dérftanding to fuppert the feéht’ude of' Blé
behavmur .

- The advocates for. ﬂae Stamp A& whena
ever they are clofely pufhed- on the fubjedt
of wirtual réprefentation, -rin-conftantly tor
2 - defpicable fubterfuge, where they idly
imdgine there is no poffibility of- fuf‘cammg
any violent attack.<-In the- firf plice; they
tell. us that, notwithftanding the mighty
c¢omplaints of the Americais about’ the
witit - of reprefentatnon, they -are a¥ tiiuch
reprefented in the Bntith parham_éﬂt
either Birmingham, Manchefter,- L:Eéds”;oi"
Shefhield ; who, neverthelefs, -neves murs:
shif-at Wwanting imimediate members, but
datifully fubmit thetilelves' to-the-deter=
minations of the Britith legnﬂature, from 4
proper and refpectful conﬁdem:c in 1ts wif
dom and juftice.’ oy T

The gentlemen who reafon 1 in- thls nydns
rer do not, howevet, reflect, though ‘Bir<
miihgham, Manchefter, Leeds; and. Shefi
ficld, have no- immediate voices,-as-corpow:
rations, to return.tmembers folel}f for thems*
{elves, that yet they have a voice in the gew
neral  reprefentatron of - their- refpeﬂwc
counties; and have a right to inftredt, -dnd:
call upon their feveral knights, ‘to-lay their.
grivances befote the parliament; -this is fo’
evident-a circumftance,- that there 15 n0 ‘néi

ceﬁity of enforcing it: and I believe; thay'
was any one of the knights who repréfetie

thefe
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thefe places to refufe a compliance with the
duties of his office, they would of them-
{elves be confiderable enough to prevent hisg
ever being re-clected on a future vacancy.
But let the vzrfual reprefentatives of Ame-
rica refufe never {o often to lay the petitions
of the Colonies before the auguft council of
the Mother Country ; and let them violate
the confhitution of the Provinces never fo
much, the poor Americans have no voice
at a general election to oppofe their return.
into parliament.---Of confequence, there-
fore, as the inhabitants of Birmingham
and the other towns have voices to choofe
the man who is worthy of their confidence;;
and voices to oppofe the perfon whois not, it
muft be ignerance itfelf to {uppole a fimila-
rity of circumftances between them and the
miferable Colonies, who are {o unhappily
deftitute of both.

But even admitting that Birmingham
and the other towns were actually without
reprefentatives, in the firiCteft fenfe of the
expreflion, would that be a proper argu-
ment for taxing the Colonies without their
own confent ? Would 1t be a neceffary con-
{fequence, becaufe part of the Britifh fub-
jects were unfortunate enough to be in a
ftate of flavery, that a yoke fhould be laid
on the necks of the Americans? On the
contrary, inftead of making the miferies of
the wretched a plea for piunging the happy

in
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1 diftrels, common humanity fhould teach
a good minifter to,allow the former every.
advantage which was poffefled by the lat-
ter s efpec:allv, too, where the: exerCIfe Of
fuch a benevolence cotld not, in the nature
of things, but be highly beneficial to his
country. -

Having thus, as T hope, refuted one. part
of the f[ubterfuge which the enemies of
America make ufe of to prejudice the:minds.
of the public ; [ now come to the.other,
which is_{o very contemptible as fcarce to
deferve a notice, was it not, upon this oC~
cafion, much better to be ‘even tedioufly.
circumftantial, than to fuffer the poflibility
of any worthy individual’s fabouring under.
a miftake.~--It has been urged as ap excuife.
for denying the American ‘petitions’a hear-
‘1ng in an-auguft aflembly, that no petitions.
were ever {uffered to be read, which were
known to be againft the pafling of a Money.
Bill.---I am almoft athamed to tell a reader.
of the leaft intelligence, that this poﬁtlon'
is notoriouily fal lfe: I am almoft afraid he
will think it an infult to his unde:(’candmg,-.
if I fhould obferve, that fuch a pofition
would deftroy “the very eflence of parlia-
ments.---However, to filence 1t at once, I
fhall only remark, that when the late Cy-
der Bill was in agitation, the City of Lon-
don, and feveral other Corporations, petl--

tioned againlt its being pafled into a law. ---
D Their
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Their petitions were received with the
oreateft complacency, though they were
not attended with fuccefs; and their right
of petitioning was never once queftioned,
though the illuftrious affemblies to whom
they applied did not judge 1t then expe-
dient to comply with their requefts.
- From what has been advanced in the
foregoing pages, relative to the do€trine of
virtual reprefentation ; and from what has
been juft now obferved concerning the fimi-
Yar fituations of Birmingham and the Co-
lonies 1n this refpe&t; Iam induced to ima-
gine, that every fenfible enquirer will al-
jow, that the American Stamp A&t 15 a
very dangerous firetch of power, and has
abfolutely {tripped at leaft three millions of
our fellow fubjedts of every benefit which,
as Englithmen, they were entitled to from
the Britith conftitution.---What the Ame-
ricans have done to deferve {o cruel a treat-
ment, I cannot by any means find out.---
Indeed, had they aimed to throw off their
aﬂcglance to the Mother Country ; or had
they, in the day of neceffity, thewn the
lealt tardinefs to exert themfelves in our
intereft, fome excufe might poffibly be
found for taking away their rights, and lay-
ing them entirely at the mercy of this kmg-—
dem.---But when, fo far from aiming at
an improper independence, they quietly
| fubmitted
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fubmitted to reftriions on their comnta
merce which plunged them into in{uperable
difficulties s and when, fo far from ﬁandlng
aloof 1n the day of neceffity, they even
greatly exceeded their abilities to affift us
agaiift the common enemy, it muft be
confefled that the time for making this
ftretch of power was as injudicious, as the.
ftretch 1tfelf was unjuft; and that;, confe=
quently, the miniter by whom it was oc-
cafionéd; drew an equal impeachment upon
his humanity and his underf’candmg
'The tools of the minifter; ’tis true, have
advanced a numbér of affertions in diametris
eal oppofitioh to this charaCter of the Ame-
ricans; and have fpared no pains to eftablifh-
an opinion, that, unlefs we proceeded to
extremities with them; and took away their
provincial legiflation at once, there was no
fecurity for their obedience to the Mother
Country. ¢ The Colonies (fay thef¢ con-
¢ {cientious cafulfts) dre now extremely po-
« pulous, and extremely rich; taey are
« every day rifing 1n numbers, and 1n’
¢ wealth; and wmiuft, in the nature of
“ things, afpirc at a total independence;
« unlefs we are before-hand with them,
- ¢¢ and wifely take the power out of their
¢¢ hands.”-~-This language 1s very extraor-
dinary, yet it 1s very common, and may be
heard in every coffee-houfe within the
Weekly Bills, from the lipsof the.ignorant
Da cr
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or the interefted.---But will any man of
fenfe, after the incredible profufion of blood
and treafure which we have been at to
eftablith the Colonies, take upon him to
fay, that their profperity can poflibly be
dangerous to the Mother Country? Have
we been labouring to make them numerous
and opulent by every means in our power,
and fhall it now be f{aid that their number
and opulence are circumftances of a moft
alarming nature to this kingdom ? For
my own part, 1f we were not remarkable
for a glorious inconfiftency of condud, I
thould wonder how fentiments of f{o ri-
diculous a caft, could ever be ferioufly
propacated among us.---Sentiments {0 in-
conceivably prepofterous, that even Stu-
pidity itfelf can fcarcely juftify an attention
to them ; fince a man muoft be 1n an abfo-
lute ﬁate of lunacy, upon whom they can
have the minuteft effeé.
- The Colonies are, 1ndeed, every day in-
¢reai:ng in their numbers, and, ’till the late
injudiclous reftrictions upen their com-
merce, were every day rifing in their prof-
perity too; their number 1s now, at a mo-
derate calculation, {uppofed to be three mil-
lions of whites, and every five and twenty
years, they are reckoned to double their
population ;---yet, inftead of three million,
was their number ffty, the Mother Country
would have but little to dread on that ac-
count,
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count. Aslong as we prevent them frons
building fhips, and levying- forces; s long
as we take care that they haverneither aima=
rine, nor a flanding army ;=<~fo. lIong their
aumbers muft add to our firength wuhout
promoting their independence ;:and a fingle
fquadron from the Mother . COUUU‘Y,*WIH
at any time be able to tumble: all theircitics
about their ears, without the lofs.of fo much"
as a twenty gun frigate to herfelf. . Aniuns
dlfClplm 'd multtude, let that mulfitude be:
never {0 great, without arms, without- ﬂnps

and without fortifications,  is but a very:ith=:

potent enemy : numbers are of fervice only:
where they know how to be.formidabley
but can never appear of.iany confequence,
where they have neither the: knowledge*oﬁ
being fo, nor the means,

But let us even admit the a.blltty of thc'
Americans to fhake off their dependance
on the Mother . country, can we,"from the
general tenor of their condu®, by any means
{fuppofe they fhould ever be poﬁ‘eﬂed of the
inclination, unlefs we drive them defperate:
by proceeding to extremities ! During the:
Faft war, when their own opulence, and. ou:
neceffities, furnithed them with a fairer op-

portumty than what they are ever likely to:

enjoy again, of becommg abfclutely inde--
pendent, what injury did we {oftain,: from
fuffering them to poffefs the natural rights’

of free-born Englithmen? Did they not
expofe
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expofe their lives continually in our fervice 3
and did they not exhauft their treafures {o
much beyond the moft fanguine expectations
of the Mother Cauntry, that the Parlhiament
of Great-Bntain even voted a very large
fum to reimburfe fo extraordinary an exer-
tion of their mupificence! If, therefore, it
15 againft the principles of the Britifh con-
fitution, to take away the provincial legif-
lation of the Colonies at all ; and if, when
they poflefled it, they fo generouﬂy exceed-
cd the withes of Great-Britain in taxing
themfelves, we 1o fa&t lofe the hackneyd
plea of neceffity, to palliate the tyranny of
our condud, and (tand no lefs chargeable
with the guilt of ingratitude, than with the
crime of injuftice. Poftenty, {urely, muft
be aftonifhed to find, at the very moment
we were rewarding the Americans for fuch
inconteftible proofs of their affeCtion, that
we were at the {fame timetaking away their
liberties, from a doubt of their ﬁdehty and
it muft appear amazing to all future gene-
rations to hear, that at the very inftant we
exprefled the greateft fenfibility for their at-
tachment, we punith’d them with the greateft
cruelty, and accompanied the {trongeft te-
monies of friendthip with the moit intol-
lerable chains.

The oppofition made by the Americans
to the execytion of the Stamp A&, 1 am

very well perfuaded, has given their ene-
mies
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mies o little opportumtles of pelfonmg the
pubhc mind ;_and many well-meaning peo~

ple are ready eiiough to”believe; - that, let
the Stamp A¢t be never {o inéquitable, itis
now the bufinefs of the Mothet-Country
to fupport it; as the only means of fecur-
ing her authorlty This arginient, how<
ever popular, 1s very far from being defen-
fible. The Colonies never difputed the juf
authority of the Mothér Country; they
have only oppofed the tyranny of an inju-
dicious minifter. In redlity, if the cafe be
fully examined, the Mother Country has
been as much injured on this occafion, as

the Colonies. Her conftitution, which po-
fitively declares, that mo Englifiman (hall be

taxed, sonthout the common confent of Pars
Lament, has been violated, to opprefs three

millions of her moft ufeful and affeGionate
children. Who knows what might have
been prep’aring, had the miniiter, who tﬁ'u"s
daringly trampled upon that. conftitution,
ftill continued 1o authority. The fame bold-
nefs which induced him to lay an arbitrary
tax upon the Americans, might have led him
at laft to lay an arbitrary tax vpon Ire-
land, then upon the Mother Country ; and
the p...ople of Great-Britain, from an idle
fuppofition that their honour was-called in
queftion, where any illegal aét of his was
dlfputed mwht have been mfenﬁbly brought

- t0
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to 1abour for the total deftruction of them-.
{elves.

I lay it down as-a fixed poﬁtlon, that 1
pafiing the Stamp. A&, the people of this
cousntry, had no 1intention whatfoever, to
make the {malleft infringment on the rlghts
of their American fellow fubjets. I take it
for granted, that the Colonifls were confi-.
dcred 16 every fenfe of the- word, as Eng-
Ifhmen, and as {fuch, having their own in-
ternal degiflations, that they could not be
faxed but by their own confent.---If this
be the cafe, how can 1t with propriety be
{aid, that the Colonies have rehifted the juff
authority of the Mother Country. The
Mother Country had no ju/f authorlty to
make aa arbitrary law {or the taxation of
their property. --- They have, therefore,
only {tood up for the legal right of Britons;
and as I {aid in another place, the natural
right of men.---And thall we, a nation
fraught with the molt exalted ideas of li-
berty, be offended with our brethren and
our children, for ftanding up in defence of
that freedom for which we all would aie fo

willingly ourlelves? Shall it inGreat Britain,
be ever thoL.,(;ht a crime to {uppert the inde-
pena‘tnce of the Britith Conftitution ? God
forbid. --- Every fubject of the Englith
crown, 15 entitled to the privileges of an
Englilhman,---and "tis the peculiar glory of
thefe privileges, that they cannot fuffer the

meaneit
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méateft individial to.be enflaved-=+Inftead;.
therefore; of condemning the Colonies; iou#.
indignation fhould fall upoirthe head ofithat.
man who has fo violently:broke:in. upon-
their peace; and fo arrogantly ealled::uporn:
us to maintain the infringement of :our ow
Conftitution.--~His temerity. in. fuppofing
that the Mother Country-would "become
a dupe of his machinations, and imagine;
that her honour was:conneéted-with -the:
proceedings of a minifter whom. fhe looks:
upon with the utmoft -contempt, is the
higheft aggravation of his condu&; :and;
calls aloud for fome exemplary. mark of
public refentment.--~In a few years, thould
it be now allowed, that Great Britain is
obliged, in defence of her authority, to
{fupport -evety a@t of a weak or wicked,
adminiftration ; whoever is at the helm,
may, at any time, embroil the whole B«
iith empire; and' if he be a penfioner of
France, may entirely lay it in flames,---H¢
need only pafs fome very -injurious law, to
occafion a marmur in the Colonies-<-and
the moment it is complained of; by telling
the Mother Country that her authonty is
infulted, he is fure of carrying his point,-~
The Mothsr, Country, from a groundlefs
concern about Her own {fupremacy, will
initantly rife up in defence of his injuftice,
and carry {laughter and defolation among

E ~ her
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sr miferable offspring, when fhe ought te
punith their mercilefs oppreflfor, and favour
them with an immediate redrefs.

It muft be granted, indeed, that in the
appofition which the Americans have made
to the Stamp A&, {fome tumults arofe which
cur candour may extenuate,  though our
juiftice cannot appear with any great re-
putation in their defence.---Licentioufnefs,
in cafes of much importance, will always
be found in a free conftitution.-—-The Mo-
ther Country nerfelf, has had her mobs---
2nd no later than laft winter, a whole army
of the populace, in a manner, befieged
b th the auguift Houfes of Parliament.---
\st helexore, we on tnis fide of the Atlan-

F

fic, have been frequently {fubject to popular
infurretions, we cannot be {urprized at
I?ﬁ“?i"ié of the faine infurre&ions in the Co-

—
®
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8o
o

; more pa articelar too, when we con-
fider, that irom nature and education,
they are, 1f poflible, meore {trenuous lovers
of liberty than ourfelves.---Their anceftors,
for the molt part, were people who under-
went 2 volunfary banifhment from their
native couniries, on civil and religious ac-
counts. —-- T'hefe anceftors have handed
down their principles to polterity, in con-
tequence of which, nine tenths, at leaft,
of the whoie Continent, are Whigs in
the moft exprefiive {enfe, and impat ent of

courfe, waere taey imaging taeir freedom

1S
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15 at ftake.---Add to all this, that the
Stamp A& was pafled at a time when the -
reftri¢tions on the North .American trade
had univerfally foured the difpofitions of
the people : {marting under the feverity of a
commercial prohibition, the moft conftitu-~
tional tax would have been thought a hard-
thip, and it might, perhaps,. bave been a
general murmur, that we were unremit-
tmgly ftudious to encreafe their burdens in
proportion as we contracted their means.

As 1n the courfe of the forecroing'argu-;
ments, I have fthewn that the peoplc of

America are not virtually reprefented in the
Britith Parliament; and made it pretty
clear, that as Engh(hmen, they ought not
to be internally taxed, but by their own
confent.” It may, poflibly, be demanded,

where I am willing to firike a line, and
what degree of executive authority I am
willing to allow the Mother Country over
her Colonies? If we go back to the ori-

ginal end of colonization, we fhall find that
the fole deﬁgn of eftablithing Colonies in dif-

ferent parts of the world, was to extend the
commerce of the Britith nation, as wide as
poffible, and not by any means, an intention
cither to difcharge the {ubje&t from his al-
legiance, or to ftrip him of his natural pri-
vileges as an Englifhman.-~-Of courfe, the
power of the foverelgn thould be thes fame
ia the Colonies, asin the Mother Country,

and
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znd the Mother Country, as the great pas
rent of all,” thould poffefs an indifputable
right of making {uch commercial laws as
may be judged neceffary for the common
good : ‘fhe fhould alfo be invefted with 2
jult power of- refiraining any meafures
which would be prejudicial to her own in-
tereft; and i1n every cafe, the ballance of
emolument thould be in her favour, as the
orand fource from which the Colonies drew
their exiftence and profperity. *

~ But in all cafes where the Americans are
either to be affeffed in their properties, of
interefted in their lives, they have an upal-
terable claim, as Englithmen, to raife their
‘own taxes, and to make laws for them-«
felves. *Tis for this purpofe we have grant-
ed them =z provincial Iegiflation. "Tis from
2 convi€tion of their being juftly entitled to
this legiflation, -that whenever we have
wanted their affiftance; we have regularly
fent orders to our refpecCtive governors to
apply, in a conftitutional manner, to their
zflemblies; and called upon them as freemen
for their portion of the public {fupplies.--~
That we had no rezfon to complain of this
condu&, I have more than once obferved, in
the courfe of this difcuffion.---So far from
being tardy to furnifh their quota, when
applied to, they have exceeded their ability,
and ’tis not many {eflions fince the Parha-
meat of the Mother Country itfelf, with a

libe=
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hberallty highly. worthy Of that allufirious.
aff¢mbly, voted them a very large fum. of
money to reimburfe the. extraordinary  aids, -
which they . granted: for the | beneﬁt of. the
kingdom. . . .-

Upon the whole, however, 1f ﬂ]e Colo-
nies are virtually reprefented i in. the Mother
Country, they muft be reprefented by the,

‘‘‘‘‘

entire body of the Britifh Parliament, a

not by any ¢ one branch,  1In all cafes, Whére
money is raifed, (if I may be allowed the-

ufe of the worJ .as Well as the. enemléé E:f'

JJJJJJ

..“-L

]egtﬁatwe power, “which Bas any :vzrzufz!
authority, -and this is the Houfe of ‘Com-:
mons. When a money bill is fent up, the
Commons, we know, are fo juftly tenacious
of their privileges, that they will not allow
the alteration of a tittle. Of courfe, there-
fore, though the Stamp A& has paffed the
three regular eftates of Parliament, it is
but. the virfual'deed of one,. What I would

deduce from this remark is, -that if the

word virfual reprefentation be at-all ad-
mitted, the word virtual autbority muft alfo
be allowed ; and in every taxation, the pobr
Americans, inftead of having a houfe of
lords, or a fovereign, muft be at the im-
mediate mercy of the Englith commonalty, .
whofe particular intereft it is to exonerate
themfelves, by throwing every pofiible load |
on the Colonies. What a melancholy fitus
- " - ation
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atlon muﬁ: Hﬁ§ bc“ Where t'he perfons vfi‘

alfy Tepr refented. “are‘to bear  the burdeff cof
thofe, who are’ qéiually reptefented and'
where theiiébble who have not -a thadow’
of power; are to be cqua]ly fubJE& WIth
thofe who poﬁ'efs it all !

"I have now' delivered my fentiments’ on
this important {ubjed. - Should" they hap-’
pﬂy be produttive of any good confequen..
ces, my end will be perfectly anfwered ; “as
F defire nothing miore than to vindicate ;the
general nghts of the Englr{h conttitytion,’
v(wthout any* mteréﬁ:ed views, or natlonal
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