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t COR. Chap. 13. Ver. ;5

CHARITY --- fecketh not ber own.

=] [I E Socicty for encouraging
3 Induftry and employing the
L5l Poor, at whofe Invitation we
are now affembled in the Houfe
of Worlhip, Leing engaged in a
Defign that cannot but be ¢-
fteemed one of the wifeft and beft Methods of
Charity ; — A Defign which muft be attended
with great and fingular Advantages to the
Community, fhould 1t be carried into Effect ;
and which, in order to it's being fo, will re-
quire no fmall Attention and Pains from thofe
who have the more immediate Direétion of it,
as well as the generous Difburfements of others,
who may approve it, and wifh it Succefs ;
We
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We have therefore a very fair Occafion of con-
fidering at this Time, the Accourt which St.Pay!/
has given us of chriftian Charity, in the few,
but comprchenﬁvc Words of our Text,

Accordingly T fhall in the FiRST PLacE, en-
deavour to defcribe this Vertue 3 and THEN con-
fider the Reafonablenefs of it, and how greatly
we are obliged and encouraged to cultivate it.

I Becin with endeavouring a brief Defcription
of that difinterefted Benevolence, which the Gof-
pel fo frequently and warmly recommends to us.
Charity, fays the Text, fecketh not ber own. We
are not indeed to imagine that the benevolent
Man divefts himfelf of all Regard to his own
Intereft, and acvated by akind of mad good
Nature, becomes wholly devoted to the Gratifi-
cation of others, without any Concern or Relith
for his own private Happinefs. Were it pofii-
ble for a rational Creature, to extinguifh the
Principle of Self-Love, far from being any Ver-
tue or Perfection, this would at once appear a grofs
and monftrous Defect in his Conftirution.  For
Self-Tove is at leaft as neceflury to the Support
and Happinefs of the World as focial :  both
were defign’d by the Author of Nature to ex-
ert themfelves in us to a certain Degree 3 and
we are fure they may both perfe@tly accord in

the
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the (ame Breaft, fince our Lord has taught us
to make the Love of ourfélves, the Meafure and
Standard of Love to others : Thou fhalt love thy
Neighbour as Thy Self. Thefe Principles, oppo-
fite as they may feem, are fo far from being
reallv inconfiftent, that they mutually ftrengthen
and fupport, corret and refine each other ; and
the Perfe@ion of Vertue lies, in maintaining
them'in a due Ballancc, and allowing to cach it’s
proper I:.ncrgy and Sconc |

'But tho thc charitable Man is not deftitute
of a prudent Regard to his own Intereft, yet
He does not conﬁnc his Attention to this : He
does not make himfelf the Centre of all his
Hopes and Withes ; He does not remain ab-
ftra&ted in Affeétion from the Reft of Mankind,
and having burft the common Bond of Society,
only live and feel for himfelf. The divine
Principle that warms his Breaft carries him out
of himfelf ; it unites him to others of the fime
Species ; their Intereft becomes his own ; and
their Senfations either of Toy or Sorrow are a-
dopted by him. He weeps with them that weep,
and rejoyces with them that rejoyce. He look:,
with Indifterence upon nothing, that is not iu
it felf indifferent to the Happinefs of human
Nature ; and he relifhes that Blefling moft,
wmch he can render moft extenfive, and in whxch

the
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the greateft Number of his fellow Men, may be-
come Jomt Sharers with himfelf.

Heis tenderly concemed for the entire Intereft
of his chghbour, in all it"s vdrious Branches 3
for the Welfare of his Body, and the Profpenty
of his Soul ; for the Succefs both of his fecular
and fpmmal Affairs ; for his Comfort in this
sze, and his Happinefs in the next. To the {pi=
ritual Wants of Men, he chearfully mxmﬁers
by inftruting their Ignorance, and furmfhmg
them with the Mcans of divine Knowledge ; by
tenderly reproving their Vices 5 by kindly re-
folving their Doubts 5 by Jpeaking @ Word ix
Seafon to thofe that are ‘weary 5 and fetting to the
View of others, i kis cwn Example, the feveral
Vertues of Clriftienity, which when exerted into
Adion, do wonderfully draw the Attention, and
captivate the Affe@tions of the Beholder : — fo
that he pradtifes pure and undefiled Religion,
not only with a View to his own Salvation, but

alfo to engage the Imitation of others; and that
hxs future Happinefs may be augmcntcd by
theirs,

He minifters to the bodily Infirmities and
Y anats of Men, and comforts the Heart oppref-
fed with the Sorrow of the World, — by {fympa-
thizing Looks; by foothing Words ; by pru-

dent
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dent Advice ; by readily performing a Variety
of friendly Offices; and chearfully diftributing a
proper Portion of that Eftate with which God
has blefled Him.. As for Riches — he has learn-
ed their juft Value and true Improvement : he
knows that there is no Good in them, but for a
Man to rejoice and 4o do Good in bis Life. And
that for which he chiefly values them, and bleffes
God the' Giver of them, is, thit they furnifh
him with many Opportunities of tafting the di-
vine Pleafure, that flows from annihilating the
Mifery, and augmenting the Happinefs of his
fellow Men ; that they capacitate him to emu-
late a Character, that appears with diftinguithed
Advantage in holy Writ ; the Charaéter ¢f one
whe was the beft, as well as the greateft Man
in all the Eaft. * ¢¢ For when the Ear heard him
then it blefled him; and when the Eye faw him
it gave Witnefs to him ; becaule he delivered
the Poor that cried, and the fatherlefs, and him
that had none to help him.— The Blefling of
him that was ready to perith came upon him,
and he caufed the Widow’s Heart to fing for
Joy. He was Eyes to the blind ; and Feet to
the lame ; and a Father to the Poor*’. This is
the Ufe, this is the Advantage which the bene-
volent Man makes of his Wealth, and other
fuperior Talents. He applies them to the Benefit
of Men'; and in his Hands they become the

| B Means

® Job z9. from v, 11th,
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Means of enlarging the Happine(s of the human
Species.  He can chearfully retrench the Expences
of Vanity and Luxury, that his Opportunities of
doing Good may be the greater :  he can gladly
deny himfelf the Delicacies of Life, that others
tay be furnithed with the Means of Subfiftence :
and were his Power equal to his Will, Pain and
Poverty would be wholly unknown in theWorld.
Klis Charity is not confined — to his Relations
and Domeltics — to a few of his more imme-
diate Dependents — to a {mall Circle of Friends
and Neighbours — or to his own Party or Set in
Religion.  He efteems that Man his Neighbour,
 whoever he may be, that partakes of the fame
Nature with himfelf 5 with whom he has any
Intercourfe; to whom his Influence can any.
way extend 3 whois prefled with any Misfor-
tune that he can redrefs ; or who wants a kind
(Office that be can perform.

As the Happinefs of others is the Object of
Lis real and fervent Affeétion, he endeavours to
do the greatet Good 5 and cherefore he prefers
the Weltare of Communitics to that of Indivi-
duals. And alcho’ his Charity extends to the
whole Family of Maukind, and he can never
be perfwaded to do any Thing contrary to the
eencral Intereft 3 yet as his Abilities are limited,
he chicefly exerts himfe!f for chat Society in parti

ticular,
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ticular, to which lie is moft nearly related 3 in

which his Influence will be moft felt 5 and his
benevolent Defigns are mofl likely to take Fiffect,

Accordingly, that Charity that fecketh not ber
own, fornm the large-hearted and difinterefted
Patriot — his Boser glows with Love to his
Country — lie preiers it’s Peace and Profperity fo
bis chief Foy — his clear and active Head, his c-
loquent and perfwafive Tongue are employed in
it's Service — he is concerned that Religion and
Vertue may be proteted and flourifh in it —=
he promotes wife and falutary Y.aws — he pro-
vides afure Santuary to injured Innocence, and
that juft Vengeance may be dealt to the injurions
~-He forms Defigns of enlarging the Wealth
and Power of his Country, by enlarging it’s
Commerce 3 by removing what obftrudts it's
old Channels, and pointing out new ones ; and
by introducing and enicouraging the moft ufeful
Arts and Manufactures. Such Defigns, he iy
fenfible, when carried into Effett, produce an
unknown Deal of GGood 3 the Fruits of them
are rcaped by vaft Numbers at once 3 and they
tend to keep alive Induftry and Vertue among
a People.  And therctore, tho® his private Boun-
ties do often vific hbelplefs Poverty, in her re-
tired Abodes 3 yet he takes Care, that thefe
Bountics do not become the Wages of Idlenefs ;

o being
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being well aware, that shen they would be worfe
than loft ; and that nothing but Induftry, and
a full Employment of fuch as have Ability tfor
Work, can make Plenty and Happinefs circu-
late thro’ a whole Community.
L

T'he Man of chriftian Benevolence, does not
need to be greatly ftimulated and provoked to
fall in with any public-fpirited Defigns ; for he
13 ever ready to go before others, or to contend
with them — Fe does not always wait ’till Op-
portunitics of extenfive Beneficence offer them-
felves to him ;3 but he feeks themn 3 and if he has
a Capacity for it, he mmakes them. He engages in
generous Undertakings for the common Advan-
tage, not with Coldnefs and Indifference, but with
his whole Soul 3 with as much Eagernefs and
Alacrity, as the covetous Man embraces a fair
Project for advancing his own private Intereft :
and with as much Concern for Succefs,

He is accordingly ready, to fall in with fuch
Schemes for promoting the public Good, as are
attended only with a [robabiliry of Succefs.
He knows, fuch is the State of human Af.
fairs, that the beft luid Deligns, may by fome
Means or other be difappointed and mifcarry.,
He knows that in moft Things relating either to
private or {ocial Intercft, fomething is to be ha-

zarded 3
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garded 3 and he can chearfully caft bis Bread
wpon the Waters. And if the Good which he
defign’d, fhould happen after all not to take
place, it is yet no fmall Comfort to him, that
he heartly defigned it; and that it was not
prevented by any Failure on his Part.

- And as in profecuting fuch benevolent Inten-

tions, He is wife enough to forefee, from the
common Courfe of Things, a Variety of Diffi-
culties and Obftructions ; ‘he is accordingly pro-
vided, with Caution to avoid them ; with Pa.
tience to endure them 3 and with Refolution to
prefs thro’ them. Nor will a few common Dif-
couragements cool the generous Warmth of his
Mind ; and prevail upon him fuddenly to aban.
don a Defign, that appears clofely conneted
with that dear Object, the public Utility. And
indeed, to face thofe Difcouragements, and to
fuftain thofe Labours that at firft, commonly at-
tend any Undertaking of Importance to the Com-
munity, is no {mall Part of the Self-denial of that
Charity that fecketh not ber own.

Nor does his large and generous Heart, con-
tent it felf with doing Good, only to the prefent
Age. He places himfclf in Imagination among
future Generations ; and participates in the Plea-
fures and Pains of thofe who are to come after

him.
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him. His Breaft .is warmed with benevolent
Prafenfations for Pofterity ; and he endeavours
that the Fruits of his Charity may temain and
be enjoyed, when he ‘himfelf has no more a Por-
tion under the Sun ; and that thofe who are yet
unborn, may have Reafon to blefs God, that he
ever lived.

1 do not pretend, in this: fhort imperfett
Sketch, to have given you. a full Defcription of
Chriftian Charity I fhall: therefore fubjoin the
Delineation which St. Paw! himfelf has made
of this divine Vertue Charity, fays He, in our
Context, * fuffereth long and is kind »* — It
knows how to endure an Injury, and often to
recurn 2 Kindnefs to him that offers it. ~
¢ Charity envieth not >~ But gives to evcry
Mon his juft Portion of Refpe¢t and Praife 3 and
18 inwardly glad at his Profperity — ¢ Charity
vaunteth not it {elf ; is not puffed up ; doth not
behave it felf unfeemly ** — It difcharges a Man’s
Temper and Behaviour of all indecent Pride and
Infolence ; and foftens him to an obliging Conde-
{cention and Sweetnefs of Manners, — ¢ It is not
eafily provoked, thinketh no Ewvil” — It puts
the moft candid Conftruction upon the Words
and Behavinur of another, and is neither eafily nor
exceflively angry — ¢ It rejoyceth not in Ini-
quity, but rejoyceth in the Truth ** == Inftead

of
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of taking Pleafure in the Follies and Vices of o-
thers, it is rather glad when the Caufe of Truth
and Righteoufnefs prevails in the World—and far
from being fufpicious, cenforious, or revengeful
¢ It beareth all Things ; believeth ali Things ;
hopeth all Things ; and endureth all Things . —
This is that divine Temper which the Gofpel de-
figns to form us to ; and which the Spirit of God
produces in the Heart of every fincere Chriftian.
For we may remember that Charity is recko-
ned in Scripture among the Fruits of the Spirit
~ It is an Emanation from Him, whofe Office
it is to corret the moral Diforders of the human
Mind ; and who.affifts usin the Profecution of
that Goodnefs, which is an Image of himfel.f.

1 proceed now to fuggeft fome Things that
may ferve to recommend this difinterefted Cha-
rity ; and to fhew, how greatly we arc obliged
and encouraged to cultivate fuch a Temper.

IN the FirsT PLace then 3 the benevolent
Man aéts agreeable to the Law of Nature ; and
to that Conftitution of Things, which we find is
in Falt eftablithed in the World, A very little
Reflettion upon human Nature, and the Cir-
cumftances of Things in the prefent State, may
convince us of the Truth of that old Maxim,
That no Man is born for himfclf alone. Every

Individual
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adividaal ¢enpat hue be fenfible thae he is not
a Whole, and capable of {ubfiting by himfelf
but rather a Member of the great Body of Man-
kind, which muft diffolve and perifh, unlefs the
feveral Parts are compacted and kept together
by fome common Tie; —and this Tic can be
nothing elfe, but univerfal Benevolence. The
Author of Nature has plainly framed and fitted
us for one another ; and our mutwal Wants,
Weaknefles and Dependencies, do oblige us to
unite together, and embrace and fupport edch
other by a mutual Charity. - Nothing can be
more evidently agreable to the Conftitution of
Nature than fuch a Conduct ; fince the Conftitu:
tion of Nature renders it abfolutely neceflary —
And if I cannot fubfift in any tolerable Manner
without the kind Affiftance of my Neighbour ;
1 may alfo know, that myNeighbour cannot ftand
by himfelf without me : And if I think it reafos
nable to call upon him for Aid, it is certainly
full as reafonable, that he, in his Turn, fhould
demand Afliftance from me. Mutual Benevo-
lence then, is an univerfal and fundamental Law
of human Nature : — a Law of the laft Impor-
tance to Men — for thould we generally allow
our felves to tranfgrefs it 3 all Things would
immediately rufh into Confufion 3 and the World
be either deferted of it’s Inhabitants, or becéme
A Place of extreme Mifery, Univerfal Charity,

may
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may very well be compared to the great Law of
Gravltatnon, by which all Particles of Mattcr
mutually operate upon, and attra&t each other.
Itis by the Energy of this Principle — that the
Earth is confolidated and {upported — that the
heavenly Bodies are preferved in their Harmony
- and ,dxfpence their benign Influences upon us
with {o nice a Regulanty Nor is Atraétion
more neceflaty in the natural, than Benevolence
18 in the moral World. Benevolence is the Ce-
ment and Support — of Families — of Churches
e of States and Kingdoms — and of the great
Community of Mankind. It is this fingle Prin.
ciple, that conftitutes and preferves all the Peace
and Harmony, all the Beauty and Advantage of
Society. And this leads me to obferve,

Seconpry ; That the Law of Charity is agre-
able to, or rather partly conftituted by, the na-
tural Feelings and Propenfities of the human
Heart. We find implanted in our Bofoms cer-
tain focial Inftinéts, which do naturally and una-
voidably lead us tq an Intercourfe with our own
Species, and to rccxproc'zl Kindnefles and good
Offices.  This is evident from the Affeétion
which Parents bear to their Children ; which
carries them with Chearfulnefs thro’ all the Cares
and Fatigues of their Education, till they are
able to ftand alonc in the World, and provide

C for
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for themfelves ;3 and from the tender Concern for
their Welfare with which they continue to fol-
low them, after they are difmiffed from their
own immediate Care. This 15 evident, from
the warm Affe¢tion which Children of the fame
I'amily commonly bear to one another ; — from
the Ditpofion that appears in Men to form
themfelves into little Companies and Friendthips;
and from that ftrong Uneafinefs or Compaffion,
which immediately arifcs in the human Breaft,
upon the Sight of a miferable Objet ; efpecially
in Children, and fuch as have not by an Habit of
Cruelty rendered their Hearts hard and infenfi-
ble.  Such benevolent Propenfities as thefe,
found in fome Degree in all Conditions of Men,
do plaindy fhew that mutual Kindnefs, is really a
Iaw of our Nature. And hence it is, that
when any one difcovers an Infenfibility to the
Wants and Duftrefles of his own Species ; we
commonly call him, inhuman : intimating there-
by, that he has divefted himfelt of an cfiential
Principle of human Nature ; and forfeited the
Name of a Man. |

And indeed, {o clofely are the focial Affe@ions
interwove with our Nature, that it is ftrange to
obferve, what an hard Matter fome Men find it
wholly to eradicate them. For it is remarked,
that ¢ven Robbers and Murderers, who have bid

De-
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Defiance to all the Laws of Socicty, are yet
naturally. led to found fmaller Communities a-
mong themfelves 5 in which thev pay a Regard
to the Rules of Juitice and Kindnefs. And {o
evidently do they fhow that the benevolent In-
- Lints are not wholly extinguifhed in their Breafts,
that they canuot enjoy the Spoils of Raping,
without fharing them ameng their Companions :
nar can they relith the Fruits of Violence, un-
lefs they are intermixed with fome Senfations of
Friendthip. Since then the Neceflity of obfer-
ving the Law of Love is fo ~reat; fince the
State of the World affords fo mnuch Scope for
the Bxercife of it ; and Men have {uch ftrong
natural Propenfities to Kindnefs and Friendfhip,
we may from all this be well affured,

In the Tiirp Place, That the Charity whicl:
[fecketh not ber cwn, is agreeable to the Will of
our Almighty Creator; andan important Law
of his Kingdom. He has founded that Confti-
tution of Things, which renders mutual Bene-
volence {o abfolutely neceffary — He, the Fa-
ther of Mercies, has foftened the human Breaft
with Compaflion — And He, in the Wifdom
of his Providence, affords us fo many and fe
various Occafions, for the Exertment of it. He
has yet more plainly and exprefly obliged us to
mutual Love, by the written Revelation of his

C 2 Will ¢
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will: and added the greateft and moft affedt-
ing Motives to encourage us to the Prattice of
this Vertue. God, not only obferves and ap-
proves our Charitics, but has reprefented him-
{elf in his Word, as taking the Place of the In-
digent and Miferable among Men, and accepting
every Kindnefs done to them, as tho'’ it were an
Obligation laid upon himfelf. ¢ He that giveth
to the Poor, lendeth to the Lord. **= Difinte:
refted Benevolence, is in a peculiar Manner, the
T.aw of Chriftianity ; and not the lealt Honour
of our divine Religion. The Love of God, is
indeed the firft and great Commandment :  but
the fecond, which obliges us to love our Neigh~
bour as ourfelves, our Lord has told us, is like
unto the firlt ; — of great Importance, and uni-
verfal Obligation. This is the Temper, which
Ile recommends to his Followers, as their ami-
able Charatteriflic, and that by which they might
beft diftinguith themfelves, from the reft of
Mankind, ¢ By this, fhall all Men know that
ve are my Difciples, if ye love one another. *
Nor is there o Grace of the chriftian L.ife, that
is more frequently mentioned, or has larger En-
comiums beftowed upon it, in the Writings of
the Apoftles. ¢ + Tho’ I {peak, fays St. Paul,
with the Tongucs of Men and of Angels, and
have not Clurity, T am become as founding
Brials, or a tinkling Cymbal, And tho' 1 have
| the

b Coro 13,1,
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the &ift of Prophefy, and undetftand all Myfte.
fits, and dll Knowledgeé 3 and tho' [ have all
Faith, fo that J could remove Mountains, and
Have no Charity, 1am nothing. ™ This is the
End of tbe Conitdiidmens — This, is the Bind

of Perfeitnefs,

Ix the Founn Pracs’y ‘What esh be mére
hohowrablé, of erfdeii' us more to our fellow Men,
thar fuch a generois extenfive Charity. ¢ Your
% (30ds, fays Cictro to the Epicurians, deferve
“ no Worfhip or Adoration, with whatever
¢ imaginary Perfeftions you may endow them ;
“for they are totally ufeles and inactive. *
No Talents entitle us to Efteem, but fuch as
are applied to the Good of Mankind. Where
Benevolence is wanting, the Character is odious
and thocking ; but Wwhere this prevails, it is not
suly right, but beautiful. This fheds a Glory
round the Perfon who pofleffes it, like that
which was feen on Mofes, when he came down
from the Mount; or that which fat upon St.
Stephen, when his Face was beheld as the Face

of an Angel,

It enobles our Nature, by conforming us to
the beft, and moft glorious Patterns. It is thar,
by which great and good NMen in ancient Days,
have renderad their Memory dear to Pofterity.

Their
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Their patriotic Spirit, their diffulive Benevolence,
has given them the good Name which is better
than precions QOintment 3 ~ {0 that they are
had in everlalting Remembrance ; and live in
Hiftory, the Ornaments of human Nature, and
Patterns for fucceeding (senerations. A public
Spirit, was the chief Quality, which the Pagan
Nations admired in theiv Heroes when living ;
and for which_they paid them divine Honours
after their Deceafe. This diftinguithed Mofes,
the celebrated Lawgiver of the Jewith Nation.
How bravely did he facrifice, even in the Prime
and Vigour of Life, the Pleafures of Luxury,
and the tempting Profpect of Power, to the In-
teret of his Country. The Court of Pbaraok,
had no Entertainments for him, while his Bre-
thren the Ifraelites, were groaning under a cruel
Bondage. He chofe to take his Lot among
them, and to ‘fhare in their Sufferings, rather
than to triumph upon the Ruins of their Liberty
and Happinefs, as the adopted Son of Pharoab’s
Daughter. And after refigning the Hopes of a
Crown, what - glorious Hazards did he run, that
tiat he might become, under God, their Deli-
verer, and lcad them from the Land of Slavery,
« He forfook Egypt, not fearing the Wrath of
the King; and refufed to be called the Son of Pha-
roak’s Daughter 5 chufing rather to fufter Af-
flition with the People of God, than to enjoy

the
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the Pleafures of Sin for a Seafon ; efteeming
the chroach of Chrift, greater Riches than the
Treafures in Egypt *.’’ ~——— The fame Spirit
inhabited the Breaft of David, who was aftcr-
wards chofen by God, 'to rule over this favou-
rite. Nation. His Life was almoft a continued
Scene of Toil and Danger for the publick Good.
And how paffionate are his Withes, for the Prof-
fperity of his Kingdom ; and of Ferufalem in
particular, the beloved Metropolis ! ¢ Pray for
the Peace of Ferufalem ; they fhall profper that
love thee. Peace be within thy Walls, and
Profperity within thy Palaces. For my Brethren
and Companions Sakes I will now fay, Peace be
within thee. Becaufe ot the Houfe of the Lord
our God, I will feek thy Good. 1+ **—— The
fame difinterefted Benevolence, animated the A-
poftles of our Lord, and carried them thro’ fuch
uncommon Labours and Sufferings, in propaga-
ting thro’ the World, the glad Tidings of Sal-
vation. St. Pau/ in particular, was remarkable
for it ; who fo vehemently defired the Happinefs
of the whole Jewith Nation, that he could almoft
¢ wifh himfelf accurfed from Chnift, for his Bre-
thren, his Kinfmen according to the Fleth §. —
This Temper reigns in the blefled Angels. They

* Heb. xi. 24, 29, 4 Plal. 122, from ver. 6,

§ Rom, q. 1.
do
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do not difdain to become the Minifters of Pro,
vidence, to inferior Beings. » They are the Guar-
dians of human Kind :. and their Benevolencc
renders them warm and aive as @ Flame of
Fire, in all Offices of Kindnefs to the Heirs of
Salvation.

Ghamy conforms us to the Son of God him-
felf : in whom it appearcd mﬂ; a Luftre truly
divine.  This, brought him from Heaven to
Earth 3 and carried him abows doing  Good.
This fupported him under the amazing Humi.
liations. and Sorrows of his Life ; and adorned
it with fo many Miracles of Mercy. And this
engaged him at laft to lay down his Life for
the Salvation of Men. What other Motive
can we need, my Brethren, to awaken inusa
warm diffufive Benevolence ! when we + ¢ know
the Grace of our Lord Jefus, who tho’ he was
rich, yet for our fakes he became poor, that we
thro’ his Poverty might be rich ”*.  What Heart
can refift thofe melting Words of our Redeemer?
¢ Even as I bave loved you, that ye alfo love
ane anocher . |

Nor is there any Thing that can give us
a nearer Refemblance of the great I'ather of

+ 2 Cor. 8, @
Spirits 3
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Spirits 3 the Pattern of Perfe®ion. To his free,
diltinterefted, and boundlefs Goodnefs, we owe
our Beings : and the Univerfe, with all it's Ex-
ubcrance of Beauty and Happinefs {prung from
the fame Source.  God is Love ; — He delights
to exercife Loving-Kindnefs in the Larth 3 his
tender Mercies are over all his Works. And to
be benevolent, is really to partake of a divine
Nature,

Acain; The Temper we are recommending,
does in the moft effetual Manner advance our
privace Intereft,  If Charity fecketh not her own,
yet fhe always finds it 3 and Self-Love may be
improved as a Motive, to the Prattice of this
Vertue. It gains us the Confidence of Men,
and enlarges our Credit in the World. It de-
rives the Bleffing of Heaven upon our fecular
Affairs, and entitles us to the peculiar Care of
Providence. { ¢ Truftin theLord, and do good,
and fo thalt thou dweli in the Land, and verily
thou fhalt be fed. The liberal Soul fhall be made
fat ; and he that watercth fhall be watered alfo
himfelf. ”  The Advantages of it defcend to our
Pofterity ; the Blefling of God comes upon them
alfo : and the Kindnefles of the good Man, are
pot feldom repaid to his Children. * ¢ I have

| PGl 37.3.  * Pl 37. 23, 26,
D ~ been
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been young, f{ays the Pfalmift; and now am
old ; yet have I not feen the Righteous for-
{aken, or his Seed begging Bread. He is ever
merciful and lendeth, and his Seed is bleffed. **
And as Happinefs is the only Thing worth pof-
{¢fling, for it’s own fake ; weought to remem-
ber, that Charity is the very Temper of Happi--
nefe. It puts the Soul into a natural, and right
Potture : it frees us from the violent Diftortions
and Convulfions of Envy and Malice, and fuch
like rancarous and tormenting Paffions ; and im-

mediately gives us a ferene Self-Enjoyment. -

The felfilh Man can only enjoy his own fin-
gle Portion ; and it would be well for him,
if he could enjoy that : but this we find is fel-
dom the Cafe. ¢ + There is an Evil under the.
Sun, and it is common among Men : a Man to.
whom God hath given Riches and Wealth, fa
that he wanteth nothing for his Soul of all that
he defireth ; yet hath he not Power to eat
thereof. * His Heart is fo contracted, and hard,
that it admits but few Pleafures 3 and feels thofe
only that are of the groffeft Kind. Whereas the
benevolent Man, has a quick Senfibility of the
pureft and moft fublime Entertainments, And
~while he relithes thofe Enjoyments that proper-

b Feelef 6. 1, 2

by
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ly belong to himfelf, he has the Art of convert-
ing the Enjoyments of others into his own.
His large and open Heart partakes of the Satis-
factions' of “all around him. * But efpecially does
he fhare in that Happinefs which he himfelf has
produced. They only who have tafted it, can
know, the refined Luxury of doing good : and
it is very hard to dcfcribe the foft and exquifite
Touches of Pleafure, that play upon the Heart
of that Man, who ftills the Cry of the Orphan ;
who comforts the Widow’s JHeart : and by find-
ing an Employment for honeft Poverty, chafes
away moaping Idlenefs, and meagre Want ; and
introduces chearful Induftry, and fmnlmg Plenty,
in their ftead. 'The Joy, which the good Man
receives, upon fuch Occalions, is greater than
what he communicates. The Donor, as our Lord
has obferved, is happier than the obliged ; for
it is moré blefled to give than to receive, —
The 'Pleafure returns upon himfelf ; but it e~
torns improved and enlarged. Even the very
Tears of Benevolence, are more delightful,
than the Joys of Selfifhnefs. Compaflion is an
agreable Anguith; — a Kind of Pleafure, thac
we canfnot be perfwaded to part with, but for a
greater one of the fame Nature, — the Rchc
of the fuffering ObjC&

Thus it appears, that the focial Afleciion:
D 2 grers
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were implanted in us, not only for the fake of
others, but alfo for our own ; and that by cul-
tivating thefe, we enlarge the Means of private
Happinefs. The moft dire€t Way to fecure this,
is to treat it as wife Men do Fame : if we em-
ploy qur Attention wholly upon it, and attempt
to grafp it tog eagerly, it flies from us and
eludes .our Hapes: but if we feem to reglet
it, and heartily purfue the Good of others 3
Self- Enjoyment, comes to us of &’s own accord.

Thé Joys of Benevolence, are indeed fe great,
and it {o certainly tends to private Happinefs,
that fome have confounded it with Self-Love.
And becaufe we fo unavoidably do good to our
lclves, by doing good'to others, they have denied
that. any fuch Principle as difinterefted Charity,
1s to be found in human Nature. But whence is
it that the good Man is fo clofely united to his
Neighbour, that he becomes another Self : and
in relieving him, he relieves himfelf @ This ine
timate Union, which is the Foundation of the
Pleafure, can only be made by {ome benevolent
Inftinct, or Principie 3 and this Principle, whate
ever we may call ity muft be difinterefted. We
cannot take Delight in the Happinefs of others,
‘unlefs we really love it and have fome ge-
nernus Atlections that terminate in it, as their
ultimate Onject,

In
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In the 1AsT Pracr, ‘The Charity which
the Gofpel recommetds, will be a Fund of Joy
to ys, thro’out Eternity, Belides the prefent
Pleafure and Advantage which it yields, it is a-
mong the Things that accompany Salvation ; and
to which the Promifes of cternal Life, the free
Gift of God thro’ Jefus Chrift, are annexed. As
it leads us to.make the proper Improvement
of our Powers and Advantagcs s and to fill up
the Station affigned us in the World 5 it prepares
us, to appear with Comfort before our Judge ;
wha has Jet us know, that Charity is one fpe-
cial Arncle, upon which Men fhall be tried in
the Day of Recompence.— And that then, Acts
of Kindnefs to the indigent will be accepted
and rewarded by hzm, as tho’ he himfelf had
needed and received them. * ¢ Inafmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the leaft of thefe my
Brethrcn, ye have done it unto me’

This Grace is no fmall Part of our ¢ Mect-
nefs for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. *
Tt is the very Temper of Heaven ; and confti-
tutes in a good Meafure the Harmony and Fe-
licity of it. There, it abides for ever ; and it’s
Pleafures will be perpetually improved. Far

tho’ Faith and Hope may be done away, yer
Charity never fails,

® Matth. 2¢. 4. ,
*M 25 4 Tur
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THe Subject might afford us feveral impor-
tant Refle®tions ; but I fhall wave them all,
and come immediately to fay fomething upon
the Occafion of our being now met together.—
And having endeavoured to open in fome Mea-
fure the Nature of chriftian Benevolence, and
offered fome Things to engage you to the Prac-
tice of it: I would now beg: Leave' to ‘point
out to you one particular- Channel, in which']
humbly apprehend your Charity “ought to flow ;
and to call upon you to affift and ftrengthen
the Society not long fince formed among us,
for encouraging Induftry and employing the Poor.

' There is fearcely any need, to reprefent the
Goodnefs of fuch a Defign in genera] ; and to
thew of what Importance it is to a Community,
to promote Induftry, and difcountenance Idle-
nefs. Idlenefs — The Nurfe of Vices; the Ene-
my of Sclf-Enjoyment ; and deftruive at once
both to the Bodies and Souls of Men. Like the
fabled Gorgor’s Head, it turns Men into Stocks
and Stones, or rénders them worfe than Blanks
in the Creation of God. It enfeebley the Body,
and tends to fill it with Difeafes.— It hebetates
and rufts the Faculties of the Mind ; and iritrbg-
duces acertain Lafficude, and gloomy Inquiets
nefs, which often renders Life itfelf, taftlefd or
hurdenfome.  If it dees not find Men poor, it

foon
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foon makes them fo : and leads them on t6 In-
temperance and Debauchery : to the little Arts
of Falfchood and Knavery ; and at length to
Rapine and Murder. .- Nor is it lefs inimical to
the public Welfare, than to private Happinefs.
Idlenefs, will either totally deftroy 2 Community ;
or keep it forever poor and low ; and render the
faireft Advantages of Nature, the moft extenfive
Bounties of Providence, altogether ufelefs. In
vain are the Lines fallen to usin a pleafant Place ;
@ goodly Heritage : In vain have we warm Suns,
and prolific Showers : an healthful Air, and a
fruitful Soil : In vain do our Sheres form them-
felves into large and commodious Havens : In vain
do the ftately Pines and Oaks grow around us ;
and the Fifh crowd in fuch Multitudes upon
our Coafts ; — thefe Advantages are loft, unlefs
properly improved. by the Hand of Induftry.
Idlenefs would fit ftill, and pine and ftarve
amidft all thefe Means of Plenty, neither fucking
of the Abundance of the Seas y nor digging for the
Treafures bid in the Land, How charitable then
18 their Defign who endeavour to banith this
Foe to public Happinefs : and to intraduce In-
dufiry in it’s ftead.

When we mention this Vertue, we cannot but
immediately reflet upon the Bleflings, which
under the Smiles of Providence, it has procured

to
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to Mankmd g the Fields it has planted and
reaped ;— the Flocks and Herds it has railed ;e
the Cities it has founded and fupported : — the
Navies it has built ; and the Commerce it has
fuftained. Induftry, turns even the Wildernefs
into a fruitful Field, and the barren Rock inte
a luxurious Soil. Thofe Nations to whom Na-
ture has been parfimonious, or rather, to whom
Providence has given but few natural Advan-
tages, have by the Dint of Diligence, not only
procured themfelves the Neceflaries, but even
aboundcd in all the Comforts of Llfc .

And why may not Induftry be encouraged to
refide here, as well as in other Places : and ren-
der us as happy as it has done them. Perhaps
our Soil and Scituation, tho' upon the whole
we have no reafon to complain, make it at leaft as
neceffary for us, as it is for any of our fouthern
Neighbours : and certainly our Climate is as well
adapted as theirs, to carry us thro’ the Labours
ofit. If our Land fhould be thought more
{tubborn, and hard to fubdue ; our Bodies at
rhe fame time, may be more healthy and robuft.
Nor is the civi] Liberty enjoyed among us, and
upon which our Nation and it's Colonies may
juftly value thetnfelves, an inconfiderable Encou-
ragement to Induftry. We cannot wonder to
fee Idlencfs prevail in thofe Countries, where

Tyranoy
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Tyranny. riots. upon the Fruits of honeft Di-
ligence *. We cannot. wonder that Men: thould
abandon themfelves to inglorious Sloth, and feek
for no more than what is neceffary to a bare
Subliftence, when Poverty is their beft Security ;
and if they plant, they are affured before-hand
that another will reap. But how ftrange muft
i appear in us, to neglect our natural Advan-
tages, or make but little Improvement of them,
when every Man may Jiz under bis own Vine,
and under. bis own Fig-Tree; and enjoy with
Security, what he has earned with the Sweat of
his Face. When ev’ry Man partakes in that
Liberty that fweetens Labour; and renders the
- Fruits .of it worth the Enjoyme:.

WM

e @ But- what avail her unexhaufted Stores,
Her blooming Mountsins, and her funny Shores,
While proud Oppreflion, in her Vallies reigns,
And Tyranny ufurps her happy Plaing ?

" The poor Inhabitant beholds in vain,
The red'ning Orange, and the fwelling Grain:
Joylefs he fees the growing Oils and Wines,
And in the Myriie's fragrant Shade repines :
Starves in the midlt of Nature's Bounty curlt,
And in the loaden Vineyard dies for Thirt,

Oh Liberty, Thou Goddefs heav'nly bright, €e'e,
Addijon’s Letter from [y, to1 ard Halifax.

L The
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The Strength and Profperity of a Countty,
depend in a'good Meafure upon the Induftry
and full Employment of it’s Inhabitants, and
not altogether upon their Numbers. This is
evident from the Cafe of Ireland, which a few
Yecars ago abounded in Idlenefs and the miferable
‘Attendants of it ; and notwithftanding it’s fer-
tile Soil, did not¢ fupport 1t’s own Children.
Infomuch that one who -was weil acquainted
with the State of that Kingdom, and' a hearty
Friend to it, had Occafion to make this: Rémark.
+ ¢ We are a Country, where contrary to the
old Maxim, Numbers are the Poverty, not the
Riches of the Nation .  So that while we are
endeavouring to increafe our Numbers, -and ex-
tend our Settlements, it behoves us to take Care,
that the Community be not like fome fickly
Bodies, which {fwell and enlarge their Bulk, tho’
the Habit is relaxt, and ¢the nobler Organs of
Jife fatally ditempered. Induftry and Fruga-
lity muft promote and accompany our Growth ;
they muft drain off the ill Humors of the State ;
and give that Strength and Compa&tednefs to
the Darts, which conftitutes the true IHealth and
Vigour of the whole.—Nor is there a more ef-
fu€tual Way to encourage an Addition to our
Numbers, than to find afull Employment for

4 Dr. Senif.
mare ;
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mores and by eftablihing fome profitable Ma-
nufactures, to make Provifion for their cog-
fortable Subfiftence. For thofe Places will natu-
rally abound with People, where there is Plonty
of the Means of a Livelihood.

Az to the partxcular Mcthod of employing
the Poor, which this Scciety has gone into,
by fetting up the Linnen Manufatture; it is
perhaps, as likely to benefit the Community, as
any way that can well be devifed. Great Quan-
tiies of Linnen are imported ‘yearly from A-
broad, and confumed among us : fo that could
we {upply our felves. with this Aricle, it muft
be a prodigious Saving to the Province. Our
Soil, 1z well fuited for the raifing of Flax ; and I
am told it is now cheaper among us, than in
Jreland ; And as the Enlargement of this Manu-
facture will increafe the Demand for Flax, it wili
encourage the better Improvement of our Lands -
an? fupport the Farmer, as well as the Manu-
fastyner.  The Flax-Secd may ferve us &8 a very
profitable. “Artide of Exportation : and as te
Linren Manufatture grows in Jreland, the De-
mand tor Seed will grow with it.  The Province
of Pennfylvania, exported the lat Year, no lefs
then ten Choufand Hogfheads 5 computed to be
worth feventy Thoufand Doilurs @ tho’ fifteen or
twenty Years ago, they exported none.  This

‘Ja 2 Mmay
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may flioWpus, what this Article of Exportation,
inconfiderable as it now is among us, may one
Day arife to. .

And if we confider the Number of Hands
zhat this Bufinefs will employ, efpecially of poor
‘Widows and Orphans, who have of Jate Years
fo much increifed in the Town, and wlwofe
Support, for want of proper Employment, has
been a prodigious Weight to the Comimunity,
we cannot hefitate as.to the Expediency of it.—
Spinning is a Work, peculiarly adapted. to pre-
vent Idlenefs ; as it may be carried: on: almoft at
any Sealon ; 1s it may be laid afide and refumed
many Times in a Day, without Difadvantage ;
and fo ferve to fill up thofe little-Vacancies of
‘Time, that neceffarily intervenc between other
Kinds of Bufinefs. Thefe little Savings of Time,
thay amount to fomething valuable at the Year’s
I'nd.: and all this is- agreable to the Command
of our Lord upon anoetherOccafion 3 ¢ Gather up
the Fragnients that notbing belof. -In this Way,
the Poor of the Town, who have certainly lefs
Employ:ment noew than formerly, and who per-
haps would be glad to work at a cheaper Rate,
may iraprove their Time to goed Advantage :
and be prevented from fliding into an Habit of
Idlene's, and the wretched Confequences of it.
In this Way, the Children of the Town, and

cipecially
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efpeciilly thofeof the lower Sort, may be happily
formed to an. Habit of Induftry : an' Habic
which is feldom acquired uniefs the Foundation
for it be laid i the Beginning of Life. - They
say be trained up, not only to endure, but
even to Jove a conftant Employment. And fome
who have vifieed the Spinning-Schools, have
abferved with Pleafure, that chis is the Cafe al-
ready: and that Induftry adds fomething, even

to the innocent Gaiety and Spnghtlmefs of
C’hﬂdkab& | 2

‘I')ns U!ndemlmgu at prefmt m mucﬁ great
er Forwardnefs, all Circumftances confidered;
than could well have been expeted. The Bes
nefic. of 1t is already, in fome Meafure, fefe:
And it isin Patt owing to this Manufacture, that
the Gentlemen who have thc Care of the Poor m
the Town, have now fewer Calls for their Rehef
than formerly. There are about Two Hundred
and Fifty, who get the chief of their Subﬁf'ccﬁcc,
by fpinning for the Society ; and near as many
more, who {pin for themfelves: And fo far are
People from being backward to fend their Chil-
dren to be taught, that more are offered, than
the prefent Stock of the Society will allow them
to provide for : fo that there is 'great need of
the Contributions of the well-difpofed, to carry
en an Undertaking fo happily begun.

Linnen,
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" Linnen, I am informed, is now ‘made cheapdr
among us, than it can sbe ‘mported- and- fold:
But if this were not the Cafe at prefent,
ought not to difcourage us from profecuting the
Defign. Habit and Experience will bring along
with them, many facilitating expediting Arts,
by which the fame Work may be done in lefs
Time, and confequently -be afforded cheapen
This has been found true in all Countries, where
‘fuch Manufatures have . been: eftablithed's and
accordingly wife and public fpirited Perfons, have
been ever ready,by joint Stocks and Subferiptions,
to overcome the Difficulties -that always attend
them in their frft Introdu@ion. And - fhould
this Undertaking, after fo much has been done
towards it, fail ac laft, for want of proper Supe~
port, it cannot but prove a very great Difcou-

ragement -to any future Attempts of this Nature.
for the common Good.

The Public are very much obliged to thofe
Gentlemea who have the more immediate Con-
du&t of this Defign ; and who have generoully
given fo -much of their Time and Attention to
it; as well as to others, who have affifted it by
sheir Subfcriptions. We hope none will be wea-
ry of thus doing well, fince they have fucha
fair Profpet of reaping in due Seafon, if they
faint not : and that many others will now be

induced
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induced to fall in with, and promote the Under-
taking : more efpecially fince our honoured
Ruters have been pledfed to patronize it; and
to' make a conflderable. Grant for it's Encou.
ragement. It is by a general and hearty Con-
cuzrence in fuch good Defigns, that we may hope
to fec Vertue, Plenty, and Happmcfs, take up
thcu' Relidence among us. |

We have- now an Opportumty of dtfpenﬁng
our: Charity in & Way the moft effeftual to
relieve the immediaté Objeéts of it : and to
benéfit the whole .Community : — An Opper-
tunity to thew our Compaffion to the Poor, not
only -upon Account. of their Poverty, but alfo
that Idlenefs, which is often the Parent of it,
and 2 more miferable Thing than fimple Pover-
ty.¢' and by finding an Employment for them,
va. put them into a €apacity of decently refund-
ing;+in a good Meafure, what they receive ; and
of increafing the Welfare of the Community, in
Proportion as they are relieved themfelves. It
i painful to a gerierous Mind to be wholly
dependent, .and meerly 2 Recipient; and the
Poor .of this Sort will rejoice to find, that they
are not altogct%r burdenfome or ufelefs: but
can -turn the Bouniies by which they themfelves
are fupported, into a common Good.

We
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.- Wia have now an Opportunity of centribu.
ting to the Happinefs of many poar Children ¢
by providing them with the Means of an honeft
Livelihood, And it is not unlikely, that by
fuch Charities, many among us will be formed
to the besutiful Charafter which S§olomon has
giveaus of the vertuous Woman. * «¢ She feeks
seth Wool and Flax, and worketh diligently with
her Hands.  She confidereth a Field and buyeth
it 3 wigh the Fruit of her Hand, the plangath a
Vineyard, She layesh her Hand to the Spindle
sad her Flands hold the Diffsff, She makath
fine Linnon and felleth i, and deliveseth: Gis-
dles unto the Merchants. . She Jooketh well 29
the Ways of her Houfe-holdy and llmh M
the Bread of Idlene(s *’. |

We havve now an Opporcumty of etmﬂng
our Benevolence even to late Pofterity 3 by ¢com-
tributing to a Defign that looks forward to them ¢
and which, if properly fupporced, may prove
a Fousdation for many Generations.~ And i .oix
Breafts are warmed with difinterefted Charity,
we cannot but be concerned for thafe .that ate
yet to be born : Like the benevolent old Man,
:V Cicero’s Book of Friendbip, who planted
Trees for the Benefit of Poftericy ; and if be

® Prov. ch. 31.
were
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were afk’d, why he was {o much Goncerned for
whuhc himfelf could naver live to enjoy, his An-
fwer was réady : ¢ Itis the Confolation of mine
Agy : it is agreable to the Will of che Immor-
tal Gods, that as I have cnjoyed the Fruic of

their, Labours who have gone before me, thofe
who come after me, ﬂxouldt be the better fot

L} .'
l\;’p;d l B

?&o._da good in fuch 8 Way as we are now
invited to, is indeed s0 fow ) & Figure, which the
facred Whriters frequently make ufe of, in recortie
mendiag Charity and good Works. The unern-
~ ¢d Alms, which have perhaps been too indiferi-
minately difpenfed. samong us, are like {mall Por-
tions of Grain, which. beihg defigned to- anfwer s
prefent Neceflity, are quickly confumed ; with-
out producing any extenfive or lafting Good.
But this Kind of Charicy, under difcreet and
faithful Management, is a living Sced, ¢ that
takes Root apd fprings; up, and brings forth
Fruit an Hundred Fold. * Like the Handful
of Corn, of which the rcyal Pfalmitt fings, sbe
Fruit skereof foall foake like Lebanon, and they

of the City bdll fowrilli I:kl foe Grafs of the
Field,

May God mukiply fuch public-fpirited De-

figns among us ; and fmile upon au Attempts,
F to




(38

to give the Poor & comfortable Subfiftence; ac:
cording to his wife Appointment, by Means of
their own Induftry. ' < Let thy Work ap-
pear, O Lord, unto thy Sérvants, and thy Clo-
ry unto their Children: Let the Beauty of the
Lord our God be uponiis; and eftablith- the
Work. of our Hands:: - That the Sons of New-
England, may be as Plants grown up in their
Youth ; That her Daughters may be as Cor-
nér: Stones; polithed: after the Similitude of a
Palace : ‘thav our Garners may be full, affording
all manner of Store: “that our Sheep may Wwing
Yorth Thoufands and ‘ten Thoufands in our
Streets : that our Oxen may be ftrong to labour :
and' there be no Complaining in our Streets.
Happy is the People, shat isin fuch a Cafe; yea
happy is that People, whofe God is the Losd, 5
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