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PRETFACE

HATE VER approbaﬂon the following dif>

courfe mizat receive, when it was delivered
from the pulplt the author is too well acquamted

with the prefent ftate of literary opinions, to expec,.
that. it will obtain: oeneral approbation when it iffues
from the prefs. Though the importance of its con-
clufions, he hopes; will atleaft fecure a candid exami-
nation of the truth of its prln(:lples., Biit as the ac-
quifition of popular fame has never been the ‘object:

of his publications,. the non-attainment of it can never
prove a difappointment to his wifhes.

- As the nature of the followmg difcourfe would |
‘allow but a fmall portl,on of time_ to an inveftigation .
of the PROGRESSIONS "of SCIENCE, and the DEVE~ -
LOPEMENT OF THE FACULTIES OF THE MIND ; the -
author was under fome difficulty to comprehend that:
difcuffion within fuch bounds, as fhiould render it full :
without prolixity, and brief w1thout obfcurrty Butas -
he has many other obfervations to offer to the public -
upon that head, Wthh have a lefs intimate conne&ion; -

with.



PREVFACE

with the immediate {ubje of this difcourie, he means
{peedily to publifh an APPENDIX, which will cont:-:
further remarks upon the LIBERAL ARTS, the facu.
of INTELLECT, the art of LOGIC, and the icience
of MATHEMATICS and of METAPHYSICE,

Confcious that many of thofe opinions ftrongly
militate againit the learned prepudices of the age, he
does not flatter himfelf with the hopes of making
many converts. But at the fame time, as confcious
from repeated inveftigations, that they arc firmly
tounded upon truth; he trufts, that what the fond
prepofleflions of the prefent age may oppole, the un-
byaffed judgement of future times will confirm.
And if in a {ituation diftant from many of the ad-
vantages of a lcarned retreat, and amidft avocations
remote for the moft part from literary purfuits, he
may hope to be remembered, as one, who in fome
meaiure contributed to the advancement of {cience
in general, and of religion in particular; —this hope
opens a proipect, to which he may now look forward
with pleafure, and upon which he may hereafter look
back with {atisfaction.

Lol
LIS T



1 THES. v. 21.

PROVE ALL THINGS, HOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD.

Metaphor and an allufion feem to be contained in
the words of the ongmal, which are not implied
in this tranflation. They may therefore perhaps
be more elegantly, and at the fame time more forcibly render-
ed, thus : Assay &/l things, hold faft the ro xarov, the BEAUTIFUL.
The very epithet, by which {fome of the antient philofophers
charatterized virtue. Aflent not, fays the apoftle, without
examination, weigh,—ponder,~—and con{lder,~call reafon to
your aid—that will feparate the precious metal from the mere
glittering ore,—eternal trath from {pecious error,—and pre-
ferve the defecated mafs, as a treafure of the greateft beauty,

and of the higheft value.

This exhortation of the apoftle, was certainly very neceflary
in the iNrFaNcy of chrftianity; when many attempted, falla-
cioufly to obtrude on mankind their own devices, for doctrines
ftamped with the authority of a divine commuflion.  But per-
haps 1t will not be found lels ufeful, even in its MmaTURITY,

For as it 1s impoffible, but that the works even of infpired
: WrIters
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-writers Thould beliable to human mifconftruétion, it wil] cer-
tainly be the lot of fome chriftians in every age, to read with-
out knowledge, and to believe without proof*.

We are in danger of making flipwreck of eur faith from op.
pofite rocks, equally fatal. IeNoRANCE and INDOLENCE may
carry us fupinely into the eddy formed by the one; BiGoTRY
and SELF-CONCEIT may drive us precipitately upon the other.
The former enfures the ruin of our faith, whether as to the
doCtrines or evidence of religion, by too ealy and credulous an

aflent to whatever pretends to the authority of a divine fané-
jon.  The latter, by a carelefs and obftinate rejection of alt
evidence and every doctrine, which does not at firft glance
convey an intuitive evidence of its truth. As a NEGLECT of ‘
REASON, is the only certain caufe of thefe dangers, fo the ex-
ercisk of that faculty, is, the only human mean of fafety.

I thall therefore take the occafion, the text affords, of en.
quiring, how far it appears from the prINcIPLES and PRro-
GREsSS of SCIENSE, that DIVINE REVELATIONS WeI't NECESSARY
v0 AssisT the ENERGIES, and suPPLY the DEFICIENCIES of
nuMAN REASON., And I fhall further endeavour to deduce
from the fame fource, the RIGHT EXERCISE Of THAT TALENT
UPON the DOCTRINES of REVELATION.

An

:* See thf: Author’s former difcourfe preached before the Univerfity of Cam-
bridge, entitled, The Power of Chriflianity cver tke malignant Peffions afferted ; the

: / " SRS
real Caules of .}"t‘rﬁfﬁf{ﬂ{rs amangft Chrifiiansy and tle true gr.unds of mutual For-
bearance 1n religious Opinions exp gined,
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An enquiry, whicin may perhaps eventually diffufe brighter
rays of glory around the memories of the FouNDERs, and PA-
TroNs of this eminent feat of learning, than any with which
the moft rhetorical panegyric could encircle them. For, as
the advancement of RELIGION was the END THEIR PIETY DE-
sIGNED; fo, the furnifhing every aid for the cultivation of
REASON, was the MEAN THEIR WISDOM SUGGESTED., And
though this enquiry be purfued in a well worn path*, there
will perhaps be found fruit hanging within our reach, which
the hand has not yet gathered; and probably new feeds of
knowledge fpringing up within our view, which the eye has
not hitherto explored.

Whoever carefully examines the hiftory of knowledge, and
traces the progreflions of fcience, will find, that the progrefs
of every nation, and even of the fucceflive ages of the world,
1s analogous to the gradations of each individual perfon.

Of all the powers and faculties of the human mind, sEN-
saTIoN and pErRCePTION firft enter the avenue which leads to
knowledge. ImacinaTion follows next, or rather walks
hand in hand with MEMory. 'Then comes rREason with flow
and cautious tread. By viewing with attentive eye, arranging
and diftributing into their proper claffes, and comparing toge-
ther all the different objects of fenfe, theirr mutual relations to
each other, and their various ufes to man, it plants the fciences

B of

* See in particular the learned Bifhop of Carlifle’s vajuable Theory of
Religion,
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of NATURAL H1sTORY and of puvsics, [From them germia
nate MEDICINE, and all the useErFuUL ARTS, even GEOMETRY
and ALGeBRA, and from them various other {ciences {pread
their thick and almoft inumerable branches. By contem-

plating the different 1deas which memory or imagination re-
tains, by tracing our internal perceptions, or the various in-
{tints, impulfes, and paflions which agitate the breaft, by
forming combinations of the ideas derived rrom both thefe

{fources, and DIRECTING THEM TO SOME CERTAIN END, REA-
soN gives birth to the fifter and liberal arts of music, PorTRY
and PAINTING. Next, by coMPUTING THE AMOUNT of the
various pleafures and pains which impel men to altion, by
direCting us to the attainment of thesum of HUMAN nAPPI-
nESss as focial beings, the fame faculty gives birth to the fciences
of eTHIcs, of Law, and of PorLiTics. At length, but with
{loweft ftep, and not 'till after a confiderable interval of time,
iNnTeLLECT advances to perfection. He, hke Newton with
the prifmatic glafs on the rays of light, feparates and unfolds
the hitherto almoft blended operations of the mind; analyfes
its various powers, as they tend either to fpeculation or to
action s traces the acts of MEMORY, and IMAGINATION, of
AFFecTION, and voriTioN, marks and even directs the ope-
rations of reason itfelf; firft, on the hiberal arts by giving
birth to criTicisM; and next, upon the more important ob.
e€ts of fcience, by forming rocic, the moft ufeful of all arts,

That art, to which all the other arts as well as fciences muft
u ulti-
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ultimately be indebted for their perfection.  But neither coes
the faculty of intellett (or the science of minD, oi of mr-
TAPHYsIcS) {top even here. It not only inveftigates, and
gives laws to all the other powers and faculties of the mind,
but even recognizes 1TsELF. From this contemplation, it
catches fome glimpfe of the prvine miInD or real caufe of all
things; (though effeéts themfelves are commonly dignified with
that name) from the coNsIDERATION of THAT causk it de-
duces for man a NEw cLAss of puTies, and calls forth into
exiftence the fcience of NATURAL THEOLOGY. Thus is the
scieNcE of mMIND or METAPHYSICs placed on the higheft
fummit of human knowledge. To this, all the other parts of
fcience ferve but as fteps to help us to afcend. What then,
can even cANDOUR think of thofe by whom 1t 1s {o frequently
and petulantly decried? But, that involved in the denfe and
grofs vapours which conftantly furround the lower objeéts of
knowledge, they are incapable of breathing in the higher and
more ethereal regions of this terreftrial atmofphere ¥,

B 2 If

* However pleafing the cmploymcnt might be to the writer, yet it would per-
haps appear to fome readers an invidious tafk, to point out, how much of the
various knowledge in the different fciences, the world owes to the luminaries,
who from time to time have fhed their rays within the confines of this univer-
fity. But it would likewife be an unneceffary employment, Our Bacon’s,
NewToN’s, and WARING's, our SPENCER’s, Mi1LTON’s, DRYDEN’s, PrRIOR’s,
Gray’s, and Mason’s, and our BENTLEY’s, HURD's, and BRYANT’s, are tou
well known to necd enumeration. But it would be want of candour, not to
take this opportunity of acknowledging, how much we are at this time obhged
for the advancement of knowledge to the UNivERsiTIES of ScoTLAND ; for
the inftru&ion and entertainment derived from a RoseErTsoN and a Hume, a
Fercuson and 2 SmiTH ; but, above all, for the cultivation of that branch of
METAPHYsIcs or of MinD which gives laws to the liberal arts, by a Karwvs, a
GERARD, and a CAMPBELL.
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If now, we turn our eyes from the obfervation of the pro-
cRrEss of the HUMAN FACULTIES, to the SUCCESSIVE PERIODS
of prvixe REvELATIONs, we fhall {ee perhaps, that the inF1-
NITE wispoM and GoopnEss has gracioufly vouchfafed to fuit
the PROGRESSIVE DISCOVERIES Of the ONE, to the GrADUAL
DEVELOPEMENT of the oTHER, And by thefe means efta-
blifh - the certainty, that both the fironger and weaker ire -
radiations, are equally the F1aT of that will, which gave zbe
greater light to rule the day, and the leffer light to rule the night.

That the firfk revelation, which was granted to our primz-
val parents MusT have been fuch an one as Mofes relates it
to have been in FAcT, is, to one well verfed in the operations
of the human mind, even demonitrably evident from THEORY.
In our paffage through the ftages of infancy and of youth, we
{o infenfibly reccive fenfations, and by repeated trials learn the
conneltion between the objetts of fight and touch, acquire
ideas of diftance and of magnitude, and perceive the relations
of the different objelts of fenfe, that in manhood only fqﬁ;e_
few are capable of the labour, and endued with fufficient
acutenefs for tracing the progrefs of their acquifitions ; whilft
the generality confound the objects of different fenfes,. and
miftake uasiT for sEnxsaTion ¥, What however would be-

o . come

* See Bifhop Berkeley'’s incomparable TZesry of Vifion, from which EVéI;'ilié
adverfaries have borrowed {ome truths without acknowledgment: The theo-
retical diicoveries in which, received the moft irrefragable confirmation, by the.
fa&ts recorded of the young man couched by Chefelden 3{o well known by the ac-

count of himin the optics of thatiare great ornament of this Univerfity, Doftor
- - - ' : ' ' . Smiths
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come of us, how many accidents would befal us, wére we ot
under the direCtion of others; "till our: own experience could
becorie our guide? Their care relieving our ignoraricé “of
danger, and their wifdom reifying our miftakes. But 4s our
FIRST PARENTS, were deftitute of all human affiftancé, whe-
ther they be fuppofed to have been produced into being in &
ftate .of infancy or. maturity, the World had beén to-their fenfes
only a chaos, and to their bodies only a grave ; hdd not fome
heavenly inftructor fupplied the want 6f an earthly one, and
warned them of danger, ’till their own experience could. pro-
ie&—, them, “And confequently ey muft ever hdvé remdined iri
utter ignorance of a creator, and the obedienéé due to.him ;
had ug not. been gracioufly pleafed under vIsiBLE APPEAR-.
ANCES, the fole objets of #heix faculties, to thadow forth to
them niMseLr, who. is PURE INTELLECT; dnd only to- be
rightly difcerned by s, through the exercife of that fac‘:ultj- in
ourfelves. For to fuppofe, that our firfk parents could in the
ftate in which TrEY were placed; haveattained the kriowledge
even of the qualities and powers of fenfible objeéts; without a
' | e | T fupers.

Smith: who-recommends (if I remember right) Berkeley’s Theory of Vifion as
an.excellent work to thole who are capable of underflanding st. Had Do&or Jurin.
_ - been one of thofe who upderftood that, and fome other of Berkeley’s works, he:
might inideed have lofl fome-of; the triumphant acclamations of the multitude in-
his own time 3 but whatever latirels he had: reaped, might then to the:lateft po-
fterity have &dorned liis memory with perennial verdure.” Jurin however is in
this refpeét by no means fingular.. ¥or fuch- was the fuperiority. of Berkeley’s.
genius to thofe of other modern writers, that not one 'who has undertzken to.
refute his works: have underftood thém,.from the laborious Baxter, down tothe
animated Beattie, who muft be borne upon fironger Pinionis than thofe of comman:
~fenfe would he ever reach Berkeley’s ethereal Flights,
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{fupernatural communication ; and that without heavenly af-
{iftance they counld have made advances towards the notion of
3 creator and fupreme governor of the univerfe; would be as
incongruous with reafon, as to believe, that were the principle
of attraction removed, the parts of bodies would fhll NATU-
rarLry cohere; and that if the power of gravitation were fuf-
pended, the earth itfelf would fall TEND towards the fun.

If then, there ever was a time, when the belief of a rFirsT
cavusE, which could be preferved only by oral tradition, was
by frequent reverberations from one obje& to another become
lefs and lefs dithn€t, *tll at length it reached the ear no more:
—if at the {fame time, reason though alive to the notices of
SENSE, MEMORY, and IMAGINATION, yet unroufed by INTEL-
LECT, inftead of rifing to the contemnlation of one SUPREME

cAusE, was lethargized in oLy THEISM :—then furely we may
reafonably expett, that the fame Deity who would not leave

man totally unacquainted with /s exiftence even in infancy,
would at this time make fome fuller difplay of his attributes
to mankind.—Look into the Booxs of Mosks, and you fee juit
{uch a revelation made to the Ifraelites, as the PrRoGREss of
sciexce might lead us to expect. You fee the Deity adapting
him/elf to their capacities, and by addrefling lumfelf to their

, IMAGINATION, and MEMORY, makes known his oM-
NISCIENCE, OMNIPRESENCE, and oMNIPOTENCE. And that in
that age, and long afterwards, poLyTuEISM was the NATU-

rat. and NECESSARY RELIGION of maand even z late 1nge-

nious
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nious INFIDEL, has, with much reading, laboured to evince*,
Much thanks, not reproaches are due to him from the vota-
- 1iés of revelation. For admit the premifes, which are evxdent‘
beyond doubt; and the conclufion is ds 1mpregnable asdemon-
ftratlon can form it, that the MosAIC REVELATION MUST
BE TRUE: becaufe the objetls it difplays, and the worfhip it
€njoins, COULD RE DISCOVERED ONLY BY A SUPERNATURAL
ILLUMINATION; like to that pllla.l of fire, which conﬁantly
went before the Ifrachtes, to give them light by mght n the
wildernefs, ., -

But—when' the Ifraelites had by their mtercom fe with the
other nations diffeminated through the world, the belief of a
one sUPREME CREATOR and governor of the univerfe; when

by the ftability of larger empires, and the progrefs of cmhza—
tion, men had found time to exercife their REASON on: various

objects ; and even INTELLECT emerging from the vapours of
i'énfe, had formed fome notion of a divine mind, of 'G'Ot.:)‘:[):NE‘SS, |
of wispom, and of POWER,—when~Dby comparing the attri-
butes of GOD with the nature of man, reafon had erquired
into his duty here, and into his deftination hereafter ; ~ then
behold where the L1GHT of curisTIaNITY firft beamed upon
the eye. Like the other lights of revelation dawning indeed
in the eaft, but rifing with rays far more refplendent and dif-
 tufive ; almoft in an mnftant darting them over the whole earth,

- ang

. # See'Mr, Hume’s Natural Hiftory of Religion,.
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and at once enlightening both the eaftern and the weftern he-

mifphere.
‘Welcome, thrice welcome, thou only fure diretor of the

wandering fteps of man! Thou unerring guide to everlaft-
ing happinefs

As the preceding revelations were given to {upply the want,
and to afford materials for the exercife of thofe natural facul-
ties, which were deftined afterwards to be exerted in the prE-
SENT STATE of THINGS; fo, the laft was more peculiarly in-
tended to give us fome intimation of thofe objets, whichin a
FUTURE STATE of ex1sTENCE, we fhall alone be able fully to
comprehend. They principally offered earthly pofieffions as a
reward. Ths commands all our affetions to be directed to
heavenly treafures. They reprefented the Deity to men’s con-
ceptions under SENSIBLE APPEARANCES; and the worfhip they
appointed, abounded in R1TEs and CEREMoNIEs.  This reveals
the divinity to our minds as an INTELLECTUAL OBJECT, Of
pURE SPIRIT; and the worfhip it enjoins 1s an adoration In
spIRIT and in TRuTH. The chriftian religion therefore, fo
far as it is diftinguifhed from other revelations, may with the
{tricteft propriety be called, the reriGiON Of INTELLECT,
And as both its NATURE and GeN1us are peculiarly adapted
to that faculty, it is evident, 'TILL REASON HAD BEEN EM-
PLOYED UPON THE OBJECTS Of INTELLECT, the appearance of
this revelation would have been UNSUITARLE TO THE STATE

of MAN'S KNOWLEDGE, Or the PROGRESS of SCIENCE.
But
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But {ome perhaps, fhll will afk, where was the NscEssiTY
for the chriftian revelation? Was not inTeLLECT 1tfclf able
to difcover all the objeCts it reveals, and all the precepts it
commands ? Shall we fend the enquirer to fearch for an anfwer
in the Schools of antient Philofophy ; — Shall he go to the
Academy of Plato, the Lycezum of Ariftotle, the Portico of
Zeno, and the Gardens of Epicurus? Shall he mark, if he 1s
able, all the varicties of human reafon? Then — what thougn
he muft behold with the higheft admiration and aftonifhment
the difcoveries of the antient philofophers; the fublimity of
their {peculations; the accuracy of their reafonings; and the
brilliancy of their imaginations, — yet let him wonder, if he
can, that mankmd at length tired with the tedious multipli-
city of dlfpute and the vain purfuit of certainty, had, before
chn&:amty appeared, almoft univer fally involved all the vari-
ous enquiries 1 the endlefs fluctuations of scEPTICISM.

He will indeed find, that when philofophy. had migrated
from Greece to Rome, a {oil lefs favourable to the cultivation
of {cience, 7ot scepTICISM {0 inuch as EPICUREANISM, attracted
for fome time, as was natmal the tlnckef’c croud of votaries.
For this, was the e volt to sENSE 1n the many, from the empire
of inTeLLECT In the few. Lut when the gxcrLLencE of
CHRISTIAN ETHICS became plainly vifible in the conduct of
of its adherents, sTorcism had many patrons and followers.
The proud and lofty philofophers feemed at length to become

afhamed of not feacling as pure morals, as the humble and
C defpifed
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defpifed chriftians, praffifed. They adopted therefore the
precents of chriftianitv; though they rejected its authornty.
And abiurdly inculcated almoft all the {triinefs of its mora-
Litv, at the fame time that they divefted men of every motive

to the prathice of it*, So that however it has been difputed,

whether fome of the arft curisTiAN fathers did not fometimes .
in {pacuiative Opinions, PHILOSOPHIZE CHRISTIANITY; 1t is
evident bevond controverfy, that all the philofophic teachers
have ever fince in moral doctrines, cHRISTIANIZED PHILO-
SOPHY. N
After the examination of HEATHEN SYSTEMS, let the Ob-

“jector attentively trace. the unparalleled fyftem of eTHIcs
- which may be deduced from the GospeL; its FOUNDATION, its
TENDENCY, and 1ts AUTHORITY. A {y{tem notonly inﬁniiely
fuperior to, but altogether diffimilar from all PRIOR fyi’cems
of ethics, both as to mMoTIvEs, and to oBjEcTs. For thofe

Syftems had, and could only have for the ForMER, the affecti-

ons and paffions common to human nature. And for the
LATTER, only the LiMITED oBJECTs of thofe very affections

- and paflions. Whereas the sntellettual {yftem of morals - (1f " I
may be allowed the expreffion) revealed in the gofpel, admits
no habit or action into the roll of virtues, which has not for:
its objeCt, the UNIVERSAL WELFARE of MANKIND, indepen-

dent of, and even contrary to, all the partial attachments to.
mndi-

* See particularly, Epictetus’s works, Marcus Anteninus’s meditaticns, and
Simplicius’s comment,

7]
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individuals,- which are formed from the ties of: blogid, neigh-’
bourhood, friendfhip, opinion,_ and country; ahd_ which is not
Jikewife divefted of all the averfions which flow from enmiéx,
~and every. contraxiety of fentiment, intereft, and paffion. _::Sd
likewife, it refufes to *dignify with the name of Virtue, any..
attion or habit however unlimited as to its.object, which has:
not for its motive, the hope of that happinefs which revelation -
promifes us hereafter ; in oppofition to the gratification of all
- thofe defires, (though within cértain Bounds innocent in
" themfelves) which arife from the conftitution of our nature;
fuch as, intereft, ambition, pleafure, or fame. Though fome
aCtions therefore, -whatever their motives or their objeéts may -
be, are univerfally called moral, becaufe they -are ufeful to -
mankind ; from heathen fyftems alone they can affert a right-
to that title. For cHrisTian-ETHICS difclaim-them, unlefs
they are generated from the proper motive, FUTURE HAR-
piness; and direted to the proper end, uNIvERSAL GooD.— -
A {cheme of ethics which however even the multitude of the
learned are not perhaps yet fitted to recetve 1n its utmoft pu-

rity *.. Becaufe, no {yftem fo perfect, was ever before offered -

C 2 to .

* For-a proof of this affertion, fee Mr. Jenyns’s admirable delineation of
chrittian ethics, in his iew of the Internal Evidince of the . Chriftian religion; and-
then {ee the various attacks upon, and.the various mifapprehenfions of that de-
lineation, by other learned and ingenious writers. It is to be wifthed: for the
honour of the age, that fome of thele writers, had (hewn greater liberality of -
fentiment, and more-chriftian charity, with regard to the truly refpe@able author;
as well as cool deliberation with relpeét to his ingenious opinions. For with-
out the former qualities in the believers, all the PrRoFEss1oNs of FAITH in the

‘world,
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to the human heart, nor could be conceived by the human

-

intellect, amidtt all the various fuggéftions, which floated up’én |
the waves of doubtful difputation.

But, though an appeal to the nisTorY of kiowledge leads
perhaps through the moft pleafant path in this enquiry, yet it
1s neither the moft direct, nor the moft certain road. Expi-
RIENCE OF THE OBJECTS AND POWERS OF THE HUMAN MIND,
leads us to an irrefragable demonftrtion of the NECEssITY |
and confequently therefore from the attiibutes of GOD, of the
~RUTH of the CHRISTIAN REVELATION.

For, the CHRISTIAN REVELATION contains an account, of

| B
4

what the DEITY HIMSELF HAS DONE,~WHAT HE WILL STILL
DO,—AND WHAT HE REQUIRES OF MANKIND TO DO, FOR
ARRIVING AT A STATE OF HAPPINESS HEREAFTER. NoOw
it 15 evident, that thefe are all matTrrs of FacT ; which be-
mg dependent upon the voririox of the Deity, were never
capable of DEMCONSTRATION, And being” all acts of the di-

VIng

world, are but as TINKLING CYMBALS. After the treatment A¢ has received
'n a country, the inhabitants of which are foready upon all occafions to call out
for toleration and mutual forbearance, what lay-gentleman can be expedted for
he future to fiep forth to give his faith .and conviction to the world? Afr,

Jenvns has ingenuoufly givea the refult of his enquiry to the public.  Mutt he
implore his Fellow-Chriians, 15 forgive bim this wreng.  If, for want of more
Jeifure to exarnine the EXTERNAL evidences of religion, his faith is not {o ex-
tenfive as theirs who Fave examined them 3 fhall chriftians endeavour to deftroy
the good effelts of what he aces believe, trom a bigotted diflike to him (which
religion abhors) for what he dus nst believe?  Rather let him receive the beft
thanks of every fincere chrittian, to which he is fo juftly entitled 3 for no one
work I believe ever madz more converts,  And I doubt not but the time will
come, when the pure fyem of chrithian ethics he has fo juftly delineated, fhall
itill be remembered to his honour and reward, after the compofitions of the
moft ingenicus of his adveriaries thall have been fong buried in oblivios,
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vite mind; INTELLECT can haveé no DIRECT or IMMEDIATE
experieNcE of them, as of the operations of the human foul.
Neither foi the fame reafon, did'the difcovery of them come
within the p10v1nce of pROBABILITY. For the PRO'BABILIT“
OF A FACT 1ndependenf of tef’rlmony, it 15 well' known, con-
fifts only 111 1ts CONFORMI v withour PAST EXPERIENCE. But,
flOl’Il pa& exPerlence we can demfe on]y probable proofs of

..... AR
at the fafie timé our reaforing muﬁ always be founded upon
this supposiTION, that the DEITY WILL CONTINUE SIMILAR
\IODES OF ACTION IN SIMILAR CIRCUMSTANCES. But it fur-
nifhes no clue, aﬁﬁd"inde'ed‘ﬁnite wifdom can be furnifhed with
no one, to guide us in ﬁ}c'ing on the molt probable UNExPFERI-
excep cadfe or cffed, event or altion amidft the nrFINITT
POSSIBILITIES Oof UNLIMITED POWER, SELECTED FROM THE
¢ ARIOUS MEANS OF OMNISCIENT WISDOM, AND DIRECTED TO
PHE LND OF UNIVERSAL GooDNEss¥.,  And it is evident, that
the fi&ts already enumerated;—Tue ApPOINTMENT of a Alk-
DIATOR O REDEEMER, =~ THE AIDS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,—
and
* Manilelt as this principle, and the application of it, is.to anv one well 2
quamted with the different modes of evidence cognizable by the Hu.nm mind g
vet it is the ignorance of this principle, or the nebh 2t oof the application of it

which has occafioned moft of the objections made both by Infidels and Beliey ers
to the evilence and do&rines of revelation,  This !‘1'1} pc:hﬂps h“ more fully

fhewn he rcah:.r by the auther of this fermon, in another work, Ior n ALerous
and exc:l'eat freatifs as we sircady have upon the fubjedts of n3ivie] ard re-
tealt’{] ILllgiOI] fol il .:u..r./f ”..’...HJ' “11] al: Wiy s pm: UCC Aol 1‘)’*’ "r‘; e BT Dlﬂ
indolence willinaly repotinz on what is u]"mrn ISP whi N, oba L preden X

Cate of [Cence, can be ot a lofs for wew AIWErs to - Jobjedlion:
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and the New naBpITs, and arrreTions, chriftianity requires
of 1ts followers, were all of them events difcoverable only in
that light which furrounds the throne of GOD, too bright to
be beheld by mortal eyes. Revelation therefore apart, as all
reafoning upon fuch facts can be the produce only of hypo-
thefis, 1t 1s liable to be overthrown by every veering blaft of
conjecture.

But when once thefe Doctrines become the Doctrines of
revelation, they may eafily be fown and take firm root in al-
moft every mind. For, they may be received by the MEAN-
£sT caPacITY, through the eafy conveyance of HisTORICAL
rvIDENCE, and the unfufpecting faith which it repofes in hu-
man teftimony. And at the {fame time, they find their fitteft
foill in the MoST ENLIGUTLXED UNDERSTANDING ; as they
afford exercife to the moft ferutinizing reafon, affifted by the
dzepzft learning,and directed to the higheft and moft important
objelts of {cience. For, though the moft penetrating intellect
cannot reach thefe objects without the aid of revelation, no
more than the brighteft eye can difcern many objects 1n the
heavens without the affiftance of a glafs; yet when difcovered,
we can point ott the ufes of both; and fhew their congruity
with the attributes of GOD. With as much propriety therefore
might it be maintained a priors, that a teleflcope was not

wanted, becaufe GOD had given to Man, £ves ; as that reve-
lation was not neceflary, becaufe he has endowed him with

REASCN.
But
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Butthis leads to my laft enquiry,into THE RIGHT APPLICA-
TION OF REASON TO THE DOCTRINES OF REVELATION., For,
if 1t were the defizn of chriftianity, to give mankind cERr-
TAINTY on thofe fubjets, where by the light of reafon alone
they were before only bewildered 1 conjecTure; whence
have fo many various opinions and felts arifen both 1 antient
and modern times ; innumerable as the blades of grals in
{pring, or as the fcattered leaves of the foreft in autumn? If
philofophers, tired with their errors, at length {unk into scep-
Ticisv ; fo likewife, 1t will be retorted, have many chrifhians,
equally fatigued with their devious and vain enquiries, refolved
at laft indolently to repofe 1n the bofom of crREDULITY.

That the {ubtilties of METAPUYSsICS, are the fruitful fource
of thefe evils, 1s the common and conftant anfwer to this ob-
jeftion.  For, that {cience it 1s thought may be juftly cenfured
as the caufe of all the blemifhes which have disfigured the fair
face of chriftianity, And therefore, all that acrimony of abuf
is poured out againft it, with which the petulance of ignorance
never fails to condemn, what 1t does not underftand.

The 1xxoceNcE however of that {cience wants not now to
be preved ; when the iMPORTANCE of 1t, 1n the tormer part
of this difcourfe, has been {o fully fhewn. From which it
follows, that to reject the application of ALL METAPUYSICS tO
the doctrines of revelation, 1s, to difcard all vsr of rREAsON
from relizion.  Since it 1s that very {cience, ot as 1t may be
otherwife called, the fcience of iNntrrorer, whien furnifhe-

L] 5.-1-1‘ -\:I
s Lt
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rcafon with the objelts, by which 1t judges of the truths of
revelation.

But, let the objecCtor go for a folution of this difficulty to
the natural philofophers, if he be not already one. Let him
learn the caufe, and cure of their ervors ; and he will be taught
likewife the origin, and learn the end of chriftian aberrations,
Let him turn. his eye to this illuftrious feat of learning, and
view the fagacious. Bacon, piercing through the jmiﬂ:s' of pre-
judice which obftruted the fizht of his cotemporaries, and
tracing the way, which leads through nature’s path, to nature’s
GOD. Let him wview the foaring, yet humble NewTox,
cautioufly treading in the fame track; from a variety of parti-
cular obfervations forming general conclufions, and at length
developing the laws, by which the whole compages of things
in the unwverfal {yttem of the world, 1s regulated and adjufted.
Then let him view the extravagant conceits of other philofo-
phers, fyftems built upon the fandy foundations of rancy and
1MAGINATION inftead of the fohid bafis of orsErvaTiON and
rvPERIMENT. And when he afterwards glances his eye over
sysTEMS of CHRISTIANITY, he can no more wonder at the
harmony of Ammonius, than the analogies of Kepler; at the
principles of Manes, than the vortices of Des-Cartes.

Alike their errors, and alike the caufes of thofe crrors. For
neither clafs would be contented, as thev ought to have been,
with the application of their reafon to the volumes open before

them, the one of nature, and the other ot revelation; and
with
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with the inveftigation of the difcoveries GOD has been pleafed
to make of himfelf in each. But they prefumptuoufly though
pioufly inferred, from their own conceptions of the attributes
of mfinite goodnefs, wifdom, and power, that certain opera-
tions MUST PREVAIL In the oNg, and certain doétrines MusT
be pELIVERED In the ornEr. And as this abufe of reafon
peculiarly related to chriftianity ; it fometimes, by a far fetched
refinement, added dotrines, which #bat difavows ; and at other
times, by a fhort-fighted view, rejeted truths, which religion
authorizes,

What however had metaphyfics to do with thefe errors?
And how does that fcience deferve the reproaches which has
been fo illiberally, and fo frequently caft upon it? The mif-
application of 75 objects was the grrecT, not the cause of
thefe miftakes. But on the contrary, they flowed from an
1GNORANCE of the LimiITs of HUM AN SCIENCE ; which META-
PHYsICS, and METAPHYSICS ONLY CAN RECTIFY. For, thele
errors, which gave men of latter ages a diftafte to philofophy
and revelation, as the waters of Marah caufed the Ifraelites to
murmur ; may equally be purified by the right application of
metaphyfics, as thofe bitter waters were made [weet by the
tree caft into them by Mofes.
~ Bat, let not an erroneous piety, reprobate with feverity, the
miftakes of any period. The wifdom of the Deity, is not lefs
difcernible in the errors and corruptions of chriftianity, which
he has fuffered to darken the minds of men in different-ages,

D than
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than in the firt dawn and latter diffufion of its rays. Had 1t
{zemed more adverfe to the difcoveries of philofophers, when
the world was filled with their fpeculations ; its progrefs had
been flower, and the multitude lefs enlightened by its moral
dotrines. Had 1t again fhone forth init’s pureft luftre, during
the dark night of ignorance; it would perhaps only have daz-
2led the beholders, not guided their footfteps. And fince the
reformation has cheared the world with its returning beams,
and reafon has been employed to fcrutinize its evidence ; had
not fome of its advocates deemed doctrines as inadmiffible
which are notwithftanding juftly capable of defence, and con-
eeded points to the weaknefs of infidelity, which are really
contained in the wifdom of revelation; many converts had
been loft to its caufe. For the pride of imperfect, though
impioving reafon, would have revolted from the conviétion of
revealed truth.  But no longer let prejudice obftruct, difficulty
deter, nor danger affright us in our endeavours to contemplate
it in all its native brightnefs. Let us ever remember, that as
to CHRISTIANITY we owe the RESToRATION of LETTERS
the IMPORTANCE Of 1ts DOCTRINES FURNISHING the MoTIvE,
the NATURE of its ESTABLISHMENT SUPPLYING the PERsONs ;
fo likewife, LEARNING and SCIENCE are the NATURAL MEANS
employed by GOD, for the PROPAGATION and ADVANCEMENT

of CHRISTIANITY.
Let thofe therefore, who by the bounty of their founders
enjoy in the delightful fhades of this learned and religious re-
) treat,
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treat, all the leifure they can wifh, and all the aids they can
receive, evince their gratitude to their benefactors, by dedicat-
ing their time to the purpofes for which it was allotted. At
once promoting their own highe®t happinefs, and the greateft

public good. May merit, not ntereft, affign to each his fta-
tion. And may thofe honours be never proftituted to wealth

united with ignorance, which were inftituted as the rewards of
wifdom affociated with learning. May this illuftrious place
ever remain the great public refervorr of letters and religion ;
from whence in future times as in the paft, their falubrious
ftreams fhall be conveyed, and circulated throughout the
world. May the fciences and the arts, be cultivated through
all their DIFFERENT GRADATIONs, without vulgar prejudice,
and without partial affeCtion. And may none be ever taught
to imagine, that they have mounted to the fummit of fcience,
when they have reached only fome inferior eminence.

Many of the mental faculties have been properly exercifed,
and many regions of knowledge have been carefully explored.
But INTELLECT, that HIGHEST FACULTY In MAN, wants thll
to be exerted ; and METAPHYSICS that MOST IMPORTANT OF
ALL scIENCES wants much to be cultivated. Without bor-

rowing its principles to cement all the {uper-ftructures raifed
by learning and genius, they can remain only weak and tot-
tering edifices. But without the aid of thafe principles every
fabric of theology muft inftantly tumble into ruins. For na-

tural religion, muft then want its foundation of intellectual
ideas;
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ideas ; and revealed, its bafis of rational evidence. - _,

Let nst thofe therefore who ought to be teachers, have need that
one teach them again which be the firft principles of the oracles of
GOD*. But, asthe day is far fpent, and the night is at band, it
is now bigh time that we all come (as far as the differences of
human ability will permit) in the unity of the faith, and. the -
knowledge of the Son of GOD unto a pﬂje&' MAN, am'e the mqﬁm.' |
of the flature of thefulnefs of Chrifi+. .

As the chriftian revelation was defigned to quallfy us by
education in this world, for the attainment -of happinefs-in

" the next; the qualities acquired: heére, muft be analogous to y
thofe which will conftitute our perfeftion hereafter.’ And:.as
we fhall be altogether inteilectual beings in a- futnre ﬁ:ate ‘of
eternal exiftence, it is confequently our duty. to 1mpmve the .
intelleCtual part of our mmperfet nature, armd{’c the prefcnt_
fleeting {cenes of this'tranfitory Ife. =~ = - .- .

- May Heaven therefore grant, that as the BuMAN INTELLECT
becomes more and more eNLIGHTENED in:the CONTEMPLAS
y1ox —that the HUMAX HEART may become:more and moré
ENRAPTURED in the ApoRATION,—o0f that INFINITE :G00B3
NESS, WISDOM, and PoWER; by which we were cCREATED, =
REDEEMED,~a0d SANCTIFIED~~T10 wHoM be all bonoyr, and
ghry, preife ond thankigiving, éﬁfﬁ mow, and, for ever. .- - 1
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