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DE DIe A T, ION . 

I THan heart warmly folicitous for 
the progrefs of religion and fcience, 

• 

and truly zealous for the honour and prof-
• 

perity .of the U niverfity, the following Dif ... , 
courfe is humbly infcribed, to the VICE'" 

• 

CHANCELLOR, the HEADS of COLLEGES, 

and the PROFESSORS, 

By. their moil: obedient 

13rook-Hall, near NOr\vich, 
lIugrtjJ 6, 1777. 

humble Servant, 

SAMUEL COOPER. 
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,p R E F ACE .. 
• 

, . ' 
, 

. 
. . 

HAT EVE R approhat~on the foll~ing di("; . , 
courfe m!i5nt receive, . when it was delivered. 

from the pulpit; the . author. is too well acquainted • 
with the prefent flate, of literary opinwns, to expect~, 

, . , 

. that, it will obtain~genenil approbation when it Hfues ' 
from the.prefs. "'Though the importance of its' con~ . 
dufiops, he~opes; wili'at1eaft feeure a candid exami-

, ' 

nation of the truth of. its pdnciples~' But as' the ac~ , 
. . - . ' 

quifition. of popular fame has never. been the object ~ 
of his publications,. the , non-attainment of it can never " 
prove a difappointment'to his wilhes~' ' ," 
;' As the nature. Of the following difcourfe would: 

. allow but a fmall portiOn of time: to an invefHgation . 
of the PROGRESSIONS' of SCIE~£C.E1 all(t'the DEVE- ,. . '. . ' , 

.. , '~"'. 'r'> • 

LOPEMENT'OFTHEFACULTI~S:OF THE MIND; the-' 
auth.:>f was uix&r fome.difficulty to' comprehend that: 
difcuffion within [uch bounds,. as iliould render itfuU i 

• 

without prolixity, and brief without obfcurity.: Rut as : 
he has many other obfervations' to offer to the' public, 

, 

upon that head, which have a lefs intimateconned:ion ; 
" witht: 

• 

, 



PRE F ACE. 

",vith the immediate fubject of this difcourfc, he means 
fpeedily to publiili an ApPENDIX, which will con~<' 
further remarks upon the LIBERAL ARTS, the [lCU;" 

of INTELLECT, the art of LOGIc, and the lcience 
of MATHE?>IATICS and of METAPHYSICS. 

Confcious that many of thofe opinions flloogly 
militate againft the learned prejudices of the age, he 
does not flatter himfelf with the hopes of making 
many converts. But at the fame time, as confciotu 
fi"Oll1 rcpeated invefiigatiom, that they are firmly 
founded upon truth; he trufts., that what th(t fond 
prepoile!1iol1s of the prefent age may oppc*e, the un" 
byalfed judgement of future' times will confirm. 
And jf in a fituation diftant from many of the ad
vantages of a learned retreat, and amidfi: avocations 
remote for the moll part from literary purfuits, he 
may hope to be remembered) as one, wh~ in forne 
mea[ure contributed to the. advancement of fcienc:e . . 

in general, and of religion in. particular; , ,,,this hope 
opens a profpect.} to which he may now look forward: 
with plcafure, and upon which he may hereafter look 
back with l.1tisflaion. 



• • , 
• 

1 THE S. v. 2 I. 

PROVE ALL THINGS, HOt];) FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD. 

Metaphor and an allufion {eem to be contained ill 
the words of the original, which are not implied 
in this tranllation. They may therefore perhaps 

be more elegantly, and at the fame time more forcibly render
ed, thus: ASSAY 011 things, holdfajl the TO XAlAOV, the BEAUTIFUL. 
The very epithet, by which fome of the antient philofophers 
characterized virtue. Alfent not, fays the apofile, without 
ex~mination, weigh, ponder, and confider,· call reafon to 
your aid that will {eparate the precious metal from the mere 
glittering ore,· eternal truth from fpecious error, and pre
icrve the defecated mafs, as a treafure of the greateft beauty, 

and of tbe high eft value. 
This exhortation of the apofi:le, was certainly very necelfary 

in the INFANCY of chriftianity; when many attempted, falla
cioufly to obtrude on mankind their own devices, for doCtrines 
ftamped with the authority of a divine commiffion. But per
haps it will not be found Iefs ufefuI, even in its MA TVRITY. 

For as it is impoffible, but that the works even of infpircd 
• 
1 • wnters • 
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. writers fuould be liable to human mifconfrruB:ion, it will cer
tainly be the lot of fome chriftians in every age~ to read with. 
out knowledge, and to believe without proof*. 

Weare in danger of making fbipwreck of our faith from op. 
pofite rocks, equally fatal. IGNORANCE and INDOLENCE may 
carry us fupinely into the eddy formed by the one; BldOTR Y 

and SELF-CONCEIT may drive us precipitately upon the other. 
The former enfures the ruin of our faith, whether as to the 
doCtrines or evidence of religion, by too cary and credulous em 

affent to whatever pretends to the authority of a divine fana-
• • 

ion. The latter, by a carelefs and obftinate rejeCtion of all . 
evidence and every rlochine, which does not at firft g1ance 
convey an intuitive evidence of its truth .. As a NEGLECT of 

REASON, is the only certain caufe of thefe dangers, fo the EX

ERCISE of that faculty, is, the only human mean of fafety. 
I {hall therefore take the occafion, the teKt affords. of en. 

quiring, how far it appears from the PRINCIPLES and PRO

GRESS of SCIEN&E, that DIVINE REVELA TlONS were NECESSAR Y 
• 
• 

iO ASSIST the ENERGIES, and SUPPLY tile DEFICIENCIES of 
HUMAN REASON. And I {hall further endeavour to deduce 
from th.:: fame fouree, the RIGHT EXERCISE of THAT TALENT 

UPON the DOCTRINES of REVELATION. 

All 

.. See the Author's former dif,ourfe preached before tl1c Univerfirl' or Cam-
1!>ridge. entitled, '[he p(;W" of ChriJlir./llly ever tce malignallt PajJiofJ! ilJaled; IIv 
feal C~u,~s of. P'crJ({l/tl~~S am~nr./I ChriJ7ialll, alld /.' e Irue g,·.ullds of mU11101 F~r-
;eafooct m "llglOlil OPII,IOIiS ".paincd. . 
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An enquiry, whicit may perhaps eventually diffufe brighter 
rays of glory around the memories of the FOUNDERS, and PA

TRONS of this eminent feat of learning, than any with which 
the moft rhetorical panegyric could encircle them. For, as 
the advancement of RELIGION was the END THEIR PIETY DE

SIGNED; fo, the furnilhing every aid for the cultivation of 
, 

REASON, was the MEAN THEIR WISDOM SUGGESTED. And 
though this enquiry be purfued in a well worn path *, there 
will perhaps be found fruit hanging within our reach, which 
the hand has not yet gathered; and probably new feeds of 
knowledge fpringing up within our view, which the eye has 
not hitherto explored. 

Whoever carefully examines the hiftory of knowledge, and 
traces the progreffions of fcience, will find, that the progrefs 
of every nation, and even of the fucceffive ages of the world, 
is analogous to the gradations of each individual perfon. 

Of all the powers and faculties of the human mind, SEN

SA TION and PERCEPTION firft enter the avenue which leads to 
knowledge. IMAGINATION fonows next, or rather walks 
hand in hand with MEMORY. Then comes REASON with flow 
and cautious tread. By viewing with attentive eye, arranging 
and dilhibuting into their proper c1aIfes, and comparing toge~ 
ther all the different objeCts of fenre, their mutual relations to 
each other, and their various ufes to man, it plants the fciences 

B of 
• See in particular the learned Bilhop of Carlille's 

Religion. 
ra:uable Theory of 

• 
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of NATURAL HISTORY and of PHYSICS. From them germi..; 
nate MEDICINE, and all the USEFUL ARTS, even GEOMETRY 

and ALGEBRA, and from them various other fdences fpread 
their thick and almoft innumerable branches. By contem
plating the different ideas which memory or imagination re ... 
tains, by tracing our internal perceptions, or the various in
ftincts, impulfes, and paffions which agitate the breaft, by 
forming combinations of the ideas derived from both thefe 
fources, and DIRECTING THEM TO SOM.& CERTAIN END, REA

liON gives birth to the fifter and liberal arts of MUSIC, POETRY 

and PAINTING. Next, by COMPUTING THE AMOUNT of the 
various plea[ures and pains which impel men to action, by 
direCting us to the attainment of the SUM of HUMAN HAPPI

NESS as focial beings, the fame faculty gives birth to the fciences 
of ETHICS, of LAW, and of POLITICS. At length, but with 
floweft itep, and not 'till after a confiderable interval of time, 

• 

INTELLECT advances to perfeCtion. He, like Newton with 
the prifmatic glafs on the rays of light, feparates and unfolds 
the hitherto almoft blended operations of the mind; analyfes 
its various powers, as they tend either to fpeculation or to 
action; traces the aCl;s of MEMORY, and IM<\.GINATION, of 
AFFECTION, and VOLITION, marks and even direCl:s the ope
rations of RE ASON itfelf; firft, on the liberal arts by giving 
birth to CRITICISM; and next, upon the more important ob. 
jeCts of fcience, by forming LOGIC, the moft ufeful of all arts. 
That art, to which all the other arts as well as fciences muft 

u ulti~ 
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ultim1tely be indebted for their perfet1ion. But neither cve,; 
the faculty of intelleCl: (or the SCIENCE of MIND, or of :'-1l!-. 

T APHYSICS) fiop even here. It not only invefiigates, :ll1cl 

gives laws to all the other powers and faculties of the mind, 
but even recognizes ITSELF. From this contemplation, it 
catches fome glimpfe of the DIVINE MIND or real caufe of all 
things; (though effeCts themfeives are commonly dignified with 
that name) from the CONSIDERA nON of TlIA T CAUSE it de
duces for man a NEW CLASS of DUTIES, and calls forth into 
exifience the fcience of NATURAL THEOLOGY. Thus is the 
SCIENCE of MIND or MET APHYSrcS placed on the highefi 
fum mit of human knowledge. To this, all the other parts of 
fdence ferve but as fieps to help us to afcend. What then, 
can even CAN DOUR think of thofe by whom it is fo frequently 
and petulantly decried? But, that involved in the denfe and 
grofs vapottrs which confiantly furround the lower objetts of 
knowledge, they are incapable of breathing in the higher and 
more ethereal regions of this terrdl:rial atmofphere *. 

B 2 If 
• However pleafing the employment might be to the writer, yet it would per

haps ap~r to fome readers an Invidious talk, to point out, how much of the 
various knowledge in the: different fciences, the world owes to the luminaries, 
who from time to time have /bed their rays within the confines of this univer
fity. But it would Iikewife be an unnece(fary employment. Our BACON'S, 
NEWTON'S, and WARING'S, our SPENCER'S, MILTON'S, DRYDEN'S, PRIOR'S, 
GRAY'S,. and MASON'S, and our BENTLEY'S, HURD'S, and BRYANT'S, are IOu 

well known to need enumeratioll. But it would be want of candour, not to 
take this opportunity of acknowledging, how much we are at Ihis time obliged 
for the advancement of knowledge to the UNIVERSITIES of SCOTLAND; for 
the inlhuClion and entertainment derived from a ROBERTSON and a HU1>lE, a 
FERGUSON and a SMITH; but, above all, for the cultivation of that branch of 

METAPHYSICS or of MIt-."D which gives laws to the liberal artS. bY:1 K'\1\15, a 

GERARD, and a CAMPBELL. 
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If 110\\-, we turn our eyes from the. obfervation :of the PllQ. 

GRESS of the HUMAN F ACUL TIES, to the SUCCESSIVE PERIODS 
_ _ _ _ r~ 

of DIVINE REVELATIO~S, we fhall fee perhaps, that the INF.I

!UTE WISDOM and GOODNESS has graciouily vouchfafed to fuit 
the PROGRESSIVE DISCOVERIES of the ONE, to the GRADUAL 

. . ' 

DEVELOPEMENT of the OTHER, And by there mel!I1sefta-; 
b1i1h· the certaiuty, that both the' fttonger and weaker. ir .. ' 
. . . 

radiations, are equally the FIAT of that will, ·which gave· the 
. . . 

greater light to rule the day, and the liffer light to rule the night •. . _. . .-
That the fuft revelation, which was granted to our prima:; 

- - . . 

val parents MUST have been fuch an one as Mores relates it ' 
. . . .' . 

to have been in FACT, is, to ,one. well verfed in ~e operations 
of the human mind, even demonftrably evident from THEORY .. 

In our p e through the ftages of infancy and 9f youth, we 
fa infenfibly receivefenfations, and by repeated trials learn the 

. . 

conneffion. between the objeas of fight and' touch) acquire' 
ideas of diftance and of magnitude, and perceiv.~ the relation~ 
of the di~~rent obje~s of. fenfe, th~t. in .lllID1hood ~n1Y fomf! 
few are capable of the labo~, . and endued with fuffiCient 
acutenefs for tracing·the progrefs of their acquifitions; whilft 
the generality confound the objeCts of different fenfes,. '~nd 
. ... . . 

miftake HABIT for SENSATION *. 'Vhat however' would be ... 
. . • 

• come 
, • , • 

~ See Bilhop Berkeley's incomparabte 'l7;t~ of Jlljictt., from which even' hiS 
adverfaries have borrowed fome truths without acknowledgment: The theo':' 
redeal diicoveries in which, received the mofi: irrefragable confirmation, by the· 
facts recorded of theyoung man collched by Chefelden ;:fo well known by the ac- . 
count of him in the OPTICS of that late great ornament of this Univerfity, DoCtor . 

.' .' . .' ':. Smith: 

• 

, . . .. :. . . 

• 
• • 

• 
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• 

come' of bow many accidents wouldbefal us, were we-not 
. .' 

und.er the direCtion of others; 'till our- own experience could 
becoirie our :guide? Their care reliev1fig' out -j~oratice<>f 
da~ger, and their wifdom reCtifying our niiftakes.· But as our 
FIRS.T _PhRENTS, were deftitute of all human alfrlhince, whe..: 

. . 

ther they be fuppofed to have b-een produced into· being in· a 
ftate .of infancy or· maturity ~ the world had been to- their f~nfes 
only. a chaos t and to their bodies only a grave; had. not· {dme 
heavc;nl1 ihftruCtor ftipplicd thCf"wa[lt of an earthif one~' and 

. , . 

warned them of danger" 'till their own experience could pro': . . . 

teCto them. 'And coIifequently they muft ev¢r Qa.ve in 
• • 

Utter ignOl'afiCeof a Cl'eator,. and the obedience due to.him; 
. . 

had.Hl!l nof. been gracioufiy pleafed . under VISIBLE' APPEAR- _ 

ANCES, the fole objects of theil' faculties, to nllidow·fo~tli to 
• 

them. )IIMSELF,who; is .PURE INTEtLECT; and only: to: be 
. . , 

~ight1y difcerned by'us; through the :exerCife. of that faCulty in 
purfel ves. . For. tQ. fuppofe, that our:. firft pa.tents could in the 
,il;ate.:in which THE~ were. placed, have attained thekoowledge 
even qf the .qualitie~ alld powers of fenfible objects',· without a . 

" . ... ~ ", ':. . ' .. ' -, ',' .' . . ruper .... 
. . . ~ .. 

" ,'. , , , '.' , . . . . ..,. . .. - , 

Smith: who- recomniends (if r remember right) Berke1'ey's17Jfo,! of rrJioll as
~,n.excellent. work. to *ofewho are capable oiul1derj/alJdillg it; Had DoClorJurin. 
bc~n o~eof thofe _who underftood .'h~t, and fome other ?f Bprkl:!ey's works, he' 
mlghtlrideed have loft fome-ot the triumphant acclamallons of the multitude in-
11i5 own time ; but whatever laifrcIshehadreaped, might then to ~heJat~po~ 
11erity have' ~dorned his memory with perennial verdure.' Jurin however is in 
this refpeCl: by no means fingular •. For- fueh'was the ft!periority. of Berkeley's 
genius !o thofe of othe~ modern writers, that not one: 'who has underi~ken to, 

· ufute hl.s' works; have underfiood them,. from the labOriOUS Baxter, down to:the 
animated Beattie, who mull: be borne upon firong~r' Pinioris than thofe ofcommotri 

· ./el1fl would he ever reach Berkeley's ethereal Flights. 

• 

• 

• • 

, 

, 

• 

• 

• 
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fupetnatural communication; and that without 'heavenly af
fiftance they could have made advances towards the notion of 
a creator and fupreme governor of the univerfe; would be as 
incongruous ,with reafon, as to believe, that were the principle 
of attraCtion removed, the parts of bOdies would ftill NATU-

R_~ ny cohere; and that if the power of gravitation \yere fuf
pended, the earth itfelf would ilill TEND towards the fun. 

,-

If then, there ever was a time, when the belief of. a FIRST 

CAUSE, which could be preferved only by oral tradition, wai 
by frequent reverberations from one objeCt to another becOme 
lefs and lefs die ina:, 'till at length it reached the ear no more: . 
-if at the fame time, REASON though alive to the notices of 
SE!'SE, MEMORY, and IMAGINATION, yet unroufed by INTEL': 

• , , 

LECT, inftead of riting to the contemplation of o~e SUPREME 

C A USE, was lethargized in POLYTHEISM: then {nrely we may 
reafonably expeCt, that the fame Deity who would not leave' 
man totally ullacquainted 'with his exiftence even in infincy, 
would at this time make fame fuller difplay of his attributes 

, 

to mankind. Look into the BOOKS of MOSES, and you fee juft 
fuch a revelation made to the Ifraelites, as the PROGRESS of 
SCIE~CE might lead us to expect. You fee the Deity adapting 

, , ' 

himfelf to their capacities, and by addreffing himfelf to their 
. '. . - .. . 

SEXSES, IMAGINATION, and Mn1ORY, makes known his OM~ 
NISCIENCE, OMNIPRESENCE, and O~NIPOTENCE. And that in 
that age, and long afterwards, POLYTHEISM was the NATU': 

, 

PJ\ L and NECESSA.~Y RELIGION of mankind, even a late inge~ 
• 

, ' , 
• ruous 



• 

• 

. ' 

• 

• 

j , • 

• 

· . I 9 J' 
• 

• 

nious INFIDEL, has, with much 'reading, lab<;nired to.evince* •. .' , . - ). . - . 
Much thanks, not reproaches are due to him fromthe.vpta.-
ries of revelation. For admit the premifes, which are:evi.~~~t. 
beyond doubt; and t~econclufion is as impregnable'~sQeinon
ftration can form it, that the MOSAIC REVELAT10N Mi.rST . . .' 

:BE 'TRUE: b~aufe the objects it ~ifplays, andtheworlhfp it . . '. ' 

enJomS', COULD BE DISCOVERED ONLY BY A SUPERNATt1RAL 
'. . 

ILLUMINATION; like to that pillar of fire; 'which, coriftantly 
• 

weht before the Ifraelites, to give thj'!m light by night in the 
. . . 

wildehiefs. , 
• • 

. 
• • • • 

But:. when the Ifrilelites had by their interc:oul'fe with the 
other nations diffeminaied thr01;igh the V\1o~ld; the belief of a 
one SUPREME CREATOR imdgovernor of the uriiverfe; when 

• 

by the"ftability of larg~r empires, .and. the progiefs of Civiliza-
• • 

tion, men had found time to exercife their REASON on'· various 
• 

• 

obJects;' and even INTELLECT emerging from thevapours. of 
. : --

fenfe, had formed fome notion of a divine mind, of' GOODl-lESS, . 
4 . ' • . 

of WISDOM, and of POWER, ,when- by comparing the attri-
butes of GOD with the nature of man, reafon had enquired 
into his duty here, and into his deftination her.eafter;" , then 
behold where the LIGHT of CHRISTIANITY firft beamed upon 
the eye. Like th~ 'other lights of revelation dawning indeed 
in the eaft, but rifing with rays -far more refplendent and' dif-

· fufive; almoft in an inftant darting them over the whole earth~ 
• 

. . and 
" .. . " 

: * See Mr. Hume's Natural Hiftory of Religion. " • 

• • • • • 

• 

• 
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and at once enlightening both the eaftern and the wefrern he
mifphere • 

. Welcome, thrice welcome, thou only fure direCtor of the 
wandering fieps of man! Thou unerring guide to everlaft-

• 

ing happinefs! 
As the preceding revelations were given to fupply the want, 

and to afford materials for the exercife of thofe natural facul
ties, which were deftined afterwards to be exerted in the PRE

SENT STATE of THINGS; fo, the laft was more peculiarly in
tended to give us fome intimation of thofe objects, which in a 
FUTURE STATE of EXISTENCE, we {hall alone be ablefully to 
comprehend. 'they principally offered earthly poffeffions as a 
reward. 'l'his commands all our affeCtions to be directed to 
heavenly treafures. 'they reprefented the Deity to men's con
ceptions under SENSIBLE APPEARANCES; and the worfhip they 
appointed, abounded in RITES and CEREMONIES. This reveals 
the divinity to our minds as an INTELLECTUAL OBJECT) or 
PURE SPIRIT; and the wodhip it enjoins is an adoration in 
SPIRIT and in TRUTH. The chriftian religion therefore, fo 
far as it is diftinguifhed from other revelations, may with the 
ftricteft propriety be called, the RELIGION of INTELLECT. 

And as both its NATURE and GENIUS are peculiarly adapted 
to that faculty, it is evidcnt, 'TILL REASON HAD BEEN EM

PLOYED UPON THE OBJECTS of INTELLECT, the appcarance of 
this revelation would have been UNSUITABLE TO TIlE STATE 

()f MAN'S KNOWLEDGE, or the PROGRESS of SCIEt\CL 

But 

• 
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But fome perhaps, flill will aik, where was the i"ECESSITY 

for the chriftian revelation? Was not INTELLECT itfclf able 
to difcover all the objects it reveals, and all the precepts it 

, 

commands? Shall we fend the enquirer to fearch for an anfwer 
• 

in the Schools of antient Philofophy; " Shall he go to the 
Academy of Plato, the Lyc<.eum of Aria.otle, the Portico of 

Zeno, and the Gardens of Epicurus ? Shall he mark, if he is 
able, all the varieties of human reafon? Then what though 
he n~uft behold with the, higheH: ;ldmiratioll and aftonifhment 

• • • 

the difcoveries of the antient philofophers; the fublimity of 
their [peculations; the accuracy of their rea(ol1ings; and the 

. . 

brilliancy of their imaginations, ' yet let him. won~er, if he 
. . 

can, that mgnkind, at length tired with the .tedious multipli-. , 
city. of difputes, and the vail! purfuit of certainty, had, before 

, . 

chriftial).ity ~ppeared, almoft univel:fally involved all the vari-
. . . 

• 

, . 

of fcience)ll~t SCEPTICISM (0 much as EP ICUREANIS:Yl, attracted 
, . .' 

for fame time" as. was natural, the thi~keft croud of votaries. 
, - . - . 

For this, was the revolt to SENSE in the many, from the empire 

of INTELLECT in the few. Dut when the .EXCELLENCE of 
• • 

• . . 

CHRISTIAN fTJ-IlCS became plainly vifible in .the conduct of 
of its adherents, STOICIS,,1 had many patrons and fullowers. . , 

The proud and lofty philofophcrs feemed at length to become 

afhamcd of not ft'acbillg as pure morals, as the humble and 
C defpifcd 
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defpifed chrurians, piaBiJed. They adopted therefore the 
-

precepts of chriftianity; though they rejeCted its authority . 
. '1.11d abfurdlv inculcated almoft all the ftriCtnefs of its mora--
by, at the fame time that they divefted men of every motive 
to the practice of it *. So that however it has been difputed, 

,,-hether fome of the firfr CHRISTIAN fathers did not fometimes __ 
-. - ,. . . . . 

111 ipeCi.Uauve opmlOns, PHILOSOPHIZE CHRISTIANITY; It 15 

e\-ident beyond controverfy, that all the philofophic teachers 
ha\e e\-er finee in moral doctrines, CHRISTIANIZED PI1.ILO-

-
SOPHY. 

After the examination of HEATHEN SYSTEMS, let the Ob- . 

- jeCtor attentively trace_ the unparalleled fyftem of ETHICS 

- which may be deduced from the GOSPEL; its FOUNDATION, its 
- , 

TE~DE~CY, and its AUTHORITY. A fyftem notonly infinitely 

fuperior to, but altogether diffimilar from all PRIOR· fyftems 
-

of ethics, both as to MOTIVES, and,to OBJECTS. For thofe 
Syftems had, and could only have for the FORMER, the affecti
ons and paffions common to human nature_ And for the 
u_ TTER, only the LIMITED OB JEeTs of thofe very affections 

- a!ld paffions. Whereas the intelleaual fyftem of morals -(if I 
may be allowed the expreffion) revealed in the gofpel, admits 
no habit or aCtion into the roll of virtues, which has not for
its objeer, the UNIVERSAL WELFARE of MANKIND, indepen-

dent of) and even contrary to, all the partial attachments to. 
-

Indi~ 
. ." 

.. See particularly,. EpiCtetus's work;, M2rcus Antoninus~s meditaticns, and 
S:molicius's comment • • 

o 

-

• 
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, 
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. ' 

in~ividuals,- which are formed from the ties of- blood, neigh-: 
. - ,', 

. bOUl-hood, friendfhip, opiniol1 , and country.; arId which is nO,t 
. , , 

'likewife divefted of all the averfions which flow from enmity, . 
. and every. contrariety of fentiment, .intereft, and :paffion." So' 

, ".. I . . , 

likewife, it'refufes to ·dignify with .the name of virtue, al~y. 
. . 

aCl:i9n or habit however unlimited as to its objeCt, which -has 
not for its motive, the hope of that happinefs which. revelation , 

, . 

promifes us hereafter; in oppofition to the gratification of all 
, -

thofe defires, (though within certain Bounds innocent in . 
, . -. 

themfelves) which arife from the conftitu~ion of our nature j 

fuch as, intereft, ambition, pleafure,or fame~ Though fome 
aCtions therefore, whatever their ,motives or their objeCts may" 
be, are uniyerfa,lIy called moral, becaufe .theyare ufeful to· 

• 

mankind; fr9m heathen fyftems alone they can afiert a right, 
to that title. FOL' C~RISTIAN-ETHICS difclaimthem, unlefs 

, 

they are generated from the proper motive, FUTURE HAP;-

PiNESS j and directed to the proper end, UNIVERSAL GOQD.

A fcherne of ethics which however even the multitude of the 
. . 

leamed are not perh~ps yet fitted to receive in its utlUo£t. pu-
rity *.. Becaufe, no fyftem fo perfect:, was ever before 'offered : 

C2 to . 
• 

• 

* For' a proof of this all"ertion, fe~, Mr. Jenyns's admirable delineation of 
chrifiia'n ethics, in his view. ofthe1l/ter~(}' E'lJidm(i of the,Chriflian religion; an:d'
then fee the various attacks upon, and·the various mifapprehenfions of that de
lineation, by other learned ~nd. ingenious writers. It is to be wilhed; for the' 
honour of tbe age, that (:Jme of thefe writers, bad Ihewn greater Jibera!.iry, of- . 
fentiment, and more-chrHlian charity, with regard to the trulv refpeClable author, 
as well as cool deliberation' \\-i!h rerpe~ to his ingenious opinions. For with- . 
out the former qualities in the.beJievers, all the PROFESSIONS of FAITH in the 

. . 'world, 

• 

• 



[ 1+ ] 
to the human heart, nor could be conceived by tlie !ulman· 
intelleCt, amidit all the various {uggei1:i6ns, whicliflJated ulion " 
the waves of doubtful difI1lltation.' 

But, though an appeal to the HISTORY ofkildwlddgele'acl{ 
• 

perhaps through the moil: pleafant path'in this ellquiry, yet it 
. " , 

is neither the mofl: d~reCt, nor the 'molt' certaiil r6ad~ EXPE-
, . " :.. , 

RIENCE OF THE OBJECTS AND POWERS OF TIIE HUMAN MIND, 
• •• 

leads us to an irrefragable demonil:nition of the 'NECESSITY; 
. " 

and confequently therefore from the attributes of GOD, Of the 
• 

TRUTH of the CH:zrSTIAN RHELATIOl\'. 

For, the CHRISTIM, REVELATIO:>: contains ari account, of 
what the DEITY HIYISELF HAS D01\E, WHAT HE WILL STILL 

, , 

DO,' .\ND WB:\. T 11£ REQJJIRES OF MANKIND TO DO, FO;t 

:I.RRIVING AT A STATE OF HAPPlt\ESS HEREAi'TER. Now 

it is evident, that thefe are all MATTr:RS of FACT; which be-
" 

ing dependent upon the VOLlTIO:\, of the Deity, were never 

capable of DEMOt\STRATION. And being all aCts of the di-
• 

Vl!1e 

world, 3re but as TIl'KL::~G CY~IBALS. A(ter the trc.tment !'e l13s receive,1 
:n a country, the inhabitants of which are fo ready up~n all occilfions to call o\lt 
for toleration and mutual forbearance, what lay-gentlem~n c.n be expected for 
Ihe future to Ihp forth to give his faith ,and convittion to the world! J\lr, 
!en\'ns has ingenuoutly given the refult of his enquiry to the public, Mull he 
;mplore his Fdlow·Cbrillians, loforgivr him Ihis wrollg. It, for want of more 
JeiIure to exarnine the EXTERNAL evidences of religion, his faith is not fa ex
teouve as theirs wl:o raw exa~ined ,them; Olall c~lrifiians endeavour, to deflroy 
the good effcCls at what he eces f.e!Jt~'" from a blgotted dlOlke to hun (which 
religion abhors) for .... hat he dJO 11;! belin,'? Rather let him receive the beil: 

~ 

1hanks of every lincere ,:hr;l1:an, to which he is fo jufily entitled; for no olle 
\\ork I believe c\'cr ma(i.: more cOn'.ert~. And I doubt not bllt the time will 
ceme, when the pl~rc f; Item of chrilllJ~1 ethics he has fa jul1iy dclin~atcu, Iha!! 
Hill be remembered te) h:s honour and r~ward, after the compoiitio:1S ot the 
moa ingenious of his adl',:r:Jr;cs 111.11 !ll\"C bem long buried in obJiviu;), 
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vii1e mind; INTEllECT can h3.\'e'no IlIRECT or IM:'Iu:i)JATE 

EXPERIENCE of them, as of the opel'ritloils' of the' human foul. 
• 

Neither foi' the' fame rear on, did' the dirc6v'ery of them come 
wirhiil the province 'of' PRbBABiiiTy: Foi' the PROBABILI'fV 

OF A FACT indepetideht' of teftimony,' it is w'eU'kno\vn,' con
fil1~ oi11y in its CONFORMITY withoui"PAST EXPERiENCE. But~ 

from paft experience, we can derive, only probable proofs' of 
th~ exi'fteilce t ofl the jdm~' or' jimilar faCts in" futui'e: Arid 
at th~' riiiie ti'rrle olir 'rear oiling , 'rriufr always be tounHe'd' upon 
tl;is sllPPosITioN; that the DEITY will' CONTINUE SIMILAR 

I! . ,. , 

';IODES OF ACTION IN SIMILAR CIRCU1\1ST ANCES. But it fur-
niihes no clue, aridinde'ed'finite \Virdom can befurnifhed witli. , . ., 

no oile, to guide us in fixing on themol1 probable' UNEXPERI-
• • . .' 

E:\CED caMe or clfea, event or aCtion amldl1 the JC'iFINITr. 

ros'sIBr'LITir:sof Ul\LIMITED POWER, SELECTED fROM THI: 
. .,. . • • 

,'A,RIODS 1I1E.\NS OF O;\!;\,lSCIENT WISDOM, AND DII<ECT£D TO 

rnE 1::--:]) OF U:\I\'ERUl GOODNESS*: A!1d it is evident, that 
. , -

thefJcts already enumerated;' TilE APPOINTM'I':-:T of a ;'IIE-, 

Dl:\TOR oi' REDEEMER, -THE AIDS OF THE HOLY SPJiUT,

,md 

'!- !\Ia.liierl as this ptincipte, and the appfic"tion 01 it, is .to any olle lI'ell ac
quainted with the differe~t modes of evidence cugniz"ble by thc 'hum,'ll mint!· 
yet it is the ign?fanCe ot thi~ princirf~, or the negk:1 of the ap,J!ic,rlivrl 0:' ir: 
wilich has occJlIoned mot! 01 the obJedlons made both by Infidels JlhllJdic\ crs 
to the cl';.:ence and dOL'lrines of rel'clation. This Ill;Y pe;'hJps'!lc Il1'HC (ullv 
(]lewll hereaftlr by tbe :luther of this fermon, ill ;;no'iler \\'ork. }'"r 1l1In,croli's 
~nJ exc. )'e:1t [I\.'2tij~'~ ;JS we ~lrcady hJ\'e upon the f~I'j('(1s of IlJil,i.:! ;ird rc. 
\cJled rt:Jigion, '.:i{' i:;'Z-,tjlJgl;!i.IIJ \,jll al':~3}" produce l.riU .r,'';I·/5 j ;I/I'llt j,~ onl: 
indolen:.:c willingly rq)OtlI1~ on wi1;n is ;1}iC:Hl: kll,)''','fl, wll;,./1, I.] [:1: I !C:,-'lJ-C 
{Lite uf f,:encr, can b~ ~t 3 b:-s (or /u~~' ~!I{',YCrs to:.'.1 01)jC,:tlooi:. 
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and the :\EW HABITS, and AFFECTIONS, chrifiianity requires 

of its followers, were all of them events difcoverable only in 
that iight which furrounds the throne of GOD, too bright to 
be beheld by mortal eyes. Revelation therefore apart, as all 
rcafoning upon fueh faEts can be the produce only of hypo
theus, it is liable to be overthrown by every veering blafi of 
conjeEture. 

But when once thefe Doctrines become the DoCtrines of 
revelation, they may eauly be [own and take firm root in al
moft every mind. For, they may be received by the MEAN

EST CAPACITY, through the (;l[Y conveyance of HISTORICAL 

EVIDENCE, and the nn(u(pec1ing faith which it repo[es in hu
man tefiimony. And at the [une time, they find their fittefi 
foil in the MOST ENLIGlITC,ED UNDERSTANDING; as they 
afford exercife to the moi1: fcrutinizing reafon, affii1:ed by the 
d:ep::fi learning, and directed to the highefi and mofi important 
objeEts of fcience. For, though the mofi penetrating intelleCl: 
cannot reach thefe objects without the aid of revelation, no 

more than the brightci1: eye can difcern many objeCts in the 
heavens without the afflfiance of a glafs; yet when difcovered, 

we can point out th,: ufes of both; and {hew their congruity 

with the attributes of GOD. With as much propriety therefore 
might it be mai:ltained a priori, that a tele[cope was not 

wanted, bccaufe GOD had given to Man, EYES; as that reve
lation was not necelfary1 becJu[e he has endowed him with 
REASC:\. 

But 

• 
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Butthis leads to my laO: enql1iry,into THE RIGHT APPLIe\.

TION OF REASON TO THE DOCTRINES OF REVELATION. For, 
if it were the defi,;n of chriilimity, to give mankind CER

TAIKTY on thofe fubjeers, where by the light of reafOll alone 
they were before only bewildered in CONJECTURL; whence 
have fo many variolls opinions and {cers arifcn both in antient 

and modern times; innumerable as the blades of grars in 
fj1ring, or as the fcattered leaves of the forell: in autumn? If 

philofophers, tired with their errors, at length funk into SCEP

T I CIS \1 ; fo likewife, it wi1l be retorted, have many chriftians, 
equally fatigued with their devious and vain enquiries, refolvcd 

at bft indolently to repofe in the bofom of CREDULITY. 

That the fubtilties of METAPHYSICS, are the fruitful fouree 

of thefe evils, is the common and conO:ant anfwer to this ob

jeEtion. For, that fcience it is thought may be j umy cenfured 

as the caufe of all the blemilhes which have disfigured the fair 
face of chriftianity. And therefore, all that acrimony of abl1j:.: 

is poured out againft it, with \V hich the petulance of ignorallce 

never fails to condemn, what it docs not undcrihncl. 

The I~!\OCE)!CE however of that fcience wants not now to 

be prO/ed; when the IMPORTA~CE of it, in the fanner p:trt 

of this difcourfe, has been fo fully fhewn. From which it 
follows, that to reject the application of .-iU MET1\.l'llnICS to 

the doctrines of revelation, is, to difcard all U"E of RE.-\~O:\ 

from religion. Since it is that very icien,'e, or 3S it may be 
othcrwife called, the fciencc of rXTU I, CT, \yhich fllrniihe, 

. ' , "'< \'-.. I..dll,'l 
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reaion with the objc1.:rs, by which it judges of the truths of 
revelation. 

But, let the o~jeCl:or go for a folution of this difficulty to 
the natural philofophers, if he be not already one. Let him 
learn thecaufe, and cure of their errors; and he will be taught 
likewife the origin, and learn the end of chl'ifi;ian aberrations. 

, 

Let him turn his eye to this ill~lf1:rious feat of learning, and 
view th~ fagaciQusBAcoN, piercingthrough the miils of pre-

- - - j 

judice which ob~rUl.:red the fight of his cotemporaries. and 
. . 

trac~ng the way, which. leads through nature's path, to nature's 
• 

GOD. Let him view the foaring, yet humble NE\VTO:\, , 

cal1tiou~y treading i~ the fame track; from a variety of palti
cular obfervatiOlls fOfl1:tipg general conclufions, and at length 

• 

developing the laws, by which the whole com pages of things 
in the 1Il1iverfal fyih:m of the world, is regulated and adjuiled. 

Then let him view the extravagant conceits of other philofo
phers, fy!1:ems built upon the (andy foundations of l' ANCY and 
DIAGI:-IATION i.nftead of the Colid bafis of OBSERVATION and 
EXPERIMENT. And when he afterwards glances his eye oyer 

SYSTEl\IS of CHRISTIANITY, he can no more wonder at the 
harmony of Ammonius, than the analogies of Kepler; at the 
principles of I\Janes, than the vortices of Des-Cartes. 

Alike their errors, and alike the caures of thofe errors. For . . 

neither clafs would be contented, as they ought to have been, 
with the application of their 1'eafon to the volumes open before 
them, the one of naturt', and the other of w:dation; and 

with 
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with the inveftigation of the difcoveries GOD has been pleafed 
,to make of himfelf in each. But they prefumptuouily though 
pioully inferred, from their own conceptions of the attributes 
of infinite goodnefs, wifdom, and power, that certain opera
tions MUST PREVAIL in the ONE, and certain doCtrines MUST 

be DELIVERED in the OTHER. And as this abufe of reafon 
• 

• 

peculiarly related to chriftianity ; it fometimes, by a far fetched 
refinement, added doctrines, which that difavows ; and at other 
times, by a fhort-fighted view, rejected truths, which religion 
authorizes. 
. What however had metaphyfics to do with thde errors? 
And how does that {dence deferve the reproaches which has 
been fo illiberally, and fo frequently caft upon it? The mif. 
application of its objects was the HFECT, not the CATJSE of 
there miftakes. But on the contrary, they flowed from an 
IGNORANCE of the LIMITS of HUMAN SCIENCE; which META

PHYSICS, and METAPHYSICS ONLY CAN RECTIFY. For, there 
errors, which gave men of fatter ages a di1l:afte to philofophy 
and revelation, as the waters of Marah caufed the Ifraelites to 
murmur; may equally be purified by the right application of 
metaphyfics, as thofe bitter waters were made [weet b¥ the 
tree caft into them by Mofes. . 
. But, let not an erroneous piety, reprobate with .leverity, the 
miftakes of any period. The wifdom of the Deity, is not le[s 
dikernible in the errors and corruptions of chriftiallity, which 
he has fuffered to darken the minds of men in differellt·.ages, 
. D than 
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th:lll in the firO: dawn and latter ditfufiol1 of its rays. Had it 
i~emed more adverle to the dilcoveries of philOlophers, when 
the world was filled with their [peculations; its progrefs had 
been flower, and the multitude lefs enlightened by its moral 
doctrines. Had it again {hone forth in it's pureft luftre, during 
the dark night of ignorance; it would perhaps only have daz
zled the beholders, not guided their footfteps. And fince the 
reformation has cheared the world with its returning beams, 
and reafon has been employed to fcrutinize its evidence; had 
not fome of its advocates deemed doCtrines as inadmi1Iible· , 
which are notwithftanding jufily capable of defence, and con-
t:eded points to the weaknefs of infidelity, which are really 
contained in the wifdom of revelation; many converts had 
been 10ft to its caufe. For the pride of imperfeCt, though 
impJOving reafon, would have revolted from the conviCtion of 
revealed truth. But no longer let prejudice obftruCt, difficulty 
deter, nor danger afFright us in our endeavours to contemplate 
it in all its native brightnefs. Let us ever remember, that as 
to CHRISTIANITY we owe the RESTORATION of LETTERS; 

the IMPORTANCE of its DOCTRINES FURNISHING the MOTIVE, 

the NATURE of its ESTABLISHMENT SUPPLYING the PERSONS; 

fo likewife, LEARNING and SCIENCE are the NATURAL MEANS 

employed by GOD, for the PROPAGATION and ADVANCEMENT 

of CHRISTIANITY. 

Let thore therefore, who by the bounty of their founders 
enjoy in the -delightful {hades of this learned and religious re-

• 
• treat, 
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treat, all the lei(ure they can with, and all the aids they can 
receive, evince their gratitude to their benefactors, by dedicat
ing their time to the purpofes for which it was allotted. At 
once promoting their own higheft happinefs, and the greateft 
public good. May merit, not intereft, affign to each his fta
tion. And may thofe honours be never proftituted to'wealth 
uni ted with ignorance, which were inftituted as the rewards of 
wifdom affociated with learning. May this iIIuftrious place 
ever remain the great public refervoir of letters and religion; 
from whence in future times as in the paft, their falubrious 
ftreams fhall be conveyed, and circulated throughout the 
world. May the fciences and the arts, be cultivated through 
all their DIFFERENT GRADATIONS, without vulgar prejudice; 
and without partial affeCtion. And may none be ever taught 
to imagine, that they have mounted to the fuinmit of [cience, 
when they have reached only fome inferior eminence. 

Many of the mental faculties have been properly exercifed, 
and many regions of knowledge have been carefully explored. 
But INTELLECT, that HWHEST FACULTY in MAN, wants frill 
to be exerted; and METAPHYSICS that MOST IMPORTANT OF 

ALL SCIENCES wants much to be cultivated. Without bor
rowing its principles to cement all the fliper-frructures raifed 
by learning and genius, they can remain only weak and tot
tering edifices. But without the aid of thaCe principles every 
fabric of theology mull: inftantly tumble into ruins. For na

tural religion, muft then want its foundation of intellectual 
ideas i 
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-
ideas; and revealed, its bafiS of rational evidence. --- , 

, 

• 

Let nrJt theft therefore who ought to be uachm, htl'lJe need thiit 
~ne tetIch thmz Again whicbbe the jitft prindples of the ~r~cles if 
GOD·. BlIt, as.the day is far !pent, (l11(lihe nigbt'is of hand, it. . 
is nrr.o high JitJte that we nil come (as far as the differences Of 

- . 
hnman a .. will permit) in the unity ~ the faith,· and- t,* -

• 

hzO'W/tdge oj the Satt of GOD wto {1 PerJeCl MAN; wJts tbe ineaJun 
of the flctfire of tbt is iff em) t· -: - : ,,' . -.-

As the chriftiall - was deftgned to'qualify Us.-bf • 
education in this world, for the affajnment :cif happin~.U\ 
the next; the qualities acquired here,' muft be analogous to . ' 
thofe whi:h wllconftitutc our perfeffion hereafter. ~ And; 14 . 

-

we (han be altogether intellectual beings: in a~fnture--ftafe 'Of , 

eteUla) exiftence, it is confequendy duty:to imprOVif;1he 
intellectual part <.>f our imperfeCt nature, amidft the,pre(ent 

• 

fleeting fcenes of this-tranfitory life. . : - ~ . ~ . : _.; :.:: 
- May Heaven thtrefQ£e grant, that as the.BOM:AN iNT~LLECT 

. -

becomes more and more ENLIGHTENEV"in:thci CONTEMPLA;'; 
" - - ~ 

tIO!i # that thefiuM,Al( HEART_may become' more and: tnor~ 
ENRAPTtJRED in the APORATION,' of that ~INF;,IiuTE ~D'j 

• 

NESS, WISDOM, and POWER; by which we were CB.EAT.ED,.: >. 

glory, prcifo 

" --

SANCTIFiED.'· , To WHOM be cill-hwiopr; alld . - , 

6fltb . ad; jor,iuit: ., . . : -,: i -
- . ,. ." . 

• Htbr. v. 12. t Eplu:t. iv. 13'.--- .,: .'-' 
• . -' - - , -

- . • • 

• '.' ," ,., 

-
• • . .. 

• -- . .. .' 

" ---
• 

. - --

--
• 

• 


