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Commonwealth o MafI'achufetts. . .' . ," . 
, ~J. _. ,. 

In SENATE, 'May 29, "1783' 
• 'I ' , 

RDERED, That' eremiah Powell, 
. I~' " , , , 

lllo es Gill, arid Ebenezer Bridge, 
Efquir~s,bc: aC6all1Ilttee to' wairon 

, , 

the ~~v~ ;¥~.~ ffenrj.: C;umings? and 
return him the Thanks of this Board 

" . 
" ' , , 

for thG ~~rmop., 9clivereq by him, 
, 

Yefierd'a}T~ befo;e ,hIS Honor, the Lieu~ 
, 

tenant-Goye,mor;, . the Council~ apd 
, . ~. , 

• , .... 4 

the 't'~o Branches' of the General , , 
, 

Court; a'nd to requefl: a Copy of the 
fame for the Prefs. ' , 

, 

S. ADAMS, Prefident. 
. ' 
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I PE T E R V. 5- • 

. , 

·rea, all 0 lOU, ~e ubjet1 to one anotb~r~ 
• 

~THOtJT ~nquit'illg:irl,to the par­
ticular meaning 'of there w9rds. 
conudered in a fenfe renrained by 

. their conerence whh what pre~ 
~ceds and follows, ( lbalJ take them as an 
independent felltence; in whic'h ~etaclted 
vie\v, they compr~hend all thore duties of 
civil and foci~llife,which m:Jnkind owe to 
one another, whatever difference there may 
be among them, as to their re(pective capa~ 
dties and outward condition in the world •. . ',' . . .. . " . 

-
As men are formed for fociety, and cao-

p<?t pe happy ~n a nate of feparation from 
• one . . , .. 

• • 

• 

• 

• 



• 

, 

, 

• 

'( 6 ' 

one another; fo their well-being dcpend~ 
upon 'mutual a:ffil1ance and {upport. and a 
reciprocal interchange of thofe offices of 
friendfhip and benevolence, which their 
mutual dependence requires, and both rea­
fon and religion prefcribe. 

, . 

, That all men ougtlt in fome fenfe to be 
fil~jea to one another, is the plain doCtrine 

. of the apol1le Peter, in th0 wo'rds jul1 read. 
Thi~ dochille 'concerns' all focieties, 'under 
every form and conl1itution of government, 
whether monarchal, popular or mixed. It 
is efpecially fuited to the genius .of a 
commonwealth, founded upon this leading 
principle,. that "all men are born free and 
equal j" th~t, is~ come into the world on 
even ground' in regard to authority j no 
one having a right to govern, in virtue ef 
primogenitl.~re, or defcent from an higher 
and more noble paren~ge thin others, • 

• 
, 

The fubjea therefore is worthy of the 
attention of this refpeCl:able auditory; and 

·the fpeaker has no doubt but they will 
afford him their candid indulgence, while he 
modemyattempts to offer a few thoughts 
upon it, thoug,h he. ihould not be able to 
handle it, in a manner anfwerable to it's 
.t1ignity and importance. . 

• Accordin~ 
-

, , 
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. ~§~ordjpg· tb it's moll common ufe, the 
,woft4/Jubjefljon: fignifics the': fubmiffionof 
a~ inferior to· a: .-fupaior, and applies o.mly 
1:0 thofe duties; ,which men owe; '(0 thofc, 
~~.bq· have :au~h0.ri~y over them. ']n order 
t1~er_efor~ ~Q accommodate' the doarine'of 
mlm~aJ. fubjeCHonj ·to. all the members of a 
conimunity, :We m~fiJometimes.depart from 
the. firia (tin{C, ;~{ .. ~ :this word~ oc;vary the 
me~illng of it,Jo as. to make it-conlill: with­
the differences,.: between men; ,in ' regard 
to ,their feveral abilities; and .with thofe 
dif1jn8i0f1s·of office, rank and authority • 

. whkh arc neceffary in fociety. . . 
• 

- . . . 

It is evident that the. duties, which men 
owe to one another, and to fociety, are -nor, 
in all cafes, precifely the lame j but mua 
be different, according to the difference of 
their re[pective advantages; opportunitici 
and other circumftances.-· And when any 
one fulfils the obligations refulting from 
his .. particular condition and fiat ion in life; 
or that arjfe from· the partie'ular fphere 
of action, whether high o{ low, in which 
he-·moves ;' he does, on his part, conform 
to the; .. grcat law of mutual fubjeClion, and 
render:himfdfa· soad and ufeful member 
of fOclcty. ,.' . 

.. , 
. . - . , 

• . 
• • Every 

I 
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Elrery one ought ro cOliGJer; that be Was 
born, not for himfdf alolie, but for oiher$~ 
for fociety, for his cquhtry; a~d confe:. 
quently that he is i"ndifpcnfibly obliged to 
render the heft, affifiance and, fcrvice in his 
power, to his fdlow-citizen's arotmd him; 
and to contribute his lhare towards the 

, 

, general l':1terefi of the community ttl'which 
he belongs;, This obl:igation,' is not con­
fined to a few; but. exttnds" to all, from 
t1Ie higbdl officer in the '{tate,. through all ' 
fubordinatc ranks, and inferior orders and 
degrees; down to the :loweO: pea{ant and 
plcbcan. For though alL are not able, to 
render themfehTs ufeflll and beneficial, in 
the fame refpects; yet the're is no' one, who, 
tnjoys the powers of Halon and l1ealth, in 
any tolerable degree, but may, by a fllitable 
employment of his faculties and a~iliti('~, 
not only rerve himfelf, but the publIc, and 
make himfelf a b1emng;' in fome refpect 
or other. 

There is a refemblance' between the natu­
ral body and tne body politic. The natural 
body is compofed of many members;, none 
of which .are urelefs; but all calculated to 

anfwer fome valuable purpofe, and fubfcrve 
the good of (he whole. What therefore 
the aponIe but fays of the natural body 

with 
• 
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, ( ? ) 
• • 

witb'i view to iIlpJtrate the union, which 
ollght to fubfift between the members of 
the'chtifiian church, is equally' applica~Je to 
cNlHocieiies. 'The body, fays be,' 'is ;1i6(OnI 
tlltliz'ber, but many,' . Ififh(ljQ'ot'}lialtfoy~ . 
'Eec';;iije l'am not the hand; ranI ndt ,OJ the 
hody; is it therefore ?lot if the hody? '..And 
if the ear jhall fay,· Becaufe 1 {1m not the 
eye; I am not of the h(}ri.Y iis if'tberi}ore 
not of the body? If the 'Whole body were an 
eye; 'Where wcre the hearing? 1/ the whole 
hoc/ywere hearing, where 'were thefmelling? 
But now hath God fit fhl! members, ever.y 
one 0/ them in the body, as it hath pleajed 
1im., Thi rye cannot jay unto the hand, I 
have no need of thee; 110r again the hea4 
tinhe Jeet; I ha:ue no'need of you. Nay, 
much more thoje member.r ~f the bod)". which 
fl~m.tobe; m(Jre feeble, are~ec~!1(!r) .. " (jod 
hatJj·fo tempered the body together, that 
tbere Jhould be 1lO ]chi/fli in it ;' but that the 
inember s jbould have the fami care eme fo~ 
another. And whether O1le mem'ber fuffer, 
all the members foffer "witb it ; or "ne mem­
ber be honoured, all tbe members rejoice 
with it. ~o that the union and conne~tion 
between the feveral parts of the nat1,lral 
body, and their nece!fary dependance one 
on another, is an apt ilIuftranon of the 
&reat law t>f mutual fubjeetion in civil 

II focieties ; 
, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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rocieties ; ,the. members whercof,wnether 
rich or pO,Qr, in high life or low, j[} offi~eor 
out ,of it, {bod in need of mutuala,Qifla)1ce 
andJ~pp'6.r:r ii' witq~ut~hich it ~i1,I));~}W­
poffi~I~."to p.,romote'. the ,common Im.e~~(t, 
or 'tq .pre(~rYe th~ peace and ~arm9nji"qf 

, the "'hole., , . : .. 
, , . . , , 

~ . . ' 
. ". .. . 

,.':", '. \ 

, A man's being raired above otheYs in 
wealth or office, does not render him inde­
pendent on thofe whu are beneath him~ in 
thefe rc(pccts. He cannot [~y, he has no 
need of thore, who are in a lower condition 
and meaner circum fiances ; . ,for, without 
their aid and fervice, he ,would lofe the , 

'adyantage of his elevation;' anA, Iik~' Sa'!l1-
fon, fuorn. of his locks, bccollle .. .weak like 

. . ' . . 
other men. ' . " ': ":' . 

, " , ' , , . . , . ',.",.,., .. , .. \,\\ .... ~ 
. '. . . 

The '~echanic and tiller of.di~,grqcirid 
are. as neccffary in fociety as the legi(laior, ' 
civil magiHrate, or any o:her profeffion. 
The hbours of the poor and fcrvictsof 
tile lower c1affcs of people, in their fcveral 
callings and occupations, are of as great 
importance to the general welfare of a fiate, 
as the counfel of the wife, the bounty of 
the rich, and protection of the powerful. 
If therefore anyone, capable of .attending 

, to the common bufincfs of life, is an un­

, 
profitable 



• 

( I£ ) 
• 

• 
• • • 

profitable anduCdt;Js member of the c,om­
Ulunity, it is riut owing to any neceffity 
anGlIg from bis ontw.ard condition. in the 
worll, but to fome faulty.caufe. . 

-• • 

Whoever, fuppreffing a regard. for the 
good of others, c0ofines. himfelf to; the 
narrow circle of his own private . interef~, 
does thereby render himfelf, at bdl, a nu": 
fance to fodety. Such an. one can have no 
jun:. claim to honour .and refpea, 1ft his 
ftation in life be what it will. It is not 
the external fplendor ot their circumftances, . 
bur a confl:anr .endeavour to be good. and 
to do good, according to their abilities, 
that makes men truly. great and honourable. 
In the fight of God, who reJpcEletb not 
perflns, but in judging of men regards only 
the moral differences between them, no out­
ward condition is more honourable thall 
another. The true criterion of real worth 
is a man's. copduct, in that nation or poft in 
life, w betber confpicuous or. obfcme, which 
providence has allotted to him. . . 

• 
" 

It is the bufinefs of civil rulers, who are 
intrufied with the high powers of govern­
ment, to eoaCl: and take care for the dfc{tu'al 
execution of fuch laws, as fhall . be beft 
calculated to rellrain the exorbitancy of the 

.hQman • 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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human paffions, to guard individuals againA: 
infults and outrages, arid feeure everyone 
in the peaceable enjoyment of liberty, pro­
perty, and all the bleffings of fociety. Abd 
while they employ their authority and 
power, in purfuit of thefe great ends. of 
their promotion. it, ~s. duty and interefl: 
of people at .' yield a cbearful 
obedience to ready compliance 
with thoferules,;.regula s and laws, which 
are made and provided,' for the benefit of 
each panicular member, in harmoDJ with 
the profperity and welfare of the whole 
colleClive body . 

• 

The grand end of foCial union and of the 
inlHtution of. civil government, is the good 
of rhe whole, and 1 of every individual in 
confiltence therewith. This end may be 
fruftrated, not only by an abufe of power 
in' rulers; but alfo by an abufe of liberty 
in the people. Power 3bufed ceafes to 
be lawful authority, and degenerates into 
tyranny. Liberty abured, or carried to 

. excefs, is licencioufnefs. Neither of thefe 
can confifl with tht good of fociety. The 
former, cnrefifted, .will in troduce £lavery, 
and ignominious fervitude,among the lower 
ranks and orders of people. The latter is 

. a prolific fourceof diforder and anarchy. 

• Whet. 
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\V11('0 rulers take the advantage of the 
powers they are vefted with~ to opprcfs, 
their fubjeCls and rob people of their jufit 
rights, in order tD inrich and' a~grandize 
themfe!vcs, they cO'unteraCl: the verxend of 
their advancement, and jn~.eaq of being 
minijlers of God for gQod, beGoflle rods of 
his [chool for correCl:ion (not w fay, mini .. 
fiers of the devil for mifchief.) . And when 
people, under pretence of Ub~r.ty, refufe 
obedience to lawful . authority, and oppore 
the meafures of jufl government, meeTly 
becaufe fuch meafures d.o not coincide with 

. their priv~te view!> and fep~rate imerefis, the 
principles on which they acr, are evidendy 
inconfifient with a flate of {ocicty, and kad 
direCtly back to a fiate of nature. For 
where loch an excefs of liberty is claimed 
and allowed, as leaves it optional with every. 
individual to obey or difob~y the civil autho­
rity, according as he 111 all judge it to be for 
or againl1 his particular intereH, a ,flate of 
focicty cannot differ much from a nate of 

• 

nature. 

If every man, without compuiGon, would 
flriCl:Jy conform to the obligations of natural 
law, there wQuld be no oecaGon for form­
ing any facial connections, or uniting under 
any forms of civil government. Bnt fuch 

• 
1S 

, 
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;~ e\'idently th~ flate of human nature; fJch 
th~ di[order of tbe human paffions j fucb 
the power of cn'.:y, prejudice and a lufl: of 
dc)fl1ination; fuch the force of. evil byaiTes, 
proceeding from ignorance, contrac1:ed views 
and competitions of interefl:; that without 
the irmod:.JCl:ion of focial comp1Ct and civil 
authority, mankind could have no depen­
dence upon mutual help and aili1l:ancc, nor 
an y fecurity againfl: abufes and injuries, 
violence and rapine. . , 

It ~eing neceff:lry for men to unite' in 
[oeiety, and cflabliih civil government, in 
order effeCl:ua!1y to avail themfelves of the 
advantages of mutual fuccour, defence and 
proteCtion; with'Jut which, their enjoy­
ments would be few and precarious, and 
t."Jeir inconveniences and dangers great and 
dii1reffing: this being the care, everyone, 
who has jufl: conceptions of things (far 
from claiming a liberty to Jo whatever his 
ambition, avarice or partiality to himfelf 
might dictate to be right) mufl: feel him [elf 
obliged to confult the general welfare, by 
conforming to the la.ws of fociety, confH­
tutionally made by public authority, for the 
good of the whole; though fuch laws fhould 
iometimes interfere with his private views, 
ind ccntradict his prejudices. 

The 
• 
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Tbe public good 15 the attraCl:inr, point, 
the common cmtrc"of gravity, which iliould. 
contine, regul~ and govern the motions of 
all the mcmbtrs of focie{y. Whc:n any fly 
off from this poinr~lld rake an excentric 
cDurre, the coercion of Jaw fhou{d be ufed, 
to ch.eck. their irrei,ular"motions",'and reduce 
thim back to their proper centre, "in order 
that thc<X'wnomy and beauty of the politic 
fy~erp may be preferved, and the bands of 
focicty remain unbroken. 

• " . -
• 

That a due fubordination may be kept up 
between the feveral parts of the politic body; 
and all the members thereof be maGe to 
confpire, in the. q::ercife of. their refpeCl:jyc 
funCtions, to the health and happincfs of 
the whole; effeCtual care ihoulq be taken 
to prevent govcrnn~cnt from falling into 
wntempt, To honour thofe, who are in­
trufted with the powers of government, is 
one thing, evidently necefTary for this end. 
This therefore is a duty which we owe to 
rociety. And that people may have no 
excu[c for not doing their duty, in this re­
fpeCt, it concerns all civil officers, efpecially 
thofe in high rank and authority, to main­
tain their dignity, by a decent gravity of 
deportment, an inflexible adherence to the 
nll,s eyf juO:ice and ~quity, :and a fl:eady 

application 

, 

" 
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application to the bufinefs of' their (};altro 
ftatio!l~. Such a c0!1duc1, in rulers, has a 
powerful1endency to atfraCt dlcem" anc! 
command r(fpect and veneration. BUl tho' 
they fhould jufily merit the highefi hOl1otJn, 

by a worthy behaviour, and a zealous uni, 
. form ~ilTfui[ of the 'great eodsof their pro­
motion, it wouid hot be at all firange, to find 
fame few, difpofed to wirhuld from them 
due refpea and fubmiilion. For there always 
have been, and probably always will be, 
fome in the world, who under rhe baneful 
influence of thofe levelling' principles, that 
cannot brook any civil dittinCtions and re­
firaints, dfjpiJe go~'ernment, and ./peak e':Jil 
of dignities. Pcrfons of this defcription are 
dangerous members of raciet)', as rheir prin­
~iples and practices are filbverfive of all 
civil authority, and tend direCtJy to piunge 
civil government into an univcrfaI .. vrack 
of ruin. 

It deferves to be rcmembred, that we 
honour [ocicr)" when we honour rhofe,'tyho 
arc cloathed with lawful authority. r~or ~s 
all lawful amhority in mIers, is derived 
from the people, th~ough the medium, of 
thar confiirutional t~mpaa, which oinds 
them together in one body; fa to treat the 
nlers af a people, with refpeCt and hononr, 

fuitable 



fl.1ita6le to their puhlic dwaEtel S, ~.nd the 
offices which rhey furtain, is a propff cx­
preffion of that reverence, which individuals -
owe to the community, as a body. I may 
add, that as the rerped: ihewn to thofe, who 
are in publia itations, redounds to the pub­
lic; fo it alfo tends to make a people appear 
re[peCtable, and to give to government tbe 
energy, lIcceffary for attaining the ends of 
it. On ·the contrary, to wiebold refpeCt 
from thofe, who have been confiitutionc.lIy 
promoted to offices of authority and power, 
is to calt a flight and contempt on the whole 
body of the people, :md tend~ to make 3. 

fociay appear mean and defpicab!e, to relax 
the reins of governmcm and undermine the 
very foundations of i~ . 

• 

It is reaf~nable indeed fora people to keep 
a jealous eye upon· thofe, who are bctrufted 
with power, in the feveral departments of 
governmenr. This is lleceffary ro keep them 
on their guard, againn all encroachments 01.\ 

their liberties, and [0 pre[erve [hem in a 
rcadincfs to rdill: the firfi approaches of 
defporifm. Bur fufpicions may b.: carried 
too far .. \Vhcn upon inftdficient puunds, 
they arc -indulged to fuch a degree, as [0 

ddhoy aWconfidcncc in civil rulers, and 
encourage the impatience of people under 

G ttJ~ 
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.the r,c.flraj[lt~, pf Jaw .• , they a.r~ of dangerous 
conrequ,enc~ ';," 'as' the:y pl~nt the feeds o'tfac~ 
,tion, a: con~.u,lfh;e' di[ea'fe,rhat tIlreatens the 
di«ol:utioi)'::~f 'the 'body. politic. ~hcn 
fa:CtioncfJ,iers it (hh(?; v.:jth irs ufual train of 
virulence, n1alev'ole:n~e ~n:d ~bl1fivc inveCtive, 
j't unfhin'g's ~he nerve~of, go~ernrri~nt, and 
introduces, fueh diforder and lfncerrainty 
into' pupli~ ,mea[tires, '~rid fueh fhifeand 
'divifion among' people,. ,as are inconfiftent 
with tpe, public fafety, fecurity and profpe­
rity. ," 'This difiemper is generally the off­
fpring of envy and" difappointed . am bition. 
Avarjcce always {lands ready to fofter and 
nur fe'~ to increafe and' inflame it, by ground­
lefs Ciirninations of 'Iilcn and meafures 'j 
efpccially whell thepuhlic exigellces re'q~iire 
heavy taxes, and fxpcnGveexertions; 

, '. 

Th~ inconveniences and mifchiefs, that 
, , 

mu{l. acrue,Jo' fO,ciety, from this, and every 
oth~r· gro~' 'viQlatiQIl of the law of mutual 
fubj~tticin, are fuffi,Cien,t to convince anyone 
~f the rieceffity of a {triet adherence to it. 
Our 'obligation to avoid divifive principles 
~nd praCtices, arid by a connant interco~rfe 
of 11lu'tual good, .offices, to endeavour to 
make ourfelves benefi'~ial to .one another, 
and ferviceable to [ociety, istherifote a plain 
diCtate of reafon and comm6rt' "fenfe. I 

, , ,. ,2:' 'would 
, , 

, 

, 

, 
, 

• 



, , , 

,- , 

wouI.~~'a~'d (if al)yd~(ire further t~tisfa~ion) 
th~,t :tJti~'?~Ii~atio~ is ,enf&ced: u.~~n' .us, in 
the facred fCflptures; by r~e authorIty ,of 
th,e fup'i'C01eLegifhto~ and Goyernor'of the 
\vorId. The weirds 'at the head df this dif­
cotl~fe;a(~ "the '\'v~i'ds ' of. an apo{t!e, ' u';lder 
the infpiration or. God. Anocher' infpired 
apotHe exprelfes 'h}mfelf to the famepurpofl!, 
in thde' words, Let no '1ntl.1l je'ek hi; own' j 

/;/l.t e'very man another's .7JJeaith. "Look not 
every mail 'on his OW1l things j bZit, e'very man 
IIlfo on the: things of olbers. The meaning 
of which is,that,men ought not to confine 
thcirviews to their own private interefl-, but 
to' extt:tid their regards to the welfare or 
others, and exercifc a benevolent concern 

• ••• • ~ . • I '. • '. 

and care for the' good of [heir' ~dlow-
creatures. , 

. ' 

This alfo is a doctrine exprefsly taught by 
the great author of our 110Iy religion, whe~ 

. he cOlnmands us to love our ll~iibbour af , 
our:felves j and enjoins upan uS t'h'atcom· 
prehenGye rule of equity and ,charity, All 
things whatfoever ye would tbat nzcn Jhould 
do to you,' do ye even fo to them. .' 

, ' 

., 

" ' 

It. may not be improper to obfave here, 
that the chrifHan religion recommends itfdf 
to the embraces of every lover of mankind l 

by 
• 

, 
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by its b{'ing the mort benevolent inltirmie'm 
in the ,",wrld, admirably calculated; by it's 
dOCtrines, piecepts and fmCtions, to promote 
prace on eartb, and good will among men. 
And whoe.:cr duly confiders the nature of 
chriP.imi(y, :1nd ,mends to it's adaptednefs 
to fu?prefs the corrupt lull-s, and rc!lrain 
th~ irregular paffions of men; to fill the. 
mind. with noSle fentimeflts of piety and 
beDevolenc~, and engage people in purruits, 
fuitable to {h~ l~jgnirj', :tnd conducive to the 
happinefs of their reafonable natures; cannot 
doubr, but (other things being alike) he, 
who has imbibed the (pirie and principles of 
this religion, will make a better magilhate! 
a better !egifiatOf, a better judge, and in 
fuori, _fill every offi ce lod department in 
government, with more honour tb himfelf 
and advantage to the public; and, in private 
life, make a better fubjeCt and a better citi­
zen; than one who has formed his views and 
fcntimen~~, upon any other fyftcm of religion 
and morals . 

• 

It has indeed been objeCted, as an etrcn~ 
tial defeCt in ehriflianity, by fome not well 
affected to i[, that it no where particular! r 
recommends the noble virtue of patriotifm. 
But (not to inlla on any thing eIre) . it is 
fuffici~rt t!) reply to this objeCtion, that 

whatever 



( :n ) 

whatever there is excellent and laudable in 
pltriocifm, is included in that generous ,mel[ 
diffnfive bene>olence, which is the animating 
foul of this religion. Virtuous parriotifm, 
far from implying any ill-will to the reft 
of manJ~;ncl. is Dothinr> clk~, but the nt_fin-

. LJ 

clpie oC univerfal benevolence, excrcifed 
as far as a man's po'V .... er extends, UFO!) the . ; 

objeCts that chim hi~ firfl regards. for a$ 
no one has ability to carry hi. good will to 
all men into effcct ; ft) rC:l[on v; ill teach <"very 
one, that his firrr obligation i: to thore, with 
whon, he is I;no,"(; in1rtlc:'c\i;ltcly conneEl:ed, 
and where providence has aaigned him his 
nation and fphcl'c of ufefulncfs. Should a 
man fupprefs a particulil.r affeClion for the 
[ociety, with which he is moil clorely 
united, and negleCt the interdl: of his own 
country under pretence of exercit'ing equal 
benevolence towards all mankind, it would 
be the fame thing, in effect as to refolv-e to 
be ufdef~, ;and negleCt the good of all. 
For there is no othel' way, in which any 
one can render himfclf ferviceable to tIJOfe 
parts of the great community of mankind, 
with which he Ilas no fpecial conneCtion, 
than by the exercife of an hearty zeal for 
the welfare of his own country, and en­
deavouring, in the mofl: effectual manner. 
to promotcrthe good of that foci.ety, which 

bounds 

• 
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• 
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, . . . 

bounds "the' tph~r~ of' hi,s' j'hfluence and 
po~e~~ ~ In (his /e~[e,ari(p1iJ~i,s ~aYI,'~1l 
men, 10 all the dJ!1:mct fhuesalld kmgdoms 
pf the world, ,may and dughtto be jubjell 
to one another. " It is thus only that we can. 
fulfil our obligations to all mankind. ' 

I 

" True it is, patriotifm is but a blind affec­
tion, and effetHially defell:ive as to ariy vir~ 
tuous excellence, if it prompts a man to 
defend the cau(e of his country, when his 
country forms itfelf :into a factipn againfl: 
the righcs of mankind, and is wickedly en­
deavoufing to bring other fta~es and' nati(;ms 
unde~, it's atbit;rary jurif~iCl:ion andgovern-:­
ment. No one, who will confult the'fober 
dictates o( rcafon, /can fuppofe himfelf ~bli.; 
ged to erp~ufe fuch an uprighteous canCe, 
or freely to afford any Cupport to his coun­
try, in the profecution of fuch an evil de· 
fign. The principle of benevolence to all~ 
clearly ~rbids thi's. But the fame principle 
obligeS the members of every community, 
to a zealous exertion, in defence of' their 
rights, laws and liberties, when the fame 
are indangered by, the unrighteous claims, I 

and violent proceedings of ambitious ene­
mies. In fuch a cafe, defenfi ve wllr is a 
dnry, found~not barely on the principles 
of fdf-prefervation and patriotifm, but 

, alfo 

, 



, 

nlfa on the pril',lcipl~ of unct;)l)fined qniver­
fal,bencvolence';)~ being iv,id,¢n,t~i for th~ 
int'ercft. of all ,ma~ki,nd, thadn aJI~parts of ' 

, the world, thofeihouldbe, opp,ded, to .t~c 
la.~ eJ.Ctremity,. 'who are, eti,deavqurin " ta, 
lidvarlce themfelves'. upon the ,ruins' 0 ,the. 
effential rights of human nature., ' , 

, .. 

The man, who makes the happinefs and 
profperity of his couQtry, a grand objc~ 
of his zealousputfuit, and generoufl 
rifques Jii~ life and fortune, when the ca e 
J:equires it, in the defem:e of it's conltitution 

. and'Jaws, is a charaaer~worthy of univerfal 
efieem and honour. Such .an one, fa fa.r 
as his abilities extend, exercifes friendfhip to 
a,1 m(:n. What then fhall we Jay of thole 
who, when the, rights and liberties of their 
'~orihtry, are in danger of falling a prey to 

, the afpiring ambition of proud invaders, 
.,WI10 have ~aged. an unjuft war .againfl: it, 
Hand aloof, . and not only refufe to affifi in 

'faving it from',~in, but defcrt it, and, of 
free choice, join 'the franaard of the enemy? 
Canfuch perfoos make good their preten­
fions,' I wiII, not fay to pairiotifm, but to' 
general: benevolence? Whatever be their 

, motives, are'they not to be viewed as ene­
mies, if aCtions have any meaning? And 

, Ihould th~ir countrYl which they have thus 
..' '. ne2lelted 

, 

, 

• 

• 
, 

, 

, 
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• , 

. . . , 

ncglelte4,~nd at;imdo~ed" to: its fate' ~n a 
time of trouble' and, dan-ger, be fuccefsful 
inits endeavours to mainta,in its cuuH:!. and 

"-')" , . 
defeat the defigns pf' its ~riemies~mufi not 
'their admiffioh : afterwards to' the freedom 
and' privileges : of it l be, an aCl:' of meef 
favour and fpedal grace~' to which they can 
lay no equitable claim ?*, ' ! 

, ChrilHanity indeed obliges us to lo'tJe and 
forgive our enemies,' and do' good to chofe 
who treat us m. ,'But, this obligation does 
not extend fa far,' all to exclude a regard to 
our own fafeey and defence." It wo~ld be 
unreafonable to fuppafe, that our good·wiIl 
to enemies, ought to fupercede our obli~a· 
tions to ourfelves and to , our country ;or 
that we are required to confult their welfare, 

. 'b ' , Y 
, 

'II< It is far frolD the intention of the authO'r to decide the 
, 

queftion, whether ,tae faith: ofthefe ftates is pJiihted 
1Iy treaty, for the, reftoratioo, of thofe dif.ppointed 
people, who are aommonly cal,led, abfentees, to the 
lights and privileges of citizenlbip. He leaves the 
deciiion of ~his qoeftiol1 with thof~. who have better 
means of information. and more difceromeot. than he . 

• I' • 't" 

can pretend to. H!= doubts Dot, but his countrymen ' 
are difpofed, in all cales;' to :preferve their oaiioiii\l 
bonoar, inviolate. If tbat is not. ~eogaged or ple"clge~. 
in behalf IIf thofe, who forfook us in our late c"ntefr, 
andc:hofe the fide of the eilemy; "it, mult • b~ 'deidr­
mined by other confideratioDs,: whethct they /hall. be 
.fcftoml, or Aot, to forfeited favoir. 

, 

• 
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by' methods that' would' encourage and 
promote their evil ddigtlS, and put us . into 
fuch a fituation,.as" to lie at their mercy. 
It is allowed by alJ, that a vindictive temper 
is inconfilh!nt with the fpirit . and . precepts 
of chrifiianity. Whoever does any thing 
meerly for the' fake .of revenge, . odn: order. 
to gratify his malevolent refentmcrits,' trarif­
gre{fes the chrifHan Jaw of benevolence. 
But a man may take fuch meafures for his 
own fecurity and defence, as 1hall operate 
to the difadvantage of his enemies, -and at 
the fame time preferve a chriflian temper. 
If by the conduCt of enemies, we are unhap­
pily reduced to this alternative; either to 
take fuch meafures, as will involve them in 
trouble and diflrefs; or t() fupprefs our-Jevc , 
to ourfelves, to our fri~nds, and to fociety ; 
common fenfe will teach us on which' fide 
our obligation lies. In cafes of competition. 
even private friendfhip ought to yield to the 
public good; much more ought benevolence 
to'an enemy'rogive way to thegood of qur 
country; and [O:temain fufpended, as to out­
ward exercifes, when the cafe is fo circum­
fiance'd, that i~ taA.~ot be thus exerted, with ... 
out counteracting ,:the intereft of the com­
munity to which we belong. A regard to 
the public ought'tozfwalJow up,every'partial 
affetlion, inconfttlent with the general intereft. 

. / I)' It 
• 

• 

1 

•• , 
• 
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Ids to tIle hon(mr of America, that from 
the time we were tirf!: th'reatned with , - . , 

. BritHh tyranny, to ,thecomrnencement of 
the late war; and from the commencement 
of the war, thro"all the fiages and viciffitucles 
oOt, to it's h~ppy eonclufion ; {he has pro­
ducedan illufl:riousb,and of worthy patriots, 
who, unaCtuated b,y ~ny unfriendly di(po{i­
tions-towards the rettof mankind,have, with 
unihlken firmnefs and fortitude, defended ' 

_ her caufe, in the cabinet and in the field, 
by the pen and by the fword, againll the 
arbitra.ry claims and hoftill! violence of her 
unnatural and cruel enemies. lnfpired with 
(he love of liberty, moved by the ge-nerous 
impulfe of patriotic virtue, how many, quit­
ting the calm enjoyments of domeRic cafe 
Ind tranquility, havemagnanimoufly encoun­
tred and- braved all the fatigues and dangers 
of war, and voluntarily facrificed their lives 
for the fupport of t~e cities of our God" in 
the unabridged enjoyme~t of their r:cligion 

,and liberties! Time would-fail 111e. to give 
a catalogue of thofe·wonhks,' who, un~nd­
midated by the'vaunting nlenacq an.d fulmi­
nating proclamations of.B.r-jd01Rab,£ha.k~$, 
have nobly dared: to efp~pf.e ~he· caufe of 
American Iib~rty, and·, dilHflguifhed tbem­
fdves by their herojc :e.~p;t-iol)S ; 'not count­
ing their /iV(.f dC(lr, that/pey mi,htJa7.l& 

. . their 

• 

, 

• 
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theirfountry. Th~ir~ n~m~;are . ~rit,tef\on 
Ollfl h511rtsf as w.itb a,p~n.,ofirp.1J" q!!d p,qi'lt 
of a diamQ1fd; a~d. will ~~,confe~~~t~d,to. 
honourable remembrance, .. in the annal~~ ,of 
America, rill time ihall be no more;. while - , . '. . . . . 

t.he name 9f..every envious, fneering ft;offer, 
calutl1~j3:tor., ansi "wic~e,d ;:confpi~!1tor, ,is: 
eitJIer lq(t,ill,oblivion, pr d00.med ,to perpetual 
infamy. ;. '. ':'" 

, , 
, .' . I ." • ' 

.' . ...,' i··' , : 

.' Some, it may be, wh(}fe frozeQbreafls 
have:n~v~r,yet been warmed with Jhegene­
rc~us flame of patriotic fire,in order t9 detraCl: 
from the merit of the zealous affertors and . , . . 
cl~fenders of the liberties of their· country, 
will pretend there is no fuch thing as public 
virtue. But if there are any fuchcontraCled 
fouls, who, without a b)uih, .profefs to 
.have no focial affeCtions, of force enough. I 

to give them the leafl motion out of the 
narrow {p~ere. of felf, It may be beU: 
not to difpute feelings with them; but. to . 
allow them all that fordid felfiihnefs which 
they. claim, and not affront. them by contra­
diction. But Jet US not facrifice Qur own 
generous feelings, to their fyfiem. rhey· 
have no more right to impofe th~ir feelings 
upon us, than we have to impofe' Qurs upon 
,hem. ' , 

• , • • 

It , 
• 

, 

, 
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'It mufl give pleafore to every true friend 
nf.human kind,to confider, that the late 
g'rand'revolution; which has raifed fo great 
a part of AmeriCa into a flate of indepen--=' 
dtnce, was undertaken, and, by the affill:ance ' 
of divine providence,' has been ,brought 
about; not from ambitious views, or a fond- , 
Dcfs for dominion; but upon prinCiples 
fi-iendly to the rights and liberties of every 
nation, upon the face ·of th~ whole earth. 
Unprompted by ambition to enlarge her ter~ 
ritories byunjuftconqudls,or to compel :lny 
other ~ates or kingdoms to fuhmit to her 
ufurped authorit:y and government, America 
has contended only for the common right~ of 
men. Her grand aim, her ultimate object 
in all her flr~lgg1es and exert?ons, has heen, 
not to prepare a yoke of bt9ndage for the 
necks of others; but to free herfelf and 
pofterity from the tyranny of lawlefs' arbi­
trary power (that feurce of plagues to the 
weak and defencelefs part of mankind) and 
~o [ecure thofe bleffings, without which, the 
great ends. of fodety, mull: he loll:. With' 
the moll: perfea cordiality, we have wHhed, 
and fl:iU willi, to cultivate friendfhip with all 
nations, on ruch a faoting, 'as fhall be 
ta mutual advantage, and conduce to the 
general good af the whole warld. In regard 
even t9 Britain, per fu. ded 1 am, that the 

.. inhahit;tnts 

• 
, 

, 
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inhabitants' of thefe fla.tes" (with veryJew 
exceptions) might fafely appeal to the great 
Searcher ofheatts, as a whnefs torheir fin­
cerity, fhould they dedare, that t.hough: /he 
has treated them in the !lioit barbarous and 
prov~king manner, and forced them in their 
own defence, to fly to arms, and engage in a 
long and bloody war; yet they neverwithed 
to fee her deprived of fr~edom, or reduced 
to inglorious fubjeClion to any power on 
earth. Though" fhe has cut the knot of 
kindred-love, and effeCtually defiroyed that 
predileCtion," which produced a fpecial at­
tachment to her,- in preference to others. 
yet we are not fo implacable and unfor­
giving, but that we can heartily wifh her 
profperity and happinefs, in common with 
other nations. ' , 

• 

The independence of there American 
frates, being founded on' ruch a broad baGs 
of generous philanthropy, we have reafon 
to hope they will frill be the fpecial care" 
and charge of the gracimls Parent of fhe 
univerfe, whofe tender mercies are over all 
his wor,+s j and that, "under his almighty~ 
patronage, they will become a permanent 
flourithing empire, fupported by the prin-_ 

(." ciples of virtue, religion and liberty without 
licentioufnefs, 

l.et 
, 

, 

" 



, 

, 

, 

Let me, on' this occalion, with all the 
fenfibiIity of lively JOYl exprefs my hearty 
congratulations, on the happy celfation of 
hqftilities, after a moll:" diUreffing, expenGve 
and -bloody war. Hail, aufpicious happy 
day, that has put- a flop to the effullon of 
hUinan blood and -the horrors of war, aed 
fueathed the ,devouring fword; that has 
crowned om virtuous efforts with glorious 
fuccefs, giving us efiablifhed independence 
y.rith the returning bleffings of peace, and 
filling our mo~ths with fongs of triumph ! 
Men, brethren, and fathers, I felicitate you, 
I felicitat.c my country, on this great, this 
glorious event; an event, which cannot but 
cau[e every patriotic heart to expand with 
joy, at the profpecr of the bright fcenes 
which it opens to view, after a long and 
gloomy night of forrowand trouble. 

< 

'What acknowledgments do we' owe to 
the fupreme Governor of the world; who 
was pleafed to hear our cries, in the da)1is 
of our difirefs, and to give us perfevering 
courage and fortitude. in thofe trying times, 
when our affairs wore the gloomieO: afpea ; 
when we were involved in awful fcenes of 
Ilavock, blood and carnage, and furrounded 
with the depredations and fuocking ravages 
of a war, carried on againft us with favage 

wantonnef~ ; 
• 



, 
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" 
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wantonnefs ;, who waspleafed to defend: us, ' 
by his mighty power, wIlen we'were weak, 
unprepared and unequal to the confliCt, 
a,nd to enable us to make fuch arioble 
1land, and to gain {uch fignal victories, 
while we were without ally, as gave us 
refpectability abroad, and induced one of 
the firlt European powers, heartily to dpoufe 
our caufe, arid affin, us by a generous and 
friendly alliance: who hath been ourfhield 
and protection, from the firfl:, rife of the 
war, through all the hazardous progrefs' of 
it, and hath led forth our armies, under the 
conduCt of a wife, brave and intrepid general, 
exp~rt ill war, of fingular equanimity in 
{uccefs and difappoimment, indued with a 
foul formed for noble atchievem'ents, whom 
he was pleafcd' to raife up ,and qualify for 
the important ,command which has been 
'committed to him, and to ,hononr as a di­
fiinguifhed inftrument of the emancipation ' 

• 
• 

of his country? TheJe are. ,,!,he Lord's dQ­
ings, and they are mar'Ucljpiuin-Qur'eyes. :. 

, , ' 

. - , " 'II"·'!!' - .~. . 
, , " 

. When we look back on. ,the, difficulties 
and hazards' in';which we "have been in­
volved ; when: we confider what engines of 

: mifchief anddcfuuction have been employ­
ed to work oilr 'ruin; when 'we refleCt on 
the 'perils and dangers we were in, GOt only 

from 

i 

I 
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from the policy and power,' the firatagems 
and violence of open and profdfed enemies, 
but from' the infidious arts, treacheries and 
confpiracies of falfe and deceitful men 
among ourfdves ; who, .under the difgeife 
of friendfhip or mafk of neutrality, have 
confiantly endeavoured to difhearten and 
difcourage us, to obfrru{t our mea[ures, re­
tard our operations and difappoint our en­
terprizes, and, at the fame time~ fecretly to 
ajd the caufeof rhofe, who had unjufily 
compelled us, to make· our ap~al to Heaven, 
as our lall: refort: When we ,confider thefe 
things, what reaCon have we to a~'ore the 
merciful providence of almighty God, who, 
by many fignal interpofitions in our favo.ur, 
.has finally baffled and defeated the miC­
chievous machinatiQns of all our enemies, 
both feeret and open; difconcerted- the 
plans of thofe who unrig~teou£ly rofe up 
againll: us, ;md obliged' them (notwithfiand­
ing all their pride of power, and vain conti-' 
dence of reducing' us to unconditional rub­
million) to yield the grand point contended _ 
fOf, by. negotiating a peace with us, .upon " 
the footing of equality: and independence! 
With the greatefl: pertinency:. may we now 
adopt the language of the royal pfalmifi, ~nd 

Jay, If it had not btt.1l the' Lord, 'who was 
on aur fide} when men roft: rep agaiT!ft us ; 

. thm 

• 
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, tben they had J7.,!ollowed 111 'lIpquick, when 
their wrath: was kindled againJl us; then 
the waters had overwheimcd us, thejlriam 

. had gone over our foul;. then the proud 
walers had gone over our Jou!. BleJfod be the 
Lord, who has not gi'ven us, III a prcy to their 
teeth. Our Joul is eJcaped as a bird out of the 
/narc of the fl7.vlers; the /narc is broken, and 
we arc eJcaped. . Our help is itt the name of 
the Lord, who made heaven O1zd carth • 

• 

• • 

If we have wifdom to make a good im­
provement of this happy event, what bIef .. 
flngs and felkit!cs, that this world is capable 
of affording, may we not fecur.e to ourfclves 
and to our pofiericy? When we look for­
ward, what glorious profpetts open to view! 
How pJeafant muft· ir be to c:very lincere 
lover of his country, to entenain his fancy 
with future kenes, and behold, through 
the medium of probable conjettt1fe, the 
future glory, grandeur and magnificence of 
America! To behold her raifed fup~rior to 
all . her enemies; extending her friendly 
arms for the [uppon and proteCtion of other 
flates and nations againH the attacks of refi­
lefs encroaching ambi tion ; and (while none 
dare to difirufi.· or affront her) offering a 
refuge and afylum, in her 'bofom~ to the 
injured and oppre1l'ed of the human race in 

. E all 

• -

• 
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all qU1rtets of-the globe! To behold wealth 
and opulence flowing in upon her, i.n con­
tinual fireams, from the inexhaufiible fouJee, 
of agriculture, and a free trade and com­
merce with all nations! 'f 0 behold her . . 

fpreading, by a rapid population, over thofe 
vaft traCts of uncultivated land, which are 
now the haunts of wild beafl:s, and fee the 

• 

wilderntJs, by the hand of indufl ry, changed 
into a fruitful field, b~olfoming as the ·rofe, 
and yielding, in plentiful exuberance, every 
rural comfort and delight! To behold her 
exalted to noble heights of improvement, in 
every ufeful art arid fdence; mOllnting' 
on the thong pinions of virtue, learning, 
eloquence, religion, philofophy, an.d other 
fublime intelieCtual accoulplilhmems, above 
Greece and Rome, in their zeni rh of glory! 

• 

. There are agreeable profpefrs ; but whe­
ther America filallever realize them, depends 
m Dch upon the wifdom and virtue of the 
prefent generation.. Every patriot, from 
tbe highelt to the lowell- order, has now an 
extco five field opened before him, for the 
difplay of his utmofi: abilities, in providing 
for the future peace and profperity of hi~ 
country. The confequences of our cond[!tr . 

, at this opportunity, will affe8:, not ourfelve. 
only, but unborn milliom •. 

. Every 

• 

; 
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Every conGderation proper to influence 
the. human mind, obliges us to exert our­
felves, to make fure of the bleffings, which 
are now offered by the. propitious hand of 
providence, and 'to tranfmit the fame to 

fucceeding generations. Should we neglecc 
the m~ans necdfary for thefe purpores, the 
bright day, which now beams upon us, • 
may foon be over.call: with. clouds; and our 
fongs of trrumph end in new fcenes· of 
forrow and trouble. 

• 

The Britifh troops arc not yet removed. 
Their withdrawment, as foqn as conveniency 

, will permh, is necefi"ary to give us fuII a{f~r­
ance that the . .reconciliation on the part. of 
Britain, is fincere. Sufpicion thereforethould 
not fleep, . until they are withdrawn .. ' Pru­
dence, wifdom, reafon, require vigilance and· 
caution, and oblige us to be on our guard. 

Though the land now rcflJ from war, and 
we daily cxpeCl to hear that the definitive 
treaty .of peace iscompleatly ratified, yet it . 
would be exceedii~gly unfafe for people to 
lay by their arms, and negleCt all military' 
matters. Our country affords fo many tempt­
ing .0bjeCts to excite the ambition of olher 
nations (efpecially.of thofe, who can have cafy 
accefs, by reafon of a proximity of territory) 

• . that 

, 



• 

• 

that we can have no fecurity of a lat1:ing peace, 
or of enjoying long the bleffings of freedom, 
if we fhollid totally withdraw our attention 

. from [he arts of war~ and be unprovided 
with the means 0[- defence. Standing ar­
mies in a time ot peace are indeed dangerous 
to liberty; but a well' f urnithed and well 
difciplineq militia is of great importance to 
a flatc, being necetrary either to prevent a 
war, or to put people into a capacity to de­
fend themfdves againfl ~ny invaGon or attack 
from their enemies .. The public welfare 
requires that our militia be kept on [llch a 
refpeClable footing, as {hall render us fecure 
at home, and. formidable' abroad. But 
leaviqg it to the wifdom of our rulers to_ 
determine what is befl in reference' to this 
matter, let me obf':fve, that 

, \ 

. The inhabitants of thefe flates are under 
the mort fac~ed oGligations, not only to con­
rult the happiocfs of the flates, to which 
they refpeClivcly belong, by difcountenancing 
all diforders, fuppreffing thofe vices, that 
are inconfillent with the interefl offociety, 
and giving encouragement and fupport to 
every "irtue, upon which the peace, prpf­
perity and fiability of each fiat~, fepar~tely 
confidered, depend; but by endeavouripg to 
Hrcngthen thof~ bapds of,union, which have 

, {1qnpefr(;d 

, 



, 

, • 

, 37 
, 

, 
, • I • • 

e:onnea~d tI~e,' whole together, as . one inde­
pendent lutton. By [olemo. confeder~cy 
and cqmpaa'e~ery,one is bound, ,to keep 
the good of all'th!i: fliltes i~ view, while he 
aims to promote ,the' goo'd:~f th¢ particular 
!tate with whi~h:he is more, immediately 
connected. In order to preferve the union 
between the frates" and efra~fifu, .it upon'a 
permanent ' bafi~1 wI1a.t'ever)s; inconfillent 
with the principles,wh~ch, ripqri the niatureft 
deliberation, have b~en ~dopted~ as the grand 
cement of it, mull ;,becarefully avoided; 
and a proper attention be paid to the intcreft 
and welfare of the \,Vhole. Tbe [eparate 
good of the feveral fiates, is to be purfued 
only by [uch meaf.lJri~s, as fua)l. harmonize 
with the good 'of aU in the confederacy. 

, , . 
• 

Nothing did more encourage Britain to 
undertake and protraCl;the late war, than a 
prefumption, that it would be impoffible for 
frates, fa dillan~ from one another; fo differ­
ent, in many refpeas, in their education 
and manners; and between which, from 
fituarion and other drcumfrances, there 
would often be an interference and 'compe-

. ti,tion of interell; to unite, or remain long 
united in one common caufe. By mortify:, 
lng' experience ni¢ is now cOllvinced of her 
min~kc; having feeo thc union gather flrength 

and 
, 

• 

, , 

• 

• 

, 
• 
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Ind confirmation, under the overruling hand 
of providence, from the ,rery meafuiu whicQ 
{he took, in hopes to break 'and ddhoy it. 
Cliagrined at' this difappointJ?lcnt of our 
enemies, it is: pollible there mav be [oine 

, 'among us, who having alwiys "been difaf~ 
feeted to our cauCe,and ~U along endeavoured 
to alarm people's nlinds with prefag~s of, 
~ivjfions andditfenfions between the flates, 
may mil wiih and hope to promote fuch an 
~vent, left, their reputation for forefight 
fhould {uffer; ,as Jonah wilhed for the' de­
nruftion of Nineveh, lell: his prophetic abi­
lities lhould, be called in quell:ion~ . But 
1hould any be fo inimical as to attempt any 
thing Oflhis {ort, by {owing difcord; foment­
ing animalitIes; endeavouring, to propa­
gate unreafonable jealoulies and [ufpicions, 
or tonourifu and firengthen local prejudices; 
it is hoped there is wifdom, virtue and refo- ' 
lution enough among the riends of the 
country, to, defeat, their eV,1 defigns, and 
(maugre the utmoft efforts of ever1 incen­
diary and rnifchief-maker) 'to preferve the 
union unbroken, and the confederacy un­
inturrupted and intire. 

• 

", 

, 
• 

It is evidently of the greaten import!;ncc. 
to thefe Hates, both conjunctly and feparately 
con!idere~1 to keep the public faith, facred 

and 
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and inviolate. Thi$ is a mairi pillar in ·the 
politic fabrick ; without which the building 
mull foon faU. Thjs is neceffary· 'to gain 
us honour and confidence. among other~na­
lions, and [0 preferve.peace and union· . 
ourfelves. Everyone. therefore is 
to contribute his {}lare towards fulfilijng 
engagement~ ·ariel p~omifes, made by lawful 
a.uthority, in behalf of all the frates, or of 
the particular Hate to. which he belongs; 
that all, whether countrymen or foreigners, 

. who have afforded or {hall afford any affift­
anCe or fervice [0 the public, may receil'c 
jufily expeCted rewards; and none have rea­
fon to complain, that they have been dc­
cieved and injured, by depending on public 
faith. Should any he difpoffd to 'Violate 
their obligations, in this refpea~the civil 
magifhate has undoubted authority, and 
ought to compel them to their duty;. for if 
everyone might .betleft at liberty, to. do 
what is right in his own ~es;:public credit 
won Id Hand upon a precarious . 
an.d be con tinually liable to' be facrificed 
to the· humour, caprice' and avarice of 
indi vid uals. . ' 

• 
• 

• 

Though public credit has been in a declin .. 
ing flate, yet we are glad there is an hopeful 
profpea. of its recovery. What l'arricular 

. , methods 
• 

• • 

• 

• 
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methods are bell fot· placing it on a firm 
and durable .. bafiS'~ I have not the vanity 
to think myfelf capable of determining. 
Bur it. is conceived, no method can be 

. adopted for· this purpore, but. what will re';' 
quire the aid of taxeS; in fome mode or 
Qther; and confequently give oUmbrage to 
thofe (if any fuch there are) who' never can 
he fatistied, unlefs they can enj1:>y the blef­
flngs of good government without colt. 
But he, who has jult conteptions of things, 
cannot fure expect to enjoy the bleffing~ of 
fociety, or fuppofe it pallible to fupport the 
honour and credit of government, and attain 
the ends of it, without confiderable expence, 
even in· the molt peaceable times; much 
lefs, in times of danger, difficulty an:d 
general calamity. 

• <, , . 

It cannot be thought O:range, that a dif .. 
tre'ffing war, of eight years continuance, has . 
involved us. in a great debt. But confidering 
the mjlgniwde of the objeCt, which we have 
bad in purfuit, and the great exertions which 
we have been obliged to make in order to 
attain ir, our debt is not fo grear, as might 
have been expeCted. Thofe nations, which 
~re now groaning under the iron yoke of 
oppremon, and defpotic government,' would 
think themfelvcs . happy, if they could 

purchllJe 

• 
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purchafe the invaluable bleillogs of liberty, 
at (0 cheap a,rate. 'There is yet another con" 
fIderation, which alone is fuffident to filenee 
all complaints, oh this head. "It is this, th~t 
, if we had been reunited to Britain;' and ih 
addition to ocher expences, ' had had a pro:. ' 
pottional lhare of het,enormoo's debt laid 
upon us, it would have hung like a milHloile 
about our necks, and plunged us into inevi .. 
table banckrupty, from which we never 
could have recovered ourfelvcs. ' Our prefent 
burden, tho' fomewhat preffing, is compa­
ratively light. Let prodigality, luxury, and 
other impoverifhing vices be banilhed 
among us; and let frugality, ceconomyand ' 
induHry fupply their place; and then confi- ' 
dering our. means and refources, it ~'iJl not' 
be fo difficult to difcharge our debt, in the 

'courfe of a few years, as fame may imagine. 
And while the legillature, in levying taxes~ 
for this and other important p,urpofes; take 
all pollible car~ to make the burden as light 
as the public exigences will permir, ami to 
adjuft each man's Ihare of the public expen~e 
to his intereft and circumfiances, everyone, 
inftead of indulging a murmuring " " 
fhould chearfully endeavour to defi;ay bis 
par1 rejoi~ing, that [uch wife prGvifion 'is 
made for Judgment to nm d,w1t as- 7Alaterl, 
and righteolifnifs as a mighty jJream., ' 

, 

F ~on,iDced 
, 

, , 

• 
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,Convine::edofthe n~te{Iity . of a firitl re- . 
gardto j.uflice, for pr'efe'rving> .the credit of 
·government, and mutual confidence between 
~[he'n'I!!l1).bers of" a community, every true 
friend to [Qeicty wiJI.wilh and endeavour to 

promote it, in all orders of men, from the 
higheR to the.low.efl'. it is an obfervation 
of a king, as ;much; celeb~ated for his wifdom 
as magnificence, and may be laid down as . 
a maxim, confirmed by (he experience of all 
'ages, that righ(co?ffoifs exaltetb a nation. 
According to the natural courfe of. things, 
'and common order of providence, that [0-
eiety nas the fairdl- profpeCl: of profperity, 
and hlling felicity, where government; firO: 
founded in equity, is adminifht:d according 
·to the rules of impartial jufHce ; and where 
truth, honefiy and fidelity ave encouraged, 
maintained and promoted between man and 
man, in their private intercourfe and tranfac­
tions. In this cafe, peace and harmony will 

; prevail among the mem bers of a foeicty; 
.who will confequendy be in a fuhable dif­
.ppution to rerve one another, and to unite 
il) Cuch meafures, as the general iotercfi fiull. 
atany time, require .. But when theoppofite 
vices predominate;' when faith and truth,,, 

. uprigh.q)ds and integrity take their flight;" 
when jullicr is made a matter oftraflick, 
and is bought and fold for money; when 

• 

• .. 

. deceit, 

• 
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deceit, {alfhood, llnrighteoufnefsand oppref;., 
fion bear [way without controul; then, 
diforder and c(:mfufion~ fchifm! tumult and, 
mifery, may ,be expected as a, parural can­
fcqllence and effea~ ',', "'.'. ' 

, , • , ' , , , , . .., '. , , . , 

, Though unrigh'teou{nefs may fometim~s, 
anfwer a prc:fcnr'purpofc; yet follow.;it at! 
litde way; "in dr's ,donfequerices, :and jr..wilL 
be found :ro be the parent of difficulty and", 
tro~~h;: of., ,embarraffmcilc and perplexity. 
There c'aru,bc no' danger or' hazard' in ad-,: 
hering [0 the rules of jullice; bue what is 
morally wrong can never be good policy, in 
reference either to public or private affairs. , 

Thereis nothing more manifdt, than that 
the intcrefi of a people is greatly affeCl:ed, 
by the virrues and vices prevalent among 
them.' From hence the inference is obvious, ' 
that the morals of a people are among the 
great objects, which claim the particular 
attention of the legiflature and civil authority. 
It' evidently falls within their province, to 
provide means, by law" for the fuppreffion 
of vice and wickednefs, and the promotion' 
of good morals. In ordereffccrually to 
anfwer thefe ends, care fhould be raken for 
the diffufionofJearning and religion through 
a fodcty; tqat people may entertain ju~ 

, . 
conceptlons 

, 
, 

, , 

, 
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conceptions of the dignity and rights of hu.,. 
man nature. and be early initiated in the 
principles of a fober, hond!: and pious Jife. ' 
The geueral prevalence of ignorance and 
irreligion' mult be productive of very mif­
chievous effects in foeiety. For ignorant 
minds, unimpreffcd with ':1 fenfe of a' Deity, 
of a provide'nee and'aJutt;lre flate, mufl: be 
unprmcipled, and prepared; ,wheriev€pocca~. 
hons offer, for [he moR 'atrocilJus ~crimes." , 

I would jun add, that an igiloran:tr; p:ebple,.' 
are conrinually liable to be intpb&(hllpOn, . 
and feduced into a f'Orrender of theidiber-; 
ties, by the fpecious arts, eloqocnc~ and 
addrcfs of defigning men, whore enterpri~ 
zin~ ambition will not fail to lay hold on 
fuch an advanrage, for the acquifition of 

• 

pOt'"er. 
, 

Senfible of how great impowince it is 
to \the happinefs of a people, to be early in­
l1ruCled in the principles of piety and virtue, 
and furnifhed with good degrees of know­
ledge, refpecting the things of this world 
and tha~ to come, Ollr worthy anceftors were 
induced to take effectual care for the eOCaU,. 
ragement and fuppore of the liberal arts 
and fciences; for the prefe.vation of a tevc-: 
rendal fenfe of a Deity on people's minds; 
for the in!lruCtion of all in religion and good 

lirer~ture. 

• 
• 
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literature; Gn;nt and .invaluable are tlie' 
, , , 

bldfings, that have been derived to us; ;thei( 
pofierity i ,frolil th.eir· pious care, in' 'thef~': 
refp'eas; a ~o'nfideradon whd:eof :", \ 
provoke us t:o imitation; that: as we :. haye"r 
rearon to hOn0tlf their me~l1ory, fcir the ex", 
cellent provifton they made f()r our happinefs 
and wei fare, fo' our defcendents ,may have; I 

- equal reafori to rife up and call 'ut bleJJcil. 
• • ' ~ • • t , , 

.' .-
, , ' 

Our new confl:itution, while it has pro-' 
vided every guard, which. human, wifdom 
can invent, t9 defend our liberties, civil and ' 
religious, againll: e~'ery encrpachinentof arbi­
trary power, has' authorized our civil rulers 
to take care of the morals ofpe6ple, by 
furniihinf,!' them with the means of inftruc­
lion in virtue, piety and' every branch of 
ureful knowledge. They will therefore 
confid~r themfelves 2.S obliged to adopt fuit­
able meafures for the encouragement of 
literature, the' advancement of the fdences, 
and the prefe.rvation of a fenfe of religion 
among all orders of men. 

To fay nothing of other literary infliru­
tions~ which claim the patronage of our 
political fathers, and of all the friends of 
fcience; let me obferve, that the laws pro­
v~ding for the eHablitbment of fchools, in 

OUf 

, 

• 
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our feveral towns and .pl:lntations, are wifely 
calculated 'to. p~omote the, greiu ends of' 
fo~iety, by.aff?rding to all, ~he neceffary 
m.eat;lS .~f education and, inflruCli9n. i.n the 
mo~importaI:lt~ ufeful. and profitable branchfs 
ofI~arning. Bp~ of what fervice or. fignifi­
c~nce are the beft laws, while they lie dor­
manr, and maybe tranfgr,effed with impu,," 
nity? A,law unexecuted is withollt life; 
and can"anfwer no end, but to bring civil 
authority into difrepute. \' . 

, 

As to laws <?bligingJ~eople to affemble for 
public worlhip, and provide themfdves with. 
P!lblic teachers,of religion; [\:Ich Jaws are 
evidently well adapted to promote the good 
order of civil government, and advance tbe 
happinefs of a people, by enforcing the ufe 
of p~opcr means for impreffingmen's minds 
with an awe of the fupreme Governor of 
the world, and engaging them [rom a fenfe 
of their accountablencfs to him, to fulfil all 
moral obligation, and live in the praCtice of 
the virtues of a good life. And it is con­
ceived that fuch laws can be no reafonablc 

• •• 
groun~ of complaint, [0 long,as the facred 
rights of confcience are fufficiently guarded 
and fecured, by leaving people a,t liberty to . 
chufe their own teachers, and modes of 

, . 

worlhip ; (lng while Ilone ;Ire fubjeaed tc} 

fines~ 
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fines, forfeitures' or . anydifadvanfages of a. 
civil nature, for their pardcuiar;heligious 
fcntiments and profeffion, if they be peace­
able members of'fociety; ··and do not !pro­
pagate any CdoCtrincs,: in'conliffent,witli die 
fafety of the fiace. : . '.' ". .'.; .. 

• • - '. "', . . '." .,. 
• • • 

, 

To carry the idea of religious li6erty fo 
far, as to make it an efft8ual:hindrance:to 
the providing and ufing neceffary' . B, 

for the. prefervarion of a fenfe of religion 
and moral obligation among the members 
of a communiry, .is to oppofe it to the in­
'terefis of human fociety, and to rub civil 
government of one of it's main fQPports. 
For the molt powerful enforcements of 
obedience to civil amhority, are derived 
from a confideration and belief, that there 
is a fupreme invifible Power, prefiding over 
the world, to whom a\l men are account­
able, and who will reward or puniih every 
man, in a future fiate, according to. his works. 
Obedience thac proceeds wholly from fear 
of punifhment fr@m men, is precariollsapd 
uncertain; and will be withdrawn, upon 
the ilightefi temptations of pleafure or profit, 
whenever a perfon believes, 'that he can 
efcape with impunity. Religion therefore 
forms a. more fieady and' permanent prin­
ciple of obedience to dviI,goYcrnment, thaR 

any 

, 

• 
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any penal fauctions, of a temporary nature, 
by which the laws of men can be enforced. 

It would evidently conduce greatly to 
the happinefs and tranquility of [ocicty, and 
facilitate the adminiGration of government 
and public juftice, could people, in general, 
be perfuaded to fubmit to the authority of 
the community, "efted in it's rulers, and to 
obey the la.ws, 1/ot only for wrath, hut for 
confcima fake. It is not conceiveabJe how 
any fociety fuouid enjoy this acivantage, 
where the public worfhip of God is neg­
leCted, and no proper means made ufe of, 
for the inflrucrion of people in piety, 
religion and morality. 

The ddign of the inltiturion of civil 
government being the good of the people, 
they who are intrufted with the manage­
ment of it, ihould make this the grand 
objeCl: of their attention and purfuit, and 
in the exerci[c of their conftitutional powers, 
ufe all mcans and nlcthods, that are of 
manifelt ilT.portance and necdlity to anfwer 
~his end. This will make them a terror 
to e-~:il doers, and an encouragement to them 
""ho do weli. This will not only command 
a C'eneral reverence; but infure to them the 
~H~tlcular dk:m, ailiftancc and fupport of 
• 

every 

• 

, 
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every true friend to the cominon\Vcalth , 
and cau[e the cenfures and calumnies of the 

• 

. envious, malicious and faClious; tp recoil 
.on their own heads •. This ,will mal{c them 
p\lbIic bleffirgs and benefaClor~ iand gi~e 
thcnqhofe .ftnccre delighrs and [upporting 
c01)folations, which\1rife (rom refleCtion.s on 
fucb good and ufeful aCtions, as h~ve greatly 
contributed to the general intc~~fl: and prof­
perity, and advanced [lie happinefs o(fociety. 

It might be tho~t an inexcufable omiffion, 
{bould I c10fe this difcour[c, without paying 
:i! particular honourable attention to the 
.worthy gentlemen, who have tueIy been 
vefied with the fovereign powers of this 
comQlonwealth. Their promotion to fueh 
l1igh llations of authority, by the fuffrages 
of a free people, gives them refpecrability, 
and entitles them to OUf contldence. 

It affords us Gngular pleafurc, that the 
high cO: feae in government, is filled, the 
fotuth time, with a generous, uniform, per­
fevering and refuJute patriot; who has .ac­
quitted himfe1f with integrity and honour, 
in the fcveral important departmen~s, in 
which he .has been employed, fince rhe be­
ginning of our late con tens. Nor {hall Wfl 

forget, that for tbe early decided and dif­
tin~uilhing parr, which.he tOo'k, in the caule 

G of 
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of his cOllOtry, he had the honour to be 
marked out, in conjunCtion with an eminent 
compatriot, for the fid!' victim or Britiih 
wl'Igeance. Our farisfaCl:ion on accoUnt of 
his being again chofen firfi magifirate of this 
commonwealth, would be wirhoucallay.on 
this occafinn, was he Dot prevented, by fick­
ne{s, from honouring the folemnities of the 
day wfih his prefencc~- . -

\Ve are happy to find, that the fecond 
Tank in government,- by the voice of the 
people, is again conferred on a gentleman, 
who, by an unwearied inflexible llttachment 
IO [he caufe of t\merica, thrOl.lgh all the 
hazzardous [cenes of the late war, from firfr 
[0 laft, has given full proof of his patriotifm, 
and jufily merited public refpett and honour. 

\Ve rejoice that fo many other worthy 
charac'i:ers, that have approved tht:rnfclves 
faft friends to their country, in the mon 
perilous times, are intrufled with a fhare in 
the adminillration of government, and the 
important powers of It!:gi£1arion. 

The td1i!Ilony, which his Excellency; his 
Honoi, the lieutenant-governor; and the 
hunorable gentlemen, that compore the two 
brapches·of the general court, have received; 
and 'which the ,ounei!, fiill to be chofen, 

will 

• 



,t';·ill receive, o( the drecm and cnnfidfncc of 
the people, by their elec'Cion to fuch. high 
offices; mutt be an cnc,Juragemenrand ani .. 
maring motive to rhem, to improve the .acl­
vantages rdutting (rom tbeir exalted !lations! 
for rhe good o~ the public, the end ot {heir' 
advancement. We know that their: hufinefs 
murt be peculiarly difficult and arduous. at 
fuch a day as this. Until the body politic 
Ihall be cured of thofe dit1empcrs and dif­
orders, which have been introduced, by the 
convulu,JOs of war, it will require great 
flrcngth and fortitude of mind. to hold the 
reins, and fu!1ain the burden of government. 
Grear ikill and wifdom, great firmnds and 
rcfolution tempered with prudence, are nccef­
[ary, at the prefeDe criGs; to retrieve public 
credit; to do egual juiticc to all j .to qlJi~r 
the agitations of people's minds; to put the 
affairs of the public into a proper train and 
arrangement; to repair the di(ordcrs of the 
political machine, and adiuft the wheels and 
fprings of it, in fllCb a . manner, that everY' 
part may anfwcr its end, and co~[ribute to 

• the beauty. order and ufcflllncfs ofrhe 
whole. 'vV c therefore morl: heartily com­
mend ourci.,.il fathers to the bkffing of that 
God, who giveth wiJJom to tlJC 1Vi/c, and 
u1Zder;1andiizg to the prudent. May the legif­
lature, and all in authority, from the firfr 

. -.. ; magiilr:tt;; 
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magil1rate to th.: IOy.'eft <'fflccr, b:;; enuued 
with wiCdom and armed with prowcfs, fuita­
ble to their l1ations, and be public bldIings . 

• . . 
• 

And let all people, of every c1afs :lod d~-
nomination, feriouil y confider, how much . . '. . 

it behoves [hem to fubmir ro thor;:, who are 
in authority over them, and to cpnform to 

the conHicUlion anJ laws of _the co:nll1on­
Viealrh, in order effcCl:ually to [ecurc the 
bldIln~s of ci\;1 gO'Jernmer.t. \VLile civil 
rulers are [Q be cJ.ution~d againfl: an abu{c 
of authQiity, and o:hol ted to cmp.10Y their 
powus for [h~ good of the public j people 
arc to be put ii! minJ to honour ...Jnd obry 
mogijiratn; ro be fubjdi U1t:,~ tb~ higbel4 

pl),j.l(;rs,-. and t(l jubmit thmiftlvcs to oery 
ordmanc:: of JALVZ, for the Lord's fa/I.e. . 

• • • 
, 

. . 

\Vhen people giv~ way to a rctrattory 
temper; fc~ them leks up in opp811tion to 
government; and bv continu,.l groundlefs 
~nveCtive3, eQdeayour to bring an odium 
upeo their rulers, anJ upou' all public mea­
fures; they tak~ a direct methpd to over­
throw all civil authority, and to diiblnd and 
abolHh fo.cicry. J,ct people be vigilant and 
guarJed againfl: the encroachments of arbi­
,trary power;~~t, let them, at the iame lime, 
t~ke hE~d, fha[ -they deprive not theinfdve:; 
c.f ~~s bkfgng:; c:J good .go'Jemment, and 

. . .' {) h,HH!,C 
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p:tlnge them(d~·cs into all the dirQluu" 
l:Jifchicfs. of anarchy! ir order to C;UIC 
themfelvcs againfl:, tyranny. " This would he 
:1, prepollerous, as for, a mariper to furrer 
volunta.ry Ihipwreckupon the roc,ks of~cilIy, 
ja order to avoid the dangers of CharybdIs. 
No wife man will run into one extreme, in 
order to avoid its oppofite, whil~ he can 
fleer fafd y, in a middle courf~, bct'li'cen both~ 

ScnGble of the ilI1Portancc of good go­
vernment, the t:'~le friends of fociery will 
chcarfully fubmit to 1awful authority, and 
endeavour to encourage and [uppart thofe, 
w h3 arc in public fiations, in the execmion 
or their high offices, for the public good. 
And while they do thus, they will cultivate 
in chemfctvEs and others, [hofe benevolent 
difpolitions, and thofe principles of integrity, 
honell:y anJ jufl:ice, which are necc!fary to 
preferve p~ace and amity, good humour, 
order and mutual con.fidence among neigh­
bours, and to lay a foundation for thore pri­
nte friendlhips, which ~fford fome of the 
moll reflrie,d focial pleafures and delights. 

, 

• 

And Jet;it he reillembered: that by the 
virtues bf a good litc, added to their reli­
giolls devo'tionsuI1d aCts bE 'homage and 
worfhip, the p'eople put' th~n:ifdves uncle/; 
the protectiop. ~nd patron~gc, and [ccure the 

. '". fri~nd!hip 
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frlendfllip O~ thatalmi6hry B~in9;, wh()(~ 
providence govern; tn-c world; wbole voice 
ali nature obey,;; ; to whofe controlll all ft­
~ond caufes and rub~rd.inite agenrs are [ob­
Ject; and who[<! ['')Je prerogative it is to dif­
penfe bldIiri'gs or calamities, as' to his wif­
dom fcern; befl:. A people under the ~nile:) 
of HeaV::.i1rlluf} be pro[pcrous and IHppy. 
Jj God be for us, W,~fJ Cal~ b: agai,v1 us ? 

. . 

. What happinels might we enjoy, a5 a 
people, a.nd 2.5 individ llals, if everyone wau ld ' 
reform his yices; cultivate a meek, pcaceabk 
and benevolent [?irit ; and ufe his bdl: en­
deavours to promore the good of others. a;; 
well as his own? What bleffings might we 
cmcurc to ourfeivcs and to the community. 
~ _.' 

if w:rh one he:m :md one foul, we would 
:lpply omfdves [0 the duties, tIut we owe 
to one another. as brethren and fellow-: 
citizens, and make it our buGnefs to fulfil 
~ll moral, [oci .. ! and civil obligations? By 
~h:.ls doing, at th~ [arne time that we fhould 
brighten our prorpdCs into the future world, 
and. througb the merits of our mofl: mer­
ciful Red~cme~, provide for immortal blef­
fedner. in another fhue of exifl:cnce, we 
might alfo [ceu"re t~ ourfelves all the ble[­
fiogs of fociey'cn earth, ,and change this 
world into a fort of paracUfe . 

. , \Ve 
, 
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We have"t11C'fc[orc eyery inducement fuit.L 

able to work upon llS as rational creatures, 
to engage us to conform to the rules of"ir~ 
me, and comply with the great and com pre­
hcnttve Ia.w of fubjccrion [0 OIle another. 
Let us lay our minds open to the [acred in­
fluence of fuch mighry motives, that we 

may be happy in our conneCtions, both pub­
lic and private, in this world i and in the 
world tacome, be admitted to the focicty 
of thofe blcffcd beings, who, knit together 
by the indiGoluble tics of the maf!- finccrc 
and ardenr love, IJave happy' and uninter­
rupted experience of the mafi purc, perfea: 
and fubJime pleafures of friendfbip, for ever 
and ever. 

May the benevolent Parem and fllpreme 
Ruler of the univerfe bellow his benediCtion 
on us j unite our heam in love to one ano­
ther, and in the Jove of virtue; and difpofe 
us to keep all his commandments always; 
that, the [cenes of our troubles dafed, we 
may f~e good days i rejoice in [he happy 
effeCts of his favour to us, and in the pro­
miling profpects of the bldfednds and prof~ 
perity of our defcendents, co the hteO: 

• genera tl on. 
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