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AN
Ele&ion SERMON,

BRGRERRARERERBERLAPIRRARE 2R

{ Pe TER V. 5.'
Tm all of _yoz} be fuvject to one another.

ITHOUT enquurmg fiito the par-
, i;%/ ticular meaning of thefe wordc:
| confidered in a fenfe reflrained by
their colicrence with what pre-
geeds and follows, I fhall take them as an
independent fentencc ; in which detached
view, they comprchend all thofe duties of
civil and focial life, which mankind owe to
ofie another, whatever difference there may
be among them, as to their refpcéhve capa-
cities and outward condmon in the world.'

As men are formed for fociety, and can-

pot be happy in 2 ftate of feparation from
onc
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- one another ; fo their well-being depends
upon mutual affitance and fupport, and a
reciprocal interchange of thofe offices of
friendfhip and benevolence, which their

mutual dependence requires, and both rea-
fon and religion prefcribe.

- That all men ought in fome fenfe to be
Jubject to one another, is the plain do&rine
of the apoftle Peter, in the words juft read.
This doétrine concerns: all focieties, undei
every form and conftitution of government,
whether menarchal, popular or mixed. It
is efpecially fuited to the genius .of a
commonwealth, founded upon this leading
principle, that * all men are born free and
equal ;" that is, come into ‘the world on
even ground in regard to authority ; no
one having a right to govern, in virtue of
primogeniture, or defcent from an higher
and more noble parentage than others.

The fubject therefore is worthy of the
attention of this refpe@table auditory ; and
the fpeaker has no doubt but they will
afford him their candid indulgence, while he
modeftly attempts to offer a few thoughts
upon it, though he fhould not be able to
handle it, in a manner anfwerable to it’s

dignity and importance, ‘
According
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According: to it’s moft common ufe, the
word fubjection fignifics the fubmiflion -of
an inferior to-a:fuperior, and applies only
to thofe dutigs; .which men owe: to thofe,
who have authority over them. - In order
therefore to accommodate: the doctrine of
mutual fubje®ion; to.all the members of a
conimunity, we muft fometimes depart from
the -ftri& f{enfe. ofsthis word, or: vary the
meaning of it,.fo as to make it confift with
the differences: between men, . in regard
to -their feveral abilities ; and .with thofe
ditin@ions of office, rank and authority,

. which are neceflary in fociety,

1I

It is evident that the duties, which men
owe to one another, and to {ociety, are not,
in all cafes, precifely the fame ; but muft
be different, according to the difference of
their refpedtive advantages, opportunitics
and other circumflances.© And when any
one fulfils the obligations refulting from
his particular condition and ftation in life ;
or that arjfe from -thé pirticular fphere
of action, whether high or'low, in which
he-moves ; he does, on his part, conform
to the: great law of mutuval {ubjedion, and

render himfelf a good and ufeful member
of faciety, -

Every
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Every one ought to confider, that he was
born, not for himfelf alone, but for others,
for fociety, for his country; and confe-
quently that he is indifpenfibly obliged to

- render the beft. affiftance and fervice in his
power, to his fcllow-citizens around him;
and to contribute his fhare towards the

~general intereft of the community to'which

he belongs;, This obligation. ‘is not con-
fined to a few; but.extends to all, from
the higheft officer in the flate, through all
{ubordinate ranks, and inferior orders -and
degrces, down to the loweft peafant and
plebean.  For though all are not able to
render themfelves ufeful and beneficial, in
the fame refpedts; yet there is no one, who |
cnjoys the powers of reafon and health, in
any tolerable degree, but may, by a fuitable
cmployment of his faculties and abilitics,
not only ferve himfelf, but the public, and
make himfelf a biefling,~in fome refpect
or other.

There is a refemblance between the natu-
ral body and the body politic. The natural
body is compofed of many members ; none
of which are ufelefs ; but all calculated to
anfwer fome valuable purpofe, and fubferve
the good of the whole. 'What therefore

the apofile Paul fays of the natural body
with
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with a view to illuftrate the union, which
ought to fubfift berween the members of
the ¢hriftian church, is equally apphcable to
civil focieties. The body, fays he, 25 wiot- one
méniber, but many.’ Ifthe' ﬁot _//.?a” ﬁzy, |
Bengfe I'am not the band; 1 um not of the
body ; 1s it therefore not cy‘ the body ? "~ And
if the ear fhall fay, Becaufe I am not the
eve, I am not of the body ; is it therefore
not of the body ? If the whole body were an
eve; where were the bearing ? If the whole
body were hearimg, where were the fmelling ?
But now hath God fet the members, every
one of them in the body, as it hath pleafed
bim.~T hé eye cannot fay unto the hand, I
have no need of thee ; nor agamn the bead
1o the feez‘ 1 have no-need of you. Nay,
much more thofe members of the body, which
Jeem to be.more fecble, are meceffary—God
bath. fo tempered the b@dy 108 ether—thal
there fbould be no Jebifmi an it ;- but thot the
members fiould have the _/Ezme‘ care ¢ne for
another. And whether one menibér fyffer,
all the members fuffer with it ; or one mem-
ber be homoured, all the members rgazce
with it.  So that the union and conneétion
between the feveral parts of the naturil
body, and thetr necefiary dependance one
on another, is an apt illuftration of the
great law of mutual fubje®ion in civil
B {ocieties ;
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focieties ; the members whereof, whether
rich or poor, in high life or low, in office or
out of it, ﬂand In need of murual afliftance
and. fu PpOIt ; wuhout which it will be.; im-
poﬁ" ble to promote- the .common intereft,

or to preferve the peace and harmony of

A kman'_’s b’éing raifed above others -in
wealth or office, does not render him inde-
pendent on thofe who are bcneath him, in
thefe refpc@ts. He cannot fuy, he has no
need of thofe, who are in a lower condition
and meaner circumilances ;- for, without
their aid and fervice, he would lofe the
advantage of his clevation ; and, like Sam-
{on, thorn . of his locks, bccome weak I ke

other men. i

The mechanic and tiller of ¢l the greund
are as neceflary in fociety as the legiflator,
civil magiftrate, or any o:her profeffion.
The labours of the poor and fervices of
the lower claffes of people, in their feveral
callings and occupations, are of as great
importance to the general welfare of a ftate,
as the counfel of the wile, the bounty of
the rich, and protetion of the powerful
If therefore any one, capable of attending
' to the common bufinefs of life, is an un-

profitable
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profitable and ulclefs member of the com-
munity, it is not owing to any neceflity
anfing from his outward condition. in the
world, but to fome faulty-canle,

. Whoever, fupprefling a regard for the
good ot others, confines . himfelf to. the
parrow circle of his own private intereft,
does thereby render himfelf, at beft, a nu-
{ance to fociety. Such an one can have no
jult. claim to honour and refped, let his
ftation in life be what it will. It 1s not
the external fplendor of their circomftances,
but a conftant endcavour to be good, and
to do good, according to their abilitics,
that makes men truly.great and honourable.
In the fight of God, who refpecteth not
perfons, but in judging of men regards anly
the moral differences between them, no out-
ward condition is more honourable than
another. The true criterion of real worth
is @ man’s condudt, in that ftation or poft in
life, whether confpicuous or obfcure, which
providence has allotted to -him.

1t is the bufinefs of civil rulers, who are
intrufted with the high powers of govern-
ment, to ena& and take care for the effectual
execution of fuch laws, as fhall be beft
calculated to reftrain the exorbitancy of the
hyman -
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human paffions, to guard individuals againft

infults and outrages, and fecure every one

in the peaceable enjoyment of liberty, pro-
perty,and all the bleflings of fociety. And
while they employ their authority and
power, in purfuit of thefe great ends of
their promotion, it is thc duty and intereft
of people at lgrbe, to yield a chearful
obedience to tf%, and! ready compliance
with thofe rules,’ rcgulatl s and laws, which
are made and provided, for the benefit of
each particular member, in harmony with
the profperity and welfare of the whole

colleétive body.

The grand end of {ocial union and of the
inflitution of civil government, is the good
of the whole, and’ of every individual in
confiftence thérewith. This end may be
truftrated, not only by an abufe of power
inrulers ; but alfo by an abufe of liberty
in the people. Power abufed ceafes to
be lawful authority, and degenerates into
tyranny. Liberty abufed, or carried to
excefs, is licencioufnefs. Neither of thefe
can confit with the good of fociety. The
formcr, cnrefifted, will introduce {lavery,
and ignominious ferwtude,among the lower
ranks and orders of people. ‘The latter is
a prolific fource of diforder and anarchy.

When,
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When rolers take the advantage of the
powers they are velted with, ro opprefs.
their fubjets-and rob people of their juft
rights, in order to inrich and aggrandize
themfelves, they counteraét the very-end of
their advancement, and inftead of being
miniflers of God for gaod, become rods of
his fchool for corredion (not to fay, mini-
fters of the devil for mifchief.) And when
people, under pretence of liberty, refufe
obedience to lawful -authority, and oppofe
the meafures of jufl government, meerly
becaufe fuch meafures do not coincide with
their private views and {eparate interefls, the
principles on which they a&, are evidently
inconfiftent with a ftate of fociety, and lead
directly back to a ftate of nature. For
where {uch an excels of liberty is claimed
and allowed, as leaves it optional with every
individual to cbey ordifobey the civil autho-
rity, according as he fhall judge it to be for
or againft his particular intereft, a flate of

fociety cannot differ much from a flate of
nature. |

If every man, without compulfion, would
ftrictly conform to the obligations of natural
faw, there would be no occafion for form-
ing any focial conne&ions, or uniting under
any forms of civil government. But {uch

15
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s evidently the flate of human nature ; {ach
the diforder of the human paiﬂons, fuch
the power of eavy, prejudice and a luft of
domination ; fuch the force of evil bjaifcs.
sroceeding from ignorance, contrated views
and competitions of iatereft ; that without
the introduction of focial compa& and civil
authority, mankind could have no depen-
dence upon mutual help and a{ﬁ{’rancc, nor
any {ecurity againd abules and injuries
violence and rapince.

It being neceffary for men to unite in
fociety, and cftablith civil government, in
order effeGtually to avail themfelves of the
advantages of mutual {uccour, defence and
protetion ; without which, their enjoy-
ments would be few and precarious, and
their inconveniences and dangers great and
diftrefling - this being the cale, every one,
who has jult conceptions of things \far
from claiming a liberty to do whatever  his
ambition, avarice or partiality to himfelf

might diftate to be right) muft feel himfelf
obliced to confult the gencral welfare, by
coqformmg to the laws of fociety, confli-
tutionally made by public authority, for the
good of the whoie;; thouah {uch laws fhould
fometimes interfere with his private views,

and contradict his prejudices.
The
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The public good is the attracting poine,
the common centre of gravity, which fhould
contine, regulage and govern the motions of
all the members of {ociecy.  When any fly
off from this point and take an excentric
courfe, the coercion of law fhould be ufed,
to check their irregular motions, and reduce
thém back to their proper centre, in order
that the ceconomy and beauty of the politic
{yftem may be preferved, and the bands of
{ociety remain unbroken.

~ That a due {ubordination may be kept up
between the feveral parts ot the politic body ;
and all the members thereot be made o
confpire, in the cxercife of  their refpeéive
functions, to the health and happinefs of
the whole ; effeCual care fhould be taken
to prevent government from falling into
contempt, To honour thofe, who are in-
trufted with the powers of government, is
one thing, evidently ncceflary for this end.
This therefore is a duty which we owe to
{ociety. And that people may have no
excufe for not doing their duty, in this re-
fpect, it concerns all civil officers, efpecially
thofc in high rank and authority, to main-~
tain their dignity, by a decent gravity of
deportment, an inflexible adherence to the
rules of juftice and equity, and a fteady

application
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appiication to the bufinefls of thcir exalted
ftations. Such a condu&, 1 rulers, hasa
powerful tendency to atifad cﬂnem, and
command rcfpe& and veneration. But thy’
they thould juftly merit the higheft honouss,
by a worthy bchaviour, and a zeslous uni-
form pbrfult of the great ciids of their pro-
motion, it wouid not be at all ftrange, to find
fome few difpofed to withold from them
due refpeﬂ nnd fubmiffion. Forthere always
have been, and probably always will be,
fome in the world, who under the baneful
influence of thofe levelling principles, that
cannot brook any civil diftinétions and re-
ftraints, dz/pife government, and fpeak euil
of digmties. Perfons of this defcription are
dangerous members of fociety, as their prin-
ciples and pradtices are fabverfive of all

civil authority, and tend direétly to piunge
civil government into an univerfal wrack
of ruin. |

[t deferves to be remembred, that we
honour focicty, when we honour thofe, Who
arc cloathed with lawful 3uthor1t) For as
all lawful authority in rulers, is derived
from the pc0ple tbroagh the medium of
that conftitutional ¢ompaét, which binds
them together in one body ; fo to treat the

o

ralers ef 2 peopie, with relpect and honour,
{uitable
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fuitable to their public chara@ers, and the

offices which they fuftain, is a proper ex-

preflion of that reverence, which individuals -
owe to the community, as a body. I may

add, that as the refpeét thewn to thofe, who

are 1n public {tations, redounds to the pub-

lic; fo it alfo tends to make a pcople appear

relpe@table, and to give 1o government the

energv, meceflary for attaining the ends of

it.  On ‘the contrary, to withold refpet

from thofe, who have been conflitutionally

promoted to offices of authority and power,

s to calt a flight and contempt on the whole

body of the people, and tends to make 2

{ocicty appear mean and defpicable, to relax

the reins of government and undermine the

very foundations of i,

It is reafonable indeed fora peopleto kecp
a Jealous cye upon thofe, who are betruited
with power, in the feveral departments of
government. This isueceflary to keep them
on their guard, againft all encroachments on
their liberties, and to preferve them 1n a
readinefs to refift the firfk approaches of
defpotifm. Buc fufpicions may be carried
too far. ” When upon infufficient ;i'aunds,
they are -indulged to fuch a degree, as 0
deftroy all confidence in civil rulers, and
encourage the impatience 6f people under

G the
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the refraints. of]aw they are of dangerous
confequence . as thev plant the feeds of fac-

tion, a convulfive dlfeafe, that threatens the
diffolution, of ‘the” body politic.  When

1 * -
;F\

faltion enters 2 ftate; with its ufual train of
virulence, malevolence atd abufive invective,
it unftrings the nerves of  goverament, and
introduces fuch diforder dnd uncertainty
into public meafures, and fuch frife and
divifion among pcople, dsare inconfiftent
with the public fafety, fecurity and profpe-
rity. "This dlﬂemper s geneml]y the off-
fpring of envy and “difappointed -ambition.
Avarjce always ftands ready to fofter and
nutfe, to increafe and inflame it, by ground-
lefs criminations of “men and m:,afures,
efpecially when the public emgences require
heavy taxes, and expenfive exertions.

The | mconvemences and mifchiefs, that
muft acrue to {fociety, from this, and cvery
other. groré violation of the law of mutual
fubjection, are fufﬁcxent 10 convince any one
of the neceflity of a ftri&t adhererice to it.
Our obhgatlon to avoid divifive principles
and praices, arid by a conftant intercourfe
of mutual good offices, to endeavour to
make ourfelves beneﬁual to one another,
and ferviceable to fociety, is therefme a plain
dictate of reafon and common’ fenfe. ]
=" would
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would add (if any deﬁre further fatlsfa&mn)
that this obligation is énforced upon' us, in
the facred feriptures, by the auchority of
the fupreme Legiflator and Governor ‘of the
world. The words at the head of this dif-
courle “are the words of an apoﬂle, under
the infpiration of God. Another infpired
apottle exprefles himf{elf to the fame purpoﬁ:,
in thefc words, Let no man feck bis own ;
but every man another’s wealth.— Look not
cvery man on bis own thngs ; bt every man
alfo on the things of others. The meaning
of which is, that. men ought not to confine
their viéws to their own private intereft, but
to extend their regards to the welfare of
others, and exermfc a benevolent concern
and care for thc good OF their fcllow-
creatures. } o

This allo is 2 do&rme exprefsly taught by
the great author of our holy religion, when
. he commands us to love our neighbour as
ourfelves ; and cnjoins upon us that com=
prehenfive rule of equity and charity, A4/
things whatfoever ye would that men jbhould
do to you, do ye even fo to them.

It may not be improper to obferve here,
that the chriftian religion recommends itfelf
to the embraces of every lover of mankind,

by
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by its being the moft bercvolent inltitution
in the world, admirably calculated, by it's
doftrines, preceptsand {inétions, to promote
peacz on earth, and  gosd will amony men.
And whoever duly confliders the nature of
chriftianity, and atends to it’s adaptednefs
to fu*prﬁ{'-: the corropt lufls, and r:.”cram
the irregular paflions of men; to fill the
mind with noble fentiments of piety and

benevolence, and engage people in purfuits,
{sitable to the diznity, and conducive to the
happinefs of cheir reafonable natures ; cannot
doubt, but fother things being alike) he,
who has imbibed the {pirit and principles of
this religion, will make a better magiftrate,
a better legifiator, a better judge, and in
fhore, fill every office and department in
governmernt, with more honour to himfelf
and advantage to tne public; and, in privatc
life, make a “better {ubject and a better citi-
zen ; thanone who has formed his views and
{fentiments, upon any other {yftem of religion
and morals.

Tt has indeed been objetted, as an eflen-
tial defedt in chriftianity, by fome not well
affedted to ir, that it no where particularly
recommends the noble virtue of patriotifm.
But (not to infift on any thing elle) 1t is
fufficiert to reply to this objeétion, that

whatever
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whatever there 1s excellent and laudable in
patriotifm, 1s included in that generous and
diffulive benevolence, which s the animating
foul ef this religion. Virtwous patriotiim,
far from implying 2ny iil-will te the reft
of manlind, 1s nothing cife, but the prin-
ciple of unlverf"'l benevolence, exercited
as far as a man's power cxtends, upon the
obje@s that claim his firft reazrds.  For as
no one has abiiity to carzy_“us cood will to
2ll men into effeét ; o reafon will teach every
one, that his {irfl cbligation is to thofc, with
whom he is more immediately connefted,
and where providence has afligned him his
tations and fphere of uiefulnefs. Should 2
man fupprefs a particular afleion for the
fociety, with which he is moft clofely
united, and neglet the interelt of his own
country under pretence of exercifing equal
benevolence towards all mankind, it would
be the fame thing, in effed as to refolve to
be ufclefs, and negle@ the good of all.
For there 1s no other way, in which any
one can render himfelf ferviceable to thole
parts of the great community of mankind,
with which he has no foecial conne&lon,
than by the exercife of an hearty zeal for
the welfare of his own country, and en-
deavouring, in the moft effe®ual manner,
t0 promote rthe good of that {ociety, which
bounds
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bounds thc fohiere of his influence and
pOWer... In thls fenfe, and in this way, all
men, in all the diftin& ftutes. and kmgdoms

of the world, may and cught to be_fubjec?
10 one amtber It is thus only that we can
fulfil our obligations to all mankind,

¢

' Trueit is, patriotifm 1s but a blind aﬁec-

tion, and effentially defettive as to any vir-
tuous excellence, if it prompts a man to
defend the canfe of his country, when his
country forms itfelf into a fadtion againit
the rights of mankind, and is wickedly en-
dcavourmg to bring other ftates and nations
under it’s arbltrary jurifdi®tion and govern-

" |

ment. No one, who will confult the fober
dictates of reafon, ~can fuppofe himfelf obli-
ged to efpoufle fuch an uprighteous caufe,
or frecly to afford any fuppért to his coun-
try, in the profecution of fuch an evil de-
fign. The principle of benevolence to all,

clearly forbids this, But the fame prmuplc
obliges the members of every community,
to a zealous exertion, in defence of their

rights, laws and liberties, when the fame
are indangered by. the unrighteous claims, |
and violent proceedings of ambitious ene-
mies. In fuch a cafe, defenfive war is a

duty, foundey not barely on the principles
of [lf-prefervation and patriotifm, but

alfo
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alfo on the principle of unconfined univer-
{al benevolence ; it being ewdcntly for the
interéft of all mankind, that'in all parts of
the world, thofe fhould be oppofcd to the
laft extfemity, Who are éndeavouring to
ddvance themfelves  upon the ruins © the.
effential rwhts of human nature,

The man, who makes the happinefs and
profperity of his country, a grand obje&
of his zealous putfuit, and generoufl
nfques his life and fortune, when the cale
requires it, in the defence of it’s conttitution
" and laws, is a chara&er"'worthy of univerfal
efteem and honour. Such an one, fo far
as his abilities extend, exercifes friendfhip to
all men. What then fhall we fay of thofe
who, when the. rights and liberties of their
country, are in danger of falling a prey to
" the afpiring ambition of proud invaders,
who have waged an unjuft war againft i 1t,
ftand aloof,- and not only refufe to affift in
faving it from'ndin,” but defert it, and, of
free choice, join the ftandard of the enemy ? |
Can fuch perfons make good their preten-

fions, I will .not fay to patriotifm, but to-
general -benevolence ? Whatever be their
-metives, are'they not to be viewed as ene-
mies, if a&ions have any meaning? And
fhould thsir country, which they have thus
| negledted
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ncgle&cd and dbandotied. to its fate in 2
time of trouble and. dangcr ‘be fuccefsful
in its endeavours to malntam its caufe, and
defeat the defigns of ‘its eri¢mies, muft not
their admiffion "afterwards to' the freedom
and “privileges of it, be an a& of meer

favour and fpecial grace, to which they can
lay no eqmtable claim *

- Chriftianity indeed obliges us #s Jove and
Jorgive our qnemic.r, ‘and do good to thofe
who treat usill, ‘But this obligation does

not extend fo far, as to exclude a regard to
our own fafety and defence. It would be

unreafonable to fuppofe, that our good-will
to enemies, ought to fupercede our obllga-
tions to ourfelves and to our country ;

that weare required to confult their wclfarc,

by

* It is far from the intention of the author to decide the
queftion, whether the faith: of thefe ftates is plighted
by treaty, for the reftoration. of thofe difappointed
people, who are commnnly called. abfeatees, to the
rights and privileges ‘of citizénthip, He leaves the
decifion of this queftion with thofe, who have better
means of ioformation, and more difcernmeat, thao be -
can pretend to. He doubts not, but his countrymen -
are difpofed, in all calds; to preferve their national
honour, inviolate. 1f #4at 1s not 'engaged or pledged,
in behalf of thofe, who forfook us in our late contet,
and chofe the fide of the enemy 3 it muft ‘be deter-
mined by other confiderations,: whether they fliall.be
xeftored, or aot, to forfeited favour,
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by methods that would encourage and
promote their evil defigns, and put us into
fuch a fituation, as to lie at their mercy.
Itis allowed by all, thata vindi&ive temper
is inconfiftent with the {pirit and . precepts
of chriftianity. Whoever does any thing
meerly for the fake of revenge, *or'in order .
to gratify his malevolent refentments, tranf-
arefles the chriftian law of benevolence.
Buta man may take fuch meafures for his
own fecurity and defence, as fhall operate
to the difadvantage of his enemies, and at
the fame time preferve a chriftian temper.
If by the conduét of enemies, we are unhap-
pily reduced to this alternative, either to
take fuch meafures, as will involve them in
trouble and diftrefs ; or to fupprefs our Jove
to ourfelves, to our friends, and to fociety ;
common fenfe will teach us on which' fide
our obligation lies. In cafes of competition,
even privite friendfhip ought to yield to the
public good ; much more ought benevolence
t0-an enemy to give way to thegood of our
country; and to'femain fufpended, as to out-~
ward exercifes, when the cafe is fo circum-
ftanced, that it cannot be thus exerted, with-
out counteracting ;the intereft of the com-
munity to whichwe belong. A regard to
the public ought to-fwallow up every partial
affetion, inconliftent with the general intereft.
/ D | It
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It is to the honour of Amcrica, that from
the time we were firft  threatned  with
Britith tyranny, to the commencement of
the late war; and from the commencement
of the war, thro"all the ftages and viciffitudes
of it, to it's happy conclufion ; fhe has pro-
duced an illuftriousband of worthy patriets,
who, unaétuated by any unfriendly difpofi-
tions-towards the reftof mankind, have, with
unfhaken firmnefs and fortltudc, defended
her caufe, in the cabinet and in the field,
by the pen and by the fword, againft- the
arbitrary claims and hotftile violence of her
unnatural and cruel enemies. Infpired with
the love of liberty, moved by the generous
impulfe of patriotic virtue, how many, quit-
tmg the calm enjoyments of domeftic eafe
and tranquility, have magnanimoufly encoun-
tred and braved all the fatigues and dangers
of war, and voluntarily facrificed their {ives
for the fupport of the cities of our God,. in
the unabridged enjoyment of their religion
~and liberties! Time would fail me.to. give
a cataloguc of thofe worthies, who, uninti-
midated by the vaunting menaces and fulmi-
nating proclamations of Britifh Rabfhakehs,
have nobly darcd ito efponfe the -canfe of
American liberty, and ,dlﬂmgulfhed them-
{clves by their heroic 'exertions ; ‘nof connt-

ing their lives dear,. toak z‘bcgy might - fave
- their
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their country. ‘Their names are . written on
our, hearts, as with. a pen of iron, and paind,
of a diamond.; and will be. confecrated, 1o
honourable rcmcmbrance, in the anpals..of
America, till time fhall be no more :. while
the name of .every envious, {neering fcoﬁ'er,
calumnijator, and . wicked . confpirator, . is.
either loftinoblivion, or doemed to perpetual
mfamy

‘Some, it may be, whofe frozen breafts
haveinever yet been warmed with the gene-
Irous flame of patriotic fire, in order todetrad
from the merit of the zealous affertors and
defenders of. the liberties of their country,
will pretend there is no fuch thing as public
virtue. But if there are any fuchcontra&ted
{fouls, who, without a blufh, profefs to
have no focial affections, of force enough
to give them the leaft motion out of the
narrow fphere. of felf, it may be beft
not to difpute feelings with them ; but to
allow them all that {ordid felﬁfhncfs which

they-claim, and net affront.them by contra-
di¢tion. But let us not facrifice cur own
generous feelings, to their {yftem. They.
have no more right to impofe thCll‘ feelings
ulfon us, than we have to impoie ours upon
! cm. -

It
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1t muft give pleafure to every true friend
of human kind, to confider, that the late
grand ‘revolution, which has raifed fo great
a part of America into a ftate of indepen-
dence, was undertaken,and, by the affiftance -
of divine providence, "has been -brought
about ; not from ambitious views, or a fond-
nefs for dominion; but upon principles
friendly to the rights and libertics of every
nation, upon the face -of the whole earth.
Unprompted by ambition to enlarge her ter-
ritories by unjuft conquefts,or to compel any
other flates or kingdoms to fubmit to her
ufurped avthority and government, America
hascontendéd only for the commeon rights of
men. Her grand aim, her ultimate objeét
inall her firpggles and exertfons, has been,
not to prepare a yoke of bendage for the
necks of others ; but to free herfelf and
polterity from the tyranny of lawlefs arbi-
trary power (that feurce of plagues to the
weak and defencelefs part of mankind) and
to {ecure thofe bleflings, without which, the
ereat ends of fociety, muft be loft. With
the moft perfe@ cordiality, we have withed,
and ftill wifh, to cultivate friendfhip with all
nations, on f{uch a footing, -as fhall be
to mutual advantage, and conduce to the
general good of the whole world. In regard
even to Britdin, perfuided I am, that the

" inhabitants
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inhabitants of thefe flates’ (with very few
exceptions) might fafely appeal to the great
Searcher of hearts, as a witnefs to their fin-
cerity, thould they deslare, that ‘though fhe
has treated them in the moft barbarous and
provoking manner, and forced them in their
own defence, to fly to arms,and engage in 2
long and bloody war; yet they never wifhed
to fee her deprived of freedom, or reduced
to inglorious fubjedtion to any power on
carth. Though fhe has cut the knot of
kindred-love, and effeually deftroyed that
prediletion,  which produced a fpecial at-
tachment to her; in preference to others,
yet we are not fo implacable and unfor-
giving, but that we can heartily wifh her
profperity and happinefs, in common with
other nations. |

The independence of thefe American
ftates, being founded on fuch a broad bafis
of generous philanthropy, we have reafon
to hope they will ftill be the fpecial care-
and charge of the gracious Parent of the
univerfe, whole tender mercies are over all
bis works ; and that, .under his almighty.
- patronage, they will become a permanent
flourithing empire, fupported by the prin-_
- ciples of virtue, religion and liberty without
licentioufnefs,

~ [et
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Let me, on - this occafion, with all the
{enfibility of lively joy, exprefs my hearty
congratulations, on the happy ceflation of
hottilities, after a moft diftrefling, expenfive
and -bloody war. ‘Hail, aufpicious happy
day, that has put-a ftop to the effufion of
human blood and - the horrors of war, ard
fheathed the devouring: {word ; that has
crowned our virtuous efforts with glorious
fuccefs, giving us eftablifhied independeénce
with the returning bleflings of peace, and
filling our mouths with fongs of triumph !
Men, brethren.and fathers, I felicitate you,
I felicitate my country, on this great, this
glorious event ; an event, which cannot but
caufe every patriotic heart to expand with
joy, at the profpect of the bright fcenes
which it opens to view, after a long and
sloomy night of forrow and trouble.

What acknowledgments do we’ owe to
the fupreme Governot of the world ; who
was pleafed to hear our cries, in the days
of our diftrefs, and to give us perfevering
courage and fortitude.in thofe trying times,
when our affairs wore the gloomielt afpeét ;
when we were involved in awful fcenes of
havock, blood and carnage, and furrounded
with the depredations and fhocking ravages

of a war, carried on againft us with favage
wantonnelfs ;
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wantonnefs ;. who was pleafed to defend us,
by his mighty pawer, when we were weak,
unprepared and unequal to the - conflidt,
and to enable us to make fuch a nable
fland, and to gain fuch fignal vi&ories,

while we were without ally, as gave us
refpecability abroad, and induced one of
the firft European powers, heartily to efpoufe
our caufe, and aflit us by a generous and
friendly alliance : who hath been our fhield
and protedtion, from the firft rife of the
war, through all the hazardous progrefs of
it, and hath led forth our armies, under the
condu& of awife, brave and intrepid general,
expert in war, of fingular equanimity in
fuccefs and difappointment, indued with a
foul formed for noble atchievements, whom
he was pleafed ‘to raife up .and qualify for
the important .command .which has been
-committed to him, and to honour as a di-
ftinguifhed inftrument of the. emancipation
of his country ? Thefe are .the Lord's de-
ings, and they are maruelfous in-our eyes. .

. = Ce 1 RV

-~ When we look back on.the . difficulties
and hazards "in-which we have been in-
volved ; when we confider what engines of
:mifchief and deftru&ion have been employ-
ed to work ouir ‘ruin ; when 'we refle on
the perils and dangers we were in, cot only

from
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from the policy and power, the ftratagems
and violence of open and profefled enemies,
but from the infidious arts, treacheries and
confpiracies of falfe and deceitful men
among ourfelves ; who, -under the difguife
of friendfhip or mafk of neutrality, have
conflantly endeavoured to difhearten and
difcourage us, to obftru our meafures, re-
tard our operations and difappoint our en-
terprizes, and, at the fame time, fecretly to
aid the caufe -of thofe, who had unjultly
compelled us,to make- our appeal toHeaven,
as our laft refort: When we confider thefe
things, what reafon have we to adore the
merciful providence of almighty God, who,
by many fignal interpofitions in our tavour,
has finally baffled and defeated the mif-
chievous machinations of all our enemies,
both fecret and open; difconcerted the
plans of thofe who uarighteoufly rofe up
againft us, and obliged' them (notwithftand-
ing all their pride of power, and vain confi-
dence of reducing 'us to. unconditional fub-
miffion) to yield the grand point contended
for, by negotiating a peace with us, upon
the footing of equality’ and independence !
With the greateft pertinency . may we now
adopt the language of the royal pfalmift, and
{2y, Ifit bad not been the Lord, who was
on axr fide, when men rofe:up aganft us ;
| then
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then they bad fwal[a'wed us up quick, whei
their wrath was kindled againft us; then
the waters bad overwhelmed us, the ﬂrmm
~ bad gone over our joul';. then the proud
waters bad gone over our foul. Bleffed be the
Lord,who bas not g1ven us, as a prey to therwr
teeth. Qur foul is efcaped as a bird out of the
Jnare of the fowlers ; the fuare 1s broken, and

we are efcaped. Our belp is in the name of
the Lord, who made heaven a?:d earth.

If we have wifdom to make a good im-
provement of this happy event, what blef-
fings and felicities, that this world is capable
of affording, may we not fecure to ourfelves
and to our pofterity? When we look for-
ward, what glorious profpedts open to view!
How pleafant muft it be to cvery fincere
lover of his country, to entertuin his fancy
with future fcenes, and behold, through
the medium of probable conje&ure, the
future glory, grandeur and” magnificence of
America! To bchold her raifed {uperior to
all her enemies; extending her friendly
arms for the [upportand protcétion of other
ftates and nations againft the attacks of reft-
lefs encroaching ambition ; and (while none
dare to diftruft or affront her) offering a
refuge and afylum, in her ‘bofom, to the

injured and opprefled of the human race in
E all
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all quarters of .the globe ! To behold wealth
and opulence flowing in upon her, in con-
tinual ftreams, from the inexhauftible fources
of agriculture, and a free trade and com-
merce with all nations! To behold her
{preading, by a rapid population, over thofe
valt traéts of uncultivated land, which are
now the haunts of wild beafls, and {ee the
wildernefs, by the hand of indufiry, changed
into a fruitful field, blofioming as the rofe,
and yielding, in plentiful exuberance, every
tural comfort and delight! ‘To behold her
cxalted to noble heights of improvement, in
every ufeful art and fcience ; mounting
on the ftrong pinions of virtue, learning,
eloquence, religion, philofophy, and other
{ublime intelie&ual accomplithments, above
Greece and Rome, in'their zenith of glory !

~ Thele are agreeable profpedts ; but whe-
ther America fhallever realize them, depends
much upon the wifdom and virtue of the
prefent gencration.. Every patriot, from
the higheft to the loweft order, has now an
extedfive ficld opened before him, for the
difplay of his utmoft abilitics, in providing
for the future peace and profperity of his
country., The confequences of our conduét
at this oppertunity, willaffe&, not ourfelves

only, but unborn millions,
| Every
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Every confideration proper to influcnce
the. human mind, obliges us to exert our-
{clves, to make fure of the bleflings, which
are now offered by the propitious hand of
providence, and to tranfmit the fame to
fucceeding generations.  Should we neglect
the means neceflary for thefe purpofes, the
bright day, which now beams upon us,
may foon be overcaft with clouds; and our
fongs of triumph end in new {cenes of
forrow and trouble.

&

The Britifh troops arc not yet removed.
Their withdrawment, asfoon as conveniency
will permi, is ncceffary to give us full affur-
ance that the reconciliation on the part of
Britain, isfincere. Sufpicion thereforehould
not ﬂccp, until they are withdrawn. . Pru-
dence, wifdom, reafon, require vigilance and
caution, and oblige us to be on our guard.

Thongh the land nowreffs from war, and
we daily cxpeét to hear that the definitive
treaty .of peace is compleatly ratified, yet it
would be exceedingly unfafe for people to
lay by their arms, and negle& all military
matters. Our country aflords fo many tempt-
-~ ing objedts to excite thc ambition of other
nations (efpeciallyof thofe, who can have ealy
accefs, by reafon of a proximity of territory)

that

L
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that we can have no fecurity of a lafting peace,
ot of enjoying long the bleflings of freedom,
if we fhould rotally withdraw our attention
from the arts of war, and be unprovided
with the means of defence. Standing ar-
mies in atime of peace are indeed dangerous
to liberty; but a well furnithed and well
difciplined militia is of great importance to
a ftate, being neceflary either to prevent a
war, of to put people into a capacity to de-
fend themfclves againft any invafionor attack
from their enemies. ~ The public welfare
requires that our militia be kept on fuch a
re{pe®able footing, as fhall render us fecure
at home, and formidable abroad. But
leaving it to the wifdom of our rulers to
determine what is beft in reference to this
matter, let me obfcrve, that

- The inhabitants of thefe ftates are under
the molt facred obligations, not only to con-
fult the happinefs of the ftates, to which
they refpectively belong, by difcountenancing
all diforders, fupprefling thofe vices, that
are inconfiltent with the intereft of fociety,
and giving encouragement and {upport to
every virtue, upon which the peace, prof-
perity and flability of each fate, feparately
confidered, depend ; but by endeavouring to
ftrengthen thofe bands of nnion, which have

| conneéied
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conne&cd the whole together, as one inde-
pendent nation. By folemn confederacy
and compa® every one is bound, to keep
the good of all the ftates in view, while he
aims to promote the good of the particular
ftate with which heis more immediately
connected. In order to peeferve the union
betwccn the (tates, and cﬂabhﬂl it Upon a
permanent bafis, whatever is inconfiftent
with the prmmples which, upon the matureft
deliberation, have been ‘adopted, asthe grand
cement of it, mult. be carefully avmdcd
and a proper attention be paidto the intereft
and welfare of the whole. The feparate
good of-the feveral Rates, is to be purfucd
only by fuch meafures, as fhall. harmonize
with the good of all in the confedcracy

Nothing did more encourage Britain to
undertake and protra& the late war, than a
prefumption, that it would be impofible for
ﬁates, {odiftant from one anorher, {o differ-
ent, in many refpeds, in their education
and manners; and between which, from
fituation and other circumftances, there

would often be an interference and- compe-
tition of intereft ; to unite, or remain long
united in one common canfe. By morufy;-
ing experience fhe is now convinced of her
miftake ; having fecn the uniongather ftrength

and
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and confirmation, under the overruling hand
of providence, from the very meafures which

the took, in hopes to bréak and deftroy it.

Chagrined at ‘this difappointment of our
enemies, it is. poffible there may be fotne
“among us, who having always been difaf-

fected to our caufe,and all along endeavoured

to alarm people’s minds with prefages of
divifions and diffenfions between the flates,

may {lill wifh and hope to promote fuch an

event, left their repuration for forefight

fhould fuffer ;. as Jonah withed for the de-

ftruction of Ninevch, left his prophetic abi-

lities fhould ‘be called in queftion. = But
fhould any be fo inimical as to attempt any
thing of thisfort, by fowing difcord ; foment-

ing animofities ; endeavouring to propa-
sate unreafonable jealoufies and fufpicions,

or tonourifh and ftrengthen local prejudices;

it is hoped there is wifdom, virtue and refo- -
lution enough among the f&riends of the

country, to defeat. their evil defigns, and
(maugre the utmoft efforts of every incen-
diary and mifchief-maker) to preferve the
union unbroken, and the confederacy ui-
inturrupted and 1intire.

It is evidently of the greateft importance
to thefe ftates, both conjunétly and feparately

confidered, to keep the public faith, facrsd
all
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and inviolate. This is a main pillar in the
politic fabrick ; without which the building
muft foon fall. This is neceflary ‘to gain
us honour and confidence gmong other:na-
tions, and to preferve peace and union-among
ourfelves. Every one therefore is obliged
to contribute his fhare towards fulfilling the
engagements and promifes, made by lawful
authority, in behalf of all. the ftates, or of
the particular jtate to. which he belongs;
that all, whether countrymen or foreigners,
~ who have afforded or fhall afford any aflift-
ance or fervice to the public, may receive
juftly expected rewards ; and none haverea-
fon to complain, that they have been de-
cieved and injured, by depending on public
faith. &hould any be difpofed to violate
their obligations, in this refpeé, the civil
magiftrate has undoubted authority, and
ought to compel them to their duty ; for if
every. one might beleft at liberty, to. do
what 15 right mn bis own eyes, public credit
would ftand upon 4 precarious foundation,
and be continually liable to'be facrificed
to the: humour, capricc and avaricé of
individuals. '

Though public credit has been in a declin-
ing ftate, yct we are glad there is an hopeful
profpett. of its recovery. What particular

- | methods
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methods are beft for placing it on a fifsi
and durable " bafis, I have not the vaniy
to think myfelf capable of determining.
But- it. is.-conceived, no method can be¢
adopted for -this purpofe, but. what will re-
quire the aid of taxes; in fome mode or
other ; and confequently give umbrage 10
thofe (if any fuch there are) who never can
be fatisfied, unlefs they can enjoy the blef-
{ings of good government without coft.
But he, who has juft conteptions of things,
cannot fure expe& to enjoy the bleflings of
fociety, or {uppole it poflible to fupport the
honour and credit of government, and attain
the ends of it, without confiderable expence,
even in the moft peaceable times ; much
lefs, in times of. danger, difficulty and
general calamity.

It cannot be thought ftrange, that a dif-
trefling war, of eight years continuance, has
involved us.in a great debt. But confidering
the magnitude of the objed, which we have
had in purfuit,and the great exertions which
we have been obliged to make in order to
attain it, our debt is not {o great, as might
have been expe&ted. Thofe nations, which
are now groaning under the iron yoke of
oppreflion, and defpotic government, would

think themfelves “happy, if they could
purchafe
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purchafe the invaluable bleflings of liberty,
at {o cheap a-rite. "Thereis yet another con«
fideration, which alone is fufficient to filence
all complaints, on this head. - It is this, that
if we had been reunited to Britain, and ih
addition to other expences, had had a pro-
portional fhare of her-enormous debt laid
upon us, it wounld have hang like a2 millftone
about our necks, and plunged us into inevis
table banckrupty, from which we never
could have recovered ourfelves. © Our prefent
burden, tho’ fomewhat prefling, is compa-
ratively light. Let prodigality, luxury, and
other impoverifhing vices be banifhed from
among us ; and [et frugality, ceconomyand
induftry fupply their place; and then confi-
dering our means and refources, it will not
be fo difficult to difcharge our debt, in the
“courfe of a few years, as fome may imagine,
And while the legiflature, in levying taxes,
for this and other important purpofes, take
all poflible care to make the burden as light
as the public exigences will permit, and to
adjuft each man’s fhare of the public expence
to his intereft and circumftances, every otie,
inftead of indulging a murmuring temper,
thould chearfully endecavour to deftay his
part, rejoicing that fuch wife provifion is -
made for judgment to run dewn as* waters,
and righteoufnefs as a mighty fiream.

F " Convinced
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 -Convinced of the neceflity -of a {tri& re- -
gard to juftice, for preferving, the credit of
government, and mutval confidence between
the' members of a community, every true
friend to fociety will with and endeavour to
promote it, in'all orders of men, from the
higheft to the loweft. [t is an obfervation
of a king, as.much: celebrated for his wif{dom
as magnificence, and may be laid down as -
a maxim, confirmed by the experience of all
ages, that righteoufne/s exalteth o nation.
According to the natural courfe of  things,
and common order of providence, that fo-
ciety has the faireft profpe& of profperity,
and lafting felicity, where government; firft

r

founded in equity, is adminiftred according

10 the rules of impartial juftice ; and where
truth, honefty and fidelity ave encouraged,
mdintained and promoted between man and
man, in their privateintercour{eand tranfac-
tions. In this cale, peace and harmony will

prevail among the members of a fociety;
who will confequently be in a {uitable dif-

pofition to ferve one another, and to unite
in {uch meafures, as the general intereft fhall,
atany-time, require. - But when theoppofite
vices predominate ; when faith and truth,

~uprighepels and integrity take their flight ;

when juftice is made a matter of traflick,

and is bought and fold for money ; when
| ~ decett,
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deceit, falthood, unrighteoufnefs and oppref~.
fion bear fway without controul ; then.
diforder and confufion; fchifm, tumult-and
mifery, ‘may . be expeéted as a. natural con-
fcquence and effet. -+

Though unrighteoufnefs may fometimes.
anfwer 2 prefcnt'pui'pofc yet foliow.it: d..
little way; .in it's confequenccs and it will:
be fonnd 20 be the parent of difficulty and
trouble; of: embarrafiment and perplexity.
There canl\be no ' danger or hazard in ad-..
hering to the rules of jultice; but what "1s
morally wrong can never be good policy, in
referencc elther to public or private affairs.

Thereis nothing more manifeft, than that
the intereft of a people is greatly affe@ted,
by the virtues and vices prevalent among
them.- From hence the inference 1s obvious, -
that the morals of a people are among the
grear objects, which claim the particular
attention of thelegiflature and civil authoriry.
It” evidently falls within their province, to
provide means, by law, for the fuppreffion
of vice and wukcdncfs, and the promotion’
of good morals. In order eflcCtually to
anfwer thefe ends, care thould be taken for
the diffufion of learning and religion through
¢ focicty; that people may entertain juft

conceptions
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conceptions of the dignity and rights of hu-
man nature, and be ecarly initiated 1n the
principles of a faber, honeft and pious life. -
The geueral prevalence of ignorance and
irreligion* muft be produive of very mif-
chievous effe@s in fociety. For ignorant
minds, unimprefled with a fenfe of a Deity,
of a providence and a-future flate, muft be
unprincipled, and prepared, whenever-oceca-
fions offer, for the moft atrocious ‘crimes. .
I would juft add, that an ighorani: people,:
are continually liable to be impofed upon,
and feduced into a furrender of their liber-
ties, by the fpecious arts, eloquence and
addrefs of defigning men, whofe enterpri-
zing ambition will not fail to lay hold on

fuch an advantage, for the acquifition of
power. |

Senfible of how great importance it is
to the happinels of a people, to be earlyin-
{truéted in the principles of piety and virtue,
and furnithed with good degrees of know-
ledge, refpedting the things of this world
and that to come, our worthy anceftors were
induced to take effetual care for the encou-
ragement and f{upport of the liberal arts
and {ciences ; for the prefesvation of a reves
rential fenfe of a Deity on people’s minds ;
for theinftruction of all in religion and good

literature.



( 45 )

literature.  Great and .invaluable are the
bleflings, that have been dérived to us;-their
nofterity; - from their ‘pious care, In - thefe-
refpects ; a-confideration whereof fhould'
provoke us to imitation ; thae s we”have”
reafon to honour their memory, for the ex=
cellent provifion they made for our happinels

and welfare, {o our delcendents may have

" equal reafon (0 rife-up and call uj bleffed.

Our new conftitution, while it has pro~
vided every guard, which. human wifdom
can invent, to defend our liberties, civil and
religious, againft every encroachment of arbi-
trary power, has authorized our civil rulers
to take care of the morals of people, by
furnithing them with the means of inftruc-
tion in virtue, piety and" every branch of
wleful knowledge. They will thereforc
confider themfelves 25 obliged to adopt fuit-
able meafures for the encouragement of
literature, the advancement of the {ciences,
and the prefervation of a fenfe of religion
among all orders of men.

To fay nothing of other literary inflitu-
tions, which claim the patronage of our
political fathers, and of all the friends of
f{cience ; let me obferve, that the laws pro-
viding for the eftablithment of fchools, in

our
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our {everal towns and plantations, are wnfely
calculated to promote the .great cnds of
{ociety, by affording to all, the neceflary
means of education and inftruction. in the
moft important, ufeful and profitable branches
of learning. But of what fervice or fignifi-
cance are the bcﬂ laws, while they lie dor-
mant, and may be tranfgrechd with impu-
nity ? A-law unexecuted is without life ;
and can’anf{wer no end, but te bring civil
authority into dlﬁ'eputc ]

As to laws obliging people to aflemble for
public worfhip, and provide themfelves with.
public teachers of religion ; fuch laws are
ewdently well adapted to promote the good
order of civil government, and advance the
happinefs of a people, by enforcmg the ufe
of proper means for imprefling men's minds
with an awe of the fupreme Governor of
the world, and engaging them from a fenfe
of their accountablcncfs to him, to fulfi] all
moral obligation, and live in the practice of
the virtues of a good life. And it is con-
ceived that fuch laws can be no reafonablc
ground of complaint, {o long as the facred
rights of confcience are fufficiently guarded
and fecured, by leaving people at liberty to
chufe their own teachers, and modes of
1E}HDrﬂnp ; and while none are fubjeéted te
fines,
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fines, forfeitures "or ‘any difadvantages of 2
civil nature, for their particularreligious
fentiments and profeflion, if they be peace-
able members- of ‘fociety, and do not ’pro-
pagate any dodtrines,:inconfi ﬂenuwnth thc
fafety of the ﬁate. o

To carry the idea of rehglous llbcrty o
far, as to make it an effe@ual-hindrance:to
the providing and ufing neceflary means,
for the. prefervation of a fenfe of religion
and moral obligation' among the members
of a community, is to oppofe it to the in-
terefts of human fociety, and to rob civil
government of one of it’s main fupports.
For the moft powerful enforccments of
obedience to civil authority, are derived
from a confideration and belicf, that there
is a fupreme invifible Power, prefiding over
the world, to whom all men are -account-
able, and who will reward or punifh every
man, in a future ftate, according to bisworks.
Obedience that proceeds wholly from fear
of punithment frem men, is precarious and
uncertain ; and will be withdrawn, upon
the flighteft temptations of pleafure or profit,
whenever a perfon believes, ‘that he can
efcape with impunity. Religion therefore
forms a more fteady and permanent prin-
ciple of obedience to civikgovernment, than

any
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any penal fanctions, of a temporary nature,
by which the laws of men can be enforced.

It would evidently conduce greatly to
the hdppinefs and tranquility of fociety, and
facilitate the adminifiration of government
and public juftice, could people, in general,
be perfuaded to fubmit to the authority of
the community, vefted in it’s rulers, and to
obey the laws, not only for wrath, but for
confcience Jake. 1t is not conceiveable how
any fociety fhouid enjoy this advantage,
wherg the public worfhip of God is neg-
leCted, and no proper means made ufe of,
for the infirudtion of people in piety,
religion and morality.

The defign of the inftitution of civil
government oeing the good of the people,
they who are intrufted with the manage-
ment of it, fhould make this the grand
obje® of their attention and purfuit, and
in the exercife of their conftitutional powers,
ufe ail means and niethods, that are of
manifeft importance and neceffity to anfwer
this end. This will make them a terror
*p evil doers,and an encouragement to them
who do well.  This will not only command
a general reverence ; but infure to them the
aarticular cftcem, afliftance and fupport of

every
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every true friend to the commonwealth ;
and caufc the cenfures and calumnies of the
envious, malicious and fa&ious, to tecoil
on their own heads.  This will make them
pubhc bleffrgs and benefadtors ; and gIve
them thofe fincere delights and fupporting
confolations, which arife from reflections on
fuch good and ufeful attions, as have greatly
contributed to the general intereft and prof-

perity, and advanced the happinefs of focwt}

It might be tho't an inexcufable omiﬁon,
fhould I clofe this dilcourfe, without paying
a particular honourable attention to  the
worthy gentlemen, who have lately been
vefted with the {overeign powers of this
commonwealth. Their promotion to fuch
high ftations of authority, by the fuffrages

of a free people, gives them refpeability,
and entitles them to our contidence.

It affords us fingular plcafurc, that the
higheft feat in government, is filled, the
fourth time, with a gencrous, uniform, per-
fevering and refolurte patriot ; who has ac-
qulttcd himfelf with integrity and honour,
in_ the feveral important departments, in
which he has been employed, fince the be-
ginning of our late contefts. Nor fhall ws
torget, that for the carly decided and dif-
tinguifhing part, which he took, in the canfe
G of

-——
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\
of his country, he had the honour to be
marked out, in conjun&ion with an eminent
compatriot, for the firft vitim of Britifh
vengeance. Qur fatisfadtion on account of
his being again chofen firft magiftrate of this
commonwealth, would be without allay, on
this occafion, was he not prevented, by fick-
nefs, from honouring the folemnities of the
day with his prefence. - S

We are happy to find, that the fecond
rank in government; by the voice of the
people, Is again conferred on a gentleman,
who, by an unwearied inflexible attachment
to the caufe of America, through all the
hazzardous {cenes of the late war, from firft
to laft, has given full proof of his patrioti{m,
and juftly merited public refpectand honour.

We rejoice that {fo many other worthy
charaders, that have approved themfclves
faft friends to their country, in the moft
perilous times, are intrufted with a fhare in
the adminittration of government, and the
important powers of legiflation.

The teflimony, which his Excellency ; his
Honor, the licatenant-governor ; and the
honoraole gentlemen, that compofe the two
brarches-of the general court, have received;
and which the council, ftill to be chofele,

Wii
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will receive, of the efteem and confidence of
the people, by their ele@tion to fuch. high
officcs ; muft be an encouragement and ani-
mating motive to them, to improve the ad-
vantages refulting from their exalted Rations,
for the pood of the public, the end of their
advancement. We know that their bufinefs
muft be peculiarly difficult and arduous, at
fuch a day as this.  Until the body politic
fha!l be cured of thofe diftempers and dif~
orders, which have been introduced: by the
convullivns of war, it wiil require great
ftrength and fortitude of mind, to hold the
retns, and fuftain the burden of government.
Great 1kill and wifdom, great firmnefs and
reflolution tempered with prudence, are necef-
fary, at the prefent crifis ; to retrieve public
credit ; to do equal jultice to all ; to quiet
the agitations of people’s minds; to put the
affairs of the public nto a proper train and
arrangement ; to repair the diforders of the
political machine, and adiuft the wheels and
{prings of it, in fuch a2 manner, that every
part may anfwer its end, and contribute to
‘the beauty, order and ufcfulnefs of the
whole. We thercfore moft heartily com-
mend our civil fathers to-the blefline of that
God, whs giwtb wzfdom to the *zoﬁ, and
underjtanding to the prudent. May the legif-
lature, and all in autnom_v, from the firlt

mamﬂr:tc
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magiitrate ta the loweflt officer, be endued
with wifdom and armed with prowefs, {uita-

ble 1o their | ftations, and be public bicflings.

And le" all pemle of every clafs and de-
nominatian, ferioufly (}Ohndu how much
it behoves them o fubmit to thoizs, who arc
in authority over them, and to conform to
the conftitution and laws of the common-
wealth, in order eflc@ually to fecure the
leﬁhﬂ" of civil government.  While civil
rulers are 1o be cautiondd againft an abufe
of authority, and exhorted to employ their
powers for the yood of the public; people
arc to be pui 12 uund to honour-and chey
magyfirates ; 1 be fudjelt unio the bigher
powersy,and o fubmit themjelves to cvery
ordinance qf'm;z*z, Jor the Lord's fa{F |

When peonle give way {0 a r:.fra:..tor]
temper ; fer themicles up in oppoiition o
government ; and bv continual groundlefs
ln'vfc‘hh...,, endeavour to bring an odum
upcn thelr rulers, and upon all public mea-
fures; they rake a dire@ method o over-
throw all civil authority, and to difband and
abolifh focicty. Let peaple be vigilant and
guarded againft the encroachments of arbi-
trar 7 power ; but let them, at the fame time,

ke heed, that they dcprlve not themfeclves
“f the ,.,..:c.f{;ngq of good government, and

T plupas
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piunge them{elves into all the diloruc..

nifchicfs of anarchy, in order ro fi.uie
themlelves againft tyranny. - This would’be
as prepofterous, as for a mariner to fuffer
valuntary thipwreck upon the rocks of Scilly,
ia order to avoid the dangers of Charybdls.
Mo wife man will run into one extreme, in
order to avoid its oppolite, while-he can

teer fafely, in a middle courfe, between both;

Senfible of the importance of good go-
ernment, the tiue friends of fociety will
chicarfully fubmit to fawful authority, and
endeavour to encourage and fupport thole,
who are in public ftations, in the execution
of their high offices, for the public good.
And while they do thus, they will cultivate
in themlelves and others, thofle benevolent
difpolitions, and thofe principles of integrity,
honelty and juftice, which are neceflary to
preferve peace and amity, good humour,
order and mutual confidence among neigh-
bours, and to lay a foundation for thofe pri-
vate friendihips, which afford fome of the
molt refined {ocial pleafures and delights.

And ]et it be remembered, that by the
virtues of a good life, added to their reli-
gious devotions and a@s of homage and
worlhip, the people put * themfclves under
Llie protection and patronage, and fecore the

fricndfhi p
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‘riendfhip of that almizhey Being, wihoie
providence go"” 15 the world whofe voice
all nature obeys ;' to whole controul all 1
cond caufes and fubordinite agents are fnb
1¢&; and whof: fole preroaatwe 1t is to atf-
penfe bléflings or calamitias, as to his wif-
dom fcems beft. A p=ople under the {miles
of Heaveh mu@t be profperous and happy.
If God be for us, who can be againff us?

-What happinels might we enjoy, as a
pﬂa nle,and as indmd nals, 1f every one would -
reform his vices; C caltivate a mecek, peaceabie
and benevolent foirit ; and ufe his beflt en-
decavours to promote the gocd of others, a3
well as is own ? What bleflings might we
procure to ourﬁa.v“s and to the community.,
if with one heart and one foul, we would
apnly ourfe]vgs to the duaties, that we owe
to onc another, as brethren and fellow-
citizens, and make it our bufinels to fulfil
21l moral, focial and civil obligations ! By
thus domg, at the fame time that we thould
brighten our profpeds into the future world,
and, through the merits of our moft mer-
ciful Redsemer, srovide for immortal blef-
fednels in ancther ftate of exiftence, we
might alfo fecure to ourfelves all the blef-
fings of fO"lE[j cn earn, and change this
world into 2 fort of paradile.

We
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We have'therefore CVery mgucement fuité
able to woik upon us as rational creatures,
to engage us to conform to the rules of vir-
tue, and comply with the great and compre-
henfive law of {ubjedtion to one another.
Let us lay our minds open to the facred in-
fluence of fuch mighty motives, that we
may be happy in our conneétions, both pub-
lic and private, in this world; and in the
world to come, be admitted to the {fociety
of thofe blefled beings, who, knit together
by the indifloluble tics of the moft finccre
and ardent love, have happy and uninter-
rupted experience of the moft pure, perfect

and fublime pleafures of friendfhip, for ever
and ever.

May the benevolent Parent and fopreme
Ruler of the univerfe beftow his benedictian
on us ; unite our hearts in love to one ano-
ther, and in the love of virtue ; and difpofe
us to keep all bis commandments always ;
that, the fcenes of our troubles clofed, we

may fee good days; rejoice in the happy
effc@s of his favour to us, and in the pro-

mifing prf)fpe&s of the bleflednefs and prof-

perity of our delcendents, to the latell
generation.
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