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R E A D E R. 
H l~ Pt!t,lick fllOllld never have been trou

bled with the following Treatile on the 
I~a\\ .. tlllne1s of Defenfive V\l ar, had it not 
bu:n i()r a late unfeafonable Pamphlet, in-

tituled, Cfbe Dotlrille of Cbrij1imlit),; aJ held by the 
Pt!.p!t~ ulkJ .00ulJ.:erJ, t·,:indicilted, in .A.nfwer to Gil
bert 1~"n;;t"I!/'s Sermon on the La\"fulnefs of \Var. 
This Divine having, at the Requeft of forne Gen
tlemen engaged in the Affociation for Defence lately 
entlT'd into for fccuring the Province againft a 
thrl.'arcning Invafion, printed a Serf!lon which he had 
l)rrarllco lll)()il tllc La\\yfi.llneis of Ikfenfive War;, 
this IJan1piJet was printed and publilhed in Anfwer 
to !t: i\nd that it might have the more univerfal In
r.m"no."" over dlC PrOViJ1Ce, was order'd to be given 
a\~9a)T gratis. In this l-lerformance the Author has 
undertaken to prove, by fair and candid Interpreta...; 
rions of Scriptlir~ (as he tdis us in the third Page) 
the very Revene of what the Sermon had proved. 
How well he hath filcceeded, the Reader wili fee in 
the Perufal ot- the fecond Part of this Treatife.: 

I T was undoubtcdly tmdertaken with no (Ither 
Intent but to defeat this generous {lndertaking of 
thofe wonhy ~1en (who could not n.,ffihiv have any 
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other View in it but the gen~r&t1 Good) by raifing Scru
ples in Peoflcs Minds about the Lawfulnefs of what I 
they Were about to {'ngage in. This was done at fo a 
llflfeafonable a Tizl1C, \vhen every Bo(iy (but tIle All

thor anti his Frienl~s) was fuliy- c{1n\T!Ilce<.1, that there 
\vas an \-:xtra.ordinary Call for flliing u!)on iOlne Mea
fures tLr (Jur Security, tlllt it ga,r~~ no f:naII Alarm to 
every Well wlfher to his Country; iJ110much that ma-
ny did not ~';icl( to fay, it Ioo!,-ttl n10re like the 
Performance c\f One \vho Vias engaged in a foreign 
Intereft, than ot"' a tnle all(t l()yal E1ZgliJh SUbjL'c1. 

WHEREFORE, as a Tellimony of my Re
gard for the Good of human Society in general, ,-~f 
my Duty to my King and Country in particular, 
and of true Benevolence for all my Fellow Su~jet1s; I 
I have fuffered myfelf to be prevailed upon by forne 
true Patriots, and Lovers of their Country, to in
terpofe in tIle Bel1aIf of tllat Doarin~, wllich, if 
once given up, the E11glifh D()lllin!ons, as weI] as 
thofe of all other Chriftiail States, \'{Quld [Don be
come a Scene of Slavery aild Opprdlion. This I 
have done iIi the fol!owing Tn.>.~til~, which I pray 
God may be an Antidote againft that pernicious and 
ground]~ls Pril1ciple this '''indicator endeavours to 
fU!Jport. 

I N this \Vork I have clearly proved the Lawful
nefs of Dcfenfive vVar lInder tIle 01<.1 Tefta!llent; 
and thence I l1ave c1educe(1, as all llndeniable Con~ 
feqllcnce, that it is tl1trefore not u!11awful under the 
Ne\~{. 

I N Profccution of the Argument I have followed 
this Method: I . I have ftated this ~eftion, viz. 
\Vhcthcr in any Cafe it be lawful for Chriftians to 
make \Va, under the Gofpd ? 

2. I have taken the Jm.rmative Side of the ~e
ilion; and for the Rdolution thereot~ I have proved, 
botll from RtafOfl and Revelation, that Defcnfi,'e 
,\V if Vlas la\vtlll untler tll~ Old l'cftan1cnt. .t\n(i, 

3. I HAVE 
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3. I I-I A V E made it appear (which is a p!ain 
Refolution) t!lat as there is nothing in Chriftianity 
that can amount tn a L'l\, prohibiting I iefenfiv·e \\- ar I lmder the Gofpt I ; thcrdore it cannoi ::.,e uniawflll tor 

~ Chrittians, undt-r tbat Dit?~nfation) to defend them
j~"\l,'c-s againft a fort:ign El1~m}r: All this is contain' d 
in the firft Part. 

I N the [cconti Part, I have e.xamined all the Paf;.. 
[ages in the for,,:1~lid Pamphlet, tI .. ~t feem to affect 
tIle general Doctrine I had eftablifhed in the firft ; 
\\~lllch I tiefire tIle Reader may perufe with Atten
tion. But there arc two Paffages efpecially, winch,. 
tho' I ha,rc infiftecl 1J1)on !1retty largely in the Trea
rife, yet, for tIle fartl1er Ill11ftration of' the Doctrines 
atlvanced in tile Examination of them, I muft be~ 
Leave to acId fOI11etlling here, in order to prevent 

I· l\1iftakes. The firft is, where I examine what the 
.. Y. advances againft the Law and Light of Nature~ 

The l~cond is, \\·hcre I examine his Obfervation con~ 
cerning l\1cns acting in moral Matters according to 
their COI1Vil:tions. 

T HAT there is fuch a Thing as the Law of 
· Nature exifting in the U niverfe, I have briefly 

l)rOvt(i in tIle fccond Part ; and that notwithftanding 
the Fall of Adam, Mankind were capable of difcover .. 

lIng the main Principles of the Law of Nature, and the 
.. necefiary Duties incumbent upon them by Virtue of 
this Law. No,,·', for the farther UluftratioIl ot- this 
curious Point, and l)reventing l\1iftakes, let Ine add.) 

1ft. \V HEN I fay there are natural elTential 
Differences in the Natures of Thi~gs, from whence 
refults a F"'itnefs and 1J nfitnefs III Atl~op.c; to certain 
Ends; I don't maintain tllat thefe Differences are 
any Thing abftraeted from the Will of God, this 
being a Speculation that has no Relation to my 
SubjeCt. It is enough for my Purpofe, ifit be grant. 
ed, that there are fuch natural and effential Differen .. 
ces in Things, whether thoic Differences be confi~ 
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d~d as arifing from the Things thcmjclves antec~
dent to tlle \'., ill of Goti, or irOnl his \\. ill conlbt· 
ring them fue-h, thu' before tiley \\~ere in their N a
~es perfec1~y indifferent. 

A D E A L may be faid for both thcie Opinions ; 
but I incline to the latter, as being moll '\.~ceabie to 
l10ly Scripture.----And tho' we ptice the Spring and 
Fountain of the Law of Nature in tIle Divine W.tI], 
which js free in tIle moil: unlinlited SC'1fe; it v,rill 
not follow from hence, that tIle L~l\V ot'Nattlr~ l11ay 

therefore be ch~nged by God~ or the contrary be 
commanded; becaufe he has crea~e(i l\lan (wl1() is 
the Subject ot- this Law) a Being not ptJfIibly to be 
preferv!d without th(: Obft'rvation of it. Now 
this being the Cafe, we cannot with any Colour of 
Reafon fuppofe that God will either alter or reverfe 
the L~w of N atlJrc, fo long as he brings nq Change 011 

hum~ Nature itfLlf'; and fo IOIlg as the At1iollS en- · 
join'd by this Law do by a natural C onfequcpce pro-
'J1lote the Good of Socienr , in whicll is contai11' II all 
the telnpora! Happinefs o'fMankir.d, wIuie the con
trary .:.~tl:ions do by as ftrong aN cceffit)T lieftro)T tllat 
Society: That is, fo long as Beneficence, Kint~
nets, good Faith, Juftice, Gratitude, and the like 
"PraCtices, iliall have a Power of t"llgagiJlg aI1\.i 
winnulg on Mens rdinds, and ~'ice ~'ei1tJ. 

AND therefore fuppofing human Nature and 
human Affairs to be fix'd and. cOftltaJ1t, the La\v of 
Nature, tho' it owed its original lrulitution to tIlt! 
free Pleafure of' God, remains firln and inlmutable. 

AND here we ought to diftinguifh careftlily be
twixt the Law of Nature as it refpetl:s God himfelf, 
who is the Author of' it, and as it refpeds l\len, 
who are the Subje8:s thereof. For tho~ 'twould be 
Impiety to affert that the I-law ofN ature contains any 
Thing iri it ;epugnant to the divine Holinefs and 
.1 uftice; yet we are certain, that Goc.i does many 
Actions, which, were we to do, woul\.l be abonlina• . , '. ... . hl~ 
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1)le "rickednefs: And the Reafon is, ~aufe this 
J~w is not common to God and Men. The Law 
()fN ature, tho' it indifpenfibly obliges us yet it can 
lay no Obligation upon him. So that when we fay 
GoJ CMnot difpenfe with the Law of Nature, we 
rnea.." that he cannot alter the Relations of Things 
,,;th Regard to fuch Duties as neceffarily refuJt from 
tIle Conftitution of"htlman Nature. He carlnot alter 
the N atun:s of Virtue CL"1ci Vice, without altering 
t1c Conftittltion of Illlman Nature. Now from tJus 
()b1crvation, 'tis eaiy to anfwer thofe Inftances 
which fome give of God's difpenfing with the Law 
uf N atllre; as \\' hen he comtnanded the Ifraelites to 
lleftroy forne Nations utterly, and to fpoil others of 
tl1cir Poffeffions. Here was only an Alteration made 
in the Properties of Things, but the Obligation of 
the preceptive Law of Nature was not hereby dif
folved. Mllrder would have been an intrinfical E
vil ftiil; bllt tllat which 'vas done bv the irIlmediate 
and ipecial Command of God, who is the fupream 
Lor(l anti l)ifI}()i{"r ot- all Things, and hath a tUller 
R 19ht o,'rr his Creatures, than any MatI can have 
O'lcr anotl1er, WOll](lll:lVe been noMurder. Robbery 
\\:o111~I 11a,~e been Evil itill; but taking Things alie
n~~teli from their l'>roperties by God hilnielf, who is 
the rightful Proprietor of all Things, was not f~ r)bbe .. 
ry . It cannot therefore be properly called a Dif
pelliation of the La'" of Nature, when a Man by 
exprcfs Command from Heaven executes God's 
Rrght lIpan other 1\1en meerly as his Inftrument. 
Circunlftances may be varieli, ~nd the ObjeCt 
changed, and yet the Law itfe}f fuff'er no Alteration. 
Again, when I fay that the general and moft necef
fary Precepts of the Law of Nature are difcovera
bIt by every Man poffefied of the due Exercife of his 
Rtafon, I don't maintain that thefe general Princi
pIts are innate, or imprintcd, as it ,vere, in Mens 
t\1inds, frpm theirvery Birth, in the Manner of di~ 

f\ 4 ftincl~ 
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ftinCl: ancl aCtual Propofitions, fo ac; to be readily ex- r 
prefS'd ~md utter'd I)y them, as foon as they arrive I 
at the Vie of Speech without: further Infuutl:ion or t 

Meditation ; }y,-~aufe this Doctrine to me feenls not II, 

to have any Foundation in Naturt. Tho' I vene
rate the great Names of Stillingjleet and Sherlock, who · 
are of the contrary Opinion; yet, w hat I take to ,.1 

be the Truth, I hope I {hall always prefer before I 

a blind Obedience to any human At!thority. \Vllcn ; 
I fay therefore't that the La,v ofNatllre is the Dic
tate of right Rcafon, my Mcanillg is this, That the 
human Vllderftanding is endtJed with fuch a Power, 
as to be able from the ContclTIplation of 11um'an N a- , 
ture, to ciifcover a N eceffity of living agreeably to l 
this Law. On which l\ccount St. Paul de-elares it to 
be written in Mens Hearts, ROln. ii. 15. 

A S the U nderftanding performs the Office of a 
Light to diretl: Men ill their f~Ct!ons, whereby 
when ~hey are not guided aright, they mllft una
voidably lofe their Way ; fo it OlIght to be laid 
down as a certain Principle, that there ever was, 
both in the apprehending F~aculty, and in the Judg
ment, fuch a Degree of nattlral ReCtitude, as, tIp()n 

due i\ttention given, will not fuffer Men to be de
ceived in Reference to the main Principles and moil: ~: 
neceffary Duties of moral Practice ; and that neither il 

of thote Powers are JO COITuptec and cepraved, as to ~ 
put thAemillunderMa .Neceffiill;y ofbrceing miftaIken th~re- 1; 
111. n -cut 1 lrror w pre ent every mage in a 
diftorted Confufion; and the Tongue, whep. tinc
tur'd with a J aundice, i~; not able to dif~ern the Diffe
rence of T aftes: And yet it" doe~ not follow, that 
therefore the Senfes, to which thofe Offices belong, .,. 
are fallacious and llncer:ain. N either could it have 
been char!!' -i on thofe who never had the Benefit of ,:j 

a divine Revelation, a!j Guilt, that they had done a I 
bad Action, if they had not been fur~ifhed with a ,. 
clear Difcenunent of moral Good and Evii. And it t 

wOlJld \" , 
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\\-"ould be the higheft Injuilice to impute that Error 
as finful, \vhich was beyolld Mtns !>ower to avoid 
or fhake off. And tliert:fore, tlnlefs we would ut
terly fllbvert all the l\loralit}T of l\trion in Men before 
the. giving of the moral Law, we muft by all Means 
maintain, that de human UndcrItanding ever was, 
and ftill is, fo far right, as to be able to difcern and 
pra~1:i1e lh.e necdfary Duties of K ature' s Law, upon 
(ilfncie~t Enquiry and l'vleditation. But to prevent 
IVIiftakes, I heg l~eave l)~rticlllarly to remark, that 
I am not llere (1~batlng (,as being foreign to the Mat·· 
ter in Han<.~) ,vhat 110

Wvy,ter tIle hlilnan Underftanl1iIlg 
hath abollt Things which lic11end ·upon divine Reve. 
lation, or \vhat it can perfornl in fuch extraordinary 
Cafes withollt t!le l\ffiftance of <.1ivine Grace; but 
only about tIle Power it 11atl1 as 'tis employ'd in re
gulating Mens .:\ctions acc()r(iir~g to the Dictat(3s of 
the Law ot~ N attire. j\ncl as to tllis Point, I l1ave 
aJferted, and I hopr. with no Offence to any conlide
rate Man, tllat t!l,:re never Vlas allY Perfon ot~ proper 
Years, and l\1atler of jl1S O'¥11 l{ eaion, that could not 
coml)re11cn(1 tile n-:oft general anti necefiary PrecelJts 
()f the Law ()t-- ~~ att.lrc, allL1 tll(Jie whicll are of the 
greateft Ufe iil comm()n 1 :t~~ ; and difcern the A
greell1tnt they l;ear to the rat~onal and facial State ot
Mankind. 

IT muft intted be owned, that Intereft, joined 
with the Prejudices of Intancy, Education, or Cu
from, obfcure tile cleareft Dittates of l~eafon; of 
this we every Day fee nun1berle1~ InftaJlces. Some 
are fo blinded \vith Selt~ Iovoe, tl1at all tneir fine Parts 
feem intirely to forfake tl1em; as foon as allY Marter 
~omes in Debate, the Decinon of' which is attended 
with any Inconvenience to themteIves; and ye~ there 
very Perfons thal~ go tl1roug!1 a great many other 
Things, infin~tely more diffic.ult., with t:1e greateft 
Facility~ when they have no Tcr,dency to the~r own 
Difadvantage. O~e principal Criterion of right Kca-

, '. fun 
~ 
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font and dllt whereby we know affure-dly that it is 
nat~ to ~1en, is, that the uniuft Man, \vhen he is 

.. ' 
adng in any Affair that does nowife affrl.t his own 
I~i:!J'P..ft, judges ~.:tly according to ci'e Ruies of 
J ufOCe; and ,;oOlJS Pertons, ot- every Sort, have 
juft &ntinlents of Things, wh=re they do not tUJter 
themfdves to be prepolfdied by PaJTlOn. But there 
is mother CauJe of wrong Judgment befidt:S thefe; 
,::iz. Precipitation and Prepofi"'eJTIon, equ:dly hurtful 
to Society with L~e otJkT. .:\. ~lan oftcntirnes be
c!)m~ tenacioufly t~~li (If faUe or l!oubtfill Princi
~~ r-4ken up without E\.4lTli.'l3t1on or Reflettion; 
aJ'K~ t-Iten 'ris no \\~ onder if' he fL'1ds hinlteJt- u.,able 
to :-ecc.'1C.ile ttlde with the T rut.'t ot- Thin~ or to 
driw from them jldt and regular Conjequ~nces. 
I~ :.:w tew cio we find~ ,,-ho to ml.'Ch as think ot- e
ver calling in queffion certain Principles which they 
kl~--e ~..rly in:bilxd, clpc.cially if they i~e them au
thorize-l by the Opinions of" thoj~ ,,-h001 L~e}· look 
uIX,n to be Llteir Superiors in \'~il:!om and E:\.lll·ri-
0lC~; or ~1t-1blijhed by the C ufl()ms of" the $oc..iety 
or ]»)ace ,~'here th~>· ha\·c been l)rnt? Hence ,,-e fin\.i~ 
even ~ien ot' Parts, ""hen pu!bcd on by Part),. .\ni
mo~iti~ trrenuou'ly elfJca~:ol!rifl.g to fifili out~ noc 
'rh~lt is motl conformable to the L'1,~rilbl~ Rul~ 
of jght Realon ;L'lJ E~1l!!~" " th~ \YfCI}. Ex1ilcnc~' of' 
which th(oy h-l':~ th~ _-\ifur.mce to ~::'; btl: on!! 
what to th~'m :~"Cms moil: proper to jufhiY th~ f..l..'la
tit~, X utiur.~ tnl·ir l' .ITt)- h:lth emt'r.lced. Bu~ tho' 
torte Pcr1~n~ t!rro' Itldojence, n13~· poiTJbl~- Jk.~'~~r 
ha\~~ thougn! ot- on~ or t\~O P~cpts; ur thro' 
Rlfhnel~ :l.'lJ P;et..;pit'.lriOfl, ma~" ha\ye fr:Lwn' ,-1 ..... rong 
Opinions ot- 3Ctir.g; or ~~). a ~find corrupted \\iL~ 
vicilus Habi[~ may ha\tc (aJjctl their Truth and 
Kt:cdfiry in qudbon- i or may have cmbrac~d other 
Rules of Attion contrary ~ nJtur~ Suggdhons; 
yet this no more provrs, thlt hun13n Kature 
~ univer1illy corrupted, cllaa, i~ proves, that, becaufe 

i 
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a f\.fan who has put out his E )-~ carmot di1ttm any 
Difference in l'olours; the~to~ othen cannot 
do 1o~ who h3'~ not plit out their Eyes. For 
thefe unn~("rf~ ~:l!icts are to clearly pub!ifhed and 
apiain ~ ..I, and fo dol~·ly int("fl\-oy~n with ou!" very 
}king, tha! no ~lan" wIth the l~ 1~ of' Re:11On, can be 

~ 

-incapable.- of appreh~!ll~1r:g and ditceraing them ; 
fmc~ to this End nothi);g li10~ i~ Tl.XJU:red, traan an 
ordin:rrv Porrilln ot- nan;rll L!~~t, '"'r ~\:ilied that the 

~ ~ r 
Mind be not ,;nated aIlli ob1lru~led by· forne Dillent. 
per. 

~. I ~ my Ex~unination of what the r. hath ad
\4IlC'd concerning l)l'OI'I~'s a~br.g in nlola) })uties 
accorliing tl) tht-ir C on,,'~~loI1S.. I obl~rved~ That to 
make ~:len's Faith or tJerfi.,u"ion th~ Rul~ of mor-Al 
Duties, fet:nls to bt~ ;i l~rl '"iX}itt rous \ \. ~~1t ot- argtlil1g, 
as a~i~-ctir.g the great J.-JUi1~~:~ti!'n ()t- ?\-I\.~r;ll!l;-, ~ld 

'- - -
P·~iucillg ~·t·r\" liangeTO\:~ ,"c.'t n~"(~loiT;ll)W Cont~'uen1 

'- 4 ~ ... .-, 

Ce$. t--or {he h!rthcr lii~lftr"tiu!1 of \' .. -'~i(~. ier 111~ a,!l~ : 
'1---is tru~~ Cafuills :11i0\\-~ th~t 'ri.'J. ~!n t~)r:1 ~t:m ~o 
act agaiJltl his T illlgl!lep.t~ t·'·c'n ii!~I'<)f!!'·:.! his lllli!!-" -. '- ~ ~. .. ,-"JII 

ment tll he t~ilit-: But th~n they (~retl.lli\" \.iifiin~l!i!h . - ~-

~tv;eln atl Error in l'hc('T'''., ;In\.l an r ITt)r in t'r-ac-.. 
ric~. .1\ ~131l errs in the -fl1fOry, ,\-hen he t~mcics a 
Thing to be comma..llei!, ,,-lrich is rt~alJy· toroi(ll!en, 
or l:=tt indifferent, i. l. neither comm:mt!llo(j nor forbid
der., and t'ii"t :-"..';;. But he errs in the l'r&!crictlo

, 

when fomething int~l'"\pencs in Llte Exerrii~ ot- .. -\::bons~ 
which alt~rs their CirclL'111lanl.~~. X 0\\- 'tis aliow'd 
that the tornler Kind ot- Errors (10 not hinl1er their 1m ... 
putation to all .-\g~rtt ~ ~X'aute ht" is iuppofed not to 
ha,·e apply'd tufficient Dii:gen~e in (OI11~'lring l-tls 
Actions \\'lth ili~ Rule prefcrib'd him; which in ~Iat
t~rs conceJ1'.ir.g moral Duties, is !\) pI;lin, both in the 
Law ofSature 3.'ld Re~c):lrivn, t~at h~ that runs may 
read it. -"'nd therefore he hdS no Rtl!{)n to think~ 
th~t fu("h Errors fh~il nul llt~ impllted. (~od hac; giy"en 
~Ial a mor-.u Law, plain 3Jld inteillgible b} eycry Body 

l!lat 
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that has tht .xerciie of Reafon, w]'ereby L1CY are to 
guide their ... -\ lions: A.nrl let a Man's Pertuaiion Ix; 
what it will as to certain Aaion~ it cannot alter the 
Nature of Things. ~T!s not hisOpinion, but God's 
Law that makes Things Good or E vi!, afid therefore 
we lhall be for ever oblig'd to do fome Attions, and 
forbear othe~ whatever our PerJtiafion be, becaufe 
we cannot alter the Naturef)t' Good and E,,;}. For if 
the moral Go()~lne1s cJl B:ldncls of- .I.-\clions were to be 
meafur'd by Men's Opinions, then Duty and Sin 
wou)li be u'1~ moil: uncertain 1"hings in the \\r" orId , 
and what is Good or Evil to Day, would be the con
traIj~ To-morrow as any Man~s Opinion alters: But 
filch Contequences are intolerable. ~I\nd therefore 
tho' a Man be convinc' d that filch a Praftice is torbid
den, he may be guilty of Sin, am: damn'd tor it too, 
it- tuch Conviction lead hin1, in othtr Cates, to act 
agcilnft a plain Law of God. 
TIII:~RE are Men amor,g us who are convinc'd 

fIlat the DOCtrines of ChriIt torbid all Sorts ot- \V ar ~ 
i{)r \vhich Reaforl.. they fay, tht:y cannot in Confcience 
join, or ha.ve any Hand in defending their Country 
\vith carnal \\jr capons. N ow in Aniwer to this I 
grant, that if a neceffary Sdf-detence againH: a foreign 
EnenlY be really forbidden by Chril't, then they are 
not to be blam'd : For their refufing to join ifl fuch 
a PraCtice is, in this Cafe, undoubtedly their Duty, 
even tho' their Country fuould be ruin'd without it~ 
But then the Point we ftand upon is this: Th.at what 
the lupream Magiftrate (whom by the La\\"S of God 
they are bound to obey in all Things lawful) requires 
of them, in commanding them to defend their Coun
try, is torbidden by 110 Law ot' ehriil: (as will appear 
1..'1 the following Treatife) And therefore their being 
con,-inc'd that the DoCtrines of Chriftianity forbid a 
neceffary Self-defence againft a &>reign Enemy, will 
not acquit them from the Guil )f difobeying the Ma
~iftratel · who i$ the Ordinance of God. They are 

(xprefif 
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~xprd1 f cornrnanded~ both in the moral Law ~ and 
in the GoJpel, to obey Magiftrates ; and their faJte 
Perfuafion will never juftity their Breach of an ~xpretS 
Command ot'God. So that if God's Law commands 
me to obey the Magi1tf"'1..te in all Things lawful, my 
falje Perfuafion that what the Magiftrate conunands 
me is unla~ful, will not acquit 111e from Sin before 
Goo, it- I do difobey him. To C(IWmt1 this Re3fon
ing, let me afk th~ tollowing ~dhon. 

\\- HEN St. P liltl thought him1e1f bound in Duty 
to perl~cute Chriftians, 'vas his Perlet:ution [miu} or 
no·? Y es furdy, for he calls himfeJf the greateft of 
Sinners for that very Reafon, I 7i~m .. i. 13 .. I 5. And 
theretore a Man's thinking a Thing to be Jawful, 
will not acquit him before God for doing that Thing, 
ifit be again1l God's Law (as Per!~:cutionfor ConJci
ence in religiolls Speculations undoubtedly is.) Nor 
will a Man's thinking a Thing to be unlawful acquit 
him befi}re God for omitting that Thing, ifby fo do
ing he ,,"it)]ate a plcun La~ of God in another Ca1e. 
Again, fuppofea Roman Catholick, who believes 
}Jopery to b<. (lle only true Religion, docs in Obelii
ence to it worfhip In1ages and the Hoft. l"'llis Per
fon would certainly abhor thefc Practices did tIC think 
them to be id()latrous, Dl1t he believes rheIn to be ne
ceffary Duties. And yet I preillo1e this]l". -will charge 
Ron1an Catholicks -yy-ith Iliolarry, tho' tlley diJclaim 
it, and proftfs they do no ll10re th~ their Duty, 
when they give divine \V orfhip to fuch O~leEt.<;. And 
indeed tllty are certaitlly charg~rl rl..ghtly in this; ;C)f 
jfit be really Idolatry by God's V\Tord to (10[0, t!1cn 
it will be Idolatry ill any lVlan to do fo, let his Per
fuafion be wllat it wilt~ For a fvlall's faIf~ Perfuafion 
doth not alter the N atllre of' TIUngs. N ow the Cafe 
i~ alike in the Matter lx,fore us. t"'or Difobrdience to 
the higher Powers is as properly it Sin» as worlhip
ing a Creature isldolatry; anll he is as much a l-ranf-
~~reff()r) Vt'110 thinks it llis Duty to difobey the l\1agi .. 

firatc , 
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ftrate~ as he is an Idolater, who thinks it his Dury to 
worihip a ('reamre. A Man's ~1iftake, accon.irng 
to the gleater or IdTer Culpability of it, will mOTe Ol 

lefs excui~ him before God in both Inftances, but it 
cannot change the Nature either of Difobedieoce or 
IdolatI]y. 

NO \V to apply this to the C~fe under Confidera
tion, That Protc~tl(~n i~ t:ue tr()m tIle l\faglftrare to 
the Sublecr, an{: tilat thr Slll)1C-ct is bounli tt) obey 
the Maglilrate in all his lawful tommantis, is undeni
ably evident, both trom the moral Law and the Go!: 
pel. But that the Go1ix:i forbil~s a neceffary Self-de
fence againft a foreign Enemy, can at rnoft be but 

. probable; the firJ1 is an undeniable Truth qudtioned 
by none; whereas the };lft is but a probable Opinion, 
helieve(1 by few. Here tilen is a Cafe ,,,here there is 
2. pjain Competition between two Duties; tIlt" one is 
Obedience to a doubtfui Pn.x:ept ofChrift, th:: other 
is Obedience to an indifputable La\v of God, ~·iz. 
ProteCtion from the Magiflrate, and Obedienc-e tronl 
tIle Su~lea. 

NOW this C;1Se is eafily determined, for \\~hen a 
Man doubts orlly on one Side (which is tIle Cafe here) 
it is more reafonable (if all other Contiderations be e
qual) to chuf~ that Side \vhich he hath no Doubt ot~ 
But then (which I deJire may be attentively coniider'd) 
if there l1e other Circumftances to overbalance that 
Contideration of Uncertainty (which is phinly the 
Cafe with the V. and his Friends) it will bl: 1110re rea
iO:labJe to chufe that Side wllich I did bctore lloubt ot: 
NCiY, it is my Dtlty 10 to lio. For if" I <.ioubt, I do l1Y 
doubting own that I cannot certainly tell whet:tcr the 
Action be lawful or unlawful; and furely then the 
\Veight of preffing Contldcrations (which in this Cafe 
are not wanting) [llCll as tIle Pre1ervation of my Coun
try from Ruin, Obedience and Su~ieClion to my Su
periors, and the like, ought to turn the Ballance; 
other\'vife I cannot lllf\ver to (jod anti the \Vorld for 

the 
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the Confequences that may en1ue. Thus for Inftance' 
If I hav·e the fole Iegiilative Power of Government in 
my Hands, at a Juncture when the People are threat
ned with a foreign Invafion; I'm oblig'd, by Virtue 
of a former Obligation, notwithftanding Iny Doubt as 
to the Lawfulnets of bearing Arms, to make a legal 
Provifion tor the publick Security. And then as to 
the Cafe of SU~letts, who are under an indifpenfible 
Obligation, both by the moral Law and the .Precepts 
of the Gofpel, to obey Magiftrates in all their lawful 
Conlman<.is, and which Obligation they are fully con
vine'd of too without any Doubt; and fmce (as ! 
faid before) the UnlawfiUnefs of bearing Arms in a 
necdfary Self-defence can never be undeniably prov'd 
from Scripture, and muft t.lterefore be a doubtful 
Cafe ~ Their Duty, in Obedience to their l\lagiftrate's 
Command, is heartily to join in the Defence of the 
Publick, againft alawlefs, foreign Invader, whenever 
there {hall be Occafion for their Affrllance. Becaufe, 
as in all doubtful Cafes, the fafeft Stele is to be chofen ; 
fo 'tis certain~ it is 1ater for them, in this Cafe, to 
obey than difobey. There is a plaill Law of God 
that commands them to obey the Magiftrate in all 
lawfu11~hings; and it' his Command be unlawful, the 
only Hazard they nJn is, of tranfgreffmg forne Pre
cept of' which they were not certain: But in a doubt
ful Cafe, it is very uncertain whether the Law of GOli 
forbid the Thing or no, and if the Command be law
ful, tllen in difobeying they run the Hazard of tranf
greffmg a plain Law which they cannot but know, 
and which is of the greateft Importance to the Pub
lick. 

'-TIS true (as I have obierv'd in the Treatife) St. 
Paul faith, l1e that doubteth is damn'd if he eat, be= 
cauie he eateth not of Faith, for whatfoever is not of 
F'aith is Sin, Rom. xiv. 23. But pray let it be con
lidered, that there is a vaft Difference between tllis 
~af~J and that of mofe I am arguing with. The 

Man 
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Man St. Palll fp~aks ot: was at Liberty to forbear 
eating, and finn~d in chufing to run fuch a needlefs 
H3.zard ot" tranigrr:iTing tlle La\\~ ~~(If gtving no Of:· 
fence ttl weak Bretllf~n.) But wher! the Magi1lrate 
commands the SU~lecl: to atfdt in defending their 
Country, they art" not at Liberty. In the former 
Cafe the Niall might forb~ar \viu'lcut a'ly Dangtf, 
but in tIle latter Caie thcl Q is greater Danger in for
bearing, than in ading, and tht:refore he is bound to 
ill in the latter Caie, ~l10' it ITlight be Sin to att in 
the forIll er. 

A S to my Method of·'~xamiI'.LY)g this Irs Remarks 
on the atordaid Sern10n, I ha,re tills oi\ pology to 
make for myfelf, that I t).ad no other '7"iew in any 
Thing I have there laid, but to vindicate Truth, and 
deteCt En·or. It-1113.,1"e 13.id fome ~fh;ngs that may 
{eern to betray a \\J ant of Temper f()r his abufing his 
Adverfary, 3..nd impofing on the \\T orJd under a fpe
ciousPretence of pleading tor the Truth~ I hope the 
Reader will be recollcil'd, when I affure him, tllat 
it was neither fronl any Prejullice in Favour of the 
Author of the Ser91ol1 (to ,vrlorn I am fa tar a 
Stranger, that to my KtlOwlelige I Ilever exchang'd 
a \Vord with him) nor from any perlonal Pr~judict" 
againft the ]/. or all}· ot'ills Friends. But upon find
ing a Principle, 10 neceffary to the Support of civil 
Society (as a neccifary Selt:'defence againft a foreign 
E~elny is) attack'd by a Heap t)t- Sophifms and 
wretched Argunlents, contriv'd on. Purpofe to con~ 
found and perplex what was not in his Power to con .. 
fine, I thought it my Duty to lay them out in their 
true Colours, tllat the \Vorlll lnay f~e wherein their 
boafted Strength lies. r'or llcnow rnany have bo:tfted 
of this mighty P.::rtormance, as an unanfwerablc 

. Piece. But fure I a:n if it be, it is not upon the Ac· 
count of folid Argument or fOund Reafoning. 

F' 0 R it" e~tl1cr the A ~Jtll0r or his Friends can fhew 
me rtlt half a Dozerl of Arguments in the 'whole Per-

~ ....... <. 
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furmln<'e~ tll~l( \\-ill bear the Tefl ot- S\·llo!rifm (the . ,) , 
l'Ol}c!11tone of right 4l\rguing~ I \\-ill o\\-n all I have 
j:ll~i ag.linfi him tt.) bt~ grt)unlilefs. 

I S 11 0 lJ L D not ha\~~ malle fo free \\"i:!t thi5 I/, 
upon any other Point ofControverty we could pOlfibiy 
ha\-e ilit ll}x>n. But tllis lx ing a Point of'fue i} vail Confc
qu~nce to the \\"hole Chriilian \ \ .. orl(i; the abaJivc ~le
t}lod he has nlade lTic ot in treating ot· it, lannot in 
my Opi!'io!l l'C too j!11artl}~ rcprthen(.ict.i . 

.:\ 1\ D it feenls not unnece1tlr\~ for t~le Good of 
~ 

the Plll"~lick., tllat Ile 1110tllli i>e tol·j 1'0; tflat the next 
l"inie he has a l\1intJ to publiih a \9 ipdicatl)n of this 
Doctrine., he may chute a more teabnable Opportu
nit}r, than when we are alarm'(l ,\~iL't a foreign Inva
fion. I-Iall not this been the Ci!fe, I tio affure him, 
I 1noul(i ha\ye employ'd my Time n1uch better, than 
in an EXaInination ot-l1is \rindication. 

AND as to Ius l;rien.ds, I know many of them to 
be M<.~n of too much goocl Senfe to give into his 
fenielefs Sentiments on this Point. And a) to thofe 
\vho 00, if· they think I have done him an}- \IVY r()!lg'~ 
I cannot hope they 1holl1d 1pare nle. Only I beg 
Leave to gi,re this fnent!Jy Caution to wholnfoe~-er 
Ihall be appointed to alli\ver this Piece (if they 1hall 
tllink it Vlortll all1werin6) tllat they ,voulcj lay afide~ 
tllat Inean Tricl{. ot" cie:lling in general eVlfi\'e _t\n
{wers, anti Ullllg equiv(Jcal '[erms in fuch a Manller 
as t() fl1ake tllcm look t\VO direct contrary vV ays~ 
roger/ler witll ion1e llark out-ot:the-way Expreffions 
in their o\vn Languag~, whicl1 have not 1c~ rnucl1 as 
the f'ace ot- an ArguInent, only that they rnay have 
it to fay, there is an Anfwer to filch a Book. And 
if anyone conccrn'd really for Truth, fhall under
take the Confutation of what I hav"c here :ldvanc'd, 
I fincerely promife him, eithl:l" to recam: my Mi
ft~l(e, upon fair Cr--,it1~on, ()r ufc my beil: Endca
VOllrs t( al:!\Ver 1.is Difficllities. 

1" 1-1 ~: Caufe 111 Dcb3.te betYleen lIS is of ,'cry great 
~onft:qucnce; it concerns tht: whole ChriftiaQ' 

I) World 
\. 
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\y ort! in geocral~ and "his unh2ppy Province in 
pa.~cubr. That any E \;dence in the Pmpofil !)r 
Defence of it, C3Il be flLik.-ient to conquer the Ob
ffinacy and P~ludi('es of a g.eat man\" l:r.ong us.. I 
have not dr V;mity to imagil"~. But tins I tiunk 1 
may juflly dcm~'1d of t\-tI1- RC;ldcr~ th~t Ijnce 
there are great and virit~~\! l·'~ ~fl:)(Y,~$ on one Sije or 

""" 9ther ~ he v;ouIll impaniaJj~· l.'x~r~ine on wjljcn Si ~e 
they li~; an~i upo~ t~!at I ~;Ii ,- ~ntllr~ the C~tl.!te in 
any Readers .Tll(ignlellt~ ~"hu ",;lil but l~y· afi,lc all 
Prclu\1ice an~i P~rtialit,.·~ anti come ,,,-itn cl fif!Ccre 
Rd"aiution to embrace what, upon th~ grcat~ft E
vidence appears to be (he Tnlth : .And as for him 
that \\"illiiot t!o that, I care not nluch eiu~tr what ae 
fa}:s or thinks. 

AS to the GoodnefS of the Performa.'lce, I can 1ay 
but little in its Fa\cPour. Bi~t if'I have not Jucceed
ed in it according to nly \\-iihe~ ! may l~~ad tllat 
it was drawn up under a bad State of He~lrh,~ ami~lft 
a ,:--ariety of Int~rruptions, anti a F a!nine both of 
Men and Books. 1'his \\'ill in f<'me Sort excwe '.:l~e 
Alithor~ thot it may detrac1 from the Perfo~az1ce . 

.. ISH A I ·L make no other Apology for becoming 
at, Author, than that it was partly to gratify the Im
portunity of my Friend~ and partly to fatisfy every 
Man who has any fincere Affection for his Country, 
that it is not Qllly Ja\vt~l for hin1, but laudable and 
glqrious t9 exert hiI11ielf in its Defence, whenever he 
has a la\\Tful Call thereto. 

As to wh~tever Cenfures the Criticks maY:t>m 
upon my I.ierformance, this {hall give me no Manner 
of Concern; bccaufe as Vermin are let1 by Inftina 
to the bell: Fruits, fo (faith a learned \V riter ) thefe 
Kind of Infea:~ [,varm about the beft Vy· riters; fo 
that fhould they vouchfafe to alk,w me a l'lace a
mong thefe, they would do me an Honour, which I 
.have not the Vanity to think I deterve. 

I H J.~ V E no more to add, but' that V. £lands 
for Vindicator.' . A 
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S the befr Things. ru~ moll: apt to ~ 
allured: fu the .l\bufe of them generally 
produces v~"'Y ill Confequences. There 
is no Principle fo goLxl, nor PrclCtice f(j 

5enc6ciaJ~ but what may be perVerted to an ill Ufe. 
by the. \Vickednefs or Folly of Men. And. this I 
take to be the Cafe with relation to the Point now to 
be debated. _ 

FOR tho' S~lf-prefervation re a noble PrincipleJi~ 
ingrafted in our Nature by the all~wife Author of our 
Being, for the Security of our Liv~ and the Prefer
valian of the Species; yet wicked ~1endooften abuie 
it to very ill Purpo{{~. 'TV h.~ever their Prejudices, 
Paffions, or Intere1t, prompt them to fau foul on 
their innocent Neighbours, they always pretend that 
it is, fomehow or other, in Confequence of the great 
Law of Self-prefervation. 

HEN C E it comes to pafs, that one of the nobleft,; 
and moft uteful Principles in Nature, and fo necef
fary for the Good of the whole A,1imal Creation. 
that the W Qrld could not fubflft without it, is per-

B2. Terteti 
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4 -1 TRE~T~SE on 
be left in Mens Power ftill to do it. And in this 
Senfe of the \V ord., I maintain Defenfive War, urr ... 
der the GofpeI, ·to be lawful. · For which Purpofe, 
it will be neceifary to prove, in the firft Place, that 
fuch a \Var as I now plead for, was confonant or 
agreeable to the Law ot N aturr , and not repugnant 
to any exprefs Law of God under the old T eftament. 
By the Law of Nature, ·1 nlean the DiCtate of right 
Reafon, fuewing the moral Good or Evil of any , 
Action, by the R~pugnancy or Congruity it hath to I 
rationalNature itfelt-; and confequently lIlat fuch an 
Action is agreeable or dilagreeable to the \\-ill 01-
God, . who is the very A uthor of Nature •. . 
~ T,RE. State -of" Pte Cafe, therefore, is plainly this , 
A D~mv:e War, llndertaken by la\vtul Authority, 
with no' other View but to detentl tIle innocent Live~ 
and Libenies of the whole Comluunirv, when this 

." 

nnnot be done by any other Means, \\'"as ever con-
fonant to the Law of. Nature, and repllgnant to no 
pofitive ·Law of God, u.."1der the Old. T eftament 1 

~d therefore i~ cannot be unlawful under tl1e New, 
unlefs an. exprefs pofitive Law af Chrift C39 .. be pro7 
cuc'd, .prohibiting all Sorts of War under the Gof. 
pel. .And if it be prov'd, that fych a \Var is not 
unlawful, it will be enough for my 11url)()fe; for it' 
it be not unlawful, it will be no Violation of any 
Law, and confequently can be no Sin. : 

I SHALL now proceed to prove in the firft Place)o 
That Defenfive Vi elf was confonant, or agreeable, tQ 
the Law of Nature, · and nQt repugnant to any ex ... 
prefs Law of God under the md Teftament: And 
this I !hall do, by Arg\lments drawn, botll fron') 
Reafon and Revelation. · \Vnence it will evidently 
follow, as a Refolution of the ~eftion, that it i~ 
lawful, in fome Cafes, for Chriftians to make W ar 
1JDder the Gofpel; becaufe what was once lawful, 
by Virtue of the Law of N ature~ mufi: forever be fo 

(the 
~ See Preface, Page 5-
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(~e Grounds and Reafons continuing the fame) un~ 
~Cfs made otherwife ~)y a pofitive Law of God. . 

AND, Firjl, 'fhat De!enfive War was confonmt 
~o the Law of Nature, and not repugnant to any ex
prefs Law pf God~ under the OJ'.l Teftamtnt, will 
appear from the folIoVting Arguments ; 

I. THER E are rome Things to which every Man 
(at leaft Ixforc the Caf.: is alter~d by voltmtary Com .. 
paCt) l.as l:;ch a r..:tt:ial and' immediate Rd:ltion, 
that he only t of ail 1,;Iankind, can juftIy {.cill thenl 
his; filch as his Lit(~, hlS Limbs, his Liberty, &c. 
Hence it follo~'s, t!~"t no other Man ca.n have a 
Right to begin an Attempt upon this Man's Life, 
or in any Manner to difturb his Happinefs~ becaufe 
he is ftlppos'd to be in a StCi.te inrirdy independent, 
and that other tQ have no Right of Dominion over 
hUll. ' ',' ',. '. • 

BUT, Stcont1Jv, Tho' no Man can have a Right . . 
to begin to hurt anotller, yet evt:.ry l\-fan has a 
Right to defend himfelf, and his, again1! Vioience, 
when offered (always tuppofing the Cafe not t~ be 
altc'red by volum.uy CompaCt) for I do not fay that 
~ I\-!an \vho is become a Member of S~iety, '-has, in 
all ('ales, a kig11t to deftnd himfelf againft even 
Ia\vle1s V lO;~I:.cC, for Reafons that are obvious almoft 
tq evtry Body'; and tar lefs to defe~d hinlf~if a
gainft .!a \vtul \:"iolence, "\Vhell he h~ incurred it, by 
violating the Laws of the Community to which he 
belongs. I fay then (excepting this Cafe) every 
Man, and confequcntly every independent Society 
IJf l\Ien, have a Right to defend themfdves, and 
what is ~heirs, again1t lawhL Violence~ N ow who
ever denies a Man (tlluS circuI11ftanc'd) tl1is Privi·· 
lege, afferts, COJl~rary to Truth, either that he hath 
not the Faculties and Powers wllich he has, or tllat 
his Maker has given them to him in vain ; for to what 
End has he them, if he may not ufl! them? And how 
~ay he uft" thern, if not for his own Prefervation:. 

B ~4 • r •• •• \\,hell 

- • 
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when he is attack'd, and in Danger of being d~
ftroy'd ? At this Rate, what becomes of the univer
fal invariable .Principle of Sdf-pn:fervarion, implant
ed by the .t~utl1or of t\ aturc in the \\:hole A nln1al 
Creation, wh:ch 1"t-rves for no Purpofe that we know 
ot~ but to prderve Individuals, by prompting them 
to provilie for, alld llct~·nd thenl1elves ? 

crhird(~', To den}r l\1en a Rigllt to defelld tllem
felves againft 'Tiolence and Ruin, Inuit be ulc()nfiftcllt 
wit;} tIle Laws ot-11uman Nature, becatlfe jllc()n!ilt,*~nt 
Vilth [Ile general Good of lVlaIlkind; tor ,ll11ate\·cr is 
inconfiilcnt 'with the general .Peace and \\-df.lrc of 
Maflkind, is inconfIfrent '\\-tth the La\\~s of 1111111an 

1\ att1re, an(l therefore wrnng. 
Fcurth(r, IF a lVian has no Right to defend hjrn

felf, he can have no Right to any Thing; but 'tis 
allowell on all Hanlis, that· every ~Ian has fuch a 
natural Rigllt to his Life, hi~ Lill1bs, IllS l,ibert)y, 
&c. that he only, t)f all Mankinll,canjl.lfuy· call tl1~m 
his: If therefore a IvIan has a Right, he may juftly 
tnaintain that Right. It ilnplics a g:-cat "Abfllrdity 
tl1en, to l1cny a l\lan a Right to (ittend him1t:lf' a
gainft lawlefs 'Tiolence; becallie it is ia}·ing, Cl)11tra

ry to what is grarlted by all, that the Aggre1for has 
a J<'ight to affalllt the other, and ufurp what is his. 
And n10re than that, to begin t11e Violence, being in 
Nature more than to repel it, he who begins, is the 
true Caufc of all that follows, and whatever falls upon 
him by the Oppofition made from the defending 
l'arty, is bllt the EfteCt of" Ius own ACt, or it is that 
,Tioltnce of" Wl1icll he is tIle Author, retleEted back 
upon lijnl1~ If. If" tllen lIe who begins to violate the 
LIte and l-lappinds of another, evidently ~locs what 
is v., rong, l1e who ende~v()urs to put a Stop to that 
Yi()ler.cc, does in that RcipcCt what is right by the 
-1 'rrIllS. 

fiJih{\', IF every Man, before all volunta.ry Com
pact, has fuch a Right to his Life, his Limbs, his 

Liberty 
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Liberty, & c. that he only of all Mankind can jufHy 
call them his; he certainly aCts agreeable to Right in 
ufing them as his; but that Man who oppofes him 
in this, and coniequently Jays a claim to that which 
is not his, aCts contr.rry to Right. 

Is fine: As every Man is oblig'd to confult his 
own Happinds, there can be no Doubt, but that he 
not only may, but even ought to defend it; becaufe.. 
as I am oblig'd to purfiJe Happinefs, I'm oblig'd, at 
tIle tame time, to recelie as ,far as I can from its 
Contrary. 

I OWN in fo doing, I ought not to act rafhly, or 
do more than the End propos'd requires; I ought 
to uj~ all prudent Methods to flop the Violence; 
but \vhen all other Meafures prove ineffeCtual, or 
impracbcable., I muft take fuch other as I can, and 
oppofe Force to Force; · otherwife T will fail in my 
Duty to myfdt: and deny lIapPulefs to be what . .. .. 
Jt IS. ' 

N ow to apply tllis Reafoning to Societies, letit be 
obferv'd, that the Condition of an incorporated na
tional Society or Kingdom, feems to be much tIle 
fame with a fingle Perion, as confider'd exiftirig 
where tl1ere is no Benefit of" Law to be had; and 
what one M'an may jUiHy do to another in that Po
fition, may be done by one N arion or politick Body, 
with Re1peCf to another. If one Man therefore may 
in fuch a llofition have a Right to dtfend himfelf, 
which that he hath, ;s evident from the Nature and 
Reafon of Things; then a Numrer of Men muft 
have an equal Right at leaft, . if not a greater; for 
there is more Reafon that a Number of illnocent Men 
1hould be faved, than only one of that N umber, and 
therefore that a Number,1hould defend themfel~, 
than that one fhould. And if this may be done by 
every fingle Perfon in a State of N atu rc: , before the 
Cafe is alter'd by voluntary CompaCt, it may be 
done by them- in a facial State, when confederated 

, . .. , 
among 
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among themfdves; becaufe with refpeCt to oth~ 
· Nations they are ftill in that State, Co far as they hav~ 
not limited themfelves by Leagues and Alliances. 

, UPON the whole therefore, mutual Defence being 
one gteal End of civil Society, if not the great~ 
-it muft in a particular and eminent Manner, invoive 
in it Defence agair.ft foreign Enemies: And there
fore, G\S I faid before, whoever from a Principle of 
-Generoiicy and Lo~,..eto his Country, arld not in l~ur
fuance: ~t)t" private Views, -fignali~es himfelf in its 
~Defence- when there is Occafion for it, does what is 
agreeable' to the eternal Law of Truth and Right, 
and juftly tldervt".s the grateful AcknowledgmentS i 
cf every good SifbjeEt, and Lover of his King and 
<:olintry. ~- -,- ~ -

". Now" thefe Truths, as they are built upon the in~ 
difputable Principles of right Reafon, and in a Man
per felf-evident, will,' I think, readil}T be grctJlted by 
'all Men of found J udgment, wi~out any farther Do 
-lufuation.· -
,- I SHALL proceed therefore in the 

2d. PLACE; to prove from ReVelation~ that Defen
live -War was confonant to the Law of" Nature under . - -

-tIle Old:Teft~nlent, whence it will appear at the fame 
:rime, that it was not repugnant to Cl!1y pofitive Law 
pf God under that Djfilenfation." :. " 
( N ow that W ~r commenc'd upon juft Grounds, 
was confonant to the Law of Nature; and not repug
nant to thereveal'.iWill of God under the Olti:Tefta
ment, will appeal' from the following Inftances~ . " 

WE find, Gm. xiv. that the-Ahnighty,by his high 
Prieft Mtkbiftdtcj~, did approve of a War made by 
his Servant Abrablllll upon the four Kings; who in 
plundering SOM, had taken ut "and his Family 
Capt iYes , who was Abraham's Brother's Son, and 
as it "ren~, a Part of his own Family. The Text 
fays, MekhiftdtcA~ blelfed Abraham, and (aid, B/ejfoJ 
;e Abr~,!, of I~~ ~ft biZ" G~J PofftJforoj Hea;~ 

I 
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_ul E4Ttb ~ v. 20 • .A1ld I1kJlid lit the 1IIfJjl hili GM. 
'Who ha:b tlelivtr' J Ibi1lt Emmits i"lo lhi", Htmtl. 
Nf~W nere ~ac; a'" ar made by this eminent Servant 
of God, without any fpecial Commiffion from the 
Ahnighty for it ; but he was excited thereto by the 
meer Law ~fN ature; prelhrning upon that Principle 
.of Nature, that tc refift, andrecompente lawlefs In
juries, was not difpleafmg to the God of Nature. 
IYhofo fheddttb MtJ"'! Blood, b] MI»I /hall his B18f1d 
;ejbed, feems to have been-deeply engraVeD in Mens
Hearts from the Beginning; which made Qu-;;, alief 
the Murder of his Brother, ~ out, E'Utry one tbal 
jndttb - /hall.flay ~.' .. : , . ~ . 

I As to the \V ~ made by the Ifrlltlitts upon the 
Seven Nations, I 1hall wholly omit any ConfideratiQt) 
of it here; as having no Rdation to this Argument: 

I 

In this Cafe they were not excited by the Law of N a;.. 
ture, but aCted by yirtue of an exprefs Comn~and of 
God. Thi5 ACtion therefore comes intireJy within 
the Verge of the judicial Law, . .which being long 
fmce ~ir' d, is th~refore quite out of this ~ftion~ 
Thofe Actions therefore that were lawful for the Jews, 
may not be drawn into Example by us Chriftians, be
caufe the Reafon of'them ceas'd when their Law ex
pir'd.: ,] fay there were many Things lawful for the 
Jews as a Body Politick, under a Theocratical Go
verrunent, which cannot be lawfully praCtifed under 
the Gofpel, " lx>caufe the Reafon of thofe Things do 
not -defcend to Clrriftians. ~ ... )]ut all thofe PraCtices 
~mong . the J ¢ws, which are founded upon common 
Equity, of which N umber was that of Detenfive War, 
may lawfully be praffis'd byC.lriftians, not by Virtue 
of their having been prad:i1ed by them, hut by Virtue 
of common Principles of Equity founded in the Law 
of Nature, and difcoverable by our ratiorlal Faculties, 
· BUT fuch a W ar as was carried on by good Men, 
without any exprefs Command of God, and yet 
W,-, manifeftly approv'd of by ~e.A1mighnr, muft 

have 
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have been undertaken upon filCh Principles, as were 
not repugnant to his Nature, dfe he would never 
have approv'd of it; and what could thofe be but 
tht !lrinciples of the Law of Nature, which were 
writtt~l in their Hearts; fine ~ they had no Syftl~:n 
of moral Prattice at that Time by Rcvelari()Il ? 

2. I N the 17th of· E~'(odMS, we find~ t1lat a v..~ 'J.l 

\vas culnmenc'd by tIle !j,-otlites under the Conl
nland of jV!()jeS antI J01/;UO, againft the ..//1r&kiltS, 
who tlad op}-'Ofed then1 in t)lcir l~affage t(Jw~rds the 
promis~d Lmd ; which, tho' it was not command
ed to be done, yet being done, 112.(1 thf {iivine A p
prob:!tiotl~ ':'. l~. which certainly \\T'}lJlti n(\t have 
L'Cen, ~1 it had been reptlgn~-nt to the La\v of:~ J.t!Jre-. 

,~. 1\ N L; Deu!. xx. \ve find Go~i l!ilnt;:~f prefcri
billg certain gentra1 l{ules, or fianding Ordinances, 
how his o\vn 11col)le ~hOll!ti n1ake '\-'l ~r; which is a 
fufficitnt '[rftimollY Ulat \Var nliglic 10metimes be 
juft, tho~ Mt'n have no fp~cial Commiffion fronl 
God to rilake tllis or tilat vVar. 

FOR there l'·lG{ef makc~ a manif~:)ft Diffi·rcnce t>e- a 
tween tIle Cafe ot- tIle Seven N arions, and the Cafe 1 
of other People, as appears from the loth and 15th 
\r cries· F{)fotllcr l.Jeop]e tllCY mightreceiveto}.\dercy, 
but they were to cut otT tIle ieven Nations utterly. 

No\v wlJat I WOllld ()bierve trOIn hence, is this~ 
That feeing the Almighty did not prefcribe for what 
particlliar Caufes they might make a juft W ar, flOW 
t:ould the lfraelites judge of thofe Caufes, or difco
ver when the Grounds of fuch a W ar were juft, but 
I)y the LaW of Nature? Of this N aturc, was that 
of Jephthah with the Amm01tites ; :~Jd that of King 
Da'7)id, for I the _Abufc done to his Ambaffadors ; 
and, as fome think, that of SampJon againft the 
PhilifJines. Alld forasmuch as thofc \Vars, Wllich 
they carried on without any fpecial Commaa'1d, ~ 
to the Objects and Circumftances of them, were ap·'-
proved ~y ~od) they ~crtainly we~c. agreeable to the 

. Law 
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Law of Nature ; becauk he can approve of nothing 
acne by his Creatures, that is not agreeable (~ither 
to that, or to his exprt is Command. 

, .ADD to tJus the \lni\~l~rf~ll Content of all Nations. 
, And it is, at Jean, higllly probabie, that what all 
, Nations in the \\1orl<.i Ilnanilnoufiy agree in., is a 
, DiCtate of tIle La\\r of K aUlrc: F l)r it- tile l:ffe<.rtt 
, be univcrfJI, tIle: C aufe nll:tl be 1'0 too. Bllt of 
, fo ulliverfal a I)erlllafion as tIle l.:l,vtulnefs of De
~ ft'nfive \Var, no other probJb!e Caufe can be af
, fign' d, than tll~it it is a DiC1at~ of' tllat 
, Law, that is as uni\t"enal as Nature itk-If. Renee 
.: we commonly fay, and I think ~?l[h a great 
, deal ot' Reafi)n, thlt wllatfotver all N atl{)ns do 
'grant, mtlft ne~:t.is be the \! oice of Nature. 
, \Vhat appears (lIe f~1ne to all l\t1en~ muft unJollbt
, edly be tflle.' j\nd tho' tl1Lre lnay be a fe,,· that 
ditbclieve the Juftite of Dd~'nfive \Vaf, yet that 
coth not invali...1ate the Force of this Argument; 
forasmllch as there is no general Rule without Ex
ceptions. When I fay, l"Jlat mlltt be a Ditta.te oi
Nature, that is acknowlt"i..~gcd by all ; I meln, aU 
wIlo have iound Judgments: But if it appear othcr
wife to Men Gf difttmpcr\i and prrvcrie l\1inds, 
who have been corrupted thro' an evil EdlKJ.tion~ 
imparted to thr;n by ~Ien of vifionary, enthufia.ibck 
Tempers, it c!oth not in the leaft weaken the Au
thority of the Law of Nature, no more than it wilJ 
pro~{e H one}Y' nor [0 be [\veet, b~~Catlj~ a lliltc!111)er'd. 
Palate cannot perceive it. From all which, I hope, 
it evid{~nt1y ap~)ears, to Men of found and unpn:iu
die' d ~~~inds, tl1~lt Def~nf1 vc \\! ar \\·as la,~ful under 
the Old Teftamepr nifpcnfation. \\r e lee it was 
cOlnmenc'd anti carrl~l! on b}" gooci rv1en, 'Vlt!1oUt 

~r1y expref~ ( .. on1111anJ of Go. ~ allth()rizlng thel11 ; 

and therd"vrc tht:y mufl: have been prompted tJ it 
by the Law of Nature, aC\ they had no Syitem of 
moral Duties by Rcvchition; and the Pracbce muft 

ll;!\re 
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ha~ be!n agJ tcailk th<f~ od~(1.1k -~obry 
God, who cannot but flak CVt1 Y Thing thu ~ con
tnry to hIS ",.~ would ~Vd" fg~ ~ his 6\.P
pob.ttion of it. 

HAVISC dliCl~ t."nrlc:nilNy prov'd~ that Ikfm
Jive \\:" ar was J~-fuI W"'tl.~ t~ OIJ T dbment, it 
~vid~tJy follows, ~~ a RdOlution of-~ ~~ to 
~ difCufS'd, that it is Ja.-fuJ t~\f Chriftians in b~ 
Caf~ to r!uke ,\ .. ~ und~ fk Xc~t~ lxclul~ what 
was O~ .",-fuj by ,-~ Qt- the Law of' X anft~ 
mutl for ~Vt'r be fo . t..'le GI\):n:-15 ~~J Rt2!Ons conti
nuing itt: ja.T~} ur.I~JS ma~!~ tlfhcrwd~~ b}- a, pofitive 
Law of Gut It bt-ing the ~ 2~'T:' )f Laws. to bound 
up M~'s Rights, what is rot t':'C.)ft.'fir furbiJdm in 
the CtOfpd. 'Which W3S .i5-wrr,'t.-bk to t~ 'Yill of God 
undcr t~ Law, _ b) 'tirtli~ ot~ L~e Law of X~, 
~ha: muft be Ia'\\-fuj for Chrifb;ms to pr.tdi!~ ftill ·:tbe 
(JJOtDlds and R~afons ot- ii!Ch 3. Pr-~:~ continuing 
the t~.) My ~Ior.i::g is ~I~i,; J)\.(·nfive "·ar being 
~ffary undt'f the 0111 T d}-L-n~~t tOr ~ Pm~-~ 
tion of civil Socitty., wa.~ bwfi:H~· r.r.1dis\~ by gt~-i 
~ier., but Ddmfi~ "-ar ~h,g ~ ~,",-~,ra."t- unJ~ 

'" .. 
t!rGof~J fOr-the )ik~ I\J!pofl" .. m.iy ~ i.l~-funy pr.K"-
tis' d no.·" as well as thtll; !h,}~~ls it c-.m ~ nladc ap
pear that t~ .. -\ uthor of the Goipd has ma~ ... 
~~~JS pojitive Law againft aii \,-ar .. harlOt\"~r .. 

AND heR I might retl ~ C;luJe, .-ithout givh~ 
myfdf any fimber Trouble; btctuk as myOppo
nmlS, :ft~ will fupport tl1m .Argummt .. muft 
hold the Af1innari~~ riz. That ~ is foc.h a Law 
in ~ N ~w T efbm~nt (.hich I elmy) 'tis inrlitpm
iibly incumbent upon then to prove it_ For by the 
ftriaeft Laws of R~oning~ he that maintains the 
Negative of a ~dliOli, may pofift to &ny tt.~ 
Affinn~~ 'till fuch l"lOles as the.AJlinmnt ftlall 
prove what he aftiJl1ls. 

WHOEVER th~fore {hall affirm~ that Chrift bath 
by anexpraS Law forbidden aU Ddmfiyt \Var unt.ltt 

t~~ 
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!hr- Nr'W" T ~ ought by ~ M~ ~ JlIOYe 
.; ~t ~_ irg a M~r off~.h ,.aft Imronm~tc humm 
~ tv r-.t~ \\ ay ~ ~-" if ~ ham oot. how will 
~1 i."lIw-cr fur it who aCt ~ if he had? And if 
hr Iw, how .;0 :~y anfwtt ior it who aa ~ ifhe 
b~ fk)(: To~ ii .. -6 a T~ tha~ with.")\..~ 
Proof, md in C ~~ tkrul'. to aa as if!t 
.. ~~ llro,--J~ cnt:.ainiy ma~ afntt~ Rqnhm600. 
For it thc:-r be- tla.-:.'l a uw in ~ N~ Ttlbmo,~ 
it m\i!l be ~l.il ca..,- ~t.atl'!:r for- thc::' Mm to podUl.~ 
:r~ ·.rhidl if l~ t..~ 2nd OlD prov~ that our Savi
our iJk~Ik:~ it as =ia~ I L\..~tt ~Ytiy ttue Chriftian 
is boond to thank dlClll b ~ DitCo'ftl)·,aa~ nc:ver 
to ~ :n AmlS my matt. But if ~J hiI in ~ 
as I-m cuntiknt ttq- ri!~ tIq-~ bound in Duty ~ 
not orJv to rlno"-krl~~ thnr Fault, in cond~-. ~ 

rSng ~I~ tOr a Pt:l(btt iO ~ for ~ Prota:-
rioc of cil-ii SocX~ Y!-hcn ~y can ~ DO Law 
tiq rr;mtgim tha-dty~ bat to lay afide their 
~ .~~uda.""tS thunJ(lt~ that to ,,'tty mar 
be .ok to mf.~ 0: '! of ~ grntdl Ends for which 
tbty mttt~ into Socic:!)-, riz.. Mutual Ddmc~ a
plt ~iuries. 

I no t.h~~~ in tt-~ Xame and OIl tile Malf of * wh~ Cbritbn \'-orId, who ~ in the Pr.c1itt 
of Sdf~ agairJl lawldS VJOIma, all upon 
them to podoce my ~ or PaiTlGCS in the 
New T dbmmt2 which will amount to a uw pro-
hiWing Ddmme 'Vat in all Cas without Excepti
On.. I by, which will amount to a Law (fur any 
Thingtbatcomcsfhort of ~ ,rJl not kr we the T mn) 
bttzuk, as I han aJn:.ty prov" d~ fame Wan having 
bttn bwful undtt the Old Tdbmett by Virtue of 
d-~ Law of Nature, and ~ diYinc: Approbation, 
_hi.~ can mak~ all \'1 ar uniawfu! undo- the Gof-

~ 

pel, but an aprdS Law matttd by the Author of 
~ Gofpel pr-JUlXti:tg it; for an aprdS pofitive 
~ • I obkt v«). -OOV~ is DOt nccdfuy to 

make 
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make a Thing lawful under the GofpeJ, which was 
always agreeable to the Dic1ates of the Law of N a· 
ture; it is fuincicnt for that, if" tIlt:re be no La,v mad~ 
againft it. 

BUT that I may not be thought to evatle the 
Force of' what they ha,re to offer from the New 
T eftament, in Oppofition to what I have advanc t df 

I will condefcend to cx:unine two or three of' the 
principal Texts, upon which they lay the grl'ate1l: 
StreJs for Proof of the Ltnbwfulrds of bearing 
Arms. The Firft is \\·ritten ill the 33d \Yerlc ot- the 
5th Chapt~r of St. A{a!tbc'::J; the \\ ords are thefe; 
.Bitt I .ldy unto )'OU, that )·e r~/ijl1;{lt E'7:i/. The Se
cond is in the 4+th Yer'e of [he fame Chapter, in 
thefe "'vVords ; But I firy t!Jllo )'()U, LV1:e yeur Ene .. 
mies, &c. 

Now granting that thefe " ... ords will amOlJnt to 
an evangelical Precept or Law, prohibirlng 10me 
Things, wllich tIle :7t~t)s, cllfO' the corrupt Glolfes 
or- the Scribes and .Phariiees, lo~k'd upon as inclit: 
ft:rent AEtions, tho' rC~l~ly c()ntrary to the Law of 
Nature; iucI1 as I{C\Tel1ge~ lmpaticnce ll11l1er .... \t: 
flictions, fl:tllrning IJ~lllrjl's, ~lIl(! tIle like; which, l'1 
certain Circun1ttances, 11ave eVer bct:n, and e\'er 
\\Till be E~vil: Y et \\~e (311 finti no Colour ot- Reafon 
to allow, that rIley amOullt to a Precept or Ija\v 
l)rohibiting ChriCtian States to dd~nd themtClvts a
gainft tile la~"ltis \Yiolellce of a foreign .Enemy ; or 
that the great evangelical Lawgiver had any In
tention they f110l11~j,. tor tilefe ReaioJlS :----

I. BECAUSE ill (ielivcring tllefe VVTor(is, he doth 
not adllrcfs his Difcourfc to the I\'Iagiftrate, who a
lone hath a Right to <.ieclare \\I ar, but to the Per
fon injured. A lVlan may without any Breach of 
the Law of- Nature, for 10nle \"ajtlable Ends, renlic 
fomewhat of his ()wn private kigilt; but the Ma .. 
giftrate who fuitams a plll11icI~ Cllaracter, and is in-
trufted with the Care of a whole Community,_ can-

nor 
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~ gh·e up the Rights of his Subjects, \\ithout a 
manitt:li 'Yjolati()n oftl1is 14a~~. 

2. \\THr:RE the l.aw ofNat~rf~ doth det!'!1lline a
ny Thing by '~·ay of Duty, ;~ ftowi~g trom the 
Principles of' it, \vhicll Vt'e tai:e [0 be the Cafe with 
rcl~ion to Sdf·defence ag:linft a fOI~'ign Enemy, 
there no pofitivr L~w c~n be fuppos'd It) take off 
the Obligation of it. For the l'hings co:emanded 
~y the Law of l\ attIre ~ing .lull: and righteous m 
themfdvcs, there c:!n be n~ o'JEga!ory Law m3.d~ a
gainft fuch Things. A l'v1an may be a..~ wclll)()und 
not to be a l\,ian, as nl)t to act accordir.g to Princi
pl~s of Reafon. For the Law of Nature is not~ling 
b'Jt the DiCl.lte of rie:ht Rea10n, diicoyering the 
Good or Evil of pa;[jcular Attion:., from their 
Conformity or Repugnancy to the Nature and Rea
fon of Things. \V hatev~r pofitive Law is then 
made direCtly infringing and Yiolating natural Princi
ples, is thereby of no Force at all; and that which 
~ath no OblIgation in itfdt~ cannot diffolve a former 
Obligation·. '. 

'1'IS a Di~~ate of tIle Law of Natt.1re ih:tt Men 
~Otild enter into Society .by mutual Compacls, in 
~rder the better to .. pn:fervc themfdves in their natu
ral Right5 and Privileges by fuch ~1eans as are pro
pri for tllat End. .' 

N 0 \V the gre~te1l: Rights of Men· are fuch as flo~ 
from Nature itfelf; and therefore, as no Law binds 
~ainft the Reafon of it, fo neither can it againft 
the cOlnn1cHl End of La\vs. ·l~lleIetore, if a pofi-:
tive Law filOultl be nlade, that r~fen fhould not 
proteCt and defend themfdves agailift lawlefs Vio":' 
Ience, it cannot bind, being againft the main End of 
Laws, \V hich is, that every civil Society be proteded 
and preferved; which, in many Cafes, cannot be 
done, without doing what Nature requires; and 

C that 

~ Sec Pref,1ce. 
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that is to dcf~fatl tllt:rr.::l;·{'s tronl U~jtlft \:io
ll"nee. 

i\ x D t!1cref{)re \\-C cur.tltll:~, tn;J.t Sc!f-(lcfcnc~ a-
g:linil bwkfs Yio!ence, b\.·i!lg a Ditrate ofthc Law of 
Nature, no pofiri,te La\v C~~l! be Inade to llifannul 
Ol:r Obligation to ir" 2J1~1 cUJ;1:-quently tllat Ollr Sa
,·iour (lid not inte~d b)· [:l~i: l>rccepts to prohibit it 
iiI all C~dcs. 

3. \YH.'\ TSOEVER bin .. !s Chrifiians as an univcr
f.ll, ftandlng Law, mull b~ clearly revealed as fuch, 
aJld lai~l down in SClir~tl:rc i!1 filch e,~i(lent Tt:rnls, 
.1S all \vho h::.vc UIe:r Sl n~~·s ex~rcit~~ll tht:rcin, nlay 
(~i!cern it to ha,·c been t~le \\!iiI of Chrifi tll~lt ir 
1hould perpetually obEg~ all Chriili:ms. And this 
is nece1Thry n10rc ('jpeci~lli· in efl:~bli!11ing a 11t\V 

La\~l, ill order to prohicit a Pr2.crice ,\~hich l1ad been 
la,vful before. If theref{)r~ Ollr Sa\riOllr ha:.i intcn(!
~d the1e \Vorl!s as a fta!lt1:ng, univerfa} La\\'", bin<.1ir.g 
all Chriftians in no Cafe to t~lke .:.~rllls in their o~"n 
I)tfence againfl: ]a'.\rl~·i5 ,T1o!cnce, llC v.-oul,j llfa

doubte(llv ha,·e decl~r~ <.t l1imfclf in filch l~iftinL1 
l'ums, ·and in rueh 3. plain Dref~ of \ V ortIs, ~ 
fuould have lx:en liable to no ivli1~lPl)rehenfion ; it 
being lnghly neceffary ill filch a Calc, where th~ 
lVl,ltter of the Law ,\~as fo weighty, alld fo new. . 

'rIlE Je"..1JS, as ,veIl as all other N atiOJ1S, had be~n 
bred in the full Conviction of the La\vfi.llnefs of Self: 
defence againH: unjufr Violence, it having been prattifed 
all along trom the Beginning of the ,\~ orId to that 
Time. If our Sa\;our tl1crefore !lad intended by an 
exprefs pofitive Law to prohibit it under the Gotpe1, 
he would undoubtedly have exprefs'd himfelf in fo 
plain and intelligible a l\1anner, as every Man of 
found Judgment lTIight have readily underftood: 
As, Let ito Alan /ro1n hCl1cefortb take up ~1rms :0 Je. 
lent! hiilzjelf in any Cafe Wbtltfotver ; or in Words ~ 
eafy to be underftood. This I fay was abfolutely 
~ecdrary in publithing a new Law of fuch mighty 

. . - "- - - Con-
,. 
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Confcquence; cipt~cillly when we confider that the 
'\T ortis were a(ldrt:1s'd tv the I~JJS, who could not 
conceive nor imagine but that they were obliged by 
the judicial Law of .J.llajts., 10 long as their Common-
'\' ealth fhould ftand. . 

BUT this I apprehend to be very far from the Cafe 
with the \V ords in ~eftion : For in order, 
with :!ny Colour of Reafon, to make them amount 
to a Law prohibiting Self-defence in all Cafes, they 
rnuft neceffarily be ullderftood wittlOUt any Reftritti
on or L~nlitation; but if" they mtlft be uIlderltood 
~itllolJt any RcfhiClion or Limitation, they ,vill 
pro'v·e more than my Opponents ,vant them to 
pro\·e, ~~iz. Tl1at \Ve mutt refift neither .moral nor 
nanlral E\til. At this Rate, it wiii be unIa,vful to 
reCrlt a Robber or Cut-l~hro:lt; it ~Jl be unlawful 
for t!le moil: ,rirtuous Matron to refut a Ravifher ; 
tor a }'ather to refift tIle Violence of an llnllanlraJ. 
Child; or tor a Maltei to refi..'l: the violent Infults 
of undutif~.d SeIyants: Nay, it will be unlawful to 
rdift even the Devil and the ftrongeft Temptations 
to S!n, contrary to tile whole TenOi of the Gafpel, 
~t vli!l likewife be lJnJa\vful to rcflft natural E ,,~jl, 
fuch as a raging Contlagration, an overflowing In
undation, a l11ad Dog, or allY wild Beaft, that is rea
dy to devour us. By Virtue of this Precept, if ta
ken in an unlimited Senie, it will be unlawful for 
t)le Magiftrate to punifh Malefa.:tors with _Death~ 
and to put a Stop to other Enonnities committed 
by his evil Subjects againft the publick Peace of the 
Community ; and fo by this Means h~ will bear the 
~word in vain, and neither be a Terror to EVll-do
c~, nor a Praife to them that do well, contrary to 
the exprefs Words of the great A poftle St. P au!.' 

'V HEREFORE I conclutle, tllar our Saviour never 
intended by the1e Words, Riftjl110t E·-.. :il, to bind 
;tIl Chriftians, in all Ages, never to take up Arms in 
their own Ddt'ncr:) in any Cafe what1O~":t'f; mort: 

C .~ tl~ .. \~, 
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than he intended thcrt:bv to l)::1(l tilcn1 never to refiQ 
i-ithcr moral or natural" Eyil, or tl) bind the Chritli
an r"lagillrate never to puni!h the Crimes of his e
vil S uoj.ccts. 

THUS we ft'c how improp~r thde 'Vords are t.(l 
prove the Point in ~clbon : For if thc-y be taken 
in an unEnjited SenfL, t;iey '.yil! prove a great (kal 
ten mu~h; and if ',"e take t~lC:l1 ill a linli[e~l Stnf~, 
they will not come up to the End dd!gn'd, · .. :iz. To 
prove the Unlawfulne(" of Ddenfivc \\-ar in all Ca-
1~s . 

. AND as for thofe \Vords, 't'. 44-th, Lrr.:t ."leur E
nl.~ilies, &c. ncitllcr will thefe prove any filch La,,, 
as is here '(lemanded; OCcdlll-e tIle Terll1, E . .,tlnies, 
'x·ing applicaL~e either tu pri\"clte or pubHck Ene
D1ies, we caranot be certain wlu(:h our SayiOtir lllcant; 
whether he meant only thofe who may be at Enmity 
with us in ih~ Society where we li~e, or foreign E
nemies, to w 110m we ftanLI in no other Relation than 
as we are Men; or laitly, whether he meant all 
Sorts of Enemies, w!lt::ther fi)fcign or dOIndlick. I 

'Vhat Reafofl any I\'lan llatl1 to unlicrfland tIlt 
\V ords in eitller tlle fecond or tl~lrd SCllfc, I C3llnot 
t:onceive; b'jt that they ought to b~ unqen1:ooti in 
the firil, feerns evident from he.nee; fhat the Hebr·~J) 
Law, which the Scribes and Pharifees had perverted 
.and obf(:ured by their falfe GloiTes, commanded tIle 
j~~d)S to IO'/e their N ei1~hbbu·.rs; by whom they un- 4 

dcrftood jte-l!iS and their .Profel)·tcs : But thof~ Law, 
\\'ruch fo!-bad them to do I-Illrt, rcach~d evell to 
thofe uncircumcifed Strangers that liv'd among 
them, as appears from, Lev ~ xl>r. I g. Thou jhalt /O'!..'t 

thy NeighhGur a! IE)'Jelf. _ ~nd v. 34. CJ:he Strangi!' 
that ftjourne'th with you, jl:u;./J bl' as one Honze-born a
mong you, and thou fhalt love him as tl1)felf; for jt 
were Strmzgers iii the Land of Etypt. -

y E ha~·e beat-d, faitll our ~;aviour, that il halD 
f,(ln [aid, Thou /hall Jove Ih} Ne~~h/;our, and Edit Ihilzt 

bern} .. 
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£nrmy. lln!i 1.l:iI1l En!11lJ \vas a f~fe G~ofs, added 
by the Scribes and l)harifees; for thefe ~\'1 ords are 
not to be found in the Law of J.~{}fos. 'rrus La,v~ 
I fay, comnlanlic{! the J,~;;"J to love ~heir N eigh-: 
hours, uncircumci1ed Strang~rs at-nong them, as 
well as thote of'tlll:-ir o"..-n:\ arion. . 

i\ 0 \1; v.-llat I \\9t )ll III obiervc from hence is this, 
1"hat ~1or.\\-ithfr&:njiJlg this Precept of' loving their 
Neigl~bours, the elt-ven Tribes did juftly make 
\V;rr againft th·~ Tribe of Bojl!min, for a moft bar
blrous Piece ofYillainy committed by theGl, ofwhic~ 

J .. " J • \Vt; rCd\i, JiltigtJ X1X. 

SO, notwithibi1l1ing ~his Precept~ did holy D~';d~ 
\,.p!~o is faid in Scripture to fig11t the Lord's Battlcs~ 
recover by Force uf Arms the Kingdo~ that waS 
p~0111is' ti to 11ill1; and yet we do not find tllat he 
\\·as ever bI;.lrn' li for it. 

\V HY t:\cn might not our bldfed- Saviour enjoin 
C}lrifti~r!s ~o IO'Tc EI1C[11ies, anti yet not tllereby 0-
bl!g~ t!!Cll1 to j~ltfcr ail Sorts of unla\\-ful ,rjolence 

'- . 

trol11 them, as \\-ell as the GOli of tl1C Hebrews en-
join' J thenl to love the-ir Neighbours, and yet c!d 
not make it l1nlawfl~l for them to nlake \V ~r upoQ. 
thoie very X e~ghbours, when there was jUlt Ground 
for it ? If it was nf?t unla,vful for th~ Je-~v~, notwith
fbnding God's Precept to them, re Jhall lo-t'1! Jour 
lVeighbcurs as J6I1rldT.:es~ to nlake War upon their 
Brethren and 1\ eighbollrs, when there was juft 
(jrountl for it; it can with no Colour of Reafon l e" 
fuppofcd to b~ unlawfUl tor Chriftians to make W ar 
upon a toreign Enemy~ when there i!'i juft Grounc5 
f( ir it, frOnl Chrift's W ords~ Lo';:e )'our Elicmiu: 
Becaufe as the len.»] did love their Neighh)urs, and 
yet fometinlcs did lawfully make War- upon them • 
fo may Chriftians love Enemies, and yet 10metimes 
lawfully make W ar againft them, to d(fcnd thenl~ 
felves . from unjuft Violence. · 
- " C 3 B\1~-

.. 
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BUT I expett it will be f.~d, th:!t t:le GoJl~t'l r~
quires an higher Degree of Love than what was re
quired by the 7~.Lifo. Law : . All y .. l1ich I readil}p 
g.'ant; but even then it ,·.riU not folIo,,:, rIllt ¥;~ 
muft love all with an eqmu Degree of Love ; 
our Parents and Children, I hope,' are to be pre
ferred before Strangers ; and our Neighbours bet{)rt" 
our Enemies. If this be grantc>d, it will fullow, !Z 

fortiori, that I otlgl1t to prefer rtl~' O\Un Life btafore 
the Life of my Enemy; then or Confcqucnce I 
ought to dt:ftro)7 the Lite of" my Ell{ 111)~ , i1' I can by 
no other Means· poffibly fave nly OWTl. 

, As 'tis out of Love to t!le Rigllteous, tllat tl1e 
Chriftian Magiftrate puts the \Vicked to De~th ; 1~) 
it is out of Regard for the publick Good, that he 
.mCL~es .W ar in Def~nce of his imlOcent Subjelts. In 
order topref~rve the :publick l~eacc, he makes. 
W ar againft thofe that difturb it. 

IF it be reafonable that· the greater Obligation 
fhould bind. us to the ftritter Duty (and tilat it is 10; 
no reafonable Man ·will (leny) ,then it \\Till follo\v, 
that ,ve cannot in Reafon be botln(] to preJerve tIle 
Guilty, . when in fo doing we drftroy the Illflocent. 
Let it be fuppos'd, that by Virtue of this Precept, 
.L01Jt your ,Entmies, : we are bollnd to love them as 
ourfelves, which yet I pre1iune· is more than can 
with any Shew of· Reafon' be inferred from the 
Words ; yet we are not to love tllem above Otlr

{elves. Now fuppofmg us both to be involv'd in the 
fame Danger,' I would ferioufiy afk thofe who are 
againft all Defence by Force of Arms, whofe Safety 
we arc to prefer? F 0; my own Part, . I am clearly of 
Opinion, that we ought to preftr our own to that of 
our Enemy ; for this .. Reafon, becaufe we are no 
where, that I know of, torbid to do fo. ' 

4. THA r our bleffed. SaviollT never intended thdt 
thefe Texts fhould be underftood without any I.Jimi
tation, without which they will .not ferve our Ad-

, verfary' ') 
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" 
,·C'rfary'ts Purpo("', will 3ppC~ from a Confideration 
()j- 10me other Texrs in the Ne,,~-Teftament, ex
})reiS'd :n Terms more unlimited than tIlefe, which. 
)"et are allow'd on all Hands to r~quire ;, limited In
(~rprl·tation. St. AIJ'ollhttv v. 42. our Saviour ex
Ilr\"U}F fil}7S, Gi~ .. :t 10 fai,;, Il'lZl eft-tlh. .l-1nd in St. 
L!IJ:e the \\:-oj(ls are~ Gi:·( to r::try' _~1tl11 that a./ktth of 
Ila(e, r:lfd of bi,n Jhat tal-tlh trJ,'ay thy Go,ds, {1ft Ibm 
iltl (l[lIii!. 

N ow if this g{'nrral Precept to Chriffians, ought 
to t1C 1111(ieritooli with a L:m~tation, ,vhy not thole 
which arc brought to prove the Tj(lJawfulnefs of Re

~ ~illaIlce in all Cafes? N a~·, there is more Reafon to 
~ 

refrrain thef~ latter th:n t!Je former, not 0111y frOIn 

the K ature of the Thing, but ii-om our Saviour's 
()\vn follov-ring '\' ortis. For when he tays, l~efifl 
}l{Jt E"',:il: the .t>rccept following feelTIs to reftraiil. 
the \,.1ords preceding, ~s if they were too general. 
But if any .It.1tln Jlrike thet en CRt Cheek, fays he, IU", 

to hi,iZ the ether. '\!llicll \Vords plairJy intimate, 
rh3t our Sa\"iollf n1ea!1t only filch Inll1ries as were ., .. 
flight, anl] theTt'tore eaiy to be borne. F'orotherwif~ 
it had been nccdfary, in order to :llake the Precept 
binding, to have faid, Refift not him that injures 
thee, even tho' he lhould attempt to take away thy 
Life. But when he iays, Gi're l'O n:try ont that aJk
lth thee, he ac.!l~s no ,\! ords to refirain his Meaning, 
but leaves it to the J udgmC'nt of common Equity and 
Difcretion. And yet I think no Man of a found 
!\1ind will fay ~ chat thefe vt/ ords ought to be under
ftood in arl llnlimited Senfe. W l10ever does, (~on
tradiCts St. P au!, whom yet all allow to be the heft 
Interpreter of his Malter's Will~ This grea.t Apo
rue declares, tllat he who takes no Care for his Fa.
mily (which how well he could do, that fhould 
give to every one that would afk from him, I leave 
the World to judge) is worfe than an Infidel: And 
who,· exhorting the Corinthians to extend their Libe-:-

C 4 r~~y 
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nlitv to t~ p()l)f at 7t"f2~~ .:~~ ii.~l, :-'-:1 ;l-~ 6;t,,~ 
• • • 

~; .. l .. , ~ ~ .~ I I "C r - ~ , I-~ U us,., .If'; .T":S ,~ o.~ ..... , _ u._ \-:t:_ I:,'" 

Bat tJ.ti J-. .. E;as!.:/T t"f'" .:;.~ I,.", i·:.:J .... ~;, 
~ ... ... • - • .& ~ 

lbtir Ii -.vs .. 
C" .-. ... -'... t.. - ~.l..." .. • Our ~,~ Im·'~ ~t .. :;f:~ \La 1 .... ~ ~ll 

In- Ik '\fut ~ft.-t- ;o~~~Jf.~ ~rw ('.In L'Y {lc;~ L~ak 
~ s.a~iour inttnt:~ that th::k ... \\-lli\.:> :~~~~ ~ .. to-

~aftood mhot:t :my li:r..:J.:lNi ~ If i:l~y c!u, 00 ..... 
will t~V accoU:'lt tOr [~i~ ... ~!ntr ~n:-.:u!"C" ~("ro . .. .-
which CJljoin Chrillims t-~ ,,"crk .-:ti~ c~~ }-I~ .. ii 
"h!t, ...... ~;:h ~ e!~,""! E~;' ;,. ~, ... ~; ~ ~ l~,.. ~.-.;p ~\\ ~ u ... wi ......... ~ e""'"" r" ....... -'- ..... t ... ~ ... ~ ...... " ,,--~ ';"I .. -

&.lf~tS, L'll! r!r lik~? \\.~ ~ hk~~-n~ ~ioin~J fa 

t3k~ rao Tt-lOI:ght ~Or the :\1 ~:ru" i t'-l -uk~ 00 

Thought tar Foo..! and R::ri:!1<"rt; rnA to f~ t~l 
..L_. k-'1 L .. D __ i -.... ~ 1'1...:-
,,:Yl GUl ·tu :IIC Dlk!}" ; rr-... --r tu l-::-~A ,-"'3h~~,~ Jili~. 

ChU ' .,.,... .. '0 1-· "'"" ! . ..~ ~~ ~m''''~~ ," t"' {Y ~ .... ,-- .;:-.- If - .. ~ .. 'r'" ......... 
& ,-a~~ • .,\.. ,vaal -U~C" .. U ..... ,. , ...... ~ ",", .. r.,~ .a....~ .. . 

~rv-ll~~ t;~!r ~tJll~ hl ~!! Th~gs;. Chrjfu.."S 
~ ({~'1Ur;~JcJ to ~~ IUbj~~t ttl the h'-~ha ¥OW"l~ - .. ""-

wiL~t an~' Limitltion; to i~.l\- \~~-t caii~~,. 
4 • • ,'" 

3:id t.~ lik~ ; ;h~ ~jJ in ~rl':1~~..:s ~:~""r.a! ~~~ ll.4 
~ 

nuted ~ L\oI:· in We T("xt Uil\.f~r llthltc: _\n·j ,",-: ... 

I prdUIrk: r.o ~!.n L'l his $(n;~ ~ ,,-iii J:'~-, ~...lr t;l~t:: 
~U(S are ro ~ u::rit rtt(k,i ,,"it~l\~t £\ .. Ln~:t~-

& • 

lion: So as t~lat b)- '-h~~ L~~t: I:: is unb-1cl 
fer Chrh'Ums to ute :l pro\~!~t c .. ~ fur t.~ GooJ 
of Sock.'tf ; or to end~.l\'"i.\lU to pn:~nt ~turJcr ..&::-1 
Bloodihcj; or that Su~)it\:t~ CIuiJ.rcn, L~ Scl
~-m:~ are thttroy oO:!g\i -tv o...~~y ~I~.ib-.lt::~ Poi
rents, or ~!;dl("~ it"t.~ Co!nnl;l.'1ds be fhitUl; i .. l .. 

if they c~mm:md tirm to tio wIut ~ ~pugr..mt t3 

tM La--s of God; b.~~ui~ in ;och C~t-s L~\· 2ft .. 
Louni! bv t~ La .. · of N~) to Ol-~ GoJ n!hd" 
tiun :\1.n. .~nd if tI~J~ ~ DO( (0 6-: unrlc.rltool 
in:m unlL~lit~d Sc.nf~, ~~ cl!- the: a..~un.i CorJ~'
~u{jlCtS ti;.:: would rou!! horn lOCh ;m l!lt~tl1i
on, ,,-hy L'K>tt-? Sin~ ~ )~tta ,,·ouId ~ m~t-J 
~i[h m~~ ~Illi~ CordCqucncC') clwl the iOi1lKr~ .. ~ 
1 hAve ~t4dy fhC9.ll~ .. 

l!i 

~ 
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) s t:~ C .f: It ... ooi!. ~ unIa-fuJ fur t~ M3{!i

ftr.L~ l\l Ir.!:!~t ~:!~~ on mOlin.al OtTtn.!u~ 
or to uI~ the $lrcro In Ikfcn.~ of his S~ a
t;.l:.-.il Rd:~~;L~ Cut-t:II'\"'~ ; bcc:auk th~ wouIJ 
t~ [0 ~~~ft l:r~ ~: i..~dla:..: .-hlt the LolT of 
Entrr.i.~; ~ ~n hv~ 100n .-cuId t:~ C!'Jifri~"; 
\\-c.lIfl...i be o\~-n;:\ .i~:' R~.,~~ 3GJ '-~*-"n' ! 
.~r~ .. :w ~ Lki~~ 01- \\"ick~~'" ot- Jl~ SoIn.. 
.. ~~ bn--lk i~ Ui~i c'~;y C!uUhL. S~:: : ~ 1. his 

L.. . ~) -.. '!' .. " c.-;:-:-\- l~:'..t !r..l' '!,., {,~\ __ ~ ,1 o!~ t ... lat 1rlli 00t coo-
, .,.," L .: ~ l'h~ - ,. ... R 1II~.:" l .,~~~ 
~:~~ ,.. f~ r ~-':~_ .. 1!(·~!S t:'.:s ,C" &::.t~U ~~~;t 

~ 

, Ur'U~ t~ \, ,"::,! i'" It~~ L~ F!uod; 3nJ ~!~ 
, ~.)1IR"" ~ :!-~ !L·t~ '~:" .... -.- R""t~~ ~- 1 rrt) .... !~ .,... •• ~... "",-:l ,:~"" .... _ ~ ~.~ iIIIN '-. I '* .... , .... ~ .. . .. 
& ... ·1 .. f.....~~!': r.~~.. ~"\.. ........... ·;'.:l~n :,.-.,. t L -, at"~:i~,,...... .. ~~s 

.:. '-I-.t ~ .Q.''I t~~,..-, ... 4.l, .... " .. 4..l~5 '::I':~' ~&1U""'-

1' ... L. '. -1...... , ~,. ~ ~ .!I~,n:(: lk~ ~r-o ~~r.li. I"'~l'{, oow pou-
.... - ..... L~ .. .... .. .. "';: l..... _ ,& 

~ kx~r" l.~ , .. ~~( !ID_SkS ~C(l~.s lil t'~-naor-

i!!.'tL~· L~~ ;. 2nJ !"i.~h ~~ ;iiI C~~ Gt-i.~:!1!.~n!ihi~ .. . 
~~~ir:" ·T~ L~ t:r~\~':l~ '·C.h-e 0'" ~~~~~ 
:h::i.t :\c~dt'1 ,--rr0ittS 3... f:Jr.:'r~ t\} ~vay ~-r-.d 
k ~ "~ - L.:.A~":... \"'..... l.. -

\;.k', ~ U~ bT-U:~·.g tlKK" 1'\ t~~S to UC" c\-('n 

~'1"'3! p~~ ~~r\.,~i.~~ Ir::;t:n· .nJ R~~t:!'~ 
~ • a ~ _. ~ 

~ l~rJh .. :,a!..~ :t ,-iit no: f~loa-~ t.~ .lll(·cdfoary 
Scr:~·t~e ;;g--ur~~ ,~.,!ull ~ioi(":-:~ ~ L~'r ~b\" tlrO!:u-

'-.. " 1 

bit~~ OO:-.uk It n-.&y l~ n=-'lJU.ubiy tUF~" J to 
l:-c an E.xc'~l~ fro...'l L.1t gtt~.;J RU!~,: 3S ~~~ In 
~ l-~:~ tk onl~ ~!(";llb ~l ou: Pow~r! UfrJC . 
Gtxi, t ... ) i"\--c.tn~ ;;mJ lr.:-f~ onl ~ 

Ix Iilt.: rrl'(~~ ~-r;j.'~i.!n' .. it ought ~w-.ays to be ~ 
Rm~ 1litb us,- t(.\ {"~~~;&\.~ to Cl:pl.in It J~), as to 
t~ it n-~~l ill .\b!Ur\.~it:~; rot :~IY t~~ "-no 
i."1kn~~t it Iu, ~ ~ n:..ik~ Lhri1~.it\- an EA~; to ., .. 
L~~ H2Wi.-xlS of- nW1U...wt ~ictr ~ y.-hich i~ n1U11 be~ 

, - . 
if :-rlUlinb m ~)- Ix Ua"lil,,-fu} in ~! CJ.:.t"S, un-
I~fi tiKy l."m rro,,-t> l~ God Jus pro.'1lis\~ to int~r
~'I()k in ~inary C~ics by a mir~.)\J$ .Prc\·iric.I'k.t.~~ 
~c· nut well corJk!t'r t~, For it not onJ)- i!Tli-Jics ~ 
gT..lJs _-\biun.:ity~ b~:. rcrlc~ ~ Fpahle C1h. •• rlmy 0:) 

t~~.: ~~lt Rd~£:oo i..~ thc-\,"orld, by KprclenUng it as 
DC-
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nec~ffarily 1.l)Ol!1g l\lc~l ()?~Il ;'!1\.1 lH1~t::lr\.I~<,1 to ~l!t 
th~ Outrages t:1': v:ldl:: Part of (he '\"orld think Et 
to offer tllenl. Uur Sa\~our t!lcrcfore ~~:3J'not f1e 
fuppos'd in thefe \V ord5 to put the Caie- of a foreign 
IIlvafion, or that \\·e fl10\J!d lo\re R_ufiians: and Cut
tl1To:lts, which IS impoffible. 

BlT-r 'tis Lil.j, ' It't!1e glorious Doctrines ot- the 
"'-

, .l~ftffi{1h w~re uni""~rf:lily ~ri~:;[aC' li, thf"rC \\·otl!ti L)~ 
, no Nce~~ ('f S~)t--l~,f(nc~ ~~----\\:llich I ~t~~1ily .. 
~."'~.. bu" ~ ~",: ... (' ~I' b, .. 1'0 :\-"-"l-.o"\PY't ~rr l"l~,il. t'l6!a 
~' _& Il, "&.'. ~ • -~ ,:. '- • .I. I 5" III ~ • : ~-6. I .! l ~ 

I .'~r";'l'ntJ's t h 'r-..... 4-' 1-~ ~:,.,~- .. C·l!:-'~ ". -" 'I} &.6 th-tar~ :,.. ~ t~ J \.e • A • ". J' ... ,-,: 4 I I '.a .. I .. \.. C4J. ~ , , , , 1 .... \.., '\ 

N et..'rl of'it. Ti1e Goii l ::! hatIl J1\~'l"er Jper ~lCcn l;ni-
vc-l-a'Jly Pfll''''-41! ... ·: 1 n.(~r "I r J'!" t;~·~ L-"'~l~~ "·l 1)r-~1:al1r. -In, I n; & "" a . .,. ..... l_ .., _ - ,~........... ~ '- c.l .... ,,& _..., ... ! • 

tt'e~t~~r'" tl .. ·· I '.'l';t°.:.-r1-(,W'\ ~"- • .... 1; ..... t'n~r S"',-}i-- \1 ('t' ~t'r~ ; , 
IJ ~\....I'J_"" ., '-] I: ",", .:. al&'~ ••• ,"", ,.~ .... ~- a '-_,'-.(.:"'\ 

fbul' n~""' .. orr.l,". · "'~~".i l-;'-f"\··i':& .• i~lr'!- 1":- ·~l·"'ll"t .'P ~c: 1-1"'-.... '- \.1: ~ ] " ~. 1 , I ... • \...... ... J • '-4 .., .... & I, U\.. ...... ' ".' .. 

tul nO\\1" as iCrnl~-ri:·, iinc~ 110 1 ... :.\,- cal") be l;roli~!~"'''t! 
prohibit!ng it. 

'

X:11 r'" th.~ Dor~-",~. of Cl., ... ;i"r"l"~""';"\~ ~~'llt l,., t}-; ~ y £. _ ~ ••. _ ~ .''''' "1 .. ,.1 "-~, 1 •• a a ~ L&" I : • _ 1 ""- I : • -. 
\!r ... -I:~lly ."'m .. I,,-:-'l-"'\.~ -\''\~(,ntl' .1,t' '-~ -,,,;.).,~ \\-~;l""ll ,~;~ 1,.-_ ~ I-l:.......a '--'a J, ~_\,... ......... I ' .• ~ l.& _ _"' ~ .. , _, ..... , .,~ "\.-..A.. 

litvc will t:-:.~ the C;11~ lx~tort~ tll~" l·~n~l (){ ... i!l~ \\ .. or!~: ; 
~-hcn the )"':,"s fl!~:ll l~~~ con'·l.-rtt:'ll, ;lntl ail :\ ~!ions 
Ii I J Ch .. fl"" I • "11 ~ J~P'IP Y ~~~ ,.-~-., r •• n'-'n't,r. t 'rA!l "f"'("'~. ,., .. --I.'-.,,-~~J ,1.~~ .. .t~:.Lt.: A ••• ' ..... &, • :&~A ,-,I I\. " • .a . . . - I -) ,,....:"t., 0 r " ./ 
-:n un'''U':cri. 1"-. lC~· · 'c,·,.. .. /,,,:;9J ~,., ;.r/I ~.#z \,-n~ 19_ c.&.AJ ... ' .... '-- \.: .... a.,':",. " ___ .1 I~J •• -1 , • .- ~ _JI ... I. . - ~ 

glli1!.,11 N{J:i~1!~ 1t'lT Kingdom ~'Xtl:r.Jl Ki!!gdm:., 7!r:!l~tr 
JhoD Iky kt:7?! TI':'1T tm..>' IJ:'T(: l'!l!"!l they m~y be~t 
their Swords into l)!c'\~lbarl-s, 3l~J ~!l~ir Sp~ars iI~to 
Pn!nmg-hoo!,-s~ l~cal~f~ !h_~rt~ \\-ill l)e no lTj~ for 

'-= 

thtam : But it lloes nl)t fQlif..)'\~ f;'O~11 hence, r!:lt 'cis 
unlawfUl to ufc tr!en~ btfore t!!~l l'irrle C0!11e. 

Then in<l(~~i it Ytol.lJd Ix~ ll!li:l\\iul to t:!i~ t!lt~n1, ~
caufc there ;,.-i!1 lx' no \:!;lu!t \!i<..\l\.~fll't~ to rcfitt: Bt!t 
that does not I)ro\-~, t!~_: it je; llnl~\\-ful tr) l!t~& t~l~:!ll 
nc\\-, Wllf!l Cirll~nlfl~iI1ce5 :uC jUt'll" !it:lt t:l:\· :~r~ 
the only hUlTun ~1-::l!!~, unt!(r Gocl~ to protz.-d 
Chrifti3ll Soc!cti.:~ If()n1 un~idl \"iolcIYe. ·J"'ilct~' • 
Prophrees only t~,ft'td wh:tt fh:lH b.- the Eife~1s of 
t!leir AClnlll1'lifl'_nlellt~ ~l;l;..! t :ll·n·fl\r:.~ C~:-, be ~o ~.\ r
gument t!tal Chritti4I1S n1:ly nut Llwf::!!y .. kJ'(nd 

,.-', """'1 , .... ,!: ~ 
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t;!~'m('h'('s anti their Country., till filch times ~ they 
~11 .. Ul l~ fulfill' d, ,vl~en all \\T ars {hal! ceaf~, 3Jld 
thl-n there \vill be no Occation for Selt--defence ; 
d-,~-'re ,,,-m be no Violence, and confeque~tly' !!o necj 
oi~ Ref;fl311ce. . 

B19T it isart{'d, ~ Ie; Defenfive "~art!tenouronly
~ H.mier ;lgaintl injufticc and Violence?' To which 
1 ~ \nfwer, By no mGlJ1S; God forbid we 1hould 
tr,::~k 10. t--or:is tIle i\ [X)file f:lyS, Of ~urftl",:tJ tt:t 
{.ii: ;:9 l1~/l)ing, l·'ll~n in this C~e, /;Ill I~II CIIT Sllffiei
'~~t~· is cf (-;"d. .!a\nli tht" P1alrr~ift fays, Ex(~t lIlt UTd 
i.:f-,"? II.e: Ci,), fl.y lrc1:dmfi.Jl c:::nltlb Intt ill ' • .'ail!, PfaJ. 
(xx .... !!. I. _ .-\11 we ('o~tend fer is, that it is the only 
:\!r~r.s unl~fr G()(i: :is !~:r ~s ,\·c ha,\·e any reafonabl~ 
(~f(~U~(~S to bdil"\r~, fort:1is Pur[.ofe. 'T~ furthcrfa! ... !, 
~ TI~3t r!lerl' :rc ni:!ny ",-ho J(~pl~nd upon, 3JlG confide 
'" 1~)1~"!}F in ~~o~hrr B~"';,--'r, ~.",~=. the eternal and betlefi
, ((nt tro\~\~~ce ot- GCk!.' '1'hat it is the DtIt}T ot-~-
nory Chriflian to dt'p{"nd upon) and confide in the 
l)rl),·i\.!~rice of"..-\ lnligllt)' G()ti, I rca\.~ily t;1 ant ; bl~t 
rh3~ it j~ Ol!T Dut} .. to Cl!nt~t~C I.;!~iy (it- b}· this Ternl 
~~ ir~t~:n(~t~d ~ Di!l;!~ \)f' ~IC~l!lSj in the Di,~ne IJro-
" ]" J h fi' - ,--\-;t:Cr:l--l~, l:t"r:~?; an- \\- oc\-('r a .. Jerts It, tIS !ji-=-CJII-

h.°nt l:p()n him to pro'·c it; without which, the At: 
i~'rrion is rafb, and the PraCtice built upon it 
groundlds ~md c.! wgerf\us. 'Tis true God em pro
tt~1 lIS fronl t!1e gr~;l~.:·!t \"'i~l~nce, without :U1Y l)f' 

(";Jr Enlk~\"ot.;rs; but ~t is one Thing what Go:.! 
(""" l~l) --1· -l .. '("\th~r , ... ,-, .. " · 't"·ill~ or ~_~AS- l1u· m- the ~ & .. , ... r " & ., _,. " ,~ - -.l '- .1.. " ~ """' ., ! 

g~·!'er.u enurfe., of JUs PrG\; ... :er.ce. He em prote-.:1: 
,.~ i:Om the D~\-il, ;lfll! ;l!1 h!s T en11~:lrior.S, ~ld }-ct 

\\-c jIl~ (oXj)rl'-11}" cOmrii~'1l!Cli to relifl hin1., Cl.flJ (0 

frivc ag.Unil his T cmrt.lt:ons. He amid I:;ive Plu
~'"ttt~ .!nd (!l'tended l-':s l"hcf~n Pc.-ollie t.~~ J~"::""J 
trom ali thrir E.nemi~ :md brought tht'ffi ir.to the 
rromifcd L;ml!, ,,·ithout the Etlufi(~n ot- fo !laUCh 
Blood; ~'1d '·t~( \\·e ~nd h~ ~.lV~ thertl f1·")(:oa! Din~ti-. "-

OIlS !..'l what ~:t:thoJ they jhould prot~-ci ~1d t!d~nJ 
thfill-
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thenlklvrs, anli 'drive Gut tht'ir Enemies from oc
fOl'e tilcm, as the Scrii)ture rXl~rrlfes Jt. He cOl})(i, 
hi'" h:s Almighty PrOVIl1tnce, hlYC Javed St. P:::JI 
and thf! Ship without the lIdp of Nlariners ; anJ 
yet when they wt:rc abotit to ka\re it, St. Po:t! cried 

E ' » - 1 - I .... , ~ 7 fi out, x,-tpl IL~~/t 1i!J:~· '" ! )t ~! tp, )-t C:1111:e! t'l u-
"'ltd, .i\cls A~vii. 3]. n0n\·itllit~ln{i\r:6 il~ h:lll J:litl, 
too. 12.. that thcr\.~ 1houl~1 b~ no Lois ot~ ~~v j\1:lJl'S 

• 
Lif~, tut of the Sh!p; ,\-h:cl1 is a i1)Jin 1)cn1()~~ilra-
tion, that it is pr,:lumptucus tor i\1en, ~!l t~il' C:-;~:i:ary 
Courl~ ot-God ~ s l.Jrf)\"il!t-ncc, to t-xpect Prl}t~~ti(}I~ aJltl 

Deliverance fronl Ir~!uril'5, \\lthout urmg their own 
E..,dea\~ours, at the f:un~ nn1e that thc\· con:1~t~nt~-.. 
Iy rely on the Diyine !.)ro\;dcr.ce for Succds. 
. HE could halVe rl~CO\"~rCl! j lc--z<fic;-b, \\-hell h~ \\";1.$ 

lick unto I)oL't; an(I }Ptt, W~ rind, he ,~as order ~~l 
by a Prophet, to take a Lump of Figs, and to 13y 
it upon the Boil, upon wIue!! he rd:oV'(_fl:d~ ~ 
'T p 

.. 

lUngs xx. 7-
GOD Almighty, if he rleafe~, CO~lL! not onfY 

ke~p Us from, but cure us ot: ail ni1;';d~'s, br h:s 
all-poweriUl PrvviJence; am.~ ya he not en!; p.:r
mits, but n."quir\.'s us in Holy s.:-ri~~ture, to ufe ail pru
dent ~1ethcds of refitting and ftopping thtir F ury ~ 
and is far frp~)l '!xl~1ing (!l3l \~~ fhould lie do\\"n 
~d do Il<'thing to 1~\·~ ot:r 1:·1\9~s Jr9~n p~rilhla'g ~W) 
fuch C~amitks .. 

~'\.ND ~ GGd, in the gt'ncrl.1 Couri~ ot- his Pro\rl
dence, protec~~\.! an\.l tlcknded h:s own l~'Culiar 
people from th~ y ieL-n("~ cf their En~'mit-s~ not 
without, but aj\\·,I\"S tl\- t~l~ LT:~ .. of' t:~on\.i :\tt"~S . . 
(l'X~('pt when he- WJ.S pi·,:..u::..t to work ~ :\l:r.lde ia 
!!It''ir r'avour, \\ h;i'!~ It\~t \\"l.:; ~~~r." 1~!{!O!li nun\·!~h-
~ .. 
ftanding th~}· \\·rr\.~ \)oJcr a "I"'ilt~x:r.iiical Go\·em-
menr, \~~herdJ\· God hi.tti~lf \'ias tht"ir Kin~ ; r.l}is I . ~. 

fay ocirg the (";itt' with G<k}'s pCCUliM Pcupk unJfr 
an cxrr J{)rdin~..rv Pro\~(!~nce" \\·c ,,-ho li~ \JnJ~~r ~ 

• I 

comnlon Pro-.idc:a.,\:, ;a lu our ci\il 1)oli0-, caa~ 
h4\-~ 



~2ye no Ground to e}..l1Cd any miraculous Interpo
fition for our l)roteclion :iJ!d l)(·f~nce from ViO-
lence; nor can any good Rcaions be affign'd why 
we fhould. K othing can Ix- a ftlfficient Ground for 
fuch 311 ExpeCtation, but an expreIs Promite in the 
New-1'eftament ; \\-ithout this, a Belief that God·s 
Providence "-,,ill protect us, w:thout uflr.g our 0\\i1 

J:c~nl1eavours, \\·ould be Prt·fum},tion, and not 
Faith • : For tllat cannot be a right t'aith that has 
no (ure Grounds to reft upon; and nothing can be 
a !un~ Ground of Faith, but God's Promife tefpelt
ing ih;!t which is the c~ka of th:..; Faith. If God 
h:lS gi\''t'n Chriftj:m~ any fuch Promi!:", let it be pro
duc~ ll; bllt till tli!s is (~cn~-, l(t no :\1an blan1e 
them tor uGng thci~~ :vk~s t~)r the' i)refC1"\r ation and 
Proto.:"'tion of the pubh k S.!t~ty, with a pious De
p~n!.!a,.ce on tile Di·,-ine l~o'.~i~:eraCe for Succe[c;, 
whiu~ ~ood !\Ien in ail_-\g:::s ilaVt' nl«lde ufe of with 
r.i5 _-\ fprobaticn. 

-"'- X:l d~~s I ha~T er.,-kaY0i:re.J to make it awar. 
1 ~ - T " 1 1 I' ft R" 1 tn:tt t.:~"\~~ \.-~t~, ~-:1~,-"';.1 :!:\.~ t;.1C i:rn~' uJwar~ 

fl)r f;'ipp)!"t!ng ta:., Do.:1pi:~' ct t!it" UnIawf.llnefs of 
\\ .. ~ in ~! C;UlS Up.l~\:r t~~i..· t~~l_~f~~,"-~" C3a'lDOt 3DlOlL'1t 

a 

to a l..:lW rroh!!~:ting Chril~ia.'l!- ~o ,\-fend themfdvC1 
~nfl th~ ]a\\-I~'Js "lolt-r:f(" ot' .l f(~r::jgn Enemy. 

·r }i £ R E ~re ft)rll~ ljt~~:r ~j "e~lS alI«-~ged by 
cur .. -\(!,·~~ml~) i.ll ta~-our ot~ t!l;~ DoCtrine; but 
nont: of- L~em I think C'..L.-t t \.:~~ l~ pretended to 
amount to a L3w; ~ut:L~ oniy to be ~JJuced as 
col::~t~r-.ll l)~X\fs; the t\1iO I ha\'c ~ady confider
~!, being th~ ~hitf 3;tJis cpon wrudl the whole of 
L~l'ir D~hine IS built. 

I :)H.:"LL exa.~!ne \'!~le ot~ler 1"\::<t., which, next to 
Lltde, f~~Z1lS moil to b'-Our t~l~!r DoCbi.'le ; ~:1:.l 
tl-wt is written .. Rom, l..-ll. 17. Riim:pnKt lo,,~ Ala 
£;:':i1lfr Et:il.- Dt.J-iy Uit;;'IJ, (;:'U.gi UlI~r ftl:ys. 

bat 
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;'JI raw gi::.:t plaCt un/~ lVrtlib; fer it is '::;ril!t1:~ 
J't~gt:z&·t is "unt, I tl,'i!J rtpll.~·, Jllith lIlt u~J ~ 
IJxriffJTt if thi1lt E1i:.'71~~· l,:mgn-., ftc-J 1.''''''; if j:: 
tbirj/, gi~.:t bj,n Drink, &~. 

I. oA-\S to taltefe "·ort!s, ~~~{'}1i1p~(e 10 no J'fall E
~:ii for E~il., they _being our Saviourss \Yords, re
l~ted by St. PIlIi.!, v .. i~h tonIC little \-·ariarion ;.1 
t:1C Phral~, t..'to' not in th\! Sera!::; what h;lth L~-:)l 
:til,\4r.c7d in Anfwer to l!l{)f~:, \\-ill ~ J. iuffici~nt 
~-\nf\\·erto rhde. The,,· are not aJJrl·fs~d tll the !\Ia-

~ 

giilrate,' who hath t~1~ fi)l~ Rig;'t ot- n"laking \\-&ir. 

but to th~ injured Pi:.rty; ;-~ld t!l~f,-forc it C.lJ'!!':{;[ 

reaJOnabJy be int~rr~li tj"l)!11 thllo!11~ t!l;lt Sf, Pa..·l ~1-
t~nd.:d hea'"eby to fvrbiJ ;ill \ '; ar l:ndcr th~ Go!: 

• 
~~'l. 

~. l\SD asto~hofe,~·. I Q, neith('r ca.'1 an: gCXlt,L\r
gUffi'...1lt b:~ drawn iron; t~em agJtlifl: ;Jl Sorts of 
\\F .. -: r .. C:01"-·'f:nu-~ ~lIS: ~'("~-' \.'.- -r-, l~I·- \\"'~r n'~"":~ ~ , J4 a ...1 .. __ \':I.~ j .,11,- ,,'\"'. ~. .. a .. , '-~ 

• 
r·'nlr."-~n·""~J "'''~J~:-'''''l·!'' --'t- I)--f:-'"'- 0 ..... Rt·,·· .. nc--:·.. ·t': .. ~ ,-, .. a .l .... I'- '" __ .u & ... ..ua: '- .1'- & ~ 'tl"~ ",- .. 
... -~ ~a .... .... ~ ~-",.~....". ... ~. ..~, , I ... ").... 1 "'Sc~ ..... .... .. 
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t..iilly in being tor regulating a.'1J makin6 \ Y ;u-• 

• -\nd the 1~.,cS:it the £une l'imc th~t Lltey \it-ere 
i'.o:.md b!~ the Law of .... God f.ot to r~~·l~ng~ rl'.em-
1:-lvt."S upon their En~~!~ if C l\Untrym~n or Str.m
gt»~, at!nli~t~ t~ l:,·c arr~()ng L'lem ~tx-c-.luJe \~ rn-

'1 J ..... , ... 1 I J ... '1 6-aIlce Odonge" tu tio~.t. ;u~...: n~ na' pronus -\l to 
n'Compence it~ might p_,t l.l\,-fully make \Yar in 
I~wne C:rl~~ 'without a pofitive COlT'.&-:1:md of God,. 
as to t.~ or that paa"'ticu13r \\.1.-; 3S::i ~,,;dent front 
thl· r .3!1~Y I)!rrc1ions h~ had g!,""n chern cOI\(~rning' 
! ~i. ~I~c:-, in the ~~th C h.lptc of this time Book. . 

St. 1).-\\'1. 
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~o A TREATISE '" 
~tt the Gofpd, will ftill further appe=!r from th~ 
Confideration: The 1\ pofHc, Ch~p. 13th of ~ 
Epiftle, fays, ut t':.0"J Sc,.! If /Ilijdl ;0 lhi higbu 
P,fDUS ; i. e. the M~1rJr~: .. -lllll ,. -t- he tells 
them, :rbM br btai~/b IlDllh't S~"6rd ill *;.-ailf; that 
as he is the ~1iniit~r cjf God tor GOOlt. fo i5 he the 
l\1irUfter of God for Veng:-;tllce; iz Rc.":.°l1lgu t~ (x
~mt Jl7ruth DII himlhlll ~/b E~::ii. 

N ow in telling them that lhof~ hight'r Powm 
ne the E.~ecurione~ of God·s 'Yi-.uit in puni{hin~ 
E,rj}-d~rs, he ct·arly dii:inguifh.:s lAtWt~~n Re
\o'"O'.ge' in the ~1Jgifb-ate, and Rev~nge in pri,-at~ 
PeriOns. -TIle l\·fagitrr;.lt:' he O\\-ns is to be a Re
venger, that is, he is to eXl'(U~~ \\ r.ith., or ~!1:a 
Pur.i~hment 011 the..-n t!lat (10 E\-i!, an~ t~l~t h}~ '''ir
tue cf~.is Office~ as he is Gol's Mini!t~r~ ,\-:toft a
lone Prerogative it is to nxompt~r.c\! \W t'ngt=ar.c~ Oil 

the Guilty; waen at cll~ f.L.'11e time he hatt ~~xi)r~;: 
Jy pro!libtcd i: lxfor...:, in (~)~ g~nt'r.1l Pn.'«'pt., .. 1-
*::u.ge KC; )"cll1j'i-/:-ts.. \'''hen~e it pl:1L~I}· al)i~:l~ 
that he did not intend hy this Precept t~ pruh::l:t 
Chriftian l\-1~Jh-.ltLS th.: lTj:: of t~e ~.vord to de
fend their SubjeCts frOln hwl::fs '''iu1.:nce. 

To itippott.' the contrary ~ wo\.:L! lllolke the ... ~
potlJe guilty of an Abitm.1iry. C l-'or if we inclu~.: i:1 
c th.tt negative Precept, th.!&: Rrvcng-~ whil"h is ir.~ 
c flitted by the ~iagi11.."":u~ for t:iC p!lblick P{"3C; 
, what can be Inure abfun~, than ;iZt,-T :le Iud durg' J 
" all Chriflians i'C:\1ter to tJ..~e .:\rms i~ thl1ir 0\\":1 De
c fence, as our .-\d~·~rtmcs c~nt~nd he l!i,!, to h3\'e 
, imme-diatdy fu':ljoin· J in the f;l..'1l~ Epiftlcy tbat to 
C this verY EnJ God had o~J~UncJ ~1J!.:.~lrlt~~ i.~3t , " .. 
c they, as his ~tnifters, ihoulJ det~nd ChrifLm.~ bl 
• Force of .:\nns, ftlr 1\) the: Po\\'cr of ti~ Swoni 
• muft needs fIgnify, if any Thi~. t T 0 f~y, ~ 
{orne do, :hat Sr. P.z.l ~\ .. t~lC S\\·onl h~re mear.s 
an inr.rrd 3n\.~ t~ii.nui So;- -:-:, is fomcthing fo idle 
and impertinent, ti~t it dOLl nut dcl~r\'e m Anfwer. 

Nobex11 
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l':olxh~v \\:ill fay f) iil carnell, thJt has n6t rell0un· ., ., 

t;r~! CO,llt:~{)!1 S\.-r.f,-·~ and g1v~n up his Reafon Jor a 
S;l!f!l ot' l)(·]u!ion; antI wh~~) opce tilis is r:te {.-31(: 
,,::t 1 anY ~iJn, it i~ in "'"aiq to ~aJO'l W!ti1 hl:n : 
- ". ---- · \ \. ~ AI -!100T a~ ":it" h~~~o ()t:1~·r ~ ",~}!' t~) con\o·!t!cr a l~ .lIl0t 

~:l': ] ',:'li '1 u:- at:y i Jro~"_):lL:'_>n but by Reafoning~ 
, b"" l' '1 1 i ~ I}\;! (~\ __ ;i'"'''l!:l!~~~: t.l~it eVer 11~ ,~/:~ ale con~1.n-, 

r,_ , \\ .. ~~l) IS fJ t~~ .. lroffi l~in~ drrtr:nined lly r!~)t 
~ . ~ 

R.:~i()'l, t.l~t jl~ (:,,-~ilS t:te V,-:)T ~'-\.;f~~llce th~reot·; 
an I \- ,:t \\ .. !}\k \.~ r l:C.~'S fo, mutt ar~-~ :1o(Y~intt Rca-

., -
J~,.n" \!t l'_'~ ' .. :·i~h itt.lio~~, or \\-~(!1o~:t 1[; In the 1at:-
t -- .... ' " .... ; ~ t -o··~ n"tl, "l~lcr .,..,. ~t 'I -J t :,~ t~rm ~r he :~ ,,~ .. ~ ... ~' :..... ~ ...... ~ &,,~ , ... _., -.l.: 1\. at 11", ~ \.. ",,--. ~ 

tT,,-,"S !.:~ t: .~:~ (-~:'lif~".. 3!~'~! clt~lifhes th,:t \\~hich he .. 
i,u; ::!r~ t~) :.: ... ·t~rt::~\.~. 'l~o i1rO\·e rh(~r~ i5 no j!Jch 
, "";1 ... .... r· ~ 1" ~,' '-(" 1 '\1' 'I n \... era'" -I c.',...,..,., '1m ~ nt 

1 .,'j ":) 4 =- l. " ..& •• , ~ .. t f44J&} ~'... '-1'. ~"t5~ l. ~ 
, • .... 1 11 , 

'!~ ~~ ....... 'r.! 1_ ~'.l ... ;l~l\:,,; ~,( ... ~U!~ ta .. it \\90l1.ti 0\: to 
, > '".'.... t: ~'- r,-' i:; i ~:~~ J. -1 ~h ~~ =, bv t3~ ~1~J1a.. r of -- .. 

~ , -, i h- l' ". -.- -1 '~"1; ~[ 1'1 ~"'('It1~ -,~-'- ~.'- - " .... 1 4o" """, \.. ~ ~ '-
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perfettly agree with them, not only that ali \Y ar IS 

to t)C avoillell under the Goflx6 J, ,vllen this l'3Il be 
don:- without incurring a gn."att:r Evil; but that ~tis 
the rule Right of tite l\1agitlratc to commcnt:e e\"cn 
a lawful \\"ar: Nay, I will agrec wit~h~'m t;trther, 
that 'tis unlawtul eV(ll fClr tIle Chrifli.m wlagiftrate 
him felt' to COfl1mcncc and pfolecute any t{)rt of" 
\Var but what is jufHy grour.Jt"d; which I th:nk no 
\\'" ar can be, evtn the I)~t~lOniive~ tlllt is wllit"naken 
purdy ti-o~ a IJri.nci?l: of Rl.-vl.·ng\.·~. .w:1l."n t~e 
Good of tIl\! Pt;bhck l40~S not n\.'ceh"ully n.:qUlre 
• 
It. 

I;L~T, after :U1, I milft o\-.. ·n !T')Tf~:lf" :!t ~l Lots how 
tJ recop.cilc thi5 fpecious Pr(t .. r.cc with th~ gen-.:rJ! 
l)()(:trule tJll401c l\lcn ha\'c Gt'"li\" ~ rc:.l on titi:) IJo1nt : 
For they h~ve exrrd1y afiertl"d in all their \Y ruings 
on that Sil~ica, tliat all l'C:rrir:g ()t' .:\rn~s a
gai.dl: an EnenlY ~ is ijlCOnliit~nt \vit!l tile true llro
femon of Chritli,mity *; )a~~{, tll~t ali {_~I~· ut' the 
S\\·()rti by Chriftians, th()' [0 (lve tht:nlll:lvcs troln 
Thieves, Robbers or C llt-t}lfoats .. is not only iJ1COn

fith-nt with the Pratt-ilion of ChrJtiani~y 'I hut:iS bad 
as .. \theiJin... as Ix-jng a difnufung of ProviJ{'nc~ in 
reftraining evillVlt.~n. l\ow, th!s being thtlo Cafe, I 
carlnot fet, and indeed lIe n1uit have good Eyes 
tha': call, how that can be lawful in tIle Chritli
an l\;lagifhate, wllich, by virtlle of Chritl-i:Ulit)~, 
is 110t only unlawtUl in itit:lt: but as bad as .~. 
thc:fin? 

] F all \Var be unlawful under the Gofpd, by vir· 
tue of Chritt's COlnmand, as they fay it is~ it muftI 
in my hunlble Opinion, be a Sin in any Chriftian, 
wh:-ther Magiftrate or sU~lea, to engage even ina 
Ddenfive \V ar againIl: a lawlefs Invader, unlcfs it 
~an be made appear that the I\-lagiftr~te is lin ~-

Ct.ptlO~ 

~ Sec- Declaration to the King, A"ntJ 1660. 
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ception frum tht" general R u)t". And bcfiJ~ ii it 
be not unlawful tor the Chritli.m ~lagiftratc to de
ft:lld 'lis Subjects fi-om 1;1,,-}(4Is \ 1riolc:nce, how can it 
b.! unlawful- for tho1e ~u~il'ds to help to defend 
thenlfclvl~ at th,-'ir ~l~ftr.lte's CommAnd? If' ta'te 
End be k.wtul, the or,~inMY i\IC3IIS for ol"!taining it 
muJlbe folikcwiJe. ~ow,th::or\.hnatf M~answhtf\:by 
the Chritli-m ~I~tgiflr-.lt~ can c.!t·idlll t~l~ Pul"llick from 
Ii uin ag.tr.ft -a t~')n:ig!l En~m}F ~ is the rr.utual .. t\ffi
fiance (:t' >Us Sul)~,-cis; it cannot U1Crt·tore be unlaw
ful for Chritliall Slii~jt.i:1:s to affUl the Magith-.lte iYI 
Ddt !Ke (;f :~le l>ubli{"k agl!r.il: a fim:ign Enemy * : 
K JV ~ 1~) f~lC is it IrO:11 lx'i!lg u!lla\\'fuI, tl1at it is their 
indit~lCnfible Duty, for.lfinuch as t:l ... ,: are obhgcd~ 
by t~lC Laws of Chrifbmitr, to be Ju~i("(:1 to the 
higher POWdS-, amI o:~y the ~t!gii!l-at\.·, in all 
l~h'l~gs Id\\·i:~l; aJlli \\?h~~t is 1~1,\1lli ttl[ him to com
manl~, t'annul ~ unla\v!u! for tilt: Sll~j(a to obey ; 
fa t:l~t c~r i\l~\"~rfiri~·~ On[ilist~Qint, mufteitht:rfhcw 
,,·ht-re (. l~riftianitv h~lS mat!e \ \ .. ~lr IJ.y;llIl for Chri11i-. 
a.'l ~f;tgitlr ~t.:s, \\'hil~ at tIlL 1~'11e time it has made 
"-ar u~:l~~ ... -tlil for C!iril~i~11S; or rIle it wilt tollow. 
fron1 the \\"ilol\.~ l'l"n()r of ti~cir l)octrine on this · 
Poir.t~ th~it it is as lln!:l\\·r~l for rvla!!iftratls as for 

'-J 

S\lt)j~tls: Btit ho'v tllis C3.Il ~ rlconcilcli \vim 
till·i'r thinking it prohabl~ that Go,t \\:ill bIds their 
Arl11s \vitll $U(Ctj~, I o\\pn is niorc than I cat., ac
count for, with all]· .i\dvantage to tlltir CharJ.crer. 

i\ \v.\ '{ then \\pitll [h~lt itllc Diilinttioll I to call it 
\ 

no \'Iortc) rl'ila~ tllo' Cllrifiians tnay not make uj~ 
pi' carnal \\9 capons in their own nece1fary Defence as 
Chrifl:ians, yt·t they may as l\1agiftrates. B f this 
very ..:\rgument the Romifh Antichrifl: defends the 
Lawfulnds of uling the temporal Sword to cut oif 
~cretlcks; whidl l whatever \V tight it may have 

D 2 \\~itl\ 

~ Sec Preface, p. 10, 11. 
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with fome People, it is fo fJr rrom ~l~~""~ng any with 
us, that we hlAartily abominate ~t .. 
. .l\GA IN, If it be not unla\\"tl~l fl'r the Chrifti4a~ 
Magitlrate ~o ddel~d the Publirk frl)m the Yioj~r:ce 
of foreign Encml(~\ wJly (~O f!!.,!/!kCi j\t?g!j71·.1!t~ 
among us fo ~rerr.}.{orily refuf~ to L'p(f the kail _~f
ftftance towards it, when we :lpprehcrd ourJ~jves in 
fo great Danger? l"'he}T cal~nct be- !g'ioraPt, that it 
is the Magiftrate's Duty to uf .. his m:mnit Fndt.a
yours for the Protection of the St~1ricct t;',")nl all 
lawlefs Violence and Oppreffion, whid; in mar.y C a~ 
fes c~ot be don~~ ,--·ithollt of'l'ofillg I;{~rce to 
Force by the carr.:ll Sword. :!\ O\V "'hat can m~ke 
them fo backwarl1 to afiift tho1~ ,~!1o ~i-~ \\·i!ling to 
exert themiel'Tes to tJle lltmoft ot- rllcir Po\';~r in tie
fending of their COllnrry, llut that tIle)T t!11!lk th~ 
Practice is urilawful? I-Iow th..:n can any on!:- of tL~t 
Perfuafion tllink it l~robai)]~, rllat GOtt \viII biefs tIle 
Arms of their So\"er(~2,I1, if it be incoIl;if!~ei!t \v:t h 

~ . 

the Princip!ps "~f the Chrifrian Religion to u!~ them 
at all ? And if it he not, how can they anl\ver it to 
God and their ow"n Confcienct~, ''v''ho ~b{ol~ltcl)T re
fufe to do that \\Thich is their J)lltV to l!(Y, anc! \\'ith-

" . 
out which, this Part of 11is rvl(~cfty's Don-linions~ 
tor any Thing they know to the contrary, may ~ 
quite rui~J~d ~ . 

• BUT here \\·e !hall be t()I<.l, that the Friencs, 
tho' principled" againit bearing Arms themfdves .. 
yet have never conticmned fuell ill the l.Jf~ of thenl, 
who are not convinc'll t hat the l)i!j)en!:ltiO!l of the 
Gofpel forb~d them. Theit: finooth \Vords, in 
my Opinion, mean notlling at ail. For it" being 
charged with a l>raaice that is lllconfiftent \\'"ith the 
~nle Profeffion !)t'" Cllriftianity, nay with i\.thcifm, 
and a total Diihelief of· Divine Providellce, be not 
41 very revere Condcm:-lation, I fubmit to the unpre· 
jtJdic'd Reader to jUl!ge. And that they have 

I ~~ 
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drm~ f\) oftner than once, appears from the moft 
l!ut'lt'n(i~k t!f their own "-rit:ngs*. 

Ot- R l)rinciplc is, that it is a Duty mcli(uenfibly 
iJ1Cl.in1bent, i~tJl on us anti (h~m, to defend our-
1i:ln's and Country fronl the law lets AtterIlpts of a 
fl)reigll l:~Jl.·'11}~ by o~twa~d l\·lea. ... s, at the fame 
Tiine t!lat \\'l: rely on Divine Providence for Pro-. 
kdion : _-tnd till they c~ !1rOVe the contrary from 
th~~ ~ c,\? T Lil..lm~nt~ "'~lich I am confident they 
cmnvt, we c:mnot hdp th:nking, that in condem
Jli:1g ~i!~s l)r~i[ticc ac; i~confiftent witl} the Chriftian 
I<x];giG!1, tilt-y coil;emn all \vhn are in the Ufc of 
it, not\\~ir!111:!nding til~S fj~ecious Dt'claration to the 
(l,ntrar}·. \\ e arl~ not con\7inc'd that the Difpenfati
On ()f tIlc Gofpel t~Jri)~·Js ;lll}F C;l}ri~ti:lll Community 
to {ltt~·n\.t t!lCil}1l~I\~cs fronl tIle "\tiolellce of' a foreign 
En~m}" ; bc('atlj~~, a~ I 11:l\\! alj-t&3Jy fhe\vn; it is e'\~
d,:llt :l11110it to ~l DeJ1~OIltlrlt!On, ,-Jlat there is no 
Gr{)lllld for futh a C\)nvitrioJl in t!le New Tefta
nltllt; a!1rt tht:refL)fC ii' our A.:i\~er1aries, on this 
Point, be 10 convinced, it nlUft be by other Argu- -
nlen~s tIlaI} aoy that can be i:ir~-wn froln thenc~ ,; 
\vjtidl \\PL looIilllg uI)on as tIle only Rule of" our 
Fait;} aill1 i~ra;:1ice, tJlink ollrtei.ves bound in Con
[dUKe to al:i..ie by it, and to b~ determined thereby. 
as to L\Fay Point of Duty. \Vh~!t it hath enjoin'd7 

\ve ,v!liiri~~:'I\T obi~rve; and fuci1 Practices as were ,-' ~ 

lawful IJd~Jr(', and not made unh:wful by it (there 
being an equal Necdlir,/ for them now as before) 
We think we may lawt-:Jlly, and with a good Confci
tnce, cn1brace .. 'I"'his is our Rule, and our Practice 
in this Particuhr; we hope, is not contrary thereto. 
V\'r e are therdore determined to regard no private 
Spirit, under what4ver fpecious Colours of Sanctity 
and Pertt'ction it may appear; becaufe many lying 
Spirit5 are gone out into the W ~rld, and filch we 

D 3 believe 
• ColI. of Bnr(ln)~'s 'Vorks, Pdge 8:'0. Deciaration tti 

the King, 1660. Tryals of GCFge Kd/f.-. 
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Ix-lie\'"e every Spirit to be, that :tttcmpts to make 
,·oi(i the La\V of Nature, introdtlCe IJrinnples as 
Dofuines of Chriftianiq·, \lillich, in the pr~"f~nt Cir-
-cumfl-..ar,ce5 of the \ \: orld, would foon ddtroy 
Chrifrianity, and bring all the Chriftian States on 
Earth, into the moil: abfolute Slavery and Opprcf
£on. 
A~D thus I hope I have m:de it appear, to the 

Satisfaction ofever}F onpn~iudic'd, intdligLnt Read
"er, th:lt it is. not unl~\\?tul in all Cafes tor Chriftians 
to make \V Oit' under the Gofpd. 

The End of the FIRST PART. 

A 
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TREATISE 
On the L.l\ \VFCLNE5S of 
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DE FEl.\YSIYE IV A R. 

p ~~ R T SEC 0 N D. 

S HOlT L D no'v cOnClll(le, were it not that 
a certain Author, in a late l~aml)hlet, ell
tituled, Tht DCLCJr-ine qf Chrijlitlni~v, OJ held by 
tIle Per:ple (":,~lled ~akers, ~il;di{(lleJ; in ./111-

f:vei~ loG 1 ibert '"i'cnnerot's Sermon on the Lo-wftl!neft 
of D~f~'r.fi·",:1! /Vor; hath undertaken to prove, by 
fair ~~nd cahdid Interpretations of Scripture, as 
himtelf exprdlc:" j~, that \Var in any Shape (for fo 
he muH: bi.' underftood to mean, if he means any 
thing) is incohfifte!1t with the Chriftiar: Religion. 
AntI becallfe fOIne ot' ilis Renlarks may feem to affect: 
the g<:neral Doctrine I have endeavoured to eftablifu 
in the Firft Part of this T reatife, I think it my Duty, 
for the better Support thereof, to examine all fuch 
Paffages as have the leaft Tendency that Way. 

THE firft of hi~ Remarks that feems to affect my 
Doarine, is Page 3. in thefe \V ords, 'God created 
, Man good, upright, and holy ; and had he con
e tinued in this State, there llever would have been 

D 4- ~ any 
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~ any'Var, 2nd confcq J of Sdf-d~-
• fence; but IVlan filling ob~ ~!n~Ce .. his 
& N31ure brcame corrupted, his FolCll~::,S ,le~\I"v-
& ed, and t~e whole ir:t:.llettlill Syftl-J11 Lij~r, en.'rl. 
& Thus b:gao fucJdir:g of H!oo~!t anJ th~ Earth 
C was eady tilled with Yiolence. l'his was the un
& hap:,Y' CC:lfctiuen('e of Sin. Kobo- iy, fays he, 
c I hOF~' will fay t.at G(lJ w.!S tlie 1\ U~"lor of I\a
t turc t!tus cornlr,teJ. The ~ ature, a!1:i tlle L;~h! 
& fN .. h "J C -h 1 .. o 1 ature, thJt ~ e \vas t~te ':lut.10r 01, was oJy,ln-
C n-xent, "and p~rf~a: t but th~" Comlption of Na
C ture, from whence proceeded Viol~n(e and Hloo:l
~ filed, \\ras occaf:oncd b}7 adhering to the \- oie\.: of 
, Satan.' r\niwer, 

T H _-\ T if 1\1 atl ll~ ~~ not fal len £rOln Ilis St~lte 
of Ilmocence, there \\-ould J13\·e b~~ll no \~\ .. ar ~ :in] 
conLquently no K ~~d of Ddcncl'; ev-.. ry Gn~ witt 
readily want : But t!lat iITli:1Clliatcly ul)on t1e Fall; 
l\1an's i"iature ,vas as hig!11y corru~)t~~~~ a~ tllis \:rin-

~J A' 

dicator repre1!:nts it, in m~/? }lunlb!t~ Ul1;!:!(ln, \v~r~ts 
~ ! 

}' "F' " . l.,..r d r' 1" .. t" 1 L. 1-·root. or [110 It P ~~41~ \JO ... ~, tur \\"11~ ~\n\.l:-, LT,-·ll 

kno\\yn to hinlfr.Jt~ to perl11it 1\1all ttl fall~ }T~t he 
was fo far from ab~,doning l!iITI il:r~llFQ:1, tl!at he 
takes Care to pro'Ti~je for his I Ial)l)i~cJS, by cnt~ring 
into another Covenant with hil11, in tl~~~fc v\~ orl~s ; 
'lee Seed of tht TI/"6'JJan /hail 1;1·1,~{e tbe [fetld cf the 
Set-pe:zt. 'Tis true l\1en being left t<) tIle Free
dOlll of their ()~,vn \h/ills, lome ot't!1eITI, no Doubt; 
malie a b~lCI Ufe of their Liberty, an~i abanJorl'd 
thCln1::1,,TCS to great ~:norlniti~s ; blJt it does not ap
pear t!l:lt tbis \ViiS the Cafe with aU of them, or t!'lac 
it \V~S a ni:c~1Ta.ry Cont~qllerlcc of the 1·'al1, bccallie 
there were good Men notwithftanding this, who did 
many Things agreeal)le to tIle L)iCtates of tIle Law 
of Nature; as ./ldaln, Seth,Enos, J.,let,~ulralem, J.Voah j 

and it doth no where appear that thofe ~ atriarchs had 
any other Rule whereby to guide their Practice, but 
this ettrnal Law of Righteoufucfs ; whidl is nothing 
. e~ 
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~If~ hut the unchangeable \Vill of God~ conftar.dy 
adi!'g accon.!mg to th(' eternal Rules of infimte 
Gooun(·i~~ Jufuce, and Truth: \\-hich \\ill of 
God~ is engr .lven upon the N atu~ of Things, and 
to be l1ilco~·l·red by the clue Ufe of Mens r.ttiOJ1al 
f'aculties. T~lis Law )l&i.t!l God for its Author, 
was to have been the Rule ot'Duty in llaradife, and 
WdS fo to tile i}atriarchs t:II lVofts's Time, wt_eJl 
Go:.! was pleaf~d to m.ike a particular Revdation of 
j[ to his Clloi"t·n P~ople in tlle Decalogue; which is 
only a l·ranf(ript of this ~v. 

Bl!T to c}\.aar tlris Sublett from the Rubbilh of .... 
\\: ortis, unl:Lf v.-luch tius Y. hath buried it, I vlill 
prove, 

I. r r HE Exiftcnce of tl1e Law of Nature ; and 
tllat it \\ras t~le 1{ule of Dut}!, in ordinary Cafes, to 
~lankind lxfore the giving of the Law to MG/es. 
Anli i:'~onlily, That lVia.'1's Nature by the Fall was 
not io corrupted, but that he could Gifcern it to be 
1l)~ tim' he had not l)ower fU:ficient to perform it in 
alilafcs. 

I. l'HAT there are natural, eJTential Differences, 
in the l'atures of Things, as between Truth rilld 
FalfhooJ, Good-faitl1 antI PerfidioufnefS,- Gratitllde 
~~d Ingratitulie, LO\TC and l-Iatred, J uft and lJ n-
juft, Hight and \\r:mg, &c. And hence ~ Fitnefs 
and IT nlitnt1s in Actions to certain Ends, has ever 
been evident to tIle c()mmon Reafon of Mankuld *. 

THESE; and the like eternal Truths, confidered as 
a Syftem of moral Principles, which helve their 
Foundation in the Nature and Reafon of Tlungs, are 
what we call the Law of Nature, Righ.t Reafon, 
the eternal RuJe of Rightcoufnefi, or the unchangea
ble Vi ill of" God; written in the Books ot- Nature. 
This is the immutable St2 · d of moral Duty; 
\vhatever is agreeable to ; ,morally Good, and 
'Vice ~~erfo. Virttle and , 4.C not mcer arbitrary 

Thill , SSt 
! See Preface, rage s' 
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Things ; what i~ morally fit and proper is \~rtuous ; 
what is morally unfit and imllrop?r is ~'i~ious. Anu 
the f.ilne wij~ anti gooll Bl~ing, \\"110 conftit:Jted N~
ture in fuch a ~1anncr, that this t~itl)eis or Unfit
n~fs Jhould immetliat{!l}!p re1ult fron1 it, muft intclld 
that every intdligcnt Being" 10 tar as be is capable of 
difc~rning thete l'hinbrs, Jhould att ~~eeably thereto, 

- This Law, we fay, L~od is t~le .A-\lith')r ot~ lA.·cauJe 
• 

I"h(lfe nloral Principles, ,\-hich are fJun,!ed in the 
Na.ture 4::,_1 Reafon of" TIlin~, 'Vt~r~ origlnaliy con
ftituted fuch by hl!l14 wh() IS the Slli)rl~.:!111 .~ ut~ior 
of NatlJre. Tilis was 4lid.;:!f'S La\,-'" in P~u"J.l:if\.lO, and 
continue<l to be a Law to ~·tank;!lJ, as t elf as ,,·c 
kno\v, till tIle Tillle ot' _'lOjes, when ~ l'ranjcript 
of it was delivtred to him in the i\1ount. For t!lO' 
God made fome jjx~al Rev{-Iatiolis to the llatri
archs, he ne~'"~r ga,~e tjl~ln any Sy'ttcDl of~ Laws to 
be a Rule of Practice l)-,-f'::.re this. ~~\nll l!lUS it ap
pears, that there exiih in l' ature Cudl a Law as we 
plead i(;r. 

BtTT bv th~ :\crouIlt r:lc 1·'·. rri,res us of htlman . ~ 

NatlJre after tlle f"'alj, tl1is La\\~ \\·~s of" no t:fc to 
lvlankinl1, becallfe tllty \\rl~rC tlncal~able ot- (~iicover
ing what Duties were iGcumbent by yirtllt' of it . 

.i-iE gives fuch a ftrlr.g~ Ddcription of the Cor
ruption orMan's 1\ ature, anli tIle I)cpra,'ation ot- ilis 
Faculties, as it' he th<>ught tllc llatriarchs Ilcithcr 
had_ any Law to glli<.Je tJleir PraCtice, nor' \v{·re ca-

• pable of obeying it if they had. But how he came 
to difcover fuch a total Del1ravation il11rnediatcly up
on the }t-all I know not. Certainly he never learnt 
it frOln the Hiftory of Mofts. For 10 far as I ca:1 
find there, what Adam joft by the Fall 'Nas Paradife, 
and tIle Tree of Life ; ;. e. in otl1er \V ords, he loft 
Blifs and Immortality. 'I'he Penalty annex'd to the 
Breach of the Law, with the Sentence pronounced 
'by God upon it:~ ·thews thi~. The Penalty francis 

'. thus, Gen. 0. I 7.. III the Day that thou eattjl tbere-
. ()f, 
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ef, ihcil /hal! furl/y 'it. How wac; this executed ? 
He did eat, but in the Day he did eat, he did not 
L"tually die, but was turnt~ out of Paradife from 
the Tree of Life, and {hut (\ut forever from it, 
leaft he lbould take thereof, 31.1d live forever. 'rJUs 
fh~~~ tli:\t Paradife was a State of Immortality, 
Wilich he 1011 fIlar very Day that he eat: His Life 
began frr,m thence to fhorten, and wafte:; and to 
have an End. 

N ow is it at all likely) that as foon as Adam was 
turn'd out of Paradife., his faculti\.·s h~canle 1'0 de
praved, that he lott all Knowledge of that immuta
ble Rule ot'Duty, with wInch he muft have been 
perfectJy well acquainted n l)aradif~? 'l'is true his 
l)ofterity: thro' Length of Time, became Vtry de
bauch'd, both. in Principle and PraCtice; but Hill 
as there were ffiaJ1Y g<..oo l\fen, both before the 
Flood, and frotn thence to MoftJ's Time, thry 
Dluft have had forne Law to be a Rule ot' i)r~laict', 
and this Law they ruuft have been capable of know ~ 
ing, orhenvife it could be no Rule to tilelIl, anli con
fequently they could have been guilty of no Sin, be
caufe wllere there is no L~;v, there ca.~ be no Tranf
grcfIion; and Sin is only a Tranfgreffion of a divine 
Law. And tho' a Law exifts, yet if it be impo!fl- . 
ble for ~ten to cc me at the Knowledge of fuch a 
Law, 'tis all on{', in regard to them, as if there 
Wtre none; it bt~ing ill11>offible for them to obt y a 
Law, the Knowledge of which 'tis impoffible for 
them to ·come at. · 

BUT that Mankind, notwithftanding the Corrup
tion of Nature this P. talks of, were not ignorant of 
the Law of Nature, nor altogether incapable of 0-

. beying its DiCtates, will fa...mer appear from what 
· follows. 

THO' Mofes was the firft Man that had a written 
Law for a Rule. of PraCl:ice, whence it is called, Le% 
.Mm-alis,· or the L:lW of Morals, yet they w.ho 
· lived 
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);v'\.l N-fore }'fC.,!:-f \\"Cfe not ,,-itnout 3 L:1W, ~-:uf~ 
th~y bad this mor~ Law writt::n in till'ir j iearts ; 
i. t. by the l:U~ ("I:' of t;l,-"ir r.!ticnal POWl'~, the}~ 
(~l~ov\.·r(6,-1 t~i~ \ \ ill l:f' ~o~ cor.cernine: t!lt·if n1;)ra: ,-.. 
))uty to be fcun,·~~1 in t~~ ~- ;~rlJr~'S a:,d l{eaii'.;l of 
"frun· TL - -,. L_·· - ! r ., , . gs. ~l~ l: i .. '1:; tLJ., lll.lt:t l~" t Jr~ ;illla aJ (~r .£' .. _ is 
(as (lith St. j) ~I('~) (:oing by r\ .It\'irt\~ or finding it 
~l':lfonable to l!O t!le 'fhlPgs co::tail!;.:~~ !f: t:ll~ r,-.orJ! 
J ... aw; tbcf~ h~\-ir:!! nct t=~:: mur-!i Li.~\· \\-r:tt,--n on 

'--~ 

~r abIes (\fStone, \\"tr~ n~vcrt~, :,-f~ :1 Ll\\- t::-:[\j t leIri~ 
IJvt"S: ,\9hat to do? ~O[ wiut t!:it)' F' ~;:;.l'l ~ot 
,vhat their !ir,,-glJlclf .. \I't1\.ttt~S l:rol'!.,.~...: ... ~ [:}t1>ffi to ; 
liut Lley were a La\V ~r.to t:l,-llU,-·;\·,-s., :0 t~O the 
',\;ork ot- th~ L;!,\- of' X;:turc, cr t:!~ !l~'-~.;U l_~\v 

'
L·n"tt~n li"n th .. : .. i I~·~r. :,,~1..·1 .. 1 C1' l'-ll,1 - I';"'t,r 'Jl~ 
y ,. \.1& .. ,~.l.~, l .... lt ..... ~ -a , ... :.~!l t. ",u .\. .. 

-I-l..e Apollol 1> 1),-r:l "O-11n1on r. ... y~"- .. -[ .. :.... • ·'t' .. 11 &1.1t:, l., .. l:. . • .... &~~I-I", r1,. ~ l. .. l'- .!-_-

1d;1 of' the La~- for till" U\\- it~~ :t~ \\ :~:~:l ill\.· ,-~.,! is 
f1Juiv·alt.nt then-to, ~ h~ fl1~"~\:S t.llIS; ·1 "'h'_"~r L on
fciencls bore "V\' itr. .. :[" ;lr.,,1 ti:~ ir "1- ;lougllls rc.:,-~ii!lg 
f)D tht'ir ACtions, acct.I~\.~" or (xcl:l~~J t:l,"ll} Ul \\'ll:i[ 

h J .. J ,..').. ,.. - h 1 t ,:y l)·. 1 lliS It al)il\.:.a~ tt!':~ t:::~ l'~ IS ~~ICI ~.L .~lW 

h f~ N" .. ~.. -'1 ~, I~~'" 
:lS t at 0 I ature, wnlCZl l'X!~ ,-'li ~\"~l~g l"'~lGrc ;ll!~· ;lU-
Jitive Law \\'as giv",~n : Tl~lt it i~ t:l~ lir i\~\.·r(,ii ~ .!w 
()f all reaionabie l"'r<.-atur\:~ al',-! [:l::t it \\ 2.S t;~c t;!1-

1, Rule of mor.1l Prclfficc Ikfor.: th:lt Tr;n.it-L1,t of 
it was givt:n to .Jl;IDftS, which \\~C c~!!l t~l: t)ec~~;i.}gu,-&. 
'rhus doth St. Cbr:iftjl"" ex-pound this Pai~:i.~': of 
:'t. POll/, , The GtJitill3 by J\ature~ f-lit!l ~t. ;),;;1.', 

c. that is, faith Cbryjofl,m, by the '-::.ry Di~l;i[, .. >~ of 
.. right Remon; in this, fllys he, :!re th\:y to ~ 
I. a(lnlirea, tllat they flood in Il~ l'\~-",::.! ~t' i\l&fiOj·s 
.; Law (0 guide them; they W:.fe gui . . .. : only by 
'. the Ure ot-Rrafon~ and L~e L!g~~t nt' r:: -{l\Vn ~ 'on--., fciences.' Thus alfo f~tll ticr:ulJ:c".,' )rJ b-_-iore 
., Mofos wrote tIle Law ill ·I'~bl~'s of SC~! ,t i~(·r;: -\vaS 
, (as I will juftify) a Law rat:.rral;y ur.~:t::·.\..od and 
., obfcrved by the Patri:rrc~!!.' 'Evll;· ,,-n com-
, mend m.iily Things truly, faith St. ~llll;'}iJ!l'., and 

rL~ro';c 
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, rerrov~ Jr.3:1Y Things as juftiy; but by " ·,t Rul~ 
C do t!l(\F Jo? \'''htIoOC,-''l~{} ~,l: \- Il'am that Men oUbch~ . ~ 

, to Ii\··~ to, [eing th~'Y h'-l' not to thl:mf:::-Ives? \,. hy, 
c fa)-s ht', t;ll·f_· i\ \)1,-'$ an." right ;LW'}l! good, and tIleT 
, C:L:J:t.t b~t j:~-c t.\~m to be I()~ t!l()- their l\tin\~s be 
C r;Qt 10; the R uies ;l~ \iflC!l311gcai.'i\.·,tho' their Min~, 
c b-: nlu~abjl·.· Sut filrlhl'r~ that :\i;1nkind had nc.t 
on!,,, th,," 1\.1:0'\-} _'(:~,-" 01'" ta~" U\;.'" I)t" ~-Citurl."~ but that . ~ 

in t~~ gr\.Jt Hr.lr;ct.:s of ~1GrJ.hty, th~y n-gu}ati..'d 
th~ir Pr.ldic.' thu"by, will ;!jliX'~ trom :l parricuJar 
tonfidel·Jt~on of' tilt" Dec&i~og"l~ ir!~'Jt~ which is the 
gn·~t l>;".z"rlect ot- this Lt,,·; \\-:!Icrl .. WhUl l\fen bv 
'"'" I -the _-\oc!~,. of th~ir F aCl)lti~ hlt~ ::1 ~~ great lvleafure 
trlZ~ {~ut ot- th\.~ir H~;Ut~, ~\~ .~- ~;: '~Y' God was gra
ciou:ly rl~;rlt-J to cpmm:t it to \ \" r ~- "'~~"tthat by having 
2t~ Opportu!1i~' of ,-!.:,;. ~;:g it in n-;c .. ·· l~ble ChMac
t{~ th;::y might .l~.iUl r" \1.V~: t::,' h.nawledge ofit ill 
tht iT l\1Ul..!~ .. 

1_ To ixgin ,,-:th th~ fi!"il Pr:cf'rt" we find Gt1l. 
nxr .. 2. Thlt1i!f!~ccmn~~n,:t"l~ !!!~.: fou!hold to l'U[ 
a\\-;,)9 their (lr.mg~ (~Olis. j-~,-/l){:: .. ~r~~- l~ys, ~ If a.'y one 
, !h;ill1~y that he is :1 (~v:!, ~la~ :~~ tllJt made aU 
'Things, let hinl pro\'e it, t-~" making a n(:Vf 
· "- ]1' ~ , ? I- 0 I pI "" • or .. '\ '- ~ .,,. ... t' r ...... ,. - ..... ".'1 .. ,. j I! ~ 'Fe "'.... ~-1'l. .. & .. ~l l ... :I~, I.J·_".J~ W ... U, ~ • 

all mamtain'd the liLity cf the D,-l~y. 
2. F OR tIle &~onl~~ \ve finli t~!at Jo,," Luried 

!he h~ols under an Oak, Chap. xx-x,'. +. And the 
Gmlills agt"\.'"Cd, tha~ t:vc.ry GOtl ~~,:ul~ be worfhip
~~ accon!il~g to the ~1aIlner til.lt I:! r.j:lt-lhould tl1ink 
Ixft; and l"llrro did much apFrov~' vf t\e 1tws Re
ligion, as St . ..:1I{tli..ll:l/~ informs U~, b=-cauf~ it excIu
d~d Imag~, holding it the bdt Y\ ay to keep Re
ligion undefiled by excluding thi-°m; and that if an 
People e1fe had taken that Courf:, it had been a 
~Ieans to take away much trifling.· . 

3. For the Third, \\-e firlll .L~'/;i·llham caufed his 
Steward to put his Hand unde:-r his Thigh, and 
(wear by the Lord of Heaven and Eanh j and we 

fin4 
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find alfo 2. fol~nln Oat!} paf~' d bet\vixt 1,1,·uO and 
Laban, Chap. xxiv. 3. and Chap. xxxi. 53. . 

AND ~t was a {AW among the EK'jJ!itit/J, as DitJ. 
tldrus reports, La Iht pe1jur'd lit ptmiJo' d tr.'i,b Dtatb. 
And tilLre was a La\V in tJ~e twcl\Te Tabl~s at RWlt, 
S-:I:ea1· 1101 ri!Jlhly. Ant! S~p':~fj(les faith, '\\j Jlen an 
, Oath is takln, the SOl~l \';11~ be mvre cautiollS to 
, Sin againft God, and to injure Man.' 

4. :FOR the Fourth, we finJ tile Obfervation o~ 
it before the giving of" t;lC La\\", E.,,,~d. xvi. 23. 
And tho' as to the l)articlllar IJay to be 1pent in tile 
"'crfbip of God, the GeJililt'S knt w but little, as 

being rather pofitive than mor.u; yet they all a
greed that God was to be worIhipped, this being 
an inuifputable DiCtate of the Law of Nature. 
And even as to the particular Day mentioned in this 
Comman(imellt, I muft contciS, that tIle general 
Confcnt of Nations, as to tIle fe\tentl1 Part, if it i 

Wt're tU1ly clear'd, would fpeak tair to be the "-IT oice 
of Nature, or at leaft a Tradition received from the 
'Sons of Noah. . -

5. FOR (he Fifth, we find how Efou flood i!1 

awe of his Father, tho' he was otherwife prophane, 
for he \vould not kill his Brotl1er Jaccb, while Ills F3,
mer was alive, Gen. xxvii. 41. 

AND Homer faith of Olle that had a I\fisfortunet 

fIlat it caIne becaufe he honoured not In:i Parents. 
lIe would not render the Duty of a Child to his 
Father, therefore his Days were not prolonged. 
And Menander faitll1 That he wllo honourt:tll his ~ 
parents, 1hall live long and happily. And Charon
das, in his Laws, faith, The Ncgletl: of our aged 
Parents, is Extremity of Wrong. 

6. FOR the Sixth, W e fte a plain Precept, Ga. 
ix. 6. /i7JJojOe'l.'t"; Jheddetb Man's Blood, by 1l1an jhaJJ 
/lis Blood be fo.ed. And every Nation held it a Ca: 
non of thtir Law, Lit" Murderer expefl Loft 'I · .. Lifo. 
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Lifo, as be dtpri':l J anolhtr of il. And therefore 
~ey all punifhed Murder with Death. 

7. FOR the Seventh, Judah would have burnt 
'!Damar for playil!g the Harlot, Gtn. xxxviii. 24-
AntI Sccl1tm "-as flaio for raviflllng Dinah, and the 
whole City fpoil'\l b}~ ller Brothers: For their An
fwer to tJleir F;!tllcr was, Should he Jelll 'lIlith CIlr 

Sijlt'r as 'with on Har:ot? And it was the Saying of 
L;,~ .. (urguJ, , Avoill Adultery, fo lhalt thou avoid 
, untilIl~lv Deatll.' Anti ~~lenallder cenfureth Adul-

J 

tery as a difgracdul Sin, becaufe the Price ofit is Death. 
s. For the Eighth, The putting JOJtph's Cup 

into the iVioutl1 of' tIle Sack, was enough, tho' a
mong the Eg.l"PJill1ls, to clap his Brethren in Prifon i 
.lind God J~rbi~, tay they, 111at tee ,fhould do this, 
Ch<!p. xliv. 7. And Dt1no./JbclllS againfi: Cfimocrates., 
urges tIle Lzcedi1Jl01lio.n Law, 10 tIle very Words 'of 
;his .Precept, erbatl fhait 11at jl .. '(lI. And Hefiotf~ 
Precept e~joins 1\·1('n not to poflelS ftolen Goods. 

9. l~"oa the Niiltll, Ikcaufe 111du/:; Jlad promifed 
~o telll1 a I~ili, he \vould llot break h~s Promife, tho· 
(al\ he (hought) he had given it to a Harlot, Chap. 
mrviii. 17. 20. And it was one of the Laws of 
the twelve Tables at R~me, 'He that lhalJ bear 
, faIle \~litne1s, Itt tam be caft (!OWll from the 'iar".. 
f plian R~k.' And Phoc)'lides advifeth; not t~ 
~tter Lies, but to fpeak the Trutb in all Things. 
· 10. AND for the Tenth, There was D9 Act that 
We can learn in Abimelech againft ~"ar{!h, and yet the 
Sin of Concupifcence was punifhed in him by God, 
Chap. xx. 3. So Pharaoh was plag-led for her ~ 
the fame C;lfe, Chap. xii. I 7. And Mmantler hath 
~s Saying, ~ Do not c01Uupiflere, or defire ano
~ th.er Man's Pin or Button.' . Anli mdeed tho' the 
Laws of Gentile Nations do not exprefs this, yet the 
Scope of them all did tend to this End, Non C0nct4- . 

pifcere, not to covet other Men's Properties. 
~hence we. may concl~de with St. Paul.. That the 

.' '. . ; Gmlile~ 
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GI1Itiks having dIe Law written in their H earts~ 
were inexcufable. 

FROM all which it appem, that notwithftanding 
th~ Corruption of Nature (elis Y. talks of) by tbe 
Fall, Mankind were not only f~nfiblc of the Obliga
tion of the Law of Nature, but, in.ill the principal 
Puties of Morality, were abl~ to comply \\Tltll it. 
And as all good !\lIen \\'cre directed to tll(:!r n10rai 
Duties by the Dictates of this Law, fo \,.r ... re they to 
that of a neceffary Sdf .. def~nce : For confidering that 
the I1reft:rvation of themftl\~es, and thofe unJer t~eir 
Care is a Dictate of the Law of l~ atur~, th~y could 
not but .:onclude that Self-lietence, \Vllen thlS can
not pOlIibly be done otherwife, muft be a Duty r~
fulting fron1 this Law; it being an indItputable 
TrJth~ that \\~Ilenever it is our Dll(Y to prof·cute an 
End, it 111Uft likewife be Ollr DUt}T to nlake Ufc of 
ihoJ~ lVfeans, \vithout which tlllt End cannot be 
obtained. I-Ience all t!1of~ \Vars \vhic 11 gOl);] !\I1~n 
undertook without any fpecial Coml11and fron1 G,)~i, 
were agreeable to tl~s Law, as app~ars from t!ll'ir 
having been approvc:d of by him after they wt:re 
s:ommenc'd. But having fully <.liicours'li tlus I10int 
in the firit Part of this 'rreatif;:-, I fhall now pro
~eed to an Examination of the V's Reafoning here~ 
where perhaps we may difcoVd fometillng not 
much to the Credit of Jus Caufe. 

H .. ~ VING firft rcprefented human Nature as fit for 
nothing bt1t to be Fuel for the Fire of Hell, he 
adds, 'I hope N oboJy will fay, that God is the 
C Authct" Qf Natpre thus corrupted.' In which 
VvT ordi he cnd~vours to delude his ~orant Read
~, by induding a General in a Particular. He firft 
defcribes Man's Nature as a meer Mafs of Corrup
~on, and then, hoping his Reader would look no 
farther, he exults as if he had gaill'd his Point; 
for he hopes no Body will fay that God is the Au~ 
~9r of Nature thus com·~ted. And tho' they d. 

. ~~ 
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hot, ))i~ Argument will be nev~ a Whit the inore 
concluiive. Here then we have- a Specimen of his 
Candour: For can it be filppofed that he is fo ig
~orant as not to difcern tIle Fallacy of his o~ Rea. 
foning? I think not. V\'as all Nature comprehend
ed in the human Nature? The N atol e of Man ~ 
I hop~, Qut a Part, a finall inconfiderable. Part of 
Nature; but can a Part contain the whole? Grant
ing human Nature was co~pted, doth it therefo~ 
follow, that all N attire muft be corrupted i Mutt 
the Corruption of Man's Nature alter the Nature of 
J'hings; confound Right and vy rong, and take a
way all Diftinltion between moral Good and Evil ? 
If not, then a Man may juftly fay,. that God is 
the A uthor of that Part of N atute which never was 
corrupt~i, and this is all we contend for. But we 
cannot help thinking, that God is the Author of 
t:iat Par.: of Nature too w~ich is thus corrupted. 
tho~ pot of the Corruption itfdf; which to deny~ 
wodJ incur fl!ch ~ Ceniure as this Y. I prefume. 
~Ot!!t! not like. 'The N arure, fays he, and the 
t Light l,f ~atllre he was the .i\.uthor of, was ho)y~ 
C iJlnOcent and perfea~ J Is not this an evident 111-
fmuat!OI1, tllat the Law or Light of-- N~ture w~ 
COITl.lptell l)y the Fall~' as \ve]) as l\·fan's Nature ? 
Thlt the eternal Law of Righteoufnefs, which 
woulli have been the Rule ofMan~s PraCtice; had he 
ke}'t his Innorency; was by the .Fall deftroyed ? 
I-iis \V ords can be con!lrued no ot'herwife than to 
import, that that Nature, and the Light of 
Nature~ which was holy, innocent, and perfeCt, 
and ot' \\~hich GOc:~, was the Author, was now no 
~ . 
where exiIting; v. 'hence he concludes, that Nature. 
being univerfally corrupted by the Fall, 'twas abfu.rd 
in his i\dverfary to fpeak-of a Law or Lit;-bt of Na
ture. If this be a wrong ConftruCtion of his Mean": 
ing,. he muft blame hirnfdf; for his WOldt will ad
mit of no other. 

E BuT 
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. B~T that Nature was univerfa11y corrupted hy t~ 
Fall, is an inlnious F a1fhotl d. F'or the natural and 

A 

eternal Rdation~ of Things, as Goodnds, J ultice, 
Righteoufn~fs, Love, Gratitude, ga<,d Faith, and 
the. whole Syfteril of moral l}rincipl~s, wJlich con4 

ftitute t11at eternal Law of Right::oufu·:fs, whereby 
e,"ery rational ~eing is bollJld by the very C{;:~ftitu
non of his Nature to regulate his moral ACtions (as 
I have 1hewn already) is as holy~ innocent, and 
perfeCt, finee the .Fall, as before. The Fallaey lies 
in the Word Nalurt, which he fhould ha,,·e li!llited 
to t "1e particular Nature he had b~en defcribing ; 
let this would not have ferv'<.i llis l'llrn, 'Liz. To 
prove there was no 1uch Thing as th·;! Law of N a
ture: And therefore iike a true Sophift, he lays 
hold of the equivocal Term .. ¥atzlre, and after hav
ing deferib'd one particular Species of ~ ature, and 
made it as black as Hell, he attributes to univerfal 
Nature, what he had deferibed as peculiar to that 
partic~ar Species; and fo thinks lIe has ovcrfet 
hie; Adverfary's Doctrine taken from the Law or 
Light of Nature. 
. THIS is juft fueh wretched Reafon;ng, as if one 
1hoUld fay, in Oppofition to another, maintaining, that 
ehrift is the Author of' tile l'atlloilck Church J 
~ The Catholick Church is fo monftruoufly corrup
~ ted, mac flle is become a meer Chaos of i\llti
C Chri.ftian Darknds (m~aning the Church of Rome) 
C will anyone venture to fay, that Chrilt is the Au
~ thor of the Catholick Church thus comlpted l 
~ The Catholick ChurcJl that Chrift 'vas the Author . 
~ ot~ was holy, innoctnt; and pure.:j N ow will 
any Man fay; that this would be a good Argument 
Ao~ft the Exiftence of the Churc:h of Chrift ? 
Beeaufe a Part of the Catholiek Church is degenerat
e.l, doth it thertfore follow, that tlle whole Com
pany of the F aithtUl are fo far degenerated, as th~ 
~hrift hath now no Church upon Earth? And yet 
. dlc 
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the Opponent by the equivocal Tenns, Catbolkl 
Clntrch, which, as apply'd by the Papifts; are fpe~ 
cial, but as apply'd by other Chriftians, ate general, 
inlpofes upon his Readpr's Affent; that Chrift can .. 
not be the Allthor of the Catholick Church, and fo 
impofes a Falfhood upon them: 'Vill any Man fa1~ 
iilY-5 the Opponent, that Chri1t: is the Author of the 
Catholick Church thus corrupted? No; I believe 
no Man will fay that Chrift is tlle Author of the 
Corruption: But doth it t.~erefore follow~ that he 
is not the Author of the Catholick Churcht which 
conftfts of the whole Company of the Faithful ? 

JUST fo is it, as to the Point in Debate; becau1e 
Mm by the F all corrupted h~s own Nature, doth it 
therefore follow ~ that the Law of Nature was cor
rupted? And becallfe God cannot be faid to be the 
Author of the Corruption of Man's Nature; doth it 
theretore follow, that he cannot be faid to be th~ 
Auttlor of human N arure, and the Law of Nature? 
, The Nature, and the Light of Nature, he was 
t the Author of, was holy, innocent; and perfeCt • 

~ C but the Corruption in Nature, fronl whence pro
, cee<.ied Violence and Bloodfued, waS octafioned 
l by adllering to the Voice of Satan,' fays the Y. 
]f by the Light of N atute he means the Law ol 
Nature; as his \Vords neceffarily hnport, I have 
made it appear to evef"!' unprejudiced Reader. that 
this La.,., is as holy, innocent, and perfeCt, as ever 
it was; as being nothing but the immutable Will of 
God himfelf; written in the great Books of Nature. 
And if by the Light ofN ature he means thofe ratio.;. 
nal Powers, whereby we difcover this Will of God. 
and our Duty therein contained, I have {hewn 
'kewife on this Head, that human Nature was not 
k> much depraved by the Fall, as thereby to render 
Men wholly uncapable to difcover this Will of God 
~oncerning their Duty. And what foll(l}ws doth noC 
11 the bit affect our Argument, beGaufc we: are not 

E 2 pl~~ 
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pleading for Violence and Bloodfued, but for a ne· 
ce1fary Self-defence; and tho 'I it bt u-ue, that Vio
lence and Bloodfhed proceeded from that Corruption 
ot- Nature which was occafiol1cd by adhering to the 
Voice of Satan , yet it \vill not follow, that neceffary 
Self-dC'fen~c is finful, more than it will foUoVtr , that 
becaufe the Neceffitj df earning our Livelihood with 
!r,.e Sweat of Cl;r Brow5~ 'v~ (lCcafioned by adher
ing to the Voice of Satan, therefore 'tis finful to la
bour with our Hands the ThingS that are good, for 
the n~ce5ary Support of ourfelves and Families. If. 
Vivlem:e and Bloodfhed happen to enfue upon a ne
ce.1Tary Sdf-dcfeoce, this indeed proceeds from the 
COl tuption of Nature occafionally., but not as a 
Caufe: That the Corruption of Narure which WM 

oct~fioned by adhering to the V oice of Satan, was 
the Occafion of what Bloodi11ed and Violence might 
enfue from a nece!farr Self-defence, I grant; be
caufe if there had bern no Corruption, ther~ would 
have been no Iawlefs Violence; and had tllere been 
no lawlefs Violence; there would have been no Need 
of Reftftance; and confequently no Bloodthed and 
Violence enfuing from thence: But there is a wid~ 
Ditference between·.a nece1fary Eftect, and an acci
dental COllfequt::tcp ; .between a Caufe and an Occa .. 
fion. Sin is the Caufe of our greateft Sorrow, but 
it is only the Occaiinn of that godly Sorrow that 
worketh Repentance. l'he Fall of Adam was the 
Occafion of Chrift's Sufferings; but it would be 
very abfurd to fay that this was the Caufe of his Suf
fering~, whether efficient'f inftrumental; or final. 
~s ahfurd is it in this Y. to infinllate, that that 
Blood1hed and Violence which may accidentally en· 
fue from a neceffary Self-defence againft lawlefs Vi .. 
u.!~'lcet h~th that Corruption for its productive 
Caufe, whlcb. was occafioned by adhering to the Voice 
of Satan. He may as well fay, that tilling the 
!irOWld:a aIlQ laQouring for the Support of owfelvCII .. -_. . -'- and 

, . 
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and Families. proceeds from that COmJption which 
was occafion' d by adhering to the Y oice of Satan 
as it~ 1.1rodut1ive C aufe; Jor as the latter is only a-

& • 

Confeq)..i~~re of that Corruption~ fo is the tonner .. 
Bu T, funher, it' all Bloodfhed anli ,:rioltnce pro

ceed from that Corruption which was occafioBed 
by aclhering to the "~oice of Sa~an, as a pr~du&V\! 
Cauie, anti is therefore unla\vtUl ; what will this Y. 
fay t() all t)l~ Bloodthcd and VTiolenct comlT!itted by 
the Chriftian Magiftrate in the legal Punifhment of 
~1a1etatlors? \Vill.he fay tha; all this is unla\\ful, 
Maule it proceeds from tha~ Corruption of Nature 
whicll was occafioned by adherulg to tile V oice of 
Satan? And if he reply that this cannot be faid~ be
caufe the O~jeds at 111m '·iclence have forfeited 
their Lives, by becoming Pefts ~o ~he Community 
where they live, and therefo~e may juftly be put to 
Death ; fo fay I with regard to U1at Violence tb,.c 
may enfue upon a Community's defending them ... 
felves againft a foreign lnvadtr ~ The ... '\f£rilants Jta.. 
ving violated the Laws of God all:d N ~ure, and 
ptlt $cll1felves into a State ot' \Var with the Defen
dants, hI attempting to deftroy them without any 
juft .Provocation, have thereby forfeited their Lives 
to all Intents and Purpoles~ 3i rriUch as a. Robber or· 
~lurdere.; and therefore, by the Law c( Nature, 
may be as jufl1y put to Deathas the other, when the 
Defendants can by no other rvteans efcape their Fu
ry. If the Violence praCl:is'd by the Magiftrate 
chen, upon notorious Otfenders~ be not unlawfu~ 
tho' it procecJ from that Corruptioll of Nature 
Which was occafioned by adhering to the V oice of 
Satan; neither is that which may enfue upon a Na~ 
on's defending themfelves againft thofe who have 
turn'd Rebels to God an(l Nature, "unlawful, tho~ it 
occafionally proceed from that Corruption of Nature 
which w.as occafioned by adhering to the Voice of 
~atan, when they cannot efcape their Yiolence by 

E 3 any 
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any othtr Methods. "-hoevt".r aittns ~ Jan~ 
muft by a Parity ofRdoo maiuuID tM furmer. 

WHEN L'-e r. &y~ & It is not from the d~ 
C ntt fallen Light of Nature dut Argummts att to 
C be drawn for the Fo.11Ilarion and Etl:ablifh~nt of 
~ Chriftian Principlrs; , he faY' juft nothing at all 
to the Purpok. For we draw our ~i\rgum(P.t5 lOr 
dbbIifhing our DoClrjn~, not from th~ ccg~cntr, 
fallen LightofNatuIT, but from that eterr.3l Law of 
Righteoufuefs, vlhicb is as immutable as God iUm
f~ and oonfequentl f he is neither fallrn nor degea' 
~, as I have fhewn above. K or moreover do we 
allow the Pointin~eftion to beaChrifti2nllrinciple. 
~ far from it~ that we have !>TOv'd it to be a l~
ople of the Law of !\ ature ; - :md that :"lot from tilt 
degenerate fallen Light of N at\ltt~ as the Y. lovtl 
~ fpeak, but from klt:evident Propofitions, and 
Fa&; recorded in Holy ,V cit*. 

BVT, which I.lakes work for him ftiU~ this is not 
the V's Meaning. - By Chriffi3ll Principl~, for the 
Fonnation and Eftabj~.ment of Wllich, he la\~ &-

. - ~ 

guments. are not !O be drawn from th~ ,d~9emr, 
fallen Ligh~ of Nature, we are to ulll'!erft3hd the: 
Principle he ii pleading for, riz. the II nlaw~ 
ofDefenfive War; that this is his Meaning afvem 
nom the 'V ords immediately foJlov.-ing ; .' N eithtr 
C are any from it of any \\-eight in OppofitioQ 
c themo_ ' Now this is a 1hamdefs begging the 
Q!Jeftion; for we are 10 f.rr from allowing him his 
Principle, or granting it to have any Foundation ia 
the Chriftian Religion, tha: we deny it to have an, 
f'oundation in N arure-; and till he produces bend' 
Arguments in fupport of it, than any we have ree. 
yet, we think we 1hould wrong the Truth were we 
to do otherwife. 

T HE next PatTage of this y. that feems to aJFeCl 
eny general Dodnne, is Page J 5. of his Anfwer i 

\y~ 
• Sec 6rft ParI. - . 
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wh~~, af[C'T h;lVil'g ~~a(~j tk!~ \'''ords of his 
At!,\-t .. rfan'. ' \\ ar "';LS :..l",·t\:i U'it~er the Old Tefta-

• 
~ mtrt r)!I~nl::l:on, -Ull: tlltl\:t()~ it is Ja\\ fu) undrr 
, L'le ~l'\\", ~ ;:l~ j:'\.~, , Let us fl.~ flOW this en.-aordina-

• 
, rv Inte~nce \\;~i Iloltl in otilcr Cafes; Bumt-oJfer-.. 
'~;~gs, Sacrifins, 3Jlll Cirrurncif.l()n, were lawful 
, ull\kr th~ Old T dl.lf1lcnt DifpcrJarion~ ~ they 
, tllcrl~j~)lt: fl) now?' 

Jl~"..iu"ff. But tIle 1~ .. {hOllld confider there -:ares 
ar~ r.O\\-iJ~ ll3.rall~l. Bumt-otflrir.g~, SacriIi\:e5 and 
C:rcuml.-i::u!l, \;. .. ~ typ:c-.u of the Gofpd Difj>enfa .. 
rif)r.~ and ,,-'- re to ~~ie of" courte ,,-hen that was e
fi~d)i!:j1C-\.~. ·rh~y \;'~re }-larts of the CcreJDonial 
Law ~ ":.\ \~h W.lS to continue eply ~ll the coming of 
c ...... · '} ·· .. 1 La· .. R =~rll: .. ~ '\'~:~.) \ .. -as:o ~t,-it~ijlJi a ne'v VI- m Its ooma 
'1 bs who:t' l ... ii!x:rl::t;oil W;lS nlade up of Types 
a:l~! S;\:lt!O\· ... 5'! "acrcot' Chrifl ~-as the Subftance ; 
b.;t \\~ !l{'~' C~.rifr canll~~ th(ie all nccelfar'Jy ~~ifhed : 
'l~i::' ~ ~:,--:ture btil:g !inilh~, there was no farther -, ?~ ~ ;:,~ of" tlle r(}l.Jg!l DrJllght~· But with relation 

""" ... 
t() a r'l'\'l~~;lry Scit:Ldence, th~ Caf~ is very diffe-
~nt; !i- (~~!S "-,\S la\\·f-.J} under tIle Old Teltament~ 
b)· \' inuo:.- of the Ll\v of K :ltun- (as I have proved 
it \\-.IS ~ i~ muit )ik~\llife be Ja\\iUl under the New i 
r.ot ody iA.(':t!f~ there is no PIttl'pt th(-re prohibiting 
it, but h..,'cauic dIe Grounds an{l Rea.ic.ns thereof are 
the Vf.ry f;U:1C now they were tilen. Sacrifices and 
Circumcifion are not to be ufed n<;>w, becau1e tJlere 
is no (k~afion f~r tllcm; t·~!t t-here is ~ great Occa-: 
U{)O fOr Det~nfive \\. at ~ ;.'~~er tht7"i! \\-cb; fo tha~ 
~tis e,wi(!ent t!lC Cafes art· ;~~t ;'&!ralJel. The Y. add~ 
, But we are f.uth~r toL:, it ~~~ ct!rtain that God ap
& proved of, and ~PPOllitt:d his l)eople ~o make \V at 
, under the Law of .... ~1o.ltS, and by the nl0ra! Law. 
~ The fixth COllullandn:Clit dodl undoubtedly im
, ply a Iawfui v..- ar j for if we muft not kill othe~ 
, much le1s !)urfeJves; and if we Inuit 113\r~ no 
, Hand in our own Death, we muft defcun our 
~ E ~ ~ Lif~ 
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4 Life againft unjuft Violence, which fometimes c~
~ not be done without 'A~ar. Now the b~cfred Jt:lus 
C never came to deftroy the mOi.il Law of N atun', 
& but to fulfil it.' To which he replies, 'A pofi~ 
& rive Precept is made to imply its dir~d Rl~Vcrft-; 
C A Command not to kill, is implied to authorize 
~ killing.' - Here we have another Specimen of his 
Learning and Candour. In the firtl Phce he fpeaks 
Nonfenfe in Grammar; and in the f~contI Jle gro!lY 
mifreprefents his Ad\rerfary, and abufes his Rt:ader ~ 
by putting foch a Conftru&on ~n his \V ords, as 
they will by no Means admit of He has no where 
raid, that a Command not to kill, is implied to au
thorize Killing; nor can any Thing like it be fairly 
inferred from his \\7orlis. · This is a forced and t-:dfe 
Conftruffion, -of the V's own framing; GIld if it is 
an Abfurdity, he mutl: a.~wer for it .. 
- HIs' Ad!erfary, I dare fay, never imagined that 
the ftXth Commandmeilt forbids all Killing, but on .. 
Jy aU Killing that is Murder. And .if he-thinks fo, 
what Opinion Q1Ufi: he haye Qf Magiilrates, lfjX'Ci': 
~y thofe~ of his own Friends,· '~rll() make I~O :110re 

Scruple to kill in their \Vay than others do? In or
der therefore'tQ d9 Juftice ~o his Adverf~, he 
ought to have put his \V ords in their true Light, 
and then they would have run thus ; As the Sixtli 
Commandment forbids· Murder,' it neceffarily im
plies an Authority or Right to kill in a lawful \1\' ar. 
And this is fo "far from being an Ab(urdity, . that I 
hope it will appear to be an evident T -uth. That 
the Sixth Commandment implies a Defenfive \Va.
(and the Author of the Sermon nieant no other) I 
prove thus; 
. IF by Virtue of this Command it be a Sin to de

ftroy myfdf, it mufi: by the Terms be a Duty to
preferve myfelf; and if it be my Duty to preferVc 
myfdt~ it mull: likewife be my Duty to defend my
fdf againft Jaw!eis y.olence, when I cannot fecure 
. . ~ 



D E FEN SlY E 11' A R. 55 
II1Y own Pref~Qn ~ife; and if it be my 
puty to dcfemi myf~' ag.llnft ]aw]efs ViolPJlCe'. 
\\·hcn I C3llnQt k.~e my 0\\"0 Prefen-ation other~ 
wife, it muft be m)' Duty to do it by fuch Means. 
and in fuch a ~Iarul~r, as ,,~thout which I cannot 
poHibly effett it ; and if I cannot poffibly effea it 
\\ithout Deft·nfive \\·ilT~' it ('Uloot be unlawful to 
tng.tge ill it. . But to bri.qg the Argument dofa 
fiill; If by Virtue of thisCOlnm~nd, it be aSin for the 
MagifiTate to deftroy his S~:efts, it' muft by the 
T t:rms, as well as by V lftUe of his Ofu, be his 
Duty to protcll: them; and if!t be his Du~ to pro
feCt them, it mw1: be his Duty to defmd ihem a
gainft alllnjufrice and \Vrong. and jfit be his Du
ty to defqId them againft all r~iuftice and W TOng, 
it muft be his Duty to do it by fudl Means. and iri 
futh a Manner~ as without which it C"..nnot pofiibly 
be done; and if it cannot pofJibly be done without 
oppofmg Force to Force, 'in the Ufe of carnal '\: ca
fans, it cannot be unlav.iuI in hun to ufe th(:fe 
J.,lear:s. Nay fo far is it from being unlawful, tlla; 
by Virtue of this Command~ it mull: be his indifpen
fible Duty to ufe fuch l\fe~· wlll:Jl th~ Prekrvari
on of r~ innocent Subiecls cannot be· fecured with
O~t them.' Every M~e then heirg bound by 
VUtue of this Command, not only to abftain from 
murdering his Su~j~ but to uJ~ all poffable Mt:an5 
~r prdervir.g their Lives, Liberri~ and Ptoper. 
tIes; he is hkewifc bound bv vinue of this Com
mand to engage in a Defenfnpe "Taf, when tlns is 
Pte orJy Mean left in his Power for effeCting th& 
~aluable Pucpofes i unldS it can be. made appear 
rhat foch a War is e..~relly prohibited by a Gofpd 
Precept ; which, as I have fhewn above, cannot be 
~ne. From all which we conclude that the SIXth 
Comma.,dlDalt doth undoubtedly imply Defcnfivc, 
~Var. . 

TH, , . 
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TR"£ 1'. furthtt ades, 'I would now afk~ is the 

• mor.d CODlIIWld, rr_"1 116' li~ heft fuJliII'd 
& or kqlt by undttftanding the GOfjx-1 to furbid 
• \\"ar, or to allow of it?- To which I anf~!~ by 
afking another ~ellion, Is the mor.d Com~. 
flNntjMh .. 1 b~ bdt fulfiU'd or kept by un~(T .. 
fbmding t.\e Gofpd to forbid aU capiw .tunifhmcnts, 
or to allow cf!.~? to furbid MJg:tlncf~ Oi toal
low of:t? Is the moral Comm3Od~ rrba lh4lJ ." 
G'\.YI, heft fulfill'd or kept by thof~ who unc.lcr
ftand the Gofpd to forbid C!ultli2r.5 to labour fOr 
~ l\leat that paifhcths to tak~ no ]'hought for 
Food 3Ild Raimolt, not to lay up Trcaju~ upon 
Earth, ESc. or to allow of th& Things? But the 
y. bdOtt ~ ~ give a rlirn."l: Anfwa- to his ~-f
JiM, mut! expi3in 1m T crms, and tell us what he 
nleallS by II'iIr i if ~ ~ by t.1Us l'erm. a law" 
IdS Att3Ck upon innocent M~ we anlwer ~ The 
moral Prcttpt, ~ plt _I kills is beftfulfilkd 
bI underibntiWg the Gofpd to fcrbid it. but if by 
this Tenn he ~ a nttdl3ry Sdf-dder.:e ag3inft 
Jawlds V~ we anfwef. It is bdl fulfilled by 
underftanding the ~fpd to allow it. Na1~ to un
derftand the Gofpd to tOrbiJ W ar i.Il the latter Scnk, 
and all accordingly~ when there is a Nc."l:~mty for 
fuch a '\~ar, is to far from being the beft: Way to 
fulfil this Commmd. that in the ~f agiftrate it muft 
be: a grob Violation of it. The heft \Vay to fuliiI 
the moral Command, 'f1HntjbMt., h~ would be ' 
for all Men to underftmd the Gofpd to forbid ~ 
Kinds of Injuftice and \\-rong, and to act according· 
Iy; and yet it doth not follow that the ~1agiftnte 
afu contrary to the Gotp.lm punifhing E vil-doen, 
who do not conform to Gofpcl Rules; fa far from 
~, that h~ is bound by virtue of the Gofpd fo to 

do, this being one main End of his Office : So thac 
~crc ~ '0 ,qufc or ~ it, he would aa ~ 

rt 



D EFENS1YE II'AR. 57 
ry to this IIlOI'al I.aw ~ which Chrift came not to de· 
ftroy, but to fulfil. 

As to ~ JI~S foUo-IDg 'Vord~ C Whae there 
c ~ ~ ot' thok who take it in its firft Smk fIain. 
& an- th~ not many Thoufands of ~ ~ kill"d 
C in the Praditt of F wghring?' I ~ by afking 
another ~:f~ \\.~ one of~ thok M joQk'd 
upon Cl' .. -ilo..wnty as a cunni.~ devis'd Fable have 
fulfrr' d~ have not many Thoutmds been flain in 
maintaining it to be the l)o~t'T of God unto $a1vat!
on? \\ -h~rr ~ is ~ ot- thole who t3kt it in ita 
firft ~~f~~ futfe~ are tht"fe not many Thoufands 
of the Jatt~r mart\T~d in the ProiciIioo· of ~ Go£-

• 
~l? Is it thttt .. tore wrong to t'.1kc (hriftianity !n t.'M: 
lattu Senfe? And bdides. that to few ot- thok who 
tak~ it in the firll SenJe~ are flain~ may rafil, be ac
count~ for ; ~y ~ like Sol6~1!'s prdd~'lt Mm • 
• ho fORJ«ing the Evil, hidrs ~.i.wntd£ Let the 
Publick fmk or fwim, tht-y take Care to keep them
~lvt"S out of Harm's \\ ay; they have learnt Co 
much of the "=ikiom of the Scrpent~ as not to ~x
pofe ~J"dvts to VJOlmce anJ Si3ughrn-, 10 long 
~ ~~ are other ~.lve ~Inl Olough to fcreal them 
from the Danger; w 00, lik~ tOme among the pri
mitive C~ fttm to invite ~ as boidJy u 
othen fnolkingly {hun It ; being as zealous fOr their 
Country~ as they were for their Rdigion: So that 
& t.fan muit have a giXXl Command of" his T eI1l

pcr~ that can keep his Countmanc.~ in reading 
tbek \V ord~ inftead of being conville d by them~ 
~\t the Sixth ComrnandJnent is heft fulfill'd by 
tho.fe who underlland the <i9fpd to forbid Dden
five War. 

~ MORAL Prtttpb (faith the Author- oftbe &1"-
• moo) are grotmded upon i.,variable Equity., upon 
.~ the N~-Jre and Reafon of Things, and thadore 
• cannot be alttted.· To which the Y. replies. 
~ Can any Min poAibly tbmk that V,r;r is Part of 

4 the ... 
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, the moral UW l7 Upon which I remark: I 
know Nobot~y that ev~r faid (0, ~.;~. that \\·ar 
is a Part of the DjOral Law. I have prov'd in the 
firft Part of this T~de~ that a neceJral]~ Sdf·de
fence againft lawldS Violence is a DiCtate of the 
Law 01' Nature, of which the raoral Law is a 
Tranfcript; but neithei- I pot the ,1. of the S. have 
fo much as infmuated that it was a llart of that Law, 
but only a Duty mUlling from it~ and imply'd in 
the Precept, crhtnt jiNJJ al bll. I have prov' d like
wifc~ that as a necdfary Sdf-d~f~ 26.ir.ft a fo
reign Enemy, was undoubtedly lawful under the 
Old T dlament, it mull: be equally 10 under the 
New. became Lite Grourllis and Realons are the 
fame, pnldS it can be made appear, that Chritl hath 
by a..q exprcls Law prohibited it. ;Apd I affirm, in 
antwer to the ~n, that tho' it be rio Part of 
the ~al Law, yet it is a Difrate of it, and a ne-
cdfary Duty mulling trom it., and therefore will e
ver be lav.1w while there is a N ecellit)· for it, un
lcb we can fuppofe: that God will r.:veI1:: the Law of 
Nature, which is as immutable as his own Being. 

The Y. farther adds, , No"p tiaith the Sermon) 
~ if the Almighty bas approved 'of \Var fonnerly, 
~ and there is ftill the fame N ecefity ot- it under the 
: Gofpd Diipenfation as befOre~ it will follow that 
~ it is equally lawful Ttt)w. It is abfurd -to fuppo1C: 
£ that the bldfed God, who is infuUte in Wifdom. 
~ and qnalterable in his Nature, would detrrm" 
c contrarily at different Periods c.f Tim~ conce..rn
, ing a Cafe that ~ fubftmtia1ly dle fame.' 

To which he re~ ~ If this M~uler of Argq
C iIlg proves any Thing~ it proves Offcnfive \V 3! 
c as lay.ful as Defenfive. God i.pprov'd of the Ij
, ,«lills taking away the Polfeffions of many Nan-
, OIlS, he commanded them to deftroy {Orne uttef
~ Jy; u it therefOre equally lawful to do fo noW. 
! wl~ we have his CQlumaec1 or not? Tho 

~ .. - Waf . ~ 
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, \V ar that he approv'd of formerly, was l."!lderta
, ken by his Counfel and DireCtion.' Upon which 
I remark.. That the Y. mifreprefents his Adverfary 
here againi when he fays, • He commanded them 
& to ddlroy fome utterly ;' whereas his Adverfary 
doth not 10 much as infmuate1 thro' the ,,-'hole Pa
ragrap~ that God commanded W u, but only that 
he approv'rl of it: So that the W ~r the Va IDftan
ath in .. is not a ftmilar Cafe. God's approving of 
rome VtTar formerly, whi~h he did not command, 
is the Author'sArgument,aJ,d is all thatwas necelfa
ry to infer his Condufion, ~iz. that Defenfive W ar 
is lawful under the Gofpel. But to gclih the Afient 
of his ;3Dorant Readers, the Y. puts iilch Words in 
his l\dverJary's Mouth, as will heft fuit his own 
T·um, and then -.exults as if he had the better of the 
AI gument. & God commanded the ljrlJt/ilts, fays 
, he, to deftroy fGme utterly, ~ it therefore equally 
, lawful to do fo now. ?' Which ~eftjon is quite 
im~rrinent, as being grounded on a falk Suppofi
tion, as if his Advedary had faid, 'If the _~ighty 
has commanded \\"ar tormerly~ &c.' whereas lle 
fays no fuch Thi~.~: His Words are, ~ If the Al~ 
• mighty h:&s a:Jprov'd of War formerly, &c.' He 
likewife reprefents him as arguing in Defence of War 
wichout Diftinaion, which is another Specimen of 
his Candour: Whereas he is arguing only for the 
La\~-fulnefs of Defenfive ¥.T ar, as is evident ,from the 
Tide and whole Tenor of the Sermon; and which 
tbis Y. could not be ignorant of. How then he 
could fay, ~ That his l\1anner of arguing~ if it 
& prov'd any Thing, would prove Offenfive War 
, as lawful as Defenfive1' can rever be accounted 
for to his Credit: For 'tis eVident to every Body 
that can difcover a true SyllogWn ii-om a hare-fac'd 
Sophifm, that it is otherwife. 

THE Author's Words reduc'd into _Form (the 
beft W ay to detea falfe Reaioning) will nand thus, 

If 
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If the AlmightY has approved of Defenfive War 
for~y, becaufe it was a neceffary Means under 
Divine Providence to proteCt innocent Men from 
the lawlefs Attacks of' toreign Enemies; . DefenJive 
War was undoubtedly lawtul, becallfe he can ap
prove of nothing that is not fo: But Defenfive \Vat 
15 as neceffary, in the I-Iand of Divine Providence; 
to proteCt innocent Men trom the lawlefs Attacks 
Gf for~ign Enelnies, under tIle Gofpel Difpenfation; 
as it was fOrlIlerly, ergo 11etenfive lvVar is lawful un
deT the Gofpel. .But if what the Y. fays l~ truet triz • 
.. That the A's Manner of arguing proves Offen-
five War as la\vftll as Defenfive,' his Argument re
duc'd into Forln, ,viII ftanti thus; If the Almighty 
has approv'd of Detenfive 'Var formerly, bec au fe 
it was nfceffary, &c. Defenfive \\:rar was then law
ful; but Det--cllfive War is as neceffary un(lcr the 
Gofpe1 as formerly, therefore Oftcniive v\~ ar is law
ful under the GofpeI. Here is a COllclufion interr'd 
that is not to be found in the i Jrenliies. Tile Sub-
jCl.'t of the Premifes is, War DeJenJh.:e, the Subject 
of the C~nclufion is, TYar O.ffe;1jive. 

Suppofe the Vindicator werL to argtle in Defence 
of Divine Revelation, tIl US. If" God Almlghty ap
prov'd of Revelation formerl)', and there is frill the 
fame N eceffity of it now t it will follow, that it is 
equally lawful now. And fuppofe fome one fhould 
reply, this Manner of arguing proves Jtidaifm as 
lawful as Chriftianity : God con1manded the Jews 
to keep Faits, and obferve HoJy-days, to offer Sa
crifices, and wor1hip in the T P.ll1ple; is it therefore 
equally lawful to do fo now, whether we-. have 
God's Command or not·? How would the Y. like 
this Manner of arguing ? Would he allow that the 
Argument (proving Divine Rc-vrlacion to be lawful 
now, from the Divine Approbation of it formerly) 
proves JMdaifm as lawful as Chrii'danity? Or the 
,Temple Services II the fpiritual W &dhip of the ~ ... ~ 

- . led: 
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It!' Meetings? Would he not think it his Duty to 
tvipe off fo foul an Afperfion; by deteCl:ing and ex
pofing the Sop~jfuy and F allhood of his Adverfary~ I 
Reafoning, and proving his own to be right,. if not 
mifreprt:fcnted? which he Inight do, thus;· If the 
Almighty has approv'd of Revelation formerly be
caufe it was Jleceffary to teach f' le~ their Duty more 
clearly ~ & (. it follow$, that it was lawfol ; but there 
is the fame Neceffity now for Revelation there Wal 

formerly; wgo Revelation is now lawfuL This 
would be a fair Conclufion from the Premifes~ and 
the only one which in Truth could be inferr'd from 
them. How would he then like to be told; No, 
this is not the true Inference from your Argument ; 
the true Inference from your Argument is, Ergtl 
JutitJijm, and the whole 7ewijh Ritual is now law
ful. N ow this would be juft fuch Meafure as he 
metes to his Adverfary on this Point. The native 
Inference frOID his Adverfary's Premifes, as I have 
{hewn, is this; Ergc Defenfive War is lawful un
der tIle Gofpel. But the Y. tells him DO, the Infe
tence from his Argument is this; Ergo not only 
Offenfi ...... e War, but filch as was that againft the Se
ven Nations, is now la,vful. F or your Manner of 
arguing, fays he, not only proves Offenfive War, 
but fuch a \V ar as that which the ljratliles made 
upon the Seven Nations at G(xl's COIfLrnand, as 
lawful as Defenfive. 

THE Author's Argument being thus clear'd from 
the P's falfe Reprefentation, the infulting ~eftion, 
Is it therefore equally ltlwfullo do 10 1IOflJ, whelhtr WI 

hll7Je his CfJ1IJIIIana or nol' which he propofes with 
ruch an Air of Victory, fuamefully recoils upon 
him1eIf, as being no ways inferrable from the .Argu
ment of his Adverfary, but is the meer Creature of 
his OWl) Invention. 

, THE War, fays the Y. that he appro"ed .of 
! fQl'Qlcrly i was undertaken by hia Counfel aud 

. , Dj • 
•• 
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& Dirtffion,~ H~~ we h3ve a.'loth~ S~, of 
"is SophlllT}·. \\~h3t tioth h~ me-m by tk IIIrr 1 
Th!~ rropofition.. tho· 11t~rally ~~ yet is nodung 
1\.' his Purpok ; which is to prove that God never 
af prov'd of a.'lY. \V ar ~ut what was undenakm 
by his Counle) :lnti Dirr5mn .. ~ IYIlT .. if it em 
mean any Thing, mutl me.m t~ \~ar with the ~
~ Nations; ·and this r:o doubt C"7Od approv'd of, 
becat:fe he tommL'lded it ; but what is this to t~ 
Purpofe of cor-furing hiS A~v~:rld.r-~" .. orpruving taU 
his .i\fannrr of~ an!tlir.~ Tl~'~~ l'~~!liiv~ '\~ar 3S 

~. '-- I 

lawful as Ikfcnfivta ? Doth :t ft l ;!\.l\\9:- tt}2t br-c-~u!f 
God approv'd of this p;u-tict!i:rr \\-M w~!ch wes ur.. 
dmakm by his CO~~lund.; t;l.l£ h~ nt"v~r a!'i-~v·d 
f)f my that was U~dl·rtJk~n \V!{~l~~:! hi~ Cll:nm;!.Y)t.i ?_ 

By no ~teans. If the "". h;ld in[\.'!ll!~d to pr(\"~e ~y 
t-Itde \\r ord!~ that il!S .. -\l!'~t.·ri:'rv·' ~!-b1:1C'r of" 2~-. -
ing prov'd iilch a \\" aT a.., th..1t a5-1'!l~ rhe Seven Na-
riOllS as lay,iUI as aneft"nli\~e ;·whK'h ~t:" \1{ot;ld f'3;n do 
if pc!lihle) he them!!.! ha\:-e f("lfm' d them thus ; 
Whatev~r War God approv'J ot-tt~r~~r!y, \\":IS un
derr-~en by his C omnl:md~ or ill his own ~llivoc~
ring \Jjords~ IJy his C'I!l".fo/ twa nir(!Ji~n- Then he 
would have faid fomething to his Purpot~; ro"Ukl he 
have prov'd it, an(l mtght h~lve told th~ \\Y orlll with 
a much better Grace, the&( his .:-\i!V~r1ary'~ .Mannrr 
of aIb"'11ing prove!. Offenfivc \A:~ ar as 13\\fu l, as Oe:~:1-
five. But if" h~ cannnt do this, the leaf\: Anolle!nm 
he can make~ for ab\.fing his Author, and impoting 
upon the \V orld evident F alfhoods inltead ofTrmhs.. 
is to beg God's Pardon, and confefs his Igno!"an('e; 
or elfe frankly own the true Reafon of fuch wretdd 
~bbling and Preyaricarion~ 

BUT to clear this Matter turther ftill~ I will no
prove, for this Y's Convittion, or Confutation, from 
two Inftances. that the Almighty approv'd of fo~_ 
,W 11'1 formerly ~ which were not undertak~ by hit. 

Com-
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I~ .. nla·Jl" \\-.Jr Ui~:l the ti>ur King5 t'Or ~o~aing 
hi\ i~~\l\-~~l f-ri~n,j anti ~'"~j:rfin311 ut; \v:lich tho' 
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~ i."<. !i1;! ~\lil~l, :\' . .1 0;1 til~ t:tnl," 1>riJril-1)-:S of Reait)fi 
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.. ,.. .. ,,, I' - .. .. . 1 1 • 1" ·nft 
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~ ri:," \-Iu;,,:~~;t." of.- a la"ll-Is !n'\-~Il"r, ht~ m.iy ctrtain
, i~" l~llt!\.· .. i\-·~ll' ~o R"Co,r~r \\-h-lt J.as been b)- 311y 

~ kii)\.i ot- \-:ulel'h:i.· or \~ill.liny t~\:cn from hinl ; for 
, ~, tIle })o.\-(:r to t;lk~ any thi!lg frOnl 3...tlother, 
, gi.-,-s no R~~lt to it, it follo~~, t:lat the Right 
~ to t!':lt ,\"I1Kll h3S bt~11 taken from its Owner, a
, ;:UJut i1;S \\·iil, ~111aifiS fiill \\1P!lCCC it was i he 
, ... ., 1 11 - h- I t..... be h· h :l:..i)· ! t :. _ tru ~}- Ceii It ~s, :in\. : It '- l~ e may 
, liie it ~~ hi,,, ,,-flich it- he who t()ok it :lVlay. or an)~ 
, (_ht r, l!l:!ll hin,:t:f }~:nl froIn l101ng, (hat Man is 
, t ~~n i~:'f:" [:1:: _-\R.~r~ilor, :!lId the Owner d,leS b!lt 
, . ' T l - '" • .. 1 l - I" , \\"hi h R r • .f .. j ..... "!'''''l 'to ,'... \\- -,) .. ,- "IS . C n:lll"\~ '- .. \. ':...!: ... ; :.".; ,. " .. ~ •• \'l 'h,&.,.' & .. \.:. ___ &,-
- ,.... I 'J 'C·',.' .1· . -.L.-.. 1 t':; l), !'l~ ~!tli alY \.. (.') l:lt." al\.." () ..... 7IJTiIUlQI, WJ}O 

nl .. :,L: \'''Jr ilpoil tri~l:" ~ings \\-it!l no other View 
t_it (,; r~.:(,};F~r .1 ,!,J;irt of his own Family, it will 
;n~\, .. r:l~[ t~l:S \\'~lS i:l E~1~~1: a DlfeJlfivc \Var. Alld 
S~ .. ;;:·!J~if:"i:!: frith, 'That Koltion m:ly juftly by 
, --\rn~'i tA, a:~:!ii:t~~~!, ,,;hie!} lilal1 negieCt either to 
, }.~!~; J1 till:r l)\;-n S!J::~ll-t:-ts t~.>r J I~iuries by them 
, ~ ." I" 1 b L" \._t~:~ ... , or tv r ,"!li;fl- t:l:lt \V~llCll y r orcc was ta-

t ,.. t.. • 1 J- b ' C ... , ~,,·.l ,~\\.~\.~ ':\11\.1 r~liS \V:lS luI ~.lbr{l tUn s aJe. 
~ ~. 

Xow .1IJr.lh:1111 hJ.l! no !~'t'Ci;U CommiHion from God 
fJ u;aJLrtal~c." tillS \\-~r': 1 It:r~' \\~as 110 Divine Coun-
12 I~or Dir.:~ti(;:l out 01- t!l~ Orl1Uljry Courfe of" 
Pro\'!d~nct; ;!lid yt"t it was approv" li of by God, 

.. ,...... , IT 1 I ' - I 1. I as aI)t),:~lrs -~z-oln ('r1,-- I :J. .:"lCI{f'.);jefli.CCK, v.,- 10 Wl~ 

Prit'ft of t!:: moil Iligh (;od, bltttl<.·d God tor the 
y;(~.)ry; \\ hidl, h:ld the Vndertaking lx'en unlaw
fuJ, J,~ c~:rt~liJlil:" \\"oulJ not htl\·e JOI1C . . 

1·' 2. 1 \ ~ () 'r · { E !l 
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2. ANOTHER Inftance ot- tl1c like N atllre \\ge 
h:lv~ in E.'I((,d!IS xvii. 9. There we find how Jll()/ts 
ccmr.:andcd the J./raf!ita to tl~ht the .·.i::drtilts in 
their own Deter.c~, who wit~1 ~rm~j Yloknce op
pos'd their Paf~lge into t!l::: L~nd of tdl:a,ZII; anJ it 
doth nct appf:lr that in t~!S he (oniult~d Cod :It all. 
No\v here is ar.ct!1(-r lnitan:'~ (;f a \\ ar t~'..lt \\"'as faot 
u:1:iertaken by God's Counl'tl an\.} Li~rt (rion, 
amI yet was approved of b}r hii~, as we l:am 
from Veric 14. '/l/id tbt Lcrd /:1.d- :mff) JfcfrS, 
~'ri!e this fer {i _:~ lti!10r;-c! i1! a i;~ck, n:3ll,·eIJta1·re it in 

J - J 

the Ears of ](/hlla. -1"'i1at th'_l~ \\- :!rs \\rere agr~~clb:e 
to the La\\: uf ~at11re, i~ c\"'ldent frclni ,h.neC', that 
God approved of them, tho~ ulk~\:rtak .. ~n with
out his ()e<. !al Comrr.and; for he can no more ap
prove of any thmg co~trary to this, than he CaIl 

-change llis o'·~-n B\.i~g, ()r take a \, .. ay· all DifiinC'tion 
bel.\!~-en I~orll GCOl1 and E,;l. 'fhings \\"hich are 
morally ~ \'11 (and fuch are ~ll Tl1ir:gs contrary to 
the La"1 of-~ ature) can never be a!1 Object of'DI
vine .:\pprobatio!i, but n1uft nectlf~ril}? be conl~em
ned by? lliITI ; the eter!1al aI1U necefiary Rectitutie of 
his :, atllre rtauires it. l"hef~ \\: ars wtre Defel1llve, 

1 

or Cfant(!ln,,:z/l:f, as I oLftr,"~(1 a~ove ; t~l~ 1~1ttcr \\'35 

t~nt!enal:'cn by tIle lfi"oe!i·!tj to l:et~lld thi .. ll11~ Iv~s 
froln t!le \Tiolence of &!11 I'~r.\"111 \T, t!iat by l~'orce of 

~ . 
Arms oppos' d th~lr l"a:~:lL~:c Ult() th.cir OVin L~ailli ; 
the former ~\~as un(1crtJ.l~~.a11 by ~i!J"c'!l)a:;J, to rccove~ 
llis d:ftr·~1s' <.1 F'riend allt1 1::~r:f!11an, ~!I1~! Ilis n11f~ r~ble 
f"'all1ii)T, from a Ia\\P]~ is J~:n~·nj}·, t!l::t i~a~~ takell tl1em 
C3.pti\re~. No,v if' [lICll a \\ ar \\"(1S IJ.'-\-illl t~ltn (as 
appears it was) th"'r~ hing t'.e fame t\ccdlity !li!l 
for Sclf-dt:ft·r.cc, it \\"i]l ic)lio ~r, t! lat ~l'lt-(iet~4r(e is 
(;Gually bwtul now, uIIlefs a La·.v of the Gofpd 
can be pro,; uc' (1 ,\,ll!C 11 eXF'r\."\:'!y tC'rl)i(ls it. 

'1 "H £ It E IS a !!1~:ni~ it I .. ! r!~rt~Cc oct\ .. " \'t"n GOll' s atr 

proving th,)fe \'. Cirs tli;it were undcrtak<. n by good 
Lvlcn, having no otlu.:r \" arrant tor !iJ domg tnan 

cile 



6· 
~ 

the bare U\v of X ;lttjre ; and thofe that were un-
dertak~n by his fi),-'ci~J COliullanll. "i~he firtt \\-er(! 

underl&:'!'-Cn becauJi.: they ,vere agreeable to the La,v 
of l' ature, antl"(~d,-~r.t to all pofitive Precepts 
whatfoever, and therefore were approv~d of by 
Go(l; but the ~ . ttt:r were onl}r lav.fUl becaufe God 
CO!11nl:m~~ed th~in. He being the abfolute Sov~
r~ign of r!le l":mv'--rle, and the rightful Proprietor of 
aH his Cr:.,·~tur::~, 1113Y jUiHy t!ijl1ofe of thenl t~ 
\\"llO~ll, an:~! ii1 Vr-h;.lt i\'lanner, he p!eat~·s. 'Tis true 
God cartflot lliJfolvc the Obiigatioll ()t- the precellt1ve 
La;~l ut-Nattl!"e, cr change the Natures of " Good and 
E6''':!. For alth()' he be onlnipotent, yet we muft 
al\vays ~uPI)ofe llis infinite Power to be cOI~join'd 
\~-!~!l inri!11te Goodnefs, elfe it is no Divine Po\ver ; 
a::d tht>refor~', Poffi malum, non tft poJfo; i. t. It is 
110 l Jo".vcr b~lt \\~ t:akne1s to do Evil·. Neverthelefs~ 
l;,Jd lIlly alt~r t!le Properties of thofe Things from 
\\·1~~·J1ce t11e Retpct1s of Good and Evil do ;efult, 
as in the lj;-,1c!iitS deftroying fOlne Nations utterly, 
an,} taking a,\',;;lY their PolTeffions, which God may 
jUftly do, by Yirtue of his abfolute DOIninion; but 
the Change here is not in the Obligation of the Law, 
b'j~ in the Things themfdves. Murder would be 
an intrinfical E,,·il ftill, but that which was done by 
an ilnl11Cl~iatc and explicit Command from God, 
\\~L~S no Mllrtlcr. I{obbery had been a Sin ftil!, but 
taking Thingi alitnatcd from their Properties by 
(;0:.1 Ililnf~"lt~ v-yas not Robbery. And moreover, 
the Nations upon whom he commanded the lfra
elites to n ~ai~c \\' ar, and deftroy forne of tllem utter
ly, and fi)oil them of their Poffi~ffions, had by their 
\\= ickednc1s forfeited all to the Sovereign Proprietor 
of the whole \Vorld; who might therefore juftly 
take them away by whatever Inftruments he pleafed ; 
and as he thought proper to make Ufe of the lfra
elites for thlt Purpo1e, they did no \Vrong in taking 
away their Poffeffions, and deftroying many of them 

# , 

F l ~ltterly, 
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utterly, ~'-!f: t:!~·: cd U~'\· w!ut God -cmman:iej 
t ' "!"'" ,,-',~ - -1 9";) n" ~, •. " r .. 1 , .. ~ .. J "-.·u: to- \-" i.. lo.~ •• ~ I~, ".1.'-. ~" . _ ~ 't. _., ~''-I ~ ... ~ 11.. _ .1Ilt: •• 

Reb:il: _ r.; \\-n, ~ \l~ !:ld t~, __ . U!12frt ... l:~: ~ :l;\.-~ 3 
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mal1~), aJll: t~ldl l~ .. l'atii~ iil~ C~l l!O llOt:,i'-:~ \\':thout 
Reaion. Bur tlal-n it l:Ol:l not t(.ilJ".~ Ii viII hcn~e~ 
tllat it IS il()t cc'uailv i .. l\\-tul no\\- to fildke lUt.~l a ,\'ar 

• • 
as goo:, i\1t-n under t!l~ Li~l I lft411iLr.£ l·i:, t~f tIle 
un\.!enaking w~ll:n-of they had no other Drr~d:cn 
but the La\\' ot'l\ atur~", ,'.-ilich La'Y,· is full COl1-1111cn 

to US ~"itll m(Jll, anJ tlut fOl' thi$ Reafon ; 8t~au1u 
11

'" 3 [i.e 
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~ fmle Grounds and R~.l::'r~ Ii!btilt now elS :!:,l 
then. Ha\~ the time l.aw t\) l;irt.~:t tiS, an~ bc-

~ 

ins wl(!a the .:nne Oblig.itions. to c.:;:t:-nd o"lrltl,"t~ 
from UDluft '·iol ... 'f)('c~ t(l \\·h~C~l \\ .. c are e<iual~y JiJ
ble~ it rouA: eGn[ qucntlr b~ as ti wfui tor us to 
dc.knd ourl~.h""CS, hl oppolin;; Fv:-\.~~ to torcr, :L~ i;: 
~ for thenl; \mi(~~ :li I ~::::: ~, .. ~~j(}rf\ Chrift b)- an 
txprds PTOCt"pt in tie Gofi~'l h:lS proh:bitt\?t{ it. 

He further 3t.!l~~, ' ~'he lan~~r ! )~rt of' t!l(· P:irl-
~ g:'Jph does r..ot Wong to til~ .:\ rgum~r.t~ llr.1~·:s it 
, is full ~rov~~, eithrT t~!.lt Pt'{~~'!t" :\ l)\V-a-t:::'vs !l~,e 

~ • J 

" the fXiJITfs Corr.:fl1aflt! of Gcd tv bV to \~::Jr :---
~ o· ~L~ .. t h,. h .. --th l .. -.-~ .. ~: ..... : ""\ : '"-"'\ to :~U '1 j-ll '-l ... ·-t"l-nt , Uld •• _ J ~ 1 ,-,"a _l.na,"-"_ ••• ...l.. l':\" _ 1 ~~ & 

c JUl:ge \1t-h\.n it i~ 1uit:l1'~lt", ~"1~! ,~:-I~cn not. ~ 
To ,,·hich I r(FI~;: ·l-li~ hrtt iJart of"' this Re

mark is t:U1~, as iuffci!'r.tly :!i?I'X~rs fron1 \\~:ljt i ~l&iV~ 
J ... .l;d ... ~~V~.. an·-i t~e l~n·r l)~l'-" ;- ,. ~r~ atl,- "r.4-;rn~~d ~ d.l.1\J ~, ",.. ...a. (: .&. ... ".. l~ .1. \.. .. ! ,,,,.l! ~, "A \. \. .. .. 
For I ha'\-e rro~·'ll~ to tht~ CGr .. \-i~~iO:l of ~"\.~ry lm-

... " .. ' R"" .. D"·... \\_.. , , pr lUl"'" l· ~'a"·t-r t"~;" t'·' . 11' .,. " ~wa Ie:: ·'P'rt-I'~·.t .. \. • ..I~ & ,'_ " ...... _-~ , \. a & '- _".... Ih ~I ~ -.&-'- ~~ 

to · the Law of ~. lU:r-:, and nl1t (-ontr J.ry-- t~ thr 
G{"'~' ... -I n ,n\-:t! tl. . ~- i;ro· t!, ~ ,:-- ""Y't' of- ~9"\ ~x· T-r'\.'-S • t!X, a • ( ~,\ ! ~ ... \.. ...... l' ~ ." 0 I! t ,~ , ..... · ~ ". -- ~ I \ 4 ~. \.... _ 

C ·'' G' I' 1 • -'I t'" nll·,n1~"~" ~ l'\~ .~., ...... )'~ \'-;' .... _,. • .~ ,~~~. ,'. ~O'f~ 
.J ... ' ••• & _ .. -...l . 1 'I..... • • L .... • • .. 1 ~ 1 I\. ' , • ~ .. ... '"' • , " 

t ...... :.t "~t,:!~ ~. ,:In to' 7 -}-: ..... 1.' "' .. p· .. ·' .. I:: .. (.- :- :.- ~, .... t; ~9' 11 1:;1 .. 
• • -.&, "- • ....1'- A y I c&.I " .. f l,a" L, .. "". t. .. \.. . I : , __ ~ I" .-,I! h.. .&. ~ 

.. , ........ "" ~ .,. -")' - ... \-
r'" •. f" .. ~ r-l n " l! "., (l- ' • : ~ :"'\-. r .. - • .. ~ " .. - •. - • .. .. .-' n · • \ r )ncr '".t&.' .... , ~-4 ,_ t..~ ... _~ .. l.l ~ ..... ,.\ ,\.1 ~~ __ :'Ol. ,a ,~ , ...... ~ 

~ ~- ~ -
~ ~ · j' · " 't - ' , - ".. " ' • --'O 1 1 
.t l:~~'\:'!~~e s ::r.\.! ... \!li.,f}"" !1i... .. \\'"11, t~ ~i !~il':Cl:rit •. llt.ge 

"'1\tl1 "UL'll a \\"ar I', "-l~J: .. ,~h:, .. -" ~ \' ;'-11 t-·,t -... • J 1 .... J ~ , .... ~.~" ..... ,_ .. _ ~ IV. 

"1' " ,'" I S -." L C nc ';ll:l:110r OJ t 1C crl110t. j~,,~ {,lrttler; , an 
t We t:l:nk theit Go.J wouU appro\'\~ of :my Pra~tice 
~ Jt '!1~1t:-l~;', that \vas cOI~tr~iry to ti.e nloral L\w ? 
C \\. d!, it.1 jufi: \\ O1r wa.c; not contrary to the moral 
Co 1 ~w under the J !" .. t:ijh Ditp;:n1~ltion~ and before it, 
~ \~.-h)" J:10lJlti it be fa no\,' ill the like Circumftances_ 

t' "'-• .... " ". "' 1· h J J" ]" I 1 ~ (1 ~,~c~f!lt}y r J.. 0 \\f:llC t le ". re~) les,' nave 
4. :::r( :ttly obf~rved, that th~ 11lmighty's enjoining 
, :!nli :l~)l)ro'~ing ot'01oDle \\Y~~rs f{)rmcrly, dor~ not 
, Juthoril.t" any \V :-~r5 beg!;:l 3fuJ earned on at the 
.. flll:l'r \\" iiI anci PI(~afure ot-l\Iell. '''fhe like Circum
" :tmccs ofN:.-ceffiry mull be when we have thedi-

, vine 
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, '·!!lC CO·~!r..!.~d .md I")ireEt:on, and no otherwife.' 
\":~;·.:'l Ci .- rv~t:~m hav:ng 1:;,,::'n :i!r?Jdy provf~! to 
b .. ' G:-{.I~ii!: ,;:"'1; ,I:' i i:n~lcrt:!l(r:r, it \\:i~I r.\.lt follow, 
t t~.,~ t: " !.'-" ~ .. _-\ 'l~'- '-C '5 ""t .... ~,-cr-~·-:-'-,· IT''lu'l be ." ....... ~. ~t.~'- '_.:'-. a.i.!·,!.a ~ '.1 .i"- l....~.!ll • .a_ A 

4 

\\<~ -Ii '\\'~ 11:,\·\.- t ~1·.~ " l·;!;le Corr~nla:1J ~d Dir~aioll : 
l ' . )' C..... . 1 .•. Ii: a 1 h .... , ~-.~ ., .. -.! ..... ,. ·l·'C-~ rt "t..-- 1'''''Y mu .,.'. .t e •• L _,..... ..\.,.il._l~- ..... v ~'L\.. .~1 l U"'_, ....: 
Jl\ .... I·n 1~- ."\ .. ll-l . ~:t'· ct .... 1~ro~~tln 7 an ~ p-.1-1:'~~~~v an 
.. .. •• ..,. • I .. t ;" '. ... j.. J _~ -. '-. '- • ~ • J \. t 1 ~ -. & Y at : 0 

ir.!1!~C::l~t i·', c:;~ ... - i~"tJln t~,._~ '·iC·!t:JiCe of a l-1\vl, is In-
&. 

V,!,-:~:r.. ·;':·i ~ \\-.!S t~~.: Groun,i of tflofe \\: ar3 \\·hich 
w·'r~· l·:""""l~·'''!·· ,- 'rr!~ ~ o~ h- r ,-rool i\l' ·"tten t"'·l'·'Ol"'t a-~" _ ...• " •• , '\. ... ~ .. ". ~. J ..... .,.Y., J . ~,. 

r·· '''X-'\f t: ( "\'~"\n"-~~ : I!"'''nm (.,·u' 1 an,t'" y t apP"ov'd .'J ~·r .• ,:) ,-U\J; l~_',,-. l\..i ,., - '. -

of ~);. !~il!l~ 'Y-;lit'~! i3 ~ill in,-i:11)u~able 'r eiliinony that 
t:"':."7 · .. ~ ... ~r~ IJ.\\t-tul ; aJ1J tIle f~r!1~ Grounds and Rea
tt)rtS ~:,Qfiitl:. =; frill, th~ 1:1:ne l.Jr:!ttice muft be lawful -tt!i:, U:~i\.·i$ ;lil Lx~)r(fs L;:.w or" God can be proJuc'd 

t - • 1" ~ 1 G ,. I h' b- ~ 11 1 Fr:O);~:,'-:ilji:g It. 11~t t&~e O:l)~ pro~ 1 Its cu uruaw-
f~! -- '.: "r:~l ~ it l~OCS all oth\.'r un1.1wful At1ions, we 
re-a- 'iiy· gr=tnt; Lut it 110 In()re foilo~Ys from hence, 
L~:lt ;iii .' I,inr.cr of \ \~ ar is unl~l'\vful ulllier the Gof
p~l, t:l,~n t:·.~l[ ~l) !'vll~~~r Qf _--\Ctions are to ; for as 
fon1c r_~t:OJ1S ..ll-~ l .. :\vful, not~.'i"ithfranding tllcre are 
a gr~?t many unl~wful; fo fmne Wars may be juft, 
not .a.:It:ln-:ia:~i~g t!,:~ l!l:lnl' UJ~uil: V\T ars that ~r~ car
ri:~J on in t~l~ \\' ud j ; ~ nd tho' th~fe be prohibited 
by the Goti)J, as an oth .. :-1 u~jGft A.~ti0ns are, yet it 
do::s not a?lr~r that th0f~ ar~ prohibited any fart:ler, 
th.c!!l as t!l::Y ~xLccd t~l~ Bou 1(~S Gf Jull:ic~ an,j Hu
m~r:ity ; an,{ t~lr:n 'tis only tll~ ,\bui~ t~.:t is prohi
bit~j, I)~t n{)t t']e IJf:. "l'}le blc!r~~l .JLfi1S (faith 

h J - \. 1 I 'r. C'· f3 .. b 1 I... I • t ~ ,/.) 11at!1 t,lllg· \t 10me 3rl, Ill11S, ~()t!l oy t Ie 

, in1n1_·,,!j;it~ iJL.ttlt:S of'" !lis Spirir, anJ EX1Jreilion 
, OLlis \\ il\ ';,: ... t1 t)~'non;!Hy upon F.irth, rIut the 
, .. ~{l \:\/ °1" • l 1_ .,.,) t!le (" "--1-1-1an'':ln'''r t, ',-"on 1i""I'1a U,- '.) \.\. 1'.,"" t a. '- {,~ i. i·... - I ., 4. ,-- 'f, JIJt. l·" 

1 .. - .. , ' Z "." l ' 1\ :'"" l. .. · , not ({Ii, J.:lt.!, <JO{;:l jijL"I:;, 07.'e t,'..~)' l~t"',~<~/JiJO;'r, IS 

, not to jl:t:"~)()Ur ~ny 111- \\'ul or l{c ven3~ ~lg:i.inft 
, any, but ttl love En~mies.' I will alld, by way of 
Renlark, 'fJlat tIle blefic(j J crus 11at!1 raugtlt , not 
fOIne, but all Ciu-iftians, I il1a11 nor J:1Y, by the inl-

F .. ~ llleJiare 
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mediate DiClates of his Spirit (becaufc they who fay 
fo, affert more than they can prove, unk-fs b:,- the 
immediate DiCtates of his Spirit they InCan tht: hoiy 
Scriptures) but by the Expreffion of h:s ,,,:m in the 
Gofilel, th~t the heft \Yay to ket:~) thefe Command
ments, i5 not to 11~rbGur any Iil-\\-ill ()r Rc\·\.~ng~ a
gainft any, but to love En::mi .. ·s. And, without 
Doubt, all who dei<.-rvc tIle K Jlile ot' CjlIl1li~ms, 
wi11 acknowlc.Jge thi~, as ,,'ell as this /-" and, l 
doubt oot, are as read y to rradiJ~ it in ]t:; tnlt' and 
prcprr Senfe. But how docs this .ArguI1wnt prove 
tile Unla\vfulne(~ of Self-"l!efen(-e ar,.:3.1111t tlle 1.1\"·]( i~ ,-. 

':-iolence of a foreign EllClIl}?? l~~ CJt11~ it is (-\\ .. -ry 
CIlriftian's Dllty to hlrl10ur no TIl-will or j{e,rl~Ilgr 
agail1ft any, (10t!1 it therefore follow, tllat it is tile 

f):Jty of tIle Magiftrate to fuffer a forei~.n In,rildtr 
to dellroy himfi:!f and his Su~ieas, without any 
]{efiflance ? Or, ill otllcr \\' ortis, Tllat 'tis llPJ~lV,.r~ 
ful for tIle M~lglftrate to (~eten(i h!mfclt~ and his 
Sul:leCts, againit the lawlcfs Violence of a foreign 
l~nen1)T ? E)1 tIle LIme i\rgllmcnt, he Olight to b~ar 
">~ith lhe nloft villainous Outrages of Cut-throats 
~n~~ Rebels anlol1g llis o\\rn SlJ~jcc1s, bec~ltllt· tl1is 
\':"111 be tIle bt~ft \V ... lY to kt~(-l) tIle Comnl~lndn1(nts, 
'7 -~~"C1/' jl~r:lt itO/: lilt, arici, TD(,-/{ jh:llt 16~'e 'i.~\' .\Teig l~·--
Delir, by not Ilarbouri'lg allY IJ1-v.:ill or Revenge a
r~inft any, but loving of Enern!es. But may not 
the Cl1rn:1;m lVfagiftrat~ deft'nd himtelf and his Sub
.~eEts agaip.ft a foreign Enen: y, without harbouring 
111-wi1l and Revenge againft any, as well as put t6 
Death a notorious Criminal, who cannot be pre;. 
fcrv'd without manifeft Danger to the Community? 
.And if fo, why fuch a mighty Out cry againft a 
Dcfenfive '" ar, as if' it coulcl !10t be llildertaken 
\vitll0l1t t11<-= maniteft ,Tj()lation (If tIle Sixth Com-
n1311dment, and the I 'n.'cept of Chrift, to harbour 
n,') Ill-will or Revenge againft any, but to love E .. 
Hemics, when 'tis evident the Cafe is quite oth~. 

I wile? 
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~-1te? For if the l\IjagU1rate olay PtJt to Death a 
notorinus Maldactor, \\" ho c.mnLt Ix: prdcrv'd 
\\;t~out manifdl: Dangt'r to the rllblick, an~ y~t 
not be chargeable w~th :iny Violation of thcle C opt

mancmc nt.C\, he may likcwife, withGut bdng guilty 
ot- ~n\" \9iolation ot- thefe l~olnman(~ment~, ftren~-
oUfly· defend himteIf an\.l his innocent Su~i~a:s a
g:linll the lawlds \~iol.:r.ce of a foreign Invd.('er, 
\\"hcn the Ruin of the ~ub1ick cannot be prevented 
v.·itl~out it. This y'. fhOtlld (littint,rui!h bttween 
,\/ ar (·ft:·nfive and D. ft:nfive (but this \'vould have 
cjf1~rv'rl Iris rllr?Oie) and eyen bltween the Ufe 
an<i t:l~ .. \ buf-e ct- t~lt: latter. I ackno\vJt(lge that even 
a Deft)ill\TC \\ .. ar may be abus'll, \vhen !VIcn, in the 
ftIcill:1g f_ !11er~t ot- it, exceed the Bounds oj' 1 \lftice 
an(i 1 i i.lnlaI11ty; but this is no Argument again(t the 
Ll\vju!nc1s ot- it, t~ut only of'the l)ervt:r!entfs of 
Manki!:~\ who arc too apt to abufe the beft ThingS 
of l)rovll~ence. Chriftianity has been abus'd by bad 
l\-lcn to very ill i)urpof~s, and yet I hope Nobody 
willl~y, tholt therefore the Profdfion of Chriftianity 
is unlawful. Chrifbar.ity forbds Injury and Re
,'enge, and eJ.~joills the L9ve of Encmi~s (j~"ys the 
l".) al1-j tl!~r(tore 'tis ulllJ.\\-tlll for Chriftians to lle-
fend th~mLlvcs againit a toreign Entmy. Now the 
f~n""!e fl .. rguD1fnt will pro\Te it unlawtul tor the Chri
ttian Magiitrate to refift a tiOnieftick ~rraitor, or tll~ 
mott outrageolls \Tillaln wlla~1otver; for it'" Rtfi-
1~nce to them can be managed wholly without thefe 
Cl'ime~, alld confiftellt with Chrift's IJrecept (,f lov
ing Enemies, fo may hkewife kefiftance to a foreigQ 
Enemy. If it cannot, and yet Refiilance to. them 
be acknowledged lawful, fo likewile may Refiftance 
to foreign Invad~r~, notwithftanding the fan1e Un
happinefs. Let them look to i~ who. are guilty of 
(Qcfe Crimes. l"his can" no more hi:ldtr 110neft 
Men from defending themfdv(s, or frool making 
~heir Advantages of the Crimes cf others in thei~ .. .. 

own. 
\ . 
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o~n Sdf-cefdlce in Oi1C C~it", th411 it is al~o\\·ed to 
do in anotller. 

B .... 1 1 P'T'h'"' '"' .""""- '"' '"' 
U T It lS a 1Ipr rv un-2rr,,,u-" t 1 '\. • 'nO' 1-"~ .... ,."\.~ • • ,- .~'-.\,.,- .. " ........ _!~ .1 1. _~ t. ~&_ \ '---} , •• ;-

~ ~ . 
on, to filppof~ tha[ a I-'eo?!\.. c~n~iOi .. =0::1 (f.l.6 __ t~l(r, 
with L~e LC1!l1ent, ~'ld by the ~"\ut~~orit)· uf- t:l~ tlJ
prnm Magifuate~ in dtf.:n:~ing theni~~J\" ... S S-airut 
a foreign Ent:~:l, viitnout an~· fue!! L"n~11t:;. }--or 

there is nothing n~~clrar~· to this, tholt I km~w ct~ 
that requirrs t'ither Re~'-'!1g~\ I-IO!tr\.'d~ or Ir~iury, 
in the trl!e Senfe of-thefe Tt'nn~, or J~\" l"'h:n~ but .. '-

an inoffenfivc anJ juftifiable \ \" ay of l)rQl:~e~ !ing .. 
If any other Methods have ~en uled in c;lrrylng lli1 

fuch \\Tars, this \~'"'iJI onJ}· re!~~1: u~n tilt: l)lrf~ilS 
who have made lTfi: ot' them, nut l.lpon the .! llfilce 
of the \\TiU~ themfelv~s. l-It:~~e v;1i1 apt~;lf the 

.. & 

Impertinency of th!s F' s eJabor .It·~ Ihr.lngu:.\ P.tge 
39- where he fays, , If every partiCli~.lJ' ~lunl)t'r of 
, the Church be forbi_lden Rt",:-~ng~, it is lx,--.!ute 

'-.. 

~ allowin~ of it would manifcft a \\ .. :t:lt ot' l.J~t!, nee 
""'" 

C and F oniru\.~e to enliure, and l'nCOUrJgtJo En'\-}, 
'&c, f~I}- then this Re:lfon is n~\lCll flrl)ng:.~r tor 
, forbidding national and p!JbJ:~k. Rc,pcnge.' .·~ll 
whlc.h is po:is J:,'lHIII fiil], lx(dUi:~ r!l,-~ i)r3~lic~', for 
the La\v!ulnefs of' \\-hich \\-e ar~ ccnten~Jilj!!, !ni~,ii~ 

" . 
no 1uch IJe:l. 'Y c grant th:!t tn:: Goli l. I f(}rhiis 
Revenge, both private ar.ti publick ; Doth it r;l!. r ,'
fore follo\\-, that it forbid~ Self-\.it-f~'nce? Or, L'l 
other \\·crl~s, dOL;' it t}lerl'for~ fol~o\\1t, t!l~:t 3 
ncce1fary Self-defetlCC is unlawful, ,~'-heJl this C-l.'l 

be done without R~venge? Let this r. prov~, 
that an aff~lionate F at~ler c~.,not dcf~:nd him
fdf againit an unnatural Child aaemiJting to 
cut his Throat, without Revenge; or that a 
pious Prince C3lUlot defend his innOCt'nt Su~jec1s 
from a fOrt"ign In\~d~r, without a malicio!ls lnttn: 
non of Revenge and I~iur}· in th~ prop~r Senfc .~t 
thefe l~\:r~s; an(l then his Argtimcnt ",-ill Jignlty 
fomething, othefwilt: 'tisquit~im~i-rir.ent, and ~\'h<:>Hy 

iorclg.l 
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fOrelml to t~e PCi;~ ::1 t~~ ~,~~,,.. Blat then he tells us 
'-

f~rth~'r: ,~\ ~ -fu!llO!t!On of I r.5tirie~ ~~l a Com-
, lI.3nti to en(!uT\! th~nl~ ffi\.::l ir~ conf:\.ic:-' (i as re
I I~:ri,~~ to the Contequcnce if alic\\·'d : ~\ tmaU In. 
~ juri is :lttcnGed with a Ikgree of I~1uftic~~ and 
, t'l~ cn\.!uri'lg it r.!ther t~an ntuming it, {hews, in 
, .;n!e Degree, a Chritli.m Dii11OIition. Now con
e Ii :t'f that Confcqucnce with rdpo..tt to greater, 
; the ln~~uri~g of them, ratht~r than returning Evil 
, for l:~,-::, t~ot!l ct .. rt:rinly 1h~w a greater Degree of 
c th~t l\leckn~·is :In\.! LO\\"'lincis of' Heart, wJlich 
, Chri!{ taught ~is Dikiples to le;:ml of him: Up
on \\ .. !!~C!\ I m!ltt rcnlark. in t!le fu1l Flace, That 
tE5 fi)phi1bc.!1 .-\ ~mnent reflects a !1101t tE,'-('giovs 
C~~nlnv 011 the Cilr.~i~1!1 1~l~lig1o!1, r~pr~f~:I~ring: it 

.I '- -. ~. 

as nx('ilarily IJ~;·ipg ('j1rifti~'lS op~n to 2!1 ti1e villain-
ous Outragt~ tile \pilc!c i--art ot' !vi~:!lkinti tllink fit 
to ofter t~km. Fur by the fame L\.rgumt'nt it may 
be pro,\o'd t,;illawfuJ to .ditt a Rot,bt-r or a Cut
thr()ilt, lx~:!~]ie the enduring of tlleir i~iurious 
Trc3tn1ent, r~,ttltr than returJ1m~ I·:,rjl for l~v-il, 
fh~,\"s a Chri~li~li1 I )ij~)()fitic!l., a~~.i a ,r" ny ~rea[ I)e-

~ ~ 

gr~':~ ()t- tl12t ~~f ·.:ek nt·is 2!l\.i 1.()'.A'iir.eis of' I-I cart, 
Wi,~, -~l (~h,'11·1. tllJ·~~'r ',!, I ~'lc"11·'~'-s t() l·~·'rn ot'r"l;Jn •.. ".. ~ .1.. l u _ - I, & • ~ ,- _, & 1 . 4 _ " .. , 1 • ... ~ 

By t~l~ f::!~le 4> \rgi!:11Li1[ it nl~l)p be prov~ J l!nla\,?tuI 
for a ChriHim .t'rincc to qudl a .. :angfrous Confpi
racy, or to r .. 'iift a Cabal of n~be~iious Su~i ~ds, who 
ha,·e f\vom Dt~ftruaion to Ilim an~l t~le Cf)mmOO
\\"e~til, t.ecallfe tIle enlturing fllch Injury and I~ju
ftice, iather th:m n.tumi[~g Evil for Evil, {hews a 
Chri11i:m Di!ix>ntl')11 in him, anJ;l grt'at Degr~ of 
that l'v1eekncfs an .. : Lo,\-lln(.is of' 1 {cart, \\,hich 
Chriil taught his Difciples to k:arn of him. And if 
it be faid that the Chriftian Religion allows the Ma
gifirate to regard the publick Good, then it muO: 
confequent1y be allowed iawful for him to defend the 
Publick from lawltis Violence; unlefs 3. Regard for 
t.~e nublick Good can be confiltent with the De-

.&. 

firuction 
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ftrut1ion of tile l)l~l'l!(k. But tJl~~ trtJe S[~t~ of t!lis 
Cafe, in .bort, carl al110unt to r lJ rnort: t~l~lll (II i~, t .~~t 
Chr:ftianity~ oblig\:s lVlcn to 1u.itA r p:lti~ ;·t!~t·, \\<,,-n 
they cannot by any lawful l\-La:Js prcv.:nt it. The 
Point t!lCrLforc ti1is tor. lllUfi pro\Y~, is rili!=; 1·;1 .. :t ~df
defence againfraforcign Inv .. l,~cf, \\:11~'11 oth .. r ·\1t:t!1v .. ~S . 

fail, is an unla\\~ful iVlethu(i for lJ~o~~i~ to tlike in or
der to pre\yent tht:ir o~·n R tlin. Lr, ~!!:!t t;10' t:le 

Chriftian kel!gion hat!l allo·.v~\.! t!j~ Cllf!iii:lli i-.lJ
giftrate to dd<'"nd hi:nf:lf anJ his innocent Su!~i(as 
from Robbers and Cut-tl1fO:ltS ill pri\7~tc C&:t:s, it 
hath abfolutely condemll(2d it in all l2i~'5 ag~il!~r a 
foreign Inv·atler, tho' tt&\S b: tntlch nlore nlcciiary 
for the fame good Elld. To pruve this, V.:LlJ},j do 
Service to a Cauie Wllich I ilOf)(! [h~ 17. h:ltil not 
ll1uch at He:irt, but ','"ouid by jlO I\'Icans bt: t:;r the 
Honour of- the Cllriitian R lllg~on. But to t~ II us 
that Chrifti(L'1ity obliges us to b(.:~r I~luri(s, Cdl! be 
no ~t\~rg\~ment ac all againft otlr Doctrine ; \Ye tire 
as rea~ly toack.no\ylelig~this ~ this Y. The~lefriun 
ts, how far it obliges us to do fo? .~nd that tvery 
Man, \vho llaril not renouncetl his Rea1on, or 
Inafk·d it \\~ith a \Yizor of Hypocrify, willo\vn, is 
no farther than they cannot pn:vcnt it by bwful and 
honour~le Means. AntI it- it can be 111C\\·n, that 
Self-defence in all CafLs is conllcn1n'd in the Go(peI, 
rills mtlft be tIle Argu1!lent agaill!l it taken trom 
Chriftianity, and not that it obliges us to bear Inju
ries; for this it fllay do, aJld yet allow ot'Sclt:'Je
fence, in Cafes of~ publlck Conctrn, as well as ill 

(orne Ca[~s of private Concern. 
As to the Paff<4ges of Scripture from whence the 

r. infers 11is Argument, I have lu~cicntly cXaInin
ed them III the firft l)art of this TrcJtiie, and lhewn, 
~hat they neceiTanly re"luir~ a Limitation, and th~ 
it can be no more fuewn from thof~ Expreffions, 
that no Cafes are to be excepted in the intcri)rcting 
t!.lefe Tens, t~an it caJl be from the hke general 

Ex .. 
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I ExprefT:t)Ps us'd in other Places, that other Texts 

raln d(ill1it of no ReftriCtiollS, which yet are allowed 
OI~ all I-j~y]lis (0 require a limited Int~rpretation. 

\.\ r. are forrit1 in unlira1iterl Ttrms to refift Evil, 
bl1t no \~·jlerc fort1j<.i to t1efer j ourf~·lves; we are en-
joined in unlimited T ertr.s to love our Encmie~ 
but t~1is c:!.nnot inlllly a tratal NegleCt of o!)rfelvcs ; 
\\\~ are reqlJired likewife in unlimited Terms to 
pray for our f nenli~s, but this doth not im
pJy that we are to pra}T in an unlimited 1\1anner 
for th~m, any more than our Obligation to return them 
BldIing for Curfing implies in it a Neceffity of pray
ing for their worldly l>rofperity to our own Deftruc
riO;). ¥.T e are required in gene.41 Ternls to pray 
for alll\1cnJ but we are left to comlnon Senfe to in
form us that Charity begillS at Hpme, and tllat we 
arc l.ot obliged to pray for their SljCcefs or Life, if 
it be incollfiftent with our o\vn, or to pr~fer t"ae 
temporal Good of any Perfon, before the Happinefs 
ilf" ot;lers in \vhom we are m~re nearly concerned. -

l'HE Y. turlh~r ob1~rve!; 'That according to 
, th~ Reafon gi\rcn by Chrift hinli~ll, immetiiately 
, after thefe Precepts, they nluft ccrtalllly intend 
, a Protlibitioll of" all I~lury and Revenge, or eJfe 
, the Conlparijon is not v~ry proper; 'Thai )·t moy 
'be the Cl,iiJren ~l )9OUT Fall.," in Hell--...-en, &c.» 
\'''hich Ob1~~rvation i~ equ~JIy i!11pertinent with his 
former ; b-~cau1~ the Pra[tice we plead tor, implics 

I neither Injury nor Reveng{', flridly fo ca.lled. And 
further; If" it be unla\vtul for a Chritlian t~ommu
nity [0 dettnd themfelvcs againft a foreign Enemy ~ 
becaufe we are to Imitate our Ileavenly f'at~ler, who 
difpenfes his temporal Bldlings upon the moft pub
licltly prophane*; by the tame Argument, it will 

be 
• I prav the p •. to put there ~r ords into the Mouth of a 

CrimiD~. ~an4 then conider the Confequencc of Ulcm. Sir. 
wtb 
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be U!'l!awtul to (It:fcnd o~rJ~I\·es 19ainft aJ~V v ill a: '1 
'- . 

ous l\fl~luit 'v·h.ltto~ver; it \\-ill !x: un!:l7;!u) for the 
Magiftntc to:) i~~~id runi!hment upon Criminals; 
it \\:'1!1 b,-l> l~~1~!~\-t\JI tor the Il.Oil ,-irttlOUS \\" 0111 an to 
~{jtl a !~ :lvi!11,,,r, {ie. lk:a U ie_ (?od _ (Jifpt-nLs his 
.m?~)~·:,.~ Hlc:1!r.s-rs UpO:1 t:le "lc1t of th~ 11ulnan 
RClC~: ·I~illS }>~l~a~~ of ScriJru~~ is an t"xcdlent _ 1 

Argum-:!:: aga!:1it Rev~'r.g'': anJ I~!ury, arillng 
fronl I\'l~~s !"~1~!!0nS anJ curJupt Inciinalions, ;,/hich 
arl~ entlr;:'l}, iliCO:1~!!tent \vith t~l"~ PUlljlCk Goo3 ; and 
likewit~' for tIle moll: patient ll1il'crillg ot" thof(! E'/ii, 
which they cannot lawfuHjF and honourably avoid. 
But it is a fad Tiling to fird l\lcn cnJeavouring to 
repref~nt the ChrittlcL'l Religion, as thro\\-ing oft' ail 
Care for the H3?pinU5 ot human Society, and to 
look upon themi~!y~s, lx.--c:mf: Chrifti.Jls, as uncon
cern'll for tllcir .Farnili~$, ~ eir~il!x.)UrS, ~J Poftcri-

'""'" ty, at a -Time ,~hen ther~ is the grt:.ltett ("ill for fum 
a Concern: Thi5 muft make Stra.ngtTs to :t, apt to 
believe it an Enemy~ and not a f'riCllli, til J1Uffi3Il 

Society. 
BU1" further, the Argument 3f;'ain!l: Se-it:'def~nce 

t~lken frOnl tJl~ie \Vorlls, 'Ihtl! )-t Illt~~' it Il)l Clli!Jrm 
Df )·Olll-}·;llh,TWbichisin Ilt8::m, is not (lilly inconclu
liv~, bur ill grounded; and is 1'0 tlr trom being in 
f;lYOUr of the Y. that it makes dir~ctiy againil him. 
\V e arc cOnlnlcL'1d~d to 10"-<: our r~nen~il·s b\l tll~ ~:x-

<I 

ample of God himfdf, who makdh his Sua to de 
on th~ Evil) and on tile Good, aIlll l~n(ll:t~l ]{J.in on 
the Juft, and on the Unjuft, and yet [he 1:Unt:' God 
puts a m:mitclt Diffc:-rence bttwecil them; IOi11: he 

l'u-

faith tt~ ~!a!ef3aor to llis Juclg~ .. \'1ly arc }·O!l fo unkind anl 
(everr to ffiC ? Tho' I be a CrlininlJ, )·et yo:.! ought to be sa 
kir : :J n~e ~l the be!l of ,-our =-iub;e~ts ; bec-iu:c: }-OU ~re til foI-, - . 
Jo~·., Go~\s F'\unp:e, \\-ho m::k{~s the Sun to Jhine, and :b. 
Aa~~ to Jill ~f\ the JUIl ;s.nd l~nj~~L Pri\·-1t~ PeJions are here
by en~lhlr.;g_,! to !o\-e ti,l'ir Enea:i~~, b~t it 11)115 no ObJih·,tioa 
o the Chr:d:.lD t.i.lgitint\! no: to defcnd t£1: r ';·"'k t~. 
la,,·lcii \. jO:~DCC. I 

.J 
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p~!n::~{s with heal), Judgll:r~ts in this Lif~, and 
h it~ i 1:1 St'-'r\.~ n:uch hca,,·i'_~r . .1 u~ignlcr.ts in the next. 
1 .. ~~,,)' (it.\. t l1e tt:!1 ot' !};it:~nce anti Long-I~Jf}~ring, 
}1t,,·t t:!,- ~(ri;~~llr~ l'"\-\."rr \\-here l!t(lart~ his Indigna
t~on ~l!l .. i \\ r,~t:l 3g.i;rJt otlfli!1:lte Sinners, ot' which 
the i\i,:~lr~t~ is \.!'-Cl:lfl~ bv St. PIUII to be the 

~ ~ 

~~ini!1fT, RCI/;. >.;ii. 4. And Chrift hinlklf bcing 
pro'·ck~J by t!~: Ubtlinacy of the 7t!J.·s, is faid by 
a l~ar~t~I~, to f~''1l1 out his Army, anli to bum up 
their City, \\-hich \\-as accorliingly ful:illed in f'aC~. 
Sl) that tho' it be tht~ Duty of Chriftians not to re
t3li3t~ ~iury and Revtnge, that they may be the 
Chil~ren of thrir heavenly Father, who is good to 
the l:nthanktul ac,d tt:e \\"i('ked, it will not follow 
that 'tic) unlawfuJ f(;r the r\"i~--riftrate (who is God's 
Mmdler to execute Vengeance, or inflict .i1mifu
meilt on them that do ~~,\rj]) to defend with the 
Swoiti of J uHice his Innoc~nt SU~letl:s againft the 
la\vltfs '

1P

iolence of" wick~d l\len; ~aufe ct tile 
fame Tinle that he doth this, he may imitate his 
ht"a~·cnly r'ather, V.-I10 tho' he be kind to the Un
thankful arId \'~ick~\.i, yt:t declares his Indignation 
and ""rath agail'ft Gbftinatc Sinners) both in this 
Lite and the next. N Q\V from l\"hat hath been taid 
on th~f~ Remarks, l(:t any reafonablc 1\lan judge, 
\\'"hdh!'r our Sa\;o~r can be f\lppos' d in thefe Pana
ges, \\:hcrcin he l')rohit~its all I~iury &~d Re'tenge, 
to put the Cale of a toreign Invafion, or that we 
filould lo.e RlJ_anS and Cllt-throats in 1udl a l\1an-
ncr, as not to (lcf~nli the l)ublicl~ from their \~io
l~nce, ldl in this Attempt they fhould chance to 
lote tht·ir Li\'cs. .l-\nd I Inuit like\\;ue iubmit it to 
the Judgment of every intdl:ger.t Reader, whether 
\vhat tlie V-. 1'a}Ts in tht: latter .Part of his l)aragraph, 
Page ~o. be not partly impertinent, and partIr falte. 
The \ Yor<.!s are theft~: 4 \'·ill my putting up with 
4 finall and tolerable I~luries, not indulgiLJ priv3te 
~ Rtn:nge, but refifung with Violence great Inju-, . 

, ncs. 
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C n~, an-- retunung '\~ltl1 tlle lJtmol "or\."'~ ~~j t:l'; 

c ~~vii in Iny i-·O\v,:r, lil rt\·c:n~·: tor J1,!~~\)I!:l1 Gr!~-
• V-.lOCe~ b:. coming up to thIs CU:;li~~::d~;;l of t:,c 
• Almighty" s umv~rf.li ikn::fie:: ;:\.'~. ail\.: I-.:. ::J li~ __ :; [0 

& thol~ (hal (io t~ll'ir ut!laUl{ t() ,1;1 f{.i1t !L~l.\.: «: i:~ ,it. .. it:: 
, hltll i' Ail t1lis, I j~y., is In'· '\,."rr "1 i;t ~ 1"' __ " :L:~ 

4 • 

the Pratlice \\'~ t11~·.l\.1 i~i", ,,~vi.! ;'_,£ !~_l'~ ~".r~;.t- r,"~-
quire {h~ rt:tt:rn!:1g \';i;-~l o:!;- t~tii \,;~t t·\. \..' !LUI t.~~ 
Evil in our i.)o'.v~r ill r .. v,,';' :J:l· It.!"" ;~ .i!h .... · ... ~; \ ~ .: '. -.: 71-

~ 

ces• TJI} . . I" 1-S n·- u . '1 11' I - l: ~" ~ ... r .. - - .. ~} • '-. 1: l.. .. l\." .. ~ ... \ I, .1 .. &~ ~.i ••• ~~~ .t .. 

\,~ e are pJe~- ing tor J:(:tii!lto i· l:t :~ r: .. (" \ , ,!fj- · ~,J! ~ 

defence, whicn if' we c;n do l.y . ~rt-~:'~:~ :.b OJ,' llcr
fuaiivt.5, thereby brir.gi;~S t '1:= .L::rl~·~1",,: t~) r ~ .. ii, )."'J.bie 
TernlS witllOtlt :hc~,-~l!ig ot- :~I\)~J~, ",-'.;,' :!!~lll j1~i.:hl~r 

~-

~ guilty of" \; lo)~nc,--' nor iJ~!l~ry·., if \\c i\:.!l.)r~ J~O-
thing of hliD ft,'pugnar~t t~ j 'Ji~lC~, ~. :.:~ :1, :f h\! 
complies \\-ith, tiler~ \\·iii lx.~ ~u: L",~ u~· ali, .lotlJi
ties on our .Parr ., but if,' ijlt(~a~,l ot- C(J~I. ~,~ ill~ \;'''1[11 

t. '-

any re~on.ilile 1'crrn~., h~ ~ltt~l:t:.:S us i:: an Jltliiile 
l\Jlanntl, \'1t:, ill o?r~fing 1 'or~~ to l .. '~rc\.", 1)\.:r--1y 
in our own Defer-ee, cannot~ wItn ;iF!f CO!():'lf of 
Rea1on, be [aiJ [0 comnli[ \·l()I~nce; i. c:. i~~rLc.it)ly 
infringe upon any ~·1an's Righ:, wnicil i.; t:l~ pro
per Itlt.Cl ot- \Tiolt=J1C,-~, an,-I return all tilL l:~ VII 111 our 
Power in revcpge for n..ltiOJliii ~Jricv ~C~S; !)~4\'~llfe 
this may be dont, not troJn any ..t:rul(ii)i~ \.If i{c
venge, but from the fole i"rinclple Of :)df-t>n:l~i\·.l
lion.: And a:i tur the £\l'jjs If.at 111~Y aCLl,~~lli.J~y 
happen to the Aggrdror, We car;;"j(- PfL'P,- rii be 
[aiJ to be the AutllOrs ot" t!lCrn; ;J,-cauf· :·l~.: \\'110 

begins the Violence, is the tru~ Laufe ot all ua~ : ,>1-
.Iows; and what~v\!r talls U,t>Oil hiln, L)y t~lL Li})t>o-

fi[~on 

• H~ that d~krids bi,nfelf in a law'-u1 :danner, doth P()t a« 
dircaIy for the Hurt of J.!lot~.t:r t b~: :o!' jli~ o\vn Prt"('l, tion: 
And he \\:no repcl~ a \\.- TO:.; i:, no\ i".l .!!i{)u~t o:Jt fie \\·ho off~rs 
· 'T· Wi h" - ". 1 .... d It. IS one lng t(l ex(.',<.: It.: an u.~ Jl"tr.le .·,t>i~ uet<.-nCl". ;Ul 

another Thir.g to IJrof~cl!te ~!1 ur:r.lt:rc!fc~ ~~~·\ .. ~.l~( '1 he lat
• may be as grc .. ~t a Sin .. :lS tl·C c.r~·: ' .ft:·:" :In 1 ,~j~lry; but 
.:.-.. {Olmer QD ",\-,r l~ Lmu,r 10 ll~J;.1 ~\. ... ~rc. [J .. jellJ. 19Je 



. 
" 

79 DEFEJ.¥SIYE W.r1R. 
• 

Ftion made by the defending Party, is but the Ef .. " 
fea of ~ O"in ACt ; or, as I [aid ~ve, it is tha~ 
"iolence, of ,which he is the Author, refleCted back 
upon himfdf. ~ 

THE Prillice therefore we plead for, being the 
ACt of the fupreme Magiftrate, comes up to the 
Almighty's univerfal Beneficence as a Comparifon; 
who, notwithftanding this, doth by no Means clear 
the Guilty: And thus it appears that the Y's Con-. 
dufion is as falfe, as his Premifes are imrertinent. 

Again: The Author of the Sermon mdeavours 
to pro\Te, that the Office of the Magifbate nece1fa~ 
rily evinces the Lawfulnefs of Defenfive War; up
on which the fT. makes this Remark; 'Whenever 
\ the Magiftrate is convinced that the Do&ines of 
, Chriftianity iorbid \V ar, it will be as much his 
, Duty, as a.IlY other Man's, to render Obedience 
, to thofe DoCtrines ;' ;. t. h. othE:r W orC __ c;, to aCt ac .. " 
cording to his Con~;Ctions. To which 1 reply: J 
feerns very unaccountable how any Man can Ix ~c 
vinced that : tis lawful to be a Magiftr .. tte, who is . 

. the fame time convinced of the Unlawfui!lefs of D' .. , ~ 
fenfive 'Var. For if it be the indifpenfible Du.c'j '-'{ 
~he M agiftrat~ to proteCt the Lives and Lilx;.rti~ () i 
the Subjetts, and if this cannot, at fome tiines, bl! 
donf', -without oppofmg Force to Force, I wou~d 
afk this Y. How that ~Ian can be f~,d tn do lli9 
Duty, or aa a confiftent Part, who, undertakh"!g 
the Office of a Magiftratl, is bound in Confcief!Ce 
to deny that to the Publick, which at l."'imes i~ th~~ 
moft valuable and aecelfary End of his Office? i-le 
muft either allo\v) . that it is not the rdagifua,te' ~ 
Duty to proteCt the Lives and Liberees of Sub-
jeCts from unjuft Violence.. which I believe ht~ will 
harJly Vlal:ure to do ; or el1~, that every Man, prin .. 
ripled againft Self-defence, undertaking the Ofi!.';~ 
of a Magiftrate, aCts fuch a Part as no honeft Man 
can juftify. The Y. fu0Guld hav~ ~aid, VI h?=b W~t~~d 

! jU\vc 
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ha\·e been mtlch Inore for his Credit, ,\Thenc,rer a 
Man is convillceu t!lat the l)oc1r~,es of 'Chrift for
bid Defen{i,~e \\~ ar, it will be his indifprnfible Duty 
fA) refufe tl1~ ()fficc of- a ]\1'.giftrat~ (at leatl· to act in 
tl.1\.> I~af;~ Part of Gon.'rnmer.t, whofe Province 
it is to c(,ncert proper- i\1cafurcs for the Defence of 
the Pu!;~;~.-k OJ lra\rillg this Office to thGfe, "Tho can . '-' 

comply y.'itt) all th( Ends of it with a fa.f~ Con-
1i:ience. 

B.ut fiir~:l=-r: * I 10<.-~ upon it to be a prepofterous 
\\T ay of" :u-gl,ing, ttult becauJ~ a I\'1~ is not con
,inced o~ .. the IA,vfwntjs of any l)lattice eviJently 
rcquifite t:Jr the (Jl)od of' iluman Society, tl1at there ... 
fore it is 1:!~ I)ilty to onl1t it; tius is making a !VIan's 
Faith or l)criwa.ion the I{ule of moral Duties. 'Tis 
true tIle Apo!ll.~ faith, IT/~ha~.rce--.;er is ;wt oj ~,1ilb is 
Sin; but he dotIl not n1ean tl10ie mora! Duties which 
are difcoverable lly tIle meaneft I\iortal, that h&lS tIle 
E>:cJ:cife of' Rrafon; but fllch as 3ri!e from t10ubtful 
Speculations, the rra&ce or Omiffion whereof, hath 
no other t~,,;I in t!lem, tllan as they give SCaJldal or 
.' rTenee to ,,-eak Brethren. But to ll1aintaill, that 
every l\1an's Pcrfwafion or Opinion is to be the 
Rule of his moral Duty, as this r. doth, both here, 
an(~ ,·,ilere he l~lyS, , It' any Jincerc Cllriitian unlier
~ ft~iIl{~S it to be hi!) Dtlty J10t to 111ake allY Dli"'l:llCe 
fa :4t ~l!, his feftlfing to ute any, ,,·ill n(:\rt~r inCl.lr 
- Guilt,' i:-, in my Opinion, of c!apgercus Conk
Guenc~. Glle of the gr~t Ends of Society is mu
tual Defence :!gaintt It:luries ; every l\I(lnber there
tore is obl~g~~i by tJle Law ot"- N uturc, whcr\:oy he 
i·; oounJ to obferve Compacts, and fulill Promifes, 
to ~on(r~oute llis Share in Defence of tIle IJuuiick; 
this is as indifjxnfible a Duty on every l\.1elnber of 
(:i\'il SocidY) as Obedience to Parents, or Sul~jC\.'tion 
fO 1\1agi11rates. 'Tis a Duty, the Obligation to 
which no Law can difpenfe with, nor can allY Pre-

tence 
.. See Fref.,ce, Page I r. 
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tence whatfoever excufe the Neglect of it. l.et a 
Man pretend to what Spirit he wilJ, his underfland
ing it to be his Duty to omit w!,at both F{eafon and 
Revelation dem~nflr .1te tc i··" Sin for him to omit, 
·;:iz. ProteCtion, if he be a l\lagiftrate, and Obedi
ence, if a SubjeCt (befides. the Obligation he is UR

der, by the Law of Natu!"e, to keep lawful Com
patts, and fulHl lawful Promi1es; will undoubtedly. 
incur Guilt, whatever this Y. olay fondly imagine to 
the contrary. By this Manner of arguing, I\1en may 
plead fOi 4O.,le greateft V!jJ:rinies.Ravil/a, unclerftood 
it to be his Duty, an.d a yery nleritorious ACt, to 
kill R~;y the Fourth, becauf~ he favoured Here-, 
~icks ; . Did he therefore by this villlicous A1f~frL,a-: 
tion incur no Guilt? _ ,The Enu\ufiafts and Fanaticks 
<;>f Mun./ler underftood it to be their Duty to deftroy 
their Magiftrates, in order to make way for Cbrift's 
Kingdom, he Eftablifiunent wher~of, they ima
gin'd, would be obftruCted by thefe earthly Powers ; 
Did therefore their aCtual rifing hl Arms againft their 
lawful Magiftrates incur no Guilt? And even as to 
Cafes of Omiffion, if a SubjeCt underftands it to be 
his Duty not to obey the lawful Commands of the 
fuprcam or fovereign Power of the Commonwealth.' 
will he therefore incur no Guilt, when the Apoftle 
fays, 7"hat be /hall tbereby r'eceh.:e to hinzfelf Damna-. 
~io1t? If a Chr:ftian underftands it to be his Duty. 
fi'om fome miftaken P!\frage~ of Scriptu!'c. ~-::: .. ~o la
bour for the Meat that perifheth~ and thereby ftarve 
himfe1f and his Family, will he therefore incur no 
Guilt? If a Man fuould underftand it to be his Duty 
to betake himfdf to a monaftick Life, and thereup .. 
on aba:t(loft llis Familv, and retire to a Convenr~ 

" will he t~ereforL incur no Guilt? 
IF the lVlagiftrate, the very End of whofe Office 

it is to preferve and proteCt Mens Lives and Proper .. 
ties, underftands it to be 11is DL'tV Jlot to inflict Pu
Mfhment on Evil-doers, notwithftandiilg this be in~ 

G ~ - -' difpenfibl y -
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difpenrthlr nl"cdrarj for the publkk Security, wi!! 'lC 
ther~ fi.l:-\.~ lr.cl!r n() Guilt? l\ll',~ finally·, If ail t!le 
Sul):t'~1s ()f~ a CO;"llmon~·ealth, ,,-110 ~~re l~Qtilld" l~\· t!le . 
L1 ~y~ ()f" (;oll an·,1 N :-&tllfc, to (10 t_"\~ery ·I'll!!lg th:1t is 
1&1'\' tllt, an~ ~ iil their l'o\\~t'r, fe)r i)rci~n~il!g :l~.t] l)ro
moting tIle (;,)o~l of ci~c C(}Jl1tl1tlr it\·., ll)ll!ertl.J.!ll1 it 

~ J 

t:> be til\. .. ir Dtl::)- (~) cnl;t a l;'r . .l~ticl'a., "-!lit';1 at .1 cer-
ta1n l'ililt' ~s t;lt:- ~r!lj· ; ~1 ~\in:; tlnt~er GOt1 t() l'reJcrve 
tht: C()!~il!~~!i~~t:~ tr()!11 }~ ll!ll, ,·,:ill t!lt~:'- tilCrl:tor~ itl(2Uf 

no Glli!t? \\ Jl~nce I think it l)l~!}n~}· :i!)F~aar~, that 
this \\- ~iV o~- ~rg:.!il~~ i~ J1Ct ():~J\,r grOl!r=t ~ ltis and ~lLl-. '- -- . '-

furd, (l~ (l~ f(rov!J~;:; tjl~ trtlL I-~ou!1t:a:icn uf :1]] n~or31 . '-

DUhi.C: btlf a '~"'\tJf1l' l·l·mt .... ,...r("'lIS E"rro'" -~·~rl ,·~OlJl,1 ;n-
'-: ~... , .. & ' ~ • ! ! & 0..... l .. J, &' a.; , • .. t " • J. " ! u 

fl~r moft (:r,-\l~~fi:J, yet nc-cei!U)', C()n~~~~qu(nc<.~s *. 
1'"" p.~. 1 - " r' ., - ,:\ ... 

HE J'~~xt ·111~o-~ In t 115 \ l~-l·"·"r:'\r ~' nl"~"~" to , • ~ & .& .. .;:::) \,.. 1 1 _ e _. _ '- I. • _......., J _ • • \..... 1 

the Sermon, v.'!lich j~(rr:) to ~trr:'~[ til:: gencr=!l J)oc:-
'-

tn·'lC I ha~:" I ~ft .,), -I: ~1, ,~ . 1 'I\;: I) -1 <Y ~ ) "\ '1-1-1 f 're 11"" r~'-,'- '-' c.._' t •• _ ... \.. ~ ... , • ' .. ~ _ ".) • .... ~ \..a 

marks on th:!t I"ror~!1~J)' of' ~:(ijl':l" ii. 4. \v)l!Cn ja}9s, 
-I,·d l.,. jl-!i )-" J,...~ ",,"C}·~Ht:i· f'·", 1\t,.';:O"f "'itl}fr .. 1.1 r'~ fl!'1 to 1..(;.. t-:d,6" ':.' ;u;_~, .Lec, ..&. \,_., II .. ~ ( •. t.,. ... ,,:_.~ ~-

tutt IiJllilV J}tt-Ar: ,?~ - {I]I'J: l~f'.' fl~l!"l! beet i./;:."ir S-;.c:crds 
." , . 

inlo P/~~':r,jb'1i·')S, 1.1.;fi?1 ![l[ila -""i;Cttl-S iii-to j'''rtl;Ji1Z< _ll!JO~·S, 
&c. '\,"hiI2Jl I'>ru~)~:l"jy C30 no ll10re l)rovc the Un
lr.'.fuln~·{; of Deft:nfi\l'c 'V3r, fo long as there {haJl 
be Cccalion ior it, than it wilJ prove the K on-obli
g:ltion ()f keeping a fucking Child from playing 
\\~itJl a \,7 iller, or the Non-ncceffity ot- keeping a 
I ,;lmb from a Lion, becaufc the fame l"Jrophefy 
tells llS, that at the ,'ery Tinle \vhcn Men iliall beat 
t!1~ir Swords into f'lowililres, and thtir Spears into 
Pruning-hooks, Cf'he Lamb and tIlt Lion ./hall Ii.: 
d~c: .. '!1 Jcgtlvr::--, Imd 'tbe lucking Cbild /hall play wilh 
li;e Baji:'iJk.. It can prove no[hing but this, Thar 
wht:ncver t 1\at Prophd)T- {halJ bt: fulfllkd, which we 
!)t'li~)\'~ will be at tIle c."orlverfion of tIle 7~vs, tllen 
:lH y.: af will ccaE-, an univerfal Peace being fj)rt'ad 
O\'t·r t!l~~ !\ ati()11S. 1 'Ili~ tIle l)ropllct intimates by a 
fymLi.!lical Exprdlion, of turning their \\1 ea-

po~ 

• This flrlh~r eXFlaillcJ, P!·tf~u.;, !)clS.C~ ~_ J ~ I ~ l &,«;, 
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ponsof\'"lr inro Imp~ements ofHufb:mdiY. °fhen 

1 ." ,.. I d' I tJ~·. r~ ~·:!It 1):': no 10 cnct', an con1eql)('nt y nQ 
1\ '. ·'f·l)el~nc~. Bl!r it c-tn bv no ~{uit's of Rea-.. 
~~ .. i~ {; " !nt:"rr'l~ trolll tb~s l~r{):)Jlej:-~, th"t 'tis lin-

I~\· . -: ~l' In,~~c l!1~ ( .. f' liiCh \\-e31J(;ns in l,:lr own 
D~ ~~ :~~ \.. ~ ~ 1 !. 'i· as ~!,t~rt: is ~ ~cemt\.' tt)r it. This 

.~) J 

is nt~t ~l l"·r(.~ <l,-.. t~ .. ufo the (;ofi)el-l)itpen1~tion in ge-
n~~r~l), ~ut ::i~i:t (if fom~tlliJib tl1~lt lhall con-l~ to pals 
in a crrr:!i!1 r·t'rio(~ of' t]l~~t I) iij>enfation. It only 
tl !l~ t!~ \1. il·!t till~ St::tc cf'CJlrini~lJjS wijj be, 2S to this 
l;clnt, \;- t~::r! ir thall l) .. ~ f~Jl ~l!~-t! ; ~bllt not \Vllilt t~t:ir 
Dlity· ,~ .. \'~;tJl rfg~lr(~ to it l)tt{:re; On I: W!l;,;t fila!} 

be ume in a crn:nn .Pt:riod of {he Goipel CEcono
nl}:", btil 11()t \vhat JlllJl( l1C (~C}le b\. t()r~.: rh:it Periotl 
COll~jf_·~. '.\-l~:!t r~!e I"~.. f~\'~ \\-it:l IC}·lti()fi tf) tJl~ 
C :·~lt:.: :ml~ (he Et}'\.·d:; , .~ :~:<!t the Cauie IS the judg
, i~~ Lf' Cl1f!fl: interrl~ul}i ill I!lllivi(lUcis, ant} the l::t:' 
~ t~ :t, f!lat \Y~'trever this jUllgi:~g is experiellced, 

1 • C , 't,. r I} , .. j ,. • 1 
' tJi~ re 15 a .t: lo.tl011 Ironl ai \'yar; IS elt ler a 
bar.:-~J.c~(l S()~Ili1il!, or a meer Dre:!n1 of llis own :. 

j . T 

r~Jk~ i~ as t..l;~po!ite to the plain Inlpor\: of the whole of 
tillS jJro},hd}", as Light is to DZLkne1s. ~I\nd if 
i _.! en vii!! t~lk( filC!l Liherties as this ill in~erpreting 
;~cri~)ttlrt~, tlli:Y lliay brirlg Scriptur~- Proots for all 
~.: ~ t. ~ v-\]i~t L~r'_alll~ of' J{lfOb BebJl1fn. \\ihenever 
~-';" \';rG~- ;ct j~)t~lks ofCllri1l:'s Kingd~m, that he 
" ... ··L <~ all external gloriolls Stlte,' anfl not 3.I1Y 
1.:, ':. \ II }~i'lf!:\l()il} in ")le Hearts of' a }---C\V, i3 evillent 
!~ ... ~ ~. :.\r~nT ' ['ext tlIat nla.kes Jl1cntioll th~rt"of. Btlt 
(:A t!~!~ glorivus State, or at leaft that Period of it 
a!l~l,-~e~J tv lil tIle Ffext 11il(lCf C011fietcation, hath 
n·: v~r b~ :'n yt't, but is ftiH future, is as evident to 
all rat!u!!~!l Men, who are \vl·II acqtla~nted \\'Itn 
Chu!"c!-:-i i!flory. The Time hath never yet been 
when l!~-': Lion and the Lamb could lie 1j,tdy toge
ther (tJking thde Words even ill a fig,uratIve St:nic') 
and the fucking Child play with the BJfilifk wi[h(~t 
panger of being hurt; and when thtrc was none ~() 

1I ' lil.irt . .) 
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hurt in all God'. :,o)y Mountain; wl,.!"n N atioll hath 
ceas'd to lift up Sword againil Naticn~ andwhollj 
left off to learn the Difcipline of \Yar .. And if the Y. 
can prove the prefent Age to be the T:me prophdied 
of in thcit! \\' ords, I will give up the P(~nt I con· 
tend for ; but if he cannot, I mutt beg i1a\-·c to 111-

rttl: upon it, that his ~Argllm(:nt d ""lWf\ trom hence ~Q 
the contrary, proftS noniing.;\ liera l\o!Lion fh~JJ 
ceafc to lift up Sword agillinft 1\ ation, and not learn 
War any more; then I own Chriftians may COi:YC~ 
their 'Veapons of Vv' ar into J mrkments of H ulbar:· 
dry; but till then it doth :not 3ppe~lf, frClll ar.}" 
thing in tlUs Prop!~cfy, that they may fiot bwfuEy 
keep them, and uk: them too, providtd lr be_ run:
ly in their (. _NO Defence.' ~Not11ing fron) t!2ence C~ll 
be condudc~ againft the Lawfulnds of ~ necdIlrY 
Self-defence, fo long as they th~t hearti~y tndc:t
vour to live in Peace, are not 1ilifc:-e(1 to e~loy i;:" 
,"Vhat the Y. quotes from the lc~rned Pr;de, is 10 f.u 
from making it ~ppear that this-Proph{Iy ll:akes in 
favour of his Argument, that it is a ihong Confir
mation of what I ~have ad\·anc~d, tt·';z. 'fl1:l! tll~ 
Completion of this Prophtiy i5 yet to come. Tl1e" 
Animofities and I-Ioftilitics between th~ Jet1)S anti 
Gentiles have never yet been rooted ('ut; this will 
never be till the ]erJJs are cOfil'c-rted; nor 113,,,"e 
l\1ens IJ1ide, and Paffions, and Lllfts, \Vllic]l are 
the Catlfes of ali \\T ars, been fubdued, as this learned 
Commentator fays they fuall be, when this Prophefy 
than be fulfilled. And when he fays; that the working 
I-Iumility, 1'.1ceknefS, ,Self-denial, and tnle and fer
vent Love to all Men, frolll whence Peace neceffarily 
lc!lows, was the Defign of the Gofpel in all, and 
the Effect of it in thofe that rightly received it ; 
tillS no more proves that he thought this Prophefy 
makes Defenfive W ar unlawful under the GofJ)d, 
th.1n that he thought it makes capital Punifhmeilts 
by the Magiftrate 10. For if it be unlawful for the 

~1~\ .. 
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Magiftrat~ to ufc the temporal Sword in De-knee of 
his innocent Su~jccts, becaufe it was the Defign of 
the G01pel to work l-Iumility, lvltekneJs, SeU:de
nial, anej true :tnd ft ;vent J~\·e to all Men, and the 
Effect ot" it in (hof~ who rightly received it; it muft 
bv the fame .Lc\l6il~nent be tmlawfi.l1 for the ~Iagi-. '- - '-. .. 
ftrate to cef~1d hirn!Clf and his peaceable Su~jet(s 
from. tIl:; vi!J:ti!4\.m5 i\~~_pts of ~1~der~rs and '':ut .. 
throa~ in his own DominioJls ; Whldl Do-':LljJC 'dli:;" 
leame(!. Mall \\~as ,pery far from believing. It is e\9i
dent, ,-hat all h.lv'e not yet complied with the Ddiblj) 
of th<: Gol~}, and ii: cannot be interrc:~(~ tror- ~ ,lilY 
thing in P~,k'ts \Vords, that he thought it unhwfuI 
for tllOlc." who have c~ply'd fo fJr \\,ith tl1l.- I)~
fign of it, as to follow after the Things t!l~t IT;:lkc 
for Peace, to defel;d thenlfcl·,rcs ag~inlt tl101c "'i10 
will not ftlffer them to_ ~njoy it, when they cannot, 
in any hUlnan Probability, efcape their unjuit Vio
lence otherwife. 

~ 

~ The Jews, fays the P. untlt:ri:.ood this Frophe-
, fy to relate folcly to the times cf the lVlel1iah, and 
, alledge it as a itrong Argllnlel1t that cile lVlt·iuL1. is 

, U 1 • 1 I .- ,- cl 1·. -, not COllIe. pOll \VJ11C 1 OGICr\l'-C, l~Jt tillS 1 .. 
1

• 

is every where tIle fame iubtl~ .i\rglier. 'r~le J~~~s 
undertlooli, by thiS .PropllefY, that the l\ieifiail 

. would come in the Form of a gre:u: t~mporall\lo
narch, to reftore them to tlleir own La11\.1, that Je
rufa/em fhould be the Seat of Government, and 'tb,2t 

~ll Nations il10uld bow under his Scept~r : III tl11~ 
Scnfe, I fay, they underftood this Prophefy to rc
late folely to the times of the ~Iefiiah, and allcdgc it 
as a ftrong Argument tha~ the lYleiliah is not COl.ne ; 

I leave the intelligent Reader to lnake the Applicati
pn. The Jews, I grant, ufc this Prophefy by 'v~lay 
~f Argumentum . tid hominem againft fuch Chriftian~ 
as this P. in order to prove that Chrift cannot be the 
Meffiah prophefied of by Ifaiah, who, fuppofing 
tbat they underftood tlus Prophe1y in the falne Senj~~ 
.. G A ~rirl~ 

~ -; 



86 A T REA TIS E Gn 

with themfelY~ (as ind~ fuch as the Y. does in 
one Senk) l.."Tge them with this ~eftion ;. \V hy ~ 
not 'Var and Fighting cealed among the N atio~ if 
JOur Chrift: be the Meffiah thel-e propheficd of? So 
that the V' ~ Argument Inight pais well enough, if 
advanc'd by a Jtw; but as it comes from the 
Mouth of the I': "t' a Chriftian Dotlrine, it is moll: 
intolerable; and argues either the greateft Ign~ 
rance, or tbe mOl~ fhameful Prevarication imagina
ble. And if the antient Fathers did affirm this Pm:
phefy to be fuifilled in the Cbri..Qians in their Times., 
as tlIe ~I. afferts, I muft lx.'g Leave to defire hiln to 
confider, that thefe antienr Fathers he {peaks of, 
being fome of that Man .. tpade hireling Mil~iftry he 
complains of, Page 3. -of his Vindic2tion, are to be 
underftood, Cum grao falis. T'rus, I dare fay, he 
will readily grant me, as to many other PointsthefcFa~ 
thers havemoftftrenuoufly maintained; and \vhy their 
Authority 1)lould be of fo great \Veight with the Vin
dicator in this one Point, and no other, is not eafy 
to be accounted for to his Credit. I fhould be glad 
to know of the Y. whether lIe l~lie"'es that -thofe F2-
thers, upon whofe AUtll )rity he depends fo much 
for proving his Point, were among the Number of 
thofe ' Primitive Bdievers who \vcre faithful to the 
~ Appearance of the divine Spirit, and :obey'd the 
C Teachings and Directions thereof,' or in the A po
ftaey he fpeaks of, Page 2? If he owns the 61ft, 
he muft reno'unce ~tlkerifol, or elfe ftand felf-condem-· 
ned; if the fecond, what Reafon have either we or 
he to believe that thofe apoil -lte antient Fathers un
derftood the: .. fue M:aning of this Prophcfy r 

BUT further, if thefe ancient Fathers did any 
where affirnl this Prophefy to be fulfilled in the Cri
fticulS in th<:ir Times, tIley COll1d Inean no more, 
than that it was fulfilled [0 far as that Chriftians 
liv'd more peaceably than the Heathens ; no more, 
than that it it Wa5 fulfilled in fOlne Senfe, as we fay; 

this 
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this W8 cvklent to e.,,·cry one fr,)m ~1att~r of FaB-_ 
.. 'or tho' they who in times I~aft killed one aliother. 
upon every little Pro'1tocaoon i'as ,,;as Cl}i.lmon a-
JIlong the Heathens) did not thell war and fight 
with their Enemi~ as J-ftill ."4f1ul)-r fpeaks; yet 
l\ation did then fight againft Nation, and King
don~ againft K!ngdom, as much as ever, and Men 
learned \\-ar then as much as ~fo~. So that 'tis 
impoffible any Man in his SenfL"S (-auld think, that 
this Prophefy was at that Tilnc fuily accomplifhed. 
~ould ):Ilill :.""vlliTI)-r poffibly im3gin~, that a Pro
phety cO!lccrmng the .Peace ami rr r:mquility of all 
Xations, . was fulrillecl in the paHivc Obedience of a 
very infigniticant N umber, in COJl1pariion with all 
:Kations? If he did, W~ may veuture to j~ly, with
out Breach ot" Charity, that he \'~as as much mifta
ken in this l.)oinr, ~ the Y. cannot but think he ~ 
in forne other~, which we look upon to be of far 
greater Importance. But granting the r_ that the 
}o'athers univeJialIy allow the Reign of Chriil to be 
defcrib'd by th,:? Prophet Iiniah, Chap., xi. where he 
fays~ '['bey /hfill 1101 h.,tTt I!07 J~/ln.:v ill all 11:..v hel] 
A1f1Uiltai,l, /fiT the Earth it flall ill full of the K1t(Jfl]
It!lge of tbe L()1-li, as tlie Il'aters (~"~i'· the Sea. \Vill 
it therefore fol]()w, tllat D.;fcnfive \\:-ar is uruawful 
in every Period of this Reign? By no means. No
thing can be inferr'd tronl it againft the U nlawful
nefs thereof, but only in that Period of it, when 
there fhall be 110ne to hurt nor rit:[tro\T itl all God's 

, ~ 

holy-Mountain ; and when the Earth thall be full of 
the Knowledge of the Lord, ac.; the \Vaters cover 
the Sea. . And if Jujtin Mart)'r took the holy 
Mountain in this Prophefy to be fpoken of the 
Church of Chrift, ilS the Y. afferts, and if he tho't 
that tllis would be the State of' tIle Chllrch in every 
·Period of it, we muft beg Leave to think he was 
miftaken ; tor 'tis evident from Faa, that th~ Cafe 
~ othcrwife. "fIle Time hai never yet been, whe(l 

. ..... . . . 
It 
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it could be truly (aid, there '\P".lS none to hurt nor 
(!cftn>v in t:1e vifible Chtlrch oi'Cbrift, tho~ we ;.ave 

~ 

good Ground to beli:.:ve tile!\: will be fuch 2 l'i~e ; 
and then we acknowledge that no Kind of\Vilr will 
be lawfuJ, no, not a Detenfi~·e \'i~ ar ; an~l ta'l:: Rca
fon is, becaule thea"e will be no \·iolentt to d~fenJ 
ourfelves ~~inft. But to long as lawlds Vioknee 
is oftered2 to long win Defenlive \Var be 1av.1UI, 
and no longer, provided 2Iwa)'~ it be managed WiL~ 
Juftice and HWj~an:ty. 

ASD here 1 cannot but obf~rv~4) that th!lt Caufe 
mllft be built on a ~·ery poor FOlmdation, which 
fhulds in Need of fuch wretched Props to fupport it, 
as fome broken and imperteB: Sentences of the 28-

tient ~'ather~ made Ufe of tor tlUs Purpoft:~ by mofe 
very !\tIen who dc1pife their lluthority in other Ca
fe~ which the whole Cilrillian "., orld, but them
fe~ allow to Ix: of much greater Importance ; 
:md raking into fome obfcure Prophecies of the Old 
Teftament, which, as ic; evident in F at\:, have ne
yer yet been literally fulfilled; and which the 1-s 
make U fe of to pro\·e that Chriil: cannot be the 
true MefIiah, and Juftin j'{m·I)~r, rr erlul/ian, and a 
great ~any more of the V's Authorities., to prove 
the millenary Reign of Chrift, when all the J uft 
fuould rife from the Dead ,vith the fame Bodies that 
thc:y liv'd in formerly, that they fhould fare c1elici
oufly, and enjoy cOrporeal Delights, · and beget 
Children as before; and all this with an equal De
gree of Claim to Truth with this Vindicator ;' they 
are equally qualified to fupport each of the latter 
DoCtrines as the forlner, alld each of the Vindica .. 
tors feerns to be intituled to an equal Degree of Me .. 
.• £' f, ~ 1 t, ~. r · h J).. f 

T1t -: Tor .. ~!-: '" -"\.4' • .....,. .t .I U \..l.( '-~'1eS t(' t e .. ~ . .1) 
.... . " ..., 

-J.VI~tn~·~~n(!_ 'V'I nat 1 nltn tnererore IS m tne JCllttr 
Claufc of the following Paragraph, which was the 
Point this Vindicator undertook to· prove2 I fubmit 

f to the intelligent Reader t~ judge, '/IiZa. ~ T:efc 
,. r~· 

,# 

I 
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" 3rt,; ('()~:'~t _' root~ t~l~t \'~ar cannot be roruaftent 
~ 

, lvicll t:l'-~ ?u::~ and Perl~~tion ofthe-Chrifti3.:~ Re--
~ 

, li~!on. ~ \\" her\.' we may f:~ more ~f hls Sophiftry 
fi!~~ :is if the iUltnor of the Senr.on had ~~ pkad
i!1g for \ \. ;lr wit:~out any Diilir.clion; 2nd as jf" tilete 
Wtr~ a Difference lx-tw~n the Chrillian Rdig!on as 
contain'd in the Nc\v Tl"!bl.'Ilcnt, ~ti the Purity and 

• 
!>errt.'\:t!on of that Religion, wilich he imagines is to 
l~ fOl&l':ll no wl1ttre but among them who have that 
Light which hath delivered th~ln tron) all Sin; md 
that iJlfail~ble Spirit, by v."hich ~UOlle l\1en can come 
to a right U nder1landing of the Scriptures. 
- THA T neither thete Pn:Cit.~ons, nor the Example 
and Teftimony ofChrilt and his ApoftJes, do in the 
leaft: take away the t; fe of carnal \Veapons, fo as to 
make it unlawful tor the Chrillian Magiillc!te to de--
1(-nd his SubjeCts againft a foreign Enemy, I have 
fully prov~d already. And as for the primitive 
Chriftians~ I will filew prefently, that neither (toes 
their Exanlple, or Teftimony, do fOe And there
fore what the r. thinks ftrO(l.g and cogent Proofs, 
that a DefenJive \Var (tor lve (ol!tend for no other) 
cannot be confiftent with the Purity and Perfeffion 
of the Chriftian Religion, as delivered by our Savi
()ur, and written by the Apoftles in the New Tefta
mcnt, will be no Proofs at alJ, but the meer Crea
ture of his own Imagination, which, inftead of pro
,,''''\~ the Truth of his DoCtrine, will expore it to 
·tIlt juH: Indignation of every unprejudic'd reafonable 
Man. 

N ow as to the Example and Teftimony of the 
.primitive Chriftians, nothing can reafonably be in-

. . ferr'd 
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fars d from hmce ,,'lft the LawfulndS ofDefm!i'"'e 
"·ar~forteveral R~fons. Fu11, itmuft be confidered 
that they being Suhjc:ds under thdr ~Iagiftr-.ues. 
which their Religion taught them to regan. as an 
Ordinance of God~ had no Right to refd\: any Vio
lence offered by them, as they were but pri'·.lte ~uh
jcas; becaufe in fo doing. tbey would havc- bee" 
Rebels, and ft"l would have incurr'd the Penaity of 
Damnation. i\ particular Parry of Men rna}- be 
barbaroufiy ussd by their Superiors. and yd it may 
neither be expedi~nt nor la\vfu] tor th~m to defent.l 
themf~lves by Force of .l\rms, becaufe th~ Laws cf 
the Community are againft them ; and as they can
not in Confcience comply with L'tcfe La,vs, \\'hate\rer 
Reafon they may have to lament their ~Iisfortune~ 
they can have none to complain of being obliged to 
fuffer the Penalty. in Cafe of Tranfgrdlion. For 
every Perfon that fubmits to a Government, and 
becomes a SubjeCt: to any Prince, either explicitly or 
implicitly. ftipuhtes and cOnients, that he will pay 
due Obedience to all the Laws of the Conlffion-
\Vealth to which he belongs ; which Lbedier::ce is 
juftly dlle from him to the Government., for the 
l~roteCtion it affords him, and the Pri~-ileges tle en-
joys under it. N ow- if any Su~iea, under fuch o
bligations, 1hould m4d himfdf oblig'd in Confcience 
fO alter his Condua, whereby he tranlgreffes fome 
ftanding Law of the Community; if in this Cafe, I 
fay, he is made to fuffer the Penalty in Cafe of fuch 
Tranfgreffion, it is no more than he had Reafon to 
expect, became he is fuppofe:l to have promis'd 0-
he(iience to whatever Laws lhould be made by the 
LegiOarure of that Govern-nent to which he hath 
rubmitted; and to attempt to defend himfelf 
by Force of Arms againft the Execution of the 
Laws of this Government, would be no ie1S 
than Rebellion. Wherefore the only lawful Reme
dy left him in thi~ Cafe, ii Patience, and Meekne1!.:, 

- uIlder. . .. 
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tmdtt his Sufferill~. Now this was the Cafe of 
the primitive Ciuittians. They w~ a Pany of 
~J .. "tl OOrbaroul1y u'-"'lI~ and they had~ no doubr~ a 
Ri£l:t to bett~·r Treatrnmt; but no one can a)ew~ 

/ 

~it!"". r f!telt they coultljuftly comr1ain of the Executi
on (If rlat.' I-1VS, unkfs it C2D l--e made appcar~ that 
th\..-ir Sl:ptriors weR convinc'd that they had a diviPe 
Comr.jfl:on for what they did contrary to tbofe 
Laws; C:f (w:uch is a Confideration of ~ 
\\'eight in this Debate) that it wou1d have ban 
f{lr the J r.ttrdt 3Ild good • .,f the Publick, or wholr
Con1m~!' IC:. ,. that they fhould have men up in 
A . r, • particuI Self~ · ,- ~~ .. "'\ ~ ....... ~ _.. • ~ ., r _ rn 1~, 311-,. '. - '" ~ ,.;_ ~,-·r f. -\o.)f own ar e 
fence a:.:-.rin!7 ~;~,-:r S:.:pcriors and Fdlow Su~i~ 
have put \'i;10:~- ~', !:-~'Jns in (~ombuftion, and fo have 

• 
been LX C'CCJ:;C~; ~~f gteat and univerfal Calamities. 
E ... ~ef)' BOl~y can f~~ at once the infinite Difference 
between the Cafe of the primitive Chriftians, who 
were punifhed by their own Magiftrates, ba.'aUfe 
they could not in Confcience obey the Laws of thOr 
Country, and that of one N arion's invading ano
ther. Befides, it was v~ much for the Honour 
and Propagation of their Religion, whilft they were 
but a Party of Subjeas, not concerned in the Ma
nagement of State-Affairs, that they fhould engage 
the Favour of their Princes, and attraB: the Heans 
of aq Men to their ProfdflOn, hy their fignal P~ 
tienee, and Submifflon to the gr ... ateft Torments i
maginable. But it nlul1 be extremely to the Dit: 
grace and Hindrance of their Religion, if it 'Obli
ged them, whol they became the whole of a Cnm
Dlunity, govern~(l by their own Laws, to fubmit 
themfClves to be ruined and made miferable by eve
ry law!d"3, foreign Invader. By the former they de
monftrated to all the World the Power of their 
faith, in Cafes in which it was lawful and honoura-
ble for them to fuJfer, and to prefer their Duty to 
~od and their . Country, before their 0"0 private 

_.. -- . . . -~ . lntereft, 
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Interdl-. B:.,t~ upon the 1atter Suppofition, nothing 
could be :;!cju',';~~~~ bilt that C11riftianity was an Ene
my to the puhlick Good of human Society, and 
t!ut it tended to conclude '.vhole Nation~ un~~er 
Slavery and OpprdIion; unlefs, at the fclfil~ tun:!, 
it could be fhewn, that Cilriffians ha"e good and ra
tional Grounds to hope for :~ miraculous, or to trull: 
in m ordinary Providence, without the Ute of 
Means for their Protetlion. 

B;'JT befides the Practice, ",·e a:-e ul7-:~1 with tl:ae 
Teftimony of the primitive Chrift.io!n~ · \.-~!"cial;}' of 
the Fathers) againft th~ Unbwft!ln~f~ of \\'" ar un
derthe GofpeI. To which I r~t)Iy; That tho' the 
lDliverfal Teftiinony of the primItiVe fcit!lCrs of the 
C~~ Churcll~ as to Matters of' f'act, muft of 
Necdlity be received; yet their J udgmr-nt, in any 
di&.-clt Point, or any Part of their .. 6r.t.:j.ce depend
ing upon their Judgment, ought no: to be any far
~ regarded, than as it is tound<:d either on the 
Reafon of the Thing itfdf, or on the Declarations 
of Chrift and his Apoftles. 1\S to the Point before 
us then, nothing can be cOf;ciuded from the SayingS 
of the F atbers, but t!ut it was the .0 pin ion of fome. 
private Men. The firft T einmony the V. quotes is 
that of St. J1t1IbrD{t, a Man-made Minifter~ ard an
eminent Bifhop, ~vhofe T eftimony, if it be autben
tick in every Point he treats ot~ will be '-ery little to 
the Y's Credit. And befides; what he iays in that 
Palfage he hath quoted from him,· relates intirdy to 
his ewn Order, as will evidently appear to any One 
that can read his Offices, a Boo~ wrote by him on
purpofe to teach Ecddiaftjcks th::-ir Duty;· which 
rather inlplies, that others were not concluded by 
the fame Rule, than the contrary .. Againft Arms 
muI S,/Jin"s, fays he, in ar:other Place ., 'We blr.Jt 
- .tho Wtapqns ~Ilt Cftt!rs; f~r Iheft are lin (Jill] 

FWls IIIItl Nhnililnlts oj l; Pr:f./f ~ 

~ I;". s. Or.t. in .! '.~ -
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So may the Pa1rage quoted by him from Drigt" a

gainft Ct:/.fos, as appears from the following '\lords; 
7"0 100ft who, being Unhtaet:t1"s, fays he, WDU/tl olJ/ige 
liS to figbt Jor tht CommGrJJeaUb, mui 10 dtjlrcy .~lti1., 
~l jhaJI give tbis An/v:tr., 'rhat ~.;t1J tbt'ir ,wn IJ~1 
PTirjIJ, 111ltllboft tIle'll ilIltlltlUpmtlht Ser:;~~Ct if thtir 
rtp1l/td Gods, dtJ kttp tbemjtJ,.:ts Ilnjlaiwtl with b ... 
BluoJ, tlxu fo the] may offer .p their Sacrifi,,:s for the 
1,(tbok NllJitJlI 1l:iJb ella tDUl Jl1ljJolhlltd Hands. l\Tei-
tbw, in caft Ihtrt jhfJII/tlllTjft II War, OTt theft Mn 
to he lifted Ut their .. 41.us; and if tbis be 7101 tlou 
u,';thmlt RtBld, bow 'IIiIlCh IIIIJre 1IUtJ tbe) /Jt fllitl. 
afler Ihnr Mmmtr to fighl, .ho, king Pri4Js I. 
lhe MOjt higb God, eJIIktrOlJIlT 10 prt/trlJt tbeta
J"h'tJ frtt jrOlJl Bloo4 tW1 R4pillt? 'Ihot fo .bi!fl 
olbers dTt poOllletl fllith Spoil mul Slaughter, 1M] 
11119 -wrt./tlt wilb Gotl hi11Iftlf IJ.J Cfi1'JlIlIIl mul illCe/
ftmt Prll]trs, for the Wilf.t of them 'Who .. 
W IP" juJt/) (mark this) II1Ifl for the saftlJ of the. 
that gQ'l.'U1I rigbltoujl]·. It was an Opinion early 
introduced into tbe Church, that ruch as put them
felves into holy Orders, ought not to be entangled 
with any other Care, nor diverted by any other dai
ly IMlbour. The Clergy, among all Nations, were 
ever exempted from bearing Arms; which Practice 
obtain t d likewife among the Chriftian Clergy very 
early, as appears by that ColleCtion of Rules called 
The ApojlD/ical C:1W1tS ; and thus we have ftumbled 

. upon the true (Jrigin of the ~akers Non-ref~. 
Principle, which, in the Opinion of fome, loob 
-much more like a Branch of Priefl:craft, than a Doc
trine of Chriftianity. 

THAT St . .Ambroft and Origen did not look UPOl) 
all Sorts of War to be unlawful under the Gofpel, 
is e"idt'nt from hence: The fame Origt. brings in 
BefS, as a Proof that it was lawful for Chriftians to 
make a juft and well order'd War, as often as Ne
ccffity required. And St. A»J,rojt exprel1y affirms t ';I , rrvlt 

..... ..,., . 
.., - ..... _-~ .. --. .~ - -- t:. ~_....... 
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, That limply to go to \Var was no Sin, but only to 
e fight for Spoil and Plundtr.' And likewife in his 
Offices he fays, ' That Foree, whereby either our 
~ Country is lkfended from our Enemies by \Var; 
C or the ,,1 ealt an·J InnOa-nt (lefcnded at Home, or 
C our Afi"ociates frum Pirates and Robbers, is per
c feel: Jufric::.' ,And in another Place he fpeaks 
thus t: 'Th~ Emperor Jli!illi1, tho' an' Apoftate, 
c yet had many CI1:iffi:,~ns that fought tinder his Ban
e ner; to whom when Com'mand was given to mllrcll 
, againft the Enemy in Defence of their Country,' 
e they readily obey'd; but being commanded to 
• march againfl: the Chriftians, then theyacknow ... 
c ledged no Emperor but the King of Heaven! 
Now, whether the Teftimony of thefc two ant~e~t. 
Fathers can be any Proof againft the LawfulneD; of 
Defenfive \Var, I leave the impartial Reader til 

judge. , The Y. fays, after he had quoted Origen's. 
Words": This is a full and' plain' Declaration of the 
Opinion and Pr~1ice of the Chriftians in Origetl s 
Time;· which I beg'Leave to deny:~ For tllo' in 
fome Cafes Chriftians di(l refufe to beai Arms, not ' 
becaufe it was in itfdf urJawful, but in refpeCl: of 
fome Circuinfta..rices they were in, which would not 
admit of the Exerciftl of ,v ar, without doing fome 
Ads that the Chrifti:m' Religion would not allow of~ , • 
(ucb as ta.'<.ing the military Oath" by " the Heathen 
God.c;, or the Genius of the' Emperor; fighting a
gainft their Chriftian Brethren; that is,· being obli- , 
ged to harrafs them in Times of Perfci:ution, and 
the like: I fay, tho' in fuch Cafes as thefe,~Chriffian$ 
did fometimes refufe co bear Arms, yet ~fN umbers " 
of them did bear Arms, both before ail<J alter Origm's. 
Time," and were not condemned by the Church for 
;t, is evident from Hiftory. W e have feen already, 
that the Emperor Julian had many Chril1:ians that 
fought under his Banner,· who are commended by 

. . ~ .. 
t D,O.#" Lill. I, Cap. 17,. 
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St. A.-nhroft for readily obeying the Command to 
light in Ddcnce of their Country, and for acknow
ledging no Emper~r but the King of Heaven, when 
commanded t~ march againft the Chriftians. 

Cltmms ",1ltX6ndrillfls exprefly fays· , 'That_ 
, Chriftian nlay be a Magiftrate ;' which implies 
that he liid not think all '" ar unla\vful. And 
when deJcribing the I-Iabit of a Chriilian, he fays, 
, It ,,'ould become him to be unJhod, unlefs he be 
, a Sol,jier. ' Cit1llt1ls Rot1IIlIIIlS fayst, C Let the 
, Sold!er that defires Baptifm be inftruCl:ed to ab
, ftain from wrong doing, and from Oppreffion, and 
, to content himfdf with his Pay: If he be willing 
, to obey, let him be admitted.' And I defy any 
Man to Ihew, from the whole Hiftory of the 
Church; where ever any were rejec1ed from Bap
tirm, or read out of the Meeting, becaufe he was a 
Soll!ier ; ''1hich tlndollbtedly wo'lld have been donej 
had all \V ar been inconftftent with the Purity and 
Periettion of the Chriftian Religion. 

AND tJirlllllian, another of the Y's Authoritiest 
exprefly fay$, '\V c, tho ~ Strangers, do notwith~ 
, ftanding Jupply all your Places and Offices, we fill 
, your Cities, Itlands, Caftles, Towns; Councils, 
t yea, and your \rery Camps.' And in. another 
Place he f.:tys, ' \Ve both fail and fight with you id 
, the faille }c'JeetU.' 

AND he tclIs the fame MarCIJS Aurelius, who, as 
\. f the 1'. fays, threatened the Chriftians in his Time 

for not bearing Arms, but could not prevail with 
them fo to do (which, tho' true, can be nO Proof 
that Chriftians thought all W ar contrary to Chrifti
anity) 'That the Prayers of his Chriftian Soldiers, 
, had procured from God Rain in the Time of 
, Drought.' . 

AND in another Placet he commends the B.-.ave-
H ry 

• PIJag. Lih. 2. Cap. II. t C'.o/I. Li/'. 8. Cap. 3z, 
I .1,0/. C,Rtr. G.nll,. C.,,;. 37· Clip. 4:. ·t Dt Yr.". IrJi/if"4 
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ty of that Soldirr before all his Brethren, that had 
r)lrO\Vn 3\\9ay the (;arlclnd when he ]lad won it; in ... 
tima!ing unto the faid Emperor, that he had many 

1 'J Cl .. r. · ~ 11. ()tilcr 1l1C 1 .1rll(lan ,.0 talCrs. 

i\ ,0 Vw·e llave Ir.fi'lnccs out of tIle fame .l.t\utilor; 
('If ~)()Jlli~rs th:~t ~n\~ur\:'.i "I

1

0rlnents even to I)l-arl" 
for tll{~ Chrifh:m .F a~tl1t a"d \vere thcrefclre worthi
ly admitted by the Church to the trunc Honour with 
~ .. 11 .• ":\,1 ~-~·r'" . • Jl: t.-ll f~l~l.:"',. ~. 

A!'lD St. ~\-p;-i.~.r., the famolls Bifhop ofCaribl1lf, 
3!1() ;lnot)lcr (,t rhe ,i"'S }\lJthorities againlt the La\v
fuJnt'is of Det~'nlin~ vYar, expreily fays of two 
l\1en, both ./!frj(Ci/ Soidiers, , l'hat they were once ' , 
< Sold;!:fs fight!r.g uncer fecu!ar Prince~, but they 
~ \\'ti"~ at tIle j~1!11C Time trt:e Soldiers of GOll, 
~ when by the Cont'tfton of their ~Faith in Chriil, 
< they vanquilbetl t!)C De,;l; and by rJleir in'~ncj-
, bIe: P;ltience t)n(~~r th~ Crofs:J were ennobled with 
( tIle C rc\\-n of 1\1 art)TrtlOll1. ' And here I cannot 
hut remark, how groundlcls the ]/'s Suggeftion ~. 
l)ag(~ 53. anlI ho\v ttnl'ha:itably he gueflt~s, where; 
fptalting ot'rhe Sl)lt1iers itll)j~'!cfill~'tS Ann}',- he 1ay~ 
< Bllt \\7hat Sort of" Clrriltians thoie wc~c in tile EI&
( peror's ilrmy., \\-homI)io11 1:li~\ cou]ll fight~.\\·e C2ft 

C tlnly gl.lcfs at. "fhey n1igfit in{icrd !>ear tIle Na.T.e 
< ()l' Cllr:ftians~ as lVIlJlrlttlties (1~ Now --a-days.' 
i'· ~lr,vcr; It appr:lrs trom what I ha"\'e jllft now 
f~.lll, that there were nlany Soldiers among tile pri
miri,re Cllri1tians, \\·ho did more tllan bear the N arr.e" ; 
()f Chriili:lns ;:. for they fuWered l\'lart\Frd('m, not 

4 J 

becaufe they would not bear Arms~ but becaufe they 
",vould not renounce Chrifti:mity. And even thote , 
Soldiers in Diu/dian's Army~ might be nlore than ~ 
meer nominal C}1ri~tians, tI10' tliev \vere not fo fCfl!-

" puious ac; Max:mili.m wac;; who by miftaking the 
tnlc ~1eaningof1omePafrages in theGofpel (as k>me 
now··a-days do) Inight think they imply' J a Pro .. 

hibitior: 
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h!bition of all Ufe of the S\vorti. But this Y. I find, 
~iIl allow none to be more than nominal Chriftians, 
who have not got an lTpJerll:nding cxauly of a Size 
\1lith h:s own; in which Cafe, I cat) afiurc hir:1, eve-
ry AuthQrity he hath here quuted, w!U be but a no
~!nd Chriftian; for they and he differ \rery wi~t1y 
on evcl}T Point of the Chritl:iaJl Religion, ho Never 
well he D1ay think they agree in this. But fllrrher; 

, that there were Sot.iias in the primitive Times, that 
were more tbm meer nominal Ch:ifri:ms, will ap
pear from the noted Paffage of the Cf'bitttlll Legion. 
But betore I procetd :'0 give any Account of it, it 

, t will be proper to obferve~ that fometimes whl~n the 
Perfecutioll "las heightcncll, all the Chriftian Soldiers 

. and Offi~ers, ,IS we}l as o~crs.. were cOflllnanded to 
renounce ~hriftiani~y, and embrace Paganifm, by 
pouring Incenfe on the Altar to the Heathen Gods, 
or delivering up their Bibles, and the like, whlch, tho" 
fome thro' Fe.u- coml)ly'd wjtb, yet g;-eat Numbers 
abfolutely refufed it; and this drew~pon them the 
Torments they {uffered. N°ow this Le~10n having been 
~onvtrted lJn[oChriftianity fon1e Tinle before by the Bi
lhop ofJerttJalem, when they lay in P ok)li;;'! 't as Eluheri
flsfaith, cl)ntentcd~y fenT'd in tIle }\Cl11yair that Tinle, 
but being fuJi>etted by the Emperor 1\L1ximian cof 
having embrac'd Chriftianity, they were command
ed to iacrifice ~.? Idols ; which they abfolutely rdu-
fing, aJlli. t:ontcffing themlcl'v"es to be Cllrifti,111s, 

, . were all put to Death at the Emperor'.; Conimaf!d. 
Now this Legion, though very powerful (it confifr
ing of 6666 brave S~ldiers) did not attempt any 
Reftftance; blth be~aufe it would have been ini-

~ pomble for them to defend ~emfelves againft the 
.~ Einperor's whole Army, and. becaufe they look'J 

ppon it as inconfiftent with the Duty of Subjects to 
oppofe their l\lagiftrates in the Execution ° of the 
I.:aws. But tllO' they would not defend themfelves 
tlgainft their own Magiftrates (which ¢eed would 
. Hz ~ 

~ 
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not havebeen agreeable to the Law of Nature) ytt it 
appears from the noble Speech they made betore their 
EXecution, that they were not principled againft 
bearing A!"Ills in Defence of the~ Country. 'A
& gainft any foreign Power, fay they, we freely of
e fer our Hands, which yet we dare not imbrue ~ 
c the Blood of Innocents. Our Arms wl1ich have 
, been long pracns'd in fupprelrmg Vice, and in van
e quifhing Foes, nev~r yet knew how to opprefs the 
& Righteous, or to cut the Throats of our Neigh
C bours and Fellow Citizens, '\Then firft we enga
C ged in War, we reniember it was to proted, and 
e no~ to dcftroy: \V e have' hith~rto fought for J u- t ~ 
, ftice, for Piety, for the Defence of Innocence; 
, for thefe Prizes we have flighted all Dangers; we 
e have fought for the Defence of our Faith, which 
, 1hould we have broke with G()(i, hOlY caoft thou, 
, 0 Emperor! expea that we lhould keep with 
c thee ?'. . : - . 

IN fhO~, in moft of the antient Perfecutions, w~ 
.find Examp~es of Chriftian Soldiers, who were ~ 
content and ready t\) die Martyrs, a.s any other \. 
Chriftians! In Tertullitm's Titne, it appears, they 
were as co~ragious ill paffive, as active V aIour~ 
A nd in the P erfecution of Decius, we read of a '; 
File, or, as fome render it, 0 a Troop of Soldiers, 
who attending m the Cou~ of Judicature, where 
Chriftians were try'd for their ReligioJl, ran to the 

. Bar, and cry'd out, We areoChriftians; and made \ ' 
the Judges themfelvo 

• .j t(emble. 0 Ellfooius faith~ I 

~ Chriftian Soldiers went out in a Kind of Pomp 
, and State to die, and rejoic'd at the T eitimony , 
C they were to give for the Faith. J... I could bring 
many mQre Examples of t~ Nature among the . 
Cllriftian Soldiers, but this is enough to {hew, that 
there were Numbers of Soldiers among the primt
t ive Chriftians that were .more than meer nominal 
Chriftiam, as this Y. uncharitably fuggefts. FroDl 

all 
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~l which it apprars, that nothing can be concluded 
from the Teftimony or PraCtke of the primitive 
Chriffians againft !he LawfulndS of Defenfive War 
againft a foreign Invader. 

BUT even fuppofmg that fome of the Chriftian Fa
fhers were really of Opinion, that all War was un. 
lawful under the Gofpel; what then ? Will this a
~ount to a Proof that it really is fo ? Every Father 
the Y. hath quoted, taught DoB:rines, and hdd Opi
nions more zealoufly than he can prove they did the 
U nlawfulnefs of Defenfive War; and yet I prefume 

" fheir Authority has no Weight with him in thefe 
Points. "St. Amlwofo maintain'd the Nece1lilY ofE
pifcopacy to the Being of a true Church, that Wa
ter Baptifm, and the Belief of the RefurreCtion of the 
{rune Body, Wt"re neceffary to" Salvation (as did ~ 
th(: Fathers he hath mentioned.) Atbe1lllgoras main
~ain' d the W orfhip of Angels, and that they were 
created to take Care of Things here below. He 
:recommends Virginity, condem~ fecond Marriage~ 
and calls them an honourable Adultery\' 

TERTULLIAN1 who writes more like a 
Poet than an Hiftorian, can hardly ever be literally 
~terpreted, witho~t making him to appear:1 Wri
ter of no good Character. He afferts-, That a 
~ffian~~in~~~pe~~~~oo 
pf a Judge, nor ferve as an Executioner of Juftice. 
He ablolutely cond !mos fecond Marriages, as being 
Aduiteryt. He prohibits Chriftians to avoid Martyr-
dom; and enjoin' d the moft ftriet and frequent F afts. 

CLEMENS·ALEXANDRINUS held the 
abfolute N eceffity of Water Baptifm, pleads that 
'ris unlawful to fly from Perfecution, contrary to 
. our Saviour's 'Vords; that a true Chrit'tian is free 
from Paffions, even the moft innocent Ones, except 
fuch as regard the Prefervation of the Body; and 
that the Chriftian is die onl)· rich Manll. 
· . ORIGEN 
. ! D,li,l. Cal. 17. t DI Q", •. wI· II. II p,-" 
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o RIG E N maintains, that all intelligent Beings e,·er did, 

anel ever JlWl, exitl; that they have been -al~·ay~ free to dQ 
~ood and Evil. and that they have been precipitated into 10\\". 
cr Places, and coniin ~ J to Bodies for a iluniihment of ,h:ir Sin~t. 

As tt? }'lq.'t"im;ij·.~, ,vho, as the Y. fays fliKercd DeatJl to~ 
refufing to bear Arms~ DQthing can be intcr:'d from thisobfcure 
ingle lnftance againll the Lawfulnefs of the Pr-citlicc ; fmee, ai 

I l.ave ihewD, many Cl1riftjine whq fuffered Death for the fake 
of their Religion did fOe Ei~c~ there lI1i;ht be fome Circum
boce attending his -particular Cafe~ \Vhlch tn=!Q~ it his Duty 
to refufe it; or he may have been one ofthofe Chriftians \ve 
read of, who were fo iDtemp~rate ·in their Zeal, that they ran 
unnecejfariiy to TQ;rmen~~ and defir'd rather to be condemn'd 
than abfolv-!d. an..! di4 feveral ot~er Thin&S ill which \\Oe are 
under no Obligation to foJlow their Steps, ftQr to think that 
they were oblIged by any Precept of the Gofpel to aft as they 
did. Now wliat ~ \vollid o~feneJ from whaitI have f~d upo~ 
Qefe Opinions of the Fathers, . is this ; That if this Y. \\·ill not 
aUow the }~uthority of ~~(e Fa'~hers in one Cafe, as I am plet~ 
ty confident ~ will nOt~ why ~ou!{l ~e urg.e it fo ftrenuoufly 
in another 1 ~f th~ univerf~ Example of ;hc rriJnitive (-hrilil
an, is not to b~ followed in one Cafe, it ~nnot, if w~ confider 
it by itfel~ bejull1y· accounted of ~reater'Folce in &&yother. 

IT may juftly be expected, that they who argue io llrongly 
from their E~ple, according to the Account giye~ Qf it by 
thefe Antien~, lhould imitate it in all other Inftances recorded 
by the flUDe \Vriters, Of, at lecul, argue for the Nece1Jiry of f~ 
doing. But whiltl -they a£kno,vledge no fu~' Necefiity iq 
many other Cafes; we cannot oiink tileir bare Example to be~ 
in this Cafe only, of great Importance, even could it be prov': 
~d. But in Truth none of the Fathers fay ally thing fro~ 
whence it can be concluded, tk;,t Defenfive War, againlt a {o-.;, 
reign Enemy, was reckoned unlawful by the primitive Chri1~
emS. l£erl.Jliall, 'tis true, feems,. in fom~ Cafes, to fpea_~ 
doubtfully of it. not becaufe it was in itielf unL1.wf\11, as lob. 
ferved above, but becaufe Ch.rii!ian Soldiers \'ier~ ap~' ~o be ex. 
pofed to fome Aaions which were n~t cenfiftell~' wit~ t11eir 
Chriftian Profeftion. Hence we find he objeas in one Place. 
, That Chriftian Soldiers were fODleti;nes conlmanded to fwear 
• by the Heathen Gods:' Whereupon -~n another Place he ar
gues thus j 'Shall, fays he, a Chriftian watch to guard the 
• Temples of thore Gods whom he hath renounced? Shall he (up 
c there where he is forbidden to eat? Shall he defend thofe 
• Spirits by Night, which he c:xorcifeth by Day l' An~ 
then he adds.; 'How many other great Offences may b .. c 
, ften in military Duties, which Qlnnot be otherwife interprc::
_. ed, but as Breaches of our Chriftim La\vs?' But tho' in 

. fomy 
l D, Prill"I;;' $1"",., 
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to~e Flaces he thus (peaks doubtfull,,,. yet in other Plates h~ 
fpeaks more favourabJ)·, 1'0 as to make it appear, that he dicl 
not under!land it to be inconfiftent with the Purity and Pafeai· 
on of the Chrillian Religion. He (peaks of it as dangerous, 
but not as unJa,\'ful ; and that ~t is fo; 1 know no bod, that 
~\·i)l deny. ~ftd~~t the Plares I ha,-c quoted al.udy ~ wherein 
this Father fpeaks favourably of a juft: Ylar, in his lib/.I.'r;lI. 
~e f.lyS; C It is much queluoned \vhether ehridians may take 
c Arln~, or ~htther Soldiers ma)" be admitted to Chriftianity." 
And in his C'7tmtl ltli/il;s, after he had difputed a while againll 
the La,,·fulnefs of War, he at ler.gth diflinguifhes between him 
th3t entered into Arms before he was baptized, and him that 
fitled himfelfafter lbptifm. 'For; fays he, their ConditioD 
C is plainly otherwife, whG being nrft Soldiers, were afierwarda 
• converted to the Faith, as thein whom St. 1.b• admitted 
c to 11is Baptifm; or that faithful €enturion "s wbom Chrift ap
« proved of, and whom St. Ptltr inftrUaed i pt:ovided that 
I having once embraced the Chriftian Faith,. and being fealed 
, up thereunto by Baptifm; they either renounce dIe War 
, prefently, as fome have don~, . or take fpecial Care that they 
Ie do nothing therein that may oKend God.' Whe~ce it is evi
dent, tn:!t 'ftrill/lia" look"d upon the milit:Lj' Office only as 
dangerous,~ but not as un13\vful ; becaufe Chtiflians might con
tinue in Arms aftr~ &ptifm; V\~hl~' certainly -would not have 
been l)ernlitt~d by him,: if he- ba~, "l1onght that all War was con
ti:try to the Gofpel,' no more than lvlagicians and Soothfdym 
\vere permitted after Baptifm to retain their unla\vful Profdi
ons. '-They who profefs rljch Arts as the Chriftian Difcipline 
.. do not al 1 0\\'·9 fays het, are not to be admitted inte the 
t Church of Chriil:. f And of the fame Opinion were St. b-
g~~/li1!t and St. ~~'Priall. I have fhe\vn above, that both St • 
.Alnf,ro.~" and St. y-pria" approv'td of a juft War, and fo did St. 
LluguJiine and St. Baftl. " Good Men, faith the Fira-, make 
,- War their Refuge; but wiGked Men make it their Delight.1i . 

And the Latl gives this Teftimony of tae primitive ehriDians : 
, That their Anceilori never accounted that Execution which-'" 
do~e in a jul1 'Var as Murder;" but always held them excu·d .. 
t"!lit fought for the Defence of Chaftity, and of Piety .. 

N E I T Ii II. was ther~ an>:, on~ BiOiop, th~~ ~e read of, among 
fo many that \vere great :)ufferers for RelIgIon. that ever re-
J?ro\"d CowJIlI"tint (who was turn'd ~hrifti~) for mak~ng War. 
or .at ever endeavoured to make hIS SoldIers decfuie It; tlto' 
many of them were ver}' revere .Dnclplinarians, (paring neither 
Pl'ince nor People, that \vere defeltive in their Duties. Now 
let the impartial Reader but' confider \\'hat th:s Y. hath a.lledg-
ed from the Example and Teftimony of the primiti\re Chrittians 
~ prove the Unlawfulnefi of Defen1i\·e \\·ar, an" what I havtr.a 
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•• am is hf'wer tlaa_. aa4 thea let him jadce With .. t.at 
Al'iIJ8I!U ~ ~ fay! ~ T.bat the E'~mpJa aucl Tcft~.ia · 
• aI tile pnmatne Cbrllia~) tha~ ~amcc to ~ Gofpd had 
• that EM, DOt Oldy m lIye Chriftlins uaward Peace,. but to 
• take awa1 the ure of camalWeapoDS, are nry Arone aDd c0-
• ICDt ProofS, ~t Wat Clnnot be confident with the Punty ucl 
• P~rrcaioD of the Cbrifti:m ReliziOll· And ena tho· it ma, 
appear doubtful, whether there ADtimts look'J upon aD War to 
be anlawfal, which, to me, it don DOt, yet we ought DOt 

from theac:e to make ao~' DcuM, wlleth~r it be Ja",-ful (or us 
to eater into a nttdWy War lOr defending our Country apnft 
• foreign Eoaay.. MDy of the primitifc Fathcn.di6JJow~d of 
(eamd Ma..'Tia&cs, and fe,!UI other lawful Praftices, as I bye 
ihewa above; yet DO wife Man will COIidjldt, that th~are in 
themfelns aalawful. For . tho' the OmiftioD of fIlCh Pratlicn 
might be opedicat thea. aad. in rome ~fbDc:cs. Omaa 
men:s of the Chri.'tim trofdiOD. and accep e to Go4 ; (ueb 
as Cdibacy in tiules of PerfecatiOD,' ~c. yet they arc Dot im .. 
pos"d upon as by the Necciity cfany Law. 

NAY further; Admit there are fome T~ of Scrip~, 
which fecmin,ly forbid all Sorts of War; )~t ince i~ hath 
been reckoned by all ~ Men a Means (Wlicient for avoiding 
pcrfoual In~veDieoaes (as cutt!ng oK a Right hand. 0' pluck
mg Ollt a. Rlght-eyc) to admIt uf an)' Scefe rather tlWl the 
literal; much rather 1hfNJd thofe Places of Scriptute that are 
1lrg'd againft !he Ufe of carnal Weapons in DefenCe of Mens 
Li~ iiDd J.iherties admit of any Senfe, than that Chriftianity 
thould ~ mac~ :u deftrov that ,,·~ch is .one of th~ main Pillars , 
of Human Society.. For if it be granted that the World cannot 
fublift withoilt Goyernment; Dor any Government without Pro
teaion nnd Defti!;!e, which e,Uf Body but a wild Vifionary; 
or bare fac~d Hw~mte, will readily grAllt; thea_ it is as cu
hin, that that Rdigion c:mnot be Good, which teaches futh 
~, which6 if follo.ed, thro'their native. Confequen
ces, will deftrJy ;11 Government, and turn human Society into 
• Field l)f B!nod.. And therefore } conclude j that every fuch 
Doarine, let it~~ Pretences to sanffity be e~er fo fpecious, and 
de Abettors Of'l~ <ycr fo precife. ought nOt ouly to ~ held ia 
the DtmOft Abhon'ence aad DelCftatio:&, by f!very true Friend 
to his COllDtty, butit} be fllppreft with all pot1ible Care and Pru-
~~, :s a NWfan~~:md Peft to the G~~emme!lt.where i.t ~smam-

.1a1a'd, and ~ C&Teglous Rep6ach to the Chntba~. ~b~o!. 
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