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At aCounc¢rit held in,the Council
Chamber in Bofton, upon- Thurfday

May 29. 1713,

Y [ ia z‘.‘r 'l | ,
Oudereds: 15 -y T o0

LHAT PENN TOWNSEND

F

- ond-ABDEMETE R DAVEN.
PORT Efqrs; give the Thanks

v - of the: Beend tonthe Reyesend
Mr. BENJAMIN COLMAN for his
Sermon  preached Yefterday before the
(JENERAL ASSEMBLY, and defire
"1 Cepy thereof in order toits being Printed.
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J.WILLARD Secr.
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The Relipious Regards we owe o
our COUNTRY, and the Bleffing
of Heaven aflured thercunto.

A SERMON

Preached before His Excellency

SAMUEL SHUTE Efqg;

tHis MajesTy's Councit, and
the ASSEMBLY of the PRro.
vince of the Meffuchufr:ts-Bay
m NEwW.ENGLAND, May 28.
171 8.

Being the Day for the ELECTION
of His Majefly’s Council there,
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By BEnjamin CoLMAN ALM.
Paftor of a Church m Boflon.
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- To'the Honourable =~ " -
Sir WiLriam AsaursT-K¢:
‘ AND .

Joun Barrmeron Suurte Efqgs

following Dif-
courfe prefum-
ed to mention
your Honoura-
ble Names, as
diftinguith’'d a-
mong the Ge-
nercus Friends
:% and Patrons of
'I.l :il Y

- S, my dear Ceun-
77y, to whom fhould I now Infcribe 1t but
t6 Tour Selves, if indeed it may be fecmly

L

and excufable to tender You {uch amite ot
velped: and gratitude. .

T e
= 3 !
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THE Subje&t is fuch as muft needs be
acceptable to worthy and Superior Perfons,
born and rais’d for ‘the good~ of others,
whofe Ambition it is to be extenfive Blef-
Jings to the World, and who like the Qrbs
of Light that roll over us are’ difpenfing
their benign Influences to diftant Regions.,

GRATITUDE to our Benefallors is
one of the firft points of Juftice and ‘He-
nefty: But if a private Benefit and per-
fonal Obligation demand a moft grateful
Acknowledgment, how much more thofe
of a common and pubiick nature to a Peo-

ple 3 which like thelightand rain ot ‘Hea-
ven are of unknownextent, and of rieftis

nable price.

1 OWE this Duty thereforeto my Gouns
zry, to render You the beft and moft pub-
lic Thants I am able for all the Services
and Benefits You have done 1it, and to

ask your continued kind concern on all
Qccafionsfor a PR o VINCE, whole diftine

guithing Layalty and durtiful Affection to
the K1xG's moff Excellent Majefly, and
the Proteflant Succeffion in His Hufirions
Housk, has already commended 7 dnto

- your jift and noble Regards. \
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[ hope You will have the Prayers of
an Obliged pious Pecple, and that zbeir
GO D will think upon You for Good accar-
ding to all that you bave done, or may yet
do for them ; and which is much more,

according to all you may have done, or
fhall do, for the Religious and Civil Inter-

efts of GREAT BRITAIN, where it
has pleafed the DIVINE PROVIDENCE

to make You fome of the Ornaments and
Bleflings of your Age.

THAT You may fii live fo, is the
Prayer of

GENTLEMEN

Your moft Hun:ble
Obliged and Obedient

Servant

Benjamin (olman,
Eﬂﬂon il'l mj"-n - . oo o e 2
Eﬂg!gnd, Fune

4 K918,
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NEHEMIAH V. 19,

Think upon me,my GO D, forG 0od éc;orcéo
- ing to all that I baye done for this People,
- v o= - ' y » r : A

VERY fhort, but 2 very ferious,
pathetical and pleafant Prayer this.
‘Happy the man "that is ablg to
make it, ‘and happy the Beople
A W among whom there gre'many
that can folemnly make it. It is an dppeal to
God refpe&ing the faithful love and religious
regards we bear to opr Country, 3nd tp the In-
terefts of God init. Itis a lifting up our hand
to Heaven, and {wearing by Him that livgth
and ruleth there, and to him to whom we’ owe
and fhou’d bear true Faith and sllegiance for
ever and ever ; that inour refpective places we
do and will live and aét for Him and his Peoplé.
It isin effe& to fay ( and how awfulis fuch an
Oath to God ) fo think upon me my God for
Good, as I think upon this People “with'a
fincere defire of their Good.” Who of us pow
dare affume the Words before the L O R D, our
King and our Judge ¢ And yet who of us js
shere that may be E,;;mgablg: before himif we gr
T . ‘o ) - o - A S | ~tk*g5
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not able to do it ¢ The man whofe Confcience
tells him that he bears an honeft hearr to his
Country and the Religion of Gnd in ig, he may
hufn_nbly make the Prayer and take the Comfort
of it. . .

LET us now confider the Adan chat firlt made
it, the Time and the Occafion of his making i,
and then the Prayer by ic {lIf,

t. THE great & good Man that made it was
Nehemiah, who was twelve years Governour of
fudea under Artexerxes King of Perfia. He was a
very pious and excellent Ruler, s Man that came
10 ﬁ!zk the FVelf.drs of the Children 0f Iﬁ'aeE. His
whole ftory: difcovers a very deep Tip&ure of
{crious Piety in his Soul, that he was 2 man of
much Devotion and very frequent and folemn
in Prayer. The (piric of Mefes- and Fofmas and
Samuel and David, and of Febofbaphat, Hezehrah
and Fofish refted upon him in this refpett.

WE mav profitably obferve what bro’t him to
his Government, and with what Difpofition  of
Mind he came, and on whar Motives. ‘e
came not for Honour, or Riches, for he had
eno’ of thefe before, and knew, when: he had
eno’, and had a hecar: large éno’ npot only: to
ufe ’em for his own Comfore, byt to fpend ‘em
for the public Good. He had been the Kings
"Cup bearcr 3 an Officz of high Honourand great
Favour, and the Profic was tobe fuore equal to
the Dignity of che Pot. By this he f{tood in
the Prefenze of the King, and  attgnded. at his
- Table
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Table in the Month of his Waiting, and :give
the Wine into bis Hand. ‘

NEITHER did he come'to enjiy Tafe and
Pleafure. He might have had more of théfk
at the Court. They thatr dwell in Kings Palaces
g0 infoft Cloathing, live fumptuoufly and fare
delicioufly every day. The danger thére is of
furfeiting in foft -pleafures. 1t 'may be that
Nebhemiah the rather left it for that Reafon.
And for whart, in Exchange, did he forfake tlic
Volupruous fcene 2 for Fernfalem in its Ruines !
and the Remnawt of the Captivity in great afflitlion
aitd Reproach 2 This was what wéll became his
Vertue and Devotion. He preferred the very
duft of Ziomnto the Gardens of Perfia, the broken
Walls and Gates of Ferufalem to the Palaces of
Shufhan. He had racher come to repair thefe
than to dwell at eafe in them. N

IN aword, as the Cafe was truly Extrdordi-
nary, and fo the Reafon of Nebemiahs {¢éKing;
the Government of Fud.b, even the Melancholy
account that was given him of the préfent State
of Ferufalem ; {o in a very Extraordinary man-
nier he peepared himfelf for the fervice of his
Country ; He fat down and weps, -and modincd
certain days, and fafted and prayed to 1he Ged-df
Hcaven 3 and his moft cxcellent Prayer wlich
he praved on this Occafion is récorded in the
firlt Chapter of this Bock. Now 1t muft be aé-
knowieaged cthat the ke Solempicy 1s not
néceflary in every Commiffion for the Govern-

. B2 35 § R«
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snent 6£a P{q'c}inrqn; No, far otherwife : it may
be much rather efteem’d 3, Circumftance, of life
ealling for a devout Thank(giving to God : But
only let.there be an Acknowledgement, of the
Divine Providence governing our Changes and
chufing for us our refpe&ive Offices.s let us have
a fenfe of our Dependance on God, our Obli-
gations to_him and our Accountablenefs, and
fet .us.be humbly fecking his Prefence, Influence
and  Help always, without which we fhall
nev%:f' dif¢harge the Duties of the moft Inferior
Truft. . . . L o .

. BUT fo much for the Perfon here praying, Ne-
hemiah, the Excellent Governour of poor Fudea ;
‘. Who in myEye (f{aysa late pious Expoﬁtorj
¢ the’ he never wore 2 Crown, nor commanded
*“an Army, nor conquer’d any Country, nor
5 was fam’d for Philofophy or Oratory ; yet
' being a pious praying Man and a fingular
¢ Servant of the Church of God in his day, was
°f really 3 Greater Man and more Honourable,

¢ pot,only than any of the Reman Confuls or

;‘ ictators, but.than Xenophen, or Demofthenes
-; or Plata himfelf, who livid ac the fame time
‘ the bright Ornaments of Greece. |

. 2. LET us obferve at what tine & upon what
Oceafion it was that Nebemiah prayed the Words
of my Text 3 It was fome time after his arrival
at his Government, and entrance upon the ad-
miniitration thereof. I_For,.; as {oon as he ¢ame
Yo Ferifalem and had publifi’d his Commiifion,
e did faftinedy and With greac Diligeﬁ:iéfe;

- sy
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apply himfelf to.the Work he came about, the
Duties of his High Station. This , he did wich
great Integrity and Honour: He did fot lofe.a
day in Diverfions, buc fet himfelf to:Bufinefs.
He buile the Wall of Jerufalem, and took - care
for the Replenifhing the Holy City: He took
the-Number of his People, he redrefs’d their
Grievances, and reform’d divers great Difor-
ders and Abufes. He look’d to their Morals
and led them in the Worfhip of God. He call’d
’em to thofe folemnities of Religion which their
prefent State made fuical I3, even to Fafting and
Prayer, and their Renewing their Covenant
with GOD. | ~

IN this pious and princely manner did his
Zeal, Piety and Charity work, with unknown
Induftry and Labour. And it is {fcarce to be
faid in. what his Vertue moft, appear’d, or in
what Vertue he moft Excell’d ; whether in
‘Generofity to the public, in Tendernefs to the
poor and peedy, in Compaflion to the Op-
prefled, in Courage toward the Rich and Great,
the l}tulqrs and Nobles 3 or in Indignation
againit the wicked, the fenfual, the profane ; the
cruel and unjuft man. |

~ INDEED there are fome _things here re--
corded.of this moft Fxcellent Governour,which
ho’ they were truly Glorious in Him, yet

rictly are not to be bro’c into Example. Par-
ticularly we are told in the Verfes juft - before
the Texc, that from the Time b: took the Govern-
tient Ele did ‘wor ect the Bread of the Governour.
HeaE 28 el ¢ breaq . i



He was not chargeable to ’em as his Prede-
¢effors had been. He ferv'd ’em for nothing,
he was {o rich and they {o poor, and his heart
was as big as his purfe ; nay he made his fer-
vants work for the public Grasis, whetreas the
fervants of the former Governonrs bare rule over the
people 5 {queezing thein with one prétended Per-
quifite or another. But Nebemiah was too
much a Father to his People, and a Fearer of
God to allow this. He né¢ither durft do it nor
was he Inclin’d to do it. o

YET he kept the Table of a Prinée;, while
he wou’d not require or accept the Bread of the
Governour. 'There were at his Table daily an
hundred and fifty of the Jews and Rulers, be-
fides Strangers 3 and accordingly there was daily
prepard for him ofie Ox and fix choice Sheep;
with Fowls in fome proportion, and once in ten
days ftore of all forts of Wine ; and yet for all
this he did not require the Bread of the Go-
vernour, becaufe the Bondage was heavy upon
the People.

NOW 1 fay this is not to be brot into
Example to oblige Governours in other places
and times, and not in like Circumf{tances, to do
the like. No, It wou’d be very vain and ridi-
culous to pretend 1e.  All that a Goveinour or
Ruler is to learn from this Noble {pirit and
a&ion is this, to be Generous, to be tender of a2
People, to confider his own and their Circum-
{tances ; to moderate his Defires after Gain,
not to extort and fqueeze himfelf, nor to let any
that are under him do fo.

NEHE-
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N E HE MIAH had the Heart of a Chriftian,
( for the Gadly:are juft alike under both Tefta-
ments ) and who can read the Record of his
noble  Deeds without. remembring the Words of
our Lord - Jefus which' he .{pake,-It is: more
bleflfed to give rhan to receive. Aé. 20. 25.. It
argues a more blefled Difpofition, and infers a
more blefled State. | -
AFTER all, Few Governours are rich like
Nebemiab. Yle had amafs’d great Riches in the
Perfian Court, and had been wont to live mag-
nificently. And now he pioufly ( and I had
almoft faid profufely ) fpends it in the Service
of the poor afli®ed Church. He liv’d of - his
own in great State and Expence, for he . had
( he knew ) wherewith to do it. And:bletied
be God, Our Circumftances are not like. thofe
of the Remnane of the Caprivity., We are
poor eno’ ’tis true, but not like them ; not are
our Spirits lowr'd like theirs with our Condition.
Look on us, and judge how poor we be V' Leock
on our Cloathing, our Furniture; our ‘T'ables;
our. Children ; and if it were not for thame ]
had faid oyr Bals, and fay if we be Poor ! Judgé
by our.Idle hours and Idle Expences! if we are
rich in thele we muft not be poor only. ro the
State and Church. We are well able to do
much more than ever we yet have doneg Acr
the honourable Support both of the Magiitracy
?‘?d.the Miniftry,and fhould be never the poorer
or ir, S o
- AND fo much for the time wherein Neke-
wiah ueter'd this prayer, a prayer which every
. now
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now & then we find him repeating, and always
beautiful in  him becaufe feafoggbly.'urtgr’d. '

2. I COME now to confider the Prayer by it
felf 1 Think upon e my God for Good, according - to
all that I have d ne for this People,

IF ever the words can become a Mortals
mouth they became his. We muft put an
humble Chriftian fenfe upon ’em, which ex-
cludes Boafting. Here’s nothing in ’em but
what is modeft, lowly and abafing before God ;
Nothing Vain-glorious, but altogether gracious
and devout. He could comfortably remember
what he had done, and pray overit ; and he
knew how to pray, was us'd to it, even to re-
member God of his Covenant Faichfulnefs and
promiied Mercies, * CT

HERE Obferve,

1. THE happy Freedoms and Confidence with
which he addrefles God. My God, He claims,-
he pleads an Intereft in him,a Relation to him. .
My God, whofe I am and whom 1 ferve. By
God he ruld, and for him only 3 by his Word
and according to his Will, and for his Glory.

2. BIS Requeft. Think upos me, In which
I wou’d remark two things, his Modefty and
his Faith. T
Firt, TBE Afdcfty of his Petition. He asks
to be tho’t upon. Beftow a kind tho’t upon
me, my God, That {hall be eno’ to me, ig’né
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God will but think upon me ! that thall be iy
pay and my exceeding Great-Reward for :ail
myy - Scrvices to the Public. He lookd for. no
Recompence from men, nay fome ‘of them it
may be might think, fpeak and reward to him
Evil for Good ; buet if God will remember . his
Good Deeds -and.not blot them gut, he defjres
nomore.. : R .
. AND yet it is a Great thing that Nebemish
asks, and what the Greateft and beft of meny
arc not worthy of. What, for the GrearGOD
of Heaven to beftow 2 Tho’t upon man that
is'a Worm,.and the fon of man that 1sa Worm !
When we confider his Heavens,— Lord whar is
max that thou arc mindful of him! Yet many
O Lord, and wonderful are thy Tho'ts ‘to. us-
ward ! It is a Requelt meet for a Favourite to
his Prince. Letmy Lord remember bis Handmaid.
If he fays, I'll think of you, I'l] remember you,
it is eno’, | TR

Secondly, THE Faith of this - prayer is re-
markable. Nehemiah OLelieved in God, .ghd
erufted that he wou'd remember him for- Good.
He comforted himfelf thus, My God' thinketh
on me, He came to God believing that he is
2 Rewarder. He belicvd that his God would
think upon him ? x. for Good., 2. acgording
to all his Good Deeds. T T

1. FOR Good.  Such are God’s Tho'ts ; thoughes
of Good and mot of Ewil. Think upon me my
God, but not to mark my. fi1. No, for then

B y¥hg

‘i
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who con’d ftand 2 le¢ thefe be bloteed out for
ever & caft away." ‘Reniember them .no more.
But if chere has been any thing ever done in
fincerity let my good God rememberit. Ae-
cording to thy Goodnefs remember me, for thy mere)
fake 3 O Lord.

~ THINK - upon me my God and affift, en-
courage, proteét, fucceed and profper me.
Think upon me and accept me in my defiresto
{erve thee and thy people : Let me find Grace
in thy fight. Think upon me to remunerate as
chou pleafeft, of thy free Grace, rich bounty
and fovereign Mercy : Blefs me my God, both
in Temporals and Spiricuals, but efpecially the
fatter.

». ACCORDING to his Deeds. Wichout
zood works done by us we may ot prefume to
look that God will ever think of us for goed.
Yor we may know then that there 15 neither
any good thing wro’t in us,nor in referve for us.
Yet our beft Doings can never merit any Favour
from God. € The Reward is not of debt, but
of Grace altogether. If - Abrabam our Father
were juftified by Works, he had whereof to
glory. Ile believed im God which juftifrech
finners, and his Faith was counted to him for
Righteoufnefs. Yet his Faith wro’t in his
“Works, and by Works his Faith was made per-
fe@. Inlike manner Nebemiabh claim’d nothing
as of debe, but manifeltly asks all of meer
‘Grace,~ Think upon me, my God. Indecd
he exprefles the Confcience he had of his own
Sincenity before God, and his Faith in the

| Promifc
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Promile and Righteoufinefs of.Gad. .. He fpake:
upon the Principle which David lays down, 2fal,
18. 24,—28. With an uprizht man Thau wilt (hew-
thy felf Upright,: swith - the puresthou :ovils (hesw thy
felf: pure, and with: the froward-thoi-wils. fhew- thy.
Jelf froward. This.is the equal and righteous.
Rule of God’s Government and -Judgment,” - ..
. BUT this excellent man 13 yet. more particu=
lar and exa& in his Petition. = 1. He {peaks of
&k that he ‘had done. 2. he fpeaks of it as ald
done for shis People. " .-

x- THERE was a great deal that he had
done; and a4 in a very fmall fpace of time:
Al ‘that” 1 have done. - God - will - remember-all
the Good we do.: No one thingynot the leaft,.
finceyely meant to:his Glory fhall be overlook’d
by him. A Book of Remzmbrance is written
by him. What we forget he keeps in mind.
Of all not the lealt .thall be, forgotten ; No
not a cup of cold water to one of his. 1 Sam;
26. 23. The Lord 'render to every man his Righ-
fﬁ'ﬂ#ﬁ}ﬂﬁ‘ and his ﬁléf’)fﬂlﬂtﬁ. L _;;."':;:-’_r '

. BUT what </ is this which poory wretched,
imperfeét men may prefume.to {peak of before
God ¢ A poor all at’ the heft ! defeétive and
defiled by Sin ! lefs than nothing .in the Eyes
of 2 Good man, whofe Defires fo. vaftly -ex-
ceed his attainments. What have we ever
done meet for the Great and Foly God to think

vpo ! When ye have doog ¥ fay, We arg

i

N A B2 V-
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Claprofitable - fervants, Lord;. -remember: not
the:defects & the defilements of my beft Deeds'!
Yudge' me not- according to ‘the little that I
Rive done: :And yet Comparatively one. Man
ddes & great-deal more Good in, the world: than
many* others. Sotne do a great.deal of evil hete,
and fome if not fo. much. hurt -yet very little
Good, but even in Comparifon of thofe that do
good among nien fome vaftly excel: "I libosred
wore thaw they all. As the Starsare:not all of .on€
Magnitnde and:brightnefs; . {o: heither aré: all
men Equal.  Let us ¢ompare our {elves with
our betters; and think what abundance of Good
foine others have ‘done “more: than we™have.
Y.étius confider i particular Nebemiahs excellent
fpirie! diligence and labour,and comparing him
with moft othér ‘men, we ‘may - .allow him to
{iy,—Think “upon me, my God; according to
ak thae L-havedone. . .. oo "

S R F I Y

~ % YT -was all done forithis People, and there-
fGFe what- God-he knew wou’d think upon. - -
STHIS people 2 why what ‘People was it 2 the
poor Remnant of a miferable Captivity.? a peo-
le cthat were not now 2 Nation, nor {carce a
Province ! and {n. great afliion and reproach,
Chap. 1. % Theft Feeble Fews 3 as their Enemies
2al’d. chem with much Contemipt, Chap. 4. 2.
Yhe Bondage Svas.heavy upon them, as Nebemial
hiln(elf fays in the. words before my Texr.:
| Bl}‘lf yet thef ‘weré i. Gods people 3. and
R Nebekiabs Dun Peoples ~ . ..
THEX

e S A
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THEY were the Seed of Abrabams, 'and. :be-
foved for.their Fathers fake. . When' God firlk
chofe ’em they were the feweft of any: people,
and continued: fo for a great while after they
were chiofen, while other Famiilies increas'd into
Nations ~and. Kingdoms  round about :them:
What advantage then had the Jew 2 very much
in their vifible Adoption of God, and’ peculiar
Separation for himfelf 3 He gave his Word unto
Jacob, his Statutes and his; Judgments unto I
rael 5 he hath not dealt {fo. with any Nation:be-
fides. For did God ever go and take him 2
Nation by like Temptations, figns and wonders ¢
by a ftretched out Arm and by great Terrors;
according to all thac God did for Ifrael.in-E-
gypt 2 Wherefore he well concludes that-the
Lord wou’d chink upon. him for Good .accord-
ing to-all that he ¢id for ¢his people. * ‘For he
con’d plead with Mofes refpe@ing ’em, Lord they
are tby people, and thine Inberitance; and he cow’d
pray with Afaph, Remenmber thy Congregation awhich
thou haft purchafed of old 5 the Rod of thine Inberi-
tance which thou baft redeemed s this Mount - Zion
wherein thou baft dwels. What then tho’ cthey
were few in Number, poor and defpifed, Zion
the Outcait whom io man regarded ; yer werz
they {till Gods fmall Peculiar upon Earth. What,
tho’the Church wege now. but. as & fewr Myrels
Tices in a Bottomy as the Prophet faw them- rea

refented in Vifion, yet the Son of God at the
E{ead of his Angels there guarded and: pro-
kected 'em, o

| BUT



14 An ELECTION
e e ettt e st e Sttt PRSBSOSt 00D

. BUT then, 1his people were this good Mans
own people.  Ferufalems was indeed wafte and
1ts Gates confum’d with fire, but it was ftill the
place of bis Fathers Sepulchers. He dearly lov’d
fis Country and the Religion of it, and did all
that lay within his power for the Good of it. -
BEHOLD then a noble gnd fingular Inftance
of one that generoufly and religionfly fervid the
Public ; 1. from a natural affe@ion to it as hit
own People, 2, from 2 pious and devoyt Con-
fideration of them as the People of God. His Re-
lation to them, and their Relation to God,
jomtly Influenc’d him to all thac he did for them:
See Chap. 1. ro, Now thefe are thy [orvants and
thy people, whom thouw baff redeemed by thy greas
power and by thy ftrong hand : and thav parallel
place, Chap. 13. 14. Remember me 'O my God con-
cerning this, and blot not out my good Deeds that I
bave done for the Houfe of my God, and for the
Offices thereof. o
SO copious, if not tedious, I have been in
Opening the #Words ; in excufe whereof I can
only plead that the Meditation was tco pleafant
to me to reflrain my tho’ts, and has feem’d t6
me too perzinent ta- the prefent Qccafion to be
{upprefs’d. Let us therefore make a clofe and’
{erious Application of the whole to our felves in’
thefe two or three plain and fhort Doéfrinal
Notes, -
I THAT we .fhou'd do- all.that we can;.
every one in his place and according to- hig

cowers & ability, for the Good of this _1’60}’-'10-1 .
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II. THAT more efpecially the Governmene
over us are Indifpenfably bound to do fo,

" 1IL GOD will think upon all thém ‘for
Good that do fo. - -

Y. THAT we [hosld do all that we can every one
in bis place and according to bis power and ability
for she Good of our Cowmtry. Let us Emulate
Nebemiabs Piety in this Heroic Inftance of it.
And indeed this is sbe true Heroic Vertue & Piesy,
to endeavour in our places to deferve well of
Mankind, and in the moft extenfive manner
wherein we can to honour God in the world.

NO man is made only for dimfelf and his
own private affairs, but to ferve profit & benefit
others. We are menifeftly formed for Society,
and defign’d by our Great Creator for a mutual
dependance on and ferviceablenefs unto each
other here in the body. Both: the Safety and
the Pleafure of life depend upon our joint pro-
pofing and purfuing this defign. As foon as
we read but of rws men in the world, we find
that God cxpe&ted the one fhould be the others
Keeper. It were yet a Cainifh temper to doubt
or denv this Obligation. He was both a mur-
dever and aliar that firft deny’d this, and ’tis
pity that he has left any Children behind
him in his curfed Image. Cainflew in the face
of God, and did violence to nature, did oucrage
to his own Confcience, when he ask'd— Am I
my Brothers. Keeper ¢ Ignorant and impudent
man! did he not fzel that within him{slf, thﬁt
y ¢
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he ought to be fo. As Cain was of chat wicked
one, fo is he of Cain who thinks himfelf not born
for the Welfare of others, but meerly for him-
felf and his own petty private and - gemporal
Concerns: And like Cain he deferves to be
curfed from the earth, and driven from the face
of men, as well as hid from the face of God'; 2
fugitive and a vagabond, and afraid of every
cne hefees. This is a due punithment of fo
barbarous a Priniciple. Yor as the man re-
nounces others, fo muft they him ; and while
he declares that others muft look for no Good
from him, they may well apprehend all ima-
ginable Evil and mifchief from him,and he from
them again. Yor his Principle runs him into
all manner of Injuftice and Injury, barbarity
and bloodinefs, asit did Cains 3 and the Earth
cannot bear the monfter, but cries for venge-
ance againft him.

A mans private and domeftic affairs are too
petste to engrofs his noble .Soul ; they are oo
{mall and narrow a Compals for him to confine
himfelf within. He is endow’d for much
greater things, and he much debafes himfelf it
he do not think fo.

BUT our Ceuntry, and the particular Places
where we dwell, are ordinarily the bounds of
our Influence. Efpecially is it {o as to com-
mon and ordinary people, who are known
only in their own Nei’bourhood, and find
eno’ near home to keep ’em imploy’'d. And
here prudence as well as charicy teaches usto

begin. 1
EYERY
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EVERY one is to a&k in his own place, ftudying
to be quicet and/ to do his own bufinefs, in the
Relation Trult and Office which the governing
Providence of God afligns him, and according
to the Talents which the grear Lovd and Mafter
has conmmnitted to him ¢ But in his place heisto
improve unto the utmoft excent, the Powers
which God gives him and the Opportunitics
which Providence prefents him with, for the
doing good in the world ; Modefty and Pru-
dence dire&ing him and preferving him.

WHATEVER for kind and whatever for de-
gree the Gifr of our bountiful and gracjous God
be to us, fo we muft minifter to the common
Good, as good Stewards of the manifold Grace
of God. For as there are many members in one
body, and every member has its.feveral place
and fervice ; fo how many and various foever
we be, we are at laft but one Body, and al}
members one of another: and having Gifts dif-
fering according to the Grace of Ged beftowed
on us, we muft {o'minifter in proportion and
for kind, with diligence and chearfulnafs. To
whom much is given of him God demands the
more, and of every one according to that he has
received ; as the Husbandman looks to reap thae
which he fowes, and in proportion to the mepye
fure fown. o | | '

IF a man receive Wifdom ¢ and largencfs of
heart like Solomon ) from the Father of lighe, he
muft be liberal and communicative thereof fpr
the benefit of the world ; as men do not light 2

candle and put icunder 3 bufhel, burfecicon &
D Landly:
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Candleftic and ir giveth Hghe to all that are in
the room. 1t a man have Learning, and be able
m.,rpﬁﬂk orwrite well, he is to confecrate this
allo ro the fervice of God and the world ;
whereby he may beconie the Father of an im-
mortal Offspring, and teach the Generations to
be born after his own deceafe. If a man has
Richesand a heart to do good with it;he may be
not only a Facher to the Poor but to his Coun-
try allo; defending it from dangers and redee-
ming it from mifery. Ifa man have Rule and
«ntherity 1t is given him immediately for the
Public Service, for he is Gods Minifterattending
continually on this very thing.  Or if 2 man has
Repatation and Credit, and an Intereff 1n thofe
that have Power, this alfo is a happy Advan-
tage 1o be improv d carcfully after che Txample
of Ejther and Aford:cai for the welfare of their
Pecople.  Again,if a man have Corrageand bold-
nefs of Spirit, or bhodily Strength, let him not
mploy it in injurious he&oring and brutal in-
fulting his Nei'bours,but as the #orthies of David
who fo’t immortal fame and got their Names
enroll' d among the forft ard fecond Three by the
Dangers which they fac’d in the ¢aufe of God
and his Hrael. 2 Sam. 1o, 12. Be of good Courage
and let 15 play the Mo, for eur People, and for the
Citics of or Ged,  Or again, if Policy and depth
for Counfel be 2 mans Accomplithment, let him
make cood ufe of it, a5 Hufhai did in defeating
the fubile and pernicious counfel of Ahitophel,
aind for the prefervation of his King & Country,
Butit a nerfon bave Neshing confiderable in his

oW
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own outward Circumftances or inward Endow-
ments to diftinguifh him, yer if he have but an
honeft and wi_[hﬂng_Mihd to do what he can, he
will find many an Qpportuniry to {erve the Pub-
lic, and contribute to the weal of his Country.
The meaneft muft nat be difcouraged, nor may
be exculed : he muft not fay of himfelf, Tam 4
dary tree, a low and ufelefs fhrub ; nor may others
defpife him as infignificant : for tho’ he may not
be likely to do much, yer God will accepr his
little, and it may prove a great deal more chan
he thinks for. Yea indeed a valt deal of coad
we fometimes fee done by Perfons of {mall
powers, cither natural or acquir’d, where there
1s but difcretion and application, And this be-
ing in fa¢t a matter of Expcricnce does infer a
ftrong Obligation upon all, and is a powerful
Motive for the leaft co be doing what they can.
For fmall Atempts and lefs Expe@ations have
been {fometimes crown’d with vaft cffc&s.

IT what has been already faid be not ﬁlﬁ"lf’.}ii
‘ent to convince us of our Obligarion ¢ propoie
and purfue the common good of our Country,
I appeal then to ehe Confience of every man,
Whetherhis own heart donot approve & appland
fuch a Difpofition as very excellent in it {clf,
What elfc can av prefent fully anfwer 'the End
of thy Being, rational Endcwments, and the
Relation thou beareft to Mankind 2 can you bie
good,and juft in your Place without it 2. can the
Being and End of Iumane Socicey be anfwer d
without it 2 is not th's one point whersin men

D 2 have
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have preheminencge above the beafts ¢ Nay 1s it
not a kind of Inftiné& in Nacure, which is un-
accountable and irrefiftible 5 a fecrer invincible
affe&tion to ones Country, as unto fonie natural
Relation in blood ? and does itnot afford 4 man
n noble and lafting farisfa@ion if he has been
honour’d to do it fervice ? is it not agrecable to
bumane nature to be generous, compaflionate,ob-
liging, grateful, beneficent 2 and is it not the
Image of the Great Creator inftamp’d upon us,
who is ¢ood to a'l and has a tender Cidre over
ail hi: Works 2 “Nay are not the worft of men
““ themfelves atham d to avow Selb intereft as a
' Principle of their a&ions, 4s being confcious
““ro themfelves tharie is the bafelt of all Princi-
‘“ ples 2 The pradtice of benignity, of courte-
““fiz,  F clemency (favesDr Barrow ) do ar firft
¢ fichr without the aid of any difcurfive re-
“ lzction,obtain approbation and applaufe from
* men 5 baing acceprable and amiab'e to dheir
““ mind as beauty o their fight, harmony to theit
 hearing, fragrancy to their {mell, and {weer-
““ nefsto their tafte.  Tr cannot be (fayes Mr.
““Coflier ) thar God fhould give man Suiitary
“ Principles and yetintend him for Public Con-
““verfe 2 make his Intereft depend upon Mu-
¢“eaal Affe@ion, and at the {ame time create
““ him fo as natuaily rocare for nothing but
““ himfelf.

BUT while I aml upon this head, proving
our Obligation to a General Kissidne[s and Pub-
tic Spirit trom the light of Nature; it may not
be amifs toremsark {omething of the noble fenfe

| Cibat
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thar the Romans had in this matter. I will name
three only, Cato, Cicero,and the Emperor Marcus
Antoninus y and add to chem . the Principles of
the Stoicks. = I
 "CATO the Younger wis an admir'd and -cé-
lebrated lover of his Couritry, and a very faith-
ful zealdus afferter of the righes & liberties of it.
Plutarch tells us among other things, that when
his friends could not perfwade him to ftand.for
the Tribune-jhip, yer when Metellus was put up
from whom he feared danger to the State, he
prefently ftood forthe Place himfelt and carry’d
it ; for the Peonle looi’d upon him ( fayes the
Hiforian ) not 4s one that defird a favour of
them, but one that fought it to do his Country
a kindnefs, and that he mighe defend their Li-
berty and Government. \Wherefore at another
time when by his courige and wifdom in oppo-
fing Clodius, he had driven him our of Town,
( he had made him appear {o infamous ) and Ci-
cero came to chank him for it ; heanfwer’d, Thank
the Common-awealth, for who.e fake alone it isthat

I do every thing. |
INDEED Cicero was of the fame noble Spi-
rit, and a like worthy Pacriot to his Country.
He was the man amone the Romans that firft had
that fingular Style of honour decreed him, Pater
patrie, the Father of his Country. A aignity pre-
ferable co the beingbornto Empircoveric.  And
it is remarkable chat Cefar himfelt who had Sa-
crificed him to the Malice of Amtonins for his
own Advancément to the Imperial Chair, yet
honourd his Memory for his faichful Oppofition
(0
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to him in chat defign : for Cefor vifiting his
Davu’ters Son found him with a Book of Cicero's
in his hand ; the Boy for fear endeavour’d to hid
it under - his gown ; which Cefar perceiving took
it from him, and after he had turn’dover a great
part of it gave it hiin again, faying, My Child,
this was a Learned man and a lover of his Conntry.

I will only add a faying of Marcus Antsninus,
one of che beflt of che Romay Emperors.  As you
are a member of a Society\\ {fo every action of
vours fhonld tend to the benefit and improver
ment of it.  So that when you do any thing chat
has neicher immediate ner remote reference 0
general advantage, you make a breach in the
common Interclt, defiroy the Unity of Pybli¢
life, and arc as really guilty of Seditioys behavi-
our as a Male-content that imbruils -the Go~
vernment.

THIS Principle was well worthy of Him thit
was at the Head of the World, and indeed the
Happinefs and Glory of the Empire {cem’d to ex-
pire in him. Such were the Principles of the

Stoicks, *° That we fhould love all

Gasakers  Man kind heartily, f{olicic their In-
Prelim.dife. tarefts, bear with their Infirmitics,
and do no manner of injury to any

man : ° That 2 man fhould not think himf{elf
born for his private Satisfaction, but exert him-
{elf for the Public, and make his life as fignifi-
canc to the world as itis poffible : ¢ That the

Confcience of a good adtion fhould content &
man,
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man, withoutthe profpe&t of fame and reward:
that he ought never to be tir’d with the exercife
of good naturc, — but look upon a generous
ation as a reward to it felf. Thefe are fome of
the noble Sentences which we find in the wri-
tings of the Stoicks, which Chriftians may read
with blufhes, refle&ing on their own defes in
nradtice.

NOT but that the Precepts of CHR IST
OUR SAVIOUR do far excel all that Seneca,
Cicero, Epittetus, Antoninus or all the Maffers of
Morality have {aid on this Argument ; and from
hence itis that our Obligations rile higher than
theirs cou’d ¢o live unto the benefir of others,
And as it much rather becomes me in this desk,
{o it fhould be much more acceptable unto 2
Chriftian Audience, to - obferve the excelling In-
ftirutions of the Gofpel.op this Argument. For
weare inftructed from the Divine Oracles, *“ To
love our Nei'bours as our [elvess * Whatfoever e
wondd that men (hould doto us te do the fame to them,
and ** as e have opportunity to do good to all men,
efpecially unto-the boufhold of faith 3 * That we fhosld
deny our Jelves, and that NONE OF US LIVETH
TO HIMSELF ; *“ That no man fhould [eek bis
own fingly, but every man his brotbers wealth ;
€ That we look not every man on bis ewn things, bus
every man-alfo on the things of others; ** Thar we
be kindly affeliioned one tro another in brotherly lvve,
inbonour preferring one another 3 ° That nothing be
done thro’ fhrife and wain glory, but in lowlinefs of
mind that eaclh efteems other bester than hiypfelf.

WHEN



24 An E LECTION

WHEN I look over thefle Superionr Laws of
revealed Religionand contemplate the DivineLife
ofour SAVIOUR, and how his Prophets and
Apofties excelled after bim in a noble living to
the Good of others, Temporal and Erernal ; it
puts out all the Lights of the Gentile awworld, as the’
Stars do difappear at the rifing of the Sun.  The
Phylanthropy of our Saviour was more than bu-
mane. Yt was a God-like life of love to mankind,
No words can at all adorn the Pattern and the
Precept of Goodnefs and Benignity which he
has left us.  And this s his Commandment that
we love one another, that we love Man-kind
as ke has done. And among meer men who
ever liv’d {o entirely devoted to the good of o-
thers as the Apojtles of our Lord “Fefus 2 The Spi-
rit of Chrift and his Glory refted on them, and
they © flighted all concerns of their own, their
“{afety, their liberty, their eafe, their reputa-
‘“ tion, their very lives, for the welfare of others;
““even of thofe who did fpitefully maligne,
““and cruelly abufe ’em.  And this they did on
thofe Spiritual Principles, Reafons and Motives,
which never enter’d into the Morals of the Hea-
thess, but are peculiar to the Gofpel of the Grace
of God. Such wasthe lifeof the bleffed Apoftle
St. Paul, whofe Story well laid together affords
many bright and thining Intances of z grear and
noble Soul, entirely formed by the love of God to feeh
she Weal of Mankind, private & public, prefent and
future, with fuch a paffion & courage, humility and
meeknefs,difintcreftednefs and felf-denial, as at once
Cors us anto the defolts and meanzfs of alf the Grcc:z'mr;I

- Alg.
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asd Roman Chavallers, || and [hews thas the Chrifiian.
Frinciples if atted up to do produce a much more pey~
feéé Hero 5 {cil.'A Man that does greater-things
for Mankind without noife and oftentation ;
vain glory and worldly veiws : A Man that can
aét zealoufly and conftantly for the good of the
World, not only without the profpe& of fame,
riches, honours or authority ; buc in the face of:
injuftice,ingratitude,negle&, thame & {ufferipg ;
which was what the proud Roman Spirit cou’d
not bear or fubmit to, but run ’em rather upon
their Swords, as it did Cate, Brytus and others,
not having the Chriftian Courage & Grandewr to
fuffer fhamzin a noble Caufe,& not inglorioufly
run from it, when there remain’d only 3 Paffivs
- Teftimony further to beborn ta it, In its Extre-
mity they deferted it, having na fenfe of the Sa-
veraignty of a Gowverning Providence which may
if it pleafes call us to Sufferings as well as to
Acdtion., And I wifh thav a forc of Chriffiaes
would confider this, who indefiance to true reg-
{on as well as to their Sawviosr efpoufe the old
Roman Notions of Greatnefs of Soul, and farm
themfelvestrom Plutarchs Lives defpifingthe glo-
rious Records of the great and godly Men whofe
Story we have in the Holy Scripture, which werg
written for aur Learning, and to form uysto he
Bleflings in the world while we live, and ble{fed
in the prelence and favour of the Grear G Q D,

I Sge the Chriffian Hevo « written by Sir Richard Stecle.
An Argument proving chat no Principles bus thofi of R
ligton are {ufficient 1o make a Grgaz Man. Chap. 3. &. 3.

B ke



26 An ELEcTION

tdl}c Supream Governour of the world, when we
ie.

LET me therefore addrefs You, who are a
People of Religion by profeflion, That on the
principles of Chriftianity you would con{cient:-
oufly, in Obedience to the word of God, inCon-
fprimity to the Life of the Blefled Jefus and the
bright Cloud of Saints that do encompafs us,
imploring and relying on that Grace of his,
which is fufficient for you as it has been for o-
thers, propofing to your felves the Glory of God,
the fove of Men, both as to Soul and Body, the
welfare ofthefe Churches of Chrift, the flourifh-
ing of true Vertve and Piety and the reverend
worfhip of God in them, and in all your own
Eternal Salvatign,and the givingup yourAccount
at laft with joy ; ~——— Let me ( I{ay ) befeech
you every one,the greater and the lefs, to do all
thar you can for the good of this People.

LET the leaft &loweft,the pooreft & the moft
oblcure Pray for their Country. The weakeft and
the moft infirm, the Women and the Children
cap do this. And your fervent Prayers may be
very powerful & effe@ual for the obtaining the
Prefence and Blefling of God with your People.
And God forbid that any of usfhould Sin againtt
the Lord in ceafing to Pray for our Country.
A true Spirit of Religion will make us to fay
with the fweer Plalmift of Ifrael, If I forget thee,
them let amy tougue cleave to the voof of 1y Mouth,

BUT elpecially lac the Miniflers of Religion
{pend themfelves gladly in fecrer Interceflions,
i private Studies, in public Labours, yea andin

Sufterings



Sufferitgs too if calfed eo theny s not feeking vir
owit proficbut the profit ofinaty’ that _th*egmaly
be faved; eadirdng: ll - things' Yor the-Eleds
fake that they may obtain - Sdlvatioh by Jelus
Chrift; Approving our felves as Minifters of God
in Patience, < in néceflitiés, &~ in Iabours, —
by purenefs,by knowlédge, by long-fuffering by
kindnefs = by lové unféi’ned; by the word of
truth, — by the armout of rightéoufnéls o the
right hand arid on the left; by hohour and dil-
honour, by evil repott and good répore, - 4¢ de-
ceivers and yet true, as unknown and yet well
known, — as poor and yet fiakihg mahy rich,
as having nothing & yet pofiéfling all things—— :
So let our Mouth be open tothis People and our
heart enlarged ; that they may hever be {trait-
nied in us how i ch foever they thay bs iy thete
own bowels ;3 and et us look for no othcr
recompernice from them bue thig,which we would
wifh from our Children into whom if we could
we would infufe all chat 13 g8od and pious and
generous in our own Souls, that they alfo might
have their hiearts enldarged “ro veegive the Grace
of the Gofpel according to chat fillnefs il Wwhich
it is tender’d to them. ( Sée-3 Cok 6, a1, )
© MIGHT we have this Wifli,- A4y Brethren, wi
Thould fee you all gladly denying soir (elves for
the Public good, improving your Intérefts for
the fervice of your Couhity, vEnering your B-
ftates for ir, yed running grédter Hazards thah
that, even to lay down voiir lives for the Bre-
thren @ as the Noble Juten Efher (aid, whica fhe
put ber life in bey hand for her people, And if |

I 2 peir'n
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perifb I gerifh.  Nor can a man venture his Name,
his Eftace, his Eafe, his Life in a more glorious
Caufe; than for the defence of the Civil & Re-
tigious Liberties of his Country.

WHAT then fha't we think of that Meager,
hungry, fordid, ill-favour’d kine, a vicious Self-
Jeve, Self will and Self intereff, that devours all
the goodly and che far that comesin its way,and
like a famine eats up a Peoples plenty & prof-
perity.  God fave us from this brand and bane
of the larter davs, thofe perillous times of which
the Apo“ile fpake fo long ago and which we
have fecncomne. 2 Tim, 3. 2, 3, &. For men (hall
be lovers of the'y own [elves, covetous,boafters, proud,
ol:fphemevs, difobedient to Parents, unthankful, un-
holy 5 with.it natural affellion, truce-breakers, falle
azenfers, incontinent, feirce, defpifers of thofe that are
good ; traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of plea-
fures more thanlovers of God s having a form of God-
line{s, but demying the power of it

'THESE are the viprous brood of a bafe, pri-
vate Selfyh >pirit, and into the woful time of the
réign of this wretched luft our days is caft. For
with our own cyes we have lately feen the A-
poftles words fulfilled in the Charaéter of a reft-
lefs party in our own Nation, { aparcel of proud,

eirce, falfe, perjur’d traitors 3 ungrateful, unna-
tural, havw'ty, heady, boafting, {enfual men )
who in the moft perfidious & fhamelefs manner
have attempred, by fecret Conipiracies and by
npen yobellions, to faciinice the Civil and Reli-

1003
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gious Interefts of the Nation to their own private
Interefts. -Nay indeed we have livid to. fee not
only the Intereft & Glory of afingle Natien, a
DQueen and a Miniffry then the Wonder & terror
‘of the World ; but alfo a Victorious & triumphant
Confederacy, and: the common Intereit of all
Europe, and which is more of God in the world,
bafely betray’d by a few States-men fortheir own
‘advancement. | ; | -'
O inhumane andinglorious condué, that has
cover'd their Names with everlafting infamv. !
equally enemies in the end to themfelves and to
the Public ! So may fuch feififih & treacherous
men ever perifh! bue lec them that love the Peo-

ple of God be as the Sun when it goeth forth in
its {trengch.

THIS Self-intereff ( {ayes Dr. Barrow ) is the
great Enemy to the Commoaon-weal, which per-
vertceh all right, which confoundeth all order,
which {poileth all the convenience and comfort
of Society. It is the chief fpring of injuftice,
making men violate all laws 2ud rulcs of Conf-
cience ; theyfalfify cheir Trufls,they betray theiv
Friends, they fupplant their Nei’bour, they de-
tradt from the worth and vertue of any Man,
they torge and vent odious flanders, they com-
mit any {ort of wrong or outrage, they wichout
regard or remorfe do any thing which {gemeth
to further their defign.  From hence arc thofe
fierce Animofities, ficry Contentions, bitter E-
mulations, rancorous Grudges, calumnious Sup-
ﬂlamings, perfidions Cozenages, outrageoug
Violences, fadious Contederacics, teditiong

| Muimurings,

}
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Murtaurings, turnultuous Clamours, which em-
Broil the World in difcord and dilorder, Zbus
He,

O then that we could agree to danifh it for
ever from Chriftian Society, and root it both
out of Church and State. Let us not hatbour
it in our own breafts, let us not fuffer it in one
another, Lee usevery one be Emulouswho fhall
beft love the Public, let us honour none thit
don’t, ler uslove all thatdo.  Let facions and
parties ceafe among vs, et us be grateful ¢ all
that feck our good, let us deteft the vices that
are deftrudtive of a Pzople; profanefs, fraud,
drinking, leudnefs ; let us abhor the principles
of Libertinifin on ong hand, and of Slavery on
e other 5 and lee us put 4 fpecial remark on
the {piric of /ying that began on tother fide the
wacer in the late Reign, and by dint 6f flander
overfer the moft generous and wile Miniftry
thar ever 2 Nation was ble{s’d witli, and whofe
Reputation was eftablitht by a courfe of Victories
{carce to be parallel’d in Hiftory ; which lying
fpirit follows party-men every where, and affaults
moit the belt Adminiftration. Finally, let our
holv Religion dire¢t us in our principles, inour
2ims and in all cur meafures, and we fhall do
well:  let us not be content to a& from a meer
humane vertue, but froma principleof Grace rooted
deep in our Souls; that what we do for the
Public may be indeed done for God, anoffering

to Elim of a {weet favour.
THUS
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THUS far T have run on, and yet have but
hinted at what might have been faidon the Firff
Propafiion, That we ought every one in his
place, and according to his power and ability,
to lay out ourfelves for the Good of our Country.

I come now to the Second, which brings me
yet nearer to the Bufinels of the Day, andto the
Honosrable Perfons who have ¢alled me now to
{peak before them,

Y . THAT more efpecially thole in Governmen:
over ws are indifpenfably bound 10 do what they can
Jor the Good of vheir People. ' We may fuppofe they
have it more in their power to do us good, and
it would be very hard to doube their will and
inclination. They if any are obliged to be Pub-
lic bleflings, and God and Man both do expeé&
more of them than others: for {urely they have
more capacity and opportunity, and have alfo
Swornto do it. The People are their Charge
and care, committed to them as a Flock to thg
Sbepherd, to feed them according to the integrin
ty of their hearts, and to guide them by the
skilfulnefs of their hands. The Rulers of a
People are their Heads, and accordingly are to
think & fee 8 {peak for them. They are Fathers,
and thou’d naturally and renderly care for us
with a Parenta)] affe&ion. Numb. 11. 12. Have
I conceived all shis People 2 hawe I begotten them 2
that thou fhouldeft fay unto me, Carry shem in thy
bofome, as a nurfing father beaveth his (ucking child.
"Thefe Public Relations imply a fingular croft,

and infer a fingular duty to the Public. Beﬁtles;
that
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that Authority and Power enablesa Man to do
a great deal of goed ;5 and is ufually attended
with riches and reputation 3 and we oughet to
fuppole with wifdem and knowlege 3 all which
procure Men more or lefs intereft abroad and
influence at home. MNioreover, Magiftracy is ap-
pointed of God fer this very end, and the Qath
of God is upen Rulers:o intend the Public Good.
There is no power but of God, and the Powers
that be are ordained of Him; and to Him they
arec accountable. They are rais’d by his Pro-
vidence,and muft themfelves be govern’d in their
high {tacion by hisWord, and rule for his Glory
and the welfare ot their People. Rom. 13- 4.
For be is the Minifter of God to thee for good, "To
{erve hercunto is the true honour and noble
pleafure of Life ; but the damage and mifchief
15 infinite if the Ruler departs from this point,
either by negligence orwilful abufe of hisPower.
The gocd Providence which is equally over us
all, and which concerns itfelf for,every Indivi-
dual, and much more for the Body of a People
colle&tively, immediately takes notice of the In-
dignity to FHeaven and the Injury to Men:
What is shy Mother ¢ a ligneff?  a She-bear, that
fhou'd have been aParent and a nurfing Mother.

WHETHER we confider the Reler in his
Legiflarive or Executive truft, the making Laws
or the fecing to the execution of them, he is in
both a Servant to the Public, and is to have the
weal cf his People ar heart.  Both the Law-
makerand the Judge are in the difcharge oif I:hf-ig

XA



{feveral trufts to' promote the vertue and religion
of a People, the public peace and profperity, to
defond che legal rights, liberties and privileges
both civil and religious,to fupprefs vice & wicks
ednefs, to fupport learning, and the means of E-
ducation, which is for ever a principal Intereft
of any People. And the Subjed is al{o obliged
to'obey and obferve the laws in thele cafes pro-
vided, and to aflift the Officers of Juftice in g
legal profesution of the Tran{greflors of them,

~ IF therefore the Quefion be, In whap Tuffans
ces we would humbly fupplicate and claim the
faithful Care and Endeavour of 3ll in power o
ver us for the good of this People ; holding our
felves in our refpeéive places bqund to ferve
under them & affift in the fame npble defign ;- 1
would name, . - . S T
1. THE reverend Worfhip of God among onr People,
This was .ever the firft Care of the Godly Prin-
ces of Ifrael,froin the days of Mefes down to the
Reign of good Fofiah, and how pleafing to GOE
and heneficial to the Pyblic this pious care wgs,
let the whole hiﬁ:pry of the Kinga of 73(1::/.3“';;:':
nefs, The chief care of Azfes was for the. T3:
bernacle and Altar of God, and fo was Dayid;
and Solomons firft Regard to the Ark & Temple ;
and the reforming Kingsof Fudal afterward,whe
were fuch Bleflings in their day, and unde
whofe Adminifiration the loft glory and pro(F
perity of the Kingdom recovered firangely f;pgp'
time to time, began their glorious Reigns with
the Retoration of the Temple worfhip, reviving
- ¥ | WA
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the pure Inflitutions of God,and detroving the
Idols and the Groves. Whetzafore,

YOUR firft care for your Pzople fhould be to
{ce that God is with them and that they keep
with God; and cherefore that his holy Sabbaths
be fanctified, his Inftitutions adher’d to, his San=
&uarv be fet up and frequented every where,
his Word be faithfully Preach’d, his Worfhip be
{upported, and his Minifters be comforted and
honour’d in the difcharge of their duty to the
Souls of Men.  This is the trueft Charity to the
Public, and the leaflt Reverence to God that the
Government of a People can exprefs ; and as
the profperity of a Peopledepends on'the favour
and blefling ot God, fo it has been ever experi-
enc’'d that the keeping clofe to the Inflitutions
of God refpe®ing his worfhip, is the way to fe-
cure the Divine favour and blefling to a People ;
whereof the {tory of Afa and Febofbaphat and He-
xekiah are notorious and famous Evidence, and
an Example to the Church for ever.

It then ( our bonoured Fathers ) you think in
vour Confciences that the Worlhip of God in
thefe Churcles, the” Miniftry of the Land and
the Orders of Gods houfe here, are as nearto
the Rule of Gods word, and anfwer as well the
Great Fndsof Holinefs and Devotion, if not bet-
ter that what others may moreefteem & prefer ;
then as you honour God and value the beft In-
tereft of this People, {piritval or ¢emporal, a-
bide by and adhere to the fupport and defence
cof thotz Metheds of religious Worfhip which

wearem, o e
; BUT
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- BUT do.it with Meeknefs and Charity; for
your Platform pretends norto:perfection, ngr to
impofc an Uniformity on the Churches.; which
is neither neceffary nor . conducive ‘to external
Order nor unto Chriftian Unity, ta peace, truth
or vital Piety. T

BUT if itmight pleafe the Government to go
further into the Counfel, the expence & travel,
forthe Inftru@ion of the Nariwes, the Miflion of
Minifters into the dark & loofe places of théland,
where the Inhabitanes are averfs to the Settle-
ment of the Ordinances of the Gofpel among
them, and the aflifting our New Plantations in
their Infancy to have the Preaching of Gods
word among them 5 I judge thefe would be {o
many adts of Piety highly acceprable to heaven,
and trom which under the blefling of Providence
both Church and Statcwould reap unknown Be-
nefit,

2. LET Moral Vertue, Sobriety ¢ Purity,Feiffice
and Rightcoufnefs, be a {pecial pare of your Carc
forus. Righteoufnels exalteth a Nacion ; buc
Sin is the reproach of any People, Prov. 14. 34,
The formal  and {folemn worfhip of God is buc
a mockery of the Hely One, where vice & wick-
eduefs is not difcounrenanc’d and fupprefled.
‘The Sword 15 purinto the Rule s hand tobea
Terror to cvil doers,and a protection of the ver-
tuous and pious: Rem.13.4- Ieis a revenger
to execute wrath upon themchar do evil, bur do
that which is good and thou fhalr have praife of
the fame.  Wherefore as you would  feek the
eood of thisPeople, fave “em from Sclf-deftructi-

| I 2 011,
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oh, and from the Judgments and wrath of God.
Exért the power with which God has arm’d and
honotir'dYyou againft Vices and Imimoralities
which pollute aland & provoké the Divine anger:
Y et the Laws in force again® profanefs, curfing
and {wearing, & Sabbath-breaking be openly
feverenc’d and zealoully execited ; and f{o the
Laws againft unchaftity and unéleanefs, and
drunkennéls; as well as thofe againft unrighte-
bufnefs and difhoneftpraltices. For thefe vices
iap the foundation offociety,peace.fafery & mu-
wual comfore; and are therefore fo vehemantly
Abhorred and forbidden by Ged, who has givesd
us s faws for our good- And for the main-
taining the honour of thefe immusahle laws of
Juftice and Charity, whereby the peace, rights,
purity and good Order of Xiankind are prefer-
ved, Ged has made Government & Magiftracy
a univerfal & perpztual Ovdinance among men:
Vherefore ler Juftice have a free Courfe and be
imparaally adohiniftred, and lét vertue and good=
nels have your Countenance and be recommen -
ded by your good Examplz ; for the vertue of
z Peeple 15 everlaftingly neceffury to their hap-
pmels.  This was the great Good char Nebemiah
tid for his People 5 he not only buile the wall of
Jerufalem and led them in che folemnities of Re-
ligion, 1 falting and prayer and renewing theig

Covenant with God; but he fer himfzlf to re-
form toeir manuers, and particularly exprefs’d his
zeal againft thofe thar profaned the Sabbach and
Geftled dhemfelves @ for which two things efpe-
cially fie begs of Gedto yomamber bim for eood.
Chb 1, 22,51, - n Al
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- 3. AS you would confult and purfue the’ trie
and laftihg Good of the Province, and particu-
larly the Vertue and Morals of this People, Let
the Invaluable Privileges svhich we enjoy. by she Royal
Favour, and the CHARTER in which, they. are
granted and fecured to us by the beft of Princes, be &
frecial Object of your watchful care. By this we en-
joy great quietnefs, and very worthy fraits we
reap continually from this Grace of the Divine
Providence unto us ; and we ought to accept it
always and in all places with all Thankfulnefs
unto God and the King, This Day is a witnefs
to you, in the whole foleninity thereof ; of the
Privilege God has put into your hands to chufe
from among your Brethren Men of Piety and
Vertue. Wifdom and Underftanding, Integrity
and Juftice ; Men of a Public Spirit and lovers
of their Country ; without whofe advife or con-
{ent not a Judge or a Magiftrate can receive a
Commiflion for the Peace. He thar eftimates
not our Charter Privileges muft be cither very
Ienorant of che Interefls of this People, or very
unfriendly to them. Hethatis Inimical to the
dne, muft be grearly fo to the cther. We have
thofe that envy us our Advantages, and are ftri-
king at our Charter on any trivial pretence and
foreign occafion ; but God has hitherto guarded
it, and railed up Generous Friends whom he has
fpirited to ftand up in the defence of it in
time of danger, among whom the Nunes ot
ASHURST and St UTE will always{ I
truft ) be had in Remembrance by an obliged
4nd graceful People 5 whofe God requite to ’t.-rg';
- ' al
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a1l the kindnefs & affection they: have thown us.

TRULY, might it become e to fpeak my
tho’ts freely before my Superiours, there is no Ex-
pence fhould be efteem’d too much which. mdy
be at any time neceffary for the defence of the
Charter.  And 1 hope the Loyaley and Fidelicy
of this People to His Majeffy’s Government; will
ever be {uch and {o conipicuous as- to render us
not unworthy of the Conrinuance of his Royal

Favour to us.

4. -IN the next place I would hambly recom-
mend the honourable and careful fuppert of Learning
among this People. It 15 1445 thathas honour’d
15 among the Provinces, and been the fupport of
that Religion and vertue which is left among us,
Our wifz and pious Futhers in the Settlement of
the Country planted Schools as well as Churches
in every Town. Religion and Learning were
their equal Care ; and [eruft will be their Chif-
drens. Hence it is that they have left an In-
{tructed Seed as ac this day. That happy foun-
dation the COLLE GE, {upply’d from the
Grammar Scbools thro’ the Province, has not only
{ent forth a number of worthy men for the Pul-
pit, bur allo for every Chair of honour in the
Government. Not only have our Churches had
a fucceffion of Paffers, but the State allo of
“Fudees and Counfellors, and fome moft Excellent
'G suernonrs have our Provinces feen, the fair Sons
of that beautitul Academsy. And whatever De-
Cay's the Province Ianguiﬂlcs under in other re-
nects the Coilzze feems to renew 1ts Yourh, at?d

- a3
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has been fending ot of late .a vigorous Iffue,
who' in brightnefs of Parts, ard'alfo in Vertue
promife to excel.’” And now wehave the Joy to
come-before-You, onr civil Fathers, as the Sons
of the Prophets orice 'did to Elifha, f{aying, Be-
hold now the Placesis too frait for the increas’d
nuiribers of your-Sons! will 'you pleafe to en-
large the Houfe for them to dwell in 2 We
truft youwill kindly - an{wer {o reafonable, fo
welcome 4 defire ; and moft readily build ona
Youndation- which our Fathers laid and which
our God has fignally blefled. For whar Parents
are there that being able, do nor naturally de.
light thus to fettle their hopeful Progeny !~

BUT, my Fathers, whav. fignities » College if
there be not -4 previous care about inferiour
Schools, in your feveral Towns ¢ ~Let thefe live
I befeech you. 5 let’em be worthily fupplied and
decently. dupported ;- let not the Law in that
matter be any~where fcandaloufly evaded, " If
oitr Schools languifh fo will the State & Church
too. We fhall foon grow an: Irreligious and a
contemptible People:if'we decay. in good Lite-
rature, The Education of otir Youth is of the
laft Importance to.our future Hourifhing in ver-
tue, in piety, in arts, in riches, in wildom and
reputation. What had we been at cthisday if it
had not been for the pious care of our Anceffers
in this mateer ? and what will our Pofterity be-
come if we deégenerate from them in this point ¢
What will the Government become ¢ and what
the Miniftry 2 We fhall have no ffrorg Rods to
bear rule, .nor alle. Miniffers of th: New Ts’ﬁmfﬁ’ﬁ.
Z": e Or
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Nor will the world believe that we are the Sons
ot New-Enaland, whofe diftinguifhing Character
among, the Plantations hasbeen Seoriety, Aodefiy
and Literature,  But we have found {o much the
Benefie of Learning that T will not give my felt
lcave to doubt of your faithful care forite  So
et your J.ove abound m kpowledge and in all
judement,
¢- THE prefent Neceflicy and ftraic loudly
calls upen vou to fliew your regard to the Public
in confulting the flonrifhing of Trade, to find ous
a juft Medium of Exchange, to redrefs the mis
{crable fall of Money,& the extravagant prices of
all the neceflaries of life in proportion thereunto;
to give a bereer reputation to the Province Bills,
and to prevent every man extorting upon his
Nei'bour in raifing the prices of his own Ware ;
which like a great many little runs of water
unite at laft in one mighty overflowing ftream,
and {weepaway as a flocd the {mall Salaries you
allow your poor Miniffers & School-mafters 3 and
not them only but all the faithful and honoura-
ble Servants of the Public in the State likewife ;
while what we call a hundred Pound is really but
as fewenty, if fo much; and in efteé proves the
{fame ipjury to the Receiver as the unjuf Ste-
wards treachery did to his lord; who when he
ask’d the debtor, How much oweft thou unto
my lord, and he faid, an hundred meafures of
oyl; he {aid unto him;take thy bill,and fit down
quickly and write fifty. |
I know well that the Public are very Innocent
of this wrong, which has been 2 great while
| ZrOWIng
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growing by degrees upon us, and 1 think has
iffen from the grofs wane of a Public Spirit in’
private perfons; every onc facrificing the com:
mon Zood (‘andin the end his own apd his
Childrens welfarc ) to a little” prefene ‘eain;
Every body forefaw what it” would bring s 5
many years ago, and this day Sixtcen years yous
were faithﬁ:]]y warn’d bv a venerable Seruart of
God yet alive with us, and prefent befopa che
Lord atthistime, || that you would - %
not go on to endanger the Province | Dr. Iucrea’
by fending all theMoney in ic Away = Hator.
from a private natrow Self-fecking |
Spirit.” And now I fhould not have prefumfd to
have gone into a particular of this nature before
this Homourable Audiencey if it had not been: g
bewail the limentable want of a generons re
gard to the Public good in our Trade and Jder-
chandize 3 and to drop a tear over an impouenifh'd
Country that has fold it {&lf from a'private Spitit 3
all men feeking their own only. * And now this
private Spiric grows manifeftly upos us {rom
year to year 3 every body raifing the pricepf
their own Commodity,and thofe the Neceffaries
of life more than the Superfluities 5 and every
body acting by one common rule of {Muwﬁi
Oppreflion, namely #o ges awhat they can, withoy
any confcientious tender regards to the rufe of
Juftice and Mercy,at leaft in the prefent difirel},
gqu 1 would in particular offerjtto the Conf
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forc’d rotake halfin Goods when they need it not
for their Families, and fo zic led to go above
their degree in cloaths, and to take unneceflary
furniture for their houfes ; and what muft be
the End of this at long run but great damage,

not to fay raine, to the Publick 2

TRULY I fear, unlefs it pleafes God to re-
buke this private Spiricamong us, that in alies
tie time the oppreffion of our Poor may come to be
near as great as that of the Fews, whereof there
was fo great a cry made in our Context, whofe
{ufferings Nebemiab did as well fec himfelf ta
redrefs, a2s he did the Sabbath-breaking and im=~
sure mixtures. The Poor had run chemfelves.ia
debt for corn that they might eat and live ; they
had mortgag d their lands, their vineyards and
houfes to buy bread ; they had borrow’d money
for the Kings Tribute, to pay their taxes ; b}{
whichmeans they and their children were bro’e
into bondage, and it was no wuays in their power
“to redeem themfelves. When Nebemiah. heard
this his Anger was very great at the Oppreffors.
He rebuk’d ’em, he call’d s General 4ffemnbly ta
redrefs the wrong. He reafon’d che cafe with
’em and conving’d ’em by his Arguments. -, He
prefs’d ’em to releafe their poor debrors, and
never to exact a‘gain upon them in like manner.
He got a promife of ’em, he made ’em fwear it,
- and then he bound "em by a Curfe to keep their
Oath ; He {hook his lap and {aid, — So God
fhake out every msan from bis boufe and. from bis la-
bour, shat performesh mot this promife 5 even thus fzg

- e
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he fhaken out end. emptied :~— And all the Congre-
. Bation [aid Awmen, apd praifed the I_.??# t And the
People did according to this promife,.. . .

O how they lov’d and honour'd the Governour
for his Juftice, imparciality, compaflion and fe-
verity. ‘They were fome of theNobles and Ru-
lers that were in the faule, but he fear’d nor to
rebuke ’em for it 3 which they. ;hcnlfclves aqd-
mir’d him for, while the poor were cven ready
to worfhip him, we may think. Both rich and
poor joyn’d in praifing God for fuch a Governour,

S UC H let our Honourable Ralers be exhorted
from God to approve themf{elves unto this Peo-
ple; and chey fhall be like Nehemiab the re-
pairers of the breach, the reftorers. of paths o
dwell in ; And like the ven€rable Mordezaz,who
knew no Inrereft of s own: nor fear’d any
danger to himielf, in the caufe of his God and
his C.untry-men, You (hall be accepted of the Mul.-
titud: of your Brethrem, f[ecking the awealth of your-
People, and fpeaking peace to all your feed, Lith.1o.1.

~ BUT before I finith this  Addrels unto our
Rulers, let me be permitted to leave with them
a fingle Rule or Canrion, and 2 double Motsive.

THE Rule or Caution which T would com-
mend to you in the fear of God 15 this, That jarn
take beed and beware of Covetonfnels 5 that you be
Aden ﬂmringf;mf ana bathzg Avarice. This is the
Charadter which thcé} Haily Gbof has given of

2 3
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jult and upright Rider: for whatdves # mans
icﬁbmp]iﬂ‘lmcqts may be, if Covetoufnefs bear
rule in him, thit man i4not fit to bear rule over
others., For a Gift blinds the eyes of the wife,
and -he that will take bribes can never be fafe
himlelf, norany tnder him- It finks -2 bravé
soul into all that’s mean and bafe, ‘and betrays
a man infenfibly into the moft.unjuft aétions.
1 kﬁbw that fome of the nobleﬁ Heroes ¢ Patriots
that the Englifh Nation has ever had, were a
few years ago branded andblafted as perfons of
4 Yordid coveeousSpirit : 1 fuppofe becaufe they
were not {uch men of leifure and luxury, vain-
flory and extravagance as fome others; who
tho they hiad heares big eno® to {pend for theit
owny fame, yer had not heads ftrong eno’ to
rthink day and night for the Public good. But
T have never been able to believe thofe great Ser-
vants of the Public any more ¢apable of injuftice
and bribery, than if T had heard want of. cou-
rage and council imputed ro ‘em,- Tt was the
vile flander of thofe that envy’d their merir,and
have fince berrav’d Europe. And 1 defire to
thank God thar T ftand to day in the prefence of
a RULER, and Rulers who I believe heartily
approve all rhat T can fay in deteflation of this
uply Vice of bribeby. Particularly I do truly be-
licve. that Your ExcELLENcy defires the
Public weal of this People in all refpects, and
thae astpuch is in your power {o you are defi-
vous to improve all your Intereft at Home in de-
feniee of our Charter Privileges, and Yhofe Tecured
Yoy, b thany bappy f{ubfequent Laws An t%
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this Confidence 1n Your Excellency ought to en-
dear yow to 15, and muft needs oblige -us unto
all that Gratitude,R ¢verence and dutiful affe&i-
on,which may ever make you eafy and happy in
your Government. We truft that as you have
receiv’d the Congregation, the Government of this
great Province, {0 that you wil Fudge Uprightly.
I¢ is a People worthy of your affe@ionate. and
tender care ; for after all our poverty, and our
weaknefles and faults, we are a confiderable In-
tereft of the. Kings Majefty, nor has He a more
dutiful and loyal People ; and it is aPcople of

God committed to you by the gracious Gover-
ning Providence of Heaven.

AND now that I have prefum’d to name the
KING, how can I better illuftrate the Sabjed
I am upon, or what like powerful and acoepra-
ble Argument can 1 {et before your Excellenty and
his Adajeffy’s Conmeil, the Honourable Houfe of
Reprefentatives and all his Leige People, a5 has own
Iluftrious Example, and generous extenfive vl
for the Good of his Kinzdoms, and of all Man-
kind. This largenefs of heart like the [andzpon the
Sea-fhore is the fingular gift of llcaven, it w0
a Prince himfelf and then to his People. #nd
blefled be the LORD onr G OD who has diliphnd
in the Perfon of our vightfyl King GEORGLE, 12
fet bim on the Britifh Thivone ; and becasffe nke
Y.0RD had a favour yet to us therefove wmede He
Him King to do judgment and juftive. Now Regis
:«53:! ,Exeﬂ?Plﬂm s Let us imitate the btﬁ @T BIns
‘and love oar Country, and lay our felves cut ™o
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ferve it. Whae vile degenerate heart is there
that will not feel the Influence ! weme And yet X
have before nam’d an infinitely greater Exaraple,
{cil. that of the Greet and Good GOD by Whom
he reigns, and of whomin his gracious and juft
Adminiftration He is ( by Hisgrace | {o bright
an Image. T bave faid ye are Gods, — then be
Good to your People.

MOREOVER, This day of our yearly Solem-
nity happily falling on the Anniverfary of the Birth
of the K1NGsS moff Excellent Magefty, as it muft
needs add to the Public Joy, fo let 1t make us
Pray the more fervently for the long life and
happy Reign of the King, and the beft Bleflings
of Heaven upon the Head and Heart of their
‘Royal Highnefles the PRINCE and PRINCES S
of Wales, and their Iluftrions ISSUE ; that in
long Succeffions they may ever reign in the hearts
of all that have -at heart the Interefts of Jultice
and Piety, the Proteftant Religion and the Li-
berties of Britain 5 and be {till unto fuch thro’
the lateft Pofterity,as the K IN C is to us, like
the Light of the Mornivg and as the breath of ony
Noftrils, r

T have but one Metize more to urge you with,
iy Honoured Fathers, and itis a very Mcfancbol{}
one, the mention whereof fhould be very
affe@ing to us this day. It is this, Your tine of
Public Aélion for the Service of God, your King and
Country is wery fhort, We feldom come much 1n-
w0 Public Seevice and influence, till we are de-

~ fcending
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{cending from. the Hill of life to our graves.
Youmult be working therefore the works of
him thar fends vou while it is day, the night
cometh. You have awfully feen chis dark year
that you muft die like other men. No lefs than
four of His Majefty’s Council have we bury’d in
this Town fince the laft Eleéfion, and 1 hear of
no lefs than sen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives de-
ceasd this laft Winter, befides a Generation of
pions ufeful Men-thro’ the Province, and moftly
Aged perfons, a great part of our glory and. de-
fence. It becomes me in chis: Audience and on
this Qeeafion again to bewail thofe breaches on
the Public, and.to. drop a frefh tear over the
ﬁravcs of {o.many worthy perfons lately taken
rom our heads. And while werife up and blefs
their Memory, lee men in Public place hear.the
Voice of God more immediately directed unto
them, and remember the Account they muff
fhortly give every one of himfelf to God.. - -

YOUR WINTHROP, and your HU T-
€ HINSON s werefincere & hearty lovers.of this
People,& prov'd themfelves foin the Evil timses as
well as the Good whichhave pafs’d over us- And
the Name of BELC HER . ought alfo to be en-
dear’d to us in all future times,for thatone gene-
rous Order which he fent to his Son in Londin,
when a black cloud wasgathering over us which
threaten’d our Charter.. — ¢ I am jutt going off
“ the Stage ( faid he in his Letter ) and may . not
“live to fee the diftrefling Inconveniences of
“fuch g lofs ; yet I can’t but be in pain for my

| “ Country
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“ Country and Peéple, whofe profper'{tj; hé%
““ been always dear to me. ~~— [ do therefore
* with all tender Concern for the good of this
““ People recommend it to you that you improve
(44 o
- all theIntereft you can poflibly maketo fecure
.. our Chareer privileges. - Upon mature delibe-
ration my mind and defire is, that if there be
¢ ’ ) - s &°
any rational profpe to preferve thefe Privi-
€< , . , ) .
. leges, you fpare no Money o effe@t it. — It
matters little how your Endeavours may be
14 © 3 - .o ’ 2
.entertain’d by men, 1am well fatisfy'd you
will do what is pleafing to heaven. And if
11 . - L -t .
.. Providence fhould honour you to be an In-
.. ftrument to lengthen out the Tranquilhity of
.. this People, you will upon ajuft refleClion
never repentit. And whatever the event
.. may be, Ifhall lay down my head in the
.. Grave in greater peace, under this fenfe that
. I-and mine have . labourd to our utmoft in
. this critical Junéture to {erve the profperity of
our Country. L
THUS that Letter : And to it we very much
owe the fatisfa@ions wé énjoy to day. X
efteem the mention *I have made of it the leaft
piece of Gratitude and Juftice due from me, as
a lover of myCountry ; and if by it 1 may pro=
voke to- Emulation You that are my flefh ; I
mean all the Sons of New-Englands  * = =~

¢é

AND now to enforce all that I have faid, I
come to the third gnd faff part of my Text,
which isj { ' SR P d . . t o v

I AY
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111, AN 4ffurance from GOD unto you,that
{Ie will think upon you for good according to all that
any of you have done or (hall do for this People. You
may humbly look overit all, and chen look up
to Heaven with a lowly fatisfadtien, and fay—
think upon ne my GOD for Gad. God is not un-
righteous to forget your work & labour of love.
Act for his glory, in his fear, by his word, {eck
his condué, regard his Judgment and depend on
his reward.

HE will think upon you and ﬁ:miﬂ: you for
Service, while you think of Him and ask wifdomy
of him. He'll think upon you and aceepr your
goodwill to hisName &People. Hc'll think up-
on you and direé! an honeft heart into proper
and {uitable meafures ; for chie way of man is
not in himfelf, He’ll think upon you & pretedé
and profper you,while youcommit the keeping of
your Soulstohim in weli-doing.  As Feoofhaphat
faid to his Fudges, Deal couragaoufly & the Lord
fhall be with the good.  He'lf chink upon vou
and blefs you it may be in temporals, ashedid
Solomnon, Afa, Fehofhaphat, Heweckiah and others ;
with riches and worldly goods, with repuration
and cfteem, honour and tame : the love of them
that are good and theill word only of the vile
and wicked ; befides the Recomvenze which is
{fure & certain in che Refurrection of the Jult.
Wherefore as Axariab {aid to Afe in amighty
Audience, — Be firang and e not your houds be
weak, for your ok fhall bevevavdid, 2 Choon,

15. 7
3 IN
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IN a word, "Think you as you ought of God
and the Public, and God will think of you tho’
il fbrgrr and :zfgf ect yoi, OT tho’ thE)” mnay cCn-
fure and reproach you, injurc and abufe you.
[f worn out with 4ge you prudently withdraw
your felves, and receive an honourable Quietus,
or if vou are laid by before in difpleafure or
with flight, yet God will be with you in your
cafy recefs.  But above all avhen you come to die,
and take the final leave ( as in a lictle time you
muft ) whether of a grateful or an ungrateful
world ; then God will think upon you, and the
Confcicnce of a well fpent life, a faithful
Stewardfhip,fhall brighten your laft hours it may
be,and be a blefled Earnestof the Joy of the Lord.

AND now,

t. LET this be a comfortable and encouraging
I%ord to all fuch as love &~ [erve their Country, Let
the blefling of God ever come on that Man !
may the Great GOD ever think upon him for
cood ! and let all the People {ay, Amen, Let
{uch aone know that however low or 1ll hemay
chink of himfelf, yce God chinks well of him.
Whether you ever appear a Servant of the Pub-
lic, or if it be never known (o men that you
torv'd it, yet God knows and notices it.  Beyou
voung and entring the world wich good and
conercus defires to do good init 5 Go in this thy
ooty — the Levd is awith thee thos worthy Man !
O hins God already put honour upon you, and
¢.'t'C vou forth upon the Public Stage ; fee to 1t
(e vou ferve your Generationaccording to the
will vt God s doawerthily in Eplvatah, & be fumious

473
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in Bethlehem, Or be you quitting the Stage of
a&tion under the decays of age, :God will fill
think apon you in the time of old age, & wot forfake
you when your frength faileth,

LET me prefent before youthe Record of the
Confolation enjoy’d by rhree brave & pious Men,
the one laid by by Men, the fecond thrown by by
Providence,and the Jaff call’d to die {uddenly af-
ter a life of Public Service to the Ifrael of Ged.

THE firlt was Samuel, whom the Lordcalled
when bur a child, and continued at the head of
Ifrael untoold age; but when the People grew
weary of him, and God bid him acquiefce and
lav down, he did it glorioufly after an unfpotted
Adminiftration. He prefenced himfelf in avaft
Affembly of Ifrael, and dar'd to fay to ’em, I anz
20w old and gray-headed and my Sons are with you
and I bave walked before yon from my Childhood un-
to this day 5 Behold beve I am, witnefs againft me
before the Lord and before his Anointed 5 IVboje 0
have I taken ¢ oy whofe afs have T taken € or 2whos
have I defranded 2 swhom bave I opprelfed 2 or of
whofe hand have I received any vribe to Olind mine
eyes therewith 2 And they faid, Thos bafl nit de-
frauded us, nor oppreffed us 5 neither haft tihui takes
orght of anymans band.  And be fuid wnto toun,
The Lord is witunefs,emd his Anointed iswitne's b
day, that ye have not fonnd ought in niy haud.

THE {econd was Fob, that perfiél and wprigl:
man, who refrefh’d himfelf in his afles & buils
when Providence {cem’d to have thrown liim b
a5 a broken vei{els for bis Righreanines /- i
Falt and wenld wot lecic ooy and bii heavt di1n:

H : refiiy e
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reproach him within, tho’ his ulcers were nanfeous
and painful without. He remember’d how he
was wont 10 go out to the Gate, and when be pre-
paved his [eat in the [Freet 3 how when the ear beard
bhim it bleffed him and whenthe eye farw bim it bare
awitnefs to bim 5 bow he delivered the poor that cryed
and the fatherle(s, and how he brake the jaws of the
wicked 3 and he appeals to God if bis frep had
turned out of the way,and bis beart wall’d after his
eyesy or any blot had cleaved to his hand. Thus bis
svitrne(s was in Heaven, and his record was o1 high.

THE third was Hezekiahthat great and good
INing of Fudeh, who being fick unto death re-
ceivid-a meflage from God to fet his houfe in
orccr 3 upon which hie was able to look up to
God and {ay—~ Remember now O Lord I befeech
thee, how 1 hawe swalked before thee in truth, and
2witi) a perfect heart, and have dome that which is
goed in o thy fight, A mighty Prayer for a dying
King ! happy the Ruler that can Pray thus in his
laft hours! in fuch peace and comfort we have
{cen fome of our faithful Rulers lately expire.
And may the Confolations of Ged abound to all
chae furvive in their Spirit,

2. WILL God think of Public Spirited Per-
fons tor good 2 thenlet it be a Rule and lazw to us
c0 o foteo. Tt is but Jullice and Gratitude in a
People to remember and reward the Public Ser-
vices & Benefits done them by any. Never let
our Benefaltors be forgotten by us. "ThatCountry
little deferves anv that is not careful and juft to
acknowledee and honeour ‘em,  Who will think

upon
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upon that Pecple for good, who do not grate-
fully think on them that do ’em great and mani-
felt kindneffes 7 Nay will God think upon’em,
to raife ’em up more friends ¢

THE Rulers of a People are the Judges of be-
nefics or injuries done to the Public ; and ’its a
matter wherein they ought to {et themfelves to
judge calmly and impactially. And T am bold
to {ay,ihey are not Public Spirited if they do it
not. And if they judge in their confciences
that great Good has been done to their Country
by anyPerfon or Perfons, the Public thanks and
regards ( as the matter may require } are dueto
fuch Perfons, be they of our felves or be they
Strangers, by the {triGeft rules of honour and
honefty, as well aswi{dom and policy. This
is an eternal Principle of truth,and rule of righ-
teoufnefs.

WHEREFORE let this People ever think
of them for good who arc honour’d of God
to do ’em good. Be they dead 2 let their
Names live with us: let them be had in everlaft-
ing remembrance : Do they yet remain with ps 2
let usalways think of ‘ecm with love and honour,
lec us blefs and pray for ‘em, ( Aday they live
and not die, and let not theiv Names be few ) and if
necd be let us ftand by and defend ’em s ac-
counting ’em among the Geod Men for whom one
would even dare to die.

BUT God forbid among us that bafe and
hellifh {piric, which we our {elves have known
in other Places wifer & grcater than we, where-
by the beflt Friends and Servants of the Plllblic

1a¥0
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have been by fome fa&tioufly and malicioufly
defam’d, bely’d, revild ; and the vile flanders as
cafily taken up & weakly given into by others 3
to the ruine ot thePublic, & tothe grief & thame
of good men that love it.  Such was the guilt
and wretchednefs of Ifrael in the day of Abime-
lech, and the Moral of Fotbams fable was to re-
prove and reproach the bafz ingratitude, Mind
how he introduces it, — Hearken to me ye men of
Shechem: that God may hearken to you! — and how
he clofes 1t, — Now therefore if ye bawve donctruly
and fisscerely, if ye bave dealt awell with Sfernbbaal
and bis boufe, and have done unto bim according to
the deferving of bis hands ——. But was this only
“Fotharss privaterefeptment ? No, theIngratitnde
was {irft to Heaven which had railed up Gideon
for them, and the Holy Ghoft {peaks of it with in-
dignation, Judges 8. 24,35 And the childven of If-
vael vemember'd not the Lord theirGod swho bad deli-
wer'd om,y weither fliewed they kindnefs to the boufe of
Gideon, according to all the Goodnefs which be had
fhewn to Ifrael. But far be any thing like

this from this People.

ONCE more,
3. IEF God will think of Public Spirited Perfons

for good ? then how do vou think he will re-
snemder them for evil that hurt and insure fis Pecple ?
and what a melancholly reflection does our Text
1cad them into, who are carelels of doing anything
Jor itsgood ?

WHAT is there for God to think upon, done
by too many in the places and with the talents
afigned them ¢ Go wicked and flotiful Servant,

carry
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carry thy Iord his Money,and tell himchou haft
hid 1t 111 the earcth, but cthat he has his own a-
gain, tho’ without uie or improvement: but
tremble to chink what you will hear from him
again, Take the unprofitable wretch away, and caff
him into wster darknefs,

BUT the hurtful and injurious to his People,
God will remember them to judge 'em @ as Ne-
hemiah imprecated againft {piteful Tobich & falfc
Sanbvallat Nch. 6.x4. My God think thou upon thens
according to their sworks, and on the reft that world
have put me in fear. Thele reff were from among
themfeclves, bafer to this good man than his Sa-
maritan foes 3 for there were many in Fadab
fwors to Tobiah, (a thing moft horrible to hear )
and of them fome Prophets and Nobles treache-
roufly correfponded with him by Letters ; Men
that flily {pake well of him to Nehemiah, and
who as balely betray’d him to Tebiah. ( SceChap.
6- 17, 18, 19.) Thus they vext their good Ge-
vernour, trying to difpirit him & weary him our.
All their tho’ts were againft him for evil, bui
his God tho’t upon him.

IF any that hear me this day bear an 1jl will
againft thisPeople, let me cordially advife *em
to forbear, and to fear to injure ’em ; for God
[fees mifchief and [pite to requite it with his hand ;
he remember’d the children of Edom, cheir in-
{ult and cruelty in the day of Ferufalems. And
we know the times when he {ufter’d no manto
do them wrong, yea he reproved Kings for their
{fake 5 and chey chat touched *¢m touched che

apple ot his cye,
’ BUT
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BUT isis timethat I draw to a Clefe, and from all that -
has been faid /et 1wy be evvuefi!, entieated, pesfivaded, exbor.
teh, admonifbed to love the Kelipion and Libeities of o Coure
tiy, and live as wmueh) as we can i owr vefpective places to tle
gloty of God and the Fenefit of Mankind,  Ler us difdain to
live ufelefs, defire to be fignificant, and yet preferve hu.
mility and modeflty which ever adorns them that excel.
Lot integrty and uprightoefs preferve us, and commend
us to the favour of God. Let it content us to do good
and not be {een by men, and look for our reward in
the unfeen glory henour and Immortality. Finally, Jet
us refrefh our felves with the frequent meditation of
the glerizus Reft into which our Fathers are enter’d, who
with a pious zeal ventur'd and fpent their lives and
their cftates to {ubdue this Wildernefs for God, and
laid the foundation of this our Zion thro' unknown
difficulties, hardfhips and hazards. Let us recount
to our Children the worthy deeds zhey did, and all
the wonderful works God did for them : in what
Spinig, to what end, in what manner, with what teins
they alted ; much the fame with thofe which afted
Nebemialy, on whofe holy mind the pwe laws and wor.
fip of God Iny urpermoft ¢ And chen let us contem.
plate bow God owa’d, protelied aud prefper'd ‘em, how
he drove out the heathen and planted 'em, how they
got the Land by his arm and the light of bis Coun.
tenance ; and fo relying on the fame grace and pre.
fence of God with us, let us tread in their fteps and
be animated with their Spirit, till we alfo are gathered
to them in peace and honour,

AND now Ubeffed te the Lovd that Dhath given reff
unto his I'cople. e——on The Lovd owr God be with w6 as
Le was with our Fatlevs, let him not leave us nor forfake
335 e Let your heart thevefore ke perfedt with the Lord
your Gad, to walk m bis Statutes and to keep his Com.
mandments. And  the Lod waintain the Caufe of
bis Teatie ai all times, as the matter fiall vequiic.

F I N I 6.
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