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At 3 Council held at the Council
Chamber 1n Boflor, on Thur[day
the 29th of May, 1740+

(ORdered, That Jacob Wendell and
-~ Ruchard Bill, Efgrs; give the Thanks
of this Board to the Rev. Mr. William
Cooper, for his Sermon preached Iefler-
day before the General Alfembly ; and that
they defire a Copy thereof for the Prefs.

Atteft. Simon Froft, Dep. Secr.
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PSALM I x, xi xi.

 Be wife now therefore, O ye Kings : be infiruéted
ye Fudges of the Earth. |
Serve the LORD with Fear, and rejoice with
Trembling. '
Kifs the Sox lef He be angry, and ye perifp
from the Way, when his Wrath is kindled
but a little: Bleffed are all they that put
their Truf in Him.

H IS anniverfary Day which is
now return’d upon us, may very
well be call'd A4 Day which thepfy], 118.
Lord bath made ; inafmuch as24-
He has given us the happy Oc-
cafion of it, by putting our Fa-
thers, and continuing us in the
Pofleffion of thefe invaluable Privileges, the Exer-
cife whereof is the proper Bufinefs of the Day d
- | ; An




5 An ELECTION SERMON.

And if we, and our People, do not rejoyce and
thew ourfelves glad in i, with a religiousas well
as civil Joy, our Stupidity and Ingratitude will be
an Evidence, how unworthy we are of theFavours
of Heaven wherewith we are diftinguifh’d.

W again fee the Princes, the Legiflators of the "
People, even the People of the God of Abraham,
gatbered togetber ; not only in the State-Houfe to
difpatch the publick Bufinefs, but in the Lord’s-
Houfe to pay Him their publick Homage, and to
learn their Duty to Him &y inquiring in bis Temple:
Pial. 47.9- And fince #be Shields of the Earth do belong unto

&od, it is fit He fhould in this Way be exzlted by
them.

OvuR prefent Rulers defire this publick Day may
continue to wear the Garb of Religion, not only
out ¢of Cuftom, and in Conformity to the Practice of
theirAnceftors ; but, we trufl, from aSenfe of Duty
and becaufe they inherit a good Meafure of the
fame Spirit of Piety and Devotion, which was the
diltinguithing Glory of the Fathers of our Country.

I know your Excellency, and the honourable
Csznfellers, who have order'd me into the facred

Desk on this great Occafion, don’t expeét from me,
either an Addrefs of Compliment, or 2 Le&ure in

~Politicks ; both of which are as diftant from my
Genius, as they would be difagreable to my Cha-
racter. That which you have called me to is, as
a Gofpel Minifter, to dire you from the Word of
God, and remember you of your Duty as Chriftian
Magiftrates ; which I fhallaccordingly endeavour,
by divine Help, with all Fidelity, and a proper

Deference

I"""{l"’"‘"' “



Adp ELECTION SERMON. 3

Deference : And I don’t know how I can better -
do this, than from the folemn Paflage I have juft
read. |

- IF then you are come together to hear what
God the Lord has to [ay unto you, the Meflage bro’t
you in his Name, by the unworthieft of his Mi-
nifters,'is this, Serve the LORD with Fear, and
rejoyce with Trembling. Kifs the SON leff He be
angry, ¢Sc. - *

- THE Pfalm of which our Text is the Cloft, is
a prophetick Difcourfe of the Kingdom of the
Meffizh. 1t foretells the Oppofition which would
be given to that Kingdom, when it fhould be
fet up in the World. Tho' the Laws of this
Kingdom,. and the Adminiftration of it, are
every way fuited to make the Subjects thereof
eafy and happy ; and the Nature of it is
fuch, that if it did univerfally obtain, . it would
make the Kingdoms of this World refemble the
Kingdom of Heaven ; for it confiffs in Righteon/- Rom.14.7
nefs, and Peace, and Foy in the Holy Ghef} ; yet fuch
are the Prejudices of Men, that they not only
refufe to become the Subje@s of this Kingdom
themfelves, but do their utmoft to prevent its
Eftablithment and Spread in the World. And
this Oppofition is general, made by all forts of Per-
fons ; not only the common Rout, from whom lit-
tle better is to be expected, but the Kings and Ru-
lers are engag’d in it; as if they tho’t the Reign of
Chrift would eclipfe their Glory, and diminifh
their Authority. Thefe back their Strength. and
Power with Policy and Counfel.  The Kings of the
Earth fer themfelves, and the Rulers take Counfelver. 2y 3.
| | together |



2 Az ELECTION SERMON.

togetber, againft the Lord, and againft bis Anointed,

faying, Let us break their Bands afunder, and coff
away their Cords from us.

But for the Comfort of all thofe who have
heartily efpous’d the Interefts of Chrilt, and are
the faithful Subje@s of his Kingdom, the Vanity
and Unfuccefsfulnefs of this Oppofition follow.
TheirAttempts will certainly be defeated, and their
Counfels baffied, however confident they may be
of carrying their Point. The moft High controls
their Rage, and derides their Folly. #ky dothe
Heathen rage, and the People imagine @ vainThing ¢
He that fitteth in the Heavens fball laugh, theLord
fbali bave them in Derifion. For the Thing they
attempt is not only unlikely, but impoffible. The
Kingdom of Chrift is better eftablifh’d than any
of the Monarchies of the World. It is founded
upon an irrevocable Decree of God the Father,
fram which he cannot recede in Point of Henour.
This eternal Purpofe and Refolve, which lay hid
in the divine Counfels from the Days of Eternity,
6,7, 8. 7. is publith’d with Solemnity : 22¢ have 1 fet my King

2pon my holy Hill of Zion. Iwill declare the Decree ;
tbe Lord bath faid unto me, Thou art my Son, this
Day bave 1 begotten thee. Ask of me,and Ifhall give
the¢ the Heathen for thine Inberitance,and the utmoft
Partsaof the Earth for thy Poffeffion. Nay ; The
Oppofition will iffae net only in a vexatious and
thameful Difappointment, but in the dreadful, ut-
ter and irrecoverable Ruin of all that are in the
carfed Confederacy. The Honours of this divine
King will be fufficiently vindicated ; and they who
would not {ubmit to his gracious Sceptre, thall be
v.'9. = broken with his iron Rod. Thox fbait break them
with

1. & 4. V.



AsELECTiION SERMO N,

with aRod of Iron,thou [balt dafbthem in Pieces liké
@ Potters Veflel; fo fuddenly, eafily, and irrepe-
rably. -

Now our Text is the dpplication of all this, by
way of Counfel and Admonition, to Perfons of the
higheft Rank and Order in the World, as more
efpecially concerned in it. And here we may
oblerve, 1, The Perfons to whom the Counfel is
addrefs'd. 2, The Counfel that is given them.
And 3, The Arguments and Motives with which
it is enforc’d. Thefe three Divifions of the Text
may be the generalHeads of our Difcourfe : And,
if I miftake not, they will furnifh us with Matter
proper for this Occafion ; and naturally fuggeft to

us fuch weighty Things, as will concern everyPer- .

fon of whatever Degree or Station, in this large
Affembly,

I. THE firft Thing then that falls under our
Obfervation is, Zhe Perfons to whom the Counfel in

our Text is addrefSd: And thefe are the Kings

and Fudges of the Earth. 'T'hat is, Sovereign

Princes and their Under-Officers; all Magiftrates,
both the fupream and the fubordinate ; thofe that
have the legiflative, and thole that have the ex-
ecutive Power, in the Governmentof any People.

THE Offce of the Magiffracy is here fuppos'd at
lealt ; the Infitution of Govermment conceled to
if not afferted: For fome Perfonsare here addrefy’d

as vefted with Authority and Raule.

NOTHING in the World is plainer than this,

That it is the Mind and Will of God that there
B fhould

I
‘ i -.,.1‘

e o e H:?HE



An ELECTION SERMON.

fhould be Magiftracy in the World ; that Men
fhould be govern’d by Laws and Polity, and
kept in Order by this Means. |

SURELY no one can doubt whether the Foun-
dation of civilGoevernment is laid in divine Inftitu-
tion, who but reads, without a Comment, fuch
Texts as thefe. Prov. 8. 15. By me Kings reign,
ezd Princes decree Juftice: By me Princes rule,
and Nibles, even all the Fudges of the Earth. Rom.
13. 1, 2. Let every Soulbe [nbject unto the bigher
Power;, For there is no Power bat of God : The
Powers that be are ordained of God. Whofoever
toerefore refiffeth, refifeth the Ordinance of God.
1 Pet. 2. 13, 14. Submit your felve;s to every Or-
dinance of Man for the Lord’s [ake. Whether it be
to the King as fupream, or to Governors as [ent by
him ; for the Punifbment of Evil Doers, and for the
Praife of them that do well. For [6 is the Will of
God -----

AXND this is the DiQate of Reafon, as well 2s the
Voice of Scripture: The very Light of Nature
cives a fufficient Indication of the Mind of God in
this Matter : For all Nations, how barbarous {o-
ever, have united in fome Kind of Government
or other, for their common Peace anddafety ; nor
can any Number of Men continue any Time,with-
out fomething of Law and Rule; which thews
that Government is from God as the Author of

Nature.

IT i3 as truly as commonly faid, Nothing is more
uncqual than Equality. Neither the Beauty nor

Beneht of the World will allowit, The Notion
of
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of Levelifm has as little Foundation in Nature as

in Scripture. If we look up to the Heavens, there 1 Cor.1g
is ane Glory of the Sun, and another Glory of the 4+
Moon, and another Glory of the Stars ; neither are
thefe of the fame Magnitude and Luftre, but oze
Star differeth from another Sigr inGlory. And if

we look round the Earth, we fee it is not caft

into a Level ; it has Mountains and Plains, Hills

and Vallies. Even fo in the po/itical Werld, there

are the Diftin@ions of Superiours and Inferiours,
Rulers and Ruled, publick and private Orders of
Men : Some fit on the Throne of Majefty, fome

ot the Council Table, and fome on the Bench of

Juftice ; and fome hold fubordinatePlaces of Pow-
er ; while others ferve their Generation only in 3

private Capacity.

AMONG the native Spirits of Heaven, the holy
Angels, who have their abode in- the Realms of
Light and Purity above, where thereare no Lufis
to be reftrain’d, it i8 fuppos’d there are not only
different Degrees of Excellence, but different Offi-
ces and Employments. It has been tho’t a fuffici-
ent Foundation for this Conjecture, that we read of
Thrones, Dominions, Principalities and Powers, inCol. t. 1
the heavenly Places. And if Mas had retain’d “
his primitive Holinefs, and his Nature net been
tain’d with Sin as now it is, there would doubt-
lefs have been Government in this lower World,
and within the Circle of Paradife it {elf ; not ¢o
ercive or punitive, for there could then beno
Occafion for that ; but dire@ive,and confervative *°
of Superiority and Inferiority, fuch as will be in
the heavenly State after our Saviour fhall have
delivered up the Kingdom ta God, even the Father.
' Bz Byw



44 ELECTION SERMEON.

BuT how neceffary is Government, even in the
feverer Reftraints of it, for Man in his prefent
fallen and corrupt State ¢ To how much greater
a Height wou'd Wickednefs rife, if there were
none to bea Terror to evil Deoers? 1f all Men
were left to their unreftrain’d Liberty, what an
uncomfortable and dangerous Place would this
World be ? What vexatious and uneafy Compa-
nions won’d Men be to one another? And now
wou'd thisEarth refemble the Hell of the Damned ¢

They that now enjoy the Pleafures andAdvanta-
ges of Society, wou'd be ready to wifh they could
dwell folitary in the Wildernefs. And goodMen
raore efpecially wou'd haveReafon to utterDavid’s
| Complaint, with aheavy Accent, We is me, that I
{%.120.5- [5ourn in Mefech, that Idwell in the Tents of Ke-
dar ! Among a People rude and barbarous, hate-

{aland hating ; govern’d not by Reafonand Re-

ligion, but only by Will and Luft.

THEREFORE God’s good Will to Men, ang
Concern for their Happinefs, appears next to the
Gofpel and the Miniftry of it, in the Inflitution
of Magifiracy ; his appointing that Men, in their
prefent State, fhow’d be govern’d by Men. If the
World was to be conftantly govern’d by God in
a more jmmediate way, bya Voice from Heaven,
and fuch awful Appearances of the divineMasjelty
.5 thofe on Mount §inazi, when he delivered his
Lzw to his People Ifrael; as this would not fo well
soree with that State of Frctaticn the World 18
now in, in which Men are to walk by Faith and
5 Dor.zwnot by Sight, fo it would not fuit the prefest
~ Frailty of our Natare, | ;

"THE
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THE Peoplé of Ifrael found this bykxperience,
in the Day when God promulg'd his Law to them,
in a way fuited to his own Majefty and Greatnefs.
They could not bear:it. They were ftruck into
fach Amazement and Terror, asto make it their
humble Requeft that he would pleafe to gointoa
Method of Government more futed to Spirits in
Flefh ; and that they might o more bear theVoice pyod. 50
of the Lord, leaff they fhow'd die: AndGod granted 19.
their Requeft, and in Condefention to their W eak-
nefs and Infirmity, when the Government over

Ifrael wasa Theocracy, he ufed the Miniftry of
Men in the Management of it. Truly, the ac-

curate Wifdom and compaffionate Goodnefs of

God are feen,in governing as well as teaching
us by Men like our felves.

THIs does not indeed leflen the Obligations to
Obedience ; for be that de[pifeth, defpifeth not
Man byt God: Butitisa very good Reafon why
we fhow’d make favourable Allowances for the
Defects andFailings of Rulers. They are but Men;
of the fame Make and Conftitution withOthers, of
like Paffions and Apnetites, under all the Weak-
nefles and Corruptions of human Nature fince the
Fall, and befet with the like and with {fome pecu-
liarTemptations. We thould not therefore place
an undue Confilence in them, nor expe too
much from them. To be fure, a perfe® Conduct
‘and Adminiftration we muft not look for. And
their Mifltakes and Mifmanagement, whether in
private or pablickLife, thou’d not be too feverely

cenfur'd. To pray more for Rulers, and talk lefs

againft them, wow'd many Times be a besterWay
to get fome Things amended.

I
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I don’t mean that out of Reverence to Authg-
rity, we fhow'd refign common Underftanding
and the publick Intereft, to Menin Power: Nor
wowd I be tho't to deny the Right which every
private Man, as he is a Member of the Body,and
i3 Intereft is involv'd in that of the Publick, has
to judge of the Conduct of publick Affairs. No ,
Lam too deep in the Principles of Liberty, to mean
any thing like this. Buat thisI fay, the Cenfure
of Rulers fhould be in matters of which we are
able in fome good Meafure to form a Judgment,
opon Things apparent, and where Faéts may be
compar'd together; and alwaysmanag’d with De-
cency, and temper’d with Charity.— Nor fhou’d
we prefently vote tho'e to be ill Men, Enemies of
their Country, regardlefs of its Interefts, or defign-
ing its Ruin, who don’t judge with the Populace,
or go into the Meafures which others think beft.

~ For Perfons equal in Integrity and Love to their

Country, may judge very differently 2bout the
publick Interelis.

WHAT we have fpoken of the divine Inftituti-
on of Government, you all underftand to be meant
of Government it [elf, and not of any particular
Form or Model of it : For one is no more appoint-
ed by God than another; but every People are
left to judoe for themfelves, to frame {uch a Con-

fitution as may beft anfwer the Ends of Govern-
ment for them, and to alter and change 2hat too

zt Difcretion, and by common Confent.

YrE Kingly Government 13 mentioned in our
Text ; bat is not to be underftood exclufive of e-
ther Forms. And all Perfons are for Confcience

&xke to yield Obedience to the Laws and Magil-
frales
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trates under which they live, and from which they
receive the Benefit of Proteftion; whether in
Kingdoms or Common Wealths ; and whether
the Government does or does not defcend by he-
reditary Right.

The fame Model of Government would not
fuit every People ; their Genius, Scituation, and
other Circumftances are fo curious. It is therefore
an Inftan~e of theKindnefs of God that he has not
prefcrib’d one for all Nations. And by the various
Forms of civilGovernment,which there are among
the Nations of the Earth, the Wifdom of God in
the Government of the World in general, is ren-
dred the more illuftrious and admirable.

Or the various Forms of civil Government
which are in the World, fome are undoubtedly
much better than others, and it is a greater Happi-
nefs to live under one than another of them.
TheConfideration of this fhou’d make us thankful
for ourPrivilege as ENGLISH-MEN ; which is to
live under the happieft Conftitution in theWorld,
if compar’d inits proper Lineaments with other
Governments. For as was juftly obferv’d by a
noble Patriot of the laft Age T ¢ This Govern-
“ ment hasasit were extrated the Good of all

“ other Conftitutions, having avoided the two
“ Extreams of T'yranny and an unboundedLiberty;
“ no Govern ment under the Sun being fo exack
“ a piece of Symetry, having fo nicely poisd the
““ Prerogative and Property that they are mutu-
“ ally afiiftant of each other, ”

t Lord Delamere.
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AND if we confider our felves as New-ENGLISY
" MEN, our Obligation to Thankfulnefs rifes il

bigher : For we enjoy not only the Immunitiesand
Liberties of natural Subje@s born in the Realm
of England, but have fome additional ones granted
and affirmed to us by a Royal Charter, which is as
a Hedge about our deareft and moft valuable In-
terefts: So that none can with more Juftnefs, and
greaterPropriety than our felves, ufe thofe thank-
Pil 16.6. ful Words of the Palmift, TheLines are falien to
45 1n pleafant Places, yea we bave a goodly Heritage.
May there never be among the Sons of New-Eng-

Heb. 12.7/z2d,any fuch profane Perfon as Efau, who defpifed
" 2nd [l bis Birthright 1

WE have been faying, Gob has in Kindnefs
to Men appointed that they thow’d be govern’d by
Men ; yet, He has been too good and kind to leave
2hem to be govern'd by Men according to their ar-
britrary Will and Pleafure. The End of Govern-
ment is the publick Peace and Safety ; when
therefore this is negleGed, and the Ordinance of
Government only made an Engjne of Tyranny
and Opprefion ; when the Conftitution is fubver-
ted, the Liberties and Properties of the People
invaded, their Religion and Laws made a Sacrifice
to the Superftition, Ambition, or Covetoufnefs of
the Prince thatis over them; when thisis rezlly
the Cafe, as it has been in our own Nation, doubt-
jefs the Remedy is left in their own Hands, and
every Man is under higher and earlier Engage-

ments to the Community in general, than he is to
the fupream Magiftrate,

Hz
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- HEe that has freed hisPeople from their /piritzaf
Task-maflers, has not left them under the Power of

earthly Tyrants. The Rules of Obedience laid

down in the Gofpel oblige none to {fubmit to un-

lawful Impofitions. It ismention’d to theReproach

of [fzchar, that the Men of that Tribe wanted =
the true Spirit of Liberty; Iflachar isa ffrong Afs, Gett 491
couching down between two Burdens : He bowed My 1

his Shoulder to bear, and became @ Servant 4alg
Tribute. | |
AND tho’ Gop has not prefcrib’d any one Form
of Government in Scripture, yet he has therein
given general Rules to be obferv’d by all that arg
in Government. The civil Magiftrate’s Com-
miffion is thus limited by the great Monarch of .
the World, He that ruleth over Men muff bel Sam: 434
Juft, ruling in the Fear of God. 7

AND that they may'nt be unmindful of the
Duties of their Station, he has appointed @nether
Order of Men to be their faithful and humble
Monitors ; I mean, the Miniffers of Religion.
For Miniftersare as truly the Magiftrates Zeachers,
as Magiftrates are theirGovernours: Andas wemuit
put our People in Mind to be [ubjec? 1o Principa-T1t. 3. 1,
lities and Powers, to obey Magifirates ; fo we muft
put Magiftrates in Mind to be fubject to the Lord
Fefus Chrift, and ufe their Power in a Subferviency
to the Interefts of His Kingdom.

Tuis leads us to the fecond Thing to be con-
fiderd in the Words, which is,

C I Tup
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11 Tuz folemn Counfel here given (o earthly
Rulers of all Degrees : Serve the LORD ; Kifs the

SON.

THE fame Perfonis here meant by the Lord,
2nd the Son ; namely, the Lord Fefus Chrift,God-

man, Mediater.

THE Duty requir'd is exprefs'd twoWays. They
muft ferve him, as thofe that are in Subjection to
him, in all the Inftances of Devotion and Obedi-
ence. Thef are to kifs him ; with a XKifs of
Adoration and Warfbip : They that worfhip'd
Tin g_lg'ldo?s kifyd them ; for we read of the People,
3. their kiffing of Baal, and kiffing the Calves
Hol.13. 2. With a Kifs of Alegiance and Leyalty : So when

Samuel ancinted Saul, he kifsed bim, and [aid, It _55
1 Sam.10. becaufe the Lord bath ansinted thee #0 be Capiasn

i. over bis Inberitance.  And with a Kifsof Affection
and Lsze : So’tisa common Cuftom in theWorld
fo- Friends to falute ene another : And the Ufage
in fome Courts, isto kifs the Hand of the Princes
in token of Subje@ion to his Government, and

Aff:&ion to his Perfon.

Itake the Words to be comprehenfive of the

Duty of Rulers in their double Capacity ; the

private and the publick ; as Chriftians and a3 Ma-
1

giirates.

1. RULERS are, as Men and asChrifians, oblig’d
to the general Service of Chrift, in common with
¢thors.  And the Service of Chrift includes in 1
rer! inward Religion, and praiical Godlinefs in all

¢ho Partsof it
HERE
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HEeRE many Particulars offer themfelves to our
Tho'ts, which are in themfelves worthy of En.
largement : But I muft content my felf witha
few comprehenfive Hints, in opening to you the
Charater of a Servant of Chrift in his fiugle or
Private Capacity.

A Servant of Chrilt is one who has parted with
his o/d Mafrers ; fallen off from his Allegiance to,
and renounc’d the Service of thofe other Lords
which bave had Dominion over him ; Satan and

the World.

Ifa. 26.13.

HE has aGaally fubmitted to the Government
of the Lord Jefus Chrift, taken bis Yoke upon bim,
and {worn Allegiance to him.

Pfal. 114.

100.

AND now,

HE obeys all bis Laws, and makes bis il the
Rule of all his AGions ; how contrary foever to his
own Will or Humour, Eafe or Intereft, He fits
at the Feet of his divine Mafter, and makes that
Inquiry, with a fincere Refolution to obey, Lord, Al €
what wilt thou have me to de? Or, Goed Mafer, Luk.sl?.[.-. ) 5

what (hall I do to inberit eternal Life 2

He therefore attends upon all bis Inflitutions,
thofe Ordinances which Chrift has appointed to
thew his Authority over, and Care for his Church:

He religioufly obferves the Sazbbaths of the Lord,
conftantly frequents the [olemn Affemby, reverently
hears his Word preach’d by his Minifters, and de-
voutly attends upon the Adminiftration of the boly ot
dgcraments, He will neglect none of thefe, left he .
ik C2 ' fheula,




i0 AELECTION SERMON.
thould feem to fhew Contempt to him that has
appointed them, or want the Badge and Livery of

his great Lord and Mafier.

IVIOREOVER,

He follows his divine Mafter’s Example, and
defires to copy the Life of the holy Fefus into his

own ; and will follow no Men, of what Name or

Figure {oever, any farther than he fees him fo

Tuz Servant of Chrit does alfo refign to bis
Condai without Referve, and is determin’d to
Ll the Lamb whither forver be goes, and not to

n from follawing after bin, whateverOppofition

d Danger may be in theWay.

OXCE more,
A trua Servant of Chrift makes the Glory of

Chrif his chief and governing Aim ; and, toth
habitually and acually, directs his Actions, In the
be? Manner he can, towards this great End. Tes
hiz higheft Ambition to pleafe his Mafer. in Hea-
cen, and he will make all lower PDefigns give
Pisoe to this. He purfues his Honour and Appro-
batisn in every Relation wherein he {tands, 1n

every Statien he fills, and with every Talent com-
And in this he lebours, that

mmitted to him.
1 srefest or alfent, both in this World and

e S LLsther i 5
e may be accepted of Him ; and then

-
- o T

the next,
'3 ¢ fmall Thirg with bim to be judged of Mans

AR :";f"szd gent,
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To this Service of Chrift there are fome fpeci-
al Adjunt?s annex'd in our Text, Yoy, Fear, and
Truff. Servethe Lord with Fear, and rejoice with
Trembling : Bleffed are they that truft in bim.

THE Service of Chrift fhould be accémpanied

with Rejoycing. Let the Children of Zion be joyfulPa-149-2-

in their King. They fhould rejoyce that they

have fuch a Mafter to ferve ; and thew themfelves

cheerful in his Service, as thofe that chufe it, and

are not forc’d intoit; as thofe that like it, and

would not go free fromit. So the People of Fu.

dab in the Days of Afz bound themfelves to the

Service of GOD, not only with great Solemnity,

but with great Cheerfulnefs, and all poffible Ex-
preffions of Joy.  They fware unto the Lord with |
a loud Veice, and with Shouting, and with Tmmpeﬁ, 2Chro. 15.
and with Cornets. And all Judah rejoyced at the T
Oath : for they bad fworn with all their Hearts,
and fought bim with their whole Defire.

- BuT this rejoicing well confifts with Feer and
Trembling, and fhould be always temper'd there-

with. We thow'd ferve the Lord with Fear, and Heb. 12.
rejoice with Trembling, becaufe as he is a gracious 2% 29:

{o he is a yealous GOD, who can’t be deceiv'd and
witl not be mocked ; who regards the Intention as
-well as the Ac¢tion ; who looks into the Heart
and fees thre’ all Difguifes. His Servants there:
fore fhould always maintain a holy Jealoufie left
they come fhort of his Approbation and Accept-
ance; and at the fame time that they rejoice in
the Hopes of his Favour, thould tremble in the
Tho'ts of ever falling under his Difpleafure.
And while we thus fubmit to the Lord JefusChrift,

and
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and ferve him with holy Joyand Fear as' our So-
vereign, we muit alfo zraff in him as our Savioar ;
and renouncing all other Dependance whatfoever,
as fatisfaCtory and meritorious, muft repair to his
Obedience and Atonement, as the only Refuge
of guilty Souls, and Ground of a Sinners Accept-
ance with GoD: We muft{o truft in Chrift as to
have n9 Confidence in the Flefh ; and never go
about to effablifh a Righteoufnefs of our own,but
fubmit our felves to the Prgbteazzﬁzefs of God ; de-
;:9‘ v. firing to be found in Him, not baving on our own
Rngteaafzzef which is of the Le:ww, but that which
i; thro’ the Faith of Chriff, the Rightecufnefs which
15 of God by Faith--- This it isto ferve the Lord :
Thisisa brief general Account of perfonal Reli-
cion, and realChriffianity ; which may be fumm’d
in thele two Words, Subjeion to and De-
| pmdmce on the Lord Jefus Chrift.

Phil. 3. 3.

WE may collect from it, How great a Thing
itis to bea Chriffian indeed. And the Reafon we
have to fear that Chrift has but few true and real
Servants, 2mong thofe who wear the chriftian
Name, and take uvpon them the chriftian Cha-

racter.

Now, Kings and Fudges are as frillly bound
to ferve the Lord in all the Inftances of perfonal
Relizion, and praﬁlcal Godlinefs, as any of thesr

Rom. 10. Deaple For there is the fame Lord over all ; who
12. #ands in the {ame Relations to them that he doeg
ts others : as Creator, Lawgiver and Judge. There

the femz infinite Diffance between Him and

them, that there is between Him and the loweft

of their Subje@ts. They are under the common
Qlizatisns of Chriftians, by their Birth in and
Bapti{m
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Baptifm into the chriftian Church, and their Pro-

fefion of the chriftian Religion. They mufl be

fav'd, if ever they are fo, upon the fame Terms,

and in the [ame Way, that others are, In Matters

of Religion, in the Concerns of Salvation, they

are without Priviledge or Difpenfation. The
Gofpel makes no Diftinction between them and
others in thefe Things; but the Commands of it "
are addrefs’d to 2bems in common with Perfons of

lower Degrees in Life. Pfal. 49. 1, 2. Hear ks

allye Pesple ; give ear, all ye Inhabitants of the

World : Botb Low and Hieh, Rich and Poor to-

getber. Plal. 148. 11, 12. Kings of the Earth,

and all People 5 Princes and all Fudges of th:Earth,

 Bath younz Men and Meidens, old Men and Chil-

dren ; let them praife the Name of the Lord.

. . --:.' iy‘l" v
- ﬁr"‘ l‘.-

¥ ;t’-iﬂ’ -I‘
lI i’ "‘l
- - (] L
. 'i.} ."E: I

Ir there is any Difference, thefe are more friflly
bound to obferve the Laws of Chrift than others ;
becaufe the Eminency of their Station, will make
their Converfation to be the more obferv’d ; and
their Example will be like to have the greater
Influence upon Inferiours. A4 City fet upon z Hil?
cannot be bid s was our Saviour’s Obfervation : And )
he made it for the fake of that Exhortation and
Charge which follows, Let your Light (o fhine M3t 514
before Men, that they may [ee your good Works, o
and glorifie your Fathezr which is in Heaven.

2. -RULERS are to ferve the Lord Jefus Chrift
in their publick Capacity,and in the Exercife of
their Office as Magiffrates. And it is in this
Capacity more ‘efpecially that our Text addrefles
them. B |

AND
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AXD fo they are to confider themfelves as
Chrift’s Misiffers and Stewards, plac’d in their
Stations to ferve him and his Interefts,

THEREFORE,

THEY muft not feck Themﬁfeives,and their own
Phil 2.21. g5, to the Neglect of the Things of Fefus Chriff.
If they are covetous and Self feeking, and aim at
Nothing but sratifying their owr;Ambition, raifing
Themtelves and Families, enlarging their Honours
and Eftates, this is not to ferve Chriit, but toferve
themfelves of Bim ; and to proftitute their high

Office to low Ends.

Mucx lefs muft they carty on any crofs De-
7ens, or do any thing in Oppofition to his King-
dom, or that may damage his Interefts. They
muft not therefore perfecute his Saints, filence his
Minifters, hinder the free Exercife of his holy Re.
ligion, or do any Thing that may obftruét the
Work of the Gofpel; as the Rulersof the Fews.
did when they imprifon’d theProfefors of Chrifti-
anity, and forbad the Apofiles to preach in the
Name of Jefus. ~

Tugy muft make no Laws that are repugnant
to, or inconfiffent with the {ettled Laws of Chrift’s
Kingdom. Foraltho’ GOD has ¢ ren this Power
to 21l Kingdoms and Nations to make Laws for the
better Support and Government of themfelves,
yet he has not given them Leave to repeal any
of his own Laws, nor fo enac any T hing contrary
«0 them. It is ufual for a Prince, when he grants

a Charter to a City or Company within his Domi-
| nions
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nions, to give Power therein to make By-Laws for
the Management of the Affairs of that Commu-
nity, provided they be no way repugnant to his
own or the common Laws of hisKingdom ; if they
be, they are null from the beginning. And fo are
thofe Laws made in any particular Kingdom of
the World, if they be in the left contrary to
any of the common Laws of the World, thofe
which the King of Kings hath made {or a]l Man.
kind,both Kings and People to obferve. In fuch a

Cafe, the general Law is, that we muf obey GODASs 529,
rather than Man.

Tue BIBLE therefore, which is the great

Statute Book of Heaven, muft be confulted by the
Rulers of a Peonle,and they muft frame their Ad-
miniftration by the general Laws there laid down.
The Kings of I/rael were commanded by Gop to
write for themfelves & Copy of the Law, and to
read therein all the Days of their Lives, thatthey Deut. 17,
might Jearn to fear the Lord their Gody and to keep 15 19:
all the Words of bis Lew. And Febojade gave to

Yooy the Tefimony with the Crown, when he 2 ipgs,

anointed him King : Which carries this Infiruc- L. 12

tion in it, That thofe in Government over GOD’S
People, thou'd acquaint themfelves well with hjs
holy Word, and fhou'd have an inviolable Re-
aard to the Laws of Chrift in the whole of their
Adminiftration.

MOREOVER,

CHRISTIAN Magiftrates muft employ their
Power for the Advancement of Chrift’'s Kicgdom
They are ina Lientenancy to Chrift; and fo they

are to concur with Him in carrying on the fomse
L Defign
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AXD {o they are to econfider themfelves 2s

Chrilt’s Miniffers and Stewards, plac’d in their
Stations to ferve him and his Interefts,

"THEREFORE,
THEY muft not feek Themfeivesand tkeir own

If they are covetous and Self feeking, and aim at
Nothing but gratifying their ownAmbition, raifing
Themtelves and Families, ecnlarging their Honours
and Eftates, this is not to ferve Chrift, but to ferve

themfelves of bim ; and to proftitute their high
Office to low Ends,

MucH lefs muft they carry on any crofs De-
‘gns, or do any thing in Oppofition to his King-
dom, or that may damage his Interefts, They
muft not therefore perfecute his Saints, filence his
Minifters, hinder the free Exercife of his holy Re.
ligion, or do any Thing that may obitruét the
Work of the Gofpel; as the Rulers of the Fews
did when they imprifon’d theProfeflors of Chrifti-
anity, and forbad the Apoftles to preach in the
Name of jefus.

TuEY muft make no Laws that are repugnant
$5, oF 7 ﬁ.cozz_/' fe;*t with the feftied Laws of Chrift’s
Kingdom. Toraltho’ GOD hasg ren this Power
{0 ail i‘"ingia sand Nations to make Laws for the
vt and Government of themfelves,
10t given them Leave to repeal any
of his ewn La ws, nor *n enadt anyT hing contrary
¢0 them. It is ufual fc- aPrince, when he grants
a Charter to a City or Company within his Domi-

nions
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nions, to give Power therein to make By-Laws ot
the Management of the Affiirs of that Commu-
nity, provided they be no way repugnant to bis
own or the common Laws of hisKingdom ; if they
be, they are null from the beginning. And fo are
thofe Laws made in any particular Kingdom of
the World, if they be in the left contrary to
any of the common Laws of the Wearld, thofe
which the Kiag of Kings hath made for all Man.
kind,both Kings and People to obferve. In fucha

Cafe, the general Law is, that we muff odey GODASs 5.29,
rather than Man.

THeE BIBLE therefore, which is the great

Statute Book of Heawven, mult be confulted by the
Rulers of a Peonle,and they moft frame their Ad-
miniftration by the general Laws there laid down.

The Kings of Ifrael were commanded by GoD to

write for themfelves z Copy of the Law, and to

read therein all the Days of their Lives, that they Deut. 17.
might learn to fear the Lord their God, and to keep 15 19:
all the Words of bis Law. And Febojade gave to

Toafh the Teftimony with the Crown, when heZ2 Lings,
anointed him King: Which carries this Infiruc- the 4
tion in it, T hat thofe in Government over GOD’S

People, thou'd acquaint themfelves well with his

holy Word, and fhou'd have an invjolable Re-

aard to the Laws of Chrilt in the whcle of their
Adminiftration.

NMOREOVER,

CHRISTIAN Magiftrates muft empley their
Power for the Advancement of Chrilt's Kingdom
They are ina Liewtenancy to Chrift; and fo they

‘ e Y =ty e 1. i e d
are to concur with M7 in carrying on the {ms2
X
L Defon
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Zamr, 28, Defian for which o/l Power is given to Him, bath
13. iy Heguen and in Eartb.

Truz indeed, the Care of Souls is not commit-
ted to the civil Magifirate; nor may he extend
his Power to force Articles of Faith, or Modes of
Wortfhip, on the Confciences of Men : For Con-
{vience is exempt from every Jurifdiftion but
Chriff's; and Healone muft reign there. Yet we

muft not run into the other Extream, and fay

that the Magiftrate has mothing to do in Matters of
Religion.

As they rule by Chrift, {5 they are oblig’'d to
raie for Him; and therefore to protet and en.
conrage the Praciice of his holyReligion ; to guard
anid deiend GOD’s facred Name, Day and Inftitu-

ions, from the Infults of thofe who wou'd openly
profane and trampie upon them ; and to reftrain
and pupith thofe Vices and Immoralities, which
are a3 contrary tothe Laws of Chrift as they are
tre Welfare of Societies: For the very End
eneir Office is, the Punr/bment of evil Deers, and

z‘" Praife of them that da well s and this is the
Defizn of their Inftitution, that zader them we may

{
degd et and peaceable Lives in all Gedlinefs and
}fﬁf?f‘:ﬂy.

'l-"'"l"

T
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127 fhow'd openly profels the Religion of
Cariit, pabickly efpoufe his Caufe, and z.eaiouﬂy'
promaotz stas faras ever their Authority and In-
will resch; and fhould {trenuoufly fet
=-ves againit every thing that is oppofite (o
r¢'y azainlt the Works and Kingdom of

the
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the Devil which our blefizd Saviour came into the
.Tﬂrmld (o dﬁﬁrﬂy.' I joh.j.0-

THERE is a War carried on in this World,
between the rightful King and the afurping God
of it ;between Chrift and Satan; and whoever
ftands neuter, Magiftrates, who are Chrift’sOfficers,
muft not: Ifthey do,they areZrastors to hisCrown
and Government, and muft expe&t from him the
higheft Refentment, and the feverelt Punifhment.
Which leads us the third and laft thing obferv'd
in the Words. ,

III. THE Arguments and Motives with which
the divine Counfel here given to the Kings and
Fudges of the Earth is enforc’d.

AND the

it REASON or Argument may be taken from
the 7Vifdom of fuch & Condué?. Be wife now there-
fore, O ye Kings: be infiructed ye Fudgesof the
Earth. Serwve the Lord, &c.

WIS DO M isa very requifite Qualification 1n
Rulers. W ithout this they will make but 2 poor
Figure, and both their Perfons and Authority fall
into Contempt. Now, to fervethe Lord, Bebold!
thisis Wifdom. When Rulers do this, they en-
grosall the Rules of Policy into one.

Fog,

TAaIS is the way #o0 bawe the Prefence of Chriff
with them in their Adminiffration, to direct their
Counfels, and fucceed their Endeavours for the
publick Good ; without which their own Policy
and Power will be in vain ; the wifelt Schemes
s1ll be baflied, and the mol promifingEnterprizes

D2 defeated.
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ce!

e“ted. Whatever the wife Men after theFlefh
may taink, the Rules of Religion fteadily purfu’d

-

y thofe entrufted with the publick Affairs of a

¢op.¢, will be found to conduce more to the
trﬁaeE i¢s of Government, than all the Maxims
oi carnal Pol cy. I Sam. 23. 3,4. Hethat ruleth
ever aven mile bz quff, ruling in the Fear of God:
LInG b2 /"rzf! w ai the L-abt ojf the Morning, wkhen
' 2wy 022 & [Vivraing witheut Clouds 5 as
1o fom f:? E 2fs forinzing ous of the Earth by clear

fffffﬂ'ﬂ’“ LT Fi’;’ffz e ] ne rel?cr'ious Ruler

wil b= :‘:;;*‘eﬂt common and extenfive Bleﬂin
ht and Rain ¢f Heaven.

aito the bely way to fecure and exal
troir cwn Charader.  For, if a ferious and {irié

Pegard to Religion runs thro’ their Conduét, both
in private and publick Life ; if they appear toact
1 the Fear of God, and with a governing View
‘0 tae Honour of Chrifl, this Wu]. Certam]} make

taem lock more great and venerable in the Eyes

o the _:?er*ij e, taan any fhi nmcr Titles or Glltter-

ity Badees of Honour Whh..h they wear: This

w.l procure them not oaly outward but fzward

Reverence. VWhen Piety is found in Conjunéion
S TS - Y

snefs, the Pe?ﬂ,.n fhines with a diviner
fultre, 2nld the Awuthority wherewith he is vefted

itrixes inte 2 greater Awe, and more powerfully
coaitraing Submifizn and Obedience. So Fofbue

’ ;'f"; C; cli I{rael,

ot

Pri; of Fupear; notonly from the Confeioufnefs
Lr 'H " -" A 1 - ‘:T - . [ -

of their gwnlntegrity, which will alwaysgive them

» a

inwerd Pezees, ond raife f}'en' Miinds above the

narant ana difaffecied
~ Perfons ;
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Perfons ; but alfo from the Acceptance which

their faithful Endeavours will find among the
Generality of their People. For as bad as the

World is, when the Righteous are in Authority, the Prov.29.2.
Peaple rejoice. Common People, and even vici-

ous People, are under fuch a Convition of the Ex-

cellency of Virtue and Religion, that they can’t

but take Satisfation when they fee it exalted to

great Dignity.

MOREOVER,

THIs is the moflt likely way for them to be
effablift’d and continued in their Authority, and to
have their publick Opportunities and Advantages
lengthned out by that GOp in whofe band their
Times are. For it ftands in the Book of Gobp as
an Argument why the King fhould above all
Things mindReligion, 7o the endthat he may pro-
long hisDays in bis Kingdem. Deut. 17.20. Agree-
ably (asone obferves) we find in the Hiftory of
the Kings of Fudah, that generally the beftReigns
were the longeft, except when GOD fthortned
them for the Punithment of the People, as Fofiabs.
Or, this will minifter pleafing Reflections to them,
and give them a Satisfaction divinely calm, if they
fee Others fill the Stations they have held ; or in
the near Approach of Death, and Proipect of their
final Account to GoD the Judge of all. Be wife
now therefore, O ye Kings ; be inftructed ye Tudges
of the Earth: Serve the Lord, &c.

». Ir we confider the Dignity of this glorious
Perfon whom the Kingsand Fudges of the Earth

are comminded to [irve, there will appear the
higheft
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defeated. Whatever the wife Men after theElefh
may think, the Rules of Religion fteadily purfu’d

by thole entrufted with the publick Affairs of a

People, wiil be found to conduce more to the
trae Ends of Government than all the Maxims

-y

oi carnal Policy. 1 Sam, 23. 3,4. He that ruleth
ever Vien muf? be juf, rzzlz'zg in the Fear of God:
And be fhall be a5 the Lokt of the Morning, when
the S rifech, even @ viorning witheut Clouds ; as
th: tealer Grafs J/[./rmgmg out of the Earth by clear
foiniag efter Raiz. i e. The religious Ruler
wiil bz a creat common and extenfive Bleffing,
iike the Lmht and Rain cf Heaven.
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HiSsalfo the belk way to fecare and exal?
cir eiwn Charaier.  For, if a ferious and firi&
eg ¢ to Religion runs thro’ their Condu@, both
0 private and publick Life ; if they appear to aCt
i1 the Fear of God, and with a governing View
‘o tae Hsnour of Chrift, this will certainly make
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i 1 the Authority wherewith he is vefted
o a greater Awe, and more powerfully
Coailrains SJb::d isn and Obedience. So Fofbuz
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Perfons ; but alfo from the Acceptance which
their faithful Endeavours will find among the
Generality of their People. For as bad as the
World is, when the Righteous are in Authority, the Prov.29.z.
~ People rejoice. Common People, and even vici-
ous Peaple, are under fuch a Convi&ion of the Ex-
céllency of Virtue and Religion, that they can’t
but take Satisfaction when they {ee it exaglted to
great Dignity.

MOREOVER,

THIS is the moft likely way for them to be
effablify d and continued in their Authority, and to
have their publick Opportunities arid Advantages
lengthned out by that Gop in whofe hand their
Times are. For it ftands in the Book of Gob as
an Argument why theé King fhould above all
Things mindReligion, 7o the exdthat be may pre-
long hisDays in bis Kingdsm. Deut. 17.20. Agree-
ably ( asone obferves) we find in the Hiftory of
the Kings of Yudah, that generally the beftReigns

were the longeft, except when GOD fhortned
them for the Punifhment of the People, as Fofiabs.
Or, this will minifter pleafing RefleGtions to them,
and give them a Satisfaction divinely caim, if they
fee Others fill the Stations they have held ; or in
the near Approach of Death, and Profpect of their
final Account to GoD the Judge of‘ all.h Be wife
now therefore, O ye Kings ; be inftructed ye Fudges
of the Earth: Serve the Lord, &c.

5. Ir we confider the Dignity of this glorious
Perfon whom the Kingsand Fudges of the Eartb

are commanded to firoe, there will appear the
higheft
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higheft Reafon why they fhou’d obey the Com--
mand : He is the LORD ; the SON.

CHRIST is here {fpoken of both with Refpet to
his eternal Deity, and his Office of Mediator. He
is the Soz of GOD by eternal Generation ; and he
13 the Son of Man, i.e. God-man, Mediator: And
ail Men are bound to ferve him, not only on Ac-
csunt of his eternal Deity, but his Office as Me-

- diator. His Supremacy over the World, is a
Prerogative annex’d to his being Head of the
Church, ForGop hath now fer him at Fis own

Epbx-21yight Hand, far akove all Principality, and Power,
and Might, and Dominicn, and every Name that 15
azined, aot only in this World, but in that which 1
to com2 ; and hath put all things under bisFeet, and
gizen bim to be Head cver all Things to the Church,
which 75 bis Body. So'that he is Lord Paramount
of the whole Creation. He has a Title both by
Inkeritance and by Appointment. A natural and
celegated right. "A mataral one, as he is the true
iohn 1. 5.GOD, by whsm were all things made that are made ;
and a delegated one, as he is Mediator : So he is
invefted by the Father, who is the Fountain of
Power, with the fole Adminiftration of Govern-
ment, in the Kingdom of Providence as well as of
*_ Grace. Thus ke is the King of Kings, and Lord
Pial.72.330F Lords, the biefled and the omly Potentate : Alf
hirgs fball boww dewn before bim, and all Nations

Jhall ferze bim.

THE Title and Charaéter of Lord given to
Chriit in the Text, fuggefls to us thele following
Reafons why the Kings and Fudges of the Earths
Rulers cf ail Degrees, fhould ferwe him.

r. Hg
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1. HE isthe LORD, and fo their Authority
is deriv’d from bim. Itis fo with refpect to the

Conflitution of Governmen? 1t {elf : for Dominion
and Rule are his Appointment in the World ; the
Original of Power is from Heaven, as has been
fhewn already.--- And it is fo with refpect to the
Defignation of the Perfons cloathed with it. In
whatever Way, by whatever Means and Methods,
Men are advanc’d to their feveral Stations, the
Providence of the Lord Jefus Chrift is to be ac-
knowledg’d and ador'd therein. For hoth Riches ¢ Chron.
end Honour come of thee ; and in thy band 1t 1520 29 12.
make great, and togive frength unto all. We
many times fee ftrange and unexpected Turns,
and are furpriz’d at the fudden Difgrace of fome,”
and El evation of others: But we thould confider”™
that the mof Bigh ruleth in the Kingdom of Men,Dang. 12.
and giveth it to whomfoewer be will. Preferments
depend not on the Will of the Pesple when they
chufe, nor on the Will of the Prince when he
appoints ; but on the Will of Gop who has all
Heartsin his Hand. Thisis a agreat Truth re-
fpecting GoDp’s providential Government of the
World, which the Palmi} has inftructed us in,
Pl 75. 6, v. Promotion cometh neither from the
Eaft, nor from the Wef, nor from tre South ; but
God 15 theFudge : Hp putteth down one.S fetteth u»
another. When there areCandidates for an Elec-
tion 1nto a Polt of Government, and 2 Strrogle
among the Eleors, the King of the World -ﬁrs

Umpire, and in a powerful tho’ invifibleWay, de-
termines the matter, {o a3 to bring ahout his own

caf into th: Lap, but the whole difprfing thereof Pro.16.33

s of the Lord. This isa good Reafon why they
who
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who are in publick Stations Thou’d ferve Chrift in
then, becaufe He has plac’d them where they are,
Since of bim, and thro’ him, are all things, as the
Fountain and Cenveyance; all things fhou'd
Rom. 11.be fo Bim, as the ultimate End. So the Rivers pay

36. a conftant T'ribute to the Sea, whence they all
come.

2. HEgis the LORD, and fo their Authority
is dependant on bim. They are dependant on him
as to the Exercife of their Rule. He has not
given them an abfolute Power, but reftrain’d and
limited them by certain general Rules and Inftruc.
tions, to which they muft conform. The Glory
of his Supremacy he will not give to another ------

 And they are alfo dependant on him as to their
Continuance in their Autbority. 'They hold their
Places only during Pleafure. He thatgave them
their Commiffion, can revoke or fuperceed. it
whenever he pleafes.

IT wasan Inftance of the papal Pride and Arro-
oance, when the Pope after he had crown’d an
Emperor kneeling, immediately with his Foogt
kick’d off his Crown again,as an emblematical
Boaft of his Power to make and unmake Kings
at his Pleafure. But this is 2 Right which belongs
to, and is actually exercis’d by Chrift the Lord,

Rom. 9.5. Wwhois Gad ewer all blefled for ever : A Flower in
his Crown, who is Kizg of Kings, ard Lord ef Lords:
2. 21 He remsceth Kings, and f[etteth ap Kings. He cut-
~b.12 ; iy o . :
et off the Spirit of Prizcze, cnd is terrible to the
Kizzeof the Earth,

1
N Ca
L

- _.1-
u

-— r

P

el

Y ok

]t
P

Now



MmELECcTION SERMON, ¥

Now Dependence is always reckn’d a very good
Realon for Service and Obedience: When this 18
the Cafe, Duty and Interelt unite to ftrengthen,
the Obligation.

2, Heis the LORD, and {o their Power is in |
Subferviency andSubordination untoHis. They are Rom: (3
called bis Minifters. 'Whatever Power they have
it is but minifferial, and in order to Service, A
Servant entrufted by his Lord may have many
encouraging Priviledges and Advantages for
himfelf; yet the great End of his Employment
ana Advancement is his Mafters Service and Pro-
fit. The Honour and Power of Rulers do not
terminate in themfelves ; as if the Defign of GoD
in the Inftitution of Magiftracy, was ouly to gra-
tify a few particular Men, by raifing them above
the common Rank, and putting them into Au-
thority for their Perfons Sake, and only to make
them look great. No! His Endisthe Service that

is expected from them to GoD and Man, the
Church and the World : And the Dignity is af-

fix'd to the Perfon, as an Encouragement to, and
a neceflary Means of doing that Service. Their
Places and Offices are given them with Reference
to the Duty expeéted from them. And he is an
unworthy Servant who when his Mafter has put
him into an honourable Office, and given him
larce Encouragement to be faithfulin the Bufinefs
of it, only grows proud and infolent, and becomes
regardlefs of his Mafters Honour, and negligent
of his Service.

4. HE i3 the LORD, and fo they are accouns-
able to bim for their Condu@. Evary NMalier ex-
k Gects
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pects an Account from his Servants, what they
hava done in the Bufinefs he has employ d them
n; and will take a proper feafen to irquire into
Matt, 23, it Toe Lord of thcfe Servants cometh, and -will
reckon with them, for the Improvement of their
Power,Honour and [riluence, which wereTalents
committed to them to cccupy for Him.

RULERS, as well as others, muft appear before
the Judgment of Chrift ; to give an Account as
well of their publick a3 of their private Life. [

Rov 2n.12/20 the Dzad [mall and grest fland before Gog
And here {urely isa powerful Reafon why they
fhoa’d endeavour to acquit themfelves as goog
dtewazras of the manifold Grece of GOD, that o
when they muft give an Account of theirSteward-
in1p, they may doit with Foy aund not with Grief,
ana may efcape the Rebuke and Punithment of
the wicked and unfaithful Servant. This brings

mz2 to a third Motive and Argument in the Text,
waicl is taken from

3. THE bigh Difpleafure of Chriff, and the
‘ter Ruin confequent thereupon, which thofe
Rulers who refufe to comply with this Counfel,
wiil bring upon themfelves. Be wife aow there.
fore, O y2 Einzs ; be mﬂmﬁed ye Fudges of tke

2ris: Serve the Lord ; Kifs tbe Son; leff He be
3G :,..V, and ye PERISH from the Way, when his
Flraiio1s kindied but @ little.

L/
-
;4

hasjealoui‘y as well as Love ;

A

J 2
et as weil a3 Compafiion and Grace, And
if
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.f He be angry, who is the Mediator between GOD
and Man, what will become of us ? who then

will interceed for us witha Gob already cfiended?

« CHRIST is call’d the Lamb; yet he is #he p . ‘. 5.
Lion of the Tribe of Judah: and the Wrath of
this King, of this King of Kings, 75 a5 the roaring
of @ Lionyand eno’ to make the ftouteft Heart to
tremble.

A Zittle of his Wrath iseno’ to be the Deftruc.
tion of the Sinner. Lef ye perifh in the way, 1n
the Courfe of your Sin and Rebellion againit him,
when bis Wrath is kindled but @ little. How then

can the proudeft Sinner Ttand before his flaming
Wrath, when his Jealoufie burns like Fire.

THE Kings and Judges of the Earth muft not
think themfelves above the Refentment of Chrift
or too big for him to deal with. He will be
angry with them as foon as with others; and they
will be as little able to ftand before his Indignation.
W hatever Prerogatives they may lay claim to
here, they will be of no Service to them in the

Day of Death, and the Day of Judgment. Tophef p,
5 ordain’ d of old, for the King it is prepared, that
will not fubmit to this King of Kings, and become
his Servant.

3033,

NAY, he will get himfelf more Honour upon
thefe, in the Execution of his righteous Difpleafure
againft them, if they refufe to honour him now :
For in Proportion to the Talents which Men have
negleCted or mifimprov’d in thisW orld,will be the
Degrees of Wrath infliGted on them in the next.
And {o wefind theKings of theEarth,and the greas

| Mo
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Men are the foremoft of thofe who in the great
Day of the Wrath of the Lamb, will run ¢0 the
Racks and Mourtains for Shelter, as if his Face car-
ried more of Difplezfure in it towards 2hem. Let
the Rulers of the World then be fo wile as to
sive their Power to the Lord Jefus Chrift, that
they may not fall under hisDifpleafure; thatthey

11y be zzwszmz‘e[l worthy to efcape all thefe things

Tate 21. which fbail come to pafs, and to fand before the Som
30. of M—m This Counnfel in our Text is inforc’d by

one more Argument, which we may not quite pais
CYCr a..-d this is

4. THE Happisefs of thisSubmiffion : BLESSED
re ellthey thet put their truff in bim. That thus
Szlmir to him as their Sovereign, and put their

sl

Truf in him as their Savicar.

YWHILE his Wrath burns againft others, his
Fzce will thine upon #befe. While his Appear-

ﬂ

znce firikes others into killing Terrora, it will fill

¥ F
b

tnefe with warmelt Tranfports of joy. Inftead of

i that dreadful Order, Take the wicked and unpre-

. Jjitable Servant, and caff bim into cuier Darknefs,
Wwii

T
they i hear that applauding commendation,
:. T2l dore good and faithful Servant ; and be bid

to enter inte the Foy of their Lord.

ox fubsrdincte Rulers who have well hil'd
their Mavwer ?Eac 3, will have 1t fald to them,
' r

23- Ve mzie ile Fuaier ¢ucr “..fz.f.:,r tlimg.r.

i the Kiszs of the Earth who religioully
end cduotifally calt their Crowns at the Feet of
Cnrit will have a weiguter, brighter, and more

durable
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durable one than that which they wore here, fet
upon their Heads; the heavenly Crown of Glory
and Life, of which they will never be depriv'd.

IN a word,

ALL they whohave rul'd for Chrift, in their
feveral Orders of Government, fhall at the Con.
fummation of all Things, reign with Him for ever
and ever ; fet down with him on his Throne, even
as he is fet down with his Father on his Throne.
An Honour and Bleflednefs this, ineffable, incon-
ceiveable! What an Incentive is this to-the Men
of Ambition, that feek and court Honour ! Bat,
Oh ! where is the Faith of it? ---- The Thing 13

future and invifible, therefore few believe it, and
{feek after it, tho’ it be not the lefs real and certain.

THus I have difcours’'d upon the Text in the

feveral Divifions of it; and muift haften to bring
Home what has been faid in a diftin¢t Application

to the two Divificns, of Rulers and Ruled, which
take in this whole Afiembly.

AXND,

1. OQuR homoured Rulers, of every Degree and
Order in the Government, are taught what their

Duty to Chrift is, and what are His jult Expeéta-

tions from them, Since he is the fupream Lord,
and the Fountain of Power: Since the Inftitution
of Government is from Him, and your own De-

fignation to your feveral Trufts and Offices is by
him : Since you are employ’d in Subordination to
him, and with a View to the fameDefign for which
he has receiv’d all power in Heaven and Earth :
ince you depend upon him, who is Lord 2oth of

vhe
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the Dead and Living, for the Continuance of your
Lives and publick Advantages: Since you are
zccountable to him, and muft very quickly ren-
der up your Account: And fince you will then,
according as you acquit your {elves now, either fall
under his terrible Difpleafure which is worfe than
Death, or receive the diftinguithing Marks of hig
Favour, which is better than Life in all the Ho-
nours or Injoymeants of it: Since it is thus,I fay,
Daty, Gratitude and Intereft confpire, all theRules
of Juftice, Decency and Honour unite, to oblige

you fo act in your particular Pofts and Stations
according to his Will, and for his Glory.

BUT it may be this Meffage of Heaven may the
more awaken your thinking and a&tive Powers,
and come with a greater Force and Weight upon
you, if it be more particularly applied.

YW HEREFORE,

1. In the firlt place, let the Counfel of Hea-
ven which has been given, be acceptable to your
EXCELLENCY, to whom with a moft dutiful
Refpeét it is now addrefs’d.

AXD it is our great Pleafure and Happinefs this
Davy, that we can addrefs our Goversour in Chief, as
one who has openly chofen the LORD to ferve
him, and thatin thefTay of thefe Churches. Sufter

me e, SIR, to remind you, That you publickly
dev Ed veur feif to the Service of the exalted Son
cf GOD, when you had juft entred the World in
fuperiour outward Circumitancesand Advantages ;

nd it wasa grezt Fiealure fto yeur own and your
Father®

F—Q
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Fathers Friends, ard the Friends of Religion, then
to obferveit; from the Hopes it gave them that
Chrift and his People here would afterwards have
muchService from you, by theWill of Gop : And
doubtlefs you look upon your Covenant Obligati-
ons to be ftrengthn’d, by the Honours to which
Chriff in his Providence has fince advanc’d you.

A Servant of Fefus Chrift,isaCharatter which
Kingsand Gowvernours have no reafon to be atham’d
of ; a Title which they fhou’d be ambitious of :
For it will be found their trueft Honour, when all

_thé Glory of this World fhall vanifh like a Blaze
In Straw ; and will turn to their greateft Advant-

age, when all the Prerogatives they were peffeft
of here, will be forgotten and ufelefs.

'THE Honour of Chrift and his Intereft are very

much concern’d in your Excellency’s Condu@ and
Adminiftration. Religion is not in fucha State at
this Day, but it needs the Example of the greatelt
amongft us to render it more reputable and ho-
nourable. But while your Excellency is feen to
pay a folemn Regard to the Day of GOD, to at-
tend with Reverence and Devation upon his pub-
lick Worthip, and to live in the Pra&ice of thofe
private and publickVertues which adorn theChrif-
tian Charadter, zhis will go very far to prevent
its falling into farther Contempt and Negledt.

ESPECIALLY if together with this the Honours
of the Government, which are {o much at your
Excellency’s Difpofal, are conferr’d on true Piety,
afid not given in Courfe or out of Compliment.

I humbly conceive your Excellency cannot give a
better.

35
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better Sanciion and Security to the Religion that
remains amongft us, than by this wife Diftinétion
in your Commiffions ------ And here, I think we
thou’d be ungrateful to GOP and your Excellency,
if we did not acknowledge the Countenance and
Encouragement which the Religion of the Country

has receiv’'d, under your Excellency’s Adminiftra-
tion, from your Example and Authority both.

PROVIDENCE has plac’d your Excellency over a
People, who ftand in a fpecial Relation to Chrift,

and are a diftinguith’d Part of the Lot of bis Inhe-
ritance : And all your faithfulServices to 2hem, He
will accept as done toHim. For I truft we are {lill
belov’d for our Father’s Sake ; and for theSake of
a precious Number thro’ the Land, who are yet
jeitbful with the Saints.

THEY are alfo your own People ; and, as you
have been pleas'd to fay of them, Bone of yourbone,

and Flefb of your Flefh. And we may fuppofe the
Intenfenefs of your native Affection is encreas’d, by

the publick Relation in which you have fo long
{tcod to them.

AND fuffer me to fay, Sir, the diftrefsd State
of this People at this Day, loudly calls for your
paternal Compaffions, your wife Councils, and beft
Endeavours for theirRelief. Their Cafe refembles
that of the Fewsin the Time of Nehemieh; and

itke them they look to their Gezeracer for HEIP
and Redrefs,
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IT may be many think it is more in your Excell-
ency’s Power to gratifie and eafe them, than it

really is ; and do not eno’ confider the Reftrictions
you are under.

i

BuT you will at leaft difcover your Tendernefs
for them in your Speeches from the Chair, and
Reprefentations of their Scate to the Government
at Home ; and evea cecome an Iﬂre}‘cqﬂar for
them, as in your Wifdom you judge you can ferve
them : This cannot fail to engagethem to you
more and more in Duty and Affedtion.

IF now I have gone too far in what I have faids

I muft rely on your condefcending Goodnefs to
forgive me. The Searcher of Hearts knows it

proceeds, as from an ardent AffeGion to my dear
Country, {o from a fincere perfonal Regard to your
Excellency, and an unfeigned Defire that your

Excellency may long fit eafy in the Chair of Go-

vernment, and this People fit with Delight under
your Shadow.

Your Power, Honour and Influerice employ’d

LI

for Chrift and for his People, ¢bis, SIR, will be a
Crown which no Man can take from you: This
will give you undifturb’d Serenity in a Recefs
from the Cares and Burthens of Government, and
caufe the Bleflings of an obliged People to follow
you into Retirement ; or it will brighten theShadeg
of Death to you, and carry you from the Chair of
Government, to the Sepulchre of your Fathers,
with the publick Praifes and Lamentations ; and
will finally give you a bleffed Partin the noble
Triumphs of the Saints of the moft high, in the

Fooo Fulfilmeng

14
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Fulfilment of that Word of our Saviour, If any

oht 12. Man ferve me, let Bim follcw me: And where I am

25 there [ball alfo my Sercant be. If any Man frve
me, bimwill my Father honour.

2. LET this word of God be in the next Place
23dreivd, with all Decency to the honourable
bis MajeEsTyYs CouNcIiL, and the
honourable Houfe of REPRESENTATIVES, thisDay
:n General Court Affembled. TheDemand of the
I_ing of Heaven from you @/ is, That you {erve

) N

Him,and thew your felves faithful to his Interefts,
in your {feveral publick Capacities, and this upon
Pain of his higheft Difpleafure.

AND here I would firlt of all apply my felf to
vou, as having the Power of Elefion to be exer-
cid this Day. Herein you are entrufted witha
fingular Opportunity to ferve Chrift and this Pec-
ple : And He that fandeth in the Congregation of
the mighty critically infpe&s you in, and will call
you to a firié Account for the Management of

IhiS DZ}"}S VV ork.

[T is an Affair of no fmall Importance you are
to tranact this Afternoon ; to el his Majefly's
Couacil for the Province: Thefe, in the Frame of
sar Government, do, as it were, {land between the
King and the People, both of which do in a Sort

meet in thzm ; and while they are to guard the
Prerigative of the one,theyare to preferve thePri-
i/:ge of the other : They are one Branch of the
Feoiflatyre, and beara diftinctPart in the framing
na&ing cf our Laws: Without theirConfent
sic Civdl Officers can beappointed intheProvince ;

and
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and the College, in which the Churches thro’ the
Land are fo deeply concern’d, falls in Part under
their Infpection and Government. Thefe Things
render it 2 Matter of no finall Moment, who that
Board confifts of from Time to Time. And tho’
they are chofen but for a Year, great may be the
Bzanefit or Detriment of fuch a Choice; for inone
Year are often laid #he Foundations of many Genera..
Z1o%s.

Let the Importance then of this Days Work
lie with a due Weight upon the Mind of every
one concern’d ; and let none alt in {o weighty an
Aftair with a #riffing, a partial, or a party Spirit.
Let me tell you, Gentlemen, your Votes are not
yout own ; you vote for Chrif and for his People ;
and therefore muft look to the Qualifications of
thofe you vote for. You know the Rules of
Ele&ion into Pofts of Government preferib’d ia
the Oracles of Gop : Confider them, and a&t un-
der theDiretion and Awe of them. The Advice
of Mofes and Fethro are indeed theCharge of GOD
to EleCtors fromTime toTime. Deut. 1. 13. Take
ye wife men, end underfanding, and known among
your Tribes. Yxod 18 2r1. Thou [bhalt provide out
of all the people, able men, fuch as fear God, men
of truth, bating covetoufnefs, and place fuch to be
Rulers. Men of a general Character for Capacity,
Inteprity, publick Spiritednefs, andPiety. Men of
aGenius for Government, and who underftand the
civil and religious Interefts of their Pecple: Zrue
Men, that will a¢t wupon Principle, and not be
daunted by Frowns nor Clamours: Men not go-
vern’d by narrow and felfeth Views, but that can
generoufly facrifice their private Intereft to that

F 2 ef
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of the publick, when they ftand in Competition:
And Men that appear to a&t in the Fear of GobD
in their private Life ; for only fuch will a& for his
Glory in a publick Station ; and they are the moft

likely to be fayour'd with the divine Prefence

(T were {ad indeed, if among our Tribes, in
tne {everal Parts of our Land, there could not be
found Perions of thefe Charaers, eno’ to fill
every deat a: the Council Table. Your Bufinefs
18 to lock for them---- And may He who fits in
¢oe Heavens, and prefides over the Affairs of the
Children of Men, lead you in your Choice, to his
own Giory, and the Advantage of this People ;
and therein give us a happy Token that He is

il in the Midft of us!

W HEX the Eleftion of this Day is over, the
three Parisof the Legiflature will come toad in
their fegifazive Cepacity : and they that give

I aw toothers, mult confider themfelves as under
sie Law to Coriff.

VasT is the Truft committed to you in this
Capacity : The Vertue and Religion, the Liberties
and Priviledges, the Trade and Riches, the Pro-
tection and Defence of this People, are very much
in yoar Hands. And you muft be entreated by
the Honoor you bear to Chrift, and your Allegi-
ance to Fzim, to ferve this his People in thefe and
! their Interefis, to the utmoft Reach of your
OWET.

at
Y

AN
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AND Ifuppofe never did the State of thisPeople
call for more confummate Wifdom, tender Com-
paffion, inviolable Fidelity, and unceafing Sollici-
tude for their Welfare, from their Fathers in the
Government, than at this Day.

AN empty Treafury, a defenc elefs Country, and
embarrafsd Trade, are indeed melancholy Things.
How to fupply the one, fortify the other, and
relieve the third, will to be fure be the Matters of
your Attention. But here you expect no Advice
from the Puipir. Andindeed the Wifdom of the
wife feemsto fail them, and humane Contrivance
to be at a mon plus. But when we know not what

to do, our Eyes fhow’'d be unto the Lord: For he
has {aid, Counfel is mine, and found wifdom : 1leadProv.8.14.

in theWay of Righteoufnefs, in theMidf of thePaths 20
of Fudgment. And innumerable Ways are open
to bis View, when all are fhut up to ours.

AMIDST thefe Cares which will now prefs upon
you, you will not forget that you are the Guardi-

ans of Religion ; but will do what you can to
maintain the the Kingdom of Chrift among us, in
its Light, Purity and Glory. It is for the Sake
of the Church that the World fiands, and Chrift
1s Head over all Things for the Church: Therefore

they that rule by Him thou'd employ their Care
and Power for bzt in the firft and chief Place.

So the Princes of [frazel,in their March tho’ the
Wildernefs, pitched their Standard, at the Com- Num.2.2.
mandment of God, about the Tabernacle of the Con-
gregation to fecure it, You will therefore think
it your Duty to ftrengthen the Hands, and en-
courage the Hearts of the faithful Minifter,
of Chrift ; and do your Part that there may be ,

Succeflion
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Succeffion of fuch in Times to come, by fupport.
ing the Means of Education, and cherifthing the
Colleze from whence the Churches look for their
Supply : Your generous Smiles on that Seciety we
thankfully acknowledge as an Inftance of your

juft Care that Religion and Learning may {till
‘tlourith amongft us.

WHETHER any new Lzws need to be bro’t
forward, for the fupprefling our growing Immg-
ralities, You, Gentlemen, who livein the feveral
Parts of our Land,can beft judge. But what will
the beft Laws fignify without a vigorous Execu-
tion ¢ Let me therefore in the next Place apply
my felf,

3. 'Tothe Executive Part of the Government

over us ; the Honourable Fudges of our Courts,
and Fuficesin our feveral Countys. Permit me
to f2y to yourHemours, You are Chrift’s Officers and
Miniffers, and muft a&t for Him in that Part of
Government which his Providence has affign’d
yCu.

LET your Courts therefore be always open’d in
ZisName : 1 mean that you pay Him your publick
Homage, and adore him as the {upream K#7g,Law-
giver and Fudge, by folemn and open Prayer.
Thisiz done, I fuppofe, in our feveral Courts of
Taftice thro’ the Land : And I think that all the

| Ef;’ﬁcers of the Court, and thofe who haveBufinefs
at it, fhould be order’d reverently to attend ------
Reaalife his Prefence, Prefidency and Infpection,
and 2& under theAwe and Influence thereof : For
e \"andeth in the Congregation of the mighty, and
‘judogib among tke Gsds, --- In difpencing public
| Juftice

I‘;Zf:li- ~2.1



AELECTION SERMON. 432

fuftice endeavour a Conformity to His Adminiftra-

tion, For the Scepire of bis Kingdom is @ right Iéfal% 45.
Sceptre . He loveth Righicoufnefs, and bateth In- S
iquity.

IN c¢ivil Caufes let there be fhewn the moft
fteady Impartiality, and unreproachable Integrity.
The Charge which King Fehofbaphat gave to
his Judges, is the Charge of theKing of Heaven to
youy Take beed what you do 5 for ye judge mot for IZ %hmn'
Man, but for tke Lord, who is with you in theudg- 2T
ment : Wherefore let the Fear of the Lord be upon
you: For there is no Iniquity with the Lord our God,
nor Refpec? of Per(ons, nor taking of Gifts. ---- And
in criminal Cafes, let the Edge of the Law be

tharpned in Proportion to the Nature of theCrime,
and the Boldnefs of the Tranfgreflor. W hile you

fit on the Seat of Judgment, Sinners fhould be-
hold yourFace as theFace of God,which is fet againft
them that do wickedly: And the Day of A[fize
fhould be a little Image of that Day, when the
Lord will come #0 judge the Warld in Righteoufnefss
and the People with bis Truth; and fhall render
Indignation and Wrath, Tribuiation and Anguifbs
to every Soul of Man that doth Evil. The Judge
on the Bench fhould be worthv of that Commen-
dation, which Chrift gave to the Angel of the

Church of Ephefus, Tknow thy Werks : How thou Rev. 22,
canfy nor bear them which are evil.

Byt as the wife Conftitution of surGovernment
has put the Execution of our Laws very much in-
to the Hands of a fingle Magifirate, o1 would
apply my felf here to thofe who are'in the Com-

mi(fein of the Peace thro' the Province. v
oy
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You, Gentlemen, may do much in your fingle
Capacity, to reftrain the Sons of Wickednefs; to
ftop the Mouths of profane Swearers and Curfers ;
to prevent Sabbath-breaking, Drunkennefs and
Idlenefs; and to break up fuch Houfes as are
Places of Debauchery, and Cages of unclean Birds.

‘Courts can take Notice only of what is prefented
to them ; but yoz can fearch ost Iniquity, and fol-
low it inte its hiding Places. And let me befeech
you for Chrift’s Sake, and c#arge you in his Name,
to arife and exert your felves. For, is there not
Occafion ? Is not the prefent Generation loofe and
diffolute in Manners 2 Does not Iniquity come in
upon uslike a Flood? And Vice almoit ride tri-
umphant? Will you then let the Sword of Juf-
tice rzff in your Hands ? Shall our good Laws
provea dead Letter, and lie by as walte Paper,
only for want of a vigorousExecution ¢ And fhall
the Enemies of Gop and Godlinefs, find Security
under Chriffian Magiffrates t ----- Certainly they
who receive fuch an important Truft as the Ex-
ecation of our Laws, and accept of the Honour
attending the Title of Magiftrates, fhould be faith-
full in the Difcharge of their Office.

THANKS be to Gop! We are blefs'd under
the prefent Adminiftration with a Number of fuch
Magiftrates. And the Zeal of fome of them in
this Tews is truly laudable, and has hada vifible
sood Effect «----- Go on, Gentlemen, with new Re-
{olution and Vigour, in your pious kndeavours
for the legal Suppreffion of feandalous Wicked-
nefe. Defpife the little Flirts of fime, and fear not
the tig Looks of amy. Still fay to the foolifl,

pay .. Dealnit falifbly 5 and tothe wickedy, Lift not up
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You have the Law on your Side. Our Gover-
soer has lately call'd upon and charg’d you in
a feafonable Proclamation. Gaod People do blefs
you.. And GOD will accept and reward you! So
Febofbaphat encourag’d the Minifters of Juftice
under his Government, to a refolute Difcharge of -
their Duty ; Dzal courageonfly, and the Lord will > Chron,
be with the good. o I

Il. ITis now Time for me to halten to apply
my felf to the Body of the People, thefe who.are

enly in a private Capacity, and fall into the Di-
vifiors of the Ruled.

AND here I can be fpar'd only a few fhort
Hints.

LET me exhort you then to Thankfulnefs, that
you live under Chrifian Magiffrates, who are 2
Terror not to gosd Works, but te the Evib; and
who countenance Religion by their Example as
well as Authority. To ufe the Words of an emi-
nent Perfon of our QOrder on this Occafion many
Years ago, T ¢ Is it not a valuable Bleffing, that
“ we don’t fee fuch Madnefs and Folly fet in
* great Dignity over us, which would make Vice
‘“ reputable ! That we don’t fee the firff Chair
“ of Government, the Council Table, and Seats of
“ Fudgmeznt, lI'd with Men of infameus Lufls,
“ whole Lives are the lalt Defiance to 2l that is
““ facred and divine, to Religion, common Henelly

+  The late Rev, My, Prisazrron, in hic Ble@ion

| J Jh, W W, Y

Sermon.
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¢ and Sobriety ; openly wallowing in the grefielt
« Pollutions of Senfuality ? Gught not this to be
« efteem’d a Favour of Heaven, which challenges
¢ a Tribute of Gratitude and Praife. ” For the
Lives of fuch Rulers would give a dandion 10

‘ickednefs ; and what 2 Torrent of it would
then btreak in upon us, and bear away all Oppo-
fision before it? It isan ancient Obfervation, and
will always be found true, The Wicked walk on
Pel. 12.8.€Very Side, when the vilefp Men are exalted.

LET me alfo exhort you to rewerence Govern-
mest as an Inflitution of GOD, and to treat Ma-
giftrates as Chrift’s Minifters: And fince the He-
mnour of Chrift, as well a5 the publick Weal; 18 {o
much concern’d in their Adminiftration, make
Conicience of praying for them, conftantly and
fervently. ------ And allo to be affiffing 1 your
feveral Stations to the Magiftrate, that fo the
great and good Ends of civil Government may be
attained.

FINALLY,

I am to demand Szbjefion and Obedience o
the LorD JEsus CHRIST, from every one of you
ell. if Kings and Fudges of the Earth, are to kifs
the Son of Gop, and ferve the Lord with Fear,
Common People cannot be excugd.  Chrift is your
rizhiful Sovereion: But does he reign in your
Hearts, and in youar Lives? Are none of yo# in
a foreign Service ? He that hath your Obedience,
the fame isyour Lord and King. Towhomye yield

Rom.6.16 your [eloes Servanis to obey, bis Servants ye arero
whiis ye obey. To whom then do you yield the
moft chearful asd conftant Obediencg? To the

| ) Commands
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Commands of Chrift, or the Solicitations of Satan,

and your own Lufts? ---- The works of the Flefb
gre manifeft, which are thefe, Drunkennefs, Un-

cleannefs, Swearing, Sabbath-breaking, Wrath,
~ Hatred, Variance, &c. How many by living in thefe

Sins, and alfo in the Neglect of thefe holy fpiritual
Duties of Religion which Chrift requires, trample
upon his Authority, and declare They will

not bave thisMan to reign over them? Thisis the

Language of Sinners, Let us break thofe Bands
efunder which bind us to Chrift, and cef eway
bis Cords frem as ! ---- But will You, O Sinner!
perfift in this Rebellion ? If you do fo butalittle
longer, it will iffue in your utter Ruin, and his
Power and Righteoufnefs will raife Satisfadtion
and Glory to themfelves from your deferved
eternal Deftru@tion. Luke 1g. 27. But thofe
mine Enemies, that would not that I [bould reign
over them, bring hither, and flay them before me.

HEeaRr then the Counfel of Heaven, and obey
the Command of the Gofpel this Day ; every one

of you without Exception. Kifs the Son, with a

Kifs of Loyalty and Subjeiion ; and henceforth

{erve in Holinefs and Righteoufnefs before him
all the Days of your Life : For he isthe Author
of eternal Salvation,only to them that chey bim. ---
Kifs the Son with a Kifs of Affedion: For if auy
Man love not the Lord fefus Chrift, let him be

Anatbema, Maran-atha ! --- Kifs bim in Token of

Truff and Dependance: For there is Salvation in
#0 other, nor any other Name given under Heayen,
whereby Men can be faved. - This is the qaly
Way of Safety and Bleflednefs : - For his faithful

Subjedts fhall be preferr'd and rewarded, when he

vil

Heb. 5. g.

1 Cor. 16.
22.

Aé. 4.12.
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wiil t{kc Vengeance on his Adverfaries, and ren-
der W rath to his Enemies.

8UT I muft break off -----: And I know not
how to conclude better than with repeating the

folemn Words of my Text, as addrefs'd to the

whole Affembly. Be wife now therefore, O yeRulers
of all Degrees : Be inffruifed all ye People, high
and low, rich and poor together. Serve the
LORD witbFcar, and rejoyce withTrembling : Kifs
tke SON, leaff He be angry, and ye perifp from
the I¥ay, when his Wrath is kindled but alittie:
Blefled are @il they that put their Truff in Him!
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The EnD.
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Pzge 5. 1. 5th from the Bottom, read ¢omeded,
P. 11. L. 8. for curious read various,

P. 9. After Judgment add Seat,
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| =y | 2 . .
will ake Vengeance on his Adverfaries, and ren-
der W rath to his Enemies.

BUT I muft break off -----: And I know not
how to conclude better than with repeating the

folemn Words of my Text, as addres’d to the

waole Aflerbly.  Be wife now therefore, O yeRulers
of all Degrees : Be inffruifed all ye People, high
and low, rich and poor together. Serve #he
LORD withFcar, and rejoyce withTrembling : Kifs
tke SON, leaff He be angry, and ye perifh from
tbe Fiay, when bis Wrath is kindled but a little :

Bleflod are ail they that put their Truff in Him!
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Page 5. 1. sthfrom the Bottom, read ¢onreded,
. 11. 1. 8. for curious read CATIONS,s
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