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8'Sam, 33, 3.

‘[be God of Ifraci [aid, the Rock of va’ il @}xkﬁtom, He that
yuleth over menmuf} be puft, twlmg in the. fear of God,
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AR Hele words may be confidered two wayes; 1. As hold-
R 3 ing forth a Prophecy of the Kingdom of the Mediah,
iy w ho is the Mediator, Surety, and Head of the Cove-

N

VAl nant of Grace, for his People. In which Covenant Da-
M4 vid comforted himfelf wflatever decayes fhould befall
him, or his houfe in after-times, 3. As holding fortt
MOSRE a Rule for the choice and ordering of Rulers over men.
According to this« nfideration of the words, 1 purpofe to handle them
at ch's time, as beit fuiting with the prefent occation. "Aad fo the words
hold forth a Rule of Wifdom, whereunto the Lord teacheth his People
to apply their hearts, in fetling Civi! Government according to God’s Or-
dinance, fo as they may expect the prefence and blefling of God, through
efus Chrift with them, and upon the Commonwealch. -

- 1 thall fum upall in one Doétrinal Conclufion, which thall be this ;

- That it 16 the Ordinance of God, in reference to Civil Government sn
| Commonwealths, that (ome wen orderlychofen [howtd rule over ather
men ;. and in refevence tothe gualificasjon of Rulers,sbat they be juf},
ruling inthe fear of God. . - ,

Which is twofold, 1. Concerning the thing 5 thar fome men fhonld
rwle ever others. 2. Concerning the qualification of the perfons that are
toules that they be yufl, rwling n the fear of Ged. Iuthis way of his
Ordinance you fee, 1n my Text, both thefe are joyned together, and noted
as: the Ordimance of God, in the Trinity of Perfons , God the Facher
faid it, whoiscallcd the god of I[raed, by vertue of his gracious Covee
nant with them : ahd God the Son foake it, who is &iled, rthe Roack, of
Ifras!, for that ticleds afcribed to Chritt the Mediator, and fecond Perfon s , ~
For they drank of the Spiritual Reck shat follewed thiom, and the Rock was . .
Chrift, , Az And %




And they both fpake it to Daéid‘byl the third Perfon, the Holy Spirit,
who-fpake by Dewsdy ver; 2. But I thall handle them feverally. .

1. The firft, that in reference to Civil Order in the Commonweal,
God hath ordainedy That fme.nren; orderly ehofen,- fhould rule over
other men, ¢ SISTUoTNILE o TE BN |

It is not my purpole to difoonxle of the feveral Forms of Government,
Monarchical, Ariffocratical, @1vd Democyaiical, nor totrouble you with
the divers readingsof che wosds, according.to the Original, being con-
tent to handle themrastiey ave xpanflated; and read. ia all your Bibles.
| From whence the Do&rine is colletted. -And the firft ching to be pro-
| VCd, iS, .

- " That Power of Civil Rule, by men orderly chofen, % Gods Ordinance.
‘ ~ For, : . | | ..

1- Itis fromthe Light and Law of Nature, and the Law of Nature
» God’s Law. . .

- 2, The oxderly ruling of men "over men, in general, is from God, in
its root, though vo! natary in the manner of coalelcing : It being fuppofed
" thar men be combined in Family-Society, it is neceffary that they be
. joyned -ina Civil-Society 5 that union being made, the power of Civil-
| Government, and of making Laws, followeth naturally, though the man--
ner of union, in a Political Body, isvoluntary, That we defend*our:
felves from violence and wrong, is a confequent of pure Nature : bur that
we do it by devolving our Power into thcqhands ot Civil Rulers,this feems.
to be rather pofitively moral, than natural.

3. Becaullz this fpecial Form of Civil Government of Commonweales,
,by men orderly chofen, thc,Scrijturc afcribes unto God 3 and alfo Civil

Government, adminiftred by Judges and Magiftrates, as Chrift fpake con-
- eerning Pilate, Joh.19.X1. Fefws anfwered, Thow couldst bave no power
at all againft me, except 1t were given thee from above : and they are faid
to jwdge not for man, but for the Lord, 2 Chron.19,6, ‘hence they are
called Gods, Pfal.82.6,7. as appointed by him, according to Chrift’s ex-
pofition of thofe words, Fok.10.35. If be calleth them Gods, untowhons
the Word of God was gives. Sce what the Wifdom of Ged,, which is Jefus
- Chrift, faich in Prov.8.15,16. Byme Kingsreignyand Princes decree ju-

ce.’ | ~ o
" Objet. In x Pet.2. 13,14. Civil Government by Civil Rulers: is called
a humane Ordinance, &ypaniys iess, o '
"+ Anfw. Notto fhew that it is 2 meer humane invention, and no.Qrdi-
nanceof God : for that is contradiétory to ‘Rem, 33,1, The Powers. that

be, arvordained of Godo ver2, and kethatrefiferh, refiberh the Qrdinan. e
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of God. Butitis focalled, ¥. Becaufe men are the fubjet recipicnt of
this Power. So the Syriack exprefleth it, Leculbum binai aufbe, Obey
all fons of men that are m Authority, 2. Becaufe the Choice hercunto
is from God by meny. Dewt.x. 53, Bring yow men of Wifdows,and of Under-
flanding, and known among yonur Tribesy and I will make them Rulers oyer
you. 3. Becaufe humane Concernments are the propet objeés of i, Jf 1Cor.6.4
shen ye have judgment s o f‘n’oixf: pertaining to this life, [et thems mp which
are leaft eficemed inthe Churcbes. 4. Becaufe the good of humane So-
cieties istheend of it, - Therefore Durawdms, in his Book, De Orsgine
Furis, faith well, Civil Power, according to God's Inftitution is of (sod,
and according to its acquilition and ufe, itis of man, And whereas Pyser
extends this fubjeétion to two fortsof objects 3 to the King as Supream,
~ and to other Governors as fent by him, for the punifhment of evil doers,
and for the praife cf thcm that do well ; He therefose eftablifhech the
Ruling Power over men inall forts of Magiftrates, who may be faid, po
be fent by the King, eicher immediate (as forae are fent by exprefls de/igna
" tion of the Perfon tofuch an office ) or mediately, by his Royal € hagrer:
given to Corporations, tochoofe from among themfelves, fucha they 2.
count fic fox fuch a truft.  This is our cafe, who haveby Pate 4¢ from.the
King, liberty and power to chule a Governous, and Depur ,.Governou,
and a limitced Number of Affiftants, invefed with Magif* sacical Authoo.
rity over the People. My Text faith, He that Ruleth ove ¢+ men,, whether
as Supream or Subordinate, as being fent by him upon t'ngPeoples choice,
muft be juft, ruling inthe fear of the Lord : Theref ore we muft diftine
guifh between Family-Rulers, and Commonweal i Rulers : Fémjly--
Rulers, vsz. Husbands and Parents, are the Ordir,ance of God, withouc
defignation of the Pexrfons thereunto, by Comiffion from the King,. or
- Ele€tion of the People: but it is notfo witli Rulers.of the Comn:onr
wealth: For the dcffgnationof thele, oz thoje, to be Civil Rulers, lea-
ving out others, is from God, b{ the Peoples free Choice, at lealt by the
Suflrages of the major part of them, wherein che reft muft acquiefee.:
This Power of Rulers of the Common-wealth. is derived fiom the Pe. p-es
free Choice (theretore it is faid in the Doctrine, being orderly chofen) sor
'%:qucrof Government, is originally. in the People, and chat Thiee
Wayes : - | .
1. Radically and vertually ,as in the firft Subje&.. For thefe Reafons,
3. Becaufe, if living Creatures have radically in them a.power of felf-
prefervation, to defend themitlves from violsnce and wyongs ; mea uniced
in Societies, being reafonable Creatures, muf have that POWCE 11,2 more
reafonable and honourable way, to.put this power into the hands.of Civil

Rulers 3

"~
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Rulers 3 nor doth a Community, in chufing Civil Rulers, furzender fo
much their right and liberty to their Rulers, as their Power, both Aétive -
to do, and Palfive to {uffer unjuft violence, fo as the People fhall ot have
Moral Power to do, oravenge injuries, proprio marte, without punifh.
ment, 2. Becaufe, if men Unired in a Civil Society, may give Magie
ftratical Power to fuch and fuch, leaving opt others§ ( then this Power
was in this uniec ' Society 3 but 1t was not in theém fermally (for then all
fhould be Rulers) theregxe this Power was in them only virt#ally 5 for
Nemo dat quad now habet, None can give that which they have not eicher
fotmally, or vittually in themfelves, |
2, Communicatively, By way of free Donation ; the People giving
¢o this or that man, and not to others, the Ruling Power over them. For,
1. Inregular attings of the creature, God is the firft Agenr;there are not
two feveral and diftin€t a&tings, one of God, another of the People : br:t
-inone and the fame attion, God, by the Peoples fuftrages, makes {fuch an
-one Governour, or Magiftrate, and not another. 2. God regulateth his
-People exercifing their Pawer, in chufing fuch and {uch; and not othess;
-t0 Rule over them 5 therefore they have Power from God's Ordinanteta
‘doic s for none can rezilate a Non Ens, nor will God by his Word re-
-gulate unwarranrabls aétions, as he doth thus,  Exod 18.2Y. Morgover,
‘provide thou among all Lbe Pevpic msn of conrage, fearing Gody men Healing
trulyy bating coveroufnefs ;- and appsint fuch over themy ¢o be Ralers over
shoufands, Rulers over hundreds. e, Deut. 1. 16, 17, o And { cbitrged
your Fudges, thar[ame time, [aing, Hear rhe Controverfies bitwveen your
Breshren, and judge vighteonfly berween every Man and bss Brother, and
the Stranger that 35 with bim ; y¢ [Ball bave no refpecl of perfons sn judg-
menty bwt [ball Bear the (mall as well g5 the great 5 ye (hall not fear the fuce
of man, for the judgement-is Gods, cic. .
3. Limitively ; For the People {o give Magiftratical Power unto fore,
as that {till they retain in chemfelves thele Three Acts, 1.Thac chey may
mealure out fo much Civil Power, as God in his Word alleweth to
themn, and no more, norlefs, 2, That they may fec bounds and banks
to the exercife of that Power, fo asit may not be exuberant, sbove the
Laws, and due Rights and Liberties of the People. 3. That thiey give
3t out conditionally, upon this or that condition’; fo as, if the condition
be violated, they may refume their power of chufing anaden. |
Thus you fee the firft part of God’s Ordinance, concetning Civil Rulke
and Government in Commonwealths, by fome orderly chofen chereunto,
The fecond part of God's Ordinance in'this matter, follow<.th, which .s
soncerning the qualifications of {uch Rulers over mzn. - T . |
2. l1hat




ay
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"2, That, as tothe qualiﬁcatigns et) Rulers over other men, it is God'
Ordinance, thatthey bs juf, ruling ix the fear of tie Lord.

1. They mwft be yuft. They are to be termed juil, in thé fenfe of this
Text, whofe wills are fanCtified and snelined by the Spizit of God, to per.
form to men whatfoever is due to them ascerding to the Rulas of ¢he
Word. 1. The principal and efficient hereof; is the fanétifying Spiries
therefore it is {aid, che fruit of the Spirtt 13 in all gotd nels and rightecui.
nefs, and truch. 2. The proper fubject recipient of this gift of Grace, is
the fanctified will, into which*it puts a bent and inclination unto righ-
teoufnefs. For the faculdics of. the Soul are not by nature bent to chat
which is good, but contrary ; Gem.4 . Bur unto Cain and bis Offering be
bad noregard, wherefore Cain was . _ceeding wrath, and bis conntenanse
felldown, There may be light in the underftanding, thewing what s
good, hut that which'inclineth co good muft be in the will, Rem, 7 18,
22, For to will s prefent with me, bst I fi-d no means 10 perform that which
% good : for Idelighs sn the Law of God concerming the saner-man. He is
truly juft; who a‘gtech juftly.our of love to Righreoufnefs ; unjuftmen
may do jufl actions, upon other motives, as Abfoloms pretended, 2 Sanm,
1¢§.4. Othas ['were made Tudge inshe Land, that every man which batbh
awy matter of Comtroverfic might come tome, that 1 might do bim right,
And che unjuft Judge acted in Luke x8. 4, 5. Thowgh [ neither fear God,
nor love man, yet becanfe this Widow troublech me, Iwill do ber right.
3. The effeCtof it is the performance of whatfoever is due to men.
Hence Children doing their duties to their Parents; is faid to be juft,
Epb.6.x. Children obey your Pavents in the Lovd, for 1his s right. - And
of Servants to their Mafters is {aid to be juft and equal, Col.4.1. And all
things due to men are performed by living righteoufly, 7it. 2, 2.
‘Teaching us, that denying ungodline(s and worldly lufts, we thould live
foberly, righteoufly, and godly in this prefent world. 4. The Rule i,
not mans corrupt Reafons and Aftections, but the Scripture. Mich, 6. 8,
He bash foewed thee, O wan, what is good 5 and what doth the Lord re-
guire of thee but to do Tuflsce, and Fudgment, and to walk bumbly wirk thy
Ged. 2Tim.3.16. ABScripture és grven Ly infpiration from God, and s
profitable for Doitrine, for Reproof, for Correltion, for Infiruction in Righ-
seow[nefs.

Epb.s.9.

Thus Rulers over men muft be juft, 1.1in their perfonal Converfation,

elfe that may be apzlyed to them 1n Rom, 2. 1,3, Thereforethow art snex-
cnfable, O many whofosver thow art that condemneft, for in thas thew con-
deroneSt another thow condemnaft thy [elf, for thos that condemurf} doit the

fame things ; -und thinkest thow this, O man, shas cosdemneft sbems vbio;l:




Deut.1.
.16317,

(38
o fuchthings, and doft the fame t/bing:,)tb:et thow (halt efcape the jadgment
of God? 2, In thar adminiftration of Juftice and Judgment towards
all men impartiaily, and promifed, Pfal. 72.2. Then (ball be judge thy
People sn righteoufnefs, and thy Poor with equity.  This God required,
Exvd.18.2x, Mircover, provide thow among aB the People, men of courage,
fearing God ,men deal, ng iruly,hating coveroufne(s &c. And Fob prathifed,
Job.29.14.and Sammel pleaded, when the People would alter the frame
of Civil Government, 1 Sam,12.3, Behold,bere ] am, bear record of me,
bifore the Lord and before bis Anointed 5 whofe Ox have I taken 2 or whofe
Afsbave I taken? or of whofe hand bave I received any bribey to blind mine

_ #945 therewith, &c. to the 6thverf, Wherein he fhewed, . His Inte.

grity, in that he adjured them belore the Lord. 2. His Modelty, 1,In
that he fpeaks only negatively, that he had done them nowrong, though
he could have fpoken pofitively of much good they had recewved by his
Government. 2, In that he mentioned the lefler things, Oxen, and
Afles, implying, that inuch lefs had he wronged them in greater things.

2. They muft Rule in vhe fear of God 5 - Which contains in it all mat-
ters of Religion contained in the firft Table of the Law, whereof the
filial) reverencial, obediential fear of God is the fumme and foundati-
on and hcad-points 3 €cclef. 12. 13, Lot ss hear the end of al ; Fear
God, and keep bis Commandments, for this s the whole duty of man,
1Prov.7. The fear of the Lord is the beginniig of knowledgs : The fear of

- God is a fan&ifying gifc of Grace, wrought by the Holy Ghoft in- the

(

2%,

hearts.of the Elet, proceeding from a right knowledge of God, whente
they exalt him aboveall, and are inclined to the obediece of his revealed
will in all things. 1, The founcain hereof'is fanétifying Grace; there-

| Heb, 12. fore I call it a giftof Grace; Le: us bave grace, whereby we may fo ferve

God, &¢. 2. The principal efficient hereof is the Holy Ghoft,y/fa. 11.2,
And the Spirst of the Lord [hafl reff upon bim. 3. The {ubject recipient
of it 1s theheart of the Elect, Fet.32.40. And [will make an everlafling
Covenant with them that i w:ll never turn away from themtodothems good,
bur [ will put my fear intheir bearts, that they (hall not depart from me,
4. The nifeof itis from a right knowledge of God, Fer.22,1¢,16,
Did not thy Father eat, and diink, and profper, when he executed Judg-
menc and Juftice, whenhe judged the caule of the afflicted, and Poor,
hc profpered : was not this becaufe he knew me, faith the Lord. 1. In his
Soveraignty, Fer.10.6. 2, In his Immenfity, Ifa.40.15,& c.Bekold the
Nations are as adrop of abuckety and are connted asthe dt;f of the babanee,
&e. 3. Inhis Omniprefence, Pfal. 130, 7. Whither (kak { oz':om thy
Spirit 2 orywhither (haB 1 flee from thyprefence 2 4. Inhis Juftice; 7

L}
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&5 a fearful thing to fall intn the bands of the living GodHol.3.5. x Sam. H:p, 10,
12,24, §: The property of itis, 1, To exale God abeve all, asthe 31,
higheft objet of our &bmifﬁon. Prov.22.4. By humility and the fear of
the Lord, are richesy honowr, and life, 2. Affiance, Pfal.147.13, But
| the Lord delighteth in them ihat fear him. 3. Love, Dewr.o.x2. And

now Ifrael, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, bat ta fear the Lord
thy God, and to ferve him, and love him. . :

And God is thus exalted, 1. When his word prevaileth abave all other
words, 1fa.66.2. To bim will I {ook , evento him that is of an humble and
contrite (Birity and trembleth at my word. AQs §5.28,29. Did not we firaitly
command yow, that you (hould not teach inthis Name 3 Then Peter and the
Apoftles anfwered and [aid, e ought raiber toobey God than Men. 2. When
the Ontriprefence of God, cauleth us to approve our felves, and wayes, to
him. Gen.x7,x. I am God alfufficient swalk before me,and be thow upright.

Job x. 5, ,He fan&ified his Sons, and offered burnt Offerings ; for Fob
thought, .It:may be my Sons have finned, and blafphemed God in their
hearts. Ecclef.8.12. Tiough a finxer do evil an bandred times, asd God pro~
long bis dayes, yet I kwow it [hall be well with them shat fear the Lord, &rc.
3. When the fear of God overcometh all carnal tears. Dan.3.16,17,18,
Shadrach,Me[hach,5Abednego, anfwered and [4id ¢to the King, O Nebs-
chadnexzxar, we are not careful to anfwer thee snihis matter s beholdy the
God whom we [erve 1 able to deliver s from the burning fiery furnace &5 be
will delsver sus ont of thine band, O King : but if not, be 1t known unto thee,

' OKing, that we wil not ferve thy God, nor wer(hip the golden Image which

. thasu baf? fet wp. Heb.11.27, R |

i Hence follows, 1. A firm cleaving to God, in the obedience of Faith, -,
Desut,10.20. Thow [balt fear the Lord thy God, thow (halt ferve bim, and
¢cleave to bim, Thus they muft fear God in their perfons, |

2. Intheir Familics, Pfal, x01.2. I will do wiely in the perfell way till
thou comeft to mey I will walk in the wprightnefs of my keart, in the middeft
of mine houfe, Now therefore fear the Lord and [erve him in uprightne(s Jofp. 2 Y
| ard in iruth, and put away the Godds which your Fathers ferved beyond the 14, '
. flood, and sn Egypt, and ferveye the Lord, . .

3. *They muft exercife it in their Civil Government inthe Common-
wealth, Pfal. 2. 10, 11. Be wife now therefore ye Kingsy be learned ye
f;dges of the Earth; ferve the Lord in fear, and rejoyce intrembling,

P 4[. 27: SQ ,

. III, Thefetwo, Juftice and the fear of God, muft be conjoyned by

. Gods Ordinance in Rulers over men, if they would have his prefence, af-

. fAftance, and blemg with them in their publick Admaniftrations, - |

5, : B Reaf 1,




2 2.Chron,
16,7,

{ 10

Reaf, 1. From the order of the conju.?xé“tion of Juftice with the fear of
God, which is as of the Effe&t with the Caufe 5 therefore the fear of God
is firft 1o be exercifed, and Julice is to be regulated by 1t, The Scripeure
plentifully (hewswhat a {trong and powerful influence and efficacy, the
true fear of God exerteds in geference to all Moral duties among men 3
Moderaticn inFefeph, whotvould not zbufe his publick Authority unco
private revenge, giving.this for his Reafon, I fear God, Gen. go. 19, 20.
Mercy with the Midwives preferving the Male-Infants, Exod,r.21. Ju.

ftice 1n Judges againft Uiury and Opprgfion, Neb. §.9. and his difterent

carriage from former Governours, 1n eafiny the People of burthenfome
Charges, what he could, Pfal, 14, 15. apaict the prophaning of the

- Temple, and of the Sabbath,and neglegdyot the Priefts and Levices, and

Kom.x 3
-

/e,

the Marriages of ftrange Wives, Chap. 13.

Reaf 2. From the great Truft commitced to Civit Rulers,

1. Todo Juftice, according to Scripture-Rules, 2 Chres.29.6,7,

2, To fee that othersdo jultly towards ore anothers for by és the M-

wifler of God for thy good, ¢is. .
- 3. To prote& men in every good way. 1 Tim, 2. 2. Pray for Kings,
and for all that are in  Anuthorsty, vhat wemay lead a gues and peaceable
life, n all godiine(s and bonefly. B
4. To uphold the Churches walking in the order of the Gofpel, ffe,
49.23. Kings (ball be thy norfing Fathers, and Queens tiy awrfing  Mo-
thers, ¢, | |

5,’ Their End fhould be to exale Chrift ‘a difpenfirg his Governmene
in Textw, Plal,2,10,x1.& 72.1. to 18.

Exbortation. 3. To the Freemen, who are entrufted by the Com-
munity, tochufe Magiftrates by cheir fuflrages, tofollow the counfel of
;etim“to Males, Exod. 18,21, Moreover, provide thew among all the

cople, men of conrage, men fearing Csd, hating covetonfnefs,cia, as Mofes
d»\{: ver[.25. whick aifo (Mofes gave to the Tribes, Dest.z.13.

¢ Maiive.1. The choice of good Rulers will be a fign and pledge of
Gods intendmeng to blefs their Government and his People therebv. For
when God gives Rulers, whom he intends to make a bleffing to his Peow
ple, they fhall befuchasare bleffed of him in Chrift for the gcod of that
People, /fa.1.25,26. Then I will turn mine hand aponthee, and burn out
shydrofss iill it be pure, end iaks away all thy tinn s and Iwid reflore thy

Tudges as atele ﬁr_ff, and, thy Connfollor: as at the b&gi;méug. If ¢his be s

negletted, the Governraent will not be blefled, and the ‘welfave of the
Peopie will be ruined.  But i Chuift blefs the Governiours, he fhall be
our peace, whatfoerer Enemies come againit us, or nik up among us: And

| ” he
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he fhal: be our peace, when Afber thall cortie into our Land, &z, hewill Mic.s.
vaife foven Shepherds, and eighe principal Men, thac fhall be our Reliet, 5,6,

But you have no Inftance in Scripture, that ever God was witha Peopie
to blels them, in a courfe of fpecial Providence, when they that feared

- nas God,were their Rulevs, by their own confent and choiee ¢ Let Chrift

therefore have the prebeminence in all things, and in your choice of
Ruiers for the Commonwealth j and in order chereunto, fee thae the
whom you choofe to be Rulers, be men intervefled perfonally in Chrift :
For svhea they that are called to Ruling Power, ccaFe to exert 1€ In fub-
fervisncy w0 the Kingdom of Chyift, there will be an end of New-
England’s Glovy, and Happinefs, and Safety.

Mot.a2. You muft fubmit to their Auchoricy, and pertorm all duties to
them, whom you have cholen to be your Rulers, whether they be good
or bad, by veriue of the Relation betweenthern and you s So Wives to
their Husbands, though Unbclievers, 1 Cor.7,13. And Servants to their
Mafters though froward, 1 Pet, 2. 18, Thevetore asthis fhould Caution
Women and Youngmen to beware of chufing bad Husbands, and Ma-
fters; oy and muchmore, it {hould Caution. you in your choofing pub-
lick Rulers, if you mind the publick or private good of yours,

- Mat, 3. If men unjuft, and tiiac fear not God, be chofen Rulers of the
Common-v/ealth, all the People arg in danger of being punithed by the
wrath of God for the fins of their Rulers; Bad men being in pu?vlick
place, will give bad countel to corrupt Keligion, Exek.x1,X,2, Faazanab

. and Palarish, Princes of the People, arefa'd to be the men rhas smagine

mxi'[cbief, and devife wicked comnfel in the City 3 the end willbe ruine. See
when the men of Shechem choita bramble; Abimelech, to betheir Ruler,
fec Judg.90.2,14,15,23,52.53. The fins of Feraboam,and of thofe that
fucceded him,their corrupting Religionyruined not only their own Fami-
Lies, but alio all Ifrael, wEich was thweatned, 1 King. 14, 19, For ths
Lord (hall fmite Mrael as when a Reed i« (haken in the Water, and be (bakl
weed 1lvacl out of this good Land, which be gave 1o their Fathers, and (48
feartsr thens beyond the River, becanfe they have mide groves, proveksng
the Lordtoanger. Thefame befel Tudak fox the fins of Mauﬂ}b,yer.x S. 4.
And for the fins of othey Rulers, by cortupting Religion, and unrighteous
deaiings, whereof the Prophets complamned.

E.xnore,2. To thofe, who by the confent of che Freemen, are accor-

~ ding tc Gods Ordinance, to ve invefted with Magiitratical Power and

Authority,to obferve Mofes liis Charge to the Judges, Dist.x.56,17. And

I charged your Tudges that (ame tive, [aying, Hear the Controver fies be

tween your Brathren, and iudge righteonfly, &e.  and  Febofhuphats,
b 2 2 Chron,xo,

/e
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2 Chron.x9.9,10. "Be wife therefore ye Rulers, and confider that your
Life, and all our Good; your Profperity and Proteltion lies, not in this
or that Politick defign, or whatfoever elfe under the Sun, bur alone 1n
Gods gracious Prefence with you, Pfal,4.6,7. Oh! provoke him not
to depart from us, but feck the continuance of his prefence with us, and
fix your thoughts on the things which tend to aflure Gods fpecial pro-
vidential Prefence with us. The things incumbent on you,in oxder here-
unto, ase fuch as refpect cicher Perfons or Things 3 my defireisto fpeak
inlove to the Truth and Peace, ~

1. For Perfons: Provide for the ProteCtion, Encouragement, and
Liberty of all thofe whom God swneth to be his People, that fear-
him j take care that they be not trodden under foot, norfwallowed
up. nor expofed to the rageand contempt of men 3 only for thofe that
walk orderly, and peaceably, not offenfively to-one or other, or tothe
Church of God l;mugh they differ from others ia their Apprehenfi-
ons and Perfwafions, though mifguided; yer are willing to receive
Light in Gods way and time: Thefe are to God.: as the Apple of his
Eye, and let their Safety be alfo to you. Benotready to receive ill,
reports againft them. Fer.20.10. Report fay they, and we will repore, tsc.
Pfal.15.3. nor receivetha falfe repore againft his acighbour, 1 Tim.
1. 19, - |

2.9 For Things: They areeicher the thingsof God, or the things of
Men: 1, Forthe things of God 5 thz publick Profeffion and Practice of
Religion, which is in great danger by two extreams 3 mifguided Zeal,
and Formallity :' Lec the Honourakle Court therefore approve them-
{elves to Rule in the fzar of God, by their perfonal knowing, imbra-
cing, and obeying the Goffel of Chiift; and by their proteéting the
Churches thac are orderly gathered, and walk according to Gofpel-
Rules, from the violence and injuries of their oppofers, remembring
that dreadful threatning, Ifa. 60.12," For the Nation and th: Kingdom,
shat will not [erve thee, (hall persfh, &5, |

I fhalladd a few Caveats, 1. Take heed of a various management of
macters of Religion, vo theadvantage of the prefent poftures and con-
dition of your Civil Affa‘rs. The things of Chrift fhould be as Fofephs
Sheaf, to which all other fhould bow.  When they are made to cringe
and bend to mens Policics, they ate no longer the things of Chrift : All
Gods Truths are Eternal and Unchangeable by men: Give them all
at once the {overaiguty of your Souls, and have not the leaft thoughe
of making them bend to ferve your worldly euds, but cleave to the
Truth of the Precepts, and live by the. Truth of the Promifes 5 for

per
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performance whereof, the God of Truth hath engazed his Alfulticiency,
2. Take heed and beware that you deprive not any Infticuted Chrifti-
an Church, walking according to Gofpel Rules, of the Power and Pri-
viledges which Chuift hath purchafed for thein by his precious blood,
and givenunto them, Mar. 16. 19, God calls Civil Rulers to protet
- and preferve fuch Churches 5 if he hath given them liberty,and you fub-
ject them to bondage ; if he hath given chem power in their proper con.
cernments within themfelves, and you countenance and uphold others
to exercife power over the Churches,in fuch things to whom Chrift ne-
ver gave fuch puwer; you will have 2 fad reckoniiag.Remember Feprah’s
Argument jagainft the encroachments of the Amosites upon the Rights of
Ifracl, Judg.11,14. 3. Avoid carefully impofing upon tinc Churches any
thing that Chrift hath not put upon them, wiz. 1. Mens Opinions, e-
{pecially when they are fuch as prevailed in an hour of Temptation,
though confented to by the ma'or part of a Topical Synod, ‘yet difliked
by fome of themfelves, and by other godly Minifters, both in this
Countrey, and in other Countries, fo that they are things Controverted
and under Difpute. Impofe not fuch things upon Churches, left Con-.
tentions arife in the Churches about Opinicns, which are no partof the
Faith conce given to the Saints, for which we are called ‘to contend ear-.
neftly, Fude 3. 2. A flanding Council, for whichwe find no warrant
in the New-Feftamert, nor Example in the Primitive Churches, nor in
Succeeding Ages, for fome hundred years after Chrift.  Nor is it {afe for:
the Churches, which are thereby fubjected winder an undue Pewer out of:
the Church, which under a pretence —— of helping the Church with.
sheir Light, bereave them of their Power; in re propria, bindivg themy
to reft in cheir Decifions, and to-praltife accordingly.  As for occafional-
Councils, two extreams muft be avoided. 1, A total rejeéting Councils
For, when the necd of any Church requireth fuch helps, through want of
Lighty orof confent within it felf, in weighty and difticult queftions, it
is their Liberty, and Prudence, and Duty, voluntarily to feel help from
others chofen by that Church, being approved for their Orthodoxy, and
Faithfulnefs to Chrift, and to his Caufe, and Intereft 3 And when their
Counfeli given, it isthe Duty of thefaid Church to try it by the Scrip-
ture; and if 1t be found to agree with the Oracles of God, to acquiclce
in it, elfe not ; according to that Rule, 1 Thefi5.21. 2. A prefewing
the Judgment of a Council when ic {uits’wich mens own miads, wills,
and ends, sbove any Light for the contrary,though it e held forth from
the Word of God, f{o as to reft in what thic Council farch, without con- -
fidering whether 1t be according to the holy Mind and Whll of God, de-
: - clared.

—
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clared in the Scriptures. This is gn abufe of Councjls,which hath (hary-
ned chie Peis of Godly Learned men in their Writings againft it, not on-
ly againf{t Popifh Councils, which bind People to receive their Supes ftici.
‘ous Devices and Impofitions, as matters of Faithy but againft other
Councils, which have too, peremptorily and abfolutely obtruded their
own Determinations without Scripture-proof. Hence Lauther aifirmed of
the firft general Council at Nice (which was accounted the beft) That
he underftood not that the Holy Ghoft fpeak tnit 3 and that the Canons
and Articles thereof, were but Hay, and Scraw, and Stubble.  And Rez4
(in his Preface to the New-Teftament) faich, That fuch was the folly,
ignorance, and ambition of many Bifhops, in the beft times, that you
would have fuppofed the Devil to have been Prefident in their Affemblies,
And, long before thefe, iNazianzen complained, That he never faw good
cnd of any, and refo}ved never to come at themmore ; yet he lived under
the good Emperour Theodofius.  When Councils feek to pleafle themfelves
and other men, more then ro ferve Chrift, their Conclufions will be ana
fwerable to their [cope.  Flence the German Interim was agreed upon by
{uridry Minifters to pleafe tne Emperour, but other Orthodox Minifters
diflented, and wrote againtt it. The Synod in England, underthe
Prelacy, publithed Superftitious Ceremonies ; againft which many god-
ly learned Minifters wrore, and were filenced 5 who are, to this day,
called, The good Old Nonconformists : Thelate Reverend Teacher, to re-
eflablifh a Church, publifhed a Catechiflm for the Children of it, where.
in he taught them concerning the Power of Councils; that the Queftion
15 carried to the Council, but the Caufe {till remaineth in and wich the
Church, This thall futhce, for the prefent, to have been fpoken to thg
Care that the Honourable Court is to Exercife about the things of God.
The nexe things to be fpoken to bricfly, are the things of men ; they are
rightcous Adminiftrations of Juftice in matters of t3is Life. Thefe wheels
aifo you arc to fet going. x.If upon revifal of your Body of Laws any one
we hsiad te be unjuft -and oppreffing, let it be expunged, and altered 5
And for thofe chat are go d, provide for good execution, 2z, Let the
foveraign Dictates of Nature,be conftantl | .. ended by you, which Chriit
notes to be the fum of all Moral Duties, "« tiie two Tabies, Quod 116 figri -
non ey alteri ne facerse, Mat,7.12. Would you enjoy peace and libercy
in Peofelling und Pralifing according ¢o the Rules of the Word, as you
arc afwaded 5 kit others alfo thatfeat God, and walk orderly and juft-
ly, and peaceably with them, enjoy the like Peace and Civil Liberties,
lelt other Rulers be encouraged by your Example, to meafure to us again,

with what mezfure we mete unto othess, they accounting, as we do them,
| This




This is threatned in Mat.7.2. g m’;'?éonclude with a brief reminding
you of thefirft beginning of this Colony of the Maffachufers, which I
have the better advantage, and more fpecial engagement to do § Beingone
cf them, by whom the Patene, ‘which you enjoy, was procured 3 and to
whom it was committed, by King Charles the firft, and His Majefties
moft Honourable Pri éouncil. My Name was not mentioned i the
Patent, becaufe I defired it might be left out, left the then Bifhop of
Lordan, who was of the Privy Counc’l, fheuld have anill eye upan me
for my appearing fo far in that work, whercunto he was oppofie : but in
expences for afiy. Helps to promove the Work, in the firft beginnings of e,
I bore my party meerly for the fervice of Chirift, and for the help of
“his People, I not knowing that ever I fhould remove unto thefe pares, by
vertue of that Patent. When it was obtained, and cemmitted to us, we
were made a Corporation foy New-England, and aecordingly adted, in
fundry Mgetings, and chofe Mr Eudicot to be the firft Governour, and
fent hym hither ; and for his epcouragement, we gave him an Houfeat
Salem, which was builc for the ufe of the Corporatien'ig London 3 and
he carried with him two Minifters, The next yeat the Corporation in
London, underf{taigduse that honourable Mr #inthrope, incfined to re-
move himfelt andb®amily to New-England, chofe him to be Governor,
who came to Boffen, and with him we fent the Patent, to prevent future
inconveniencies § and God blefled it to that end, as it appeared foon af-
terward, Inthe firft General Court, after his Arrival, the Civil Order
was feteled in a Sele&t Company of Free Planters, fuch as were accoun-
ted moft fir to manage publick Truft, to Chrift’s Ends; thefe choofe a
Governour, and Deputy-Governour, and a limited number of Afliftants,
“invefted with Magiitratical Power, and Deputics from the refpedtive
Plantations, according to the Patent, which gave liberty to order Civil
Afairs, as they found beft. Churches alfo were gathered 1n a Congre-
gational way, and walked therein, according to the Rules of the Go-
{pel, withmuch peace ang- confent among themfclves, which that now
blefled Servant of Chrift,Mr Fobn Cofton the firft Teacher to this Church,
foapproved, that he wrotc unto me, being then in Holand, toencourag:
my coming to New-Englands thatthe Order of the Churches andof the
Commonwealth was fo fettled, by common Confent; that it brought co
his mind, the New Heaven and New Earth, whercin dwells Righteoaf-
nefs, advifing me to come hither frec from Engagements to others.  3uc
Satan, in a thort time, {tir’d up Serifes and Diflentions, to the great di-
fhirbance of the Churches and of the Countrey, wh'ch God atlaft irer-

- afully quieted ; ncr hath the Gofpel come unto you empey handed, sut .
/ hath
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hath brought unto you in its rigk%"symw 2| Goqd T}.ung.s) through
: chus Chrift, wich Eternal Salvation to thofe that bf:heve inhim 3 And
1n its lefbhand, Riches, and Honour, with Frotection and Ddliveranees
* fro Enemigs of all foris, Npw therefore takeheed and beware, that
the Lord may got have jult caufe to complainof us, as he did of tholc in
Fer. 2.21.8& R, 2, 4. left you lofe by Gods punithing J uftice, what -
- you.réceived from his free Mercy, left he remove the golden Candle-

flicks, and the burnifz and fhining Lights in them, ashe _,‘h\adjglrgady' '
‘done marty eminent Lights ; a1d wo to chem from whom the Golpel 1s
xgmoved, for their abufing it, and the Meflengers of i, - Aould you yet
- fee good dayes, and enjoy good things as in times paft? @y the coun-
fel chat the Spirit gave to the Church at Ephefss, Rev.2. 5. And to the
Angel of the Churchin Serdsis, Rev. 3.2, 3. ‘And takethe courfe that
wagbzgm 60k, and was blefled therein, and ‘all” Fudab with hir,
v €hron.17.3. The Lord was with Fehofhapbat, becaufc he walked in the
fu@ wayes of his Father, David : And {ee that your fruitfulnefs, in good,
anfwereth the coft & pains that God hath been at with you i his Vine-
- yard, left the Lord be provoked to deal withus, as he did wich his an.
" clent Vineyard, Ifa. §. from the firft to the eight gepleg N
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