B'Y T H E

PRESIDENT

O F T H E

Delaware State,

A

PROCLAMATION.

§ it is undoubtedly pleafing in the Sight of ALMIGHTY GOD, that his rationat
A Creatures fhould yield a chearful Submiffion to his Hog Laws; and it s their higheft Ho-
nor and true Happineis to live in Conformity thercto: AND AS in his Providential Rule of
the World, he hath_vouchfafed in gracious Condefcention to the Infirmities of Mankind, to in-
force the Diftates of Reafon by inftru&ive Examples and exprefs Declarations of his Divine Will,
awfully holding forth the-Threats and Punifhments ot irrefiftible Power againft Offenders, and mer--
citully promifing the ineftimable Bleflings of his. Favour to the Obedient, THEREFORE, it appcars
to me my firft and indifpenfible Duty, to call the Attention of the People of this State toa grious‘
and due Confideration of thefe important Truths ; moft heartily defiring, that, with a lively Gra
titude for the many and fignal Mercies generally and particularly beflowed on Us, a decp Senfe
of. our Unworthinefs, an humble Acknowledgement of our Tranfgreflions, a fincere Repentance
for them, and a determined Refolution of Amendment, it may be our principal and conftant Care
to “ render unto GOD the Things that are GOD’s ;" and that We may eameftly endeavour to
difcourage and fupprefs all Vice, Profanenefs and Immorality, fo highly difpleifing” to the Deity,
reproachful to Government, injurious to Society, corru to many otherwife virtuoufly in-
clined, and fo juftly tending to draw down the Vengeance of Heaven: AND TO THE IN-
TENT, that Religion and good Manners may flourith and increafe, I bave thought fit to iffue
this Proclamation, exhorting all Perfons decently and reverently to attend the Worthip of GOD
on every Lord's Day, as a Service acceptable to him, and the Means of Improvement to them-
" felves; AN D expefling, and hereby requiring, that all well-difpofed Perfons, and efpecially alt

Perfons in Place of Authority, will by their own exemplary Conduét encourage and promote Pie-
ty and Virtue, guide the young, the weak, and the unexperienced into laudable Courfes, and con-
firm them therein, and to their utmoft contribute to the difcountenancing thofe of diffolute and de-
bauched Behaviour ; that, they being thereby brought to feel the Shame and Contempt into which
they are fallen, may be prevailed on to reform their evil Prattices, and others being deterred
from imitating_the fame, and preferved from their pernicious Influence, may at length be pro-
perly principled againft them ; and thus, the Converfation and Demeanour of good Men may aid
the Laws, and fupply what they cannot wholly effeGtuate—A N D for further promoting fuch
Reformation, it is hereby enjoined, that all Magiftrates, and others, whom it may concern, be
very vigilant and exaét in difcovering, profecuting anc(l,’puniihmg all Perfons, who fhall be guil-
ty of Protanation of the Lord’s Day, Bldfphemy, Profane Swearing or Curfing, Drunkennefs,
Lewdnefs, or other diffolute or immoral Praétice ; that they fupprefs all public Gaming Houfes
and other. diforderly Houfes; that they put in Execution the A& of Affembly, intitled, « An
A& againft Drunkennefs, and to prevent the gricvous Sins of Profine Curfing, Swearingand Blaf-
phemy,” and alfo another A&, intitled, *“ An At to prevent the Breach of the Lord’s Day, com.-
moniy called Sunday,” and all other Laws now in Force for the punithing and l’upi)rcfﬁng any Vice,
Profanenefs, or Immorality=~A N D for the more effeftual ﬁroceedmg herein, all Judges and Jul
tices having Cognizance, arc héreby direfted to give ftriét Charges at their refpective Courts and
Seffions, for the duc Profecation and Punithment of all who fhall prefume to offend in any of
the Kinds aforefaid, and alfo of all fuch, as contrary to their Duty, fhall be remifs or negligent
in putting the Laws i Execation~—A N D every Minifter of the Gofﬂcl is hereby requefted to
read or caufe to be read this Proclamation, in the Place of Worfhip where he officiates, as often
as may be judged proper, and ftrongly to gnculcate in their refpective Congregations, a Love of Pi-
ety and Virtue, and an Abhorrence of Vice, Profanenefs and Immorality.

G IV E N under my Hand and the Great-Seal of the State, at New-caftle, 2&s
Nineteenth Day of November, in the Yecr of cur Lord One Thoufand

Seven Hundred and Eighty-one.
JOHN DICKINSON, Prefident,

iy His Excellency's Command,
Jases BooTH, Secretary.
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