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e T HE neglec? of z‘li?rgf ing ge:zerm‘zm,
2 wbich fo generally prevarls, ought,
Jurely, to awaken our [erious concern for it
and I perfuade myfelf, that the prefent at-
tempt will be welcome to all who are duly 1m-
- prefled with that concern; jors fo for as 1

~ m capable of judging, it is well adapted fo
- anfwer iis intended purpofes.

“As the Jubjeit of thefe [ermons 1s no

matter of controverfy, but plain and impor-
tant duty, one would bope, they will not fall

under the [evere cenfure of amy. At leaft I
am fully perfuaded that bumble and- ferious
chriflians, whofe chief concern is to know, and
do their duty, will find agreeable entertain-

ment and much profitable inflirution, 1n the
- perufal of tnem.”
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SERMO N I

On the Education of CﬁILDREN;
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PROV. XXII, 6.

Train up a Child in the way he
fhould go 5 and when be is old, he
awill not cfepart [from it.

‘“ﬁ'ﬁn“\fﬁ‘iﬁﬁ"@ T is a moft amiable and in-

%wma 4 ftractive part of the charalter
%g 4 @ﬁ which Jfaiah draws of the great
@g i Shepherd ot the church, that be
@O@@Z} 97 fhould gather the lainbs with

NN R N P15 army and carry them in bis
bofom : A reprefentation abundantly anfwered
by the tender care which our Redeemer exprefi-
ed for the weakelt of his difciples; and beauti-
fully illuftrated by the endearing condefcenfion,
‘with which he embraced and blefied little infants,

A 2 Nor
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Nor 1s it foreign to the prefent purpofe to ob-
ferve, that when he recommends to Peter the
care of his flock, as the moft important and
acceptable evidence of his fincere affeltion to
his perfon, he varies the phrale; in one place,
{aying, feed my fbeep, and in the other, feed my
fambs. Perhaps it might be intended 1n part to
intimate, that the care of a gofpel-minifter,
who would in the moft agreeable manner ap-
prove his love to his mafter, fhould extend it-
felf to the rifing generation, as well as to thofe of
a maturer age, and more confiderable ftanding
in the church. It is in obedience to his autho-
rity, and from a regard to his intereft; that I
am now entering on the work of catechifing,
which 1 fhall introduce with {fome prattical dif-
courfes, on the education of children, tlie {ubje&
which 1s now before us.

[ persuape myfelf, that you, my friends,
will not be diipleafed to hear, that 1 intend to
handle it at large, and to make it the employ-
ment of more than a fingle Sabbath. A lirtle
sefleCtion may convince vou, that T could hardly
offer any thing to your confideration of greater
IMpOrtance ; and th 1at, humanly {peaking, there
1S nathlnb in which the comfort of families, the
profperity of nations, the {alvation of fml]s th
intereft of a Redeemer, and the glory of Gop,
18 more apparently and 1ntims [L" concerned.

I very readily aliow, that no human endea-

yours, either of mlmﬁcls O parents, can. ever

he
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be effeftual to bring one foul to the faving
knowledge of Gop in CurisTt, without the co-
operating and transforming -influences of the
Blefled Spirit: Yet you well know, and 1 hope
you {erioufly confider, that this does not 1n the
leaft weaken our obligation to the molt diligent
ufe of proper means, The great Gop hath ftated
rules of operation in the world of grace, as well .
as of nature; and though he is not limited to
them, it 1s arrogant, and may be deftructive, to
expect that he thould deviate from them in fas
vour of us or our’s.

We live not by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of GOD : and
were he determined to continue your hives, or
the lives of your children, he could no doubt
feed or fupport you by miracle: Yet you think
yourfelves obliged to a prudent care for your
daily bread, and juftly conclude that were you
to negle& to adminifter it to your infant off-
{pring, you would be chargeable with their mur-
der before Gop and man; nor could you think
of pleading it as any e‘icufe, that you referred
them to a miraculous, divine care, whillt you
left them deftitute of any human {upplies. Such
a plea would only add impiety to cruelty, and
greatly aggravate the crime it attempted to pal-
bate. As abfurd would it be for us, to flatter
ourfelves with a hope that our children thould
be taught of Gop, and regenerated and fancti-
fied Dy the influences of his grace, if we-neglect

A3 : that
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- that prudent and religio s care in their educat:-
on, which it is my bufincls this dav to defcribe
and recommend, and which Solomon urges 1n

the words of my text: Train up a child in the

way in which be fhould go; and when ke is 0ld,
e will not depart from it .

I ne£D notoffer you many critical remarks on
fo plain and intelligible a paffage. You will
eafily obferve, that it confifts of an important
advice, addrefied to the parents and goverr vrg
of children. Train up a child in the way be

fhould go ; and alfo of a weighty reafon by
which 1t is inforced, and when be is old, be will
not depart from il

THE general fenfe is undoubtedly retained in
our tranﬂation, as 1t commonly is; but here, as
1n many other places, fomething of the original
energy and-beauty is loft.

Tue Hebrew word, which we render train up,
does fometimes fignify, in the general, to initiate
into fome {clence or diicipline; and very fre-
quently, to apply any new thing to the ufe for
which it was intecded. It is efpecmlly ufed of
facred things, which were folemhly dedicated,
or. fet apart to the fervice of Gop : And perhaps
it may here be intended to intimate, that a due
care is to be taken in the education of children,
from a principle of religion, as well as of pru-
dence and humanity ; and that our inftrutions

fhould lead them to the knowledge of Gob, and
| be
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be adantad to form them for his fervice, as well
as (o engage them 1o perfonal and Jurial virtue.

IT 13 added, that a child thould be trained up
i the way in which he [oruld go; which feems
to be more exaltly rendered by others, at the
entrance or from the beginning of his way, to
exprefs the early care which ought to be taken
to prevent the prevalency of irregular habits, by
endeavouring, from the firft dawning of reafon,
to direét it aright, and to infufe nto the tender
unpratifed mind, the important maxim of wif-
dom and goodnefs.

To encourage us to this carey the Wife Man
aflures us, that we may realonably-expedt the
mioft happy confequence from 1t: That if the
young traveller be thus direCted to fet out well
in the journey of life, there is a fair profpe& that
he will go on to its moft diftant ftages with in-
crealing honour and happinefs.—Train up a child
in the way be fhould go; and when be is old, be
will not depart from it. |

I suarL endeavour to illuftrate and inforce
this important advice in the following method,
which appears to me the moft natural, and for
that realon the molt eligible.

I[. T suavr more particularly mark out the
way in which children are to be trained up.

I1. Orrer fome plain and ferious confidera-

tions to awaken you to this pious and necefary
care, |

{11,
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111, Diecr to the manner in which the at.
tempt is to be made, and the precautions which
are to be ufed 1n order to render it effeétual,
And then, |

IV. I wirL conclude the whole with a more
particular application, fuited to your different
characters, relations, and circumftances of life.

I am very fenfible, that it is a very delicate as
well as important {ubje®, which 1s now before
me; I have therefore thought myfelf obliged
mdre attentively to weigh what has occurred to
my own meditations, -more diligently to confult
the fentiments of others, and above all, more
carneftly to feek thofe-divine influences, thhout
which I know, I am unequal to the eafieft tatk;
but 1n dependance on which, I chearfully attempe
one of the molt difficult, The refult of the
whole I humbly offer to your candid examina-
tion ; not pretending at any time to dictate in an
authorltatlve manner, and lealt of all on fuch an
occafion as this ; but rather fpeaking as to wife
men, who are themfelves to judge what I fay.—
May the divine affiftance and bleffing attend us
in all !

Firft, I am to difcribe the way in whlch chil-
dren are to be trained up.

Our tranflation, as I have told you, thouch
not very literal, 1s agreeable to the fenfe of the
original, The way in which the child fhould go.
And undoubtedly this 1s no other, than the oood

old way; the way of ferious practical rehglon
The
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The way which Gop has in his word marked
out for us; the way which all the children of
God have trodden in every fucceeding age ; the
way, the only way, in which we and our’s can
find reft to our {ouls.

BurT it is not proper to leave the matter thus
gencrally explained. I would therefore more
-~ particularly obferve—that it is the way of piety
towards Gop—and of faith in our Lord Jesus
- Chrift ;~the way of obedience to parents, and
and of benevolence to all—the way of diligence,
and of integrity; the way of humility, and of
{elf-denial. T am per{uaded, that each of thefe
particulars will deferve your ferious attentiors
and regard.

1. CHiLbreN fhould undoubtedly be trained
up in the way of piety and devotion towards Gop.

THuis, as you well know, is the {um and the
foundation of every thing truly good. Tée fear
of the LORD 1s the éaagz}zrz;zg qf wifdom. The
Plalmift therefore 1nvites children to him, with
the promife of inftruéting them init; Come, ye
children, bearken unto me, and I will teach you
~ the fear of the LORD. And it s certain, fome

right notions of the fupreme Being muft be 1M -
planted in the minds of chi lfjl‘iﬂ, before there
can be a reafonable foundation {or teachmg them
thofe dotrines which peculiariy relateto CHRIST
under the cha-atter of the Mediator; for he who
comes unto Gon (by him) mufl believe thar he
15, ind that he 1s the rewarder of them who dili-

cently feek him, THE
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T ur proof of the Being of Gop, and fome of
thofe attributes of the divine nature in which we
are moft concerned, depends on {uch eafy prin-
ciples, that I cannot but think, the weakeft mind
might enter into it. A child will eafily appre-.
hend, that as every houfe is built by fome man,
and there can be no work without an author; {o
be that built all things s GOD. And from this
obvious idea of Goo, as the maker of all, we may
naturally reprefent him as very great and very
good, that they may be taught at once to reve-

rence and love him, ~
It is of great importance, that children early
imbibe an awe of Gop, and an humble venera.
tion for his perfections and glories. - He ought
therefore to be reprefented to them as the great
Lorp oF ArL ; and when we take occafion to
mention to them other invifible agents, whether
Angels or devils, we thould, as D1 Watts has
moﬂ: judicioufly obferved, always reprefent them
as entirely under the government and controul
~ of Gop, that no {entiments of admiration of good
{pirits, or terror of the bad, may diftract their
tender minds, or infringe on thofe regards

which are the incommunicable prerogatwe of
the GREAT SUPREME,

TrERE fhould be a peculiar caution, that
when we teach thefe infant tongues to pronounce
that great and terrible name, THE LorD our
. Gop, they may not learn to take it in vain ;. but
may ufe 1t with a becorning folemnity, as re-

membering
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membering that we and they are out duft and
afbes before bim. When T hear the little creatures
{peaking of ¢ the great Gop, the blefled Gop,
the glorious God,” as I fometimes do, 1t gives
me a fenfible pleafure, and I confider 1t as a pro-
bable proof of great wifdom and piety, in thofe
‘who have the charge of their education. |
" Y great care thould be taken not to confine

our difcourfes. to thefe awful views, lealt the
dread of Gop fhould fo fall upon them, as that
his excellencies thould make them afraid to ap-
proach him. We fhould defcribe him, as not

only the greateft, but the beft of beings. We
thould teach them to know him by the moft en-

couraging name of the LORD, the LORD GOD,
merciful and gracious, long-fuffering, and abun-
dant in goodnefs and truth, keeping mercy for thou=-
Jfands, and forgivisg iniquity, tranfgrefion and
fin.  We fhould reprefent him as the univerfal,
kind, indulgent parent, who loves his creatures,
and by all proper methods provides for their hap-
pinefs. And we fhould particularly reprefent his
goodnefs to them ; with what more than paren-
tal tendernels, he watched round their cradles;
~with what compaffion he heard their feeble cries,
before their infant thoughts could form them-
felves into prayer : We fhould tell them that
they live every moment on Gop; and that all
our affection for them, is no more than he pufs
Into our hearts ; and all our power to help them,
RO more than he lodges in our hands,
Ws
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W fhould alfo felemnly remind them, thatin
a very litde while their fpirits are to return to
this Gop ; that as he is now always with them,
~and knows every thing they do, or fpeak, or
think, fo he will bring every work 1nto judg-
ment, and make them for ever happy or mifera-
ble, as they on the whole are found obedient or
rebellious. And here the moft lively and pathe-
tic defcriptions, which the feriptures give ‘us, of
heaven and of hell, fhould be laid before them,
and urged on their confideration.

When {uch a foundation is laid, in the belief
of the being and providence of Gob, and of a
future ftate both of rewards and punifhments,
cntldren fhould be inftrufted in the duty they
owe to.Gop, and {hould be particularly taught
to pray to him and to praife him. It would be
beft of all, if from a deep fenfe of his perfeftions,
and their own neceffities, they couid be engaged
to breath out their {ouls before him in words of
“their own, were they ever {o weak and broken,
Yet you will readily allow, that tll this can be
expected, 1t may be very proper to teach them
{fome form of prayer and thankfgiving, confifting
of {uch plain {criptures, or other familiar expref-
fions, as may beft fuir their circumftances and
underftandings. If the Lord’s Prayer be taughe

them, as a form, I hope you will confider how
comprehenfive the expreffions are; how faft the
ideas rife and vary; and confequently how ne-
ceflary it is, that it be frequently and largely
- | explained
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e:-:ﬁaincd to them ; left the repetition of 1t dege-
nerate into a mere ceremony, as I fear it does
among many, who are perhaps moit zealous
for 1ts vfe.

Bur what I have faid, on this head, of piety
and devotion, muft be confidered 1n an iniepara-

ble conne&tion with what 1 am to add under the
) 'ntxr-

2. CuiLpreN muft be trained Up in the way
of faith in the Lord Jefus Chnit.

You know, my friends, and I }ope many of
you know it to the daily joy of your fouls, that
Curist is the way, the truth, and the iife ; and
that it 15 by him we have boldnefs and accefs
with confidence to a Gop, who might otherwife
appear as a confuming fire. It is therefore of
great importance to lead children betimes 1nto
the knowledge of Carisr, which i1s, no doubt,
a confiderable part of that nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord, which the Apoftie recommend:
and was perhaps what he pricipally intende.
by thole words.

WeE thould therefore teach them betimes, tha'
the firlt parents of the human race, moft .
gracefully rebelied againft ‘Gop, and fubjected
themielves and all their offspring to his wrath
and curle, The awful confequences of thie
fhould be opencd at large, and we fhould labot
to convince them, that they have made themfelve

hable to the divine difpleafure (that dreadfu
taing.) by their own perfonal guilt; and thus by
SER. 1, . B the



[ 14 ]

the knowledge of the law thould we make wa?for

the gofpel, the joyful news of deliverance by
CHRIST.

In unfolding this, great care ought to be ta-
ken that we do not fill thetr minds with an aver-
fion to one Sacred Perfon, while we endeavour
to attralt their regards to another. The FaTHER
1s not to be reprefented as {evere, and almoft in-
exorable ; hardly prevailed upon by the intercef-
fion of his compaflionate Son to entertain tho'ts
of mercy and forgivenefs. Far from that, we
fhould {peak of hirn as the overflowing fountain
of goudnefs, whofe eye pitied us in our helplefs
diftrefs, whofe almighty arm was ftretched out
for our refcue, whofe eternal counfels of wif{dom
and love formed that important fcheme to which
we owe all our hopes. I have often had occafion
to {hew you at large, that this is the {cripture
doltrine ; our children fhould be early raught
it, and taught what that {cheme was, fo far as
their underftandings can receive it, and our’s can
explain it. We fhculd often repeat 1t to them,
that Gop is fo holy, and yet fo gracious, that
rather than he would on the one hand deftroy
man, or on the other leave fin unpunifhed, he
made his own fon a facrifice for 1it, appointing
him to be humbled, that we might be exalted,
to die, that we might live.

WE (hould alfo reprefent to them (with holy

wonder and joy) how readily the Lord Jefus
confented
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‘confented to procure our deliverance in f{o ex-

penfive a way. How cheartully he faid, Lo, I
come ! [de’f'rbt to do thy will, O iy GOD! To.
‘enhance the value of this amazing love, we thould
*endeavour, according to our weak capacities, to
teach them who this compafﬁonate Redeemer is;
to reprefent fomething of his glories as the eter-
nal Son of (Gop, and the great Lord of angels

‘and men, We fhould mﬂ:ru& them 1n his ama-

:zing condefeenfion in laying afide thefe glories,
“that he might become a hittle, weak, helpleis

child, and afterwards an afhifted, f{orrowful
man. We thould lead them into the knowledge
of thofe circum@ances of the hiftory of Jefus,
-which may have the greateft tendency to ftrike

their minds, and to imprefs them with an early
fenfe of gratitude and love to him.  We thould

“tell them, how poor he made himlelf, that he

m.git enrich us; how diligently he went about

-doing good ; how willingly he preached the oof-

pel to the l(:owcf[’c of the people. And we {h uld
elpecially tell them how kind he was to hLutle

“children, and how he chid his difciples when
“they would have hindered them froim being

brought to him: Tt is exprefsly faid, Jesus was

‘wuch difpleafed, and Jaid, [uffer /ztt/e children to

- coime unto me, and forbid thew not, for of fuch is
toe kingdom of GOD. A tender c1rtumﬂance‘
-which perhaps was recorded (in part ar leait)
“this very reafon, tha: children 1in fus -ceeding
» ages might be lmpreﬁ%d and affeCted with i,

1 '..-_.J:..-;:f,‘-:-:__rr‘n.;_h -

B2 . 'THROUGH
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Turovecn thefe fcenes of his life we thonld
lead them on to his death: We fhould fhew

how eaﬁly he could have delivered himfelf (of
which he gave {o fenfible an evidence, in ftrik-
ing down by one word, thofe who came to ap-
prehend him;) and yet how patientlv he {ub-
rnitted to the mof cruel injuries, to be fcourged
and {ptt upon, to be crowned with thorns, and
to bear the crofs. We fhould (hew them, how
this 1nnocent, holy, divine perfon was Zronght
as a lamb 1o the flanghter; and while they were
piercing him with nails, inftead of loading them
with curfes, he prayed for them, faying, Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they do.
And whe.s their Little hearts are awed and melted
with fo ftrange a ftory, we {hould tell them, it
was thus he groaned, and bled, and died for
us, and often remind them of their own concern
1n what was then tranfalled.

We fhould lead on their thoughts to the glo-
rious views of Chrift’s refurreftion and afcenflion;
and tell them with what adorable goodnefs he
ftill remembers his people 1n the midft of hisex-
altation ; pleading the caufe of finful creatures,
and emploving his intereft in the court ofheaven,
to procure life and glory for all who belicve 1n
him, and love him.

W thould then go on to inftruét themin thole
particulars of Obtdlf}ﬂCe, by which the {imcenty
~of our faith and our love is to be approved ; at

the fame time reminding them of their own
wcaknefs,
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weaknefs, and telling them how Gop helps us, by'
fending his holy Serx to dwell in our hearts, to |
furnith us for every good word and work. An
jmportant leffon, without attending to which our
inftruftion will be vain, and*their hearing wﬂl
likewife be vain !

3« Cuirpren fhould be trained up in the
way of obedience to their parents.

Thurs is a command which Goo recommended
frora Mount Sinai, by annexing to ita particular
‘promife of long life ; a blefling which yourg
perfons greatly defire. The Apof’cle therefore
obferves, that it is the firf} commandment with
promife, 1.e. a command eminently remarkable
for the manner in which the promife is adjoined.
~And 1t s certainly a wife conftitution of Provi-
dence, that gives fo much to parental authori-
ty, efpecially while children are in their younger
_years, their minds being then incapable ofJudgu
ing and alting for themfelves in matters of im-
portance. Children fhould therefore be early
taught and convinced by f{criptuare, that Gop has
- committed them into the hands of their parents;
and confequently that reverence and obedience
to their parents, 1s a part of the duty they owe
to Gop, and difobedience to them, is re-
‘bellion againft him. And parents (hould by
‘no means indulge their children in a dire&t and
‘refolute oppoﬁtlon to their will in matters.of
-~ greater or {maller moment ; remembering, that
ﬂa child left to himfelf, brmcrs his parfnts to
b3 fhame,
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fhame, and himfelf to ruin; and with regard to
{ubjettion, as well as affetion, it is good for a-
man to bear the yoke in bis youtb.

4. CHILDREN fhould be trained up in the
way of benevolence and kindnefs. to all.

Tue great Apoftle tells us that lowe is the ful-
Jiliing of the law, and that all thofe branches of
it, which relate to our neighbour, are compre-
hended in that one word, Jove. This love there-
fore we fhould endeavour to teach them ; and
we fhall find, that in many inftances it will be

a law to itlelf ; and guide them nght in many
partlcular a&lons, the obligations tp wiich may
depend on principles of equity, which le far
beyond the reach of their feeble underftandings.
There is hardly an inftruction relating to our
duty more happily adapted to the capacity of
children, than that golden law (fo important:
to all of the maturelt age) Whatfoever ye would,
2hat others [bould do unto you, do ye fo unte
them.- This rule we fhould teach them, and by
this thould examine their actions. From their
cradles we thould often inculcate it upon them,
that a great deal of rehgion confiits 1n doing
good ; that the wifdem from above is fuyll of
mercy and good fruits ; and that every chriftian
fheuld do good unto all as be bas opportunity.

Traar fuch inltrutions may be welcome to
them, we fhould endeavour, by all prudent me-
thods, to foften their hearts to {entiments of hu.

maoity and tendernefs, and guard againt every
 thing |
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thing that would have a contrary tendeney, We
thould remove from them as much as poffible,
all kinds of cruel and Dbloody fpectacles, and
thould carefully difcourage any thing barbarous
in their treatment of brute creaturés ; by no
-1neans allowing them to fport themielves 1n the
death or pain of domeftie animals, but rather
teaching them to treat the poor creatures Kindly,
and take care of them ; the contrary to which is
a moft deteftablé fign of a favage and malignant
difpofition. The merciful man regardeth the
life of bis beaft.

We fhould likewife take care to teach them
~ the odioufnefs and folly of a felfith temper, and
encourage them in a wilhingnefs to.impart to
others, what 1s agrecable and entertain-
ing to themfelves : Efpernily we fhould en-
deavour to form them to {entiments of com-
paflion for the poor. We f(hould thew them
~ where Goo has {aid, Bleffed is the man that con-

fidereth the poor, the LORD will remember bim
in the day of trouble.  He that bath pity upon the
- poor, lendeth to the LORD and tbat which he
" wath given, will be pay bim again. And we
fhould thew them by our own pratices, that
we verily believe thefe promiles to be true, and
timportant. It might not be improper fome.
times to make our children the meffencers, by
which we fend fome fmall fupply to the indi-
gent and diftreffed ; and if they difcover a dif-

polition to give fomething out of the little frock
We
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we allow them to call their own, we fhould | INE
fully encourage it, and fhould take care that
they never lofe by their charity, but thatin a
prudent manner we abundantly repay it. Itis
hardly to be imagined that children chus brought
up fhould, in the advance of life, prove Injurl-
ous and oppreiive; they will rather be the or-
naments of religion, and bleflings to the world,

and probably will be in the numbcr of the laft
whom Providence will fuffer to want.

5. CurLoren fhould be trained up in the
way of dihgence.

Tuis thould undoubtedly be our care, if we
have-any regard to the welfare either of their bo-
dies or their fouls. In whatever ftation of life
they may at length be fixed, 1t 1s certain there is
hetle profpedt of their acquitting themfelves with
ufefulnefs, honour and advantage, without a
clofe and refolute application ; whereas the wifeft
of princes and of men has {aid, Seeff thou @ man
diligent in bis bufinefs 2 be fhall fland before
kings, he [hall not fiaud before mean men. And
it is evident that a diligent profecution of bufi-
nefs keeps one out of the way of a thcufand
temptations, which idlenefs {cems to invite,
feading a man 1ntc numberlefs inftances of vice
and folly, becaufe he has nothing eife to do.

A prUDENT -and religious parent will there-
fore be concerned, that his children may not
early contradt fo pernicious a habit, nor enter
vpon life, like perfons who have no bufinefs in

- ity
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it, but to crowd the ftage, and ftand in the way
of thofe who are better employed.—Inftead of
fuffering them to faunter about from place to:
place (as abundance of young people do, to no
‘imaginable purpofe of ufefulnefs, or even of en-
tertainment) he would quickly affign them fome
employment for their time : An employment fo
moderated and fo diverfified, as not to over-
whelm and fatigue their tender fpirits ; yer fuf-
ficient to keep them wakeful and alive. Nor
1s this {o difficult as fo many 1magine; for chil-
dren are a bufy kind of creatures, naturally fond
of learning new things, and trying and fhewing
‘what they can do, So that, 1 am perfuaded
were perfect inaltivity to be impofed on them as
a penance but for one hour, they would be heart-
ily weary of  it, and would be glad to feek their
refuge from it, in almoft any bufinefs you would
think fit to emp]oy them about,

~ Taus fhould they be difciplined in their in-
fant years, fhould early be raught the value of
time, and early accuftomed to improve it, til}
they grow fit tor fome calling in life; in which
‘they thould at length be placed with this impor
‘tant maxim deeply engraven upon their minds,
¢ That full employ 1n whatever fervice they are -
- fixed, is a thing by no means to be dreaded, bus
on the contrary, greatly to be defired.”

I suaLL conclude this head with the menti-
on of a very remarkable Jaw amongf(t the Athe-
nians, which ordained, ¢ That 10fc who had

been
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been brought up to no employment by their pa-
rents, fhould not be obliged to keep them, if
they came to want in their old age; which all
other (legitimate) children were. |

6. CriLDREN fhould be trained up in the way
of integrity. -

Simpricrry and godly fincerity is not only a
very amiable, but ar effential part of the chrifti-
an charalter; and we are every one of us indif-
penfibly obhged to prove ourfelves Ifraelites in-
deed, in whom there is no allowed guile.  And
this is a circumf{tance which will peculiarly require
our regard in the education of our children, and
of all young perfons under our care,

IT is very melancholy to obferve, how foon
the artifices and deceits of corrupt nature begin
to difcover themielves. In this refpe&t we are
tranfgreffors from the womb, and go aftray al-
molt as foon as we are born, fpeaking lies.
Great care therefore fhould be taken to form
the minds of children to a love for truth and
candor, -and a {enfe of the -meannefs as well as
the guilt of a lie. We fhould be cautious that
we do not expofe them to anv temptations of
this kind, either by unreafonable feverities, on
account of licle faults, or by hafty furprizes,
when enquiring into any matter of fact, which
it suay feem therr interef to difguife by a falfe-
hood: And when we find them guilty of a
* knewn and J-liberare lie, we thoold exprefs our
horror of 1t, not only by a prefent reproof of

correction,



L o23 ]

Qcorreé’tlon, but by fuch a condu& towards them
for fome time afterwards, as may plainly fhew
them how greatly we are amazed, grieved, and
’dlf leafed. When {o {olemn a buﬁncfs 1s made
of thc firft faults of this Kind, 1t may be a mean
of preventing many more.

T wirr further add, that we ought not only
thus feverely to ammadvert upon a dire@ lie,
but likewife, 1n a proper degree, to dlfcourage
.all kinds of equivocations and double meanings,
and thofe little tricks and artifices, by whlch
they may endeavour to impofe on each other, or
oon thofe who are older than themiclves. We
‘fhould often inculcate upon them that excellent
{eripture, He that walketh uprightly walketh [ure-
dy; but be that perverteth bis way, (that twifts
and diftorts 1t with the perplexities of artifice
‘and deceit) fball (ar length) be known. Be
fhewing them every day, how eafy, how plea-
{ant, how honourable, and how advartageous
At is to maintain a fair, open, honeft temper ;
-and on the other hand, what folly there is in -
cunning and dlfhonel’cy in all 1ts forms; and
how certain it 1s, that by ftudying and pra&lﬁng
1t, they take the readieft way to make themfe]ves
:obnoxious and ufelefs, infamous & odious. Above
“all, fhould we remind them, that the righteous
:LLorD loveth rwhteoufne{'s, and his favourable
countenance beholds the upright ; but lying lips
iare {uch an abomination to him, that he exprefi~

ly
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ly declares, A/ liars fball bave their part in the
lake which burns with fire and brimflone.

7. CuiLpREN [hould be trained up in the way.
of humility, +

Tuis is a grace which our Lord pa.rtu:vular]yL
1avites us to learn of him, and moft frequently
recommends to us; well knowing that without
it, {o humbling a fcheme as he came to intro-
duce would never meet with a welcome recep-
tion, And with regard to the prefent life, 1t i
a moft lovely ornament which engages univer:
{al efteem and afteétion; fo that before honour i
humility : On the whole we find, He that exalt.

eth bimfelf is abafed, and he that bumbleth bzm
[elf is exalted, both by Gop and man.

A reGarD therefore to the eafe, honour any
happinefs of our children, thould engage us «
an early endeavour of checking that pride, which
was the firft {in, and the ruin of our natures:
and diffules itfelf fo wide, and finks fo deep,
into all who draw their original from degenerar
Adam. We fhould teach them to exprefs hu
mility and modefty in their converfe with all.

Trey fhould be taught to treat their {uperior
with peculiar refpeét, and fhould at proper fes
fons be accuftomed to filence and referve befor
them. Hence they will learn in fome degre
the government of the tongue; a Dranch 0
~ wifdom, which, in the advance of hfe, will ¢
- of great importance to the quiet of Others, an
to their own comfort and reputation, .

OR
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Nor fhould they be allowed to affume airs
of infolence towards their equals ; but rather be
"%aught to vield, to oblige, and to give up their
.rlcrht for the fake of peace. To this purpofe I
‘cannot but think it defirable, that they thould
?be gencrally accuftomed to treat each other with
thole forms of civility and comp]alfance, which
are vfual among well-bred people in their rank
‘of life. 1 know thefe things are mere trifles in
‘themfelves, yet they are the out-guards of hu.
‘manity and {riendfhip, and effeCtually prevent
many arude attack, which, taking its rife from
fome little circumftances, may neverthelefs be
‘attended with fatal confequences. I thought 1t
. proper to mention this here, becaufe (as szrgal
very jultly and elegantly exprefles 1t) ¢ Thefa
‘modes are the fhadows of humtht;, and feeni
“mntended to-fhew our regard for or.htrs, and the
low thoughis we have of ourfelves.”

.1 sHALL only add farther, that it is great im-
:'*prudt:nce and unkindnefs to children, m indulge
“them in a haughty and imperious behaviour to-
“wards thofe who are moft their inferiors.  They
“fhould be made to underftand, that the fervants
of the family are not their fPrvaJ.ts, nor to be
funder their covernment and controul, 1 the
rather il upon this, becaufe T have generally
 obferved, thatwhere young people have been per-
“mitted to tyrannize over perfons in the loweft
- circumflances of life, the humour has {hamefully
: grownupon them, till it has diffufed infolence and
. arrogance thro’ their behaviour to ali about them,
. OER. ], C LastLy,
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LASTLY Children fhould be trained up m
the way of felf-denial.

As without fomething of this temper we can
never follow Crrist, or expect to be owned by
him as his difciples ; fo neither indeed can we
pals comfortably through the world. For what!
ever unexperienced youth may drcam, a grea
many diftafteful and mortifying circunsftance

will occur in life, which will unhinge our minds

_almoft every hour, if we cannot manage, and i
many Inftances deny our appetites, our paﬁ"lom*
and our humours. ~ We fhould therefore endea:
vour to teach cur children this important leffor
betimes ; and if we fucceed in our care, we {hal;
leave them abundantly richer ‘and happier, 1n
this rule and pofleffion of their own fpirits, than

the moft plentiful eftates, or the molt unhmltcd

power over others could make them., r.

WHEN a rational creature begomes the [lwe
of appetite, he finks beneath the dignity of the
human nature, as well as the fan&ity of thc
chriftian profeflion. It 1s therefore obfervable

that when the Apoftle mentions the three grmJ'

branches of prattical religion, be puts tOhi‘ltt}

in the frqu? perhaps to Intimate, that waere
that is neglefted, the other cannot be {uitably

regarded, "¢ The Grace of God, (1. e. the gol-.

pel) “ teaches us to live joberly, righteoufly, “and
« godly.” Children therefore, as well as young;
men, thould be exhorted to be [oberminded :—,
And they fhould be raught it by early felf- de-

plal, It s certam, that if their own qppeme:

and

|
4



[ 27 ]
and tafte were to determine the kind and quan-
tity of their food, many of them would ‘quickly
deftroy their conftitutions, and perhaps their
lwes . fince they have ofien the greatelt defire
for thofe things which are the moft improper,—
‘Ajnd it feems jultly obferved by a very wife man,
(who was himfelf a melancholy inftance of ir)
. That the fondnefs of mothers for their chil-
« dren, in letting them eat and drink what they
“ will, lays a foundation for moft of thofe cala-
¢ mities in human life, which proceed from bo-
dily indifpofition.” Nay, I will add, that it is
the part of wifdem and love, not only to deny
what would be unwholefome,butto guard againft
indulging them 1n too great a nicety either of
food or drefs, people of fenfe cannot but fee, if
they would pleale to confider it, that to know
how to fare plainly, and fometimes a little hard-
Iy, carries a man with eafe and pleafure through
many circumftances of life, which to luxury and
delicacy would be almoft intolerable.
= THE government of the paflions is anothep
branch of felf-denial, to which children fhould
carly be habituated ; and {5 much the rather be-
caule, in an age when reafon is fp ayeak, the
‘paflions are apt to appear with pfiar force
and violence. A prudent care {hould therefore
-be taken to reprefs the exorbitances of them.—
For which purpofe, it is of great importance,
taat they never be fuffered to carry any point,
-by obftinacy, noife and clamour, which is indeed
‘to beftow a reward on a fault which deferves a
Ca - fevere
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fevere reprimand.  Nay, I will venture to add,
that though it be very inhuman to take pleafure
n makmtr them uneafy by needlefs mortifica-
tions, yet “when they are eagerly und intempe-
rately defirous of a trifle, they ought, for that
very reafon, fometimes to be dented 1t, to teach
them more moderation for the future, And if
by fuch methods,they gradually learn to conquer
their little humours and fancies, they learn no 1n-
confiderable branch of true fortitude and wif-
dom. [ cannot exprefs this berter, than in the
words of Mr. Locke, in his excellent treatife on
the fubjet before us; ¢ He rhat hasfound out the
““ way to keep a child’s fpirit ealy, active and
¢ free, and yet at the {fame time to refiratn him
¢ fzom many things which he has a mind to,
 and draw him to things uneafy to him, has got
 the true fecret of education.”

I mave fometimes been furprized to fee, how
far a fenfe of honour and praife has carried fome
children of a generous temper 1n alongand re-
folute courfe of felf denial. But uuaoubtcdlv the
noblelt principleof allisa fenfe of religion. Hap-
py would it indeed be, 1f they were led to {ee, that
there is but very little in this kind of gratifica-
tions and indulgences ; that the world -1tfelf 1s
but a poor empty trifle ; and that the greart thing
a rational creature thould be concerned about, 1s
to pleafe Gop, and get well to heaven. May
divine grace teach us this important leflon for
ourfelves, that we may tranfimit 1t with the
greater advantagﬁe to our children! AME N,
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%49 593 caufe, 1n which he is engaged,
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&N Tl acy as the moft rehglous {ubferv-
ino the glory of Gop, by promoting the happi-

,nefs of mankmd It muft be a grear fatisfattion
“£0 a man of mtegrltv and humamtv, to think
~that 1t 15 not his bufinefs to dazzle and confound
bis hearers with the artifices of fpeech, to give

;he appearances of truth to falfhood, and impor-
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tance to trifles, but to teach them to weigh -
things in an impartial balance, and by the words
of truth and fobernefs, to lead them into: the:
paths of wifdom and goodnefs. |

Tuis 1s a fatisfaltion which | per‘ulmr]v ﬁnd:
this day, while I am urging you to that religi-:
ous care 1n the education of children, whlch 1
have at large opened in the former difconrfe..
And it is a circumftance of additional pleafure,.
that I am pleading the caule of the weak and
helplefs ; of little tender creatures, who are in-

capabie of pleading for themielves, and know
nor how much their intereft 1s concerned. Nor.
am | without a {ecret hope, that if the Divine
Sypirit tavour us with his afliftance, fome who
are yet unborn may have eternal reafon to rejoice
in the fruits of what you are now to hear. AMEN,,

Having already endeavoured to deferibe the
way in which children are to be trained vp; I,
now proceed, - I

SeconpLy, To propofe fome arguments to.
encrage parents Lo thi% plUUS care,

AND here I would intreat you diftinétly to
confider, that the attempt itfelf is pleafant ;
you have great reafon to hope 1t may be fuccefl-
ful; and that {uccefs 15 of the higheft importance.

. Tuae awempt itfelf s pleafant.

I speak not merely of the pleafure arifing
from the confcioufnefs of difcharging prefent
duty, and a probable view of future fuccefs

fuch a fatsfaltion may attend thofe aﬁl?lns,
- hils
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which are in themfelves moft painful and mior-
tl{ymcr But 1 refer to the entertainment im-
mediately flowing from the employment idelf,
‘-whm rightly manaued This 15 undoubredly
one of thofe ways of wifdom, which are ways
of pleafantnefs, as well as a path, which in its
confequences is peace and happinefls: It is a
commandment, in keeping of which there is a
‘great reward.
» THt Gop of nature has wifely annexed a fe-
‘cret, unutterable delight, toall our regular cares
for the improvement of our rifing oftspring,
‘We rejoice to fee our tender plants ﬂoun{h to
iobferve how the ftock ftrengthens, and the blof-
Joms and the leaves fucceflivelv unfold. We
‘trace, with a gradually-advancing pleafure, their
sealy {miles, the firft efforts of fpeerh on their
ftdmmerl.w tongues, and the dawning of realon
4in their feeble minds. It is a dclthtFul office
‘to cultivate and affift opening nature, to lead
ithe young ftrangers N0 2 new world, and to in-
‘fufe the principles of any ufeful kind of know-
ledcre which their age may admit, and their cir-
'Icum{’cdncrs require. But when we attempt to
“raife their thoughts to the great raTHER oF
SSPIRITS, to prefent them, as in the arms of faith,
-to Jesus the compaflionate fhepherd, and teach
“them to enquire after him ; when we endeavour
.to inftruét them in the prmcxples of divine truth,
+and form them to fentiments of prudence, inte-

crnty and generofity ; we find a pleafure {uperior
*‘ to
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to what any other labour for their improvement .

can give,

O this occafion, my friends, I perfuade myfelf,
I may appeal to the repeated experience of many
among you, Do you not find, that the {weeteft

- truths of chniftianity, which are vour hdpe and '
your joy in this houfe of your pilgrimage, are pe-
culiarly {fweet when you talk them over with your
children ? Do you not find, that your inftrui-

ons and admonitions to themn return in- .

to your own bofom with a rich increale of edi-

fication and refrethment ? Thus while you are
watering thele. domeftic plantations, you are

watered alfo yourfelves; and from thefe holy
converfes with your children, you rife to more .

endearing communion with your heavenly Fa-
ther : Gob by his {pirit vifiting your fouls in
the midft of thofe pious cares, and giving you
immediate comfort and firength, as a token o

his gracious acceptance, and perhaps as 1 pledge |

of future fuccefs. This leads me to urge the

religious education of children,

II. By the probability there 1s, that it will
be attended with fuch fuccefs, as to be the means
of making them wife and good.

- Tuis 1s the argument urged by Solomon in
the text, Train up a child in the way in which be
fhould 90 ; and when be is old, be will not depart
from it. Being early Initiated into the right

way, he will purfue it with increafing pleafurc

{o -
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fo that with regard to the profperity of the foul,
as weil as of the body, his path will be like the
morning light which fbineth more and more unto
z'be perfeit aay.
2 It is true, this affertion is to be underftood
?{lth fome limitation, as expreffing the probabi-
lity, rather than the certainty of the fuccefs ;
otherwife experience would contradi& itin fome
melancholy inftances. Would to Gobp there

were none untradtable under the moft pious and

prudent methods of education ; none, who Jike
deaf adders flop their ears againft the woice af
the moft {kiltul ¢charmers, and “have been accuf-
tomed o do it from their infancy ! Would to
Gob there were none of thofe, who appeared to,

_[et out well, and feemed eager in enguiring the
way to Lion with their fm:e.f thitherward, who
have forgotten the guides of their youth, and the.
ovenant of their GOD and are to this day wan-

dering in the paths of the dcﬂroyer, if they are

ot a ready fallen 1n them ! But do you throw by
¢évery medicine, which fome have ufed without.

“being recovered by it ; or decline every profeffi-

an, of which there are {ome who do not thrive?

What remedy muft you then take ? what calling
‘mult you then purfue ? The application is 0D~

vious. It would be fully to pretend to maintain,

. ..-l'
1

that religious education will certainly maintain
ats end ; “but let me intreat you to confider, that
CIT IS I 1tS own nature a very rationalmethod—
that it is the method which Gop has appointed,
and
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and a method which in many inftarices has been
found fuccefsful, Attend {erioufly to thefe re-
marks, and then judge whether prudence and
confcience will not oblige you to purfue 1,

1. THE religious education of children 15 a
very rational method of engaging them to
walk in the wav in which they fhould go.

THERE 1s the moft evident advantage attend-

ing our early attempts of this kind, that we fhall
find the mind more "open and difengaged, not
tainted with all thofe corrupt principles, nor
enflaved to thofe irregular habits, which they

would probably imbibe and contract in the ad-
vance of age. Though the paper on which we

would write the knowledge of Gop be not en-
tirely fair, it is clear of many a foul infcription
and deep blot, with which it would foon be co-
vered. Though the garden, in which we would
plant the fruits of holinefs, be not free from
weeds, yet many of them are but (as it were) in
the invifible feed, and the reft are not grown up
to that luxuriant fize, which we mult expedt, if
due cultivation be omitted or delayed.

IT 15 a farther advantage which deferves to be
mentioned here, that infancy and childhood is
the moft impreffible age ; and as principles are
then moft eafilv admitted, fo they are moft firm-
ly retained, The ancients, thofe judicious ob-
fervers of human nature, as well as many mo-
dern writers, are full of this remark in their dif-
courfes on education, and iluftrate 1c by a

great
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preat many beautiful allufions which are well
known

' Tue new veflel takes a lalting tincture from
1he liquor which 1s firft poured in: The {oft
lay is eaﬁ]y fathioned into what form you pleafe:
The young plant may be bent with a gentle
hand ; and the charaters engraved on the ten-
‘der bark, grow deeper and larger on the advan-
¢ing tree. It will be our wifdom then to feize
gheie golden opportunities; and fo much the
raaher, as it is certain they will either be im-
pmved or perverted ; and that if they are not
prefled into the fervice of religion, they will he
cmployed as dangerous altlliery againft it.

- But you will llw, « With all thefe advanta-
geous circumftances we cannot infufe grace into
the hearts of our children; and after all our
precaut .ons, corrupt nature will prevent us and
fix a wrong bias on the mind, before we can at-
[empt to dlre& 1t arlght A mournful, but
too evident truth ! which, far from denying or
{upprefling, I would often declare and inculcate;
and the rather now, as 1t greatly confirms my
argument. Are the influences of a degenerate
pature unavoidably fo ftrong, and will you fuf-
fer them to be confirmed by “thefe additional ad-
vantages? Do you apprehend, that, running
with the footmen, you (hall be in danger of
fainting ; and do you for that very reafon chufe
to contend with the horfzmen ¢ You cannot,

{ure, 1n the face of fo much rcafon and fcnpture,
Urgﬂ
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urge this as an excufe- againft making any at

tempts at 2}l of this kmd and how then s it an
apology for the nf:Ole& of thofe, which arcL
(other things beirg equm Bl moﬁ rational ang

- R e L e e i ]

ealy ¢ But the tnﬂ*no plea is more evidently ﬁ

lenced, by obfervmg,

2. THE religious education of children 15.;
method which Gop has appointed ; ani

this greatly increafes the probability of 1t
{uccels, :

I assurepry know (and may Gob mor

deeply engrave it on our hearts!) that with re,
oard to your labours as well as our’s, Neither i

be that planteth any thing, nor be that wateret
but GOD that giveth the increafe. But confide
I befeech you, how that ircreafe 1s to be hope}
for : Is it in the omiffion, or in the ufe of pre
cribed means? T urge it on "your confcience
my friends, that I‘(fll ious education is an ord
nance of Gop, Whl(.‘h, therefore, you may rex
{fonably hope he will honour with a bleffing. An’
you might as juftly expect, that your foul
thould flourith in an unneceffary abfence fror
the table and houfe of the Lorp, or an habitu
neglet of reading and prayer ; as that your chit
dren thould grow up for Gop, while you fail 1
your endeavows to engage them 1 his fervic
I repeat it again, religious education is an ord:

!

nance of Gop. And is it a wotk of labour ar

difficulty to prove the aflertion? Which of ya
does not know,chat chriftian parents are folemnl

charged .
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=chartred to fring up their children in the xur-
mre mm’ admonition of the LORD; and that
€ven under the Mofaic ceconomy, GOD urged
qE. on his peop!e tin a very affecting manaer?
Surel)r vou muft bave oblerved, how {triétly
Gop charges | it upon the Jews to take all oppor-
tunities to this purpofe, occalional as well as
ﬁared Toefe words, f.s)s he, which I coinmand
‘Phee this d’J} fball be in thine beart; and they
;/}.:aZt teach them dzlzﬂ'eutl’y to thy cf:mf; eny aid
ifbalt talk of them woen they fitteft in thine benfz,
-and when then walkeft by the « way, and when thox
11!€ﬁ own, and when !/’*cuy 7 up. And elfwhere,
“thou /m/a‘ feach them Lo thy fons, and f@! Jons
fom‘ Planly recommending a care of mere
yemote, as well as im mediate defcendants of
gmnd children, as well as childrer. Thus when
Gop efiabliiled o tefiinony in Jecos, and ﬂ]fcm fod
q lawo 111 Ifrael, be cominanded the ff 75, 1hat
tmjy fhould make them kncwa uinta their childyen ;
ffpﬂf the qczf:rﬂmﬂ b0 comie miTht Rigw then, ¢ven
rﬁﬂe cotldien that fhauld be born, that they foculd
ﬂff’c" and declare thein to their ol "ld;ﬁ’f that fo
Tehigion might be tranfmited to every rfing aze,
You canact be ignorant of fuch pafiliges as thefy,
‘Waich need no comment to exolain Luem, and
';C{m r.quen[ly you cannot but kno ¥, that the re-
higious education of children is a divine inftiryg
tion, as well as in 1tfelf a mof rational atter:, Lt
,Aftf:r which you will not wender 1o hear,

ok, 11, D 7 THAT
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3. Taar it has 1n fa&t been attended wit

very happy fuccefs.

We acknowledge that the great Gop doe
not confine himfelf to work by this way ; an
that he fometimes difplays his fovereignty in vi
{ibly turning out of it.  We acknowledge, th

he fometimes leaves thofe who have been, as |
b

were, born and brought up in his family, to for
fake 1t in a very fcandalous manner ; while §
{eems to oo 1nto the territories of fatan; iny
1gnorant, carnzl, prophane families, and take
from thence perfons, whom he ere&s as trophies
of iree, furprifing, and (as Mr. How jultly ex;
preifes 1t) “unaccountable grace,” But yor
well know, that thefe are more rare and uncom-
mon cafes : And though fome of you, my friends;
are (2nd I hope never will forget ir) happy in-
ftances of the fingular divine goodnels 5 yet mofl
of you, as I apprehend, were trained up in the
knowledge of Gop, and are living monument
of the {uccels which has atiended the care of
parents, or mafters in this parucular.  The
greater part of thofe, who have of late been ad.
mirted to your cotsmunion, have, to my certain
knowledge, mentioned it with thankfulnefs; and
I reroice to think, how many of the rifing gene.
ration amoeng us (if even a child may be known
by his doings) are like to increafe the number,
and elve us an encouraging hope that they will
2t fenath be ot as olive plants around the Lorp’s
table, as weil as your’s, 1 perfuade mylfelf it

IS



[ 39 ]

.15 fo elfewhere, and thmk I may p!‘o“mm”e b
Twm:h (ome confdence, that the families of Gop’s
chgl Jdren are generally fpeamno' the nurfmn:. c
Bi& charch. Solomon, no doubt, had obferved,
"tl;at a good educatton had oenuallv been fuc-
cbfs‘lﬂ or we could by no means account for
the remark in the text; and a very accurate
Wiiter of our own age and nation has carried it
foifar as to fay, «“T hat of all the men we mect
thh, nipe parts 1n the ten are what ‘they are
gbo or l}ad ufeful or not, according to th..zr
education.”

<1 wnopre you are by this time convinced, tha
humanlv (peaking, there is great pmmb'lw
_,that religious education may be the effectual
PECHE of promoting {erious piety in the rifing
age ; which was the {econd argument by which
Iiwas to recommend 1t ﬁﬁun arcument, whicl
miay be greatly ftrengthened,-by obferving,

11, THat the iucceﬁ,, which we may {o
R reafonably expect, 1s a matter of very high
5 w;ortance
%It 1s of evident 1 importance, to the henour of
Gop, and the {upport of religion—to the pre-
fent and {uture happinefs of our children—and
to. vour own comfort both in life and death.
__We"frhty and comprehenfive thoughts ! which
Tifhall briefly rouch, and to which I beg you
w1]l renew your attention.

1. TrEe honour of Gop, and interelt of 2
B.‘t;dﬂt’mﬁr, is greatly concerned in the behaviour
" D 2 of
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OF}OUI hildﬁ.n and COH:'C‘WUL nﬂ" n YJUF Cﬂffg
of their education, which is like 10 have fo great
an nfluence upon It. '
We live ina dying world. Our fathers, where
are they ? Sleeping in the duft, as we muft (hort
Iy be. We are fure, that in a litle, a very
Jictle while, thefe places muft know us no more:
And when we are mouldering n the houfe of
filence, who muft fill our places in the houfe of
Gop ? Who muft nfe up 1n our ftead for the
fupport of relizicn among thof who fucceed us
From whom can it be expetted, bur from our,
children? Yet how can we ems& it from thel'e,
1n the neoleét of a methed, whlch comes re-
commended by {o many advantaae(ms CIrcuin- .
flances? ““ Yes,” yml will ﬂerhaps be ready to,
11y, “Gop will take care of his own caule and'
nmﬁrhty arace will do waat we have not at-
tempred, bacquﬁ, we khew that we could not:
accomplifh it.”  Almighty grace can indeed c‘o-
if; an 2 almighty power can of thele {tones, on!
which we tread, raife up children to Abraham.
But fhew me your warrant from the word of.
Gob for expe&ing it, either in the one cale, or
inthe other. You will poTibly an{wer, ¢ He
fras rt‘omlﬁfd to be ever with his Chmch and.
that the gates of hell faall not prevall apga n{’c It ;
Lut that one generation fhall arife and dec'are hlS
mighty woi ks unto anoth e, and that the king-
dom of his fon fhall continue as long as the fun

and moon ¢ndure.” Bleffed be his name for:
thele |

r
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thefe encouraging promifes, which fhall, no
dbubt, be accomplifhed. But where has he en-
gaged, that this kingdom fhall always continue -
among us? Such paflages as thefe will no more
prove, that the gofpel fhall never be removed
ffom Great-Britain, than they would once have
proved, that 1t {hould neverbe taken away from
Rergamos or Thyatira, or any other of the Afan
churches, which have fo many ages ago been
given up to defolation.

# Now let me intreat you for a few moments, to
dwell upon that thought; what if the gofpel
fhould be loft from among your defcendants!
what if in the age of thefe little ones, or the
next who fhall fucceed to their’s, the houfe of
the Lorp thould be forfaken, and his table
abanloned? What if the miniftry fhould be
grown into difufe, or the fervants of Curist in
it fhould have nothing to do, but to bear a
fhuitlefs teftimony againft an unbelieving gene-
ratjon, till (when their hearts are broken with
fo {ad an ofiice) the gofpel here dic with then,
and religion be'buried in their graves? Isit a
thought eafily to be fupported by a true Tfrael-
*lge, that the ark of the Lorp fhould thus be loft,
and Goo fhould write upon us Ichabed, the fad
‘memorials of a-departed glory !

AT would furely be peculiarly melancholy,
that religion fhould die in the hands of thole
who were the children of the kingdom. And
“Were not your's fo? In this refpedt, my friends,
* D 3 permig

!
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permit me to fay, that I am a witnefs among:
fome of you. When you have offered your.
children to baptiim, you have delivered them:
into my hands, with an exprefs declaration of;
your fincere defire, that they might be devoted:
to Gop ; and have received themm again with a.
folemn charo-e and promife to bnng them up:
for him, if their lives fhould be continued. And.
as for thofe of you, who do not practife this in-

ftitution, I doubt not, but many of you are,
equally faithful in dedlcatmg your infant off.|
fpring to Gop. Is it not then reafonable to|
expect from both, that they fhould be brought!
up as a feed to ferve him ?  And from:
whom may we hope 1it, if not {rom you? If;
you have experienced the power of divine grace!
upon your own fouls, and have tafted tha the|
Lorp is gracious, methinks it {hould awaken g
holy zeal to fpread the {weet favour of his name!
and word wherever you come: You thould la-
bour to the utmoft for the advancement of his
gofpel among all your acquaintance, and even
among {trangers ; how much more 1n your own
famllles, among thofe whom you have from
him, among chote whom you have fo {olemnly
given back to him.

2. Tut charaler of your children, and con
fequently your care in their education, is of
the moft evident importance, to their pre-
fent and future happinels,

I NEED
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1 weep not employ a great deil of time in
proving the truth of the affertion.  As chrifti-
ans you muft undoubtedly own, that godiinefs is
: ﬁmﬁmble to all things, baving the promife of the
fife which now is, as well as of that which is 10
come. 1f your children, through the divine

L

blefling on your holy care, become truly religi-
aus, they will not only be preferved from thofe
follies and crimes, which {tain the honour, and
Tuin the fubftance of families, but they will fe-
cure a fair reputation ; they will take the moft
probable method to make life truly comfortable ;
they will be entitled to the paternal care and
‘blelling of Gop; and to crown all will be heirs
.of eternal glory with him: And what could
your moft prudent, faithful, render love with
for them as a greater, or indeed a comparable
good ? On the other hand, if they prove vi-
‘¢lous and profane (which in {o degenerate an
age 1t 15 very probable they may, if they have
1o religious principle to {ecure them) what can
you expelt but their infamy and mifery in this
world, and their eternal deftruétion in the neyt ?
+ O~k would 1magine, that fuch confiderations
as thefe fhould very deeply imprefs the Leart of
3 parent; and if they were alone, fhould be
{ufhicient to gain the caufe, You, who have {o
tender a regard to all their temporal concerns ;
you, who rife early and fit up late, that you
may advance their fortunes, that you may fur-
-nifh them with thofe dubious and uncertain pof-

feflions,
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féffions, which may be bleflings or curfes,
as they are improved or abufed ? can you bear
to think, that they may be for ever poor and
miferable ? Surely, it thould cut you to the+
heart to look on a child and refle, < here is an;
heir of eternal mifery : Alas | whatam I doing
for him ? Preparing an eftate? Contriving for:
his prefent convenience or grandeur?” Vain,
- wretched, prepofterous care! which, to ufe '1|
very plam fimile, 1s but like employm your-|
félves in trimming and adorning its clothes,
while the child itfelf were fallen into the ﬁre,
and would be in danger of being deftroyed, i
not immediately Dlucked out. Haften to do 1t
with an earneftnefs anfwerable to the emremltyl

of the cafe, and {o much the rather, as the dan-~
ger i in part owing to you. |
I wiLL not fay, how far your perfonal miftakes:
in conduct may have been a fnare and a temp-.
tation, to your children; nor canl pretend t0
determine 1t. But I am confident of this, that
they have derived from you a corrupt and de-
oenerate nature, 'Thro’ your veins the original:
lnfe&lon, which tainted the firft authors of our
race, has flowed down to them. And 15 not
this an affeting thought ? and ought it not to:
quicken you to attempt their relief ? ;
Dr. Tillotfon fets this in a very moving.
light : “ When a man-has by treafon tainted his
blood and forfeited his eftate, with what grief

and regret does he look on his chuldren, “and
think |
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think of the injurv he has done to them by his
fault ; and how {olicitots is he before he dies to
jjié_tition the king for favour to his children !
How earneftly does he charge his friends to ba
careful of them, and kind to them!” We are
thofe traitors.  Our children have derived from
ué a tainted blood, a forfeited inheritance. How
tenderly fhould we pity them! How folicit-
oplly fhould we exert ourfelves to prevent
their rain ! Mr. Flavel exprefles the thought
fill more pathetically. ¢ Should I bring the
plague into my family, and live to fee all my
poor children lie dying by the walls of my houfe;
1f 1 had not the heart of a tvger, fuch a (ight
‘would meltmv very foul.” Andfurely,1mayadd,
‘Were there a {overeign antidote at hiand, perhaps

”

anantidote I had myfelf ufed, thould I not direct

them toit, and urge themtotryit,I thould be fill
‘more favage and criminal.  ‘The application is
€aly: The Lorp deeply imprefs it on your
fouls, that your dear children may not die eter-
Hally of the malignant plague they have taken
from vou !

% TH1s 15 one confideration, which fhould cer-
tainly add a great deal of weight to the argu-
‘ment I am now upon, I will conclude the
head with the mention of another : I mean, the
peculitar advantages which you their parents
have for addrefiing yourfelves to them. You,
‘Who have known them from their iafancy, are

beft
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beft acquainted with their temper, and manner
of thinking; you, who are daily with them, may
watch the moft tender moments, the moit fa-
vourable opportunities of pleadlng with them ;
your melting affection for them, will (uggeft
the moft endearmcr fentiments:and words on l'uch
occafions: Their oblwanons to you, and love
for you, will probab]y difpofe them to attend
with the greater pleafure to what you may fay;
or your authority over them, your power of
correction, and- a fenfe of their dependance upon,
you in life, may prevent much of that oppofiti-
on and contempt, which from perml‘e tempers,
others might expeét; efpecially if they were
not fupported by your concurrence, in their at
tempts 1o inftru® and reform your children,
O the whole then, fince your obligations
and your encouragements to attempt the work
are fo-peculiar, I may reafonably hope you will
allow. its due weight to this fecond confideration,
that the chara@er and condu& of your children,
and confequently your care tn theis education,
is of the higheft importance to their prefent and’

future hap)mefs. ] add, once more,

3. lT 15 of great moment to your own coms-

fort, both 1n life and death.

SoLoMon often repeats the fubftance of that
remark 1 A wife fon makets a glad fatber, but
¢ foolifb fon is an beavinefs to bis mother. And
the juftice of it in both its branches s very ap-
parent, Let me engage you {erioufly to reflect

upon
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npon it, as a meft awakening inducement, to
the s l"chame of the important duty [ am recom-
menmng

‘¢ Ir you have reafon to hope that your Jabours
ﬁre not in vain, but that your children are be-
come truly religious; 1t muft greatly increafe
}‘ﬁmr fatisfaGtion in them, that they are dear to
you, not only tn the bands of the flefh, but in
thole of the Lorp. You will not orly be fe-
ﬂuic of therr dutiful and grateful behaviour to
you, but will have the pl leafure of fecing thern
grow up 1n their different ftations, to proipects
of ufefulnefs in the church, and in the world.
Should Providence {pare you to the advance of
ge, they will be ] comfort and honor to your
'dtclmmg years. You will, as it were, enjoy a
decond youth in Lhelrwoour and ufefulnefs ; nay,
Alcnle of cheir piety and coodnels will undoubt-
_tﬁglly be a reviving cordial to you in your dying
moments. A del lightful thought will it indeed
be! «I am coing to take my leave of the
world, and my (cene of fervice is over; but I
il&we t‘wofe behind me, who will appear for Gop

in my ftead, and ac perhaps, with greater fidel-
ity and zeu.l for the fupport of religion in a de-
generate age. | leave my dear children deftitute
Indeed of T my counfel and help, perhaps in no
abundant afluence of worldly enjoyments; but
I.leave them under the guardian care of my Fa-
ther and their Father, of my Gop and their
trop. I mult foon be feparated from them, and -
N the
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the diftance between us muft foon be as grex
as between earth and heaven : But as | llff’n1
them undar the beft guidance in the wildernef;
fo I have a joyiul perfuaﬁon they will foon ol
low me into the celeftial Canaan.  Yet a litd)
while, and I, and my dear ()‘:Fmrlnrr fhatl ap*mi‘
‘together belore the throne of GOD . and | 1]115;.
ftand forth withi tranfport, and fay, Behold
here am I, and the children which my Gop hi
gracioufly eiven me. Then wiil the bltﬁ’ednfu'
on which 1 now enter, be multlphed upof;

e, by the fight of every child that has a fhar
In it Twow Lorp, fuftereft thou thy ﬂ.rwnb
to d(f‘[J’lrt in_peace, {ince thou haft directed, n¢
orly mine cyes, but theirs, to thy falvation.” 1{'

Burt if you fee thele dear little ones, grow U

A
J
1
|

for the deftroyer ; if you fee thole, whole ntan
days have given you fo many tendur pleafures

and fo many fond hopes, deviating from tlli
paths of duty and happnels, how Llccplv Wl“l
pierce you! You now ook upon. them with | ‘
foft complacency, and fav, < Thele are thes li
who fhall comfort us under our Jabours and o

forrows.” But alas! my {riends, if this be [1)
cafe, ¢ Thefe are they, who will increale your
labours, and aggravare your {orrows; that w"'
haften upon you the infinnities of age, or crui
you the fafter under the weight of them, "ull thef

have brought down your hoary hairs, with an:

guith, to The erave,” Little do they or you
think how much agony and diftrefs yeu ma,

‘ endure %
:

e
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omtlons, how many deluded hopes, how
1any anxious days, how many reftlefs nights,
"Wgﬂl concur, to make the evening of life gloomy!
‘And at length, when Gop gives you a difmiffi-
on .from a world, which the folly and wickednel(s

‘of¢your children has {o long imbittered, how
pé}m‘ul will the feparation be ; ; when you have
‘the profpect of feeing them but once more, and
Ejf;“ at at the tribunal of Gop, where the beft you
£n expedt (in their prefent circumftance) is to
'_" e up in judgment ar.ramﬁ: them, and to bear
ap awful teftimony, which thall draw down upon
“them agoravated damnation |

SAND lct me plainly tell you, that if in thefe
lq& moments, Confmence fhould alfo accufe you
ofithe neglect of duty, and teftify that your own
{arcow, and your children’s ruin, is in part
"c:}fi‘arcr cable upon that, 1t will be a dreadful in-
giedient in this bitter cup, and may greatly
darken, if not entircly fupprefs thofe hopes with
”regard to yourielves, which alone could {upport
you in this mournful fcene. 1 am tully perfua-
ded, that if you knew the weight with which
',thew things wll it upon your: mlnd, in the im-
;mﬁdmte views of the eternal world, you would
not fuffer every tiiiling difficulty, or little care,
toi deter you from the “difchar ge of thofe duties,

which are fo neceff fary to prevent thefe galling
ircﬂe&rons.
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‘To conclude : Let me intreat you ferioufly to
weigh the united force of thofe arguments, which
I have now been urging to excite your diligence
in this momentous care of training up your chil-
dren 1n the way in which they thould go, Con-
fider how pleafant the attempt is : Conlider how
fair a probability there is that it may profper, as
1t 15 in itlelf a very rational method, as it .is a.
method Gop has appointed, and a method which
he has crowned with fingular fuccefs : Confider
how important that fuccefs 1s, to the honour of
(Gob, 3nd intereft of religion, to the temporal
and eternal happinefs of your children; and
finally, to your own comfort both 1n hife and
death.

Ow the whole, T well know, and I am per--
fuaded, Sirs, that -you yourfelves are convinced,
that whatfot.ver can be oppofed to fuch confide-
rations as thefe, when laid in an impartial ba-
Jance, 1t is altogether lighter than vanity, T do
therefore ferioufly appeal to thofe convictions of
. your confciences, as in,the fight of Gop : And
if from this time at leaft, the education of chil-
dren among you be reglected, or regarded only
as a hight care, Gop 1s wuncls, and you your-
felves are witnefles, that it is not for want of
being plainly inftruéted in- your duty, or feri-
Guﬂy urged to the performance of it.

i ‘_ “ﬂ -
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Train up a Child in the way he
~ fhould go 5 and when be is oldy be
will not depart from it

?ﬁgﬁggﬁ; HOSE of you, who have made

0999090 07 any oblervations on human life,

T g@% muft certainlv know, that if we .
{

340 defire to be agreeable and ufe-
é{_} 0eaLLoD (E}i'g ful in it, we muft regard not
e e et only the quality, but the man<
ner of our ations ; and that while we are in the
purfuit of any important end, we mull not only
attend to thofe actions which do immediate]y re-
fer to 1t, but mult watch over the whole of our
condutt ; that we may preferve a confiftency in
the feveral parts of it.  Otherwife we fhall {poil
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the beauty. and acceptance of many an' honeft,
and, perhaps 1n the main, prudent attempt ; or-
by a train of unthought of confequences, fhall
demolifh with the one hand, what we are la-
bouring to build up with the other.

Tais is aremark which we thall have frequent
occafion to recollett ; and 1t 1s of peculiar im-
portance in the buflinels of education. It is
therefore neceffary, that having before deflcribed
the way 1n which children are to be trained up,
and urged you to a-diligent application to the’
duty, I now proceed, |

TumrpLy, To offer fome advice for your
affiftance in this attempt, of leading children

1nto, and conducling them 1n this way.

Tuese will relate—partly to the manrner 1
which the attempt is to be made—and partly to
the precautions neceffiry for rendering it effec-
tual : Which are, as you {ee, matters of diftint
confideration, though comprehended under the
general.head of direttions. -

- I, As tothe manner in which the attempt 18
to be made.

Axp here it is evident, it fhould be done
plainly, ferioufly, tenderly and patiently.

1. CHILDREN are to be inftructed plainly:
In the plaineft things, and by the plaineft
words. -

Tuey are to be taught the plaineft things in
religion in the firft place. And 1t is a pleafing

refleCtion on this occafion, that according to
| the

%
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the abundant goodnefs and condefcenfion of the
oreat Gob, thofe things which are the moft ne-
-ceffary are the plaineft. Juft as in the world of

nature, thofe kinds of food, which are molt
wholefome and nourifhing, are allo the molt

common. We fhould fhew our orateful {enfe
of the divine goodnefs in this partlcu]al, by our
care to 1mitate it; and fhould fee to it, that
wkhen the neceflities of our children require tread,
we do not give them a ftone, or chalf'; as we
fhould do, if we were to diftra&t their feeble
minds with a vartety of human fchemes, and
doubiful difpurations. The more ablirufe and
myfterious truths of the goipel are gradually to
be untolded, as they are exhibited 1a tae oracles
of Gop, and 1o be taught in the language of
the {pirit; according to the excellent advice of
the great Dr., Owen, ¢ maki ing fcripture phrafe-
oiogy our rule and pattern in the declarztion of
fpiritual things, But we muft not begin here.
We mult feed them with milk while they are
babes, and referve the firong meat for a maturec
age, Take the moft obyious and vital truths
of chriftianity, Tell them, that they are
creatures, and finful creatures; that by fin they
have dilpleafed a holy Gop ; and thar they muft
be pardoned; and fan&ified, and accepted in
Curist, or muft perifh for ever. Shew them
the difference between in and holinels ; between
a {tate of nature and of grace, Shew them, that

E 3 toey
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~ they are haftening on to death and judgment,
and fo muft enter on heaven or hell, and dwell
for ever 'in the one or the other. Such kind of
leffons will probably turn to the beft account,
both to them and you. 1know.it 1s a very ealy
thing to inflame the warm, ignorant minds of
children with an eager zea] for diftinguifhing
forms, or diftinguithing phrafes; and to make
them violent in the intereft of a party, before
they know any thing of common chriftianity.
But if we thus fow the wind, we fhall probably
reap the whirlwind ; veating ourfelves, and
. transfufing Into them, a wrath of ‘man, which
never works, but often greatly obftrucis the
righteoufnefs of Gop, Bleflfed be Gop, this is
not the fault of you, my friends, of this con-
oregation. 1 would mention it with great thank-
~ fulnefs, as both your happinefs- and mine, that
fo far asI can judge, it is the fincere milk of
the word that you defire. Let 1t be your care to
draw it out for the nourifhment of your chii-
dren’s fouls, as their underftandings and capaci-
ties will permit them to take it 1n.

Anp while you are teaching them the plaineft
things, endeavour to do it n the plaineflt words.
It is the gracious method which Gob ufes with
us, who fpeaks to us of heavenly things in lan-
guage, not fully expreffive of the fublimity and
grandeur of the fubject, but rather fuited to our
feeble apprehenfions.  Thus our Lorp taught

hig difciples, as they were able to bear 1t; and
uled
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ufed eafy and familiar fimilitudes, taken from
the moft obvious occurrences in life, to Muftrate
matters of the higheft importance. A moft in-
ftrutive example! Such condefcenfion fhould
we ufe, in traning up thofe committed to our
care, and thould examine whether we take their
underltandings along witnh us, as ‘we go on:
Otherwife we are fpeaking in an unknown
tongue ; and as the Apoftle exprefies 1t, are bar-
barians unto them, be our language ever o
grateful, elegant or pathetic.

Give me leave to add, for the conclufion of
this head, that though 1t 1s to be taken for
granted, that children in their earlieft infancy
are to- be engaged to what 18 good, and to be
refirained from evily chiefly by a view to rewards
and punithments, more immed!late or remote, or
by fome natural workings of a benevolent affec-
tion, which are by all means to be cherifhed and
cultivated ; yet, as they may grow up to greater
ripenefs of underftanding, fomething farther is
to be attempted. It muft then be our care, to
fet before them in the ftrongeft light, the nacural
beauties of holinefs, and deformities of fin; and
likewife to propofe, in the eafielt and moft fa-
miliar way, the evidences of the truth of chrifti-
anitv, that they may be fortified againft thofe
temptations to infidelity, with which the prefent
age does fo unhappily abound. The external
evidences of it are by no means to be flighted,
fuch as the credibility of the gofpel hiftory, the

dCCOM~



[ 561
dc¢cortiplithment of prophecies, the unity of de- -
fign carried on by fo many different perfons in
diftant ages and countries, Its amazing and even
miraculous propagations in the world; all whici,
with many other confiderations to the farme pur-
pofe, are very judi‘ciouﬂv handled 1n 2 variety
of excellent writings of our own age: of which

I know not any more fuited to your ufe, than
Mr. Bennet’s difcourfes on the infpiration of

{cripture, which 1 therefore recontmend to your
attentive perufal and with themn Dr. Wans
- fermons on the inward witaels to the truth of
chriftianity, fromits efficacious tendency to pro-
mote holinels ¢ This appears to me the nobleft
evidencc of all, and will to thofe who have a&u-
ally experienced 1t, be an anchor of the foul
both fure and {readfaft.

2. CHILDREN {hould be inftrufted in a very

{erious manner.

 THere 15 an unhappy pronenefs iti our de-

generate natures to trifle with the things of Gop ;
and the giddinefs of childhood 1s peculiarly fub-
ject to it.  Great care {hould therefore be taken,
that we do not encourage fuch a humour, nor
teach them by our levity or indolence in the
manner -of our inftruCtion, to take the awful
name of Gopb 1n vain, while they are {peaking
of him, or to him. For this purpole we muft
labour with our own hearts, to work them to a
deep and ferious fenfe of the truth and impor-
tance of what we fay: This will give us an un~

affeCled
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affe®ted folemnity in fpeaking, which will pros
bably command the attention, and 1mprefs the
hearts of our children. ¥ndeavour to preferve
on your own {pirit, an habitual awe of the great
and blefled Gop, the LorD of heaven and earth :
that when you fpeak of him to thofe little crea-
tures, they may evidently fee the indications of
the humbleft veneration and reverence, and fo
may learn to fear him from their youtli. When
you {peak of Curist, let your fouls be bowing
to him as the fon of Gop, through whom alone
you and your’s can obtain pardon and life; and
let -them be overflowing with love to him, for
his unutterable and inconceivable grace. And
when you remind them of death, judgmient and
eternity, confider yourfelves and them as dying
creatures: Think in how few months, or weeks,
or days, your lips may be f{ilent in the duft, or
they may be for ever removed beyond the reach
of your inftruttions; and plead with them in as
earnelt and importunate a manner, as if the fal-
vatian of their immortal fouls depended on the
effelt of the prefent addrefs. Again,

3. Curoren fhould be inftructed in very
tender and afieCtionate manner.

Wt fhould take care to let them fee, that we
do not defire to terrify and amaze them, to lead
them into unneceflary feverities, or to deprive
them of any innocent pleafures; that what we
fay is not diftated by an oftentation of our wil-
dom and auihority; but that it all proceeds

from
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from a hearty love to them, and an earneft defiré
of their happinefs. Study therefore to addrefs
them in the moft endearing language, as well as
with the {ofteft and {weeteflt arguments, Endea-
vour, according to the prattice of Solomon, to
find out acceptable words. And if tears thould
rife while you are fpeaking do not fupprefs them.
There is a language in them, which may per-
liaps affe& beyond words. A weeping parent
1s both an awful and a melting fight.
Enpeavour therefore to look upon your chil-
dren in fuch a view, as may be moft likely to
awaken thefe tender fentiments. Confider them
as creatures, whomn you (as inftruments) have
brought 10ty being, tainted with 1nnate corrup-
tmn, AB¥otinded with fnares, and on the whole,
in fuch apparent danger, that if not fnatched as
brands out of the burning, they muft perith for
ever. And that your hearts may be further mol-
Jified, and you may be tormed to the moft gen-
tle and moving manner of addrefs; let me. in-
treat you to ftudy the {cripture in this view, and
to obferve the condefcending and en'dearing
forms in which the bleffed Gop {peaks to us
there. Obferve them for vourfelves,; .and point
them out to your children. Tell them, how
kindly he has demanded, how gracioufly he has
encouraged their {ervices; while he fays; Re-,
memper now thy Creator in the days of thy youth ;
and elfewhere; I love them that love mz, and thofe
that foeek wme early foall find me. Tell them
thag
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that the Lorp Jesus Curist hath invited them
to come to him ; for he has {aid, Come unto me
pll ye that labour, and are beavy laden, and I
will give you reft © Him that cometh unto me I
will in no wife caft cut: And whofocver will,
let bim take of the water of life freely, Such
fcriptures as thefe fhould be often -repeated to
them, and fhould be early inculcated on their
memory, with an attempt, as far as poffible, ty
Jet them into the {pirit and force of thém.

Nor will it be improper {uvmetimes to {et
before them, how much you have done, how

much you are ready to do for them ; how many
anxious thoughts you entertain, how many fer-

vent prayers you ofier on their account.  Thus
Lemuel’s mother addrefled him, [7bat, iy fon 2
ard what, the fon of my womb ¢ and what, the
Jou of my vows 2 As if {he bad {aid, < My dear
““ child, for whom I have borne fo much, for
“ whom 1 have prayed fo earneftly ; in what
““ words fhall I addrefs thee, to exprefls what my
 heart feels on thy account ? How fhall 1 fpeak
“ my affectionate overflowing concern for thy
happinefs both for time and eternity ¢  So
Solomon pleads, My fon, if thine beart be wife,
iy beart fhall rejoice, even wmine; As if he thould
fay, “Think how much 1s comprehended in
that argument, that a parent’s happinefs is in a
orcat meafure to be determined by thy charalter
and conduct.” And the apoftle Paul lays open
his heart to the Gallatians in thofe prophetic

words,

£¢
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words, My little thildren of whom 1 travel in
birth again, 'till CuRrIST be formed in you. Yet
thefe weje comparatively, ftangers to him. And
thould not you, my friends, feel, thould not you
exprefs an equal tendernefs for thefe who are 1n-

deed parts of yourfelves?  But further,
4. CHiLprzn fhould be inftrutted patiently,
You know, when the hufbandman has com-
mitted the feed to the ground, he patiently ex-
pe@s the fruits of his labours,  So muft minif-
ters do, when inftru&ing their people: So muft
parents do, when inflruting their children,
You muft not imagine, my friends, that a plen-
tiful harveft will fpring up in a day. The
growth of nature is {low, and by infenfible de-
crees : Nor are you to wonder, if advances 1n
knowledge and grace be ftill flower, Be upon .
your guard therefore againft fretfulnefs and 1m-
patience. Your children will forget what you
have once taught them ; repeat-it a fecond time ;
and if they forget 1t the fecond time, repeat it
the third, It 1s thus the great Gop™ deals with
you; and you have daily reafon to repoice that
be does.  He knows the frailty and weaknefs of
your minds, and therefore adts by a rule, which
feems to be lajd down with a peculiar regard to
the very point I am urging: Whom fiall he
teach knowledge, and whom fball be make 1o ux-
derfand doirine ? them that are weaned from
the milk, anddrawn from the breafis ¢ For pre-
gept mufe be upon precept, precept upon prec;pt,

_ Al
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and line upon line, line upon line; here a little and
there a fittic; As if he thould have faid, “Gop
has treated you like little children, who mult
have the fame fhort ealy leflon repeated again
and again.”  And is 1t not indeed thus with re-
gard to you ? Does not the patience and conde-
fcenfion of your heavenly Father {end to you
his menifters, Sabbath after Sabbath, frequently
inculcanng the fame things, that what you have
forgot may be brought to mind again ? Thus
fhould you do by thofe committed to your care,

Br teaching them every Sabbath: That is
remarkably a good day for the purpofe. Then
vou have leiiure for it; then vou have particu-
lar advantage to purfue the work ; then you are
furnithed with fome new matrer by what you
have heard 1n public; and I would hope your
fpirits are then quickened by it, {o that yeu can
fpeak out of the abundance of vour heart; and:
you may, by difcourfing with them on what has
been addrefled to you, receive the impreffion on
your-own fouls,

I abp, be teaching them every day, by occa-
fional difcourfes, when you have not an oppor-
tunity of doing 1t by ftared addrefles.  Drop a
word for Gob every day, and often in a day.
You will probably find your account in ir, and
your chitdren theirs, A fudden glance of thought
towards Gobp in the mudft of the world, 1s ofien
a great refrethment to the chrittian; and a fud-
den turn to fomething ferious and fpiritual in

SER, 11D, 3 conver-
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gonverfation, 18 frequently very edifying to
others. It ftrikes the memory and the hearr,
and 1s, perhaps, as a nail fixed in a fure place,
when mnany a folemn admonition, and many an
¢laborate {ermon is loft. 1t is with pleafure tha
I frequently hear good chritians fpeaking of
fuch occafional bints, which have been dropped
by faints of the former generation: Thofe tran-
fient paffages, which the pious parents might
forget in a few moments, their children have
diitin&tly remembered for wmany future years, and
repeated for their own edification, and I mighs
acd for mine, Let this therefore be an encoy-
ragement to youj;-and in this refpelt, in the
morning fow this precious feed, and in the even-
ing withhold not your hand, fince you know
not whether [hall profper, or whether boih fhall
be alike good,  ~

- Once more, let me intreat you to repeat your
prous inftructions and admonitions, even though
your children fhould grow up to years of matu-
rity, without appearing to profit by them. Say
not, that you can teach them no more than they
already know ; cr, that you can try no new me-
thod which you l:zve not already attempted,
You fee, that in our affermblics, Gop often
brings back fouls to himiif by feriing home on
the coniclence truths, which, with regard to the
fpeculative part of them, they know as well as
their teachers; and adds a divine cfiicaey to
- thole infticutions, which, for a long fuccefiion
of yeuass, they had atended n vain. Be not
B | pherclore
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therefore weary in well-doing ; but let patience,
in this inftance, have its perfect work.

Taus let your children be mftrulted plamly,
{erioufly, tenderly, and patiently ; I wave fome
other particulars, which I might have added to
thefe, concerning the wanner of inftrulting
them, becaufe I apprehend they will more pro-
perly fall under the fecond branch -of thefe di-
retions : Where I am further to adwnile you,

II.  As to the precautions you muft ufe, it
you defire that thefe attempts in the relisious
erlucation of your children miay be attended
with fuccefls,

Here T would particulaily advife, that a pru-
dent care be taken to keep up your authority
over them, and dt the fame time to engage their
2deCtions to you ; that you be fohicitous to keep
them out ._df the way of temptation; that you
conirm your admonitions by a fuitable example;
that you cheerfully accept of proper affiftances
1n this tmportant attempr; and that you hum-
bly and conftanitly look up to Goo for his
blefling on all. :

1. Ir we defire to {ucceed in our attempts for
the relizicus education of our children, we
rmuft take careto keep up our authority over
them. o '

To this purpole, we muft avoid, rot only
what 15 grofsly vicious and criminal (which will
more properly be mentioned under a following
nead) but alfo thofe little levities and follies

Ir 2 which
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which might make us appear contemptible tg
them. Whatever liberties we may take with
thole who are our equals in age and ftation, a
more exalt decorum is to be preferved before
our children. Thus we are to reverence them,
if we defire they thould reverence us ; for, as
Dr. Tillotfon very jultly oblerves, ¢ There is
a certain freedom of converfation, which is only
proper among equals 1n age and quality, which
1f we ule before our {uperiors, we feem to def-
pife them; and if we do it before our inferiors,
we teach them to defpife vs.”

I wiLr not infit on this hint, which your own
prudence muft accommodate to particular cir-
cumitances ; but fhall here introduce the men-
tion of correftion, which 1n {fome cafes may be
abfolutely neceflary to the fupport of parental
authority, efpecially where admonitions  and
counfels are {lighted.

You know, that the feriptures exprefsly re-
quaire it on proper occafions; and Solomon, 1n

-

particular, enlarges on the head, and {uggelis
{>me . important thoughts with regard to 1t
Foolithnels ({ays he) 1s bound up in the heart
of a child, but the rod of correftion fhall drive
it far from him. Nay, be {peais of 1t as a
matter in which lifé 1s concerned, even the life
of the foul: Withhold not correction from a
child; for if thou beat him with the rod, he
{hall not die : Thou fhalt beat him with the rod,
and fhalt deliver his foul from hell.  And 151t
kindnefs,

%
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i’-..jndnffrﬁ; -OF cmelty, i,n ) paren{', £O, ﬁ)g.re -ti';e
flcth to the hazard of the foul? Parents are
therefore exhorted to an early care in this refpeét,
lelt vicious habits growing inveterate fhould
render the attempt vain or hurtful; and they
are - cautioned againft that foolith tendernels,
which wouid lead them to regard the tears of a
child, rather than his trueft and higheft interet.
Correct thy fon while there ts bope, and let not
thy foul [pare for bis crying : He that [pareth
toe rody bateth bis fon; but be that loveth bim,
chafenetb biin betimes.  Nor can we 1magine a
more lively commentary on the werds than the
melancholy ftory of Eli, who, though he was a
very eminent faint in a degenerate age, yet erred
here, and by a fatal indulgence brought ruin, as
well as infamy, on himfelf and his family. He
reproved the abominable wickednefs of his fons ;
but did not make ufe of thofe fevere methods,
which in fuch a cafe the authority of a parent
might have warranted, and the office of a judga
did undoubtedly require,  Obferve the fentence
wiich Gop pronounced againft him for 1, and
which he executed upon him in a very awful
manner. The Lorp faid unto Samuel, Behold,
I will do 2 thing in Ifrael, at which both the
ears of every one that heareth it {hall tingle
In that day I will perform again{t Eli all things
~which I have {poken concerning his houfe ; when
I begin, 1 will atfo make an end. For I have
told him that I wili judee his houle for ever, for
the 1niquity which he knoweth; becaule his fons

o3 made
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made themfelves vile, and he reftrained them
not : And thercfore I have {worn unto the houfe
of Eli, that the imquity of El’s houfe fhall not
be purged with facrifice nor offering for cver,
Take heed, I entreat you, as you love your
children, as you love vourfelves, that 1t may not
be {aid of you, that your’s have made themfelves
vile, and you have negleéted to reftrain them,
I.et mothers, 1n particular take heed, that they
do not, as it were, {mother their children in
their embraces; as a French author {martly ex-
prefles it.  And let me remind vou all particu-
larly to be cautious, that the arms of one parent,
be not a refuge to the children from the refent--

ment of theother. Both fhould appear to alt
in concert, or the authority of the one will be
defpifed, and probably the indulgence of the
other abufed, and the mutual affeétion of both
endangered.

I canvot fay, that I enlarge on this fubjeét
with pleafure; but how could I have anfwered
for the omiffion of what is fo copioufly and fo
pathetically inculcated 1n the facred writings ?
It is indeed probable, that the rugged and fer-
vile temper of the generality of the Jewith nati-
en, might render a f{evere difcipline peculiarly
neceflary for their children; yet I fear, there are
few of our families, where every thing of this
kind can fafely be neglefted. But after all, I
would by no means drive matters to extremitics;
‘and therefore cannot perfuade myfelf to difmifs
the head without a caution or two.  Take heed,

that
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that your corre€tions be not too frequent, or tog
fevere.—and that they be not given in an unbe-
coming manner. |

Ir your correltions be too frequent; it will
probably fpoil much of the fuccefs. Your chil-
dren, like iron, will harden uvnder repeated
ftrokes; and thar ingenious fhame will be gra-
dually worn off, which adds the greateft fting to
what rthey fuffer from a parent’s hand,  And
there will be this farther inconvenience atténding
it, that there will not be a due difference made,
berween grear and fmall faults,  The laws of
Draco the Athenian, were jultly rejected, becaufe
they punifhed all crimes alike, and made the
ftealing of an apple capiral, as well as the mur-
ther of a citizen. You, on the contrary, fhould
let your children fee, that you know how to dif-
tingwth between indifcretion and wickednefs ;
and fhould yourfelves appear moft difpleafed,
where you have realon to believe Gop 15 fo.
. Nor fhould your corrections at any ume be
too fevere. It is prettily faid by Dr. Tillotfon on
this occalion, ¢ That whips are not the cords of
aman ;" They fhould be ufed in a family, only
(as the fword in the republic) as the laft remedy
when all others have been tried 1n vain ;
and then fhould be fo uled, as that we

may appear to Imitate the compaflion of our hea-

venly Father, who doth not affli&t willingly, nor
arieve the children of men.

WiuicH leads me to add, that we fhould be
orcatly cautious, that correction be not inflifled

3
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{ri an unbecoming manner-: and it always is fo,
when 1tis given 1a a palfion. A parent’s cor-
refting his “child fhould be regarded as an alt of
domeltic juftice; which therefore fhould be ad-
miniftered with a due folematty and decorum ;
and to behave otherwife on the occafion, is al-
moft as great an indecency, as for a judge to pafs
fentence in a rage. It is injurious to outiclvcs,
as 1t tends to fpml our own temper ; for peevifh-
nefs and paffion will grow upon us; by being
indulgéd towards thole who dare not oppole
them : And it 1s on many accounts injurious to
our children. Solomoa intimates, that correéti-
on and inftrufion fhould be joined, wiwn he
fays, The rod and reproof give wifdoin. But
wht room is there for the (till voice of wifdom
to be heard tn a ftorm of fury ? If your children
{ce, that you aft calmly and mildly; if they
read parental tendernefs nyour hearr, throuch
an awful frown on your brow ; 1if they percetve
that cotreétion is your ftrange work, a violence
which you offer to yourfelves from a principle ot
duty to Gop and affection to them ; they muft
be obdurate indeed, if they do not receive it
with reverence and love; for this 1s both a ve-
nerable and an amiable charatter.  But if once
they imagine, that you chaftife them merely to
vent your paflion, and gratify your refentment,
they will fecredly defpile, and perhaps hate you
for it: In that inftance at lealt, they will Jook

upon you as their enemles, and may, by a con-
tinued
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¢inded courle of fuch feverities, contralt fuch an
averflion, not only to you, but to all that you
recommend to them. Thus you may lofe your
authority and your 1nfluence, by the very me-
thod you take to fupport 1t, and may turn a
wholefone, thouzh bitter medicine, 1t poifon.
But I hope and E.u[’t that your hurmmw and

your prudence will concur to prevent fo fatal an
abufe.

2. IF you deflire fuccefs in your attempts for
the education of your children, you muft
be careful to fecure their affection to you. -

QOur Lorp obferves, that if any man love

him, he will keep his word ; and the affertion is
applicable to the prefent cale: The more your
children love you, the more will rthey regard
your inftructions and admonitions, Gob has in-
deed made 1t their duty to Iove you, and the
moft indifpenfible laws of gratitude require it;
yet fince fo many children are evidently wanting
1n filial affcétion, 1t is certain that all this may
not fecure 1t tn-your’s, unlefs you add a tender
obliging behaviour to all the other benefits you
have conferred upon them. I oblferved under a
former head, that you fhould addre(s them in an
affe&tionate manner when difcourfingon religious
fubjects ; but now I add, that you fhould carry
the temper through life, and be daily endeavour-
ing to render yourfelves amiable to them. The
Apoftle cauttons parents that they fhould not
provoke thelr chil h“en to wrath, if they would
bring
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{mng them up in the nurture and admonition of
“the TLorp: On the contrary, you fheuld puton
the kindeft looks, you fhould ufc the moft en-
dearing and condefcending language;; you fhould
overlook many little failings, and exprefs a high

complaccncy in what is really regular and laud-
able in"their behaviour. And though youmuft
{bmetimes over-rule their defives, when | impati-
ently cager, yet far from delighting generally tn
crofs them, you fhould rather ftudy their incli-
nations, that you may furprize them with unex-
peted favours. Thus will they learn guietly
to refer themfelves to your care, and will more
eaﬁly fubmit to' mortification and denial, when
it is not made neceffary by clamourous and im-
petuous demands.  Op the whole, you thould
endeavour to behave fo, as that your children
may love your companv, and of choice be much
tn it ; which will preferve them from innume-
fable fnares, and may furnith you with many
*bppnrtunmes of forming their temper and be-
“haviour by imperceptible degrees, to what may

be decent, amiable and excellent |
Ir you manage thefe things with prudence,

you need not fear, that fuch conde{'cemtons, as
, I have now recommended; will impair your au-
thorlty far from that, they will rather eftablifh
it.  The fuperiority of your parental charatles
may be maintained in the midft of thefe indul-

gences; and when it 1s thus attempered, 1t 15

moft likely to produce that mixture of reverence
angd
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and love, by which the obedience of a child 1s

to be diftinguithed from that of a flave,

3. You mult be folicitous to keep your chil-
dren out of the way of temptation, if you
would fee the fuccels of your care in their
- education,

Ir you are not on your guard here, you will
probably throw down what you have buit, and
build up that which you have been endeavowring
to deftroy. An eaily care muft be taken to keep

them from the occalions, and the very appear-
ances of evi]. We would not venture their in-
fant {teps on the brink of a precipice on which
crown perfuns, who know how to adjuft the
poife of their bodies, may walk without extreme
danger.  More hazardous mighe it be, to allow
the to trifle wich temptations, and boldly to
venture to the -utmoft limits of that which &

Lawful, And early tendernefs of con{tience may

be a great prefervative; and the excefs of ftni&-

nels (though no excels be deiirable,) may prove
much fifer than an excefs of liberty,

Bab company is undoubtedly one of the moft
formidable and .pernicious entanglements. By
forming friendfhips with perfons of a vicious
charalter, many a hopeful youth has learnt their
ways, and found a fa[al (nare to his foul. You
thould be very watchful to prevent their con-
traCting fuch dangerous friendthips ; and where
you difcover any thing of that kind, theuld en.
deaveur, by all gentle and endearing methods,

o o
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to draw them off from them; but 1f they fiil]
peifift, you muft refolve to cut the knot you
cannot untie, and let your children know, they
mufl either renounce their affociates, or thc’ir pa-
rents. One refolute ftep of this kind mighe

nave prevented the ruin of mulutudes, who have
fallen 2 facrifice to the importunities of wicked
companions, and the weak Indulgence of im-
prudent parents; who have contented themf{elves
with blaming, what they ought (lrenuoufly to
have redrefled. |
ArL bad company is, in this relpe&t, formi-
dable ; but that 1s moft evidently fo, which is ta
be found at home. Great care ought therefore
to be taken, that you admit none into your fa-
milies, who may debauch the tender minds of
your children, by pernicious opinions, or by
vicious praftices, This is a caution which
" fhould be particularly remembered, In the cale
of fervants, Take heed you do not bring into
your families fuch as may diffufe infection thro’
. the fouls of your dear offspring. Itis a thoufand
times better to put up with fome inconveniences
and difadvantages, when you have reafon to be-
lieve a fervant fears Gop, and will from a pria-
ciple of confcience be faithful in watching over
your children, and in feconding your religious
care in their edueation ; than to prefer ﬁJc 1, a$
while they are, perhaps, managing. your tempo-
ral affairs ﬁ)methmg better, may pervert your
children to the lervice of the dcvil. ] fear, fome
| parents
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parents little think, how much fecret mifchief’
thefe bafe creatures-are doing. And it 1s very
poffible, that if fome of you recolledt what you
may have obferved among the companions of
of your childhood, you may find inftances of
this nature, which riper years have not fince

given you opportunity to dicover. See to it

therefore, that you be diligently on your guard
here.

Acamn: If you fend your children to places
of education, be greatly cautious in your choice
of them. Dearly will you purchale the greateft
advantages for learning, at the expenie of thole
of a religious nature, And 1 will turn out of
my way to add, that {chool-mafters and tutors
will have a dreadful account to give, 1f they are
not faithfully and tenderly folicitous for the fouls
of thole committed to their care. The Lorp
pardon our many defe&ts here, and quicken us
to greater diligence and zeal —But to return :

Give me leave only to add, that it is of the
higheft importance; if you would not have - all
your Jabout 1n the education of your children
Joft, that you fhould be greatly cautious with
reaard to their fettlement in the world,  Ap-
prenticefhips and marriages, 1nto irreligious fa-
milies, have been the known fources of 1nnu-
merable evils.- They, who have expoled the
fouls of their children to apparent danger, for
the fake of fome fecular advantages, bave uften

livéd ro fee them drawn alide to praflices ruin-

Ser, 111, G OUS
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ous to their temporal, as well as their eternal in-
terefts.,. Thus their own iniquity has remarka-
bly correted them: And I heéartly pray that
the Gop of this world may never be permitied
thus to blind your eyes; but that you, my friends,
may learn, from the calamities of other families,
that wholefome leflan, which, if you negledt i,
others may perhaps hereafier learn from the ruin
of ‘yours. - |
4. SEE to 1t, that you confirm your admoni-
tions by a {uitable example, if you defire
on the whole that they fhould prove uleful
to your children,

A consciousnzss of the irregularity of out
own behaviour, In any remarkable inftances
which may fall under their obfervation, will pro-
bably abate .much of that force and authority
with which we might otherwife addrefs them.
When we know they may juftly retort upon us,
at Jeaft 1 their minds, thofe words of the apof-
tie, thou that teachelt another, teacheft thou
not thyfelf ? Surely a fenfe of guilt and of fhame
muft either entirely filence us, or at leaft impair
that freedom and confidence, with which we
might otherwife have exhorted or rebuked.

Or had we fo much compofure and affurance,
as to put on all the lorms of innocencé and vir-
tue, could we expelt regard, when our ations
contradiéted our difcourfes, or hope they thould
reverence inftrutions, ~which their teachers
themiclves appear 1o defpife ? It is 1n the gemle-

Ia
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ral true, that there is'a filent, but powerful ora«
tory in example, beyond the torce of the moft
elegant and expreffive words; and the example -
of parents has often a particular weight with their
children ; which feems to be alluded to in that
exhortation of St. Paul, Be ye follswers (01 Imi-
tators) of God, as dear children.- So that on
the whole, as a very celebrated writer well ex-
preffes it, ¢ To give children good inftruction,
and a bad example, 1s but beckoning to them
with the hand to fhew them the way to heaven,
while we take them by the hand and lead them
in the way to hell.,” * We fhould therefore moft .
heartily concur in David’s refolution, as ever we
hope our families fhould be religious and happy =
Twill bebave myfelf wifely in a perfel way; I
will walk within my boufe with a perfelt beart,

5. CueerruLLy accept of all proper affift-

ances in the education of your children, if
- you defire it may fucceed well.

It will be your wifdom to accept of the affift-
ance, which may be offered, either from books
or friends. Books may in this refpelt be very
ufetul to you ; the book of Gop above all ; both
to furnifh you with materials for this great work,
and to inftrut you 1n the manner of performing
it. Other writings may be fublervient to this
purpofe, Wife and pious treatifes on the lub-
je& of education may be read with great plea-
{ure and advantage ; and you may receive f{in-
gular affiftance from thofe catechifims, and pray-

G 2 €IS
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ers, and fongs for children, with which moft of
your families are now furnifhed, through the
condefcenflion of one valuable friend in writing
them, and the generolity of another in beftowing
them upon us. I hope you will exprefs your
thank{ulnefs to both, by a diligent care to ufe
them ; and I perfuade myfelf, that you and yours
-inay abundantly find your account in them ; for
while the language 1s {o plain and eafy, that even
an infant may underftand it, you will often find
not only a propriety, but a ftrength and {ubli-
mity in the fentiments, which may be improv-
ing to perfons of advanced-capacities, There is
much of that milk, by which ftrong men may be
entertained and nourifhed.

I apD, that in this important work, you thould
gladly embrace the affiftance of pious and pru-
dent friends. 1 can by no means approve that
Lacedemonian law, which gave every citizen a
power of correting s neighbour’s children,
and made 1z Infamous for the parent to-complain
ofit: Yet we muft all allow, that confidering
the great importance of education, a concern for
the happinefs of -families and the public, will
require a mutual watchfulnefs over each.other in
_ this refpect © Nor 1s there any 1maginable rea-
fon to exclude this from the number of thofe
heads on which we are to admonifh one another,
and to confider each other to provoke unto goud
works,

NOTHING
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Norurve feems more evident than this; and
one would {uppole, that -perfons, who are ac-
quainted with human nature, thould fulpedt,
that {elf tove might work under this form, and .
thac thev might be a little blinded by a partial
affection fo their offspring.  Such a refleftion
might engage them at lealt patently, or rather
thankfully, to hear the feaniments, and recetve
the admonitions of their friends on this head..
But inftead of this, there is in many people a
kind of parental pride, (if I may be allowed the
expreflion) which feldom fails to exert itfelf on
fuchan occafion. They are fo confident in their
own wavy and do fo majefterially delpife the opia
nivn of others, that one would almoft imagine,
they took it for grunted, that with every child
nature had given to the parent a certain {tock
of infallible wifdom for the management of it ;
or that, 1f they thought otherwifz, they rather
chofe their children fhould be ruined by their
own conductt, than {aved by any foreign advice.
if this arrogance only rerdered the parents ridi-
cujous, one fheould not need to be greatly con-
cerned about 1t ; efpecially as their high com-
placency in themfelves would make them eafy,
whatever others might think or fay of them:
But when we confider the unhappy confequences
it may produce, with regard to the temper and
condult of the rifing generation, it will appear a
very ferious evil, well worthy a particular men-
tion, and a particular care to guard againft it.

G 3 As
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As for the afliftance of minifters in this worl
of education, T perfuade myfelf you will be fo
wife as thankfully to embrace 1t, both in public
and private ; and let me urge you to improve it
to the utmoft., Accuftom your children to an
early conftancy and feriouine(s 1n attending di-
vine ordinances, and be often yourfelves enqui-
ring, and give us leave fometimes to enquire how
they advance in acquaintance with religion; and
in fove to it. And more particularly let them
attend to our catechetical lectures, which are pe-
culiarly intended for their {ervice.

I BrLEss Gop, [ have feen the happy effeéls of
‘this exercife, both 1o the places where I was edu-
cated whilft a child, and 1 thofe where I was
formerly fixed ; and as I am now introducing it
among you, with an intention to continue It as
long as I am capable of public fervice, T promife
myfelf your moft happy concurrence in it. I
will not at large infift on the advantages which
may attend it.  You eafily fee, that it will be an
engagement to the children to learn thofe excel-
Yent fummaries of divine truth, when their pro-
grefs in them is {o often examined : By repeating
1t themfelves, and hearing it rehearfed by others,
3t will be more deeply fixed upon their memo-
ries : The expofition of 1t in a plain and familiar
manner may inuch improve their under{tandings
in the dorines and duties of religion : And 1
will add, you who are parents may, by attending
on thefe occafions, pofibly learn fomething as to

| the
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the way of opening and explaining things, which
you may fuccefstully practife at home.  In con-
{fequence of all, we may hope, that, by the divine
blefling, {fome, good impreffions may be made on
the minds of ‘children. And when they find a
_‘m‘nl&E‘l willing to take pains to inftruct them;
when they hear him {erioufly and tenderly plcadmo'
with them, and pleading with Gob for them, it may
much-engage thetr affcctions to hlm, and fo pro-
mote his ufefulnefs among them, in other ordinan-
ces, and in future years, And givr: me leave to fay
upon this head, that as no wife and good minifter
will think it beneath him, to defire the affection
of the children of his congregation ; {o it is the
duty of parents to cherith in %wlr offspring, {en-
timents of refpe¢t and love to all the falthf'ul
minifters of Curist, and efpecially towards
thofe who ftatedly labour among them. What-
ever miftakes you may difcover in our condu&,
or whatever deficiencies 1n our public miniftra-
tions, you fhould ftudy to conceal them f{rom
the notice of your children; left they fhould
arow up in contémpt of thofe, whofe fervices
inight otherwife be highly advantageous to them,
6. L.asTLy, Be earncft in prayer to Gop for
his b]eﬂ‘ncr on yeur attempts in the educa-
tion of your children, if you defire to fee
- “them fuccefstul.
Tuis I would leave with you as my laft ad-
wice; and though I have had frequent occafion
to hint at it before, I would now more particu-

larly
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larly urge it on your attentive regard. Gon is
the author of every good and every perfeét o
it is He who has formed the mind and the tonm e,
and who teaches man knowiedge and addrefs,
On him therefore mult you fix your dependance,
_to teach you fo to conceive of divine things, and
fo to exprels your conceptions. of them, as may
“be moft {uited to the capacities, the difpoficons,
_and the circumftances of yoor children; and to
him you muft look to teach them to profir by
all, by -his almighty grace to open their ear unto
difcipline, and to bow their heait unto under-
ftanding.
A HEATHEN poet could teach the Romans, in

a form of public and folemn devotion, to lock
up to heaven for influences from thence, to form
their youth to the love and pradlice of virtue.
Surely you, my friends, are under much greater
obligations to do 1t, and that1n a chriftian man.
ner ; earneftly entreating the Gop of grace, to
fend down on your rifing offspring the “effufions

of that blefled {pirit, which was purchaled by
the blood of CaRrIsT, and is depoﬁted in his

compaffionate hand. 1f you haye rtafted that
the LLorp 1s gracious, you are daily living on
thofe fupplies ; let it be your conftant errand at
the throne of grace, to plead for your children
there. Wreftie with Gob in fecret, for the life
of their fouls, and for thole regenerating influ-
ences on which it depends ; and in thofe family
devotions, which ] h0pe you dare not neglect,
let
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let the hittle ones, from their earlieft infancy, .
have a fhare 1n your remembrance. You may
humbly hope, that He, by whofe encourage-
ment and command you pray, will not fuffer
thele fupplications to be like water fpilc upon
the ground ¢ and, in the nature of things, it may
tend to make fertous imprefiions on the minds
of your children, to hear their own cafe menti-
oned in prayer, and may difpole them with great-
er regard, to attend on what you fuy to them,
wihen they find you fo frequently, fo folemnly,
and {o tenderly pleading with Gob for them.

‘Dourt not that every faithful minifter of
CurisT will moft heartily concur with you, i
fo areat and neceflary a requeft. May Gop re-
turn to our united addrefies an an(wer of peace!
May he pour out bis [fpirit on our [eed, and his
blefling on our offspring, that they may grow up
before him as willows by the water courfes ; that
they may be to their parents for a comfort, to the
church for a [apport, and to our Gop for @
name and o praife! AME N,
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On the Eduéation of CHILDREN.

PRO V., XXIIL 6,

Train up a Child in the way be
 fbould g0y and when be is oldy be

will 1ot “depart from 2£,

W&ﬁ?@ N treating on this fubje® of
: 5@ c999ese @ﬁ educartion, I have all along en-
,‘@3 ‘ ggé deavoured, according to my
‘83 345 ulual manner, to make my dif-

§ 9090009 975 courfes as practical as I could.

ﬁ%ﬁﬁi{?i.@ While 1 was defcribing and re-

commending the way, and offering my advices,
with regard to the manner of conduéting chil-
dren 1nto it, moft of what I faid under thofe
generals was an application to you. | ha}}é‘
therefore left myfelf the lefs to do here ; yer:l:
was not willing to conclude my difcourfes on'a
fubject, which it is probable I thall never fo
largely refume, withoue

- : FourTHLy,

h o
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FourTHLY, a particvlar addrefs to my hear-
ers, according to your different relations, and
characters in life.

Tris 1 promifed as my foarth and laft gene-
ral, and 1 enter on 1t without farther preface:
humbly begging, that Goo, who has fo inti-
mate ap accels ro all our hearts, would enable
me to fpeak 1n the moft awakening and edifving
manner ; and that he would by fiis bleffed lplrir,
apply’it to your conlciences, that it mav be as
a nail faftened in a fure place; that hearing and
knowing thefe things for yourfelves, you may
hear and know them for your good.

I wourLp here particularly addrefls myfelf~—
firlt to parents, then to children—and 1n the
Laft place, to thofe young perfons who are grown
up to years of maturity, but not yet fixed in
families of their own. -

I. Let me addrefs my difcourfe to thofe of
you who are parents; whether you have
been negligent of the duties I have now
‘been urging, or through grace have been
careful 10 the difcharge of them,

1. To thole who have been grofsly negligent
In this important care. --

I mave here one advantage not common to
every fubject ; 1 mean, that tne gutlty will im-
mediately know themielves, When we apply
ourfelves in general 1o unconverted {inners, 1g-
norance of the nature of true rehgion, a neglect

of converfing with your own fouls, or the inf-
I]Udtlnﬂ'
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nuating prejudices of felf -love, may difguife the
true ftate of the cafe, and teach people to fpeak
peace to themfelves, under the moft awful de-
nunciations of wrath and vengeance. But here,
one would Imagine, that the recollettion of a
few moments might be fufficient to determine

the cafe ; becauvfe the queftion relates to paft fack,
and that not merely 1o one particolar action,
but to a long train and fucceffion of laboursand

attempts.
Now let your confciences witnefs, whetner |

am guilty of a breach of charity, when 1 take it
for granced, that there are fome among you who
have been, and are, very negligent of the duty
I have now been enforcing ! You have probably
contented vourfelves with teaching your children
to read, and letting them to learn, like parrots,
a praver, and, perhaps too, 3 catechifm and a
creed,  But I appeal to your con{ciences, Have
you from the very day of their birth to this time,
~ever {pent one hour 1n {erioufly inftruciing them
in the knowledge of Gop, and endeavouring to
form them to his fear and {ervice ; in fetting be-
fore them the nufery of their natural condition,
and urging them to apply to Curist for life and
falvation ; in reprefenting the folemnities of
death, and judgisent, and the €ternal world,
and urging an immediate and diligent prepara-
tion for them? Where 1s the time, where the
place, that can witnefs, that you have been
pouring out your fouls before Gep on thetr
| aCCOunt,
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account, and wreftling with him for their lives, as
lknowing they muft penfh for ever, without the
rmh[eoufnel'q of his Son, and the grace of his
SprriT ? Where, or when, have you thus prayed.

with them, or for them? What fermon have

you heard,. what fcripture have you read, with
this thouoht, « Thiswill I carry to my chlldren,

and communicate to them as the food of their
fouls 2" 1 fear there are feveral of you who have
been fo far from doing it, that you have hardly
ever ferioufly thought of it as a thing to be done,

Axp ] would afk, Why have you not thought
of it, and why have you not done it ? Are thefe
creatures that you have produced like the
other animals of your houfes or your field, mere
animated {yltems of flefh and blood, made to
take a turn 1n life for a few days and months,
and then to fink into everlafting forgetfulnefs ?
Or are they rational and immortal creatures,
that muft exift for ever in heaven, ot in hell ?
This is not a matter of doubt with you; and yet
you behave, as if the very contrary to what you
believe were evident, certain truth. In fhort, it
is the moft barbarous part you act, and more
like that of an enemy than a parent,

1T 1s not that you are infenfible of the wo 1{-
ings of parental tendernefs. No, far from that
may perhaps formetimes rife to a weak and crimi-
nal dotage ; vet I repeat 1t again, you are alting
a hoftile and barbarous part. You are greatly {o-
licitous for their temporal happinefs, For this.

Ser. 1V, H you
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you labour and watch ; for this you deny vour-
felves many an enjoyment, and fubject yourfelves
to many an vuneafy circumftance: But, alas!
Sirs, where is the real friendfhip of all this,
while the precious foul is neglected ? Your chil-
dren are born with a corrupted nature, pervert-
ed by finful examples, ignorant of Gob, in a
ftate of growing enmity to hum, and, 1n con-
fequence of all, expofed to his wrath and curfe,
and in the way to everlafting ruin; In the mean
fime 1t 1s your great care, that they may pafs
through this precarious, momentary life, in eafe
and pleafure, perhaps in abundance and graa-
deur ; that is,"in {uch circumftances, as Wl“
probably lull them into a forgetfulneis of their
danger, ’ull there be no more hope, FHow cruel
a kindnefs !

IT brings to my mind the account which an
ancient writer gives of the old Carthagenians,
which I can neyer recollet without great emo-
tion. He is fpeaking of that diabolical cuftom
which {o long prevailed among them, cf offering
their children 1o a deteftable 1do), which was
formed in fuch a manner that an infant put into
his hands, which were {tretched out to receive
it, would 1mmediately fall into a gulf of fire,
I’Ie adds a circumftance, which one cannot men-
tion without horror ; that the mothers, who with
-their own hands prefented the hrtle innocents,
- thought it an unfortunate omen that the victim

fhould be ofiered weeping ; and therefore ufed
a great
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g great many fond artifices to divert it, that
foothed by the kiffes and carefles of a parent, 1t
might {mile in the dreadful moment 1 whicli it
was to be given up to the idol. Pardon me,
my friends ; fuch is your parental care and love ;
fuch your concern for the prefent eafe and proi-
perity of your children, while their fouls are
neglefted ¢ A fond folicitude, that they may
pafs {iniling into the hands of the deltroyer !
You know, with what juft feverity Gobp rec-

kons with the Ifraelites for their abominable
wickednefs, in taking his fons and his daughters
(for fo he calls the children of his profefling
people) and facrificing them to be devoured :
And can you fuppofe, he will take no notice of
the unnatural neglett of your's ! Not to endea~
vour to fave, is to deftroy; and 1s it a little guile,
when an immortal foul is in queftion ? You pro--
bably remember thofe tetrible words 1n Ezekiel ;
(may they be deeply infcribed on the hearts of
all whom they concern!) Son of maw, I bave
wade thee a watchman to the hboufe of Ifrael,
therefare bear thou the word from my mouth, and
give them warning froim me ; and if thea [peakeft
not to warn the wicked from bis wicked way, to
[uve bis life, the [ame wicked man fhall die in
bis iniquity, but bis blood will I require at thine
band, If ever you read this paffage with at-
tention, you mult own 1t 1s exceedingly aw-
ful, and muft be ready to fay, “ The Loorp be
merciful to minifters! they have a folemn ac-

H 2 count
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count to give.” Indeed they have; and we
thank you, 1f you ever beflow a compallionate
thought and prayer upon us. bBut permit me
to remind you, and though it be our cafe, 1t is
not our’s alone ; you have likewile your fhare in
1t.  Your children are much more immediately
committed to your care, than you and they are
committed to our’s ; and, by all parity of reafon,
if they perifh in their iniquities, while you neg-
let to give them warning, their blood will be
required at your hand.

Anp when Gop comes to make inquifition
for that blood, how will you be able to endure
it? That awful day will open wpon you, and
the tribunal of Gop, 1n all its terrors, will ftand
unveiled before you, Give me leave to dire&t
your eyes to it in this diftant profpect, while
‘there is yet room to mitigate thofe terrors.  If
yot go on in this cruel negligence of the fouls
of your children, how will you dare to meet
them at that judginent-feat ¢ How will you be
able to anfwer the great FaTHER of {pirits, when:
cxpoftulating with you on account of his off-
{pring, as well as your’s, who have been betray-
ed and ruined by your neglett? ¢ Inhuman
creatures,” (may He juftly fay) “to whom
{hould I have committed the care of them, ra-
ther than to you? Did they not, by my ap-
pointment, derive their being from you ? Did I
not implant in your hearts the natural affections

of parents towards them ? And to increafe the
| obligation,
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obligation, did they not pafs through the ten-
der fcenes of infancy and childhood in your
arms, and under your eye ? If you had no com-
paffion for their perithing {ouls, 1f you would
exert no efforts for their deliverance and falvati-
on, from whom could thofe compaffions, thofe
elforts have been expefted ! But wherein did
they appear? Bebold the book of my remem-
brance, the records of thy life, thrown open be-
fore thee : Where is the memorial of one hour
{pent in holy inftruftion, or in fervent prayer
with them, or for them? Can I approve, can I
acquit you or: fuch a review ? Or fhall I not ra-
ther vifit for thefe things, and fhall not my {oul
be avenged for fuch a condult as this #”

Axp your children.—will they be filent on the
occafion ? Did Adam, in the diftrels and amaze-
ment of his foul, when in the prefence of hig
Fudge, accufe Eve his wife, fo lately taken from
his fide, and committed to his protection; and
ftill, no doubt, appearing lovely 1n the midft of
forrow ? and will your children 1n that terrible
day fpare you? You may rather expect, they
will labour to the utmolt to aggravate a cnime
which cofts thein fo dear, that fo they may, if
poffible, alleviate their own guilt, or if not, in-
dulge their revenge. “ O Gop,” (may they
perhaps then cry out in the moft prercing 2ccents
of indignation and defpair) ¢ thou art righteous
in the fentence thou paffeft upun us, and we
jultly die for our own iniquity, We Fave de-

H H 3 ftyyed
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ftroyed ourfelves. But wilt thou not remember,
that our ruin i1s ta part chargeable here ? Had
thefe our parents been faithful to thee, and to us,
it had perhaps been prevented. Had our infan-
cy been formed by religious inftrution, we
might not have grown up to wickednefs ;- we
might not, in the advance of life, have defpifed
thy word, and transpled on thy fon ; but might
‘this day have been owned by thee as thy chil-
dren, and have ri‘en to that inheritance of hght,
and glory, which we now behold at this unap-
proachable diftance. Oh! curfed be the father
‘who begat us ; curfed the wombs that bare us ;
curfed the paps that gave us fuck! Remember
us, O Lorp, whilft thou art judging them ; and
let us have this one wretched comfort, in the
midft of all our agonies, that it 1s not with im-
punity that they have betrayed our fouls !”
THis is indeed fhocking and diabolical lan-
guage ; and for that very realon, it is fo much
the more probable on fo dreadful an occafion.
And give me leave to afk you one queftion, my
friends, and T will conclude the head. If your
children were thus crying out againft you 1n the
bitternels of their fouls, could you attempt to
- filence them, by reminding them of the care
which you took of their temporal affairs, or of
the riches and grandeur in which you left them
on earth ? Nay, could you have the heart fo
much as’to mention fuch a trifle? And 1f you
could not, then, in the name of Gop, Sirs,(imw
‘ O
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do you fatisfy yourfelves to confine all your
thoughts and labours to that, which, by your
own confel’ﬁon, will neither fecure your children
from everla[’cin‘g deftruction, nor give them one

moment’s relief in the review, when they are
falling into 1t 2

I wiLL make no apology for the plainnefs,
and earneftnefs, which I have ufed. Eternal in-
terefts are at {‘take, and the whole tenor of fcrip-
ture fupports me in what I fay. 1 had rather
you thould be alarmed with hearing thefe things
from me now, than tormented with hearmcr
them in another manner from your children, and
from Gop at laft. If you pleafe to take proper
meafures for preventing the danger, [ have told
you the way at large: If you do not, I hope I
may fay, <[ am in ! this refpe& clear from vour
blood, and the blood of your's, who may perith
by vour means : Look you to1t.”

Burt it is high time that I proceed 1n my ad-
drefs, and apply myfelf, '
2. To thofe parents, who have been careful

to difcharge the duty, we have {o copioufly
defcribed and inforced.

I cannor fuppofe, that any of us would pre-
tend to maintain, that in this, or any other
branch of dutv, we have atted up to the utmoft
extentand perfe&ion of our rule. I hope anhum-
ble fenfe of the deficiencies of all the beft of our
fervices, is frequently leading us to the believing
views of a better righteoulnefs than our own, in

which
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which alone we can dare to appear before a holy
- Gob, and anfwer the demands of his perfet law,
Neverthelefs, it is furelv allowable to rejoice in
the teftimony of our confcience; with regard to
. the regularity of our own behaviour, fo far as it
15 conforrmable to reafon and fcripture; and it
1s an important duiy, thanktully to own thofe
influencesof fan&ifying and ftreng thening grace,
by which we are what we are.

IT is with great pleafure I recollect the reafon
I have to belicve, that many of you, chriftians,
who hear me this day, are in the main, confci-
entioufly practifing thefe duties ; and that fome
of you were doing it long before T was capable
of exhorting and direfting you. Acknowledge
the fingular goodnefs of Gop, by which you have
been excited to them, and furn:fhed for them.

Moge efpecially have you reafon to adore it,
if through grace you can fay, with regard to
the prefent {uccefs, what vou may certainly fay,
as to the future recompence, that your labour in
the Lorp is not in vain. T.et Gop have the
olory of his own work. T perfuade myfelf] you
underftand the gofpel too well, to afcribe it to
the prudence of your own condud, to the
ftrength of your reafoning, or to the warmth
and tendernels of your addrefs. Whatever of
thefe advantages you have pofiefled, were derived
from Gob ; and your very care for your offspring
is, (as the apoftle expreffes it in a like cafe) the
earneft care which Gop has put into your hearts.

But it was not this care, or thefe advantages
alone,
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dlone, that produced {o happy an effed. In
vain had your dodtrine from day to day dropped
as the rain, and diftilled as the dew, 1n the moft
geatle and inlinuating manner; 1a vain had the
precious feed of the word been {own with un-
wearied diligence, and watered with tears too ;
had not Gop comimanded the operations of his
blefled {pirit to come down, as a more efficacious
rain, as more fruitful thowers to water their hearts.
Oh! be not infenfible of the favour. Your
own fouls might to this verv dav, have been a
barren wildernefs, a land of drought, an habita.
tion of devils; and behold, not only they, but
your families too, are like a ficld, like a garden,
which the Lorp has bleffed. Gop might have
cut you off many years ago, for your negleét of
his covenant, or your breaches of it; and be-
hold, he is eftablithing 1t, not only with you,
but your feed after you, for an everlafting cove-
nant., Methinks your hearts fhould overfiow with
gratitude and holy joy, while you dwell on fuch
refletions as thefe. This thould add a relith to
all the pleafure you find 1n converfing with your
children: This thould quicken you to a farther
diligence 1n cultivating thole graces, which you
have the fatisfaGion to fee already implanted :
This thould recorcile vou to all the afflictions,
with which Providence may exercife, either you
or them: This fhould fupport you in the view
of a {eparation, either by your own death, or
theirs ; fince you have fo comfortable a hope,
that
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that if they are removed they will go to a hei-
venly Father, and that if they are left behind you,
they W1ll be fafe and happy under his care, ’till
you meet in a better world, where vou will be
for ever to each other a mutual glory and joy.

But I cannot congratulate you on this occa-
“fion, without the danger of adding affhiltion to
the affliCted parents, whofe circumitances, alas'
are far different from your’s. 1 fear, my friends,
that there are fome among you, who look round
you, and look forwards, with far different profa
petts ; fome who are, with bleeding hearts, bor-
rowing the complaint, which we who are minif-
ters of the gofpel, fo frequeatly breathe forth,
We bave laboured in vain, and fpent our fivength
for naught.” <Oh!” (may you perhaps add)
‘“ that it were only in vain! thofe dear children,
which we early devoted to Gop 1n baptifin,

which we endeavourcd to educate in the know-
ledge and fear of the Lorp, the children of our
hopes, the children of our prayers, are unfruitful
unto all our cultivation, or, it may be, vifibly
turned afide from the good ways in which they
were trained up; as if they had known them
only to reject and affront them: So that, we have
reafon to fear, that all we have done, as it 1s an
aggravation of their gullt, will be a proportional
aggravation of their rwin.’

It is indeed a very pitiable cafe, We owe
you our compaffions, and we owe you our pray-

ers 3 but permit us to intermix our confolations
and



[ 95 1

and our admonitions, You have at leaft deli-
vered your own fouls; and as you parucipate in
the forrows of faithful minifters, you may fhare
in their comforts too; and {ay with them, tho’
the objeéls of our compaffionate care be not ga-
thered, vet thall we be glorified, for our work
is with the LorD, and our reward with our Gop.
Go on therefore 1n the midft of all-your difcou-
ragements, and, 1n this refpect, be not weary
in well-doing. Take heed of fuch a defpair, as
would cut the finews of future endeavours, If
your child were labouring under any bodily dif-
temper, you would be very unwilling thar the
phylicians fhould quite give him over, and try
no farther medicines; You would follow them,
and fay, * can nothing more be done? Is there
not the lealt glimmering of hope i Alas! my
friends, a child given up by a pious parent, is,
to a believing eye, a much more melancholy
ficht, than a parent given over by the phylicians.
Excufe me then, if I follow you with the quef-
tion,  Can nothing more be done ™ [s there
not the leaft glimmering of hope ?” Who told
you, that the fentence of condemnation is fealed,
while you are fure 1t 1s not exccured. Ts the
danger extreme ? Let your efforts be fo much
the more zealous, your admonitions {o much
the more frequent and {erious, your prayers fo
much the more earneft and importunate  And
on the whole (to allude to the words of David,

on a much lower occafion) Who can tell wheu
thes
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ther Gop will be gracious to you, that the child
may live ? And the {ad apprehenfions which you
now entertain, may only ferve to increafe the joy
with which you fhall then fay, This my fon
was dead, and is alive again ; he was loft and
is found.

II. 1 wourp addrefs myfelf to children: To
you, the dear lambs of the flock, whom I
iook uvpon as no contempuible part of my
charge. I have been {peaking for you a
great while, and now give me leave to
{peak to you; and pray do you endeavour,
for a few minutes, to mind every word that
I fay.

You {ee, 1t 15 your parents’ duty to bring you
up for Gon. The great Gop of heaven and
earth has been pleafed to give his exprels com-
mand, that you fhould be trained up in the way
in which you fhould go, even in the nurture and
admonition of the Lorp, It is the wonderful
goodnefs of Gop to give fuch a charge; and
methinks you fhould be affefted with it, and
fhould be enquiring what you fhould do in re-
tarn, .

Now there are three things, which I would
alk of every one of you, in return for this gra-
cious notice which the great Gop has taken of
you children ; and I am fure, if you Jove your
own fouls, you will not deny me any of them——
Be willing to learn the things of Gop ; pray for
them who teach you ; and feeto it, vou do not

learn
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jearn them in vain. Liften diligently, that you
may underftand and remember each of thefe.

1. Bz willing to learn the things of Gop.

Tre things of Gop are very delightfnl, and
they are very uvfeful; and,. whatever you may
think of it, your.life depends on your acquain-
tance with them. So Carist, himfelf{ays, this 15
life eternal, that-they may know thee the only true
Gob, and Jesus CurisT, whom thou haft fent
(Joh. xvii. 3.) Therefore, you children, fhould
not think much of the labour of learning thefe
things. Oh'! far from that, you thould be eve-
ry day upon your knees, begging Gop that you
may be taught to know him, and to know
Curist. Gob has done a great deal more for
you, than he has for many others.  You might
have been born in a place, where you never
would have feen a Bible in all your lves ;
where yod would never have heard the name of
CurisT, where you might never have been in-
fruéted in the nature of duty and f{in, nor have
been told of the world beyond the grave ;. and

fo would probably have fallen into HeH before
you had known there was {uch a place And
the great Gop has ordered matters fo, that you
are born under the light of the gofpel, and have
fuch plain and fuch excellent inftrutions, that
vou may know more of divine thmgs in your
wfancy, than the wife men among the heath-
en did, when they were old and grey-headed,

a0d had fpent ail their lives in ftudy. And will
SER. 1V, I | you
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you be fo ungrateful, as not to be w;llmg ta
learn, when fuch provifion is made for your in-
ftruction ! Gop forbid ! Shall Gop give you
his word, and your parents, and minifters em-
ploy their tme, and their pains, to teach you
the meaning of it, and will you refufe to attend
to 1t ? That were foolifh, and wicked indeed.

I hope much better things of you. That is my
firlt advice : Be willing to learn. 1 add,

2. Pray for thofe who are to teach you.

I wouLp hope, you httle creatures, dare not
live without prayer. I hope Gop, who fees in
fecret, fees many of you on your knees every
moraing and every evening, afking a blefling
from him as your heavenly Father, Now let
me intreat you, that at fuch times you would
pray for thofe who inftruct you in divine things;
pray that Gop would blefs them for 1t, and pray
that he would help them in it. In praying thus
for us, you do 1ndeed pray for yourfelves. There
1s a gracious promife to the people of Gob:
And they fball be all taught of GOD: (John
vi. 45.) Pray, that it may befulfilled. Pray,
that Gop would teach us to teach you; elle we
{hall attempt 1t to a very little purpofe. Pray
- for your parents, and pray for your minifters.

- Pray for your parents: That Gob would
help them to inftruét you in fuch a manner as
they have now been directed: That they may
do it piamly, fo that you may be able te under-
ftand what they fay ; and ferioufly, that you may

~ | be
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be broughit to an holy awe of Gop ; and tenders
ly, that you may be engaged to love Gop and.
his word, and Curist and his ways ; and pray,
that your parents may be ftirred up to do it fre-
guently, to'give you ling upon line, and precept
upon prescpt, that you may be.put in mind of
what you are [o ready to forgert. o
Axp let me defire you, my dear charge, when
you pray for your parents, to pray for your mi-
nifters too. I declare it again 10 the moft pub-
lic manner, 1t 15 my earneft defire that children
would pray for me. And I verily believe, every
faithful minifter of Carist would join with me
in fuch a requeﬁ. We do not, we dare noc,
defpife the prayer of one of thele litile ones. Fag
from that, I am perfuaded it would greatly re-
vive and encourage us, and we fhould hope Gop
had fome fingular mercy in ftore for us, and his
people, if we were fure the children of the con-

gregation were every day, praying for a blefling
on our labours, |

3. Take heed that you do not learn 1a vain,

T1e great truths which you are taught fromn
the word of Gob, are not intended merely to
hll your heads with notions, but to make your
hearts and lives more holy. You know the way
to your father’s houfe every ftep of it, but that
would never carry you home, if you would not
go 1w 1t. . No more will 1t [ignify to know the
way to heaven, unlefs we walk in 1t. Jf you
know thefe things, fays the Lorp Jesus Carise

I 2 “himielf,
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himfelf, bappy are ye if ye do them. And I may
add, that if. ye do them not, it had been hap-
pier for you, if you had never known them.
Dear children, confider it; 1t i1s but a little
while, and you muft die : And when thofe altive
bodies of yours are become cold, mouldering
clay, the great Gop of heaven and earth will
call your fouls to his judgment-feat. As fure as
you are now in this houfe, you will fhortly, very
fhortly, be ftanding before his awful throne.

Then he will examine, to-what purpofe you have
heard fo many religious inftrutions, {o many
good leflons. Then he will examine, whether
you have feared, loved and. {trved him, and re-
cetved the Lorp JEsus into your hearts, as your
Saviour and your King ; whether you have cho-
fen fin or holinefs for your way, earth or heaven
for your portion. And if it be found, that you
have hved without theught, and without praver,
without any regard to the eye of Gop always
upon you, and the word of Gob always before
you, 1t will be a moft Jamentable cafe. You
will have reafon to wifh, you had never heard
of thefe things at all; for he has faid, The fer-
vant that knew bis 1LLORD'S will, aund did it not,
Jhall be beaten with many fripes.  Even while I
am {peaking to you, death 1s coming on; per-
haps his fcythe may cut you down, “while you
are but coming up as flowers. [ fpeak to you
thus plainly and earneftly, becaufe I do not
know but you may be in eternity betore anothes

LORD's-
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Lorp’s-day. Oh! pray earneftly, that Gop
would give you his grace to fit you for glory ;
and that all you may be fo blefled, that you
may be made wile to {alvation by it. The Lorp
grant that 1t may !

Anp I have one thing to tell you for your
encoursgement, and then 1 have done with you
for this tine. How young {oever you.are, and
how broken foever your prayers may be, the
great and glorious Lorp of angels and men,
will be Wl“mﬂ‘ to hear what you fay You may
be [ure to be welcome to the throne of grace,
The Lorp"Jesus: Carist, when he was upon
earth, was very angry with thofe who would
have hindered little children from coming to -
“him: He {aid, lSzzﬁr Jittle children to come unto
me, and -forbid them not, for of fuct is the king-
dom of GOD. Aad CHRIST i5 25 compallionate
now, as ever he was, Go to hin as you may
humbly hope, he will, as it were, take you up
in his arms and blefs you. He has faid it, and
I hope you will never forget 1ty I'love them that
fbove me, and they that feek me early fhall find me.
Oh ! rhat I were but as {ure, that every child in
this affembly would go and afk a bleffing from
CurrsT, as I am that our dear Lorp 1s willing
.to bettow it! But to draw to a conclufion,

IH. 1suarL addrefs myfelf to thofe voung
perfons who are grown up to years of ma-
turity, under the advantages of a religious
education, and are not yet fixed in families
of their own.

I 3 I norg
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I nore, that many of you have been fenfible
of the value of thofe opportunities you have en-
joyed, and by divine grace have been enabled to
improve them well ; yet I muft add, that I fear,
there are others among you, who have unhappi-
Iy negle&ed and abufed them. I muft apply
myfelf diftinétly to each of you.

1, To thofe young perfons, who have neg-
le@ted and abufed the advantages of a reli-
- gious education.

J conress, there are hardly any to whom I
{peak with {o little pleafure, becaufe I have fel-
dom lefs reafon to hope I fhall {ucceed. What
fhall I fay to you? What can I fay, that you
Jave not often heard, .and often defpifed ¢ One
is almoft tempted, in fuch a circumflance, to
turn reafonings and expoftulations into upbraid-
ings; and even to adopt thofe too paffionate
“words of Moles, “ Hear now, ye rebels, you that
bave grown. up in the knowledge, and- yet the con-
‘tempt of divine things ; you that have difappointed
the bopes, and flighted the admonitions of your
pious parents, and fo have broken their [pirits,
and, it may be, their bearts too, and bave brought
down their boary bairs with forrow to the grave.
One way or another you have perbaps filenced
“them. But is it a [mall thing to you, that you
bave thus wearied men, and will you attempt to
weary your GOD alfo 2 Can you dare to bope,
that you fhall at laft carry thofe proud thought-
lefs heads trsumphant over ail the terrors of bis

word &’
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word 2 You imagine it a very happy circum-
{tance, that you have got loofe from thofe mor-
tifying leffons, and unealy reftraints, you were
once under. But really, when one {ferioudly
confiders whither thele hberties lead you, and °
where they will probably end, a juft refentment
of your ingratitude 1s almoft difarmed, and in-
dignation 1s converted 1nto pity.

Avras ! Sinners, the way of all tranfgreflors ig
hard ; but your’s is peculiarly fo. You, to
whom I am now addreffing, are in the mornin
of your days, and it 1s not to be¢ fuppoled, that
the impreflions of a good education are yet en-
tirely effaced.  'What future years may do, |
know not; but hitherto I perfuade myfelf, vou
have frequently your refle¢tions, and your con-
viftions ; convictions which have force enough
to torment you, though not to reform you; to
" plant thorns in the paths of fin, though nor o
reduce you to thofe of duty. But if you feel
nothing of this remorfe and anxiety, fuch a dead
calm'is then more dreadful than the fierceft ftorm
and tumult of thought: A fad indication, that
your courfe in wickednefs has been exceeding
fwift ; indeed fo fwift, that 1t is probable it may
not be long. Oh that 1t might immediately be
ftopped by divine grace, rather than by the ven-
geance you have {fo much reafon to fear?

At lealt be engaged to paule in it for a few
moments, and let reafon and confcience be per.
mitted to {peak, How ts it that you make youre

{clyee
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felves, T-will not fay entirely, but tolerably'eafy #

Is it by the difbelief of chriftianity ? Do you
Jecretly fufped, that the gofpel is but a cunning-
ly-devifed fable ? Yer even that fupicion is not
‘enough. Let me rather afk, «“Are you fo con-
-fident it 1s fo, that you will venture to ftake even
-the life of your fouls upon its fatthood # If you
were come to fuch a confidence, yet it is amaz-
‘g to me, how, even on the principles of natu-
-ral religion -alone, perfons-in your circumftances.
-can make themfelves ealy. Can any of the [i-
-bertines of the prefent age, who believe a Gop,
Amagine that he is altogether fuch an one as
‘themlelves? Can they flutter themfelves fo far
as to-hope, that they, in the ways of negligence,
.profanenefs and debauchery, are like to meét
“with a more favourable weatment from him, than
thofe pious parents whole principles they deride?
-or that this loofe and irregular courfe will end
‘better, than that life of ‘prayer and {elf-denial,
of faith and love, of ipirituality and heavenly-
'mindednefs, which they difcerned in them ? Few
are fo abandoned, even of comirion fenfe, as to
think this ?

BuT thefe are more diftant concerns. T blefs
Gop, this kind of infidelity is not in fathion
here. You affent to the gofpel as true, and
therefore muft know, that Gop, who obferves
and records your conduét now, will bring you
into judgment for it another day. And if you
.20 on thus, how will you ftand in that judg-

ment ¢
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ment ? What will you plead ? On what will you
repofe the confidence of your {ouls, that will
not prove a broken reed, which will go up into
your hand, and pierce ycu deep, in-proportion
to the ftrefls you lay upon it ? While you behave
like a generation of vipers, think not to fay
within yourfelves, We bave Abrabam for our
father, Think not to plead a relation to the
religious parents, whofe Gop and whofe ways
you have forfaken. Think not to plead an early
dedication to him in the baptiimal covenant,
which you have broken, defpiled, and in faét
renounced. Think not to plead that external
profefflion, which you have fo fhamefully con-
tradifted, and even by wearing it, dithonoured,
You will fee the weaknefs of {fuch pleas as thefg,
and will not dare to trifle with that awful tribu-
nal, {o far as to mention them there. And when
you are yourfelves thus filent and confounded,
who will appear as an advocate in your favour ?
Your parents were often prefenting their {uppli-
cations and 1nterceffions for you before the throne
of grace, but there will be no room to prefent
" them before the throne of juftice: Nor will they
have any inclin:tion to do it. All the {prings
of natural fondnefs will be dried up; they will
no longer regard you as their children, when
they fee you in the accurfcd number of the ene-
mies of their Gob. |
AND when you are thus difowned by your pa-
tents, and difowned by Gop, whither will you

caule
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caufe y,our,fh,ame and your terror to go? You,
who have had {o many privileges, and fo many
opportunities, perhaps I may add, fo many fond
prefumptuous hopes too, how will you bear to fee
multitudes coming from carnal and profane fa-
milies, to fhare with your parents 1n the inheri-
tance of glory, from which you are excluded ?
You, who were the children of the kingdom ;
whofe remorfe therefore muft be the more cut-
ting ; whofe condemnation therefore muft be
the more weighty ! Obferve in how firong and
lively a ‘view, our I.orp has reprefented this
awful thought, in words, which, though imme-
diately addreﬂ'ed to the unbelieving Jews, are
remarkably applicable to you: There fball be
Weeping and gnafbing of teethy, when ye fhall [se
Abrabam, and lfaac, and Facob (your pious an-
ceftors) in the kingdom of GOD, and you your-
Jelves thruft out : And many fball come from the
North, and the South, and the Eaft, and the Weft,
and [hall fit down with thew in the rkingdem of
GOD ; but the children of the kingdom (ball be -
caft out into ntter darknefs.

But through the divine forbearance you are
not yet fhut out. There is ftill hope even for
you, if you will now return to the Gop of your
fathers, from whom, by thefe aggravated tran{-
greffions, you have o deeply revolted. Letme
once more then tenderly intreat you, and {olemn-
Iy charge you, by the confolation of ghe living,
and by the memory of, the pious dead, by your

prefent
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preﬁ:nt comforts, by your future hopes, by the
nearly approaching folemnities of death and
judgment, by the mercies of Gop, and by the
blood of a Redeemer, that you coniider and
fhew vourfelves men ; that you fet yourfelyes,
as 1t were, artcmlvely to read over the charalters

infcribed on your memories and underftandings
1n_the courfe of a religious education ; that you
hearken to the voice of confcience repeating
thofe admonitions, and to the voice of the bleff+
ed Gob, as fpeaking in his word to confirm
them; and finally, that you apply to him in a
moft importunate manner, for thofe victorious
influences of his {pirit, which are able to molhfy
and to transform thefe hearts .of {tone, and to
raife even you from {o low a depti of degenera-
cy and danger, to the charater and happinefs
of the genuine children of Abraham. Gobp
forbid, that I fhould fin againft your fouls, and
my own, in cealing to pray that it may be fo !
And now,

2.-1 snary conclude all with an addrefs to
thofe young perfons who have been, thro’
erace, cngaged to a becoming mmprove-
ment of the rellglous education they have
enjoyed.

I mavs the pleafure of being well aflured, that
there are many fuch among you : Many who are
now the joy of minifters and parents, and the
hope of the church for fucceeding years. T.et
mme intreat you, my dear brethren and fr11ends

that
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that you daily ackrowledge the divine poodnefs,
in favouring you with fuch advantages; and,
what 1s {till more valuable, in giving you a heart
to prize and unprove them,

Tuink how different your circumftances
might have been.  Piovidence might have caft
your lot-1n fome diftant age or country, where
the true Gop had been unknown, where your
early fleps had been guided to the groves and
temples of deteftable idols, and you might
poffibly have been taught to confecrate ufk
or murther by the name of devotion. Or
you might have been educated 1n popifh dark-
nefs, where the f{cripture would have been
to you as a fealed book, and you would
have {een chnftianity polluted with idolatrous
rites, on fome accounts more inexcufable than
thole of the heathen, and adulterated with the
moft abfurd and pernicious errors. © There the
miftaken piety of your parents might have prov-
ed a dangerous {nare, whilft it had infuled a
blind, and perbaps a cruel zeal, and a proud,
furious oppofition to all the methods of better-
:nformation.

Nay, even here, in a proteftant country, is it
not too evident, tnere are many families in
which, had you been born and educated, yo
had fare as in darknefs and the thadow of death,
though in the land of light and the valley of
vifion ? Your infant- tongue had been formed to
the language of hell, and exercifed in curfes and

oaths,
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caths, rather than in prayer. . You had early
been taught to deride every appearance of feri-
- ous godlinefs ; and all the irregular propenlities
of nature had been ftrengthened by examples of
wickednels, which might have been futhcient to
corrupt innocence itfelf.  When you confider
the wide difference between thefe circumitances
and your own, furely whatever your portion of
worldly pollefiions may be, you have 1ezfon to
lift up your heads to heaven with wonder and
aratitude, and to fay, The lines are failen to us in
pleafant places, yea, we bave a goodly beritage.

Nor is this all : There are many around you,
who have fhared in fuch advantages as thefe, and
have {infully abufed them, to the dithonour of
Gop, to the grief of their parents, ana to cheir
own danger, and perhaps their ruin,  And why
are not you in that wretched number, or who
maketh thee to differ from them ? Why are not
your hearts barred againit the entrance of a Re-
deerner, but becaufe the Lorp has opened them ?
Why were not all the good inftructions which
have been given to you, like feed fown upon a
rock : but becaufe Gop gave the increale. Adore
the riches of this diftinguithing grace.

AND let me earneltly exbort you, that you be
careful ftill farther to improve it. Give me leave
to fav, that thefe fair openings of early feriouf-
nefs, do naturally raife a very high expeCtation
of eminent advances in religion. Let 1t be your
humble and diligent care, that thefe expeltati-

SER. 1V, K ons
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ons be anfwered : That your goodnefs may not
be like the morning cloud, or the early dew;
- which foon goeth away; but rather like the
dawning light, which {hines brighter and bright-
er ‘till the perfect day.

WaiLsT Providence continues thefe holy pa-
rents, to whom you have been fo highly indebt-
ed, let it be your conftant care, by all the moft
cheerful returns of duty and gratitude, to exprefs
your regards to them, and your {enfe of {o great
an obligation, And I will add, let it be your
care, to hand down to future ages thofe impor-
tant advantages you have recetved from them. -

ONE generation paflfeth away, and another
generation cometh. It 1s highly probable, that
1n a few years, numbers of you will be condué-
ed into new relations ; and we pleafe ourfelves
with the hope, that you will carry religion and
happinefs into rifing families. Let not thofe
- hopes be difappointed. When Gob fizes you
in houfes of your own, let it be your firft con-
cern to eret there fuch domeftic altars, as thofe
at which you have worfhipped with {uch holy
pleafure, and fenfible tokens of divine accep-
tance. Let the facred treafure of divine know-
ledge which has been depofited with you, be
faithfully delivered down to your defcendants ;
that they, in their turn, may arife with the {fame
pious zeal, to tranfmit it to another generation;
that fhall be born of them.

AND
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ARD thay divineé grace; that inexhauftible
fpring of the mioft valuable bleflings, fweetly'
flow on to add efficacy to all, that real vital re= -
Jigion miay be the gloty and joy of every fuc-
ceeding age ; 'till this earth (which is but a place
of education for the children of Gob, during
their minority) fhall pafs away to make room
for a far nobler {cene and (tate of exiftence;
where pious parents and their rehgious offspring
fhall for ever enjoy the moft delightful fociety,

inhabiting the palace of our heavenly Father,

and f{urrounding the throne of our glorified
Redeemer !

A MEN.
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