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1 Pet. 111371 <.

¢ ready always to give an ﬁ;z/?we;»- 20
'8 Every Man that afketh You a Reafon
| of the Hope that is in Yow.

E !

HIS was the Direction of an Apotftle,
; who well underftood the Foundation
3 B of the Religion He was commiffioned
o preach; This the Method by which He pro-
§pofed the Chriftian Faith fhould be received,
 diffifed and continued 1n the World. The par-
ticalar Arguments, with which They were to
fanfwer Enquirers, He had ellewhere inftracted
Bthem in, and He here dire¢ts Them to fix
iThem deep in their Minds, that they might
e able to apply them upon any fudden De-
gnand, for the Juftification of themfelves and
ghe Converfion of Others. Inquirers of all
Korts were naturally to be expe@ed upon the
Publication of a Religion, which prefcribed
fluch exalted Rules of Life, and enforced them
fvith fuch exalted Motives. Some, for the Sake
of the Hope that was in them, might be glad
o {fee {fo defireable a Scheme well founded,
' A whilft

-
r
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whilft Others would be induftrioufly {olicitoy:
to difprove a Syftem, which crofled their re.
ceived Opinions, and forbad the Gratificatio;
of their beloved Lufts and Paflions. Howeyve
whether They made the Enquiry of Envy m
Strife, or of Good Will towards this Difpenf:
tion, whether They asked a Reafon of ther
Hope, of Contention, not fincerely, [uppofing t
confound their beft Expectations, or of Lo,
knowing the comfortable Profpe& which Itaf
forded, The Difciples of this Religion wer
to be provided againft all Demands howeve
intended ; They were to be prepared to offe
{ufficient Evidence for their Faith, for th
Confutation of its Enemies, and the Satisfa.
¢tion of Thole, who were difpofed to be it
Friends. The peculiar Circumfitances of thei
Situation made 1t neceflfary for Them to be
well-earounded 1n the Faith, which they migh
probably be called on to {upport at the Ex
pence of their Lives ; and the great Impor-
tance of the Doctrine muft incline Tho{e, who
fincerely believe it Themielves, to ufe all En-
deavours to {atisfy Others of the Truth of it
--- And indeed had this Scheme been pro:
pofed in any other Light, had the Fir{t Preach-
ers of our Religion placed it on any other

than a Rational Foundation, the Philofophers
had
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had had {ufficient Matter of Triumph over a
new Inftitution, which did not pretend to be
founded on Argument, and there had been ftill
the fame Room for the Ridicule of the Wits of
the prefent Age; or rather It could never have
continued for the Diverfion of their Pofterity,
but muft bave funk defervedly under the In-
{ult, Reproach and Contempt of thofe Times.
But now in this Cafe Matter of Fa&t is an Ar-
gument of real Force. This Religion pro-
{pered againft all oppofition, and Thofe, who
according to St Peter’'s Dire&tion were pre-
pared to give a Reafon of the Hope that was i
Them, did a&ually defend 1t with Succefs a-
-gainft Perfecution and Mifreprefentation : By
- Strength of Reafoning They filenced the Ob-
 jections of Wit and Learning, and by the In-
tegrity of their Lives and Conftancy of their
{Deaths offered an Argument {uperior to what
fany other Inftitution had ever offered. --- Yet
tOppofition has been made to this powerful
kSource of Light and Virtue in this very View
fof it, and Difficulties have been raifed con-
cerning the Nature, Procedure, Extent, Value
and Effets of a Rational Faith, which it is
of great Importance to examine and explain ;

or 1f our Religion be found defeéive in this
'3 Yoint, in vain ﬂlall We {eek out for any other
A 2 {uf-
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fufficient Foundation for it, 1If our Religio§
be not founded in Reafon, It cannot be a Re.§
ligion calculated for Reafonable Creature §
And yet the Pretenfions of Chriftianity to an |
tional Foundation, which indeed fhine through. 1
out the New Teftament, could only fhew i;§
Want of a f{ufficient Foundation, if ¢ Reafu|§
¢ or the intelle€tual Faculty cannot pofliti§
“both from its own Nature and that of R:
“ligion be the Principle intended by Gody
¢ Jead Us into a true Faith.” This 1s the gre
Point, which requires Examination, and It my
I hope {ufficiently illuftrate this Sub]eé’c an

obviate all the material Difficalties in 1t if]
obferve and ptove

Fzrff, that a Rational Faith does not ol
1mply no Inconfiftency in 1ts Notion, b
1s indeed the only Kind of Affent, whi
deferves the Name of Faith ;

Secondly, that i1t 1s not only not inconfiften
with the Methods of Education andh
{truction, but is in the very Nature of!
to be {ecured and promoted in that M
ner ;

Thirdly, that it is not only calculated fo
Scholars and Philofophers, but for
Sorts and Degrees of Men, and that th

Meand
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Meaneft Capacity, where Means of In-
formation are afforded, 1s able to at-
tain 1t;

- Tvurthly, that It1s therefore a proper Mat-
ter of Probation, juftly to be required un-

der Penalties, and {uitably to be inferted
in our Petitions to our Maker;

- Fafthly, that Itis {uflicient to anfwer all the
Ends of Religion, fuch as Unity of Opi-
nion amongft its Members, and Perfonal
Amendment 1in Each Individual.

; Firft then 1 obferve, that a Rational Faith

loes not only imply no Inconfiftency in its No-

jon, but is indeed the only Kind of Affent,
which deferves the Name of Faith. The va-
jous Ufes of this Term in Scripture, wherein

t is taken {ometimes for the Cau /e, {fometimes

Eor the Effeét of the Acknowledgment of the

Iruth, fometimes tor the Svbftance of the Truths

cknowledged, make it neceflary to afcertain

e peculiar Senfe in which We ufe it, that We

ay prevent Verbal Difputes, and all the In-
onveniences, which arife in Argument from

Miftake and Mifapprehenfion. This Cafe in-

ced requires only Illuftration,and where there

s no Mifreprefentation of the Subje&, there

2n be no Difficulty in it. Now Fzizlh in the

{acred
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facred Writings, 1s fometimes ufed for the
preparative Good Difpofition of Mind, whi
leaves Men open and attentive to the Lxam
nation of Truth, and thereby lcads them n
the Happy Difcovery of it: fometimes it ;
taken for the laudable Application of ;
Truth difcovered in the real Fruits of Good
nefs and Virtue, which It was intended to pr
ducc : {fomeumes for that peculiar Religio,
which has Truth for its Foundation and Ris,
teoufnefs for its End ; or even for fome pu
ticular Do&rine of that Religion, which i
more immediately calculated to promote thek
great and good Effeéts. Sometimes again [l
15 ufed for the Perfwafion of a Man's Mind
whatever 1t be, whether erroncous or wel.
founded, which may poflibly be rational in On
Senie, as being founded on fome Kind of Ar
gument, tho extremely irrational in anothe,
as being built on grofs Abfurdities. Particulu
Texts therefore, wherein Fazth is mentiond
may be much mifapplied, and the Whole Sub-
ject confufed, unlefs Care be taken to fix th
Meaning of a Term, which upon {uch Autho
rity bears {o many different Significations. bu
Some cf Thefe are apparently figurative, e
pre{s the Whole by a Part, and reprefent 12
ther the Properties, the Object and the Lvent

thar
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than the Nature of that TFaicth, which is the
Subje¢t of our prefent Enquiry.

Faith then in 1ts primary and moft general
Meaning, and in which We are now concern’d,
is That which We ufually and properly call
Belicf, or an Aflent of the Mind to any Do-
@rine or Fact as credible upon the Motives of
its Credibility, whereby it ftands diftinguifhed
from certain Knowledge, or {light Opinion;
and according as Thofe Motives of Credibility
are propoled to Us from God or Man, That
LAflent, which is the Refult of them, is pro-
ipérly termed Divine or Human Faith. This
igeneral Notion does not exclude, but 1mply
gthe feveral particular Acts and Qualities which
precede or follow it, and This Affent, We fay,
ot only may but muft be Ratinal, and that
Nothing elfe can deferve the Name of Faizh.
xor let Us confider the Means, which our Ma-
tér has afforded Us of difcerning the Credi-
bility of Every Thing propofed to our Affent.
i Now Thefe Means muft be ercher Natural
e Supernatural Of Thefe which the Author
it our Natare has beftowed on all our Species,
e only Inlets of Difcernment are our Senfes
fid our Reafon. But our Senfes do not re-
kelent Things as credible but as cerzain. We
D not be[zez!e but We #Zzow what falls within
: their
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their Reach. Here the Sceptick cannot doul
nor the moft Credulous exceed their Repor:
Our Reafon indeed may err in judging of fon:
Appearances, but as far as They are proper)
the Objelts of Senfe, there is no Deceptio
This Fallibility of Reafon, which is the othe
Natural Means of Difcernment, brings dow
our Knowledge to Belief, and leaves Rom
for Credibility in all the Different Degre
and Meafures of 1it. By our Intelletualk
culty We difcern the Connection of Prop
fitions and the Truth of Things, and «
cording as thefe appear with greater orlf
Force to this Faculty, our Affent i1s propu
tionably weaker or more confident.l! The Un
derftanding, We readily allow (without a
Dif{advantage to our Caufe,as will be {een her:
after,) determines neceflarily as the Eviden
appears, and the Conviction is more or
doubtful, as the Grounds of it feem morca
lefs weighty. Some have confined Credibiln
to Teftimony, and will not allow, that Aw
Thing, “which appears clear and evident!t
< the Underftanding, or which may certan
« be colleted, either antecedently by its Cauf
<« or reverfely by its Effet, can be any prop!
« Objet of Faith.” But there is no Neceflr

or Reafon for this Diftinétion. The Being an
Al
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attributes of God, for Inftance, are moft cer-
tainly to be collected by their Eftects from the
Works of the Crcation, and are likewile, 1
think, demonftrable & prior:, and yet They are
the proper Objects of our Faith, as our Creed
teaches us juftly to profefs, that We ¢«believe
%in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Hea-

«ven and Earth,” and the Scripture it felf

{peaks the fame Language. Faith is there put
for the Belief of thofe Things, which We learn
by the Exercife of our Reafon, in Oppolfition
.4owhat We perceive by the Ufe of our Senfes,
gnd in 1ts ftriCteft Definition there recorded
4 faid to be the Subfiance of Things hoped for,
T.t/Je Euvidence of Things not feen. Whether the
i Evidence be more or lels perfpicuous, will
};f;n'lake a Difference in the Degree, but not in the

Bare not irrefiftible, nor can extort Affent from
'?:ﬂ-a he Unwilling : They are no Demonftrations
o Thofe, who attend not at all to Things of
: this Kind, and They lofe much of their Weight
iwith Thofe, who with Induftry and Pleafure
betend to every Cavil which can be raifed a-
painft them; as We have been told, there have
een Thofe 1n former Ages, who have even
grrived at Atheifm, and of late We have heard
bf Improvements in the Science; of Thofe

B who

e

E:Noture of Faith. The cleareft Demonftrations
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who have much outgone their unbelieving Dre.
deceflors, and have even pretended to D
monftrations on their Side. Such Example
however may fhew, that the higheft Evidenc
which can be offered to our Underftanding,
cannot force our Aflent, but that where thep
may be Unbelief, there is certainly Room fy
Fairh. It was an Old Obfervation, that ther
was Nothing fo clear, but what might be dif
puted, and that there was no Opinion {o e
travagant, but what fome Philofophers hu
maintained. That tho{e Points, which do ad
mit of Demonftration, do ufually in Fact pif
without Contradition, i1s not that their Fore
1s infuperable, but that They are unconcetnin
Truths, and Points which have little or noRe
lation to our Schemes in Life. Were our Lulk
and Paflions as much interefted in the Mathe
maticks as they are 1in Religion, I doubt no,
but We {hould have as formidable Oppofition
againft the One as the Other, and Euclzd woul
have as many zealous Adverfaries as the Bibk
The Proofs, which are offered in Favour o
Religion, may be called morally demonftrative,
yet We fee them often rejeCted; and from the
{fame Temper of Mind, Thofe which are M
thematically demonﬂ:ratwe, if there could be

the fame View 1n canvafiing them, would like:
wile
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wile be rejected. What 1s therefore called {cien-
¢ifical on the one Hand, and prcobable on the
Other, are indeed but different Degrees of Cre-
dibility, and will prove {ufhicient or ineffeCtual
to gain our Aflent, according to the Attention
and Difpofition with which we apply ourfelves
to the Examination of 1t. The Grounds of
Credibility then are not to be confined to Te-
ffimony only, unlefs We confider the Works of
Nature, and the Connection of Propofitions,
a5 the Atteftation, which the Author of Nature
and Truth has afforded to his Creatures; which
1§ Altering the Ufual Senfe of the Term, De-
firoying the Diftinction of Reafon and Autho-
ity, and Reducing the Queftion to a Verbal
Difference. However What 1s here obferved
ill hold equally true, that as by the Exercife
only of our Underftanding We can difcern the
Rrobability of Faéts, and the Conne&tion of
o&rmes, {o the higheft Proof which can be
fered to Us this Way, exclufive of our Senfes,
,« not deftroy the Nature of Faith, becaufe
§ may be rejected, as in Faét It often is. What
j propofed to our Reafon, our Reafon may
Eolet or evade. Be it ever {o conclufive or
tmonftrative in it felf] yet if it be difregarded,
B muft lofe its Weight; or if fo much Regard
E paid to it, as to give it an Opportunity of
| B2 [hining
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fhining 1n Evidence really unanfwerable, vetj
It be artfully ballanced with Difhiculties, whig
may be thought unanfwerable, or may rejlj
be {0, as being out of our Power and Provin
to determine, the Refult may prove to b
only Scepticifm, and the Mind may be left
a State of Neutrality and Hefitation. As fx
as our Reafon acdtually difcerns, {o far onl
We truly believe, and This 1s very evident]
the only Natural Means of arriving at Faih
Let us next confider the Supernatural Meum
by which our Affent may be wrought on, orly
which We may come to the Acknowledgmen
of the Truth. And Thefe muft be either ou
ward Miracles or inward Infpirations, eith
publick Supernatural Works, or the {ecretT:
{timony of the Spirit to the Spirit of particul
Perfons. The former of Thefe again can b
applied to Us for our Conviction only 1n aRe
tional Way. They could force Aflent onl;
from Thofe, who {faw them; but in the veq
next ftep, to Thole, who were not Eye-Wi
nefles, They muft depend on Teftimony, o
the Sufficiency, that is, the Integrity and Ab:
lity of the Reporters. And even to Thofe, bt
fore whofe Eyes thefe Miracles were wroualt,
yet, as Proofs of the Truth of any particula
Religion, They could only be received 1n o

argu:
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argumentative Method. Their Senfes could
only affure Them of the Truth of the Fads,
but the Connection of thofe Facts with Do-
&rines, the Confideration of them as manifet
Interpofitions of the Great Author of Nature,
who would not lend his Almighty Power to
countenance an Impofture, This is a very Me-
thodical Inference, a very Juft and Rational
‘@onclufion. --- As to the other fupernatural
Mecans of Information, the particular Infpira-
f tion of the Holy Splrlt, 1f It be taken only in
that lower Senfe, as cooperating with our own
 Endeavours, 1n which our Church {ometimes
F ules 1t, as when We pray that God would clean fe
 the Tboag/)tx of our Hearts by the Infhiration of
s Holy Spirie, and again that by bis Foly In-
| piratzon We may think thofe Things that be Good,
kand 0y bis merciful Guiding may perform the
klame; when the Holy Spirit 1s thus confidered
s workmo‘ with our Spirit, remedying our de-
bpraved Nature, enlightening our Underftand-
f g, purifying our Affeftions, and rectifying
our Will, there is Nothing in this Do¢trine,
¢ hlch can exclude the Application of our own
preafon. Rather hereby We are better dif-
foled to examine into the Truth, better ena-
led to diftinguifh the Evidence of it, and bet-
ér prepared to receive and comply with the

Di.
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Diretions of it. Tho' We ftand in need o
fuch Divine Affiftance to help our Infirmiti; |§
yet we are not merely paflive under the Op. §
rations of it; but by exerting and applying i &
{alutary Aid We arrive at the Acknowledgmen E
of the Truth, and both Grace and Nature coy, B
ipire to eftablifh Us in a Rational Faith. ---p; §
if This In{piration and Teftimony of the Spir; §
be reprefented, --- ¢“as 1rradiating the Soul #
<« once with a thorough Conviction, as ani. §
« refiftible Light from Heaven flalhing Con §
“viction 1n a Moment, as compleating ou
“ Faith 1n an Inftant, and producing at on |
“ the moft pertect and finifhed Creed, as be.
“ {peaking the immediate Prefence of the D
“ vinity, and making its Dictates, as it wer,
“ {elf-evident to the Mind, where it is lodged,
and 1n a Word, “as of a Nature little differing
from that of Intuition it {elf,” under {fuch a Re.
prefentation of 1t, the Exercife of our Reafon |
would 1ndeed be excluded, but {o would the
Nature of Faith alfo; for the Refult of fuch
Means of Information would not be Belief but
Knowledge. Whether This be the Doétrine of
the Bible 1s not at prefent the Queftion, not
need 1t be largely argued, where the Scriptares
are allowed to be of Publick Ulfe.

But if there was any Ground to expect fuch
¢ 1
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« 1 conftant and particalar Revelation, im-
« parted {eparately and {upernaturally to every
« Individual,” then the very Nature of the Af-
fent wrought by it would be entirely changed;
and an Infpiration, ¢“which ftamps {uch inde-
 lible Charaéters on the Heart, as no Mifre-
-« prefentations can ever poffibly intervene to
- corrupt,” would create an ab{olute Certainty
and Infallibility, and deftroy the very Notion
 of a virtuous and obedient Faith. We fhould
| be as fure of the Teftimony of thefe inward
| Feelings as of That of our outward Senfes, and
 the Cafe of Affent could then be no Part of
b our Probationary State. The Poflibility of re-
f jecting fuch ¢ a prefent ftanding Miracle” is
3 plain Contradiction, and the only Matter of
 Trial in Us, would be that of a Pra&ical Obe-
 dience fuitable to the Dire@ion of thofe Arti-
cles, which We {o certainly Z4nerw to be true:
jThe Condemnatory Sentences againft Unbelief
iwould then be inconfiftent and trifling, as re-
ferring to an imaginary Cafe, and prohibiting
fan Event, which no Negle& or Mifapplication
iof ours could occafion. --- That God Almighty
f¢an imprefs on the Minds of his Creatures {o
rong a Senfe of any Revelation or particular
iDoCtrine, by Infpiration, as to fuperfede the
@Ncceflity of any Rational Enquiry, and to leave
| them
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them beyond Queftion fatishied of its com'n_y
from Him, cannot be queftion'd by any b, §
Thofe, who are daily limiting the Power, 3|8
prefcribing to the Wildom of their Maker.
and that in Fa& He did thus Infpire the 1y

phets under the Old, and the Apoftles uni:§
the New Teftament, 15 a neceflary Part of e B
ry Chriftian’s Faith. But then this Kind of};
fpiration was more for the Sake of Others thyj
Themfelves. What was by this Means Matg§
of certain Knowledge to them, was to be .
pofed to the Rational Belief of the Reft of i
World, and could only be proved to them b
the internal Excellency of the Doé&rines an
Precepts propofed, and the external Evidenc;
of their Divine Miflion. Thefe Infpired Pe
fons had before by the due Exercife and Cul
tivation of their Underitandings attained t
a Rational Faith, and were now favoured wit
farther and more immediate Revelations of tht
Will of their Maker. This Infpiration wasu
ther the Reward of their former, than i
Trial of their prefent Belief. There wasn
Room for Doubt or voluntary Aflent in ths
but their Minds were really irradiated with:
thorough and irrefiftible Conviétion of Divi
Truths. Thofe who had given a Patter o

the Love of Truth, and a faithful Adherent
1
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to it, whilft Tt was only a Matter of Rational
@nquuy, were now by this Heavenly Confir-
mation of it chofen to be the Inftruments of
Providence in publifhing 1t to Others; and
What They had thus learnt immediately from
¢heir Maker, was by their Miniftry to be made
known to, and on their Teftimony to be re-
ceived by their Fellow-Creatures. The Trial
of their own Faith was now concluded and re-
compenced ; Their Belief was hereby changed
mto abfolute Certainty, and the remaining Part
;ﬂf their Probation was only a Condu& fuitable
u that high Prmledge And as the Cafe was
parently thus in all the Inftances of real In-
foiration, {fo had This Infpiration been Uni-
'telfal as Univerfal a Certainty muft have en-
| ued Men might indeed hereby have known
' eW:ll of the1r Maker, but They would have
nown it in {uch a Method as They could not
gave avolded or refifted. They conld not have
ceived and embraced it as Credible, but as
Bertain,.  'The Necefiity of their Affent and
Fevitable Determination, which is thro® great
grror urged as a Difficulty in a qutz'o?ml Faith,
Jould have been of real Weight in this Scheme,
Ihd This Kind of Intuitive Knowledge, which
Fas inftant and irrefiftible, muft have left them
ntlrely paffive, neither blameable nor praife-
F C worthy
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worthy in their Aflent. Where there is no o §
fibility of Error or Unbelief, there can benl§
Virtue in the Difcernment of the Truth, nu§
confequently any Room for Reward or Puif; §
ment. There 1s no Merit 1n {eeing the Oy
je&ts which unavoidably prefent Themfelv;
before Us. An Evidence, which extorts AL S
fent, may in fome Cafes be a Happinefs, b |
cannot in Any be a Trial of our Difpofitio |§
And therefore an Infpiration, which forcesn
Men the Knowledge of Divine Truths, hov|§
ever in particular Inftances 1t may anfwer oths
Ends of Providence, yet if It were ¢ conftan
¢« and general, imparted {eparately and {upe-§
¢ naturally to every Individual,” It could m
anfwer this great End, of exercifing and man-
fefting our Dutiful Regard to and volunti
Reception of the Divine Dicates. This
only be by the free Ufe of our Underftanding
and therefore from this Review of all the po
{ible Means of Information, We may now pt
fume to infer, that a Rational Faith does no
only imply no Inconfiftency in its Notion, b
is indeed the only Kind of Affent, which &
ferves the Name of Fazth.

I proceed Secondly to fhew, that It 1sn
only not inconfiftent with the Methods of Ed

cation and Inftruction, but is in the very N
fur

—.
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eure of it to be {ecured and promoted in that
Manner. This indeed might feem a very cer-
tain and obvious, but withal a very unneceffary
Remark, to Any who werc unacquainted with
the State of theControver{y,and knew not what
forced Objections have been raifed on this Sub-
je¢t. For whether Mankind has naturally more
than a Capacity for Reafon, whether Any One
. of our Species in a {uppofed folitary State,
L without the Afliftance and Converfe of his Hu-
¢ man Brethren, would any more attain to any
 Degree of Speculation than of Speech, may
;;iwell be doubted. However the Improvements
out Underﬂ:andlng by Education are in Fact
-mﬁble and certain, and This One Blefling en-
fjoved in its beft Advantage, diftinguithes fome
b Creatures from Others of the {ame Species, to
k2 Degree almoft as great as is {een in fome
gDifferent Kinds of Beings. And if our Reafon
fit [cIf, at leaft every confiderable Degree of it,
fis attained in this Method, then certainly a Ra-
btional Faith, a Religion, which is founded on Ar-
bsument, not only may, but muft be taught in
f the fame Method, by opening and affifting the
ftender Mind, which muft proceed by gradual
 Advances, to apprehend the Argument, and
B difcern the Truth of Propofitions or the Cer-
| ainty of Facts. Now This would readily be
'* C2 al-
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allowed in all other Cafes; but Religion bein,
a Perfonal Thing and a Matter of {uch infini
Confequence, It 1s mfifted on that It ought
be left wholly and abfolutely to Every May;
own Determination without any Influence g
any Kind whatfoever. 1f the Aflent requiry
of Men be a Rational One, It 1s {aid to b
¢ highly wicked and unjuft to prepofiefs the;
“tender Minds in any Manner before Tiy
¢« come to the full Ufe of their rational Faal
¢ ties.” Yet it can only be by fuch Prepofki
fions, that is, by Inftru&tion and Education,
that They cver come to the full Ufe of thei
rational Faculties at all. It can only be by th
Exercile of thofe Faculties, and the Affaftanc
oiven to them in thofe tender Years, that they
are able to make {uch Progrefs and arrive a
Maturity. --- But Other Subjects, It 1s though,
may be found to employ thefe Talents for ther
Improvement, and Religion 1s to be kept ou
of the Queftion, till They are perfe&tly qual:
fied to judge in the Cafe. For ¢ if Realon st
¢« determine the Caufe, She muft be left to he
¢ {elf to determine fairly, and It is {aid tobe
¢« the greateft Injuftice and Mockery to mvit
“ Her to give Sentence, where there have beet
¢« Practices before-hand, and are Practices fil
< continued, to obftru¢t or limit her Influence’

But
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But in Truth, This unafiifted, undireéted, {elf-
fufficient State of Reafon 1s plainly an imagi-
pary Cale. There 1s no Poflibility amongft
the civilized Part of Mankind of Any Perfon’s
being lefc {o entirely to Himf{elf, as to deter-
thine upon the Subje& of Religion without any
Help or Afliftance from Others, nor does the
Nature of a Rational Faith imply the Neceflity
iofany fuch Condition. On the contrary, It
13 a Blefling that We are by exprefs Command
 entitled to the Advice and Direétion of Others,
twhen We are incapable of judging for Our-
tfelves. It 1s an Iaftance both of the Wifdom
bind Goodnefs of Providence, that by this Me-
’ﬁhod We enjoy a Ballance for the Growth of
tour natural Paflions, and for the Force of out-
ward Allurements and Evil Examples. With-
fout this Reafon could never come tolerably
Quiliied to the Enquiry, and thercfore It is
oInJu{’clce to 1avite Her to give Sentence,
fvhere there have been Pradices beforehand
0 limit her Influence, if Inftruétion and Edu-
iarlon are thought Limitations of 1its In-
Hluence ; which are indeed the only Methods of
reventing the greateft Obftructionsto Reafon.
pVe muft conﬁder ourfelves not in any 1magi-
ary but in our a&ual Situation. We are not
born like our firft Parent in the Strength of

our
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our Reafon, but if ours be not cultivated wij§
Care in our tender Years, It will neceffarily i |§
choked with Prepofieffions of a contrary N, [|§
ture, which will much more obftruct its I g
fluence. And the very Propofal of deferrin§
all Thought or Judgment of Religion, till Re; [§
{fon be arrived to its full Perfection, muft ev. |§
dently proceed upon a Suppofition, that Fai |
is not Rational but Irrational, and that the: |
are no good Grounds at all for Religion, fine §
if there be,Its Obligations muft commence wit
our Early Years, begin with our firft Deg
of Capacity, and proceed in Proportion wit
Every Improvement of it. Many are the Bl
fings We receive, Many the Afliftances We neel
in that moft helplefs Part of Life, whichr
quire fome Return of Devotion and Acknor
ledgment to the great Author of our Bem
and Well-Being. The Sum of All, that hs
been, or can be offered on thisHead by Wayd
Objection, is, that Education, if allowed, my
lead them Wrong, Children not being Judge;
and that if it fhould prove Right, yet their A
fent is not Rational, being on the fame Gounds
that Others believe wrong: Now that Educ
tion, like other good and ufeful Provifions,
may be mifapplied, and made inftrumentalt

the Eftablilhment of {fome Errors, 1Is not|d§
Nnicu;
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nied ; which 15 a proper Ground of Caution
for the Management of it, but no Kind of Ar-
gument for the Difufe of it. Here indeed the
Objection concerning Prejudices has its greatefd
Weight, and let Us therefore examine in this
Cafe what It will amount to. --- Let It be ob-
ferved then, that whatever Errors are eftablithed
in this Way, are not of equal Importance with
‘the Traths that are hereby inculcated, and that
It is better both for their own Penfonal Hap-
pinefs and the Welfare of Society, that They
EIlm:::uld be inftructed in thofe uieful Principles
of Religion, even tho blended with Miftakes,
Efather than be left in entire Ignorance, and
fthole corrupt Notions, which,without any Edu-
E cation, would foon be contracted in their Paf-

Hage thro a corrupt World.  ‘Wherever there
‘; re any Pretenfions to Education, Obedience
fto the Will of God is the great Point always
Wnculcated, even tho” They fail in the Interpre-
Bation of his Will, and This muft be a Prin-
fkiple of fovereign Ufe in the Conduc of Hau-
#man Life. The Diftin&ions likewife of Virtue
Bod Vice have never been loft or confounded
by thefe mixed Errors, for tho' Do&rines may
gave been taught, which have been argued as
Bnconfitent with them, yet the Confequences
have ever been difowned by the Authors of
' them.
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them. The great Principles of Morality,
Devotion towards God, of Juftice and Chary
to our Neighbours, and of a {ober and .
perate Conduct of Ourlelves, are a profeff
Part of every Scheme of Religious Educatio
and f{urely {fuch defireable Maxims ought
to be left untaught, left {fome inferior Erro
{fhould be taught with them. That thefe M
ral Virtues ought farther to be fublimated, e
forced, and perfected by truly Chriftian P
ciples, 1s moft true, but that They are of m
Avail without the right Knowledge of our Ho
ly Religion, 1s no Part of Chriftian Dodtrne
An Article indeed of our Church teaches u
that ¢ Works done before the Grace of Chit,
«and the Inipiration of his Spirit, are n
¢« pleafant to God, foralmuch as They {pring
«“ not of Faith in Jefus Chrift, neither do The
¢ make Men meet to receive Grace,” But then
the Article does not reft here, or leave its Sentt
thus doubtful and indeterminate, but goes o
exprefsly to add, ¢“or, as the School-Author
< {fay, deferve Grace of Congruity.” Now when
We come to examine the Meaning of this Lar
ouage of the Schools, We find them interpre:
ting it, of that Claim and Right to Reward
which from the natural Relation and Fitnefs
of Things 1s due to Works meritorious or n#
gurally
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turally perfect. But the Works of the beft
mere Moralift are not thus pertect, either in
ll“hemfelves or their Principle, and therefore
cannot of Congruity delerve Grace or Favour;
? ay, as being defective in their Degree and er-
foneous in their Motive, They rather need an
@tonement, than merit a Reward; or as the
Article exprefles it, ¢¢ yea rather f01 that They
tare not done, as God hath willed and com-
“ manded them to be donc, We doubt not but
¢“They have the Nature of Sin.” This is the
Senfe of the Article,and very true and juftifiable
Po&rme It contains; not decrying the Ufe
Jgnd Excellency of Morality, as far as it can be
ttained upon any Principle; - but 1eﬂe&mg on
gthe Infuficiency of Heathen Morality in Com-
parifon of the Chriftian, on the Imperfection
even of our beft Attainments in Moral Duties,
&nd inculcating the Neceflity of relying on the
BMerits of our Saviour, to {upply the Defells
gnd procure the Acceptance even of our Good
Works. But It does not follow, that becaufe
ghe belt Moral A&s are not perfeét enough
Bo juttify Men in the Sight of God, therefore
Bhey are of no Avail, or that They are not both
fommendable and beneficial in Comparifon of
ginreltrained Irregularity or difiolute Impiety.
plorality 1s, under every Perfwafion, of Service
" D to
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to Men both in their temporal and {pirity]
State ; for befides its prefent Advantages, \;
One can think, that a Moral Heathen and;
Vicious Infidel are in the fame State of Favoy
with their Maker, or have the fame Profped
before Them 1n Regard to Futurity, tho’ g
ther of Them has a Title to the Glorious Hye
that is in Chriftians. --- 1t i1s a Confideratio
then of {ome Weight in Favour of a Religioy
Education, that tho It may {fometimes eftabli
{ome Errors in particular Points, yet its gene
ral Principles are always right, and of mor
immediate practical Effe&t than its peculix
Miftakes. The Rules of Good Life whichl
prefcribes, and the Reftraints which It incl
cates, are of Service greater than the Incon
venience of any miftaken Do&rine; it bem
much better, that Men fhould be taught to hw
virtuoufly, and in the Fear of God, even th
that Fear be {fometimes mifapplied, than th
They be left to do what 1s Good in their om
Eyes, without any Principle of Confcience,
Awe of a Superior Prefence. That Superfiitw
is Worfe'than Atheifm, as We were not long
{ince taught from the Pulpit and the Prefs, wa
one of the moft unfeafonable, abfurd and pr¢
judicial Errors, that ever came from a profefied

Minifter of Jefus Chrift. It might indeed both

1
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o1 the Force of the Argument and the Ten-
dency of its LfieCt,have well become the Mouth
of an Infidel, but what End a Preacher of the
Gofpel could propofe in apologizing for A-
theifin, is hard to conceive. Tho' Nothing is
g0 be pleaded 1n Defence of Superftition, yet
if Two bad Things muft be compared, furely
Ifhat which only mifleads in particular Tem.-
'pers and particular Inftances, muft be infi-
nitely more tolerable, than that which ftrikes
at the Root of all Obligation, takes off' the
}@arce of every Reftraint, and leaves Men with-
put Senfe of Guilt or Fear of Punifhment.
;;Smce then the Inconveniences even of an er-
Lroneous Education are not equal to the Bene-
 fits of it, fince of the Prejudices, which It is
faid to inftil, the beft are the moft confiderable,
fithe Argument will ftill conclude in its Favour,
ficven in this Cafe, where It 1s ftated to the
figreateft Difadvantage. We may fay the fame
fof the great Principles of Saving Knowledge,
i1f We confider Education not merely according
o the Moral Syftem, but in the Chriftian View
fand Scheme of Things. Wherever the Light
icf the Gofpel has in any Degree fhined upon
# Mankind (and concerning Others the foregoing
| Remarks were intended) there the Effentials
of Chriftianity haye almoft Univerfally been
- D2 taught,
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taught, tho clouded in {fome Places with y}
neceffary Additions, and in Others Defe&iy
in Points greatly contributive to the Purity apg ]
Perfe@ion of it. Yet ftill the Mercy of G
in Chrift has hereby been publifhed and .}
ceived, and Thofe, who have a {uitable Regay
for the Importance of that Blefling, muft thiy
it defireable, that It fhould rather be publifhe §
in an imperfeét, or an additional Form, thy
in None at all. There is a great Difference be.
twixt thofe Points which are neceffary to
Salvation of particular Per{ons, and thofe whig
are neceflary to the Order and Well-Being d
a Church, and, without any Want of a propy
Zeal tor the latter, One cannot but wih thy

the former were i1n any Method Univetli
'The Words of St Pax! on a like Qccafion

the Language of every real Profeflfor of our Re.
ligion, Phzl.1 .18, What then? Notwithftandn
everyWay, whether in Pretence or 2 Truth, (hnf
25 preached, and I therein do rejozce, yea and ni
rejoice. 'This is more particularly applicableto
this Purpofe, becaufe when the Apoftle hud
juft before declared, that fome preached t
Word not fincerely, sx dyvas, He did not mean
that They were Heathens or Hypocrites, bu
that They had not a true Notion of the S
plicity of the Gofpel, mixing their foreig

Jewiﬂq}
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]cw:fh Oplmons with it ; not that They wanted
incerity in their own I—Iearts, bat that They
ganted a Right Underftanding of the Purity
of the Chriftian Dodétrine, and had miftaken
‘Contentions with Him, becaufe He taught
i;;"ii: 15 a diftinct, fufhcient Inftitution oflt{elf
and would not join with them in tnfifting
on the equal Neceflity of flill continuing the
iObfervance of the Ceremonies of the Mo-
thick Law. Yet the Apoftle rejoices, that even
Bheir Method as well as his contributed to
m ake known the Redemption of Mankind by
flefus Chrift, tho” They befides, laid Strefs on
hmcrs of no Value, and mixed their private
[Notions with the Do&rines of their Mafter.
8ill however the Knowledge of this gracious
cheme for our Salvation, tho blended with
Brrors, He judges infinitely preferable to an
futire Ignorance of it, and triumphs even in
Ris or any Method of its Publication as tend-
Jpo to the Glory of God and the Good of Souls.
Rhe Differences therefore amongft Chriftians
Ind the erroneous Prejudices, which by Means
it Education are eftablithed amongft Some of
lem, are according to an Apoftle’s Judgment
0 Reafon againft {uch Method of early Inftru-
ion, and for this plain Reafon, becaufc the
indamental Principles in which They all agree,
are
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are of much greater Confequence, than the .
veral Pmtxculms in which They differ among[ ~
themi{elves. --- But after All, neither is Prju §
dice {uch an abfolute lequahﬁcatlon for f; 8
Reafoning, as 1s afferted. The very Method([i
Education, by aflifting and improving the Ry
{on of Mankind, muft be heiptul in detectiy,
all unreafonable Do@rines,and if it inftils fo]
wrong Prepofleflions, yet it carries 1ts own 4
tidote againft them. By opening the Mindy
difcern the Strength of Argument, It muftpy
turally contribute to the Support of Every Do
&rine, which is really founded on Argument, ni@
‘T'hat which is not, however early taught, m
then appear to have no {uch Foundation. |
the Erroneous Prejudice 15 only 1n Thingso
lefs Confequence, then it does not affedt
Queftion concerning that Rational Faith, wha
1s neceffary to Salvation, and which has bee
made the Subje&t of the Difpute; but if}}
really affe& Fundamentals, then there is {ug
unan{werable Evidence againft {fuch a Prejudi
every eflential Point being {o {trong and cle
as may fecure the Faith of Every One, who 4
been only taught to be a Rationalift, 1fu
deed Men are not afterwards permitted to loo
into the Foundations of their Faith, then fu

fundamental Prejudices may be continued, b
the

Vo
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ihen the State of the Cafe and of the Queftion
1% altered, and the Objection 1s no longer a-
éainﬁ the Inftitution and Education of Child-
¥en, but againft a Blind Impofition upon Men,
4 which Objection all Rational Believers will
e ready to join. And if from mere Specu-
ition We proceed to look into Fa@&, We may
ifec in numberlels Inftances, that Prepoffef-
Hfions are no {ach invincible Obftacles to Free-
iThinking and Alteration of Opinion. The
#Many Dreadful Examples of Apoftacy, which
Bhis Nation affords, may fhew, that even Pre-
, which are founded on Argument, which
fic allowed Examination, and which have Truth
Ihd Reafon to fupport them, are not always
Bfficient to keep Mén in the Right Path, when
Bere are Temptations to thinkWrong: which
B the Way may fuggelt Something of the
frime of Error, and of the Share which our
Wills as well as Underftandings bear in the
Pilpofal of our Affent. Some Inftances like-
Bic, God be thanked, may be affigned, of
hofe who have overcome the firongeft erro-
gous Prejudices ; who having been educated
l 2 Diflike of fome Good Principles, have
pon a fair Enquiry dilcerned their Error, and
tknowledged the Truth, and This not only

h different Communions among(t Chriftians,
but
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but in Thole who originally were Enemics
the Gofpel itlelf, in the Jews particularly,
orcateft Bigots, and by Education the mq
zealous Adverfaries of Chriftianity. ---Bat the. Ji§
is yet a farther Objection agamnft Educati; |
as an Obftacle to Rational Faith, not only;
1t fometimes inftils Errors, Chlldren not bei; J8
Judges, bat as their Belief is faid not toh '
Rational, even tho They are taught right, fin; 8
It 1s grounded on the fame Principle as Thei; |8
who are mifled, namely on the bare Authou]
of their Parents and Inftru&ors. But is m:]
This in plain Terms {aying, that there s
{ame Foundation for a right and a wrongRe|
ligion, and that there is no more Reafon fi
the One than the Other ? If there be, wijj
may not this Reafon be afligned, and Childr
be inftructed in the Evidence as well as the Ns
ture of the Religion They profefs? Can it, fu
Inftance, be faid, that the Children of Mahe
metans have the {fame Reafon for their Belk!
as the Children of Chriftians have for theirs!
The Latter muft have had very negligent o
injudicious Inftructors, if it be {o, fnce ther
are great and glorious Evidences of the Gol
pel, which the Other can lay no Claim to
The Authority indeed of Parents and Inft

Ctors 1s every where the {fame, but the Natur
0
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of their Inftructions is widely different, and
Lbfurdities and Impoftures can never be re-
commended to any Degree of Underftanding
gith the fame Force as the Pure Dictates of
'f:,Truth and Goodnefs may. Chriftian Parents
geed not like Others teach only on their own
‘Authority,but may explain the Grounds of their
;Btelief, and teach even their Children a Reafon
of the Hope that is in them. They may very
early explain even to their Capacities much of
 the internal and fome of the external Evidence
Chriftianity, may illuftrate the excellent Do-
E@rine, Holy Precepts, exemplary Life, miracu-
ilbus Birth and meritorious Death of the Great
EAuthor of our Religion, in {uch a Manner as
finay appear convincing to every Degree of
, pprehenfion. As their Capacities improve,
reater Light may gradually be given into the
brounds of our Belief, and thus a rational
laith may in fome Degree be formed, as foon
§s They can become Moral Agents; which if
it be not {o highly argumentative as That of
de riper Chriftian, yet it is as traly rational,
ind as well fuited in Proportion to inflaence
Ind dire€ that Part of Life, as the After Im-
provements are to regulate the more dange-
Bous State of Manhood. 1f this Method be not
Bled, nor this Care taken in the Education of
E bap-
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baptized Infants,the Charge lies ftrong agai: §
the Negle&, but no ways affeCts the Argume |§
concerning the Nature of a rational Faith, 4§
acquired by early Inftruction and Prepofieffio f'
We traft likewife that the frequent Charges§
this Neglect in thofe of our Communion z: |
much aggravated ; We are {ure, that the M
thod of its Eftablilhment is peculiarly calculau( |§
to prevent it ; where the Labour of the . |8
nifter is added to the Care of the Parent, al|§
Catechetical Expofitions provided for thel [
fira&xion of the Meaneft, as well as pradtici |
Exhortations to enforce the Obfervance i
their Duty on Thofe, who are already fuf.|i§
ciently inftra¢ted, ---The {ufficient Capacir|§
of Mankind for a Rational Belief, the Vau
and Virtue of {uch a Faith, and the fufhcen
Efficacy of it to an{wer all the Purpofes of R
ligion, which was the Subftance of the othe
Particalars propofed, require a diftinét Cont
deration, and muft be referved to another Op
portunity. --- I will conclude at prefent wil
obferving, that the Difficulty here objectedo
promoting a rational Faith by Education
Inftru@ion 1s leaft of all applicable to thi
Church, whofe Guides and Minifters hae
‘Themf{elves had the Happinefs of being edl

cated in thefe Seminaries of Light and Truth
wher
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where no implicit Truft 1s required, where the
Foundations of every Science are regularly
examined and demonftrated; where They are
habituated to clofe Thinking, and are early
!;aught by clear and folid Rules to diftinguifh
4he moft flourithing and plaufible Appearances
from that which is more weighty and fub-
ftantial, and by reducing in a peripicuous Me-
thod the Subftance of a declamatory Style to
fri& Argument, to weigh 1ts Force and de-
gect its Fallacies; to prevent the Impofitions
- of a defigned Falfhood, or a Miftaken Zeal,
. énd to eftablifh that only, which has a {uffi-
sgient Eftablifhment 1n Nature, Reafon or
i Scripture.  The Obje&tions againft the Me-
b gthods of Inftitution and Inftruction here pra-
Ctifed are fuch as end in a Refle@ion on Ha-
Eiman Nature and all its Works, that They are
tenot perfect and infallible; but with all the Al-
Belowances that muft be made to, and the Mif-
facarriages that will happen amongft Free A-
gigents, It is but Juftice to add, that This is at
g lealt the moft hopeful Method, that Human
f Wildom can frame for the perpetual Defence
g and Eftablifhment of a rational Religion. A
f Faith, which is founded on Argument, as all true
p Faith muft be, muft proportionably receive Af-
i fiftance and Support from thefe excellent Me-
E 2 thods
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thods of cultivating and improving Reafy, B
here ufed ; and They who are thus well groun. B
ed in the Religion They profefs, are therety |§
the better qualified to teach Others alfo; ¢
refute the Mifrepreféntations of itsAdverfarie; I8
and to explain the Evidence of it to the Sai[ |§
faction of All, who bave Minds open toaR: |§
gard to Truth and Virtue; to {econd and affit |§
the Labours of knowing and pious Parent; [
and to {upply in fome Meafure the Defed o §
Thole, who are altogether negligent and i
norant. By thefe Means, under God's Bl
fing, our Holy Religion has hitherto profpered,
and We truft will profper to the End of th
World; By thefe the Unlearned have bea
taught in a Method {uitable to their Station
and Capacity, the Better Inftruéted have been|
fhewn that a thorough Infight into Philofoph:

cal Learning does really confirm the Dictates
of Faith, and Truth has received the only Al

fittance It needs, a fair Reprefentation. Thej
Difguiles of Wit and of Science falfly fo called
have hence been placed in their juft Light, and
Religion, recovering its native Drefs, has been|
too piercing and amiable to fail of its juft Ef-
fet. --- Thefe Benefits have arifen to the Ad-
vantage of Chriftianity, even from the late Op
pofitions to 1it, by the deeper Conviction of

every’
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every ferious impartial Perfon ; and as its Foun-
dations will bear the ftricteft Exammatlon, the
fzme Effe¢t may ever be expected from the
freeft Enquiries into 1t, whilft there are Thofe
who with virtuous Difpofitions have their Minds
thus opened and 1mproved with every Branch
of Polite Literature. Human Learning, fince
the Ceafing of Miracles, ever has been, and
ever will be a neceflary Afliftant to Divine; and
They either do not underftand the Religion
“They profefs, or do not wifh well to it, who
.gre Enemies to thefe Places of true Knowledge
and found Education. Let Us add our fincere
[Prayers and Endeavours that Thofe who enjoy
ithe Benefit of them, may be fuitably diligent
o improve the Blefling They are favoured
ith, to the Honour and Support of Religion,
¥ 'nd the Ornament and Comfort of their own
Lives; more efpecially, that They confider
Knowledge as fubfervient to Virtue, and de-
#nd their Chriftianity by an Argument, by
thh the Meaneft may, and the Greateft muft
forn 1t, an Holy Life; which is the Rational
nd of a Rational Faith, the neceflary Sup-

port of this Life, and the only Preparative for
: Another.

1 et
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1 Pet. IIl. 13.

Be ready always to give an Anfwer ;§
Every Man that afketh You a Reafi|§
of the Hope that is in You.

His whole Epiftle of St Peter, and th; |

I particular Dire&ion of it, were i [
dreffed to the whole Body of ChnJ8

{tian Brethren. 1t was not peculiar to Jew ol
Gentile, or to Thofe who bore any Office n |
this Spiritual Society ; but 1t was defigned fo,
and indeed immediately concerned, Each Ind:
vidual Member of the Church. Whateverw
their former Perfwafion before their Conver
fion, Whatever was their prefent Stationt
the Chuarch of Chrift, All were equally cor
cerned to maintain their Religion upon ak
tional Foundation. Whoever at that Time uw
dertook the Profeflion of Chriftianity, affumd
a Title and Chara&er, which hazarded evj
Thing that was valuable in this Life, and ev
Life itfelf; and if any Thing can render a R
tional Faith more neceflary at one Seafon tit

at Others, {urely thefe were Circumftanc
WhIL
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which obliged each fingle Difciple, as well ag
the Paftors and Minifters of the Word, to pre.
pare Themielves with proper Arcuments to
convince Enquirers of the Truth of their Pro-
feflion; and this with Regard to the Conver-
fion and Salvation of Unbelievers, the Confir-
mation of their Novices, or Babes in Chrift, as
the Apoftle calls them, the Inftruction and Edji-
fication of their own Families, who were to
e educated in this Belief, and their own final
 Perfeverance, even if They fhould be called to
 Martyrdom for the Faith of Chrift. Thefe
| were Confiderations, in which Thofe of Pri-
vate as well as Publick Chara&er were inte-
Etefted, and by which Both were obliged; and
tih This Light T am at this Time particularly
(o confider it. 'The Nature and Confiftency
a Rational Faith in itfelf, The Rea{onable-
gdefs and Neceffity of promoting it by early
tEducation and Inftruion, were illuftrated and
tindicated in a preceding Difcourfe. --- The
Hufficient Capacity of all Mankind for a Ra-
ftional Belief, The Value and Virtue of fuch
fa Faith, and The {ufficient Eflicacy of it to an-
fiver all the Purpofes of Religion, was the Sub-
fance of the other Particulars, which remain
$how to be confidered.

. It was obferved then Thirdlv, that This Ra-
tional
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tional Faith was not only calculated for Sci. B
lars and Philofophers, but for all Sorts and De [§
grees of Men, and that the Meaneft Capaciy [
where Means of Information are afforded, ; J§
able to attain it. What has hitherto been {;} |§
of a Rational Affent in general is now tolh |
applied particularly to the Chriftian Revel;
tion. This 1s the Faith, which comes enjoine
by Authority, and enforced by Penalties, a
which alone We are concerned to prove tob:
within the Reach of every One’s Underftand. [l
ing. Whatever is faid on the Infufficiency o |
Huaman Reafon, on the Uncertainty of its Con
jectures, the FluCtuation of its Determination;
its doubtful Difcoveries in the Hand of its bet
Mafters, and 1ts {lender Progrefs in the Buk
of Mankind, 1s, as far as 1t 1s true, of Weight
on our Side, and may fhew the Expediency #
leaft, if not the Necefiity, of Revelation. I[§
may ferve to reprove the vain Confidence o
Thofe, who contend that Reafon i1s and eve|
was a {ufficient Guide at all Times, in all Cale;,
and to all Mankind, who are here confute
not only by the learned Arguments of the Dt
fenders of Religion, not only by plain Fad
and Experience, but even by the Teftimony o
their Unbelieving Brethren. But the Cafe d

unaffited Reafon i1s not the Point before Us
The
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Tie Times of that Ienorance God winked ar.
Where lefs Light was aftorded, lefs Improve-
ment was required, and their Defeds either
in Belief or Practice were neither charged with
{o heinous a Degree of Guilt, nor threatned
with fo hcavy a Degree of Punifhment. To
relieve that Darknefs and Ignorance, to en-
lighten the Underftandings and correé& the
Wills of Mankind, Revelation was afforded,
‘which, teaching by Authority, was in that very
Refpect of infinite Ule to the low Capacities
of the greater Part of them, and by reducing
jf;gw Queftion to a fingle Point concerning the
Bvidence, and offering that in a plain Manner
bfuited to their Capacities, has now enabled All
a attain to {ach a Ratzonal Faith, as may be
lufficient Principle of Knowledge and En-
'rcement of Practical Virtue. --- Of this Re-
¥caled Faith We are now to treat, which is ve-
ity truly Rational, as founded on an open Exa-
ination and full Conviction of its coming
itrom God, tho’ not difcoverable by All (or by
Bny in a perfect Degree) by the Ufe of their
Natural Reafon only. And That This 1s cal-
fulated for all Sorts and Degrees of Men, who
juftly be called Reafonable Crecatures, a
Wery brief’ Review of the Underftanding im-
arted to the Bulk of Mankind, and of the Evi-
f F dence
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dence with which this Religion 1s {fupporte| §§
may fufficiently fatisty Us. _:

Now the Reafon of common People, v,
are employed in the more laborious adi; [
Scenes of Life, 1s not etther {o dull and (tupid
nor fo quick-fighted and difcerning, as Dif:
rent Perfons for the {ame End have repr i
fented it. It cannot of it felf attend toui B
purfue thofe tedious and intricate Deductior §i§
which are neceffary to form and to enforce; i
proper Rule of Life, where a Superior Autho |
rity is wanting, but under thofe Helps and At
fiftances, which Revelation affords, It isbym
means incapable of apprehending the Proofi 8

of its Divine Original. The great Difference
betwixt Mankind 1s owing principally anij

chiefly to Education. Their Capacities for In-§
provement are much more equal than th
Means and Opportunities for i1t. The Prepot
{eflions of Inftruction therefore, as Theyae
called, are {o far from being Obftruétions t
a Rational Belief, that They are the belt Pz
paratives for it and Afliftances to it ; andcon
{equently Revelation, having made the beftPro
vifion for Inftruction, has improved the Cap
city of All Men for a Rational Faith. Few, We
own, are qualified to reafon far of Themfelves

but All are capable of it in {ome Meafurc wit?
Al
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Aflitance and Information. Their Progrefs
i ufually proportionable to the Care of their
Teachers, and what They could not have difco-
yered by their own natural Sagacity, They can
¢afily perceive to be Conclufive, when thewn
the Force of it by Others. Nor is their Faith
then the lefs Rational in them, ov their Ar-
guments for 1t of the lefs Weight, becaufe They
did not at firft difcern them by the Exercife
of their own Faculties, but recetved them by
Way of Inftru&ion from theirPreceptors. The
“Apoftle did not in the Text dire& his Difci-
Ples to find out their Duty of Themfelves, or
| to improve their Notions higher than any Phi-
| {ofophers had yet carried them, but to Je ready
uhmyf to g1ve a Reafon of the Hope that was 112
 them 5 to communicate the Arguments, which
imd been communicated to them,and to aflign
Fthofe Proofs, which had won their own Affent.
10 deny the CapaCIty of Mankind for Ratio-
tnal Conviction in this Method of Inftraétion,
s to contradiét Experience ; To obferve their
fmallPlogrefs or Improvement under thefe Me-
the little Evidence of any Rational Be-
Bliecf amongft the Vulgar, is {fometimes Mifre-
fprelentation, and, wien moft true, amounts
fonly to a Charge of Neglect: and It ought
fto be added, that where this Negle& 1s moft
--" I 2 juitly
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juftly charged, where the Parents or Teache, J§
of Religion are the moft criminally carelefs, y. |l
their very Living 1n a Chriftian Country, e [§
daily unavoidable Intercourfe with Chriftiy; |
who are better Inftructed, muft let them ;€
fome Knowledge of the Grounds of it; ujj
accordingly the Meaneft and moft Ignorm |
amongft Us, have yet better Notions of Goj J&
of the Neccility of Repentance, and of
Hope of Mercy, than Many of the moft .
lebrated ancient Philofophers; which mygk
fhew the Advantage of the loweft Degre: ojj
Inftruction, beyond the higheft Natural Aij
lities unaflifted, We have an Inftance of th
fame Benefit of Inftruction to improve thj
floweft Capacitics in thofe very Occupation

and Profeflions, which employ the Time anjg
Thoughts and Labours of this Part of
World. With what Eafe and Readinefs &|
They learn the Myfteries of a Trade, whi
They could never have brought to half th
Perfetion Themfelves, and how compleat)
will They enter into and cxecute fuch Arts
{eem unaccountable to Others of like Capa
city, who are unacquainted with thcem, who
vet make equal Proficiency in their refpectiv
Ewmployments? And if there be fcarce an I

ftance of Any but what may be made capabi¢
of
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of and ufeful 1n {ome Profeflion or Other (for
goncerning Idiots or Madmen We are not
fpeaking) then furely It is a greater leﬁculty
than Any that this ftrange Suppofition is cal-
gulated to avoid, that Thofe who are capable
f fuch Ratlonal Improvement in Other In-
%ances, {hould only be incapable of 1t in that
Wthh 1s moft their Concern, that which It is
qud is to influence therr Condu& in this
Life, and to {upport their Hope of Another,
fheir Notion of Religion. ---For if, from this
Yiew of their improveable Capacities, We pro-
geed to refleét on the general Evidences of
‘gehcnon We need not fcruple to affirm, that
They are capable of being demonftrated to the
tMeaneft Underftanding with greater Clearnefs
;han Any of thofe Principles wnh Relation to
i emporal Aftairs, on which They aét fecurely
3'? common Life. It 1s not {fuch a dry {pecu-
'_ puve abftracted Courfe of Argument, as may
ihave been reprefented, but however Contlo-
elfes and Cavils may have enlarged the De-
cnces of Religion, the ftrongeft PLoofs of it
fire really the plaineft, {uch as may be reduced
Bo a narrow Compafs and levelled to the moft
1dmary Capacity. Every Man may be aflured
fthe Being of a God, by the very fame Argu-

1ent by whlch He 1s aflured of his own. No-
| thing
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thing certainly could create it felf, but Ever
Objeék upon which He cafts his Eyes, teftif; |8
in fome Refpe&t the Greatnefs or Wildom
Goodnefs of its Author. Now from this fing: i
Article, from the Relation, which We ftand; §
to our Great Creator, follows immediately ap
dire&tly the Neceflity of Religious Worlhp |
It is in the Nature of the Thing morallyf:
It 1s 1n Point of Gratitude and Expe&atiy
abfolutely incumbent on us, that We fhoul]
thank Him for paft Mercies and pray to Hn
for future Bleflings; that We fhould truft in b
Protection, love his Goodnels, praife his Wi
dom, adore hisPower and obey his Conmmand: |
But the fame 1nfinite Goodnefs has not If
even thefe plain Confequences merely to bt
reafoned out by Us, but has given us farther|
Evidences of our Duty even in Qurf{elves, hs
implanted in our very Nature ftrong Appre|
henfions of his Righteoufnefs and Juftice, to
gether with clear Notions of the Diftinctions
of Good and Evil, and a certain Approbation
of Virtuous Condu&, and Deteftation of Wit
kednefs in every Cafe, wherein We are Our-
felves difinterefted. Our Confciences prefagt
a future Reckoning under a Righteous GO
vernour and Judge, require of Us an Imitd

tion of his adorable Attributes, and partict:
Jarly
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farly teach Us, that Juflice and Charity muft
be his Laws to Creatures whom He has made
Social and placed in Society. Thus, in the
great Articles of Morality and Natural Reli-
gion, there is {carce any Room for Error in any
plain unprejudiced Perfon, at leaft not in the
E Methods of Education before vindicated, but,
' pnder this Advantage, the Certainty of thefe
--Truths and Neceflity of thefe Practices ap-
i pears indifputable, and may {erve even in more
L gontroverted Points as a certain Rule to diftin-
! guifh our Maker’s Will and our Daty. - Bat
{'our Obligation to obey all the Laws of our
I Maker being Univerfal, and Revelation claim-
| ing to be confidered as his Law, is on that
f Account deferving of Examination, and upon
& Txamination will on Account of its Truth and
k Evidence be found deferving of Reception.
 Yor here again the Evidences of revealed Re-
E-ligion are level to common Capacities, and may
:be judged of by the fame Degree of Senfe and
g Reafon, which enables Men to judge of the
Ordinary Affairs of Life. It might be pre-
svioufly prefumed, that the Goodnefs of God
fwould not leave his Creatures uninformed in
jthe great Rules of Duty and Motives of En-
f couragement, and that our Reafon unaflifted
s infufficient to thefe Purpoles, 1s a Matter of
Fact
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Fac rather than of Argument: And if Ty [
Method of Reafoning be thought equally ¢q, I
clufive for the Univerfality of Revelation, ;|§
may be obferved, that the Mercies of God ;; I
in no Inftance equally conferred on All; oy
It is more reconcileable to our Notions of | i
Goodnefs, to believe, that He has afforded t;: 8
Blefling to Some rather than to None; =i
that in Reality the Means of Revelation hy: ||
been almoft Univer{al, tho” the Iniquity uij
Criminal Negle& of Mankind have defean |
the Effect ; and It was never the Intent of I [
vidence necceflarily to overrule the Liberty o
Free Agents either in Matters of Faith or Ira
Ctice. But if there were not thefe preparatoyj
Grounds to expeét a Revelation, the poliuj
Proofs of 1t are clear, obvious and {uthcien
The Reafonablenels of the Do&trines thern
delivered, The Excellency of the Precepts ther
by enjoined, are in them{elves a {trong Pro
of its Divine Original. The Meaneft Capaci
can judge of this, can {ee that Laws {o Ho}
and Juft and Good are genuine Copies of ther
Maker's Will, and worthy that Heaven fron
whence They claim their Defcent. With Reg
gard particalarly to the Precepts of Chufti
nity, This is {fo Evident, that there are Som

who pretend to receive it merely on this At
thorith
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thority, who diftinguifh Themielves by the new
Title of Chriftian Deifts, as pretending to em-
prace the Gofpel folely becaufe of its Rea-
fonable and Moral Fitnefs, reje&mn‘ all the ex-
ternal Evidence on which It 1s founded. And
ﬁtho This Difguife 1s too thin to impofe on the
Joweft Underftanding, and was probably fcarce
intended as a Cloak to their Infidelity, but as
a more plaufible Method of attacking all Re-
xelation;; tho the Authors of it defire not, I
di]ppofe, to be {ufpected of being Chrlﬁ:lans,
tand it is impoflible, thatThey fhould really be-
;f jeve the new Teftament, who reject and vilify
}n ¢ Old, yet This is however a ftrong Acknow-
', edgment of the Reafonablenefs of the Moral

:_‘ recepts of Chriftianity, a Teftimony from an
tknemy of theiwr Excellency, Truth and Ufeful-
jhes. With Regard farther to the Doctrines
Beculiar to Chriftianity, tho They were not
: 1fcoverable by Reafon, yet They are perfectly
' 1table to it, and clear up many Difficulties,
i which the thmkmo‘ Men amongft the Hea-
hens were mvolved Nay the Foundation
gven of thefe Doé&rines may I think be faid
R0 be difcernible in Ourfelves, Our own Hearts
fnay fhew Us the Want of a Saviour, may te-
Jtify the Imperfe@ion of our beft A&ions, and
khe Inexcufablenefs of our many bad ones,

G which
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which according to our natural Notions of To
ftice and Equity feem to require fome Sy @
faction and Atonement. Now here the ¢, [
{pel opens to Us a comfortable and confifey B
Scheme of Divine Goodnefs, inftruéts Us h, i
Mercy and Juftice were reconciled, that p, |8
don might be extended to the Reformed wit), I
out derogating from the Authority of the DR
vine Laws ; and that, tho” Sin was hereby r. @
dred more exceeding Sinful, yet Penitent §,
ners might be admitted to Forgivenels i
Happinefs. Nor are the main Points of i
external Evidence of Chriftianity lefs eafyy
be diftinguifhed and cleared. A Man thatly
Claim to a Commiflion from Heaven to i
ftruct Mankind, and teaches Dodtrines wortl
of God and ufeful to Men, that confirms th
Claim by working Miracles in many Inftanes
plainly {upernataral, makes even thofe Mn
cles charitable and beneficial, and offers the
freely to Publick Examination, perfifts inth
good and miraculous Condu& thro™ his L
and at length offers up that Life in Confim
tion of all his foregoing Pretenfions, offers E
dence, One would think, almoft irrefiftibk
incapable however of any rational Anfwer §
Evafion. God Almighty undoubtedly would
lend his Power to confirm a Lye, nor the Ut

i
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il affit in fupporting the Caufe of Piety and
Yirtue. --- But farther, 1f a Perfon, who had
‘thus laid down his Life in Vindication of his
Iluth and Faithtulnels, fhould likewife {peedi-
br take it again by his own Divine Power,
{hould felect Diiciples to publifh his Religion,
and enable them to preach the fame Do&rine
in the {fame miraculous Manner ; if They fhould
f atteft publickly his Reﬁlrrecﬂ:ion by every Mark
 of Truth and Sincerity, which can be affixed
" ‘ a juft Evidence, fhould in Parfnance of his
ommand difperfe Themf{elves over the World,
ery where agreeing in the fame Account,
mng up every View 1n Life to confirm thelr
1 eftimony, and unmoved by all the Terrors of
fcath. If in Confequence of this Teftimony
hey fhould inculcate the fame Righteous Pre-
¥cpts, and command the Powers of Heaven
Bnd Earth to bear Witnefs to their Dodtrine
"-"_t‘! Signs and Wonders and miraculous Gifts .
ff thus uninfluenced by any Motive but the
W ove of Truth, and unaffifted by any Advantage
put the Force and Evidence of it, They fhould
It length prevail, and eftablifh their Religion,
R0 They loft their Lives, All This muft be-
ond Controver{y manifeft the Truth of thefe
Bretenfions; which is ftill farther confirmed by

B¢ Converfion of Thofe, who could not be
'; G2 con-
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convinced bunt by undemable Evidence, a3
would have avoided the Conviction, if poffibl. [
But farther yet, if All this was foretold, whe, |
1t could not be forefeen but by Divine Infpi,
tion, If many minute Circumftances relatin | -7
to the Time of the Appearance of the Authy J§
of this Religion, his Parentage and Birth, Do |
&rines and Praétices, Life and Death, wep [
diftinctly predicted and punctually fulfilled jn J1
the Event, 1f This whole Scheme of our 5. |
vation was gradually revealed from the Org
nal Occafion of the Neceflity of 1t in the Tl
of our Tirft Parents, and was prefigured both ji
in the Patriarchal and Jewith Difpenfations, i i
the Sacrifices under the former, and the n. |
merous Ceremonies of the latter; If laftlyEv. JE
ry fuch fignificant Rite was traly compleatci i
in the Life or the Do&rine of our Savior, i
then to whatever Caufe Infidelity may be ov- '
ing, yet It is not to the Want of plain Eu
dence, {uited to the Capacity of the Meaneft o
Mankind. Other Arguments may be brough
and have been brought by Great and Goo
Men, for the Confirmation of our Religion;|
but It is not neceflfary to a Rational Faih,
that Every One muft know Every Thing, whia
has been faid in Defence of it; and in Truth
Thefe, which are the moft ufual and obviot

Proofs

C et B . A% =g B H
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rroofs of 1t, are likewife the moft Convincing

and lealt llable to Evafion. Objecions indeed

may be raifed againft each {everal Part of it,

and {o there might again{t Demonftration it
felf, but They are capable of a very fufhcient
Beply, as has appeared upon every Trial; and
Thofe, who are capable of comprehending a
ﬁiﬁiculty, may We hope comprehend a Solu-
tion alfo. On this Account feveral long and
laboured Detences have appeared, wluch had
éot otherwife been neceffary, as One in par-
'ggcular of a very convincing Kind, which, by
.ﬁ]ewmo' that the fame Objeé’clons which are
made againft our Holy Faith, would 1n every
Ipf’cance lie equally ftrong againft the Confti-
tocion of Nature, has dnven the Objectors to
1heir true and only Refuge, That of Atheifm,
kand has demonftrated the Inconfiftency of all
ithele Cavils when proceeding from a profefled
mft Such Difcoveries as Thefe are of fin-
gular Ule for the Satisfa&ion of Thofe, who
ave had their Minds diftracted with the fre-
‘ uentlecourfe orWritings of Unbelievers,but
grc not requifite to the Eftablifhment of a Ra-
onal Faith 1n Thofe, whofe Practical Employ-
hent has placed Them out of the Way of fuch
b&raéted Speculations; who having juftly ac-
uzefced in a View of the Reafonableneﬁ of
the
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the Do&rine taught, the Purity of the P
cepts enjoyned, and the farther Confirmatjo 8
of them by Miracles and Prophecies, are fuf; J§
ciently qualifyed to gzve a Reafon of the Hy, J&
that is in them, tho They are not able to gjx i
an Account of all the Controverfies that hay; 8
been raifed upon the Subje&. The Objection |8
to the main Points of this Evidence lie out f |8
the Road of all common Senfe and commg
Underftanding. No plain fenfible Man wou
ever have found out, that Morality 1t{elf wi; i
ogroundlefs, that the Diftin&ions of Virtue and
Vice, of Good and Evil, were imaginary, an
Nothing more than the Creatures of Poliy;
that thofe Practices, which have the hateld
Name of Vice athxed to Them, are not onjy
Innocent but Ufeful and Neceflary to the Sup
port and Welfare of Society ; that, as to ou
ward Evidence, Facs contrary to the Couil
of Nature are abfolately impofiible, and Pre
dictions, however exaétly accomplifhed, no bet
ter than lucky Guefles, which prove Nothing;
that Human Teftimony can deferve no Credi,
becaufe of its Fallibility, this Poffibility of k-
ror being an Anfwer to all the moft certan
Affurances of Truth; that Hiftory of paftFads
however attefted, 1s fill more precarious, ®

being indeed only an Uncertain Hearfay, &
ferving
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ferving of no other Attention than what our

Curiofity may afford 1t ; that Infpiration is in
its own Nature abfurd and impoffible; that Re-

yelation is mncapable of being communicated,
and that the very Suppofition of Various Dif-
.Eenfatlons would be a Refle©tion on the Di-
gxne Immutability., --- Thefe I fay are Obfer-
vations, which would never have offered of
tllemfelves to difturb the Rational Belief of the
Qenerahty of Mankind. Theic Noble Difco-
'gprles have been offered as Arguments of the
aupenor Genius of the Authms of them, and
tipdeced We own They do not lie level to the
@ommon Apprehenfion of Mankind. The Mif-

fprtune is, that They are contradicted likewife
iby other Advocates of Infidelity, who would
kbe unwilling to be thought of lefs Superiour
tReach of Underftanding, who have endea-
youred to ferve the Glorious Caufe in another
-; lethod and Courfe of Argument, and have
foverthrown this whole Set of Principles, which
Bome had thought {o formidable to Religion.

Y Thefe we are taught that the Rules of Truth
f d Virtue are fo clear and indelible, that They
gannot be overlooked or miftaken, that Virtue
in itfelf fo amiable that It needs no outward
knforcement, nor Any Thing but its own in-

fitinfick Beauty and Suitablenef(s to our Moral
' Tafte
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Tafte to recommend and {upport it ; that, 4 | ' A
lowing the Poflibility of Revelatlon, the Cre ]
dlblllty of Hiftory, and the Sufhciency of ), 88 -
racles and Prophecies, when well attefted, 1 Ji:
confirm 1t, yet in this Cafe They are not N
plicable, for that Fraud and Impofture migh
occafion the Atteftation of the Difciples ol
Jelus, tho” They acted indeed in a Manner . Ji§°
ufual with Deceivers, and facrificed all th R
Interefts in this Life and all their Hopesj
another, for the Sake of an ufelefs unprofitab}: |l
Falthood; or Enthofiafm might work Wo,JR&
ders and Miracles, and be the Foundation (i
this rational and confiftent Scheme of ReljiE
gion. Whichever of thefe contradiGory Ml
ciples of Unbelief be thought of moft Weich, i
'tis plain at firft View, that there are Diffici g
ties in both of them much greater than int:3
Faith of Chriftians; that They contain P8
doxes abhorrent to Human Reafon, and {ul
as None, who were guided by the commo
Principles of it could have been in Dangert
falling into ; that, however acutely urged, Thig
betray a great Moral Blindnefs, and may fhe
that the greateft Capacities do not always judg
beft in Matters of Religion; the Examinatod
of Controverfies may and will confirm all In

partial Perfons in the Belief of our Religiorg
Wi
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when They fee what Abfurdities its Wifeft Op.
ponems are driven to, to evade the Evidence
of 1t; but this Knowiedge of the Obje&ions
30 it is not n 1tielf neccffary to a Ratlonal
$elnef The plamef’c Underftanding, was
9 efore oblerved, is able to judge of the plam
vidence of Religion, and in one Refpe&t beft
.’:f;;ble, as It 1s lefs hable to be influenced by the
#pffe@ation of peculiar Notions and new Dif-
,j:oveues --= And This very Obfervation will
iBhroperly lead Us to the next Point which I
?‘; ropofed to confider, namely
f‘: That a Rational Faith is therefore a proper
[®\(atter of Probation, juftly to be required un-
filer Penalties, and fuitably to be inferted in our
'-? etitions to our Maker. --- Confcience and Be-
1ef are reprefented as Articles which have not
: he leaft Conne&ion with Each Other. The
BUnderftanding, it is faid, is neceffarily deter-
i'j'}j ined by the Evidence as it appears; and as the
BAllent therefore 1s not voluntary, It muft be
ncapable of any Imputation of Virtue or De-
Bneric. Some have carried the fame Kind of
BArcument a little farther, and urged it as con-
ilufive agam{’c any Freedom of the Will, for
hat it i1s neceflarily determined by the laft
udgment of theUnderftanding ; and thus there

. san End at once of all Religion and Virtue,
) H fince
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fince We are deprived of all Liberty either ;[
our Thoughts or Actions. DBut as Rifing nill
Walking was the fhorteft and eafiet Confyy, J§
tion of all the Philofophers Arguments agajy s
the Poffibility of Motion, fo the Power (JE
Choice, which We All experience and dyj;
exercife in our Condudt, is the cleareft 2§
{fwer to all the {fpeculative Difficultics, that i
raifed concerning Human Liberty; and par J§
cularly how much We are influenced in oxff
Opinions by our Inclinations, is obvious e[
to Proverbial Obfervation. --- Let Us firft theji
briefly look into Fa&, and obferve how cleaii{ii
the {uppofed Strength of this Objeétion is il g
proved by plain Experience. 1If there wasnj
Pofhibility of Choice in the Nature of Beli/ i
if the Underftanding was always neceffarily &: 38
termined by the Appearance of the Ewvideng
and That Appearance was neceffary likewi:
(otherwife 1t affects not the prefent Queftin
then where the Lvidence was offered opel
and publickly to All with equal Clearnefs, a
where there 1s an equal Degree of Capac
to apprehend it, there the Refult would c
tainly be in All the Same, and an Univerl
Affent or Disbelief would enfue. This mu
unavoidably be the Confequence, if the Evi

dence did of Neceflity force the Judgment
fo
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for if It was nfufhcient, It moft equally ap-
pear to be fo to All of Equal Abilitics; If fatif-
fctory, 1t muft extort the Same Affent from

| of like Capacity. DBut the Lvent We {fee
%vexy far otherwife. Men, who are in every
her Refpeé’c entircly on the Level, arc great-
divided 1n their ]udgment on the Evidence
ngRehmon which 1s a ftrong Prefumption, I
@ay {ay a ftrick Demonf’cmtlon, that the Judg-
ments of Some of them are influenced by Some-
a ghat elfe than the Appearance of the Evidence.
v is owned on the One Side, that there have
late arifen Some very able Advocates for
who have offered fome very mafter-
f Performances in Defence of it, and have ma-
faccd the Evidence of it {o advant-’m‘eouﬂy,
al: in the End It has amounted to a convin-
ng Demonftration : (tho' the Intent of this -
&cknowledgment was only to argue the Inca-
ity of the Vulgar for fuch argumentative
Rcvs of it) and It muft likewife be owned on
®e Other, that there are too many Perfons
g luthcient Abilities and Reach of Under-
' ndmcr engaged in the Oppofition; from
hence this Conclufion however may be drawn,
pat Faith is no fuch involuntary neceflary Re-
it from the Appearance of the Evidence; for

fien All, who are fo well qualified to judge,
H 2 would

!.
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would judge alike, where the Grounds of R,
ligion are {o openly and freely examined, 4
They are amongft Us. --- Buat, 1n Trurh, T};
Cafe of the Freedom of Aflent, and the Cq,.
{fequent Virtue of 2 Right and Blameablene;
of a Wrong Belief, is, when clearly reprefente
void of all DiﬁﬁCUltY. To fay, that It is ne.
ceffarily determined according as the Evidepe
appears conclafive, or not, 1s playing wi
Words, and 1s no Other than Saying, tha}
cannot judge otherwife than It does then ady
ally judge, that 1s, 1t cannot give and refuf
its Affent to the fame Thing at the fame Time
It is like the forementioned Argument againf
Freedom of Will from 1ts being determine
by the laft Judgment of the Underftanding
whereas this final Determination of the Jud
ment to chufe or not to chufe 1s plainly th
very A& of Volition, and the Whole amouns
to no more, than that a Man cannot choot
otherwife than He does, on Suppofition I
actually makes this Choice. Thus hikewile ou
Tudgment of the Force of the Evidence s the
very A itfelf of our Affent or Diffent, and
to {ay, that This 1s neceffarily determined, &
That appears to Us, is only Saying, that Wt
cannot judge otherwife than We do, on Sup-

pofition that We make this Judgment, --- BUI
1
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if our Judgment of the Evidence does depend
entirely on our tree Ufe of the proper Means
o form a2 Right Judgment, then a Criminal
leregard to all Obligations, or Vicious Preju-
dlces in our Enquiry into the Nature and Ex-
,&snt of them, may poffibly be the Foundation
of a very falle Judgment or Affent, which in
thls Cafe muft juftly bear the fame Imputation.

Now the very Nature of a Rational Faith may
glew Us, that This 1s and muft be the Cafe.

fghe Arguments, which are offered to aflure
ys of the Truth of Religion, can be convin-
?mg to Us only by the Application of them
go our own Underftandings. If no fuch Ap-
Plication is made, the Whole of the Evidence,
however demonftrative, muft be entirely loft;

Jt 1t be made partially, We fhall fee juft ib
gnuch of the Force of it, as our own Inclina-
gons lead Us to look into; In both Cafes, We
glall judge indeed as the Evidence appears, but
Egthat It does not appear 1n all its commanding
Strength, fufficient to extort and eftablifh a
%nght Faith, 1s plainly our own Fault, and the
iError can have no Claim to the Excufe of being
ﬂnvoluntary There 1s not any Thing 1n the
iWorld that We have a freer Ufe of’our Facul-
‘ties in, than in fuch an Enquiry into the Evi-
dences of God's Will and our Duty. We may

or
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or may not be diligent in this important Exay,.
nation; we may or may not be honeft in cop,
paring the Evidences, or admitting the Wh,
Weight of it on that Side , which We may hy
private Reafons to wilh might prove leaft con
clufive; We may or may not be ralhin judginp
from a fingle Difliculty, which at firft Sight ap.
pears Infuperable, without waiting for the pn.
per Solution of it; or We may come with g
without the prefumptuousExpectation of havi
the Whole Schemes of Infinite Wildom mad:
plain to our Narrow Capacity, and cleared
from every Difficulty ; Which Expedctation cn
only open the Way to Univerfal Scepticifm,
In All thefe Cafes our Determination will end
according to the Difpofition We begm an
proceed with, and our Faith will be blameabk
or Virtuous, as the Motives and Means wer
Good or Bad, which occafioned this Affent,
The Whole of this Do&rine concerning the
Virtue of Believing proceeds upon this Sup
pofition; that there 1s Evidence {ufficient t
{atisfy every fincere impartial Perfon, who pro
ceeds with that Fidelity and Care, which ar
apparently due to an Enquiry fo important &
that which relates to the Will of his Maker:
If this Suppofition be allowed, the Difficuiy

is at an End; for It is plain, that a Man b
the
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+he due Ufe of his Faculties, which is in his own
power, and by the Exercife of thofe Virtues
E'ﬁnd Difcharge of thofe Duties, which are un-
Bjucttionably bmdmb, may attain to a right
&qith as far as 1t is neceflary to Him; and isjuft-
4. sccountable for his Iniquity and the Abufe
o his Talents, if he do not. If the Suppofition
__, S 21F be d:fputed We are ever ready to join
Bue upon it; but then the prefent Queftion
B oiven up, and a proper Enquiry will follow
to the Merits of the Caunfe, which,when fair-
By conducted, will ever turn to the Advantage
f Chriftianity. Such Enquiry will {fet the Evi-
Mence of it in {o fair a Light, as will open the
BEycs of all Mankind, who are not blinded by
ffome wilful Degree of Darknefs; who either
Bdo not entirely avoid the Sight, or caft an ob-
ique Reflection on it, or view it thro’ fome
BMift or unclear Medium; that is, who do not
'_ otally difregard it, or partially examine it, or
sre not clouded by the Veil of Prejudice. --- As
go the frequent Profeflions of the Sincerity of
_? nbelievers, who declare They have faith-
Rully and impartially examined,and yet are not
at:sﬁed We are not obliged to account for
,_l hefe. There are very many fallfe Pretenfions
1 the World, and where there is no fraudu-

dent Defign of Impofing upon Others, there
1 :
1S
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1s often much Criminal Self-Deceit in oy oy
Hearts, which may poflibly {fo blind Us, 4,18
make Us infenfible ot the Wilfulnefs of ,§iE
own Errors, which neverthelefs are not oy ¢, i
Account Innocent ; bat this Whole Cafe ism '
the Hands of God the Searcher of Hearts, y,J
will fully reveal them to Themfelves and(
thers at the laft Day. --- And fince by g
the Cafe 1s finally to be determined, lei[ |}
view it at prefent more particualarly withRe
{pect to Him. Now whatever Doubts and Di§
putes We may raile on this Subje&, vyet
Author of our Nature, and of the Revela
afforded for the Guidance of our Condu, b
knows the juft Strength of Both, He kno
the Extent of our Capacities, and the S
ciency of the Evidence which He has afford:
for our Conviction, and, in requiring Belietc
Us, has required Nothing more than fuch
datiful Attention to the Nature and the A
teftation of his Laws, as will not fail we
1in our compleat Satistaction. Thus Convidle
may be enfured, tho Examination be allow
and Men may be invited to judge freely, @
yet a Right Determination be expedted a

required of them ; and that for this plamRe
fon, becaufe {fuch a fair Examination, free fio

all Paflion or other vicious Prejudice, will ce
| tain
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ginly lead them to fo plain and eafy a Difco-
sﬂ-y ... For the fame Reafon the Reftraints
EfThreats in this Cafe, and the Danger of
grong Decifions, are very confiftent with a Ra-
.j.’ onal Faith ; becaufe the Event does plainly
pend upon the Sincerity of our own Pro-
gcdings. The Enforcement of thatLaw, which
qun‘es Belief by Terrors, has Nothmg pecu-
lar in it, which can arife to an Objection in
§his, more than in the Cafe of any other Law,
§hich commands Something within our own
fower ; nay, what there is peculiar in the Cafe,
.y be urged more ftrongly in Favour of the
Benalty here afligned, fince the Importance of
Bhis Precept requires a {uitable Enforcement,
Bihc Goodnefs of our Practice muft depend on
B¢ Purity of our Faith. An honeft Enquiry
Bto the Will of God muft be the Foundation
ff 2 Right Obedience, and This, as being the
Rafis of the Whole, muft be of more Confe-
lcnce than any fingle Pracical Duty, and
Bitably deferve even a ftronger Penal Sanction.
g For the {ame Reafon again, This may very
joperly be made the Subje& Matter of our
fevotions, and We may very confiltently pray
ir the Encreafe or Perfeverance of our Faith,
Bo Rational, fince the Succefs of it, as {uch,
kpends on the free and proper Ufe of our
_- I . own
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own Reafon. This 1s {fo far from an Ol |
&ion, that It 1s 1n 1tlelf, without the Chnﬁiap "
Do&rine of cooperating Grace,a properGroyy
of Application to our Maker, and 1s juft asRe;. i
fonable as praying, that We may be Humb); §
Diligent, Temperate and Faichful, Itis as pro
per in this as in all other Cafes, wherein oy
own honeft Labours and Endeavours are neg
{fary: And This 1s even an Article of Natur|
Religion, and may be argued from the Rel:.|§
tion which a Creature ftands in to his Creator §
cven to theiwr Satisfaction, who are to be con
vinced by Nothing but the Reafon and Fitnef
of Things. 1 proceed therefore to .
The Laft Point, which I propofed to con
fider, namely, that This Rational Faith is {uf
ficient to anfwer all the Iinds of Religion, fud
as Unity of Opinion amongft its Members, an
Perfonal Amendment in Each Individual
It has been before obferved, that our Fait
i1s not the lefs Rational, becaufe the Articls
of 1t were not originally of our own Difcover,
but were communicated to Us and confirmed
to Us by Arguaments fuflicient to convince oir
Underftandings: and on this plain Diftinétion
depends the Determination of this Part o
the Subje¢t. Were We to have reafoned ou
the Whole Syftem of our Duty by our Naturlal
Lioht
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Light only, and been obliged to find it, the
Pbjection had been plaufible, that it could not
L@e expected, that in this Method We fhould

svet be brought to think alike, or could at- .
F in to fuch an Unity of Faith, as might be the

iFoundation of United Publick Worfhip. But
hen the One great Point of our Enquiry is
That only concerning the Evidence of thofe
Truths which are oftered for our In-
nion, upon our Examination of this One

i rticle and Acknowledgment of the Sufficien-
oy of it, the Authority of the Whole ftands un-
fucttionably confirmed ; and All particular Do-
ffirines and Precepts are received by Us with-
ot Hefitation,as coming immediately from the
BAuthor of Nature and God of Truth. Upon
"“ s Principle our Affent to them is ftrictly Ra-
Rional; and This is plainly a more fhort, more
B8:(y, and more certain Method of arriving at
8 Knowledge of Truth, than by any Delinea-
gon of the Religion of Nature by each Parti-
jular Perfon. Thus Unity of Belief in all ne-
Bellary Points may reafonably be expected from
Riole, who upon proper Convi&tion acknow-
§cdge the fame Revelation, and much more a
piitten Revelation, as the common Rule of
heir Faith ; becaufe all neceflary Articles are
felivered therein with a Clearnefs anfwerable
: I 2 (G
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to their Importance. In this Senfe even ¢ B
mon Standard Creeds may be the Effeéls of b, |8
vate Reafoning , as being plain Summarie; (i
the Do&rine containedin that Book, of why: i
Divine Authority Every One has or may i
Evidence {ufficient for the Convition of }

own Underftanding. If indeed by Privu|
Reafoning was meant Each Man’s fepuu§
Arguings upon the Stock of his own Nauf
ral Abilities, This Effe¢t of one Uniform B
lief would be an Impoffibility ; but All th
can be {aid upon this Subjeét concerning t
Uncertainty of {uch Philofophical Detem
nations, the precarious Conclufions and fr§
quent Variations, is foreign to the Point bt
tore Us, and proves only what We cannot t
often be reminded of, the Blefling, whichW
enjoy 1n a Revealed Religion, and the Ing:
titude and Infenfibility to their own Inter!
of Thofe who rejeét it. But It 1s fufhae
to anfwer the Direction in the Text, of g
a Reafon of the Hope that is in them, it Tk
are able to aflign proper Grounds of their
knowledgment of the Divine Authority of}
velation, by which the Truth of all the C
tents of it is at once unan{werably confirm
And from hence will follow amongft the Ir
feflors of this Religion, not perhaps an LE“‘
| 0
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Conformity of Opinion in every Point, but
fuch an Uniformity of Belief in the Effential
#rticles of 1t, as will be a {ufficient Foundation
ﬁ’or Religious Union and Communion. The
ﬁundamentals of Chriftianity are on All Sides

knowledged to be few, plain and eafy; and
%ven Thole, who have carried the Notion of
?-ﬂ hem to the higheft Extent, do yet diftinguifh
fitly berwixt fuch Points, as may be effentlal
Bo the Scheme of our Salvation in itfelf, and
: as may be neceflary to the Salvation of
@articular Perfons. ‘That Some of thefe clear-
moft fundamental Articles are {fometimes
ficjcCted, is no more an Obje&ion againft their
?'f;' ruth or Perfpicuity, than It is againft the Evi-
Blence of this Religion itfelf, that the Whole
: flts Authority 1s denled and ridiculed by O-
Bhers.  That Some, for Inftance, in Do&rine,
' ppofe the Satisfa&ion made by Chrift to the
Pivine Juftice for the Sins of the World, which
he Scriptures in repeated Paffages and great
Wariety of Phrafes do clearly aflert ; and on
Bhich the very Nature and Notion of our Re-
Bemption depend ; that Others in Practice
fave fet afide thofe authoritative Inftitutions
Fhich were ordained by Chrift Himfelf as the
pnly Means of entitling Us to the Benefit of his
ovenant, g¢an be accounted for in no other

Way




[ 70 ]

Way than the Poflibility and the Progrefs ¢
Infidelity itfelf, It only {fhews how much, ng.
withftanding all Objections, Men's Faith i
their own Power, that no Proofs of this Nartyy
can extort Aflent, but that, let the Evidence i
never {o conclufive and demonftrative initf);
It may however be evaded and rejeted. 1t
fufficient to eftablilh and vindicate a Ration
Faith and the Unity propofed to be effeét
by i1t, that there i1s Evidence enough to con
vince every Impartial Mind both of the A
thority of the Revelation, and of every Artide
which It teaches as really ncceflary to Salw.
tion; and where the Iixamination 1s made with
the Fidelity due to Religious Enquiries, there
will, 1n thele Lflential Points at leaft, be no
Danger of an erroncous Determination.
And as {fuch a Rational Faith will be {uthcien
to eftablifh anUnity of Belief amongft the Pro
feflors of it, as far as fuch Unity 1s indifpenfably
requifite, {o will it alfo be {ufficient to aniwe
the other great End of Religion, to influenc
each private Believer to a true, faithful and vir
tuous Condu&. That in very many Inftance
It fails of its proper Effe, is to be attributed
to the Negle& and criminal Abufe of theI'ro
fe(fors ; but We are only concerncd to fhew,tha

it 1s well calcalated to influence the Deterpﬂ-
natior
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kqtion of a Moral Agent, and that It will have
', s Weight with every Wife Man who is guided
yReafon, or affeted by Gratitude, or moved
B the moft important Hopes or Feals. In-
eed as was before obferved, if a Rational
§F.th implied fuch Motives only as Each privatc
* would, without any Affiftance or Infor-
ation, be able to argue out of Him{elf, One
ght plaufibly declaun upon the {mall Effects
¥hat [t would have in Life, not only on Ac-
"'?. of the {lender Progrefs of it amongft the
Bulk of Mankind, but thro the Want of {uf-
aent Sanctions, where thefe Reafonings were
X B.rried to the beﬁ: Perfection. The Diftin&ion
fGood and Evil, the bare Dilcernment of
Right and Wrong, would {carce have fufficient
aWeight among[’c the Neceflities and Tempta-
h'ons of the World; and, howcver warm the
flontemplative Phllo{bpher might be, whilft
&ually engaged 1n his abﬂ:raéted Speculatlons,
et when He came out into Life, and found
Virtue on the fuffering Side,when He mult crofs
Bis Paflions, facrifice his Interefts, deny his
 ppetites, and perhaps forfeit his Reputation,
it He will adhere to the Path which his Rea-
on approves, ‘tis eafy to fee that He will ftand
an need of fome better Support, to eftablilh
- s Conduét and crown it with Yer{everance.
' But
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But All This is only a Refleétion on the In( €
ficiency of Philofophy, but 1s not applica: i
to Thofe, who acknowledge a Divine Revel, i€
lation, and believe that their Duaty is enforc il
by the Sanéion of Eternal Rewards and i
nilhments, For if Realon alone be not {if
cient to command our Paffions, yet a Fair 8
which is founded on a Rational View of t}
Evidence of its Divine Original, may ha
greater Weight ; as This reprefents the Cif
in a much higher Light, and prefents Us wi
fuch Motives to the Difcharge of our Daty, th
upon the Confideration of Them every Ten |8
ptation vanifhes into Nothing: As our Beli
is hereby much extended, our Practice appens
{uitably of greater Importance ; and He whobe
lieves that the Eternal Son of God condefcent:
ed to endure the general Infirmities of Huma
Nature, and the peculiar Miferies of an afflicte

and perfecuted State, concluded by the pan
ful and fhameful Death of Crucifixion; th

He endured all this, only to render our Trant
greflions capable of Forgivenefs, and to entits
Us to Glory and Felicity; and that He by
required of Us a Life of Piety and Virtue, :
the indifpenfable Condition of receiving Bex
fit from his Merits, and obtaining this Title¥

Pardon and Happinefs; He, 1 fay, who«
Knov
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mowledges this Method and Myftery of Mer-
E}!, lies under Obligations fuperior to all Dif:
ficulties , and 1s {upported by every Motive,
ﬁhich ought or which can influence a Rea-
B‘bnable Creature. Tis true even this Faith will
ot enable Us to work Miracles, nor was it ever
Jeﬁgned that It fhould. There was indeed a
®eculiar Promife of this Kind made to Thofe,
4 were to be the Firft Witnefles of the Go-
Hbel, to enable Them to propagate it with Suc-
fie(s; but This was Part of the Supernatural
idence of their Faith, not a Natural Effec
B it. It is fufficient, that It will raife Us to
practicable Degree of Virtue, and afford
s fuch Strength and Confolation in all Trials
Bind Diftrefles, as no other Principle can equal.
Bomplacency and Satisfaction of Mind even
i the worft Circumftances are the Peculiar
Rrivileges of this Rational Faith, the Conftant
Bupport of Thofe, who can give a Reafon of the
Wy that is in them. ‘The Philofopher might
pc at a Lofs, for the Reafons before given,
Ficn He fhould moft need Comfort; but the
§hriftian can always with Readinefs and Foy
gemember in whom He has ¢rufted. To inftance
i1 the moft difficult Cafe, that can be put upon
Bhis Queftion, the Cafe of Martyrdom, even
fhere that a Rational Faith is {ufficient to ena-

fole Men to go through it, is confirmed by plain
. K Ex-
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Experience. Not to mention the Noble 4.
iy of Primitive Martyrs, our Firft Reformg,
fubmitted to Blood upon a Rational Belef.
They went againft the Prejudices of their Eq,.
cation. They were converted by Argumen
from their former Opinions, neither was th
Queftion concerning the Authority of Chi.
ftianity itfelf, but the Truth of Some of j;
particular Doétrines. Yet for thefe only d¢
They lay down their Lives, and that with vey
aggravating Circumftances of Horror. The
oreater Importance of their future Interett o.
verballanced the prefent Terrors, and what
ever is faid to the contrary may be confuted
by Fact in a View of their Sufferings. Th
Inftance 1s the more Remarkable, as It s the
very Cafe of Converfion, and fhews that the
Alteration of a Man’s Firft Notions does not
immediately lead him to an Indifference to Al
Opinions what{oever., The Common Obler-
vation is, We knhow, on the other Side, thu
Converts are apt to be moft zealous, as indeed
Who fhould be more in Earneft than Thole,
who are fatisfied They have embraced the
T'ruth, not by Prejudice, but by Perfonal En-
quiry and {ferious Conviction? It would be
ftrange to think, that a Rational Faith fhould
in its own Nature be too cold a Principle of

Action in Rational Creatures; or that Thole,
who




[ 75 1

_E upon Examination beft know that their
BRcligion is well founded, fhould be there-
'f‘_"';. the leaft Zealous in its Favour. The
b uth is, the little Effe@ which We fee of
Bl powerful a Principle of Piety and Virtue,

B our Holy Religion, 1s owing to this very
* Paule, that Men do not examine 1t fo much as
hey ought; that They beftow their Thoughts
R[5 on Rehglon than on any other Subjedt,
Ind that They do not attend to it with that
Piligence and Impartiality, which the Impor-
#nce of it plainly deferves. Where it is ratio-
Bally and faithfully attended to, 1t has better
Bnfluence ; and the World, God be thanked,
s not yet with all its Degeneracy without {fome
Glorions Inftances of the Spirit of Chriftia-
@iy, fuch as fhew the great and good Effects
B 2 Rational Faith; fuch as fhew the Lixcel-
of 1t in itfelf and its Ufefulnefs to the
p/orld, and by a plain practical Proof give a
Rrong prefumptive Argument of the Divine
gommiflion of their Mafter. May the Num-
pers of fuch Profeffors daily increafe, who by
heir Lives as well as Arguments illuftrate the
Foundation of their Fa:th the Heavenly Au-
hﬁl‘ltY of the Religion that influences them.

B [he Refult of all that has been offered, with
ficcard both to Faith and Pracice, is bneﬂy

B 01s; that We defend this Dire@ion of the
K 2 Apotltle
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Apoftle againft all Adverfaries whatfoever,
jaftify a free Enquiry into the Foundation ay
the Doctrines of Religion, as our beft Pref
- vative both from Infidelity and Superftition.
that, by a fair and faithful Attention and Ey.
mination, the Evidences of our Faith may fhi:
upon Us 1n their due Strength, and Wem;
at the fame Time and by the {ame Method b
delivered from thofe Extravagancies of Enth
fia{m, which have given an Handle to the Con
mon Enemy to mifreprefent and ridicule ti

Whole; that, in our Condu&, We take th
fame faithful Care to do Juftice to our Beli
that We may not difparage the Force ofh
noble an Argument of its Truth and Ulel
nefs, as is drawn from its Tendency to refom
and amend the Pra&tice of Mankind. If ov
Life be but anfwerable to our Faith, ItsEn
dence will be next to irrefiftible, and theD:
vine Original of it will be clearly vifible inth
Fruits which It produces. Thus fulfilling t
true Defign of our own Faith, We may recox
Others to the Acknowledgment of it; and!
Both anfwer the End of our Probation, caf
on the Defigns of Providence, and becom
Inftrumental to the Everlafting Jappinels ©
Ourfelves and our Fellow-Creatures.

L
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