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ADVERTISEMENT.
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THE audtence, ts whem thic discourse
wwas addressed, will perceive, that it differs, in
some placcs, from swhat tihey beard from the
desk.  To explain the reason of this, they are
remunded, Hhat the disconrse, as deivered to
them, was the second of two, orizsuclly dosigned
Jor the Studcnts of Vale College 5 end that it
was preacted in the Brick Courc®, iustead of
the Collese Chapel, at the re yucst ¢f ti22 Rev.
Disétor Dana.  Asa rg,‘l‘:‘:’:’d w2 seeral pla-
ces 1o the formcr disconrse, 12 becan: ¢ necessary
to alvr and enlarge 1ty whon the dosici of pué-
lishing 1t was foi mrd that the obscr: rzzy arising

Jrom these voforences might be eveidid.
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A DISCOURSE.

DEUTERGNOMY, XXXI7 7.

Reremier the days of old 5 consicer the years of mary
generaissis 5 ask toy fotber, and be il sbess iéec,

tby elders, ard they sl 22l 1bce.

TWE works of Gop may be confidered
as a text, on whaich his word is rthe comment. In
creation and prov.uence we learn what is dongs,
and in the feripteres why 1cis dons, TH: »Inﬁmc-
tion is as truly furnithed by the events of the paft
vear, or the paft century, as by thofe of the days of
Mofts, or of the centuries before the deluze. The
only important difference is found either 1a t!u pe-
cultar magnitude of particular events, or in the fkill
of thofe who comment on them. Great cvenss are
not only more important, but more initructive,
than little ones; and enlightened men can better
derive mtruétion from thexn, and better commu-

nicate 1t to others, than men uafnl.ghtened. In-
{pired commientators, fuch as the {criptural writers
were, could undf*ﬁmd, and tcach, the nature and
ufe o p.ovmc nce certatinly and exalfi’y ; other men
partially, and with uncertainty. By #2am each part
of the fubje& was underftood, fo far as they were
direted t'..\ explainit; by obers only the great and
promimnent parts.  Their inftructions, thercfore, are
unerring, and far more excelient and uleful than
our refearches ;. vet taefe are not witheut their ufe;
nor are we excufed from the dvty of endeavoring to
derive knowledge and wifdom from the works
Gon. Imper! cét as our aveftigations muft be,
thev will ncv*rthclcfa prove, it we are dilpofed
aright, of no {nall advantage.
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On this greund, it is prefumed, Mofes dire®-
ed the Ifraclites to apply each to his father, and to
the elders, for ialtrution concerning thofe things
which exifted “in the days of old and the years of

receding generations.” Thefe perfons were al},
or chiefly, uninfpired, and were of courfe capable
of only reciting fults, and making on them judi-
cious ohfervations. Yet thele falts and obferva-
tions were confidered by Mofes, and by the Gob
who taught Molcs, as deferving to be known, and
as ufeful, when known, to vaiuvatle ends.

In the 107th Pfalm, the infpired writer calls

a mankind “to prafe the Lorp for his good-
nefs. and for his wonderful works to the children
of men:” thatis, for the wonderful works of his
providence to. mankind. To engage them to the
_effeCtual performance of this duty, he gives them
an example of it in this very Pfalm ; and recites to
them five different :pecimens of the providential
condu& of Gob, as proper fubje@s of their invefti-
gation, and proper themes of their praife. Thefe
2]l are fpecimens of his ordinary providence. Thus
the Pfalmift teaches us, and with great beauty,
eloquencc and piety, that his ordinary providence
is thus wonderful, and thus deferving of their at-
tention and praife. But the common providence
of Gop to the Jews was no more deferving of this
regard than his providence to us, norin the time of
the Pfalinift any more than at the prefent time. It
15 always the providence of the fame JEHOVaH, the
refult of the fame wifdom and goodnefs, and equal-
ly claiming our admiration and gratitude.  Corref-
pondently with this fentiment the Pfalmuft elfe-
where declares, generally, that ¢ the works of the
Lorp are greart, honorable, and glorious, and {fought
out of ail them that have pleafure therein.”*  Ifai-
ah alf» afcribes the grofs {infulnefs of foine men to
a neglc&t of due regard to the works of Gop, and

g Pl. CcXt, 3, 8.
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to the operation of nis hands.T The P{almii: car-
ries the thought fuill farther, and declares that ¢ be--
caufe men regard not the work of the Lorp, ror
the operation of his hand, he fhall deftroy them,

and not build them up.”%

To us, as to our feilow men, thofe works of
Gop which we beft know, and dan moft deeply
feel, are peculiarly proper fubjects of this inveftiga-
tion. The cvents, therefore, of the paft Century
being well known, and ftrongly felt, by us, mutft in
an eminent degree partake of this propriety. Moft
of all, the events, which during this period have
taken place in our own country, merit our prefent
confideration. ‘Thefe we know better, and cannot
fail to feel grore deeply, than any others. Permit
me, therefore, to menuon fome of them for your
nrefent confideration.

THrovcH more than half of the paft Century
France pofizfizd a great part of the eaftern fide of
North America, and cirimied moft of the remain-
der. Great Britain held the reft.  In the fucceed-
ing period Great Britain acquired all that was pof-
{efled by France, and loft almoft all which fhe ori-
ginally poffefled. On the territory, which the loft,
has been erefted a new empire; the firft civilized
{tate, formed on the weftern fhore of the Atlantic.

‘THE greatnefs of the changes, which during
the Century under confideration have exifted in the
affairs ot «his country, may with fome advantage be
exhibited in the following manacr.

INn the vear 1700, five of the United States
were mere forefts, without a civilized inhabitant,
Thefe were Vermont, Kentucky, North Carolina,
Tenneflee, and Georgia. New Hamplhire con-
tained eight incorporated towns, out of two hund-

+ Chap, v, vers 81, 12, § Pfi xxvia, §.
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red and feven which it now contains ; Maflachufetts
sighty, out of four hundred and four; and Con-.
nefticut twenty eight, out of one hundred and eight.
New York. New Jerfey, Maryland, and Virginia
had far fewer fcitiements than New England ; and
in Pennfylvania, Delaware, and South Carolina,
fettlements were {carcely begun.

THE manner, in which thefe Colonies were at
that time regarded in Europe, may in fome meaf-
ure be learned from the two following accounts :
The firt 1s taken from a work of (,Iﬂ*vcmzs, a Dutch
Ceographer, and was publifhed in 1697 ; the other
from Heylin, a Britith Geographer, and was pub-
li:hed 1n 1703.

¢

Cruverivs himfelf does nct even mention
thefe Colonies, except under the general name of
irginia; and this he barely mentions. But Rei/~
kizs, one of his annotators, obferves, that New En-
olund contains feveral villages, and four cities ; of
which Newport (Neuf Havre) the public feat of
the Parliament (of New England) Bofton, and
Cambridge the feat of a College, 2re the chief.—
The other regicns, he obferves, are rifing from ob-

{cure beginnings by means of new Colonies.

OF Virginia the fame annotator obferves, that
it borders on New France, derived its naine moft
probably from Queen Ehzabetk, is a barren and
i}l cultivated country, il furnithed with harbours,*
and has a town called Medano. New Belgium he
mentions alfo, as fubdued by the Englifh, and as
containing New York, and the forwrefs of Albany.

Buno, anotl.er annotater on the fame writer,
{ays, that New England and New York lie between
New France and New Virginia, and that New
York borders on New vagmxa.

* Or without any habour, wnportfucfum.
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Hevuin fay s, that “ New England lies be-
tween 40 and 4t degrees of North lantudc, 70 miles
on the ocean, which affords it plenc of harbour.”
This Colony, he remarks, 1s very ftronor, and has
built {feven great rowns ; 5 the chief of which is Bof-
ton, which 1n 1670 had go fail of thips belonging
to it. He dcfcnbes this town as large and fpacnous,
and as built at the bottom of a Jarze bay, on three
hills, on which are ra:ted fortificatiens, with cannon
mounted and well guarded.  Thefe thip., he fays,
are firlt emploved in fithing, and then, compound-
ing a freight of corn and other commouities, they
p:aﬁ to the fouthern plantations.

He further mentions New England as a part
of Virginia, as the moft four:fhing of the Bnuth
Colcnies, and as contatning ar leaft 42 towns; ot
which L:z fays, ¢ St. George’s Fort, New Plymouth,
Briltow, Barnftatle, Bofton, Quilipiic, Charlef-
town, Dorchefler, Cambridge, (which has feveral
ftreess, two Colleges, and divers fair and well buile
houfes) Reading (which he mentions as advanta-
geoufly built near a pond, and by means of this fit-
uation as pccuharly fortunate 1n having one mill
for corn, and another for umber) and Qalem, are
the chief.” New Hampfhire, Rhode Ifland, and
Conne&icut, are not named by him. Of the other
Britith Coloaies he fays, among various remarks,
that they have but one or two towns a-piece.

SucH 1s the defcription, then given in thofe
parts of Furope, where it was beft Lnown, and by
profeflfed geographers, of a country, now an inde-
pendent emipire ; inhabited by more than five mil-
hons of people ; emplovng near a million of tons of
ihipping, In a commere, “of which the exports, 1n
1300, 2imounted to sbout ninety millions of dol-
iars; culuvatng about fixty millions of acres; and
pofiefiing a confiderabiz influence in the great af-
{2irs of mankind.
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Frowm the beginning of the Eighteenth Cen-
tury to the year 1763. thefe Colonies Wwere affected
by every war, in which Great Britain was involved
againft France. Nor were their ftruggles, their
expenfes, their dangers, or their lofles, fmall.
France, from an early period after the difcovery of
North America, had caft her eyes on this country
as a moft defirable acquificion. According to the
then acknowledged law of the European nations,
the fole right of the preemption and fettlement of
tne country was in Great Britain.  France, howev-
er, at an early date paffed up the river St. Law-
rence, and planted a Colory at Quebec; whence
fhe foon ftretched her arms fouthward, on the in-
terior of the Britith fettlements, fo far as almoft to
complete a chain of fortrefles from Canada to the
mouth of the Miffifippi. The turbulent ambition
of her kings, which, as may be {een by the flighteft
examination of hiftory, has, from the time of Clovrs,
kept Europe in an uproar, and the world 1n confu-
fion; and the furious zeal of her hierarchy, impa-
tient to fubjugate mankind to the Romith fee;
aimed at nothing lefs than the entire extirpation of
the Britifh Colonifts. For this purpofe her agents,
civil, ecclefiaftical, and military, with that activity
and perfeverance, that flexibility of morals, and that
fafcination of manners, for which they have been fo
long and {o eminently diftinguifhed, laboured with
intenfe exertions, through more than the firft half of
the Century, to acquire over our anceftors every

advantage, and to infli& on them every fuffering.

In this work of death and devaftation they
embarked the great body of thofe favages, who
bordered on our frontiers. To the thirft for war,
inherent in thefe wild and unfeeling people, were
now added by their employers all the inducements,
vhich can allure and engrofs a favage mind, the
applaufe and honour conferred by the fplendid and
the powerful, the prefents which moft effentially
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relieved their wants and flattered their ambition,
prices promifed and paid for the fcalps of the En-
glith fettlers which they fhouid produce, and re-
wards, moft interefting to them, for all the cruel-
ties which they fhould infli&, and all the ruin which
they fhould accomplifh.

Tue evils, produced by this fyftem of mif-
chief, were immen{e. By the regular and infidious
attacks of the French on the one hand, and the -
folitary ambufhments and midmght incurfions of
the Natives on the other, thefe Colonies were kept
in an unceafing alarm and convulfion. The night
rung with the war-whoop, and the day fmoeked with
the conflagration of churches and private dwellings.
The labourer at his work, the flumberer in his bed,
and the congregation at their worfhip, were attack-
ed and deftroyed. The finile of the infant, the
bloom of the virgin, and the locks of the hoary
head, alike furnifned no protection from the pro-
mifcuous carnage. It was not war, but affaffina-
tion and butchery ; butchery extended over a coun-
try; butchery contrived and ftimulated in a pro-
fefledly chriftian cabinet, and honoured and reward-
¢d in a profefledly chriftian metropolis. |

In the progrefs of thefe hoftilities, vaft multi-
tudes of our countrymen were deftroyed, and an
amazing fucceflion of miferies {uffered, until the re-
duction of Canada, ‘and the peace of Paris, put, in
1763, a period to our calamities, and placed a

{peedy renewal of them beyond the power of our
enemies,

BuT, although this fcourge had ceafed to op-
erate, our chaftifements were not ended. When a

people 1s to be punifhed, the means of inflittion in
the providence of Gobp are always at hand. Soon

after the peace, Great Britain adopted towards this
B
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country a new, unfounded and oppreflive fvftem of
policy; a fyftem equally repugnant to the fenti-
ments of the Americans, and to thoft of great num-
bers of her own beft and wifeit Citizens. The
alarm was inﬁantlv founded threugh the Continernt,
and a firm oppoilrion determined on by the great
body of the Coionifts. Provoked, but not difcour-
aocd by this unexpe &ed refiftance, the Britifh gov-
crnment increafcd the exorbitance of their claims,
and the unreafonablenefs of their meafures, until
they iffued in 1775, inopen war, begun at Lexing-
ton.

Ox our part this war was profecuted with vaft
difficultv, and with various fuccefics and difafters.
T he fufferings which it created were numberlefs and
immesfurable.  Our towns were burned, our fields
wafted, our houfs plundered, and our foldiers in
great numbers pertthed by fickoefs, by the {word,
and by the hard-handed oppreffion, famine, and
difeale, of prifons and pnfvn thins. Cur country
was unpoveriihed, and the rvrvmng: inhabitants

ere haraf‘d mth continual alarms, driven frem
thelr dweliinas by mv‘mo", an aiteeficd vy anx-
ety and ful ;enfe to a degree WhiCh &Xperience
only can co. nprghcnd At the fame time a qreat
part of our countiy was waited by dical”, Litie i3
affli@ive than the p-flilence, A depresizting cur-
rency, ally, (undering the bonds of anii. v between
man and man, deftroving the erounds of cenfidence
in de:iing, perp ]c\mfr tire icnu, and reluxing tie
ties, of Juﬁx':'*, and infufing into all human mter-
courfe apprencnion and ¢ *”"1‘":‘ herrafied the peace
of fociety, and threazencd with no foach wrobabilioy
its utter ruin.  but the fanse «lorious '%i;v‘-, UHE
had watched over us e i Orginaing voeh e
culiar care and tenderncls, termyiated at le v;:.h the
fufferines of rh;s war, atlo, by the finad o eblith-
ment of our Independence, sod o final dehiverance
from cur advirion,
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Tut embarrafiments of our country were,
however, not yet brought to an cnd  No foorer
was the prace concluded, than the debt, - wich we
had contraed during the war, began to create uni-
verful perplextty and alarm.  This widely fpread-
ing evil extended its malignant influence through
pub ic and private concerns alike, affe@®ed every
citizen and cveryv tranfaction, and reached equally
the great affairs of commerce and the minute bufi-
nefs of the firefide. The weaknefs and inefficienc
of the ex:fling Government, fathionzd in the \vi‘d
moments of erthufiafin, and fourded on vifionary
1deas of pafnouf n, became alfo a new and moft
dittrefling fource of umiverfal perplexity.  The
laroer, and parucularly the commercial, States,
tarowing off all resard toagovernment, whoie bonds
woie a par;h.nent, and whole energy was a requeft,
began a fyitem of oppreflive commercial regula-
tions, and fported with the privileges of their lefs

powerful neighbours.

In this period of peril and anxiety the famc
good- provndencc took ue again bv the hand, and
condutted us from the brink of civi! war, and the
verge of diffolution, to fafety and peace While
all hearts were trembling, and ail haunds feeble, a
aeneral Convention was propoled, probably as a
mere expedicnt, to avert odinm, and avod a tem-
prrary enbarraffine ent, and not as a foundation of
permanent umon and happinefs.  The propofal,
however, caught the awention, and acquired the
approbation, of the Continen: ; and, within a fhort
ua.*, origtiated n pesce, and tlsrouﬂh cilin delib-
erztion, the prefont "American Coaft'tution.  This
fcheine of Government, feon afier 1t wis publithed,
was generaily adopted by the feveral States, and
fpredily commenced s operations. No  event
could have Lieea more tnuely, more honourable to
aur country, of inore declarative of the iupeninten-
dence of Gon. Qihier governmenis have vivally
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been compelled by conquett, or hurried into being
bv civil war; ours was voluntanly formed by cool
confuliation and fober convition, was the offspring
of the general choice, and the objet of unextorted
approbation.

UNDER tins government we have enjoyed un-
exampled piofperity, and long continued peace;
and might, ir would frem, long poflefs thefe blefi-
ings, if we could be contented to be happy, and
would difcein, in this our day, the things which
bilong 10 our peace, before tiey are hidden from

our €eyes.

IN the year 1700, there were one hundred and
fixteea incorporated towns in New England, and
probably about 80,000 inhabitants. There are
now about eight hundred and fixty towns, and pro-
habiy 1,200,050 people. In thefe towns there are
not far from onc thoufand three hundred religious
congregations, of different denominations of Chrif-
tians. In Malilachuletts and Conneéticut there are,
if I have numbered them accuracely, one thoufand
and cight fuch congregations, of which feven hund-
red and forty iine are furnifhed with the preaching
cufton:ary to the feveral clafles.  The emigrants
fron New England and their defcendants, who
have fettled in the other States, may be reckoned
at half a millicn. The people of New England
have therefore doubled, notwithitanding their al-
moft incefiznt wars, within a hetle lefs than twenty
three vears, on an average. The whole number of
original Coloziils 1s computed at 20,000.

WitHIN New Fngland, alfo, there are in all
probability not lefs than four thoufand fchools ; in
which about 130,000 children of both {exes, are con-
tinuallv educated.  Scven Colleges are alfo ereted
in this country, of which the five, firft eftablithed,
ylually contain about 700 ftudents. ‘1 he laft year,




13
upwards of 200 ftudents were admitted into theie
five feminaries,

Tue wealth of -the New England States has
much more rapidly increafed than the number of
inhabitants, and, fince the exiftence of the prefent
American Government, much more rapidly than
at any former period. In proof of thele affertions,
if they can be fuppofed to need any proof, may be
alleged the fences, the herds, the culuvation, the
public and private buildings, the drefs, the furni-
ture, the mode of living, and the bufinefs, of the
inkabitants. If we except Great Britain, we pof-
fefs more than half the fhipping, owned by any
ountry in Europe. Our exports cannot be accu-
rately eftimated, becaufe a large part of them 1s
fent abroad from the port of New York ; but thofe,
which we direitly convey to foreign countries, are
very great. In the mean time it 1s probable, that
abundance is more univerfally found in our houfes,
barns, and cellars, than in thofe of any other peo-
ple. We do not, therefcre, poflefs merely, but
eminently enjoy, alfo, the bounties of Providence.

HzarTs has ufually exifted here, in a de-
gree, not often equalled, and perhaps never exceed-
ed. In fome towns it appears, by long continued
regifters of births ang deaths, that one out of four
and one out of five, extenfively one out of fix, and
generally one out of feven, of thofe who are born,

live to leventy years of age; and that half, of thofe
who are born, live to twenty years,

THE internal peace of New England, the har-
mony of the inhabitants with each other, and with
their government, has been almoft uninterrupted.
One confiderable nterruption has indeed exifted
for a thort time, and only one; except fuch, as
have been originated by thofe who were not inhab-
itants.  The prople of this country have appeared
always to underftand diftinctly, what has moft
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ufually nor beea undierftoo | at all, the perfe& con-

fificncy of being free 2ad Leing governed.

Tas plenty, which 1 have menzioned, has in
every pesicd zbounded here, with hardly an ex.ep-
tion. A fearcity oi fowd iizs been r.\relv known ;
a f{amine never. This plenty, and inaved the
wealth generally, hes been riore equally ditributed
thzn in any other country, aud as equaliy, as prob-
abiy can be, am: !lhc prefeat uncqual endowments,
znd c.(cr:xo%, of men. The nunber of public
poor, 121S ].rch:mcd, 1s not greawer than one, out
of lwr huindred, of the inhadiants ; a fact equally
wncounnea and delighiful.

Pueiic crimmes at the fame ame have been
few; and moit of thele have been comntted by
fuc h as were nat nmauves. Law, excepr at the
commenceanent of the Revolution, has not been
interrupted for a moment by the choice of the cit-

1zens.

ALz thele things, united., conftituze a mafs of
blefiings, rarely, if cver, ften m tie prefent world.
How great vught to be our grutitude to that glorn-
ous Beinz, who has fo enmneacly diftingwithed us
from the great body of mankud ? OUJ‘ht we not,
with the em: ptu*cd Pulmlﬁ o fay, ~« He hath
not dealt fo with any nation™ ?

—p————

Axoxa the fubjects, whith clam a fhare of
our atiention on this day, the fzminarv of fcicnce,
in which a2 confiderable part ¢ my audience have
{u wumate a perfonal intereft, s clearly one. It
was founded, fo far as thar tezm ts predicable of
the firlt donatton made, n the vear 1700. The
Arft charter was given in O&oder 1701, and the
firk public Coinencement hollen 1702, 1t was
then, and for ivveral years after, a nwere wanderer
from town to town, and was Rt finaily fettled in
this place unad the year 1717,
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Wirm the firft thirty years after it was in-
ftituted there were graduated 217 ftudents ; which
1s exadtly the number belonging to the four claffes,
at the beginning of the rcfent vear. Since ‘hat
time, there have - been Oraduated here 2568 perfons;
of whon 2326 were “educated in this feminary.
Of this number 136 have been advanced to the
hi-h offices of magiftracy and government; and
756 have been ordained to the miniftry of the Gof-
pcl; almoit all of whom have been men of ac-
knowledged piety and evangelical fife.  Great
numibers have in early life, been occupied by the
initruction of vour"n have, together with others,
been afterwards members of our own and of other
legiilazures; have fate on the bench of juftice;
have ulcfuily filled the profcﬂ‘ ons of phyfic and
faw; have fuftaincd with reputation the inferior
offices of magiitracy ; and have performed for their
fcllow citizens that imment variety of public Hufi~
nels, which, without anv appropriate name, exifts
every dav, and in every place.  The importance of
this mititution may cahlv be fcen 1n thefe falts;
part:culzrly in this; thatit “has furnithed the preach-
ing ¢t the Gofpel, and the means of the regular
public worfhip of Gob to feven hundred and ﬁxty |
congregations, probably confifting of more than
603 502 perions, who would not othe, wife have en-
joyed thefe bleflings. Hence 1s evident the wii-
dom of our ancefiors in founding the inftitution,
and ke goodnefs of Gop in giving it birth, and
eontnuing and enlarging its profperity.

Tue progrei is of knowledge, it will be fuppo-
{ed from rie literary c-ﬂabh{hmentq, has been ref-
petable; probabh not inferior to the fame prog-
reis in the enhightened countries of Europe. We
ar- indeed far behind thofe countries in iearninc,
and the fpeculauve {ciences. 'Tuts, I apprehend,
ii ro difhonour to our ccuntry. Great literary and
frentaical attainiuents cannot be made withcut
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great leilure, as well as great talents and applica-
tion. Such leifure 1s rarely found hcie. N am-
ple literary foundations are ferunfhed here for the
fupport of ingenious and fpeculative men, in the
sur.uits of learmng and fciecnce. No inft iutions
exiit, on which gentus may. undifturbed and tecure,
indulgy itlelf in the field of mere learning, or mere
feience. Al men, here, are, and muit bc, men of
bufinefs, and take fome aGive part in human affairs.
The knowledge which qualifies {or this, is imbib-
ed by great multutudes to a refpetable degree;
while tle people at large are furnithed with infor-
mation, it is believe, oeyond thofe of any other
country. A child of fourteen, who cannot read,

write, ard keep the cuftomary accompts, is rarely
met with ; and a great part of thole, who arrive to
adult years, read to a confiderable extent.

THe religion of this country has exhibited a
very com mendabdle {pirit of catholicifm and mede-
ration duiing the paft Century, a {pirit extended
perhaps as far, as can be re.sfonablv expefied from
men, and producing a gencral and happy harmony
of fentiment and condu&. In no country, 1t IS pre-
fumed, can be fourd a more general decency and
liberality of conduc in the variqus claffes of reli-
gious towards each other. Indeed, the exifting
error appears to be a tendency, in many pcrfons,
towards what is emphatically called modern liberai-
sty ; which is no other than mere indifference to
truth and error. virtue and vice : a more dangerous
and fatal charalter than the moft contemptibie en-
thufiafm, or the moft odious bigotry. Tolerat:on,
ftii¢tly underftood, has no exiftence here; for all
religious denominations are placed on the fame
equa) and independent ground. This, if 1t can be
preferved, @s there is hitherto much reafon to be-
lieve, is certainly an improvement ia human affairs
and ought to be regarded both as an honour, and
2 bleffing, tc our country.
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In the courfe of this period Gop has, in va-
ticus inftances, been pleafed to revive his glorious
work of fan&ification, and to extend it through
many parts ot the land. I know thar 2 number of
men, and fome of much refpe&ability, have enter-
tained unfavourahle ideas of what are cclied revivals
of religion ; but I cannot help thinking their opin-
ions of this fubject rather formed in the clolet than
derived from fa&s, or warranted by the fcriptures.
Scafons of enthufiafm about various fubje@s have
indeed often exifted, and probably in every civili-
zed country. In thefe feafons the human mind
has not unfrequently exhibited many kinds and de-
grees of weaknefs, error, and deformity. Hence,
perhaps, fober men have, in fome inftances, been
led to believe that wherever enthufiafm exifts
thefe evils exift alfo. As therefore revivals of reli-
gion have frequently been more or lefs accompa-
nied by enthufiafm, they have, I think without fuf-
ficient grounds, determined, that all which exifted
was enthuiiafim, and that nothing would flow from

1t but thefe evils.

‘THAT the mind under the firft clear, firong,
and folemn views of its own fins fhould be deeply
affe@ed, and greatly agitated, is to be
from the nature of man. He is always thus affeét-
ed by the firft ftrong view, taken of any obje&
deeply interefting, and always thus agitated when
fuch an object is feen in an uncertan, fufpended
ftate. Ne objet can be fo interefting, or more en-
tirely fufpended, than the ftate of the foul in the

cafe fpecified.

WhaeN thele emotions, thus excited by objets
of fuch immenfe importance, and in fo abfolute a
ftate of fufpenfe, as the guilt, the condemnation,
and the falvation, of an immortal mind, are attend-
ed with fome degree of enthufiafm and extrava-

G
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gance ; when they are followed by feafons of decp
defpondence, and fucceffive tranfport; nrothing
takes place, but that, which found philofophy muft
prefuppofc ; as fimilar emotions are, in all fimilar
cafes, followed, efpecially in ardent minds, by the
fame confcqatnces. All this, however, will go no
length towards proving, that nothing exifts beyond
cnthuﬁafm ; and chat, amid feveral irregular and
exceffive exetiions »f the inird, there is "ot to be
found a real change of the dlfpoﬁuon, a real -

fumption of piety. To me it is evident, that re-
vivals of religion are often what they are called, if
not always; “and that the proof abundantly exifts
{where aloae it ought to be looked for) in the real
and permanent melioration of the moral charatter

of multitudes, who then become ferious and pro-
fefledly religious.

Or the laft of thefe revivals of religion, that
which ftill exrenfively exifts, it ought to be obferv-
ed, that it has abfolutely, or at leaft very nearly,
‘been free from every extravagance. 1 fpeak not
here to infidels, nor to hbertmea All religion i1s
extravagance, enthufiafm, and fupcrﬁlmn, with
them. But no man of common candour can hefi-
tate vo admir, that vice is not the only fober and
rational ftate of a moral being ; and that impiety is
an urhappy proof of real witdom. In this great
and aufpicious event of which I have fpoken, thou-
fands have been already happily concerned, and
thoufands more will, it is hoped, hereafter claim a
thare.

BuT, with the reft of mankind, we have abuf-
ed our bleflings. Loofe opinions and loofe prac-
tices have found their place here alfo. The firft
‘confiderable change in the religious charaéer of
the people of this courtry was ac comphfhed by the
war, which began 1n 1755, War 1s at leaft as fa-
tal to morals, as to life, or hkappinefs.  The-cfficers
and foldiers of the Britfh armies, then employed in
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‘this country, although probabiy as littie corrupted
as thofe of moft annies, were yet loofc patterns of
opinion and condu&, and were unhappily copied by
confiderable numbers of our own countrymen, united
with them in military ife. Thefe, on their return,
fpread the infeétion through thofe around them.
Loofer habits of thinking began then to be adopt-
ed, and were followed, as they always are, by loofer
condut. The American war increafed thefe evils.
Peace had not, at the commencement of this war,
reftored the purity of life, which exifted before che
preceding war. ‘i’o the depravation ftill remaining
was added a long train of immoral dotrines and
practices, which fpread into every corner of the
country., ‘The profanation of the Sabbath, before
unufual, profancnefs of language, drunkennefs,
gambling, and lewdnefs, were exceedingly increaf-
ed; and, what is lefs commonly remarked, burt is
ferhaps not lefs mifchievous, than any of them, a
1ght, vain method of thinking, concerning facred
things, a cold, contemptuous indifference toward
‘every moral and religious fubjec. In the mean
time, that enorimous evil, a depreciating currency
gave birth to a new {pirit of fraud, and opened nu-
‘merous temptations, and a boundlefs field for its
operations; while a new and intimate correfpond-
ence with corrupted foreigners introduced a multi-
plicity of loofe doltrines, which were greedily em-
braced by licentious men, as the means of palliating
and juftifying their fins.

~Ar this period Infideiity began to obtain, in
this country, an extenfive currency and reception.
As this [ubject conftitutes far the moft interefting
and prominent charaleriftic of the paft Century,
.1t will not be amifs to exhibit it with fome degree
of minutenefs, and o trace through feveral particu-
lars the fteps of 1ts progrefs.

InFiDELITY has been frequently fuppofed to
be founded o an apprehended deficigney of the
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svidence, which fupports a divine Revelation. No
opinion can be more erroneous than this. That
folitary inftances may have exifted, in which men
did not believe the fcriptures to be the word of
Gob, becaufe they doubted of the evidence in tbeir
pofleffion, I am ready to admit; but inat this has
been the cornmon fad, is, at leaft, in my view, a

olear impoffibility.

Ovur Savicur informs us, that ¢ This is the
condemnation, that light is come into the world,
and men loved darknefs rather thzn light, becaufe
their deeds were evil :” and fubjoins, that ¢ he who
doth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the
light, left his deeds fhould be reproved.” Here
one of the two great caufes of Infidelity is diftinétly
and exa€ iy alleged, viz. Tbe oppofition of a beart,
which lo.es fin, and dreads the punifoment of it, te
that truth, which, with infinite autbority, and under
an immenfe penalty, demands of all men a boly life.
The other great caufe of Infidelity is frequently
mentioned by the infpired writers, particularly St.
Paul, St. Peter, and St. Jude. In the foilowing
paffages of St. Peter it is exhibited with peculiar
torce. ““ For when they fpeak great fwelling
words of vanity, they allure through tk: lufts of the
fleth, through much wantonnefs, them that were
clean efcaped from them, thatlive inerror. While
they promife them liberty, they themfelves are the
fervants (bond-flaves) of corruption.” ¢ There
thall come 1 the laft days {coffers, walking after
their own lufts, and faying, Where is the promife
of his coming ? for, fince the fathers fell afleep, all
things continue as they were from the beginning
of the creation,”

THE Infidels, here referred to, are plainly
vlilefophifls 5 the cuthors of vain and decestful phi-
ofcply s of feience falfely fo called ; always full of
vanity in their difcourfes: Scoffers, walking after
seeir own bufts, and alluring at\ber:, througb the [ame
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lufts, to follow thein ; promifing toem Liserty, as thar
rewcard, and yet beixg themfelves, and making their
difiiples, the Irweft and moft wretcbed of all haves,
the flaves of corruption. Fbilofopbifiical pride, and
the love of finmirg in fecurity and peace, ate, there-
fore, the two great cauies of Infidelity, according
to the {criprures.

A MoRE exa® accouht of this fubjed, as ex-
iting in fa&, could not even now be given. Infi-
delity has been aflumed becaufe it was loved, and
no: becaufe it was fupperted by evidence ; and has
been maintained and defended, fo quiet the mind in
foir, and 2o indulge the pride of tatents and peculation.

Tue form, which it has received, has varied
in the hands of almoit every diftinguifhed Infidel.
It was firlt Tbeifm, or natural Religion, then mere
Unbelief, then Animalifm, then Sceptict/m, then par-
tial, and then total Atherm. Yet it has, in three
things at leaft, preferved a gereral confiftency; <p-
pofitien to Chriflianity, devotion to fm and Inft, and
a pompous profeffion of love to Liberty. To a can-
did and logical oppofition to Chriftianity, eonfifting
of fats fairly ftated and juftly exhibited, no reafon-
able objeétior: can be made_x It is to be wifhed,
that this had been the condu& of the oppofition
aCtuaily made; but nothing has been more unlike
that conduct. The war has been the defultery at-
tack of a barbarian, not of a civilized foldier; an
anfet of paffion, pride, and wit; a feint of conjec-
tures and falfified fa&s; an incurfion of fneers,
jefts, grofs banter, and delicate ridicule; a parade
of hints and infinuations; and a vigorous affaule
on fancy, paffion. and appetite. Thefe were never
the weapons of fober conviction ; this was never
the condu¢t of honeft men.

In the earlier periods of this controverfy there
were, however, more frequent efforts at argumen-
tation, on the part of Infidels. For the laft twen-
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ty or thirty vears they fecem to have defpaired of
fuccefs in this ficld, and have betaken themnfeives
to that of attion and influence. In this ficld they
have wrought with a fuccefs totally unprecedented.
Nor 1s this at all ro be wondered at, if we confider
the opportunity of fucceeding prefented to them,
during the latter half of the latt Cenwiry, by the
ftate of “ciety in Europe. The exceflive wealth
of that divifion of the eaftern Continent has gener-
ated an enormous luxury, the multiplied enjoyments
of which have become not only the ruling objells
of defire, and the governing motives of action, but,
in the view of a great part of the inhabitants, the
neceflary means of even a comfortable exiftence.
On thefe hfe is employed, ambition faftened, ar-
dour exhaufled, and encrgy fpent. Voluptuoul-
nefs and fplendour, forned or the Afatic fcale, en-
grofs men in public and privite ftations, 1n the
vaiverlicy, the camp, the fhop, and the defk, as
well as the court and the cabiret. To ghtter with
diamonds. to roil in pomp, to feaft on dainties,
wanton it amufements, o bwild palaces, and to
fathion wilderneffes of pleafure, are the fupreme
objeds of milkens, apparenty deftined to the grave,
fall, 22d humble wilks of life, as well as of thofe,
who were high born, and highly endowed. Sci-
ence coils, ingenuity is ftretched on the rack, and
art 15 wearied through all her refinements, to fausfy
the univerfal demasd for pleafure; the mines of
Golconda are ranfacked, the caverns of Mexico
caiptied, and the mountains of Putofi tranfported
acrofs the ocean.

Or this univerfal devotion to pleafure and
fhew, mo:i.rn Infidels have availed themfelves to
the utmeft.  To a mind, to a nation, diffolved n
floth, encivated by pleafure, and fafcinated with
iplendour, the Gofpel is preached, and heaven pre-
fented, invain.  The eve is clofed, the ear ftopped,
and the heart rendered grols and incapable of heal-
and the heary rendered grols and incapable of hea
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ing. The foul is of courfe, unconfcieus of danger,
impatient of reftraint, and infenfible to the demands
of moral obligation. It is, therefore, prepared to
become an Infidel, without refearch, and without
convidtion. Hence, more fagacious than their-pre-
deceflors, the later Infidels have neither laboured,
nor withed, © convince the underftanding, but have
bent all their efforts to engrofs the heart,

In the mean time other events, highly favour-
able to their defigns, have taken place both in
America and Europe. The American Revolution,
an auguft, folemn, and motft interefting fpetacle,
drew towards 1t at this time the eyes of mankind.
The novelty of the fcene, the enchanting found of
Liberty, to which the pulle of man inftin&tively
beats, the fympathy ever cxcited for the feebler and
fuffering party, embarked deeply in the American
caufe a great part cf the civilized world. Benevo-
lent men, of all countries, hoped, when the conteft
~ was ended profperoufly for us, and ardent men
boldly pronounced, that a new era had arrived 1n
human things, that  the iron rod of the oppreffor
was broken,” and that ¢ the opprefled would foon
be univerfally fet free.”

-~

Awmonc the agents in the American Revolu-
tion, were many natives of France ; men, in nume-
rous inftances, of ardent minds, and daring fpecula-
tions ; who either imbibed here new fentiments of
liberty, or ripened thofe, which they had already
adopted at home. 'l hefe men, returning to their
own country, diffufed extenfively the enthufiafm,
vhich they hkad cherithed here, and thus haftened
the crifis, to which France wus otherwife approach-

ing.

L.onc before this period, even fo early as the

year 1713, the publication of the bull Unigeri-
tus had thrown this kingdom into a2 fiame. Two

iwnmenfe parties were formed by the attempts to
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exeeute this edi®, which in the ezd involved the

* whole nation. At the head of one ¢f thefe was the

King, feconded by the great body of the Clergy ; ar
the head of the other was tbeparlzmntofPans,
and the provincial parhameris, furported by the
great body of the people.  Througthout the pro-
greisof this controverfy the parliamet ts and the peo-
plcgaxnedmnndont!\e royal authonty and the
power of the lcrgy, and, what was of more im-
portance, they found in their fuccels full affurance
of fuure viltoiies. Future attacks oa the crown
and on the Clergy were encouraged, becaufe thefe
had fecceeded, and Infidels were too fagacious not to
avail themfelves of this important ditcyvery. Their
own caufc they now v, and vith complete
fuceefs, blended with that of liberty ; and, although
the unton was unnatural and moaitrous, yet thcy
were cafily abie to prevent this fa& frcm being di-
cerned, even by fome fagicious eyes, during the
moment of popular phrtnzy.

Tars junction was clearly the noft politic
fingle ftep, which they have ever taken. Theidea
was not indeed new ; the Infidel writers of the laft
Century declaimed laroel on this fubje&; but by
the fober marners and ﬁrm eftabiithments of that
period they were wholly prevented fmm feeing

their withes realized. Near the clufe of the fuc-

ceeding Century, however, the encrvaton of the
hxcrarchy, the corruptxon of courts, the diffolution
of morals, the enthuliin generated by the Ameri-
can Revolution. and the hopcs of vanqt..{}uno again
the kingly power 1a France, ftimulated: in their
facceffors new ardour, and promifed thiin com-
pleze fuccefs.

To thefe things ought to be added tae pubh»
cauon of vanous hntudmanan doctrines of reli-
mon, in moft couatries of Eurere. Thele doc-
wrines, by lov.c, ing the fpiric of the Bibie: to the

corrunt t2fle of pun, leflen: 'ng the dithialtion be-
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tween virtac and vice, and rendering the terms of
falvaiion convenient, lowered alfo. in the view of
thoie who liftened to them, the dignity of the fcrip-
tures, and the importance of chriftianity. In the
eye of fuch men religion degenerated into mere de-
cency; and o become acceptable to Gop_nothing
mers was frh, or miftruited, to be ncccﬂ'arv, than
to be agrecabie 1o men. All thefe perfons were
in fa& become Infilels without knowing it, and,
when they renounced the fcriptures cntxrcly, were
conivious of no change of charadter.

Tue u..r thus opened, Infidels entered in
mafs, and laboured with a zeal, attivity, and per~
feverance, unrivailicd fince the days of the apofiies.
In every poffible inftance they poffefled themielves
of every office of honour and power, of inftrution
and wsfluence ; fecured the hterary fociety and the
fecret club, cnoroﬂ’cd the prefs and the ftage, de-
bauched the prince and the peafant, the noble and
the ecclefialtic, deceived the aged, and enfnared the
voung. The authonty of thc monarch the addrefs
of the courder, the gravity of the apoftate divine,
and the abftralt moolcry of the fophift, the myfte-
rious trade of tha bookfcllcr, and the humble lef-
fons of the fchoo! mafter, were all employed to fup-
pors, to fpread, and to rivet Infdelity.

THEIR writers have been no lefs affiduous and
perfevenng. A part of their Jabours has been pre-
fented to the \vorld under the form of new fyftems
of philofophy ; which, if believed, are utterly fub-
ver( 7e of cizriilian%tv, but in which no direét at-
tack 1s made on chrnitianity.  Thele, though vih-
ered 1nto public view with great poinp and {olemni-
ty, have been mere theories of thc clofet; often in-
gentous, bur alwiys un‘upof\rtcd by fatt or evi-
dence.  The terms cmplovcd in then: are fo whol-
ly abltradt, and tue phr... zolcgv o myfterious and
perpicxed, that the reader, engaged by the ingenu-
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1y of the writer, is loft in a2 mift of doubtful ex-
preflions and unfettled fentiments. His faich 3s
conftantly folicited to gravely defcribed dreav.s;
atd his eye is required to fix-on the form of a cloud,
varying its thaoe through every moment of his in-
fpection. Fron the highway of common fenfe he
is invited into bye paths where indeed nothing wor-
thy of his curiofity is €ver feen, but where, he is
continually info-med, fomething, of vaft imporiance
is in the end to be feen. Whatever he reads is ut-
tered with the gravity and confidence of fuperiour
wifdom, and an impofing air of myftery, and with
continual hints of fomething, immenfely important,
in due time to b= revealed. Thus he wanders on,
‘adupe to artfully excired expe&ation, an? lofes
himfelf in ¢a wildernefs, where there is no way.”
He is not informed, but allured ; not coavinced,
but perplexed ; yet he is often, perhaps ufually, by
his own curiofity, pride, and felf-confiftency, and
by the doubt and nidicale artfully thrown in againft
Revelation, fo thcroughly eftranged from truth and
virtue as never to return. 10 rula in this way are
furely led metft rezders, of a particular clafs, and
that a numerous o1e; readers, pleafed with reafon-
ing extended to a certain degree, and conducted
with a due mixture of brilliaincy ; readers, fond of
novelty, and cfteeming fingularity of thought a
proof of fuperiour underftanding.

THars, however, has been but one, and that a
“very partial obje¢t of their reliance. Their writ-
Ings have afiumed every form, and treated every
fubjelt of thought. From the lofty philofophical
difcourte it has defcended through all the interven-
ing gradations to the news-paper paragraph ; from
the fermon to the catechifn; from regular hiftory
to the anecdote; from the epic poem to the fony;
and from the formal {atire to the jeft of the buffoon.
Efforts in vaft numbers have alfo been made to dif-
fufe Infidelity in a reinark, vnexpeétediy found in
a difcourfe, when a totally ditferent fubjedt was ui-
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der confideration, in a note, fubjoined to 2 papes
on criicifin or politcs, ina hint, 1n a book of trav-
els; or 2 firoke, in a letter of civility. In thefe
and the like cafes the reader was intended te be ta-
ken by furpnfe, and to yicld his yudgment before
he was aware, that he was calied to judge. The
number and varicty of the efforts have alfo been
increafed beyond example ; have poured from in-
numerable prefles. and from 2ll civilized countnies;
have been fold at the loweft prices. and given gratu-
itoufly ; and have been circulared with vaft induf-
try, and by innumerable hands, throughout chniften-
dam. The intention of this amazing multitude of
exertions has plainly been to aftonith and difcour-
age their adverlanies, to amaze and overwhelm their
readers, and to perfuade, nfenfibly, the mafs of
mankind, that the world was ccaverred to Infideli-
ty.\

BuT the pen has been a far lefs important and
fuccelsful inftrument, than attion and :cfluence.
This has been exerted with immenfe vigour, em-
ployed in every place, and addrefled to every mind.
In confequence of the profpe@s of triumph opened
te them, during the latcer part of the Century un-
der confideration, they loudly proclaimed them-
fclves the champions of liberty, and the friends of

rfecuted man. No knight-errant ever offered
himfelf to an affrighted damfel with more generofi-
-1y, as her prote@or, than they to the human race.
The common people, never horoured by Voltaire
with any higher aitde than the rabble, or the mob,
yet as they poilefled the phyfical ftrength of man
fuddenly beheld thefe philanthropic  gentlemen
ftarting up 10 the form of their guardhizns and fofter
fathers, and volunteering in the humane empluy-
ment of vindicating their wrongs and afferting theie
rights. The tale, which in the miad of every fober
man awakened no emouions but indignation and
contempt, roufed, neverthelefs, ia the feclings of
the ignorant, the ardent, and the enthufiattic, a
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phrenzied expeation of good, unknown indecd,
but certain and immenfe. An univerfal thrill was
felt, a millennium feen already dawning in the hor-
izon. All the weak, the tender, the doubting, the
boding, the eager, the daring, paffions of the hu-
man mind were now artacked, fucceffively, by the
perfuafion of eloquence, the itings of ndicule, the
parade of argumenr, the alarm of danger, the hope
of {afety, and the promife of reward.

In this great moral convulfion Royalty and
Chrittianity funk in the kingdom of France., . Em-
beldened beyond every fear by this aftonifhing
event, Infidelity, which anciently had hid beiiind a
- malk, walked forth 1n open day, and dilplayed her
genuine features to the fun. Without a bluth fhe
now denied the exiftence of moral obligation, anni-
hilated the diftinGtion between virtue and vice,
challenged and authorized the indulgence of every
luft, wode down the barriers of truth, perjured her-
feif daily in the fight of the univerfe, lifted up her
front in the face of heaven, denied the being, “and
dared the thunder, of the Almighty. Virtue and
truth, her native enemies, and the objects of all her
rea! hatred, fhe hunted from every cell and folitude ;
- and, whenever they efcaped her fangs, the followed
themn with the execrations of malice, the finger of
der.ficn, and the hifies of infamy. |

ErzvaTeD now, for the firft time to the chair
of dominicn, the uthered forth her edits with the
aravity of deliberation and the authority of law,
and executed them by the oppreflive hand of the
jailor, the axe of the executiontr, and the fword of
the warrior. Al rights fell before her, all interefts
were blafted by her breath, and happinefs and hope
were tozether fwept away by her beiom of deftruc-
tion. |

In the midft of all this effrontery, Infidels for-
got not their arts and impofitions. As occafion
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diftated, or ingenuity whifpered, they availed them-
sfelves of every difguife, and of every perfuafive.
“Asif they had defigned to give the laft wound to vir-
- tue, they affumed all her titles and challenged all her
-attributes to their own conduét.  Daily forfworn,
-and laughing at the very diftlin@ion between right
‘and wrong, they proclaimed themfelves the affert-
ors of juftice, and the champions of truth. While
they converted a realm into a Baftile, they trum-
peted their inviolable attachment to liberty ; while
they ¢ curfed therr Goo, and looked upward,”
they announced themfclves worfhippers of the Su-
preme Being.  With a little finger, thicker than the
loins of .both the monarchy and the hierarchy, en-
circled with three millions of corples, and in the
center of a kingdom changed into a ftail of flaugh-
ter, they hung “themfelves over with labels of phi-
Janthropy. .Iwav, they have far outgone all this.
Two of ‘their philofophers, mdependentlv of each
ofher, have declared, that, to effablifh their favour-
ite fyftem, the facrlﬁac of all the exifting race of
" man would be a cheap price:: an iiluftrious inftance
“of Infidel benevolence, and of the excellence of
their darlmo maxxm, that “the end fandifies the

means

THESE, however, are but a fiall pomon of
rhexr arts.. “They have, as the ftate of things re-
quired, difguifed . their defigns; difavowed them ;

-.doubted their exiftence; wondered at thofe, who
believed them real ; rxdlcu]ed the belief; and pro-
feflfed themfelves amazed at fuch credulity. 'I'!:is
conduét has been even reduced to a fyftem, and
taughc and enjoined on their followers, as a code
of pohcy and as being often the moft effectual

means of {preading their opinions.

Nor have they lefs freqwntly reforted to the
aid of obfcure, unfufpected, and apparently unde-
figned communication, Their doltrines have,
with greart fuccefs, been propagated by remote hints;
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by foft and gentle infinuations; by half ftarted
doabts, and half propoled objcébons and by the
{uggeftion of a train of thoughts in which thofe
doftrines are taken for granted, and confidered as
being fo plain, and fo generally received, that no
perfon can be imagined to difbelieve, or even to
doubt. The reader himfelf is prefuppofed to have
long fince admitted them, as the only doltrines of
truth or common fenfe; as being too rational and
candid to hefitate about things fo clear and at-
Lnowledged ; as unqueftionably lifted above the
reception of the contrary pitiful abfurdities ; and
as thus prepared to alt, as all other fenfible and lib-
eral perfons have already acted. Thus their opin-
1ons tteal upon his mind in methods equally unfuf-
pected and impofing. -

THE world, in the mean ume, is cxlubxtcd as
‘having long aarced in admitting them- without a
quettion ; pamcularly all the learned, ingenious,
and refpe&able. Thofe, who diffent, are the mere
canadle the refufe of mankind; a contemptible,
ignorant, bigotted fet of fuperﬂit*ous wretches,
holden in fhameful bondage by another fet of mer-
cenary and defpicable priefts, leagued from the
beginning to deceive and feece their fellow men.
Thcmfelvcs, and their friends, are exhibited, at the
fame time, as the only people, with whom truth,
wifaom and benevolence, live and die; the happy
few, on whom partial Nature has beftowed Benjz-
min’s portion of talents, taite, -aad virtue.

* I ought by no means to be forgotten, that
Infidelity has been formed into remﬂar fchool, in
which, with unprecederted efforts, the young, the
ingenious, th. unwary, and the licentious, have,
through a feries of {olemn gradations, been cfnarcd
initiated, and entangled, bcvond a hope, or wifh to
efcape. To thefe has been formally committed the
work of demoralizing mankind ; and all thac arc
can devile, ingenuity fuggelt, or paticnce model,

* Sec Nute A.
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to render mifchief palatable, efhicacious, and fure,
and deftru@icn inviting, and inevitable, has been
taught by laborious education, fixed by habit, and
enforced by every motive, which can influence the
ambition, the fears, and the hopes, of men. Thus
e feminary has been formed for fin, and a train of
unhappy beings, educated for evil only, have iffued
forth in the character, with the feelings, and for the
purpofes, of fiends, to deftroy truth and virtue, to

ipread falfhood and iniquity, and to plunge a world
in ruim.

As altion is declared to be the great mean of
propagating Infidelity, and reafoning acknowledged
to be infufficient, it is accordingly commuricsted
by the firefide, in the feafon of convivial relaxauon,
in the private and focial meeting, in the ftreet, in
the thoughtlefs, unguarded, and fufceptible hour,’
in the moment of danger, of terror, of hcpe, of
high fbimulatien, and of exquifite expofure.

Trosg, who {pread the poifon, are alio tauglit
to affunie, and put off, any charaler at pleafure;
and to wear that only, which may fuit the occafion,
and pleafe the company. They are occafionally
chriftians, philofophers, fcholars, warriors, plain
men, men of pleafure, travellers, men of bufinefs,
and men of 1dlenefs ; are of any party and of no
party ; and affert and deny, efpoufe and oppofe,
any delirine, and any cauie; changing their colour
even while the eye 1s fixed on them, and afluming

new hues from every new objet which attra&ls their

In ail thefe and the Lke forms, Infidelity has
been feafoned and ferved up; in all thefe and the
like metaods, it 1s infinvated, vrged, and forced,
on mankind. To thefe things ought to be added,
that the magic of the pencil, the fkill of the archi-
tect, the chilel of the fculptor, the gaiety of public
feftivals, the pomp of proceflions, the fplendour
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arx] fddcinanca of the tiweatre, and the all command-
ing powcer of fathion, have been engaged, and en-
roﬂ;:d, to adarn, to folemntze, and = imprefs on
every mind, the fentimenss of Infidehity.  Lven the
fir fex, whok: intercouric and clcoancc of mind
have fo exceedingly refined and improved men, are
embarked in the great bufinefs of corruption, and
lend their wir, thair accomplifhments, and their per-
fons; to promote the ruin of human fociery.

Svca is the aftonifhing ftate of moral things,

n feveral parts of Eumpt which, within a fhort
time, has opened vpon the view of our countrymen.
The ftrong fmpathy which, unhappily, and on no
rational grounds prevailed here towards thoie, who
were leaders in the French Revolution, and to-
. wards the Revoluuon 1ticlf, prepared us to become
the miferable dupes of their principles and declara-
tions. They were viewed merely as baman Zeings,
exSarked dezply in the gloriens caufe of liderty ; and
not at ail as Ixﬁe!e.:, as the abettors ef faifbood, and
the exemies of Rightesainefs, ¢f Trato, and of -Goo.
Hence all their concerns were felt, and all their
condut covered with the vell of chanty. They
were viewed as bavieg edvextured, sad fuffered,
tegaker with carfives, “and as new exiified for toe
Jupport of a baind ¢aiiz. The coniequences of
thele prejudices were "uch, as would naturally be
expelled. A general and u'x-‘xampncd conficence
was foon felr, 22d manifeds «d, by every licentious
man. Every infided, parmula:l,, cl.umcd a new

- e -

RDHOITRNCE, “and teased rei:zicn with enhanced
contemypt. The graver ones, znctg, through an
affefted tenderness for the veanies of c..nlh:m:tv

adopted a meore decent manaer ot deimﬁ ng it; bu:
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pointed out the certain road to reputation, and ad-
miniftered the neceflary opiates to confcience; and
could not refufe to unite themfelves with men, who
Spoke grear fwelling words of vanity, who allured
shem through much <vantonmefs, and prosmijed them
the unbounded Jiderty of indulging every propenfi-
ty to pleafure. The timid at the fame time were
terrified, the orderly let loofe, the fober amazed,
and the religious thocked beyond example ; while
the floating part of our countrymen, accuftomed
to fwim with every tide, moved onward in obedi-
ence to the impulfe. Thus principles weie yield-
ed, ufeful kabits were relaxed, and a new degree of
irreligion exrenfively prevailed.

- Harrivry for us, the fource, whence thefe pe-
culiar evils flowed, furnithed us in forne degree
with a remedy. It was foon difcovered, that the
liberty of Infidels was mot the lLiberty of New Eng-
Jand ; that France, inftead of being free, merely
changed through a feries of tyrannies, at the fide of
which all former defpotifins whitened into modera-
tion and humaiiity ; and that of the imrneafurable
evils, under which fhe and her rieighbours agonized,
Infidelity was the genuine fource; the Vefuvias,
from whofe mouth iffeed thofe rivers of deftruc-
tion, which deluged and ruined all things in their
way. It was feen, that man, unreftrained by law
and religior, is a mere beaft of prey; that licen-
tioulnefs, although zderred with the graceful name
of liberty, 1s yet the {pring cf continpal alarm, bon-
dage, and mifery; aad that the reftraints, impofed
by equitable laws, and by the religion of the fcrip-
tures, were {ar lefs burthenfome and diftrefling than
the boafted freedom of Infidels.

~ Even {ober Infidels began to be alarmed for
their own peace, fafety, and enjoyments; and to
with, that other men might continue ftill to be

chrittians; while chriftians faw with horror their
E
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Gop denied, their Saviour blafphemed. and war
formally declared: againft Heaven. :

To all this was 2ddedl 2 complere develoe-
rhent of the bafc 2nd villainous defigns of the Frerch
government again{t our country, thewr piratical pha-
dér of our property, and their inhuman treatment
of our feamen. Pcrlons, who thought nothirg,
who felt nothing, concerming rehigion, felt thefe
tings exquifitely; and r:mona)l concluded, that
men, who could do thefe things, oou]d, and would,
do every thing clfe, that was evil and vnjuft; ard
that their moral principles, which produced, ard
fan&ioned, thefe crimes, could not fail to merit
coptempt and deteflation.  Such perfoas, there-
fore, began now to lean tcwadsthcﬁdcofc
tianity, and to feek in it a fafery and peace, wh:ux
they beheld Infidelicy deftroy.

. Tuaus baving in the midit of thefe enormous-
dangers eltaized belp of Gad, we continwe until the
prefent time ; and this part of our country, at leaft,
has ehapcd not only tnhu‘arv bondage, but the
infinitely more dreadful bondage of Inﬁdchty, cor-
mpuon, and morai ruin.

It ouglt, Lere, and forever, to be remembai-
ed with peculm orxitude. that Goo has, durin
the paft Century, ofien and wonderfully mtctpofeg ’
in our behalf, and fnatched us from the jJaws of ap-
proa‘hmo defruction.  The inttances of this in-
terpofitiont are too nwincrous o be now recannted,
and are happilv too exarzandinary to be excher un-
known or forgotien.. We have been trequently on
the bk of Geftrudtian ; bue slthevgh waff dewr,
cze bave ret decn £ rc.:.!. Perhaps we have Do
often heer, and are i, fulfered to {tand on thix
2} “'

precinice, that we mav fee, and ﬁ.\., and achnowl-
edge, the hand of our Piclry




In fuch a penod % fent, when the ft

w fuch a as the prefent, when the ftate
of fociety is fo difturbed, w]?cr; the minds of men
are fo generally fct afloar, and when fo many an-
cient Jandmarks, fe many ftandards of opinion and
pralice, are thrown down; when ambition, avar-
ice, and fenfuality, deliberate and decree, and vio-
lence and cruclty are charged with the execution,
throughout a great part of the civilized world; a
contemplative and ferious mind cannot but afk,

What foall tte end of thefe things be ?

To fuch a mind it mav prove an important
sonfolation, to know, that all thefe evils have been
foretald by Omnifcience, and that they cannot ex-
tend beyond the Divine permiffion. The prefent
time 1s, at leaft in my view, diftinctly marked out in
prophecy, as a time of {ingular deception, fin, and
hoftility aganft relicion and agawnft its author. In
exa® acconlance with Revelation, fpirits of fingu-
lar falthond, foulnefs, pertinacity, and impudence,
have iffued from the mouth of the Dragon, or fec-
ular perfecuting power, of the Beait, or ecclefiaftic-
al perfecuting power, from which the Church of
Chrift has fuffered fo intenfely, and fo long, and of
the Falfe Prophet, the great minifter of this per-
fecution, and the great enforcer of the edi@s of
thefe monftrous tyranmes. That thele two perfe-
cuting powers are in the view of the fcriptures whol-
ly united, and that they ennirely cooperate, cannot,
I think, be rcafonably queftioned. Both of them
arc defcribed as having fever Feads, and sen borns.
¥rom the angel interpreter we know, that zbe feven
beads ace thke feven mouniains of Rome, the greas
City whbich at that ume reigred with undivided em-
pire over thz kingdoms of the earth; and that the
ten borns are the ten kingdoms, into which that em-
pire was finally divided. Thoie fpirits, therefore,
that 1s, the falte teachers defignated by thein, were
to ipring, as they have fprung, from Antchniftian
ground,
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ON the fubje® of .\ntichrift fome things ap«

gzar to me to need further explanation. It has
en commonly taught, that the Roman Ponuff,
or perhaps more commorly the Romifth Hierarchy,
is the Antichriff. ‘This, 1 think, cannot be admie-
‘ted without fome qualification. As the oppofer of
Chnift by way of eminence, (the meaning of the
original word) this application of the term may be
warranted, whether to the Ponuff, or to the Hie-
rarchy. It has not, I believe, been ufually, and
with fufficient deference, remembered, that St
John, to whom we are indebted for the word, has
alfo given us its meaning. This apoftle infonns
us, that there are many Anmiicbrifis, and that fome of
them were in being, when be wrote; and that tbe An-
tichrift is He, who denieth, that Fefus Chriff is come
in the flefb.  As this interpretation is given by the
fpirit of Gop, it muft, of courfe, be implicitly ad-
mitted by Chrittians. But, no man can refufe to
acknowledge, that, accordir.g to this interpretation,
the name, niichrift, 1s far more juftly applied to
the colle&tive body of modern Infidels, than either
to the Romifh Hierarchy, or to the Head of it.—
Neither of thele ever denicd, ibat Fefus Chriff is
¢ome in the flefb, unlefs by diftant implicauon; but
this is the prime doltrine of every modern Infidel.

Tue Romifth Hierarchy, or ecclefiaftical per-
fecuting power already mentioned, is exhibited in
the {criptures under various names ; as the Beaf,
the Man of fin, the Son of percition, and the Wicked,
or rather the Lawle/- One. Fach of thefe names
is intended to denote fome particular characteriftic
of this power. Thus the Bealt directly exhibits its
ferocious, fanguinary, or perfecuting charater; the
Man of fin its preeminent wickednefs; the Son of
perdition its certain deftination to fingular perdi-
tion; and tbhe Lawlefs One its diftinguifhed refufal
of being reftrained by the laws of either Gob, oy
Rald,
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Avrr thefe terms, it is cvident, are in a high
degree gencral, and of courfe are defcriptive of an
immenfc coll-&ion of mankind, diftant in times and
places, exifting through many ages and inhabrting
many countrics. The hierarchy is formed not on-
ly of all, who dire@ly cxercife the power denoted
by it, but alfo of all, who under its dominion con-
tnbute, by their union with the fyftem, ard by their
phyfical ftrength, to the continuance of its beng,
and the furtherance of its defigns: In other words,
all, who in any, partcularly in Romufh, countres,
through every age of its duration, unite in its oppo-
fition to true religion, and in the perfecution of s
votaries. It is manifeft, that, in fome periods, and
in fome countries, onc or more of thc(?:::han&m
of this powsr will prevail ; in other periods, and 1n
other countries, other charadters will prevail.  This,
we alfo know. has been the . At fuch umes,
and in fuch places, the particular names, which de-
pote fuch cim&ers, are plainly to be efpecially
applied to thote, who live in them. The predic-
tions, denoted by thefe hames, are ther aninently
fulfiiled. Ner will it maks =y 2iffiiuwe n the
juftnefs of the application, or the fulfilment of the
predittion, whether the original form of the oppo-
fiticn and perfecution be purfued, or a new one.
The great defign, the general condu®, is plainly
the thing, aimed at in prophecy, and, fo long as
this is purfued, the particular form is of no impor-
tance.

Ir then the Pontff were never more to exift ;
if the Hierarchy fhould perifh; and yet the fame
general defign of oppoling true religion, and per-
iccuting 1ts votaries, fhovld be continued by other

_hards, and fhould grow out of the original fyftem,
fo as to be a mere prolongation of the fame con-
du¢t and purpofe, 1 a digmt mode ; we are not
only warranted, but neceffitated, by all the rules of
corre&t interpretation, to cosfider the prophecy as
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davolving,.in the moft complete manner, this part,
/¥ conuinuation, of the general fyftem.

Tue prefent oppofition of Infidels in Europe
to truc religion, and their perlecution of its vota-
xies, is a mere continuation of the general fyitem,
:it;n by the Hierarchy in diftant ages. It has
, and been exercifed, on the fame ground, by
the defcendants of the original and moft dlﬁmamfh-
ed perfecutors; it has fprung from the fame fpmt,
becn regulated by the fame policy, is the fame de-
fign, and has bcen purfuca with the fame, and even
greater, zeal and cruelty.*

In confornnity with the fentiments, already
{pecified, it may juftly be obferved, that to the In-
fidels, who have ariicn out of this f yftem, and who
have cooperated with this great dcﬁon, may, with-
outa reafonable doubt, and with ﬁnoular propriety,
be applied the name of the Lawlefs One ; as beyond
example lawlefs, and fpurning at every reftraint
from Gob, or man. ‘Their caming, allo, is preemi-
nen tly with all deceivablenefs (or deceit) of un-
riguseoufuefs ; they and all their converts are plain-
ly the fubjets of ﬁrang judicial delufion ; fince they
have eagerly delicved a lie, and enjoyed a fupreme
Pleafure in unrightecufnefs.

In the fame evident manner it appears, that
no times could ever with fo much propriety be cal-
led pertious times, as the p:refent times. Never
were men fo entirely lovers of thar cwn felves, cov-
eiviis, boalers, proud, blafphemers, difobedient to pa-
rents, wbankful unboly ; JVithout natural affeition,
truce dreakers, falfe aeeulers, incontinent, fierce, de-

Jifers of thofe that are good ; Traitors, beaa’y, bigh
minded, lovers of pleafures mere than lovers of God.y
In contcmplatmor this amazing complication of
falthood, fin, and mifery, itis a ftrono confolation

® Se2 Natc B {3 Tim. 3 Chap.
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to every good man, to know, that 15¢ Lord foall
defiroy this Wicked. or Lawlefs One, this wonderfol
fyftem of evil, with the breath of bis moath, and the
brightnefs of bis appearing.

Tuis deftruftion, we are informed, was teo
proceed, and we fee it has begun to proceed, out of
the bowels of the fyftem.  The kings, or ftates, into
which the fecular perfecuting power was divided,
have begun #0 bate the Whore, to eat ber flefb, and
to burn ber with fire. The ecclefiaftical perfecut<
ing power 1s in a fair way to be foon deftroyed. The
fecular perfecuting power is rapidly wafting itfelf,
and that not the lefs becaufe of the prefent fplen~
dour of one of its conftituent parts. The reign of
the fpirits of deceit is exhibited in prophecy, as
fhort, and the coming of Chrift to deftroy them,
as fudden, unexpetted, and dreadful. The wafte
of mankind, and the deftru@ion of happinefs im
Catholic countries, have already exceeded all ex-~
ample, and outftripped all calculation. The de~
ception of the kings, that is, the kingdoris, or
ftates, of the earth has already refembled a prodigy s
and the hoftilities againit Almighty Gop have al«
readly tortured human belief. Principles and cona
dud; like thefe, cannot be of long duration ; they
would empty the earth of mankind, and lay the
world in rums; yet fome time muft doubtlefs: .

. clapfe before this abomination of defolation fhrall be
gnifhied. ~

Ax end however will arrive.  Let us turn our
eyes from this Arabian defart, where no fountains
of confolation flow, and no moral verdure {prings,
to cheer the weary traveller, and explore regions of
a brighter afpe&, and feafons of a more delightful
charaCter. The time will arrive, when the creator -
of all things will be acknowledged and loved, and,
the Redeemer of mankind believed 4nd . obeyed.
Falthood will not always be preferred to truth, not
fin to holinefs. The period is on the wing in which® -
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¢ the knowledge of the Lorp fhall fill the earth,
as the waters fill the fea;” and in which ¢ holinefs
to the Lorp thall be written” on all the purfuits
and enjoyments of markiad. * The Lorp of
Hofts will, one day, make unto all people a fzaft
of fat things full of marrow, a feaft of wines on the
Jees well refined. He will deftroy the face of the
covering, that is caft over all people, and the vail,
that is {pread over all nations ; will wipe away tears
from all faces, anc¢ take away the reproach of his

from all the earth.” Another fun, rolling
around the great Centunial vear will, not imprcoa-
bly, have fcarcely finithed his p-ogrefs, when he
fhall fee the Jew ** no more hauchty becaufe of the
holy mountain,” but  reingraficd into the olive,
from which Le was broken off.” ¢ The ftandard
fhall be exalted, theenfign fhall be fet up, to which
the outcaits of Ifrael fhall gather, and the difperfed
of Judah affemble, from the four corners of the
carth.” “ The reception of them” into the king-
dom of Chrift « fhall prove” to all nations “as hife
from the dead ;™ as a general refurre@ion from the
grave. There is now indeed, and for fome time
may conuaue to be, “a tumultuous noife of the
kingdoms of the nations gathered together, becaufe
the Loxp of Hofts multereth the hoft to the bat-
tle.” “Nation now rifes againft nation, and king-
dom againft kingdom.” ¢ Great carthquakes”
have cxifted *“in diverfe places, and famines, and
peftilences, and fearful fights, and grear figns from
heaven; and on the earth diftiels of naticns, with
perplexity, the fea and the waves roaring: Men’s
hearts failling them for fear, and for looking after
thole things which fhall fhortiv come upon the
unh.”

LET us ftill “in patience poffefs our fouls;"
“ for yet a little while, and the indignation fhal! be
overpaft.” The Church of Gob fhall foon ‘¢awake
and put on ftrength, and be clothed with beautiful
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garinents ¢ Peace fhall then be extended to her
as a river, and the glory of the Gentiles as s flow-
ing ftream.” ¢ A little one fhall become a thouf-
and, and a fmall one a ftrong nation.” < The
Name and the Praife of Gop,” the acknowledgment
of the Redeemier, and the * faith, baptifm, and
worfhip,” of his followers, « fhall be one, from the
rifing of the fun to the going down of the fame:”
‘“and the Canaanite fhall no more be fouad in the
houic of the Lorp of Hofts.”

INn that day ¢ the iron rod of the oppreflor
fhall be broken,” ¢‘the confufed noife of the bat-
tle of the warrior ceae,” ¢ the haughtinefs of man
fhall be broughtdown ; the lowly fhail be exalted ;”
and the Lorp of Hofts will be a ftrength to the
poor, a ftrength to the needy in his diftrefs.”—
¢ Darknefs fhall then be no more put for light nor
light for darknefs ;" the lantern of vifionary phi-
Ioiophy fhall ceafe to lead mankind aftray from the
highway of holinefs ; the fcriptures ¢ fhall be their
everiafting hight, and the Author of them their glo-
ry.))

BuT while we look forward with faith, confo-
lation, and tranfpert, to rifing periods of order,
peace, and fafety; in which truth fhall triumph,
juftice prefide over the coacerns of men, and mercy
pity and affuage the fufferings of this agonizing
world; while we forefee feafons of genera! happi-
nefs and univerfal virtue, a2 vernal growth of moral
beauty, and an autumnal harveft OF converts to ho-
linefs; while the eye travels onw-rd through a new
era in the univerfe of man, and beholds a rebellious
world voluntarily refuming its allegiance to the
Creator, the great family of Adam acknowledged
as the children, Goo declaring himfelf the common
Father, and the earth confefledly the temple, In
which he 1s loved, obeyed, and worthipped; we
sannot fail to revert to the *ftroublous tumes,”
‘ ~ 13
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which are now revciving. 7 he (oul arefiftibly re-
turns to furvey the fins and errors, which rage
around us, the cemprations which alarm, enfnare,
and feduce, and the miferies which are refounded
from a fuffering world.  In this fituation it inftinct-
ively afks, How fhali thefe evils be averted from

ourfelves and ours ?

Tais queftion is now in truth afked, with
ftrong emotions, and many forcbodings, by the
ereaz Body of people in New England ; and is felt
to involve the peace, freedom, and fafety, the mor-
als, religion, and mmortal welfare, of themiclves
and their children. The mind 1s awake, the heart
is alarmed ; anxiety is on the wing, and the fpirit of
foreboding looks through the eye with melancholy
fufpenfe and agitation. Suffer me then in the in-
dulgence of imagination to affemble here this vaft
multitude, to view them as already gathered arcund
me, and 1o addrels to them, as to you, an an{wer
to this folemn enqury.

Afy Friznds and Breslren,

Ix all e changes, which have befallen our
natve country, the mterpefitions of divine provi-
dence in 1ty behalt have been wonderful.  Think,
if you 2re af a [ofs on this fubjedt, of the manner,
in which Gen Zaie your fathers to s land en ea-
gles wings, and &epi them in tic belisww of bis band.
Recal therr mumerous deliverances from the favages,
and from tae aiore bister enenics who fpurred thofe
favages o war a2nd flanghior. Romember their
wonderful prefervation rom tha srmament of Che-
bufto, coupleted en the nighi of that foiema day,

S - P ud . N . -
when with {alting and fuyplication dhey lifted up
- . - - -~ - 1Y -
their unitzd hands to mapicre the ivation of their

-~

Goo. \Who gave the arillery of your enemtes -
to the hands of Marly; and tiicir amnrunition into
thale of DMuslord ? Who nurcndered 1o yei the ar-
ey of D goync 2 Wieant cof pretended friends,

S
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more malignant than open enemies, eftabl:fhed on
folid grounds your independence and vour peace;
and fet your fect in a broad place; a poflcfion rich,
fecure, and immenfc ? Who has filled your veins
with health, and yeur garners with all manaer ¢f Rore ?
Who has filled your land with ceiled bonjes, adorned
it with fchools, and enhightened 1t with wmnumera-
ble churches?

A work, thus begun, and thus carried on, 1s
its own proof, that it will not be relinquithed. We
may be fcourged, for we merit 1t, but I truft we
thall not be forfaken ; we may ée ¢ Jstwn, but we
fhali mct be deftreyed. The picient uaufual and
glorious prevalence of religion 1s the »and of Gon.
<priting on tbe wall, that we are not yet xuroer:d

ord fnifb:d.

WouLD you then be fafe, while «/! xatisas cre
Jfified with the freve of vamity ; would you kile in
Sfecret chambers until the indigration e éverpajl;
Learn your duty. and your fifety, 1n the memora-
ble advice of Jehofhaphat, the illuftrious prince of
Judah, to his own people, in a feafon of more im-
mediate peitl:  « Believe on the Lord your Ged, fo
foall ye be efiablifeed ; telicwz Lis prophets, s fhail
ye profper.”

Yaour anceftors, who precminently obeyed this
council, and found the promife duly verified to
them, who leaned alway on the arm of Gob, and
walked 1a the funfhine of the fcriprures, laid here
fuch foundations of human happiuets, under his
guidance, as were probably never laid clewhere.
In their eitabhithrient of rational ficedom, jui
government, ard perfect order, in their fchools and
their colieges, their churches and thewr worihip,
their exemplary life and their fervent pravers, they
leit a glorious inheritance toyer.  On this ftock vou

have hived, and become rich; awed the fund. though
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impawed by wafte and negligence, s fhil large.
an‘tonly {quandered, it may indeed vanith in s
year; but, carefully }\ulb&lﬂcg; ;:] will laft 'f:; ages.
Would you provide for ildren, as they pro-
vided fbrmvonpiowould v)t;:'r fecure the favour and
bleflings of Gop ; would you efcape the woes, de-
nounced and executed on an unbeheving and pro-
fligate world ; imbibe their fpirit, and follow their
example.

AT the firefide, in the ftreet, in the court of
juftice, and in the legiflature, be, and be fven to be,
the friends and followers of Gob.  Lef ycar conver-
Jation be fuch as becometh godimme/s ; your example
adorn the decirine of God yeur Savionr ; your judicial
Giftributions be diitnbutions of nghteoufnefs and
meggy ; and your laws uphold and Rrengthen rehi-
ai0n and virtue, and break down the barners, and
lay open the retreats, of vice and impiety. From
the dawn of life iet your children be taught, both
in the family and the fchool, to fear Gob, to truft
the Redeemer, to hate iniquity, and to do taat which
is goal.  Teach then: to read, to love, and to abey,
the fcriptures ; to reverence nagiftrates ; % nife up
to the hoary head ; to venerate the fabbath; and
to worfhip in the fan@uary. For this end, cfeem,
and fhew them that vyou ¢fleem, ive fabbeth a delight,
axd toe Haly of the Lord bomeuradle ; and let them
fee that you tern away yeur fect frem jfinding your
own pleafure cx that day. Tiem that bomour me,
fath Goo, I will bonour ; dut whefo defpifeth me
fball be lightly efleenrcd.

In your daily intercourfe, recal the probity,
fairnefs, and good will of your forefathers; their
enlarged charity to the poor, the fick, and the
friendlefs ; and their principled refpe@ and obedi-
ence to the laws of the land. Unlearn, yourfelves,
and unteach your children, the fenfelefs dotrines,
that no man is honeft; that office makes an hoaeft
man a villain ; that men, whom vou have long and
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thoroughly tried and approved, are-for that ve
reafon to be marked with jealouly, and hunted wi
flander. Remember, that it 1s equally a fin, and
a fhame. a decbaleraent of common fenfe, and an
infult o Gon, to peak evil, without caule, egainft
the Rulers of your pecple ; and ceafe to belisve it an
eafy, or probable, thing for thofe rulers to opprefs
vou, when the fame laws muft equally opprefs

themfelves.

In the inean time, let me folemnly warn you,
that if you intend to accomplifh any thing, if you
mean ot f6 Jaboxr i1 vain, and to_fpend yonr frength
for neught, you muft take your fide. There can be
here no halting between two opinions. You muft
marfhal yourfelves, finallv, in your own defenfe,
and in the dcfenfe of all that is dear to you. You
muft meet face to face the bands of diforder, of
falthood, and of fin. Between them and you there
1, there can be, ne natural, real, cr lafting harmo»
ny. #-bat communion bath light witd darkwfs 2
waat concord bath Cbrif wito Belial? or wbat part
batd be that b:lieveth with an hifidsl? Froma con-
nection with them what can you gain 2 What will
you not lofe? Their neighbourhood is contagious ;
their friendihip is a blaft; their communion :s
death. Will ycu imbibe their principles?. WiR
vou copy their praQices? Will you teach your
children, that death is aa eternal fleep ? that tae
end.fan¢tifies the means ? that moral obligation s
a dream ? Religion a farce 2 and your Saviour the
fpurious offspring of pollunion? Will you fend
vour daughters abroad in the attire of a female
Greek ? Will vou enrol your fons as conicripts for
plunder and butchery? Will you make marriage
the mockery of a regittes’ office 2 Will you become
the rulers of Sodoin, and the peopic of Gomorrha ?
Shall your love to man vanifh 1a a word, ard evap-
orate on the tongue ? Shall 1t be loft i1n 2 ear, and

erifh in afigh? Will yon enthrone a Goddefs of
f{ealbn before the table of Chnit 7 Wl you bura
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your Biblcs ? Will you crucify anew your Redeem-
er2 Will you deny your Gobp ?

CoME ont, therefore, from among them, and ke
ye feparate, [cith the Lord, and touch not ibe ancican
thing ; and I will receive you, and wiil be a fatber
1o ysu : And ye fball be my fous end daugbters, faitd
tde Lord Almighty.

To this end you muft coolly, firmly, and rre-
vocably make your determination, and refolve, that
Febovab is your God, and that yeut will ferve bim ox-
#. His enemies are the enemies of yourfelves, and
of vour children; of your peace, hberty, and hap-
pinefs; of your religion, virtue, and falvation.—
Their principles abhor ; their pratices deteft. Be-
fore your fteady indignation, and firm contempy,
they will fall of courfe. No falfhood can bear the
fusbeams of truth ; no vice can withftand the ftea-
dy current of virrue. The motives to this oppoii-
tion are infinite. Your all, your chiliren’s all, 1s
at ftake. If you contend manfully, you will e
more than comguerors ; if you yield, both you and
they are undone. You are endeanxd by a theufand
ties. Your common counuy is 2 lard of milk and
boney : Init athoufand churches are vocal with the
praife of your Creator; and four thoufand ichools
receive your children tc their boom, and nurfe
them to wifdom and piety. In this country you
ail fprang from one ftock, fpeak one language, have
one fyftem of manners, profefs onu: religion, and
wear one chara@er. Your laws, ycur inftitutions,
your interefts, arc one. No rixtuie weakens, no
ftrangers divide, you. 2o have fought and bled,
your fathers have fought and died, together. To-
gether they werfhipped Gobp; togeher they {ate
around the table of the Redeemer; together they
afcended to heaven ; and together they now unite In
the glorious concert of eternal praife  'With fuch
an intereft at hazard, with fuch bords of union,
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with fuch examples, youcannotfcpante you can-
not fear.

LET me at the fame time warn you, that yow
enemics are numerous, induftrious, and daring, ful.
of fubtety, and full of zeal. Nay, fome of them
are vour own brethren, and endeared o you by all
the ties of nature. The conteft is, ther.fore, ﬁ-aught
with hazard and 2larm. Were 1t 3 war of amms,
you would have little wo dread. It is a war of arts;
of remptations; of enclizatments; a war agamﬁ
the magicians of Egvpr; in which no weanons will
zvail, but ¢ the rod of Gob.” [In this cons 5T you
Wy be left alize. Fear not; ““they that be for you
will even then be more than they that are agamit
you.” Aimighty power will prote®, Infinite wif-
dem will cuide, and Unchangeable gnodr-efs will
profper, you. The Chnftian world rifes daly n

prayer  heaven for your faithfulnefs and fuccefs;
the hoft of leeping faints calls to you from the
crave, 231l buds you God ipeed. The fpirits of
our fathers lean from yonder fkies to furvey the
mnﬂz& and your c¢biidren of many generations,
x:il rise wp, asd call yox bigffed.
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NoTE A.s

THE oppofers of Robifen and Barruel originally
sontendsd againft their accounts of Illumini{m with ve-
hemence, becaufe they confidered the fociety of Free
Mafons as implicated. 'When they were reminded, that
neither of thefe wrniters had given the leaft ground for
this opinion, {o far as the Mafons on the ancient {yftem
were concerned, they queftioned the pofhible exiftence of
fuch depravity, and denied its credibility. As every
raan, at all verfed in the hiftpry of human nature, difcern-
ed at a glunce the futility of this objeCtion, and as the
enormities practifed :n France refuted all {fentiments of
this nature, and rendered credible every thing which in-
genuity can contrive, or the hands execute ; they next
attacked the charafler of the writers, and particwarly
that of Profeffor Robifon. This ground was certainly
taken with more fkill. The gentleman, fortunateiy for
them, lived at the diftance of three thoufand miles, and
every calumny, heaped upon himn, would therefore have
its full effet before dire®t teftimony could be brought to
prove it to be a calumny ; and moft of thofe, who read
the calumny, would never read, nor even {ee, the refuta-
tion. Multitudes would thus be finally perfuaded, that
Mr. Robifon was a dithoneft man, and would certainly
believe his account falle, whatever evidence might fup-

ort it, In this attack feverul letters from Profeflor

beling have been produced. On thefe letters, both as
ftaining the repatation of Profeflor Robifon, and as ren-
dering improbable the accounts given of lllumini{fm, much
reliance has been placed. This reliance however feems
to be weak and iniecure,

In the firft place, Profeflor Ebeling’s charalter ag
an honeft man is wholly unknown and uncertain. For
ought that appears he may himfclf be an Illuminee, or a
Jacobin. Should either of thefe be the fa&t, his teftimo-
fly is foreclofed and deftroyed of courfe. Every perivn;
acquainted with ihefe clafles of men, knows that falthood
1s a prime ingredient of their {yftem, and that without it
that iyftem could rot ftand a day. A prime part of illu-
m.nifm is to deny the exiftence of Illuminifm ; a firft feas
wre of Jacobin'tm is to deny everv dangerous doétring

Cr
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and eilmt or Jacobins. Stranze S5 it i:ay appear, this
detcftavle practice, afier immenfc detetlons, ftill fuc-
cecds with great multitudes,

2. 1f Profeflor Ebeling be 2n honzlt man, he may be
an extinfiaft for liberty and cquaiitv.  In this cafs, al-
though his mtcgrtv were uuimpeachable, the foundnefs
of hla judgment might be joftly ‘called in ..gxefho'x. The
enthufialm on this fubje® has proceeded 0 lengths full
as great as thof: to which religious enthofiafm has at any
time proceeded ; and the extravagancies of opinion and

practice which 1t kas adopted, the fallhoods which it has
fwallowed, and the criines which it has committed, may
be fairly fet againft any, attributed to any former enthu-
fiafm. This ftate of mind is 2 difeafe, and unfortunately
K may, and does, lay hold even on lcarned and i mgemous
raen.  In this cale no judgment remains found ; no evi-
dence 1s fainiy wexghed Every thing which contradids
its darling inchimations is difcarded at once, and every
thing which favours them admitted without examination
or icruple. So true; and {o acknowledged, 1s this fenti-
mcnt, that mre‘mous caies the opinicas and teftimony of
enthufiafts are 1ot 2fide of conrle, and allowed by ail par-
t12s to be of no \"cx"'h:, {o far as their enthufiaim is con-
cerred.  In the prefent cafe our decifion ought to be

A

1. Al other teftimony concerning the prefent flate

f lituraturs and morals in Germany confpu es to fhew,
that the princinies of the Hluminees refpe&ting morality
wnd 1 el“'ar have, tor fubitance, an extenfive prev:ﬂence
i that | ceuntry.  Frem the philofophy of Kaat to the
slavs of LxO::CS-I?. thelr pubiications appear to be fomed

o ~

o difluie looZ principles, and to unhinge the mo:als and
'*“Rg‘l\-u of L‘lL fory prures.

4. nlza ofligh reputation in Great Britain appear,
without zav diffenfion, to hawe agreed in their opinions
2id this iuqcﬂ Ample teftimony ot their confidence in
thefe accounts of Illami.itin has Leen given Ly many
tuch e, ¢ «ad to the character of the authors. The fol-
lowing teitimiony {rem the Charge, us.x\ eved by the pre-
fent Bl 10D of Londau to the (,h..f“‘? of his dxoccfc, in the
veass 1798, and 1%gy, mav, I \nl'u\, l:e confiderca as
comalete, and as amply refeting 2ll thit Las been allegad
an the enpalite file. I need not ada, that this geintec-
IMAN S dhz aGter vor talants '\s wdl s ity mity will nox
be queltioned. Roferving to hiis charge, deiiy ared at tie

v

poUgLbng vansniton, th !)‘m oty s
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1 At that time, however, I was not aware (and fcw

people I believe in this country were) how decp the foun-
dattons o. this fyftem were laid, and how wadely the
principles and the projetts of thefe adventurers were dif-
fufed. Tt now appears from undoubted evidence, cedlef!
from the masi zutkentic sources, and produced about the
fame time by swo different autbors, of a%fferent counirses
and dijlerent religions, and writing seiibout tée least cens
cert or conmrwinnicaticn oith cock stder® thar there has
(have) in fad fubfifted in the heart of Europe eertain
1cQs of men, diftingaifhed by vartous fencifnl pames an
various myfterious rites and ceremcaies, but all concur-
ing in one common obje®, namely, the gradual overthrow
rot merely of all religion, but of all civil government and
all focial order throughotvt the whole Chnffian werld.
‘This defign they had been carrving on with incredible 1a-
duftry and perfeverance in varions wiys 1t « i21g courie
of vears ; fome openly etrtackirg tbe gicat bxlweerks of
smorality and religion, otbers sccreily undernining tbesr
Josundations, il at length tbe cxplosior: burst cut instani=
ancossly on onc dzvosed cauniry ; and the full effelis of
215 concentrated force were felt a: once in the 014l suévese
si5n g[ a greas empire; and tbe extirpaiisn of e natsseal
Jairb.”

5. The fad, mentionad in this quotation, viz. that
thefe authors wrcte independently of each other, wathe
aut concert or comimunication, is a prout of the tryth of
their accounts. A cafual coincidence in things fo comi
plicated is a plain impetbbility. :

6. Afer all that has been faid, the chief proof of the
truth of thelc accounts is found m the declarations of
Weifhaunt himfclf and his afiociates.  The confetiion of
the party againft Limfelf is the higheit proof, and is fo
adiritted in every court of jullice. The tubltance of ail
that is alieged concerning 1lhuniinifin is acknowiedged
abundantly by the Hluminees. Out of th= wouths of
theic wicked men they are tobe judged. '§'his preoi no
telumony caa.leffen, unlefs it can be fhewn either that
tne writings attributed to themn are forcerics, or that
they have Leen wiltully corrugted by the traudlators.—
The firft of thefe improbable pofitions is clea:ly removed
by the writings thenifelves; for no medern wr.i'iings weap
more marks of genninecrefs; and both are deftroved by
the confileration of the certain and mmedizie dete@icm
of the viliainy.

® Barreel and Robifnn,
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It ought to te added, that thele geddenien are, fo
far as my knowledge cxtends, uniforinly fpoken of 1
Great DBritain by writers of unqueftionable credit,
with refpe@ and approdation. Here they both live, and
are therefore perfedtly well known. Here, therefore,
their true charaller is to be found. Here Mr. Robifon
has been employed as a principal writer in the Britifh
Encyclopadia, and is direftly mentioned by Do&or Gleig
as 2 man of the firlt relpe@ability ; here he holds a pre-
fefforthip in a Univerfity of high rank and fuftains the
office of Secret ary to a Literary Soczety of great reputa-
tion ; the Royal Society of Edinburgh.
. cught ever to be remembered, that it is an cpen
doGrine of Hluminifm, to deny tlie whele or any part of
the [iftem, and any B8 relating toit ; that a regard to
trath is nat even pretended ; and that the moft detefta-
bz of all tenets, namely, that sbe end sanélions tbe mears,
is one of the fundamental principles of the fy fem.—
From thefe men nothmg can be believed thhout cther
cv:dence bafide their own teftimony.

P. S. Since the note, above, was finithed, a frnend
put into my hand 2 letter from Mr. James Walker,
2 refpelable inhabitant of Great Britain, to Profsfor
Botutigger, of Weimar in Germany ; publiflied in the
Mercurv of that city, April 18co. It was written 1n
anfwer to fome verv fevere afnerfions cn Mr. Rebifon by
Mr. Boéitigger; and fuch was the chara&er of the writer,
and fuch the we:c}:t of his teftimony, that Mr. BeEttig-
ger amplv as well as herourably retrzQed his afperfions.

The following extra® will cempletely fhew the char-

acter, which Profcifor Robifen bears ia his own country.

¢ There are few men in Ecrope poffefied of a {ound-

er judgment or of mere extenfive acauirements thaa Mr,
Robifon. In mathematics and natural philofophy he has
very fcw eguals, whether we contider the dcpth of hi:
Lnowled e or the ability \u..h which he applies 1t to the
feful arts of life.  In moval feience he dees not indeed,
ddmm the labours of l\ant aud even thinks fome of his
principles, ana, pcrhaps, their general tendency, danger-
eus ; but he is Intimately acquamted with d\af fcxence.,
as 1t has long been taught by the ableft men in England,
and it ought not to hurt the vanity even of a German and
;anuﬁ, if Erglifhmer fill {uppofe that their own dil-
Unfrul'hcd moralifts and meta')l.s ficians have not been en-
‘ "cl) fools. In this age of Inﬁaeuty he is not afhamed

)
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to profefs himfelf a Chriftian; and he boldly and ably
contends that ignorance (the want of accurat: obferva-
tion and of juft and general views of natare and of provi-
dence) and vice are the great caufes of the Infidelity of
‘the prefent day, and that they who pretend to be Athe-
ifts cn principles of {cience, will be found, on examina-
tion, to be mere {inatterers, whofe whole knowledge con-
fifts in a few :cle phrafes, which, uttered with the necef- .
fary gravity and confilgrice, attra@ the notice of the idie
and run away with the admiration of \he Jdiffipated. Pro-
feflor Rotifon ha: travelled through the chief cov .tries
of Europe, has been in Amwerica, and has viewed, with a
philofophic eye, the various moucs of life, which the dif-
Jerent countries he has vifited exhibits ke is acquainted
with the moft important languages, ancient and modern ;
is a2 man of unblemifthed horour, ind ir every refpet
what we, 1n England, czll a gentleman. Inftead of be-
iP3 >a caemy, as you have pofitively afferted, of all the
good hezds of Europe, a patrea of folly, and 2 natic,
there is no where a more ardent friend of real icience
and of true liberty ; as any man, indeed, who {erioufly
reads the boek agaiaft which you are {c highly prejudiced,
provided he has any preciic notions of {cience and of true
liberty himfelf, wiil moft readily difcover and acknowl-

. Noris this the exaggerated praife of a friend ; no
onre who knows Mr. Robilon, as I have known him, 2nd
as he is almoft univeriallv known in Britain, will dare te
callitin queftion. The Englith Jacobins, the flanderous
authors of the ~fontdiy Mzzazine, and ot the Anasytical
Revicw, and cf ether fimilsr publications, (which are of-
ten akke devoid of truth and modefty) never fell into a
more egregious foliy, than by treating Mr. Robifon as
you alio have doune, 2s an enemy to icience and to Iiberty,
as nothing more cicarly proves that their clamours reiult
not from the love of true fcience and of rational liberty,
but from a defire of umiverfal innovation after the French
model in philofophy and in politics.

““ Mr. Robifon has in his book very fimply and can-
didly related the accidental circumftances which led him
to the knowledge of the Iluminati, and the views with
which he publithed whar he had difcovered ; and every
impartial man who {ericufly reads what he has written
will certzinly account thofe views honourable. In eve-
Iy part of his book he exhibits him{elf, what he really is,
#s the ardent friend of true fcience, of rational reiigion,
and of genuiue liberty, and direfls all his attacks only
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againd philofophy, falfely fo called, againt thofe wha,
pretending to be wifer than their neighbours, wifh to
perfuade us to live as without God in the world ; and
againft thofe who, with the words liberty, phxlanthtopy,
moderation, «c. ever in their mouths, promote only li-
sentiouinefs, rapine, and murder.”

Nors B.

Two things will be probably, ard not uanaturally,
objefbed to thefe obfervations. One is, that these Infi-
dels ere the direct enemies and opposcrs of the Hierarchy ;
and the other, tbat their persecutisn bas fallen pr:m»pd-
ly.on the C'ltbalu:.r and not on the Protcstants. LT

" TFhe former of thefe cbjections will be eafily obvia-
ted. Tbe iszgs, or ftates, who, it is faid, sbald bate sbe
Wbore (auother name of the fame fvltem) end eat ber
fesb, ard burn ber with fire, are exhibited, alfo, as the di-
se&t ememies and oppofers of the Hierarchy ; yet they
are plainly marked as great conftituent parts of the fy~
tem. Of courfe, the prelent oppofition and enmity of
Infidels to the H:erarchy is perfedtly confiftent with the
dodirine, that they are neverthelefs eflential and promi-
rent parts of the fame i{yftem. In this there is nothing
urcommon. Many other kingdoms, and {y-tems, have
been divided againt themfelves, ard ftill have purfued
tizz fame great object in different methods.

Nor 1s the latter obje&ion atterded with any more
difficulty. It is true, that the perfecution of modern. In-
fileis has fallen principally on the Catholics, and not o
the Proteftants; and it is equally true, that they have
not perfecuted them at all as Catbolics, but merely as
Cbristians. ‘They themfelves have often told us their
real defign. They have ridiculed, denied, and decried
Religion as such ; and not as the C'atbolic system ; and
have fought and butchered the Catholic foldiers, and
people, as the Armies and adberents of Fesus, by name.
Whom have they perfecutedin form? The men, who had
too much conicience, principle, and piety, to perjure them-
felves, and deny their Saviour; not the men, who pub-
licly apoftatizing from Chn{bamt\ and perjuring them.
felves, ftill retamed, profefledlv, ‘the name of Catholics,
and the title of Clergymen. The religion, the piety, of
thefe men conftituted the crime, for which they died ;
vat the charalter of Cathelics. Accordingly the perfc-
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cution has fallen indifcriminately on Proteftants as well
as Catholics; not {o often, :Fcaufe there were not {fo ma-
ny of them ; but never the léfs, becaufe they were protef-
tants. This diftin&@ion was invented bere, and by us
and was not fo much as thought of by themfelves.

To what, let me afk, is Infidelity oppefed? To
Chriftianity. Againft what are all its arguments, arts,
labours, violence, and perfecution, direCted 2 Chriftiani-
ty. What then s it oppofing? Chriftianity. No Infi.
del ever thought of making a diftin&ion in favour of pro-
teftants or of true religion; every Infidel will laugh at
thofe, who make it for him. '

Divines themiclves have, I fufpe&, at times been
too ready to confider every Catholic, as fuch, as being a
part cf this fyltem ; whereas the {yftem iifelf is formed
merely of oppofition and entity to true religion and the
perfecution of its friends. Such Catholics, therefore, as
have never chernithed this oppofition and enmity, nor en-
couraged this perfecution, are in no fenfe parts of the
fyltem. Of this defcription, substantially, are undoubt-
edly all fuch Catholies, as are the fubjeéls of real piety.
I know there are proteftants, and perhaps in this coun-
try, who will, either not at all, or with great difffculty,
admit any Catholics to bé men of plety. But 1s not this
a mere prejudice? Is it not the very thing, whichwe call
bigotry 1n tbem ? viz. limiting falvation to thel own
cirarch? Was not Fenelon, was not Roilin, 2 man of
piety ! Have not great numbers of the French Clergy by -
yielding their lives, in preference to denying their Sav-
1our and abjuring Chriftianity, proved themfelves to the
eye of charity to be men of piety? If they have. not, I
fear we {hall be left without one of the belt arguments
to prove that picty exifts.

It may perhaps be thought, that I am become an ad-
vocate for the church of Rome. Should it be fo thought,
it will not be the legitimate confequence of any thing
which I have faid, bLut of the preconceptions of thofe,
whe think in this manner. The Hicrarchy, as a preem-
inent fvltem of oppofition to true religion, and of perfe-
cuticn of the Church of Chrift, I have algeady exhibited,
as being the monftrons fyftem of wickedne(s, denoted by
the Beait of the Apocalypfe ; and the fecular powers,
which have l-een coadjutors in this {yftem, as the mafs
of wickednefs denoted by the Dragon. The true mark
of the Bealt is avoluntary cooperation with this great de-
sign ; and nol the mere ascumption of the name, Carkolic.
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‘ERRATA.

-“

Pagc 6, Line 13, from the top, and p. %, L. 1, for &% j:
lin read Heylyn.

%5 4, from the bottom, for 1800, read 1799s
o and for nisety read eigtby.

21, i6, from the bottom, after falts read and

o arguments.
- 28, 13, from the top, for bid read bidden.
37, 3, from the bottomni, for difernt read dgf-

Serent.

43; 11, from the bottom, for coumci! read
counsel.




