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QOur holy religion makes good men; from thence the
tranfition is oafy and natural to regular citizens, and
obedient fubje@e  Where private wirtue canxot be found,
it is in wain to look Jor anﬂ'; and laws are of little efficacy
witbout gaadtxamp/u. The operation of the one 13 flow -

and filent ; that of the other 1s vifible and ftrong, every
one fees and feels tt.
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LA JJOJV o m HON

2 SAMUE L, xxiii. 3, 4.

‘*ﬂbe God of Ifracl faid, the Rock of Ifracl [pake 1o
me, He that vuleth over men muft be jujt, rul-
ing n the fear of God.

And be fhall be as the li et of - the morning, 1w hm
tbt Sun vifeth ; even a moyning withont clouds
as the tender grafs [pringing out of the unﬂ'
by clear ﬂ:mmg aflcr rain. -

HEN our anccﬁors inftituted the fo-
lemnities of this day, they gave the
world "a, fair exhibition of stheir wifdom and
picty. The clection of the great officers of a
ftatc 1s an event highly important; and folemn,
and ought to be regarded with folemin cnios=
tions, To infpire fuch emotions, thu juftly

— -
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dc:tcrmiﬁcd,' "mhing_wbuld fjpre cﬂ'c&ual!?\

conduce, than, the union of theY cgiflature in
the public reverential acknowledgément of the
prefence, and agcnci:;‘of Him, ¢ whofg throne
1s prepared in the heavens, and whole King-
dom ruleth over all.”  Influenced by that pie- ...
ty, which was their- governing chajactenttic, ..,
they were cxpcrimcntcﬁly convinced, that, as no i
confideration is fo intcfefting, fo none is fo
productive of rectitude, in public; orin prr-" -
vate life, as the omniprefence, and omnif<
cience, of that Gop, to whom we muft giye an
account of all our conduct. Perfons of fuch a .
character muft affo have clearly feen, and -
ftrongly felt, that pertinent religious difcourfes,

concerning the duties incumbent on rulers,

dclivered at fuch/a time, could not fail of ad-

vantageous etiects.  From thefe juft and com-
mendable fentiments, the divine fervice of

- this anniverfary was inftituted by our ancef-

tors ; and from the fame fentiments, 1t has

been uniformly celebrated by theiy defcende
ants.

Tue truth of thefe remarks will, 1t 1s pre-
fumed, “be readily acknowledged, by thole at
leaft, whofv authority fanctioned, and whole
prefence countenances, the bufinefs of this
mecting,  With equal readinefs will it be ac-
knowledged, that they, clearly point out thé
duty of the preacher. It i1s vifibly his duty to
aim at making fuch impreflions on the minds
of ‘his audicnce;, as will moft effeCtually
accomplifh the defigh of the inftitutiony:
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It is his duty to addrefs his difcourfe to the
'~ peculiar circumftances of thofe, who Tum-
moncd him to the ecmployment; and as far as .
may be, to awaken in them thofe reflections,
..which ctannat fail to produce, in men of con-
- fideration, {onic defirable confequences.
“NFog ‘about a huindred and thirty years, -has
| this'ir‘h'titution cxifted ; and, throughout this
- Jonig period, wifc and virtuous men have annu-
ally uttered, from this place, ufetul truths, and
pious ¢xhortations, After the labours of {uch
d train of rcfpeflable characters, the prefent
preacher cannot hope to cntertain his - audi-
ence with .novclty, or inftruétion.  In the
humbler office of 2 monitor, he may however
advantagcoufly rcmind thofe, who hear him,
of their intereft, and duty ;- and thus may ren-
?cr to-them an ofhice of benevolence, eminent-
y neceflary to {o frail, and fo forgetful a being,
| as man, .

To a defign of this nature, the paffage of
{cripturc mentioned as the theme of the follow -
o } ’ . . . . ryo
1ng difcourfe, is an obvious introduckion. The
fentiments it contains, arc of high importance,

and unfold their truth, and moment, to the
flighteft infpection. -

In the firft of thefe verfes, it is afferted to
be the duty of a ruler to bé{}uﬂ, and to rule in
the fear of God®, i the {ccond; the bencfi-

@ This paflage of feripture haj been fuppofed; peihaps jullly,

il
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cemt influence of o?érnfn'cht, 'for‘mcd\on thefe
principles, is declared and defcribed 1h terms
of fingular force, and unrivalled beauty.

On the firft of thefe affertions, it!will be yn-
neceflary to expatiate. ~ Of its truth, there can
be neither denial, nor doubt ; -and of its im-
portance, abrief examination of the fecond will
turnifh fufhicient cvidence. The following ob-
fervations will therefore boprincipally confined
to this folemn-dcclaration’ of the Gop of Ifracl’
‘T'hat a juft and pious Ruler is an eminent
blefling to a people. Of this doctrine, the
text naturally llc):rms the firft illuftration.

Pernars there is not, in the whole facred
volume, a fingle paflfage, introduced with fuch
{olecmnity am% magnificence, as the paflage be-.
forc us.. It isufhered in by two prefaces ; both

jf them confpiring, in a’ftriking manner, to’

'Y —

ncreafe the impreflion.  Weare firft ihform.
cd by the recording prophet, that thefe are the
laft words of David—his folemn farewel to the
great kingdom, he had fo long governed ; his
dying monition to the nunferous tribes of fu-

to be a prophecy of the Mecf{liah ; acc'ordi':ig to the  follow.’

ing . tranflation—There flall be a ruler gver men,' @ juff one, ruld

Ang in the fear of God, &c. Should this opinion be adopted,
/ the dofirine m:aliv| be fairly derived from it The jultice,and

picty with which it is prophefied, thir glorious petfon Ml rule
over men, are plainly mentioned, as ﬁ:c-rcafon of that t
and gencral bappinefs, produced by his government. From the
force of the argument; and the dignity- of the cxamplé, “the
doftrine™ réceives ai high a fanfion, a3 it could receive from
any .preccpts ' B SO

W}
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tufe princes, whom, with the eyc of prediction,
+ he faw {pringing from hys loins ; his final ben-
- edi¢tion to thofe unnumbered princes, and na-
‘tions, for whom, throughout the vaft regions,
and cxtended duration,. of this world, hcﬁ(ncw
¥ his_inftructions would be recorded. That we
. may feel the weight of this preface, a fingular
and illuftrious character of Duvid is fubjoined.
“ David, the fon of Jcflfe, the man who was
raifed on high, the anointed of the God of Ja-
cob, the fweet Plalmift of Hrael, faid,” &c.

.Notuing could, with marc pertinence,
have been prefixed to thefe remarkable words,
by the prophet who has recorded them. " From
the charadter of "the author they derive the
higheft human fanétion.  Sclected by the wif- .
dom of Jenovan from the whole Ifraclitith na-
tion, at the divine command, hec afcended the
throne. In this dignificd ftation, he gave the
clearcft Proof of the propricty of this provi-
‘dence.  His country had; for ages, been invol-
ved in the moft diftrefling wars.e In a period
of the deepeft calamity, He affumed the ' diredti-
on of its public affairs, roufed its difmayed in-
habitants to arms and enterprife, and, ina lit-
tle titne, fubdued all the {urrounding nations,
from. the great fea to the -river luphrates.
With foldiers, whom he rgifed, officered, and
‘difciplined, witha he;‘Oifﬁi_ and military wif=
dom wholly unprecedented, and in daingers;
difhiculties, and diftrefies, of which there. are
few examples;, he-eftablifhed the moft refpect=
able empire; at thar timc in the world.
R
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FFar' the government of thefe gxtenfive doi
minions, he projeéted and executed, af{crics
of the wifeft military, and-political meafures.
Steadily attentive to all the great objedts of
policy, he cifectually.provided for the defence
‘ot his kingdom, for the’ cnlargcmcnt’ of com-
mcrce, for the improvement of agriculture, for
the promotion of ufeful knewledge, and for the
regular adminiftration of juftice ; and, in all,
difplayed a ftrength of genius; and a largenefs
of heart, to which we fhall not caﬁlg find a
parrallel,. At the fTame time, he exhibited an
illuftrious example of the mofl diftinguithed
virtcue.  In his excellent'and fplendid inftiwu-
tions for the public worthip of the nation; in
thole glorious monu.nents of genius and picty,
thofe perpetual direétories of private and pub-
lic devotion, the pfalms he compofed ; in the
regular, expeditious, and impartial diftribution |
of civil juftice ; and in the combined beautics
ot a noble perfonal example ; he gained from
the voice of heaven that exalted title, ¢ the
man after God's own heart ;** and left his me-,
morial to fucceeding ages, as a fweet fmelling
favour, as an objeét of the applaufe, and the
imitation, of all who fhould:come after him.

TI'r is further to be remembered, -that he was

- advanced to the kingdom, from the humbleft
* Atation of private life. Tho’ defcended from
princes, he was, like the Meflhiah, whom he
principally typified, born; and educated in the
vale of poverty. - In the conditionof a fubjedt,
he had f{een, and felt, all the evils of unjuft and

’
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Jmplous rule, exercifed by his predeceflor.  As
a fubjec, he knew how to feel for ‘other fub-
" jeéts 1 as aman perfecuted, for other objects of
perfecution ;. while, from his long poﬂ"clhon of
the fceptre of government, he became exten-

~lively, acquainted ‘with the art” of governing
wnh dlgmty, and fuccefs.

Ox— fuch a man; are thefe the laft w ords ut-
tcrul at the clofe of Yuch a life.

Tue preface of David is ftill more folemn,
and affedting. ¢ The fpirit of the Lord,” faith
he, “fpake by me, and his word was in my
tongue,”’ That cternal {pirit * who fearcheth
all tlun%s,cvcn the deep things of God,” fpeaks
cxprcfs y the things, which 1 now utter, as the
fum of his own infinitec knowledge of this great
fubjeét, and the cffufion of his infinite bonevo-
lence to the children of men.  The God of
Ifracl faid, thc Rock of Ifracl fpake to me,”
&c. \The ‘father of the univerfe, the ruler of

an infinitc empire, declares to m'mJ\md thefe
counfels, as a general conformity to his pleal-
urc and cxmmp%c : and as the refult of his own
cxpcerience, in the auguft employment of rul-
ing the immcnﬁty of intelligent beings.

o —r

SUCH 1§ thé magni nificent iitiroduction of this
ﬁngular paﬁagc and fuch is the force, with

~which it 1s mtcndcd Lo Oper erate on the mlnd of
every rC'lder
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paflage itfelf.  And he, i. e, a Virtuous rules,
fhall be as the light ot the morning, when the
fun rifeth, even a morning without clouds ; as
the tender grafs fpringing out of the carth, by
clear. thiming after min,  Never wepe objedts.
- - of mor¢ pleafing and fplendid beauty exhibit-
cd in compartlon ; nor ‘could any conceivable
. dmages untold this fubject with fuperiour ener-
©, gy. Thelightof the’ morning is, without a
queflion, the firft object in the natural world,
tor beauty and glory, and the happielt allufion .
tor thé illuftration’of fcends, marked with un-
ufual gladnefs, profperity, and fplendour. But
it is here enhanced with peculiar felicity, It
. 1s» not only the morning, but the happieft -time
of the.morning; the time when the fun rifeth;
1t is a morning without clouds ;' a morning of
the fpring, when the tender grafs 1s {pringing
- out of the cartl, and geculiarly endeared by |
the remembrance of- the drearinefs of winter;
a morning fucceeding a night of clouds and
rain, and doubly dchghtful by the contraft it
forms,totht mctancholy gloomof the preceding
~darknels. “Thus is the general gladnefs and
fclicity, prodiced by the benignant 1nfluence
of a virtuous ruler, moft advantageoufly im-
prefled on us, by the voice of the infinite God,
in the {ingularly happy allufion to the umver-

_ {al dcelighe, ereared, thro’ this lower world, by
the glorious rifing of.an uncloud¢d morning 1n
the {pring, when a preceding night of rain and
darknefs has uflicred it in with increafed beau-
ty and fplendout ;3 when the ‘new born an
newly fresliencd vepdure has mightily enhancg
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ed the gencral luftre of all thofe’pleafing forms
of .cleggnce and grandeur, which the day-
, fprin'f;in thg magnificent language of the Cre-
“ ator, has ftamped on the face of the carth, tur-
ned to the fun, “ as clay to a fcal,”? that 1t may
“dérive from his ‘power an impreflion {o won-
derful'and divine.,
. .. |
2. The conduét of a’ virtuous ruler, both in
his public, and in his private character, will al-
fo happily illuftrate the doctrine. .

To form fatisfactory ideas of the natural, the

- neceflary conduét of a virtuous ruler, it may bo
ufcful to turn our attention, for a moment, to
the feveral principles, under thé influence of
.. which, a ruler may be fuppofed to aim at the
- public good. ,

A rRuULER may be fuppofed to aim'at the pub-

lic good, from the felfifh principles of avarice
and ambition ; fo far as he conceives the pub-
lic good and his own private ingereft to be in-
feparably conneéted. With what uncertainty
and hazard, the welfare of 4 community is en-
trufted to men, governed folely by thefe prin-
ciples, we may cafily determine, by recollecting
how often that welfare will be really feparated
from the private intereft of any individual, and
how.much oftener thefe things will be viewed
as feparate, by the felfifh aftections, and. the
biaffed judgment of that individual. If this.
mode of determining fhould be thought impro-
~per, hiftory; filled with the unnumbered and
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infinite -evils of fceptered ambition, and ava-
rice, will cftablifh the like determination, with

an authority, which can peither be gainfayed,
nor rCﬁfth. . ' R

Hoxour conftitutes another.bafis, on which
it has been thought; the public intereft might
{fafcly reft.” Honour, as commonly ufed, and
pride arc but different names for the fame o-
dious, treacherous, domincering paflion. Of
its ufual and natural eficéts, we may find an
impreflive lift, in the private hiftory of gam-
bling, lewdncfs, .duelling™~and fuicide; and a
more¢ {plendid one, in the public annals of
imperial luxyry, war, and defpotifm. It 13
however further to be remarked, that, as hon-
our, in this lenfe, is, wholly governed by a re-
gard to the eye of mankind, fo it can have no
influence in meafures, withdrawn from the
infpection of that eye : a clafs of meafures, on
‘which alwaysa great part, and often the whole,
of the public-good ultimately depends.

Bur it has been urged, that there is another-
and fuperiour kind of honour, which, in"oppo-
fition to the falfe kind, 1 have mentioned, 13
called true honour. This is varioufly dcfined,
Sometimes it is affertéd to be an inftinctive and
exquifite fenfibility to right and wrong, to that
which is noble or debafed ; by which the mind
is irrefiftibly, or at lealt very forcibly, led™'to
purfue that, which is right and noble;, and to
fhun that whichis wrong and debafed. Some-
times it.1s {poken of; as a gaverning revercnce,
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fclt by a man: for the ap roHdtmn ‘of "his owh
- mind,"and a difpofition ﬁ(‘:'!dlly dctermined to
deferve ir,® The opinion, contained i the firft
of thefe definitions, is fairly prefumed to ‘be

\gtlmcncal y No fatlafaﬁor cvidenée having
omhitherto offercd, of tho exiftence of fuch a

‘principle.  Accagding to the laft, hondir will
probably be tound torditier little from confci-

entioufnefs ; a principle which ‘I fhall now
procced to confider.

The natural confcicnce, then, carefully cul-
tivated by education into habit, clivened by a
fixed fenfe of accountablenefs to God; and
firengthened by the belief of future eternal re-

~ trilsution, as revmled in the {criptures of truth,
\ forms another, and it muft-be confeffed, a much
“more foltdd foundation, on which to reft the
welfare of a community. A habitof confcien-
tioufnefs is frequently lafting, and frequently
cxtenfive in its effects ; and the fteady belief of
a cereain, endlefs retrlbution beyopd thc grave,
turnifhes a guard againft tempration, and ini-
quity, which is powerful in its operations, and
which extends its influence to the clofet, as
well as-to the houfe top ; to the condu, which
no human eye feeth, as well as to that, which
is opened to the eye of the Morld

Bur real or {criptural virtue prefents us a
ftill different object of public as well as private:
confidence. The great law of righteoufnels, |
by which the Creator requires hls intell: ﬁtl:n &
creatures to regulate their dffections, is «

!.l.l..-i:"
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Y
fhalt lovc thy neighbour as thylchl” or, ad it
rcfpecks the adtions of fuch crcatufes, «“ What-
cver ye would that mer fhould-do unto you, de
ye cven 0 to them.” A cheerful obedience
of the heart to this gréat command, and to that
“ other, which is like unto it,” is. the {um: of

- xcal,or fenptuml virtue, S TR

How faif and fufficient ground of publi¢
confidence is difplayed by this principle, a few
obfervations will cafily illuftrate. ‘The gov-
erning dié’poﬁtion of a roler, 'whofe hcart is
‘conformed g this great law, muft necceflarily
lcid him to a faithtul, uniform purfuic. of the
public intereft, in preferenc®- to any private
onc, and to feek the good of 'millions ragher
than his owm.  Between f{elfifh and general ob-
jeéts, as thereis in'reality, fo there will be in
his view, no proportion ; and bctween the
pleafure of fecking the one, and the duty off
promoting the other, .he can admit of no bal- -
ancing. The principle, by which he is ren-
dered the objclt of the public confidence, is .
{upcrior to that of the avaricious, and that of
the ambitsous man, not only becaufe it poflef]-
.es- higher dignity, and amiablengfs, but alfo be-
‘caufe his intercft can never be [cparated by it
from that of the: community : to that of the
man of honour, becaufe 1t furnifhes a rniling

motive to reétitude, in fectet, as well asin open

mgafures ; and to that of the man habitually
confcientious, and poffefled of clecar conviction
A ..of accountablenefs and retribution, becaufe vir- <
$2tuous habits cannot change; and becaufe, as
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we daily difcern, in the different degrees of o-

bedience, rendered by the dreading fervant,

~and.by the atleétionate child, love is an incom-

Y

-Harably miore ¢flicacious fpring, than fear, of
cady, faithful, und uniform duty. |

- Wnper the direétion of this principle, the
magiftracy of aguler will naturally be fuch, as
to {ecure the approbation of wifdom, and to
command the applaufe of virtue.  "T'his all a-

miable difpofition, pointing, with a few varia- .
tions of human infirmity, to the pole flar of

public, happinefs,  will direct the eatenfive
mcans of ufcfulnefs, encirclcd by his oflice, to
the nobleft purpofes.  In the laws he enacts, in
the judgments he pronounces, and in the pun-

fhiments he executes, jultice, benignity and
mercy will form the great outlines of his cha<’

rader. - It will be his natural, his conftant la-
bour, fo to difiribute the burthens of the com-
munity, that they witl reft moft cafily on the
public fhoulder ; to hufband the public pro-
perty, with the exactnels of” privite ceeonomy ;
to trcat the creditors of his nation with the
fcrupulous fairnefs of mercanule punctuality ;
and to purfuc, through ali 1t5 numerous paths,
that rightcoufncets; which nourithe,, adorns,
and cxalts a nation. ~ As a magiftrate, he
would blufh to project, or to counivnance, any
meafure, which would diferace him as @ man.
If it were propofed to faiiction fraud, to pro=
mulgate falfchood; or to eflablith iniquity, by
law, it would prefent him no temptation; it

C



8 ,ELECTION SERMON.

would yicld him no fupport, to remember’
that multltudLS, befide himfelf, were fharers 1t
the guile and in the infamy:

Tie firlt duty of a'ryler, and th!:'ﬁrft cona
cern of a virtuous ruler, is the fupport of re-
lgzion;  Let not iy ‘audience from this rc-
mark imagine,” that I wifh a revival of” that
motley l?cm of domination' which in Luropé
has Io lonrr fo awkwardly, and fo unhappily -
blended civil and (piritual objects. An infi-
del could nor, with more regret, fee fpiritual
courts, laws prt.f(_nl)mg fuith, Linding the con-
iut.nu, and diftinguithing by cvil prwtlcbcs
the feveral claffes of nl:gmlm or magiftrates’
ufurping the throne of theCreator, and claim.-
ing the prerogatives ot the fuPr:.mc head of
the church.  The ruler,” who wifhes to be-
fricnd rchgton, is forced by no ncceflity to acts
of perfecution, injuftice, or party ; nor becaufe
he is defirous of avoiding {uch acts, 1s he b
any . ngcefhty reftrained from acting at all.
I'ricndfhip to religion is the firft charadteriftic
of a good man. As {uch a man muft univer-
{ally defire the good of mankind, {o he muft,
with the greateft ardency, defire this infinite
good. That clevation to office, which enlarg-
s the means of doing good, w 1ll in his view,
“inftead of leflening, mc rcafc his obllgatrons ta
“ {cck firft the kingdom.of God, its nghtcouf-
nels,”” and profpcn;y This duty he will en-
ciidcavour to perform, not in the miftaken
ways alrcady mentioned, but by fteadfaftly

oppoling immorality, by cmploylng and hons

[ ) .
A
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_ouring the juﬂ,'by’ contcmning th¢ vicious,
- by ciflarging the mdtives to righteouinels, by
rcmoving “the temptations to fin, and, in a
word, by that gengral train of virtuous mcaf-
\yures,.which, liﬁc a magical charm, unoblerv-
cdl{\fprcags its influcnce over moral things,
“and, 1n a. gloomy  wafle of vice and impicty,
calls up a new creation of beauty, virtuo, and
happincfs. -

AMong the means of advancing religion, a
perfonal example is commonly of the firft im-
portance. loven ur private life, its cftedts are
great and ftriking—In family cducation, a
good parental example inftructs more than the
wifeft precepts, and regulates beyond the beft

\ excrted government.  But in a niler, the im-
“portance of cxample is not cafily meafured.
So numerous arc the perfons, who.obferve, and
imitate his conduct, fo diftinguifhed is the
brilliancy refleted onit by ofhice, that in form-
Jng an idea of its ifluence, the moft romantic
" jmagination will cafily fall fhort’of the truth.
Strongly afteéted by the importance of thefe
facts, 1t will be the daily ftudy of a virtuous ru-
ler, to-act always 1n fuch a manner, as to allure
others to virtue, and not to vige ; to uphold re-
ligion, and not licentioufnefs ; to fupport the
righteots, and not the envmices of righreouf-
nefs. Though, during his adnuniftration, as
~at the prefent time, ““niquity {hould abound,
and the love of many fhould wax cold' the
ftrength of the up[i)ﬁtioﬁj the boldnefs of the
ridicule, and the impudcence of the contempt,
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will, inftead of relaxing, ConﬁrW'rcfollition

pnq.rcdoublé his cftorts againffthe cnemics o
rcligion, o

\

by

‘Tuus to leflen the public diftreffes, to in-
creafe the public happinefs, to difcourage vice,
to uphold religion, to fland apprbved at the
awful tribunal of his confcience,sand to gain the
approbation of him, from whofc judgmcent
there is noappeal, will be the end of his plang
and his exertions, his cxample and his magi-
ftracy.

3. Tne peculiar power which a virtuous ru-
ler poflefles, of being ufelul to a nation, may
alfo advantagcoufly illuftrate the dodtrine.

Tur pertinence of this obfervation, which is
intended principally to be applied to the ruler
of a free people, may be exhibited in the fol-
lowing manner. . An tmportant part of a ru-
ler's ability to be ufcful canfifts in his influ-
cnce. The influence of any man depends
principally on his perfonal charvacter. If his
actions be fuch, as to maniteft principle, inte-
ority, or virtue, to the general cye, he be- .
comnes, of courfe, poflefled of the general confi-
dence.  In a country where all meafures are
decided by fulfrages, a fixed bcelief of the
mover's integrity, and fteady patriotifm, as of-
ten commands thofe fuffrages in favour of the
meafures, which he propofes, and gives popu-
larity, and efficacy, to the exccution of them,
as the nature of the meafures.  Perhaps it 1§
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pot cven ) ftrong affertion, to declare, that the
confidence, repofed in the ¥irtue of the firft

. magiflrate of this country, ha} had as much in-
flucnce, 1n procuring the general voice in be-
half” of o national conftitution, and in fanc-
tioning its operations, as the nature of the con-

\ﬂltumpn, or tht mfdo}n ‘and _]Uﬂ:lLC confpicuous

in its opcrations. “ At thercfore it will fre-
-quently happen, hat very important public -
mcafures will rauch depend on this confidence,
or the want of 1t, for their adoption, or their
rcjection, and as the whole wel bung of a pa-

tion may not unfrequently be decided by this

circumftance, it’s weight cannot fail of a high
pﬂimatio‘n.

In the Iaft place, I fhall cndcavou;‘to 1]~
luﬁntc vthe doclrine by a fummary cxhibition

\ of the contraft, formcd by a wicked ruler, toa
| }mtuous onc.

IN all the important particulars, I have men-
tioned; a wicked ruler 1s the reverfe of a virtu-
vous onc. His adminiftration commencces un-
der the government of thefe two NoOXious prin-
ciples—That his own higheft intereft is diftingt
from that of the public—and that his own in-
“terelt 1s, in all things, to be preferred by him
to that of the public. ~Magiftracy is, there-
fore, in his view, but a'convenient engine for
the. accomphihmcnt of his fclfith wifhes ; 4
courfer, put into his hands, mcre]y that he may
ride, for bufinefs, or for plcnfurc From thefe
governing prmmp‘lts are derived all thole c=
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vils, 1n- pu'bli;c adminidm_tion,! which diftract

N

a community from within, or walfte it from.

and cruel cxecutions ;  burdenfome taxcs,
and fquandered revenues ; injurtous promo-

. without, - Oppreflive laws, partial judgments, -

-
tions, caufelels ¢je@ions from ofhice, neglect of

* the worthy, and employment of the worthlefs ;

caballing, ¢lectioncering, and corruption ; ge-
neral fullerings, and-general. murmurs, are in
the number of thofe evils, which, under the
magiftracy of fuch a ruler, diftrefs the internal
ftatc of a people, It will be needlels on this
occafion to turn  our eycs to the external
mifcrics of war and dcvaftation, naturally
fpringing from the fame fountain ; war Kind-
led merely to graufy pride, and devaflation

-~ and rapine extended merely to glut the rapaci-

ty of avarice, or cruclty.  Our own immediate
concern is with the'other clafs of gbjedts 5 and
from this clafs, I prefume, a fuflicient {election
has been made.

Tue particular courfe of wicked conduct
purfued by an unprincipled ruler, will indeced
be pointed out by his predominant propenfity.
As this may happen to be-avarice, ambition,
{Toth, or fenfuality, his conduct will be marked
by ‘the colouring peculiar to it ; or fhould he,
as frequently occurs, be governed by feveral, or

all of them, his magiftracy will be tinged by

the evil difpofition, at the time prevailing ; but
the tin¢ture will be always deep and poifonous,
and the variegations will be only variegations
61; foulnefs; guilt, and difhonor.
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* 11 has béen generally agreed by enlightened
men, and cven by, cnlightened infidels and

atheifls, that rcligion in a community is ¢flen-
tially neceflary to its wellbeing.  This agree-
ment may, I prefiune, be fairly. fuppofed to be
a fufficient proot of the juitnefs of the opinion.
Should higher proof be demanded, perhaps it
may be furnifhed by a momentary furvey of
the ftate of a people, wholly without religion.
Think,. for a momént only, of a country, inha-
bited by thofe, who neither feared God, nor
regarded man; by men, infenfible to moral
obligation, governed by ticrce paflion, and grols
appetite ; men of this world merely, uncon-
¢erned with truth, or duty, rewards, or punith- -
ments ; men, trangers to veracity, jufhice, de-
licacy, and decency; men, exceptions to the
¢harac¢ter-of,human nature, cven in the vileft
national condition; an aftonithment, a by-

' word, and a hiffing, to their fellow creatures
a nuifance to the univerfe, and a’fmoke in the
noftrils of their Creator. On what grounds
could the infinitely wife and juft God be fup-
polcd to continue the cxiftence ot fuch a na-
tion 2 What valuableend of bang could they
be fuppofed to antwer 2

.
wd

BuT if a nationi of profligates would be fuch
a blot in the ¢réation of God, let it be uiii-
formly remembered; that a profiigate ruler is
the firft and greateft inftrument of national
profligacy. ‘That firiking and infamous chas=
'rac‘tcr of Jeroboam, “ that he finned himmiclf;
and made Ifracl to fin;¥ belongs; as thé coip=

\ £

.
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mon- fz:nfc ofmankmd recordin mth an un<
erring, and prophcn(, hand, fteudily toftifics,
to c¢very wicked ruler. Combmmg in himfclf
~ the great {prings of adtiony prefiding over alt

the great interefts of a nation, directigg all 1t's
great operations, and dlﬂuﬁng a m.xhgnam:
moral influence over all the parts of it, he ig
at once the moving principle and the rq.,ulat-‘
ing power, of the whole machine. "Nor can
we for a moment hefitate to believe, that, thus:
movcd, and thus regulated, it muft be foon dif~
ordered, and deftroyed.

I'rost the magiftracy, and from the cx~
ample, of fuch a ruler, alike, will corruption
and ruin {pread through the memhersof a com-
munity, and poifon the ftrecams of health and
life. Awced by hys power, authority, and mca-
furcs, the friends of virtue are neceflitated to
hide their-heads from fhame, infult, and pun-
ifhment.  Called forth, from their lurking
places, into oftice, charaéhr and diftinditon,
“ the wicked walk on every fide.” Ch%r’cd "
by the fplendor of dignity, by the Y e
pomp, and by the dazzling eftecCts of in!
all feen witha falfe decciving gaudw
Jaundlccd cyes of : ambmon the ydun

as the ftapdard of LXLL“CHCC and pant il
perfcct, as he is perfelt.”” His fentiments dre
greedily imbibed, his actions anxioufly imitat- -
~¢d, and his fpuches repeated with admiratiors
and applaufe. Example always powerful, and
ina rulcr always pcculiarly powcrful, 1na vi«
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¢ious ruler has a redoubled power. - The vici~ .

* -ousdnclinations which are fo commonly the
. governing oncs, arc peculiarly delighted to fee

Y

the door to vicious indulgenge opened by the

example of efhcetd wice, and feel themielves
{trengthened to every evil purfuit, by the flat-

. tering urtion of wickednefs and dignity, Thus

is an allurement ro depravity and corpuption

prefented to youth, efpecially to the brighteft

and moft ambitious, again{t the ruinous cfleéts
of which, rcafon and rcligion ftruggle in vain,

Trusall the valuable interefts of a nation,

- the public and the private happinefs ali ke, fuf-

fcr, from the magiftracy of an impious ruler.
Law no longer looks with an equal eyc on the

feveral clafles, and the feveral concerns, of the.

nation.. Juftice weighs, and diftributes, with

-an uncven balance, and fuffers that fword

which was appointed to be the terror of cvil
doers, to ruft in the {cabbard. Religion, op-

~ pofed by his meafures, and difcountenanced by

his example, languifhes and decays. Irreligi-

on, clevated to diftinétion, and graceu'by office,
impudently lifts up her deformed face, and
looks down upon humbled wifdom and piety.
The parent trembles for the morals, the cha-

racter, the falvation of his children ; the huf-

band’s Qeart beats with perpetual alarms, for

~ the fidelity, the honour, and the happinefs of

his wife ; the wife fickes at the changed cdun=
tenance, and warping aftections;, of her huf=

band ; and the wife and good man is daily éxs

D
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cruciated” by the fight of his degencrating’
iricnds,; and his corrupting cotintry, by the de-

- . cline of picty and wifdom, by the getreat of
truth and falvation. :

Tuefeveral fenti mans advanced as illuftrac
tions of this intcrefling doctrine, fraught with
truth and evidence in themf{elves, receive 'the
hiohefl fanction from the in(pired declarations.
[n the rort Plalm, David, with the .voice of’
reuth, beautifully untolds the proper character
of a ruler, in a folemn covenant with his Mak-
¢, to ““ rule in the fear of God.”’ I will fing
ol micrcy and judgment, unto'thee, O Lord,
will [ fing, I will behave myfelf wifely in a
pertect way, 1 will walk'within my houfe with
a perfect heart, T will fet no wicked thing be-
tore minceves ; a‘troward heart, thall depart
fromme s T will not know a wicked perfon,
Vihofo priwly flandereth his neighbour, him
will Leug off'; him that hath a high look, and
a proud heart, will I not fulier.  Mine eyes
fhall dwell upon the faithful of the land, that
they may dwell with-me 5 and he that walketh

S a perfect way, he fhall ferve me,  He that
worheih deceir fhall net dwell wathin my
houte; he that telleth lies fhall not tarry 1n
my ticht, 1 will deftroy all the wicked out of
the Jand, that I may cut off all wicked doers,
{rein the city of the Lord.”  In the2d Plalm
he alfo exhibits boththe character of a virtuous
tuicr, and the bleflings of his- government,
with thac glow of feeling, that fplendor of poc-
try and infpiration; which are not often to be
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 fourd cven in his writings, and which prove,
.at once,tRe peculiar fincerity of the writer, and
the high importance -of the.fubject. In the
Gy firft nine chapters, -and occafionally threngh
tha remaining part, of the book of Proverbs,
Solomon urges the firictelt courfe of picty, and
rightcoufnels, upon his fon and fuccetlor, with
the wifdom of the wifeft of men, with the
yearnings of a father’s heart, and with the for-
vour of a man bleeding at every porce, from the
remembrance of his ownbackflidings, Inthe
U defcription of a corrupt and impious prince,
givento the lraclites by Samucl, 1. Sam. v,
11, &c.. we have oncof the many finking pic-
turcs, in the Bible, of the odious character, and
unf{pcakable mifcrics, of unrighteous dominion. -
To appeal to other paflages of cither kind will
be unneceflary.  Thefe prove, beyond difpute,
that, *‘“ as a roaring lion, and as a ranging
bear, fo 1s a wicked ruler over the poor peo-
ple ;" and that +*"the king by judgmernit’ and

rightcoulnefs ¢ cftablifheth the Tand.’’

History alfo yiclds abundant and unan-
{werable proof of the doctrine, and of the fen-
timents, by which it has been illuftrated.  In
rthe hiftory of the facred volume, a hiftory,
which] befide its unqueftionable authenticity,
poflefles the great advantage of being far bet=
ter known to every chriftian audience, thanany
other hiftory, and is theretore more happily ap=
plied to this defign, it feems to have beeit a
principal intention; throughout feveral books;

—

# Prov. Xxvits 13s t P.ov. x5ix: 4.

L
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to exhibit the beneficent influence of, Virtue,
and the mahignant influence of vice n rulers,
David, Jchofhaphat, Jotham, Hezckiah, Jofi-
“ah, and"Nchemiah, are illuftrious exfmples of
virtuous magiftracy, The juftice with which
they governed, the heroifm with which they
dcfcn&cd, the conltancy with which they lova:
cd, their. people, were glorious proofs of their.
benevolence. The encouragement which they
uniforimly gave tothe friends of religion, and
the oppofition they uniformly made to its en- .
cmics, by their public conduét and perfonal
cxample, were cqually glorious proofs of their
picty. Under their protection, their colinte- .
nance,theirauf{picious patronage,piety and righ.
tcoufnefs, as ina fruitful {oil, cheered by kind-
Iy rains, and temperate funs, {prang up, flour~
i{hed, and yicelded a plentiful and moft profita< -
blc harveft.  While the whole carth befide was
one gloomy {cene ot 1gnorance, violence, and
profligacy, the country which they ruled, en-
joyed, “in a greater degree than could be rati-
onally hoped, peace, liberty, hght, and happi-
nefs. Tinged they undoubgedly were with hu-
man irm‘pcrfe&ions' ; but they were yet very
fair cxamples of the amiablenefs, the excellen-
cy, the propitious influence, of « ruling juftly,
~and in the fear of God.” S -

I'roM our own hiftoty, which after that -of
i¢ {eriptures; 19 _better known to us than any
ther; I mughe multiply examples, of the like
.

!
O
pertineit “application.  Perhaps no country
E'ﬁ"‘“ enjoyed the government of {o many rulers,

- %
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. of diftinguifhed virtue, as this, Our rulers®
.- have.not oply been decent, and unexceptiona-
ble, but bold, ftrenuous, and cxemplary, in
their virtue, In their public and private cons
dud, they havé foughi, and (ecured, the gene- -
ral profperity, and caufed * the righteous to
flourifh, with abupdancce of peace.”

CorrrpronpenT with their cffortd havebeen
the bleflings generally enjoyed.. The liberty,
thcorder, t%ne peage, the population,thelcarning,
the piety, of ourigitate have fcarcely-known an
cxample. No fuch exhibition has probably
been given to the cye of time, of the reign of
rightcouf{nefs ; nofuch fpecimen of the weight
, otg wifdom and integrity, uncloathed with the
\_cnfigns of fplendour ; no fuch proofs of the hap-
py influence of virtuous rule, fince authority

firft creted her throne among the defcendants
of Adam. :

T'ue minds of all.my audience will, almoft
of neceflity, call upon me to produce, on fuch
a hift, the name OF the firft Magiftrate of the
United States of America. Had not the moft
evident propricty forced me to mention this
great and illuftrious pegfon, I would have a-
voided making an addition to that burden of

- praile, with which he has been fo long difirefl-
ed. Butasthcreare fome perions from whom,
on every occafion, infamy inftinétively borrows
her exampleés ; 1a to him; with equal fponta=
peity, commendation always turns her eye,
w hether fhe {fearches for proofs;, of private a=
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miablenefs,  or of public dignityand virtue,
The Application of thig example to the dqétrine
in ham{’ 8, in cvery refpect, obvious and ftrik-
ing.  All perfons muft feel, and confefs it,who

remember, that to the charm of his A’nﬂucncc,
“and to the confidence univerfally répofed in
his integrity and wifdom, the adoption of our
national conftitution, the peace, the order, and
the facility, with which it has begun tooperate,
and, of confequence, our prefent union, andall .
its interefting attendants, are, in a prime mea-
fure, to be attributed.

L 7 ‘ " .

IT may alfo, with the preiteft propricty, be
ob{crved, that both the countries, from which
~our hiftorical iljuftrations - have been drawn,
have, while thus governed, and thus influenced,
been regarded by Heaven, with peculiar- fava
our. That this might be fairly expeéted, few .
perfons . wall difpute ; and that it took place,
with regard to 1fracl, we arcaflured by God
himfclf.  Concerning our own country, we
have not indeed a prophet to teftify ¢ but if
an uniform experience may. be allowed to de-
cide, there will be lett little room for doubt,
It we remember the bleflings, which we have
reccived ; if we remember the declarations, on*
the (reneral fubject, in the word of God, if we
reiscmber, that the inhabitants, by their fuftra-
-§¢s, have ever created their rulers ; we fhall be
eaftly convinced, that the application of the
fentiment is as juft, to this country, as to Judea. -
While, therefore, the-fteady election of perfons,
diftinguithed by virtue, to the firft offices of
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government, reflccts.the highe(t plory on-the
vifdom and integrity of the inhabitarits of this
State, we have very fuflicient reafon greatly to

attribute, to'this conduct, the peculidr favour
{f; Hcaven, which we have always cnjoyed.
- From hiftory, alfo, we are furnifhed with the
ampleft proof, thag.the operations of wicked
magiftracy have cver cenftituted the firft clafs
of human evils, and flained the name of man
with the “décpeft infamy. ‘The carth hag
roaned with the infupportable burthen ; time
E:}s (huglcred torchearfe the tale; and Heaven,
as at the deluge, has been often called upon for
new feelings of repentance, that manwas made,
‘Thenames of Ahab, Manaflch, Nero, Caligula,
JHeliogabalus, Mary the 1ft,and Charles the 2d,
with innumerable others, arc a fufficient veri-
fication of thefe remarks ; but every page of
hiftory, facred and profane, muft be fearched,
if we would comprchend the height, and the |
- depth, of this vaft and humiliating fubjedt.

I nave only to obferve further, concerning
the dodtrine, that it is applicable to all rulers,
of what oflice focver, in proportion to the im«
portance of their oflices, and the extenfivenefs
" of their influence. |

AMoNG the {everal fentiments, naturally de-
duced from this difcourfe, two appcar to be”
peculiarly commended to our attention.
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1. How illuftrious % charaer is'a virtuous
., ruler. _ o

Avrr things, relating to this fubjet, unite to
" unfold, and to complete, the chara&cl’ of a vir~
tuous ruler. ‘The ftation, -to which he 1s ad-
vanced, is the firlt emidence, bencath the fun,
The views, excited by it, in the human mind,
arc {trongly pi¢tured to the eye, by thofe enfigns
of majefty, which have furrounded it, from
the beginning ;- the throne, the crown, the
{cepter, the pomp of attendance, and the other
numerous peculiars of royalty. On the car
arc thefe views impreffed by titles of dignity,
of awfulnefs, of fanctity, of divinity. The fer-
vices of the body, the treafures of the purfe,
and the homage of the heart, have conipired to
{fhew, and that, even when miftaken and im-
pious, the fublime ideas, men have inftinétive~
ly formed of the dignity of a ruler.

THE vaft means of ufefulnefs, within the li-
mits of fuperiour officds-in government, not on-
ly render them defirable objects of pofleflion
toa perfon, who wifhes to be nfeful,but exceed-
ingly enhance their importance. in the eycs of

‘mankind. The human eye beholds, with the
‘moft folemn regard, fo much happinefs cn-
trufted to the difpofal of a fingle man, fuch cx-
tenfive means of doing good attached to a fin-
gle office, and is mitinctively led to form no
diftant refemblancebetween him who fills that
office, in a manner correfpondeni® with the
divine defignation, and that glorious A gcm.r

L
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who, in an office.infinitely more clevated, i3

frood; anci doth good, and cxercifes his tender
~aecercies over all his works.””  Nor is this re-

fcablance. impioufly, or irrationally formed.

v In the language of mfpiration itfelf, we find

thewame Llokim, onc of the titles of divinity, .

“applied to tholg, whd arc appointed ta be

‘“ Minifters of God, for good, to his people.’”’
W can thercefore {carcely be furprifed, though
we may well be difpleated, that the mind of
man, darkenced, as it has generally been, with
ignorance and fuperftition, and difpofed, as it
has ever'been, to carry all s condudt into ex¢
tremes, {fhould attach to fupremacy of domin-
jon fome of the attributes of -Gopuean, and
rénder to the perfons of princes that facred

homage, which 1s duc to Jenovan alone,,

In the hands of a virtuous ruler, all thele
materials of dignity, and all thefe means of ufe-
fulnels, arc prefented to the confiderate ¢ e,
with a peculiar fplendour.  Such a ruler not
only fills the flation, which, ‘in this world, is
the ncareft approach to that infinie flation,
filled by the-Creator ; but he alfo acts the cha-
racter, which is the neareft referabland e 1o tus,
Far from being fatisfied with elcaping cenivre,
and pafling, with quiet decendy, througsh los
adminiftration ; * far from contenting himtclt

~with wifhing kindly to the public weal, he

makes it his prime objecct, iie ules his moft

ftrenuous cttorts, to promote 1t.  To accoms.

plifh extentive good, to make mankind better,
1) '
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and happicr, to givé confidence to virtue, to
trample vice under foot, to extend the king-
dom of rigrhteoufnefs, to endarge the general af-
fembly of the firft-born, to increafe the glory
of the Farner, the RepeeMer, and the Sanc-
virier, of man, is hjs conftant,” his favouritc,
his profeflional employment: T

To a ferious mind, the charadter of fuchd
ruler-appears invefted with fingular glory. In
the view of fuch a mind, he ftands the vice-
gerent -of  Jenovan, appointed to cxecute
the nobleft purpofes.  In the view of fuch
a mind, he 1s not only clevated to the firft
carthly diftinétion, centrafted with the firft |
means of ufefulnefs, and feparated: from the
reft of men by,.peculidr enfigns of dignity ; bus,
by the vaice of God, he is entitled to an unri. .
valled “homage, and fecured from oppofition,’
obloquy, and irreverence. A long train of fo-
lemn commands; refpecling the virtuous ruler a-
{ane, and poimted directly to great and general
happinefs, eblige us to love, to fear, to honor
himn, witha regard wholly fingular, and inferi-
or to that only, which 1s due to the infinite Ru-
ler.  Awful in his ftation, and amiable in his
character,he is jultly conflidered as a fellow-la-
. bourer with the Redeemer, 1n that glorious
kingdomof righteoufnefs which he came to efta-
blith. "Temporal good he fteadily promotes,
todifcharge his duty, toindulge his benevolente,
and to furnith daily mcans of accomplifhing
cternal good.  To him, the fupport, the rev-
erance, the applaufe, of wifdom and piety are
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.‘ unif@mly given | and fervent fllp})licafior1s afs
- .ccend daily from that' great family, of which he

is the common parcnt, that his life may be hap.

. Py, and that his death may be blefled.

VeNErRABLE, however, as this charaller al-

" wvays is, in this country it is peculiarly veneras

ble. It i1s here a diftin€&ion of reafon, and

- reétitude ; an elevation, holding a confeficd fu-

periority of intelligence, virtue, and amiable-

ne(s. A ‘ruler is here the favourite object of

the approbation, and the choice, of an imimnenfe
number of wifc and good men. He is fingled
out from other men, not by conqucﬂ, law, or
birth ; but by the hearts of thofe, who oley..
I'rce and unfolicited fuffrages raifc him to of-

- fice. In the original bond, thercfore, by .

which our fociety was formed, in the covenant
interwoven in the very act of clecting, our re-
{pedt, aficction, and allegiance, are pledged to
eur'rulers.  Happy in prefiding over a people
¢minently free, enlightened, virtuous, and hap-
py, they are ornamented .With diftinguifthed
glory, and affured of a moft honorary, and to
an cnlarged-mind, a moft delightful obedicnce,

2dly. The preceding obfervations ftrongly
urge the duty of ruling: virtuoufly,

To imprefs the importance of this great du-
ty is the principal-end for: which the preacher
was fummoned to this place ; the firft ufelof

this folemn inftitution. ‘This remark, theres
fore, cannot be cfteemed improper, oy unfea- -

-
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fonable. Should it be thmlght unnccc]ﬁry,

a little reflection may perhaps pc.rfu;ldt. us to
ddopt a.contrary opinion,

. K
I is a humiliating, but juft obfervation,
verified, by - daily  experience,. that humam
, mnature is much more refolute in perpetrating
that, which 1s wrong, than in’practifing that,
which is night. The friends ot virtuc arc of-
ten characteniflically. diftinguifhed by modefty,
and mecknels; w hll(. tln. votaries of vice are
as often marked by a brazed frone, andan over-
bearing infolence,  ‘This (.alamlty,. at all times
exifting, 1n times of degeneracy 1s predomi-
nant. In fuch times, vicious mmen, encouraged
by numbers, and tLle[_,,bold by mcrcahng € X
ample, Mumlly indulge their hatred to virtue,
and throw off that maik of decency, which fear
and felfifhnefs have before obliged them to
wear,  As their audacity gains ftrength, the .
confidence of moft men’s virtue ufually dimi-
nithes.  When wickednefs afcends the throne,
when her conduct is fafhion, when her voice 1s
law, and her minifters are clders and nobles in
the 1 and, thofc, « who have not bowed the knec
- 10 Baal” will be unobferved, and unfcen.

=

/ In our own country, the prefent period, tha
not a period of the mott abfolute declention, will
vet furnifh.a ruler fufhicient allurements to a*
lukewarm ‘temper @nd timid adminiftration.
A bold and fteady courf{c of virtuous meafures
will ulually produce oppofition, and obloquy ;

and, in a degree, the lofs of fuﬁragcs, and the
\
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Yofs of- rcputntlon. Cabals wlll undcrmmc
- Jcaloufy miftonlruc, rivalry mifrepreient, and
cnmity blacken, © Thu tlm_atcncd, nLunu.d
“gd weanied, human ﬁi.zll[ will"be too L:lllly
induced to feck the mld ay, inoftenfive courle

of magiftracy : a co ‘)‘ often leading to poli-
tl(‘{k“dtu[ but ofieticr conducting away from
dut nd_ught 'oufncls. |

Bur howcvcr frequently timidity and 1
diflerence may mark the public, or pmntc
condu.tof thote, who act in public ofhces, 1t
1s not becaule thcy are not furnifhed, by Frovie
dence, with motives to ftrenuous virtue, Tufli-
picmly numerous, and fufficiently important.

In addition to thofe, already fugyrefted in
this difcourfe, the remembrance ot what has
been done, to cftablith virtue and piety in this
land, and of the bleflings, which they have
pmduccd, prelents "to the mind onc of the
moft powerful, and interefling. < Superior to
danger, triumphant over perfecution, and
glowing with picty, our gencrous wnceftors,
that they might Icave to their children this
beft of all lcgacws braved cvery haczary, and
overcame every difhculty. -Heaven, ashf to
try, to refinc, and to beaytify their virtues, to

. hand down to their defcendants a glor'ou... CX~
ample of mcek and matchlefs fortitude, and to
give the world an- illuftrious patern of
chriftianity, “ enduring to the end,” ted them™
to feek a refuge in a diftant and favacre wiloer-
nefs, fummoned the tempeft to meet theim, on
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the occan, and fpread avant and difeafe before
them, on the land., Chaftened, but nbt fors
faken, caft down, but not deftroyed, they fub-
mitted, yet they endured ; they fuficred, yet
‘they overcame.  Religion was their &onftante,
their angelic gueft, a c%lccring inmatc of cvery
dwellipg, a divine Paraclete of every heard,
This heavenly ftranger, fince the apoftacy of:
man, and the clofure of paradife, had travelled
down the gloomy progrefs of time, and wan-
dered over this itﬁmlpita'blc globe, fhut out
from the greateft part of human foctety, and,
i moft regions, but the gueft of a night,
Lven in Ju&ca,‘hcr proper dwellipg place, the
was often alarmed by violencg, and otten thruft
out by corruption and idolatry ; and when the
Redeemer of men mage thac land his carthly
rcfidence, though, like him, {he went about do-
ing grood, yer, like him alfo, .the was fhunned, °
and perlecuted, and “ had not wheré to lay her
head.’”” In the company of his apoftles, in-
dced, with' the' wifdom, f{irength, and loveli-
ncfs, which fhe had derived from his precepts,
miracles, and example, {he gained a noble, but
tranficnt triumph, and faw, with ecftafy,- her
¢ {till fmall voice” vanquiils, for a feafon, the
fophiftry of philofophers, the power of em~
perors, and the furious perfecution of igno-
yance” and idolatry.. But her tran{ports were
focn to terminate.  In the midft of her
tricnds, in the temple where her facred myfe
terics were celebrated, arofe a new and moft
terrible encmy, and with  a deadly wound,”
picrced her to the heart.  After a long and
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fatal torpor, he was raifed;. howcvcr, as from
the grave, by the reforming voice of Zuingle,
Calvin, and Luther, lifted up her head with
rcturning {trength, and placed her habitation
in the weftern parts of Europc. But, as if
warned by a divine premonition of returning
licentioufnefs, with our forcfathers fhe fought
out this new world, as a laft'and permament
afylum. The Fwagc, nurfcd with blood, and
trained up to fraud; revenge, and 1dol1try,

fhrunk from her prcfcncc. Called 1IN0 " CX~

iftence, as by . a creating voice, towns and
villages, fchools and churches, role up in the
wxldcrnch, and ‘the defert was changed into

“thic garden of God. Let there be peace, fhe

faid, and there was peace. She commanded
ordcr libcrty, and happinefs, to arife, and it

- was donc. The land was no more called de-

folate; but fhe named it * Beulah, and Heph-
zibah,”” ‘“ an cnduring cxccellency, a joy of
many gencerations,”’

By her fide, and for her bleflings, our pro-
gcmtors toxlcd warched, bled, and died. In
their counfels, fhe animated and prefided ; in
their wars, {hc in{pired and overcame ; in

- their government, fhe influenced, and bchTcd

and in their families, {he ruled and trained up
for endlefs llfc

To watch to preferve, to extend, to perpe-
tuate this mlghty mafs of good, earncd by our
anceftors, and given as an an{wer to the pm)-

ers, and as a reward of the obedicnce, of piety, -
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is the firfl duty of every magifirate, minifter,
and man.  Molft unnatural children fhall we

- prove, if,with the combined force off;u glorie”
ousan cxample, and in the pofleflion of fuch
hard carnced happinefs, we negledt-any means,
or refule any clﬁbrts, to difcharge this duty. =

O~ the magiftrate this burden refts with

pcculiar, weight 3 far “ it the foundations be
defiroyed, what {hall the righteous do ?°! While,
theretore, thofe of my audicnce who hold of<
fices of government nvay, in purfuing this
incflimable objedt, aflure themiclves of thc
fupport’ and the prayers of the miniflerr. of
righteoufnefs, and of all wife and good n.2n,
et me, to clofé vyith faithfulnefs the prefent
duties of my othce, fummarily addrefs to them
the folemn motives to virtuous magiftracy,
fugpgefied by this difcourfe. |

Arg yqQu- called by the Creator of men, to
rulc in the feveral oflices of government, let
mec intreat you to think folemnly of the dignity,
the importance, the ufefulnefd of this employ- .
ment. Remember that it 1s the nobleft of all
cmployments, the firft of all the ftages of ufe-
fulnefs. Remember that itis a fingular ho-
‘nour to be fummoned, by God, to thc oftice,
and to the power, of doing more good, than

. other men. . Think affetingly, and always, -
ot the incftimable worth of that religion, which
the Son of God came from heaven to teach,
and to cftablith which he died on the crofs,
Often recall to view the illuftrious things,

o BN
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twhich your fathers. have dong, to leave the in-
. valuable inheritance to you; and.chink, thae
Your children juftly demand of you fimilar
proofs of parental tendernefs.  Fecel, that itis
. unworthy of the defcendants of fuch anceftors,
to tarnifh, .or cven to leffen; that high moral
glory; which they attained ; and that it is em-
nently crucl, to deprive your children of the
fupcrlative. bleflings, which thofe anceflors,
with fuch ftrcnuous duty, fuch uncxampled
diftrefles, fuch enduring ;c')rtitudc, purchafed
for them, as well as for you. Call up into re-
alizing vicw the glory of making a pcoplc vir-
tuous and happy, of promoting the hoenour
and kingdom of Jchovah, and of leaving a
name to the affection, the reverence, and the
imitation, of {uccceding ages. Think of the
manner, 1n which virtuous rulers, who have
departed, are loved and mentioned ;. of the
manncr, in which' you- yourfelves love and
mention them, In all the temptations, dan-
gers, and diftrefles, which furround you, you
will find fufficierit. confolation, and firm fup-
port, in the love of good men, in the applaufe
of cerftience, and in the approbation of God.
are {atisfactions, of which you cannot
fail, independent folaces with which no ftran-
get can meddle, and which worlds and ages
cannot diminith. In that folemn period, -
““ when fleth and heart thall fail,”” when fricnds ~
fhall retire, and the world recede from your
view, when the awakened guilty mind fhall
open its cyes, with.infinite difmay, upon ac-
e

—_
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cumulated crimes, furpafling' number, and con.
. ception, and thrink, with inexpreflible amaze-.
mcnt, from the approaching fentence of im-
mutable juftice, ““ th¢ rod and “the ftaff’ of
your -Redecmer, your Shepherd, the teftimdny,
of a good confticnce, the remembyrance of {o
important a ftewardfhip faithfully difcharged,, |
the confcioufnefs of having ftedfaftly doneé .
good to your fellow mien, ¢ will (upport and
comfort you,” will give.you peace in fo awful .
an hour, and firmncfs in fo ftupendous a trial.
And may He;*¢ who holds the hecarts of rulers
in his hand, and turns them as the rivers of wa-
ter are turned,” aid you to g fafodful difcharge
of the dutics of magiftracy, to a fixed reliance
on his favour, to a conftant fear of his prefence,.
to a {tedfalt love of mankind, and to a final at-
tainment of the infinite approbation,
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