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1 PET. 1. 8,

In whom, though now ye fee him not,

get Believing, ye rejoice with oy
unfpeakable aﬁa’ fuZZ of Glory.

FHER A HE Defire of Happinefs is fo ftrongly
- ST |

% T % implanted in us, it has fo deep a
. & Foundation both in Nature and

R Reafon, that one thould be apt,
under a clofe and unprejudiced Attention to it;

to imagine, that the deff and nobleff Profpe&
of it thould almoft neceffarily influence Mens
Faith and Practice; that they fhould be def-
rous of believing a Syftem which promifes an
eternal Happinefs, and equally fudious to per-
form the Conditions of attaining it. But if
we defcend from Contemplation to Falt, if,
from what we might reafonably expedf, we
turn our Thoughts to what we aGtually fe,

the Principles and Practices of Mankind give

ns a very different, a very melancholy Prof-
pect. Their Defets, however, and Mifcar-

B riages
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tiages in Pracfice, though far from defenfible,
are yet eafy enough to be accounted for. The
fame urgent Defire of . Happinefs makes them

either overlook or wilfully negleé? a more im-
portant future Intereft for the Sake of a pre-

{fent and more immediate Pleafure. There is
{fome Temptation at leaft, fome imaginary Ap-
pearance of Satistaction in thefe Cafes, and

they are far from chufing Evil as fuch, or for
its own dake.

But our Speculative Infidels {feem to have
arifen even to this unaccountable unnatural
Height' of Self-Delufion, and to triumpl
ferioufly in f{iich a deplorable Scheme, as, one
would think, muft zerr7fy all {erious confider-
ate Perfons. . Our glorious Faith is renounced,
and with an Appearance too of great Satssfac-
tion, for a Perfuafion full of real Horror and
Mortification ; and the Profeffors of Chrifti-
anity are even infulted and ridiculed, for being
willing to acknowledge their own Title to an
happy Immortality.  Yet if this be not a Truth,
it is fuch an Error as we have certainly a natu-
ral Prejudice in Favour of; and therefore were
the Advocates for unaffified Reafor guided in
Earneft even by zhat only, yet the lealt they
could impartially have done, had been to ex-

prefs with Concern, that they could not acqui-
o eice
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efce in the Evidence of {o defireable a Creed as

we Chriftians profefs.

But on the contrary, Infidelity is made Mat-
ter of Mirth and Trumph. ‘They rejoice, or
at leaft profefs to do fo, in having, as they
think, difcerned the infufficient Foundations
of that Revelation, on which the Pardon of
all our Sins, the Security of all our Hopes,
and our Title to everlafting Happinefs, depend.
But is this at the loweft, on their own Prin-
ciples, if I may call them fuch, a Matter of

Sport and Satisfaction ¢ Or when confidered by
a Chriftian, does it call for our Pity rather,” or

our Indignation, to fee Men taking Pleafure
in fuch miférable Principles; and exulting as
if they had made a Difcovery of great Confe-
quence to the Benefit and Welfare of Mankind ?

The Illuftration of our better Hopes will be

both an agreeable and a profitable Subject of Me-
ditation; for, in the Refult, the whole Strength

of Infidelity depends on the contrary Supno-
fition. Itis not by mere Speculation and Ar-
gument, that we can expet to recover thofe
to our holy Faith, who were never tempted
and feduced from it by any Strength of Argu-
ment. The Ewvidences of Relgion have been a
thoufand Times proved and demonftrated, and
do and ever will ftand unanfwered by them.

Theie
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Their Cavils at Scriprure foculz‘zes have
received d1{1m& and fatisfactory Solutions, and

have indeed been-anfwered to a {urprizing De-
gree of Clearnefs, confidering the Diftance of
Time we ftand at from their Original Promul-
gation. The only real Temptation therefore
to loofe Principles lies in this, that Men flat-
ter themfelves, that the Difbelief of Religion
will afford Eafe and Comfort, and that they

may enjoy themfelves and their Pleafures more
truly and fatistaGorily under this Refuge, than
under the Acknowledgment of the Chriftian

Faith. It cannot therefore be an unfervice-
able Work to dete& this Error alfo; to thew
that our Religion 1s as well an amiable Syftem
as a certain 'T'ruth, and that the Delighf and
Comfort even of our prefent Station may and
can only be provided for by the Influence of
the Precepts and Promifes of the Gofpel. And
we cannot take Occafion to reprefent this from
a more emphatical Expreffion, or more dii-
trefsful Exigence, than that which the Text
fets before us, Iz whom, fays St. Peter, fpeak-
ing of the Author and Finither of our Faith,
In whoin, tho now ye fee bim not, yet Beleving,

ye rejoice with oy unfpeakable and jzz/l of G/ary
It was addrefled by the Apof’de to thofe, who

gere under the trying Circumftances of Perfe-
cuiion
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eution for this very Profeflion; and yet even
here he reprefents it as the Foundation of
fuch %oy, .as could not be equalled either in
Kind or Degree by any other Perfuafion. The
Chroftian Faith, in the. ordinary Courfe of
Things, did plainly provide for their better
Security from all Dangers; and by the bene-
ficial Virtues which it prefcribed, was calcu-
lated for focial and perfonal Profperity and

Delight; and where extraordinary Vielence
and Calamities interrupted the natural good

Effets of fuch heavenly Duties, there its fu-

fure Felicities were applicable with greater
Force, would enable them to triumph under
Affli&ion, and convert their heavieft Sorrows
into a Subject of Foy and Confolation.

The whole Paffage 1s full of this grateful
Spirit of Triumph and Exultation on a View
of the Bleflings of the Evangelical Difpenfa-
tion, and that beft Support, which 1t would
afford them in the worft Circumitances. Ble/~
Jed, fays the Apottle, be the God and Father of
our Lord Fefus Ghrift, which according to fis
abundant Mercy hath begotten us agmn unto a
hvely Hope, by the Refurrection of Fefus Chrift
from the Dead, to an Inberitance incorruptible and
‘undefiled, and that fadeth not away, referved in

Heaven for you; who are kept by the Power of
God
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God through Faith unto Salvation, ready fo be
revealed n the laff Time. Wherem ye grea: tly
rejoice, though now jfor a Seafon, (if need be) ye
are i Heavinefs through mansfold Temptations;
that the Trial of your Fath being much more pre-
cious than of Gold that perifbeth, though it be
tried with Fire, might be found unto Praife, and
Horionr, and Glory, af the Appearing of Fefus
Chrift: Whom having not feen ye love, n whom,
though now ye fee hint not, yet Believing, ye rejoice
with Foy unfpeakable and full of Glory.

Indeed, the C/brﬁzmz Faith is throughout the
whole Syftem joyom and delightful. The End
it propofes to us is ravifhing and glorious, and
the Means it prefcribes are falutary and bene-
ficial. It reprefents the prefent Life as a Paf-
fage to a better, its Enjoyments as Earnelts of
more valuable Hopes, and even its Afflictions

“as Means of improving our Virtue and enhan-
cing our final Recompence. The Sum of all
its Doctrines and Precepts is either delzghtful in
itlelf, or made fo by this Article, in Refpect to
the After-Scene of our Exiftence ; and there-
fore in this View hiohly deferves our Attention,
and will encreafe our Regard to the Religion
that blefles us with it.

Whether this Article be peczz/z}zr to this
Revelation alone; whether the Heathen Phi-

Jofophers



( 7 )

lofophers or Jewifth Teachers believed a future

State of Recompence, or not; (though I am
firmly perfuaded that both did) yet with' Re-
card to the Clearnefs of the Reprefentation,
the Nature and Degree of its Glory, and more
efpecially the Title to it, on which our Hopes
are founded, in thefe Refpelts it 1s entirely
Chriftian, and our Saviour may particularly be
faid fo have brought Life and . Immortality to
Light through the Gofpel. A happy Futurity
is not only taught by his Do&trine, but founded
on his Merits, and purchafed by his Blood ;
and all our Pretenfions to'it are built on the
Propitiatory Oblation offered by him to the Di-
vine Juftice, as an Atonement for our Tranf-
areflions. '

This is the meritorious Caufe of our Salva-
tion; this the true Ground of the Chriffian
Triumph, for which alone even our forfaken
Sins are pardoned, and our beft Works ac-

cepted. Here we have a {ure Clamm, where
others have but an uncertain Hope. In this as

well as other Inftances, our Faith excels the
Efforts of unaffifted Reafon; and it is the

great Privilege and Blefling of our Religion,
that it opens to us this gracious Method and
Syftem of Mercy, and gives us, upon our beft
Endeavours, though a more bumble, yet as

fecure
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Sfecure a Title to Acceptance and Happinefs, as
‘if we had been Se/f-fufficient, and could have
- pleaded Original Righteoufnels, Our Saviour,
the Scripture tells us, once fuffered for us upon
Earth, zhe Fuft for the Unjuft, that he might
bring us to God, and to the fame Purpoie is
now interceding for us in Heaven ; and though
for that Reafon, now we fee bim not, yet Belie
wing in bim, we rejoice with oy unfpeakable
and full of Glory. Juftified by his Merits we
can look up with Comfort, and fupported by
his Promifes we can look forward with De/zght ;
and by both can regard with Indifference the
tranfitory Vanities and Troubles of this Life;
fixing our Attention on that glorious Conclufion
of them, which neither Force nor Fraud can
deprive us of ; nor can our moft exalted Ima-
ginations raife us to a due Notion of its Value
and Felicity.

And is not this then a very joyfu/ Confider-
ation ? Would not every rational Perfon wifh,
that a Profpec {0 agreeable and delightful, might
prove well-founded, and that our Hopes herein
were {ecure and certain? Where then is the

mighty Foundation for Trumph in the contrary
Opinion, the extraordinary Safisfattion pre-
tended in having detected this Error? We know

indeed the Mifery of this Opinion, becaule we
know
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know for” certain the fata] Delzy’ on that they
are under, and that irreverfible M ifery which
will one Day fadly convince them. But I
would at prefent rather confider the unbappy
State of an Infide/ upon his own Principles,
the wncomfortable Influence that the Difbelief
of anothel World has, and muft neceffarily
have, upon the Enjoyment of this. A brief
Confideration of which will at leaft evidence
the little Reafon he has to be fo mightily
pleafed himfelf with his imagined Difcovery,
or fo ftudwus to propagate it amongft others.
To this End I f{hall confider him both as a
Member of Society, and as a private Perfon ; and
in each View the Comfors and Defireablenefs of

this Article of our Religion will appear, as
the only tolerable Security from the Injuries of
others, the only fure Foundation for any per-
{onal Satisfaction. '

As for the former, the Queftion is briefly
this, whether Honefly, whether Virtue and
Confcience, are of any Service to Society; or
whether it be more eligible to dwell amongit
thofe who have no Refiraint on their Paflions,
nor any Tie whatloever to regard the Life and
Welfare of others, That any Doubt concern-
ing a future State is reducible to Atberfin, or

W h’lt S Jt}ﬁ the fame to us, to a Denral of Pro-
(\ “'Jitfﬁ e
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wvidence, 1s evident; and that upon the Difbe«
lief of that, there cannot be either any Obli-
gation to, or any {ufficient Enforcement of
Virtue, 1s equally certain.  Even Natural Re-
ligion owes all its binding Force to the Con-
{ideration of the great Author of Nature.
Reafon itfelf 1s not, properly fpeaking, the
Ground of Obligation, but only the Means and
Manner of dlfcovermg the Will of him, whofe
Will we are in Duty bound to obey. Take

away the Acknowledgment or Super intendence
of that Being to whom we owe our own, and
we have certainly an uncontroulable Liberty

over ourfelves and our Condué. I might add,
that upon this Artbeyftical Suppolition, even
the Reafon of Things would bear a quite diffe-

rent Notion from what 1t does on Religious
Principles, and a Man might argue as ftrongly
for making his own private Intereft the chief
Ruleand Principle of his Condu&, as for any
other Scheme whatever.

It will be the lefs neceffary therefore to en-
large on the Infufficiency of every other Enforce-

ment of Virtue. To omit many other material
Exceptions to each, there 1s this obvious and
important Defect in them all, that they can-

not prevent a_fecret Milchief. Where there 1s
no Obligation on the Confcience, no Appre-

henfion
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henfion of a fuperior Being, or a future Ac-
count, there it is plain, that there is no other
Motive to an honeft Praétice, than what arifes
from the Convenience or Inconvenience at-
tending it. Now Human Laws may frequently
by Force or Fraud be evaded; Resfon ‘may be
negleted, filenced, or perverted; and as for
Honour, or a Regard to Reputation, where it
is duly ftated, it cannot affet our private
A&ions; and where it 1s not, as according
to the prefent prevailing Notion of Honour, it
1s much otherwife ; there this very Principle,
which is to pafs for a {ufhicient Reftraimt on Paj-
fion, is really in itfelf more mifchievous and
deftruétive than any natural Paflion in out
Conititution.

And is not then the Infidel in a comfortable
Situation upon his own Principles, and is not
Society deeply indebted to him for his Difco-
very? Is there not great Reafon to triumph
in fuch a Scheme, as would put every one in
Iflmael’s Condition, of having bis Hand aganft
every Man, and every Man's Hana againft bim,
and would deftroy the moft effe@tual Reftraint
that Men lie under from the worft of Injuries
and Cruelties to each other? Particularly, can
it be Matter of SatisfaGion to bmm, to deftroy
the only Security for that Life beyond which

C 2 he
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he claims no Profpe®&, or atleaft no Title to
Happinefs in it, againft the Defigns of Refent-
ment, Intereft, or any other vicious Motive ?
Or rather, is not the general Welfare of the
Publick, and therein every private Man’s Hap-
pinefs concerned, that Reflgious Principles
fhould prevail, and that we fhould be influ-
enced by Confeience -in our Intercourfe with
é‘a_ch other ? One would think, this muft be
aer,nowle-ﬂgedr defireable; and even that very
Suppofition, that Religion was the Contri-
vance of crafty Pruefts and Politicians, accord-
'ihg‘ to the Language of our Times, 15 {uffi-
cient at leaft to prove this Point. To con-
fider him therefore no longer as a Member of
Socz'ety, let us view him-in his perfonal and
private Capacity, and obfcrve, on the Dilbe-
lief of the Chriftian Do&rine of another Life,
what Foundation would be left for any Relyfls
in the Enpoyments of this, or for any Remedy
againit the Affictions of it.

As Man is compounded of two Parts, a
Body and a Sou/, all the Satisfaction that he 1s
capable of, muft arife either from the Plea-
fures of Senfe or of Reafon. And asour pre-
fent Conftitution ftands, each of thefe require
in fome Degree the Gratification of each other,
to make cither truly comfortable,  Whilft our

Souls
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Souls are united to this Mafs of Fleth and
Blood, we cannot live comfortably merely
upon fhinsng Speculations, but are deeply in-
terefted in the Welfare of this inferior Part of
us; and though a thinking Man upon rational
and religious Reflections may bear refignedly
the Sufferings and Afflictions of it, yet A/fi-
tions however they muft be allowed to be at
the prefent. Much lefs can the Plafures of
Senfe only compleat the Felicity of a Creature
diftinguithed by the fuperior Principle of Rea-
fon.  Yet even this loweft View of Enjoyment
is contradicted and defeated by the very Scheme
which 1s purpofely calculated to promote i,
For what is this unbounded Liberty of Prac-
ice, oained by this Difcovery, but in Effe& a
Licence to make ourfelves m.z'/émé/e? Thofe
Vices, which are forbidden by the Chriftian
Law, are {fuch as a wife Man would thun for
his own Sake, fuch as are equally deftru&ive
of his prefent Happinefs in this World, as they
are of his Welfare in the other according to the
“Doctrine of Chriftianity.  What deblomble
Obje&s are there in the World, reduced to the
miferable Condition they are in, by the free
Ule of that wncontrouled Liberty which they
claim over themfelves and their A&ions? How
rutnous are the natural Effe&ts of Debauchery,

which
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which 1s the very End and ‘Aim.of this licen- |
tious Scheme? And would not every wife
Man then, even on the Motive of Intereft

alone, be defirous of being tied by the friceft

Obligations from Practices which are {o fa-
tally pernicious and deftructive ! Is it defireable,
that we fhould lie under no Reftraint from
thofe {trong and alluring Temptations, which,
if followed, would unavoidably lead to Rusmn
and Mifery 2

Yet thefe Mifchiefs confequent upon thefe
pernicious Principles are {till inconfiderable
i.n refpet of thofe, which are derived upon
the fuperior Part of our Compofition. The
Pains and Miferies which licentious Scepti-
cifm brings upon the Body, are {mall in Com-
parifon of thofe more pungent Evils, which
it neceffarily creates to the Mmd. For there
s anatural Defire of Immortality in us, which
all the Arts of Oblivion cannot blot out. And
the very Importance of the Subje, though it
was not natural, would awaken every think-
mg Man’s RefleCtions.  Whether we are to
continue for ever in a future State, or muflt
lay down our Beings with our Lives, 1s an En-
quiry of {fo much Confequence, that Indifc-
rence concerning 1t is unnatural and aftonith-

0.

And
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And here the Infid:/ embraces the dark Side
of the Queftion, and protefledly fets himfelf -
on a Level with #be Beafis that persfh. The
Profpect of Hereaffer he {recly difclaims, and

concludes that his Diflolution will prove the
Extin&ion of his Being.  And is not even this

a very ferrifying RefleCtion, {ufficient to render
infipid and comfortle{s the beft, the moft for-
tunate Situation in this Life? Would not the
Plofpeé‘t of our own Annihilation annihilate
even all our prefent SatisfaGions? For what
Relifh could there be in the beft Worldly En-

joyments to oné who knew not, but that the

next Moment might put an Exd to his Delights
and to himfelf 7 Would it not then be 2 melan-

choly Confideration, that we thould have Req-
Jen Juit to make us capable of fuperior Mifery,
and to diftinguifh us from the Brute Part of
the Creation by more afflictive Sufferings?

Yet this 1s really the Cafe, if there be no
future State of Retribution. For the Beafs
are troubled with the Pains of Senfé only, and
confequently with thofe only, which are pre-
fent. Having not the Power of Refle&ion
on diftant Events they difturb not themfelves
with paft Sufferings, nor anticipate future ones
by uneafy Prefages. But Man, to make him
more compleatly wretched, is endued with the

Power
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Power of Thought to aggravate the Suffenngs

which now opprefs him, to renew the Smart
of thofe which are paft, by Memory and Re-
fle&tion, and to foreftall thofe which are to
come, or which in Poffibility only may hap-
pen hereafter. Itis true, the firft Mention of
the Chriftian Doctrine clears up every Difficulty
of this Kind, and under the Profpect which
that affords us, we can even rejice with Foy
unfpeakable and full of Glory —But according to
the Infidel’s boafted Scheme, this is the uni~
verfal State of Mankind, to begin by Chance,
to live in Mifery, and to end in nothing. A
moft comfortable Opinion truly of our Creation,

and 2 moft encouraging Motive to give in to
fuch an inviting Scheme!

Or {erioufly, can there be a greater Prin-
ciple of Horror and Uneafinefs, more thoc-
king to Nature and diquieting to Reafon,
than to believe, that our earneft Defire of

Immortality will be defeated, and that we
thall be hereafter, as though we had never
been ? Why as melancholy a Confideration as
this is, there is ftll 2 more aggravative Cir-
cumftance of Affliction in this pretended
Scheme of Satisfaction. For however it may

in common Difcourfe be termed Infidelity, it
can never amount to more than Scepfz'cz' R

The
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The Prejudices of Education, as- himfelf will
argue, or as we with better Foundation, the
Prefages of Nature, will not f{uffer him to go
farther than Doxdr on this important Quef~
tion. He does not, he cannot, with all his
other Abfurdities and Contradictions, pretend
to demonftrate on any Principle the Impofi-
bility of this s and there are fuch weighty Evi-
dences both from Reafon and Revelation for
it, as muft {tagger the moft hardned and ob-
{tinate Infidel, |

But now in this Situation he is ftill more
miferable, Annibilation is his beft Hope, fince
either Nothing or Mifery muft be his Portion
hereafter. Or could the Preference of thefe
be poffibly difputed, as fome indeed have pre-
tended to call it in Queftion, yet tptal Deftruc-
tion, or irreverfible Damnation, are at the beft
a very terrifying Dilemma. Uncertainty on
the moft important Event in the World, with
the Expetation of fo dreadful an Iflue on
every Side, muft furely break through every
inferior Thaought, extinguith every pleafurable
Enjoyment, and render Life it{elf a continual
and intolerable Burden. Accordingly we fre-
quently fee thefe unhappy Men difcharge them-
felves with their own Hands out of the usfe-
raple State which thelr Sceptu:lﬁrn has brought

D them
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them into, and caft themitlves into the Ter-
rors of the other World, to avoid the Agonies
of Doubt and Diftruft 1n this. And indeed,
it feems a2 much greater Wonder, that Swicide
is not always, than that it is {o often the Con-
fequence of Infidelity. For thete is not any
Thing truly and for its own Sake valuable in
this Life, but the religious Expectation of ano-
ther ; not even in our éeff Situation, when
our Hopes are the leaft croflfed and our Fears
the leaft fulflled; much lefs in the jregzze?zf
Afftictions of Life, ao‘ami’c which there is no
Remedy on this deplo1able Scheme. *
For an Infidel in Calamity is the moft mife-
rable Creature that Imagination can paint.
There is no poffible Ground of Confolation
in his Cafe, but he 1s on every Side left deflizute,
(gj’i’zﬁea’, formented. Wh'ene*vér Misfbrfun'e
befalls him, which will be no uncommon Cafe,
whilft he continues amidft the Changes and
Chances of this mortal Life, then will his
Thoug’hts be neceffarily rouzed towards what
- will riot bear Refle&tion. When the Woild
proves troublefome and afliGive, when Friends
become deceitful, to what Refuge fhall he fly,
or with what comfortable Thought -fhall he
fuppdrthimfelf who has no fuperior Friend to
make his Appeal to, nor any comfortable
Profpelt
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Profpe& of abetter Situation hereafter? Nay
{o uneafyand felf-contradictory a Thingis Scep-
ticifin, that thofe who in one rafh Moment, in
an Agony of Defpair, have attempted to de-
{troy themfelves, have at all other Times been
the moft afraid of Death of all Mankind, and
as the Apoftle exprefies it, 2brough Fear thereof
bave contimued all thewr Life-time fulject to
Bondage.

Having thus imperfectly -illuftrated, by a
View of the oppofite Scheme, the Comfort
and Defireablenefs of thofe Truths which the
Infidel takes fuch pretended Pleafure in expo-
fing, I fhall now improve what has been faid

on this Subje¢t into fome ufeful Inferences and
Oblervations.

In the firft Place then, this very Defireable-
nefs of our Religion is an high prefumptive
Proof of the Truth of it.  For is the Acknow-
ledgment of an After-State neceflary to keep
Soczety in tolerable Order, and can we believe
that God has fent Man into the World a foci-
able Creature, without thofe Reftraints and
Motives which are neceflary for a Creature in
that Condition ? If the Apprehenfion of a fu-
ture Life be requifite to preferve the Peace
and Welfare of this, certainly we cannot ima-

gine, that an all-wife Being has {0 ill provided
" D 2 | for
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for the Work of his own Hahds, as to ledve
them ‘without the neceflary Means of their
Well-being. — Thus again with regard to a
Man’s private and perfonal Satisfuction. As the
Acknowledgment of a better Life hereafter
can alone give Relifh to any of the Enjoyments

of this, or adminifter Comfort under the Af-
flictions of “it, mdy we not fecurely snfer, that
there 75 fuch a State provided for us ; that Moz
wa$§ not fent into the World merely to inherit
Vanity and Mifery, without any Rule for his
Cendudt, or any better Profpect for his Encou-
ragetent; that the Defire of Iinmortality was
ot implanted in him' merely to torment him;
nor the Gift of Reafosd; as wds before argued;
beftowed on him only to perplex and difquiet
fimm, and to aggravate the imoire f{everely his
unavoidable AfliGions? For are thefe Terms
of Exifterice worthy the End of our Creation?

Or could an ali-wife Being make us for {fuch a
State only, a5 no wife Man, could it before
be offered him; would without farther Expec-
tatiofis, aécept of?

We may therefore, Secondly, from the De=
Jireablenefs of this great Afticle of out Reli-
oion, infer the Folly of Infidels, both in that
unnatural Foy which they pretend to them-
{elves, in that terrifying Scheime which they

| have
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hdve formed; and in their unaccountable Dili-
~pence and Induftry to promote fuch dreadful
Principles amongft others. For is there now

any Foundation for 7oy and Satssfaction in ha-
ving cut off the Hopes of Immortality, and

confequently in that contemptible Account and
Notion, which the Infidel gives you of him-
{elf? For fuch an one upon his own Principles
- is a moft defpicable Animal.  According to his
own Account of himfelf, his prefent Exift-

ence he owes entirely to Chance, and expedts
o more than to have it extinguithed with the
Lofs of his Breath. An Ex»d indeed, -very
{fuitable to fuch an Origmal! How he came
hither, ke cannot certainly tell, but this he
feems moft fecure of, that he 1s to gono far-
ther, though one would imagine, that this
thould be at leaft as doubtful as the other.
For it thay be obferved after all, that even the
utmoft Extent of the Athe:fs own Scheme
would not conclude ablolutely againft a_furure
State. Another World may altogether as well
be made by Chance as this, and we may happer
once more to tome into Being; by the fame
lucky Concourfe of Atoms that fent us hither
at firff. 'Thus, however, 1n his own Efteem,
he is the Child of Fortune, and the Servant of

Fate,
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Fate, inconfiderable in Life, and nothing in
Death.

But now is not this a very ferrifying Account
of human Nature? Is 1t not fuchan one, asmuit
rather fhock than delght a Creature endued
with the Power of Refiection? Is i1t a Matter
of Pleafure and Triumph, that this Scene of
Vanities is to bound our Profpect, and that we
are to look for nothing better hereafter? Is
this degrading Scheme a {erious Ground of
Confolation, and can it be a joyfu/ Reflection,
that Man fhould be {o ‘inconfiderable a Crea-
ture ! Why as if it were really thus, we fee
them continually exu/fing upon having thus
argued themfelves out of Being; and valuing
themfelves highly upon having feen farther
than others into their own Infignificancy : But
the Pleafure of having made {o mortifying 2
Difcovery 1s what no wile Man will envy
them.

But if the Infidel be fe/f~condemned in that
boafted Satusfaction which he pretends to take
in his own Scheme, are not his induftrious
{indeavours to propagate it amongit others

{hll more 1rrational and unaccountable? For
upon what Motive is this undertaken: The

great Truths of Chriftianity, or thele vulgar
Errors, as he efteems them, are, however, be-
neficial
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neficial to Society, and highly contiibutive to
the Peace and Satisfactioii of every individual
Perfon. Our holy Religion, to place it at the
lowelt, without Regafd fo its infallible Ev:-
dence - and  Truth; is;- however, a defireable
Scheme, neceffary to give us any firm Securlty
from others; or any real Comifort in ourfelves.
To what End then are thefe ftudious Pains to
banifh out of Mens Minds a Senfe of Religion;
and confequently to undermirie the Founda+
tions of all publick Juftice and all Perfonal Sa-
tisfaCtion? On what imaginable Motive can

this Condu& be juftified, ot even accounted for 2
Or what could pofﬁbly be the Conquuence of

the End they aim at, but univerfil Mifery,
Ruin and Confufion ? *

Very different and commendable are the
Chr y’zzms Motives in propag’ttnw his Faith,
even waving the. abfolute and infallible Cer-
tainty of it. When we offér to conveit an
Unbeliever, we offer to thew him an eafy Path
to endlefs Happinefs, by {uch Principles as
{hall contribute as much to his prefent Peace as
futuie F eliciity ; fuch as thall fupply him with
‘Confolation in all the Diftrefles of Life, and
enable him to overcome the Fear of Death.
We offer to convince him of his own Inte-
fef’r to teach him what we Dbelieve will be

infinitely
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infinitely profifable for him; to remove him
from tormenting Doubts to fatisfactory Hopes,
from dangerous Errors to faving Knowledge,
And this muft be confefled to bea very chari-
table Attempt, if it was not founded on fuch
unqueftionable Evidence as it 15, DBut now
the Infidel can have no fuch Motive to propa-
gate the ynhappy Principles he has fallen inta.
He cannot infinuate any Daznger in the Belief
of Chriftianity; He cannat deny but that it 1s
at lealt a defireable Scheme, When he weakly
attempts ta object to it, he attempts not only
contrary to Duty and Reafon, but alfo con-
trary even to our private Satisfaction, to re-
move us from a comfortable fixed Faith to a
dreadful State of Doubt and Diftruft. He
would perfuade us out of our joyful Expeéia-
tiom of eterpal Blifs ; and in return for this he
does not pretend fo offer any fettled Form or
Belief, grounded on clearer Proofs, or efta-
blithed on better Promifes, He would leave
us in fuch Principles as would make us Ene-
mies to one another, would deftroy the Peace
and Comfort of our’ Minds, would make us
live with Unegfinefs in this World, and fend.
us out of it in a deplorable Ufzcerz‘az}z;y,

But though the Security of others calls o
us to expofe duly the Mifchief of thefe Princi-

ples,
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ples, let us however be careful to diftinguith,
as we ought, betwixt their Errors and their
Perfons; and whilft we are magnifying the
one, in order to excite 1n ourfelves a juft Ab-
horrence of them, let us charitably and ear-
neftly recommend the other to the tender Mer-
cies of a long-fuffering God; whofe Grace
alone can defeat thofe induftrious Endeavours
whereby they feem to be fortifying themfelves
againit a Poflibility of Conviction ; and let us
remain affured, that they are really the greateft
Olyects of Compaffion that can prefent them-

{elves to us.
The Defireablenefs of Religion however tea-
ches us, Thirdly, to resce in the Light of our

holy Faith, and to be immoveably conftant to
it. Foras it was briefly obferved at the En-

trance of this Dilcourfe, the Infidel’s chief

Strength ftands in the Pleafure and Satisfaétion,
which his Profpect vainly promifes him. It

cannot ftand before Reafon and Argument, and

it never could prevail, were it not for that falfe

Appearance of Comfort and Indulgence which
it carries with it.  Confider it then in this juft
Lioht, andif ever youareaflaulted witht T'emp-
tations of this Kind, bear this honeft Preju-

dice in your Minds againft it, that you are go-
ing to be betrayed into the moft deplorable
K and
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and comfortlefs Situation, and to be cutoff from:
every Hope and Confolation, that can adminifter
any rational Delight.  View 1t- not barely n
the fancied Pleafure of that Indulgence of your
Luits and Paffions which 1t will allow you 1n,
but take Time to confider this Scheme in all
its Parts, and you will {ee it made up of Per-
plexity, Mifery and Terror. Even the very
Temptation to it ought to be a fufficient Anrz~
dotec againtt it, for it were Mifery enough to be
lct loofe to our own Paffions and the fatal
Confequences of them ; yet that is indeed the
beft Side of this melancholy Profpeét, the leaft
of all the many Mifertes attending it. Under
this View, and an impartial one it is, there
will be no Temptation to Apoftacy, no Kind
of Motive to defert the comfortable Profeflion
we have been baptized into. Under this jufti-
fiable Prepofiefiion in 1ts Favour, let the Evi-
dences of Religion be fairly examined, and
fully judged of, and they will ever upon the
Telt fhine the brighter, and appear the
more {atisfactory. 'This likewife we are prin-
cipally to remember, that Diffculties are no
Arguments againft Demonflrations, and that
we are perplexed with infinitely fewer of thefe
under the Chriftian Religion, than under the

Infidel’s Scheme, which is wholly made up of
Doubts, Difficulties and Uncertainties.

O cone
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O come then, let us fing unto the Lord, let us
beartily rejoice in the Strength of our Salvation.
Let us refle& with Saszfacton on the comfort-
able Influence of the Chriftian Dorine,
which has in every Article advanced our mu-

tual and perfonal Happinefs ; which with Re-
gard to ome another, has bound the Duties off
Juftice and Honefty on our Coniciences, not
on any weak and precarious Motive, but by

that {trict Account we fhall hereafter give, and
that {uitable Recompence we fhall receive:
Which with Refpect to our own Comfort has,
by the Revelation of a future State, diffipated
thofe momentous Doubts and Difficulties, that
before darkned and difordered the human
Mind, and by the Welfare of that important
Condition, has tied us to the Praéice of thofe
Virtues that are-naturally contributive to our
prefent Peace and Satisfaction: Which by that
glorious Profpec that it has given us beyond
the Grave, has made us the more to value our
prefent Situation, and yet the lefs unwilling to
leave it; to relith the little‘Enjoyments of it
without uneafy Refle@ion, and to bear the
many Calamities thereof with joyful and
weighty Confolation.---In a Word, to be more
cheerful in Profperity, and lefs dejected 1n

| DI Adverﬁt}f,
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Adverfity, and to be better pleafed and fatis-
fied both with our Continuance in Life, and
our Deliverance out of it., - |

- It may be feafonable and pertinent toobferve,
Fourthly, the Excellence and Benefits of zhar
Miniftry, by which thefe joyful, profitable, fa-
-ving Truths are communicated and confirmed
to the World ; to vindicate our holy Funion,
and to fhew, that with Regard to the Intereft
as well as Duty of Mankind, we are not that
prejudicial, are not that ufelefs Set of Men re-
prefenfed, whilft we neither pervert the De-
fign, nor exceed the Bounds of our Office,

Thus St. Paul applies a fuitable Quotation
from the Evangelical Prophet, Rom. x. 14, 15.
Speaking of the joyful Truths of the Gofpel,
he goes on, How [ball they belreve tn biin of whom
they have not heard, and how [hall they hear
without ¢ Preacher, and bow [bhall they preach
except they be fent & As it 15 written, how beau-
tiful are the Feet of them that preach the Gofpel
of Peace, and bring glad Tidings of good Things ?
To the {fame Purpofe the fame Apofile elfe-
where fignificantly exprefles the Nature of

this Office, 2 Cor. 1. 24. We have not Domi-
nion over your Faith, but are Helpers of your Foy.
The Do&rine, which we are commiffioned to

preach, is fuch as alone can give Value to Ex-

itence,
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iftence, fuch as alone can regulate our Paffage
through this World, or afford it a joyful Con-
clufion. It is jointly profitable in our civil

and our religious Capacity, would compofe the
lefler Differences, and prevent all greater; and

if faithfully applied and univerfally pra&ifed,
would make this Earth as well an Emblem of

Heaven, asa proper Preparative for it.

And if there be then any Trurh in the joyful
Profpet we have been taking, if any Evidence
for thofe beneficial Precepts and glorious Pro-
mifes, which Chriftianity fets before us; if the
Welfare of Mankind be deeply interefted in |
the Belief and Pratice of the Gofpel, the very '
firft RefleGtion on their Nature and Situation
may convince us, that this Defign could not
have been carried on and continued without
fuch Appointment of a regular ftanding Mini-

firy; to inftruét the Ignorant, confirm the
Wavering, confute the Gainfayers, admonifh

the Negligent, and remind every one of the
Certainty and Importance of their Salvation.
By the due Difcharge of our Office we add at

once to the Reformation and the 74 elfare of
Mankind, and are inftrumental to that great

End of the Gofpel itfelf, their Improvement

in Holnefs and Happinefs.  We alleviate the
Care of the civil Magiftrate, and often prevent,

WwC
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we hope, the moft difagreeable Part of his
Office, the Infliction of Punithment, by pre-
venting the Offences to which it is juftly due.
He can only have Influence on the owtward
Actions, and that only by the Fear of Venge-
ance, whillt we apply immediately to the
Heart with the joint-Motives of Rewards and
Penalties, and can win them to Duty by the
engaging Profpect of Yoy unfpeckable. and full
of Glory.

And whilit we are thus employed we are
domfr the beft Ser vice to the World, and have
d juﬁ Title, according to St. Paul’s Direttion,
to be eficemed 1n Love for our Works Sake. 1f
we may not plead the Authority of our Office,
yet {urely the Influence and Effe& of 1t fhould
recommend us to all the Lovers of Virtue and
Friends to civil Government. And where
thofe Interefts are rightly underftood, and
really efpoufed, we fhall not fail of Encou-
ragement, whatever private Slander or public
Infults we may be liable to from the different
Extremes of Hypocrify and Prophmenefs It
is our great Concern, that we difplay the good
Effedts of our Office, by a fincere and zealous
Difcharge of it; that we grve no Offence in any

Thing, that the Miniftry be not blamed ; much
more, that we do not by fmy real le&ppllC&~

f1on
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tion of our Function bring Scandal and Hatred

on it; that we preach not ourfelves but Chrif?

Fefus the Lord, and make not the Gofpel of
Peace the Inftrument of Confufion: Ina Word,

that no Views of Intereft, Popularity, or Ap-
plaufe, prevail with us to ftifle feafonable
Truths, nor to meddle with Points foreign to
our Profeffion ; the true Intent of which, was

to inculcate moral Praftices upon relz:giom Prin-

ciples ; to point out to Men the Path to their
truc Happinefs, and to exhort them eameﬂzly'
to continue in 1it; to deliver them by the Rules
of Piety and Virtue from the fevereft Part of
Afthition, " and to {upport them in fuch as un-
avoidably happens, by the delightful Profpe&t
of a joyful Futurity, where Pain and Trouble
and Sorrow fhall be no more. '
Fifthly and Laftly, the Déﬁréaﬁc’ﬂqﬁ of this
fundamental Dotrine of Chriftianity 1s an ear-
neft Motive to an holy and virtuous Life. For
as nothing but the Chiiflran Faith in this Arti-
cle can make our Abode here truly comforta-
ble, {o neither will our Faith avail to this

IEnd, without a fuitable and Chriflian Conver-

faton.  The future Happinefs revealed in the
Gofpel is every where taught to be conditwonal,
and though our meritorwous Title to 1t, is foun-

ded on the Firtue of another, yet our ownis allo
neceflary
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neceffary for the Application of it to our Be«
nefit. Butis not then the general Indiference
of Chriftians: as to their Condué?, as terrifying
and felf-inconfiftent, as the Infidel’s boafted

Satisfaction in his mean Opinion of himfelf?
Nay is it not rather more contraditory ! For
the former acts as he profefles, and lives like
that contemptible Creature he takes himfelf to
be. Having difclaimed all Pretenfions to ano-

ther World, he confines his Views and
Thoughts as much as he can to this; and fo

far at leaft he 1s intelligible 1n his Condu&.

But the zmmoral Chriftian alts as bedoes, though
he thinks otherwife, and whilft he profefles to

abominate his Principles, lives juft as he would
do, if he acknowledged them. The Diftinc-
tion lies not in any Difference 1n their oztward
Behaviour, but in the Motve only on which
they a@, (to the Advantage of which Side I
will not determine) the one being actually
{elf~-condemned, whilft the other pretends to

juftify his Condué@ upon Principle. But fatal
will be the Effect of Immorality, whatever be
the Canfe, whether it be committed againft
the Dictates of a well-guided Conicience, or
by the Licence of a mifperfuaded one. To
what End then, or of what Avail is all our
Heat and Zeal in Speculation, if we continue

‘ irreligious
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irreligious in Practice? Should we confend never
Jo earngftly for this comfortable Faith, and de-
fend it never {o juftly and learnedly, yet fhall
we ruin all our Hopes by a vicious Life, and
fink ourfelves the deeper in the Pit of Deftruc-
tion, by tranfgrefling againft fo much Light
and Knowledge, Orthodoxy of Beljef will
not atone for, but aggravate the Guilt of a fin-
ful Condu&; for though vain are all the Pre-
tences of M01al1ty without Religion, yet nei-
ther will the Profeffion of Chr1ﬂ:13111ty avail
unto Salvation, unlefs 1t fhine forth in our
Lives and Converfations by the exemplary
Prad&ice of Virtue and Morality. The Defign
of this heavenly Dottrine was to afford us the
ftrongeft Motives to make us better Men, and

to bring us to Happine/s by no other Means
than that of Holinefs,
Remember then, that That comfortably

Profpect opened to us in this Revelation, re-
quires ftill pur own Care to make it truly a
Matter of Foy and Satisfaction to us; and let
us, my Brethren, whofe particular Office it
is to declare thefe Things to others, be parti-
cularly carefu] to apply them to ourfelves.
The Dificulties, which we lie under in the
Difcharge of our Miniftry, need not now be
infited on. They are plainly feen, and fe-

I verely
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vere]y felt, and were neves pel'héps oreater in
every Refpe(t, fince the civil Eftablithment

of our Rehglon But as we have been hitherto
viewing it in the amiable Light of its Enforce-

ments and FEncouragéments, let us continue
this Application for our own perfonal Piety
and Virtue, from the happy Affiftances which
our Profeffion particularly affords us.

- Now whatever outward Difadvantages it 1s
attended with, yet certainly our Office 1s in 1t-
{elf moft acceprable and delightful; for that

which 1s the Ornament of human Nature 1s
the peculiar Bufinefs of our Profeflion, name-

ly, to ftudy the Ways of God, and to be inftru-
mental to the Salvation of Men. The joyfel
Object of the Chriftian Hope is the dasly Sub-
7eét of our Meditation; and whil{k we are pre-
paring for the Inftrution of our People, we
are thereby continually prefenting an agreeable
and ufeful Remembrance to curfelves.—The
great Caufes of the Ruin of Mankind are Jgro-
rance and Inattenton : A want of a proper Con-
viction of the Truth and Importance of Reli-
gion, or an entire Difregard to Things of this
Nature, through the Hurry of Bufinefs or
Pleature. But we are happily delivered by
the Nature of our Profeflion from thefe Occa-
fions of T'ranfgreffion. It s our proper Em-

ployment
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ployment to be always looking into and ex-
Plaining the Grounds both of natural and
“revealed Religion, which will ever fhine to the
greateft Acvantage upon the ftricteft and moft
impartial Examination. And the deeper Con-
vidton we are under of the Certainty of that
olorious Profpe&t which we fet before Man--
kind, the weaker of Courfe will all Temptations
appear, which by vain and inconfiderable Al-
lurements would interrupt us in the Purfuit of
{fo defireable and fo neceffary an End. Did
Men in earneft believe what they profefs, and
ferioufly attend to what they believe, they
could not certainly under the actual Reflection
contentedly give up the Hope of future Hap-
pinefs, to gain a prefent Pleafure or relieve a
prefent Diftrefs. It is Neglec? and Inconfide-
ration only, which ruins all true Believers ; but
this Occafion of Iniquity likewife we are deli-
vered from. Every Day is a Sabbath or Day
of Reft to us. We are peculiarly {et apart for
this Purpofe, and have dedicated our whole
Tine to the Service of God, and thereby in-
deed to the true Service of ourfelves and our

Fellow-Creatures. Every Argument we offer
to convince them of the Truth, or to prefs

them to the Pra&ice of Religion, muit awaken

our own Hearts, and warm us with a true
[ ) Senis
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Senfe of Duty, and our Thouglits muft ofter
be revolving, the moft important and moft af-
fe&ting Subje&s 1n every Compofition intended
for theu Scwme — And as every Inftance of
.pl’“ty and Duty confirms the general Habit,
and leads to higher Improvements, our necef-
{ary Attendance on the publick Offices of Re-
ligion, and above all; that which 1s now al-
‘moft generally negletted in other Families,
but ftill, Thope, keptup in all ours, that of
united conftant darly Devotion 3 thele are {trong
Aftiftances in the Support of our Virtue, and
real Helps towards the great End of our Being
as well as of our Pmleinon.

Farther the Reftraints, which the Canons of
the Church have wifelv provided, with Refpe
to Hatut and other Particulars, and even thole
which prucent Cuflos has Taid on us in Abfti-
nence froim publick Diverfions, are Preferva-
tives from Temptation ; and nothing ought to
be confidered as little, which has areal Ten-

dency to that End. Lven the Difadvantages

we lie under, arein this Refpect of U/c; and -
the more

.}

Crofics we have to wean us from the
Love of this World, the ftronger Motives
have we to fer our /" fFections on T/ mgs above,
and to place all our Hopes where they cannot

be difappointed, if we are but fuith{ul to our-

{elves.
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{elves. Thofe Difadvantages are ‘to a pious
Mind more than compenfated by thefe Means
and Opportunities of {piritual Improvement;
and when we look to the Profpect of foy un-
Speakable and full of Glory, we cannot be fen-
fible enough of the Blefling of a Calling, which
immediately forwards us in the Attainment of
it, and deliver us from the ufual Impediments
toit. For as much and as juitly 15 We com-
plain of the Corruption of the World, we are
not Witneffes to the aor/? Part of it. Our
Prefence is a Check to their Excefles, and our
Profeffion excufcs us from partaking in Purfuits
of a dangerous or but of a fufpicrous Afpedt.
If we would preferve the Efteem of the worft,
as well as of the better Part of Mankind, it
muft be by an wmiform Deportiment {uitable to
the End which we profefs to have in View ;
and none would be more réady to cenfure and
ridicule undue Compliances in a Clergyman,
than thofe who would be moft forward to
tempt him toit. 'The Reputation of our Of-
fice preferves us from many Occafions of Of-

fence, andisiticlt preferved only by an entire
Abftinence from a//; and the Regard of the

- World, as well as the Applaufe of our own
Confcience; and the Favour of the great Sear-
cher of it, will all be conciliated only by an

exemplary
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¢exemplary Life, and a Condu&t anfwerable to
the high Do&rine that we pxeach

Thefe,. my Brethren, are fome of the Felici-
ties of our Station and Employment, which,
befides the Sacrednefs of our Office, -the {o-
lemn Profeffions which we made at our Ordi-
nation, and the Influence of our Example on
the reft of Mankind, tie us to higher Degrees
of Holinefs ourfelves, and more zealous Con-
cern to plomote the fame Spirit in ot ners, If
we are i Earneft in the Difcharge of our Duty,
we thall {till meet with fome Succefs and Satis-
fadion in the Purfuit of it, and many Oppor-
tunities of domo' Good will then prefent them-
{elves, which pafs unobferved to a lefs zealous

Mind. Though the Confradittion of Smmners

may fometimes make us uneafy, though 1f
cannot but grieve us to {ee {fome ferioufly difpu-
ting againft their own Intereft, others lightly
{acrificing their future hopes to the Pleafantry
of a Feft, and a far greater Number d7fregar-
ding in their Conduét the only Thought worth
living for, yet the Conftioufnefs of a {incere
Endeavour to ftop thefe evil Principles and
Pra&ices, wil be fome Confolation at piefent
and the Reward of {fuch Endeavour will make
us eternally happy hereafter. Then thofe,
whom we have won over to a true Senfe of

theiy
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their beft Intereft, thofe whom we have
brought back to a right Faith by Reafon and
Argument, to a regular Practice by Admoni-
tion and Per{uafion, and to both by the Force
of a good Example, fhall be our happy Wit-

nefles at the great Day, and in their own Title
to a glorious Sentence, will evidence and en-

hance theirs, who were the bleflfed Inftruments
of their Recovery and Reformation. For as

the Apoﬁle exprefles it, 1 The/f. 11, 19. What
75 our Hope and “foy, and Crown of Rejoicing 2
Are not even thofe i the Prefence of our Loid
Fefis C brift at bis coiming, who have been con-
verted by our Labours to the Belief or the
Practice of his Religion ! fMay this Reflection
not only have its Weight with us in thefe occo-
Jional Meditations, but be the fettled fixed Prin-
ciple of our whole Conduc; that {o when we

come hereafter to groe an Account of our Stew-
ardfbip, we may do it with oy and not with
Grief, with Foy that we have faithfully dif-
charged this important Office ourfelves, and
with oy that we have thereby fuccefsfully
‘contributed to the Salvation of others.

F I N1TS,



