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An EvEcTiON-SERMON.

1 CHRON. XII 32.

And of the children of Iffachar, which were
men that bad underflanding of the times,
to know what Ifrael ought to do, the heads
“of them were two bundred ; and all their
br ethren were at thewr co»z:mrzdmerzt.

-?fﬁ“’ﬁf'ﬁ #CCORDING to the orlglnal

!

?\?ﬁﬁﬂ gkg & conflitution of the Hebrew
Paa A Vg pohty, each tribc was urder
_kw I it's own proper and duiné:
| government ; and order'd it's
affairs by it's own princes, heads of familics,

elders and courts”. At the fame time, there
was 2 union of all the tribes, the whole con-

_gregation had a right to meet together, either
petfonally or by their reprefentatives, to con-
fult the common good and the profperity of
‘the whole, |

Aftcr
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After thc death of Saul there feems to
have béen. 2 breach- in this general union,
The tribe of Judah fet up David to be king,
the other tribes adhered to. Ifhbotheth the
fon of Saul. Ifhbotheth being dead, the
other tribes, fenfible how prejudicial fuch a
- - difunion was to their common intereft, by
mutual confent ‘made David king over all
Ifrael.  This was donpe, it’s like, by a con-
vention of the ftatcs from each province, or

an aﬁ'embly of the heads of each ttibe.

DEWld had long before been anomtcd, by
a fpeclal commiflion from God, to be king
of Irael. This was only an intimation
from heaven of what would certainly take
place. ~Neither David rior Sau] before him
claimed any authority in virtue of this divine
appointment, until they were elected by the

people, and folemnly maugurated in their
hlgh office,

Among othiers, - Who came té He[“ fort to
make David ‘king, were the children of Iffa-
char, who appeared by the heads of thetribe;
of thefe it is particularly faid, they  were
men that had underftanding of the times, to
| know
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know what I{rael ought to do, they were in
number two hundred; and-all their brethren
were at their commandment.”

It is an excellent charaer thatis given of
the heads of Iffachar, and it was a {ingular
favor to.this tribe; that they had fuch 3 pum-
ber. who were able to gu1de them at this cri-
tical fcafon.--You are told the gog 413{}}:&
of thclr wafdom and prudence, there was an
entlre union between them and the reft of the
community. They who were in government
were poflelled of talents which qualified them
for their, trufty, and their brethren- were fo
{atisfied. of their prudence and integrity, thag
they, tepefed an. entire confidence in them,
and Iubmljttpd to. -thejr. a.ythomy wuhout
mugm urmg or oppc)ﬁt;ol} |

, YQu; hﬂ‘fé. hcr,c_‘ thc in'odél* of a-;happ'y ftate:
What a profped of peace and lafting profpe-
rity, where rulers are wife and ‘good,: and
the p'eopl'@. are ;quiet-’.and fubmifﬁifc. !

What I pr0poﬂs in the followmg dif~

coutfe is,

Firft,
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Firft, To confider the charaéter of a good
ruler as-it'is drawn in the text. - 'And t—h’en;

it

Sccondly, To pomt out the duty of fub...
]e&s to their rulers. ~ - R AR

The firft thmg that prcfcnts ielf ‘to otit
 confideration, is ‘the charadter of good ruler.
And in order to determmc when” xncn are

qualified ‘to govern, it is ncccffary o takc'

a general view, of the great end of govcrn—
ment. o L

- It isnot to be fuppofed that’ manklnd
would réfign their natural freedom only for
the fake of ‘pomp and appearancc, ‘much lefs
to gratify'the pride and avarice of thofe they
place in authonty ‘over’ them. The only
rational view they can have is the common
good. ~If men could fubfift as well in 4 ftate
of independency and abfolute liberty, there
is nothing in reafon’ or confcience; to oblige
them tofubje@ion. - The neceflity. -of go-
vernment arifes wholly from the difadvanta-
ges, which, in the prefent imperfect ftate’of
human nature, would be the natural confe-
quense of unlimited freedom. This necefli-

'.n w o > ty
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ty' is fo apparent that the moft favage and
barbafous of mankind have been convinced
of it ; and wherever they have formed them-
felves into fociety, have eredted fome kind of
government. In this fenfe all power is from
Gaod, as that conftitution, which makes g0-
vernment neceflary, originates with him who
is the autlior of natare ; and fuch a confti-
tution is s certain an intimation of the di-
vine will,as an exprefs revelation. There is
no pofitive appointment or command ; we
argue the defign of heaven that there thould
be civil government, becaufe it is apparently
for the advantage of mankind. “ He is the
minifter of God to thee for good”,

- It tlie public good is the great, the only
end of magiltracy ; it tollows that they only
are worthy to be entrufted with the powers
of government, who know what the public
intereft is, and are capable of advancing it.
The heads of every community fhould,
like the heads of Iflachar, “ have under-
*ﬁ'andino' of the timcs, to know what Iracl
ought to do’,

B This
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This chara&er fuppofcs,that rulers havea good
degree of wifdom and knowlege—That they
are particularly acquainted with the conftitu-
tion of the country theyare called to govern—
That they are men of virtue and religion—
And that they have prudence to condu& af-
fairs in {eafons that are critical and al‘arming.

At

Firft, ‘'Wifdom and knowledge arc very
nceeﬂ%ry qualifications ‘of a public ruler.
"The ends of government will not be anfwer-
ed by committing the adminiftration of " af-
fairs to one or more men, but by committing
it to thofe who are capable of difcharging
the truft repofed in them. The meaneft

office reqmres talents fuited to thar office,
but when men are put in places of extenfive
authority, they ought to have extenfive abi-

htlcs

~ Wildom and knowlege are fo neceflary
for every one who has a fhare in govern-
ment, that nothing can fupply their place.
The experience of all ages evidences the
juftice of that exclamation of king Solomon.
“ Wo to thee, O land, when thy king is a
child " If weak or ignorant men are entruft-

cd with power, what can you expe but
upiverfal
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univerfal “confufion ! If ‘taen were not wife
before, they are not like to become wife by
being flaced in a flation of eminence. * Such
cxaltation will rather make them giddy and
vain, and deprive them of the little under-

ﬁé:hdihg 'they had before.

 If fuch magiftrates mean cver fo well, yet
they know not how to execute their good
purpofes, and their - adminidtration is like to
bea feries of the moft fatal errors. If
they . depend . on .others. to manage the
affairs of government, the event will not be
better. Men of weak minds can feldom
bear the checks and counfels of plain honeft
men, who know not how to difguifle the
truth, or to fpeak that which they do not
think in their hearts. Parafites and fatterers
eafily gain their favor, who will footh their
vanity, and accommiodate themfclves to their
foibles. And the ftate of fuch "a people is
often worfe than where rulers are men of
capacity, even tho’ they are very deficient in
their principles of adion.

" Bad men who “can look to conlequences
are often under the reftraint of fear,. ivhere
R B2 they
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they have no other. They are aware of
danger - from the refentment of an injured
people, if they abufe their power. But men
without knowlege are devoid of fuch fears ;
and they who have the management of them,
endeavour artfully to conceal their own fhare
in the public mifcondu&,and make ufe of the
-powet with which.they are vefted to gratify

their bafe and fordid pafions, to the ruin of
the community, and often of thofe th
"&'eﬂcd them with it. | -

It is not every kind of genius or of know—

| lege that qualifies 2 man to govcrn.' \/Iany
a one has made a fhmmg figure as a philofo-
pher-or mathematician, who has had no turn

for politics, and been intirely ignorant of the
- art of governing. It is frcquemly the cafe,
that great {cholars have no-acquaintance with

men, than which no branch of knowlege is
of greater nnportancc in a pubhc ruler. Itig

neceflary  to know the. various tcrppcrs of

thofe he has to goyern;. to penetrate their
particular views and intercfts, and.even their
foibles and paffions, that he may "make them

all fubfervient to the public good. . It isnecef-

fary to, d,tﬁ:em theiy dlﬂ'crcnt talents and ca-’
pacities,
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cities, - that he may know whom to putinto

places of profit and traft, and may employ
thofe who are fit to be employed, - |

- Isa ruler called to a& thc part of 2 Iegl-

ﬂator"' What need of a found and’ exalt
| Judgment, that the laws he makes may be
good and wholcfome, accommodated to the
temper and circumftances of the people for
whom . they are made ; and thal: while he
endeavors to reftrain vice and ]IQQI]IZIQUﬁleﬁ,
he may not unreafonably infringe the liber-
ties'of the community ?

-

When laws are made, it requires. no {imall
degrce of underftanding and of. ﬁudy to en-
ter into their true fpirit, to know how to ap-
ply them in every cafe that occurs, and to
execute them with prudcnce and impartiality.

Where government fubfifts, there muft ne--
coflarily be burthens laid on the .people to
defray the charges of it. There % nothing
that affeéts men more than whep you touch
their intevelt ; people in.general find it hard
to procyre. the conveniencies of Jife; nothmg
will fooner ahunatc; their mlnds from go-

' vernment,

i
St
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vernment;-than when rulers needlcﬂy:deprivé
themrof that which they have dearly earn’d,
and wantonly diffipate the public treafurres.
Rulers ought ever to proceed in this part of
their duty with caution and prudence, that
Pe0ple may fee the taxes they impofe are not
to gratify their pride, their avarice, or any
other paflion ; not to carry on any private
defign'; but that théy are neceflary for the
fupport of government and the exigencies
of thc ﬂate.

Every large community is conflituted of
a number of little focieties, in which there
will béﬁrdiﬁ’crent branches of bufinefs. Thefe,
whatever pains are taken to prevent it, will
have their different conne&ions, and form
feparate interefts ; it is vaftly difficult for
thofe who govern, to keep the balance {o
exadtly poiz'd that neither part may be in-
]hred ; but much more, to prevent j'ea‘,louﬁes
and fufplcmns that things are camcd by
favor and affection.

'The ru]ers of a people are feldom {o hap-
Py a5 to pleafc all who are’ under their au-
thority : They havs often perfonal enemies;

¢ Al o . o Qf
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or crafty and ambitious men find favlt with
government becaufe they are not in place :
They had need be wile as {erpents as well as
harmlefs as doves tocounterwork the machi-
nations of fuch men, to give no occafion of
offence to thofe who feek occalion, or to
prevent the bad effe®t of the mifreprefenta-
tons they will induftrioufly {pread.

Almolt every ftate has it’s neighbours,
who watch for a favorable opportunity
to encroach on its territorics, or to gain
fome other advantage. A ruler ought to
keep a watchful eye-over them, to get know-
lege of their motions and defigns ; to pre-
vent infult, or to refent it when offered. 1In
thefe cafes there is need of a thoro” acquain-
tance both with their ftrength and our own ;
that we may not by an ill- tlmed OppOﬁthIl
expofcourfelves to greater injuries,or by mean
fubmitfions encourage them to defpife and
abuﬁ. us. |

A ruler who fuitably attends to the great
end of government muft look beyond pre-
{ent circumftances, and carefully confider the
tendency and confequence of every mealfure,

He
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He canriot but be fenfible how much the
dréfent times ate affected by the tranfitions
that are paft, ard the précedents that have
béen eftabliflied.” "He will doubtlefs fee that
the conlmlinity has received hurt from the
miftakes, as well as advantage from the pru-
deiice of thofe who have gone before. He
bears on his mind, that his adminiftration is
like equally to affe® thofe that follow, and
éndeavours to take thie whole intereft of his
country in view, the future as well as the
préfent. He confults the good of diftant
gencrations, leaves as little as poffible for
them to corre®, and as far as human wifdom
can, lays his plans,not meerly to keep things
quict while he is on the ftage, but that the
happinefs of his country may be of long
durauon, may be perpetual.

| Xciu eafily fce by thefe hints of the
bufinefs and duty of rulers, that every man
1s not fit to govern ;- there muft be a genius
for government, and there muft be conftant
ftudy and application.

1 Iiéiiré hltherto confider'd the wifdom and
knowIcge whiich “are neceffary for rulers in
general
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general;, and under almoft every conﬁltuuon.
Befides this,

Secondly, It is neceflary they fhould have
4 particular acquaintance with the conftitu-
tion of the country'they are called to govern.

 Reafon we fay difates that therc hould
be government ; and the voice of-reafon is
the voice of God. But what form of go-
vernment they will be under is left to the
choice of thofe who are to be governed.
God has never determin’d this. It becomes
thofe who claim 2 divine indefeafible right,
to ntake out their claim in a better manner
than they have ever yet done,or it is abfurd
to fuppofe any, who have common under-
flanding, or a tolerable fenfe of liberty, will

{ubmit to it. |

All pOWeI‘ has i's foundation i compact
and ‘mutual confent, or elfe it proceeds from
fraud or violence. Where the latter take
place, the dominion whicl men claim is no
Better than ufurpation ; and’ they, who by
thefe methods -raile themielves above theiv
brethren, are fo far from having a right t®

govers, that they ought to be punifhed as
G pUL\lh
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public difturbers and the enemies of mat-

kind.

When government s founded in mutual
confent, it is the undoubted right of the
community to fay who fhall gotern them ;
and to make what limitations or conditions
they think proper. Perhaps the fame con-
ftitution is not beft for all focicties, or for
the fame foaety at all times. Be this as it
may ; it is very cectain that mankind have
eftablithed different forms of government,
according to their own will and inclination :
“ Some heve fet up one or a few men ta
govern them, others have feen fit to. retain
the power themfelves:—In fome the ﬁlpremc
magiftrates have been. annually eleced ; in
others-the power is for life. " In fomé they
are mcrcly ele@ive, in others hereditary under
certain rules or limitations”. - In GREAT-
BrRITAIN there is a happy mixture of mo-
narchy, ariftocracy, and democracy.. . This is
perhaps the moft peife® form of civil go-
vernment. It is the glory of Britons and

the envy of “foreigners.*
But

# Is not England at prefent a prnnf of the goodnefs of
- -mixed governments and temperate monarchies ? Is there |
a
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But whatever form of civil government
men have chofe, there are certain conftity-
tions, which are the bafis and foundation of
the ftate, and which are obligatory on thofe
who govern, as well as thofe who are go-
verned. Thefe conftitutions are a fort of
fundamental laws, which cannot he violated
without the greateft danger to a com-
munity.  When either part attempts to
invade the rights of the other, it ufually
produces convulfions, which fooner or later
overturn the ifate. '

It 1s necellary they who are in authority
fhould be well acquainted with thefe funda-
mental laws ; they ought to make them onc
main part of their ftudy; and fhould not
without the utmoft neceflity depart from
them. If {uch a ftri¢t adherence to the con-
fticution is fometimes - attended with incon-

C 2 VCNIENCIES ;

4

a nation, every thing confidcred, which enjoys more
" profperity at home, or more renown abroad ?
BurLEMAQuT.
We hope the great MorTEsQuity is miftaken, at leak
that he {peaks of a very diflant day, ‘when he fays of our
happy nation,
¢ Asall human thmgq have an end,the ftate we are {peak-
+ang of will Tofe it’s liberty. will perith. Have not Rome,
. Sparta, and Carthage perithed ? It will perith when the
legiflative power fhall be more corrapt than thacxeca-
pvc."-' | Spirit ¢f Laws,
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veniences ; yet a departure from it will be
‘aitended with much greater. Magiftrates
ought to know their own power, and not
tamely give up thofe prerogatives with which
the conftitution has vefted them, Such mean
condefcenfion will only expofe them to con-
tempt and further encroachments, till' not
even a fthadow of authority is left. On the
other hand, they ought-to be tender of the
privileges of - thofe they govern. Eyen in
abfolute monarchies, the people may by op-
preflion and tyranny come to know that
they have rights, and to aflert them in a way
not very pleafing to thofe, who have infos
lently and unjuftly invaded them.

In free governments people are apt to feel
much quicker. To touch their liberties is
to touch the apple of their eye ; évery at-
terapt alarms. them, makes them jealous of
further defigns, and often throws them inta
the hands of faftious demagogues, who hate
government,and areever watching for appor-
tunities to embarrafs public meafures,and tq
antraduce anarchy and confufion.

Wherc fo.much depends, and the danger

of aftinig W ;om is like to- have fuch confe-
R S ' | . GUﬁﬂLCn
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quences to the community, and perhaps to

themfelves: ; rulers ought to know very well
what it 1s to a& right, where power endsand
liberty begins. The more difficule it1is to
fettle this point, fo much the more wifdom
and prudence do rulers need, and fo much
the more cgutious fhould they be in a&ing;
and where people obferve fuch caution and
tendernefs in their rulers, they will make al-
Jowances for miftakes, and even for faults.

I will not fay, that they who are in go-
vernment may not propofe an alteration in
the conftitution, when they fee manifeft in-
conveniencies ; every member of the frate
may do this; and there may be extraordinary
cales wherein it may be neceflary to deviate
from common rules ; in fuchcafes the fafety
of the people is to be preferred to eyery o-
ther confideration. But no wiferuler would
defire a general power of difpenfing with the
laws ; nor is it poflible to proceed with too
much caution in making any great alteration
in the civil conftitution of a ftate ; efpecially
when it has been long eftablithed, and the
wildom of ages has been cmployed to confirm
it. Where there feem to be defeéts;there me-

dy
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dy riay often proveworfe than thedifeafe ; and
by attempting to guard againt one inconveni-
ence, We may open the way toa great many
which we do not now forefee. When a con-
ftitation is eflentially bad, rulers & every one
elfe ought to run every rifque to make it bet-
ter. But where the conflitution is tolerably
good, it is generally the wifdom of: thofe in
power, to maintain a facred regard to it them-
felves ; and to endeavour that it may not be
violated by othets. . This is their fafety, and
very often the fafety of thofe they govern.
When a humour of changing once begins,no
mortal can tell where it will end. One can
fearce conceive of an alteration more juft,
more neceflary, and that could tend more to
fecure the public liberty, than the eftablifh-
ment -of “tribnnes at Rome ; and yet this
very regulation, feemingly fo wife and good,
laid the foundation of the deftruétion of their
liberties, and the ruin of the commop:

wealth.*

Thirdly,

r J .

¥ {“The pepple by means of the tribunes, gradoally ufurped
the authority of the fehate. From thac time difcipline

* was refayed and gave place to licencioufnels. Aclaft the
.. republic was, by the hands of the people, reduced to the
«greateft flavery.” . DBurLEMAQUL
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Thirdly, Rulers cannot come up to the cha:
racter of the text, unlefs they are men of re-
ligion and virtue. Every condition has its
temptations, none are expofed to more OF
greater, - than thofe who arc advanced to fta-
tions of power and emincnce; none have
greater need of a fettled principle of  action,
and the afliftance of divine grace. If there
is no regard to God or the rules of vir
tue, wifdom degenerates into cunning, and
rulers inftead of endeavouring to know what
Ifrael ought to do, enly confider what. thcy
have to do themfelves ; inftead of aiming a
the public ‘good, they confult only what 1s
like to promote thcir own private ifiterct,
fupport their adminiftration, and continue
them in power. 'The felfith paffions will
have the dorminion ; and rhen will facrifice
confcience, and {ell their country, to carry @
favourite pomt, or gratify their vicious incli-
nations. 'The intereft of fuch rulers,or what
they imagine to be their intereft, prefently
becomes feparate from that of the commu-
nity ; of corrfequencc they arc obliged to
make ufe of every art, to keep the pCOpIC
quiet ; to make them infenfible of their igfe-
licity, or to-compel thetir'to bear it; to put

| a
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a falfe glofs on their. flagitious. actions, or to
fecure a powerful panty, who will' fupport
their_meafures,and be.the inftrurhents, ofitheir
iniquity. They will choofe thofe for. their
companions-and counfellors, who will flatter
theit vanity, feed their avarice, or provide for
their pleafures. ‘Thefé: are the. men they
will endeavour to promote ; whilft they dif:
regard perfons of a different charadter; who
feel for their country, and-have courage to
oppofc thofe- mealureswhich tend to:deftroy

~Vice contrafts the mind, and quenches
eve_ry. fpark of public fpirit:; it: fills the {oul
with ¢riminal prejudices, and' the higher it is
exalted;the mifchief is {o much thc MOre €x-
tenﬁve. _

- Th{;-;éafg is quite different-wlerr power is
m 421@ hands. of . men of. virtue:and religion.

By r¢11g10n1 intend fomethmg more than
an. external dhew, or aimere appearance of
-ggodnefs. Hypoctify is. not only a character
moft deteftable to God, but it makes a. man
more extenfively mifchievous to fociety. His
{an&imonious pretences procure him the: es
ﬁcem and:confidence. of hls brethren, by
. - Wthh
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which means he has itin his power to deceive
them, and to betray their interefts. No con-
fideration can be of force fufficient to bind
him, who dares to prevaricate with heaven,
and to trifle with the Lord his maker. The
greateft prodigics of wickednefs have been
thofe who have put on the guife of religion ;
For 3 pretence they have made long prayers,
that they might,with the greater eafe,accom-
plifh their deteftable defigns. Nor do I eall
it religion to contend for a few little rites
and ceremonies, which are of no importance
in themfelves, and will not make men either
wifer or better. It does not confift in nice
metaphyfical diftin®ions, and in loud and
crel anathemas againft all who will not pro-
fefs to belicve them, Much lefs is jt religi-
on to invade the rights ‘of conlcience, and to
infli® pains and penalties on thofe who are
not of the magiftrates fentiments, or prefume
to diffent from the principles eftablithed by
law. On the other hand, no one can ima-
 gine there is any religion in a carclefs indif-
ference about “all principles ; or in clamors
for charity and forbearance, while malice
reigns in-the heart,and we can cenfure,revile
and perfecute thofe whom we efteem lefs
cathplic than ourfelves. D I
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T call that religion whichk Jefus Chrift
taught, and which: is made known to us in
‘the facred oracles. It is a belief of the truth,
and a temper of mind correfpondent to it.

A religious man,or which is now the fame
thing, a fincere chriftian, is purified in fome
- meafure from thofe corrupt principles, which
too caﬁly find a place in the human heart,
and is deeply penetrated with the things of
God. He has 2 fupreme affedtion to this
grcateﬁ and beft of beings, and maintains a
conftant regard to him in all his a&ions. He
remembers the divine prefcnce and the ac-
count every one muft give to this Lord and
_]udgc of all. He heartily fubmits to Chrift
as his prince and faviour: He has fome de-
gree of that mind which was in Chrift Jefus:
‘He defires to approve himfclf to him, and is
animated by thofe glorlous profpeéts which

the gofpel opens to our view,

. 'The religion of Jefus enlarges the mind ;
it divefts us,fo far as it Prcvails, of every cri-
minal prejudice ; it makes us willing to deny
ourfelvcs, to facrifice our worldly eafe, our
tcmporal intereft,to the honor ofGodand the

good
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goodof men. It fortifies againft temptation,
it curbs our paffions, it regulates our defires,
it produces noble and gencrous fentiments,
it infpires love and univerfal benevolence ;' it
teaches us to look not every one on his
own things, but -on the things of others ;
not to confine our charity to ourfelves, but
to do good to all with whom we are con-
ne@ted, and efpecially to aim at the public
advantage, in which the comfort and happi-
nefs of muliitudes are involved,

~ This chriftian temper, which is produc’d
by the Spirit of God, will more than any
thing help us to d1ﬁmgulih between rlght
and wrong ; when private interefts and pri-
vate views are removed, “ the public- good
appears naked and open, free from all diffi-
culties and embarraflments”.  When rulers
have {ucha happy difpofition, they will ftudy
the true intereft of thofe they govérn, which
is the way to underftand it ; they will watch
againft a little party fpmt and every lelfith
finifter view ; they will fupprefs the dictates
of pride,” covetoufnefs, and ambition ; and
while with 2 manly firmnefs they funport
fhc1r own dignity, they will not invade the

D2 privileges
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“privileges of thofe who are fubjed to them;
they will noy hearken to the infinuations.
of flattery, nor meanly conrt the favor of:
the populace ; they will not have refpe&

to perfons, nor take a gift ; and will fevere-
1y frown on thofe, who have the infolence
to affront their virtue, or attempt to pervert
their judgment. No motive, no temptation
will allure them to join in making bad laws,
or to wreft the true intention of thofe that
are in forge. Their whole ambition
will be to difcharge their traft wjth fidelity,
and to make the people happy who are un-
der their care. .

I own there are other principles which
may have very -falutary effeéts. “There is
in fome men 3 certain benevolence and great-
pefs of mind, which leads them to do mapy

worthy deeds, that others. perform - from
3 principle of religion. There are remains
of confcience in men, wha cannot be deno-
minated fincere difciples of Jefus Chrift.
Even their ambition and felf-intereft may
prompt men to adtions which are greatly
beneficial to the community, and to dif-
charge the truft repofed in. them with ho-

- ~ not
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nor and fortitude. - But the better the prin-
mplc, fo much the greater, at leaft fo much
the more certain will be the effed. When
the love and fear of God reign in the heart,
men will rife to nobler heights, and to-more
diftinguifhed adts of .virtue, than from any
other motive. 'When they confider the
whole community as brethren, they will na-
. turally feek the common good, 'When they
{et before them the example of our blefled
Saviour, when they contemplate his ardent
love to mankind and difinterefted benevo-
lence, their mindg. will be inflamed with a
holy ambition, to emulate the virtues of this
amiable, this excellent perfon. When the
greateft men carry their thoughts to that 1m-
portant hour, when they muft leave thele
tranfitory fcenes, and their honors will bé
laid in the duft, how fellicitous will they be
that they may finifh well, and have tlie ap-
probation’ of their own minds, whén they
have nothing elfe to fupport them! When

they look forward to that illuftrious day, in
which the Lord will be revealed from hea-

ven, and the great as well as the fmall muft
ftand before his tribunal ; what a check is
this to every finifter view and every iniqui-

tous
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tous pra&lce | What an mccntrve to Jul’ncc,"
to integrity and univerfal virtue ! If other
qualities may render a ruler ufeful to fociety, -
yet furcly nothing but religion, a regard to
God it “his public condué, will enfure him
the acceptance of heaven, and the plaudit of
the great ruler and judge of all.

Y-am far from fuppofing that religion is
the only thing to be regarded in a ruler.
The moft religious chara&er will appear con-
temptible in a public ftation, if there are not
other accomplithments : ‘But whatever qua-
lities 2 man has, it can by no means be fafe,
to entruft our lives, our eftates, our liberties,
every thing that is dedr and valuable, to one
who evidences by his converfation, that he
has no tegard to God, and is deftitute of vir-
tue and goodnef(s.. What can we expedt, but
that he, who will facrifice his own moft im-
portant intereft, will facrifice the interefts of
others, if at any time they are oppofite ta
his vicious inclinations } :

Fourthly, Another accomplithment very
neceflary for a good ruler, is prudence ta
condudt affairs in feafons that are critical and

alﬁrmmg Such 3 feafon it wis in Ifrael
whes.
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when Ifhbotheth was flain. And then it
was that the heads of Iffachar difcovered their

pndérﬂanding and addrefs, by conduding
with fuch prudence as to ftill every oppofite
fattion, and bring their brethren quietly to
{fubmit to king David, which was the only
expedient to fave the kingdom from ruin.
Affairs in a kingdom or in a province are
{ometimes brought to a dangerous and im-
portant crifis, from foreign enemies or inter-
nal tamults ; from the miftakes of thofe
who wifh them well, or the intrigues of de-
figning men ; from their own vices and fol-
lies, or the wickednefls of others. In fuch
a -critical fituation, the friends of a people
are called to arife, and to exert themfelves to
fave them from impending ruin. This mat-
ter‘efpecially belongs to thofe who are in

authority, the eyes of others are naturally
to them, under that God who has the hearts

of all men in his hand’; from them they
expet relief ; and happy'thc people, whofe
rufers have at {fuch time wifdom to difcern;
and virtue ta purfue thofe meafures, that tend
to promote their welfare, and to prolong
their tranquility. |

A
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J

. A ftate cannot be funk fo low as to ex-
clude all poflibility of emerging and agam
ﬂourlfhmg There have been fo mary. in-
flances . of the mterpoﬁtlon of heavcn, if

times of the greatc& extremity, that it is un-
reafonable to  defpair, when there ai¢

the moft thréatning afpe@ts. Rome was
fcarce ever .in {o" dangerous a fituation as
after the battle of Cannz. Their army was
anmhlla_t_cd, their allies forfook them, and
they every moment expeed the victorious
Hannibal at their gates. But at this very.
time, when there feemed to be no refource,
thefe noble republicans were fo far from
giving up all as loft, tht, fays the hiftorian,
1o one darcd fo much as to mention peaee ;

nnnnn

whofé temcrity had, rediced them to > the
britik of fuin,” that he had not defpaired of
:‘hc common-wgalth * By fuch maghani-

mity

e 4

& Nec tamen bz dades defeflioncfque focioram moverpnt,:

o ,pacis unquam mentio apnd Romanos fieret 5 neque

ante confulis Romam adventum, nec poﬁqnam is rediit

: -enovavitqye mempriam acceptz cladis, Quoin tempore

"~ ipfo, adeo magno animo civitas fuit, ut.confuli ex tanta

clade, cujus ipfe caufa maxima fuit, redeupti, et- obviom

itum frequenter ab omnibus ordinibus fit,et gratiz alte,

- quod de republica non defperaflet; cui,fiCarthaginienfiom
 ~dulor fuifet, nihil tccul'nndnm fupplicii foret,

Lav. Lib. xxii, cap. Ixi,
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mity they rofe out of adverfity ¥, retrieved
their lofles, made themfelves terrible to
their neighbours,and laid a foundation for
that aftonifhing grandeur to which they
afterward arrived.

Nothing is fo like to makeour cafe def-
perate as to concludeit is fo : This ftops
the {prings of attion,prevents all attempts
to extricate ourfelves out of difficulties,and
to recover the community. Thole of fu=
perior charatter ought to have f{uperiot
fteadinefs, inftead of determining that no-
thing can be done, they ought to enquire
what is to be done ; what they can do
“themfelves; and what Ifrael ought to do.

Some men are very happy 1n " finding out
expedients in the moft difficult cafes; they
know how to fteer in the moft tempeftuous
times ; are able to counterwork thofe wha

E {ecretly

- * Dixitque tandem perfidus Annibal—es
Gens qua f:r'.:m:au:'1r fortis ab Ilio,
Jaftata Tufcis @quoribas {acrd,

Natefque matarofgue patres .
Pertulit ‘Aufonias ad urbes ;

Duris ut ilex tanfa hipennibus
Nigrz feract "rondts in Alg:do,l
Par damna; per ctedes, ab-1p{o
Ducit opes animumeue ferro.

Hoz,
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fec1etly endeavor -to- undermine the {tate,

or to give them a juft view of things, who
are in danger of doing hurt for want of
better information ; to remove every un-
reafonable prejudice in the mind of thofe,
who have power to injure us ; or to go-
vern our tempers, and regulate our pafii-
ons,-that we may not -deftroy ourfelves.

This is a talent very different from that
wifdom which is profitable to diret in a
common ftate of things. A man'may be
a good pllot n. a moderate gale,” who can
do nothing n a ﬁorm Some men who
would make very good rulers in a time of
profper: ity, ale .quite un‘it to lead 1n times
the poﬂ"eﬁidn; of ihemfelves ; they are ti-
morous:and. irrefolute,and fo negle to do
what ought to be done ;. or they are rafh
and. v1olent and by their 1mprudence pre-
clpltate the ruin ‘they .intend to prevent.

It is of the greateft 1mp01tance that rulers
have underftanding of ‘the times in fuch
critical feafons. While others are hurried
by their fears and paffions, and know not
what to do,they ought fedately to confider

the tendency and confequences of prefent
events,

-

- o
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events, and fhould” éndeavor.to suide into
meafures,that will be moft: kaely to prevent
the evﬂs that -are feared, or to maké them
ftolerablc 1f they mu{’c come ST

There is one.courfe, thh if it will not
be a certain cure, will yet be a great relief
. in the moft dangerous ftate’we can be in ;
and that is " the practice of plety and uni-
verfal virtue.  Virtue does-in 1tfelf tend
to promote public happinefs. I"lugflht}r
tempelance Induftey will extricate s ‘out
of moft difficulties that can arife; and if

we arc’altuated by religion, God will be

our God,ourploteﬁpl,and.fglend,-“lt,,mH
be well'with us and our children forever.”
~ Whatever he.does elfe, 'if a ruler has - un-
derftanding in the times, he will promotc
the fearof God and obedience to his law

¥ - 4

Ihave NOw. conﬁdered iome of thc dif-
tuwmfhmg quahtles of a good-ruler. -.. Lt
13 not to be expected,in the prefent 3 1mper- '
:'fe& ﬂate,that rulers will be free frony mif-
‘takes or. faults ; whoever Ioo .5 for quh a
'behavlour flom any man or from any fet
‘Of men, will’ undoubtedly be dlfappomted

E 2 ’ Put
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But though you may not expect a perfelt
“character, yet the great author of nature,
whofe tender mercies are over all his
~ works, ¢ has thought fit to mingle from
time to time among the focieties of men,
a few of thofe on whom he is gracmuﬂy

pleafed to beftow a larger proport1on of
| underﬁandmﬁ and integrity, than is given
in the ordinary courfe of his providence to
the fons of men. There are fuperior fpirits,
men who are born to gulde to 1nftruct and
topreferve”; ‘their abilities and their virtues
denote that they were formed for the puh-
lic‘good and it would be a fault not to
improve thofe talents, with which the
great Lord of all has entrafted  them,
They ought not to let lip an opportunl-
ty that pre{'ents ta ferve theu' country, of
‘to do good, to manklnd

_ There are indeed arts and 1ntr1gues, by
wlnch fome men mtrude themfelves Into
ftations of d1gn1t ],wlnch are below one of
agreat and generous mind, and which no
confideration will perfiiade him to make
ufeof. But to fiy that men ought always
to avmd fuch ﬂ:atlons thro a mode{t diffi~

denca
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dence of their own abilities ;. or that a
people ought to reject thofe, who difco-
ver a willingnefs to be employed,is to car-
ry the matter much too far ; and a corref-
pondent practice might have very bad ef-
-~ felts. It might deprive focieties of the beft
heads and hearts, and leave them a prey
to crafty and ambitious men, whofe only
care would be to aggrandize and enrich
themfelves “A trug patriot cannot do his
country a more important fervice, than by
taking it out of the hands of fuch devour-
ing harpies. Confcious of his own. fupe-
riority, and a generous regard to the pub-
lic good, he ought to defpife the little re-
flections of thofe who are only uneafy be-
caufe they are not in place,and cannot ac-
complifh their bafe defigns.  The hiftory
of Rome {carce affords a “morelluftrious
character than that of Fabius Maximus.
This:great man,having finithed the year of
‘his confulate, when Rome was engaged
In dangerous wars, found that the {uffra-
ges for a new conful were like to be in'fa-

§ vor of one, who was quite raw and inex-

perrenced.  He ftop'd their proceedings,
fet before the clectors the danger of fuch a
- choice
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cho1ce at fuch a t1me, and drew a charac-
ter of the perfon they ought to choofe,
'Whlch they could apply to none but him-
'felf the aﬁ'embly was. convmced recal Ied
Such was the exigency of affairs, fays the
‘hifforian,* that no one attended to the dan-
‘wer of the precedent, or had the leaft ful-
picion that the conful was actuated by a
luft of dominion, but all rather extolled
his greatnefs of mind, that when he knew
the commonwealth ftood in need of*it’s
oreateft commander, and that he was
‘without exception the man, he would ra-
ther run the hazard of the moft invidious
refletions, than mifs an opportunity of
Jerving his country. -

- Tt 1s however much more agreable fo-a .
generous mind, to be called out by others
“to public fervice, than inany fort to of-
.fel:fh.nrnfelf And 2 people who have any
- * regard

- @ Tempus ac.neceflitas belh, ac_difcrimen {ummz rerum
 faciebant, nequls aot in exemplum exquireret, aut fuf-
- peftum cupldnat!s imperii confulem haberet, quin landa-
.- bant potius magnitudinem animi,quod quum fommo im-
_~ peratore efleopus republicz fciret, feque eum haud. duhle
: . effe-; minoris invidiam fuam, fiqua ex re oriretur, quam

- utilitatem reipublice feciffet, _
| Lav, Lib. xxiv. cap, 1%,

fpr
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regard to their own fafety, will endeavor
to find out merit where ever it-is hid, and
to confer their honors on thofe who know
how to improve them.

So far indeed, as government is by the

conftitution hered1tary, a people are

obliged to fubmit to the difpofals of
providence, and to pay homage to the lawful

~ heir,whether his abilities are great or{mall :
And in large communities, the advantage
~of hereditary hib'ﬂ'ar"cliy 1S genérally {ufh-
clent to balance every inconvenience ; and
where it is not, -it.is. in their own power
to do themfelves juftice, as they have ge-
nerally done {doner or later. Witnefs a-
mong other inftances, the: glorious revo~
lution in BRITAIN, to which’ noble exer~
tion of national virtue, we owe’ the prefer-
vation of ourliberty,and the prefent happy |
‘ef’tabhfhment of ‘the houfe of HANOVER |

When a people 1mmedlaLely appomt
their own rulers, they are to the laft de-
gree infatuated, if they fix on thofe;, who
are not capable’of feeing ‘with their own
eyes, but are obhged to Tove by the dlrt_.c-'

LT T B} t.\m
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tion of others, or who get into power to
gratify their vanity, their luxury, or their
avarice ; and it requires no {pirit of pro-
phecy to fmefee, that a community who
are fo loft to public virtue, are nigh
to deftruction. A people may be deceiv-
ed, they may be betrayed, by men in
whom they put confidence. But they de-
Iferve to be abandoned by providence, if
they truft thelr intereft with men, whom
they know to be either weak or wicked.

. Tam in the fecond place to fpeak of the
duty of fubjets to their rulers; and the
llluﬁratmg this. will fhow, at the fame
time, . the happy influence which good go-
vernment is like to have on the communi-
nity. < The heads of Ifachar were men

that had underﬁandmg of the times, to

know what Ifrael ought to do, and al/ their
éretbren were at thewr commandment.”

The duty of rulers and’ fub]e&s 1S mu-
tual; rulers ought to love their people and
to feek their welfare ; and the people on
their- part, -ought to be fubjett to the

higher powers, to obey magiftrates, and to
fubmit
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fubmit to their lawful commands, both
are neceflary to the public happinefs. If
people will not {fubmit to thole who are
placed over them, there 1s an end of go-
vernment, and to all the happy pur-
pofes for which it was inftituted ; the
whole 1s thrown 1nto a ftate of anarchy
and confufion, which will foon terminate
in the other extreme, tyranny and oppref-
fion. Submuflion to authority 1s {uppo-
fed in the very nature of gevernment, it is

founded in the higheft reafon ; without it,
the moft perfet virtue in rulers will not
an{wer any valuable end.

Obedience torulersis a matter of fo much
importance,that our Saviour and his apof-
tles,who meddled very little with the king-
doms of this world, thought 1t neceffary to
enjoin it on chriftians. “Render” fays our
““ Lord, to Cefar the things that are Cee-
¢ far's”®. < Let every {oul,faysSt.Paul,4- be
¢« fubjelt to the higher powers ; for there
““13 no power but of God, tnc powers
« that be arc ordained of God, whofoever
«« therefore refifteth the power,refifteth the
¢ ordinance of God ; and they that refig

H ¢ ﬁ'laﬁ
© Matt; xxit, 21, F Rem, xiii, 1. 2,
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« {hall receive tothemfelves damnation.”
St. Peter direts, * ¢« fubmit yourfelves to

L every human cazy?zmz‘zm for the Lotd’s

 fake ; whether it be to the king as fupreme ;
“ or unto governors, as unto‘them that are

“ fent by him, for the punifhment of evil

< doers, and for the praife of them that do

«well ; for fo 15 the will of God.” From
fuch paffages as thefe, fome have argued
the doftrine of paflive obedience and non-

refiftance in all cafes whatfoever ; or that
'we afe not to oppofe thofe who are in
-authority, although they evidently act

contrary to the 'deﬁgn of their inftitution,
and are bent to ruin the fociety, which it
is their duty to defend and promote. A

'_doé’t_rme fo big with abfurdity, thdt one
would think no one of common under-
franding could embrace it; certainly he

muft have the temper of a flave that can

praltice upon it. St. Paul very plainly
teaches us-how far fubjettion is due to 2
«civil magiftrate, when he gives it as a rea- .

fon for this fubjection, ¢ for he is the mi-
“nifter of God to thee for good.” The
end for which God has placed men in au-

thority
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thority 1s;that they may promote the pub-
lic happinefs : When they improve their
power to contrary purpofes, when they
endeavour to fubvert the conftitution, and
to enflave a free people, they are no longer
the minifters of God ;. they do not act by
his authority ; if we are obliged to be fub-
1eét,it is oilly for wrath and not for confci-
ence fake,and they who fupport fuch rulers:
betray their country,and deferve the mifery
they bring on themfelves. Happy wounld
it be if it was confined to them !

I am fenfible, 1t 15 difficult to fiate this-
point with precifion ; to determine where
{fubmifiion ends and refiftance may lawfully
take place, {o as not to leave room for
men of bad minds unreafonably to oppofe
sovernment, and to deftroy the peace of
foctety. .Moft certainly people ought to
bear ‘much, before they engage in any at-
~ tempts againt thofe who arein authority; .

they. ought to confider their rulers as frail
and.fallible men,who are liable to miftakes
and faults, when their general aim is good
and. rlght they fhould overlook their er-
rars, and even their vices, if they are not

{uch



1
3

44 An Ele&ion-Sermon.

fuch as tend direCtly to overturn the ftate,
and to brmg diftrefs and ruin on the whole
commumty Better a particular perfon,
yea many ‘individuals thould fuffer,than to

encourage civil br 01ls and a pubhc dlﬁur-
bance

'th,n, rulers are, wife: and good,, oppofi-
tion‘1s an high crime ; -men ought-not ta-
make their own jealoufies, refentments, or
private 1 mtereﬁ a pretence for refifting au-.
thority, or to ftir up fations. and feditions.
againft their rulers. Such men will be the
faulty. ¢aufes of the evils that follow, and
will .have an awful account to give at the-
bar ofGod; ¢whofoeverrefifteth the power,
-#¢ refifteth the ordipance of God, and they -

¢‘that refift. fhall recewe to themfielves
6 damnaﬂon ‘

-' "’I' -

1 Men of fuch perverfe and turbulent
mmds may poffibly, by dark intrigues and

falfe infihuations, raife fufpicions of evil
deﬁgns and of {chemes that never entered
mto any.one’s head but their own; aljld"
as rulers are imperfect, they may - find 'op~
Portumtles f10m their miftakes, to fill the
mingds
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minds-of people with prejudices and unea-
finefs'; they may poflibly prevail to-raife
tumults-arid difturbances ;- but very often
 they fall “irito'the’ pit they digged: for o-
thers ; ‘God in his previdénce brings to
light theii dark defigns, - and they : becomnie
the objects of univerfal contempt arid-ab-
horrence,

People are generally capable of knowmg |
when they are well ufed. Public ; happi-.
nefs 1s eahly felt. Men cannot but percetve, -
when they: enjoy their rights and-priviles

" ges ; when they fit at quiet undei . their-
own vintes and fig-trees, and there is none
' to make themi-afraidy; when: the: liws: of
thc land. -have:their courfe, and -juftice 1s-
impartially adminiftred ;i whenno unréafps:
- nable burthens are laid-upon them:; - when-
their! rulers -are ready to hear: their com=-
plaints and to. redrefs. theiv; wrongs:; when -
‘they treat thent with condefcenfion,téndey= -
nefs:and affe€tion ; “whenthey: fymipathife
with- them: under their'difficulties, -and
like - their great maftei are "affiicted  1n-all.
their afﬂtﬁlons Such-a-temper and con-

r P * @ "4 m =

duct in rulers are eafily perceived without
any extraordinary penetration, It
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Tt 15 not without defign, that the facred,
hiftorian {ieaks of the heads of Iffachar and -
the reft of the tribe as édrethren ; and this
fuggefts a good reafon for their fo ready.
fubjettion, ¢ andall their brethren were:
‘f:&t:{ﬁeir commandment”. When a peo--

_ple perceive, that they who have power i
their hands ftill treat them as brethren, as
partaking of the fame commonnature, and
as.having a right to their liberty and pro- -

- perty’s they will have a reciprocal affetion”
to their rulers, they will be loth to grieve.
and:offend them, they will be quiet and-
peaceable, and will do what they can, to
render their adminiftration eafy, who im-
prove:-their power only to make them hap-
py. - If at.any time the people.clamour and
find fault, as they fometimes do under the:
beft government, 1n.confequence ‘of real or -
imaginary mifconduct, or when heavy bur-:
thens are laid upon them, they foon reco-:
vertheir temper, they forget the faults of
their’tulers, they remember only their good :
deeds, and there is danger .that to make:
amends - for their paft miftakes, they will.
run rnad with loyalty and fubmlﬁion. |

"’,

Rulers -
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Rulers have fo many ways of keeping up
their influence; that it 1s not eafy to effelt
-a general oppofition, even where they have
the moft pernicious defigns. A good ruler
15 almoft {ure of love and efteem, of {ub-
miflion and obedience. ¢ Men love their
happinefs too well to deftroy and ruin it,
by oppofing thofe from whom tliey know
1t 1s derived to them.” Experience thows,
that if they, who are vefted with power,.
have but a moderate fhare of publicvirtue,
they are admired and honored while they
live, and their memory 1s blefled lohg after
‘they are dead. Rulers thereforealways have
it in their powersto fecure the people in their
intercft, and to gain a place in their hearts.
By attending to their duty, they will pro-
‘mote the happinefs of the people, and at
the fame time fix their own authority, If
the heads of a community have under-
ftanding of the times to know" what Ifrael
-ought to do, they will be like to-have all
their brethren at their commandment. But
where men are grofly of a contrary charac-
ter, and pervert their power to tyrannical
ipurpofes {ubmiflion, 1f 1t can be avoided,
is fo far from being a duty, that 1t 154
Crimes
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crirhé. It 1s-an offence again{t the ftate of
which we are members, and whofe happt-
nefs - we ought to prefer to out; chief joy.

It 1s an offence againft: rnankmd whof€
rights we meanly betray. Itisan offence
-againft God, who 1s good to all, and who
has appointed government for the welfare
~and -happinels, and not the' deftruction of
his creatures. |

I—Iow happy is GREAT-BRITAIN in 4
Prince, who accounts 1t his glory to reign
over a free peoP_Ie, and .who, we truft, will
always make the laws of the land the rule
of his.adminiftration ! How ftill more hap-
Py, 10 a conftitition that {carce admits of
tyranny, -unlefs the people themfelves be-
comé corrupt.and venal ; and when that
15 the cafe, .nothing but omnlpotence can
fave them !

Tt 1s the {fafety of the Britifh nation that
it’s monarchy is heredltary, as that right is
now underflood. It is a favor of heaven,
that our lawfulSovereign is poffefs'd of vir-
tues, which enfure him the love and obedi-

ence of his fubjects. ¢ ¢ Becaufe the Lord
| ¢ hath

".
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«« hath loved his people he hath made thee
« king over them.” May that kind pro-
vidence, which has fo often appealed for
our nation, flill watch over itfor good ;

difappoint every attempt to fubvert their
liberties, and preferve them from thofe in-
ternal vices and cortuptions; which they
have more reafon to fear than any. foreign
eénemy, or open violence !

~ The form of government in this pro-
vince is a little model of the Britifh confti-
tation. Our commander in chief, who re..
prefents the King, 15 not elefted by our-
felves. 'We do not complain of this as an

infringement of our libertiesy it rather

frees us from many inconveniéneies, which
would attend frequent popular eleGions.
Efpecially may we efteem it 4 privilege,
while we have aGentleman at our héad;who
{6 well underftands ourcivil conftitution,and
who,we perfuade ourfelves;fincerely aims at
the happinefs of the people he. 15 appointed
to govern. = May his Excellency’s fervices
for the public always find acceptance with
an obhged and grateful people ! and may
G he

\
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he have the approbation of his great Lord,
when he gives an account of the ta]ents
cornrmtted to h1m ?

B The other branches of our legiflature
are chofe by-ourfelves. It refrethes our
hearts to fee. the return of this anniverfary,
-and we hope fills them with: thankfalnefs
to God. - The prefence of our General. Af-
fembly, and the bufinefs of this day, put
usin mind of the liberties we enjoy, whlle
‘more than' niné-tenths of mankmd are in
the moft ab]eé’c ﬂavery, -and multitudes of
—them, to-the bafeft and worft -of the hu-
man race. - We coriclude it is from the ex-
perience -their conftituerits have had’ of
thmr wifdom and integrity, that fo many
‘are returned to ferve in the prefent aflem-
bly, -who" have formerly Tad a feat there.
We cannot think this,people are yet fo
corrupt, as “generally'.to'be influencéd in
‘their eletions by other confiderations:
‘We truft that they,whom they have hono-
‘red .withthis mark of their.confidence, will
‘bave a facred regard to their intereft, and
-willniot fuffer any finifter views to byafs or
"govcm them." S .

One
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One of our valuable charter privileges
is this day to be exercifed. A privilege, to
which it 1s owing, that the province has of
her fons at the council-board ; men who
naturally care for our ftate, and who are
decply interefted in the confequences of
every public meafure. God grant that this
privilege may never be 'wrefted from us !
One way to prevent fo fatal an event, 1s to
make a wife ufe of this important truft,
to choofe “ out of all“the people able
« men, fuch as fear God, men- of truth
‘ hating covetoufnefs ;” who underftand
ourintereft,and havevirtue to purfueit. It
our prefent Councellors are fuch men, their
experience in public bufinefs will doubtlefs

give them a great advantage.

Wifdom and integrity are ajways necel~
fary to conititute a good ruler ; but when
the ftate of a people 1s perplexed and dif-
ficult, -1t requires more attention, and a
greater exertion of abilities; and. by thew
prudence and {teadinefs at {fuch times, ru-
lers make 1t evident, that they are qualified
for the truft repofed mn them. Such a cri-
tical feafon, if I miftake not, 1s the prefent ;
| o - ana
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and I cannot eafily be miftaken, when all
orders of men are {o generally alarmed, in
this and the other colonies, and appre-
hend their moft valuable privileges in dan-

ger,

T am far from impeaching the juftice of
the Britith Parliament. If any -alts have
pafs'd that feem hard on the colonies, we
ought to fuppofe, they are not owing to
any defign formed againft them, but to
miftakes and mlfreprefentatlons ---To you,
our honored, rulers, it belongs to relify.
fuch miftakes, in fuch ways as you fhall.
ihmk decent and proper..

Ou fathers dearly bought the prwﬂeges '
we enjoy. It is evident,when they left their
natwe land,.,,they thought the rights of“'
EnO‘h{hmen would follow them whexever
they fat down, and be tran{mitted to their
- pofterity; and we hope their pofterity have
done nothing to forfeit them. It was
kindly and juftly faid by Bifhop Burnet to
a New-England agent, as I find it deli-
vered before his excellent Son and théGen-
iﬂl’al Aifembly of this prg_vmcc *, ¢ That

L hc

\ Mr Prince’s Sermon preached before Governor Burnet-
i_fhhe Generql Aﬂ‘embly, July 25, 1728
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he would openly fland up for us, and not-
withftanding all the obloquy that would
be caft upon him for it, he would plead
our caufe; and when our charter fhould.
come to be confidered in the houfe of Lords,
he would there publickly declare,that there
was a greater facrednefs in the charter
of New—England than in thofe. of the cor-
porations in England ; for thofe were only.
alts of grace, wheleas the charte1 of New-
England was a contra& between the King
and the firft patentees ; wherein they had
promlfed to enlarge the king's dominions
on their own charges, prov1ded that they-
and their pofterity might enjoy fuch and"
fuch privileges : and now they. had per-
formed their part, for the king to de-
prive their pofterity of the privileges gran-
ted to them,would carry a face of injuftice
111 it.” Thus that great and good man.

We highly valuc our i:onnc&ion with

Great-Britain, there is perhaps not a man to
be found among us, who would w1ih to be

------

an cvent we are - grmed that there is any .,

thmg to creatc thc leaﬁ fufpwlon of want of
tendernefs
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tendernefs on their part, or of duty on our’s,
We hope there is no ground for either. We
truft our King and his Parliament will yet -
hear us and confirm our liberties and immu-
nities to us, And we earneltly pray that a
happy unton may fubfift between Great-
Britain and her colonies to the lateft pofte-
rity.

Our rulers are a part of ourfelves, they
look on the whole community is their bre-
thren, they have one common intereft with -
us..: We doubt not they feel for their people
in this difficult day, and will exert all their -
abilities in the prefent exigency.  Time has
been, when even darker clouds hung over
the. Britith colonies than thofe which now
threaten us § and the God of heaven has ap-
peared and diflipated them. His arm is not
fhortned that he cannot fave, his ear is not
heavy that he cannot hear. The friends of
Zion will not ceafe to pray, that our rulers
may ‘be l¢ad in a fafe and plain path; and
we truft they will them{elves im’plore the di- -
rcé'tlon and affiftance of him, who ¢ giveth

“ wifdom to the wife, and knowlege to them

“ that know underftanding.”- Happy wil it
be
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be for you, our honored fathers, if you are
the inftruments of prolonging our tranquility,
It will be an honor put upon you by theGod
of heaven : It will render you accepted of
the multitude of your brethren : You will
~ be efteemed and blefs'd while you live ; and
your names will be hadin grateful remem-
brance long after you have enter’d the world
of fpirits.

But whatever afpet this important affair
may have on our prefent or future profperity,
it is not all that calls for the attention of our
rulers.  He muft have but little underftand-
ing of the times, who does not fee that we
are in more danger from our internal vices,
than from any external impofitions. Our lux-
ury,CXtravagance' and intempefance threaten
our ruin. We live above ourfelves, we have
forfaken the fimplicity of our fathers in our
drefs,our furniture and our tables. We in-
port much that is abfolutely fuperfluous, that
tends only to feed our pride and vanity.
Some little private efforts have been made to
reform thefe evils,puflibly the legiflature may
find out {ome more effectual method to {up-
prefs our vices, and to encourage induftry,
frugality and fobricty. There
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There Was n],lJOh enqmry, I.am mformec]
m the laﬁ a{Temny, how!they might raife 5

’ | "1' Li

'*Ievenue from the fpirituous liquars that are
fc*{pended among us. . Can fothing be done

preventlthe {o ﬁec ufe-of them ? if not, .
thc glory is &epartcd we need nothing elfe

to make us a poor nnfera.ble people. T
e Our

F ¢ Of all the miferfes and plagues” fays the lﬁté excellent
Dr Stepbe:z Hales, ** that unhappy man has been incident
to;nohe wasiever fo effeftually dcﬂrqﬂwe as this,not even
thol'e three fore judgments of war, peftilence and famine ;

1Wlm:h after h*&vmg*raged for fome time, ceafe. -But this

- evil fpiritiis ap; tmrclemlng merc:lefa enemy, that threa-

. tens del’cru&mq rom geqeranoq to,gencration,— And yets
- has;not this caldinity. made ‘a furprizig advance: within
-twenty or ‘thirty. years.? Apd 15 It not daily fpreading far
“and wide, both™ at home, and in biir ‘colonies abroad ?

... WhHat then fribft Hettic end shereof (ayert it good God )
bat the final riin of this great and trading nation.” .

“The Dr. addsthe following note: - The ternble: defirudtion

;- . of human lives bg the- prevalhng ufe of Sp:r:ma.u L:guar.r,

appEars frem the following accounts.
“In-the year 1680, :the chiifténings,. withi the. s2mad
bills of mortality,were:np mpre than .-+ 5 - 747

From which fdiber, in 1700, thiey rofe to~ 14630

.And, more remarkably;in the year.1712,;(not-) - - |

) wlthﬂandmg Qﬂﬂcnr Axy’s ling war ) chey > 15660

"~ were advanced'td 7 e— 1 w— - e

From that time théy continually encreafed till 7

“the year 1724, when they amnumcd to no y 9370

¢ Jefs than S e } .

.Bat from that year, when the 1 of Spirituous)
L:gnm ‘became fo common, as to occafion a |

- ‘public reprefentation from the” college of |

~ phyficians the year following, inftead Of in- } 14320
. creafing -as formerly; they have camlnuallyJ

-r""-

- dsergafed, till they are now reduced, ‘at a me-
dmm for the three Jalt years, 10

Y b
g 2
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‘Our fathers in-the ¢ivil goverhment can
fcarce be fenfible how far and wide intempe-
rance-has {pread, efpecially among the lower
fort-of people. 1 doubt not their readinefs
to apply a remedy, if it is in their power
whether any can be found, is not for me to

ay.
H While

So that the year 1750 produced feawer chriften. -
ings than the jear 1700,

The Children iikewife that are born come in-
to the world, with fuch bad Conffitutions, that
being fickly and fecble, they die in prodi-
gious numbers under fve years ¢ld, And

. many <hiidren, inflead of being nourtthed
by wholfome food, are foon confumed by

- thele iiflammatory Spirits, which mult pe-
ceflarily deftroy a fabric {o very flight and
tender.

In London, the chriftenings for the laft sen years, |
‘were at a medium, ; — ) 14457

The children who died every year under far |
in the fame Period, were at a medium,  « .3

Wheres, ‘according to. Dv Hally’s Calculati-} . )

- on, the deaths under fix fhould have beenno » 6317

more than

10§90 -

P

The annual lofs by premature deal;hs of ans- -
weakly children = —— —— 4273
By fewer births ~ ~—— e §050 -

wiz. not all the city and {uburbs of Londop, | 9323

This {ofs, in one diftri¢t of the kingdom only,}

N. B. The above account of the deftruétion of the humar
fpecies, relating only o children under Jfive years of age,
is excluffue, of ALL that prodigious number of Englif fub-
jects above that age, whe continually dig by the fame
caule.
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. While our rulers are confulting the public
épod, and enquiring what this people ought
to do,it becomes us to fubmit to their autho-
rity, and to lecad quict and peaceable lives in
all godlinefs and honefty ; we ought to be
fubjcct to thefe minifters of God, not only
for wrath but for confcience fake.  QObedis

ence to rulers enters into religion ; byon un-

realonable oppofition to -them, we difpleale
God by whofe providence they arc piaced
OVer Uus.

The bufinefs of rulers is difficult enougl.
in itlelt, we ought not to encreafe their diffi-
cultics by a fa®ious turbulent behaviour. No
good ruler will be averfe to have his public
condué® examined, or find fault with decent

yemonftrances when they a& contrary to the

fenfe of ‘the community. But it is hard,
when they have done their beft,to be cenfur-
ed and reviled, and to have government made:
uncafy by the jealoufies and intrigues of dif-
contented men, who think nothing right but
what they do-themfelves ; and delight to raifc
fufpicions of defigns which arc the produc
of their own vain imaginations. We fhould
remember that rulers are men of like paffions,

and |
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and are in a flate of peculiar temptation, We

ought not to magnify their faults,but to bear
with their infirmities and overlook their mif-

takes, when we have reafon to think they
do not proceed from a bad heart. When
God has honored them by making them in-
ftruments of good, we ought not only to
revcrence, but to efteem and love them for

their works fake.

It would be well, if both rulers and peo-

vle would confider the brevity and uncer-
tainty of human life,and that account which

they muft all give of the things done in the
body. What a happy influence would this
have on their temper and condu& ! It would
lead rulers to improve every talent to the
“honor ofGod and the good of men. It would
lead fubje@s fo far as is pofiible,and as much
as in them lieth, to promote peace and union.
It would make us all f{ollicitous to approve
outfelves to God,and to get that {piritual un-
derftanding, which only can make us meet

for the inheritance of the faints in light,

i
"

AGE 2zo0. at the bottom, read, where fo much depends,
.. and the confequence of acling wrong is like to be o
fatal to &¢,



