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THE PREFACE.

T T 8w — - - - A — e e

THIS production is prefented to the Public not
as an exhibition of genius, or as containing any thing
perfeltly new. Sentiments will however be found
in it fuited to the times, and to the fituation and
peculiar circumftances of the Congregations for
whofe ufe it was defigned. One of thefe Congrega-
tions, I mean that of Kingefwood, to whom it was firft
delivered, had never before that period affembled to-
octher from the time of the demolition of their place
of worfhip by the rioters of the 14th of July lafk.
It was delivered to the Societies of the Old and New
Meetings, who, though not exaltly coinciding in reli-
sious opinion, have, by agreeing to differ in private
and lefs general points of chriftian doétrine, and to
meet and mingle with cach other in the public wor-
thip of Him who 1s equally the God of Mohamme-
danss, Jews, and Chriftians ; afforded the world a fpe-
amen of the poflibility of umting chriftian charity
with the full excrcife of private judgment.

If any praife be duc to the author of this Dif-
courle, it is derived not from any claim it has to
A2 originality,
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originality, but to the feafonable application of the
principles it inculcates. And though they may be
found in a thoufand different authors, a thoufand
times better exprefled, yet the occafion of their being
repeated, was quite novel in this country. Tl now
we all thought that perfecution had grown obfolcte
with the laws which countenanced it.

It 1s hoped that what is here given, will be found
uleful for every clafs of men, from the throne to the
cottage. And though the peculiar dogmas of no
{et are inculeated, it is prefumed the genuine difciple
of Jefus, whether he be of Calvin, of Luther, of
Arius, or Socinus, will find the true principles of
faith unfeigned, and of the pureft chriftianity recom-
mended and enforced. If all be true, ufcful, and im-
portant, and what ought to be again and again im-
prefled upon the mind of cvery believer in the gofpel,

the author is little folicitous about any thing new
and individual,

He is much morc f{olicitous to have the
public confider this as a fpecimen of what is de-
livered from the pulpit of the Unton CHAPEL, than
about any thing elfe. 'That the focieties which 3!
{femble in that place, are injured men, I think ne 1m-
partial perfon of any defcription, will dilpute. They
have all the rights of injured men about them. Yt
this is the fpirit, and if poflible, a fpirit more mild
than it is in the nature of this author to feel or to

deferibe, it has been the uniform endeavour ok
Al
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1]l the ftated minifters of this place, to recommend
and enforce with all the energy they were mafters of.
In proof of this, I appeal not merely to this Difcourfe,
but to one delivered at Carr’s-lane Meeting-houfe,
Augaft 7, 1791, by the Rev, R. Scholefield, and to
another, not indeed printed, but which muft be fill
frefh in the remembrance of all who heard ity and
of which the author was himfclf a hearer, by the

Rev. J. Coates, on the fubjcc? of cultivating peace with
all men.

‘T'he author of this Difcourfe as he was not one
of the fufferers in the late riots, muft be a ftranger to
their feelings, What he has advanced pointing 1 any
‘way to thofe fatal tumults, is the effelt of fympathy
not of experience. He ftands perfectly amazed at the
wickednefs of mankind ;—yet on the prefent occa-
fion, knows not whether he is to laugh at their folly,
or lament their depravity. In one refpect, however,
thourh it wi'l be confidered as a remote ong, [ am
a fufferer; to what amount I know not, and therefore
cannot bring an action for damages. Yet, though
my property has not been deftroyed, my perfon 1n-
{ulted, nor my reputation attacked by thofe who per-
petrated, or by thofe who at this inftant are giving
their fanStion to crimes which fhould not be named
among the minifters and difciples of Chrifty yet 1
have Ioft thofe affiftances, and that advantage which
I fhould have derived from perfonal intercourfe with
a man who, in the confeflion even of enmity itlclf,
muft rank amone the greatelt and moft pertect of

our
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our race. Whom not content with having driven
from the habitation of his choice——and that was
cruel enough, for the froft of age was gathering upon
his head——Whom not content with having hunted
forth, at the peril of his life, into the wide wilderncfs of
a rude world, bereft of the accumulated labours of his
youth, the fruits of which cannot be purchafed with
the coffers of thetreafury; is now held up as the origin
and fountain of all the corruption, diforders, and mis-
fortunes of Ninety-one. To have acted cruelly was
enough ; to defend fuch conduét at the expence of
lionour and even of truth itfelf, is a pitch of unblufh-
ing profligacy which would not be fuppofed poflible
to be found in any other regions, than thofe of black-
nefs and darknefs.

In a preface to the firlt of the above-mentioned
Difcourfes, a preface which does immortal honour to

the compofer; there is the following paffage :—

“ Truly concerned for the honour of a churck,
“ with whofe officiating clergy he held the moft in-
“ timate and friendly intercourfe, for the firlt feven-
¢ teen years of his own public miniftry; a church,
“ from particular members of which he has received
“ many proofs and inftances of marked and <il-
« tinguithed refpeét and kindnefs; the author has
« waited, with a friendly impaticnce, to fee a public
« meeting of its clergy and laity called, and as public
«a difavowal and abhorrence of the late rictous

« meafures (oftenfibly exerted in their fupport) ex-
« prefled.
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«prefied, Hitherto he has waited 1n vainj~but
« was he allowed to argue the cafe with them, and
« was even a member of their own body, he thould
« fay, that till this is done, i the moft open and
« unreferved manner, a Jafting ftain will remain upon
«the body at large Every thinking mind will foon
« difcover, that if the church ftands in need of fuch
« defenders—it is weak; if the church approves,
«or cven does not, in the moft explicit terms, con-
“ demn them---it 15 wicked.

« Had any of the churches of the cftablithment
“been burnt by accident, or through age required
“being pulled down and rebuilt, the Diffenters (if
“ neceflary) would, even before this time, have fur-
“nifhed them with every accommodation in their
“power¥,  And fhall not one expreflion of con-
“ dolance and fympathy come from a body, under
“whofe apparent aufpices, at leafty the whole of

“this harrid bufinefs has been tranfalted.

“ He would farther venture to forewarn them,
“without any gift of prophecy, that except a mea-
“fure of this kind is adopted, many of the wifer,
“ more-moderate, and thinking part of the church,
“will be inclined for ever to leave its communion.
“Perfecution, in the darkeft ages of the church,
“worc always an unfricndly afpect to its interelt;

‘““ # At Banbury, while the Church is rebuilding, the Diffen-
ters have offered the ufe of their Mecting to the members of the
Eftablifhment; it has been accepted, and the author is informed,
they attend public fervice in it at this day,”

K but
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“but the very idea of it (with the light which has
“now diffufed itfelf through Europe) will ftrike
“ many individuals with horror.”

Inftead of attending to thefe excellent hints, and
- following the manly advice here given, we have feen
a pamphlet,  fpeaking the SENTIMENTS, and wriftey
¢ awith the GENERAL CONCURRENCE and APPROBA-
“ 110N of the CLERGY of BIRMINGHAM,” in which
one falt has already been proved to be without founda-
tion, to the fatisfattion of the perfon who permit:ed
his name to appear in the title-page. "T'he apology
he has made, inftead of giving us a better opinion of
the remaining facts, 1s fuch as to render our {ufpicions
more broad and general. We are ready to call them
all pretended falts, and have little doubt of finding
them to be fo upon farther examination.

If any thing faid by the author here, or in any other
place, be deemed rafh, he trufts it will be found to
have flowed from the fervour of indignant honefty,
or the exultations of benevolence. He flatters him-
felf he is not infeCted with the cant of fells, or cir-
cumfcribed in his principles by local notions; at leaft
it has been his wifh that every thing advanced in the
following difcourfe fhouid be general as the pailions
and the feelings of his race.



A Difcourfe, &.

MATTHFW v. 22,

b s

BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH ARE PERSECUTED
FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE, FOR THEIRS IS
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN,

IN circumftances of tribulation and
diftrefs, it becomes us with more than ordi-
nary care to fortify our minds, and preferve
them from dejection, It certainly 1s the part
of a chnftian, like the firft followers of his
Mafter, to glory in fuffering—to rejoice him-
felf in tribulation—to exhort others to rejoice,
—to remain firm and unmoved amidit every
face of terror. Ior he of all men has not re-
ceived the fpirit of bondage again to fear;
but the {pirit of love, of power, and of a
found mind, From the conftant tenor of his

B Mafter’s



[ 2 ]

Mafter's inftruétions, from the manner in
which a world he came to refcue and to
blefs, rewarded his goodnefs, he 1s well aware
that it is no ftrange thing that a man in
this life fhould fuffer for doing no wrong, or
even for doing what is righteft and beft. In
fuch a cafe he is fully perfuaded, that it is his
privilege as well as duty to rejoice, 1nafmuch
as he 1s then a partaker of Chnift’s {ufferings,
that when the glory of his heavenly leadcr 1S
revealed, he may alfo b glad with exceeding
10Y. That if he be reproached for the name
of Chrift he 1s happy, for that then the fpirit
of glory and of God réfteth-upon him; for
though. on .the part of ;lus:.adverfaries God
may be evil fpoken of, yet on hzs part he 18
glorlﬁed

-

' .:Wlth peculiar propriety n¥dy the attention
of many to.whom I now addrefs myfelf be
called ‘to the words juft'tead. It is a fact
that. you- have :fuffered. both in your ciinds
and in your eftates; And for what? Your
melt implacable adverfaries cannot prove that
it was for the injurious treatment of - your

neighbours,
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neighbouts, or for any grofs immorality in
your conduét as individuals, The tongue of
{candal has not gall enough to put out the
luftre of your good name. The utmolt efforts
of defamation cannot avail to crafe from the
brealts of thoufands you have ferved, the re-
membrance of your uprightnefs, your can-
dour, and your generofity. -Every candid
petfon, whatever defcription of political or
theological fentiment he may have adopted,
will readily confefs that you have uniformly
maintained the charalter of kind neighbours,
aood citizens, and faithful fubjects. But I do
not appear. in this place on the one hand to
read the panegyric of your virtues, nor on the
other will I permit myfelf to launch out into
any accufations againft thofe who were the au-
thors of your fufferings. 1 have higher ideas of
the dignity of the office I fuftain, than will per-
mit me to delcend fo low as to réturn railing
for railing, and opprobrium for injury, In this
I will reftrain myfelf, nor for a moment indu]gé
in that invective to which my- natural temper

ftrongly prompts me. ‘I hear the inftrutive
voice of our divine Preceptor, founding in lofty

B 2 accents
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accents thofe fublime commands—< Love your
enemies”—< Blefs them that curfe you” —¢ Do
“ oood to them that baie you, and pray for them
K that dﬁypfquylbr z,_r/'e, and pez_*/ﬁrcutc you,”

1 am about to perform a far {uperior part
to that of inflaming your minds with anger
however -juft—a part which hypocrify would
hardly affume~] am about to be the inftru-
ment of teaching you how to bear and for-
bear ¥,

- Permit me, then, on the prefent occafion,
to turp to the paffage juft read, fo full of

*'® When preached to the fociety at Kingfwood, the exor-
46 dium ran thug; ¢¢ It affords me, fellow chriftians, a fatis-
¢¢ faltion peculiarly pleafing and exalted, to have an oppor-
4¢-tunity given me of addrefling you on the prefent occalion.

.« This is the firt time you have affembled together as a
¢ fociety of believers in Chrift fince the late unhappy and fatal
« tumults. Although ‘you may not have fuffered fo deeply

"« with refpe@ to your pofleflions as fome others; yet, no
.¢.daubt, the alarm you experienced when the place in whicli
"¢¢'you had long affembled was attacked and deftroyed by the
24§ Tude hands of baibariansj joined to the uneafinefs of mind
¢ you muft fecl on account of your friends at 2 neighbouring
“s¢.town, and the confidcration of the uncertain end of fuch
¢ diforders, with refpect both to yourfelves and others, mutt
‘¢ have made an impreflion on your minds fo deep as cannot
< 6on or eafity he cffaced.” When delivered in the Umon-
Chapel the exordium was the fame with that which appeais

‘in the text, - .
: 1n
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animation and encouragement to each fufferer
in the caufe of truth and righteoufnefs——
Blefled are they which are perfecuted for rightes
oufnefs fake, for theirs is the kingdom of beaven,

I will not by a long explanation of thefe
words detain you from the more important
confideration of their truth, LEvery one here
muft know what it 1s to be blefled or happy ;
that it means being in a ftate of fecurity and
enjoyment. Every one knows what 1t is to
be perfecuted; that it is to be abufed, out-
raged, treated with indignity or vioience on
account of adhering to the dittates ot con-
fcience, efpecially when they have refpeét to
matters of religion. We know, and have
feen, that this 15 no imaginary thing. In an
age more enlightened than any that have pre-
ceded it, and in a country which boafts of
higher refinement, of degrees of knowledge
and of liberty fuperior to that of any other
country exifting in this age of fuperior light;
I fay we have feen, nay fome of us have fel,
that perfecution is no phantom of the brain.

We have experienced that innocence 1s no
B 3 protection
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proteCtion againft injury—that a.man for
doing what every man’ ought to do, what
every chriftian is by his principles bound to
- do, namely, to promote the diffufion of what
he believes 1n his confcience to be moral and
religious truth; I again repeat that we know
from experience fuch a man may have his
cood name flandered, his property deftroyed,
his houfe, the facred afylum of every Bririfh
fubjed, invaded, profaned, and defolated, his
domeftic felicity and mental peace cruelly in-
terrupted, if not for ever deftroyed, and his
very life brought into imminent danger. For
a definition then of this term, I have only to
refer you to what you yourfelves, have in
your own perfons experienced.

What our text affirms 1s, that thofe who
are thus perfecuted for rightcoufnefs fake are
blefled, becaufe theirs is the kingdom of hes-
ven. That is to.fay, they either poffefs that
confcious fuperiority of mind which is fuffi-
cient to elevate them above every earthly joy,
and every earthly forrow, to fill them with
that heavenly peace which pafleth all under-

ftanding,
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ftanding, and anticipates the blifs of futurity,
(for our mafter’s words are. zheirs is, not their's
fhall be, &c.) or, their virtue 1s fufficient to
oive them an indifputable and undoubted title
to thofe 1mmortal rewards, to that everlaft-
ing joy of God, which is the portion of all

thofe who are the objeéts of his divine appro-
bation. | |

Suppoling then, that every one perfely
underftands the import of thefe words, without
wafting any of vour time in further explaining

themn, let us nmmediately proceed to enquire
mto their truth,

Bleffed are they which are perfecuted ?—
(methinks I hear fome one fay)—why that is
impoffible ! Youtell us blefled, means happy ;
and how can that man be faid to be happy
whofe property is confidered as the lawful prey
of any fon of violence and of plunder that fhall
pleafe to feize upon or deftroy it? How can

be be happy who is every moment liable to
be burnt out of houfe and home, who knows

not whether he fhall be able to fecure his wife
and children from the rapacious invader of

B 4 his
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his peace, and who is himfelf uncertain where
he can find fafety ?

Methinks the objettor to this doltrine
proceeds and afks—Can a man look on his
manfion, the abode of peace, becaufe it was
the abode of order and of innocence, can he
fee it difmantled, ruined, levelled with the
ground? Can he behold the fpot where once
his garden f{miled, the orchard, whofe trees
at once afforded him fruit and fhelter, can he
contemplate upon the little paradife the la-
bours of his youth had planted, and thofe of
his riper years matured ;—behold it deformed
or deftroyed by the favage inroad of ruffians,
and yet be happy? Can he find himfelf
driven and excluded from the place where
every ruftling breeze bade him welcome ;—
from the manfion whofe very doors as they
turned on their hinges hailed his arrival—
every room and every corner of which were
remembrancers of blefling, which contained
the total of his temporal treafures, at leaft the

chief fumns in their amount—every thing that
gave the livelieft zeft, the higheft relith to his
prefent exiftence,—~can he behold thefe dif-

figured
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fisured and demolifhed, prefenting a picture
of ruin, a {cene of filent horror, and rendered
fo for no crime of his own, and yet be happy ?
Can a man, proceeds he, be immured in the
dark walls of a prifon, be loaded with fetters,
plunged into the depth of a gloomy cell;
or finally be unjuftly arraigned at the partial
bar of his enemies, by an iniquitous fentence
condemned to fuffer, can he be led to tor-
ments and to death, and yet account himfelf
blefled ? I fhould conceive, therefore, the doc-
trine you are endeavouring to cftablifh, quite
contrary to truth and reafon., For I fhould
efteem him the happy man who is tranquil,
eafy in his circumftances, fecure with refpect
to his perfon and property, beloved by his fa-
muly, and honoured by his neighbours and ac-
quaintance, profperous in his undertakings,
and at peace with all the world.  Should you
pronounce Juch an one to be blefled, I fhould
perfetly and with cafe comprehend your
meaning. But the connection between bleffed-
wefs and perfecution, 1 confefs mylelf to be
deftitute of organs to difcover. In affirming
that it is a very happy thing for men to be
grieved and afflicted without any juft caufe,

to
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to be loaded with reproach, and driven from
their habitations; to have their property de-
{troyed, their peace of mind broken, and their
very lives endangered is, to me, language 2
hittle paradoxical. It 1s hke telling me, 1€ 1
wifh to know what true enjcyment is, 1 muft
feek it by fubmitting to undergo the tortures
of the inquifition,—or if I would fleep with
peculiar pleafure, inftead of finking in heaps
of down, or reclining on beds of rofcs, to get
myfelf ftretched on the rack, or broken on the
wheel. Or by way of heisghtening my pleafurs,
of making the happinefs more complete by
a more gencral diffufion of 1t, to contrive that
my friends and relations together with myfelf
fhould fall the the vitims of intolerance ina
repetition of the maffacres of France or of
Ireland, the burnings of Smithficld, or the
executions at Thorne. In fhort, to affirm,
Blefled are they which are perfecuted, appears
to me lietle better than faying, though not
exaltly in fo many words, Pain 15 Plafure,

Mifery 1s Happinefs, and Death, Life.

Now though fomething like this might be
fuppofed the diftate of the moment in the

mind
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mind of one who had never attended to the
fubject, a more attentive examination of this
doctrine of our Saviour will abundantly farisfy
each impartial enquirer, of its truth and rec-
fonablenefs,

Bleffed are they which are perfocuted for
righteoufucfs fake, for thetrs is the kingdemn of
beaven.—Yes, let them be perfecuted fo as to
lofe every thing that 15 accounted valuable in
this life, and to the lofs even of life Lﬁ:l and
our Matter’s words will be found licerally true
in every circumftance and dcgree.

The dottrine of our text muit however be
taken up upon principles purely chriftian;
fince on any other grounds 1t might be diffi-
cule to eftablifb and fupport 1ts cruth.  This
is one of the peculiaritics of the chriftian faith.
And it is moft devoutly to be withed that the
tribe of thofe who are fo hot about dogmas
and doCtrines no where to be difcoveied in
the writings of evangelifts and apoftles, would
with the fame degrec of warmth take up this,
which is really peculiar to chiiftianity, And

then
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then by confequence, inftead of perfecuting
others, they would be employed in learning
how to endure perfecution themfelves,

In proving this harfh dorine, I fhall con-
tent myfelf with enlarging a little upon the
three following heads of difcourfe.

I. That nothing either in man or that be-
longs to man, 1s valuable any farther, than as
it 15 connefted with Virtue; or as our text

ftyles it, Righteoufnefs.

IT. ‘That therefore every thing which be-
longs to man, 1s to be given up rather than
his Virtue. That he ought to part with his
very life rather than defert the caufe of trnth
and right ;—that by confequence what our
Lord here affirms muft be literally true. For
he who is perfecuted for righteoufnefs fake,
muft be righteous. Hypocrify would not
endure it. He muft be righteous in an emi-
nent and diftinguifhing degree, or he would
fcarcely be marked out as a victim by the

foes of righteoufnefs.
Now
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[1I. Now granting that we are blefled in
proportion to our viitue or righteoufnefs, and
that he who is moft perfecuted for righteoulnefs
fake, has made the higheft attainments in vir-
tue, it follows that he mult be blefied and
blelt above the lot of thofe whofe virtues,
though eftimable, are not of that higher order
which excite the perfecuting fpirit.  This will
ftrike the mind {till more forcibly when we
reflect, that Chnift who had authority to make
declarations refpecting that future ftate which

he came to reveal, exprefsly faith that zhesrs
is the kingdom of beaven,

What we firft affirm 1s, that nothing either
in Man, or that belongs to Man, is valuable

any farther than as it is connected with Virtue
or Righteoulnefs.

It will on all hands be allowed that there is
nothing valuable to us but only as it'is a means
ether mediately or immediately of making us
more happy. We fet no ftore by things
which contribute nothing to our enjoyment,
which arc neither beneficial in their own na-

ture
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ture nor in our efteem. For inftance, you do
not cherith the weeds which grow on your
foil. You do not make hot-beds for netties
and thiftles. You do not fill your barns with
pebbles, and your granaries with fand.  Yeu
take no pains to get or to preflerve thofe things
which are, which can be of no {fervice to you;
which you neither eat, nor wear, nor ufe. And
you value things in exact propbrtion’ to the
benefit or pleafure which you attually derive,
or expett to derive from their poffeffion. You
value the grain more than you do the chaff or
the {traw that 15 connected with 1t.  You pre-
fer the rich and fertile foil to the barren and
unproductive heath, You will not part with
the fatted ox fo cheaply as the lean calf. And
I afk, If you were obliged by the oppreffion
of fome powerful and head-ftrong oppreflor to
part with a portion of your property 1n order
to preferve the whole, what would you {ooneft
chule to facrifice, and what would you longeft
keep? You would wiilingly give up your
ftraw and your chaff in order to keep your
grain. You would fuffer your old and lean,
and Jame catile to be taken from you, if that

would
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. would preferve your young and ftrong, and

well-%ed.  Provided the eftate were your own,
you would _fuffer the buildings on it to be
deftroyed, rather than that the eftate icfelf
hould be taken fiom you. And all your
poficflions of every kind to be wrefted from
you and deftroyed, it that would preferve
your own life, and that of your wife’s and
children. And why would you do thefe things;
but becaufe 1n ali thefe cafes that which you
would chule to preferve, 1s moft valuable to
vou; and 1t s therefore moft valuable, becaufe
it contributes moft to your happinefs.

It 15 clear that i all the inftances above-
cied, you would act a wife part if yvou acted
in the manner juft mentioned.

Now carry this mode of reafoning and
acting a little farther, and fuppofe yourfelves
cilled vpon to facrifice your principles of

vittue and religion, or give up your carthly
polieflions—to act bafely and wickedly or lofe

jour lives—what would you do? If you ated
igreeably to reafon and confcience, which
meafure would you adopt? Why you would

give
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give up your goods, your friends, your wives,
your children, aye, and your own /fves too,~
For I prefume if, from principle you could
give up the former, you could find no diff-
culty in doing the latter. And why would
you do this ? but becaufe none of thefe things,
nerther our land, your money, your friends,
your wives, your children, nor even your life
itfelf would be of any value to you, if you gave
up your integrity, 1if you renounced your vir-
tue, if you loft all regard to righteoufnefs ?

For let us but confider a little what virtue
or righteoufnefs 1s, and we fhall quickly dif-
cern the wifdom of fuch conduct, It is the
higheft exercife and improvement of reafon.
The 1ntegrity, the harmony, and juft balance
of the affettions. The health, ftrength, and

beauty of the mind, It is the only fecure
poffeflion of man. It bids defiance to ruin

and to death. The fweeping whirlwind, the
outrageous ftorm, pale famine, wafting pel-
tilence, and all the thoufands ills to which
weeping humanity 1s liable, cannot deprive
us of this eternal poffeffion. It is a precious

jewel which cannot be deftroyed, or eves
injured,
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injured by the total deftruction of the cafket
which contains it,

Whoever then parts with this, parts with
every thing that 1s peaceful and happy. He
parts with that, the place of which nothing
elfe can fupply. He parts with that which is
of all other things moft valuable ; and without
which no other thing is of intrinfic worth,
however coftly. |

Befides, every chriftian will allow there is
no fecure or permanent happinefs in any thing
but in the favour of that eternal God, who is
the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever, with-
out variablenefs or fhadow of turning. And
every chriftian muft know that only by the

practice of righteoufnefs is the favour of the
Almaghty to be fecured.

In his perfettions alone can we find a fure
retuge and refting place. Every thing elfe
which we pofiefs, or can pofiibly obtain, is vain
and fluttuating, and unfatisfattory. Riches
make to themfelves wings and flee away.

C Honour
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Honour and applaufe are equally uncertain,
empty as a puff of wind, as eaflily diffipated as
the light clouds of morning. Power, attended
at the beft with anxiety and trouble, can afford
no folid pleafure unlefs it be virtuoufly exer-
cifed, and then not invariably. It is kept at
the expence of much expofure to envy, and
hatred, and revenge, is a grand {ource of
temptation and corruption, and by a {udden
reverfe of fortune, is eafily taken from us.
Senfual pleafure, 1n its belt form, 15 momen-

tary, if indulged into excefs, never fails to in-
duce difeafe and infamy.

The 1mpotency of the world confidered as
an auxiliary has been too often difcovered, to
need at this time, any formal demonftration.
We may with greater certainty expect it to be
our foe, than to be affited, efpecially in an
hour of extremity, by the accefs of its fupport.
Indeed, we can put no truft in princes, ner in
any child of man; becaufe, whether irend,
brother, wife, or parent, there is no help in
them; or if there be, that help is vam.
But, unfupported by any human power, he

that
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that doeth the will of God, fhall abide for
ever,—fhall fecure the unipezkable bleffings
of immortality. And compared with this,
every other acquifition mult appear infinitely
little, mult dwindle into nothing—into lefs
than nothing. Righteoufnefs then, which in
f2&, confifts in the performance of the will of
God, muft be efteemed the moft valuable of
all the pofleflions of man.

IT. Our fecond poficion which immediately
follows from our firft, was, That every thing
which belongs to man, to his very life, 1s to be
hazarded and given up, rather than he fhould
defert the caufe of truth and right.

This is a fentiment fo clearly founded in
reafon, that unlefs my memory fails me, 1t was
adopted by the wife and virtuous among the
heathens. But viewed in the light of chrii-

tianity, nothing can be more clear.

The gofpel of Chrift hath brought life and
immortality to light. It proclaims a day of

future retribution, in which God will judge
cC 2 the



[ 20 )
the fecrets of all hearts by the man whom he
hath appointed, that every one fhall then re-
ceive according to the deeds done in the body,
- whether they have been good, or whether they
have been evil.  That the wicked fhall, with-

out refpet of perfon, be punithed ; and the
richteous only rewarded.

Now, my friends, I addrefs myfelf to you,
as to chriftians, who ought always to view
things in the light which chriftianity affords. I
afk then, If you only followed the di€tates of a
rational {elf-intereft ; which is to be preferred,
mortality, or immortality—death, or life—
mifery or happinefs ? Which is moft to be
efteemed, Corruption, or incorruption—the
company of the foolith and the wicked, or
that of the wife and the juft everlafting
fhame and contempt, or that crown of glory
‘which thall never fade away. If you prefer
the latter to the former, I afk again, How are
they to be fecured? What qualification muft
he pofiels who would obtain them ? Certainly,
Righteoulnefs. 'Without holinefs, which is the
fame thing, 70 man fhall fee the Lord., None

of
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of the pradtifers of fraud, cruelty, and revenge,
—none of the abettors of unrighteoufnefs, if
they die impenitent, thall be admitted citizens
of the New Jerufalem, wherein dwelleth
righteoufnefs, and into which any thing that
defileth fhall 1n no wife enter. If then, righte-
oufnefs will make us happy for ever, and only
righteoufnefs, 1s it not plain, that we had
better forfeit every thing fooner than that?

For 1s mifery (I would make this quite
fatistactory, 1f I could, to the meaneft under-
franding) 1s mifery, in point of value, to be
compared with happinefs—is death to be com-
pared with life—is the favour of man to be
compared with the favour of God—is time,
a fhort, quick fleeting moment of time, to be
compared with the countlefs years of the end-
lefs ages of eternity ! Is darknefs to be com-
pared with hight—pain and anguifh with eafe
and enjoyment——weeping and wailing, and
gnathing of teeth in the company of fiends and
fiend-like men, to the participation of thofe
exquifite delights which flow from the fountain
of blifs, in an unceafing and perpetually fwelling

C 3 flood,
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flood, and that in the happy company of angels
and jult men made perfedt, with Chrift, the
mediator of the new covenant, and the general
affembly of the church of the firft-born, tr-
umphant in heaven, full of knowledge, bene-
volence, purity and integrity ; there to dwell
for ever and ever. If any one of thefe things
will bear a comparifon in point of value with
the other, then 1s not righteoufnefs that moft
excellent and precious pofleflion we juft now
proved it to be. In that cale, facrifice your
confcience to quietnefs, your religious prin-
ciples to the opinions of the world. Then
gratify your lufts at the expence of your vir-
tue. Then be more afraid of what man can
do unto you, than of the jult vengeance of
Almighty God. Then keep your lands, and
your pofieflions, and your riches, and your
fame, and give up your Ged, your Saviour,
and your foul. Shun the generous conduét
of prophets, apoftles, confeffors and martyrs—
and be athamed of Jefus Chrift and of his
gofpel, and be afraid of a little perfecution.
But though I thus fpeak, I will not believe
you gullty of fuch, not merely unchriffian but

i anly
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mmanly conduct. I am very fure you have
not fo learned Chrift, as not to think that this

world and this life, and every thing they can
beftow, are unworthy of a thougnt when they
come 1n competition with that eternal weight
of glory, which will be the inheritance of each
genuine difciple of his, in thofe manfions he 1s
gone to prepare. And believing this, you are
convinced that every thing is, without the
imalleft demur, to be hazarded—to be chear-
fully given up rather than part with our in-
tegrity, or defert the caufe of truth.  Since if
we depart from truth and right, we exclude
ourfelves from the participation of that life
and immortality which Chrift will never Le-
ltow upon thofe who relinquifh his caule,

I11. Our third pofition follows direttly

from the fecond, namely, that the words of
our Mafter mutt be true; and he muft be

happy, or blefled, who is perfecuted for
righteoufnefs fake.

Not however that we fhould confider it
as a pleafant and agrecable thing to be
C 4 perfecuted ;
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perfecuted; for then we fhould provoke perfe-
cution, which by another command, we are
obliged to take all proper means to avoid.

No; the bleflednefs of thofe who are
perfecuted for righteoufnefs fake, confifts in
their poffefling a degree of virtue fo eminent
as to excite perlecution, and by doing a more
fubftantial piece of fervice to the caufe of
truth and religion, in the chearful endurance
of that perfecution which they fuffer, purcly
from their attachment to righteoufnefs, and

which by relaxing from the ftrictnefs of their
integrity, they might have avoided.

We have fully demonftrated that righte-
oufnefs is incomparably the moft valuable of all
human pofieflions. Nothing can be platner,
than that he who is perfecuted for righteouf-
nefs fake, muft be in pofleffion of righteouf-
nefs., It is not in the nature of a hypocrite
to endure perfecution. It is the higheft and
moft fublime kind of virtue that provokes
perfecution. Of this no laboured proof s
neceffary, It is what every hiftory will tell

Us,
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us. It is what any attentive obferver of
what daily pafles before his eyes, mult have
often witnefled. Molt certainly you are not
now to be told of this, as though it were a
ftrange and novel occurience. In this cafe
there may be a defect in judgment; but ic
appears to me, that thofe who are perfecuted
on account of their virtue, and at the fame
time chearfully endure that perfecution, are
in the pofieffion of the highelt kind of virtue;
becaufe 1t is plainly difinterefted. For there
is good reafon for thinking that every kind of
goodnefs would not excite perfecution; nor
every degree of virtue endure i1t. Even 1n
the garden of God there are fome fair flowers
that flourith, and look pleafant to the eye,
which would fhrink away and utterly penfh
beneath the cold blafts of perfecution. There
are men of fuch fort, as in times of peace
and tranquillity, appear, and perhaps are, very
earneft in the caufe of truth and virtue, and
ftill for a time they fo continue, tll fome
perfecution or trouble fhall arife for the fame,
and then they are gone, they will no longer
abide by it. If they lofe a httle, and are

likely,
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likely, by continuing zealous and refolute to
lofe more, a man of this kind ftraightway
yieldeth. He will not ftand againft 1t, but
immediately will follow, and go forwards with
the greatelt number. But the true and
cenuine friends of righteoufnefs, do not fo,
They better know its value and importance,
from the very circumftance of their being
altually in pofleflion of it. Thefe, therefore,
at all hazards abide by their principles.  Are
content to lofe their riches, wife, children,
friends, and reputation, yea, and their own
lives alfo for the fake of God, and his mott
holy word. Now this firmi and unaccomo-
dating temper, thefe features of hardihood,
which cannot be abafhed, appalled, or foothed,
by the flatteries or the terrors of their perfe-
cutors, is often found to produce no other
effe@t, than that of inflaming their adverfaries
the more, and rendering the violence of their
perfecution the greater. So that in fuch
times, the more eminent a man s in virtue,
the more violent and inflamed will be the
rage of his perfecutors. So that as nothing
can be plainer than that every man who is

perfecuted
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nerfecuted for righteoufnels feke mult be
blefled, being in poffeflion of that moft valu-
able of all things on account of which he is
perfecuted—and that fince in bearing it with
chearfulnefs and fortitude, ke performs the
beft fervice to the beft of caules, and pratifes
the higheft and moft difinterefted virtue, and
by that means fecures that glory and reward
which will not be given to inferior charatters ;
fo we may in general afiirm, that the more
he s perfecuted on the fcore of righteoufnefs,
the more bleffed he muft be.  For righteoul-
nefs being the moft valuable of all things, and
the only means of obtaining permanent hap-
pinefs, he who has the moft eminent degree
of it, although it may expofe him to much
greater fufferings in his life, than ever did
befal the moft miferable of our kind, and
which by relaxing a little in his duty, he
might have efcaped, mult be of all men the
moft blefled, taking the whole of his exiftence
mto confideration, It therefore follows that
our Lords words, Blefled are they which are
Peifecuted for vighteoufuefs fake are true, and

that
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that in every circumftance that can be mep.
tioned, or even conceived. Indeed it cannot

admit of a doubt that truth and righteoufnef;
muft in the end, overpower and annihilate
every opponent, and gamn the compleateft
victory over fin, and death, and mifery.

The number of righteous men in the
world is, we hope, by no means {o {mall s
appearances may fugge(t. But all good men
are not equally eminent in that higheft order
of the virtues, by which felf is annihilated, and

the man with all his powers becomes devoted
to the glory of his maker, and the difinterefted
love of his kind, Nor ought we to wonder
that there fhould be different degrees of

goodnefs (I mention this, becaufe fome good
men ufe a kind of language,. which leads th
hearer to fuppofe a man may from the vilelt
finner, inftantly become the moft eminent
faint, by what they call converfion) in different
men, any more than in others of the works of
God. You have for inftance, a confiderable

quantity of good land, but fome even of that
g00(
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oood land is richer, and more ferule than
;thcrs. You have many good fruit trees,
hut fome of them excel the reft in higher
favour, or greater quantity of the fruit they
produce. In a bright night we may obferve
one ftar to differ from another ftar in glory,
And thus, though there are many righteous
men, yet {ome are diftinguifhed above others
by their greater excellence and higher attain-
ments, This diftinCtion of charaters is
pointed out by our Lord, and in this very

chapter, though not in exprefs terms. The
benedictions he here delivers may be con-

idered as an alcending {cale of excellence.

They conftitute the ladder of Jacob, every

ltave of which brings us fo much nearer
heaven, or {o much higher in it.

Our Saviour here gives us no lefs than
eight different defcriptions of blefled people.
He firft pronounces the poor in fpirit to be

among the happy. Meaning, moft probably,

luch as are content with a little, or who being
rich, are devoid of all haughtinefs ; capable of

condefcending
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condelcending to the poor, and of {fympathizing

with them, as being touched with the feeling
of their infirmities. He then bleffes thofe
that mourn; i. e, who are full of pity and
compaflion for the pains, the weaknefles, and
faillings of others, or of regret for their own
fins and imperfections. The meek—thof:
that hunger and thirft afrer righteoufuefs,
The mercitul—The pure 1n heart—and the
peace-makers, are all feverally pronounced
bleffed or happy. But ftill he fcems to have
confidered all of thefe (and if there were time
reafons might be afligned for it) I fay by his
expreffions refpeéting the character in our
text, he feems to have confidered all thefe
foregoing ones as inferior to it in point of
moral and religious excellence. He places
this at the top of his fcale. It is that end of
the ladder which hides itfelf 1n the i}{ies.

Jefus Chrift not only faith, ¢ Bleffed aie
they which are perfecuted for righteoufnefs
{ake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

That does not with {ufficient force exprels the
greatnefs



L 3t ]
greatnefs of his conceptions with regard to the
charater of confeflors and martyrs. He ad-
dreffes limfelf to his difciples as to perfons
particularly interefted in this part of his dif-
cow{e, and faith, Bleffed are ye wheir men fhall
revile you, and perfecute you, and fhall foy alf
manner of evil againft you falfely for my fake, He
reiterates this fentiment—there 1s a difcernible
fwell in his ityle—his language affumes a
higher tone of elevation and f{pirit, when he
proceeds to fay, Rejoice and be exceeding glad,
for great is your reward in heaven, for fo perfe-
aited they the prophets which were before you.
As though to be perfecuted for righteoufnefs
fake, were the higheft pitch of digpity to be

attained on earth, the very top and fummit of
human glory.

Thus have we fhewn, it is hoped, to the
fatisfaction of all, the truth of this apparently
trange doCtrine of our Saviour. We are all
then, by confequence, fully perfuaded that it is
a privilege and not a difadvantage, to fuffer in
the caufe of truth and of religion. There are,
indeed, two other lights in which thefe words

of
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of our Saviour may very properly be regarded,
namely, as a prophecy, and as a promife. But
on thefe we have not at prefent time to infift,
We will therefore clofe this Difcourfe with a
few remarks applicable to the fubject.

[. While we live 1n this world, it is
plainly neceflary that we beftow a reafonable
attention upon the body, 1n order to provide
whatever may be ufeful for its health and {up-
port. To think of eradicating or deftroying
the appetites, would be to make fure of the
deftruction of our bodies. They often ferve
as indexes to point out our way through the
wildernefs of life. Much ufeful information
may be derived from them. The point we
ought therefore to have in view, is fo to con-
duét and regulate them as beft to anfwer the
wife ends for which they were generated in our
nature; in fuch a manner as that we may not
defire houfes or land, or riches, or power, or
honour, or any other temporal good more
than the promotion of the glory of God, and
the good of our neighbours,

That
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That every living creature fhould have in
its make a {trong defire to preferve life, was
neceflary.  But in rational beings, all natural
inftincts are to be under the controul of reafon.
The fupertor faculty 15 to govern the inferior.

Now it is evident from what has been
faid, that there may be many cafes, in which
reftitude and propriety may require us to get
over the inftinctive love of life, as well as
to conquer the influence of the other natural
affeftions. Whoever loves life more than
virtue, religion, or his country, is guilty of a
grofs abfurdity, in preferring that which is of
lefs confequence to that which 1s of greater.
We fhould always make it our endeavour, to
view things 1 the hght they may be fuppofed
to appear in to the all comprehenfive mind,
knowing, that the nearer we approach to this,
the more exat will be our apprehenfions,
But I cannot bring myfelf to believe that my
life appears to the fupreme mind of fuch vaft
importance, that it ought to be preferved to
the prejudice of facred and eternal truth,
That it is better the people fhould perith for
one man, than one man for the people.

D If
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It the heroes and fages among the hea-
thens, who had no fuch certain profpect of 2
future ftate as we have, or at leaft may have,
if they, whofe views of an exiftence to come,
were rather ftrong defires than fure and well
founded hopes; if they could fhow fuch a
contempt of the prefent life as to give it up
with joy and triumph for the fervice of their
country, and for the fake of truth, of which
hiftory furnithes us with inftances almoft in-
numerable; it were to be expected, that in
the contempt of life we fthould greatly exceed
them. But this to our thame, is far from being
the cafe, at leaft in general. Many indivicuals
have given glorious proofs of the contrdty.
And if none of us have as yet attained to this
height ihour progrefs towards chriftian por-
feftion, let us ftill ftrive after it—let 1t be our
endeavour continually to preferve our minds
in fuch a ftate, as fhall enable us to bear with
chriftian patience and chriftian joy, all that the
ill-will -of our adverfaries dare inflit upon us.

II. From the bleflednefs and reward ot

bearirig -petfecution well, we may learn the

folly of entertaining any thing like a revenge-
ful



[ 35 1

ful temper againft thofe, who at any time, on
account of our principles, evilly entreat us.
In perfecuting us, our enemics do us a favour
—give us an opportunity of performing the
higheft of all duties, that of forgiving and
loving our enemies, and of doing good in
return for evil. This indeed muft be acknow-
ledged the nobleft revenge that can be taken,
—it 1s the only revenge I recommend to you,
my friends. For would you punifh the {pite-
ful, thew him that you are fuperior to his
malice ;—the dart he threw at you, will then
rebound and perce himielf to the heart,

III. Would we find fupport under cir-
cumftances of calammty and affliction, let us
ltudy the religion of Jefus. The only rational
ground of confolation amid the various dif-
trefles of life, 1s the confideration that our
religion propofes a politive reward for bearing
with dignity and improving by afliGtion-—
and at the fame time, furnithes the mind with
tufficient grounds for the belief that afflictions
are In truth our greateft bleflings, and proofs

D 2 as
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as certain of the divine favour, as more pala.
table gifts,

IV. If perfecution, fellow chriftians, be 2
privilege— if it be the higheft honour we can
in this life attain, to be thought worthy of
enduring it, then let no perfecution we have
hitherto met with, damp our zeal---let it
rather, fince it cannot be direCted to higher
objects, be rendered more active and fervent.
Are not TRUTH, and LIBERTY, and RELIGION,
the deareft of all things---more valuable than
life and all its joys? Ought we not then, to
arm ourfelves with fortitude, and a {ound
mind? To put on the whole armour of Gud,
that we may be able to fland in the evil day?
And having done all, to fland ¢ Surely we ought.

-Let us remember that the condefcenfion
of our God is wonderful. ‘That his goodnefs
knows no bounds. That if we will be his
fervants, he will be our God., If we nonour
him, he will honour us. That as faft as we
engage qurlelves to him, fo faft will he bind

himfelf
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himfelf to us. His favours increafe with our

zeal and fervice, Let the world think and
fay what 1t will of us---he will be pleafed with
our honeft endeavours to {erve his caufe; and -
will abundantly reward them. For though
we difclaim, as much as any, all merit, though
our beft fervices are nothing but what we
ought to perform, and although we muft
even, when we have fulfilled every command,
acknowledge ourfelves very unprofitable fer-
vants; yet while we continue to pay an unre-
ferved obedicnce to the precepts of the gofpel,
we fhall not be neglected and defpifed, nor go
difowned and unrewarded; probably not even
in this life, certainly not in that which is to
come. While we thus do our duty, the per-
feCtions of God are to all intents and purpofes
our own. They are continually employed on
our behalf, His veracity is pledged for the
performance of the grant, that he will do and
give all that 1s neceffary for our fupport and
afety, for our comfort and bleffednefs,

It our religion be purer than that of
others, and we have fuffered in confequence

of
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of having ftood forth in its fupport—let s
remember, that zeal and faithfulnefs will be
honoured in a diftinguifhing manner by the
Almighty; efpecially when thefe are pure and
unmixed with pride and felfithnefs; when
love to God, and goodnefs is the reigning
paffion, and other principles are ftriCtly guarded
againft and carefully fupprefied. You ought
td rejoice in the opportunities that are now
given you, and which are given, not for
nothing, but to be improved, of exercifing and
difplaying the excellence of your faith, the trial
of which is abundantly more precious than
that of filver or of gold, which perifhes. And
thus, you will recommend more effectually,
than in any other way, the principles which
you have adopted, in preference to thofe wiich
are more popular and reputable. For there is
a beautiful fimplicity 1n religion unadulterated.
It is an amiable, it is 2 venerable thing, and
hardly ever fails of commanding refpect even
from perfons of the worft charatter, efpecialiy

when the wifdom of the ferpent is joined with
the innocence of the dove. Such a fpirit and

converfation, will bear a ftrong and convincing
teftimony
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~ teftimony to the.reality of religion, And
- however this may be, as we have lately feen,
it has been traduced by the falfe, mifrepre-.
ented by the artful, and run down by the
violence and malignity of the times; vyet
depend upon it, fteadinefs and refolution in
the caufe of religion, arifing from genuine
principles of love and zeal for the glory of
our heavenly Parent, will have their effet.
They cannot fail to firike the minds of many,
and force them to gtve religion 1ts juft praife.

Laftly. Let us endeavour to imbibe more
and more of the true fpiric of chriftianity.
Let us call to remembrance the times of the
years that are paft. Let us alk, Where is that
fpirit and encrgy, which appeared fo wonder-
fully in thie. purity and zeal of prophets and
apoftles; which refined their fpirits and ex-
alted them to fo near a refemblance of the
bleffed and all perfect God ;—that made them
{0 entirely and abfolutely devoted to the caufe
of truth and of religion :—~that warmed their
breafts with univerfal love, and made them

fo bufy, active, zealous, and faithful ;—~-which
D 4 rendered




[ 40 ]

rendered them {o chearful and unwearied in
their work, that they feemed all hfe, vigour,
and energy ;—which ‘caufed them fo to a&,
as though they had nothing elfe to do, but

honour to their creator, and fervice to their
kind?

However, let not pride and paffion bias
us on the one hand; neither felf-love nor the
fear of man on the other. Far be it from us,
to be afraid of cenfure and reproach. Ever
let us value peace and purity n our con-
{ciences, the honour and approbation of God,
and the good, efpecially the everlafting good,
of our neighbours more than all worldly con-
fiderations whatever. Let us be concerned
to poffefs our minds with a belief in the
exiftence and perfections of God, in the ge-
nuinenefs of the gofpel and the validity of its
promifes, fo ftrong as fhall enable us to bear
up in every tempeft that may arife, and keep
us from being afraid or athamed of bearing
our public teftimony in behalf of liberty,
truth, and religion; againft tyranny, falfhood,
and vice, 1n every circumitance and fituation,

Then,
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Then, as a rock, may we ftand falt againft all
oppofition. 'Then, through our whole courle,
we may fupport with decency, with dignity,
the honour of the chriftian charaéter. Thus,
immoveable in our purpofe, undaunted by any
face of danger, let us perfevere to the end
of our courfe, rejoicing in tribulation, till at
length, when the meflfenger of death fhall
jummon us from the arduous ftrife, we may
die like good fervants of God, and faithful
foldiers of Jefus Chrift, with our arms in our
hands, I mean thofe of found reafon and well-
grounded faith, and a confcience void of
offence ;---fure of receiving an ample reward
among the defenders of virtue and liberty, on
the other fide of the grave.---Strive, then,
fellow citizens, from this moment,---firive to
do all you can to recover the dying caufe of
goodnefs, if it be dying;---to ftem this inun-
dation of bigotry, falthood, and wickednefs,
which is burft forth in a flood, which not
ltopped or diverted in time, will overwhelm
and defolate our miferable country. Arife,
ye friends of truth:—Stand forth :—Exert

yourfelves,
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yourfelves,——let the world know that yoy
are on the fide of truth: and let the world be
obliged to confefs, that the courage of the
good 1s more formidable than the impudence
of the wicked. Paint virtue in your conduct

and with vour attions, juft as the 1s,  Let her
heavenly form be perfomfied in every cha-

racter to which I now addrefs myfelf. Fetch
down departing religion, facred, venerable,
pure, and undefiled.---Stop her, 1n her afcen-
{ton to her native fkies:---give her a local
habitation, and a name honourable 1n the

mind of all. I am convinced you are not
difcouraged, but confirmed by what has hap-
pened to you and to your neighbours. Be
zealous and be wife. Be firm and vigorous,
Come what, come may, God reigneth, and
nothing wrong can take place. All 15 rightly
ordered, and all will end well. None can
eventually fuffer but the foolifh and the im-
penitent,

And what if we fhould any of us (a thing
at prefent very unlikely) what, 1 fay, if we
fhould
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thould even die in the ftruggle;—how beau-
tiful 1s death when earned by virtue! How
glorious, how triumphant, when he 1s the har-
binger of immortality, For, fhall we meanly
tremble, when on account of the words of
truth, troubles anfe? Shall we fhrink, like

corrupt and degenerate plants, before the
blafts of perfecution?~——The traveller jour-

neying through the damp foreft, the cold and
dreary walte, or over the bleak and fnow-
clad mountain,—by how much the more the

winds howl around, and the inclement ele-
ments diftrefs him, by {o much the clofer he
oirds his garments about him.———When the
bark labours 1 a ftormy fea, the mariners
only excrt a greater degree of fkill, of vigi-
lance, and altivity ;---knowing, that though
for a fhort time fhe may feem to be over-
whelmed by the frantic fury of the accumu-
lated billows, that foon fhe will rife again,
and 1n the face of the conflicting fkies, ride
triumphant on the foaming backs of her
afailants.

Thus
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Thus fhould it be with thee, O chriftian.—

Fear not danger and danger will fear thee.---
Oppofe thyfelf to difficulties, and they will
vanifh.---Smile at the approach of tribulation,
of diftrefs, and of even death itfelf, and in-

ftantly they are thy friends,—bid them wel-
come and they will love thee, Though thou
falleft in the confliét, thou falleft but to rife.
For of him who fuffers 1n the caufe of truth
and virtue, with peculiar propriety may it be
faid, that the fame moment in which he {o
luftrioufly expires, he is born to an immor-
tality of glory., He fhall afk no pomp of
marble ;—no honours created by the chizzel
of the ftatuary.---No memorials fhall he re-
quire deeply engraven on monumental brafs.--

His name is written in the book of life;
his fame fhall remain when the heavens are
no more; and great and everlafting fhall
be his reward. The folid ftone of which
the towering pyramid is compofed, which
forms the triumphal arch: the rock-founded
monument, and whatever more duarble has
been contrived to preferve the honoured

NAMES
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aames of the Hero and the Chief, fhall
he effaced by relentlefs ruin, fhall fall down
low into the duft, fhall moulder away, and
vanifh ; their place fhall be fought for, but
fhall not be found. But to the honour of
the conftian martyr, a memorial 15 written
in the cverlalting remembrance of God, be-
yond the reach of time’s all devouring fcythe;
which nothing can ever obliterate. For him,
let no weak drop be fhed. For the virgin
inatched on her bridal day by the hand of
death, from the hufband of her choice; for
the youth falling in the midlt of his ftrength;
for the darling child whole opening bloflom
promifed in maturity, the richeft fruits of
wifdom and of virtue; for thefe, let the tears
of pity fall, and the ftrains of elegy be heard.

But the tears of pity would 1ll accord with
a fate like his, The harmony of the {cene

would be difturbed, and its greatnefs debaled
by grief and lamentation. No, rather let the

moft exulting notes of gratulation be founded
over their athes; for deffed are the dead which
die in the Lord, for they reft from their labours

and
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and their works do follow thein.  Yea, faith
the fpirit, for they reft from their labonrs, Let
pofterity be called upon to eye their glories,
while 1n expectance of a fecond life, in thofe
brighter fcenes which fhall be difclofed when
Time, like the hero of Gaza, fhall pluck
down the pillars which fupport this globe;
their facred duft fleeps with greater dig-
nity than that of kings and heroes in their
tombs ‘of grandeur. And let each chniftian
infpired with thefe fentiments of genuine
nobility liften to the animating voice of the
Captain of our falvation, and fer full convic-
tion accompany his words, when he faith,
BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH ARE PERSECUTED
FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE, FOR THEIRS IS
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.
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