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THI FOLLOWING PAGLS

ARE RESPECTIULLY INSCRIBED 10 THOSE MEMBLERS OF THE
SENATE OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, WHO,

IN FEBRUARY, 182§,
SIGNALIZED THICMSELVES,

BY REFUSING TO GRANT AN ACT OF INCORPORATION TO

“‘ pPHE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOIL UNION.”’

Ioxtracts from the Sermon having been submitted to your Honour-
able Branch of the Legislature, your attention is
solicited to the Discourse 1tself,

BY THE AUTHOR,
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A DISCOURSE, &c.

| Psavy IIL. 10—-12.

“ Be wise now therefore, O yc kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.
Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.  Kiss the Son, lest he be an-
gry, and ye perish from the way ; when his wrath iy kindled but a little. Blessed
arc all they that put their trust in him.”’

i

Tu1s Psalm represents the Lord Jesus Christ as the right-
ful sovereign of all lands. 'The nations may rage, and the
people mmagine vain things; the kings and other rulers of
the earth may take counsel and perseveringly oppose the
Lord and his anointed, saying, ‘¢ Letus break their bands
asunder, and cast away their cords from us,” for we neither
feel, nor will regard, the obligations imposed by christiani-
ty; but it is all fruitless rebellion, for ¢¢ He that sitteth in
the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in deri-
- sion.” He will exercise his government over them, with,’

or without their consent; and if they are refractory, ¢ then
shall he speak unto them 1in his wrath, and vex them in his
_sore displeasure. Yet have I set my King upon my holy
hill of Zion. I will declare the decree: the Lord -hath
saild unto me, Thou art my son; this day have I begotten
thee. Ask of me, and I shall give the heathen,” i.e. all
the nations, ‘¢ for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts
of the earth for a possession. Thou shait break them, with
a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces, like a pot-
ter’s vessel.’’ | | ,
On this exhibition of Messiah’s reign over all the inhabi-
tants of the earth, whether Jews or Gentiles, the exhorta-
tion and benediction of our text are founded. Let all
princes, kings, judges, and rulers of every description, ..
says the Psalmist, be exhorted to be wise for themselves
and their people; let them learn true wisdom; and act in
conformity with their duty and privilege in serving the -
- Lord with filial fear and reverential joy. Let them render .
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to the Son of God, i their private character and public
stations, that subnussion of the heart, and homage of their
lives, which he claims, ““lest he be angry and they perish
from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little.”” The
benediction follows: ¢¢ Dlessed are all they,”” whether na-
tions or individuals 3 whether public rulers or private citi-
zens, ‘ that put their teust in him 37 who 1s the Saviour of
sinners and Governor among the natlons.

Yes, “Chappy 1s that p(,oplc that 15 in sudl a case: yea,
happy is that people whose Ciod is the Lord.” |

We have assembled, fellow citizens, on the anniversary
of our Nation’s birth day, mm a rational and religious man-
ner, to celebrate our independence of all foreign domina-
tion, and the goodness of God 1n making us a free and happy
people.  On what subject can 1, on the present occasion,
insist with more propricty, than on the duty of all the ru-
lers and citizens of these United States 1n the excercise and
enjoyment of all ther political mghts, to honour the L.ord
Jesus Christ.

Let it then be distinetly stated and fearlessly maintained
IN THE FIRST PLACE, that every member of this christian
nation, from the highest to the lowcest, ought to serve the
Lord with fear, and yield his sincere homage to the Son of
God. Every rulershould be an avowed and a sincere friend
of Christianity. He should know and believe the doctrines
of our holy religion, and act in conformity with its precepts.
This ic  nght to do; because as a man he is required to
serve the Liord 5 and as a public ruler he 1s called upon by
divine authority to ¢“kiss the Son.”” The commandment
contuined in Proverbs nt. 6. ““ in all thy ways acknowledge
him,”” includes public as well as private ways, and political
no less than domestic ways. It 1s addressed equally to the
man who rules, and to the person who is subject to authori-
ty. If we may not disown our God and Saviour in any si-
tuation, 1t will follow that we are to own him in every situa-
tion. Infinite wisdom has taught us, that Ze who ruleth
over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. No
Christian can gainsay this decision. Let all then admit,
that our civii rulers ought to act a religious part in all the
relations which they sustain.  Indeed, they ought pre-em:-
nently to commit their way unto the Lord that he may di-
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rect their steps; delight themsclves i himy and wait pa-
tiently for himi because by their example, if good, they .
can do more good than private, less known citizens ; and if
evil, more harm. "Their oflicial station 1s a tfilcnt cntrusted
to them for usefulness, for which they must give account to
their Maker. They are like a city set on a hill, which can- -
not be hid; and 1t 1s a fact indisputable, that wu,lxcdncaas i
high places docs more harm than in obscurity.

I would guard, however, against misunderstanding and
nisrepresentation, when 1 state, that all our rulers ought in
their official stations to scrve the Lord Jesus Christ.  I'do
not wish any religious test to be preseribed by constitution,
and proposed to a man on his acceptance of any public
trust. Ncither can any intelligeit [riend of his country
and of truc rchgion desire the cstablishment of any one re-,
higious seet by civil Jaw. Let the religion of the Bible rest
on that everlasting rock, and on those spiritual laws, on
which Jehovah has founded his kingdom : let Christianity
by the spirit of Christ in her members support herself: let
Church and 5State be for ever distinct: but, stilly let the
doctrines and precepts of Christ govern all men, 1n a]l their
relations and cmployments. If a ruler is not a Christian he
ought to be one, 1n this land of evangelical light, without
delay 3 and he ought, being a follower of Jesus, to honour
him even as he honours the Farner, In this land of reli-
gious freedom, what should hinder a civil magistrate from
believing the gospel, and professing faith in Christ, any more
‘than any other man? - If the Chief-Magistrate of-a--nation--
may be an irreligious man, with impunity, who may not ?--1t
seems to be generally granted, -that our political leaders in
the national and state governments ought not to be noto-
riously profane, drunken, abandoned men in their moral
conduct 3 but 1if they may not be injurious to themselves
and their fellow men, who shall give them permission te
contemn God? If they ought to Le just towards men,
ought they not also to abstain from robbing God, and to ren-
der unto him that honour which is uis due ?

Our rulers, like any-other members of the community,
who are under law to God %s rational beings, and under law
to Christ, since they have the light of divine revelation,
ought to search the scriptures, assent to the truth, profess
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tith i Chiristy keep the Sabbath holy w God, pray i pri-
vate and m the domestic cirele, attend on the publie mini-
stry of the word, be baptized, and ccelebrate the Lord’s
supper.  None ol our rulers have the consent of their
Maker, that they should be Pagans, Socinians, Mussulmen,
'l)ciﬁtq, the opponents of Christianity 3 and a religious peo-
pic should never think of giving them permission, as public
oflicers, to be and do, what they might not Jawfully be and
do, as private individuals.  If a man may not be a gambler
and drink to intoxication in the western wilds, he may not
at the seat of government 3 if he may not with the appro-
bation of his fellow citizens, in a little village of the north,
deny ¢4 the true God and cternal life,” he may not counte-
nance, abet, and support those who deny the Deity of our
Lord Jesus Cnrist at Washington.  In other words, our
Presidents, Sceretaries of the Government, Senators and
other Representatives i Congress, Governors of States,
Judges, State Legislators, Justices of the Peace, and City
Magistrates, are just as much bound as any othel' persons in
the United States, to be orthodox in their faith, and virtu-
ous and rchigious i their whole deportment.  “T'hey may
no more lawfully be bad hushands, wicked p‘u'*(,nts, men of
herctical opinions, or men of dissolute lives, than the obscure
individual who would be sent to Bridewell for his blas-
nhemy or debauchery. :

1od, my hearers, requires a Christian faith, a Christian
proﬁ,smon, and a Christian practice of all our public men ;
and we as Christian citizens ought, by the publication of our
opinlons, to require the same.

SECONDLY, Since 1t 1s the duty of all our rulers to serve
the Lord-and kiss the Son of God, 1t must be most mani-
festly the duty of all our Christian fL“OW-(,ltl'Z.CHS to honour
the Lord Jesus Christ and promote christianity by electing
and supporting as public oflicers the friends of our blessed
Saviour. Let it only be granted, that Christians have the
same rights and privileges in exercising the elective fran-
chise, which are here accorded to Jews and Infidels, and
we ask no other evidence to show, that thosc who prefer a
Christian ruler, may unite in supporting him, in preference
to any one of a different character. It shall cheerfully be
granted, that cvery citizen is eligible to every oflice, what-
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ever may be his religious opimons and moral character; and
that every one may constitutionally support any person whon
he ma¥ choose; but it will not hence follow, -that he is

~without accountability to s Divine Master for his choice ;

or that he may lay aside all his Christian principles and
fcelings when he sclects his ticket and presents it at the
poils, ¢ In «ll thy ways acknowledge himy’” 1s a maxim
which should dwell In a Christian’s mind on the day of a
public election as much as on the Sabbath 5 and which should
govern him when conspiring with others to honour Christ,
either at the Lord’s table, or in the clection of a Chief Ma-
gistrate.  In clucidating the duty of private Christians in
relation to the choice of ‘their civil rulers, i1t seems to mec
necessary to remark,

1. That every Christian who has the right and the oppor-
tunity of exercising the elective franchise ought to do 1t.
Many pious people feel so much disgust at the manner in
which clections are conducted, from the first nomimation to
the closing of the polls, that they rehnquish their right of
voting for years together. But if all pious people were to
conduct thus, then our rulers would be wholly elected by
the impious. 1If all good men are to absent themselves
from elections, then the 4ad will have the entire transaction
of our public business.

If the wise, the prudent, the temperate, the friends of
God and of their country do not endeavour to control our
clections, they will-be controlled by others: and if one
good man- may, . without any .reasonable-.excuse,.. absent.
himself, then «ll may. FIFellow Christians, the love of
Christ and of our fellow-men should forbid us to yield the
choice of our civil rulers 1nto the hands of selfish office hun-
ters, and the miserable tools of their party polities. If all
the truly religious men of our nation would be punctual and
persevering in their endeavours to have good men chosen
to fill all our national and state offices of honour, power and
trust, THEIR WEIGHT would soon be felt by politicians j and
those who care little for the rchigion of the Bible, would,
for their own interest, consult the reasonable wishes of the
great mass of Christians throughout our land. If any good
men in the community ought to abstain from the exercise of
their rights in relation to the choice of civil rulers, they
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are those clergymen whose hearers are unhappily divided
by the bitterness of party spivit.  If it would prevent their
usefulness as ministers of the gospel to show that they have
any judgment and choice about public concerns, they may,
doubtless, from cxpediency, refrain from voting for any onc
~—but none have a right to disfranchise them, (as the state
of New York has done,) for fearing God and working
righteousncess.

It 1s a pleasure to be able to say, however, that the peo-
ple of my pastoml care never iterfered W1th my personal
rights as a citizen and a christian 3 and in most instances I
am persuaded, that even a divided congregation will be
perfectly willing that their pastor shall vofe as he thinks
best, 1 he will do 1t without becoming a preacher of party
politics.

Some connect the idea of giving a vote, with the elec-
tioneering tricks which are too commonly the disgrace of a
free people, but there is no necessary connection between
voting and the suborning of votes. Let all the good set o
worthy example m this matter, and discountenance those
who would purchase to themselves places, by promises, lies,
strong drink, and noisy declamation at taverns, grog-shops
and the polls, and these abominations, which have become
too common 1 our land, will in a great measure cease. 1

could wish to see every prefessing Christian n attendance
on clections; but rather let him never give a vote, than
receive a treat for his sullrage.

I propose, fcllow-cmzens, a new sort of union, or, if you
please, @ Christian party in politics, which I am exceed-
ingly desirous all good men 1n our country should join: not
by subscribing @ constitution and the iormation of a new
society, to be added to the scores which now exist; but by
adopting, avowing, and determining to act upon, truly re-
ligious principles in ali civil matters. I am aware that the
true Christians of our country are divided into many. dif-
ferent denominations; who have, alas! too many points of
jealousy and collision j still, a union to a very great cxtent,
and for the most valuable purposes is not impracticable.
or,

2. All Christians, of all denominations, may, and ought
to, agree in determining, that they will never wittingly sup-
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port for any public oflice, any person w hom they know ot
believe 1o sustain, at the time of his proposed clection, & bad
moral character.  In this, thousands of moralists, who pro-
Tess no upuuuuntal acquumtancu with Christianity, might
unite and co-operate with owr Christian party. And-surcly,
it is not impossible, nor unrcasonable for all classes of
Christians to SiLy within t.hcms(,lvus, no man that we have
rcason to think is a lar, thicf, gambler, murderer, debauchee,
spendthrifty, or openly immoral person in any way, sllall
have our support at any clection. RerormaTION should
not only be allowed, but encouraged 5 for it would be re-

quiring too much to insist upon it, let a candidate for oflice
shall always have sustained an unblemished moral charac-

tery and 1t would be unchristian not to forgive and support
onc who has proved his repentance by recantation and a
considerable course of new obedience.

dome of the best of men were once vile; but they have
been washed from theirsins.  Present good moral character
should be considered as cssential to every candidate for the
post of honour. In this aflair I know we are very much
dependent on testimony, and that we may be deceived ;
cspeclally 1 those controverted elections 1n which all man-
ner of falsechoods are mvented and vended, wholesale and
retail, against some of the most distinguished men of our
country : but after all, we must exercisc our candour and
best discretion, as we do in other matters of belief, We

must weigh evidence,and depend most on those who appear
“the most com petent and credible witnesses. It will be na-
~tural for us-to-believe a-man-sneighbours-and acquaintances -
in prelerence to strangers.  Yhen we have employed the
lights allorded us for the illumination of our minds, we shall
feel peace of conscience, 1f we withhold our vote from every
one whom we believe to be an immoral man.

Come then, fellow Christians, and friends of good morals
in society, let us determine thus far to unite; for thus far
we may, and ought to, and shall unite, 1f we duly weigh the
importance of a good moral character m a ruler. Let no
love of the integrity of a party prevent you from striking
out the name of every dishonest «nd base man from your
ticket.  You have a right to choose, and you glory in your
freedom: make then your own clection: and w hen all good

-""'--l-n..|I
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men act on tas principle it will not be o vain thing,  Can-
didates then, must be moral mcen, or secem to be, or they
will not securc an clection,

Moral character has now somne inlluence in our elections,
bul not that place which it deserves. The law of public
opimion exeludes confirmed sots, and persons judicially con-
victed of high erimes and misdemeanors against the State s
but it ought to render the election of all profanc bWC&l‘Ll‘b,
notorious Babbath breakers, scdueers, slanderers, prodigals
and riotous persons, as well as (he advocates of duelling, im-
practicable. I humbly entreat, that ail who reverence the
Lord’s day, will abstain from supporting by their sullrages
the open violaters of the fourth commandment; that no sober
man would vote for a tippler; that no l(wu' ol domestic
purity would vote for once whom he knows to be lewd; and
that no Jover of order would support the profligate, Ib this
asking too much from the friends of good morals?  Are the
openly wicked fit to rule a moral and rchigious people?
Cannot drunkenness, gambling, debauchery, and habitual
contempt for the Sabbath, be banished, by the sullrages of
a moral people, from our halls of lcgishtion and benelies of
JU‘%tl(,G ¢ ¢ When the righteous are in authority, the people
I'CJOICe 3 ; but when the wicked beareth rule, the. people

mourn.” ¢ {f a ruler hearken to lies, all his servants arc

ceee ~1....% O
WICKCU. 77

3. All who profess to be Christians of any denomination
ought to agree that they will support no man as a candidate
for any office,-who is not professedly friendly to Chmstmmty, a
and 3 belicver in divine Revelation.  We do not say that:
true or cven pretended Christianity snall be made a consti-
tutional test of admission to ollice 5 but we do afliem that
Christians may 1n their elections lawfully prefer the avowed
friends of the Christian religion to 1Turks, Jews, and Infidels.
Turks, indeed, might naturally prefer Turks, if they could
elect them; and Infidels might prefer Infrdels; and Ishould
not wonder 1f a conscientious Jew should prefer a ruler of
his own rehigious faith; butit would be passing strange if a
 Christian shouhl not desire the elcction of one {riendly to
his own system of religion. While every religious system
is toleratcd in our country, and no one 1s established by law,
it s still possible for me to think, that the friend of Christi-

w
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anity will make a much better governor of this common-
wealth ovr President of the United States, than the advodate
of L'heism or Polytheism,  We will not pretend to search
the hearts but surcly all scets of Christians may agree 1n
opinion, that it 1s more desirable to have a Christian than a
Jew, Mohammedan, or Pagan, in any civil oflices and they
niay accordingly settle itin their minds, that they will never
vote for any onc to fill any oflice in the nation or state, who
docs not profess to reecive the Bible as the rule of his faith.
If three or four of the most numerous denominations of
Christians in the United States, the Presbyterians, the Bap-
tists, the Methodists and Congregationalists for mstance,
should act upon this principle, our country would never be
dishonoured with an «rowed @ fidel 1 her national cal3il|3t
or capitol. Lhe Presbhyterians alone could bring Aalf «
mullion of elcelors mnto the ficld, in opposition to any known
advocate of Deism, Socinianism, or any species of avowed
hostility to the truth of Christianity.  1f to the denomina-
tions above named we add the members of the Protestant
Episcopal church m our country, the clectors of these five
classes ol true Christians, united 1 the sole requisition of
apparcnt friendship to Christianity m every candidate for
oflice whom they will support, could govern cvery publie
clection in our country, without infringing i the least upon
the charter of our civil liberties. Lo these might be added,
in this State and in Ohio, the numercus German Christians,
and 1n New York and New Jersey the members of the Re-
formed utch Church, who. are all zealous for the funda-
mental truths of Christiamity. What should prevent us from
co-operating in such a union as this? L.ct a man be of good
moral character, and let him proless to behieve inand advocate
the Christian religion, and we can all support buim. /At one
time he will be a Baptist, at-another an Episcopaliati, at ano-
ther a Mcthodist, at another a Presbyterian of the Ameri-
can, Scotch, lrish, Duich, or German stamp, and always a
friend to our common Christianity. Why then should we
ever suffer an enemy, an open and known cnemy of 'the true
religion of Chirist, to enact our laws or fill the executive
chair? OQur Christian rulers will not oppress Jews or Infi-
delss thev will Ziss e Son and serve the Lord; while we
have the best sccurity for their fidelity to onr republican,
and I wmay say serrptural forms of government.
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It deprives no man of his right for me to prefer a Chris-
tian to an Infidel. If Infidels were the most numerous clec-
tors, they would doubtless elect men of their own sentiments;
and unhappily such men not unfrequently get into power in
this country, in which nincty-nine hundredths of the people
are believers in the divine origin and authority of the Chris-
tian religion. If hundreds of thousands of our fellow citi-
zens should agree with us in an cilort to elect men to public
office who read the Bible, profess to believe 1t, reverence
the Sabbath, attend public worship, and sustain a good mo-
ral character, who could complain?  Iave 'we not as much
liberty to be thc supporters 01 the Christian cause by our
votes, as othcrs have to support anti-christian men and
measures?

Let us awake, then, fcllow Christians, to our sacred duty
to our Divine Master ; and let us have no rulers, with our
consent and co-operation, who are not known to be avow-
edly Christians.

It will here be objected, that frequently we must choose
between two or more candidates who are in nomination, or
must lose¢ our votes; and that no one of the candidates may
be of the right rchgious and moral character. |

I must answer, that every freeman 1s bound to give his
voice in such a manner as he judges will best conduce to
the public good ; and that 1t 1s not usually beneficial te give
a suflrage for one whose election is wholly out of the ques-
tion. If no good man 1s in nomination he must choose the
Icast of two natural evils, and support the better man to ex-
clude the worse. But I pray you, who make, or should
make, our nominations? _Are they not the people who se-
lect their own candidates? And are not the majority of the
people in profession Christians? The influence of the
friends of Christ ought to:be exerted, known, and felt in
every stage of our popular elections. 1t we 1tend to have
our c1vil and religious hiberty continued to us, and to trans-
mit our institutions unimpaired to posterity, we must not
suffer immoral, unprineipled, and irreligiod®” men to nomi-
nate themselves to office, and then tell us, that we must

» elect them or have no rulers.
~ We have good men in abundance to fill all civil offices,
from the highest to the lowest; and 1t 1s the fault of all
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the numcrous Christians of our country if such are not
clected.

It will be objected that my plan of a truly Christian party
in politics will make hypocuth We are not answerable
for their hypoerisy if it does. ‘There is no natural tenden-
cy in the scheme to make men deceivers; and if real ene-

" mics of the Christian religion conceal their enmity, that

concealment 1s for the public good. We wish all iniquity,
if not exterminated, may, as if ashamed, hide its head. It
will be well for our country when all men who expect oflice
arc under the necessity of appearing honest, sober, pure,
benevolent, and religious. It will be well for us when men
cannot expect to retain, i1f they for a time occupy high
places, by bribery, deception, coalition, and hypocrisy. It
is most of all desirable that public officers sHouLD BE good
men, {riends of God, followers of Jesus Chr"istqgL and lovers of
their country § but it is a matter of thankfulness if they are
constrained To sBEM such persons 3 for in this way vice, and
the propagation of vice by cvil e\mnple,. 1s prevented. It
will be objected, moreover, that my scheme of voting on po-
litical elections according to certain fixed rebigious princi-

ples, will create jealousies among the different denomina-

‘tions of Christians. But why should it? OQur rulers which

we have elected are of some, or of no religious sect. If they
are of no religious denomination, they belong to the party
of infidels. lf they are of any ong of the denominations of

true Christians, it 1s better, in the judgment of all true
Christians, that they should be of that one company than in

the fellowship of infidels. Let a civil ruler, then, be a
Christian of some sort, we will all say, rather than not a

Christian of any degnomination. If we fix this as a principle
of our political morality, we shall all be gratified in turn,
and 1n part, by having Christian rulers of our own descrip-
tion.

I am free to avow, that other things being equal, I would
prefer for my chief magistrate, and judge, and ruler, a
sound Presbyterian; and every candid religionmist will make
the same declaration concerning his own persuasion; but I
would prefer a religious and moral man, of any one of the

truly Christian sects, to any man destitute of religious prin-
ciple and morality.
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Sufleg, my Christian fellow-citizens, a word of cexhorta-
Gon.  Let us all be Christian politicians 3 and govern our-
sclves by supreme love to our blessed Master, whether we
unite in prayers or in the eleetion of our civil rulers.  Liet
us be as conscientiously religious at the polls as in the pulpit,
or house of worship.  T'lus course of conduct will promote
cood government and true religion i our country at the
same time. Qur publiec rulers then will prove a terror to
them who do evily and a praisc to them who do well,  Tuet
us clhoose men \\ho dare to be honest i their own religious
creed, while they are too much of Christians and of repub-
Licans, to attempt to lord it over the faith of others. Let us
never support by our votes any immoral man, or any known
ontemner of any of the fundamental doctrines of Christ, for
any ofhce : and least of all for the Presidency of these United
States 3 for ¢“blessed are they who put their trust in Christ.”?
Lhe people who with their vulers £iss ¢he Son, shall expe-
rience special divine protection, and be a praise in the whole
carth. Lict us clect men who dare to acknowledge the

i.ord Jesas Christ for their Lord in their public documents.
'\\ hich of our Presidents has ever done this? It would
pick no mfidel’s pocket, and break no Jew’s neck, if our
Pregident should be so singular as to lgt 1t be known, that
he 1s o Chrestian by his Messages, and an advocate for the
Deﬂ.y of Christ by his personal preference of a Christian
temple to a Socinian conventicle. 1t would be no violation
of our national constitution, if our members of Congress
should quit reading of newspapers and writing letters onthe
Lord’s day, at least during public worship 1 the Hall of
Representatives.

If all our great men should sct a holy example of reve-
rence for the Sabbath and the worship of Almighty God, 1t
would not convert them into tyrants ; 1t would not make our
national government a religious aristocracy; it would not
violate our federal constltutlon. '

We are a Christian nation: we have a right to demand
that all our rulers in-their conduct shall conform to Christian
morality 3 and if they do not, it 1s the duty and privilege of
Christian freemnen to make a new and a better election.

May the Lord Jesus Christ for ever reign in and over
these United “States, and call them pecularly his own.

men.



APPENDIX,

DESIGNTD TO VINDICATE THE LIBERTY OF CHRISTIANS, Xe.

The preceding discourse, and the author of it, have been publicly
chareed, 1n many of the News Papers, and lately, before the Senate
of the Commonwealth ol Pennsylvania, with advocating tne uxron or
Criiurcic axp Stare, and the establishnent of a predominant religious
scel by civil anthority.  "I'he perusal of the sermon, which is now re-
printed withoutalteration, as 1t was delivered from the pulpit, and first
published in Zhe Philadelphian, will satisfy any candid mind, that this
allegation 13 vrrenLy raLse. Nothing more 1s claimed for Christians
in the Discourse than our political institutions sccure alike to Christians
and lnfidels ol every ‘description; the liberty of thinking for them-
sclves, of publishing their opinmions, and of .acting in conformity with
them, 11 any such manner as will not interfere with the rights of others.
An avowed enemy to Christ has the political liberty of being an infidel
in his opinions ; of preferring an infidel for his civil ruler ; and of
oiving his vote in aid of the election of an infidel. " T am a Christian
in opinion, and claim the right of preferring a Christian to an-infidel ;
and of giving my suffrage only-in favour of- persons -wliom I deem
friendly to Christianity, and of good moral character.: I publish my.
opinions, and mvite my fellow. Christians of all denominations, to con-
siler the subject, and, 1f they shall think proper, fix for themselves the
same rules of conduct which I design to fegard in'my exercise of the
elective franchise. 'What 1s there, in all this, friendly to a religious
establishment of a sect, or the umon of Church. and State? Are
Christians the only men 1n the community who may not be guided by
their judgment, conscience,and choice, in electing their rulers?  And
what 1s there, 1n the foregoing discourse, which should induce_any-
{riend of liberty, morality, and the equal rights of his fellow citizens,
to vote against the incorporation of the American Sunday School
Union, under the pretext that some aspiring Presbyterians and Epis-
copalians, united in that benevolent Institution, aim at a religious es-
{ablishment? = Surely the discourse advocates no establishment, but
that of every Christian’s own mind in correct principles of action, in
relation to political men and measures. But if it did, the Sunday
School Union, as Mr. Duncan well argued in the Senate, isnot an-
swerable for the opinions of a man, who has no concern in thexma-"; -
nagement of their aftairs. Surely the Presbyterians in the Union
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wouldt not agree to establish Prelacy; and the Episcopalinns would
never consent o establish Preshyterianism,  Besides, there are seve:
ral other denommations ot Christians represented in the School Union,
who would cliectually guard against any legislative enactiment in fa-
vour of any one secte  ‘The Managers of the School Union requested
that such privileges of a body corporate might be grauted to them, as
would enable them in that capacity to hold the property entrusted {o
them. and publish such books as meet the approbation of the ¢ Epis-
coplians, Mcthodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, the Associate Reformed,
Latherans, Congregationalists, German Reformed, Reformed Duteh,
Friends, Moravians, Roman Catholics, and we believe others,™* who
are united in the Association. Thetwr petition was rejected.  Does not
this savour of irreligious proscription of a large portion of our fellow
citizens, because they are Chiristian in opinton and practice?  Sociclies
{for the encouragement ol agriculture, the arts and sciences, money-
fending, bridge-building, and coal-heaving, can obtain chartered pri-
vileges with hittle difliculty 5 and what is it but a spivit of anti-chris-
tran persecation which denies o a body of men assoctated for the
publication of good books, and the aid of Sabbath Schools, the advan-
tages which are readily accorded to their fellow-citizens engaged in
other pursuits? Js the Sunday School Union more dangerous to the
liberties of the community than a system of interminable lotteries?

~urely, there must havebeen some stranee influence concerned in
opposing the School Union at Harrishurgh; and 1 should feel ashamed,
ideed,  were my sermon justly chargeable with any thing which could
militate veainst that grand Nursery of youthful piety in our country.

Circumstances have given my Discourse such notoriety as it would
not have obtained n the ordinary course of things. 1 shall detail some
of them. |

The Rev. W. T, Brantly, 1in the Columbian Star of June 25d, 1827,
a Relizious News-Paper, published the following article.

“f

““ GENERAL JACKSON AND THE BAPTIST PREACHER. //

“1n the year 1813, it scems, six militia men were executed wrthin
the military jurisdiction of the General, for an alleged mutiny at Fort
Jackson. In his vindication, he says, that one Harris a Baptist Preacher,
was at the head of the mutineers, and leaves 1t for the public to judee
whether ¢’ This professed ambassador of Christ did not well deserve
death for the crimes of robbery and arson and this outrageous mutiny.
Now we do not mntend to call either the justice or the expediency of
{he transaction into uestion, nor are we at all concerned with it as a
matter affecting the pohitics of the-(zeneral.  But as Baptists we leel
indignant that he should have found it requisite to his own exculpation,
to assign us that Adr. Harris, and that too upon the mere oscillutim} of
memory. Before he undertook to class this < ambassador of Christ,’
as he sneeringly calls him, with any respectable body of Christians, he -
should have had better evidence of the pretended casel”

The Philadelphian, another Religious News-Paper, on the 29th of
June last, copied the foregoing article from the Ster. “in the estabnsh-

» Mcemorial of the American Sunday School Union,
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ment and patronage ol the Philadelphian I had made some exertions,
and felt unwilling that it should do injury to what I deemed a good

cause. On the 50th of June, thercfure, Iaddressed to the Editor of the

}’hfladelphiun the following Note, which was published on the Gth of
uly.

“GENERAL JACKSON AND THE BAPTIST PREACHER AGAIN.

Mr. Bditor—Your cxtract from the Coltumbian Star, inserted in the
last Philadelphian, would lead a stranger to General Jackson to suppose,
that he woul(ll speak snecringly of the ambassadors of Christ, the minis-
ters of the gospel.  Permit me to assure you that General Jackson i1s a
friend and supporter of Christianity, and that no man treats those who
may lawfully claim to be ministers of Christ with more respect.  "This
18 true of every denotnination of Christian ministers: butif he abhorred
the conduct of a ¢ professed ambassador of Christ,? who proved himself
unfit to live in civil society by comnitting such crimes as the Divine
Lawgiver of Isracl punished with death, who will blame hing

The Kditor of the Columbian Starfeels indignant that General Jack-
son should have classed Afr. Harris with the Daptists. What if he did
say ¢¢ thgt one Harris a Baptist preacher was at the head of the muti-
neers?? This does not impeach the respectable denomination of Baptists.
‘They do not receive to their fellowship every preacher who advocates
immersion: and yet every such person might with propriety be called a
Baptist preacher. 1 once heard 1n the vicimty of General Jackson’s
residence a Baptist preacher who was a Socinian, and which 18 rather
remarkable for a Socinian, a downright’blockhead; but because this
man held the peculiarities of the Baptists on the subject of Baptism, it
did not follow that he was associated with the great body of Baptists
in the United States. |

‘‘ There were a 'few years ago hundreds of Baptists in the western
country, so essentially unsound in the fundamental doctrines of Chris-
tianity, that the Baptists in the Northern and Middle States would not,
I am sure, have admitted them i1nto their communion. There are Pres-
byterian preachérs, as well as Baptist preachers, who are not owned by
any extensive denomination of Christians: there are even deposed Pres-
byterian preachers; and there may be deposed Baptist preachers, of
whom any good man may speak with disrespect, without sneering al the
gospel mimsiry. . |

¢ That Mr. Harris was, or was not a Baptist, I do not affirm; but.
of this I am confident, that General Jackson had rcason to think him a
Baptist preacher, and a pretended ambassador of Christ. The real minis-
ters of the Gospel of Christ he reverences and esteems; and when op- -
portunity presents in the most scrious and respectful manner waits on

their ministrations. EZRA STILES ELY.”
Philadelphia, June 50th, 1827. :

On the 4th of fluly [ preached the foregoing Discourse; and on the
20th and 27th of July it appeared in the Philadelphian. My Note
above copied, no doubt, was considered as a commentary ori mn sermon;
for withoutit, I certainly should not have been accusetf, as [ have been
in many Administration News-Papers, with prostituling the pulpit for

o
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tho basest of Lmrposes. The Discourse itself does not name any candi-

date for a public oflice; and now [ may be permitted to say that it His
Excellency, John Quincy Adams, is known and believed to sustain a
better moral and veligious -character than General Andrew Jackson,
then my Discourse on the 4th of July, decidedly favours the present
incumbent of the Presidential oftice more thau the Ieno or Niw-
ORLEANS,

On-the 7th of Febraary, 1828, while the bill to incorporate the Trus-
tees of the School Unton was pending in the Scnate at Harrisburg, a

spow pILL was laid on the desks of the members, of which the follow-
INg 13 a copy: VIZ.

“SUNDAY SCHOOI, UNION, | .

On (

UNION OF CHURCII AND STATE.

“Your Board have telt desirous therefore not only of furnighing their own schools
with suitable books; but of introducing such hooks into schools of a different de-
scription, and of rendering them so abundant as to force out of circulation those
which tend to mislead the mind.”—¢“They have not been backward therefore to
agsuine the high responsibility of revising and altering the books they have pub-
lished wherever alterations seemed necessary.” pe;
Sunday S. Union 2d Rc])ortm)age V.
“While the Committee feel the immense responsibility which they assume, in
becoming DICTATORS TO THE CONSCIENCES of thousands of immortal
beings, on the great and all important subject, of the welfare of their souls; while
they dread the consequences of uttering FORGERIES, or giving their sanction
to misrepresentations of the glorious truth of the gospel, they are not backward
to become the responsible urbiters in these high points, rather than tamely issue
sentiments which in their consciences THEY BELIEVE to be false or inconsist.
ent with the purity of divine truth, in preparing works for the press, the utmost
liberty 1s used with regard to whatever 1s republished by them.” Catal, A. S. 8.
U. 1826. |

““These mstitutions may terminate in.an organized system of mutual co-operation
between ministers and private christians, so that every church shall be a disciplined
army, where every one knows his place, and where every onc has a place and a
duty in the grand onsect against sin.”

“IN TEN YEARS, OR CERTAINLY IN TWENTY, THE POLITICAL
POWER OF QUR COUNTRY WQULD BE IN THE HANDS OF MEN
WHOSE CHARACTERS HAVE BEEN FORMED UNDER THE INFLU-
ENCE OI' SABBATH SCHOOLS.” p. 93, Appendix to 2d An. Rep. S. §. U.
1826. |

“The annual report of the Managers was then read by the Rev. Dr. Ely, of the
Third Presbyterian Church, by whom it was wntten.” Page XV1I. Report of
1827. |

Extracts from a Sermon delivered by the Rev. Dr. Ely, July, 1827. . Sece Re-
former Page 135. Vol. 8th. | |

“Our rulers, like any other members of the community, who are under law to
God as rational beings, and under law to Christ, since they have the hight of Divine
Revelation, ought to search the Scriptures, assent to the truth, profess faith to
Christ, keep the Sabbath holy to God, pray in private and in the domestic circlg,
attend to the public ministry of the word, ne BaPTiZED, and crLEBRATE TRHE LORD'S
SUPPER.” -

‘‘In other words our Presidents, Secretaries of the Government, Senators, and
other Representativesin Congress, Governors of States, Judges, Stafe Legislators,
Justices of the Peace, and City Magistrates, are just as much Bound as any other
persons in the United States, to be ORTHODOX IN THEIR FAITH.”-

‘I propose, Fellow Citizens, 2 new sort of Union, or, if you please, a Christian
party in Politics, which 1 am exceedingly desirous all good men in-our country




19

should joiny not by subseribing a Constitution and the formation of a new Society,
but by adopting, avowing, und determining to act upon truly religious principles tn
all civil malicrs,”

~ “The Presbyterians alone could bring HALF A MILLION OF ELECTEORS
into the ficld," ~———

““The clectors of thesc five classes of true Christians, united in the sole requisi-
tion of apparent friendship to Christianity in every Candidate for office whom they
will support, COULD GOVERN EVERY PUBLIC ELECTION IN OUR
COUNTRY, without infringing in the least upon the Charter of our civil liberties.”

“It will be objected that my plan of a truly Christian party in Politics will make
Iypoerites.  We are notanswerable for their hypocrisy, if it does.”

“I am free to avow, that other things being equal, I would prefer for my Chief
Magistrate, and Judge, and Ruler, « SOUND PRESBYTERIAN.

“sufler my Christinn -Fellow-Citizens, a word of Exhortation: Let us all be
Christiant Politiciuns.”

‘Lt us be us conscientiously religious «f the POLLS, as in the pulpit, or House
of Worship.” . |

oo et <.+ N

“The whole number of scholars in Thiladelphia, is not less than 12,000, and
probably exceed that number.  7The estimate for this State, in connexion with the
Union, 18 480 schools, 4459 teachers, and 34,261 scholars.” page viil. 3d report
S. S. Union. -

The Union has issned this year 1,616,796 publications, ‘‘which added to those

issued by the society in the two preceding years, make a grand total of 3,741,849,
3d Report, p.' 1.

On the subject of this extraordinary document, and in favour of the
desived act of Incorporation, Mr. Duncan, a Senator from this city,
who faithfully represented the great body of his constituents, and
who with Peter Hay, Esq. one of the Senators from the county of Phila-

delphia, voted in such a_manner as to deserve the thanks of all the
friends of the Sunday .Sch()(;?nU\mb‘n throughout our country, made the
following remarks, which are extracted from ¢ The Harrishurgh
{Chronicle.” |

A number of benevolent individuals, Mr. Duncan said, had associated together,
and established the Sunday School Union. Their object was general diffusion of
education and the spread of knowledge. It was the duty of representatives in a
christian community t{o cncourage the establishment of institutions, having for their
obiect the dissemination of religious information, and in addition to this, they could
not possess a higher claim to the character of republicans, than by laying a sure
and broad foundation for the perpetuity of the go¥etnment in the intelligence of
the country. For these reasons he was in favor of incorporating the American
Sunday School Union. e confessed that he might have taken a wrong view of
it; but he could not persuade himself thatany of the dangers apprehended would
be realized. Itseemed to him altogether illusory that any religious tyranny would
grow out of this incorporation. Such an.objection to it had been urged in the re-
monstrances, and this morning a letter headed Union of Church and State had
been thrown on thie desks of the members, intending to opcrate something like a
scare crow upon this subject; it reminded him of the placards exhibited on the
days of election, and all that was wanting to make it perfect was to have alikeness
of poor Dr. Ely placed at the top in the shape of a Pope.

'Fhe only objection, and the one pertinaciously urged, against the society is,
that it has been laboring to establish a union of church and state. If that objec.-
tion were removed, there was no doubt but a grant of -the powers contained in this
act would be permitted. Now Mr. D. said all history proved that it never entered
mnto the plans of those who meditated a union of church and state, to commence
their labors by enlightening the ignorant. Theignorance of the mlany, acted upon
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by the knowledgo of the fivy, was the englino with which the few lhiad erected a
tyranny over the conscicnees of the muny.  ‘This was not to be accomplished by
J;c diffusion of knowledge: no sct of men would be guilty of such anact of folly,
ng {0 attempt it: the means would mar the end,  And i, on the present occasion,
he should satisfy the members that there was no sectarianism to be promoted by
the passagre of this bill, he trusted that the great obstacle would be removed.

In order to determine how far they ought to extend encouragement to religious
institutions, they must look to the constitution.  That instrument had thrown a
barricr around the rights of conscience. Itisdeclared in Art. 9, §3 of the consti-
tution *‘that no man can, of mnght, be compelled to attend, orect or support any
pluce of public worship, or to maintainany ministry against his consent; that no
human authority can in any case whatever, control or interfere with the nights of
conscience; and that no preference shall ever be given, by law, to any religious
cstablishments or modes of worship”?  ‘This injunction, Mr. 1. snid, prohibited
preference, by law, of any one mode of religious worship over another, but it 18
also implied that the necessary aids should be afforded to all modes of worship. &
And this idea was supported by the provision of Art. 7, §3 of the constitution.~
“The rights, privileges, immunitics and estates of religious socicties and corporate
bodies shall remain, a8 if the constitution of the state had not been altered or
amended.” Indeed there could be no doubt, bhut that in this christian commumty,
where the legislature stood as the guardian of the public morals, that cvery facility
shoulld be given to promote the labors of religious socictics,  ‘This, then, bemg the
fact, the only enquiry was, were the provisions of this bill at variance with the
constitution? He asked members to compare the bill with the constitution.  So
long as they avoided ecclesiastical encroachment, they were under an obhigation to
encourage and give eflect to every institution that would be likely to operate bene-
ficially on the morals of the country.  Did they ever deny to a churci, no matter
what might be its peculiar doctrines, the facilities of an act of incorporation to
enable the trustees to manage its sccular concerns?  And when they had incorpo-
rated one, they would have violated the constitution if they had not made provision
for incorpomtim:]-; all. e asked, after the thousands of churches that had been
incorporated, what good ground there could be for alarm, when application for in-
corporating a religious society was made?! He believed that there never had been
before so much alarm on account of an incorporation, as was witnessed in the pre-
sent instance. Had they not incorporated a theological setmnary? The general
assembly of the Presbyterian church, which comprehended all the churches of
that most numerous denomination of Christians in the United States, whosc object
was to propagate their own peculiar rehgious tenets, had also been incorporated.
He asked whether they were not every day finther from ecclesiastical tyranny ?—
The Presbyterian churches, and bible socicties, and missionary socicties, spread
over the country, contained in thetr history suflicient, evidence that they had not
intermeddled with the political relations of the country, nor grasped at civil power.

If there was no danger then from an incorporated Presbyterian church, so pow-
crful in numbers: froma bible socicety having power to hold real estate of $10,000
income a year; if, in New York, a society having a revenue of
under its control, no 'bad eftfects had been produced, what danger could arise drom
the present incorporation, whose simple object was the instruction of youth?—
When the members of this society belong to diftferent sects, all united for the com.
mon object of instructing youth, and that object unquestionably for the good of
soclety, why should fears of ecclesiastical tyranny be excited? Why was the
Elmntdm of ecclesiastical tyranny conjured up in this instance, when others had

cen allowed to pass without objection? In order to convey the produce of the
country to market they had incorporated companies, by whom turnpike roads had
been constructed; and when individuals came before them, asking for the same
facilities to improve the avenues to the minds of the youth of the country, why
should they be refused? For his own part, Mr. D. said, he could not imagine how
this institution coulld exercise any more dangerous influence than other societies,
possessing an equal amount of capital. |

Mr. Duncar retuined to the letter to which he had before slightly alluded. He
did not know from whom it came, but it comprchended the principal objections
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that hiad been urged agadnst this bl e asked attention to the extracts contain.
cd inthe letters I the object of this association way to establish o hicrarchy,
would they make use of such langrange? ‘Ihis very open and undisguised langunge
contained initself evidence that no such intention as that imputed to them waus
harboured by the members of this associntion. The first extract says * Yourbourd
have felt desirous, therefore, of not only furnishing their own schools with suitable
hooks, but of introducing such books into schools, of a diflerent description, and
of rendering them so abundant as fo firee out of ciretlation those which tend to
mislead the mind.”? ¢ They have not been: backward, therefore, to nssume the
high responsibility of revising and altering the books they have published, wher-
cver alterations seemed necessary,”  Before the establishiment-of the Sunday
School Union, Mr. . said, the books used in the Sunday schools were of @ chur-
ncter caleulated to inculcate sceturian feclings,  Since the establishment of the
Sunday School Union, the books circulated have not been peculiarly favourable to
uny one scct, but have been selected with a view to convey religious instruction
without reference to the peculiar doctrines of any scet. And why, when the op-
poscrs of this incorporation.-had been so industrious in hunting up something to
the prejudice of the institution, did they not make some extracts from the books
circulated by the Sunday School Unton?  The reason was at hand, these books
did not inculcate the peculiar tenets of any sect. M objections, then, were made
to this institution, founded upon Jetters end reports with which it had nothing to
do, instead of bringing into question the books that it had circulated, was not a
conclusion the most favorable to be inferred from this very course?  ‘The simple
fact was, the Sunday School Union onlv printed and circulated books that could
be afforded cheap, for the use of schools: and if one word of scctiianism could be
pointed to in them, he would give up the argument: on this issuc he would be
willing to rest the decision. .

As he had before said, before the establishment of the Sunday School Union,
books were put into the hands of yvouth by individuals with a view of spreading
the tenets of the religious sect to which thevy belonged. Now there was not a
book circulated by them containing an objectionable passage.

Mr. D. read another extract—* While the committee fecl the immense respon-
sibility which they assume, in becoming dictators to the consciences of thousands
of immortal beings, on the great and all important subject of the welfure of their
souls; while they dread the consequences of uttering forgeries, or giving their
sanction to misrepresentations of the glorious truth of the gospel, they are not back-
ward to become the responsible arbiters in these high points: rather than tamely
issue sentiments which in their consciences they believe to he false or inconsistent
with the purity of divine truth, in preparing works for the press, the utmost liber-
ty 18 used with regard to whatever 1s republished by them.” - -

Now, Mr. D. said, 1t might appcar that this passage from a preface to the cata-
logue of the Sunday School Union, fuvoured the iden of sectariamsm, but by ex-
amig the whole preface it was quite manifest:.that they meant nothing more, by
proclaiming themselves dictators to the consciences of thousands of immortal
beings, than that the publishing and circulating books filled with moral and re-
Ligious instruction, would enlighten the nminds ot thousands, without any reference
to sectarian tenets.—Such was the only sense intended at the time by the person
who wrote it.  Again, another extract in this letter says—¢¢‘These mstitutions
may terminate in an organized systemn of mutual co-operation between ministers
and private christiang;, so that every church shall be a disciplined army, where
cvery one knows his place, and where every one has a place and a duty in the
grand onset against sin.””—Could any one, Mr. D. asked,. object that an army
should be raised, and warfare be waged agamst sin?  Was not this warranted by
the language of scripture itself 7—Further, “In ten years, or certainly in twenty,
the political power of our country would be in the hands of men whose characters
have been formed under the influence of Subbath Sehools.”—Here again, Mr. D.
said, 1t had been supposed that this sentiment proceeded from the managers of 2 .
the Sunday School Unian: but what was the fact? A clergymanin his zcal writes - &
a letter, filled with the most sanguine predictions with regard to the Sunday
Schools: but does the Sunday School Union udopt his language?’ No such thing.
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The letter is published, as from a clergymnan in Connecticut to a member of the
lm'u d, it wag a mere letter trom a clergyman, a member of an auxilinry society in

Jonnecticut, who had nothing to do with the government of the Schools.

But, Mr. Duncan said, a sermon of Dr. Ky had been dissected, and a variety of
extracts from it presented in thia letter. I every mchwmtum committed by
clerpymen should be be set down ag the fanlt of the Sunday School Union, the
case would be ahard one, D Ely was a man of talents und respectability, but
he had some cecentricitics, “he sermon in question was delivered at Norristown
on last 4th of July oceasiony and went to faver the election of General Jackson.
The design appeared to be, to establish the principle that none but religions men
ought to be eleeted as rulers; wud to shew that General Jackson was a religious
man. This micht beindiscreet zeal in Dre Elyy but the Sunday School Union
was not answerable forat. e, Mo DL had, some time ago scen in a newspapets
the account of o debate, in wlnvh a member of the house of representatives had
lud down the qualifications of a clerk of the house: the {irst was to be competent,

2d he mast have o famly—3d it was necessary to be a good Juekson man.  Now
was the house of representatives to be saddled with this doctrine, because it had
been advanced by o members “FPlhierew ould be just the same depree of propricty
in that, as i the sentiments of Dre. Ely's seemon should be visited upon the Sun.
day School Union.

The dunger ol ceelesinstical tyranny prowing out of thig institution might be
estimated from the varety of scets to which the managers of the Sunday School
Union belonged. Meo Dunean named the managers, and stated their respecetive
rehicious profesmons, from which it .mpt.nul that there were Episcopalians 9,
Pre .11)}11-!! ms 8, b Methodists and § Baptists.—Those he sud, who were most
active in opposing this incorporation, knew very well that the only w ay to defeat
1t was by stirring: up sectarian jealousies and to nstil into the minds of the credu.
lous the belief that the de siprn of this mstitution was to form a connection of Church
and State. The composition of the board of managers fully refuted any design of
the sort.  For his own part, he cared not what might be the religious tenets of the
individuals by whom the schoals should he wmluclml so that the advantages ot
education were diffused among the people. (,lnl(llt:n improved in a tenfold de-
srree m these schools more than i common schools.

He did not believe that the mstructors attempted to distil sectarian principles
into their puptls, as Sunday Schools were. now established. It any danger was to
he apnrehended from these schools, as they had heretofore existed and been con.
ducted, that danger would be removed now that thev would be thrown upon the
]LgISl{ItUI‘C‘, and Ul)llll';t ~d to conform to the objccts of the institution as clprc.swd In
their constitution: they would be the mere creatures of the legislatuve will; they
would be in their hands, to be wiclded as they pleased, and to be crushed at once
if their operations should be considered prejudicial to the public interests.

Mr. Duncan hmmtuonc]ud 2d his Speech, J. ilare Powrne, Esq.n

Scenator from this city. made, according to the reportol the Harrisburgh
Chronicley the following oration.

Unhappily T am constrained (saxd Mr. P.) to contend not only apainst persons
whose motuves I eannot condernn, but I am coerced to oppose my personal friende
in o misguided effort to promote the cause of religion, important alike to all con-
ditions of men. *

Itis not agrainst. Sabbath ‘Schooln, fot of them T honestly approve, nor is it against
the patriotic gentlernen wihose names are embodied in your billy that I shall say
aught, which even the cavils of fanaticism can condemn. :

If 1 were to seck security for good mtentlons, I shoutd find it in their high
standing ag mndividuals, in their good works as members of religious associations,
whercin many of them have been exalted by their ¢hanty and christian zeal. 1
trust sir, 1 shali be defended from all sespicion of hostiity to Sunday School insti-
tutions—of desire to cast obiique censure upon the parties, who by their influence
eive countenance, and by their purses afford aid, to the religious instruction of the
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ignorant, fitting them to endure the vad triuls of thls world, and preparing therm
for the object of our being—happiness in that which is to come.
When I accuse their agents of machinations, I do 1t fearlessly—TUam prepared to
establish that which T utter by their own me‘m;ﬂ re—hy tracing a systematic cftort,
to boldlv assnme the rlmpotlsm of “dictators" dur mg*]\ avowing Uicir (JIJ]C(‘t, CX-
clusion {rom “all the political power of the countey, of all men whose consciences
have heen warped—whose charieters ave not been formed, whose devotion has
not been secured by their system of cdueation—thieir rites of “haptsin®'—their
modes of wm*ahlp-—-—-—tlwu' notions of the trinity and of tansubstantiation, promul-
gated by certam bhnd zewlots, who would make all men and wll doctrines subser
vient to an established “orthodox?® creed. )
We have had an claborate and eloquent exposition of the wishes of the Sunday
School Union—an ingcenious attempt, to confute by anticipation all which it is sup-
posed: the opponents of the bill can adduce i support of the grounds which they
have assumed.  With great deference for the sagacity, with the utmost respect for
the ability of the accomplished advocate of the hUIlll.l\’ school Union, 1 venture to
asscrt that he will not attempt the refutation of that which 1 am about to offer—
that which they huve written—~that which they have published—that wlich they
have put upon our desks to enable us to measure the extent of their uscfulness, to
decide upon the tendency of their efforts, the great objeet of thewr plans. Ile re-
solutely denies that one sentence can be show n—that o singrle fuct can be brought
1n support of the e positions, which he has assiled. [Here Me.Powel turned towards
Mr. Duncan saying] permit me siry to ask, will vou denv that this substantial octavo
entitled ““the Sunday School Union \Iag“mm..” is authentic—that this collection of
Sunday School documents: of Sunday School Union reports—of Sunday School
precepts—of Sunday School Union political (llaqmsumm, and plans, 19 sanctioned
by the managers whose names are puraded at length in various parts of the work?
Can my friend deny, that £ 1s wmtlw of l?(..]lt_t"—-l.]l W7t is a compilattion of such
miscellancous papers—of such pathetic addresses—uand of such documents as they
| consider lastrative of their mtentions, or conducive to themr ends? I find in thisg
work, 2d report of the American Sunday School Union, page 93, May 1826:—
i & hosc institutions may terminate inan organized systein of mutlml co-operation,
between ministers and private ¢hristians, so that®very church shall be a disciplined
army, where every onc knows his place, and where every one has a place, and a
duty, in the grand® onset against sm.””  “‘in ten years, or certainly in twenty, the
political power of our country, would be 1n the hands of men, W hosce clmmctel‘s-
have been formed under the influcnce of Sundav Schools.” And in page 5, of the
same work: “And the expericnce of the civilized world demenstrates that the
character of the manis built upon the principles instilled into the mind of the
child.  Your board have felt destrous thercfore, not only of furnishng their own
schnols with swtable book, but of introducing such lmnl\q into schools of a differ-
ent deseription, and of rcndumg them so abundant as to force out ot circulation,
those which tend to mihlcfld the mind.  They have not been backward, theretore,,.
to assume the hifrh fesponsibility of revising and altering the books they have pub-
lished, wherever alterations seein nccessary.  “They have chosen to do this rather
than tamely 1ssue sentiments, which in théir consciences they believe to be false or
inconsist *nt with the purity of ¢divine truth.”  ‘That this is not a vain boast, they
have proved by thewr 3d report of 1827, on the 1st page, I ind [IHere Mr. Powel
read another book which had been laid upon his desk] that *‘1,616,796 publica-
tions which added to thase issued by the socicety in the two prccedmg‘ vears, make
a grand total of 3,741,341.”  Not satisficd, sir, with this vainglorious display in
their regular reports, republished and circulated in their Magazines, they have ap-
‘pended a catalogue to one of their works wheremn they have reiterated in str onger
terms, 1f [)I‘IILML ﬂ)lc the great objeet of their association.  {Ilere Mr. Powel again
turning to Mr. Duncan smid] will the gentleman receive this asa fact?  Will he
consider thelr own statements s worthg of regard?  Or will he contend, that in-
the assumption of the power to alter books, to dmnge the tdeas of the author, they
have contrived to make their advocate consider them possessed of authority to alter
the vocabulary of the language which we use. -If I were to call them dictators, 1
should be accused of injustice, yet they say in their catalogue ¢ while the com-

S
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mittee feel the immense respounsibitity which they assuimme, In becoming dictators to
the consciences of thousands of tmanortal beings, on the great and all important sud-
Jeet of the welture of their souly while they dread the consequences of uttering
Joreeriesy or giving their sanction to the misrepresentation of the glorious truths of
the pospel, they are not backward to become the responsible arbiters in these high
points, rather than tamely issue sentiments which in their consciences they believe
to be fudse or incongistent with the purity of divine truth.” They continue in the
sune page to asserty “‘in preparing works for the press, the utmost liberty is used
with regard to whatever is republished by them:”  And “in changing even the
tileas.”’ ‘They alter the arrangement, mutilate the work, and change the 1deas, yet
retain the name of the author, thus making established names and forced construcs-
tions of received doctrines, subservient to their dietatorial will.

We are told that the ninagers did not write the passage predicting that political
inflnence which “in ten yearsis to assume all the power of the country,” and inten
yvears is Lo turn ug all out of our seats.  We are told that it was written by a clergy-
man: 18 it on that account of less force! It has been urged that it was written by
a Conneeticut clergyvman,  The gentlemnan has forborne to make comment on this
point; he exultingly exclaimed it was only the production of a Sunduay School
teachery would he have us infer that it sbbuld, theretore, be rejected us futife and
unworthy of belief? No siry he will not vinture to tell us this; he has told us much
which I did not expeet to hears he has introduced  an Episcopal Bishop with some
- prelevant and harsh remarks which I slindl pass by as unworthy of my regard. I.am
concerned that my friend in his happy veinof sarcasm, has placed Dr. Ely in a lu-
dicrous light, “‘poor” Dr, Ely as he calls him! Heaven forbid that T should call him
{mm', or compare him to ““a scarc crow,” or Lo “the pope”—Iic has coupled

im with Gen. Jackson, and attempted to excite the Juckson feeling in this house:

I regret that he has done so, although I well know his appeal will aval nought. T
have never seen, siry any instance, in which that feeling has been excited on this
[loor, and [ min well assured it never will be exerted, except on fit occasions, if
such can here arvise, in relation to the great contest for political sway. I cannot
conceive by what motive he could be impelled to introduce General Jackson’s
name, unless it be frm;*t the connection in his oavn mind with the views of the
agents of the Sunday School-Union, and their determination in *‘len, or at most
fwenly years” to estah}ish ccclesiastical domination, and the Union of Church and
State. [Here Mr. Pdawel read from the 3d report of the Sunday School Union,
May 1827, page 17.] ““'The annual report of the board of managers was then read
by the Rev. Dr. Ely, of the third Presbyterian church, by whom it-was wntten.”’ X
will ask my colleague, is not poor Dr. Ely, by this passage identified with the
Sunday School Union, as the expounder of their views, as the writer of their report,
[Here Mr. Powel rcad the following extracts from Dr. Ely’s sermon. ]

“‘In other words, our Presidents, Secretaries of the Government, Senators, and
otiier Representatives in Congress, Governors of States, Judges, State Legislators,
Justices of the Peace, and City Magstrates, arc just as much bound as any other
persons in the United States, to be orthodox in their faith.” *

¢“Our rulers, like any other members of the community, Who are under law to
God as rational beings, and under law to Chrst, since they have the hght of di-
vine revelation, ought to search the scriptures, assent to the truth, profess faith in
Christ, keep the Sabbath holy to God, pray in private and in the domestic circle,
attend on the public ministry of the word, be baptisedand celebrate the Lord’s Sup- .
per.*®  The electors of these five classes of true Christians, united in the sole -
requisition of apparent friendship to Christianity in every candidate for office whom
they will support, could govern every public election in ouf country, without infring-
ing in the least upon the charter of our civil liberties.

‘The Presbylerians alone oould bring half a million of electors info the field.”

“ I'propose, fellow citizens, a new sort of union, or, if you please, a Christian
party 1 politics, which I am ‘exceedingly desirous all good men in.our country
should join.” T T T e e T e .

“Iam free to avow, that other things being equal, I would prefer for my chief
magistrate, and judge, and ruler, a sound Presbyterian.** It will be objected that
my plan of a truly Christian party in politics will make hypocrites. 'We are not .
answerable for their h};pocr'isy if it does” | |
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YWe have seen, continued Mr. Powel, that a reverend and cerudite geatleman,
whose piety and rood works= might have heen talien as guarantec against all danger
of clerical violence or cectumian proseripfion, has holdly exposced the system of tac-
tiesy and has designater] the modes of atizek m owhirh even hey so highly revered,
so unplicitly obeved, would cmploy the ““heeiphned army uhf e every one hasa
Dlace, wiiere o Very one knows his pheeey {o exclude from *“ull the D soliticul power
of our countrv,” Wl men whose cluractors have not been formed by Sunday
Schools, I this gentieman, stiv eley i by talents, vo ]m:hh embellished by
]r:ir‘liing_{f aned o mch ¢ 1111;1‘1%}1111 SAMBN | U 10118 SV e so zeslous as to consider
cociestntien] dommation the dear object ¢ s carcer, what mav we not suspect,
what coghtwe not to cxpect fromognornt and hipotted satelhites, radimiimg hght
fand Beostonna graond oty a Cretro --:p~ctiw' theologian,™ a Machiavehan poli-
Vet souringan rogions of visionary pintosoply, callmg on halt a mithion ot fol-
fowers 1o nh for tlu exclicion ofall men w Hf) e not Corthodox™ from the polls.

Thes veverond and meck ehristizn, we bhave sceny s not merely an associate  of
the sunday School Union—he is thew orgin—the person selected to eomprle their
TeDorte—to e the n e ort—utud T m fIn a1 ownanthoritvg to wite their report;
fhoar sinedae tye r*m eoof the vast murelgney prenace o ‘:/w e met of corendlelung,’

W erks wineh thev do not approve—to fosce yunon S Nchonly rj ( r;"'f}lrmf (li wup-
C hooks h'l}.f i thiey have mutthaed, sUi sanctoned by thie authorty of the
oFotnl antho ST names altheugh porvert ti arid adanted M the tastes of those who
are o e tranted o HI){!!!LM !,v.:huu:wu that winch, dae chirisiun DUSLOT Dappens w
(lf*t*m tie orthodox fiath

hot the Managers of the Snnday School Uneeon, are full well impressed with the
f'i:m_l:fwr of clerieu] mterterence, is snfitciently mumtest from the clause m their con-
stitntion, which adonts but Eoomen as members of their board, and that they ap-
prenendthe foree of the argrnents wheeh saelt mterference wonld mevitably ad-
duce, 1 opposition to thar praver for a chiaeter is evident from the faet, that they
have told you, that all bhat Tovmen are excluded from thor board. But it happens
that not xt.nh*-l.hm(in.:r the resolution they have evineed, the acumen they have ds-
nlaved, the sazueity aindd determination, with which all these movements are frangnt,
they hiave been seduced from their purpose by that goed feehng—that chnstian
ceguiescence—tha! ngh degree of haninlity which rebgion nimposes, and which
e Dastors cun .Luim:tl_x turn to any end wineh they deem good.

Tlioy have ssstired us that all men and 2l ehildren, and of all denominations are
nlike ohjcets of thenr fostering care oned that no religrons ereced—no sectran teel-
ing, no desive but that of doing rood can operate upon ther minds. 1 beheve
then: they are ieapable of falsceiood, 1tis not posaible to nike them designedly
do wrong. T repest it not of them T have feary nor s it of men remnarkable
the reverend pastor, that 1 have dreead: for Fam wssured thatdye s simulated but
by an honest desire, to madce all men ehristians after his own fashnon—to make them
all I apuy in s own wav—to make them alj orthodox i his own tuth; he has told
us this, and he has told us the truth. Nor have T objection to the denomimation of
chrstians whom he would lead.  1am not ene of those who would denounce them
as sectamans—who are (hspnac(] to de Ny to them the full measure of g"(m(l mten-
toms and good works., 1 an {ﬁ"tthhf‘(l Sir, there are no christians whose uscfulness
here, whose praspects of etcFnal hliss hereafter, are better cstabhished than those

of dhat ]){Jl‘lmll of the wmmunm :h--.ungluwhul by that name.  Farbe it from me
to entertam doubt, or tac 11]\' to an}mm to msimmuation which could east %pernmn

upou them. 1 have, Sir, resisted upon this Hoor, what I conceived tobe an attack
up:m the Trustees and Professors ot a nughhuurmq C(JH(‘”‘I" hecause accidental
association and the unalteruble aflinity of Justa-position, h'ui not taijed to operate
upon these Preshyterians, as it must do, c¢ver has done and always will do upon all
mien, whether luu*h churchinen, M. ihf‘mwhna ‘or Juws.

1115 to the casuistical workings of priest craft—the ceaseless efforts of misguid-
el men, whose brains inflamed by any passion, would make them humble and
u 1”1!1!: tools, prepare 'd cither 10 act 4y (IL( orated pagceants in the g'rand &1V, 38 1t
s calicd, in a crasade for pohtieal powrr, O o submit as ejaculating !lmt\'l‘s at the

rinke, to satisfy the vengeance of religious higotry and mad zcal,  Thisis steng
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lanpuage, but, sir, have we not been told that “wll the politicul powerin the coun-
try within ten or twenty years shall be in the hands of’ persons whose churneters
have been formed at Sunday Schools”—formed under the direction of those whio
can force out of circulation that ol which they do not approve—of those whe
boldlv assert that they will foree into use that which they have mutilated, and have
ndapted to their own ends—of” those who daringly deelare that they are dictators
to the consciences of thousands of immortal béings—of' those whose organ utters
anathemas from the House of God, calling on his {followers to {form a ““clinstian
party in politics,” to be supported by halt w million of followers—to establish ce-
clesiasticul domination—the rites of baptism—the orthodox fuith throughout the
Jand.

Such consequences are not to be apprehended within our day, but they are to
be apprehended if we believe the predictions of the pious gentleman, and ift we
regard the prayer of the petitioners asking a chartery; und the Hhill which they
have prepared for our file, authorizing them “forever hereatter to hold all and all
manner of Junds, tenements and hereditaments,” without hmitation of titne or
capital, but merely acquiescing in the limitation of mouied mceome, not to exceed
ten thousand dollars per year.

We wee told that no scetaran feeling can operate 1n the board of managers—
that all persony may become contreibutors——mayv be mude voters, and that no man
is disqualificd by his religious sentiments from participation in then concerns, Lt
it be admitted that there 1s no test at this time in force.  But bas not their report-
cr—the accomplished and frank expounder of their views, the Neverend gentle-
man told us, from the pulpit, in the bhouse of God, that he would marshal Ins for-
ces,—that he would call on half a million of followers to proseribe, exclude from
the highest to the lowest civil oflices those who had not been “baptized”—who
are not orthodox in their faith—*¢those who are not Preshbyterians”. | Can it be
believed that this gentleman whose character stands so deservedly high for steadi-
ness of purpose, would say that which he did not mean to be seriously received,
that having said it, he would not act upon it, or that he acting upon 1t would disre-
gard the means which we have been told would in ten years give effect tothe great
cnd?  Would he in his pious endeavours to do that which he conscientiously
thinks right, forbear to apply lus cloquence? would he not marsh#l his forces to
exclude from the list of agents, if not from the board of managers, all those whadse
“creed, whose purposes and whose objects were not consistent with his own?

But, sir, how 1s the fact? A reverend gentlemnan has already been employed
with a large salary “to take the field:” a missionary fund has becn established, col-
lected from the auxiliary schools connected with the vast machine.

A grand system of proselytism has been formed-—rules are given for the modes
of attack upon the old and the young—*“the hour of affliction, the moments of dc-
spair,” are pointcd out as it occasions to grasp the victims of sectarian zcal.

I must again absolve the gentleman at the head of this institution; and, Sir,
most emphatically do I except those, whose names are embedied in your hill with
their consent, and those whose names are so embodied without (heir- consent, and
those who have contributed by their money, and their countenance, to the objects
of the Sunday School Union—from all suspicion of aught unjust or unfar. -

I shall be forgiven, I trust, by thewmw, if in obedience to my oath to defend the
constitution, I oppose a deliberate plan to exclude in ten or twenty years, anv set.
of men, whether educated or uneducated, whether “orthodox?’ or heterodox, from
the political power of the country, a plan avowedly to opcerate in destroying the
freedom of the press—in fact to establish ecclesiastical domination throughout the
Iand.

The Honourable Mr. Wise followed in the {rain of Mr. Powell, and
announced a wonderful discovery. ¢ But, Sir,”” said he, ¢ this 1s not
all that has been discovered.— Whether it be the intention to form a
union of Church and State, can only be known or suspected from cir-
cumsfances. I take this opportunity of noticing a sermon delivered
by the celebrated Doctor Ely, on the 4th of July last in the seventh
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Preshytevian Church,  He was pleased to say, ¢ That our presidents,
sceretaries, represcutatives, judges, justices and city magistrates are
bound to Le o thodoa in their Taith.®  Y'concur with him in opinion, that
(rue piely and fatth in the Saviour should belong not only to our rulers
but to all ot us.” In this one sentence Mr. FFise indicates that his name
1s not wholly a misnomer. e then proceeds to quote the passages in

my discourse which are above cited 1 the show billy and then adds,

“sentiments in direct opposttion to the sacred charter of our liberties, which
declares, “that no person who acknowledges the being of a God, and a future
state of rewards wnd punishments, shadl be disqualified to hold any oftice or place
of trust or profity” and that “*Qur c¢lections shall be free and equal,” bhut further
does this gentleman say, L am free to declarey would preter for my chief magis-
trate, and judge and rulery @ sound Presbyterian.”’

| leave this part of the subject without further comment; only observing that
the rentleman last spoken ofy 1s the writer of the report and infull confidence and
[eagrue with the Sunday School Union. IE our clections are to be trammelled
upon, if our rights are to be invaded, it public opmion is to he forestalled by the
adoption of these principles—from such a union may we be delivered.””

[.et me ask Mv, TFiseif my preference of a Presbyterian, other
things being cqualy to a man of difterent theological opinions disquali-
Sies any one from holding an oflice? That our clections may be free and
cqualy 18 it necessary that 1 should vote for every man, whether wise
ot olher-wise, to be a ruler? Must I violate our constitutional charter,
i [ refuse to vote for a-man whom I deem not merely worthless, but
absolutely a nuisan ivil soclety? —_—

[ should rejoice to believey on good evidence, that there are none in
the Senate of this State who deny ¢ a future state of rewards and pun-
ishinents;’ but conlessedly, Mr. Wise being my expositor of the con-
stitution, I may refuse to vote for onc who does not acknowledge ¢¢ the
being of a.God and a future state of rewards and pumishments:” and .
this 1s no violation_of the freecdom and equality of our elections. Will
Mre. Wise have the goodness to inform the republic what part of our
constitution it 1s, which requires a Deist to vote for a Christian, or a
Christian fora Dest? Where 1s our freedom, it we may not, so many
ol us as are agreed 1n the propriety of the measure, support.a man of
gonfl moral character, who is friendly to Christianity in preference to
such profane, drunken, scurrilous, and anti-christian characters as are
sometimes found 1n our halls of legislation? |

[t scems that all the liberty which some men conceive that our con-
stitution secures is granted to lhe enemies of Christianity; for they will
-allow usnoliberty to withhold our suffrages from candidates for oflice
whom we think, on account of irreligion and unmorality, to be unwor-
- thy of public confidence. ~ -

I have contended for no other privilege than this, that all good and
Christian men, who can coincide with me n judeement, should be at
liberty to withhold their votes from candidates whom they do not cloose
(o ¢clect, and to confer them on persons whomn they may prefer, on ac-
count of their morality and religion.  Zhis lLiberty 1t scemns we may
not exercise, without hearing from the senate chamber the cry of a sage
Wise man indeed, ‘“our elections are to be trammelled upon;” [pray,
what does that mean?] “ our rights are to be mvaded,” and ¢ public
opinion 13 to be forestalled by the adoption of these principles,” From
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swch Senators may our enlightened, Christian people bo delivered; net
by legislative, not by constitutional disfrauchiscinents, but by the prey-
alent good sense, and established moral principles of an honourable,
but dishonoured community.

The Lennsylvania Beporter of Feb. 15th, from which the sayings of
Mr. Wise were cited, ascribes to Mr. Brown the following pertinent

fanguage, which bears not on my Scermon, but on the business before
the Senate,

“ Now, siry, what 18 it that the members of the Sunday School Union ask of this
ommittee? Do they ask you for the privilege of writing, publishing, and dissemina.
tng their hooks throughout the commonwealth or the union? no, they ask you
for no such thing: und why, beenuse they have the privilege already to the great.
cst possible extent—DBut, sivy they ask you for an act of wmcorporation, they ask
for the usual corporate privileges—privileges which huve been granted to all
hterary, charitable, and religious societies without distinetion, and it iy the fivst
time, siry since 1 have bad the honour of being a representative of the people,
vea Tmight add, since the formation of our most happy system of government,
that such objections huve been made as those raised to defeat the bill now under
consuleration.

But it s gratifying, sir, that the opponents of this bill arc constrained to admit,
that Sunday Schools have done much good, and that many poor and destitute
children have been taught through their instrumentality, ‘This being admitted, why
refuse an act of incorporation? If the old adage still stands good, that ¢ the
tree 1s known by its fruit,” why refuse the usual fucilitics that are given to other
socicties, to enable them to transact their fiscal concerns, Might not this society
with the greatest propriety, say to the opposition in this committee, " many good
works have we done among yvou, for which of these do you oppose us and reject

curappheation?

BBut sir, in 1ny humble opinion, the objection that is urged against this bill, that
the society may probably at some future period do much mischicf, is one of & most
extraordinary nature: they tell us, sir, that there s danger of this institution pro-
duemyg sectarianism, and a thousand other evils that they have conjured up. In-
deed siry they deserve credit for the fertility of imagination, with which they have
gone back many cenuuries to the dark ages of the world, and presented to our
view an host of hobgoblins, that had long since been consigned to the shades of
forgetfulness, and with this appulling picture of human misery and degradation,
they flatter themselves that they will be able to deter us from granting an act of
incorporation to the Sunday School Union.  But sir, T conceive the gentlemnen
have been extremely unfortunate in the application of their arguments—for if [
know any thing about the natural connection between cause and effect, the very -
reverse of what they predicty will be the consequence of Sabbath School teach-
ing.

%bcliuve siry 1t will be admitted, that ignorance is the parent of bigotry and su-
perstition, and that in proportion as a community becomes enlightened, it is less
hable to be led away by what the gentlemen are pleased to call religious fanati-
cism; now if this be the case, the Sabbath schools are raising-the most effectual
barrier, that human wisdont could devise, to prevent the very evil so much depre-
ciated by the gentlemen in the opposition, for until the order of nature is inverted,
it will never be dangerous to ¢nlighten the minds of our children, Indeed siry a
very large portion of human calamnity may and will be prevented by the course of
mstruction, that is adopted in Sabbath schools; for in this institution children are
not only taught to read, but they are instructed in the principles »f morality and
religion. | ‘

But sir, we are told that the incorporation of thisinstitution will have a tendency
to produce a union of church and state. I am at a loss to know how the gentle-
men have come to this conclusion, as there is nothing in the premises that will war-
rant it.—So far from there being any danger on this score, the manner of teaching
in Sabbath sehools will most cfiectually prevent it, for it is certain as any demonstra-
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tion can be, that an enlightened and intelligent communhty, composed too of dif-
ferent denominutions of chiristiang, will never suffer such an unholy alliance. But,
Mr. Chairman, why won't the gentlemen oppose'this bill on the usual grounds of
opposition; if we were to be told in this case, that it would be injudicious to grant
this society corporate powers—that it would be unsafe to remove that personal
responsibility which now attaches itself to t—"Then sir, we could meet the ques-
tion fairly, and discuss it on its true merits—but siry 1 do protest against the intro-
duction of objections to this bill on the score of religion—it s the first time that
such objections have beenurged aguinst granting o simple act of incorporation
and I hope it will be the last.

Before 1 sit down, Mr, Chairman, I will ask the gentlemen in the opposition, to
Foint out what purt of the constitution will be violated-—which of your Juws will
e broken—what right or privilege of the citizen will be invaded by this act of
incorporation—and if they point out to me all or any of these, then siry 1will go
with them in rejecting the bill.”

‘To the Honourable gentlemen who have introduced my sermon to
considerable distinction 1 tender my thanks, because their strictures,
whether just or unjust, will have a tendency to promote the considera-
tion of the truth, and the more extended influence of Christian principle
in our future elections.

Some of the errors, however, into which these learned commentators
have fallen ought to be corrected. |

It is not true that I have cver advocated the union of Church and
Slate in any publication from the pulpit or the press: bat on the con-
trary in my discourse on the 4th of July last, the very discourse which
18 adduced 8s proof of a dispusition {riendly io such a union, it is dis-:
tinctly stated,

“] would guard, however, against misunderstanding and misrcpresentation, -
when [ state, that all our rulers ought in their official stations to serve the Lord
Jesus Christ. [ do not wish any religious test to be preseribed by constitution, and
proposed do @ man on kis acceptance of any publictrust.  Nelher can any intelligent

Sriend of his country and of true relicion desire the establishment of any one religious
sect by civil law.  Lel the religion of the DBible rest- on that everlusting rocky and on

those spiritual laws, on whick Jehovak has founded his kingdom: let Christianity by
the Spirit of Christ in her members support herself: Ler CUURCH AND STATE BE Folt
uvER brstizcr: but, stillylet the doctrines and precepts of Christ goyvern all men,
in their relations and employments.”

1t did not suit che convenience of the persons who furnished the Senate
with extracts from my sermon, to give them a sight ot these lines, which
originally stood as they now stand, in unmediate connexgon with some
of the extracts published.

For twenty years past I have publicly returned thanks, on almost
every Lord’s. Day,- for our civil and religious liberties, and for our f{ree-
dom in this happy country from an unhallowed union of Church and
State; and [ can confidently assure my fellow-citizens, that there is,
to the best of my knowledge and belief, neither Mimster nor Elder in the
Presbyterian Church in the United States, who 1s an advocate for any
establishment of any religious sect by any civil government. Our whole
system of Presbyterian Church government coincides with the civil
iberty and- the representative governments of our country. All our
pastors are chosen by their congregations, and all our ruling Elders 1n
our Sessions and Presbyteries are the represenfatives of the people.

It 13 not §rue that I ever was the JAgent of the American Sunday-
Sehool Union, or ¢ in full confidcnee and league” with that Institution,
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i the sense in whitch (woof the Senators would convince their con-
stituents that Lam.  Last May a committee of the Managers of that
union, requested me to compile thenr annual report for them, from docu-
ments which they furnished.  That labour I performed. 'The Mana-
rers took my comptlation mto their own hands; and altered 1t accord-
ing to thetr ewu pleasure.  Subsequently I read the report in public.—
At another time, by particular request, 1 examtned a small publication,
which they reprinted.  This 1 all the connexion I ever had with the
Sanday-school Union, divect, or indivect; 1f you except the purchase
of a few ol their books; the obtaining of one daonation in books from them
for Cantonment Leavenworth'in the Missourt Territory; and the contii-
bution, lately, of a sinall sum to their funds. Itis not more than 3 months
since 1 first became a subscriber of any thing to this truly philanthropic
eharity. 1 hope, however, in future to become more elfectually their
fellow servant in thetr benevolent operations, as some compensation for
the mjury intended them, and partially done them, by the discharge of
broken fragments of my discourse at their devoted head.  There ig
reason to hope, that the rasistance which the School Union has ex-
perienced in the Senate will commend 1t to the more acdent friendship
of alt who love the progress of knowledge, liberty, and piety in our
land. '

It was an error in the Honourable Mr. Duncan, to speak of my dis-
course as having been delivered at Norristown. e was probably led into
this mistake by some representations n the News-Papers of a sermon
which | preached in that place on the 2d ot September last.

In illustration of the assertion, that we can form correct notions of
the moral character of abeing whom we have never seen, 1 reminded my

=~ hearers, that they had all formed some conceptions of the moral charac-
ter of Washington; and latterly of General Jackson. My notions of
his character might be correct, or incorrect; but [ would tell them an
anccdote which ["thought conveyed a justidea of him. 1-then stated
what I now retlerate: '

'That between three and four years prior to the General’s being first
nominated as a candidate tor the Presidency, Mr. Sommerville, then an®
accomplished young oflicer in the Navy, but since deceased, informed
some of my family connexions, that he had lately sl)cnt a week 1n the
General’s company, at hts own house; that the General appeared to himn to
be greatly changed in several respects; and that the General had said
to him, in a very serious and nmpressive manner, “ You MAY DEPEND
UPON ITy SOMMERVILLE, THAT WITHOUT TRUE RELIGION THERE 1S
'NO HAPPINESS IN THE PRESENT LIFE, AND NONE TO BE EXPECTED IN
re NexT.”? I told my heavers, that this 1s a true saying; and I was
aware that coming from a distinguished fellow citizen it might have
some influence with some men who nore regard the word ol their de-
servedly favourite Hero than the word of God. |

This statement has been shamefully distorted; but I think the anec-
dote worthy of any pulpit, and calculated to do good.  Would to God
that many admirers of General Jackson would record this among many
of his patriotic and excellent sentiments, on the tablets of their %earts!
They would then cease to think hin likely to prove a patron of their
exterminating party zeal, and licentious lives. I have repeated the

a ] - . L
_same anecdote, years ago in Flemington, N, J.; and 1n August last in
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Huntingdon in this state. My numerous hearers will recollect the an-
cedote. I ever the General should be President, as b freely acknowl-
edre itismy hope that he may be, I may predicts from my knowledge
ol him, without the spivit of prophecy, that he will disappoint many ot
his fricuds and foes, by being the tmpartial, temperate, prudent, and
excmplary Chief Magistrate of the whole nation,

Mr., Duncan has intimated that my discowrse on the dth of July,
“was preached in favour of the election of General Jackson’  How
far this is true, every person who will read, may judge for himself,—
Those who represent General Jackson as one of the worst of men, must
think my scermon a point blank shot into his heart.

Since, howevery, 1 have been called in question about my politics
before the Senatey, T will here states for T fear nothing from candour;
that Mrs. Jackson, (for the politics ot the day, include her)is an eni-
nently pious woman, and has sustained this character for about a,quarter
of a century.  On the subject of baptism, 1 believe sheis a Baptistyana
has been immersed. I have heard no evil said of hery by those who
know her, unless it be this, that she prefers «a prayer-anceting lo « palace;
and this will not sink her in the estimation of any who do not forget
thenr religion in their pohitics.

Of the General 1 shall say, that he is as far from Aypocrisy as any
man living; and shall give a few extracts from some of his fetters, which
I think wall show himv in lis private character, in a true light. I must
beg his pardon for making, without the opportunity of asking his consent,
the present use of his friendly communications to me.

Under date of Nashville, April 21st, 1825, he thus writes me on the

subject of a clergyman who had been suspended for many years on

account of some imputed errovs in doctrine;—

“Sin,—Ncing informed by my firrend, the Rev. Mr. C. of this place, that the case
of the aged, pious, and reverend Thomas B. Craighead, 1s to be discussed before
the General Assembly at Philadelphia, at its approaching session, 1feel it my duty
to address you on that subject.

Having known Mr. Craighead from my boyhood,—having been raised in the
neighbourhood in which he commenced his mimistry ;—having been watted by for-
tune to this Western Country, in which he had settled himself and presided over
a congregation large and respectable;—and having for the last thirty-four years of
my life lived within five miles of his house; 1 am authonzed in saying that 1 have
a full knowledge of him, both in his private walks and public ministry, And if
we are justified in judging the tree by its fiuits, T can with great truth testify, that
no man has labourced with more zeal n the mimistry, and that none have been more
respected for picty, ormore revered as Christians, and as men. He has done much
good, and would have done still more, but for the inbappy difterence which arose
- between him and some of the clergy in Kentucky on some doctrinal points.  This,
originating warmth of discussion, was carried, perhups, too far; and enlisting ad-
vocates nearly poised on both sides, linited the extent of his services, and has end-
ed in his suspension for some years:—a circumstance which has been much regret- |
ted by a great proportion of the good citizens, and Christian professors here; and
has injuriously aftfected, as I believe, the Presbyterian cause.

To sce a venerable man, whose hairshave grown grey in the service of his God:
a man whase walks have bheen the prety, morahity, and benevolence of the true re-
ligion; respected by all—but deprived of the bencfit of communion, and for that
which many, very many of the most pious Presbyterians, cannot regard as incon-
sistent with the Holy Scriptures, which are the guide of all Christians; has filled
us here with much regret: and itmay be truly said, that nothing would give more

general satisfaction, or tend more to the prosperity of this church, than his resto-
ration.
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Disunion 15 evil ‘in both Church and State; and the present is a period, whew
every menns, consistent with the principles of true rehignion, ougrht to be employed
to restore harmony and union to the Chrstian cause. ’T'rs vehigion to inculcate
charity, andd of a brother err, to forgive hin. And mthe sincere reliance upon
those principles, while T shall be acquitted of anv view {o dictate to the calm
dehiberation of the Assemblyy T hope that this address will be excused from my
desire to represent farly the character of the sged and pious Mr. Cringhead. This
alone has been my mouve: and to have done less would have been injustice to my
own feehng, as well as tovthe interests of the Chureh.™

Under date of Washineton, Jan. 1s{ 1821, on the same subject, the
General writes {o me, ¢ Before 1 cloge this letter, will you again per-
mit me to bring to your recollection the case of my aged and pious friend,
the Rev. Mr. Craizhead, and request that vou will endeavour to have
his case finally considered before your next General Assemblyr My
prayer 1s, that he may be restored to his Churchy and fellowship with
the Chnistian brethren, "This, and this alone, can bring his hoary head
i peace {o the grave.”

Sufiice 1t here tosav, that soon after this, the case of Mr. Craighead
was finally reviewed; he was restored to the ministry and the Pres-
bytery within whosge bounds he resided, with the full approbation of the
assembly:and has since retived to his everlasting rest.

One short extract more, is from a letter dated at his Hermitage, July
12th 1827, in which the General ravs,

“ Having been educated and brought up under the disgppline of the
Presbyterian rule (my mother beire a member of that Church) 1 have
always had a preference for 1it.  Awongst the createst blessings secu-
red to us under our Constitution, 1s the hiberty of worslopping God as
our conscience dictates. All true Christians love each other, and while
here below ought to harmomze; for all must unite m the realms above.
I have thought one evidence of true religion 1¢, when all those who be-
lieve in the ample atonement of our crucified “Haviour are found in har-
mony and friendship together, | -

My encmies have chavged me with every crime but hypocrisv: T be-
lieve they have never alleged this against me: und 1 can assure you no
change of circumstances, no exalted oftice can-work a change upon wme.
I will remain uniformly the samne, whether in the chair of state, or at
the Hermitage, My habits are too well fixed now to be altered.”

Such as these extracts from lns letters, written without any concep-
tion of their ever being made public, indicate him to be, I believe Gen-
eral Jackson 1s. I have never aflirmed, that he 1s a renewed man, by
the power of divine erace. That question must be left with himself
and his Maker. N - e

1 have declared my knowledge of the fact, that he 1sthe avowed
friend of Christiamty; and I clam the 1Ur€rty of thinking and speaking
as freely on this subject as those numerous Kditors of papers, who for
the sake of abusing the candidate for the Presidency whom they oppose,
have been very abundant in thewr vituperations of myselt.

No office, no worldly emolument do 1 seek. 1 feel no conviction of
having prostituted the pulpit, for the promotion of simister, party pur-
poses. My desire 18, that correct religious principles may govern my-
self, and all of my fellow citizens, tn all the transactions of private and

ublic life. I freely confess that I esteem General Jackson muchj and

love mv country much; but I love Christ more, )



