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LETTER, &c.

New-York, Nevember 23, 1808.

GENTLEMEN,

TRUTH, as well as innocence, frequently
muft borrow the veil of myftery ; and fadts of
the higheft importance in the prefent circumftan-
ces will be prefented to you by an unknown
hand.

In the name of cur country, of our dear bought
liberty, of our f-derative fyftem of government,
read the followiug fketch before you determine
by your votes who fhall be our next Prefident,
and then follow the dictates of an independent
confcience.

Providence, favorable to this happy land, to
the caufe of man, and to his rational rights hath
within a few days thrown into the hands of the
writer an inconteftible hiftorical document which
unriddles the plots and the machinations which
have from the beginning of our federal conftitu-
tion threatened its exiftence. The origin of the
parties which have agitated our ftates is there un-
ravelled, the leading characters unmalfked, and
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their fecret views expofed. The notes made by
the late Cuier Jutice Yates, of the debates of the
federzl convention 1n 1787, to which he was fent
by the ftate of New-York, do yet exiit ; and a
faithful copy ofthat valuible manufcript made by
Mr. Lanﬁng, allo a delegate to the convention,
and now Chancellor of our ftate, will {oon be
offered to the people, as the beft commentary on
their conftitutional laws. An extract of that
ineltimable chronicle is now laid before you,
gentlemen, and you will find in perufing it, that
three diftinét forms of government were propofed
to the convention. One on the principles of uni-
ty and confolidation, to the total exclufion of
ftate governments, prefented by the delegates
from Virginia, and advocated by Mr. Mabpison.
The other facderative, protecting the local {ov-
ereignty of the ftutes, offered by New-Jerfey.
Tae tiurd, moaarchical, on tae prine piw fthe
Britiih government, recomme 1(1((1 by Mr. HHu-
milton. A combination of thefe three iorms
hath preduced our general povernment ; neither
of them were exciufively adopted, but fome of
the parties under whofe influcince they have been
introduced have never ceafed,fince by manage-
ment and intrigue, to regain the ground which
the wifdom cf the convention had made them
lofe. The partizans of the Virginia plan have
been remarkably afiiduous to accomplifh that ob-
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jedt, and that ftate, not content with having been
gratified, withonly one exception since the be-
ginning of our {federal government, in the ambiti-
on of fupplying the unionwithachief andacrowd
of executive otticers, hath unrelentingly employ-
ed the immenfe weightof its numerous variegated
population and of its proportionate repreientation
1n the national councils, to favor its own views
of fupremacy, and to fet afide by congreffional
maneceuvres the claufes of our federation. We
hove feen lately the legislature of that ftate at-
teinsaag to siduence Congrels, that Congrefs
n; bt inflaence the naton to place once more
onc o taeir citizens in the Prefidential chair, in
the room of another of their citizens who was
witndrawing from tiwt 1wof“t But, gentlemen,
wiiat will be your aftonithment when you find by
tie actes of Judge Yates that the citizen thus
}*;;:‘i'cntcd to the peopie by a deveted caucus of

sunoers of Congrefs to become our chief magis-
trate ind the regulator of our federation, is Mr.
Midiion, the very man who attemipted in their
behuf, with a perfevering obftinacy in the fedc-
ral convention, to proftrate our ftate governments,
which are the pillars of our federation, to fub-
ftitute for our excellent federative union a con-
folidated government, and by an incquality of
{uffrages founded on the numerous population of
the large ftates, to concentrate all the power
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and influence in their hands, and doom the mi-
nor {tates to dependance and {ubjetion?

When we compare these undeniable facts with
the late unprincipled attack made by the caucus
at Wathington on all the precautions taken by
the framers of the conftitution to prevent any
adventitious body from influencing the Prefiden-
tial election, judicicufly referved to the ftates
themficlves, we are ftruck with wonder and the
moft afHicting thoughts perplex our minds.

But what can be done at this late hour when
all thearts of anambitious party have been ufed to
{fecure the fuffrages of the people ? Nothing but
an appealto your republican principles and your
faithfulnefs to the ftates who have invefted you
with the moft valuable prerogative of their fov-
reignty. Take for your guide our state rights
and the conftitutions which guarantee them, and
obliged to make a choice between Mr. Clinton
and Mr. Madifon, give your votes to the one
who hath never deviated and who is now what
he always hath been, an energetic fupporter of
the American federation, but an enemy to con-
{olidation and monarchy. To follow the unerr-
ing path of theconftitution can never lead aftray,
to difappoint the defigning violaters of the law
can never be wrong. Let us fee then what the
conftitation prefcribes.

1. It forbids the members of congrefs to be«
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come elcétors of Prefident, becaufe they are to
be the judges of his election and to make a choice
by ftates if there be none made by the electorss,
and becaufe reafon dictates that the Prefident
muft be independent for his continuance in office
on all but the people themfelves.

2. It refers to the feveralmembers of the un-
ion in their political capacity the appointment
of the fupreme executive, and it determines that
the eletors chofen according to their direction
fhall vote in their refpetive ftate a fhort time af-
ter their appointment, and on a particular day ;
becaufe it was effential by that {cattered and ifo-
lated fituation of the ele&ors, and their fimulta-
neous vote to prevent as much as pofiible foreign
and local intrigue at the feat of the general gov-
ernment, and in the corrupting atmofphere of the
diplomatic corps, and to fruftrate machinations
which might be predjudicial to the moft honett,
and the moft independent choice.

Party {pirit, gentlemen, hath put afide thofe
rules and expects with confidence, from your
flexibility to its liberticidal mandates the mott
immoral victory. But your country will be more
powerful in your hearts than a greedy and bewil-
dered party and you will liften to its call.

‘Thefe motives, gentlemen, are fufficient to
juftify the republican diffent of the friends of
Governor Clinton, but other reafons not lefs co-
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gent {eem to indicate the pronriety of entruftine

¥ F

at this cmincus veried to Mirs Georpr Clinton ag
Prefident & to Mr. Ja.nes Monroe as V. Praindent,
the management of our Antional concerns. The
hiftory of all COVErr .aenes teach as that when
Miniiters have eiabuarked 1n meaiures wich aime
and experience, have proved w be peiicious,
they are reraoved b y thewr {overeign, though
their zeal is valued and their talents appreciated.
Why fhould the republics be deprived of that ad-
vantage which hath saved fo many monarchics
from deltruction ? The negociations of Mr.
Madifon with the Belligeients have proved hith-
erto ineffectual. He is committed to the courfe
of meafures which have bcen purfued, he is
pledged to certain propofitions which have been
already rejected.  An accommodation with him
is morc than doubtiul, and is it probable that his
elevation from the oifice of forcign aduirs to the
Prefidential chair will ameliorate our fituation
and enable us to avoid forcign war or dome:tic
ruin{ In the mean time while pubiic dittrels in-
creafcs and difcontent pervades ali the parts of
our union, impending woes awake the natural
feelings of {elf prefervation, and attenuate thoie
of public virtue ; the delegated powers under
the garb of which thc greateft futferings and
privattons are inflicted upon the people, begin to
be legally inveftigated in feveial ftates ; the fed-
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grative ties may f{oon be loofencd by the uncon-

roulable hand of defpair ; great calamities men-
ace our political exiftence, and ve could avoid
them all by taking for our pilots able rulers, who
would become influential conciliators at home,
and refpected negociators abroad.

Being fatished, gentlemen, that you will fet
more valueon the lafting eftcem of pofterity than

onthelight applaufes of tranfient parties, I fincere-
ly hope that thefe reprefentations will coincice
with your intentions ; but if T am miftaken in
that fluttering expetation, I fhall receive from
my own heart the only reward to which I afpire,
a gratifying fentiment of having followed the
impulfe of honour, gratitade, and an unfhaka-
ble attachment to the welfare of our country.

A Citizen oF New-YoRK.

EXTRACT of the notes made by the lat;
Chief Juftice Yates, one of the reprefentatives
of the ftate of New-York, in the Convention
of the United States in 1787, copied from the
original manufeript of the faid Chicf Juitice by
the Chancellor of the fzid ftate, John Lanfing,
jun. and certified by him to be a true copy of
the faid notes :

‘“ The reprefentatives from the different ftates
having met on the 25th of May, 1787, at the

State Houfe in Philadelphia, General Wathing-
B
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ton having been unanimoufly placed in the chait,
and Major Jackfon, by the vote of all the ftates,
except Pennfylvania, appointed Secretary. The
Convention proceeded to read the powers given
by the different ftates to their delegates, among
which were particularly noticed the power of
~ Delaware, which reftrained its delegates from
affenting to an abolition of the sth article of the
Confederation, by which it is declared that each
State [ball have one vote. |
¢ The 28th, his excellency governor Ran-
dolph, a member from Virginia, got up, and
in a long ard elaborate {peech thewed the detects
exifting in ‘he federal government then in exift-
ence, as totally inadequate to the peace, fafety,
and fecurity of the Confederacy, and the abfo-
lute neceflity of a more energetic government.

¢« He clofed thefe remarks with a fet of refo-
lutions, 1§ in number, Whiéh he propofed to
the Convention for their adoption, and as lead-
ing principles whereon te form a new govern-
ment. He candidly confefled they were not cal-
culated for a federal government. He meant a
ftrong confolidated union, in which the idea of
ftates thould be nearly annihilated. |

¢« Mr. C. Pinckney, a member from South
Carolina, added, thathe had reduced his ideas
of a new government to a {yftem, which he read,
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and confefled that it was grounded on the fame
principle as thofe refolutions.

<« The 2d of June 1787, Mr. Randolph dif-
played the views of the plan of Virginia, with
refpet to the executive branch of the union.—
He propofed the eftablithment of a directory of
three ; dividing the ftatesin three divifions, and
taking an executive from each, chofen by the
people, and invefted with extenfive power.—
That idea was rejected by almoft all the other
delegates, and the principle of a fingle execu-
tive adopted.

¢ Mr. Madifon, from Virginia, endeavoured
to fupport the plan of that ftute in all its branch-
es, and aftera fpeech pronounced by Mr. Reed,
to prove that the fltate governments muft fooner
or later be at an end, and that, therefore, it was
the duty of the Convention to make the new na-
tional government as perfect as poffible ; he gave
it as hisopinion, that when the ccnvention agreed
to the firft refolve of having a national govern-
ment it was then intended to operate ta the exclufion
of federal government, and that the more exten-
five the bafis was made the greater would be the
probability of duration, happizefs, and good
order.

¢ Mr. James Wilfon, from Pennfylvania, -
pofed the annihilation of the ftate government,

and he reprefented that the freedom of the peo-

.
-
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ple, and their local and internal gobd police, de-
pended on their exiftence in full vigor, and that
it was not poffible that a general government, as
defpotic even as that of the Roman Emperors,
could be adequate to the government of North
America. |

«Mr. King‘-, from Mafsachufetts, inthe courfe
of thefe debates did not thow himfelf averfe to
the ftate governments ; but on the contrary 1n
oppofition to Mr. Madifon, who wanted the new
conftitution to be accepted by the people at
large, he obferved, that as the people 1n every
ftate had tacitly agreed to a federal government,
the legislature in every ftate had a right to con-
firm any alteration or amendment 1n it, and he
{uppofed that the moft eligible mode of approv-
ing the conititution would be a convention in
every ftate. |

‘¢ The 8th of June, Mr. C. Pinckney having
moved that the National Legislature thould have:
the power of negativing all the laws paffed by
the ftate legislatures, which they may deem imn-
proper, he was warmly fupported by Mr. Ma-
dizuii, wilo infifted that the unlimited power in
t12 general government of negativing the laws
pafled by the ftate governments was abfolutely
neceflary— that it was tne only attraive princi-
ple which would retain the centrifugal force, and
that without it planets will fly from their orbits.



13

¢ Mr. Gerry obferved ironically, that he was
not willing to take fuch a ieap in the dark, and
recommended to designate the power of the INa-
tional Legislatuse, to which tie mgattv@ QU “*ht
toapply. Mr. Madifon insifteq tiat nothing bu
the propofed fyftem could refiore the peace: ﬁnd
harmony of the country. Mr, Pinckney’s mo-
tion was loft, {even ftates againft it, and Virgi-
nia, Pennfylvania, and Massachufetts for it.

¢¢ The gth of June, the convention being en-
gaged in the difcutlion of the right of fuffrage
by the number of inhabitants and not by ftates,
Mr. Wilfon having moved that the mode of re-
prefentation of each of the ftates, ought to
be from the number of its free inhabitants, and
of every other defcription three fifths to one free
inhabitant, Mr. Madifon agreed to fix accord-
ingly the standard of representation.

‘¢ On the question to fill up the blank of the
duration of the first branch of the National Le-
gislature, Mr. Madifon was for three years,
though Mr. Gerry was afraid that the people
would be alarmed at that claufe favouring of def-
poti{m.

“ On the motion to fill up the blank of the
duration of the fecond branch of the National
Legislature, Mr. Madifon was for 7 years, and
declared that confidering this branch as a check
on democracy, it couid not be too strong.
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« A plzin oppoied to the Virginia plan fup-
ported by Mr. Madifon, having been prefented
by Mr. Patterfon, the purpofe of which was
merely to amend the old confederacy, Mr. Ma-
difon attempted to have it rejected in toto ; but
Mr. Hamilton prevented it, and faid that he was
not in fentiment with either plan, that he fup-
pofed both might again be confidered as federal
plans, and being both fairly in committee be
contrasted fo as to make a comparative estimate
of the two.

«« The 16th of June, Messrs. Lansing and
Patterson expofed all the inconveniences of the
Virginia plan, and its dangerous tendency, after

which Mr. Wilifon stated as follows the two plans:

VIRGINIA. JERSEY.

Proposes two branches in the A single legislative body.
legislature.

The legislative power derive  The legislative power deriv-
ed from the people. ed from the state,

A directory first, and by a-  No provision for the execu-
mendment a single executive. tive.

The legislature to legislate = The legislature to legislate
on all national concerns. only on limited objects.

The legislature to have the The executive to have the
power of negativing all the state power to compel obedience.

laws.
¢ Mr. Hamilton’s ideas were materially dissi-
milar to thofe two plans,andinan eloquent {peech

stigmatized them both. He did not approve the
total abolition of the state governments, but he

wanted to reduce them to simple corporations
with very limited powers. He did not think that
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2 federal government could fuit this couftry ;
but ftill he pretended that he was at a lofs to
know what could be fubftituted for it ; a repub-
lican form of government could not be perfet.
But he would hold it, however, unwife to change
it, though he confidered the Britith form of go-
vernment as the beft-model that the world ever
produced. He withed that the Convention could
go to the utmoft length of republican principles,
and thought that they would not deviate from it
if ihey made the chief magiftrate of the repub-
lic elective for life, and gave him the power of
negativing all laws, of making war and peace
with the advice of the fenate, and the {vle di-
rection of all military operations, &c. &c. He
propofed alfo to .ppoint in each ftate an officer,
to have a negative on all ftate laws. He confef-
{ed that his plan and that from Virginia were
very remote from the ideas of the people, and
he admitted ex plicitly, that the Jerfey plan was
mneareft to their expectations. He defcribed the
Virginia plan as being nothing but democracy
checked by democracy, or pork flilt with a httle
shange of the Jauce.

¢ Mr. Madifon did not relith at all the criti-
cifm of Mr. Hamilton, and ina lengthy ipeech
vindicated the Virginia (yftem, and attempted to
demonttrate its {uperiority over the Jerfey plan.
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*On a motion of Mr. King the Jerfey play
was rejected as inadmiflible, 7 ftates againft it
and 4 for it, including New-York.

¢¢ The committee then rofe and T'eportc:d again
the Virginia plan.

¢« Mr. Wilfon, on the ﬁrﬂ: Clanﬁ, reprefmt-—
ed, that it was not a defirable object to annihil-
ate the ftate governments.

¢¢ Mr. Hamilton corrected what he had fald
againft thofe governments; but intimated that
they ought to be reduced to a finaller fcale.
¢ Mr. King obferved, thatnone of the states
could properly be called fovereign, being de-
prived of {everal fovereign rights, fuch as muk-
ing peace and war ; and that in reality the con-
folidation had already taken place by the articles
of confederation. |
~ *¢To compromife matters between the Virginia
and the Jerfey plan, Dr. Johnfon propofed, that
the ftate government thould be preferved with
‘fome modification ; and that the ftates, in their
legislative capacity, fhould have the right to ap-
point the fecond branch of the national legisla-
ture, in order to unite them with the gene-
ral government.

«“ Meflis. Ellfworth and Johnfon {poke in fa-
vor of that modification, and obferved that the
{tate legiflature were more competent to make a
judicious choice than the people at large for the
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fecond branch, where wifdom and firmne(s were
wanted. |

¢« Mr. Madifori oppofed that idea, and for his
part, he perfifted to apprehend the greateft dan-
ger from the ftate governments ; and he declared
that he was always inclinea for a general govern-
ment emanating from the people at large, and
independent of any local authority. Finding,
however, that the majority was againft him, he
propofed a poftponement ; butit was negatived,
and the claufe propofed by Dr. Johnfon adopted.

¢ Mr. Madifon on the fub-queftion relative
to the organization of the Senate, and the rota-
tion in that braach, faid; we are a&ing in the
fime mannér as the confederation ; and by the
vote already taken, the temper of the ftate lcglf-
latures will transfufe into the fenate.

The 26th of J une, on the question of the continuancc
of the senators in office, the same Mr. Madison gave it
as his opinion; that the longer the senatars remain in of-
fice, the better it will be for the stability and permanen-
cy ofthe government: Scveral members thought difte-
rently on that question, and proved that the longer the
senators resided at the seat of government, the more
they would become naturalised to its climate and habits,

that they might even settle there, and forget their own
state and its interests.

‘“ The 26th, on a motion to strike out the clause de-
claring that the senators of the urion should be incligible
to any state office, Mr. Madison opposcd it, and obser

¢
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ved that C()u& ess had heretofore depended on state inte -
rest, and that the convention was now pursuing the same
plan. He was contrudicted by Messrs. Pinckney and
Butler; who observed, that the state and general gov-
eriments must act.together ; that the Senate, or second
branch, was the aristocratic part of our governments,
and that they mu'st be controuled by the statcs ; the
motion for strlk‘nfr out was carried. -

« The following motion was made by Mr. Lfmii'ng,
of New-York ; that the renresen*‘tlon of  tli¢ ‘stcond
branch be accor ding to the amcles of confederation, (that
isto say, on federal principles of equality.) A debate
took plice, in which M. Madison, supporting - the
Virgiunia plan, declared that the representation must not
be on federal principle, but rclative to the number of
inhabitants,  He was answered by several memlbers,
but partwuhu ly by Dr. Juhn on, who observed, that
the idea of destroying the stite covernments haviiig been
overruled, the convention was to frame a government,
not for the people of America, but for the political soci-
eties culled “states, which compose the union, and that
they must thercfore have a voice in the second, branch,
if it was meant -to prescrve their existence, the people
composing already the first branch. -

¢« Mr. Madison rose up against Dr. Johnson in de-
fencc of the Virginia plan, and supported the following
degmas ; ¢ That there s a gradation of power in all so-
cicties, from the lowest corporation to the highest sov-
ercign ; that the states never possessed the right of suv-
ercignty ; that they were only corporations having the
power of making bye-laws; that they ought to be still
morcunder the controul of the general goveriment, at
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leas” as much as they were under the King and British
government.

“ Mr. Hamilton, without adopiisg the ideas of Mr.
Madison, spoke against the motion of Mr. Lansing,
whichi was lost, 4 states for, and 6 against it.

“ Judge Ellsworth then moved, asan amendment to
the plan of Virginia, that in the sccond branch each
state should have an equal vote; equality of votes being
the principle on which all confederacies are formed.

¢ Mr. Madison refused to compromise, and exclaim.
ed, that the greatest danger for the general government,
would arise from the opposition of the northern interest
of the continent to the southern interest; alluding to
certain expressions of several members leaning towards
a division of the union, if Mr. Madison’s plan was not
modified.

¢ Dr., Franklin recommended a compromise on that
subject, and made, in his usual way, the following
comparison : ¢ when a joiner wants to fit two boards,
he takes off with his plane the uneven parts from each
side, and thus they fit: let usdo the same, said he, and
as an expedient he proposed that the senate be elected
by the states equally.” But Mr. Madison considering
tlat by his plan the senate was to be the great engine by
whizh all the state laws could be reversced and annulled,
wauald consent to no arrangement that would deprive the
large states of having in both branches a weight propor-

ticned to their population.
« Mr_ Kine recommended mederation, and was in

sentiment with those wiio wished the preservation of the
statc government. The general government, 1 his
opinion, eould be constructed sv as to cffect that ol



20

ject.  The new eonstitution must be considered as «
commisston under which the general government is tg
:ic:, and as such be the guardian of the state rights, Five
statcs vomd for the amendment, and five against it, and
one state was divided, and the amendment pr oposed by
Mr. Ellsworth was lost.
6T he 2d of July, Gen. Pinckney moved for a sclect
comnuttc to takc into cansideration beth branches  of
the chlblamre. Divers opinions were presentcd, among
whxch Gouverneur Morris sugaested the propricty of
rendering the uenate an ‘Ob()iﬂt@ aristocracy, represent-
Ing L\rg‘c pmpcrfv ‘combiued with dl%tmgunshcd talents..
- ¢ Mr. Mudison opposed the appointment of a com-
mittee—he thou; sat it would delay. the busmess, and if
'apnor;tcd from exch state, would contzin the whole
strength of state pr qv dices. A committee, not_wnhstgnd‘-=
&mg, wis 5.1 P mtex irom cach state, o
“’F'lie 3d oi' I ziv the committee met and ¢ r?reed on
the fo! lm.mp rejoert, on cmc‘xtxon that both P! oposmons
chomn be gencrally ; ad opt- d.

1

‘1st. ‘Thatin the firlt branch of the Iegxﬂaturc,
cich of the flates be allowed one member for.evs
ery @‘n.., thoufand inhabitants of the defeription
reported 1n tae 7th refolation of the commlttcc
of the whole houle; thet cach ftate not contdins
ing that number (hali be ailowed one member ;
that all bills for raifing or apportioning money
and for fixing f(alaries of the officers of govern-
ment of the United States, fhall originate in the
firlt branch, and fhall not be altered or amended
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by the fecond branch ; and, that no money fhall
be drawn from the public treafury but in purfue
unce of appropriation to be originated by the firit
branch.

“¢ 2dly. That in the fecond branch of the legif-
lature of the ftztes, each ftate thould have am
equal vote.”

¢ Mr. Madison said he restrained himself from ani-
madverting on the report from the respect alone which
he bore to the members of the committee.”’

Here end the Notes of Mr. Yates. He leftat that pe-
riod with Mr. Lansing the Convention. "I'hey had both
uniformly opposed the Virginia system, and despairing
of rendering any real service to their country, and to the
state which had sent them, they left the Convention, and
returned no more. |

"Those two honorable members officially and publicly
informed the Governor of the state of New-York of their
motives for acting as they did, ~nd by their energy,
combined with the efforts of Mr. Clinton, and several
other influential supporters of federative principles, they
subsequently sacceeded In obtaining those valuable
amendments to the constitution which are become the
palladium of ourliberty, the safeguard of our staterights,
and the foundation of true repubiican principles, so dif-
ferent from the corrupt and accommodating maxim of
many modern patriots and republicans by name, who for
the vile consideration of promotion and favor, would
sondescend to consolidate our federation iato 2 republic,



22

one and indivisible, and abandon to the unbounded
ambition of the oligarch of a single state, a supremacy
ot less alarming than the usurpation of power in the
“bands of a single man.



