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PR EFACE

T is not my intention to detain the reader

by expatiating on the variety, or the im-
portance of the {ubject, which 1 have under-
taken to treat ; fince the ment of the choice
would ferve to render the weaknefs of the ex-
ecution {till more apparent, and {till lefs excul-
able. But as I have prefumed to lay before
the Public a iz volume only * of the Hiftory
of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,
it will perhaps be expeéted that I fhould ex-
plain, in a few words, the nature and limits of
my general plan.

The memorable {eries of revolutions, which,
1n the courfe of about thirteen centuries, gra-
dually undermined, and at length deftroyed,
the {olid fabric of human greatnefs, may, with
fome propriety, be divided into the three fol-
lowing perlods.

! The firft volume of the quarto, is now contained in the
two firft volumes of this oftavo, edition,

A 2 I. The
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I. The firft of thefe periods may be traced

from the age of Trajan and the Antonines,
when the Roman monarchy, having attained

its full firength and maturity, began to verge
towards its decline; and will extend to the
fubverfion of the Weftern Empire, by the
barbarians of Germany and Scythia, the rude
anceftors of the moft polifhed nations of mo-
dern Furope. This extraordinary revolution,
which fubjefted Rome to the power of a
Gothic conquerar, was completed about the
beginning of the fixth century.

II. The {econd pericd of the Decline and
Fall of Rome, may be fuppofed to commence
with the reign of Juftinian, who by his laws,
as well as by his vitories, reftored a tranfient
{piendour to the Eaftern Empire. It will
compreiicnd the invalion of Italy by the
Lombards; the conqueft of the Afiatic and
African provinces by the Arabs, who em-
braced the religion of Mahomet; the revoit
of the Roman people againit the feeble princes
of Conftantinople ; and the elevation of Char-
lemagne, who, in the yeur eght hundred,
eftablifhed the {econd, or German Empire of
the weft.

Il The laft and lonozft of thefe periods
1iachudes about fix centuries and a half; from
- the
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the revival of the Weftern Empire, till the
taking of Conftantinople by the Turks, and
the extinftion of a degenerate race of princes,
who continued to affume the titles of Cafar
and Auguftus, after their dominions were
contrated to the limits of a fingle city; in
which the language as well as manners of
the ancient Romans, had been long fince for-
cotten, The writer who fhould undertake
to relate the events of this period, would find
himfelf obliged to enter into the general
hiftory of the Crufades, as far as they con-
tributed to the ruin of the Gree< Lmpire ;
and he would {carcely be able to reftrain
his curiofity from making {ome 1nquiry into
the ftate of the city of Rome, during the
darknefs and confufion of the middle ages.

As | have ventured, perhaps too haftily, to
commit to the prefs, a work, which, in every
fenfe of the word, deferves the epithet of im-
perfect, I conflider myfelf as contrating an
engagement to finith, moft probably in a fe-
cond voluine”, the firlt of thefe memorable
periods ; and to dehiver to the Public the
complete hiitory of the Decline and Fall of

t The Author, as it frequently happers, ook an inade.
quate taeafure of wis rrowing work, The remainder of the
firit pl:rir.]d s flted Zave voiumes 1n grarto, the f;;,r 121t
volumes of this odlavo cdition.

10 Rome,
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Rome, from the age of the Antonines, to the
fubverfion of the Weftern Empire. With
regard to the {ublequent periods, though I

may entertain fome hopes, I dare not prefume
to give any aflurances. The execution of the
exteniive plan which I have deferibed, would
conne the ancient and modern hiftory of
the World ; but it would require many years
of health, of leifure, and of perfeverance.

BEXTINCE-STREET,
Februarv 1, 1776,

P. §S. The enure Hiftory, which is now

publifhed, of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire in the Weft, abundantly dif-

charges my engagements with the Public.
Perhaps their favourable opinion may encou-
rage me to profecute a work, which, how-
ever laborious it may {eem, is the moft agree-
able occupation of my let{ure hours.

BEXNTIXNCE-STREERT,
March 1, 1781,

ettt I e i e

An Author ealily perfuades himfelf that the
public opinton 1s ftill favourable to his labours;

and
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and I have now embraced the ferious refolu-
tion of proceeding to the laft period of my
original defign, and of the Roman Empire,
the taking of Conftantinople by the Turks,
in the year one thoufand four hundred and
fifty-three. The moft patient Reader, who
computes that three ponderous volumes * have
been already employed on the events of four
centuries, may, perhaps, be alarmed at the
long profpect of nine hundred years. But it
1s not my intention to expatiate with the fame
minutenefs on the whole feries of the Byzan-
tine hiftory. At our entrance into this period,
the reign of Juftinian, and the conquefts of
the Mahometans, will deferve and detain our
attention, and the laft age of Conftantinople
(the Crufades and the Turks) is conne&ed
with the revolutions of Modern Europe. From
the feventh to the eleventh century, the ob-
fcure interval will be fupplied by a concife
narrative of fuch fals, as may ftill appear
either interefting or important.

BENTINCK-STREET,
March 1, 1782,

3 The fix volames of this o&avo edizion.

Vil
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The Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire is now delivered to the Pub-
lic in a mure convenient form. Some altera-
tions and improvements had prefented them-
{elves to my mind, but | was unwilling to
injure or offend the purchafers of the preced-
ing editions. The accuracy of the Corrector
of the Prefs has been already tried and ap-
proved ; and, perhaps, | may ftand excufed,
if, amidft the avocations of a bufy winter, I
have preferred the pleafures of compofition
and ftudy, to the mnute diligence of revifing
a former publication.

. Brxtivex-StrEET,
Arni zc, 1783,



ADVERTISEMENT,

ILIGENCE and accuracy are the only

merits which an  hiftorical  writer may
afcribe to himfelf; if any merit indeed can be
affumed from the performance of an indtpenfable
duty. I may therefore be allowed to fay that I
have carefolly examined all the original materials
that could illuftrate the fubjeét which T had un-
dertaken to treat, Should I ever complete the
exten{ive defign which has been {ketched out in
the Preface, I might perhaps conclude 1t with a
critical account of the authors confulted during
the progrefs of the whole work; and however
fuch an attempt might incur the cenfure of often-
tation, I am perfuaded, that it would be {ufcep-
tible of entertainment as well as information,

At preient I {hall content myfelf with a fingle
oblervation. The Biographers, who, under the
reigns of Diocletian and Conftanune, compofed,
or rather compiled, the lives of the Emperors,
from Hadrian to the fons of Carus, are v r'u'.;:tllj,:
mentioned under the names of Ailius Spartianus,
Julius Capitolinus, Alius Lampridius, Vulcatius
Gallicanus, Trebellius Pollio, anrd Flavius Vopif-

cus, But there is fo much perplexity in the titles
Vor. L. a of
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of the MSS.: 2nd fo many difputes have arifen
among the critics (fee Fabricius, Biblioth, La-
fin. 1. iii. c. 6.) concerning their number, their
names, and their refpe€tive property, that for the
moft part 1 have quoted them without diftinction,
under the general and well-known rte of the
Augufian Hiffory,
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THE DECLINE AND FALL

CHAP VL

The Dectir of Severus.—Tyrauny of Caracalls,—
@;;rjmf oit ¢f tiacriins.—Iellies of Llagabaly,
—Lirtues of Aievander Severus.— Licenticufues
of the Army.—General State of the Roman Fi
HGHLES,

C d A P. ‘E' E afcent to greatnefs, however fteep and

Grf::‘r*"‘

arnd d.1-

erous, mav entertain an aluive {fpint
with tHe coquoufncfa and exercife of 1s own

e _ ) T )
e of POwers; but the pofieffion of a throne coud

ScVErus,

Fis 'Ti;g
tLA -]

press ju-
lia,

never vet afrord a lafting fatisfaltion to an am-
bitious mind. This melancholy truth was fek
and acknowledged by Severus. lortune and
had, from an humble ftation, elevated
him to the firft place among mankind. ¢ He
¢ had been all things,” as he faid himf{ell, «and
¢« a]] was of Lierle valee ™" Diftracted with ge
care, not of acquiring, but of preferving
empire, cnorefied with age and infirmities, care
ey ol fame?, and faz ated with power, all
profpects of life were clofed.  The defire of per-
petu..tm-:r the oreatnels of his family, was the
only remaining m‘h of his ambition and paternal
tendernels.
Liks moft of the Africans, Severus was pal-
fionately addidted to the vain fludies of magx

and divinzoon, deeply verfed 1n the 1nterpreti-

v Hift, Avzuft poo71. % Omnia fui et nihil expedit,”
: Dion Cail us, bLoixxvi, py 1284, _
tion
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ton of dreams and omens, and perfectly acquaint- C 13{1 P.
ed with the fcience of judicial aftrology ; which, :

in almoft every age, except the prefent, has
maincained its dominion over the mind of man.
He had loft his firft wife, whilft he was gover-
ror of the Lionnele Gaul®.  In the choice of a
econd, he fought only to conneét himf{zif with
fbome favourite of fortune; and as foon as he had
difcovered that a young lady of Emefa in Syria
ad a royal nativity, he folicited, and obrtained
her hand *, Julia Domna (for that was her name)
deferved all that the flars could promile lher.
She poflefled, even 1n an advanced age, the at-
rattions of beauty *, and united to a lively ima-
aipation, a firmnels of mind, and ftrength of
jdgment, feldom beltowed on her fex. Her
amiable qualities never made any deep 1mpreflion
on the dark and jealous temper of her hufband ;
but in her fon’s reign, fhe adminiftered the prin-
cipal affairs of the empire, with a prudence that
lupported his authority ; and with a2 moderation
that fometimes corrected his wild extravagancies ®.
Julia applied herfelf to letters and philofophy,
with fome fuccefs, and with the molt {plendid

3 About 1he vear 186, M. de Tillemont is miferably embairafled
with a pallage of Dion, tn which the emprefs Faufting, who died in
the year 175, is introduced as having contributed (o the marriage of
Severus and gulia (L. Ixxiv. p.r243.). The larned compiler forgot,
that Dion i3 relating, not a real fut, but a dream ot Severus ; and
dreams are circunfusibed to no limits of time or fpaze, Did M. de

Tillemont imagine that marriages were confunomated in the temple of

Venus at Rome ? Hift, des Empereurs, tom. it p. 339, Note 6,
¢ Hut, Augoft, p. 65. s Hift. Auguft, p. 83,
® Divn Cuffius, 1. Jxxvil, p. 1304, 1314.

repu-
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reputation. She was the patronefs of ever}* art,
and the friend of every man of genius”. The
grateful flattery of the learned has celebrated her
virtue; but, if we may credit the {candy]
of ancient hiftory, challity was very far from
being the moft confpicuous virtue of the empref;
Tulia *,

Two fons, Caracalla? and Geta, were the fruit
of this marriage, and the deftined heirs of the
e'r.pzre. The fond hopes of the father, and of
ke Roman world, were {ocn difappointed by
thele vain youihs, wio unplayed the 1ndolent
{fecurity of herecizary princes- and a prefumptim
‘me fOrTung WOUI] fuppw the place of merit, and
1o, h" nout any emulstion of vire
or taenss, they difcovered, almoit from their in

[ )

fincy, a iln.._d and 1mplacable antipathy for each
other. Their averfion, confirmed by years, and
fomented by the arts of their mLLreu..d favours
ites, broke our in childi, and, gradually u
more lericus, CD"I“pﬁtitiom' and, at length, di-
vided the theatre, the citcus, and the court, It
two faltions; cruated by the hopes and fears of

their refpective lcaders. The IJlUdt"]t emperor
endeavoured, by every expedient of advice and

-

7 Seez Diflrzven cf Mensg?, 2t tie end of his edition of Dio.
)

genes Laertius, de Faeminis P Jufophis,

8 Dion, J.ixxvi, p. 1283, Aarelius Viétor,

o Raffiarus was s £:% name, 25 it had been that of his matersl
During his reign he afiumed the appeliation of Az

E'_ﬂ :df“ih”—
toninus, which is emplovd by - lzwyers and ancient hittorians. Al
ter his death, the publicindignation loaied him with the nick-name

i-.,l.i.- t
€ Ta-antus and Caracalia, The 5:¢ was horrowed from 1 cel

s
br;lttd Gladiator, the fzeand T70ma 2 fond Galue £OWN which he dx-

t:ibated 1o ths pus i‘*: of Home,

3 autho-
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quthority, to allay this growing animofity. The
unhappy difcord of his fons clouded all his pro-
fpedts, and threatened to overturn a throne raifed
with fo much labour, cemented with fo much
blood, and guarded with every defence of arms
and treafure.  With an timpartial hand he main-
rained between them an exadt halance of favour,
conferred on botha the rank of Auvgultus, with
the revered name of Antoninus; and for the fift
nme the Roman world beheld three emperors *°.
Yet even this equal condu& ferved only to in-
flame the contelt, whillt the ferce Caracalla
afferted the nght of primogeniture, and the
milder Geta courted the affeétions of the people
and the foldiers.  In the anguifh of a difappointed
father, Severus foreteid, that the weaker of his

fons would fall a facnfice to the ftronger; who,
in his turn, would be ruined by his own vices *,

In thefe circumftances the mtelligence of a war
in Britain and of an 1nvafion of the province
by the barbarians of the North, was received
with pleafure by Severus.  Though the viuilance
of his hieutenants might have been fufficient to
repel the ciftant enemy, he refolved to embrace
the honourable pretext of withdrawing his fons
from the luxury of Rome, which encrvaied their
minds and ritated their paffions; and of inur-
ing their youth to the toils of war and a0vern-
ment.  Nowwithftanding his advanced zge (for

9 The cicvation of Caracalla 1s fised he the accurate M. de T4
ot 1o the vear 198 ¢ the affociation of Geia to the vear 203,

't Herodian, Loii, p,orgas The lives of Cainealla sed ety
wriie Avgnltan Hito Y
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he was above three-feore), and his gout, which
obliged him to be carried 1n a litter, he tranf.
ported hinfzlf 1n perfon into that remore i{land,
actended by his two fons, his whole court, ang
a formidable army. He immediately pafled the
walls of Hadrian and Antoninus, and entered the
enemv’s couniry, with a defign of tompictlnn
the long attempred conquedt R of Britain, H:e
penetrated to the northern exeremity of the ifland,
without meeting an enemy. but the concealed
ambuicades of the Caledonians, who hung up.
feen on the rear and flanks of lis army, the
coldnefs of the climate, and the f{evenity of s
winter march acrofs the hitls and moraffes of
Scotland, zre reported to have coft the Romuns
above hfty thouland men.  The Caledomans a
lenath vieided to the powerful and obitinate ar-
::::L:, {ued for peace, and furrendered a part of
their arms, and a large malt of termiory,  Bu
their apparent {ubmiffion lafiedd no longer than
the prefeat terror.  As foon a3 the Roman legi-
ons had retired, they refumed their hoftile inde-
pendence.  Thetr reftlels fpirit provoked Severus
to fend a new ormy into Caledonia, with the
moft bloody orders, not to fubdue but to extr
pate the natives. They were faved by the dean
of their haughty exemy ™.

This Caledonian war, neither marked by dec
five events, nor aicnGed with any mmporis
confequences, would 1l deicrve our atiention;
but it is fuppofed, not without a confiderabi

~

12 Dion, . lxxvi.p. 1272, &e. Herodizn, Lii po 132, &¢

n d'.'gf £



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 209

degree of probability, that the invafion of Seve- ©IH AT
rus s connelted with the moft thining period of s
te Britith hiftory or fable. Fingal, whofe fame,

with that of his heroes and bards, has bcen re-

vived in our language by a recent publication,

s faid to have commanded the Caledonians iIn

it memoiable junéture, to have eluded the

power of Severus, and to have obtained a fignal

viftory on the banks of the Carun, n which the

fon of the King of the IWorld, Caracul, fled from

his arms along the felds of his pride . Sorne-

thing of a doubtful mifl ftill hangs over thefe High-

land traditions ; nor can 1t be entirely difpelled

by the moft ingenious refearches of modern cri-

deifm **: but 1f we could, with fafety, indulee Contraftof
the pleafing {uppofition, that Fingal hved, and f;:;,ig:‘“
thie Offian fung, the ftniking contralt of the ;‘iin‘;‘;

ficvation and manners of the contending nations '

might amufe a philofophic mind. The parallel

would be httle to the advantage of the more ci-

vilized people, if we compared the unrelenting

revenge of Severus with the generous clemency

of Fingal; the timid and brutal cruelty of Cara-

1} Oilian’s Poems, vol. 1. p. 175,

Ly That the Caricul of Offtan 1s the Caracalla of the Roman Hifs
d torv, 15, perhaps, the only point of Bririfh antiquity - winch
{ Mr Macpherfon and Mr. Whitaker are ot the fame opinion ; and
| 1et the opinion 1s not without difficulty.  In the Caledonian war,
§ kv 100 of Severus was known only by the appeilation of Antoninus;
§ editmay feem thange, that the Highland burd fhould deferibe him
3 by a nick-name, invented four years alterwards, fcarcely ofed by
§ tie Romans tidl after the death of that emperor, and leldom employed
{ by the moft ancient hiltorians,  See Dion, I, ixxvii. p. 1317. Hift,

Auvguft, p, 89, Awvrel, Victor, Eufeb, in Chron, ad ann, 214,

Vor. I, P calla,
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calla, with the bravery, the tendernefs, the ele.

. cant geniUS of O[ﬁan; the mercenary chiefs W]]O,

Ambition
of Cara-
czlla,

Daath ¢ f
Saverys,
and accef
{:on of his
two fons,

A. D,
45 Febru.
arv.

from motives of fear or 1ntereft, ferved under the
Imperial ftandard, with the freeborn warriors
who ftarted to arms at the voice of the king of
Morven; if, in a word, we contemplated the
untutored Caledonians, glowing with the wam
virtues of nature, and the degenerate Romans,
polluted with the mean vices of wealth and fla-
Very.

The declining heaith and laft illnefs of Severus

inflamed the wild ambition and black paffions of
Caracalla’s foul. Impatent of any delay or di

viflon of empire, he attempted, more than once,
to fhorten the {mall remainder of his father's
days, and endeavoured, but without fuccels, to
excite a mutiny among the troops'®, The old
emperor had often cenfured the mifguided lenity
of Marcus, wno, by a fingle act of juftice, might
have faved the Romans from the tyranny of his
worthlels fon. DPlaced in the fame firuation, he

experienced how eafily the rigour of a judee dif-
folves away 1n the tendernefs of a parent., He
dehiberated, he threatened, but he could not pa-
nifh; and this laft and only inflance of mercy,
was more fatal to the empire than a long
feries of cruelty '°. The diforder of his mind
irritated the pains of his body; he wifhed 1m-
patiently for death, and haftened the inftant of
it by his impatience. He expired at York m

5 Dion, L. lxxvi. p. 1282, Hifl. Augufl. p. 71, Aurel, Vidtor
16 Dion, I, Ixxvi, p. 1283, Hift. Augufl. p. 39, 4
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the fixty-fifth year of his life, and in the eigh-
teenth of a glorious and fuccefsful reign.  In his
lat moments he recommended concord to his
fons, and his fons to the army. The falutary
advice never reached the heart, or even the un-
derftanding, of the impetuous youths; but the
more obedient troops, mindful of their oath of
allegiance, and of the authority of their deceafed
mafter, refifted the folicitations of Caracalla, and
proclaimed both brothers emperors of Rome.

The new princes foen lefc the Caledonians in
peace, returned to the capital, celebrated their

father’s funeral with diviae honours, and were

cheerfully acknowledged as lawful fovereigns,
by the fenate, the people, and the provinces.
Some pre-eminence of rank feems to have been
allowed to the elder brother; but thzy both ad-
miniltered the empire with equal and independent
power

Such a divided form of governiment wouid have
proved a fource of difcord betwesn the moft
affeltionate brothers. It was' impofhible that it

CHAP,
Vi,

Jealoufy

and hatred
of the two
EMpPUIOrs,

could long fublit between two imnlicabie ene- -

mics, who neither defired nor ceuld truft a rea
conciltation. It was vifihie that cne oniy could
reien, and that the other muft fall; and each of
them judging of his rival’s defigns by his own,
cuarded his life with the molt jealous wvigilance
rom the repeated attacks of peifon or the fvord.
Their rapid journey through Gaul and Italy,

17 Dion, L lxxyi, p. 1285 Herodian, L i p. 133,

P2 auring
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during which they never eat at the fame tabie,
r flept 1n the fame houle, difplayed to the DrO-
vinces the odious fpeltacie of fraternal difcord,
On their arrival at Rome, they immediately di.
vided the vaft extent of the Imperial palace®,
No communication was allowed between their
aparrmenss; the doors and paffaiges were dili-
gently fortified, and guards puﬁed and relieve
with the fame ﬁru:tnes as 10 a befieged place,
The emperors met only 1n pubiic, 1n the pre.
fcnce of their afficted mother; and each {ur-
rounded by 2 numerous train of armed followers,
Even on thele occalions of ceremony, the diff.
mujation of courts could 1ill difouife the rancour of
their hearts

Tiis latent avil war already diitracted the
whoie governimeni, when a fcheme was {uggefted
thot feemed of mutual benefit to the hoftile bro-

17 M. Hume s juftly furprifed at a paffage in Herodian {1 w,
p. 159 ), who, on this occahon, repreflents the Imperial paisce, 22
e~ualon extent io the 1€ of Rome. The whaole region of the Pl
tine Mount on which it was built, occupied, ar molt, a cienz-
fere: oo of eleven or twelve thoufand feet (fee the Notitia and Vie.
tor, i1n Nardini’s Roma Anuca). But we fhould recolle& that ths
o.uen: fzraters had almolt furrounded the city with their extanie
garders ard fuburb palaces, the greatelt part of which had been grs-
dualiv confilcatid by the emperers, It Geta refided in the gardens
that bore kis nanc in the Janiculum; and if Caracalla inhabied
the carde~s of Macenas on the Efqueline, the rival brothers wes
ft!.ni‘ntui {from each o:her by the diftance of Ieveral miles; and 3¢
tz intermediaie Ipace was filled by the impenial gardens of Sallut,

of Lucuilus, of Agrippa, of Domitian, of Caius, Sc. all kirung
round the city, and all connefted with each other, and with the p
Jace. by bridzes thrown cver th: Tiber and the itreers, Bue ts
cxp;:ina ien of Herodian would require, though it ill deierves, 3 par
ticuisr ¢ifferiation, tliuftrated by a map of ancient Rome,

1y Herodian, Loy, pe139.

-
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ders. It was propoled, that fince it was im- CHAPF,

Vi,

poflible to reconcile  thelr nunds, they fhould s

feparate thetr interell, and divide the emplre
berween  them.  The condittons | of  the  treaty
were already drawn with fome accuracy. It was
areed,  that Caracalla, as the elder brother,
hould remnain in pofleflion of Yurope and the
weltern Africa; and that he fhould relinquilh
the fovereignty of Afia and Egypt t Geta, who
mizht fix his refidence ar Adexandria or Antioch,
anes licele infertor to Rome 1tlelf in wealth and
oreatnefls ; that numerous armies (hould be con-
tancly encamped on either fide of the Thracian
Balphorus, to guard the frontiers of the rival
monarchies ; and that the fepators of European
extraction fhould acknowledge the f{overcign of
Rome, whilft the natves of Afia followed the
emperor of the Eaft. The tears of the emprefs
Julia interrupted the negociation, the firlt idea
of which had filled every Roman breaflt with fur-
orife and indignation.  T'he mighty mafs of con-
queft was Jo intimately umted by the hand of
ime and policy, that it required the moft for-
abie violence to rend it afunder. ‘The Romans
had reafon to dread, that the disjointed members
would foon be reduced by a cvil war under the
dominion of one malter; but if the feparation
was permanent, the divillon of the provinces
mult termipate i the diffolution of an empire
whofe unity had hitherto remained inviolate ™.

20 Herodian, L. v, p. 144,

P 3 Had
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C I;Ir:!& P.  Had the treaty been carried 1nto execution, the
., fovereign of Europe might foon have been the

Murder of conqueror of Afia; but Caracalla obtained an
Gera. . . -
A.D. 2., cafier though a more guilty victory. He artfully
;Tﬁj Fe-  liftened to his mother’s entreanies, and confented
to meet his brother in her apartment, on terms

of peace and reconciliation.  In the midft of

their converiation, fome centurions, who had con.
trived to conceal themielves, rufhed with drawn
{words upon the unfortunate Geta. His diftrad-
ed mother {irove to prote¢t him 1n her arms;
but, in the unavailing ftruggle, fhe was wounded

in the hand, and covered with the blood of her
younger fon, while the {aw the elder animating
and affilting *' the fury of the affaffins.  As foon
as the deed was perpetrated, Caracalla, with
hafty fteps, and herror 1n his countenance, ran
towards the Pratorian camp as his only refuge,
and thréw himfelr on the ground before the ftame
of the tutelar ceities . "The {oldiers attempted
to raife and comfort mm. In broken and dil-
ordered words he nformed them of his nmmineat
danger and fortunate efcape; infinuating that he
had prevenied the defigns of hic enemy, and de-

L )

cia-zd his rejolutien to live and die with his faii-

21 Carac:llz confzeratedd, in the tampre of Jerapis, the word, wib
which, 25 he beane d, ke Rad 20 his biother Gewd,  Dion, L. lxx,
pe 1307

3 Hercdian, 1. iv. p. 157, In every Roman camp there was 3
finai] crzpel nzar the hiod quorters, in which the flatues of the tue
tear sitiiines were grefenved and adored ; and we may remark, that
the e3l:s, and other nuilitary enfigns, wore in the firlt rank of thefe
deities: an oxcakent infiitution, which confirmed difcipline by e
saRCtion of Io Sien. See Lipfius d2 Milia Romanz, iv. 5.0 v, 2.

ful
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ful troops. Geta had been the favourite of the
(oldiers ; but complaint was ufelefs, revenge was
dangerous, and they fhill reverenced the {on of
Severus., Their difcontent died away 1n 1dle
murmurs, and Caracalla {oon convinced them of
the jultice of his caufe, by diftnburing in one
lavith donative the accumulated treafures of his

father’s reign . The real fentiments of the fol-
diers alone were of importance to his power or
fafety. Their declaration in his favour, com-
manded the dutiful profefions of the fenate. The
obfzquious affembly was always prepared to ratify
the decifion of fortune; but as Caracalla withed
to afluage the firft emotions of public indigna-
tion, the name of Geta was mentioned with de-
cency, and he received the funeral honours of a
Roman emperor **.-  Pofterity, in pity to s mis-
fortune, has calt a veil over his vices. We con-
fider that young prince as the innocent victim of
his brother’s ambition, without recollecting that
he himfelf wanted power, rather than inclination,
to confummate the fame attemnpts of revengs and
murder.

The crime went not unpunifhed. Neither
bufinefs, nor pleafure, nor flattery, could defend
Caracalla from the ftings of a guilty confcience;
and he confeffed, in the anguifh of a tortured
mind, that his difordered fancy often beheld the
angry forms of his father and his brother rifing

*3 Herodian, 1. iv. p. 148. Dion, I, Ixxvii. p. 1284,

+ Geta was placed among the gods, Sit dives, dum non fit viwus,
faul his brother. Iiit, Augult. p. gr.  Some marks of Geta's cun-
tecration are ftill found upun medals.,

P g It
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CI;I}A P. into life, to threaten and upbraid him ™. The
o confciouinefs of his crime fhould have induced
him to convince mankind, by the virtues of his
reign, that the bloody deed had been the invo.
luntary effect of fatal neceffity. But the repent.
ance of Caracalla only prompted him 1o remove
from e world waatever could remind him of
his guilt, or recal the memory of his murdered
brother. On his return from the fenate to the
palace, he found his mother in the company of
feveral noble matrons, weeping over the uniimely
fate of her younger fon. The jealous emperor
threatened them with inftant death; the {entence
was executed againit Fadilla, the laft remaining
daughter of the emperor Marcus; and even the
afiicted Julia was obliged to filence her lament-
ations, to fupprefs her fighs, and to receive the
affaffin with fmiles of joy and approbation.
was computed that, under the vague appellation
of the fiiends of Gera, above twenty thoufand
perions of bath fexes futtered death.  His guards
and frecdmen, the minifters of his ferious buli-
nets, and the companions of his loofer hours,
thofe who by his intereft had been promoted to
any commands in the army or provinces, with tie
or.z-connected chain of their dependents, were
nciuded 1n the profeription; which endeavoured
to reach every one who had maintained the imall-
elt correfpondence with Geta, who lamented his
dezth, or who even mentioned his name ™.
Helvus

2t Dicn, 1. Ixxvi, p.o13C7.
2 Dur, Loixxvii, p.12go,  Ilercdian, 1iv. p. 150 Diin
LY - 3 r l"
(p. 125¢.; faye, that the comic poris no longer durft empioy i
nme



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 217

Helvius Pertinax, fon to the prince of that name, C P{Ff P.
bt his life by an unfealenable witticifm V. It e
xas a fufficient crime of "T'hrafea Prifcus, to be
defcended from a family 1n which the love of
iberty feemed an hereditary quality ®. The

particular caules of calumny and fuﬁjicion were

at Jength exhaufted ; anag when a Ienator was
accufed of being a fecret enemy to the govern-
ment, the emperor was fatished with the general
proof that he was a man of property and virtue.
From this well-grounded principle he frequently
drew the moft bloody 1nferences.

The execution of fo many mnocent citizens Death of
was bewailed by the fecrer tears of their friends T
and families. The death of Papinian, the Pra-
rian praefect, was lamented as a public cala-
mity. During the laft feven years of Severus,
he had exercifed the moft important offices of
the ftate, and, by his falutary influence, guided
the emperor’s fteps in the paths of juitice and
moderation. In full aflurance of his virtues and
abilicies, Severus, on his death-bed, had con-
jred him to watch over the profperity and union

me of Geta in their plays, and that the eftates of thole who men-
waaed it in their teltaments, were conhucated,

27 Caracalla had affurmed the names of fevaal cenquersd narions ;
Pertinax oblerved, that tise name ol Geticas (he hid obtained fume
advantage of the Guths or Getie) would be a proper addition 1o
Paithicus, Alemannicus, &c.  Hnt, Auzuit, p. 8.

3 Dion, 1, Ixxvit. p. 1291, He was probabiy defeended from
Helvidius Prifeus, and Thiatea Tzus, thofe paniots whofe firm,

but ufelels and unfeaforable viztue, has been iummortalized by Ta-
s,

of
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C!‘f_f’k P. of the Imperial familv*>. The honeft labours of
s Papinian ferved ozlv -5 inflame the hatred whigy
Caracai.a had already conceived agamnft his f.
ther’s :mmiiter.  After the murder of Geta, the
Prziect vvas commanded to exert the powers of
his sl znd eloquence in 2 ftudied apology for
that atrccious deed.  Th: philofophic Seneg
had condeicended to compofe a fimilar epiftle i
the fenate, in the name of the fon and affafiy
of Agrippina *; ¢ That it was ealter to commi
““ than to juftily a parnicide,” was the glorious
reply of Papinien®;, who did not hefitate be.
tween the lofs of iife and that of honour. Suc
iatrepid virtue, which had efcaped pure and un
{ullied from the intrigues of courts, the habis
of bufinefs, and the aris of his profeffion, refled;
more luftre on the memory of Papinian, than
all his great empioyments, his numerous writings,
and the fupertor reputation as a lawyer, which
he has preferved through every age of the Roma
juri{prudence **.
Histyran- It had hitherto been the pecubar felicity of the
ny extend- : . .
edover he ROMans, and in the worflt of tunes their cons
;?:_IE - f{olation, that the virtue of the emperors wis
adtive, and thuir vice indolent.,  Auguftus, Tra
jan, Hadrian, and Marcus, vifited their exten-
five dominions in perfon, and their progrels wa
marked by alts of wifdom and bencficente.

29 Iti: faid that Pasinian wzs himflf a relation of the EINpIE:S
Tuhia,

33 Tazit, Annal, xiv. . 3t Hifk, Auzuft. p. 08,

32 With rezard to Papinian, fee Heineccius's Hhftoria furie Ro

maut, 1. 337, &c. _
a
2 Tt
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The tyranny of Tiberius, Nero, and Domitian,
who refided almolt conftantly at Rome, or in
the adjacent villas, was confined to the fenatorial

and equeﬁrian orders **.  Butr Caracalla was the
common enemy of mankind, He left the capl-
ml (and he never returned to 1t) about a year
Jfier the murder of Geta.  The reft of
his reign was fpent in the feveral provinces of
the empire, particularly thole of the Eaft, and
every province was by turns the fcene of his
raping and cruelty. ‘The fenators, compelled by
far to attend his capricious motions, were
pbiiged to provide dailly entertainments at an
immenfe expence, which he abandoned with con-
empt to his guards; and to erect, in every ciry,
magnificent palaces and theatres, which he either
dildained to vifit, or ordered to be immediately
thrown down., ‘LThe molt wealthy families were
runed by partial fines and confications, and the
great body of his fubjects opprefled by ingenious
and aparavated taxes **,  In the midft of peace,
and upon the fhghteft provocartion, he iffued his
commands, at Alexandria in Egypt, for a gene-
al maflacre,  From a fecure poft in the temple
of Serapis, he viewed and directed the flaughter
of many thoufand citizens, as well as {trangers,
without dillinguithing either the number or the

crime of the fuflerers; fince, as he coolly inform-

3. Tiberius and Domitian never moved from the neig'hourhood
of Rome. Nero made a thert journey inte Greece. ¢ Lt laudato-
m Principum ulus ex aquo quumvis procul czentibus,  Szvi
poximus tsgruunt,”™  Taat, i, v, 54,

# Dren, L ixxvii, p. 1264, '
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ed the {enate, &// the Alexandrians, thofe who
had perifncd and thofe who had elcaped, were
alike guilty %5,

The wife inftrutions of Severus never made
any lifting impreffion on the mind of his fon,
who, although not deftitute of imagination and
eloquence, was eguzhy devoid of Iudmmm and

L ) - 35

cironity . One dangeious maxim, worthy of

3 [vrani, Was rom un‘.b:n and abufed by Cara-
caii, ¢ Do fecuce e ‘-'._\.uu:.-. (\F the almv,
and o ddieem the st of al fubedds as of L

¢ tic moment . Zat Lhi‘ Eberality of the
father had been reftiained by prudence, and his
indulsence 1o the troods was tempered by firm-
neis and authority.  The carelefs profufion of
the fon was the policy of one reign, and the 1n-

evizable ruin both ot the army and of the em-

pire.  The vigour of the foldiers, inftead of be-
ing connnmed by the fevere ditcipline of camps,
mclied away 1n the Juxury of cimes.  The excef-
five increale of their pay and donatives ** exhault-

ed

35 Dicny 1. Ixxvii. p. v92+, Herodian, 1. iv, p. 158, The for-
mer reprelnis 1t as a cruei mallacre, the latter ss a perhdious one

t-o, 11 rzems pfch.«.h!g, that the Alexandrians bad nmitated the ty-

pani v 1oelr rainenes, and prikaps by ther tumulis,

61 an, boixxui paoi2g6.

>
317 Diorl | l}:x\'i. D, 1282, Mr, Wotten (Hift, of Reme, p. 530.)

{ui ;‘: Jaothar iz maxim was invented by Caracalla himifelf, and
atrihute -.::F father.

:‘-": Dion (1. ixavii. p. 1543.) informs us, that the extraordinary

glf:s ¢f Caraczila o the armv amounted annuvally to feventy mile

lions cf araziinz {abour twy u.llions three hundied and fifty thou-
{and poundsd. There is another paifaze in Dion, concerning the
r:".:ffi‘::;::,' R L.ﬁr...ﬂh curieus 3 were 1t not obicule, anclluﬁ and
probably carupt, The beit senie fezms to be, that the Prrtotian

i “Ur .1
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ed the ftate to enrich the military order, whofe
modefty in peace, and fervice in war, is beft
fecured by an honourable poverty. 'l he demean-
or of Caracalla was haughty and full of pride;
but with the troops he forgot even the proper
dignity of his rank, encouraged their infolent
familiarity, and, negle@ting the effenual duties
of a general, affetted to imitate the drefs and man-
ners of a common foldter.

It was impoflible that fuch a charalter, and
fuch a conduét as thar of Caracalla, could in{pire
either love or efleem; bur as long as hbis vices
were beneficial to the armies, he was fecure from
the danger of rebellion. A\ fecrer confpiracy,
provoked by his own jealoufy, was fatzl to the
tyrant. The Prerorian prefelture was divided
between two mumliters.  The military depart-
ment was intrufted to Adventus, an experienced
rather than an able {oldier; and the civil affairs
were tranfalted by Oplius Macrius, who, by
his dexterity 1n bufinefs, had raifed himfelf, with
a fair character, to that higch office.  But his
favour varied with the caprice of the emperor,
and his life might depend on the fligheett fufl-
picion, or the molt cafual circumftance. Malice
or fapatictfin had fuggefted to an African, deeply

guards received twelve hundred and Afty drachme (forty pounds)
a year (Dion, L, Ixxvit. p. 1307.). Under the reign of Auguftus,
they were paid at the raie of two drachmee, or denarii, per day,
=20 a year { I'agit, Annal. 1. 17.). Domitian, who increafed the
foldiers pay one fourth, muft have raifed the iziorians 1o gbo
diachmx ((_}rﬂnu\'ill‘i de Prcunia ‘-"E.'Efl‘i, T 1.). Thete fuc-
ceflive augi.entarions rvined the empire, for, with the foldiers pay,
their numbers too were increafed,  We have feen the Przionans
alone increafed from 12,200 to 50,000 inen,

killed
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CHAP. {killed in the knowledge of futurity, a very dan-

VI

. , gerous prediction, that Macrinus and his {on

were deftined to reign over the empire. The
report was foon diffuied through the province;
and when the man was fent 1n chains to Rome,
he il afferted, 1n tne prefence of the Prafe& of
the citv, the faith of his prophecy. That ma-
giftrate, who had received we moft prefling in-
{truétions to inform himielf of the jweceftirs of
Caracalla, immediately commuaicated the exa-
mination of the Airican to the Imperial court,
which at that time refided 1n Syria. But, not-
sithitanding the diligence of the public meflen-
oers, a friend of Macrinus found means to apprize
him of the approzciing canger.  The emperor
refeived the letters from Rome; and as he wag
then engaged 1n the conduct of a chariot race,
ke delivered them unopened to the Pretorian
Prefedt, direfting him to dilpatch the ordinary
affairs, and to report the more 1mportant bufi-
nefs that might be contained tn them. Macrinus
read his fate, and refolved to prevent it, He
indamed tae difcontents of fome inferior officers,
and emp:oyed the hand of Maruabs, a defperate
foldier, who had been refufed the rank of cen-
turton, The devotion of Caracalla prompted
him to make a piarimage from Edella to the
celebrated temple of the Moon at Carrhe. He
was attended by a body of cavalry; but having
ftopped on the road for {fome neceflary occafion,
nis guards preferved a refpectful diftance, and
Marualis approaching his perfon under a pretence
of duty, {tabbed him with a dagger. The bold

2{laflin
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affaflin was 1n&ant]y killed by a Scythian archer CHAP.
of the Impenal cuard, Such was the end of a
monfter whole llh.. difgraced human nature, and
whofe reign accufed the patience of the Ro-
mans **.  The grateful {oldiers forgot his vices,
remembered only his parval liberality, and obliged
the fenate to proftitute their own dignity and
that of religion by granting him a place among
the gods. Whillt he was upon earth, Alex- i;ﬂi’}fﬂ
der the Great was the only hero whom this god ,nder.
deemed worthy his admiration. Ide affumed the
name and enfigns of Alexander, formed a Mace-
donian phalanx of guards, perfecuted the dif-
ciples of Anftotle, and difplayed with a puerile
enthufiafm the only fentimenc by which he dif-
covered any regard for virtue or glory. We can
eafily conceive, that after the hattle of Narva, and
the conqueflt of Doland, Charlkes the Twelfth
(though ke fhil wanted the mure elegant accom-
plifbments of the fon of It i) might boaft of
having rivalled his valour aia nn bm:mimii}r: but
in no one attion of his. ltfe did Caracalla exprefs
the fainteft refembiance ¢f tse Macedonian hero,
cxcept 1n the murder of a great number of his
own and of his father's filends *°

Aler the extinltion of the houfe of Scverus, Elefion
tne Roman world remaincd three days without a e ot

.'I'ﬂlﬁt.'l' Df
Maciinuse

39 Dion, 1. Ixxviii. p. 1372 Iierodian, Loivep 168,

4@ The fundnels of Caracalla for the pame aud LB of Al
ander, 1 1D preferved on the mediis of dmtempaor.  Sue Span-
heim, de UHu Numift atae, Difliorat. <t Huaedian (1iv, p, 154.)
had feen very ridicuiou: s¢tures, 1n which s apgure was diawn, with
uric frde of the face like Alexander, and tliv vdier Hke Caracabia,

mailer,
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mafter. The choice of the army (for the authe-

o ity of a diutant and feeble fenate was littls

AD.z21+,
Meéarch 11,

Difcontent
of the fe-

nzie,

regarded) hung in an anxious fufpenfe; as no

candidate prefented himfeit ‘whofe diftinguilhed

birth 2nd ment could engage their attachmens

and unite their {uffrages,  The decifive weight
of the Pretorian guards elevated the hopes of
their pratects, and thefe powerful minifters be-
gan to aflert their /:7a/ claim to fill the vacancy
of the Imperial throne. Adventus, however, the
fenior prefel, confcious of his age and infirmi-
ties, of his {mall reputation, and his {maller
abilities, refigned the dangerous honour to the
craftv ambition of his colleague Macrinus, whale
vell-diffembled grief removed all fufpicion of his
being acce, ¥ to his mafter’s death . "The
troons neither loved nor ¢feemed his charaller.

They cait their eves around in fearch cf a coms
petizor, and at laft yielded with reluctance to his
promifes of unbounded liberaiity and indulgence.
A fhort time afier s acceTlon, he conferred on
his fon Diadumeri:nus, at tie 2g¢ of only ten

years, the Imperial tide and the popular name of
Antoninus.  The besutiful Agzure of the youth,
afiiited by an addinional donative, for which the
ceremony furmbhed a prettar, mighe attradly 1o
was hoped, the faveur of the army, and {ecure
the coubtful throne of Macrinus,

The authority of the new fovereign had been
ratitf=d by the cheerful {tbmifiion of the f{enate
and provinces, Theyv exulied in their unexpect-

41 Herodisn, Loiv, posfz THEL Augufll pe 94

ed
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ed deliverance from a hated tyrant, and it feemed CHAP.

: : : VI,
of little confequence to examine into the VIrtUes

of the fucceffor of Caracalla, But as {oon as the
firft tranfports of joy and furprize had fubfided,
they bezan to fcrutinize the merits of Macrinus
with a critical feverity, and to arraign the halty
choice of the army. It had hitherto been con-
fidered as a fundamental maxim of the conftitu-
tion, that the emperor muft be always chofen in
the fenate, and the fovereign power, no longer
exercifed by the whole body, was always dele-
gated to one of its members. But Macrinus
was not a fenator **, The {udden elevation of
the Pratorian preefefts betrayed the meannefs of
their origin; and the equeftrian order was ftill 1n
poffelfion of that great office, which commanded
with arbitrary {way the lives and fortunes of the
fenate. A murmur of indignation was heard,
that 2 man whole oblcure ** extraltion had never
been tlluftrated by any fignal fervice, fhould dare
to inveft himlell with the purple, inftead of be-
ftowing 1t oa fome diltinguifhed fenator, equal

4t Dion, |. lxxxvii, p. 1350. Elagabalus reproached his pre-
decefivr, with dating to feat himfelf on the throne; though, as Prae-
torian pricieét, he could not have been admitted into the fenate after
the voice of the cryer had cleared the houfe.  The perfonal favour
of Plautianus and Sgjanus had broke throngh the eltablifhed rule.
They rote indeed from the cqueitrian crder; but they pref-rved the
prefetume with the rm k of fenator, and even wath the confuilip.

43 He was nonative of { wetarea, in Numidia, and began ks for-
tne by ferveng in the houfehold of Plaatian, from whufe ruin be
narjowiy clcaned  His e mies afforted, that he was berna flave,
and liad exeietel, among cther infumous profeflions, that ol ¢~la-
dator.  The Yoheon of afperfing tiie birth and ¢or lition of an w.ver-
Ay, feems to hove helled Trom the tme of tis Grezlt oratsrs, to ths
leained grommarians of the lat age.

Vou. L. Q. | in
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in birth and dignity to the fplendour of the Im-.
perisl {tation.  As foon as the character of Ma-
crinus was furveved by the fharp eye of difcon-
tent, fome vices, and many defects, were eafily
difcovered. The choice of his minfters was n
maay iaftances juftly centured, and the diffanf-
ficd people with their ufual candbur, accufed at
once his indolent tamenefs and his exceffive feve-
rity *°.

His rath ambition had climbed a height where
it was difculr to ftand with Frrmcrb, and im-
poffible to fall without initant deft:uchion. Trained
in the arts of courts arnd the rorms of civil
bufinefs, he trembied in the prefence of the ferce
and undifciphined multitude, over whom he had
affumed the command; his milizary talents were
defpifed, and his perfonal courage {ufpected; a
whifper that circulated in the camp, difclofed the
fatal fccret of the confpiracy ageinft the late em-
peror, aggravaied the gunt of murder by the
bafenels of hvpocrifv, and heightened contempt
by deteftation. To alienzte wie {olders, and to
provike inevirable ruin, the character of a re-

former was oalv wanting: and fuch was the pe.

culiar harchip of a3 fate, that SMacrinus was
compe ofled o exerciie tl'“" invidious office. The

~

prodi 2 zaury of Caracalla bad Jeit Lehind 1t a long

tran of 1uin and ulIJIdL::; and if thet worchlels

¢ Doth Dior an! Herodise fezl of b wiviess and vices of Ma-
crirus, wtn ond @ ana fopaisoehty; hut the auther of his bie,
in the ~uy it Hetltory, feeses to Rove impl citlv co ed fowe of the
venal w o, wipaoysd by Elsgabaius, te blackon e memory cf

his pmdccrﬁar.

tyrant
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tyrant had been capable of refe@ing on the fure
confequences of. his own condut, he wouid e
haps have enjoyed the dark profpeCt of the diftrefs
and calamitics which he bequeathed o hig fuc-
ceflors.

In the management of tms neceilary reforma-
tion, Macrinus proceeded with a cautious pru-
dence, which wouid have rettored healih and
vigour to the Roman army, in an eafy and almoft
imperceptiole manner. To the [oldiers already
engaged In the fervice, he was conlrained to
leave the dangerous privilezes and exiravagnunt
pay given by Caracalla; bur the new iceruis
were  received on the more moderaie though
liberal eftabbihment of Severus, and gradually
formed to modelty and obedience =5, One fural
error deftroyed the falurary efiects of this udi-
cious plan.  The numerous army, affemhbicd in
the Lalt by the late emperor, Inftead of beiny
inmiediately Cifperfed by Macrinus through the

everal provinces, was fuffered to remamn uniced

in Syria, during the winter that foliowed his
elevarion.  In the luxurtous idlenels of their quar-
ters, the troops viewed thelr ftrencth and num-
bers, comununicated their complaints, and re-
volved in their minds the advantages of anuther
revolution. ‘T'he veterans, mftead of beug fat-
tered by the advantageous diftinction, were alurme
by the firlt fteps of the emperor, whiih they

4 Dion, 1, lxxxii. p. 1315, The fenfle of the ambor is as clear

as the mtention of the emnperory but M, VWetton has miflaken hoh

'y
by underitanding the ditinttion, not of veterans and recruits, but of

.

old ard new legions, Hiftory of Rome, p. 347.

Q2 cenfidered
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confidered as the prefage of his future intentions,
The recruits, with fullen relutance, entered on
a fervice, whofe labours were increafed while its
rewards were diminifthed by a covetous and un-
warlike fovereign. The murmurs of the army
fwelled with impunity 1nto {editious clamours;
and the partial mutinies betraved a {piric of dif-
content and difaffeftion, that waited only for the
flighteft occafion to break out on every fide into
a general rebellion. To minds thus difpofed,
the occalion {oon prefented 1tfelf,

The emprefs Julia had experienced all the vi-
cffitudes of fortune. From an humble ftation
{he had been raifed to greatnefs, only to tafte the
fupertor bitternefs of an exalted rank. She was
doomed to weep over the death of one of her
{fons, and over the life of the other. The cruel
fate of Caracalla, though her good fenfe muft
have long taught her to expett i, awakened the
feelings of a mother and of an emprefs. Not-
withitanding the refpeciul civility exprefled by
the ufuiper towards the widow of Severus, fhe
defcended with a painful ftruggle into the con-
dittion of a fubject, and foon withdrew herfelf by
a voluntarv death from the anxious and humiliat-
ing dependence *, Juba Meefa, her fifter, was
orGered to leave the court and Antioch. She
retired 10 Emefa with an immenfe fortune, the
fruit of twenty years favour, accompanied by her
two daughters, Sozmias and Mamaza, each of

45 Diosy L. Ixxvitl, p, 1332, The abridgment of Xiphilin, though
:2fs particul 1, "s in this place clearer than the criginal,

whom
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whom was a widow, and each had an only fon, CHAP.

vi.
Baffianus, for that was the name of the fon of B

Soxmias, was conlecrated to the honourable mi-
niftry of high prieft of the Sun; and this holy
vocation, embraced either from prudence or fu-
perftition, contributed to raife the Syrian youth
to the empire of Rome. A numerous body of
troops was {tationed at Emefa; and, as the fe-
vere difcipline of Macrinus had conftrained them
to pals the winter encamped, they were eager to
revenge the cruelty of fuch unaccuftomed hard-
fhips. The foldiers, who reforted 1n crowds to
the temple of the Sun, beheld with veneration
and delight the elegant drefs and figure of a
young Pontiff: they recognifed, or they thought
that they recognifed, the features of Caracalla,
whofe memory they now adored. The artfil
Me{a faw and cherithed their rifing partiality,
and readily facrificing “her daughter’s reputation
to the fortune of her grandfon, fhe infinuated that
Baffianus was the natural {fon of their murdered
fovereign. The fums diftributed by her emif-
faries with a lavifh hand, filenced every objeétion,
and the profufion fufliciently proved the affinity,
or at leait the refemblance, of Bafliunus with the
great original.  The young Antoninus (for he A.D.zs,
had affumed and polluted that refpectable name) May 16,
was declared emperor by the troops of Emefa,
afferted his hereditary right, and cailed aloud on
the armies to follow the ftandard of a young and
hberal prince, who had raken up arms to revenge

Q 3 his
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his father’s death and the oppreffion of the mili-
tzry order ¢

Wit a confpiracy of women and eunuchs was
concerted  with prudence, and condutted with
rapid vigour, Maciinvs, who, by a decifive mo-
107, might have ciuhed his infant enemy,
flozted Lepween the coppofite extremes -of terror
and {ccurity, which aiike fixed him inadtive at
Annowcn, A fpinr of rebeiiion diffufed  ddelt
t‘]rou:_; ali the camps and garrifons of Syria,
fucceive detachments mun.lr:red their officers ¥,

and Jomed the party of the rebels; and the tardy

-ﬂl
EILI.JT. i G

C
i

nilicary pay and privileges was 1m-
puted to the acknowledged weaknels of Macri-
nus. i length he ma fch:_d out of Antioch,

meet the increafing and zealous army of the
young preiencer. tlis own troops {eemed to
tane the field with famntnefs and reluance; but,

3, in the heat of the battie ) the Pratorian guards,

aimoit by an imvoluntary nnpuife; afferted the

7 Acccarng to d ampndtes (R Aegeftl peo135.), Alexandar
Severus bited twiniv n1oe tears, tiree menthe, and feven davs,
As hewes hoed Mareh 19, 25z, he was born December 12, 203,
and was corauentiv about thic time thitieen years old, as his eider
ccutin wgrt b oabour fventcen. This compuration fuits mueh
bener the Loy of the veunz poinces, than that of Herodian
(i ¥ po 181} whorepedents them as thie veurs vounger; whilil,
by ap cpprnic erivr 6 chirotoweav, he fer gihens the reign of Ela-
EE"I.:;-J*- two sears Deyond s rend durstion, For the puiticuiars of

ecerfyaovetel Doy Loixxvin, 122, Heredian, Loy p. 154,

By 3 omedt (darzerous prachanation of the mrenrded Antos
r.ir.us- cielt fuldier who hroeonst an his chheer's head, became en-
tirle !t ris o ivale tiizte, as w U as to bis My commiihion.

<9 Deor, 0. daxvii, p. 13435, Headian, §Lov. b 156, The
battie w.s feusht naar the villige of Irnm=, alcut two and twenty
Roucs foum sy aoun,

fuperiorxt}'
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fuperiority of their valour and difcipline. The CHV{’* P
rebel ranks were broken; when the mother and «m e

grandmother of the Syrian prince, who, accord-
g to their eaftern cuffom, had attended the
army, threw themlelves from their covered cha-
riots, and, by exciting the compaffion of the
foldiers, endeavoured to animate their drooping
courage. Antoninus himiclf; who, 1n the reft of
his life, never atted like a2 man, in chis important
crifis of his fate approved himfelf a hero, mounted
his horfe, and, at the head of his railied troops,
charged fword in hand among the thickelt of che
enciny ; wailit the eunuch Gannvs, whofe occu-
pations had been confined to female cares and the
foft luxury of Afia, dilplayed the tuients of an
able and expertenced general.  The baule thil
raged  with  doubtful violence, and Macrinus
might have obtained the victory, had hLe not be-
trayed his own caufe by a thameful and precipi-
tate flight.  His cowardice ferved oniy to pro-
ract his Qife a few days, and to ftamp deierved
ignominy on his misfortunes, It 1s learcely ne-
ceflary to add, that his fon Dindumenianus was
involved 1n the fane fate.  As fuon as the {tub-
born Pretorians could be convinced that they
fought for a prince who had balely deferted them,
they {furrendered to the conqueror; the contend-
ing parties of the Roman army mingling tears of
joy and tenderncfs, united under the banners of
the 1magined fon of Caracalla, and the Eaft ac-
knowledged with pleafure the firlt empceror of

Afiatic extraction,

Q4 The
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The letters of Macrinus had condelcended to
inform the fenate of the {light difturbance occa-
fioned by an mpoftor 1n Syria, and a decree ima
mediately pafled, declaring the rebel and his fa-
mily public enemies; with a promife of pardon,
however, to fuch of his deluded adherents as
{hould merit it by an immediate return to their
duty, During the twenty days that elapfed from
the declaration to the viftory of Antoninus (for
in {o fhort an interval was the fate of the Roman
world decided), the capital and the provinces,
more efpecially thole of the Ealt, were diftracted
with hopes and fears, agitated with tvmulr, and
ftained wath a uiclels effufion of civil biovod, {ince
whofoever of the rivals prevailed in Syria, muit
reign over the empire. The {pecious letters In
which the young conqueror apnounced his victory
to the obedient fenate, were filled with profef-
fions of virtue and moderation; the fhining ex-
amples of NMarcus and Auguftus, he thould ever
confider as the great rule of his admuntltration ;
and he afected to dwell with pride on the ftrik-
ing relemblance of his own age and fortunes with
thofe of Auguftus, who in the earlieit youth had
revenzed Dy a {uccefsful war the murder of his
father. By adopung the ftyle of Marcus Aure-
hus Antoninus, fon of Antoninus and grandfon
of Severus, he tacudy afferted his hereditary claim
to the empire; but, by afluming the tribunitian
znd preconfular powers  before they had been
conferred on him by a decree of the {cnate, he
offended the delicacy of Roman prejudice. This
new and injudicious violation of the conftitution

¥ 4
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was probably dictated either by the ignorance of C HAP.

his Syrian courtiers, or the fierce difdain of his
military followers *°,

As the attention of the new emperor was di-
verted by the moft trifling amufements, he wafted
many months in his luxurtous progrefs from Syria
to lealy, paffed at Nicomedia his firlt winter after
his victory, and deferred till the enfuing fummer
his triumphal entry 1nto the capital. A faithful
picture, however, which preceded his arrival, and
was placed by his immediate order over the altar
of Viltory in the fenate-houfe, conveyed to the
Romans the juft but unworthy refemblance of his
perfon and manners. He was drawn in his fa-
cerdotal robes of fillk and gold, after the loofe
fiowing fafhion of the Medes and Pheenicians;
his head was covered with a lofty tiara, his nu-
merous collars and bracelets were adorned with
gems of an ineftimable value. His eyebrows
were tinged with black, and his cheeks painted
with an artificial red and white®. The grave
fenators confeffed with a figh, that, after having
long cxperienced the ftern tyranny of their own
countrymen, Rome was at length humbled be-
neath the efferminate luxury of Oriental de-
ipoufm.

The Sun was worfhipped at Emefa, under the
nime of Elagabalus$®, and under the form of a

o Dion, L ixxix. p. 15119,

5t Dion, L. Ixxix, p. 1363, Herodian, 1. v, p. 139.

5t T'lis name is derived by the learned from two Syriac words,

E.a a1 God, and Gzdsl to {orm, the forming, or plattic God, a

proper, and even happy epithet for the Sun, Wotton’s Hiltory of

Rume, p. 178,
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black conicil ftone, which, as 1t was umwerﬁl]y
1 1T 1 1 -

Deiieved, nad raiza from heaven on that {acred
place. To iy pootecting detty, Antoninus, not
without fome-reaion, oicioud his elevation o
' of {uperiitinus gl..u-
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lus (for he prefumed as pennd and favou.ite to
adopt that facred name’ was dearer 1o him than all
the utics of Imperial greatnels.  In a {olemn pro.
ceffion thiough the {treers of Rome, the way was
ftrewed with gold dult; the black itore fet i

recious geins, was pizcad on 2 chariot drawn by
fx mii white horfes richiy capanfened, fnt’
pious e*r*pt"or ield the reins, and, fupported by
his minitters, moved f{lowly backwards, thar he
mizat parpetually enjr)} the felicity of the divine
preience.  In 2 magnificent temple ratfea on tie

alanine Mount, the [acrinces of the god of Elaga-
baius were celebrated with every circumftance of
colt and foiemnuy. T he richeft wines, the moft
extraordinary w...'tlms, anu the rarelt aromatics,
were profuicly confumed on his altar.  Around
the altzr 2 chorus of Syrian danilels performed
their laicivious dances to the found of barbarian
mufc, whillt the gravelt perionages of the ftate
and army, ciothed 1n Ionﬂr Phaenician tunics, of-
fciated 10 the meany ﬂn::.om, with afiected
zeal and fzcret 1ndign::::0n e
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To this temple, as to the common certre of € H AL

religious worfhip, the Dpertal fanatic ateempred
to remove the Anciha, the Palladium **, and all
the facred pledges of the fath of Numa. A
crowd of inferior deities attended 1n various {ra-
tions the majelty of the god of Lmefa; buz his
court was fhll imper{ed, il a female of ditin-
oulfhed rank was adinitted to s bed.  Pallas
had been fiift chofen for his confort; bur as it
was dreaded left her warlike teriors might affrighe
the foft delicacy of a Syran dery, the Moon,
adored by the Africans under the name of Aftaree,
was deemed a more {uiteble compasisn for the
Sun. Her nnage, vath the rich offeing: of her
temple as a marriage portion, was  tranfported
with folemn pomp from Carthage to Rome, and
the day of thefe myftic nupuals was a general
feftival in the capital and throughout the em-
pire **,

A rational voluptuary adheres with invarnitje
refpect to the temperate diftates of natue, and
improves the grarifications of fenfe by fucial -
ercourfe, endearing  connections, and the for
colouring of tafle and the mmagmanon,  Bur Ela-
gabalus (I fpeak of the empceror of that name),

54 e broke into the ﬁn‘lﬁu.n'}' of Vefta, and carrd vy a
tatve, which he fuppoefed to be the Failadwm 5 lLut the vetlals
boalted, that, by a pious friud, they had bnpafed a counterfeit
imitge on the profane nvader. 1, Augutt. p. 103,

35 Dion, I. Ixxix. p.o1sh0. Heredany 1ove p vg3. The fub-
je€ts ot the empise were obhged to make liberal prefents to the new-

miriied couple ; and whatever they had promifed during the e of

Llagabalus, was carefully exafted under the adminiftration of Ma-
maa,

3 corrupted
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C HAP. corrupted by his youth, his country, and his for-

vi.

, . tune, absndoned himielf to the grofieft pleafures

with ungoverned fury, and focn found difguft
and fatiety in the midit of his enjoyments. 1 he
inflammatory powers of art were fummoned to
his aid: the confufed multitude of women, of
wines, and of dithes, and the ftudied variety of
attitudes and {2uces, ferved to revive his languid
appetites.  New terms and new inventions In
thefe {ciences, the only ones cultivated and pa-
tronifed by the monarch*®®, fignalized his reign,
and tranfmirted his infamy to fucceeding times.
A capricious prodigality fupplied the want of
tafte and elegance; and whilt Elagabalus la-
vifhed away the treafures of his people 1n the
wildeft extravacance, his own voice and that of
his flatrerers applauded a {piric and magnificence
unknown to the tamesefs of his predecefiors,
To confound the ord«r of feafons and climates *,
to fport with the paffions and prejudices of his
fubjeéts, and to fubvert every law of nature and
decency, were 1n the number of his moft deli-
cious amufements. A long train of concubines,
and a rapid rucceffion of wives, among whom
was a veftal virgin, ravithed by force from her

5 The inventicn of a rew {Luce was Uheratly rewarded; but if

it was not relifhed, the invernter was torancd to eat of nothing eite,

t1l] he hzd J:fovered another nuore :agrc:abir: to the lmperial p.i;ﬂlfn

Hift. Auvguft. p. 111,
57 He never would eat fea.fill except at a great diiance from the
f23; he then wouid dutnbute vait quantiies of the rareft fors,

bronght at an immenie expence, tu the peutunts of the inand
-~ - r i .
country, Hitl, Aug. p. 19,

{acred
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facred alylum **, were infufhicient to fatisfy the
impotence of his paffions, The mafter of the
Roman world affeted to copy the drefs and
manners of the female fex, preferred the diftaff
to the (ceptre, and difhonoured the principal dig-
nities of the empire by diftributing them among
his numerous lovers ; one of whom was publicly
invelted with the fitle and authority of the em-
peror’s, or, as he more properly ftyled himfelf,
of the emprefs’s hufband 52,

It may feem probable, the vices and follies of

Elagabalus have been adorned by fancy, and
blackened by prejudice™.  Yetr confining our-
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Roman people, and attefted by grave and con-
temporary hiftorians, their inexprefiible infamy
furpalles that of any other age or country. 'The
licence of an ealtern monarch 15 {eciuded from
the eye of curiofity by the macceidible walls of
his feraglio.  The fentiments of honour and gal-
lantry have introduced a refinement of plealure,
a regard for decency, and a refpect for the puonc
opinion, into the modern courts of lurope; but

$$ Dion, I Lizix. p.o1358. Horedizng Lov. poorge.

59 Hierocles enjoyed that honeury Lut he woud have teen fup-
p]::ntt-d by one Zoticus, had he ot centiived, by 2 netion, o eaer-
vate the powers ot Ris rival, who bewrg “ound en insi uncounl to
his reputation, was driven with ignoncay from i palace,  Dion,
[ Ixxix.p. 1363, 136, A danzer wias minde pewfedt of e iy,
a charioteer pratell ef the watchy a buber pruiedt of the provitins,
Thele three muniters, with many ickerraiicas, were afl pecom-
mended, ese-mituiz memterzm,  Hit. Avcwlll plores.

6o LEven the credtlous compliler of Lo D8y in G Awnoeiian hil-
tory (p. 111.), 15 inchined to fuijpoot thil Bis vices miny hows Seen
exaggeraled,

A. th{f
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the corrunt and onulent nobles of R nomﬁ' gratified
every vice  thui m-:d be colieft=d from the
in ary cenaux of nanons and manners.  Secure

Ce m-rmm,,v carcicts of cenfure, they hived with-
our renraint tn the natient and humble fociety of

- flaves and parafites. The emperor, in his
turn, view 'y every rank of his fub;ells with the

{ime contemptuous indifierence, aflerted without
control s fove 2ien privilege of luit and luxury,

The mo® worihicels of minkind are not afraid
o condemn 0 ors the fame diforders which
thev abiow i themfcives; and can readily difco-
ver fomie nice diffcenee of age, character, or
ffacihn, oty e artan diftinction. The b
’:c- s, wio had ratfed to the throne

]

l---‘i
e

L

Conlints |
che duiviate fon of Cuaricaila, blufhed at therr
Lo cheice, and wrned with difgult from
thor inonier, 0 contemplire with pleafure the
ooenisg Virtuzs € fis Cuunin Alexander the fon
of AManma The cra'ty Mai, fenfible thatr her

_-"_':',.S.E'.J."‘. .'_‘.:.:_:‘.'..":.‘.ZL‘S T INeV.id "-'IV dti}.i‘l)\’ hlm-
| T - ol o

) r - - I‘.: a - a ® " L] e -r: Ml d e - r
fzi” 5y abs uov vices, il provided ansther and
.l - - L {‘ :"- n

e LYooDro or nuer ..ﬁ:‘!:.:. l*_mbra{::qﬂ q ﬁ_

avoaiz o maenent o pandasts anld dcvouon, fhe

dusded the voar cmoeror o adopt Alex-
a Jder, znl oy iaved hin wita the utle of Cafar,
S5 owa divine occupiitons inisht be no
lwr“-*r errupied by the care of the earth, In
the iecont rank that 2ami:blr nrince foon acqulred
the afficizions of the pubiic, 4nd exciced the ty-
rani’s 1=ilon’y, wao reiolved to terminate the
ANZETOUS ’:d:‘i‘.j::f::.ti{;‘n, either bv corrupung the

manners, or by teiing away the Lle, of his rival,

} His
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His arts proved unfuccefsful; his vain defigns
were conftantly difcovered by his own loguacious
follv, and difeppointed by thole virruous and
faithful fervants whom the prudence of Mamea

had placf:'d about the perfon of her fon. In a
hafty fally of paflicn, Flagabalus refolved to exe-
cute by furce what he had been unable w0 comp'lﬁ
by fraud, and by a deipotic fentence degraded

his coufia from the rank and honours of Caefar
The metlage was recetved 1n the fenate with

flence, and in the camp with fury, The Prae
torian guards fwore to protect Alexander, and to
revenge the dithonoured mayweity of the throae.
The tears and promi!'“s of the trembling Flaga-
balus, who on]y begoed them to fpare his life,
and to leave Lim a the policflion of his beloved
Hierocles, diverted thelr jull indig gnatlon ; and
they conzented themicives witn empowering their
prefe@s to warch over the | d.my of Alexander,
aad the condult of the eniperor ™

[t was impoflible that fuch a reconciiitinn
hould lalt, or that even the mean foul of I ]aga-
balus could hold an empire on fuch humilidting
terms of dependence. e foon attempeed, by a
dangerous experiment, to try the temper of the
oldiers.  T'he report of the death of Alexander,
and the natural fufpicion that he had been mur-
dered, inflamed their paffions 1nto fury, and the

tempelt of the cainp could only be appraled by

or Dion, l. Ixxix. p. 136¢, Hercdur, L v.p.r9¢—=201. Hit,
Auguit. p. 105, “The Laft of tie Gnee bttloriars f-2ms to hizve
ia.”v"..... the Leit authors in his account of the revelulion,

the
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the prefence and authority of the popular youtli,

—r Provoked at this new inftance of thewr affetion

Aceefficn
of Alex-

ﬁndtr SE.
Yeiue,

for his coufin, and their contempt for his perfon,
the emperor ventured to punifh fome of the
leaders of the mutiny. His unfeafonable feventy
proved inftantly fatal to his mintons, his mother,
and himfelf. Eiagabalus was maffacred by the In-
diznant Pratorians, his mutilated corpfe dragged
through the ftreets of the city, and thrown into
the Tyber. His memory was branded with eter-
nal infamy by the fenate; the ]u{hce of whofe
decree has been ratified by pofterity %,

In the room of Elagabalus, his coufin Alexan-
der was raifed to the throne bv the Pretorian
cuards. His relation to the family of Severus,
whofe name he aflumed, was the {ame as that of
his predecefior; his virtue and his danger had
already endeared him to the Romans, and the

eager liberality of the fenate conferred upon him,
in one day, the various titles and powers of the

€2 The ®ra cf thedeath of Elazabalus, and of the acceffion of
Alexander, has empioved e iearning and ingenuity of Puagi,
Tillemont, Valecchs, Vignolt, and Torre bithop of Adria,  The
gueftion i3 moft 2furedly intricate 5 but I il adbere 10 the autha-
rity of D.onj the truth of whofe calculations is undentable, and
the puriiv of whofz text 1s juttined bv the agreement of Xiphilin,
Zonzras, and Cedrenus.  Elagsbalus reigned three years, nine
months, and four daye, from his viftory over Muacrinus, and was
kiled Mareh 1o, 222, But what hall we reply to the medals,
vndoubiedly genuine, which rzckon the Afth year of his triboni.
t.zn power > We tha]l renty with the learned Vaifecchi, thar tis
viuipziion of Moecrinus was annicaated, and that tha fon of Lara
c2ila dated his relzn trem his failer’s death. After refolving dhis
great dimeuity, the fmailer Knots of this quufiion may be eahily
unned, crcutaiandir

LN |

Imperal
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Imperial dignity . But as Alexander was s C};{AP
modeft and dutiful youth, of only fuventeen years (ommey
of age, the reins of government were in the hands

of two women, of his mother Mamza, and of

Mafa, his grandmother.  Afeer the death of th

latter, who furvived but a fhort time the eleva-

tion of Alcxander, Mam:xa remained the fole re-

gent of her fon and of the empure.

In every age and country, the wiler, or at leaft Power of
the ftronger, of the two fexes, has ufurped the ;fl’;:::;ﬂi“
powers of the ftate, and conbnred the other to
the cares and plealures of domefuic life.  In he-
reditary momrchics, however, and efpecially in
thofe of modern Hurope, the gallant {piric of
chivalry, and the law of fucceflion, Lave accuf-
tomed us to allow a fingular exception; and a
worman is often acknowledged the ablolute fove-
retgn of a great kingdom, 1n which {he would be

acemed ncapable of exerciling the fmallelt em-
ployment, civil or military.  But s the Roman
emperors were {uil confidered as the generals and
nagiftrates ot the republic, tocir wives and mo-
thers, although dittinguithed by the name of Au-
aufta, were never aiiciated t the perfonal ho-
i

“-.-

ours; and a female reien wouwd have anpeare
an 1nexpiable predigy in the eves of thafe primi-
nve Romans, who married withoue love, or loved
without delicacy and refpect . The hanghty

Agrippina

63 Hift, F’thfuﬁ 114, Dy tais nnufua I.J[""{‘iii: ion, the fenate
meant to conseund Iil“ hopas of pretenders, awd prevent tiie faliio
of e armies,

04 Meielius Mumidicus, the cenfor, acknowlaiged ‘a the Roman
protley inoa public eri .,.1, that had kind Nuitwre ailowed us to

voL, L A exift
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Acrippina afpired, indeed, to fhare the honours
of the empire, which fhe had conferred on her
fon; but her mad ambition, detefted by every
citizen who felt for the dignity of Rome, was
difappointed by the artful firmnefs of Seneca and
Burrhus . T he good fenle, or the indifference,
of fucceeding princes, reftrained them from of-
fending the prejudices of their fubjedts; and 1t
was referved for the profligate Elagabalus, to
difcharge the alts of the fenate, with the name
of his mother Soxmias, who was placed by the
fide of the confuls, and fublcribed, as a regular
member, the decrees of the legiflauve affembly,
Her more prudent (fter, Mamaa, declined the
ufelefs and odious prerogative, and a folemn law
was enalted, excluding women for ever from the
fenate, and devoting to the infernal gods, the
head of the wretch by whom this fanction fhould
b- violated ¢¢.  The {ubftance, not the pageantry,
of power was the object of Mam=a’s manly am-
bition. She maintained an abfolute and lafting
empire over the mind of her fon, and in his af-
fection the mother could not brook a nwval,
Alexander, with her confent, married the daugh-
ter of a Patrician; but his refpect for his father-
in-law, and love for the emprefs, were 1ncon-
Giftent with the tendernefs or interelt of Mamea.
The Patrician was executed on the ready accu-

exit withous the help of women, we thould be delivered from a very
rroublcfome companion ; and he could recommend matrimony, only
as the ficrifice of private plealare to public duty. Aulus Gel-
lius, 1. 6.

6s Tacit, Annal. xiit. 3. 65 Hift, Auvguft. p. 102, 107.

{ation
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fation of treafon, and the wife of Alexander driven CHAP,
with ignominy from the palace, and banifthed into —
Africa ®.

Notwithftanding this att of jealous cruelty, as Wife and

- . . ‘ moaerifie

well as fome inftances of avarice, with which adinani.
Mamza is charged; the géneral tenour of her ftration,
adminiftration was equally for the benefit of her
{on and of the empire, With the approbation of
the {enate, fhe chofe fixteen of the wifelt and
moft virtuous fenators, as a perpetual council of
ftate, before whom every public bulinels of mo-
ment was debated and determined.  The cele-
brated Ulpian, equally diftinguifhed by his know-
ledge of, and his refpedt for, the laws of Rome,
was at their head; and the prudent firmnefs of
this ariftocracy reftored order and authoruy to
the government. As foon as they had purged
the city from foreign fuperftition and luxury, the
remains of the capricious tyranny of klagabalus,
they applied themlelves to remove his worthlefs
creatures from every department of public admi-

niftration, and v fupply their places with men
of virtue and ability.  Learning, and the love of
juftice, became the only recommendations for
civil offices, Valour, and the love of diicipline,

¢7 Dion, L. Ixax. p. 1369. Herodian, L vi. p. 206,  Hift. Au.
guﬂ*. D. 1371, Herodian r{:preft'nts the Pawicians as innocent,  Tlhe
Aucuftan H:ftory, on the auther ty of Dexippus, condenins hnn, as
guilty of a conlpiracy againfi the life of Alexander, It 15 impof-
fible to pronounce between them: bur 1ion is an irreproachatle
witnefs of the jerloufy and crucliy of Mamza towird the young

empre(s, whofe hard fate Alexander famented, but durlt not op-
pole,

R a ' the
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the only qualifications for military employ-
ments *°

But the moft 1mporzant care of Mammxea and
her wile counfcllors, was to form the charaer of

the young emperor, on whofe perfonal qualities
the happ:nsfs or mufery of the Roman world muft

vltimarely depend.  The fortunate foil affilted,
and even prevented, the hand of cultvation.

An excellent vnderftanding foon convinced A-
lexander of the aavantages of virtue, the plea-
fure of knowledge, ard the neceflity of labour,
A natural m_ldneﬁ. and moderation of temper
preferved him from the afizults of pafiion and the
ailurements of vice. His unaiterable regard for
his mother, and his efteem for the wile Ulpian,
cuarded his unexperienced youth from the poifon
of flatterv.

The fimple journal of his ordinary occupations
exhibits a2 pleafing p:cture of an accomplithed
emperor *?, and with fome allowance for the dif-
ference of manners, might well deferve the mi-
tation of wmedern princes, © Alesander role early:
the firlt momeats of the day were confecrated to
private devoton, and his domeftic chapel was
filled with the images of thofe heroes, who, by
improving or reforming human life, had deferved
he grateful reverence of pofterity. But, as he

0t Herodian, l. vi. p. 203, Hilk. Auvgult. p. 119, The latter

II"U“‘E:, that when anv jaw w2z o be r;eﬂlf.' the council. was
«Tded T v a pumber of abie faw vers and exswnienced fenators, whe's
Clei S S Y ]“p"ir‘“Eh nfl‘l and asen down In \‘-l!ﬂhb

&4 See hus 12 an ll'e Alrui in Hid iorv. The Untill.:il‘.l&‘uiﬁiiﬁg
corrmair Bt burted tleteintereting anesduies under 3 lod of trivial
a2 unmeant 5 cucumfiances,

: 3 deemed



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 24§

deemed the fervice of mankind the mot accept- © “‘*;*P
able worlhip ot the gods, the greateft part of his
morning hours was employed in his council,
where he difcufled public affairs, and determined
private caufes, with a paticnce and difcretion
above his years. The drynefls of bufinels was
relieved by the charms of literature: and a por-
tion of time was always fet apart for his favourice
ftudies of poetry, hiftory, and philofophy. The
works of Virgll and Forace, the republics of
Plato and Cicero, formed his tafte, enlarped Lis
under{tanding, and gave him the noblelt 1deas
of man and government. The exercifes of the
body fucceeded to thofc of the mind; and Alex-
ander, who was tall, aétive, and robufl, {ur-
pafled moft of his equals in the gymasftic ars.
Refrethed by the ufe of the bath and a Mlight din-
ner, he refumed, with new vinour, the bulinefs
of the day; and, nil the hour of fupper, the
principal meal of the Romans, he was attended
by his fecretaries, with whom he read and an-
fwered the multicude of letters, memorials, and
pt‘titions, that muft have been addrefied to the
malter of the grcatelt part of the world. His
table was ferved with the moft trugal Gmpheity;
and whenever he was at hberty to confult his
own inclination, the company conlifted of a few
elect friends, men of learning and virtue, amonsft
whom Ulpian was con[’fdn[]y Invited, Thf:ir
converfation was famihar and 1nftructive; and the
paufes were occafionally enlivened by the recital
of fome pleafing compolition, which fupnlied the
place of the dancers, comedians, and cven gla-

R 3 diators,
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C%I’* P. diators, fo frequently fummoned to the tables of
(s the rich and luxurious Romans °. The drefs of

Geners]
happu.els

cf the

Alexander was plain and modelt, his demeanor
courteous and afiudle: at the proper hours his
palace was open o all his {ubjedts, but the vouce
of a crier was heard, as 1n the Eleuliman myl-
teries, pronouncing the fame {aluiary admoni-
tion; ¢ L=t none enter thofe holy walls, unlefs he
““ 15 conlcious of a pure aud iprecent taind L

Such an uniform tenouar of lhife, which left
not 2 moment for vice or fory, 15 a better proof
of the wifdom and juftice of Alexander’s govern-
ment, than all the miling detalls preferved in
the compilation of Lampridius.  Since the ac-
ceffion of Commudus, the Roman world bad ex-
perienced, during a tam of forty veass, the
fucceflive and various vices of four tyrants,
From the decth of Elagabelus, 1t emjoyed an
auf_icious calm of thireen years.  The pro-
vinces, relleved from the oppreffive taxes 1n-
vented by Caracalla and his pietended fon, fHou-
ntled in peace and proip-iity, under the admi-
niftration of mugiftraics, wno were convinced by
expeiience, that to delerve the love of the fub-
jects, was thetr beft and only n.cthod of obeain-
ing rhe favour of ther fovereign.  While fome
gentle refiainis were 1mpoled on the inrocent
uxury of the Kaqman peopie, the piice of pro-
vifiuns, and the intereft of money, were reduced,

70 See the 13th Satire of Juvenal.

7¢ Hut, Avuguit. p. 119,
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by the paternal care of Alexander, whofe prudent C HV?: P,

liberality, without diftrefling the induftrious, ey
fupplied the wants and amufements of the popu-
lace. The dignity, the freedom, the authority
of the fenate were reftored; and every virtuous
fenator might approach the perfon of the empe-
ror, without fear, and without a blufh,
The name of Antoninus, ennobled by the vir- Alexander
tues of Pius and Marcus, had been communi- ;ﬁfi;h&

cated by adoption to the dilfolute Verus, and by ﬁj‘s‘_”“i‘
defcent to the cruel Commodus. It became the
honourable appellation of the fons of Severus,

was beftowed on young Diadumenianus, and at
length proftituted to the infamy of the high prieft

of Emefa. Alexander, though prefled by the
ftudied, and perhaps fincere 1mportunity of the
{fenate, nobly refuled the borrowed lultre of a

name; whilft in his whole conduét he laboured

to reftore the glories and felicicy of the age of the

genuine Antonines .

In the civil admimftration of Alexander, wif- He at-
dom was enforced by power, and the people, fF=
fenfible of the public felicity, repaid their bene- amy.
factor with their love and gratitude.  There ftill
remained a greater, a ore neceflary, but a
more difficult enterprife; the reformation of the
military order, whole 1nterelt and temper, con-

7t See n the Hift. Auguft. p. 116, 117, the whole conteft bea
tween Alexander and the lenate, extraéted rrom the journals of that
allembly. Tt bappened on the Txth of March, probably of the year
224, when the Romins had tnp ved, almott a twilvemonth, the
bleffings of s reign. Before the appeliation of Antoninus was
oiered him as a title of hosour, the funste waited to fee whether
Aldexander would not affunie it, asa family name,

R « firmed
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irmed by lonrr m:un'.:}'} rencored them impa-
tient of the reftraints of difcipiine, and carcelefs
of the bn‘:fﬁr:—;:;s of pubif* trancuthiy,  In the
cution of his diszn tae emnperor affelied
difplay his love, and to conceal his fear, of the
army. The moit ngid ccconomy m every othier
branch of the adminitreunn, fupphed a fund of
ooid and {ilver for tae ordinary pay and the ex-
traordinary rewards of the troops. - In therr
marches ke relaxed the fevere oulizatien of car-
rying feventesn days provifion con their fhoulders.
Ample mag:zines were formed along the public
roads, and as foon as they entered the enemy’s
countrv, a rumierous train of mules and camels
waited on ticir haughty lazinefs.  As Alexander
defpairec of correciing the luxury of Ins {oldiers,
ke arrempted, at lealt, o direct 1t to objells of
marial pomp and ormament, £ne horfes, plen-
did armour, and fhicld enriched with filver and
cold. le fhared whatever fatigues he wos
ocr'fj 10 1mpof, vilited, in perfon, the fick
2na ucumde preferved an exalt regiiter of their
fervices and his own gratitude, and cexprefied, on
every occaiicn, the warmelt rexard for a body of
men, whoie wellere, as he afiected o declare,
was 10 c:oicly connelted with that of the flate ™.
by the moflt gentie arts he laboured to infpire
e ferce mulizude with a fente of duty, and to
reftore ot leaft a faint image of that difcipiine to
which the Romans owed their cmpire over o

U

. S T
73 It was afavonniie yaving of the emperi s, Se naari: macss
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many other nations, as warlike and more power-
ful than themfelves, But his prudence was vain,
his courage fatal, and the attempt towards a re-
formation ferved only to inflame the ills it was
meant to cure.

The Pretorian guards were attached to the
youth of Alexander. They loved kim as a ten-
der pupil, whom they nad faved from a tyrant’s
fury, and plnced on the Imperial throne, That
amiable prince was fenfible of the obligation;
but as his gratitude was reftraimed within the
limits of reafon and jultice, they foon were more
ciffatistied with the virtues of Alexarder, than
they had ever been with the vices of Llagabalus.
Their prefeét, the wile Ulpian, was the friend
of the laws and of the people; he was con-
fidered as the enemy of the foldiers, and to his
pernicious counfels every icheme of reformation
was imputed.  Some trifling accident blew up
thetr difcontent into a furlous mutiny; and a
civil war raged, during three days, in Rome,
whilft the llﬁ* of tat excellent mimiter was de-
fended by the grateful people.  Terrified, at
length, by the fight of fome houles in fames,
and by the threats ¢f a general conflagration, the
people yielded with a ‘rgh, and leit the virtuous,
but unforcunate, Ulpian to his fate. He was
purfued 1nto the Tmperial palace, and maflacred
at the feet of his malter, who vainly ftrove to
cover him with the purple, and to obtain his
pardon from the inexorable foldiers, Such was
the deplorable wesknefs of government, that the

smperor was upadle to revenge lus murdered

{riend
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friend and his infulted Gignitv, without ftooping

e~ (o the arts of patience and diffimul:ton. Epa-

Dancerof
Dh.}l'.l Lil‘-

fius,

gathus, the principal feader of the mutiny, was
removed from Rome, Ly the honcurable c"nplov-

- -

ment of prefect ot Lyt from that blh reck

b

he was gently degraded 1o the government of
Crete; and v.h:n, ar lenath, his poputarity
aimong tae guards wis efFaced by tirne and ab-
{coce, Ale xandf*r ventured o infi& the tardy,
but deferve pu..1ﬂm ent of his crimes ™. Under
the reien of a juit and virtuous prince, the [yran-
ny of the army m-:-m:.m-d with inftant death his
moft faichicl minitters, who were {ufpected of an
intention to correct their nwe! e diorders.
Thz hiftorian Dion Callius had commanded the
Pann nian legions with the {:inic of ancient dif-
cipiine. 1heir brethren of Rome, embracing
the cominon cauje of military licence, demanded
the head of the reformer. Alexander, however,
inftead of vielding to their ledicons clamours,
thewed 2 juf’c fenfe of his ment and fervices, by
ppnn.mr him his colicague 1n tne confulfhip,
ard defraying from his own treafury the expence
of that vain dignity: but as 1t was Jultly appre-
hended, that if the {oldiers beheld him with the
enfigns of his offce, thev would revenge the in-
fult 1n his blood, the nouminal firlt mauiftrate of
the ftate retired, by the craperor’s advice, from

"¢ Theu~h the auther of the e of Alecarder "Hiﬂ An-uit,

b

p 132.) mentiors ihe sed non reed acar ! Uipian by the fuhdiers,
hL “ ']I:I.'...i‘; thi Ll .1‘ :.Lf.“, R ”Il__]ll. {i LOYer 4 “E.thf!.‘: lh T]f
admimftr.izn of hiz hero. From this dargned onnflion, we may

judge of the we'ght and candeur of that auther,

the
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the city, and fpent the greatet part of his con- CHAP.
{ulthip at his villas in Campania 7. o e
The lenity of the emperor confirmed the in- Tumuits

{olence of the troops; the legions umitated the ZZUT::_I‘:'
example of the guards, and defended their pre-
rcecative of licentioufnefs with the {fame furious
obitinacy. T'he admumftration of Alexander was

an unavailing {trugale againt the corruption of

his age.  In Illyricum, in Mauritania, 1n Ar-

menta, in Melopotaoma, in Germany, frefh mu-

tinics perpetvally bioke our; his officers were
murdeied, his authority was inlulted, and his

life at lalt facrificed to the fierce difcontents of

the army 7. Onec particular faét well deferves to Frmnefs
be recorded, as it illuftrates the manners of the fiﬂ:“ o
troops, and exhibits a fingular inftance of their

return to a fenfe of duty and obedience.  Whillt

the emperor lay at Antioch, 10 his Perfian expedi-

ion, the paruculars of which we fhall here-

after relate, the punifhment of fome {oldiers, who

had been difcovered 1n the baths of women, ex-

cited a feditton 1n the legion to which they be-

longed,  Alexander alcended his tribunal) and

with a modelt fumneis reprefented to the arimed
multitude, the abloluze necefiity as wetl as his
inflexible refolution of corre&@ing the vices intro-

duced by his impure predecellor, and of main-

tatning the difcipline, which could not be relaxed

without the ruin ot the Roman name and em-

pire.  Their clamours nterrupted his muld ex-

75 For an account of Ulpian's fate and his own danger, fee the
mutiiated conclunon of Dion’s Hittory, 1, ixxx. p, 1371,
70 Annot, Renmar, ad Dion Cathus, L Ixxx. p. 1369,

poftu-
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poltulazion, ¢ Referve vour fhouts,” {ad the
undaunted emperor, ¢ il you take the feld
““ againit the Perfians, the Germans, and the
“ Sarmztians, Be filent in the prefence of your
¢ {overeiza anu benefa&or, who beftows upon
“ yeu the corn, the clothing, and the money of
¢ the provinces. Be filent, or I hall no Jonger
:tvle vou {oldizrs, but ¢itizens 77, if thofe in-
deed who difclaim the laws of Rome deferve
to be racked among the meaneft of the peo-

1.9

¢« ¢le.” His menaces inflamed the fury of the
lezion, and taelr brandifhed arms already threat-

ened his perfon.  © Your courage,” refumed the
intrentd Ajexander, ¢ would be more ncbly dif-
«« plaved in the field of battle; me you may de-
¢« fi;ov, you cannot Intimidate; and the fevere
¢ juit:ce of the repubhc would punifh your crime,
 and revenge my dezth.””  The legion fhll per-
fited 10 clamorous fedition, when the empercr
proncunced, with a loud voice, the decifive {en-
cnce, ¢ Citizeis ! lav cown your arms, and de-
 part i peace 10 your refpective ]‘mmnations."
The tuvr...ﬂ was inftandy appeafed ; the {oldiers,
Alled witn griel and thame, filently confefled the
qultice of eir Puinment ,..HJ tie power of dif-
c;p]n.t, vielded up therr arms and military en-
figns, od retired in confufion, not to their camp,
but to the feveral inns of the city.  Alexander
eioved, during thirty days, the :.Jn}mfr fpec-—

4

&l

(49

- T.,l'*:“** Crofzr hail EFPEEFLJ a fodit-om with the {ame word i
pizrs 5 which thus eppoted 0 Seldiersy wos wlca 101 Jende of coniempt,
and reduced thz ofenders to the m" Ronourable condiiiun of meie

r1t 2-Tis. T::..C-.. Avaal 43

tﬂClC
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tacle of their repentance; nor did he reftore CI{J;\ P,

them to their formce: ramx in the army, till he s

had punifhed with death thole tnbunes whole

connivance had occafioned the mutny, The

arateful legion f{erved the emperor, whillt living,

and revenged him when dead ™. ,
The refolutions of the multitude oenerally de- Defesis of

pend on a moment; and the caprice of paffion his e

might equally determine the feditious legion to et

fay down their arms at the emperor’s feet, or to

plunge them into his breaft.  Perhaps, 1t the

fingular tranfadtion had been wvefticoted Ly the

penetration of a philclopher, we fhould diicover

the fecret caules wirch on that occafion zutho-

-

rized the boldnels of the prince, and command-

ed the obedience of the troops; and pernans, if
it had been related by a _u-( 1cions hiltorian, we
thould fnd this aélion, worthy of Cxlar himfelf,
reduced nearer to the level of I’”Ob'ibl']‘“}’ and the
common {tandard of the charalter of Alexander
Severus,  The ubilittvs of that amable pz'ir.:?c

fcem to have been Inacegrnte to the Gifwculsies
of his fituation, the firtnnets of his conduét in-
{crior to the purity of his intenticns.  His vir-
tues, as well as the vices of I *fw:}u ., Coll-
wacted a tinture of weaknels and cffuminacy
from the foft climate of Sveia, of which he was
a native ; though he Giuflwd at his forcign ori-
rin, and hﬁened with a vain camil weney to the

|

Aaering genealogifts, who derived his race from

(2, Avpuft, p. 1.

=l
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the ancient ftock of Roman nobility .  The
pride and avarice of his mother calt a fhade on
the glories of his reign; and by exafting from
his riper years rhe {ame durtiful obedience which
fhe had juitly claimed from his unexperienced
vouth, Mamza expoled to public ridicule both
her fon’s character ancd her own *°.  The fatigues
of the Perfian war irritated the military difcon.
tent; the unfuccefstul event degraded the repu-
tation of the emperor as a general, and even as
a foldier. LEvery caule prepared, and every cir-
cumitance haftened, a revolution, which diftracted
the Roman- empire with a long feries of 1teftine
calamities.

The difolute tyranny of Commodus, the civil
wars occalioned by his death, and the new max-
ims of policy introduced by the houle of Severus,
had all contributed to increale the dangerous
power of the army, and to obliterate the faint

image of laws and liberty that was {till imprelic

79 Frem the Newellin,  Hift, Avzufl. p. 119, The choice was
judicious.  In one fhort period of tweive years, the Meteils cuuid
tecken jeven confuithips and five triumphs, See Velicius Paterculus,
1. 11. and the Fakti,

82 ‘T'he Lfe of Al:xander, in the Avgullan Hiftory, is the mere
1dea ¢f a perisct prince, an awkward imitation of the Cyropedia.
The account of his reign, as given by Herodian, is rational and
molerate, conhilent with the general hiftory of the age; and, m
fune of the noft invidicus particuiars, confirmed by the decilive
fragiments of Dien. Yet fiom a3 very paitry prejudice, the greater
nember of our modem writers ahufe Herodian, and copy the Au.
guftan Hitory. Sec Mell, de Tiliemont and Wotton, From the
oppefite prejudice, the emperor Julian (in Cziaib, p. 315.) dwells
with a viinle (2:isfadtion on the edeminate weaknels of the Syrias,
and the rudiculous avarice of lus mother,

on



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 25%

on the minds of the Romans. This inrernal CHA PR
change, which undermined the founditions of | ,._VI,__' )
the empire, we have endeavoured to explain with
fome degree of order and perfpicuity.  The
perfonal charadters of the emperors, thewr vic-
tortes, laws, follies, and forounes, can intereft
us no farcher than as they are conneted with the
general hiftory of the Dechne and Fall of the
monarchy. Our conftant attention to that great
object, will not fuffer us to overlook a moft im-
portant edi¢t of Antoninus Caracalla, which coms
municated to all the free inhabitants of the em-
pire the name and privileges of Roman citizens.
His unbounded liberality flowed not, however,
from the {entiments of a generous mind; 1t was
the fordid refuic of avarice, and will naturally be
Jluftrated by fome oblervations on the finances
of that ftate, from the viftorious ages of the com-
monwealth to the reign of Alexander Severus,

The fiege of Veil in Tuolcany, the fuft con- Efblifh
[iderable enterprife of the Romans, was protradted et
to the tenth year, much lels by the ftrength of
the place than by the unfkifulnels of the be-
fiegers. The unaccuftomed hardihips of fo many
winter campaigns, at the diflance of ngar twenty
miles from home *, required more than compici
encouragements; and the lenite wilely prevenied

3t According to the more accurate Thonviing, the ity i f was
only an hundred facia, or twelve moesamd a bt from Mome;
though fome out-pofts might be advanced farilier on the fide of
Errunia.  Nardim, 1n 2 profefled treasife, has combated the pesolar
opimon and the authority of two papes, and bes removed Ve from
Civita Caftellana, to a httle fpot called Ilels, 1 the midwiy be-
tyeen Rome and the lake Bracciano.

12 ' the
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the clamours of the people, by the inftitution of
a regular pay for the foldiers, which was levied
by a general tnbute, affefied according to an
equitable proportion on the property of the citi-
zens **.  During more than two hundred years
after the conqueft of Veu, the victories of the
republic added lefs to the wealth than to the
power of Rome. Thle ftates of Italy paid their
tribute 1n military fervice only, and the vaflt force
both by fea and land, which was exerted in the
Punic wars, was maintained at the expence of
the Romans themlelves.  That high-fpirited peo-
ple (fuch 15 often the generous enthufiafm of
freedom) cheerfully fubmitted to the moft excel-
five but voluntary burdens, in the juft confidence
that thev fhould fpeedily enjov the rich harvelt
of their labours. Their expeltations were not
difappointed. In the courfe of a few years, the
riches of Syracufe, of Carthage, of Macedonia,
and of Afia, were brought in triumph to Rome.
The treafures of Perfeus alone amounted to near
two m:lhons fterling, and the Roman people,
the {overeign of {0 many nations, was for ever
delivered from the weight of taxes ¥, The in-
creafine revenue of the provinces was found {ufF-
cient to defray the ordinary eltablithment of war
and government, and the fuperfluous mafs of
gold and filver was depofited 1n the temple of

"~

Rt See thz 4iband s5th books of Livy, In the Roman Cerfus,
property, pewer, and taxalon, weie commeniurate with  exch
oth:r.

¥1 Pun. Hato Natur, L oxxxuio oo 30 Cieero de Qific, 11, 22,
Diutzichy i PusEmils poo 27350

Saturn,
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Saturn, and referved for -any unforefeen emer- C%IA P.
gency of the ftate ™. s
Hiftory has never perhaps fuffered a greater or Tiihutes
more lrrcmrable injury, than in the lofs of the ‘:rf I:'::ipm-

curious regifter bequeathed by Auguftus to the
fenate, in which that experienced prince fo ac-
curately balanced the revenues and expences of
the Roman empire ™. Deprived of this clear
and comprehenfive eftimate, we are reduced to
colle& a few imperfect hints from fuch of the an-
clents as have accidentally turned afide from the
fplendid to the more ufeful parts of hiftory.
We are informed that, by the conquefts of Pom-
pey, the tributes of Afia were ratled from fifty to of Afis,
one hundred and thirty-five millions of drachms ;
or about four mullions and a half fterling *. of Egypt,
Under the laft and moft indolent of the Prole-
mies, the revenue of Egypt 1s faid to have
amounted to twelve thoufand five hundred ta-
lents ; a fum equivalent to more than two mil-
lions and a half o our money, but which was
afterwards confiderably 1mproved by the more
exact ceconomy of the Romans, and the increafe
of the trade of /Ethiopia and India®. Gaul of Gaul,
was enriched by rapine, as Egypt was by com-
merce, and the tributes of thofe two great pro-
vinces have been compared as nearly equal to

s See a fine defeription of this accumulated wealth of ages,

Lucan's Phari: 1. iii. v, 155, &
&5 Tacit in Annal. i, 11. It feems te have exifted in the ume of
Appi:ln.

6 Plutsich. i Pempeto, p. 642, 37 Strabo, 1. xvii, p. 7:3.

Vor, &, $ each
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CHAP. each other in value®. The ten thoufand Fu-

vI.

‘= boic or Phcenician talents, about four millions
of Afnez, fterling *9, which vanquithed Carthage was con-

ef Spa:n,

demned to pay within the term of ffty years,
were a flight acknowledgment of the fuperiority
of Rome *°, and cannot bear the leaft proportion
wizh the taxes afterwards raifed both on the lands
and on the perfons of the inhabitants, when the
fertile coaft of Africa was reduced into a pro-
vince ¥,

Spain, by a very fingular fatality, was the Peru
and Mexico of the old world. The difcovery of
the rich weltern continent by the Phceniclans,
and the oppreflion of the fimple natives, who
were compelled to labour in their own mines for
the benefit of ftrangers, form an exact type of
the more recent hiftory of Spanifh America %
The Pheenicians were acquainted only with the
fea-coaft of Spain; avarice, as well as ambition,
carried the arms of Rome and Carthage into the
heart of the country, and almoft every part of
the foi} was found pregnant with copper, filver,
and gold. Menticn 1s made of a mine near Car-

thagena which yielded every day twenty-five

£8 Velleius Patercuivs, L 1. c. 39, He {eems to give the prefer-
ence to the revenue of Gaul.

®¢ The Euboic, the Pheenician, and the Alexandrian talents were
double in weight to the Attic.  See Hooper of ancient weights and
icaliures, p. V. ¢ §. Itis very p.obabie, that the (ame talent was
¢.rived from Tyre to Carthage,

9= Polyb. L xv. c. 1. 9t Appianin Puniais, p. 84,

9t Diocorus Siculus, . v. Cadiz was built by the Pheeniciang
a iittle more thizp a theutand years before Chrit,  See Vell, Pa-
{2 BuPE PR P

thoufand
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| thoufand drachms of filver, or about three hun. CHA P,

" dred thoufand ‘pounds a year®. Twenty thou- |, _VI_. ;
fand pound weight of gold was annually received
from the provinces of Afturla, Gallicia, and
Lulitania **,

We want both leifure and materials to purfye of theifle
this curious inquiry through the many potent i
ftates that were annihilated in the Roman empire.

Jome notion, however, may be formed of the
revenue of the provinces where confiderable
wealth had been depofited by nature, or collefted

by man, if we obferve the fevere attention that
was direfted to the ubodes of folitude and fte-
rility.  Auguftus once received a petition from
the inhabitants of Gyarus, humbly praying that
they might be relieved from one-third of their
exceflive impofitions. Their whole tax amount-
ed indeed to no more than one hundred and fifty
drachms, or about five pounds: but Gyarus was
a licele ifland, or rather a rock, of the Agean
fea, deftitute of frefh water and every neceffary
of life, and 1phabited only by a few wretched
filhermen 9°.

From the faint glimmerings of {uch doubtful Amount
and fcattered lights we tfhould be inclined to ©f the re-

" . Yenue,
believe, 1ft, That (wich every fair allowance for

93 Strabo, J. 1. p. 148,

o¢ Plin, Lt Nawur. Lo xxoii, c. 40 He mentions likewifs a
fiver mine tn Dalmatia, that yielded every day fifty pounds to the
ftate.

95 Strabo, 1.x. p. 484, Tacit, Annal. 1, 69, and iv. j0.  Seq
in Tournefort (Voyages au Levant, Leture viit.) a very hively piG=
tere of the aftual mifery of Gyarus.

S 2 | the
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the difference of times and circumftances) the

w—~— general income of the Roman provinces could

Taixes on
Roman ci-
tiz2ns in-
friruted by
Auguftus,

feldom amount to lefs than fifteen or twenty
millions of our money **; and, adly, That fo
ample a revenue muft have been fully adequate

to all the expences of the moderate government
inftituted by Auguftus, whofe court was the mo-
deft family of a private fenator, and whofe mili.
tary eftablifhment was calculated for the defence
of the frontiers, without any afpiring views of
conqueft, or any fertous apprehenfton of a foreign
1nvafion,

Notwithftanding the feeming probability of
both thefe conclufions, the latter of them at leaft
is pofitively difowned by the language and con-
duct of Auguftus. It 15 not ealy to determine
whether, on this occalion, he afted as the com-
mon father of the Roman world, or as the op-
preflor of hberty; whether he wifhed to relieve
the provinces, or to nnpaverifh the fenate and
the equefirian order. But no fooner had he
affumed the reins of government, than he fre-
quently intimated the Inf{ufficiency of the tr-
butes, and the neceflity of throwing an equitable
proportion of the public burden upon Rome and
{talv. In the profecution of this unpopular de-
fign, he advanced, however, by cautious and
well-weiched fteps. The introduction of cuftoms
was followed by the eftablifhment of an excile,

95 Lipfius de magriudine Romana (l.1i. ¢, 3.) computes tie

reverue 21 one hundied and fifty miilions of guld crowns ; but his
whole beek, though learned and ingerious, betrays & very heated
imaginallos,

B and
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and the fcheme of taxation was completed by an CRAP
~artful affeffment on the real and perfonal pro- \mmm
perty of the Roman citizens, who had been ex-
empted from any kind of contribution above a
century and a half,

I. In a great empire like that of Rome, a The cur-
- natural balance of money muft have gradually *°™
eftablithed itfelf. It has been already obferved,
that as the wealth of the provinces was attraéted
o the capital by the ftrong hand of conqueft and
power; {o a confiderable part of it was reftored
to the induftrious provinces by the gentle 1nflu-
ence of commerce and arts. In the reign of
Auguftus and his fucceflors, duties were im-

pofed on every kind of merchandife, which
through a thoufand channels flowed to the great

centre of opulence and luxury; and in whatfo-
ever manner the law was expreffed, it was the
Roman purchafer, and not the provincial mer-

chant, who paid the tax®, The rate of the
cultoms varied from the eighth to the fortieth
part of the value of the commodity; and we have
aright to fuppofe that the variation was diretted
by the unalterable maxims of policy: that a
higher duty was fixed on the articles of luxury
than on thofe of neceflity, and that the produc-
tions ratfed or manufatured by the labour of the
(ubjects of the empire, were treated with more
indulgence than was fhewn to the pernicious, or
at lealt the unpopular commerce of Arabia and

97 Tacit., Annal. xut. 31,

S 3 'India.
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There 1s ftll extant a long but im-

b~ perfet catalogue of eaftern commodities, which

The ex-

eife,

about the time of Alexander Severus were {ubje&t
to the payment of duties; cinnamon, myrrh,
pepper, ginger, and the whole tribe of aromatics,
a great varlety of precious ftones, among which
the diamond 'was the moft remarkable for i
price, and, the emerald for 1ts beauty 99 : Parthian
and Babylonian leather, cottons, filks, both raw
and manufactured, ebony, ivory, and eunuchs'®,
We may obferve that the ufe and value of thofe
effeminate flaves gradually rofe with the decline
of the empire.

II. The excife, introduced by Auguftus after
the civil wars, was extremely moderate, but it
was general. It feldom exceeded one per cent.;
but it comprehended whatever was fold in the
markets or by public auction, from the moft con-
fiderable puichafes of lands and houfes, to thofe
minute objects which tan only derive a value
from their infinite multitude, and daily confump-
tion. Such a tax, as it aftects the body of the
people, has ever been the occalion of clamour
and dilcontent, An emperor well acquainted

93 See Pliny /Hift. Nawur. I. vi. ¢, 25. 1. xi1. ¢ 18.).  His ob.
{ervition, that the Indian commodities were fold at Rome at a hun-
dred umes their original price, may @ive us fome notiun of the pro-
dure of thecuiioms, fince thatoriginal price amounted 1o move than
eight hundied thouland pounds.

59 The ancicnts wele unacguainted with the art of cutting dis-
monds.

102 M. Bouchard, in his treatife de I'Tmpot chez les Romains,
has trantcr.bed this cataiogae, from the Digelt, and attempts to e
Juzrzie it by a very proix commentary,

with
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with the wants and refources of the ftate, was
obliged to declare by a public edift, that the
{fupport of the army depended in a great meafure

101

on the producc of the excife *,

[II. When Auguftus refolved to eftablifh a
permanent mititary force for the defence of his
government againft foreign and domeftic ene-
mies, he inftituted a peculiar treafury for the pay
of the foldiers, the rewards of the veterans, and
the extraordinary expences of war. The ample
revenue of the excife, though pecularly appro-
priated to thofe ules, was found 1nadequate.
To fupply the deficiency, the emperor [uggelted
a new tax of five per cent. on all legacies and
inheritances. But the nobles of Rome were
more tenacious of property than of freedom.
Their indignant murmurs were received by Au-
guftus with his ufual temper. e candidiy re-
ferred the whole bufinefs to the f{enate, and ex-
horted them to provide for the public fervice by
fome other expedient of a lefs odious nature,
They were divided and perplexed. He 1infinu-
ated to them, that their obftinacy would oblige
him to propofe a general land-tax and capitation.
They acquiciced in Dlence ***,  The new 1rpo-
fition on legacies and inheritances was however

mitigated by fome reitrictions. It did not take
place unlefs the object was of a certain value,

tor Tacit, Annal, i. 78, Two years afterwards, the reduétion

of the poor kingdom of Cappadocia gave Fiberius o pretence for
diminithing the excife to one half'; but the reliet was of very fhort

duration,
102 Dion Caflius, 1, Iv. p. 794. lo Iv1. p. 82¢,

S 4  moft
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moft probably of fifty or an hundred pieces of

oold *** nor could it be exalted from the neareft
of xin on the father’s fide ***, When the rights
of nature and poverty were thus fecured, it
fcemed reafonable, that a ftranger, or a diftant
relation, wio acquired an unexpefted acceffion
of fortune, fhould cheerfully refign a twentieth
partof it, for the benefit of the ftate ',

Such 2 tax, plentiful as it muft prove in every
wealthy community, was moft happily fuited to
the fitcvaunon of the Romans, who could frame
their arbitrary wills, according to the dictates of
reafon or caprice, without any reftraint from the
modern fetters of entails and fettlements. From
various caufes the partiality of paternal affe&tion
often loft its influence over the ftern patriots of
the commonweaith, and the diffolute nobles of
the empire; and 1f the father bequeathed to his
{fon the fourth part of his eftate, he removed all
ground of legal complaint **°,  But a rich child-
lefs old man was 2 domeftic tyrant, and his power
increafed with his years and infirmities. A fer-
vile crowd, 1n which he frequently reckoned
pretors and confuls, courted his fmiles, pam-
pered his avarice, applauded his follies, ferved
his paffions, 2nd waited with impatience for his

153 The fum 35 on.v fxzd by conjedture,

122 As the Roman Jaw tuieled for many ages, the Cograrr, or
re.aticrns cn ihe mother’s fide, were not! cailed to the fuccedlion.
This harfh indfteiion was gradually vndermined by humanity, and
finzl:v sholihed By Juflinizn,

105 Phin. Paniganic, c. 57,

320 Ce: Heinecoius in the Antiquit, Juris Romani, 1. 11,

death.
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death. The arts of attendance and flattery were CH AP,

. . . vI.
formed into a moft lucrauve {cience; thole who e

profeffled it acquired a peculiar appellation; and
the whole city, according to the lively defcrip-
dons of fatire, was divided between two parties,
the hunters and their game ', Yet, while fo
many unjult and extravagant wills were every
day diftated by cunning, and fubfcribed by folly,
a few were the refult of rational efteem and vir-
wous gratitude. Cicero, who had fo often de-
fended the lives and fortunes of his fellow-citi-
zens, was rewarded with legacies to the amount
of an hundred and feventy thoufand pounds ***;
nor do the friends of the younger Pliny feem to
have been lels generous to that amiable orator ™.
Whatever was the motive of the teftator, the
rreafury claimed, without diftin€tion, the twen-
tieth part of his eftate; and 1n the courfe of two
or three generations, .the whole property of the
ubject muft have gradually paffed through the
coffers of the ftate.

In the firft and golden years of the reign of Nero, Regulati-

ons of the

that prince, from a defire of popularity, and mpesors.
perhaps from a blind impulfe of benevolence,
concetved a wifh of abolifhing the oppreffion of
the cuftoms and exctfe. The wifeft fenators ap-
plauded his magnanimity ; but they diverted him

107 Horat. 1, i1, Sat, v. Petron. ¢. 116, &€ Plin, L 1. Bpilt, 20.

108 Cicero in Philipp. 11, ¢, 16,

1c9 See his epiftles. Every fuch will gave him an occafion of
difplaying his reverence to the dead, and his julce to the living,

He reconciled both, 1n his beliaviour to a fon who had been difin-
herited by his motber (v, 1.),

from
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from the execution of a delign, which would

‘__.i;_, have diffolved the ftrength and refources of the

republic '*°, Had i¢ indeed been pofiible to
realize this dream of fancy, fuch princes as Tra-
jan and the Antonines would furely have em-
braced with ardor the glorious opportunity of
conferring fo fiznal an obligation on mankind,
Satisfied, however, with alleviating the public
burden, they attempted not to remove 1t. The
mildnefs and precifion of thewr laws afcertained
the rule and meafure of taxation, and protetted
the fubject of every rank againft arbitrary inter-
preiations, antiquated claims, and the infolent
vexation of the farmers of the revenue "', For
1t 15 fomewhat fingular that, in every age, the
beit and wifelt of the Roman governors per-
fevered in this pernicicus method of collecting
the principal branches at leaft of the excife and
cufltoms = |

The fentiments, and, indeed, the fituarion of
Ceoracalla, were verv diffierent from thole of the
Antonines. Inattentive, or rather averle to the
welfare of his people, he found himfelf under the
neceffity of gratifying the infatiate avarice, which
he had exciied in the army. Of the feveral im-
pofizions introduced by Auguftus, tae rwentieth
on inheritances and leracies was the moft frut-
ful, as well as the moft comprehenfive,  As 1ts

11¢ Tacit. Annzl, xiih, so. Efprit des Laoix, L xin. ¢, 19.
1T See Pliny's Paregyric, the Auguttan Hitory, and Burman

de Veli.zal, pafi.ok )
312 The tnbutes (properly to cziled) were not farmed ; fince the

good piinces ofien remitied many millious of arrears.

influ-
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influence was not confined to Rome or Italy, the
produce continually increafed with the gradual
extenflion of the Romax Ciry. The new citi-
zens, though charged, on equal terms?®™, with
the payment of new taxes, which had not affected
them as {ubjeéls, derived an ample compenfa-
tion from the rank they obtained, the privileges
they acquired, and the fair profpeét of honours
and fortune that was thrown open to their ambi-
tion, But the favour which implied a diflinc-
tion, was loft in the prodigality of Caracalia, and
the relutant provincials were compelled to affume
the vain title, and the real obligations, of Roman
cittizens. Nor was the rapacious fon of Severus
contented with fuch a meafure of taxation, as had
appeared fufficient to his moderate predecefiors.
Inftead of a twenticth, he exaéted a tenth of all
legacies and inheritances; and during his reign
(for the ancient proportion was reftored after his
death) he crufhed alike every part of the empire
under the weight of his iron fceptre ™™

When all the provincials became hable to the
peculiar impofitions of Roman citizens, they
feemed to acquire a legal exemption from the
tributes which they had pad 1n their former
condition of fubjeéts. Such were not the maxims
of government adopted by Caracalla and his pre-
tended fon. The old as well as the new taxes
were, at the fame time, levied 1n the provinces.

113 The fituation of the new citizens 1s minutely deflcribed by

Pliny (Panegyric, ¢, 37, 38, 19.)s Trajan pubiifhed a law very
mauch in their favour.-

¥1¢ Dion, 1, Ixxvil, pe 12930
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It was referved for the wvirtue of Alexander to
relieve them 1n a great meafure from this into-
lerable grievance, by reducing the tributes to a
thirtieth part of the fum exalted at the time of
his acceflion 'S, It 1s impoffible to conjeture
the motive tha: engaged him to fpare fo trifling a
remnant of the % pu blic evil ; but the noxious weed,
which had rot been  totally eradicated, again
{prang wp with the moft luxunant growth, and
in the fucceeding age darkened the Roman warld
with 1ts deadly fhade. In the courfe of this hif-
tory, we fhall be too often fummoned to explain
the land-tax, the capiation, and the heavy con-
tributions of corn, wine, oil, and meat, which
were exafted from the provinces for the ufe of
the court, the army, and the capital.

As long as Rome and Italy were refpetted as
the centre of government, a natioral {pirit was
preferved by the ancient, and infen{ibly 1mbibed
by the adopted, citizens. The principal com-
mands of the army were filled by men who had
received a liberal education, were well inftructed 1n
the advantaces of laws and letters, and who
had rifen, by equal fteps, through the regular
{fucceflion of civil and military honours '°. To
their influence and example we may partly afcribe
the modeft obedience of the legions during the
two firft centuries of the Imperial hiftory.

115 He who paid ten curs, the ufual tribute, was charged with
r.c more than the third pait of ap aureus, and proportional pieces of
gcld were coined by Alexander’s order.  Hift. Auvguft. p. 127. with
the commentary of 8almafius.

t16 See the lives of Agricols, Vefpafian, T'rajan, Sexerus, and
his three compziitors ; and indeed of all the eminent men of thofe

umes,

But
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But when the laft encloflure of the Roman C}é[ﬂ P
+ conftitutton was trampled down by Caracalla, L....,,.......;‘

the feparation of profeflions gradually fucceeded
o the diftinction of ranks. The more polithed
citizens of the internal provinces were alone qua-
lified to alt as lawyers and magiftrates. The
rougher trade of arms was abandoned to the pea-
fants and barbarians of the frontiers, who knew
no country but thewr camp, no {cience but that of
war, no civil laws, and f{carcely thofe of mili-
tary dhfcipline.  With bloody hands, favage man-
ners, and defperate refolutions, they fometimes

guarded, but much oftener {ubverted, the throne
of the emperors.
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CHAP. VIL

The Elevation and Tyranny ¢f Maximin.—Rebellion
in Africa and Italy, under the Authority of the
Senate.—Civil Wars and Seditions.—Violent
Dearbs of Maximin and bis Son, of Maximas and
Balbinus, and of the three Gordians.— Ulurpation
and feculzr Games of Philip.

Cgli’* . F the various forms of government, which
e have prevailed in the world, an hereditary
The z2ppa- .

e AP monarchy fte.ms to prefent the falrFft fcope for
cule nidicule. Is it poflible to relate, withoutr an 1n-

dignant fmile, thar, on the father’s deceafe, the
property of a nation, like that of a drove of oxen,
defcends to his infant fon, as yet unknown to
mankind and to himfelf; and that the bravelt
warriors and the wifeft ftatefmen, rehinquifhing
their natural right to empire, approach the royal
cradle with bended knees and proteftations of in-
violable fidclity? Sauire and declamation may
paint thefe obvious topics i the moit dazzling
colours, but our more ferious thougis will re-
{pect a ufeful prejudice, that eftablifhes a rule of
fucccfiion, independent of the paifions of man-
kand; and we ihall cheerfully acquielce in any
expedient which deprives the muititude of the
dangerous, and indeed the ideal, power of giving

themfelves 2 malter.
2rd fuhd Tn the cool {hace of retirement, we may calily

advantazgss _ _ ) ‘
of heredi- devife umaginary tOrms of government, 1 which
tar_jfluc- thﬂ
scilion, 10
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