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PREFACE. 
• • 

I ' 
• 

-+--~or has h:Hl it. in. cOIlL~mplnl.i()n fur .several ~ to prescnLilllh!L .... _ 
public. a work of the fullowlllg lund j but, untll recent y, he bas not had lC1- , 
sure to complete his design. lle was incited to the undertaking, 1)y a belicf 
that he llIirrht rendcr an important service to his coulltrymen, especially to 
the rising' generatiun, by giviIlg thelD! in a volume of cOllvenient size, SUlliC 

account uf the distinguished band of patriots, who composed the congress 
of 1776 j and to whose energy and wisdom the colonies, at that time, owed 
the declaration of their independent political existence. 

No nation can dwell with more just satisfaction upon its annals, than 
the American people. -The emigrants, who settled the Cot'itry, were illus
triuus men; distinguished for their piety, wisdom, energy, and fortitude. 
Nut less illustrious were their descendauts, who served U$ the guiue5 auu 
coull5ellors of the colonies, or who fouflht their battles during the rc,"ulu
tionary struggle. No one who admits ttw intervention uf a. special pruvi
dence in the affairs of nations, can hesitate to believe, that the i'tutcslllcn and 
heroes of the revolution wcre raised up by the God of hcaven, for the illlpur
tallt and delinite purpose of achieving the independence uf Amt'rica (If 
rescuing a people, whose ancestors had been ~minently devoted to the duties 
ot" piety, from the thraldom under which they had groaned fUI' years auO u/ 
presenting to the monarchical governments in the eastern hemisphere, the 
example of a government, founded upon principles of civil and religious 
liberty. 

For tile accomplishment of such a purpose, the statesmen and heroes of 
the re\·olution were eminently fitted. They were endowed with minds 01 
distiu<Tuished power, and exhibited an example of political sugacity, ulld 

heroes, throug l:Jut the world. Their patriotism was of a pure and exalted 
character j their zeal was commClliiUrate with the noble objects which they 
had in "'iew; and amid the tnils, and privations, and sufferings, which thev 
were called to endure, they exhibited a patience and fortitude, rarelyequaI'
led ill the history of the world. 

Of the revolutionary patriots, 110ne present themselves with more inte rest 
to the rising generatiun, thall those who composed the congress of 1 i76 j alld 
up'm whom devolved the important political duty of severlng the tics, which 
bound the colonies to the mother country. The lives of this illustrious 
band, we here present to our readers. Although the author regrets that his 
materials were not more abundant, he indulges the hope, that the subscqueut 
pages will not be found devoid of iuterest. Even an unadorned recital of 
the virtues, which adorned the subjects of these memoirs j the piety of e:ulIle 
-the patriotism and constancy and courag~ of them all can scarcely fail of 
imparting a useful lesson to our readers. The obligations to cherish their 
memory, and to follow their example will be felt; nor can onr readers fail 
to reahze the dl.,bt of gratitude we owe in common, to that benignallt pnl
vidence, who fitted these men for the importa.nt work which was assigned 
them. 

All the material facts, recorded in the following p'll{!"es, the author has 
reason to believe are authentic, and entitled to credIbility. Most of them 
are matters of public record. Some of the sketches will indeed be found to 
contain but few incidents j because, in respect to a portion of the sig-ners, 
bllt few existed; and, in respect to others, the accurate knowledge of-them 
has been irrevocably lost. The sources from which he has drawn the materi
als of the volume are too numerous to be particularly mentioned in this place j 
vet he would be dnin{5 injustice, not to express his special obligations to thE 
authors of the folluwmg works: viz. Pitkin's Political a.nd Civil History of 
the United States, North American Review, Walsh's Appeal, Marshall's Life 
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of Washin on, Botta's History of the Hevolution, Allen's BIOgraphical and 
Historical )ictionarv, Bio~raphy of the ::Signers to the Declaration of lude
p~ndencc, ,Tha~,cherjs lVletlical Biograrhy, ,Aust~n's ~ife of Gerry, Tudor's 
LIfe (,[ Otl3, \\' Itherspoon's Works, Sdcct Eulo~!les, &c. &c. 

While writing the following biographical lJutices of the signers to the 
declaratioll, toe author has been struck with their longed!!!, as a lJUdy uf 
men. They were fifty-six ill Ilumber; and the average Icugth uf their lives 
was about sixty-five years. Four 'uf the nUIllLer attaincd to the age of 
llinety years, and upwards; 1tJUrteell exceeded eigllty years; and t went)'- I 
thrcc, or one in two ann a half, r('ached tbree score years and ten. Thc 1"11-
gevity of the New-England delegation, was still Illore relllarkable. Thcir 
DUIIlLer was fourteen, the aye rage of whese lives was sc\'euty-tive y<"lrs. 
Who will affirm that the unusual age to which the sil!ners, as a body, att"iu-
cd, was not a reward bestowed upon them, for their fidelity to their COUll try, 
and the trust which they in general reposed in the overruling providence of 
God. Who can duubt the kindness uf that Providence to the American 
pcople, in thus prolonging the lives of these men, till the principlcs for 'vbich 
they had contended, through a long series of years, had been acknowledged, 
and a go\'ernmf!ut had been founded upon them. ? 

Of this venerable body, not n single one survives They are now DO 
more. "They are no more, as in 1776, bold and fearless advocates of inde
pclltlence. They are dead. But how little is there of the great and good 
which can die. To their country they yet live, and live for ever. They live, 
in all that perpetuates the remembrance of mcn on earth; in the recorded 
provfs of their own great actions, in the offiipring of their intellect, in the 
deep engraved lines of public gratitude, and in the respect and homage (If 
mankind. They live in their example; and they live, emphatically, and will 
Ii ve, in the influence which their ii ves and efforts, their principlcs and 
opinions, now exercise, and will continue to exercise, on \he affairs uf men, 
not only in our own country, but throughout the civilized world." 

"It remains to us to cherish their memory, and emulate their virtues, by 
perpetuating and extending the blessings which they have bequeathed. So 
long as we preserve our country, their fame cannot die, for it is reflected 
from the surface of every thing that is beautiful and valuable in our land. 
\Y c cannot recur too oft.en, nor dwell too lung, upon the lives and characters 
of such men; for our own will take something of their form and impression 
from those on which they rest. If we inhale the moral atmosphere in which 
they moved, we must feel its purifying and invigorating influence. If we 
raise our thoughts to their elevation, our minds will be expanded and en
nobled, in beholding the immeasurable distance bcneath and around us. 
I Can we breathe the pure mountain air, and not be rcfreshed ; can we walk 
abroad amidst the beautiful and the grDnd of the works of crca\ion, and kel 
no kindlmg of devotion 1" 
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INTRODUCTION . 

• • " -

EtiMMARY OF EVENTS WHICH LED TO THE DECLARATION OF' 

INDEPENDENCE. 

TUE venerated emigrants who first planted America, and 
most of their distinguished successors who laid ihe founda
tion of our civil liberty, have found a re~ting place in the 
peac"eful grave. But the virtues which adorned both these 
generations; their patience in days of suffering; the courage 
and patriotic zeal with which they asserted their rights; and 
the wisdom they displayed in laying the foundations of our 
government; will be held in lasting remembrance. 

It has, indeed, been said, that the settlement of America, 
and the history of her revolution, are becoming "a trite 
theme." The remark is not founded in truth. Too wel1 
does the present generation appreciate the excellence of 
those men, who gujded the destinies of our country in days 
of bitter trial; too well does it estimate the glorious events, 
which have exalted these United States to their present ele
vation, ever to be weary of the pages which shall record the 
virtues of the one, and the interesting character of the other. 

The minuter portions of our history, and the humbler 
men who have acted a part therein, must, perhaps, pass into 
oblivion. But the more important transactions, and the more 
distinguished characters, instead of being lost to the remem
brance aD.d affections of posterity, will be the more regarded 
and admired the farther ". we roll down the tide of time." 
Indeed, "an event of real magnitude in human history," as 
a recent literary journal has well observed, "is never seen, 
in all its grandeur and importance, till some time after its OC" 

currence has elapsed. In proportion as the memory of small 
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men, and small things, is lost, that of the truly great becomes 
more bright. The contemporary aspect of things is often 
confusell anu indistinct. The eye, which is placed too near 
the can rass, beholds, too distinctly, the separate touches of 
the pencil, and is perplexed with a cloud of seemingly dis
cordant tints. It is only at a distance, that they melt into a 
harmonious. living picture." • 

Nor docs it detract from the honour of the eminent person 
ages, who were conspicuous in the transactions of our car
lier history, that they foresaw not all the glorious consequences 
of their actions. Not one of our pilgrim fathers, it may be 
safely conjectured, had a distinct anticipation of the future 
progress of our country. Neither Smith, Newport, no.
Gosnold, who led the emigrants of the south j nor Can"cr, 
Brewster, Bradford, or Standish, who conducted those of 
the north j looked forward to results like those which are 
witnessed by the present generation. But is the glory of 
their enterprise thereby diminished? By no means j it shines 
with an intenser light. They foresaw nothing with certainty, 
but hardships and sacrifices. TilL ~e, they deliberately and 
manfully encountered. They went forward unassured, that 
even common prosperity would attend their enterprise 
They breasted themselves to every shock; as did the vessel 
which bore them, to the waves of the ocean. 

Or, to take an example which has a more direct reference 
to the work before us; it may be fairly conjectured, that not 
a member of the illustrious assembly that declared the Inde 
pendence of America, had any adequate oonception of the 
great events which were disclosed in the next half century. 
But, will this detract from their merit in the estimation of 
posterity? again we say, it will enhance that merit. In the 
great national crisis of 1775, the minds of the leading men were 
wrought up to the highest pitch of fervour. They glowed 
with the loftiest enthusiasm. The future was, indeed, in
distinct; but it was full of all that was momentous. What 
the particular consummation would be, they could not foresee. 
But conscious of their own magnanimous designs; and in a 
humble reliance on divine providepr:e, they pledged to each 

, 
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other, tl1cir lives, thpir fortunes, anll their sacrcll hOllour, 
either tu die in the assertion of their unalienable rights, or 
to establish American liberty upon a s()lid fUlIlldation. The 
merit of these men, and of nIl who contributed to the happy 
condition of Ollr republic, shollld he measured, by the gran
deur of the actllal consequences of their enterprise, although 
the precise extent of those conS('.Il'-lCIlCCS could not then Ita ve 
been foreseen.* 

In a work, whose professed ohject 
who Jived and flourished in the days 

• 

stru![![le, we have little to do with the ...... ,-

is, to speak of mel I 
of our revolutionary 

• 

motives which indu-
('cd the first settlers of our country to seek an asylum in what 
was then an unexplored wildorness. Nor is this the place to 
record the thousand sufferings which they endured, before 
the era of their landing; or their numberless sorrows antI 

• 

deprivations, while establishing themselves in the rude land 
of their adoption. The heroic amI christian virtues of our 
fathers will occupy a conspicuous page in history, while the 
worM shall stand. 

Nor docs it belong to our design, to enter minutely into 
the early history of the colonies, interesting as that history 
is. An outline, only, will be necessary, to understand the 
causes of that memorable event in the history of our coun-

• 

try The Declaration of American Indepcndcllce aI}d to 
introduce to our more particular notice, the eminent men 
who proclaimed that independence to the world. 

The year 1601 is the era of the first settlement of the En
glish in America. During the interval between this date, 
and the year 1732, thirteen colonies were established; Vir
ginia being the first, and Georgia the last. The others were 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New-Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
and the two Carolinas. 

In the settlement of these colonies, three forms of goyern
ment were established. Thes~ were severally denominated, 
clJarter, proprietary, and royal governments. This differ 

~ North American RCVlew. 
B 

I 

I 

, 
I 

I 
I , 
I 
, 
I 
, 
I 

I 
I 
• 

, 
I 
, 

I , , , 
I 

I 
I 

I 
, 

I 
I 
I , 
I 
• 

I , , , 

I 

I 
Ii 
• 
I 
I , 



• 

lO Ir\TRODUCTION. 

e.nce arose from the different circumstances which attended 
the ~cttlement of dillcrent colonies, and the diversified views 
of the early emigrants. The charter governments were cen
fined to New-England. The proprietary governments were 
thuse of Maryland, Pennsylva.nia., the Carolinas, and the Jer
siC's. The two former remained such, un til the American re
\'olution j the two latter became royal governments long be
fore that period. In the charter governments, the people en
joyed the privileges amI powcrs of self government j in the 
proprietary governments these pri\!ileges and powers were yes t
ed in the proprietor, but he was req uired to 11a ve the advice, 
assent, and approbation of die greater part of the freemen, or 
their deputies j in the royal governments, the governor and 
council were appointed by the crown, and the people elect
ed representatives to serve in the colonial legislatures." 

Under these respective forms of go\'ernment, the colonists· 
might have elljoyed peace, and a good share of liberty, had 
human nature been of a difI'ercnt character. But all the co
lonies were soon more or less inv01ved in troubles of vari
ous kinds, arising, in part, from the indefinite tenor of the 
charter and proprietary grunts; but more e;an all, from the 
early jealousy which prevailed in the mother country with 
respect to the colonies, and the fixed determinat.ion of the 
crown to keep them in humble subjection to its authority. 

The colonies, with the exception of Georgia, had all been 
established, and had attained to considerable strength, with
out even the slightest aid from the parent country. \Vhat
ever was expended in the acquisition of territory from the I 
Indians, proceeded from the private resources of the Euro
pean adventurers. Neither the crown, nor the parliament 
of England, made any compensation to the original masters 
of the soil; nor did they in any way contribute to those im
provements which so soon bore testimony to the industry and 
intelligence of the planters. The settlement of the province 
of l\IassachJJ'lptts Bay alone cost 200,oool.; an enormous 
sum at that ,Period. Lord Baltimore expended 4O,oool., for 

• Pitkin • 
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his contingent., in the establishment of his (,olony in Mary
land. On that of Virginia, immense wealth was lavished; 
and we are told by Trumbull, that the first planters of COIl
necticut consumed great estates in purchasing lands from the 
Indians, and making their settlements in that prodnce, in ad
dition to large sums previously expended in the procuring of 
their patents, and of the rights of pre-emption.~ 

It is conceded by historians of every party, that from tIle 
earliest settlements in America, to the period of the revolu
tion, the parent country, so far as her own unsettled. state 
would permit, pursued towards those settlements a course 
of direct oppression. 'Vithout the enterprise to establish co
lonies herself, she was ready, in the very dawIl of their exist
ence, to claim them as her legitimate possessions, and to pre
scribe, in almost every minute particular, the policy they 
should pursue. Her jealousies: coeval with the foundation 
of the colonies, increased with every succeeding year; and 
led to a course of arbitrary exactions, and lordly oppressions, 
which resulted in the rupture of those ties that bound the 
colonies to the parent country. 

No sooner did the colonies, emerging from the feebleness 
and poverty of their incipient state, begin to direct their at-

• 

tention to commerce and manufactures, than they were sub-
jected by the parent country to many vexatious regulations, 
which seemed to indicate, that with regard to those subjects, 
they were expected to follow that line of policy, which she 
in her wisdom should mark out for them. At every indica· 
tion of colonial prosperity, the complaints of the commercial 
and the manufacturing interests in Great Britain were loud 
and clamourous, and repeated demands were made upon the 
British government, to correct the growing evil, and to keep 
the colonies in due subjection. "The colonists," said the 
complainants, "are beginning to carryon trade; th,cy will 
S0011 be our formidable rivals: they are already setting up 
manufactures; they will soon set up for independence.' 

• 

To the increase of this feverish excitement in the parent 
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country, the English writers of those days contributed not a 
little. As early as 1670, in a work, entitled, "Discourse on 
Trade," published by Sir Josiah Child, is the following Ian 
gnage, which expresses the prevailing opinion of the day: 
"New England is the most prejudicial plantation to this king
dom" "of all the American plantations, his majesty has 
none so apt for the building of shipping, as New-Englund, 
nor any comparably so qualified for the breeding of seamen, 
not only by reason of the natural industry of that people, 
but principally by reason of their cod and mackerel fishe
ries ; and; in my poor opinion, there is nothing more prejudi. 
cial, and in prospect, more dangerous to any mother kingdom, 
than the increase of shipping in her colon ies, plantations, and 
provinces." 

By another writer of still more influence and celebrity, 
Dr. Davenant, the idea of colonial dependence, at which Sir 
Josiah Child had hinted, was broadly asserted. " Colonies," 
he writes, "are a strength to their mother country, while they 
are under good discipline; while they are strictly made to 
observe the fundamental'laws of the original country; and 
while they are kept dependant on it. But, otherwise, they 
are worse than members lopped from the body politic; be
ing, indeed, like offensive arms wrested from,a nation, to be 
turned against it, as occasion shall serve." 

To the colonists, however, the subject presented itself in 
a very different light. They had spontaneously planted them-' 
selves on these shor3s, which \vere then desolate. They had 
asked no assistance frQm the government of Great Britain; 
nor had they drawn from her exchequer a single pound, du
ring all the feebleness and imbecility of their infancy. And 
now, when they were beginning to emerge froln a state of 
poverty and depression, which for years they had sustained 
without complaint, they very naturally supposed that they 
had a right to provide for their own interests. 

It was not easy for them to see by what principle their re
moval to America should deprive them of the rights of En 
glishmcn. It was difficult for them to comprehend the justice 

, of restrictions so materially differen t from .those at "home;" 
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or why they might not equally with their ehler brethren in 
England, seek the best markets for their products, and, like 
them, manufacture snch articles as wc~e within their power, 

I and es~ential to their comfort. 
But the selfish politicians of England, and her still more 

selfish merchants and manufacturers, thought not so. A dif
ferent doctrine was accordingly advanced, and a different 
policy pursued. Acts were, therefore, early passed, restrict
ing the trade with the plantations, as well as with other parts 
of the worid, to English-built ships, belonging to the subjects 
of England, or to her plantations. Not contented with thus 
confining the colonial export trade to the parent country, 
parliament, iT! 1 (}(}3, limited the import trade in the same 
manner. 

These acts, indted, left free the trade and intercourse be
tween the colonies. But even this pri\~ilege remained to them 
only a short period. In 1672, certain colonial products, trans
ported from one colony to another, were subjected to duties. 
\Vhite sugars were to pay five shillings, and brown sugars 
one shilling and sixpence, per hundred; tobacco a~ ,1 indigo 
one penny, and cotton wool a half-penny, per pound. 

The colonists deemed these acts highly injurious to their 
interest. They were deprived of the privilege. of seeking 
the best market fur their products, and of receiving, in ex
change, the articles they wanted, without being charged. the 
additional expense of a circuitous route through England. 
The acts themselves were considered by some as a violation 
of their charter rights; and in Massachusetts, they were, for 
a long time, totally disregarded. 

The other colonies viewed them in the same light. Virgi
nia presented a petition for their repeal; Rhode Island de
clared them unconstitutional, and contrary to their charter. 
'rhe Carolinas, also, declared them not less grievous and 
ilJ<:>gal. 

• 

The disregard of these enactments on the part of the co-
lonies a disregard which sprung from a firm conviction of 
their illegal and oppressive chara~ter' occasioned loud and 
clamorous complaints in England. Tbe revenue, it was urged, 
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WlJulu Le injured; and the dependance of the colonies on 
the parent country would, in ti 111 ("', be totally dcstroy~ 

ctI. A stronger language was, thcrcflll'f', helu towards the 
colonies, amI stronger measures ndoptcd, to enforce the 
existing acts of navigation. The captains of his majesty's I 
frigates wcre'instrnctctl to seize, and h1'illO" in, offenders who 

l'J 

avoided making entries in England. The navul olTIcers were 
required to gi,'e bonds for the faithful performance of their 
dl~ties; the custom house officers in America were clothed 
with extraoruinary powers; and the governors, for neglect 
of watchfulness on these points, were not only to he removed 
from oflice, anti. rendcrcil incapable of the government of any I 
colony, but also to forfeit one thousanu pounds. 

A similar scnsibiiity prevailed, on the suhject of -manllfac~ 
lures. For many years after their settlement, the colonists 
were too much occupied. in subduing their lanus to engage in 
manufactures. 'Vhen, at length, they turned their attention 
to them, the varieties were few, and of a coarse and impcT~ -
fect texture. BLlt even these were viewed with a jealous eye. 
In 1699, commenceu a systematic course of restrictions On 
cOlonial manufactures, by an enactment of parliament, "that 
no wool, yarn, or woollen manufactures of their American 
plantations, should be shipped there, or even laden, in order 
to be transported thence to any place whatever." 

Other acts followed, in subsequent years, having for their 
object the suppression of manufactures in America, and the 
continued dependance of the colonies on the parent country. 
[n 1719, the house of commons declared, "that the erecting 
of manufactories in the colonies, tended to lessen their de
pendance upon Great Britain." In 1731, the board of trade 
reported to the house of commons, "that there are more 
trades carried on, and mai'ufactures set up, in the provinces 
on the continent of America, to the northward of Virginia, 
prejudicial to the trade and manufactures of Great Britain, 
particularly in New~England, than in any other of the Bri
tish colonies;" and hence . they suggested, "whether it 
might not be expedient," in order to Iteep the colonies pro
perly dependant upon the parent country, and to. render her 

• 
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manufactures of serL~ice to Great Britain, "to give those co
lomes some encouragement." 

From the London company of hattcrs loud complaints 
were made to parJiamcnt, and suitahle restrictions demanded, 
upon the exportation of hats, which being manufactured in 
New-England, were exported to Spain, Portugal, and the 

• 

British 'Vest India islands, to the serious inj ury of their 
trade. In consequence of these representations, the expor
tation of hats from the colonies to foreign countries, and 
from one plantation to another, was prohibited; and even 
restraints, to a certain extent, were imposed on their manu
facture. In 1732 it was enacted, that hats should neither be 
shipped, nor even laden upon a horse, cart, or other carriage, 
with a view to transportation to any other colony, or to any 
place whatever. Nay, no hatter should employ more than 
tll}O apprentices at once, nor make hats, unless he had served 
as an apprentice to the trade seven years; ano, finally, that 
no black or negro should be allowed to work at the business 
at all. 

The complaints and the claims of the manufacturers of 
iron were of an equally selfish character. The colonists 
might reduce the iron ore into pigs they might convert it 
into 9ars' it might be furnished them duty free; but they must 
have the profit of manufacturing it, beyond this incipient 
stage. Similar success awaited the representations and peti
tions of the manufacturers of iron. In the year 1750, par
liament allowed the importation of pig and bar iron from 
the colonies, into London, duty free; . but prohibited the 
erection or continuance of any mill, or other engine, for 
slitting or rolling iron, or any plating forge to work with 
a tilt-hammer, or any furnace for making steel, in the colo
nies, under the penalty of two hundred pounds. Moreover, 
el'ery such mill, engine, or plating forge, was oeclared a com,
mon nuisance; and the governors of the colonies, 011 the 
information of two witnesses, on oath, wcre directed to cause 
the same to be abated within thirty days, or to forfeit the 
sum of five hundred pounds. 

But if the colonists had just reason to complain on nccount 

I 

• 

• 
[ 

i I 
I 
I 
I , 
I ' 
I I 

I 



I 

IXTRODVCTION. 

of the above restrictions and prohibitions, as being ex
tremely oppressive in themselves, and a plain violation of 
their rights; some of them were equally misused with re 
spect to their chm'lcrs. 

The charter governments, it has already been observed, 
were confined to the colonies of New-England. These 
charters had been granted by the crown in different years; and, 
under them, were exercised the powers of civil government. 

Great difference of opinion early existed between the 
crown and the colonists, as to the nature, extent, and obliga
tions of these instrulllents. Dy the C7'OWU, they were viewed , 
as constituting petty corporations, similar to those established 
in England, which might be annulled or revoked at pleasure. 
To the colonists, on the other hand, they appeared as sacred 
and solemn compacts between themselves and the king; 
which could not be altered, either by the king or parliament, 
without a forfeiture on the part of the colonists. The only 
limitation to the legislative power conferred by these char
ters, was, that the laws made under their authority should 
not be repugnant to those of England. 

Among the colonists, there prevailed no disposition to 
transcend the powers, or abuse the privileges, which had 
been granted them. They, indeed, regarded the charters as 
irrevocable, so long as they suitably acknowledged their own 
allegiance to the crown, and confined themselves to the 
rights with which they were invested. But, at length, the 
king seems to have repented of these extensive grants of 
political power; and measures were adopted again to attach 
the government of the charter colonies to the royal prero-

• gatlve. 
• Accordingly, writs were issued against the several New-

F.ngland colonies, at diflerent times, requiring them to sur
render these instruments into the royal hands. To this 
measure the strongest repugnance every where prevailed. 
It was like a surrender of life. It was a blow aimed at their 
dearest rights an annihilation of that peace and liberty, 
which had been secured to them by the most solemn and in-
violable compar,t. , 
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,Vith dews and sentiments like these, the colonists snppli
cated the royal permission, " to remain as they were." They 
remillded his majesty of the sacred nature of their ~harters; 
they appealed to the laws which they had passed, to the in
stitutions they had founded, to the regulations they had 
auopted, in the spirit of which, there was not to be seen any 
departure from the powers with which they were ilH'csted. 
And they therefore }lllInbly claimed the pridlege of exerci
sing these powers, with an assurance of their unalterable alle
giance to the English crown. 

In an address to his majesty, from the colony of Massachusetts, 
styled, "the humble supplication of the general court of the 
Massachusetts colony in N cw-England," the following lan
guage was adopted language as honourable to the colonists, 
as the sentiments are tender and affecting. "Let our go~'ern'
ment live, our patent live, our magistrates live, our ll1ws and 
liberties li\'e, our religious enjoymcnts live, so shall we all 
yet have further cau~e to say from our hearts, let the king live 
forevcr ;., aIH1 the blessings of those ready to perish shall 
come upon your majesty; h'H'ing ddivered thc poor that 

• 

c,ried, and such as had nonc to help them." I 

The king, however, woultl listcn to no arguments, and 
would admit of no appeal. A strong jealousy had taken 
possession of his breast, ancI had as firmly seatcu itself in the 
hearts of his ministry. The trce, planted by the colonists, 
fostcred by thcir carc, and watercd by their te~rs, was taking 
too dcep root, and spreading forth its branchcs too broadly. 
Its fall was ueterminetl upon, and too successfully was the 
axe applicd. 

Thc charters bring in effect set aside; those of Rhode Is
land and Connecticut being considered as snrrendered, and 
that of Massachusetts 1m'dng been violently wrested from 
her; the king, at that time James II., appointed Sir Edmund 
Andros governor-general of New-England. In December, 
1686, he arrived in Boston, and published his commission. 

The administration of Andros effected no inconsiderable 
change in the condition of New-England. For sixty years 
the people had lived happily, under constitutions and laws of 
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their own aJoption. Amidst the trials and sufferings which 
had fallen to their lot, while settling and subduing a wilder
ness, the privilege of self-government was one of their chief 
consolations. But now, deprived of this privilege, and sub
iected to the arbitrary laws, and cruel rapacity of Andros, a 
deep gloom spread over the whole territory of New-England. 

" One of his first despotic acts," says a late interesting 
writer,· "was to place the press under censorship. Magis
trates alone were permitted to solemnize marriages, and no 
marriages were allowed, until bonds, with sureties, were 
given to the governor, to be forfeited, if any lawful impediment 
should afterwards appear. No man could remove from the 
country without the consent of the governor. 

H Fees of office, particularly in matters of probate, were 
exorbit.ant; towns were not permitted to hold meetings but 
once a year, and then for the sole purpo::se of electing offi
cers; all former grants of lands were considered invalid, 

. either because they were rendered void by the destruction of 
the charters under which they were made, or were destitute 
of the formality of a seal. The people were, therefore, 
obliged to take out new patents for their lands and houses, 
and to pay enormous patent fees, or suffer them to be grant· 
ed to others, and they themselves ejected from their hard 
eapned possessions. 

'" In addition to this, taxes were imposed at the will of the 
governor-general and a few of' his council; nor had the poor 
New-Englanders even the privilege of complaining, and claim
ing the rights of Englishmen, without being liable to fine and 
imprisonment. These taxes the governor and council, by 
their act, assessed upon the several towns, and directed each 

• 

town to appoint a commissioner, who, with the select men, 
was ordered to assess the same on the individual inhabitants. 
The citizens of the old town of Ipswich, at a meeting called 
for the purpose of carrying this act into effect, declared, that, 
"considering the said act doth infringe their liberty, as free 
born English subjects of his majesty, by interTe'rmg with the-

• 
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statute laws of the land, by which it is enacted, that no taxes 
should be levied upon the subjects, without the consent of an 
assembly chosen by the freemen for assessing the same; they 
do, therefore, vote, they are not willing to choose a commis
sioner for such an end, without such privilege; and, moreo
ver, consent not that the select men do proceed to lay any 
such rate, until it be appointed by a general assembly, con
curring with the governor and council." 

"The minister of the town, John 'Vise, together with John 
Appieton, John Andrews, Robert Kinsman, 'Villiam Good
hue, and Thomas French, were active in procuring this patrio
tic resolution; and for this, they were immediately brought 
before the governor and council at Boston; and soon after 
tried before the star chamber judges, Dudley, Stoughton, 
Usher, and Randolph, and a packed jury. In his examination 
before the council, Mr. 'Vise, claiming the privilege of an 
English subject, was told by one of the judges, 'he had no 
more privilege left him, than not to be soldfor a slave.' 

"Wise was imprisoned by the governor general; and the 
judges refused him the pri \-"ilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus. 

"On their trial, they defended themselves. under magna 
charta, and the statutes, which solemnly secured to every 
British subject his property and estate. The judges, how
ever, told them, 'they must not think the laws of England 
followed them to the ends of the earth, or wherever they 
went;' and they were in a most arbitrary manner con
demned. 

"Mr. Wise was suspended from his ministerial functions, 
fined 501., and compelled to give a bond of ] 0001. for his 
good behaviour; and the others were also subjected to fines, 
and obliged to give bonds of a similar nature." 

Such is an outline of the despotic acts, during the odious 
administration of Andros.. To these the people of N ew
England were obliged to submit, without the prospect of any 
alleviation of their condition . • 

Relief, however, was near at hand. At this important 
crisis in the NTairs of the colonies, an event transpired which 
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relieved them in a measure from the perplexities in which i 

they were in \'olved, and from the oppressions under which ! I 

I 
I 
I 

they groancd. The bigottcd James n., by his acts of des- I' 
potism, had become justly odious to all the subjects of his 
realm. So great was the excitemcnt of public indignation, 
that the king was compelled to fiee, in disgrace, from the 
kingdom; and his son-in-law, 'Villiam, Prince of Orange, 
was invited to assume the crown. 

, 

The news of this event (1689) spread unusual joy through- 1 

out the colonies. In the height of their animation, the in- :: 
habitants of Boston seized Sir Edmund Andros, with fifty of 
his associates, and put thcm in close confinement, until he 
was ordered baek to Great Britain. Connecticut and Rhode i 

" I ! 

I 
I , 

Island immediately rcsumed their chartcrs, anti rc-cstablished i; 
I their former go,'ernment. l\'lassachusetts soon aftcr obtained 
I a ncw charter, which, howevcr, failed to secure to the colony , 

many rights, which they had enjllyetI under the provisions d 
I 

of the former one; but which was finally accepted by a .' 
majority of the general court. Each of the coloni(;s con
tinued to exercise its government till the year 1775. J n 
Rhode Island, the ancient chartcr is the only constitution at 

• 

the present time; and in Connecticut, the elmrter was con
tinued unt.il the year ISI8, when a new constitution was 
adopted by the people. 

The grateful relief experienced by the colonies on the 
accession of 'Villiam, was, however, of temporary continu
ance. Through other channels, trouble and distress were to 
be conveyetl to them. From the above year (l f389) to the 
peace of Paris 110:3, the colonies, from New-Hampshire to 
Georgia, were engaged in almost unremitting hostilities with 
the aborigines on their borders. Their whole western fron
tier was a scene of havoc and desolation. Durin!! this JonO" 

.,., 0 

serie:5 of years, they were obliged to hear the" unworthy as-
persion," as Dumnwl' justly entitles it, of exciting these Indian 
wars; and of acquiring the dominion of the InJian territory 
by fraud, as well as by force. 

To these trials were added others, which proceeded from 
the parent country. Di,sputes were frequently arising, as 
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heretofore, 1rtween the crown and the colonies, re~pcctiJ\g 

the powers confcrnxl by the chal't('r~. Claims were sL't up, 
by the king and council, to the right of rccci"iJlg and"}war
ing appeals from the colonial courts, ill private suits; anli, 
at length, a serious and protracted controversy al'Of'e in those 
colonies, whose governors were a l'Pointed by ruyal autho
rity, from a requisition of the king that a fi.red and per
manent salary should be provided for the representati\'cs of 
the crown. This was a favourite project of the king, as it 
carried the show of authority on the part of the royal go
vernment, and of dependence on the part of the colunies; 
and it was an object of no less importance to the g(H'ernors 
themselves, the most of whom were sent to America to 
repair fortunes which had been ruined by extravngance at 
home. 

The disputes on this subject, in the province of :l\fassa 
chusetts, lasted thirty years. The assembly of that colony 
were ready to make grants for the support of their governors, 
from year to year, as they had been accustomed to do, under 
their charter government; but no menaces could induce them 
to establish a pennanent salary. At length, satisfied that the 
house would never yield, the crown allowed their governo,'s 
to ratify temporary grants. 

Another grievance which the colonies suffered during this 
period, and of which they had reason loudly to complain, 
was the conduct of the parent country, in transporting to 
America those persons, who for their crimes had forfeited 
their liberty and lives in Great Britain. Various acts of par~ 
liament authorized this measure; and hence the country was 
becoming the asylum of the worst of felons. The conduct of 
the parent country, in thus sending the pestilential inmates of 
her prisons to the colonies, met with their strong and univer
sal abhorrence; nor was this abhorrence lessened by the rea
sons assigned, beyond the waters, for the practice, 1,iz. 
" thatin many of his majesty's colonies and plantations, there 
was a great want of servants, who, by their labour and indus
try, might be the means of improving, and making the said 
colonies more u.sclul to his majest1/ /" 
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" Very surpl'i~ing," rrmal'k:o; an illdcl'l'nclt'Il.hJl.llf.i e\'(,J\ (·10 
quent writeI' of those times, "vcry sUl'pri~iJlg that thien's, 
Durglars, pick.pockets, alld cut-pllrst'~, and a Lonle of the 
lllO:-;t Ilagiliolls ballditti upon earth, shoul(l be sent as agrc(;a
blcc()mpalii(}lIs to liS! That the supreme legislature did intcnd 

Ii , 
· , , 

• 

i , 
I 

t 
I 
I , 

a transportation to Aml'rica as a pUllishlllt.'nt, I verily be
JieH; but so great is the mistake, that contident I rllB, they 
are thereby on tilc contrary highly rewarded. For what can 
be more agreeable to a pellurious wretch, driycn through ne
cessity to seck II livelihood by the brC'aking of houses and 
roLbing upon the king~s highway, than to be sayed from the 
halter, redeemed from the stench of a gaol, and transported, 
without expense to himself, into a country, where, being un
known, no lllan can reproach him for his crimes; ",here la
bour is hi!!h, a little of which will maintain him; and where all 

I I 
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his ex l)ensrs will be moderate and low. There is scarce a thicI i 
! in England that \voult! not radwr he transported than hanged." i 

" tillt the acts," continues the same writer, " are intended for i 
, 

the better peoplillg of the colonies. And will thieves and I 
. I 

murdererR conduce to that end? what advantage can we reap : 
from a colony of unrestrainable renegadoes? will tll('Y exalt 

I 
the glory of the crown? or rather will not the dignity of the i 
most illustrious monarch in the world be sullied by a province 
of subjects so lawless, detestable, and ignorant? can agricul
tme be promoted, when the wild boar of the forest breaks 
down our hedged, and pulls up our vines? will trade flourish, 
or manufactures be encouraged, where property is made the 
spoil of suc};, who arc too idle to work, and wicked enough 

I 

to murder and steal? How injurious docs it seem to fre\ 
one part of the dominions from the plagues of mankind, ane. i 
cast them upon another! 'Ve want people, 'tis true; but not 
villains, ready at any time, encouraged by impunity, and lJa~ 
bituated, upon the slightest occasion, to cut a man's throat for 

a small part of his property." 
To this catalogue of gricvar:ces, not imaginary, hut real; 

not transient, but long continued; not local, but mostly uni
versal; many others might be added, did our limits permit. 

But under all these oppressions, amidst obstinate and va-
• 

I 
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riollS effi)rls of the crown, to extend the royal pr<'rogativp, 

and to keep the colonies in humble (kpendencr, they reI-lined, 

in gelleral, a warm all'ection fur the parent Coulltry. TIH'y re

crartlell tl:e 8o\'C'l'ei!.[ll as a fillher, and thclllselrcs as children. 
t:: ' , 

Thel/ acknowledo(red tllrir uhli,ratiolls of obedivllce to hilll, in . ~ 

all thing~ which Wl're Jawfnl, and COlls!stl'nt with their Ilatura] 
anti ullalienable rights; and they app(~a!cd to him in various 
disputes; whic.:h arose auout colouial rights, limits) and juris

dicliull. 
It was a characteristic trait in thc co]oni:-;ts to proville for 

their own Jdellee. They had been taught to do this hy the 
JU',:;lcd of the parent coulltry, from tile very days of their in
fancy e"ell before the prubl(~1Il was soh"eli, wlwthcr the 
cuuntry :-5houltl longer continue the dOlllain of pagan dark
ness, or the empire of cultirated mind. Tlu:y Illight, indeed 
justly ha,"c eluimcd the aS~i::ltallce ami prutection of the land 
of their birth, but seldom did they urge their rights. On the 
contrary, their treasuries were often emptied, and the blood 

of their yeomanry shed, in furnishillg· assi:ltance to the parent 
country. In her contests, and her wars, they engaged with all 
the enthusiasm of her native sons; amI pcrspvered with all 

the hra\'ery of soldiers truined to the art of war. 
The testimony to be adduced in support of these statements, 

is more ample than we have space to devote to it. "'Vhcn
ever," said a conspicuous member of parliament, some years 
after the peace of 1163, "whenever Great Britain has de
clared war, the colonies have taken their part: They were 
engaged in King 'ViIIiam's wars, and Queen Anne': wars, 
even in their infancy. They conquered Arcadia, in the last 
century, for us; and we then gave it up. Again, in Queen 
Anne's war, they conquered Nova Scotia, which from that 
time has belonged to Gl~eat Britain. They have been engaged 
in more than one expedition to Canada, ever foremost to par
take of honour and danger with the mother country. 

"Well, sir, what have we done for them? Have we con
quered the country for them, from the Indians? Have we 
cleared it? Have we drained it? Have we made it habita
ble? 'Vhat have we done for them? I believe precisely 
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nothing at all, but just keeping watch and ward over their 
trade, tit at they should receive 7lotking but from ourselves, at I 

• our own pru:c. ! 
I " I will not positively say, that we have spent nothing; ,i 

though I don't recollect any such article upon our journals; Ii 

The royal military government of Nova Scotia cost, indeed, . 
not a little sum; above 500,oool. for its plantations and its 
first years. Had your other colonies cost any thing similar, 

say on that side; but instead of that, they have been left to I 
themselves, for 0l!c hundred, or one hundred and fifty years, il 

I , 

counter every difficulty and danger. 'Vhat towns have we " 
II 

built for them? 'Vhat forests have we cleared? What country if 
have we conquered for them from the Indians? Name the : 

• 

officers ·name the troops the expcdi tions . their dates. " . 
• • • 

'Vhere are they to be found ? Not on the journals of thisi 
ldngdom. They are no where to be found. Ii 

I i " In all the wars, which have been common to us and them, i! 
, ' 

they have taken their full share. But in all their own dangers, Ii 
" in the difficulties belonging separately to their situation, in :, 
, 

all the Indian wars, which did not immediately concern us, ,i 
, 

we left them to themselves, to struggle their way through. I;. 
For the whim of a minister, you can besto,,, half a million to Ii· 

II build a town, and to plant a royal colony of Nova Scotia; a 'I 
• • 

greater sum than you have bestowed upon every other colony ) 
together. i 

"And, notwithstanding all these, which are the real facts, I, 
now that they have struggled through their difficulties, and i' 

1 

promises to be foremost in the world, we claim them, and il. 
, . 

theirs, as implicitly belonging to us, without any conside~ Ii 
ration of their own rights. We charge them with ingrati· 'i 

I 
tude, without the least regard to truth, just as if this kingdom i 
had for a century and a half attended to no other subject; as : 
if all our revenue, all our power~ all our thought, had beell Ii 
bestowed upon them, and all our national deht had been COIl- II 
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tracted in the Indian wars of America; totally forgetting the 
subordination in commerce and manufactures in which Wl~ 
have bound thcm, and for which, at least, wc owe them help 
towards their protection. 

" Look at the preamble oi the act of navigation, and every 
otller American act, and see if the interest of this country is 
not the avou.:ed object. If they make a hat, or a piece of 
steel, an act of parliament calls it a nuisance; a tilting ham
mer, a steel furnace, must be abated in America, as a nui
sance. Sir, I speak from facts. I call your books of statutes 
and journals to witness." 

Of an equally high and honourable character, is the testi
mony of Pounal, one of the royal governors in America. "I 
profess," said he, in 1765, "an afiection for the colonies, be
cause, having lived amongst those people in a private as well 
as in a public character, I know them; I know that in their 
private, social relations, there is not a more friendly, and in 
their political ones, a more zealously loyal people, in all his 
majesty's dominions. When fairly and openly dealt with, 
there is not a people who have a truer sense of the necessary 
powers of government. They wouid sacrifice their dearest 
interests for the honour and prosperity of their mother COUll

try. I have a right to say this, because experience has given 
me a practical knowledge, and this impression of them. 

" The duty of a colony is affection for the mother country. 
Here I may affirm, that in whatever form and temper this 
affection can lie in the human breast, in that form? by the 
deepest and most permanent affection, it ever did lie in the 
breast of the American people. They have no other idea of 
this country, than as their home; they have no other word 
by which to express it; and till of late, it has constantly been 
expressed by the name of horne. That powerful affection, 
the love of our native country, which operates in every breast, 
operates in this people towards England, which they consider 
as their native country; nor is this a mere passhre impres 

• 
SlOn, a mere opinion in speculation -it has been wrought up 
in them to a vigilant and active zeal for the service of this 
country." 

D 
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This affection for the parent country, and devotedness to 
her interests; this promptness to assist her, though unassisted 
by her themselves; this liberality in emptying their treasuries, 
and shedding their blood, were felt and cherished by the colo
nies, before, amI fur years after, the peace of 1763. They 
continued to be thus cherished, and thus manifested, until 
exactions and oppressions "left not a hook to hang a doubt 
on," that they must either passively submit to the arbitrary 
impositions of a jealous and rapacious parent, or rise in 
defence of those rights, which had been given to them by the 
God of nature, in common with his other children. 

The peace of 1703, while it secured to Great Britain all the 
country east of the Mississippi, and annihilated the French 
power in America, restored peace to the colonies, and put an 
end to the calamities of a French and Indian war, by which 
they had been harrassed for nearly a century. The joy con
sequent upon an event so auspicious, was unhrersal and sincere. 
But that joy was soon to be diminished by the agitation of the 
question, in England, as to the taxation of the colonies. 

The project of laying internal taxes upon the American 
provinces, and drawing a revenue from them, had been sug
gested to the ministry, during the administrations of Sir Ro
bert 'Val pole and Mr. Pitt. But to these wise and sagacious 
statesmen it appeared to be a measure of doubtful right, and 
of still more doubtful policy. " I will leave the taxation of 
the Americans," said Walpole, " for some of my successors, 
who may have more courage than I have, and are less friendly 
to commerce thim lam." 

After the termination of the French war, the consideration 
of the subject was renewed, and that moment seized as a fa
vourable one, to commence the operation of the system. 
During the war, a heavy debt had been incurred by Great 
Britain, for the benefit and protection, as it was said, of the 

of justice, that they should assist in the payment of that debt •. 
In the winter of 1764, Lord Grenville, who had recently 

been elevated to the premiership, announced to the agents of 
the colonies, then in England, his intention of drawing are ... 
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venue from them, and that, for this purpose, he sheuld propose, 
in the ensuing session of parliament, a duty on stamps. 

This intention of the minister being communicated to the 
colonies, the whole country immediately caught the alarm. 
Not only among private citizens, but also among public and 
corporate bodies, the same feeling of indignation prevaileu; 
the same opinion of the injustice anu unconstitutional charac
tcr of the proposed measure was expressed, and the same dis
position to resist it exhibited. 

The house of representatives, in l\Iassachusetts, in the fol
lowing June, declared, "That the sole right of giving and 

I granting the money of the people of tll3t province, was 
vested in them, or their reprcsentatfzies; and that the imposi
tion of duties and taxes by the parliament of Great Britain, 
upon a people not represented in the house of commons, is 
absolutely irreconcilable with their r·ights. That no man can 
iustly take the property of another, without his consent; upon 
which original principles, the power of making laws for levy
ing taxes, one of the main pillars of the British constitution, is 
evidently founded." 

Petitions, from several of the colonies, were immediately 
prepared, and forwarded to their agents in England, to be 
presented at the approaching meeting of parliament, when 
the contemplated measure was to be brought forward. The 
language of these petitions, though respcctful, was in accord
ance with the spirit which pervaded the country. They 
acknowledged the right of parliament to regulate trade, but 
would not for a moment admit the existence of a right in the 
mother country, to impose duties for the purpose of a revenue. 
They did not claim this exemption as a priv-ilege; they 
founded it on a basis more honourable and solid; it was chal-

I. 

lenged as their indefeasible right. -
The above petitions reached England in season, and were 

, 

ofiered to the acceptance and consideration of parliament: 
But no intreaties of the agents, could induce that body even to 
receive them; on the twofold ground, that the petitioners ques
tioned the right of pariiament to pass the contemplated bill ; 
and, moreover, it was an ancient standing rule of the house, 

• 
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" that no petition should be received against a money bill." 
In l!le house of commons, the bill passed, by the large ma
jority of250 to 50. In the house of lords, the vote was nearly 
unanimous; and on the 22d of March, (1765,) it received the 
royal sanction. 

By the act thus passed, duties were imposed not only on 
most of the written instruments used in judicial and com
mercial proceedings; but also upon those which were neces
sary in the ordinary transactions of the colonies. Deeds, in
dentures, pamphlets, newspapers, advertisements, almanacs, 
and even degrees conferred by seminaries of learning, were 
among the enumerated articles on which a tax was laid. 

The discussions on the above bill, before its final passage, 
were unusually animated. The principle involved in it was 
felt to be important, both by its friends and opposers; and 
the measure was seen to be pregnant with consequences of the 
most serious nature. "It may be doubted," says an historian,· 
" whether, upon any other occasion, either in times past or 
present, there has been displayed more vigour or acuteness of 
intellect, more love of country, or of party spirit, or greater 
splendour of eloquence, than in these debates. Nor was the 
shock of opinion less violent without the walls of Westmin
ster. All Europe, it may be said, and especially the commer
cial ('.ountries, were attentive to the decision of this important 
que8tion." 

The principal supporters of the bill were Lord Grenville . 
and Charles Townshend. Unfortunately for the colonies, Mr. 
Pitt, their constant friend, was absent; being confined to his 
bed by sickness. The principal opposers, were Gen. Conway, 
Alderman Beckford, Col. Barre, Mr. Jackson, and Sir William 
Meredith. The two first of these opposed the measure on 
tlH~ ground that parliament had no right to tax the colonies; 
the others contended that it was not expedient. 

In the conclusion of one of his speeches on the bill, l\'lr. 
Townshend exclaimed: "And. now, will these Americans, 
planted by our care, nourished up by our indulgence, until they 

• Botta. 
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are grown to a degree of stren'gth and importance, and protected 
by our arms, will they grudge to contribute their mite to re -
!ie\'c us from the heavy burden we lie under ?" 

The honourable mcmber had no soone'r takcn his scat, t.han 
Col. llarre rose, and replied: "They planted by your care. 
No, your oppression planted them in America. They fled 
from your tyranny, to a then uncultivated and inhospitable 
country, where they were exposed to almost all the hardships, 
to which human nature is liable, and among others, to the 
cruelties ofa savage foe; the most subtle, and I will take up~n 

I me to say, the most formidable, of any people upon the face of 
God's earth; and yet actuated by principles of true English 
liberty, they met all hardships with pleasure, compared with 
those they suffered in their own country, from the hands of 
those who should have been their friends. 

" They nourished by your indulgence! They grew by your 
neglect of them. As soon as you began to talie care of them, 
that care was exercised in sending persons to rule them in one 
department and another, who were deputies of deputies to 
some members of this house, sent to prey upon them; men, 
whose behaviour, on many occasions, has caused the blood of 
those sons of libcrty to recoil within them; men promoted to 
the highest seats of justice, somc, to my knowledge, were glad 
by going to a foreign country, to escape being brought to a 
bar of justice in their own. 

" They protected by your arms! They have nobly taken 
up arms in '!Jour defence; have exerted their valour, amidst their 
constant and laborious industry, for the defence of a country 

I whose fi'ontier was drenched in blood, while its interior parts 
yielded all it.s little savings to your emolument. 

"And believe me,. that same spiritoffreedom which actuated 
I that people at first, will accompany them still. But prudence 

forbids me to explain myself further. 
" God knows, I do not, at tllis time, speak from party heat. 

However superior to me, in general knowledge and experi
ence, the respectable body of this house may be, yet I claim 
to know more of America than most of you, having seen and 
been conversant in that country. The people, I believe, are as 

3·' 
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truly loyal as any subjects the king has; but a people jealous 
of their liberties, and who will vindicate them, if ever they 
should be violated but the subject is too delicate I will sa)' 
no more." 

For this unpremeditated appeal, pronounced with an energy 
and an eloquence fitted to the high occasion, the house 
was not prepared. For some minutes, the members remained 
motionless, as if pet.rified by surprise. But the opposition at 
length rallied. Their pride could not allow of retreat. The 
measure was again urgeu, the question was taken, and the bill 
adopted. 

No act of the British government could have been more im 
politic; and none ever excited, in the colonies, a more uni 
versal alarm. It gave birth to feelings, which could never be 
suppressed, and aroused those intestine commotions in Arne· 
rica, which, after kindling a civil war, and involving all Europe 
in its calamities, terminated in the total disjunction from the 
British empire, of one of its fairest portions. 

After the arrival of the news that the stamp act had been 
adopted in parliament, the first public body that met was 
the assembly of Virginia. Towards the close of the session, 
about the last of May, the following resolutions were in· 
troduced into the house of burgesses, by Patrick Henry; a 
lawyer, at that time a young man, but highly distinguished 
for the strength of his intellect, and the power of his eIo· 
quence. " 

"Resolved, that the first adventurers and settlers of this his 
majesty's colony and dominions of Virginia, brought with 
them, and transmitted to their posterity, and all others his 
majesty's subjects, since inhabiting in this his majesty's co· 
lony, all the privileges and immunities that have at any time 
been held, enjoyed, and possessed, by the people of Great 
Britain. 

• 

"Resolved, that by the two royal charters granted by King 
,James I. the colonists aforesaid are declared entitled to all 
privileges of faithful, liege, and natural born subjects, to all 
intent~ and purposes, as if they had been abiding and born 
within the realms of England • 



, 

INTRODUCTION. 31 

, "Resohred, that his majesty's most liege people of this his 
most ancient colony, have enjoyed the right of being thus 
governed by their own authority, in the article of taxes and 
internal police. and that the same have never been forfeited, 
nor any other way yielded up, but have been const.:,mtly re
cognised by the king and people of Great Britain. 

" Resolved, therefore, that the general assembly of this co
lony, together with his majesty, or his substitute, have, in thcir 
representative capacity, the only exclusive right and power to 
lay taxes and impositions upon the inhabitants of the colony; 
and that any attempt to vest such a power in any person or 
persons whatever, other than the general assembly afore
said, is illegal, unconstitutional, and unjust; and has a 
manifest tendency tO,destroy British as well as American free
dom." 

The debate on these resolutions was animated, and even vio
lent. Nothing like them had ever transpired in America, 
They evinced a settled purpose of resistance; and comrcyed 
to the ministry of Great Britain a lesson, which had they read 
with unprejudiced minds, might have saved them the fruitIesi3 
struggle of a seven years war. There were those, in the house 
of burgesses, who strongly-'opposed the resolutions; but the 
bold and powerful eloquence of Henry bore them down, and 
carried the resolutions through. In the heat of debate, he 
boldly asserted, that the king had acted the part of a tyrant; 
and alluding to the fate of other tyrants, he exclaimed, "Cresar 
had his Brutus, Charles I. his Cromwell; and George III."
here pausing a moment, till the cry of "treason, treason," 
resounding from several parts of the house, had ended he 
added " may profit by their example; if this be treason, make 
the most 01 it." 

The above resolutions had no sooner passed, than they found 
their way into the papers of the day, and were circulated widely 
and rapidly through the colonies. They were received with 
enthusiasm; and served to raise ~till higher the indignant 
feelings which pervaded the country. 

Before these resolutions had reached Massachusetts, the 
house of representatives of that colony had declared the ex-
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peoiency of a congress, composed of commissioners from the 
several colonies, "to consult together on the present cir
cumstal1~2S of the colonies; the acts of parliament laying 
duties and taxes upon them; and to consider of a general 
and humble address to his majesty and the parliament for 
relict:" 

The measure thus proposed by Massachusetts, on being 
cOI11JlHmicated to the several colonies, was received with 
cordial approbation by most of them; and on the 7th of Oc
tober, 1765, commissioners from the colonies of 1\'lassachu
setts, Hhode Island, Connecticut, N ew-York, N ew-J ersey, 
Pennsylvania,Delaware, Maryland, and South Carolina, metat 
New-York, on the important and responsible business assign
ed them. 

This congress, the first that was ever helo in America, 
published, as the result of their deliberation, a declaration of 
the rights and grievances of the colonists; and agreed upon a 
memorial to the house of lords, and a petition to the king ano 
commons. 

I 

In their oeclaration, they acknowledged their allegiance to 
his l~,ajesty, and their willingness t.o renoer due honour to the 
"ightfll~ authority of parliament; but they claimed that they i 

had interests, rights, and liberties, as the natural born sub
jects of his majesty, and that, as they could not be represent
ed ill parliament, that body had no right to impose taxes 
upon them without their consent. They declared the stamp 
act, and other acts of parliament, " to ha ve a manifest tenden
cy to subvert the rights and liberties of the colonists." I 

The address and petition, agreed to by this congress, were 
at this time signed by the commissioners from dix colonies 
only. nut their proceedings were warmly approved in every 
quarter of the couIltry ; and at a subsequent date, recei,"ell tho 
~anction of the assemblies, not only of Houth Carolina, Con
necticut, and New-York, but of t.hose colonies which had not 
been rcpr~sented in the congress. 

'Vhile the highest assemblies were thus bC'lring their official 
and solemn testimony against the oppressive and unconstitu 
tional acts of ~he British parliament;, the people, in every sec 
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tion of the country, anu especially in the principal towns, were 
manifesting their abhorrence of those measures, in a uitlerent, 

I but not less uecisive way. 
On the morning of the 14th of August, two efiigies were dis

covered hanging on the branch of an olu elm, near the south 
I entrance of Dos ton. One of these represented a stamp office; 

the other, a Jack boot, out of which rose a horned beau, which 
appeared to be looking round. 

'rhe singularity of this spectacle soon attracted the notice 
of ~reat numbers; anu before evening, the collection amounteu 

I to a multitude. The images were then taken down,placed upon 
a bier, and carried in procession with imposing solemnity. 
At a distance, in the rear, the multitude followed, shouting , 
"liberty and prosperity forcrer no stamps P' Arriving in 
front of a house, owned by one Oliver, which was supposed to 
be a stamp ofiice, they levelled it to the grpuml; and proceed
ing to his place of residence, they beheaded his effigy, and 
broke in the windows of his house. Oliver himself effected a 
timely escape; but his fences, the furniture of his house, and 
its dependencies, were destroyed. It was midnight before the 
multitude dispersed. 

In the morning of the next day, the people re·assembled, 
and were proceeding to a repetition of their excesses; 
but upon hearing that Oliver had sent his resignation to 
England, they desisted, and repairing to the fwnt of his house, 
they gave three cheers, and quietly returned to their homes. 

A volume would scarcely suffice, to give a full recital of all 
the commotions which were excited by the stamp act, in the 
single province of l\1assachusetts. But these disorders were 
far from being confined to such circumscribed limits. A spi
rit of resistance pervaded the country. The very atmosphere 
seemed pregnant with revolt. Even sobriety was found off 
her guard, in the tumultuous crowd; and old age felt some
thing of the impulses of younger days. 

On the first day of November, the stamp act was to go into 
operation. As it drew near, the feelings of the colonists 
became more and more intense; less popular noise and cla
mour were, perhaps, to be heard; but a deep and settled bos 
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tility to the act had tal~en PORf;cssion of every breast. On tho 
tlth oiOctober, the ships which brought the stamps appeared in 
si~ht of Philadelphia, Hl'arG jOllcl':;tcr Point; The vesse]::; in tIl(! 
harbour immediately hoii5ted their ("oluurs half mast high; tlIC~ 

be])s 011 the r.hurches were Illumed; and during the rest of tlw 
day were tolled, in token of a profuund and general mourning. 

i I 
• 

I 
• 

1 
" 

arrived at that place. By order of the governor, they were : 
com'c),ed to the castle, where they could be defended by the I 

, 
I 

1 

artillcry, should occasion require. At length, the 1st of No- I, 

"cmber arrived. The day in many places was ushered in ,I 
with marks of funeral ceremony. Business was suspended, \ 

, 

and shops and stores were closed. nut at tllis time, not t\ : 
: 

single sheet of all the bales of stamps, which had been sent I' 
from Englantl, could have heen found in the colonies of N e\\'- ~ 

EIl~land, of N ew-Y ork, N cw-J crsey, Pennsylvania, Mary land, II 
II 

and the two Carolinas. They had either heen committed to 
the f1am('s, had been reshipped to ElIgland, or w('re safely 
guardeu by the opposition, into whose hanu:; they had fal1cn. 

A gen.eral suspension, or rather a total cessation, of alI husines:';, 
which required stamped paper, was the CO!H;c'luence. The 

printers of newspapers only, observes an historian, continued 
their occupation; alleging for cxcuse, that if they had done 

otlierwise, the people ·would have gi\"cn them such an ad mo· 
nitiolJ,as they little coveteu. Nonewould rccci\"c the gazettes 
coming [rom Canaua, as they were printed on stamped pnpcr. ! 

The courts of justice were shut; even marriages were no longer 
celebraieu; anu, in a woru, an absolute stagnation in ali the 
rela tions of social life was establisheu. * 

The mother country coulu not long remain in ignorance of I 
the spirIt which pre\'ailed, and the disturbances which had 
been excited in the colonies, by the oppressive acts of parlia-

, 

ment; and the stampact in particular. The minds of an classes ': 
I 

in that country were deeply affected; but as different interests ' 
swayed, different opinions were entertained and expressed. 

The merchants, anticipating a loss on the credit given to the 

• Botta. 
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Americans, were disposed to rrnsllre the extraordinary course 
of parliarnent. The mallut:Lcllll'cl'S \\"cre nut Its:') loud ill their 

cOll1plaillt, sillce, as the orders for tll(~ir \rare5 wert di:>colI
Lillued, rlliil stnn'(1 thell} ill the t:lCC. A dcep despondell(,Y 
pernuled thc millds uf sume ; n lot'ty indigllation took pUS~l'S
:;ioll of others. By one class, the culollies were extravagant·)y 

cstolled; by another, they were as pointedly condemned. 
By some, they were praiscd for their manly indepenuence a Ill! 
bold decision j by others, they were aCCll:-ieJ of ingratitude, 
turhulence, and rebellion. 

Furtunately for the interests both of the colonies and of 
(;rt'at Brit;}ill, about this time, a change took place in tll(' ad
millistration of Ellgland, by which several of thc friends of 
AllllTica came into puwer. The ::\Iarquis of Rockingham, 
(JIIe of the weaithiesl noblelllC'll of the kin!:!"dom, and hi!Jdv 

,~ '-- .. 
l':">tecll1~(l for th(' clHlowment~ of his mind, and the sinccrit,- of 

• 

hi:.; eharaeter, was appointed first loru of the treasury, in the 
room oC Lurd Grenville; ~~Ir. Dowdeswell was made Chancel
lor uf thc Exe!ie(pler; Lunl \Yinehcster touk the place of'the 
Duke of Bedfurd, as pl'csillent of the council; and the Seals 
were gi rCB to the yOllng Duke of G-rai'tul1 and General Con
way, who so nob]v defended the causc of the Amcrican~, on the 

• • 

motion in parliament to tax them. 
During the session uf the parliament of liOG, the subject of 

the late disturbances in the colonies was brought forward, by 
I I 

II the new auministration, and the expediency of repealing the 
odious enactments was strongly urged. Petitions, from "ariou!') 
(lllUrters, were presented, to the same eileet. Many of the 

I merchants and manufacturers of the kingdom were deeply affcct-
II ed hy the new regulations concerning America. An immense 
• • • 

• 

: quantity of British manufactures were perishing in the ware
I 

i houses; while artisans and seamen were Jepl'ived of employ
! 

l11ent and support. 
To the repea.l of the sta.mp act, its original advocates were 

I strongly opposed, and they marshalled all their strength to 
i prcvent it. In the first rank stood Gcorg~ Grenville, the late 

prime minister. In the debate on the subject of repcal,arnollg 
other thingi5, he said, "much against their will, the ministers 
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huye laid before this housc, the di~turbances nnd audacious 
enormities of the Americans; for they brgan in July, and now 
we arc in the middle of Jalluary; lately they were only oc
(/fJTellerS; they arc now grown to disturbances, tUlllUlts, aI1l1 

riuts. I doubt t11('), border on open rebellion; and if the doc
trine I have heard this "<.Juy, be cOllfil'mell,I fear they wi1l1ofJC 
that nalllC, to tal .. e that of revolution." ." "'hen I proposell 
tu tux America, I asked the house, if any gentleman would 
ohject to the right? I repeatedly asked it; and no man 
would uUem pt to deny it. And tell me, when the Americans 
were emancipated? 'Vhen they want the protection of this 
ldng-dom, they are always very ready to "lsk it. This protection 
has always been granted them, in the fullest manner; and now 
they refuse to contribute their mite towards the public expen
ses. For let not gentlemen deceive themselves, with reganl 
to the rigour of the tax; it would not suffice even for the ne· 
cessary expenses of the troops stationed in America: but a 
pt'ppcr-L'orn -in acknouoZedgmcnt of the right is of more 'Value 
than millions 'with01lt. Yet, notwithstanding the slightness 
of the tax, and the urgency of our situation, the Americans 
grow sullen, and instead of concurring in assisting to meet 
expenses arising from themselves, they renounce your autho
rity, insult your officer~, and break out, 1 might almost say, 
into open rebellion. 

"There was a time when they would not have proceeded 
thus; but they are now supported by the artifice of these 
young gentlemen; inflammatory petitions are handed about 
against us, and in their favour. Even within this house, in 
this sanctuary of the laws, sedition has found its defenders . 

• 
Resistance to the laws is applauded; obstinacy encoura-
ged; disobedience extolled; rebellion pronounced a virtue." 

In reply to Grenville, 'Villiam Pitt, now venerable for his 
age, and still more venerable for the important services which 
he had rendered his country, rose and said: "I know not 
whether I ought most to rejoice, thatthe infirmities which have 
been wasting, for so long a time, a body, already bowed by the 
weight of years, of late suspending their ordinary violence, 
shoulU have allowed me, this day, to behold these walls, and 

" ":::====================================================== "" ----
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to Jiscuss, in the presence of this august assembly, a suhj,>ct 

of such high importance, and whieh so Ilcal'1y concerns tIle 
safety of om countl'v,' or to crric"e at the rilrollr of destin\'. 

" ." 1'::) ..., ... 

in contcmplating" this country, which, "illiil1 a few year:; had 

arrivcd at such a pinnacle of splendour ancl llIa.ir~tr, and be
come formidable to the lIni"er~e fl'om the illllllellsitv of it:) 

• 

power, now wasted by an intestine cril, a prer to ci"il di:-:c()J'(ls, 

and madly hastening to diP. brillk of the abyss, into which 
the united force of the most 1'O\\"erfll] nations of Eurupe 

strlll!~led in vain to plunge it. 'Voult! to hea\"cll, that lily 
hralth had prrmittr(\ my attendance here, when it wa:'i iirst 

proposed to tax Am('rica! If my fechle yoice should not 
ha \'e been able to an~rt the torrent of calamities, wllich has 
fallen upon us,. and the tempest which threatens us, at 

least my testimony would ha \"c attested, that I had no purt ill 

them. 
"It is now an act that has passed; I would speak Wilh 

decency of every act of tlds house, but I must beg the illlllll

gence of the house to speak of it with freedom. There is un 
idea in some, that the Americans are virtually represented in 
this house; but I \\-ould fain know by what province, county, 

city, or borough, they are represented here? No doubt by 

some province, county, city, or borough, never seen or known 
by them, or their ancestors, and which they neyer will see or 

know. 

"The commons of America, representec.l in their several 

assemblies, have ever been in possession of the exercise ot 
this, their constitutional right, of giving and granting their 

own money. They would have been sla\'es if they had not 
enjoyed it. 

" I come not here, armed at all points with law cases, and 

actsofparliament, with the statute book doubleddownin dog's 

ears, as my valiant adversary has done. But I know, at least, 

if we are to take example from ancient facts, that, even under 

the most arbitrary reigns, parliaments were ashamed of taxing 
a people without their consent, and allowed them representa
tives; and in our own times, even. t.hose who send no mem

bers to parliament, are all at least inhabitants of Great Bri-
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fain 1\Iany haye it in their option to be actually representeci. 
They have connexions with those that elect, Dnd they have 
influence over them. 'Vould to heaven that nIl ,vere better 
represented than they are! It is the vice of our constitu i 

, 

tion; prrhaps the day will arrive, and I rejoice in the hopE', ' 
wIlen the mode of representation, this essentia1 part of our 
Uf;,!'Hllization, and principal safeguard of our liberty, will be : 

, 

carried to that perfection which every good Englishman must . 
desirC'. , 

i , 
" I hear it said that America is obstinate, America is almost ; 

in open rebellion. I n'joice that America has ]'cf:isted. Three 
millions of proplc, so dead to all the feclings of liberty as ! 

I 

voluntarily to submit to be slaves, would have been fit instru- ! 

ments to make slaves of oursch'cs. The hOl"\Ourable member I 
, , 

lta:-; fiaid also, for he is flnent in words of bitterness; that Ame- i , 
rica is ungrateful: he boasts of his bounties towards her; I 

, 
but arc not these bounties intended, finally, for the benefit of I 

I this kingdom? And how is it true, that America is ungrate- i 
i 

ful? Does she not voluntarily hold a good correspondence 
with us? The profits to Great Britain, from her commerce 
with the colonies, are two millions a year. This is the fund 
that carried you triumphantly through the last war. The es
tates that were rented at two thousand pounds a year, seventy 
years ago, are at three thousand at present. You owe this to 
America. This is the price she pays for your protection. I 
omit the increase of population in the colonies; the migration 
of new inhabitants from every part of Europe; and the ulte
rior progress "of American commerce, should it be regulated 
by judicious laws. And shall we hear a miserable financier 
come with a bo~ , Lhat he can fetch a pepper-corn into the 
exchequer to the loss of millions to the nation? The gentle
man complains that he has been misrepresented in the public 
prints. I can only say, it is a misfortune common to all that 
fill high stations, and take a leading part in public affairs. 
He sayH, also, that when he first asserted the right of parlia
ment to tax America, he was not contradicted. I know not 
how it is. but there is a modesty in this house, which does not 
choose to contradict a minister. If gentlemen do not get the 

.. 
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better ot" this modesty, perhaps the collective body may begin 
to abate of its respect for the representati,'e. 1\ great deal 
lias been said without doors, and more than is discreet, of the 

power, of the strength of America. But, in a good cause, on 

a sound boUom, the force of this country call cl"ll~h A Il1crica 
to atoms; but on the ground of this tax, when it is wished to 

prosecute an evidcnt injustice~ I am one who will lift lily hands 

alHI my voice against it. 
" In such a cause, your success would be deplorable, antI 

victory hazardous. America, if she fell, would fall like the 
strong man. She would embrace the pillars of the state, and 

pull down the constitution along with her. Is this your boasted 
peace? not t.o sheath the sword in its scabbard, hut to shea th 
it in the bowels of your countrymen? Will you quarrel with 
yourselves, now the whole house of Bourbon is against you? 
While France disturbs your fisheries in Newfoundland, ('m
!Jan'asses your slave trade with Africa, and withholds from 
your subjects in Canada their property, stipulated by treaty? 
\Vhile the ransom for the l\"lanillas is denied by Spain, alld it=-; 
gallant conqueror traduced into a mean plunderer? The 
Americans have not acted in all things with prudence und 
temper. They have been wronged. They have been drin'l~ 
to madness by injustice. 'Vill you puni.sh them for the mad
ness you have occasioned? Rather let prudence and bcnig
nity come first from the strongest side. Excuse their errors; 
learn to honour their yirtues. Upon the whole, I will beg 
leave to tell the house what is really my opinion. I consider 
it most consistent with our dignity, most useful to our libcrty! 
and in every respect the safest for this kingdom, that the 
stamp act be repealed, absolutely, totally, and immcdiately 
At the same iime, let the sovereign authority of this country 
over the colonies be asserted in as strong terms as can be 
devised, and De made to extend to every point of legislatioll 
whatsoever; that we may bind their trade, confine their ma
nufactures, and exercise every power whatsoever, except that 
of taking their money out of their pockets withont their con. 
sent." 

The impression made by this speech of 1\11'. Pitt, pro 
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nounced, as it "'as, wi th a firm and solemn tone, was deep and 
eflecma1. Much resc~lhncnt was, indeed, manifested by all 

• 
on account of the excesses committed by the Americans; but 
cOllviction had settled on the minds uf a majority of parlia- ! 

. I 
mcnt, that at least a partial retrocession on theil' part was ne- I 

, 

cessary. Accordingly, on the puttillg of the question, Fehrua- ' 
l'Y 22d, the repeal of the stamp act was carried in the hOllse 
by a majority of 265 to 167. The vote in the house of peers 
"'as 155 to 61. On the 19th of March, the act of reveal re-

I 
cpi \'ed the royal assent. " 

Thus was put at rest, for a time, a question which had 
decply agitated not only the colonies of America, but England 
itself; and had excited much attention throughout continental 
Europe. nut it is more than probable, that even at this time 
the repealing act would not have passed, had it not been ac
companied by a declaratory act, that the parliament had the 
7'ight to make laws and statutes to bind the colonies in all 
cases whatsoever. 

The joy produced throughout England at tMs result, was 
greater than could have heen anticipated, and no demonstra
tions were omitted which could testify the public sense of t.he 
kindness of the kirt'g, and the wisdom of the parliament. The 
flags of the ships were spread in token of felicitation; a 
general illumination of the city of London was made; salutes 
were fired; and bonfires kindled in every quarter. 

nut it was in America that a still higher joy prevailed, and 
still greater demonstrations of that joy were made. In the I 
house of representatives in Massachusetts, a vote of gratitude: 

I 
to the king, and of thanks to Mr. Pitt, t!te Duke of Grnfton, 
and others, was passed. By the house of burgesses in Virgi
nia, it was resolved to erect a statue in honour of the king, 
and an obelisk in honour of aU those, whether of the house 
of peers or of commons, who had distinguished themselves ! 
in favour of the rights of the colonies. I 

In the midst of this joy, the declaratory act, above men-
tioned, appears to have been little regarded. The extent and 
inadmissible character of its pl'inciples for a time remained 
unscrutinised. It was considered as appended to the act of 

, 

" 

I 

I 
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repeal, to soften the prcjuuices of the opposition, unu to save 
national honour from the imputation of hting too greatly tar
ni:-;heu. nut, in reality, it was dcsig-nc(l as the recognition of 
a principle which the British politicians were unwilling to 
relinquish, and which they might in time have occasion to 
apply. 

It is not, moreover, to be concealed, that unircrsal and sin
cere as was the joy of the Americans, consCCIllcnt on the re
peal of the stamp act; the same cordiality was neycr felt by 
the colonies, as before the late disturbances. A strong dis
gust a deep resentment, had fixed itself in the hcarts of 
many j .and a secret wish began to be felt, that the yoke were 
entirely removed. . Perhaps, even at this early day, the hope 
was indulged, that the time would arrive, when this wish 
would become a reality. 

In July, 1766, the administration of the :iVIarquis of Rock
ingham was dissolved, and a new onc formed, under the direc
tion of Mr. Pitt. Unfortunately it was composed of mcn of 
different political principles, and attached to difIerellt partics. 
The Duh:e of Grafton was placed at the hend of thc trcasury; 
Lord Shelburne was joined with General Conway as one of the 
secretaries of state; Charles Townshend was made chancel

lor of the exchequer, Camden, lord chancellor, Pitt, now crea
ted Earl of Chatham, had the privy seal, and Lord N ort11 and 
George Cooke were joint pay-masters. 

If the prejudices of many in the colonies were not yet 
done away, much more was this the fact with the ex-minister 
Grenville, and his adherents· in England. Disappointcu as 
to the popularity of his administration, and remembel'ing as 
one cause of it, his measures against America, he was ready 
to call into view, 011 every occasion, her obstinacy and ingra
tituue, and to entcr anew upon efforts to tax the colonies. 

To him, therefore, is attributed the plan which, under the 
last formed administration, was brought forward in the par
liament of 1767, to impose taxes upon the colonies. The 
articles enumerated in the bill, upon which duties were laid, 
were g1ass, paper, paste board, white and red lead, painters 
colours, and tea. 
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J\lr. Pitt, during the d.iscussion of this bill, was confined by 
indisposition, and. hence, unable to raise his voice against it. 
'Vithout much opposit.ion, it passed. both hou9c~, and on the 
2!lth of June, received the royal assent. At the same time 
were passed. two other acts; the one establishing a new . 
board of custom-house oflicers in America; and the other reo I 
straining the legislature of the province of New-York from 
pas'sing any act whatever, until they should furnish the king's 
troops with several required articles. 

I 
I 
I 

, 
I 

The~e three acts reached America at the same time, and 
again excited. uni\'crsal alarm. The first and sccond. were 
particularly odious. The new duties, it was perceived., were 
only a new mode of drawing money from the colonies, and 
the same strong opposition to the measure was exhihited., 
which had prevailed against the stamp act. Several of the 
colollies, through their colonial asscmblies, expressed their 
just abhorrence of these enactments, and their d~termination 
nCHr to submit to them. 

Soon after the establishment of the new board of custom 
house officers, at Boston, UlHler the above act, a fit occasion 
presented itself, for an expression of the public indignation. 
This was the arrival at thnt port, in l\lay,· 1668, of the sloop 
Liberty, belonging to Mr. Hancock, and laden with wines from 
Mad eira. 

During the night, the most of her cargo was unladen, and 
put into stores; on the following day the sloop was entcred 
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at the custom house, with a few pipes only. A discovery I 
being made of these facts, by the custom-house oflicers, the 
vesscl was seized, and by their order removed along side of 
the Romney, a ship of war, then in the harbour. " 

The conduct of the custom-house oflicers in this transac-
tion roused. the indignant feelings of the Bostonians, who un
warrantably attacked the houses of the officers, and even 
assaulted their persons. No prosecutions, however, could be 
sustained, from the excited state of public feeling. 

Finding themselves no longer safe in the town, the officers 
prudently sought protection on board the Romney, and sub
sequently retired to Castle 'Villiams. 
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The public excitement was soon after increaseu, by the ar
rival in the harbour of two regiment:5 of troops, under the 
command of Colonel Dalrymple. These were designed tn 

assist the cidl mngistrates in the preservation of peace, and 
the custom-house officers in the execution of their functiuns. 
Both these regiments were encamped within the town tlte 
one on the commons, the other in the market hall anu state 
hOl1se. 

This measure of the governor, under order of the British 
mi'nistry, was eminently fitted to rouse the public inuignation 
to the highest pitch. To be thus watched, as if in a state of 
open rebellion to see their common a place of encampment 
-:and their halls of justice, with the chambers of their as
sembly, thronged with armed soldiers, was more than the in
habitants were willing to endure. Frequent quarrels and 
collisions occurred between the citizens and solllicrs, which 
every day threatened to terminate in bloodshed. 

During the session of parliament. in 1770, the Duke of 
Grafton, first lord of the treasury, resigned, and was succeeded 
in that office by the afterwarus celebrated Lord North. In 
March, this latter gentleman introduced a bill abolishing 
the duties imposed by the act of 1767, on all the articles 
except tea. This partial suspension of the duties served to 
soften the feelings of the Americans in a uegree; but the 
exception in relation to tea, it was quite apparent, was de
signed as a salvo to the national hp:-.vur, and as an evidence 
which the British ministry were :lnwilling to relinquish, of the 
right of parliament to tax the colonies. 

The above relaxation in respect to certain duties was, how
ever, unaccompanied by any other indicationsofa more kindly 
feeling towards the colonies. The troops were still continued 
m Boston, and the act~f trade enforced with singular strict
ness. At length, on the evening of the 5th of March, 1770, in 
a quarrel between a party of soldiers and citizens, eleven of 
the latter were killed or wounded, by a guard, under command 
of a Captain Preston. 

The news of this rencontre was spread in every direction 
over the city the bells were rung, the alarm of "fire" was 
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gIven, the drums were beat, and the citizens every where 
called to arms. Thousands soon assembled, and demanded 
the removal of the troops from the town. With the assu
rance that the affair should he settled to their satisfaction in the 
morning, they were induced to retire. When the morning came, 
however, II utchinson, the lieutenant governor, for a long 
time refused to order the removal of the tl'OOPS, and was only 
driven to this measure, by evidence too strong to be doubted, 
that his own personal safety depended upon it. 

The men who were Idlled, were reganled as martyrs in the 
cause of liberty; and at their interment no mark of public 
sympathy or appropriate funeral ceremony was omitted. The 
anniversary of this tragical event, which was called" the 
Boston massacre," was long observed with great solemnity, 
and gave occasion to warm and patriotic addresses, well 
adapted to excite a revolutionary spirit. 

Captain Preston and his guard were arraigned before a 
judicial tribunal; but for the honour of the colony they were 
all acquitted, except two, who were found guilty of man
slaughter. For this acquittal, the prisoners, as well as the 
colony, were indebted to the independent zeal and powerful 
eloquence of John Adams and Josiah Quincy, Jun. than whom 

, none were warmer friends to the colony, or had acted a more 
conspicuous part against the imperious demands of the British 
ministry. Odious to the community as the prisoners were, 
these honest and intrepid champions appeared in their 
defence, and proved to the world, that while Americans 
could resist the usurpations of a tyrannical ministry, they 
could also stand forth, when justice required, for the pro
tection and defence of their irresponsible servants. 

Allusion has been made to the requirement of his British 
majesty, in former years, that the colonies should provide for 
the support of the royal governors by a permanent salary, and 
their refusal to yield to the royal wishes. In the year 1772, it 
was officially announced to the assembly of Massachusetts, 
that provision had been made for the payment of their gover
nor's salary by the crown, independent of any grant from 

. them. The former dispute on this subject had given birth to 
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many angry feelings; but language can scarce] y uescribe the 
excitement occasioned by the renewal of the subject, and the 
application oCthe revenue of the colony to the above purpose, 
inc.lependent of the assembly. The house of n~presclltatives 
immediately declareu the appropriation an infraction of their 
chartm a dangerous innovation, anu the preliminary to a 
despotic auministration of government. 

\Vhile this dispute was go~ng forwaru in Massachusetts, a 
bold opposition to the measures of the British ministry ap
peared (June, 1772) in the colony of Rhode hland. A British 
armcu schooner, caned the Gaspee, hau been stationed in that 
colony to assist the boaru of customs in the execution .of the 
revenue anu trade laws. Desirous of displaying his authority, 
and of humbling the priue of the colonists, the captain obliged 
the masters of packets, navigating the bay, to lower their 
colours on passing the schoener; and, in case of refusa , 
would chase them, and fire upon them. To a requirement so 
humiliatin::;, a master of one of the Providence packets refused 
to submit, and was chased by the schooner, which venturing 
tuo far inland, ran aground. 

Intelligence of her situation was immediately communicated 
to the inhabitants of Providence; and several who were 
characterized fur a love of daring enterprise, repaired to the 
spot. Under cover of night, they took the vessel by 

, 

fUfce, and burnt her to the water's edge. Such a bold opposi-
tion to the laws, was not sullcred to pass unnoticed. But 
although commissioners were appointed to investigate the 
afluir, and a reward of 500l. was oflercd for a discovery of the 
offenders, all efiorts to detect. them were futile. 

The oppositicn to the royal provision for the salary of the 
governor, which we noticed in a preceding paragraph, was 
not confined to the assembly of Massachusetts. Numerous 
meetings were called in the various towns of the provinces, in 
relation, as well to this particular measure, as to other oppres
sive acts of the British parliament. 

In these meetings, the town of noston took the lead. A 
committee was appointed to address the several towns in the 
colony, and to urge upon them the importance of an unani 
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mOllS expression of their feelings with regard to the conduct :i 
of the British ministry. "\Vehave abundant reason to appre- !: 
Ilcnd," said this committee, in their audress, " that a plan of 
desputism, has been concerted, and is hastening to a comple
tiull; the late measures of the administration have a direct 

, 

I I 

tendency to deprive us of every thing valuable as men, as :i 
christians, and as suhjects, entitled to the rights of nati\'e! 
Britons." "We are not afraid of poverty," said they, in eon- i! 
elusion, "but we disdain slavery. Let us consider, we are Ii 

, 

struggling for our best birth rights and inheritance; which, :i 
, , 

being infringed, renders all our blessings precarious in their :' 
, I 

enjoyment., and trifling in their value." , 
The proceedings of the assembly, and of the towns in 1\1as- ,: 

, , 

sachusetts, were communicated to the house of burgesses in : 
I 

Virginia, in March of 1773. Similar sentiments prevailed in ! 

that ancient and patriotic colony. It was apparent to Iha t body, ,I 
, I 

and began to be a prevailing' opinion throughout the COUll- ,I 

try, that to remain much longer in that particular state, was 
im possible. The future was indeed indistinct. But the wild i . , 

cOJlfusion of the elements gave indications of an approaching I 

sturm. A portentous cloud. hung over the country. It was : 
the part of wisdom, at least, to think of preparation, and to 
ascc'rtain in what attitude things stood in different sections of 
the conn try, together with the support the directing officers ' 
might expect, should the threatening tempest actually burst. • , 

'Vith these views, no doubt, the house of burgesses in Vir- i 
ginia, on the 12th of March, 1773, passed the following reso-
I ntions : , 

I 
" Be it resolved, that a standing committee of correspon-

dence and inquiry be appointeO, to consist of eleven persons, 
to wit: the honourable Peyton Randolph, Esquire, Robert : 
Carter Nicholas, Richard Bland, Richard. Henry Lee, Benja-

, 

min Harrison, Edmund Pendleton, Patrick Henry, Dudley I 

Esquires, any six of whom to be a committee, whose business i 

it shall be to obtain the most early and authentic intelligence i 
of such acts and resolutions of the British parliament, or pro
ceedings of administration, as may relate to, or affect the British 

• 
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colonies; and to keep up and maintain a correspondence and 
communication with our sister colonies. respecting these im
portant considerations, allli the result of their proceedings frol11 
timc to limc to lay before the house." 

Upon the reeommellliation of Virginia, similar committees 
of correspondence and illquiry were appointed by the differ
ellt colollial assemblies; and a confidential interchange of 
opinions was thus kept up between the colonies. Great unity 
of sentiment was the consequence; and the value of the 
mcasure was fully developed, in the struggle which afterwards 
ensued between the colonies and the parent country. 

Dr a series of llirect oppressions, and through the resident 
o/1iccl's of the crown, the hostility of the people of Massachu
setts had become a settled principle; and about this time, it 
received additional strength, from the discoyeryand publication 

I of certain letters, addressed to a member of parliament, in the 
I years 170S and 1769, by Air. Hutchinson the governor, amI 
i l\Ir. Oliver the chief justice of the province. 
, , , 
I 
I , 
, 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 

, 

The existence of these Idters was communicated to Dr. 
Franklin, who at that time resided in England, by a gentleman 
of his acquaintance, with the assurance that they containcd 
statements calculated to prejudice the ministry and parlia
ment against the people of Massachusetts, and to widen the 
breach between the two countries; and that they moreover 
recommended the employment of force to reduce the colonies 
to order and obedience. 

The letters were, at lcngth, shown by this gentleman to Dr. 
Franklin, who obtained copies of them to be sent to America, 
only upon the express condition, that they should be confi
dentially shown to a few, and should not be again copied. 

On their arri val in America, they were confidentially shown 
to the" few;" but it was scarcely possible that they should not 
be made the subject of conversation. By some means, the 
existence of such letters hecame Jmown, beyond the original 
intention; and so intense was the curiosity excited by the 
subject, that 011 the 2<1 of June, 1773, some of them were com
municated by Samuel Adams to the assembly of Massachusetts, 

• 
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I 
I 
! , 
I 

I 
• then sitting with clo8clI uoors, unuer the restriction that they 

.-should llot be copied or puhli:-:hed. 
! I , I 
I I 
i I 
I l\"otwitlistanding the abure restrictions, tIle cont"ents oftlle 

letters were so extraordinary amI so fully eviucntial of a design 
to suuyert the constitution of the province by the introduc
tion of arbitrary power, that the huuse, upon further delibera
tion, directeu the whole to be published. They were induced 
to this course, by the fact, that several copies had got iuto 
circulation, from which it might he iilferred, that the consent 
of the original owner hUll been obtained for that purpose. 

; I 
I , , 
, 
• 

i , 
I , 
, i 
" · ' , 
I 
I 
I 

, I , 

· , 
, , The letters contained cxaggprated statements and delihe-
I 

rate misrepresentations uf occurrences in the cohm)" and .'; 
recommended an alteration of the charter of Massachusetts, 
together with the institution of an order of patrician!';. They 
en'n hini('d at tIle expediency of " tl1killlf 011' some of the 

, ! 

original il1ccndiarics.n . 
• 
• , 

The govcl'llor, unable to deny his own signature, presented 
the poor excuse that they were "confidential letters," and 
were writtt-'ll without any such object as was ascribed to them. 
But now, " proof was heaped upon the shoulders of demon
stration," that Hutchinson, Oliver, and their adherents; had 
attempted to alienate the affections of the king and ministry 
from the colonies. The house of representatives, in un addr€5S 
to the king, broadly asserted this fact; amI solicited, though 

, , 
• , 
, 
• , 

, i 
, · , , , , , 
, 
, , , , 
, I 
i I 
, I 

I 
, 
, , 
I : 

I, , 
, , 

" I 

, in vain, that Hutchinson and Oli"er might be removrd from ~i 
I ! 

their places forever. :; 
During these transactions in America, a plan was devising !; 

, 

by the British ministry, to introduce tea into the colonies. ii 
I 

The duty on this article, as already noticed, had been re- 'i 
: I tained, for the pUl'po~e of maintaining the supremacy of par- il 

liament, and its right to impose taxes. Little of the article, !! 
" 

howe"cr, had been imported into the country from Great :i 
Britain; the people having firmly resolved not to submit to il 
the payment of the duty. In consequenc--e of a strict adhe~ :: 
renee to this rcsolution, the teas of the East India Company:) 
had accumulated in their warchouses; and legislative aid II 
became necessary to relieve them of their embarrassments. Ii 

I 
I 

• I 
• 
I 

• 
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In 177:1, tllC milli:;tcr intro(lucccl a bill into parliament, 
al10wing the company to export their teus to America, witlI.a 

, 

dl'a\\'vack of all the duties paid in England. By thi::; regula-
tion, tea would ill fact ve('ome cheuper in America than in 
Great Britain, allLI it was expected that this consideration 
would induce the Americans to pay the small duty upon it. 

011 the passage of this vill, the company made a shipment of 
largc([uantitics of tea to Chal'le~·tol1, Philadelphia, New-York, 
alld Boston. Before its arrirai, the resolution had been formed 

II by the illhabitant::; of those places, that, if possible, it should 
II not cren be bl\dell. That cargo llestincd for Charleston was, 
i. indeed, landed and storell; but was not permitted tn be oiler
I I II cd for sale. The vessels which brought tea to Philadelphia 

, 

I al1(1 New-York, were compelled to return to England with 
their cargoes, without even having made an entry at the cus
tom-house. 

I 
I It was designed by the leading patriots of Boston to makc 
I 

'i a similar disposition of the cargoes which were expected at 
Ii that place; but on its arrival, the consignees wereJuund to be 
: the relatioIls, or friends, of the governor, and they eould not 
I 
I be induced to resign their trust. ~everal town meetings were 

held on the subject, and spirited resolutions passed, that no 
I considerations would induce the inhabitan ts to permit the 

landing of tHe tea. Orders were at the same time given to the 
captains to obtain clearances at the custom-house, without the 
usual entries; but this the collector pertinaciously refused. 

I again assembled, to determine what measures to adopt.' Du· 
• 

I ring the discussions had on the posture of affairs, and while 
a captain of a vessel was gone to wait upon the governor, for 
the last time, to request a passport, Josiah Quincy, Jun. rose, and 
addressed the assembly in the following eloquent style: "It is 
not the spirit that vapours within the~c walls, that must. stand 
us in stead. The exertions of this day will call forth cvcnts, 
which will make a very different spirit necessary for our sal
vation. Look to the end. 'Vhoever supposes, that shouts 
and hosannas will terminate the trials of the day, entertains a 
childish fancy. 'Ve must be grossly ignorant of the impor-

G El 
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tance and \'alue of the prize, for which we contelld; we must I 

be equally ignorant of th~ powers of those who have com- ! 
: I bined against us; we must be blind to that malice, inveteracy i! 

and insatiable revcnge, which actuate our enemies, public and Ii 
I I private, abroad and in our bosoms, to hope we shall end this I 
I 

controversy without the sharpest, sharpest conflicts; to flatter I 
, I 

ourselves, that popu1ar resolves, popular harangues, popular I 
I 

acclamations, anti popular vapour, will vanquish our fears. I, 
Let us consider the issue. Let us look to the end. Let us ~! 
'weigh and consider, before we ad vance to those measures which ! 

I ' 

must bring on the ?nost tryillg and terrible struggle this: 
country ever saw." 

, 

The captain of the vessel at length returned, to say that ;, 
the governor refused the requested passport. The meeting ;: 
was immediatcly dissolved. A secret plan had been formed :; 

: 
to mingle the tea with the waters of the ocean. Three dif- :; 

" 

fercnt parties soon after sallied out, ill the costume of 1\10- I: 

hawk Indians,and precipitately made their way to the wharves. : 
I 

At the same time, the citizens were seen in crowds direct- :1 , I , 
ing their cuurse to the same place, to become spectators of a[ 

" 

scene, as novcl as t.he enterprise was bold. Without noise, Ii 
" , 

without the tumult usual on similar occasions, the tea was il 
taken from the vessel, by the conspirators, and expeditiously 'I 

" 

oflered as an oblation " to the ,Tl'atery God." :i 
Nothing could exceed the surprise of the British ministry,: 

on learning the issue of their plan to introduce tea into the , 
colonies. Their indignation was particularly severe against the f 

inhabitants of Boston, for their" violent and outrageous con- "j 

duct." In the following l\'Iarch, 177"1, the whole affair was Ij 

presented to parliament by Lord North, and a determination :1 

was formed to punish b0th the cilizens oi Boston, and the in- Ii 
" habitants of the colony. Ii 
" Accordingly, a bill was soon introduced into the house of com- ;' 
" 

mons, usually called the" Boston port bill," which prohibited ; 
the landing or shipping of any goods at that port, after the II 
first of June following. By a second act, which followed, the ; 
charter of the colony was so altered, as to make the appoint- i 

I meut of the council, justIces, judges, sherifis, and even jurors, I 
I 
" 

" - I j 
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:1e."i.lh;t,..r1\. !;rl)flh tflt, klllg 01 his agcnt j al1(1 restraining all 
town mer.t1JJlfS I (,(Cl'p! the al1nual meetillg, without h'llIlC of r. 

the (To\'eI'llOr ill wrililJIT, with a statemcnt of the sJlcriill uusi-o ~ 

IlCSS of the meetillg. To these cllal"lUll'nts a third wa:-; added, 
uuthorising the governor, with the advice uf the council, LU 

selld any person for trial to allY other ("ulony, or tu Great 
Britaill, who should be informed against, Ul' indicted fur nny 
act dune in viulation of the laws 01 the reve1lue. 

On the arrival of the Boston port bill, which was brought 
over by a lIew gCJYel'llor, General Gage, the citizens of Bos
ton, in an assembly which was convened to consider the sub
ject, declared, "that the illlpolicy, injustice, -inhumanity, llnd 
crucltyof the act, exceeueu all their powers of expression; 
and, therefore," said they, " we leave it to the consciences of 
others, and appeal to God and thc world."· ,\t thc same time 
they auoptcd the following resolution: "That if the othcr 
colonies come into a joint resolution to stop all importatiuns 
from, and exportations to Great Britain, amI every part of the 
'Yest Indies, till the act be repealed, the same would prove 
the salvation of North America and her liberties." 

Copies of these proceedings were immediately circulated 
through the colonies. A universal sympathy for the inhabi
tants of Doston was expressed. In Virginia, this sympathy 
was manifesteu by the house of burgesses, in the observance 
of the 1 st of J Ulle, the day the purt of Boston was to be 
shut, as a "day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer." 

Arrangements having been made for the meeting of the 
second continental congress, on the 5th of September, 1774, 
that body assembled at Philadelphia. All the colonies were 
represented, except Georgia. Peyton Randolph, a delegate 
from Virginia, was electeo president, and Charles Thompson, 
a citizen of Philadelphia, was chosen secretary. 

The attention ot this celebrated congress was at an early 
clate turned towards the province of Massachusetts, and the 
city of Boston; and the following resolutions were adopted, 
expressive of the sympathy they felt for that colony, in its dis
tress, and the high sense which the congress entertained of 
the wisdom and fortitude wl1ich the colony exhibited. "This 
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assembly (1c('pl~; feels the sufferings of their countrymen in the 
M:~5sachl1sptts Bay, uIlller the operation of the late unjust, 
crud, and opprc::)sivc acts of the British parliament j at the 
same time, they most thoroughly approve the wisdom anll for
tituue with which opposition to these wicked ministerial 
measures has hitherto been conducted j and they earnestly 
recommend to .tl~'ir brethren a perseverance in the same firm 
alHI temperate conduct, trusting that the efiect uf the united 
ef1'orts of North America, in their behalf, will carry such con
viction to the British natiol17 of the unwise, unjust, and ruinous 
policy of the present administration, as quickly to introduce 
better men and wiser measures." 

Congress further addressed a letter to General Gage, ear
nestly praying him to put a stop to the hostile' preparations 
which he had commenced, especially the fortifications around 
Boston, as the surest means of maintaining public tranquillity 
in that quarter, and preventing the horrors of a civil war. 
A t the same time, they urged upon the citizens of that tOW11 all 
the forbearance within their power; t.hat they should" conduct 

• 

themselves peaceably towards his excellency, General Gage, 
and his-majesty's troops stationed in Boston, as far as could 
possibly be consistent with the immediate safety and security 
of the town." 

Congress next proceeded to publish a declaration of rights. 
These rights were set forth in the following articles: 

• 

"1. That they are entitled to life, liberty, and property; 
and they have never ceded to any foreign power whatever, a 
right to dispose of either, without their consent. 

"2. That our ancestors, who first settled these colonies, 
were! at the time of their emig-ration from thei.- Jnother coun
try, entitled to all the rights, liberties, and immunities of frep 
and natura, born subjects within the realm of England. 

"3. That by such emigration, they by no means forfeited, 
surrendered, or lost any of those rights, but that they were, 
and their descendants now are, entitled to the exercise and 
enjoyment of such of them, as their local and other circum
stances enable them to exercise and enjoy. 

"4. That the foundation of English liberty, and of all frce , 

• 
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governments, is a right in the people to participate in their 
leg-islative council; aIHI as the English colonists are not re
presented, and, from their local and other CirCUlllstanccs, can
not properly be represellted in the British parliament, they 
are entitled to flS free and c:rclusiz.'c poU'cr of legislatiun, in 
their several provincial legislatures, where their right of rep
resentation can alone be preserved, in all ca~ . '1f ta:r-ation 
and internal policy, suhjcct only to the negative 01 their sove
reign, in such a manner as has been heretofore used and ac
customed. But fl'om the nccessity of the case, and a regard 
to the mutual interest of both countries, we cheerfully consent 
to the operation of such acts of the British parliament as are 
bona fide restrained to the regulation of our external com
merce, for the' purpose of securing the commercial advanta
ges of the whole empire to the mother country, and the com
mercia.1 benefits of its respective members; excllldinK every 
idea of taxation, internal or externa~, for raising a revenue, on 
the subjects in America, without their consent. 

"5. That the l'eRpective colonies are entitled to the com
mon law of England, and more especiaJJr, to the great and 
inestimable privilege of being tried by their peers of the 
vicinity, according to the course of that law. 

"6. That they are entitled to the benefit of such of the 
English statutes as existed at the time of their colonization; 
and which they have by experience respectfully found to be 
applicable to their several local and other circumstances. 

"7. That these his majesty's colonies, are likewise entitled 
to all the immunities and privileges, granted and confirmed 
to them by royal charters, or secured by their several code.; 
of provincialla ws. 

"8. That they have a right peaceably to assemble, con
sider of their grievances, and petition the king; and all prose
cutions, prohibitory proclamations, and commitments for the 
same, are illegal. 

"9. That the keeping a standing army in these colonies in 
times of peace, without the consent ef the legislature of that 
colony, in which such an army is kept, is against law. 

"10. It is indispensably necessary to good 
o· 

• 

" 
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rendered essential by the English constitution, that the con 
stituent branches of the legislature be independent of each 
other; that, therefore, the exercise of legislative power, in 
several colonies, by a council appoinicu during pleasure by 
the crown, is unconstitutional, dangerou:3, and destructive to 
the freedom of American legislation." 

In relation to the aho;'e particulars, they expressed them .. 
selves in the follow; li~' language: 

" All and each of which, the aforesaid deputies, in behalf of 
themselves and their constituents, do claim, demand, and in
sist on, as their indubitable rights and liberties, which cannot 
be legally taken from them, altered, or abridged, by any powm 
whatever, without their consent by their representatives in 
their several provincial legislatures." 

It was also deemed of importance to adopt measures to stop 
• 

commercial intercourse with Great Britain. An agreement 
was, therefore, entered into, to suspend all importation of 
merchandise from Great Britain and its dependencies, from 
the 1st of December, 1774; and, unless the wrongs of which 
the Americans complained should be redressed, to suspend 
in like manner all exportation from the 10th of September. 
1775; with the single exception of rice. 

At the same time it was urged upon the colonies to adopt 
a system of rigid ·economy; to encourage industry, and to 
promote agriculture, arts, and manufactures, and especially 
the manufacture of wool. 

Having attended to these important concerns, congress 
closed their session on the 26th of October, after adopting 
addresses to the people of Great Britain, to the king, and to 
the French inhabitants of Canada. 

The congress which then terminated its session, has justly 
been celebrated from that time to the present, and its celebrity 
will continue while wisdom finds admirers, and patriotism is 
regarded with veneration. The tone and temper of their various 
resolutions, the style of their addresses, and the composition 
of the several public papers, contributed, in every particular, 
to excite the admiration of the world. Born and educatea 
m the wilds of a new world, unpractise.d in the arts of polity, 

• 
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most of them unexperienceu in the aruuous duties of legisla
tion, differing in religion, manners, customs, and habits, as they 
did in their views of the nature of their connexion with Great 
Britain; that such an assembly, so ct1nstituted, should dis
play so much wisdom, sagacity, foresight, and knowledge of 
the world; such skill in argument; such force of reasoning; 
such firmness and soundness of judgment; so profound an ac
quaintance with the rights of men; such genuine patriotism; 
anu, above a]], such unexampled union of opinion. was indeed 
a political phenomenon to which history has furnished no 
paralie1."" Both at home and abroad, they were spoken of in 
terms of the highest admiratic,n. Abroad, the Earl of Chat
ham, in one of his brilliant speeches, remarked of them: " 
"History, my lords, has been my favourite study, and in the 
celebrated writings of antiquity have I often admired the 
patriotism of Greece and Rome; but, my lords, I m'!st declare 
and avow, that in the master tales of the world, 1 know not 
the people, or the senate, who, in such a complication of diffi
cult circumstances, can stand in preference to the delegates 
of America assembled in general congress at Philadelphia." 
At lwme, they were celebrated by a native and popular bard, t 
in an equal1y elevated strain: 

"Now meet the fathers of this western clime; 
Nor names more noble graced the mBs offame, 

When Spartan firmness braved the wrecks of time, 
Or Rome's bold virtues falln'd the heroic flame. 

Not deeper thought the immortal sage inspired, 
On Solon's lips when Grecian senates hung; 

Nor manlier eloquence the bosom fired, 
When genius thundered from the Athenian tongue." 

While this congress were in session, nearly all the colonies 
had taken measures to call provincial assemblies, for the pur
pose of better securing their ancient rights of government. 
In Massachusetts, the people had determined to hold a pro
vincial congress on the 15th of October, which induced Gene
ral Gage, with a view to prevent the intended meeting, to 

• Allen • t M'Fing-al. 
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convoke the gener ell court of the province at Salem, on the 
5th of the same month. Before the arrival of this latter day, '; 
however, he issued his proclamation, forbidding that assembly. 

I 

The members, nevertheless, convened on the appointed <.lay, i 

and adjourned to Concord, where, after electing John Han
cock for their president, they further adjourned to meet at I 

, I 

Carubridge, on the 17th instant. At the latter place, they i 
proceeded to exercise the powers of government, and to take 
the necessary measures for placing the province in a state of 

I , 

I 
I' defence. They appointed a committee' of safety, and a com- I 

mittee of supplies. One fou~th of the militia were ordered to I , I 
be enlisted as minute men, to be frequently drilled, and held II , 
in readiness for service at a minute's warning. 

In other colonies also, before the close of the year, the 
note of preparation was heard. The horizon every day be
came more lowering; and as its darkness thickeneu, the 
activity an<.l vigilance of the colonists increased. 

The British parliament met on. the 29th of November. 
The moderation evinced by the congress at Philadelphia had 
encouraged the mass of the American people to hope, that 

• 

on the meeting of that body, conciliatory measures would be 
adopted, so as to restore peace and harmony between the two 

• 

countries. Similar sentiments were entertained by the 
friends of America, in England. They saw nothing in the 
proeeedings of the American congress, in their resolution~, 
manifestoes, or addresses, to which an Englishman, proud of 
his birthright, could justly object. It now remained with the I 

British government to adopt a plan of reconciliation, or to I 

Jose the affections of the colonies forever. 
The tone of his majesty's speech, on the opening 'of the 

session, was unexpectedly lofty, and gave little encourage
ment to the hopes of r~conci1iation. After alluding to the 
spirit of disobedience wllich was abroad in his American 
colonies, and to the daring resistance to law which charac
terized the people of Massachusetts, he informed parliament 
of his firm determination to resist every attempt to impair the 
supreme authority of parliament, throughout the dominions 
of the crown. 

, 
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To the mind of Lonl Chatham, 110 ohject, at this time, 
seemed more important, than the restoration of peace between 
the two countries. The period had arl'il'ed, wIlen a recflllC'i· 
liation must take place, if ever such an eH~nt could be effected. 
lIenee, on the assembling of parliament, after the usual reCCtis. 
January 20th, 1775, when the minister hau laid the papers 
relating to America before the house, 1 .. oru Chatham rose, and -
moved, ., that an humble address be presented to his majl'sty, 
to direct the removal of his Il1njesty's troops from BostO'I, in 
oruer to open the way towards a settlement of the <lang( .-ous 
troubles in America." 

• "~Iy lords," says Chatlmm, "these papers "co.n Amf rica, 
I now laid by the administration for the first time before your 
I lordships, have been, to my knowledge, five or six weeks in 

the pocket of the minister. And notwithstanding the fate of 
this kingdom hangs upon the event of this great controversy, 
we are but this moment called to a consideration of this im
portant subject. 

"My lords, I do not wish to look into one of these parers. 
I know their contents, wel1 enough, already. I know, that 
there is not a member in this house, but is acquainted with 
their purport, also. There ought, therefore, to be no delay 
in entering upon this matter. 'Ve ought to proceed to it im
mediately. We ought to seize the first moment to open the 
door of reconciliation. The Americans will never be in a 
temper or state to be reconciled they ought not to be till 
the troops are withdrawn. The troops are a perpetual irrita
tion to those people; they are a bar to all confidence, and all 
cordial reconcilemen t. 

"The way," he said, " must be immediately opened for 
reconciliation. It will soon be too late. I know not who 
advised the present measures; I know not who advises to 
a perseverance and enforcement of them; but this I will say, 
that whoever a(hrises them, ought to answer for it at his 
utmost peril. I know that no one will avow that he advised, 
or that he was the author of these measures; everyone shrinks 
from the charge. But somebody has advised his majesty to 
these measures, and if he continues to hear such evil coun .. 
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seBOl'S, his majesty will be undone. His majesty may, indeed, 
wear his crown, but the American jewel out of it, it will not 
be worth the wearing. '.Yhat more shall I say? I must 
not say, the ldng is betrayed; but this I will say, the nation i 

is ruined. 'Vha! fOlll1tlation have we for our claims over I 

America? 'Vhat is our right to persist in such cruel and I 
vindictive measures, against that loyal, respectable people? 

"My lords, deeply impressed with the importance of 
taking some healing measures, at this most alarming, dis
tracted state of our ufIhirs, though bowed down with a cruel ! 

, 

disease, I have crawled to this house, to give you my best . 
counsel and experience: and my advice is, to beseech his i 
majesty to withdraw his troops. This is the best I can thinl{ 
of. It will cOllvince America, that you mean to try her cause, 
in the spirit, and by the laws of freedom and fair inquiry, and 
not by codes of blood. How can she now trust you, with 

world, now, to believe you mean her death or bondage. 
Thus entered on t~lC threshol~ of this business, I will knock I 
at your gates for Justice, without ceasing, unless inveterate Ii 

, I 

infirmities stay my hand. My lords, I pledge myself never i' 
I 

to leave this business. I will pursue it to the end in every I 

shape. I will never fail of my attendance on it, at every step 

bed by the severity of disease. :M:y lords, there is no time 
to be lost; every moment is big with dangers. Nay, while 

I I am now speaking, the decisi ve blow may be struck, and 

of blood will make a wound, that will not easily be skinned 
over. Years, perhaps ages, will not heal it: it will be im
medicabile vulnus: a wound of that rancorous, malignant, 
corroding, festering nature, that in all probability, it will 
mortify the whole body. Let us then, my lords, sct to this 
bm~iness in earnest! not take it up by bits and scraps, as I 

formerly, just as exigencies pressed, without any regard to 
general relations, connexions, and dependencies. I would 
not, by any thing I have said, my lords, be thought to encou
rage America to proceed beyond the right line. I reprobate 
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an acts of violence by her mobility. But when her inherent 
consti tutional righ ts are invaded, those rights she has an cquitn
Hcc1aim to enjoy by the fundamental laws of the English con
stitution, and which are cngrafted thereon by the unalterable 
laws of nature; then I own myself an American, and feeling my
self such, shall to the verge of my life vindicate thosd rights 
against all men, who strive to trample upon, or oppose them." 

This motio"} of Lord Chatham, oflered not less from a re
gard to the welfare of England, than from a conviction of her 
impolitic and cruel oppression of the colonists, and sup
ported hyall the eloquence of which that distinguished ora
tor W~IS master, was, nevertheless, rejected by a !arge majori
ty. Although thus defeated, he was still determineu, if pos
sible, to sa\'e his country from the evils which his prophetic 
glance saw in certain prospect, unless they should be timely 
averted. Hence, shortly afterwards, he int.roduced into par
liament his conciliatory biJI. 'Vhile this bill maintained the 
dependence of the colonies upon the imperial crown, and the 
right of parliament io make laws to bind them in all cases, 
touching the general interests of the British empire, it declared 
that that body lmd no right to tax the colonies without their 
toIlSent. 

To such a proposition the ministry were not prepared to 
listen. They were determined to admit no bill, which had 
for its object the relinquishment of any of their favourite doc~ 
trines, or which, by implication, should impeach the wisdom 
or justice of the course they had pursued. Nay, they had 
now formed their plan, and were prepared to announce it. 
Coercion was to be their motto, until, in the spirit of sub
mission, America should lay herself down at their feet. 

In accordance with the above declaration, a bill was soon 
after pasEed by the parliament, restricting the trade of the 
colonies of Massachusetts, Connecticut, New-Hampshire, and 
Rhode Island, to Great Britain, Ireland, and the West Indies, 
and prohibiting their carrying on any fisheries on the banks of 
Newfoundland, and other places for a limited time. The 
same restrictions were soon after extended to all the colo-

• 

nies, represented in the congress at Philadelphia, with the 
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exrcption of New-York and North Carolina. Dy these re i. 
stdctions, it was thought to starve the colonics into obedi- .; 
ence and submission, from a mistaken apprehension that 
the people were dependeIlt upon the fisheries for their sup· 
port. 

, , .. . , 
It was a general uno.erstano.ing among the colonists, that! 

hostilities should not be commenceo. by them. It was, indeeu, : 
I 

apparent, that the day of blood was not far uistant, but that Ii 
blood was to be first shed by the hands of the English. In: 

, 

the mean time, they were not inactive in the work of prepa· 

• 
ration. The munitions of war were collected and stored at · 
ditTerent points, as necessity ano. safety seemed to require. 
Among the places of deposite in ~Iassachusetts, were 'Vor
ccster and Concoru, and thither considerable stores of arms 
and provisions had been conveyed. 

In the mean tIme, the vigilance of General Gage was not 
abated. Excited by the loyalists, who had persuaded him ; 
that he would find no resistance from the cowardice of the 
patriuts, he resolved to send a few companies to Concoru, 
in a secret manner, to seize the military stores deposited 

• 

there; and either to transport them to Boston, or to destroy'. 
, 

them. Aceordingly, on the evening of the 18th of April, 1775, : 
• 

a detachment moved from Boston for this purpose, and the: 
next day occurred the memorable battle of Lexington, in: 

• 

which the British were the aggressors, by first firing on the .~ 

militia collected at that place.; 
• 

The details of this opening scene of the revolutionary war :; 
are toe. well known, to require a recital in this place. Re.:! 

• I 

pulsed, harassed, and fatigued, the British, with no inconsi· ;i 
derable loss, returned to Boston, after having accomplished: 

- their object. Ii 
. ' I 

in session at Watertown, ten miles distant from Boston. They:, 
immediately resolved that a levy of thirteen thousand men [' , 
should be made. At the same time, the treasurer was directed II 
to borrow l00,OOOl. for the use of the province; and they de· \1 

elared the citizens were absolved from all obligations of obe- jl 

tlience to Governor Gage. As the news of the battle of \ 
I 
I 
-. -- . 

, , , 
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Lexillg-tnll sp\'e:lll rolilld tll(, rOI!lilry, 11 111li rCl's:d arthur ill
flamed tile mind:, 1)1" Ill!' i:tll:d~itilil:~:; all!} :-;horlh- aftcr, w(:r(' 

• 

a:;s('llIbled, ill the lH'i!.!hLourlllloll (If B",~:()II. thir!,- thou~:.lIId 
, -

1TIl'1l, r (':u ! r, s h till I d () (' ('a s i I ) II no q II i r t' , L () tl 0 j lI::it ire t L' tl : e ill-
scI\"(' 5 and I It e i I' (' II U II tIT. 

• , 

In thi:; critical state of pulllir aflitir:'l, COIl!!1'ess l1![aill a~ls('m-
},]('(1 at Philad(·Jpltia, on tile 10tll or -,ray. An ofli;·ial ac('oull! 
of the lat(' ng-:2,Tc:;sioIlS of lJi:-; llliljf'!"ly's troop:; in Jlassuchn
sclts, \\"lIS ~()Oll aftl'!" laid before them; upon wJ:irh it was 
unanimously n~s(llred to placc the coloni(·s in a state of de
fellre. To the colony of New-Yor!i, which had solicitcil the 

• 
a(h-ice and direction of ('on~rcss, in antic.ipation of the spN>dy 
arrival of foreigll troop,;;, they recommended a cour:-:c of action 
cntirc1y on the dcfensi,·c. They were, howe\'er, 'Hlri~cd to 
remove all military stores, nnd to provide a place of rc
treat. for their women and children; to hold themselv('s ill 
readilH'ss for the pr ~ction of the city; amf, in the cvent of 
hostilities, to meet the clwmy with promptness and dccif-'ion. 

To some of thc lllcmhers of cOl1gres~, it appcarcu dc~irnhlc 
to make yet anotlH'r attempt at reconciliation with the British 
government. J llstiee, indced, req uirrd no sl1ch au nmee; a Ild 

• 

by many the measure was considered only as a work of :-lIpe-
rerogation. TllCY were willing, however, while raising the 
sword with one hand, to exf.end the olive branch with the 
other; and, though drivcn to the necessity of forcibly vindi
cating their rights, they were still disposed to secure theIll, 
if possible, by a firm remonstrance. Yicllwng, therefore, to 
the pacific wishes of several members, they prepared an ael
flrcss to the king, by way of solemn appeal, and a second ad
dress to the people of Great Britain. 

, 7 

Towards the king, th('y yet used the hmguage of loyalty 
and aficction; and assured him, notwithf;taIllling the injmi(·g 
they had sllstained,· and the grievous oppressions uncleI' which 
they were suffering, the.~· still wished for peace; rind if re
dressed in respect to their wrong!l, and secm'cd in the just 
rights of subjects, they would manifest towards him all the 
atlec.1ion and devotion which a sovereign could require. 

In their address to the inhabitants of Great Britain, after 
6 
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recapitulating former injuries, and stating more recent acts of 
hostility: they ask: "Can the uescellliallts of Britain tamely 
submit to this? No, we never will; while we revcre the me· 
mory of our gallant and virtuous anccstors, wc novel' can sur
rCl1Iler those glorious privileges for which they fought, hIed, 
and con1lllcred. Admit that your fleets and armies can destroy 
our towns, and ravage our coasts: Ihese are inconsillerablc 
objects, things of no moment, to men whose bosoms glow 
with the ardour of liberty. 'Ye can retire beyond the reach 
of your na"y, and, without any sensihle diminution of the 
necessaries of lift', enjoy a luxury which, from that period, YOll 

will want the luxury of being free." They l.lgaill repel the 
dmrg-e of aiming at independence: 

"Our enemies," say they, "charge us with sedition. In 
what dues it consist? In our refusal to submit to unwarrant
able acts of injustice and cruelty? If so, 1'11ow us a pcrilH.l in 
your history in which you have not oeell Cll'lUlly seditious. 

"'Ve are accused of aiming at independence; but how is 
this accusation supported! By the allegations of your minis
ters, not by our actions. Abused, insulted, and contemned, 
what steps have we pursued to obtain redress? 'Ye have 
carried our dutiful petitions to the throne. 'Ye have applIed 
to your justice for relief. 'Ve have retrenched our luxury, 
and withheld our trade. . 

• 

"The advantages of our commerce were dcsigned as a com
pensation for your protection: when you ceased to protect, 
for what were we to compensate? 

" \Vhat has been the success of our endeavours? The cle
mency of our sovereign is unhappily diverted; our petitions 
are treateu with indignity; our prayers answered by insults. 
Our application to you remains unnoticed, and leaves us the 
melancholy apprehension of your wanting either the will, or 
the power, to assist us." 

After reminding them, that the loss of libert) America 
would only be a prel,HIe to its loss in Great Britain, they con
clude: "A cloud hangs over your head and ours; ere thIS 
reaches you, it may probably burst upon us; let us then, (be 
fore the remembrance of former kindness is obliterated,) once 
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more reprat these appellations. which arc cyrr gratefll1 to ollr 

cars; let us entreat heav(,11 to a,'('l't 0111' rllill, and the d('stl'uc
tioll that threatens our friend~, brethren, and (,()lIl1trnlJ(~Il, Oil 

• 

the other side of the Atlalltic." 
Haring thus done all which the Illo:-;t scrupulous consciC'llce 

could demand, congress proceeded to adopt mea;';lII't's to plilCC 

the country in a proper attituue of dcfenc{', by organizing an 
army, and appointing the IIC", ~i~l\ry military o1licers. On the 
15th of June, George 'Vashington, by the ullitclI "oice of 
('ongrC'ss, was appointed comlllander-in-chief of the army 
thell raised, or to be ruiseu, for the ddcnce of American li
berty. 

"Tashington was, at tltat timr, a membcr of congrcss, and 
in a measure prepared to decide on the important question of 
acceptance. On the day following', he appeared in the llOuse, 
and, standing in his place, said, that he tllanked congress for 
the honour they had conferred upon him; but that he felt 
great distress, from a consciousness that his abilities and mi
litary experience were not equal to the extensive and il11por~ 
tant tIust; "however, as the congress desire it, I will ruter 
upon the momentous duty, and exert every power I pO;,i~:css 

in their service, and for the support of the glorious c.Hlse. I 
beg they wiII dccept my most cordial thanks for this tlistin
guished testimony of their approbation. 

" But lest some unlucky event should l.appen, unfavourable 
to my reputation, I beg it may be remembered by every gen
tleman in the room, that I this day Jeclare, with the utmost 
sincerity, I do not think myself equal to the command I am 
honoured with. 

" As to pay, sir, I beg leave to af:1sure the congress, that as 
no pecuniary consideration could have tempted me to accept 
this arduous employment, at the expense of my domestic case 
and happiness, I do not "dsh to make any profit from it; I will 
keep an exact account of my expenses. These, I doubt not, 
they will discharge, and that is nIl I desire." 

During the winter of 1776, the subject of a DECLARATION 

OF lI'ODEPENDENcE, occupied the attention of many men in 
all}Jarts of the country. The ablest pens also were emploved 
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on this momentous subject. The 1>ropl'iety and necessity of 
the measure was enforced ill the numerOllS gazettes, and in 
pamphlets. Among the latter, Common Sense, from the 

I 

popular pen of Thoillas Paine, produced a wonderful effect I 
in the different colonies in favoUl' of indelJendence. Influen- I 
tial indiddual::; urged it as a step absolutely necessary to pre
serve the rights and liberties of America, and effectually 
secure her happiness and prosperity. 

In the ensuing spriilg, several of the colonies, by means oi 
their assemblies, expressed their sentiments in favour of in
dependence, and instructed their delegates in the general con
gress to propose to that respectable body, to declare the 

. united colonies free and independent states. 
On the seventh of June, Richard Henry Lee, one of the 

delegates from Virginia, brought the great question ofiudepen
dence before the house, by submitting the following resolu
tion: H That these united colonies are, and of right ought to I 

be, free and independent states; that. they are absolved from 
all allegiance to the British crown, and that all political con
nexion between them and the state of Great Britain is, and 
ollght to be, totally dissolved." I 

Thili resolution was postponed until the next day, when it 
• 

was debated in committee of the whole. On the 10th, It was I 

greater unanimity, the resolution was p\.lstponcd in the house, ! 
until the first of July. In the mean time, a committee, consist
ing of Mr. Jefferson, John Adams, Dr. Franklin, Mr. Sher
mnn, and R. R. Livingston, was appointed to· prepare a 
dec1aration of independence •. The committee thus appointed, 
selected Mr. Adams and Mr. Jefferson, as a sub-committee • 

• 

The draft made by Mr. Jefferson, was the one reported to 
congress. It was discussed on the second, and third, and 

. fourth days of tbe month, in committee of the 'whole; and on 
the last of those days, being reported from that committee, it 
received the final approbation and ,of·congress. It 
was ordered at the same time, that copies be sent to the seve
ral states, and that it be proclaimed at the head of the army. 
The declaration ,thus published, did not bear tbe names of the 
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members, for as yet It had not been signed by them. It wa.~ 
authenticated, like other papers of the congress, by the signa
hIres of the president and secretary. On the 19th of JEiy, 
as appears by the secret journal, congress" Resolved, That 
the declaration, passed on the fourth, be fairly engrossed on 
parchment, with the title and style of' The unanimous decla
ration of the thirteen United States of America;' and that the 
same, when engrossed, be signed by every member of con
gress." And on the second day of August' following, the 
declaration being engrossed and compared at the table, was 
signed by the members. 

The declaratioll thus adopted; and which gave birth to a 
ne\v empire, was as follows: 

" W HEN~ in the course Jlf human events, it becomes ne
I cessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which 

have connected them with another,-and to assume, among 
i the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to 
I which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, 

a decent respect to the opinions of mankind, requires that 
they should declare the causes which impel them to the 

• separatIon. 
" 'Ve hold these truths to be self-evident: that all-men 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these 
rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving 'their 
just powers from the consent of the governed; that when
ever any form of government becomes destructive of these 
ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and 
to jnstitute a new government, laying its foundation on such 
principles, and organizing its powers in' such form; as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happi-
ness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate, long 
established should not be changed for· and 
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that 
mankind are more disposed to suft'er while evils are 
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11le, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which 
they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a 
design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their 
rig'ht, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to 
provide' new guards for their future security. Such has 
been the patient sufferance of these colonies; and such is 
now the necessity which constrains them to alter thcir 
former systems of government. The history of the present 
king of Great Britain, is a history of repeated injuries and 
usurpations, all having in direct object the establi~hment of 
an absolute tyr:lYlllY over these states. To prove this, let 
facts be submitted to a candid world. 

" He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome 
and necessary for the public good. 

"He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate 
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation, 
till his assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, 
he has utterly neglected to attend to them. He has refused 

• 

to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts 
of people, unless those people would relinquish the right 01 
represent? ~ion in the legislature a right inestimable to them, 
and formidable to tyrants only. 

"He has caned together legislative bodies at places unusual, 
uncomfortable, and distant from the repository of their pub
lic records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into com
pliance with his measures. 

" He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, fOl 
opposing, with manly firmness, his invasions on the rights of 
the people. 

" He has refused, for a long time after such dissolutions, to 
cause others to be elected; wb: ~ eby the l~gislative powers, ' 
mcapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at 
large, for their exercise, the state remaining, in the mean I 

time, exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, 
and . within . 
• 
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" He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these 
states, for that purpose obstructillg the laws for naturaliza
tion of foreigners; refusing to pass others to enconra~e tl....~·ir 

'--' -
migration hither, and raising the conditions of new appropria-
tions of lands. 

" He has obstructed the administration of justice, by re
fusing his assent to laws for establishing juuiciary powers. 

" He has made judges dependent on his will alom:5 for the 
tenure of their ofiices, and the amount and payment of their 
salaries. 

"He has erected a multitude of n.:w offices; and sent 
hither s'warms of officers, to harass our p~ople, ~md eat out 
their substance. 

" Hc has kept among us, in times of peace, E.tanding ar
mies, without the consent of our legislatures. 

" He has affected to render the military independent 0[, 

amI superior to, the civil power. 
" He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdic

tion foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by 
our laws ; giving his assent to their acts of pretended leg-is
lation : 

" For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us : 
"For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment 

for any murders which they should commit on the inbabi-
. tants of these states: 

" For cutting off our trade with aU parts of the world: 
"For imposing taxes on us without our consent: 
"For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial 

by jury: 
" For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretend

ed offences : 
" For abolishing the free system of English laws in a 

neighbouring province, establishing therein an arbitrary go
vernment, and enlarging its bouudari('s, so as to render it at 
once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same 
absolute rule into these colonies· 
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"For taking away our charters, abolishing our most 
valuable laws, and altering, fundamentally, the forms of our 
governments: 

"For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring 
themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases 
whatsoever. 

" He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out 
of his protection, and waging war against us. 

" He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt 
our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 

" He is at this time transporting large hrmies of foreign 
mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, and 

. tyranny, already begun, with circumstances of cruelty and 
perfidy, scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and I, 

I : totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. : 
" He has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on · 

the high seas, to bear arms against their country, to become 
the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall 
themselves by their hands. 

" He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and 
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers 
the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare 
IS an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and con-
ditions. 

• 

" In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned 
for redress in the most humble terms: our repeated petitions 
have be~n answered only by repeated injury. A prince, 
whose character is thus marked by every act which may 
define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

"Nor haye we been wanting in attentions to our British 
brethren. W ehave warned them, from time to time, 
of f\ttcmpts by their legislature to extend ~m unwarrantable 
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the cir
cumstances of our emigration and settlement here. "\\T e 
have appealed to their native justice 'and magnanimity, and· 
we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred 

• 
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, to disavow these usurpations, which woultl incvitaLly illtel'-
I 
I rupt our connexions and correspundence. They too have 
! been deaf to the voice of justice and of eonsallguinity. \" e 
I 
i must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which denounces 
, 
I utll' separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mau-
I kind ,enemies in war, in peace friends. 
I 

, ,. \Ve, therefore, the representatives of the United States of -
America, in general congress assembled, appealing to the 

i Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our inten.-
I tions, do, in the name and by the authority of the good peo

ple of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare, that 
these united colonies are, and of right oug-ht to be, free amI 
independent states; that thcy are abso 1ved from all alle-

• , 

I 
I 
• 

I , , 

I 
• , , 
I , 
, 
I 
I . , giaaee to the British crown, and that all political connexioll 

between them and the state of Great Britain is, and ought to 
be, totally dissolved; and that, as frce and independent 
states, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, 
contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other ~ 

, , 

, , 
• 
• 

I 

I 
• 

acts and thing~, which independent states may of rioo-ht do. ! 
I 

And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliaBl.e !: , 
I ' 

on the protection of Divine Pl~vidence, we mutually pledge :' 

hl)nour" 
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JOHN HANCOCK. ' 

• 

TIlE events leading to th6" declaration of independence, 
which have been rapidly passed in review, in the preceding 
pages, have l,;;:ought us to the more particular ,notice of those 
distinguish.ed men, who signed their names to that instrument, 
and thus i~..;ntifie(l themselves with t1111 glory of this Ameri-

" 

can republic. " - . ", _ " 
If the world has seldom,vitnessed a' train of events of a - - . " 

, '" 

more novel and" interesting ~haracter, than those which led 
to the declaration 0" Ameri~lmilldepelldericet 1t has,' perhaps, 
never seen a body of men, placed in a more difficult and res
ponsible situation, than were the signers of that instrument. 
And certainly, the world has never witnessed a more brilliant 
exhibition of political wisdom, or a brighter example of firm
ness and courage. 

The first instant. the American colonies gave promise of 
future importance and respectability, the jealousy of Great Bri
taiu was excited, and the counsels of her statesmen were em
ployed to keep them in humble subjection. This was the object, 
wllCn royalty grasped at their charters; when restrictions 
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were laid upon their commerce and manufactures ~ when, by 
taxation, their resources were attempteu to be withdrawn, and 
the doctrine inculcated, that it was rebellion for them to think 
and act for themselves. 

It was fortunate for the Americans, that they llIHh.H'stood 
thtir own rights, and had the courage to aSJert t.hem. But 
t:HIl at. the time of the declaration of independence, just as 
was the cause of thJ colonies, it was doubtful how the contest 
would terminate. The chance of eyentual success was against 
them. Less than three millions of pcopie constituted t.heir 
papulation, and these were scattered over a widely ex· 
tenucu territory. They were divided into colonies, which 
nad no political character, and no other bond of union than 
common sufferings, common danger, and common necessities. 
They had no veteran army, no na"y, no arscnnls filled with 
the munitions of war, and no fortilications on their extended 
coast. They had no overflowing treasuries; but in the out· 

o 

set, were to depend upon loans, taxation, and voluntary con· 
tributions. 

Thus circumstanced, could success in such a contest be rca· 
sonably anticipated? eouid they hope to compE::te with the 
parent country, whose strength was consolidated by the lapse 
of centuries, and to whose wealth and power so many mil· 
lions contributed? That country directed, in a great measure, . 
the destinies of Europe: her influence extended to every . 
quarter of Lhe wQrld. Her armic":' were trained to the art of : 

• 

war; her navy rode in triumph or,~ ~very sea; her statesmen . 
were subtle and sagacious; her generals skilful and practised. 
And more than all, her pride was aroused by the fact, that all • 
Europe was an interested spectator of the scene, and was i 

urging her 'forward to vindicate the policy she had adopted, : 
and the principles which she had advanced. i 

• • 

But what will not union and firmness, valour and patriotism, ! 
• 

accomplish? 'Vhat will not faith accomplish? The colonies: 
were, indeed, aware of the crisis at which they had arrived. i 

They saw the precipice upon which they stood. National i 

existence was nt stal~e. Life, and liberty, and peace, were at i 
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but of the unnumbcrcu millions which \\'crc yet to be born. 
'1'0 heaven they could, with pious conJidencc, maliC their 
solemn appeal. They trusted. in the arm of Hnr, who had 
planted their fathers in this distant land, and besought II Dl to 
guide thc mell, who in llis providence were called to preside 
o\,er their public councils. 

It was fortunatc for them, and equally fortunatc for the 
cause of rational liberty, that the delegatcs to the congress of 
1770, were adcquate to the great work which devohrcu upon 
lh'-Ill. They were not popular favourites, brought into notice 
during a season of tumult and \'iolence; nor men cllosell ill 
lillles of tralHpliIlity, when nuthing is to be apprchended from 
a mistaken selection. " But they wcre men to wh(}m others 
llIight cling in times of peril, and luok up tu in the revolu
tioll of empircs; men whose countenances in marble, as on 
canrass, may be dwelt upon by after ages, as the history of 
tll" timps." Thcy were legislators and senators by birtJI, 
rai:H'tl up by heavrn for the accomplishment of a special and 
important object; to rescue a people 'groaning under oppres
sion; and. with the aid of their illustrious compeers, destined 
to establish rational liberty on a new basis, in an American 
repuhlic. 

They, too, well knew the responsibility of their station, 
antI the fate which awaited themselves, if not their country, 
should their experiment fail. They came, therefore, to the 
question of a dedaration of independence, like men who 
had counted the cost; prepared to rejoice, without any 
unholy triumph, should God smile upon the transaction, 
prepared also, if defeat should follow, to lead in the way to 
martyrdom. 

A signature to the declaration of independence, without 
reference to general views, was, to each individual, a personal 

• 
consideration of the most momentous import. It would be 
regarded in England as treason, and eXTlose any man to the 
hah ~r or the block. The only signature, which exhibits in
dications ofa trembling hand, is that of Stephen Hopkins, whe 
had been afflicted with the palsy. In this work of treason, 
Juhn Hancock led the way, as president of the congress, aud by 
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the force Wilh which he wrote, he seems to ha\'c determineu 
thn this llamc shouhl neycr be erased. '" 

This ~l'ntlrmall, who, from his conspicuous station in the 
continental congress of 1770, claims our first notice, was 
'oom in the town of Quincy, in the state of Massachusctlf!, in 
the year 1737. Both hi::; father and grandfather were clergy-
1111'Il, di;.;tinguished for great del'otion to the duties of their 
prufcf'sion, amI for the happy influcnce which they exercised 
UHr those to whom they ministered. Of his father ;t, is re
corded,' that he evinced no cowmon devotion to learning-, to 

~ 

which cause he rendrred essential scrvice, by the patronage 
dml he gn,'c to the literary institutions of his nuth'c state. 

, 

Of so judicious a counsellor, young Hancock was deprived, 
while yet a child, but happily he "as adopted by a paternal 
uncle', Thoma::; Hancock, the most opulent merchant in Bos
ton, and the most enterprising in N cw-Ellglnnd. ~Ir. Thomas 
Hancock was a man of enlarged "iews; and was distinguished 
by hi:-; liberality to scyeral institutions, especially to Har .... ard 
cullege, ill which he founded a professorship, and in wbose ' 
library his name is still conspicuous as a principal benefactor. 

Dllder the patronage of thc uncle, thc nephew received a 
liberal education in the abo,-e university, where he was 
gratluated in 1754. During his collegiate course, though res
pectable as a scholar, he was in no wise distinguished, and at 
that time, gave little promise of the eminence to which he af- , 

, 

terwards arrived. 
, 

On leaving college, he was entered as a clerk in the count
ing house of his uncle, where he continued till 1760 ; at which : 
time he visited England, both for the purposes of acquiring 

, 

information, and of becoming personally acquainted with the " 
distinguished correspondents of his patron. In 1764, he re, 

, 

turned to America; shortly after which his uncle died, leaving i 
- , 

to his nephew his extensive mercantile concerns, and his : , 
princely fortune, then the largest estate in the province. :' 

To a young man, only twenty-seven, this sudden possession ; 
I, 
I ' 
I 

'" The pcn, with which these signatures wcre made, has been preserved, j: 
and is nuw in t.he caLinci of the ~lassn.chu:3ctt3 Historical Society. '; 
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"I' \\"('a11h was full of d3nger; and to not a few would }wye 
pro\·cd their ruin But Hancock became neither gicld.\-, aI"

I"P!,!"ant, nor proflig-ate ; and he continued his former course of -
I (,~\I1arity, industry, and moderation. ~Iany depcndrd t!}JOn 

llim, as they had done upon his uncle, for empluymcnt. 'fo 
these he was ldnd and liberal; while in his mure extei1!kd 
and complicated commercial transactions, he muintailleu a 
high reputation for honour and integrity. 

The possession of wealth, adLled to the upright and honour
able character which he sustained, naturally ga\'f~ him infln 
ence in the community, and rendered him c\"en popular. In 
1766, he was placed by the suffrages of his fcIIow cit.izens in 
the lcqislature of Massachusetts, and this e,-ent seems to hayc 

~ 

giren a direction to his future eareef. 
He thus became associated with such indidduals as Otis, 

Cushing, and Samuel Adams, men of great political distinc 
lion. acute discrimination, and patriotic feeling. In such all 
atmosphere, the genius of Hancock brightened rapidly, and 
he soon became conspicuous among his di~tinguished col
leagues. It has, inueed, been asserteu, that in force of genius, 
he was inferior to many of his contemporaries; but honoura 
ble testimony was gi,'en, both to the purity of his principles, 

• 

alIa the excel1cnce of his abilities, by his frequent nominatiun 
to committees, whose deliberations deeply involved the wel
fare of the community. ' 

The arri .. al of a vessel belonging to i\'1r. Hancock, in the 
year 1168, which was snid to be loaued contrary t.o the 
ren'nue laws, has nlreauy been noticed in our introduction. 

• 

This vessel was seized by the custom-house ofiicers, and placed 
under the guns of the Romney, at that time ill the harbour, 
for security. The seizure of this vessel greatly exasperated 
the people, and in their excitement, theyassaulteJ the revenue 
officers with "iolence, and compelled them to seek their safety 
on board the armed vessel, or in a neighbouring castle. The 
boat of the collector was destroyed, and se"cral houses be
longing to his partisans were razed to their foundation. 

In these proceedings, Mr. Hancock himself was in no wise 
engaged; and he probably condemned them as rash and un-

• , • • 2 LCd !,as 

, 
• 
• , 

• , 
• 

• , 

, 
I 
• • 
, 
• 

• • • , 
• , 
• 
, , 
• 
I 

)' 
I 
I 

• 
• , 
, 

I 

, 
I ' 

• 

I 
I . 
• 

I 

• , 
I 

I 

• 
I , , , 
, 
• 

j 



-

r- --.:.:'-=====-================--==-=-====-=====--=-=====-===:::-; , I 

, 

I 
I 
I 
I 

, 

I 

, 
[ 
I 

76 nlAssACllUSETTS DELEGATION. 
, 

warrantable. But the transaction contriblltcu greatly to bring 
him into notice, anu to increase his popularity. • , 

! I 
This, and several similar occurrences, serveu as a pretext tol 

regiments of British troops; a measure which was fitted more II 

than all others to irritate the inhabitants. Frequent colli· i 
siuns, as might be expected, soon happened between the sol· 
diers and the citizens, the former of whom were insolent, and i 
tJle latter independent. These contentions not long after 
broke out into acts of violence. An unhappy instance of this 
violence occurred on the eyening of the 5th of March, 1110, " 
at which time, a small party of British soldiers was assailed I 

by several of the citizens, with balls of snow, and other , 
weapons. The citizens were fired upon by order of the com. I 

manding officer: a few were }{illed, and several others were I 
wounded. 

Although the provocation, in this instance, was given by 
the citizens, the whole town was simultaneously aroused to I 

seek redress. At the instigation of Samuel Adams, and Mr. 
Hancock, an assembly of the citizens was convened the fol· 
lowing day, and these two gentlemen, with some others, were 
appointed a committee to demand of the governor the re
moval of the troops. Of this committee, Mr. Hancock was 
the chairman. 

A few days after the aboye affray, which is usually termed 
" the Boston massacre," the bodies of the slain were buried 
with suitable demonstrations of public grief. In commemo
ration of the event, Mr. Hancock was appointed to deliver an 
address. After spealdr.g of his attachment to a righteous 
government, and of his enmity to tyranny, he proceeded in I 
the following animated strain: "The town of Boston, ever I 
faithful to the British crown, has been invested by a Dritish 
fleet; the troops of George the third have crossed the Atlantic, 
not to engage an enemy, but to assist a band of traitors in 
trampling on the rights and liberties of his most loyal subjects; 
those rights and liherties, which, as a father, he ought ever to 
regard, and as a king, he is bound in honour to defend from 
violation, even at the risk of his own life. 
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"These troops, lIpon their first arri\'aI, took ros~('ssioll of 
our senate house, pointed their cannon against the judgment 
hall, and e\'en contillued tht'm there, whilst tllc slIpreme court 
of the province was actually sitting to dccide llPun the lives 
and furtunes of the king's subjects. Our streets nightly re
soun(lccl with the noise of their riot und dehanc1lcIT; our 

• 

pcacdul citizens were hourly exposed to shameful insults, and 
often felt the effects of their violence and outra!!c. But this 

'-
was not all; as though they thought it not enough to viulate 
our civil rights, they endeavoured to deprive us of the enjoy
ment of our religious privileges; to vitiate our morals, and 
thereby render us deserving of destruction. Hence the rude 
din of arms, which broke in upon your solemn deyotiOllH ill 
your temples, on that day hallowed by heaven, and set apart 
by God himself for his peculiar worship. Hence, impious oaths 
and blasphemies, so often tortured your unaccustomed ear 
Hrnce, all the arts which idleness and luxury coulJ. illYcnt, 
were used to betray our youth of one sex into extravagance 
and effeminacy, and of the other to infamy and ruin; and have 
they not succeeded but too well? Has not a reverence for 

• 
religion sensibly decayed? Have not our infants almost learn
ed to lisp ellrses, before they knew their horrid import? IIa "C 

not our youth forgotten t.hey were Americans, and regardless 
of the admonitions of the wise and aged, copied, ,,,ith a servile 
imitation, the frivolit.y and vices of their tyrants? And must I 
be compelleJ. to acknowledge, that even the noblest, f.1.ir· 
est part of a11 creation, have not entirely escaped their cruel 
snares? or why have I seen an honest father clothed with 
shame; why a virtuous mother drowned in tears? 

" But I forbear, and come reluctantly to the transactions of 
that dismal night, when in such quick succession we felt the 
extremes of grief, astonishment, and rage; when hcan'll in 
unger, for a dreadful moment suffered hell to take the reins; 
when satan, with his chosen band, opened the sluices of No\\"
England's blood, and sacrilegiously polluted our land with the 
dead bodies of her guiltless sons. 

"Let this sad talc of death never be told, without a tear; 
let not the heaving bosom cease to burn with a manly indigna-

7"* . ,.. ...... . 

, 
, 

I 
I 

, , , 

I 
I , 

I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I , 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

• 



.. 

78 !tlASSACHU8ETTS DELEGATION. 

tion at the relation of it, through the long tracks of future 
time; let every parent tell the shameful story to his listening 
children, till tears of pity ghsten in their eyes, or boiling pas
sion shakes their tender frames. 

" Dark and designing knaves, murderers, parricides! How 
dare you tread upon the earth, which has drunk the blood of 
slaughtered innocence shed by your hands? How dare you 
breathe that air, which wafted to the ear of heaven the groans 
of those who fell a sacrifice to your accursed ambition? -But 
if the labouring earth~doth not expand her jaws; if the air you 
breathe is not commissioned to be the minister of death; yet, 
hear it, and tremble! The eye of heaven penetrates the dark
est chambers of the soul; and you, though screened from 
human observation, must he arraigned, must lift your hands, 
red with the blood of those whose death you have procured, at 
the tremendous bar of God. -

"Dut I gladly quit this theme of ueath I would no! dwell 
too long upon the horrid effects, which have already fonowed, 
from quartering regular troops in this town; let our misfor
tunes instruct posterity to guard against these evils. Stand
mg armies are sometimes, (1 would by no means say general
ly, much less universally,) composed of persons who have 
rendered themselves unfit to live in civil society; who arc 
equally indifferent to the glory of a George, or a Louis; who 
for the addition of one penny a day to their wages, would de
sert from the Christian cross, and fight under the crescent of 
the Turkish sultan; from such men as these what has not a 
state to fear? With such as these, usurping Cresar passed the 
Rubicon; with such as these he humbled mighty Rome, and 
forced the mistress of the world to own a master in a traitor. 
These are the men whom sceptrcd robbers now employ to 
frustrate the designs of God, and render vain the bounties 
which his gracious hand pours indiscriminately upon his 
creatures." 

Previously' to this address, doubts had been entertained by 
-

some, as to the perfect patriotism of Mr. Hancock. It was 
said that the governor of the province had, either by studied 
civilities, or by direct overtures, endeavoured to attach him to 
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the royal cause. For a time insinuations of this derogatory 
character were circulated abroad, highly detrimental to his 
fame. The manners and habits of Mr. Hancock had, not a 
little, contributed to countenance the malicious imputations 
His fortune was princely. His mansion displayed the mag 
nificence of a courtier, rather than the simplicity of a repub 
lican. Gold and silyer embroidery adorned his garments. 
and on public occasions, his carriage and horses, and servants 
in livery, emulated the splendour of the English noLility. 
The eye of envy saw not this magnificence with indifference. 
nor was it strange that reports unfriendly to his' patriotic in
tegrity should have been circulated abroad; especially as from 
his wealth and fashionable intercourse, he had more con
nexion with the governor and his party than many others. 

The sentiments, however, expressed by Hancock in the 
above address, were so explicit and so patriotic, as to convince 
the most incredulous; and a renovation of his popularity waEl 
the consequence. 

Hancock, from this time, became as odious to the royal go· 
vernor and his adherents, as he was dear to the republican party. 
It now became an object of some importance to the royal go
vernor, to get possession of the persons of Mr. Hancock and 
Samuel Adams; and this is said to have been intended in the 
expedition to Concord, which led to the memorable battle of 
Lexington, the opening scene of the revolutionary war. Not
withstanding the secrecy with which that expedition was plan
ned, these patriots, who were at the tima members of the pro 
vincial congress at Concord, fortunately made their escape; 
but it was only at the moment the British troops entered the 
house where they lodged. Following this battle, Governor 
Gage issued his proclamation, offering a general pardon to all 
who should manifest a proper penitence for their opposition to 
the royal authority, excepting the above two gentlemen, whose 
guilt placed them beyond the reach of tIle royal clemency. 

In October, 1774, Hancock was unanimously elected to the 
presidential chair of the provincial congress ofMassarhusetts. 
The following year, the stiU higher honour of the presidency 
of the continental congress was conferred upon him. [n this 

-
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body, were men of superior genius, and of still greater expe
rience than Hancock. There were Franklin, and Jefferson, 

and superior political sagacity; but the recent proclamation 
of Governor Gage, proscribing Hancock and Adams, had 
given those gentlemen great popularity, and presented a suffi
cient reason to the continental congress, to express their re
spect for them, by the election of the former to the presiden
tial chair. 

I 

In this distinguished station Hancock continued till October, 
1777; at which time, in consequence of infirm health, induced 

I by an unremitted application to business, he resigned his 

dual, retired to his native province. 
Of the convp.ntion, which, about this time, was appointed to 

frame a constitution for the state of :Massachusetts, Hancock 
i I 

was a member. Under this constitution, in 1780, he was the I 

first governor of the commonwealth, to which office he was I 

annually elected, ulltil the year 1 iS5, when he resigned. I 

After an interval of two years, he was re-elected to· the same I 

office, in which he was continued to the time of his death, I 

which took place on the 8th of October, 1793, and in the 55th i 
year of his age. 

Of the character of Mr. Hancock, the limits which we have 
prescribed to ourselves, will permit us to say but little more. 
It was an honourable trait in that character, that while he pos
sessed a superfluity .of wealth, to the unrestrained enjoyment 
of lvhich he came at an unguarded period of life, he avoided 
excessive indulgence and dissipation. His habits, through 
life, were uniformly on the side of virtue. In his disposition 
and manners, he was kind and courteous. He claimed no 
superiority from hisauvantages, and manifested no arrogance 
on account of his wealth. . 

His enemies accused him of an excessive fondness ~or II 
popularity; to which fondness, envy and malice were not 
backward in ascribing his liberality on various occasions. 
Whatever may llave been the justice of such an imputation, 
many examples of the generosity of his character are record-
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/ eU. HUl1l11'eds of families, it is said, in times of distress, were 
, daily fed from his lllUl,lifkcnce. In promoting the liberties of 

1 or was willing to make greater sacrifices. An instance of his 
I 
I IHlblic spirit, in 17'15, is recorded, much to his praise. 

II 

i 

A t that t.ime, t~1C America.n army was besieging Boston, t.o 
(·xjJcl the British, who held possession of the town. To ac
e()lJ1plish this objec:t, the entire destruction of the city was 

I proposed by the American officers. By the execution of such 
il plan, the whole fortune of lUI'. Hancock would have been 
sacrificed. Yet he immediately acceded to the measure, de-

• 

tics of his country should require it. 
It is not less 11Onourable to the character of 1\'11'. Hancock, , 

• 

I lhat while wealth and independence powerfully tempted him to 
I 

a life of indolence, he devoted himself for many years,almost 
without intermission, to the most Jaboriolls senice of his 
country. l\1l,llevolence, during some periods of his public life, 
aspersed his character, and imputed t.o . hirri mot.ives of con
ducl to which h~ was a stranger. Full justice was done to 

• • 

his memory at his death, in the expressions of gr~ef and aflcc-
tion which were offered over his l'emains,-by the multitudes 

• 

: who thronged his house while his body lay in state, and who 
I 

followed l~is remains to the grave. " . 
• • 

I 
I 

II • 

• 
• • 

• 
• • 

• • • 
• 

• • 
• 
I 

I • . . " 

• • • 

I 
I 

SA1\-IUEL" ADAMS. 
I 
• 

and Were conspicuous in the revolution, there ('xisteu, of 
course, a great diversity of intellectual endowments; nor 

I di(l all render to their country, in those perilous days, the 
II same important services. Like the luminaries of hea,·en, 

each contributed his portion of influence; but, like them, they .. 
diil'ered, as stUI' diHereth from star in glory. But in the con-

L 
• 

I 

• 

I 
I 



I 

• 

• 

stl-Bation of gl'cat lllPll, whieh adorned that era, few shone 
. , . 

wilh Illore brillian!'y, or excrcisctl a more powerful mfiucnce, II • I , 
I 

tbn 11 Sam1lel Adams. :i . , 
, 

, 
I 
• 

1 
, I 

This gcnticman was born at Quincy, in Massachusetts, Sep. 

!('llIbcr Z2d, 1 ,'Z2, in thc neighbourhood afterwards rendered 
memorable as the birth place of Hancock, and as the resi· 

dellce of the distinguished family which has given two pre- ,I 

I 
; I , , 

, 
sidcnts to the United States. His descent was from are- " .. 
spectable family, which emigrated to America with the first ;1 

settlers of the land. Ij 
'I 

In the year 1736, he became a member of Harvard i! 
University, where he was distinguished for an uncommon , 

, 11 l' I}' t 'p and I'o~ 1,;S ~l~S-:~' I! a t ten tIOn to a lIS co e gla e cxerCHLS, u 1 1 111 ,",Ul ~ll;a, ' 
I 

and scientific attainments. On taking the degree of master,! 

it be lawful to resist the supreme magistrate, if the com- : 
monwealth cannot be othcrwise preserved 1" He main- ;1 

II 
tained the affirmative; and in this collegiate cxercise fur- :1 

nished no dubious evidence of his attachment to the liberties of 
. i 

f he l)eol)le. I 
On leaving the university, he began the study 01 law, for: 

which profession his falller designed him; but at the soIicita- ,I 
, 

tion of his mother, this pursuit was relinquished, and he be- ; 
• 

C:lme a clerk in the counting house of Thomas Cushing, at i 

that time a distinguished, merchant. But his genius was not ; 
I 

adapted to mercantile pursuits; and in a short time after I 

commencing business for himself, partly owing to the failure ;, 
in business of a friend, and partly to injudicious lnanagement, II 
he lost the entire capital which had been given him by his !I 
father. 'I 

The genius ~f Adams was naturally bent on politics. It I 

youth, he had felt its inspiration. It occupied his thoughts. I 

enlivened his cOll\'crsation, and employed his pen. In re
spect to his private business, this was an unfortunate trait of ! 
character; but most fortunate for his countrY, since he thus 

r 

acquired an extensi\re knowledge of those principles of ra· 

tional liberty, which he afterwards asserted with so much 

, 
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elll'rgy, in opposition to the arbitrary conduct of the British 
gort'rnll1Cllt. 

III 17n3 it was announccd, that the British ministry had it 
ill ril'w tLl " tax the colonies, for the purpose of raising a 
ff'relll1(', ,dlich was to be placed at the disposal of the 
crown." This ne\rs filled the colonies with alarm. In lUas--
S;j('lJlIsctt~, a copll1littee was appointed by the people of Bos-
ton to cxpress the public sentimcnt in relation to this COll

templated measure, for the guidunce of the representatives to 
the !!('I1l'nd court. The instructions of this committee were 

,~ 

:, urawn by Mr. Adams. They formed, in truth, a powerful 
1 remonstrance against the injustice of the contemplated system 
d of taxation: and they merit the more particular notice, as they 
! were the first recorded public document, which denied the 
I 

i; right of taxation to the British parliament. They also con-
i: tained the first suggestion of the propriety of that muiual un p 

[ 

I' struetions. after alluding to the evils which had resulted from 
; the acts of the British parliament, relating to trade, :.\11'. 
, Adams observes: " If our trade may be taxed, why not our 

I lanus? "Thy not the produce of our lands, and every thing 
, we possess, or use? This we concei\re annihilates our char
, tel' rig-hts to govern and tax oursehres. It strikes at our Bri-
I 

, tish pri\'ileges, which, as we have never forfeited, we hold in 
[I common with our fellow subjects, who are natives of Britain. 
! If taxes dre laid upon us in any shape, without our having a 

• , 

legal representation, where they are laid, we are reduced from 

the character of free subjects, to the staJ.e of tributary slaves. 
,y c, therefore, earnestly recommend it to you, to use your 
utmost enueuvours to obtain from the general court, all neee-s-

~ 

sary adrice and instruction to our agent, at this most critic"l 
: juncture." "'Ve also desire you to use your endeavonrs, that 
, 
! the other colonies, having the same intcrests and right:i 

with us, may aod their weight to that of this province; 
that by united application of all whe are agreed, all may 

obtain redress !" 
The deep interest which Mr. Adams felt and manifested for 

• , 

, 
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, , 
I 

I 
the rights of the colonies, soon brought him into favour with i 
the patriotic party. lIe became a leader in their popular as- ! 

, 

semblies, and was bold in denouncing the unjust acts of the ! 

British ministry. : 
I 

Inli65 he was elected a representative to the general court i , 
of Massachusetts, from the town of Boston. From this pc- : 
riod, during the whole revolutionary struggle, he was the 
bold, persevering, and efficient supporter of the rights of his .: 
oppressed country. As a member of the court, he soon be- ,I 

, 

came conspicuous, and was honoured with the office of clerk :i 
to that body. In the legislature, he was characterized for ;1 

I 

the same acti\'ity and boldness which he had manifested in i 
: 

the town. He was appointed upon almost every committee, : 
, ' 

assisted in drn wing nearly every report, and exercised a large ': 
s11arc of influence, in almost every meeting, which had for its :i 

, . 
object the counteraction of the unjust plans of the admillistra- :: 
ti on. . 

" , 

nut it was not in his legislative capacity alone, that Mr. ti 
, 

Adams exhibited his hostility to the British government, and ;: 
I , 

his regard for rational freedum. Several able essays on these if 
, ' 

subjects were published by him; and he was the author of ,I 
, 
I 

several plans for Opposing, more successfully, the unjust de- ~! 
I 

signs of the moth\~r country. He has the honour of having i 

h N !I suggested t e first congress at ew-York, 'which prepared the :! 

way for a Continental Congress, ten years after; and at length Ii 
I 

for the union and confederacy of the colonies. ' 
The injudicious management of his private affairs, already:, 

: I 
alluded to, rendered Mr. Adams poor. 'Vhen this was known i 
in England, the partisans of the ministry proposed to bribe 
him, by the gift of some lucrative office. A suggestion of 
this kind was accordingly made to Governor Hutchinson, to 
which he replied in a manner highly complimentary to the 
integrity of Mr. Adams. " Such is the obstinacy and inflex
ible disposition of the man, that he never can be conciliated 
by any office or gift \vhatever." The offer, however, it is 
reported, was actually made to Mr. Adams, but neither the 
allurements of fortune or power could for a moment tempt 

, 
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I him to abandon the cause of truth, or to hazard the liberties 
, 

: of the people. . 
I i He was indeed poor; but he could be tempted neither by 
• 

: British gold, nor by the honours or profits of any office with-
, 

1 in the gift of the royal governor. Such patriotism has not 
i been common in the world; but ill America it was to be 
i found in many a b"som, during the revolutionary struggle. 

The knowledge of facts like this, greatly diminishes the won
I der, which has sometimes been expressed, that America 
I: should have successfully contended with Great Britain. Her 

, 

• 

I , , 

physical strength was comparatively weak; but the moral 
courage of her statesmen, and her soldiers, was to her instead 
of numbers, of wealth, and fortifications. 

Allusion has been made, both in our introduction, and in 
; our notice of IIan.:!ock, to the Boston massacre, in 1770, an 

II event which will long remain memarable in the annals of ihe 
revolution, not only as it was the first instance of bloodshed 
between the British and the Americans, but as it conduced to 

, 

increase the irritation, and to widen the breach between the 
, two countries. 
• , 

: Our limits forbid a more particular account of this tragiral 
I affair; and it is again alluded to only for the purpose of bring-
, 
; ing more distinctly into view, the intrepid and decisive COIl-
: duct of Samuel Adams on that occasion. 
I , 

On the morning following this night of bloodshed, a meet
I ing of the citizens of Boston was cal1ed. Mingled emotions 
, 

, 
• , , 
• , 

!! of horror and indignation pervaded the assembly. Samuel 
! Adams first arose to address the list.ening multitude. Few 
I 

· men could harangue a popular assembly with greater energy, 
! or exercise a more absolute control over their passions and 
I 
! affections. On that occasion, a Demosthenes, or a Chatham, 
i 
i could scarcely have addressed the assembled multitude with a 
, more impressive eloquence, or have represented in a more 

just and emphatic manner, the fearful crisis to which the 
, 

affairs of the colonies were fast tending. A committee was 
unanimously chosen to wait upon GOlrernor Hutchinson, with 
a request that the troops might be immediately removed from 
the town. To the request of this comnlittec, the governor, 

~ 
" 
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with his llslIal prevarication, replied, that t.he troops were 110t Ii 

snhject to his order. Nh'. Adams, who was one of this com- II 
i I mittee, strongly represented to the governor the danger of :: 
" 

retaining the troops longer in the capital. His indignation :: 
h d !I was aroused, and in a tone of lofty independence, e eclarcd'i 

that the removal of the troops would alone satisfy his insulted Ii 
and indignant townsmen; it was, therefore, at the governor's ,I 

III perij, that they were continued in the town, and that he alone ;1 

must be answerable for the fatal consequences, which it re I 
quired no gift of prophecy to predict. must ensue. I: 

, . 

It was now dark. The meeting of the citizens was still :! 
I I 

undissolved. The greatest anxiety pervaded the assembly I 
~ I and scarcely were they restrained from going in a body to II 

the governor, to learn his determination. Aware of the criti Ii 
cal posture of affairs, aware of the personal hazard which he 
encountered by refusing a compliance, the governor at length :1 

gave his consent to the removal of the troops, and stipulated I 

that the necessary preparations should commence on the fol- I 

lowing morning. Thus, through the decisive and spirited COll-
I 

dnct of Samuel Adams, and a few other kindred spirits, the i 
i I obstinacy of a royal gover.!l0r was subdued, and further hos- ;1 

I 

tilities were for a still longer time suspended. ii 
The popularity and influence of Mr. Adams were rapidly I 

" 
increasing, and the importance of his being detached from the i 

popular party became every day more manifest. 'Ve have il 
already noticed the suggestion to Governor Hutchinson to 11 

effect this, by the gift of some lucrative office. Other offers 'I 

of a similar kind, it is reported, were made to him, at different I 

times, by the royal authorities, but with the same ill success. 
About the year 1773, Governor Gage renewed the experiment. 
At t.hat time Colonel Fenton was requested to wait upon }\fr. 
Adams, with the assurance of Governor Gage, that any benefits 
would be conferred upon him which he should demand, on the 
condition of his ceasing to oppose the measures of the royal 
government. At the same time, it was not obscurely hinted, 

• that such a measure was necessary, on personal considera
tions. He had incurred the royal displeasure, and already, 
such had been his co~duct, that it was ill the power of the 

• 
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gOl'ernor to send him to England for trial, on a charge of trea
son. It was suggested that a change in Ilis political conduct, 
might save him from this disgrace, and even from a severer 
fate j'and might elevate him, moreover, from his circumstan
ces of indigence, to the enjoyment of a111uence. 

To this proposal, Mr. Atlams listened with attention, but as 
Col. Fenton conclutled his communication, with all t.he spirit 
of a man of honour, with all the integrity of the most incor
rupted and incorruptible patriotism, he replied; "Go tell 
Gorernor Gage, that my peace has long since been made with 
the King of kings, and that it is the advice of Samuel Adams 

I to him, no longer to insult t1wjeelings oj an already exaspe
rated people." 

The independence and sterling integrity of 1\'11'. Adams, 
might well have secured to him the respect, and even confi
uence of Governor Gage; but with far different feelings did 
he regard the noble conduct of this high minded patriot. 
Under the irritation excited by the failure of a favourite plan, 
Governor Gage issued a proclamation, which comprehended 
the following langualje: "I do hereby," he said, " in his ma
jesty's name, offer and promise his most gracious pardon' to 
all persons, who shall forthwith lay down their arms, and re;;' 
turn to the duties of peaceable subjects: excepting only ~om 
the benefits of such pardon, SAMUEL ADA~IS, and J ORN HAN
COCK, whose offences are of too flagitious a nature to admit of 
any other consideration but that of condign punishment." 

Thus these independent men were singled out as the 
objects of peculiar vengeance, and even their lives endanger
ed, for honourably resisting a temptation, to whichs had they 
yielded, they would have merited the reproach of their coun
trymen, and the scorn of the world. 

1\1r. Adams was a member of the first continental congress, 
which assembled in Philadelphia on the 5th of September, 
1774; and continued a membe'r of that body until the year 
1181. During this period, no delegate acted a more con-

, 

spicuous or manly part. No one exhibited a more indefati-
g'able zeal, or a firmer tone of character. He early saw that 
the contest would probably not be decided without bloodshed 

• 

-

, 
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He was himself prepared for every extremity, and was will 
ing that such measures should be adopted, as should lead to 
an early issue of the controversy. He was accordingly , 
aIllong the warmest advocates for the declaration of American I 
illdcpendellce. 1:1 his view, the die was cast, and a further I 

I
I 

friendly connexion with the parent country was impossible. 
" I am perfectly satislled;' said he, in a letter written from 
Philadelphia, to a friend in l\Iassachusetts, in April, 17i6, 
, of the necessity of a public and explicit declaration of inde· 

pendence. I call1lot cOllceiyc ,rlmt good reason can be assign- ! 

cd against it. 'V ill it widen the breach? This would be a 
strange question, ufter we have raised arillies, and fought bat
tles with the llritish troops; set up an American navy; permit- i 
ted the inhabitants of these colonies to fit out armed vessels, 
to capture the ships, &c. belonging to any of the inhabitants of 
Great Britain; declaring them the enemies of the Unitell I 
Colonies; and torn in to shi vers their acts of trade, by allo w5ng 
commerce, subject to regulations to be made by ourselves, with 
the people of all countries, except such as are subject td the 
British king. It cannot surely, after all this, be imatined 
that we consider ourselves, or mean to be considered by 
others, in any other state, than that of independence." 

The independence of America was at length ueclared, amI I 
gave a new political character, anu an immediate dignity to I 
the cause of the colonies. Uut notwithstanding this me~sure 
might itself bear the aspect of victory, a formidable C(l,ntesl 
yet awaiterl the Americans. The year following the dedara· 
tion of independence, the situation of the colonies ,~s ex· I 
tremely gloomy. The stoutest hearts trembled within them, 
and even doubts were expressed, whethel the measures wbich 

"had been adopted, particularly the declaration of indeprn 
dence, were not precipitate. The neighbourhood of Phi/a 
uelphia became the seat of war; congress, now reduced to 
only twenty-eight members, hau resolved to remove theil 
session to Lancaster. At this critical period, Mr. Adame 
accidentally fell in company wit.h several other members, by 
whom the subject of the state of the country was freely alltl 
confidentially discusseu. Gloomy forebodings seemed tli 

• 
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pervade their minds, and the greatest anxiety was expressed 
as to the issue of the contest. 

To this conversation, Mr. Adams listei1~c1 with silent atten
tion. At length he expressed his surprise, that such despond
ing feelings should have settled upon their hearts, and such 
desponding language should be even confidentially uttered by 
their lips. To this it was answered, "The chance is despe
rate." "Indeeu, indeed, it is desperate," saitlMr. Adams, Hit 
this be our language. If we wear long faces, others will do so 
too; if we despair, let us not expect that others will hope; or 
that they wiI! persevere in a contest, from which their leaders 
shrink. But let not such feelings, let not such language, be 
ours." Thus, while the hearts of others were ready t6 faint, 
Samuel Adams maintained his usual firmness. His unshaken 
courage, anu his calm reliance upon the aiu anu protection of 
heaven, contributeu in an eminent degree to inspire his coun
trymen with a confidence of their final success. A higher 
encomium could not have been bestowed on any member of 
the continental congress, than is expressed in relation to l\'Ir. 
Adams by Mr. Galloway, in his historical and political reflec
tions on the rise and progress of the American rebellion, 
published in Great Britain, 1780. "He eats little," says the 
author, " drinks little, sleeps little, thinks much, and is most 

I indefatigable in the pursuit of his object. It was this man, who 
by his superior application, managed at once the factions in 
congress at Philadelphia, and the factions of Ne\\·-England." 

In 1781, 1\Ir. Adams retired from congress; but it was to 
receive from his native state, additional proofs of her high 
estimation of his services, and of the confidence which she 
reposed in his talents and integrity He had already been an 
active member of the convention that formed her constitu
tion; and after it went into effect, he was placed in the se
nate of the st.:1.te-,. and for several years presided. over that 
body. In 1789, l1e was elected lieutenant governor, and held 
that office till 1794; when, upon the death of Hancock, he 
was chosen governor, and was annually re-elected till 1797, 
when he retired from public life. This retirement, however~ 
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11e did not long enjoy, as his death occurred on October 2G, 
1803, at the advanced age of 82. 

From the foregoing sketches o( Mr. Adams, it will not be 
difficult for the reader to form a tolerabJy corre~t opinion of 
his character and disposition. In his person, he is said to 
have been only of the middle size, but his countenance indio 
cated a noble genius within, and a more than ordinary inflexi
bility of character and purpose. Great sincerity and simpli
city marked his manners and deportment. In his conversa
tion, he was at once interesting and instructive; and those 
who shared his friendship had seldom any reason to doubt his 
affection and constancy. His writings were voluminous, but 
unfortunately, as they generally related to the temporary 
politics of the day, most of them are lost. Those which re
main furnish abundant proof of his superiority as a writer, of 
the soundness of his political creeu, and of the piety and sin
cerity of his character. A s an orator, he was eminently fit
ted for the stormy times in which he lived. His elocution 
was concise and impressive, partaking more of the logical 
than the figurative, and rather calculated to enlighten the un
derstanding, than to excite the feelings. Yet no man could 
address himself more powerfully to the passions, than he nid, 
on certain occasions. As a statesman, his views were blOad 
and enlightened; what his judgment had once matured, he 
pursued with inflexible firmness, and patriotic ardour. 'Vhile 
others desponded, he was full of hope; where others hesita
ted, he was resolute; where others were supine, he was eager 
for action. His circumstances of indigence led him to habits 
of simplicity and frugality; but beyond this, he was natural
ly averse io parade and ostentation. 

" 1\1r. Adams was a christian. His mind was early imbued 
with piety, as well as cultivated by science. He early ap· 
proached the table of the Lord J eSllS, and the purity of hig 
life witnessed the sincerity of his profession. On the chris· 
tian sabbath, he constantly went to the temple, and the 
morning and evening devotions in his family proved, that his 
religion attended him in his seasons of retirement from the 
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world. The last production of his pen was in favour of 
ChristIan truth. He died in the faith of the gospe1." 

In his opposition to British tyranny, no man was more . 
conscientious j he detested royalty, and despised the ostenta
tion and contemptibll1 servility of the royal agents; his pa
triotism was of a pure and lofty character. For his country 
he laboured both by night and by day, with a zeal which was 
scarcely interrupted, and with an energy that knew no fatigue. 
Although enthusiastic, he was still prudent. He would per
suade, petition, and remonstrate, where these would accom
plish his object j but when these failed, he was ready to 
resist even unto blood, and would sooner have sacrificed his 
life than yielded with dishonour. "Had he Ji"red in any 
country or epoeh," says his biographer, "when abuses of 
power were to be resisted, he would have been one of the re
formers. He would have suffered excommunication, rather 
than ha\Tc bo(ved to papal infallibility, 0"1' paid tribute to St. 
Peter j he would have gone tn the stake, rather than sub
mit to the prclatic ordinances of J~aud; he would have 
mounted the scaffold, sooner than pay a shilling of illegal ship
money j he would have fled to a desert, rather than 'endure 
the profligate tyranny of a Stuart j he was proscribed, and 
woultl sooner have been condemned as a traitor, than assent 
to an illegal tax, if it had been only a sixpenny stamp or an 
insignificant duty on tea; and there appeared to be no species 
of corruption by which this inflexibility could have been des
troyed." 

In the delegation of political power, he may be said to hayc 
been too cautious, since our constitutions, as he would have 
moucJIed them, would not have had sufficient inherent force 
(or their own preservation. One of his colleagues thus ho
nourably described· him: "Samuel Adams would have the 
state of l\-fassachusetts goyern the union; the town of Boston 
govern Massachusetts; and that he should govern the town 
of Boston, and then the whole would not be intentional1y iII 
governed. " 

'Vith some apparent austerity, there was nothing of the 
spirit of gloom or arrogance about him. In his demeanour. 

:::,-
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he combined mildness with firmness, and dignity with con· 
descension. If sometimes an advocate for measures which 

• might be thought too strong, it was, perhaps, because his 
comprehension extended beyond ordinary minds, and he had 
more energy to effect his purposes, than attaches to common 
men. In addition to these qualities, he manifested an uncom
mon indifference to pecuniary considerations; he was poor 
while he lived, and had not the death of an only son re
lieved his latter day poverty, Samuel Adams, notwith
standing his virtues, his patriotism, his unwearied zeal, and his 
acknowledged usefulness, while he lived, would have had to 
claim a burial at the hand of charity, or at the public expense • 

• 

• 

JOHN ADAMS. 

JOHN ADAl'tIS was born at Quincy, then part of the ancient 
town of Braintree, on the 19th day of October, old style, 
1735. He was a descendant of the Puritans, his ancestors 
having early emigrated from England, and settled ill Massa
chusetts. Discovering early a strong love of reading and of 
knowledge, proper care was taken by his father to provide 
for his education. His youthful studies were prosecuted in 
Braintree, under Mr. ~farsh, a gentleman whose fortune it 
was to instruct several children, who in manhood were des
tined to act a conspicuous part in the scenes of the revolution. 

He became a member of Harvard College, 1751, and was 
graduated in course in 1755: with what degree of reputa
tion he left the university is not now precisely known; we only 
know that he was distinguished in a class of which the 
Reverend Dr. Hemmenway was a member, who bore 
honourable testimony to the openness and decision of his 
~hari1cter, and to t1le strength and activity of his mind. 

Having chosen the law for his profession, he commepced 
and prosecuted its studies under the direction of Samuel 
Putnam, a barrister of eminence at Worcester. By him he 
was introduced to the celebrated Jeremy Gridley, then attor-
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Ilr.y gcneral of the pru\"ince of Massachu5(:tt~ Day. At the 
first inlcrriC'w they Lecallle friends; G ridley at ullce proposed 
.:\1r, Adams for adllli:-isiun to the LuI' of :o;ui1'ulk, and tuul\. him 
intu special favour. ~oon after llis admissiun, Mr. Griu
ley led his young friend into a :Jri rate chamber with an air 
of secrecy, and, pointing to a buok cuse, said, "Sir, there is 
the secret of my emincnce, and of which you may avail 
yourself as yuu please." It was a pretty good collection of 
treaLises. of the ciril law. In this place .;\-11'. Allams spent his 
days anu nights, until he hall made himself master of the 
prillciples (If the cude. 

I From early life, the bent of his mind was towards politics, a 
! propensity which the state uf the times, if it did not create, 

duubtless very much strengthened. \Yhilc a resident at 
i \\"orcester, he wrote a letter uf which the following is an ex

tract. The letter was datell October 12th, 1755. "Soon 
, 

after the reformation, a few people eame over into this new 
world fur conscience sake: perhaps this apparently tril'iaJ 

I i incident may transfer the great scat of empirc illto Amcrica. 
I It looks likely to me; for, if we can remove the turbulent 

Gallicks, our people, acconling to the exactcst computations, 
will in another century become more numerous than England 
itself. Should this be the case, since we have, I may say, all 
the naval stores of the nation in our hands, it wilJ be easy to 
obtain a mastery of the seas; and the united force of all 
Europe will not be able to subdue us. The only way to keep 
us from setting up for ourselves is to disunite us. 

"Be not surprised that I am turned politician. This whole 
town is immersed in politics. The interests of nations and 
all the dira of war make the subject of every conversation . 

• 

I sit and hear, and after having been Jed through a maze of 
sage observations, I sometimes retire, and lay things together, 
and form some reflections pleasing to myself. The produce 
of one of these reveries you have read." 

This prognostication of independence, and of so vast an 
increase of numbers, and of naval force, as might defy all 
Europe, is remarkable, especially as coming from so young a 
m'm, and so early in the history of the country. It is more 
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remarkable that its author should have lh"cd to see fuHilled 
to the letter, what woulu have seclllcli to othcrs at the time, 
Lut the ('xlrayaganrc of youthful fancy. His early political 
fc(·lings werc thus ::itrongly American, and from this ardent 
attuchment to his native soil hc never departed. 

In 1758 he was admitted to the bar, and commenceu busi. 
ness in Braintrec. He is understoou to have made his first 
considerable effort, 01' to ha\Ie obtained his most signal suc
cess, at P:ymouth, in a jury trial, anu a criminal cause. In 
17{j;J, Mr. Adams laid before thc. public his" Essay on th(. 
Canon and Feuual Law," a work distinguishcu for its power 
and eloquence. The objcct of this work was to show, that 
our New-England ancestors, in consenting to exile them
sehes from their native land, werc actuatcd mainly by the 
desire of delivering themselves from thc power of the 
hierarchy, and from the monarchical, aristocratical, and 
political system of the other continent; and to make this 
truth bear with effect on the politics of the times. Its tone 
is uncommonly bold ~ntl animateu for that period. He cans 
on the people not only to defend, but to study and understand I 

their rights and privileges; and urges earnestly the necessity 
of diffusing general knowledge. 

In conclusion, he exclaims, "let the pulpit resound with 
the doctrines and sentiments of religious liberty. J ... et us 
hear the danger.of thraldom to our consciences, from igno 
rance, extreme poverty and dependence, in short, from civil 

true map of man let us hear the dignity of his nature, and 
the noble rank he holds among the works of God! that con
senting to slavery is a sacrilegious breach of trust, as offen
sive in the sight of God, as it is derogatory from our own 
honour, or interest, or happiness; and that God Almighty has 
promulgated frolD heaven, liberty, peace, and good will to 
man. 

" Let the ba·r proclaim the laws, the rights, the generous 
plan of power delivered down from remote antiquity; inform 
the worlel of t.he mighty struggles and numberless sacrifices 
made bv our ancestors in thp. defence of freeuom. Let it be 

• 
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known thut British liberties are not the grants of princes or 
parliaments, but original rights, conditions of original con 
tracts, coequal with prerogative, and coeval with govern
ment. That many of our rights are inherent and essential, 
agreed on as maxims and established as preliminaries even 
before a parliament existed. Let them search for the foun
dation of British laws and government in the frame of human 

I • 

! nature, in the constitution of the intellectual and moral world. , , 
i There let us see that truth, liberty, justice, and benevolence, 
: are its everlasting basis; and if these could be removed, the , 

: superstructure is overthrown of course. 
I 

: " Let the colleges join their harmony in the same delight-
! 

, ful concert. I.et every declamation turn upon the beauty of 
! I liberty and virtue, and the deformity, turpitude, and malignity 
I of slavery and vice. Let the public disput.ations become re
. searches into the grounds, nature, and ends of government, , 
! and the means of preserving the good and demolishing the 
, 

. struments of impressing on the tender mind, and of spreading 
, 
I and distributing far and wide the ideas of right, and the sen
I 
! sations of freedom." 
I In 1766, Mr. Adams removed his residence to Boston, still 
I continuing his attendance on the neighbouring circuits, and 

, , 

not unfrequently called to remote parts of the province. 
In 1770 occurred, as has already been noticed, the" Boston 

massacre." Mr. Adams was solicited by the British officers 
and soldiers to undertake their defence, on the indictment 
found against them, for their share in that tragical scene. 

I This was a severe test of his professional firmness. He ,vas 
well aware of the popular indignation against these priso

I 
ners, and he was at that time a representative of Boston in 

I the general court, an office which depended entirely upon 
popular favour. But he knew that it was due to his profes
sion, and to himself, to undertake their defence, and to hazard 

I 

I the consequences. " The trial was well managed. The cap-
I ~ain was severed in his trial from the soldiers, who were tried 

first, and their defence rested in part upon the orders, real or 
i.Hlpposcd, given by the officer to his men to fire. This ",,'as 
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in a good measure successful. On the trial of Capt. Preston, i 
no such order to fire could be proved. The result was, as it Ii 
should have been, an acquittal. It was a glorious thing that Ii 
the counsel am) jury had nerve sufficient to breast the torrent 
of public feeling. It showed Dritain that she had not a mere 
mob to deal with, but resolute and determined men, who could 
restrain themselves. Such 1ncn arc dangerous to arbitrary Ii 
poU'cr." 

I 

putation, so he judged well for the interest and perrr-anent :i 
I : fame of his country. The same year he wus elected one of i! 
I I 

the representatives in the general assembly, an honour to if 

which the people would not ha \'e called him, had he lost their :1 
, 

confidence and aflection. 
I 
I 

In the year 1773, and 1774, he was chosen a counsellor by 
the members of the general court; but was rejected by Go- ! 
vernor Hutchinson, in the former of these years, and by Go-
vernor Gage, in the latter. I 

In this latter year, he was appointed a member of the con- ! 
tinental congress, from lV!assachusetts. "This appointment 
was made at Salem, where the general conrt had been con- i 
vened by Governor Gage, in the last hour of the existence of 
a house of representatives, under the provincial charter 

I 
having been informed of what was passing, sent his secretary , 

• 

with a message, dissolving the general court. The secretary 

inform the speaker that the secretary was at the door, with a 
message from the governor. The messenger returned, and 
informed the secretary that the orders of the house were, that 
the doors should be kept fast; whereupon the secretary 
soon after read a proclamation, disjiolving the general court, 
upon the stairs. Thus terminated, forever, the actual exer' 
cise of the political power of England in or over Massa 
cbusetts." 

On the meeting of congress in Philadelphia, 1774, Mr. 
Adams appeared and to,,'k his seat. To talents of the highest 
order, and the most commanding eloquence. he added an 

, 
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I honest devotion to the cause of his country, and a firmness 
I 
i or character, for which he was di:>tinguished through life. 
~ Prior to t.hat period, he had, upon all occasions, stood forth 
i 

'I (lpenly in defence of the rights of his country, and in opposi-
, 

i tion to the injustice and cncroachments of Great Britain. He 
, 

: boldly opposcd them by his au\'ice, his actions, and his elo-
i quellec; and, with other worthies, succeeded in spreading , 
: among the people a proper alarm for their liberties. Mr. 
! Adams was placed upon the first and most important com

I I I: miltees. During the first year, addresses were prepared to 
, the king-, to the people of England, of Ireland, Canada, and 

I , 
Ii Jamaica. The name of Mr. Adams is found upon almost all 
: those important committees. His firmness and eloquence in 
I 

! debate, soon gave him a standing among the highest in that 
I I august body. 
! The proceedings of this congress have already passed in 
, review. Among the members, a variety of opinions seem to 
, 
! have prevailed, as to the probable issue of the contest, in 
, 

; which the country was engaged. On this subject, 1\1r. 
, 

i Adams, a few years before his death, expressed himself, in 
: it letter to a friend, as follows: "\Vhen congress had finishf'd 
, , 

I their husincss, as they thought, in the autumn of 1774, I had 
I with :Mr. Henry, before we took leave of each other, some 
: familiar conversation, in which I expressed a full conviction 
, 

! that our resolves, declaration of rights, enumeration of 
; wrongs, petitions, remonstrances, and addresses, associa
! tions, and non-importation agreements, however they might 
, 

! be l'iewed in Ameriea, and however necessary to cement the 
I union of the colonies, would be but waste water in England. 
i IVIr. Henry said, they might m~ke some impression among 
i the people of England, but agreed with me, that they would 

be totally lost upon the government. I had but just received 
a short and hasty letter, written to me by Major Joseph 

I Hawley, of Northampton, containing a few broken hints, as 
he called them, of what he thought was proper to he done, 
and concluding with these words, 'after al1, we mustfight: 
This letter I read to Mr. Henry, who listened with great at
tention, and as soon as I had pronounced the words, ' after 
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all, we must fight,' he raised his hea<l, and, with an energy 
and vehemence that I can never forget, br,oke out with, 'I 
am of that man's mind.' I put the letter into his hand, and 
when he ha<l rcad it he returned it to me, with an equally 
solemn asseveration, that he agreed cntirely in opinion with 

. , 

the writer. 
" The other delegates from Virginia returned to their state 

in full confidence that a11 our grievances would be rellressed. 
The :ast wor<ls that Mr. Richard Henry Lee sai<l to me, when 
we p trted, were, 'we shall infallibly carryall our points. 
You Hill be completely relieved; all the oflensive acts wiI] 

be rell ealed; the army and fleet will be recallc<l, and Britain 
wi]] gi \'e up her foolish project.' 

" "'ashington only was in doubt. He never spoke in pub
lic. In private, he joined with those who advocated a nOI1-
exportation, as well as a non-importation agreement. 'Vith 
both, he thought we should prevail; without either, he 
thought it doubtful. Henry was clear in one opinion, 
Richarll Henry Lee in an opposite opinion, and Washington 
doubted between the two." 

On the 15th day of June, the continental congress appointed 
General Washington commander in chief of the American 
armies. To l\Ir. Adams is ascribed the honour of having 
suggested and advocated the choice of this illuetrious man. 
When first suggested by Mr. Adams, to a few of his confi
dential friends in Congress, the proposition was received 
with a marlied disapprobation. Washington, at this time~ 

was almost a stranger to them; and, besides, to elevate a 
man who had never held a higher military rank than that of 

, colonel, over officers of the highest grade in the militia, and 
those, too, already in the field, appeare<l not only irregular, 
but likely to produce much dissatisfaction among them, and 
the people at large. To Mr. Adams, however, the greatest 
advantage appeared likely to result from the choice of Wash, 
ington, whose character and pE'culiar fitness for the station he 

, 

well understood. Samuel Adams, his distinguished colleague. 
coincided with him in these views, and through their instru
mentality this felicitous choice was effected. 'Vhen a lIla-

, 
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Jority in congress }lad been secured, Mr. Adams introduced 
the subject of appointing a commander in chief of the armies, 
and haring sketched the qualifications which should be found 
in the man to be elevated to so responsible a station, he con
cluded by nominating George 'Vashington, of Virginia, to the 
oflice. 

To 'Vashington, himself, nothing could have been more un
expected. Until that moment he was ignorant of the intended 

I nomination. The proposal was seconded by Samuel Adams, 
and the following dily it received the unanimous approbation 
of congress. 

'Vhen Mr. Adams was first made a member of the conti
nental congress, it was hinted that he, at that time, inclined to 
a separation of the colonies from England, and the establish
ment of an independent government. On his way to Phila
delphia, he was warned, by several advisers, not to introduce 
a suhject of so delicate a character, until the affairs of the 
country should wear a different aspect. Whether Mr. 

I Adams needed this admonition or not, will not, in this place, 
be determined. But in 1770, the affairs of the colonies, it 
could no longer be questioned, demanded at least the candid 
discussion of the subject. On the 6th of l\Iay, of that year, 
Mr. Adams offered, in committee of the whole, a resolution 
that the colonies should form governments independent of 

I the crown. On t.he 10th of May, this resolution was adopted, 
in the following shape: "That it be recommended to all the 
colonies, which had not already established governments 
suited to the exigencies of their case, to adopt such govern
ments as would, in the opinion of the representatives of the 
people, best conduce to the happiness and safety of their con
stituen'~s in particular, and Americans in general." 

• J. 

"This significant vote was soon followed by ihe direct 
proposition, which RICHARD HENRY LEE had the honour to 
submit to congress, by resolution, on the 7th day of June. 
The published journal does not expressly state it, but there is 
no doubt that tllis resolution \vas in the same words, wnen 
originally submitted by 1\-Ir. Lee, as when finally passed. 
Having been discussed on Saturday the 8th, and Monday·th.e . 

• 
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lOt.h of June, this resolution was, on the last mentioned day, 
postponed for further consideration to the' first day of July, 
and at the same time it was voted, that a committee be appoint
ed to prepare a DECLARATION, to the effect of the resolution. 
This committee was elected by ballot on the following daYt 
and consisted of THOMAS JEFFERSON, JOHN ADAMS, BENJAlIlIN 
FRANKLIN, ROGER SHERnlAN, and ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON." 

It is usual when committees are elected by ballot, that their 
members are arranged in order, according to the number of 
votes which each has received. Mr. Jefferson, tilerefore, 
probably received the highest, and Mr. Adams the next 
highest number of votes. The difference is said to have 
been but a single vote. , 

Mr. Jeflerson and 1\11'. Adams, standing thus at the head of 
the conlmiLtee, were requested by the other members, to act 
as a suh-committee to prepare the draft; and Mr. Jefferson 
drew up the paper. The original draft, as brought, by him 
from his study, and submitted to the other members of the 
committee, with interlineations in the hand writing of Dr. 
Frunklin, and others in that of Mr. Adams, was in Mr. Jeffer
SOlJlS possession at the time of his death. The merit of this 
'paper is Mr. Jefferson's. Some changes were made in it, 011 

the suggestion of other members of the committee, and others 
by Congress, while it was under discussion. But none of 
them altered t.he tone, the frame, the arrangement, or the ge
neral character of the instrument. As a composition, the 
declaration is 1\fr. Jefferson's. It is, the production of his 
mind, and the high honour of it belongs to him clearly and 
absolutely. 

"'Vhile Mr. Jefferson was the author of the declaratio.n 
itself, Mr. Adams was its great supporter on the floor oreon
gress. This was the unequivocal testimony of Mr. Jefferson. 
'John Adams,' said he, on one occasion, ~was our Colossus 
on th-e floor; not gracefu1, not elegant, not always fluent in 
his public addresses, he yet, came out with a power, both of 
thought and of expression, that moved us from our seats;" 
and at another time, he said, 'John Adams was -the pillar of 
its ~upport on the floor of Congress; its ablest advocate and 
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defender against the multifarious assaults, which were made 
against it.'" 

On the second day of July, the r~soJution of independence 
was adopted, and on the fourth, the declaration itself was 
unanimously agreed to. Language can scarcely describe the 
transport of Mr. Adams at this time. He has best described 
them himself, in a letter written the day following, to his wife. 
"Yesterday," says he, "the greatest question was decided 
that was ever debated in America; and greater, perhaps. 
never was or will be decided among men. A resolution was 
passed, without one dissenting colony, 'That these United 
States are, and of right ought to be, free and independent 
states.' The day is passed. The 4th of July, 1776, will be a 
memorable epoch in the history of America. I am apt to 
believe it will be celebrated by succeeding generations as the 

• • 

great anmversary festival. It ought to be commemorated as 
the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to Almighty 
God. It ought to be solemnized with pomp, shows, games, 
sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from one end 
f)f the eontinent to the other, from tbis time forward, forever. 
You will think me transported with enthusiasm, but I am not. 

, 
I I am well aware of the toil, and blood, and treasure, that it 

will cost to maintain this declaration, and support and defend 
these states; yet through all the gloom, I can see the rays of 
light and glory. I can see that the end is worth more than 
an the means; and that posterity will triumph, although you 
and I may rue, which I hope we shall not." 

About the time of the declaration of independence, occurred 
the disastrous battle of Flatbush on Long Island. The 
l'ictory thus gained by the British, was considered by Lord 
Howe as a favourable moment for proposing to congress an 
accommodation; and for this purpose, he requested an inter
view with some of the members. In the deliberations of con .. , 

gress, Mr. Adams opposed this pro the ground that 
no accommodation could thus be effected. 

A committee, however, was appointed to wait on Lord 
Howe, consisting of himself, Dr. Franklin, and Mr. Rutledge 
On being apprised of their intended interview, Lord Howe 
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sent one of his principal officers as a hostage, but the com· 
missioners taking him with them, fearlessly repaired to the 
British camp. On their arrival, they were conducted through 
an army of twenty thousand men, drawn up for the purpose 
of show and impression. But the display was lost on t.he 
commissioners, who studiously avoided all signs of wonder or 
anxiety. As had been. predicted by Mr. Adams, the interview 
terminated without any beneficial result. On being introdu-

. ced, Lord Howe informed them that he could not treat with 
them as a committee of congress, but only as private gentle
men of influence in the colonies; to which Mr. Adams repli
ed, "You may view me in any light you please, sir, except 
that of a British subject." 

During the remainder of the year 1776, and all 1777, Mr. 
Adams was deeply engaged in the affairs of congress. He 
served as a member of ninety different committees, and was 
chairman of twenty-five committees. From his multiform 
and severe labours he was relieved in December of the latter 
year, by the appointment of commissioner to France, in the 
place of Silas Deane. 

In February, 1778, he embarked for that country on board 
of the frigate Boston. On his arrival in France, he found that 
Dr. Franklin, and Arthur Lee, who had been appointed com
missioners the preceding year, and were then in France, had 
already concluded a treaty with the French government. 
Little business, therefore, of a public nature was left him to 
do. In the summer of 1779, he returned to America. 

About the time of his arrival, the people of Massachusetts 
were adopting measures fol' caBing a convention to form a 
new state constitution. Of this convention he was elected a 
member, and was also a member of the committee appointed 
by the convention to report a plan for their consideration. A 
plan which he drew up was accepted, and was made the basi~ 
of the constitutio that state. 

In the August Hawing, in consequence of an informal 
suggestiOl" from the court of St. James, he received th~ ap
pointment of minister plenipotentiary for negotiating a treaty 
of peace, and a treaty of commerce, with Great Britain. A 

, 
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salary -of twenty-five hundred pounds sterling was voted him. 
In the month of October, he embarked on board the French 
ship La Sensible, and after a tedious voyage was landed at 
Fcn"o), in Spain, whence he proceeded to Paris, where he 
arrived in the month of February. He there communicated 
with Dr. Franklin, who was at that time envoy of the UniteJ 
States at the court of France, and with the Count de Ver
gcnnes, the French prime minister. But the British govern
ment, it was found, were not disposed to peace, and the day 
seemed far distant when any negotiation could be opened 
with a hope of success. Mr. Adams, however, was so usc
ful in various ways, that towards the close of the year, con
gres::; honoured him by a vote of thanks, " for his industrious 
attention to the interest and honour of these United States 
abroad." 

In June, 1780, congress being informed that Mr. Laurens, 
who had been appointed to negotiate a ]oan in Holland [o:t' 
the United States, had been taken prisoner by the English, 
forwarded a commission to Mr. Adams to proceed to Hol
land, for the above purpose. To this, soon after, was added 
t.he new appointment of commissioner to conclude a treaty 
of amity and commerce with the States General of Holland; 
and, at the same time, authority was given him to pledge 
the faith of the United States to the "armed neutrality" 
proposed by the Russian government. 

Mr. Adams repaired with promptitude to Holland, and 
engaged with great zeal in the business of his commission. 
From this station he was suddenly summoned by the Count 
de Vergennes, to consult, at Paris, with regard to a project 
for a general peace, suggc.sted by the courts oJ Vienna and 
St. Petersburgh. . . 
. This was one of the most anxious periods in the eventful 
life of l\fr. Adams. .France was, indeed, ready to fulfil her 
guaranty of independence to the United States; but it was 
the poiitic aim of the Count de Vergennes; to secure impor
tant advantages for his own country, in the settlement of 
American difficulties. Hence, no effort was spared to make 
Mr. Adams, in this important matter, the subordinate agent 
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of the French cabinet. He, on the other hand, regarded 
solely the interests of the United States, and the instructions 
of congress; amI his obstinate independence, unshaken by 
the alternate threats and blandishments of the court of Ver
sailles, occasioned an effort by the Count de Vergennes to 
obtain, through the French minister in Philadelphia, such a 
modification of the instructions to Mr. Adams, as should 
subject him to the direction of the French cabinet. 

The effect of this artful and strenuous measure was, a de
termination on the part of congress, that Mr. Adams should 
hold the most confidential intercourse with the French minis· 
ters; and should "undertake nothing in the negotiation of 
a peace, or truce, without their knowledge and concurrence." 

I , 

Ullder these humiliating' restrictions, the independent and 
decisi ve spirit of Mr. Adams was severely tried. The impe
rial mediators proposed an armistice, but without any with
drawal of troops from America. Mr. Adams firmly opposed 
this stipulation; and the negotiation proceeded no farther at 
that time. 

It was, obviously, the policy of the French minister, not 
to facilitate the peace between Great Britain and the United 

• 

States, without previously securing to France a large ~hare in 
the fisheries; and at the same time so establishing the wes· 
tern boundary, as to sacrifice the interests of the United 
States to those of Spain. . 

Finding all attempts at negotiation unavailing, Mr. Adams 
returned to Holland. 

Meantime, the apprehensions of congress being much 
excited by the insinuations of the French minister in Phi1a
delphia, they added to t.he commission for forming a treaty 
with Great Britain, Dr. Franklin, then plenipotentiary at 
Paris; Mr. Jay, the minister at Madrid; Mr. Henry Laurens, 
who had recently been appointed special minister to France j 

and Mr. Jefferson. The whole were instructed to govern 
tliemselves by the advice and opinion of the ministers of the 
king of France. This unaccountable and dishonourablc 
concession, in effect. made the Count de Vergennes miuister 
plenipotentiary for the United States . 

• 
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But the indefatigable exertions of 1\'Ir. Auams in Holland, 
hall a most important hearing upon the proposed negotiations. 
By a laborious and striking exhibition of the situation and 
resources of the Uniteu States, he succeedeu in so far in
fluencing public opinion, as to obtain a loan of eight millions 
of guilders, 011 reasonahle terms. This loan, effected in the 
autumn of 1782, was soon followed by a l1'eaty of amity anu 
commerce with Holland, recognizing the United States as 
independent anu sovereign states. 

The disposition towards peace, on the part of t.he English 
ministry, was wonderfully quickened by the favourable ne
gotiation of this loa~ During Lord Shelburne's administra
tion, the independence of the states was unconuitionally ac~ 
knowleuged, and the first effectual steps were taken to put 
an end to the war. 

During the negotiations that followed, the disposition of 
France again evinced itself, to cut off the United States from 
a share of the fisheries, and to transfer a portion of the 
American territory to Spain. The American commissioners, 
therefore, were not a little embarrassed by their instructions 
from congress, to govern themselves by the opinion anu 
aul'ice of the French minister. But, as Mr. Auams had, on a 
forme.r occasion, found it nece_ssary to depart from instruc
tions of a similar import; the other commi~siollers now 
joined with him, in the determination to secure the best 
interests of their country, regardless of the interference of 
the French minister, and of the inconsiderate restrictions im
posed on them by congress. --

Accordingly, provisional articles· were signed by tl1Cm, 011 

the 30th of November, 1782; and this measure was follow
ed by un advantageous definitive treaty in September, 1783. 

Mr. Adams spent a part of the year 1784 in Holland, but 
returned eventually to Paris, on being placed at the heau of 
a commission, with Dr. Franklin and Mr. Jefferson as coad 
jutors, to negotiate several commercial treaties with difIcrent 
foreign nations. . 

Near the commencement of the year 1785, congress re .. 
solved to send a minister plenipotentiary to represent the 
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United States at ihe court of St. James. To this responsiLle 
station, rendered peculiarly de1icate by the fact that the 
UniteJ States had so recently and reluctantly been acknow- il 
lcuged as an indepenuent nation, l\'lr. Adams was appointed. if 

It was doubtful in what manner and with what spirit an ' 
American minister would be received by the British govern-

, 

ment. On leaving America, Mr. Jay, the then secretary of 
state, among other instructions, used the following language 
" The manner of your reception at that court, and its temper, 
Yiews, and dispositions respecting American objects, are mat· I 

ters concerning which particular information might Le nl) 
less useful than interesting. Your letters will, I am persuaded, 
remove all suspense on those points." I 

In accordance with this direction, Mr. Adams subsequently ! 
forwarded to Mr. Jay the following interesting account of his 
presentation to the king. 

"During my interview with the marquis of Carmarthen, 
hc told me it was customary for every foreign minister, at , 

I his first presentation to the king, to make his majesty some 
compliments conformable to the spirit of his credentials; and 
when Sir· Clement Cottrel Dormer, the master of ceremonies, 
came to inform me that he should accompany me to the secre
tary of state, and to court, he said, that every forE:ign minister 

eo 
whom he had attended to the queen, had always made an 
harangue to hel' majesty, and he understood, though he had not I 

I 

been present, that they always harangued the king. On Tues- i 

, 

• 
clay evening, the Baron de Lynden (Dutch ambassador) called ' 
upon me, and said he came from the Baron de N olkin, (Swedish 
envoy,) and had been conversing upon the singular situation 
I was in, and they agreed in opinion that it was indispensable 
that I should make a speech, and that it should be as com
plimentary as possible. AU this was parallel to the advi~e 
lately given by the Count de Vergennes to Mr. Jefferson. So 
that finding it was a custom established at both these great 
courts, that this court and the foreign ministers expected it, 
I thought I could not avoid it, although my ,first thought and 

-inclination had been to deliver my credentials ,silently and 
retire. At one, on Wednesday the first of June, the master 

• 
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)f crremollies calleu at my house, anu went with me to the 
secretary of statl~'s ufliec, in CI(~\"clalld How, where the mar
quis of Carmarthen recci rcd me, and introduceu me to ::\Ir. 
Frazier, his unuer secretary, ",ho hau oeen, as his lor(b!Jip 
saiu, uuinterruptedly in t!tat o1lice thruugh all the e1lunges in 
administration fur thirty years, having first been appoillted 
1))" the carl of Holderness. Aftcr u short CUIl,"cl'sation upon 
the :moject of importing- my effects from Holluml and France, 
free of duty, whieh Mr. Frazier himself introduced, Lord 
C'armarthen invited me to go with him in hio coach to court. 
When we arri \'cd in the all ticbambcr, the mil-dc-breuf of 
St. James's, the master of the ceremonies met me, and at
tcndell me, whiie the oeel'etury of state went to tuke the 
cUlllmam1s of the king. 'Vhile I stood in this place, where 
it seems all ministers stand OIl slleh occasions, a!ways at
tenueu by the master of ceremonies, the room very full of 

• • 

courtiers, as well as the next room, , ... hich is the king's bed 
chamber, you may well suppuse, that I was the focus of all 
eyes. 

" I was relieved, however, from the embarrassment of it oy 
the Swedish and Dutch ministers, who came to me and enter-

time. Some other gcntlemen whom I had scen before came 
to make their compliments too, until the marquis of Carmar
then returned, and desired me to go with him to his majesty: 
I went with his lordship through the levee room into the 
klng's closet; the door was shut, and I was left with his 
majesty and the secretary of state alone. I made the three 
reverences, one at the door, another about half way, and the 
third before the presence, according to the u!:iage established 
at this and all the northern courts of Europe, and then ad
dressed myself to his majesty p the following words: 

" 'Sir, the United States have appointed me their minister 
plenipotentiary to your majesty, and have directed me to de
liver to your majesty this lette-r, which contains the evidence 
of It. It is in obedience to their express commands, tha,t 1 have 
the hononr to assure your majesty of their unanimous disposi
tion and desire to cultivate the most friendly and liberal in-
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tercoursc between your majesty's subjects and their citizens, 
and of their best wishes for your majesty's health and happi
ness, and for that of your royal family. 

"The appointment of a minister from the United Stales 

• 

d 
I ; 
II 

• 

• , , , 
• 

i ' 
, I , 
• • , 
1 

to your majesty's court, will form an epoch in the history of 
England and America. I think myself more fortunate than all 
my fellow citizens, in having the distingurshed honour to be 
the first to stand in your majesty's royal presence in a diplo. 
matic character; and I shall esteem myself the happiest of 
mell, if I can be instrumental in recommending my country I' 

· , , . 
• 

, I , 
• 

jI 
II 
II · , I, , 
• 
1 i 

I 
I ; 
• , 

• • 

morc an(l more to your majesty's royal benevolence, and of it 
I I 

bettcr \\'or<ls, 'the old good nature, and the old good hutnour,' Ii 
between people who, though separated by an o('.ean, and un· ;: 
tIer different goycrmncnts, have the same language, a similar I: 

· , 
religion, and kinured blood. I beg your majesty's permission i; , 

to add, that although I have sometimes before been entrusteu I! , . 
by my country, it was never, in my whole life, in a manner so ii 

I ! 
agreeable to myself.' I , 

" The king listened to every word I said, with dignity, it Ii 
is true, but with an apparent emotion. Whether it was the 
nature of the interview, or whether it was my visible arrita~ : 
tion, for I felt more than I did or could express, that tou~hed /: 

, , , 
I 
• 

I 

him, I cannot say, but he was much affected, and answered me I 
• 

with more tremor than I had spoken with, and said :1 
" 'Sir, the circumstances of this audience are so extl'aor- I , 

dinary, the language you have now held is so extremely pro- Ii 
!I 

per, and the feelings you have discovered so justly adapted ! 
to the occasion, that I must say, that I not only receive with 
pleasure the assurances of the friendly disposition of the peo~ 
pIe of the United States, but tbat I am very glad the choice 
has fallen upon you to be their minister. I wish you, sir, to 
believe, and that it may be understood in America, that I 
have done nothing in the late contest but what I thought my
self indispensably bound to do, by the duty which lowed to 
my peo.ple. I will be very frank with you. I was the last 
to conform to the separation; but the separation having l1cen 
made, and having become inevitable, I have always said, as I 
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I 
say now, that I would be t.he first to mect the friend:;hip of 
the United States, as an independent power. The moment 

i I sec such sentiments and lunguage as yours prevail, and a 

I' I shall say, let the circumstances of language, religion, and 
i 

blood, ha\'c their natural and full eOect.' , , 
; " I dare not say that these were the king's precise words, 
I 
: untI it is even possible that I may have, in some particular, 
• 

11 mistaken his meaning; for ahhough his pronunciation is as 
'I distiuct as I ever heard, he hesitatell sometimes bctween his 
:[ 
II periods, and between the members of t.hc same periou. He 
, I 
:1 was, indeed, much affccteu, anJ I was not less so ; anu, there-
. , , 

il flHc'tt I cannot be certain that I was so attcnti,'e, hearu so 
I • ~ ii dearly, and understooJ so perfectly, as to be confident of all 
.1 his words or sense; tllis I do say, that the foregoing is his 
:1 maj(~stis meaning, as I then understood it, and his own : . 
: words,. as nearly as I can recollect." .. 
I 

:[ The year following, 1 iSS, Mr. Adams requested peI'mis-
• 

:, ~illll to resign his omce, which, being granted, after an ab-
I I . 
:1 sellee of between eight and nine years, he returned to his 
,I natirc country. The new government \Vas, at that time, about 
Ii going into operation. In the autumn of 1788, he was elected 

, 

I with reputation for eight years. 
On the retirement of General Washington from the presi

II rtency, in 1796, Mr. Adams was a candidate for that elevated 
Ii station. At this time, two parties had been formed in the 

United States. At the head of one stood ~Ir. Hamilton and I 
• 

I , 

i ~Ir. Adams, and at the head of the other stood Mr. Jefferson. , 

II A.fter a close contest between these two parties, Mr. Adams 
:1 was elected president, having received seventy-one of the 

I 

electoral votes, and Mr. Jefferson sixty-eight. In March, 
1797, these gentlemen entered upon their respective offices 
of president and vice president of the United States. 

i Of the administration of Mr. Adams we shall Dot, in this 
• , , 

place, give a detailed account. Many circumstances con-
spired to render it unpopular. An unhappy dispute with 
France had arisen a little previously to his inauguration. In 
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I I 
the management of this dispute, which, had reference to ago !i 
gres:::iions by France upon American rights and commerce. :: 
the popularity of Mr. Adams was in no small degree affected. " 
although the mcasurcs which he recommended for uphohling : 
the national character, wsre more moderate than congress, I 

, I 

and a respectable portion of the people, thought the exigcn-I 
I : cirs of the case required. Other circumstances, also, con- : I 

spircu to diminish his popularity. Restraints were imposed ;1 

1 I ' upon the press, and authority vestoo in the presi( ent to 01'- :; 
• 

del' alicns to depart out of the United States, when he should :! 
I : judge the peace and safety of the country required. To thcse J: 

measures, acts were added for raising u standing army, and iI 
imposing a (lircet tax unu internal duties; These, and other !i 
causes, cornLincd to weaken the strength of the pal'ty to II 
whom he ow('(l his elevation, and to prevent his re-e!ection. :' , I , 

He wa:::; succeeded by Mr. Jefferson, in 1801. ;: 
I : 

On retiring from the presidency he removed to his former':; 
I ' 

rrsidcnce at (iuincy, where, in quiet, he spent the rem'ainder ' 
, 
I : of his days. In 1820, he voted as elector of president and :: 

vice prcsident; and, in the same' year, at the advanced age it 
• 

of 85, he was a member of the convention of Massachusetts, ii 
assembled to revise the constitution of that commonwealth. 

Mr. Adams retained the faculties of his mind, in remarka.

I I 
I , 

I I 
I 

I ! 
I : ble perfection, to the end of his long life. His unabated love Ii 

of reading and contemplation, added to an intere::1ting circle '; 
of friendship and affection, were sources of felicity in de 
clining years, which seldom fall to the lot of anyone. I 

Ii 
I 

I , , , 
I , 
• 

" But," to use the language of a distinguished eulogist,· 
" he had other enjoyments. He saw around him that pros-

II 
perityand general happiness, which had been the object of d 

his public cares and labours. No man ever beheld more 
clearly, and for a longer time, the great and beneficial effects 
of the services rendered by himself to his country. That 
liberty, which he so early defended, that independence, of 
which he was so able an advocaie and supporter, he saw, we 
trust, firmly and securely established. The population of 
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the country thickened around him faster, and extcnucd wider, 
than his own sanguine predictions had anticipated; anci the 
wealth, rC:5p('.ctability, and power of the nation, sprang up to 
a magnitude, which it is quite impossible he could have ex
pected to witness, in his day. He lived, also, to behold those 
principles of civil freedom, which had been developed, es
tablished, and practieallyapplied in America, attract atten
tion, command respect, and awaken imitation, in other re
gions of the globe; and well might, and well dill he ex
claim, "Vhere will the consequences of the American revo-
lution end !' . 

" If any thing yet remains to fill this cup of happiness, let 
it be added, that he lived to see a great and inteHigent people 
bestow the highest honour in their gift, where he had be
'stowed his own kindest parental affections, and lodged his 
fondest hopes. 

" At length the day approached when this eminent patriot 
• 

was to be summoned to another world; and, as if to render 
that day forever memorable in the annals of American histo
ry, it was the (lay on which the illustrious Jefferson ",as 
himself, also, to terminate his distinguished earthly career. 
That day was the fiftieth anniversary of the declaration of 
i:lllependence. 

"Until within a few days previous, Mr. Adams had ex
hibited no indications of a rapid decline. The morning of the 

, 

fourth of July, 1826, he was unable to rise from his bed. 
Neither to himself, or his friends, however, was his dissoh:tion 
supposed to be so near. He was asked to snggest a toast, 
appropriate to the celebr~tion of the day. His mind seemed 
to glance back to the hour in which, fifty years before, he had 
voted for the declaration of independence, and with the 
spirit with which he then raised his hand, he now exclaimed, 
'Independence furever.' At four o'clock in the afternoon 
he expired. 1\'11'. Jefierson had departe(l a few hours before 
him." 

We close this irnpcl'fcctsketch of the life of this distinguished 
man in the language of onej!: who, from the relation in which 

• President Adruns's Message. 
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he stood to the subject of tllis memoir, must have felt, more 
than any other individual, the impressiveness of the event. 
" They, (lVI1'. Adams and Mr. J cllerson,) departed cheered 
by the benedict.ion of their country, to whom they left the 
inheritance of their fame, and the memory of their bright 
example. If we turn our thoughts to the condition of their 
country, in the contrast of the first and last day of that half 
century, how resplendent and sublime is the transition from 
gloom to glory! Then, glancing through the same lapse of 
time, ill the condition of the individuals, we see the first day 
marked with the fulness and vigour of youth, in the pledge 
of their lives, t1lCir fortunes, and their sacred honour, to the 
cause of freedom and of mankind. And on the last, extended 
on the bed of death, with but sense and sensibility left to 
breathe a last aspiration to heaven of blessing upon their 
country; may we not humbly hope, that to them, too, it was 
a pledge of transition from gloom to glory; and that while 
their mortal vestments were sinking into the clod of the val
ley, their emancipated spirits were ascending to the bosom of 
their God !" 

, • 

ROBERT TREAT PAINE. 

ROBERT TRF.AT PAINE was a native of Boston, where he 
was born, in the year 1731. His parents were pious and I 
respectable. His father was for some years the settled pas
tor of a church in 'Veymouth, in the vicinity of Boston. His 
Jlealth failing him, however, he removed with his family to 
the latter place; where he entered into mercantile pursuits. 
His mother was the grand-daughter of Governor Treat of 
Connecticut. . . 

At the early age of fourteen, he became a member of Har
vard College; but of his coHegiate course, little has been re
corded. On leaving the university, he was engaged for some 

I 
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time in a public school. As the fortune of hIS father had. 
from various circumstances, become much reduced, the sup
port of his parents, with some ot.her relations, seemed to de
volve upon himself. In the acquisition of more ample means 
for their maintenance, he made a voyage to Europe. It 
was an honourable trait in his charactel:, thus in the morn
ing of life to exhibit such filial affection; a ldndness of 
disposition, which he continued to manifest during his father's 
life. 

Previously to his commencing the study of law, he devoted 
some time to the subject of theology, which tended to en
large his views of Christianity, and to confirm his belief of its 
truth. In 1755, he served as chaplain to the troops of the 
province at the northward, and afterwards preached a few 
times in other places. 

At length he directed his attention to the study of Jaw, du
ring which period, having no pecuniary assistance, he was 
obliged to resort again to the keeping of a school for his sup
port. By most persons such a course would be deemed a 
serious evil; but experience has shown, that those who are 

• 

ob1iged to depend upon their own energies for the means of 
education, generally enter upon their profession, if not with 
higher attainments, with more courage to encounter the diffi
culties with which almost everyone meets, and they are 
more likely to attain to a high elevation, than those whose re
sources are abundant. 

On being qualified for the practice of law, Mr. Paine esta
blished himself at Taunton, in the county of Bristol, where 
he resided for ma'lY years. 'Ve necessarily pass over seve
ral years of his life, during which we meet no occurrences of 
sufficient importance to merit fl. notice in these pages. It may 
be remarked, however, that at an eaTly period, he took a 
deep interest in the various disputes which arose between the 
colonic'!> u~(. the British government. He was a delegate from 
Taunton, to a convention called by leading men of Boston, 
in 1168, in consequence of the abrupt dissolution of the gene
ral court by Governor Bernard. This cOllvention the go
rem~r attel!lptcd to break up, but it con tinued in session several 
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days, and adopted many spirited resolutions, designed to 
awaken' in the people a greater attention to their rights, and 
to show to the ministry of England, that if those rights were 
violated, the provincial assembly would act independently of 
the governor. 

Mr. Paine was engaged in the celebrated trial of Captain 
• 

Preston, and his men, for the part they acted in the well 
kno'~Tn " Boston massacre" of li10. On this occasion, in the 
absence of the attorney general, he conducted the prosecution 
on the part of the crown. Although only a fragment of his 
address to the jury, at this time, has been preserved, it ap
pears that he managed the cause with the highest reputation 
to himself, both in regard to his honour as a faithful advo
cate, and at the same time as a friend to, the just rights ot 
those against whom he acted as council. • 

From this time, Mr. Paine appeared still more conspicuous
ly as the friend of liberty, in opposition to the tyrannical and 
oppressive mea::;ures of the British administration. In 1773, 
he was elected a representative to the general assembly, from 
the town of Taunton. It was now becoming a period of 
great alarm in the colonies. Men of principle and ~alent 

were selected to guard the ancient rights of the colonies, and 
to point to those measures which, in the approaching crisis, 
it was proper to pursue. It was a high honour, therefore, for 

• 

anyone to be elected a representative of the people. The 
rights, the liberties, ~;}d even the lives of their constitu
ents were placed in their hands; it was of the utmost im
portance that they should be men of sagacity, patriotism, and 
principle. Such, fortunately for the colonies, were the men 
who represented them in their provincia) assemblies, and in 
the contiqental conbrress. " » 

Of this latter body, l\ir. Paine was elected a member in 
1774. A general account of the proceedings of this as
sembly has already been given. At that time a separation 
from the parent country was not generally contemplated, 
although to more discerning .minds, such an event appear
ed not improbable, and that at no distant day. The con 
gress of 1774, were appointed m~i~11v to deliberate and de-

-
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termine upon the measures proper to be pursued, to secure 
the enjoyment and exercise of rights guaranteed to the colo
nies by their charters, and for the. restitution of union and 
harmony between the two countries, which was still desired 
by all. Accordingly they proceeded no farther at t.hat time, 
than to address the people of America, petition the king, 
state their grievances, assert their rights, and recommend the. 
suspension of importations from Great Britain into the co-
lonies. <-

The assembling of such a body, and for objects of so ques-
I tionable a character, was a bold step; and bold must have 

been the men, who could thus openly appear on the side of the 
I colonies, in opposition to the British ministry, and the royal 

power. In cOT!duding their session, in October of the same
a 

year, they presented a solemn appeal to the world, stating 
that innovation was not their object, but only the preserva-

I tion and maintenance of the rights which, as subjects of Great 
I 

Britain, had been granted to them by their ancient charters. 
H Had we been permitted," say they, "to enjoy ill quiet the 

I inheritance left us by our fathers, we should, at this time, have 
been peaceably, cheerfully, and usefully employed in recom
mending ourselves, by every testimony of devotion to his 
majesty, and of veneration to the state from which we derive 
our origin. Though now exposed to unexpected and unna-

, tural scenes of distress, by a contention with that nation, in 
whose general guidance, on all important occasions, we have 

I hitherto with filial reverence constantly trusted, and there
I 

fore can derive no instruction, in our present unhappy and 
perplexing circumstances, from any former experience; yet 
we doubt not, the purity of our intentions, and the integrity of 
our conduct, will justify us at that great tribuna], before which 
all mankind must submit to judgment. 'Ve ask but for 
peace, liberty, and safety. 'Ve wish not a diminution of the 
royal prerogatives; nor do we solicit the grant of any new 
right in our fav01,1r." 

To the continental congress, which met at Philadelphia 
in May, 1775, Mr. Paine was again a delegate from Massa
chusetts. At that time, the colonies were greatly in want of 

• 
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gunpowder. The manufacture of salt petre. one of its con
stituents, was but imperfectly understood. Congress appoint
ed a committee, of which Mr. Paine was chairman, to intro
duce the manufacture of it. In this particular, he rendered 
essential service to his country, by making extensive inquiries 
into the subject, and by inducing persons in various parts of 
-the provinces to engage in the manufacture of the article. 
The following is among the letters which he wrote on this 
subject, which, while it shows his indefatigable attention to 
the subject, will convey to the present generation some idea 
of the multiform duties of the patriots of the revolution. Mr. 
Paine also rendered himself highly useful, as a member of a 
committee for the encouragement of the manufacture of 
• 
cannon, and other implements of war. 

Philadelphia, June 10th, 1775. 
My very dear Sir, 

I cannot express to you the surprise and uneasiness 1 
received on hearing the congress express respecting the want 
of gunpowder; it was always a matter that lay heavy on 
my mind; but the observation I made of your attention to it, 
and your alertness and perseverance in every thing you under
take, and your repeatedly expressing it as your opinion that we 
had probably enough for this summer's campaign, made me quite 
easy. I rely upon it that measures are taken in rour parts of 
the continent to supply this defect. The design of your ex
press will be zealously attended to, I think. I have seen one 
of the powder mills here, where they make excellent powder, 
but have worked up all the nitre; one of our members is 
concerned in a powder mill at New-York, and has a man. at 
work making nitre. I have taken pains to inquire into the 
method. Dr. Franklin has sep.n salt-petre works at Hanover and 
Paris; and it strikes me to be as unnecessary, after a certain 
time, to send abroad for gunpowder, as for bread; provided 
people will make use of common understanding and industry; 
but for the present we must import from abroad. Major 
Foster told me, at Hartford, he suspected he had some land 
that would yield nitre; pray converse with him about it. Dr 

• 
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Franklin's account is much the same as is mentioned in one 
of the first of the American magazines; the sweeping of the 
streets, and rubbish of old building'S, are made into murtar, and 
built into walls, exposed to the air, and once in about two 
months scraped and lixiviated, and evaporated; when I can 
describe the method more minutely, I will write you; mean
while, girc me leave to condolc with you the loss of Colonel 

I Lee. Pray remember me to Colonel Orne, and all other our 
worthy friends. Pray take care of your important health, 
that you may be able to stand stiff' as a pillar in our new go-

I , erlllllent. 
I must now subscribe, with great respect and affection, 

YOllr humble seHant, 
R. T. PAINE • 

Of the congress of 1716, 1\:II'. Paine was also a member; 
and to the declaration of independence, which that body pub
lished to the world, he gave his vote, and affixed his name. 
III the December following, the situation of congress became 
justly alarming. The British army were, at this time, ma
liing rapid advances through New-Jersey, towards PhiIaucl 
phia. The troops of Washington, amounting to scarcely one 
third of the British force, it was thought would not be able to 
resist their progress, or prcvent their taking possession of 
Philadelphia. During the alarm excited by an approaching 
foe, congress adjourncd to Baltimore. Of the state of con
gress, at this time, the following letter of 1\lr. Paine gives an 
• • lnterestmg account. 

"Our public affairs have been exceedingly agitated since I 
\\'rote you last. The loss of fort Washington made way for 
that of fort Lee; and thc dissolution of our army happening 
at the same time, threw us into a most disagreeable situation. 
The interception of an express gave the enemy full assurance 
{<"vhat they ~ust have had some knowledge of before, the state 
of our army; ana they took the advantage of it. In two days 
after the possession of fort Lee, on the 20th of November, 
where we lost much baggage, and the chief of our battering can
non, they marched.to the Hackensack, and thence to Newolrk, 
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tldving General 'Yashington before them, with his 3000 men; 
thence to Elizabethtown. General Washing-ton supposed, 
from the best information he could get, that they were 10,000 I 
strong; marching with a large body of horse in front, and a 
very large train of artillery. 'Ve began to be apprehensive 
they were intended for Philadelphia; and congress sat all 
Sunda.y in determining proper measures on the occasion. I 
cannot describe to you the situation of this city. The pros
pect was really alarming. Monday, 9th; yesterday, General 
\Yashington crossed the Delaware, and the enemy arrived at 
Trenton on this side, thirty miles from this place; close 
quarters for Congress! It obliges us to move; we have re-
solved to go to Baltimore." i 

For the years 1777 and 1778, Mr. Paine was a member of 
congress, during the intenrals of whose sessions, he filled 
several importam offices in the state of Massachusetts. In 
1780, he was called to take a part in the deliberations of the 
convention, which met for the purpose of forming a constitu
tion for the commonwealth. Of the committee which framed 
that excellent instrument, he was a conspicuous member. 
li uder the government organized acccrding to this constitu
tion, he was appointed attorney general, an office which he 
continued to hold until 1790, when he was transferred to a 
seat on the bench of the supreme judicial court. In this situa
tion he remained till the year 1804, at which time he had at
tained to the advanced age of 73 years. As a lawyer, Mr. 
Paine ranked high among his professional brethren. His 
legal attainments were extensive. In the discharge of his 
duties as attorney general, he had the reputation of unneces
sary severity; but fidelity in that station generally provolH's 
the censure of the lawless and licentious. Towards the aban
doned and incorrigible he was indeed severe, and was willing 
that the law in all its penalties should be visited upon them. 
But where crime was followed by repentance, he could be 
moved to tenderness; and while, in the discharge of his offi
cial duty, he took care that the law should not fall into dis
respect through his inefficiency, he at the same time was ever 
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ready to recommend such as might deserve it to executive 
clemency. 

The IlIIportant duties of a judge, he discharged with ho· 
nour and great impartiality for the space of fourteen years 
Dllring the latter part of this time, he was affected with a 
deafness, which, in a measure, impaired his usefulne~s on the 
bench. Few men have rendered mere important services to 
the literary and religious institutions of a country, than did 
Judge Paine. He gave them all the support anu influence 
of his office, by urging upon grand jurors the faithful exe
cution of the laws, the support of schools, and the preserva
tion of a strict morality. 

The death of Judge Paine occurred on the eleventh of 
}lay, 181·1, having attained to the age of S4 years. Until 
ncar the close of life, the vigour of his mental faculties con
tinueu unimpaired. In quickness of apprehension, liveliness 
of imagination, and general intelligence, he had few supe
riors. His memory was of the most retentive character, and 
he was highly distinguished for a sprightly and agreeable 
turn in conversation. A witty severity sometimes excited 
tIe temporary disquietude of a friend; but if he was some
times inclined to indulge in pleasant raillery, he was willing 
to be the subject of it in his turn. 

As a scholar, he ranked high among literary men, and 
was distinguished for his patronage of all the useful institu
tions of the country. He was a founder of the American 
Academy established in ~assachusetts in 1780, and active in 
Its service until his death. The honorary deg'rec of doctOI 
of laws was conferred upon him by Harva~d University. 

Judge Paine was a firm believer in .. he divine origin of the 
Christian religion. He gave full credence to the scriptures, 
as a revelation from God, designed to instruct mankjnd in a 
knowledge of their duty, and to guide them in the way to 
eternal happiness. 
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ELDRIDGE GERRY. 

ELBRIDGE GERRY was born at Marblehead, in the state of 
Massachusetts, on the seventeenth day of July, 17L14. His fa
ther was a native of Newton, of respectable parentage and con
nexions. He emigra ted to A merica in 1730, soon after which, 
he established himself as a merchant in Marblehead, where he 
continued to reside until his death, in 177L1. He was much 
esteemed and respected, as a man of judgment and discretion. 

Of the early habits or manners of young Elbridge, little 
is known. He became a member of Harvard College be
fore he had completed his fourteenth year; and of course 
was too young at the university to acquire any decided cha
racter. 

:Mr. Gerry was originally destined to the profession of 
medicine, to which his own inclination strongly attached him. 
But soon 3fter leaving college, he engaged in commercial 
afiilirs, under the direction of his father, and for some years 
followed the routine of mercantile business in his native 
town. Great success attended his commercial enterprise 
and within a few years, he found himself in the enjoyment 
of a competent fortune. 

It is natural to' suppose that the superior education of Mr. 
Gerry, added to the respectable character he sustained, as a 
man of probity and judgment, gave him influence over the 
people among whom he resided. In May, 1772, the people I 
of Marblehead manifested their respect and confidence by 
sending him a representative to the general court of tIle 
province of Massachusetts. In May of the following year, 

. Mr. Gerry was re-elected to the' same office. During. 
the session of the general court that year, 1\'11'. Samuel 
Adams introduced his celebrated motion for the appointment 
of a standing committee of correspondence and inquiry. 

In accordance with this motion, committees of correspon
dCl~ce were appointed throughout the province, by means of, 
which intelligence was freely circulated abroad, and a spirit 
of patriotism was infused through all parts of the country. 
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Though one of the youngest members, Mr. Gerry was ap
pointed by the house of representatives, a member of this 
committee; in all the proceedings of which, he took an active 
and prominent part. 

In the month of June, the celebrated letters of Governor 
Hutchinson to persons in England, were laid before the 
house by Mr. Adams. The object of these letters, as noticed 
in a preceding page, was to encourage the British adminis
tration in maintaining their arbitrary measures. In the de
bates which ens ned on the disclosure of these letters, Mr. 
Gerry distinguished himself, and was indefatigably engaged 
through the year, in forwarding the resolute measures, which 

~ combined to overthrow the royal government of the pro
\'ince. He was also particularly active in the scenes which 
marked the year 1774. He united in the opposition to the 
importation of tea, and to the Boston port bill; and heartily 

, concurred in the esiablishment of a system of non-intercourse 
I with the parent country . 

• 

In the month of August, Governor Gage issued his pre .. 
I cepts to the several towns, to choose representatives to meet 
I at Salem, the first week in October. Before the arrival of 
I , that day, the governor bad countermanded their meeting. 

Notwithstanding this prohibition, delegates assembled at 

: themselves into a provincial -congress, they adjourned to 
I 
, Concord, and proceeded to business. Of tbis congress Mr. 
I Gerry was an active and efficient member. 

On the organization of the assembly, a committee was ap
i pointed to consider the state of the province. Fourteen of 
, 
, the most distinguished members of the congress, among 
, whom was Mr. Gerry, composed this committee. They pub-

• 

authority they had assumed, to awaken their constituents to a 
sense of the dangers they feared, and the injuries they had 
sustained; , 

They next appointed a committee of safety, and adopted 
measures to obtain a supply of arms and ammU!lition; of 
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which the province was lamentably deficiont. They re-or
ganized the militia, appointed general officers, and took such 
other measures as the approaching crisis seemed to render 

• 

necessary. 
In February, 1175, a new pr?vincial congress, of which Mr. 

Gerry was a member, assembled in Cambridge. This con
gress, like the former one, published an a ppeai to the people, 
designed to excite and regulate that patriotic spirit, which 
the emergency required. A general apprehension prevailed, 
that a pacific termination of the existing troubles was not to 
be expected. They avowed their abhorrence of actual hos
tilities, but still maintained their righ t to arm in defence of 
their country, and to prepare themselves to resi~t with the 
sword. 

In the spring of 1775, the prospect of open war every day 
increased. A streng apprehension prevailed, that an attempL 
would be made by the royal governor to destroy such military 
::;tores as had been col1ected, particularly at Concord and 
'Voreester. The committeE> of safety, in their solicitude on 
this subject, stationed a walch at each of these places, to 
give an alarm to the surrounding country should such an at· 
tem pt be made. 

A short period only elapsed, before the apprehensions of 
the people proved not to be wi thout foundation. ~he expe
dition to Concord, and the bloody scenes which occurred 
both there and at Lexington, ushered in the long expected 
contest. "Among the objects of this expedition," observes 
Mr. Austin, in his life of Mr. Gerry, "one was to seize the 
persons of some of the influential members of Congress, 
and to hold them as hostages for the moderation of their 
colleagues, or send them to England for trial as traitors, and 
thus strike dismay and terror into the minds of their asso· 
ciates and friends. 

"A committee of congress, among whom were 1\Ir. Gerry, 
Colonel Orne, and Colonel Hancock, had been in session on 
the day preceding the march of the troops, in the village of 
Menotomy, then part of the township of Cambridge, on the 
Toad to Lexington. The latter gentleman, after the session 
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wn:-l o",rr, harl gone to Lrxington. ~Ir. Gerry flnll 1\11'. Orne 
rrmained at the "iIlage, the other members of the committee 
had dispersed. 

, 

"Some officers of the roral army hat! been sent out in 
, 

adraJICe, who passed through the dllages just before dusk, 
ill the afternoon of the 18th of April, and a1tllOlIgh the ap
pl'arance of similar drtachments was not uncommon, these 
so far attracted the attention of )lr. Gel"l'Y, that he despatched 
fin express to Colonel Hancock, who, with Samuel Adams, 
was at Lexington. The messenger passed the oflicers, by 
taking a by-path, and delhrered hi, letter. The idea of per
sonal danger does not seem to hu\'e made any strong impres
sion on either of these gentlemen. Mr. Hancock's answer 
to JIr. Gerry bears marks of the haste with which it was 
written, while it discovers that habitual politeness on the 
part of ihe writer, which neither haste or danger could impair. 

Lexington, AprillSth, 1775. 
Dear Sir, 

I am much obliged for your notice. It is said the officers 
are gone to Concord, and I will send word thither. I am 
full with you, that we ought to be serious, and I hope your 
decision will be effectual. I intend doing myself the plea. 
sure of being with you to-morrow., My respects to the 
committee. 

I am your real friend, . 
J OUN HANCOCK. 

Mr. Gerry and Colonel Orne retired to rest, without ta· 
king the least precaution against p~rsonaI exposure, and they 
remained quietly in their beds, until the British advance 
were within view of the dwelling house. It was a fine moon· 
light night, and they quietly marked the glittering of its 
beams, on the polished arms of the soldiers, as the troops 
moved with the silence and regularity of accomplished discip. 
iine. The front passed on. 'Vhen the centre were opposite 
to the house, occupied by the committee, an officer and file 
of men were detaehed by signal, and marched towards it. b 
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was not until this moment they entertained any apprehenslOn 
of danger. 'Vhile the o1ficer was posting his files, the gen
tlemen found means, by their l)etter Imowledge of the premi
ses, to escape, half dressed as they were, into an adjoining 
cornfield, where they remained concealed for more than ar 
hour, until the troops were withdrawn. Every apartment of 
the house was searched 'for the members of the rebel con 
gress ;' even the beds in which they had lain were examined 
But their property, amI among other things, a valuable watel 
of Mr. Geay's. whic.h was under his pillow, was not dis 

turbetl." 
A few days after the skirmishes at Lexington and Concord. 

the provincial congress re-assembled. It was now apparent 
that the controversy must be decided by force of arms. At 
this time, it was found that nlmost every article of a military 
kind was yet to be procured. The province l)o~,sessed 110 

magazines of arms, and had little ammunition. N 0 contract~ 

for provision or clothing had yet been made. To meet thest" 
exigencies, a committee, at the head of which was 1\'11' 
Gerry, was immediately appointed, and clothed with thf 

• 
proper power. The article most needed was that of gun 
powder, to procure which, Mr. Gerry was specially commis 
sioned by the committee. In the discharge of this duty, he 
wrote many letters to gentlemen in different parts of th( 
country, from whom he received others in reply. One of 
these will- be found in the life of Robert Treat' Paine, in a 
preceding page. Mr. Gerry did more: in many cases he 
he:5itated not to ad,rance his own funds, where immediate 
payment was required. In the progress of the war, the evi 
denee of these nayments was lost, or mislaid, and their fin a' 
settlement Wo.~ .... ttended with heavy pecuniary loss. 

On the 17th day of June, was fought the celebrated battle 
of Bunker Hill. The provincial congress was at that time in 
session, at Watertown. Before the battle, Dr. Joseph 'Varren, 
president of the congress, who was the companion and room 
mate of Mr. Gerry, communicated to the latter his intention 

• 

of mingling in the expected contest. The night preceding 
the doct{)r's departure for Bunker Hill. he lodged, it is said • 
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in the tmme bed with Mr. Gerry. In the morning, in reply 
to the admonitions of his friend, as he waf! about to lean'! 
hilll, he uttered the well known words, "Dulce ct decorum, 
cst, pro patria mori."1F 

Mr. Gerry, 011 that day, attended the provincIal congress. 
His brave friend, as is we11 known, followed where his duty 
called him, to the memorable II heights of BUlllwr," where 
he fell fighting for the cause of liberty and his country. 

A t an early period in I 'i''i"o, 1\1r. Gerry submitted a propo
sal in the prodncial congress of Massachusetts, for a law to 
encourage the litting out of armed vessels, and to provide for 
the adjudication of prizes. This was a step of no small im
portance. To grant letters of marque and of reprisal, is the 
prerogathre of the sovereign. For a colony to authorise 
sllch an act, was rebellious, if not treasonable. The proposal 
was sustained, though not without opposition. Air. Gerry 
was chairman of the committee appointed to prepare the act 
to authorise private€ring, and to establish admiralty courts. 
Governor Sullivan was another member of it; aud on these 
two gentlemen devolved the task of drawing the act, which 
they executed in a small room under the belfry of the Water
town meeting house, in which the provincial congress was 
holding its session. This law, John Adams pronounced 
one of the most important measures of the Revolution. 
Under the sanction of it, the Massachusetts cruizers captured 
many of the enemy's vessels, the cargoes of which furnished 
various articles of necessity t.o the colonies. 

Of the court of admiralty, established in pursuance of the 
law proposed by Mr. Gerry, that gentleman himself was ap
pointed a judge, for the counties of Suffolk, Middlesex, and 
Essex. This honour, however, he declined, from a determi-: 
nation to devote himself to more active duties. 

To such duties, he was not long after called, by the suffra
ges of his fellow citizens, who elected him a delegate from 
Massachusetts to the continental congress, in which body he 
took his se~t, on the 9th of February, 1776. For this 
distinguished station he was eminently fitted; and of this 

• It is sweet and glorious to lay down life for one's country. 
1]· . 
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body he continued a member with few intervals, until Sep 
tember, 1785. Our limits preclude a minute notice of the 
various duties which he there discharged. On various occa
sions he was appointed to serve on committees, whose busi
ness required great labour, and whose results involved the 
highest interests of the country. He assisted in arranging 
the plan of a general hospital, and of introducing a better 
discipline into the army; and regulating the commissary's 
departments. In several instances, he was appointed, with 
others, to visit the army, to examine the state of the money 
and finances of the country, and to expedite the settlement 
of puulic accounts. In the exercise of his various official 
functions, no man exhibited more fidelity, or a more unweari
ed zeal. He sustained the character of an active and resolute 
statesman, and retired from the councils of the confederacy, 
with all the honours which patriotism, integrity, and talents, 
could acquire in the service of the state. Before leaving 
New-York, he married a respectable lady, who had been 
educated in Europe, with whom he now returned to Massa
chusetts, and fIxed his residence at Cambridge, a few miles 

. from Boston. 
From the quiet of retirement, Mr. Gerry was again sum

moned in 1787, by his native state, as one of its representa
tives to a convention, called for the "sole and express pur
pose of revising the articles of confederation, and reporting 
to congress, and to the several legislatures, such alterations 
and provisions as shall render the federal constitution ade
quate to the exigencies of government, and the preservation 

of the union." 
On the meeting of this convention, little difference of 

opinion prevailed, as to the great principles whi.ch should 
form the basis of the constitution; but on reducing these 
principles to a system, perfect harmony did exist. To Mr. 
Gerry, as well as others, there appeared strong objections to 
the constitution, and he declined affixing his signature to the 
instrument.. ~lliese objections he immediately set forth, in a 
letter addressed to his constituents, in which he observes: 

" My principal objections to the plan are, that there is no 
• 

• 

• 
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adequate provision for a representation of the people; that 
they have no security for the right of election; that some 01 

the powers of the legislature are ambiguous, and others in
definite and dangerous; that the executive is blended with, 
and will have an undue influence over, the legislature; that 
the judicial department will be oppressive; that treaties of 
the highest importance may be formed by the president, with 
the advice of two thirds of a quorum of the senate; and that 
the system is without the security of a bill of rights. These 
arc objections which arc not local, but apply equally to all 
the states. 

" As the convention was called for 'the sole and express 
• 

purpose of revising the articles of confederation, and report-
mg to congress and to the several legislatures, such altera
tions and provisions as shall render the federal constitution 
adequate to the exigencies of government, and the preserva
tion of the union,' I did not conceive that these powers ex
tended to the formation of the plan propos cd ; but the con
vention being of a diffcrent opinion, I acquiesced in it; being 
fuHy convinced, that to preserve the union, an efficient go
vernment was indispensably necessary; and that it would be 
difficult to make proper amendments to the articles of con
federation." 

"The constitution proposed has few, if any, federal fea .. 
, 

tures, but is rather a system of national government; never .. 
theless, in many respects, I think it has great merit, and, by 
proper amendments, may be adapted to 'the exigencies o.f go 
vernment,' and the preservation ofliberty." 

When the constitution was submitted to the state conven
tion of Massachusetts, of three hundred and sixty members, 
of which that body consisted, a majority of nineteen only 
were in favour of its ratification. Although so many coin
cided with Mr. Gerry in his views of the constitution, he was 
highly censured by its advocates, who, under the excitement' 
of party feelings, imputed to him motives by which he, pro
bably, was not actuated. 

Under the new constitution, Mr. Gerry was chosen by the 
inhabitants of the district in which he resided, as thcir repre-
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sentative to congress. In this station he served hi~ (.onsti· 
tuents for four years; and, although he had formerly opposed 
the adoption of the constitution, he now cheerfully united in 
carrying it into efiect, since it had received the sanction ot 
his country. Indeed, he took occasion, on the floor of t.~('n-

• 

gress, not long after taking his scat in that body, to dec1m'c, 
"that the federal constitution h~ving become the supremE 
law of the land, he conceh'cd the salvation of the country 

• 

depended on its being carried into effect." 
At thc expiration of the above period, although again pro

posed as a delegate to congress, he declined a re-election, and 
again retired to his family at Cambridge . 

• 

On the fourth of March, 1791, Mr. Adams, who had pre-
viotIsly been electe.d to succeed General 'Vashington in the 
presidency, entered upon that office. France had already 
commenced her aggressions on the rights and commerce of 
the United States, and General Pinckney had been dispatch
ed to that conntry, to adjust existing differences. 

Immediately upon succeeding to the presidency, l\Ir 
Adams received intelligence that the French republic had 
announced to General Pinckney its determination" not to 
receive another minister from tho United States, until after 
the redress of grievances." 

In this state of things, the president convened congress by 
proclamation, on the fifteenth of June. Alt.llOugh keenly 
sensible of the indignity offered to the country by the French 
government, Mr. Adams, in his speech to congress, informed 
that body, " that as he believed neither the honour, nor the 
interests of the United States, absolutely forbade the repeti
tion of advances. for securing peace and friendship with 
France, he should institute a fresh attempt at negociation." 

Upon his recommendation, therefore, three envoys extra 
Orrdinary, Mr. Gerry, General Pinckney, and Mr. Marshall, 
were dispatched to carry into effect the pacific dispositions of 
tIle United States. On their arrival at Paris, the French di
-rectoty;-· under . various pretexts, delayed to acknowledge 
them in their official capacity. In the mean time, the tools 
of that government addressed them, demanding, in explicit 

• 
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terms. a large sum of money, as the .col1llition of any ncgo
ciution. TlJis being rcfused, an attempt was next made to 
excitc their fears for themselves, and their country. In the 

• 
spring of 17U8, two of the envoys, :Messrs. Pinckney anel 
~IaI'shall, were onlered to quit the territories of France, while 
Mr. Gerry was invited to remain, and resume the negociation 
which had bcen suspended. 

Although Mr. Gerry accepted the invitation to remain, yet 
he uniformly and resolutely refused to resume t.he ncgocia
tiUIl. His object in remaining in France was to prevent an 
immediate rupture with that country, which, it W,IS appre- ! 
henucd, would rcsult from his departure. Although he was 
censured, at the time, for t.he course he took, his continuance 
seems to have resulted in the gooa of his country. '" He 
tinally saved the peace of the nation," said the late President 
Adams, " for he alone discovcred and furnished the evidence 
that X. Y. and Z. were employed by Talleyrand; and he 
alone brought home the direct, formal, and official assurances 
upon which the subsequent commission proceedec, and reace 
was made." 

On his return to America, in October, 1708, Mr. Gerry 
was solicited, by the republican party in 1\iassachusetts, to 
become their candidate for the office of governor. At that 
period, much excitement prevailed on the subject of politics, 
throughout the country. Although at first unsuccessful, his 
party, in 1805, for the first time, obtainod the governor of 
their choice. 

In the following year, Mr. Gerry retired. But in 1810, 11e 
was again chosen chief magistrate of that commonwealth, in 
which office he was continued for the two following years. 
In 1812, he was recommended to the people of the United 
States, by the republican members of congress, to fill the of
fice of vice president. To a letter addressed to him, by a 
committee announcing his nomination, he replied, "The 
question respecting the acceptance, or non-acceptance of 
this proposition, involved many considerations of great 
weight, in my mind; as they related to t.he nation, to this 
state, and to my domestic concerns. But it if) neither expe-

R 
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llient or necessary to state the points, since one was para 
mount to the rest, that 'in a republic, the service of each 
citizen is uue to the state, even in profound peace, and much 
more so when the nation stands on the threshold of war.' 
I have the honour frankly to acknowleuge this distinguished 
testimony of confidence, on the part of my congressional 
friends and fellow citizens, gratefully to accept their proficr, 
and freely to assure them of every exertion in my power, for 
meriting in office, the approbation of themselves and of the 

public." 
The nomination of Mr. Gerry, thus made, was followed by 

his election, and on the fourth of March, 1813, he was inau
gurated vice president of the United States. Providence, 
however, had not destined him to the long enjoyment of the 
dignified station which he now held. ,\Vhile attending to his 
duties, at Washington, he was suddenly summoned from the 
scene of his earthly labours. A beautiful monument, erected 
at the national expense, covers his remains, and records the 
date and circumstances of his death. 

• 

THE TOMB OF 

ELBRIDGE GERRY, 
Vice President of the enited States, 

~ho died suddenly, in this city, on his way to the 
Capitol, iIS President of the Senate, 

November 23d, 1814. 
Aged 70 • 

• • 
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JOSIAH BARTLETT, 
WILLIAM WHiPPLE, 
:MATTHEW THORNTON. 

'E 

JOSIAH BARTLETT. 

: JOSIAH BARTLETT, the first of the New-Hampshire delega
; tiun who signed the declaration of independence, was born 
, 

: in Amesbury, Massachusetts, in 1729. He was the fourth 
, son of Stephen Bartlett, whose ancestors came from Rnglanu 
I ; during the seventeenth century, and settled at Beverly. 
I ' 
! The early education of young Bartlett appears to have been 
! respectable, although he had not the advantages of a col
i legiate eourse. At the age of sixteen he began the study of 
, medicine, for which he had a competent knowl~dge of the 

Greek and Latin languages. 
On finishing his preliminary studies, which were superin-

tended by Dr. Ordway, of Amesbury, and to which he devoted 
! himself with indefatigable zeal for five years, he commencet! 
I 
~ the practice of his profession at Kingston, in the year 1750. 
, Two years from the above date, he was attacked by a fever, 
I which for a time seriously threatened his life. From an inju-

, 

dicious application of medicines, and too close a confinement 
to' his chamber, life appeared to be rapidly ebbing, and all 
hope!:l of his recovery were relinquished. In this situation, 
one evening, he strongly solicited his attendants to give him 
some cider. At first they were strongly reluctant to comply 
with his wishes, under a just apprehension, that sf'rious and 

• == - , 

, 

• • 
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even fatal consequences migllt ensue. The patient, however, 
would nut be pacified, until his request was granted At 
length they complied with his request, and of the cider thus 
given him, he continued to drink at intervals during the night. 
The effect of it proved highly beneficial. It mitigated the 
febrile symptoms, a copious perspiration ensued, and from 
this time he began to recover. 

This experiment, if it may be called an experIment, was 
treasured up in the mind of Dr. Bartlett, and seems to have led 
him to abandon ihe rules of arbitrary system, for the more 
just principles of nature and experience. lIe became a skil- , 

I ful and distinguished practitioner. To him is ascribed the 
first application of Peruvian bark in cases of canker, which 
before, was considered an illflammatory, instead of a putrid 
disease, and as such had been unsuccessfully treated. 

• 

This disease, which was called the throat distemper, first 
appeared at Kingston, in the spring of 1735. The first per
son a1llicted with it, was sHit! to have contracted the disease ' 
from a hGg, which he sldnned and opened, and which had 
died of a distem per of the throa t. The disease which was 
supposed thus to have originated, soon after spread abroad 
through the town, and to children uncler ten years of age it 
proved exceedingly fatal. Like the plague, it swept its vic
tims to the grave, almost without warning, and some are said 
to have expired while sitting at play handling their toys. At 
this time, medical skill wus baffled; every method of treat
ment pursued, proved ineffectual. It ceased its ravages only 
where victims were no longer to be found. 

In the year 1754, Kingston was again visited with this ma
lignant disease. Doctor Bartlett was at this time a physician 
of the town. At first he treated it as an inflammatory disease; 
but at length, satisfied that this was not its character, he ad- I 
ministered Peruvian bark to a child of his own who was 

• 

afflicted with the disease, and with entire success. From this 
time the use of it became general, as a remedy in diseases of 
the same type. 

A man of the distinguished powers of Doctor Bartlett, and 
of his decision and integrity, was not likely long to remain 
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unnoticed; in times which tried men's souls. The public at
trntion was soon directed to him, as a gentleman in whom 
confidence might be reposed, and whose duties, whate\'er they 
might be, would be (!iscliarged with promptness and fidelity. 

In the year 1765, Doctor Bartlett was elected to the legis-
lature of the province of New-Hampshire, from the town of 
Kingston. In his legislative capacity, he soon found occa
sion to oppose the mercenary views of the royal governor. 
lIe would not become subservient to the will of a man whose 
ohject, next to the display of his own authority, was the sub-
jection of the people to the authority of the British adminis-

• tratlOn. 
The controversy between Great Britain and her colonies, 

was now beginning to assume a serious aspect. At this time, 
John 'Ventworth was the royal governor, a man of no ordi
nary sagacity. Aware of the importance of attaching the dis
tinguished men of the colony to the royal cause, among other 
magistrates, he appointed Dr. Bartlett to the office of justice 
of the peace. This was indeed an inconsiderable honour; 
but as an evidence of the governor's respect for his talents 
and influence, was a point of some importance. Executive 
patronage, however, was not a bait by which snch a man as 

· Dr. Bartlett would be seduced. He accepted the appoint
ment, but was as firm in his opposition to the royal governor 
as he had been before. 

I 
• 
• 

, 
I 

I 

I , 
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The opposition which was now abroad in America against 
the British government, and which continued to gather 
strength until the year 1774, had made equal progress in 
the province of New-Hampshire. At this time, a committee 
of correspondence, agreeably to the recommendation and ex
ample of other colonies, was appointed by the house of repre
sent.atives. For this act, the governor immediately dissolved 
the assembly. But the committee of correspondence soon
after re-assembled the representatives, by whom circulars 
were addressed to the several towns, to send delegates 
to a convention, to be held at Exeter, for the purpose of se
lecting deputies to the continental congress, which was to 
meet at Philadelphia in-the ensuing September. 
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• 

In this convention, Dr. Bartlett, and John Pickering, a law
yer, of Portsmouth, we1'(, appointed delegates to congress. 
The former of these having- a little.previously lost his house 
by fire, was under the necessity of declining the honour. The 
lutter gentleman wishing also to be excused, other gentlemen 
were elected in their stead. 

Dr. Bartlett, however, retained his seat in the house of rep
resentati ves of the province. Here, as in other colonies, the 
cullisions between the royal governor and the people con
tinued to increase. The former was more arbitrary in his 
proceedings; the latter better understood their rights, and 
were more independent. The conspicuous part which Dr. 

wi-t-h- wltieft.fte 
)'esisted the royal exactions, rendered him highly obnoxious 
to the governor, by whom he wns deprived of his commission 
as justice of the peace, anll laconically dismissed from his 
command in the militia. 

From this time, the political difficulties in New-Hampshire 
greatly increased. At length, Governor 'Ventworth found it 
necessary for his personal safety to- retire on board the 
Fa 'Tey man of war, then lying ill the harbour of Portsmouth. 
From this he went to Boston, and thence to the Isle of Shoals, 
,vhere he issued his proclamation, adjourning the assembly 
till the following A pri!. This act, however, terminated the 
foyal government in the province of New-Hampshire. A 
provincial congress, of which l\'Iatthew Thornton was presi
dent, was soon caned, by which a temporary government was 
organized, and an oath of allegiance was framed, which every 
llldiviuual was obliged to take. Thus, after subsisting for a 
period of ninety years, the British government was forenf 
annihilated in New-Hampshire. 

In September, 1'175, Dr. Bartlett, who had been elected to 
the continental congress, took his seat in that body. In thi~ 
new situation, he acted with his accustomed energy, and ren. 
dered important services to his country. At this time, con
gress met at nine in the morning, and continued its session 
until four o'clock in the afternoon. The state of the country 
required this incessant application of the membel's. But 
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anxiety and fl.1tigue they could endure without repining. The 
lires and fortunes of themselves alHI families, and fellow 
citizens, were in jeoparuy. Liberty, too, wa:; ill jcopanly. 
Like faithful sentinels, therefore, they sustainctl with eheer
fulness their laborious task; and, when occasion required, 
coulu dispense with the repose of nights. In this unwearied 
del'otion to business, Dr. Bartlett largely participated; in 
consequence of which, his health and spirits were for a time 

I con:5iderably afrected. 
I • 

i In a second election, in the early part of the year 1776, 
, Dr. Bartlett was again chosen a delegate to the continental 
! congress. He was present on the memorable occasion of 
I 

_ ,L. ,1ukino·ihc...yote I.ln-thc l1 ue::;tio.n of atleclnration of indepen-
I 0 ,-

Ii dence. On putting the question, it was agreed to begin with 
11 the northernmost colony. Dr. Bartlett, therefore, had the 
! honour of being called upon for an expression of his opinion, 
I und of first Jiving his vote in favour of the resolution. 
I On the evacuation of Philadelphia, by the British, in 1778, 

I 
congress, whir-h had for some time held its sessions at York
town, adjourned to meet at the former place, within three 
days, that is, on the second day of July. The delegates no,~ 
left Yorktown, and in different companies proceeded to the 

I place of adjournment. Dr. Bartlett, however, was attended 
• 

I 

I 

I 

only by a single servant. They were under the necessity of 
passing through a forest of considerable e~.tcnt; it was reo 
ported to be the lurk~ng place of a band of robbers, by whom 
several persons had been waylaid, and plundered of their 
eficcts. On arriving at an inn, at the entrance of the wood, 
Dr. Bartlett was informed of the existence of this band of 
desperadoes, and ca.utioned against proceeding, until other 
travellers should arrive. \Vhiie the doctor lingered for the 
purpose of refreshing himself and horses, ihe landlord, to 
corroborate the statement which he had made, and to heighten 
still more the apprehension of the travellers, related the fol
lowing anecdote. "A paymaster of the army, with a large 
quantity of paper money, designed for General 'Vashington, 
had attempted the passage of the wood, a few weeks before. 
On a;rriving at the skirts of the wood. he was flIJprist'd of 

• • • 
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his danger, but al'! it was necessary fur him to proceed, he 
laid aside his military garb, purchased a worn out horse, and 
a sadJle and bridle, and a farmer's saddlebags of correspond 
ing appearance: in the latter, he deposited his money, and 
with a careless manner proceeded on his way. At some dis
tance from the skirt of the wood, he was met by two of the 

I 

, 
I 
I 

I 

gang, who demanded his money. Others were skulking at I 

no great distance in the wood, and waiting the issue of the 
, 

interview. To the demand for moncy, he replied, that he 
had a small sum, which they were at liberty to take, if they 
believed they had a better right to it than himself and fa 
mily. Taking from his pocket a few small pieces of money, I 
ITe o-lTeredthcm to them; at the same time, in the styh'l and t 
simplicity of a quaker, he spoke to them of the duties of rcli-

I 
gion. Decci ved by the air (If honesty which he assumed, ' 
they suffered him to pass, without further molestation, the II 
one observing to the other, that so poor a quaker was not 
worth the robbing. \Yithout any further interruption, the I 
poor q unker reached the other side of the wood, and at length 
d(·livered the contents of his saddlebags to General Wash- i

l 

in 'fton." o 

During the relation of this anecdote, several other members 
of congress arrived, when, having prepared their arms, they 
proceeded on their journey, and in safety passed over the in- ! 
fested territory. 

On the evacuation of Philadelphia, it- was obvious from the 
condition of the city, that an enemy had been there. In a 
letter to a friend, Dr. Bartlett describes the alterations and 
ravages which had be-en made. "Congress," he says, "was 
obliged to hoh! its sessions in the college hall, the state house 
having been left by the enemy in a condition which could 
scarcely be described. Many of the finest houses were COIl

verted into stables; parlour floors cut through, and the dung 
shovelled through into the cellars. Through the country, 
north of the city, for many mi1es, the hand of desolation had 
marked Its way. Houses had been consumed, fences carried ' 
off, gar~ens and orchards deftroyed. Even the great roadlf 
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I were scarcely to be discovered, amidst the confusion and de
: ~olation which prevailed." 
, 

In August, 177~, a new election took place in N ew .. IIamp
I 
! shire, when Dr. Bartlett was again chosen a dcl<'gate to con-

, 
, 

gress j he continued, however, at Philadelphia, but an incon
i sidcracte part of die session, his domestic concerns requiring 
I his attention. During the remainder of his life, he resided in 
I Nt;w-Hampshire, tilling up the measure of his usefulness in a 
: zealous devotion to the interests of the state. 
r In the early part of the year 1779, in a letter to one of the 
1 

· delegates in congress, Dr. Bartlett gives a deplorable accoun t 
I ' I: of the difficulties and sufferings of the people in N ew-Hamp-
t: shire. The money of the country had become much depre
I: ciated, and provisions were scarce and high. Indian corn 

I was sold at ten dollars a bushel. Other things were in the 
i 

· same proportion. The soldiers of the army could scarcely 
I 

I subsist on their pay and the officers, at times, found it dim-
I cult to keep them together. 
! During the same year, Dr. Bartlett was appointeu chief 

just:ce of the court of common pleas. In 1782, he became 
: an associate justice of the supreme court, and in 1788, he 
• 

, was advanced to t.he head of the bench. In the course of 
this latter year, the present constitution was presented to the 

! several states, for their consideration. Of the convention in 
1 ' 

: New-Hampshire, which adopted it, Dr. Bartlett was a member, 
! and by his zeal was accessory to its ratificatipn. In 1789, 
, . 

· he was elected a senator to congress; but the infirmities of 

I 
age induced him to decline the office. In 1793, he was elect-

i ed first governor of the state, which office he filled, with his 
• 

accustomed fidelity, until the infirm state of his health obliged 
, 

, him to resign the chief magistracy, and to retire wholly from 
public busincs:;. In January, 1794, he expressed his deter
mination to close his public career in the following letter to 
the legislature: 

"Gentlemen of the Legislature- After having served the 
public for a number of years, to the best of my abi1iti~, in 
the various offices to which I have had the honour to be ap
pointed, I think it proper, before your adjournment, to signify 

S 12-
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to you, and through you to my fellow citizens at large, thnt 1 
now find myself .so far advanced in age, that it will be expe
dient for me, at the close of the session, to retire from the 
cares and fatigues of public business, to the repose of a pri
vate life, with a grateful sense of the repeated marks of trust 
and confidence that my fellow citizens have reposed in me, 
and with luy best wishes for the future peace and prosperity 
of the state." 

The repose of a private life, however, which must have be
come eminently desirable to a man whose life had been past 
in the toils and troubles of the revolution, was destined to 
be of short duration. This eminent man, and distinguished 
patriot, closed his earthly career on the nineteenth day of 
May, 1795, in the sixty-sixth year of his age. 

Fro the sketches of the life of this distinguished man, little 
need be added, respecting his character. His patriotism was 
of a singularly elelrated character, and the sacrifices which he 
made for the good of his country were such as few men are 
willing to make. He possessed a quick and penetrating mind, 
and, at the same time, he was distinguished for a sound and 
accurate judgment. A scrupulous justice marl\ed his dealings 
with all mell, and he exhibited great fidelity in his engage
ments. Of his religious views we are unable to speak with 
confidence, although there is some reason to believe that his 

• 

principles were less strict, than pertained to the puritans of 
the day. He rose to office, and was recommended to the , 
confidence of his fellow citizens, not less by the general pro-
bity of his character, than the force of his genius. Unlike 
many others, he had no family, or party connexions, to raise 
him to influence in society; but standing tid his own merits, 
he passed through a succession of offices which he sustained 
with uncommon honour to himself, and the duties of which he 
discharged not only to the satisfaction of his fellow citizens, 
but with the highest benefit to his country . 

• 
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WILLIAM WHIPPLE. 

,VILLIAM WHIPPLE was the eldest son of William \Vhipple, 
and was born at. Kittery, Maine, in the year 1730. His father 
was a native of Ipswich, and was bred a malts tel' ; but for seve
ral years after his removal to I{ittery, !., r",llowed the seu. His 
mother was the daughter of Robert Cutts, a distinguished ~hip
builder, who established himself at Kitte'rv, where he hccalllc 

~ 

wealthy, and at his death left a handsome fortune to his 

daughter. 
The education of young 'Vhipple was limited to a public 

school, in his native town. It was respectable, but did not 
embrace that variety and extent of leal"ning, which is general
ly obtained at some higher seminary. 

On lea7ing school, he entered on board a merchant vessel, 
and for several years devoted himself to commercial business, 
on the sell. His voyages were chiefly confined to the West
Indies, and proving successful, he acquired a considerable 

fortune. 
In 1759, he relinquished a seafaring life, and commenced 

business with a brother at Portsmouth, where they continued 
in trade, until within a few years of the revolution. 

Mr. Whipple early entered with spirit into the controversy 
between Great Britain and the colonies, and being distin
guished for the general probity of his character~ as well as 
for the force of his genius, was frequently elected by his 
townsmen to offices of trust and responsibility. In the pro
vincial congress, which met at Exeter, January, 1775, for the 
purpose of electing delegates to thl~ continental congress in 
Philadelphia, he represented the town of Portsmouth. He 
also represented that town in the provincial congress, which 
was assembled at Exeter the following May, and by that bodj' 
was appointed one of the provincial committee of safety. In 
1176 he was appointed a delegate to the general congress, of 
which body he continued a member until the middle of Sep-

tember, 1799. 
In this important situation, he was distinguished f~r great 
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activity, and by his perseverance and application commended 
himself to the respect of the national assembly, and to his 
constituents at home. He was particularly active as one of 
the superintendants of the commissary's and quartermaster's 
departments, in which he was successful in correcting many 
abuses, and in giving to those establishments a proper cor
rectness and efficiency. 

" The memo} :lLle day which gave birth to the declaration 
of independence afforded, in the case of \Villiam ,\Vhipple," 
as a writer observes, "a striking example of the uncertainty 
of human affairs, and the triumphs of perseverance. The 
cabin boy, who thirty years before had looked forward to a 
command of a vessel as the consummation of all his hopes and 
wishes, now stood amidst the congress of 1776, and looked 
around upon n conclave of patriots, such as the world had never 
witnessed. He whose ambition once centered in inscrib-

• 

ing his name as commander upon a crew-list, now affixed his 
signature to a document, which has embalmed it for posterity." 

In the year 1777, while Mr. Whipple was a member of 
congress, the appointment of brigadier general was bestowed 
upon him, and the celebrated John Stark, by the assembly of 
New-Hampshire. Great alarm at this time prevailed in New
Hnmpshir'e, in consequence of the evacuation of Ticon'deroga 
by the Americans, its consequent possession by the British, 
and the progress of General Burgoyne, with a large force, 
toward the state. The militia of New-Hampshire were ex
peditiously organised into two brigades, the command of 
which was given to the above two generals. The intrepid 
conduct of General Stark, in the ever memorable defence of 
Bennington, must be only alluded to in this place. The advan
tage thus gained, laid the foundation of the still more signal vic
tory which was obtained in the October following by Genera] 
Gates, over the distinguished Burgoyne and his veteran sol
diers, at Saratoga; since it was here proved to the militia, 
that the Hessians and Indians, so much dreaded by them, 
were not invincible. The career of conquest which had before 
animated the troops of Burgoyne was checked. For the first 
time, General Burgoyne was sensible of the danger of his 
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I "ituation. He had regarded the men of New-Hampshire, Ilnd 
the Green Mountains, with contempt. But the battle uf 

I Dennington taught him both to fcar and respect them. In a 
letter audressed about this time to Lord Germaine, he re
marks: "The New-Hampshire Grants, till of Jate but little 
known, hang like a cloud on my left." 

• 

The ill bodings of Burgoyne were realised too SOOI1, for 
his own reputation. The militia from the neighbouring states 
hastened to reinforce the army of General Gates, which was 
now looking forward to an engagement with that of General 
Burgoyne. This engagement soon after took place, as al
ready noticed, at Saratoga, and ended in the surrender of the 
royal army to the American troops. In this desperate battle, 
General "\Vhipple commanded the troops· of New-Hampshire. 
On that occasion, his meritorious conduct was rewarded by 
his being jointly appointed with Colonel Wilkinson, as the re
presentative of General Gates, to meet two officers from Gen
eral Burgoyne, and settle the articles of capitulation. He was 
also selected as one of the officers, who were appointed to 
conduct the surrendered army to their destined encampment, 
on Winter Hill, in the vicinity of Boston. On this expedi
tion, General Whipple was attended by a faithfui negro ser
vant, named Prince, a native of Africa, and" hom the gene
ral had imported several years before. "Prince," said the 
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general, one day, as they were proceeding to their place of I. 
destination,." we may be called into action, in which case, . i 

bravely for the country." " Sir," replied Prince, in a manly 
tone, " I have no wish to fight. and no inducement; but had I 
my liberty, I would fight in defence of the country to the last 
drop or my blood." " Well," said the general, " Prince, from 
titis mom~nt you are free." 

In 1778, General Whipple, with a detachment of New
Hampshire militia, was engaged, under General Sullivan, in 
executing a plan which had for its object the retaking of 
Rhode Island from the British. By some misunderstanding, 
the French fleet, under Count D'Estaing, which was destined 
to co-operate with General Sullivan, failed of rendering the 
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expected assistance, in consequence of which General Sulli· 
van was obliged to retreat. General Sullivan, with his 
troops, occupied a position on the north end of the island I 
One morning, while a number of ofilcers were ~:'::'dk;asting 
in the general's quarters, a detachment of British troops were 
perceived on an eminence, at the distance of about three 
quarters of a mile. A field piece was soon after discharged 
by the enemy, the ball of which, after killing one of the 
horses at the door, passed through the side of the house, into 
the room where the officers were sitting, and so shattered the 
leg of the brigade major of General 'Vhipple, that imme· 
diate amputation became necessary. 

During the remaining years of Mr. Whipple's life, he filled 
several important offices. In 1780, he was elected a repre· 
sentative to the general assembly of New-Hampshire, the 
duties of which office he continued to discharge during seve· 
ral re-elections, with much honour to himself, and to the ge
neral acceptance of his constituents. 

In 1782, he received the appointment of receiver of public 
moneys for the state of New-Hampshire, from Mr. Morris, 
the superintendant of finance. The appointment was accept
ed by 1\-lr. Whipple. but the duties devolving upon him were 
both arduous and unpopular. The collection of money was, 

• 

at that time, extremely difficult. Mr. 'Vhipple experienced 
many vexations in the exercise of his commissiori; and at 
length, in ] 784-, found it necessary, on account of the infirm 
state of his health, to relinquish his ·office. About the same 
time that he received the above appointment, he was created 
a judge of the superior court of judicature. He began now, 
however, to be afflicted with strictures in the breast, which 
prevented him from engaging in the more active scenes of 
life. He was able, however, to ride the circuits of the court 
for two or three years, but owing to an affection of the heart, 
he was unable to sum up the arguments of council, or state a 
cause to tIle jury. 

In the fall of 1785, while riding the circuit, his disorder so 
rapidly increased, that he was obliged to return home. 
From this time he was confined to his room, until the 28th 
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Jay of November, when he expired, in the 55th year of his 
age. 

The mind of Mr. 'Vhipple was naturally strong, and his 
power of discrimination quick. In his manners, he was easy 
and unassuming; in his l.abits correct, and in his friendships 
constant. Although his early education was limited, his sub· 
sequent intercourse with the world, united to his natural 

• 

good sense, enabled him to fill with ability the various oilices 
to ,vhich he was appointed . 

• 

· Few men have exhibited a more honest and persevering 
I ambition to act a worthy part in the community, and few, 
I I 
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the object of their ambi tion. 

- • , 

• 
l\fATTHEW THORNTON. 

MATTHEW THORNTON was the son of James Thornton, a 
native of Ireland, and was born in that country, about the 
year 1714. When he was two or three years old, his father 
emigrated to America, and after a residence of a few years 
at 'Viscasset, in Maine, he removed to Worcester, in Massa
chusetts. 

Here young Thornton received a respectable academical 
education, and subsequently pursued his medical studies, 
under the direction of Doctor Grout, of Leicester. Soon 
after completing his preparatory course, he removed to Lon
donderry, in New-Hampshire, ,,,,here he commenced the 
practice of medicine, and soon became distinguished, both as 

• 

a physician and a surgeon. . 
In 1745, the well known expedition against Cape Breton 

was planned by Governor Shirley. The co-operation of 
New-Hampshire being solicited, a corps of five hundred mell 
was raised in the latter province. Dr. Thornton was select
ed to accompany the New-Hampshire troops. as a surgeon-
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The chief command of this expedition was entrusted to 
Colonel 'Villiam Pepperell. On the lst of May, he invested 
the city of Louishurg. Lieutenant Colonel Vaughan con· 
ducted the first column, through the woods, within sight of 
Louishurg, and saluted the city with three cheers. At the 
head of a detachment, chiefly of New-Hampshire troops, he 
marched in the night, to the northeast part of t11e harbour, 
wl>cre they burned the warehouses, containing the naval ! 

, , 

I 
stores, and staved a large quantity of wine and brandy. The [I 

'i 

smoke of this fire, being driven by the wind into the grand I 
battery, so terrified the French, that, spiking the guns, they ,I 
retired into the city. I 

The next morning, as Colonel Vaughan, with his men, con
sisting of only thirteen, was retiring, he accidentally dis
covered that the battery was deserted. Upon this, he hired 
a Cape Cod indian to creep into an embrasure and open the 
gate. Thus he obtained possession of the place, and imme- I 

diateIy dispatched a messenger to the commanding general, 
with the .following note: "May it please your honour to be 
informed, that, by the grace of God, and the courage of thir-

I 
teen men, I entered the royal battery about nine o'clock, and 
am waiting for a reinforcement and a flag." 

In the mean time, the news of Vaughan's capture of the 
battery being communicated to the French, a hundred men 
were dispatched to retake it; but the gallant colonel suc
ceeded in preventing their design, until reinforcements ar
rived. 

The capture of Louisburg followed after a long and peri
lous siege. It was here that cannons were drawn by men, 
for fourteen nights, with straps over their shoulders, from 

• 

the landing place through a deep morass, into which they 
sunk, at every step, up to their knees in mud. 

Few expeditions in the annals of American history, will 
compare with this. Louisburg was the " Dunkirk" of Ame
rica; yet it surrendered to the valour of our troops. It is 
recorded to the' praise of Dr. Thornton, and as an evidence 
of his professional abilities, that of the corps of five hundred 
men, of whom he had c11arge as a physician, only six died of 
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siclmess,..previous to the surrender of the city, although they 
were among those who assisted in dragging the cannon over 
the abovementioned morass. 

Under the royal government, he was invested with the of
fice of justice of the peace, and commissioned as colonel of 
the militia. But when the political crisis ar"iyed, when that 
government in America was dissolved, Colonel Thornton ab
jureo the British interest, and, with a patriotic spirit, adhered 
to the glorious CRuse of liberty. 1.1 1175, the royal governor 
was obliged to flee from the province of New-Hampshire. 
:\. provincial convention was at this time in session at Exeter, 
for temporary purposes, of which Colonel Thornton was 
president. In this capacity we find him addressing the in
habitants of the colony of New-Hampshire in the following 
manner: 

", Friends and brethren, you must all be sensible that the 
affilirs of America have, at length, come to a very am~cting 
and alarming crisis. The horrors and distresses of a civil 
war, which, till of late, we only had in contemplation, we 
now find ourselves obliged to realize. Painful beyond ex
pression, have been those scenes of blood and devastation, 
which the barbarous cruelty of British troops have placed be
fore our eyes. Duty to ,God, to ourselves, to posterity, en
forced by the cries of slaughtered innocents, have urged us 
~o take up arms in our own defence. Such a day as this was 
never before known, either to us or to our fathers. You will 
give us leave, therefore, in whom you have reposed special 

• 

confidence, as your representative body, to suggest a few 
things, which call for the serious atte~tion of everyone, who 
has the true interest of America at heart. 'Ve would, there 
fore, recommend to the colony at lrirge, to cultivate that 
christian union, harmony, and tender affection, which is the 
only foundation upon which our invaluable privileges can 
rest with any security, or our public measures be pursued 
with the least prospect of success." 

After enjoining an inviolable observance 'of the measures 
... ecommended by the ~ongress of 1774, lest they shoutd ero:!:1 
the gcnera~ plan, he proceeds to recommend, "that the 
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most industrious attention be paid to the culti \-"atien of lands 
nnLl American manufactures, 111 their yarious branches, espe
cially the linen and woollen, and that the husbandry might be 
managed with a .. particular view thereto; accordingly, that 
the farmer raise flax, and increase his flock of sheep to the ex-

, , 
, , 
, , 
, I 
, , , 

, , .. 
, 

, , 

tent of his ability. " 
I ' 

" 'Ve further recommend a serious and steady re:.;ard to the ': 
I ' 

l'llles of temperance, sobriety, and righteousness; and that :: 
those laws which have, heretofore, been our security and de- ;: , 

fence from the hand, of violence, may still answer all their .. .. 
former valuable purposes, though persons of vicious and eor- :: 

• 

rupt minds would willingly take advantage from our present :: 
• • q 

SituatIOn. II 
" In a word, we seriously and earnestly recommend the :! 

practice of that pure and undefiled religion, which embalmed :1 

the memory of our pious ancestors, as that alone upon which :: 
, 

we ran build a solid hope and confidence in the Divine pro- ~i 

tection and favour, without whose blessing all the measures Ii 
of sufety we have, or can propose, will end in our shame and if 

i 

disappointment.'~ Ii 
I ' 

The next year he was chosen a delegate to the continental ,; 
, 

, , 
congress, and took his seat on the fourth of November fol- ii 

, 

lowing. He was, therefore, not a member of that illustrious Ii 
body which planned and published the declaration of inde- :! 
pendence. This was true, also, of Benjamin Rush, George i: 

, 
Clymer, James 'Vilson, George Ross, and George Taylor. U 

But all these gentlemen acceding to the declaration, were !! 
permitted to affix their signatures to the engrossed copy of Ii 
that instrument. I: , , 

t : During the same year, he was appointed chief justice of ' 
the court of common pleas; and not long after was raised to I 

i 
the nffice of judge of the superior court of New-Hampshire, : 
in which office hp. remained until 1782. In 1780, he pur

, • chased a farm. pleasantly situated on the banks of the Mer-

I 
I 

I , 

-

rimack, near Exeter, where, in connexion with his other di-
versified oc.cupations, he devoted himself to the business of 
agriculture. A1though ad,'anced in life, he cheerfully grant
ed his professional services, whenever they were required. 
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amI they were at all tim~s highly appreciated. In the mUlli

cipal allilirs of the towll, he took a Hrely interest. Of the 
gl'neral court he was a member for one or two years, dnel a 
sella tor in the state legislature, and served as a member of 
the council in 1785, under President Langdon. 

Dr. Thornton was a man of strong powers of mind, and 
on most subjects to which he (.lirected his attention, was able 
to elicit light and infurmation. In privL.te life, he was pecu
JiarIy instructive and agreeable. The young were delighted 
with his hilarity and humour. His memf'ry was well stored 
with entertaining and instructive anecdotes, which he was 
able to apply upon any incident or subject of COllyersation. 
He often iHustrated his sentiments by fable. He delighted 
to amuse a circle of an evening by some fictitious narrative, 
in which he greatly excelled. At such times, placing his 
elbows upon his knees, and supporting his head with Iii::; 
hands, he would rivet the attention of his auditors, and as
tonish them by his powers of invention. In satire he was 
scarcely equalled. And though he sometimes employed hi.:; 
power immoderately, he was universally beloved, and occu
pied a large share of the confidence of his neighbours. A 
sillgle fault of his character should not pass unnoticed. It is 
asserted, that he betrayed some traits of an avaricious dispo
sition, and sometimes enforced his rights, when if justice did 
not require, charity dictated a relinquishment of them. If, 
however, he was severe in his pecuniary claims, he was al.:5o 
strict in the payment of Jhis debts. 

The powers of Dr. Thornton's mind continued unusually 
dgorous to a late period of his life. After he was eighty 
years of age, he wrote political essays fur the newspapers, 
and about this period of life prf'T" i for the press a meta
physical wor~ comprised in seventy-three manuscript pages 
in quarto, and entitled, "Paradise Lost; or, the Origin of 
the Evil called Sin, examined;. or how it ever did, or ever 
can come to pass, that a creature should or could do any thing 
unfit or improper for that creature to do," &c. This work 
was never published; but those who have had access to tho 
manuscript, pronounce it a very smgular production • 
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It is not a 1ittle remarkable, that, although a physician, 
and consequently often exposed to the whooping cough, he 
did not take that disease until he had passed his eightieth 

I 
year. Although at this time enfeebled by years, he surrivcd I 
the attack, and even continued his medical practice. 

In stature, Dr. Thornton exceeded six feet ill height, but 
he was remarkably well formed. His complexion was dark, 
and his eyes black and piercing. His aspect was uncom
monly grave, especially for one who was naturally gil en to 
good humour and hilarity. 

Dr. Thornton died while on a visit at Newburyport, Mas
sachusetts, on the 24th of June, 1808, in the 89th year of his 
age. In the funeral sermon by Rev. Dr. Burnap, we are 
furnished with the following sketch. "He was venerable 
for his age, and skill in his profession, and for the several 
very important and honourable offices he had sustained; 
noted for the knowledge he had acquired, and his quick 
penetration into matters of abstruse speculation; exemplary 
for his regard for the publie institutions of religion, and fOI 
his constancy in aUending the public worship, where he trod 
the courts of the house of God, with steps tottering with 
age and infirmity. Such ia a brief outline of one who was 
honoured in his day and generation; whose virtues were a 
n10dcl for imitation, and while memory does her office, win 
be had in grateful recollection." 
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STEPHEN HOPKINS, 

'VILLIAM ELLERY • 

• 

STEFHEN HOPKINS 

• 

! STEPHEN HOPKINS was a native of that part of Providence 
I which is now called Scituate, where he was born on the 7th 

of March, 1707. His parentage was very respectable, being 
a descendant of Benedict Arnold, the first governor of Rhode 

[sland. 
His early education was limited, being confined to the in-

struction imparted in the common schools of the country . 
• 

Yet it is recorded ofhiro, that he excelled in a knowledge of 
penmanship, and in the practical branches of mathematics, 

particularly surveying. 
For several years he followed the profession of a farmer. 

At an early period, he was elected town clerk of Scituate, 
and some time after was chosen a representative from that 
town to the general assembly. He was subsequently ap
pointed a justice of the peace, and a justice of one of the 
courts of common pleas. In 1733, he became chief justice 

of that court. 
In 1742, he disposed of his estate in Scituate, and removed 

to Providence, where he erected a house, in \vhich he con
tinued to reside till his death. In this laUer place he entered 

, into mercantile business, and was extensively engaged in 

building and fitting out vessels. 
13-
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,\Vhen a representative from Scituate. he was elected 
speaker of the house of representatives. To this latter office 
he was again chosen after his removal to Providence, and 
continued to occupy the station for severa] successive years, 
being a representative from the latter town. In 1751, he 
was chosen chief justice of the superior court, in which oflice 
he continued till the year 1754. 

In this latter year he was appointed a commissioner from 
Rhode Island, to the celebrated convcntion which met at AI. 
bany; which had for its object the securing of the friendship 
of the five nations of Indians, in the approaching French war, 
and an union between the several colonies of America. 

In 1756, he was elected chief magistrate of the colony of 
Rhode lsland, which office hc continued to hold, with but few 
intervals, until the year 1767. In the discharge of the duties 
of this responsible station, he acted with dignity and deciRion. 
The prosperity of his country lay near his heart, nor did he 
!lesitate to propose and support the measures, which appeared 
the best calculated to promotp. the interests of the colonies in 
opposition to the encroachments of British power. 

At ari early period of the difficulties between the colonies' 
and Great Britain, he took an active and decided part in 
favour of the former. In a pamphlet, entitled, "The rights 
of colonies examined," he exposed the injustice of the 
stamp act, and various other acts of the British government. 
This pamphlet was published by order of the general assem· 
bly, in 1765. 

The siege of fort William Henry, by the Marquis de Mont· 
calm, 1757, and its surrender to the force under that general, 
with the subsequent cruel outrages and murders committed 
by the savages of the French army, are too well known to 
need a recital in this place. It is necessary only to state, 
that the greatest excitement prevailed throughout all the colo· 
nies. In this excitement, the inhabitants of Rhode Island 
largely participated. An agreement was entered into by a 
volmlteer corps, couched in the following terms: 

,,. Whereas the British colonies in America are invaded by 
a large army of French and Indian enemies, who have 
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nlrtmdy possessed themselves of fort Wmiam Henry, and are 
now on their march to penetrate further into the country, anJ 
from whom we have nothing to expect, should they succccJ 
in their enterprise, but death and devastation; and as his ma
jesty's principal officers in the parts imraded, have in the 
most pressing and moving manner, caned on all hh majesty's 
faithful subjects, for assistance to defend the country:· There
fore, we, whose names are underwritten, thinKing it our duty 
to do every thing in our power, for the defence of our liberties, 
families, and property, are wi1ling, and have agreed to enter 
voluntarily into the service of our country, and go in a war
like manll~r against the common enemy; and hereby call l1P~ 
on and invite all our neighbours, who have fhmilies and pro
perty to defend, to join with us in this undertaking, promising to 
march as soon as we are two hundred and fifty in number, 
recommending ourselves and our cause to the favourable 
protection of Almighty God." 

To this agreement, Mr. Hopkins was the first to affix his 
name, and was chosen to command the company th'1s raised, 
which consisted of some of the most distinguished men in 
Providence. Preparations for a speedy deparfure for the 
field of action were made, but on the eve of their march, in
telligence arrived, that their services were no longer necessa
ry, as the progress of hostilities towards the south was not to 
be expected. 

In 1774, Mr. Hopkins received the appointment of a dele
gate from Rhode Island to the celebrated congress, which met 
at Philadelphia that year. In this assembly he took his seat 
on the first day of the session, where he became one of the 
most zealous advocates of the measures adopted by that mus
tnous body of men. 

In the year 1775 and 1776, he again represented Rhode 
Island in the contil!ental congress. In this latter year he 
had the honOlir of affixing his name to tIle imperishable instru
ment, which declared the colonies to be free, sovereign, and 
independent states. He recorded his name with a trembling 
hand, the only7 instance in which a tremulous hand is visible 
among the fifty-six patriots wl10 then wrote their names. nut 
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it was in this case only that the flesh was weak. Mr. Hop
kins had for some time been afflicted with a paralytic affection, 
which compelled him, when he wrote, to guide his right hand 
with his left. The spirit of the man knew no feur, in a case 
where life and liberty were at hazard. 

In 1778, Mr. Hopkins was a delegate to congress for the 
last time. But in several subsequent years, he was a member 
of the general ass~mbly of Rhode Island. The last year in 
which he thus served, was that of ]779, at which time he was 
seventy-two years of age. 

Mr. Hopkins lived to the 13th of July, 1785, when he 
closed his long, and honourable and useful life, at the advan
ced age of 78. His last illness was long, but to the "'period of 
his dissolution, he re.tailled the full possession of his faculties. 
A vast assemblage of persons, consisting of judges of the 
courts, the president, professors and students of the college, 
together with the citizens of the town, and inhabitants of the 
state, followed the remains of this eminent man to his resting 
place in the grave. 

Although the early education of Mr. Hopkins was limited, 
as has already been observed, the vigour of his understanding 
enabled him to surmount his early deficiencies, and an 

• 

aasi loons application to the pursuit of knowledge, at length, 
placed him among the distinguished literary characters of the 
day. He delighted in literature and science. He was atten
tive to books, and a close observer of mankind; thus It..e went 
on improving, until the period of his death. As a public 
speaker, he was always clear, precise, pertinent, and pow
erful. 

• • 

As a Mathematician, Mr. Hopkins greatly excelled. Till 
in advanced age, he ,was extensively employed iIi surveying 
lands. He ,vas distinguished for great·exac in hi~,.calcu-

• 

. lations, and an unusual knowledge of his business. 
• • 

• 

As a statesman and a patriot, he wns not less distinguished. 
He·was well instructed. in the science of politics; had an ex~ 

• • 

tensive knowledge of the rights of hi~.country,· and proved! 
himseli,through a longer life than falls to the lot of most men, 

. . an unshakeJ! friend of his country, and an enemy to· ci~i1.an() 
, 

• 
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religious intolerance. He went to his grave honoured as n 
skilful legislator, a righteous judge, an able representative, a 
uignified and upright governor. Charity was an inmate of his 
hhbitation. To the cry of suffering his car was ever open, 
an 1 in the relief of affliction he ever delighted. 

'VILLIA::'1 ELLERY . 
• 

'VILLIAM ELLERY, the son of a gentleman of the same 
Mme, was born at Newport, on the 22d day of December, 

I 1727. His ancestors were originally from Bristol, in Eng
lund, whence they emigrated to America during the latter 
part of the seventeenth century, and took up their residence 
at Newport, in Rhode Island. 

The early education of the subject of this memoir, was 
received almost exclusively from his father, who was a gra-

I duate of Harvard university; and who although ext~nsivcly 
engaged in mercantile pursuits, found leisure personally to 
cultivate the mind of his son. At the age of sixteen, he was 
qualified fO.r admission to the university, of which his father 
haJ been a member before him. In his t·.~entieth year, he 
left the university, having sustained, during hi:. collegiate 
course, the character of a faithful and devoted student. In a 
knowledge of the Greek and Latin languages, he is said to 
have particularly excelled, and through the whole bustle of 
his active life, until the very hour of dissolution, he retained 
his fondness for them. 

• 

• 
On his return to Newport, he commenced the study of the 

law, and after the usual preparatory course, he entered upon 
the practice, which for twenty years he. pursued with great 
zeal. During this period, no other particulars have been re
corded of him, than tbat he succeeded in acquiring a compe
tent fortune, and receiving the esteem and confidence of ·his 
fenow citizens. • 

U 

• 

• 
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A t an early period of the contro\rersy between Great Bri
t.ain anu the colonies, Rhode Island strongly enlisted herself 
in the patriotic cause. She was not backwr .. rd in expressing 
her disapprubation of the arbitrary measures of the parent 

• 
country. Indeed, it is doubtful whether Rhode Island is not 
equally entitled, with Virginia and Massachusetts, to the ho>
nour which they claim, of being earliest in the measures lead
ing to the reyolution. Among the great scenes which led the 
way to actual resistance, two occurred in Narraganset bay. 
The first of these was an attack by the people of Rhode Isl
and, upon the armed revenue sloop, Liberty, in the harbour 
of Newport, June 17th, 1769. The second was the memora
ble affair of the Gaspee, June 9th, 1772, and in which it may 
be said, wns shed the first blood in the revolution. This lat
ter occurrence excited an unusual alarm among the royal 
party in the provinces, and gave occasion to Governor Hutch
inson to address the following Jetter to Commodore Gambier: 
" Our last shIps carried you the news of the burning of the 
Gaspee schooner, at Providence. I hope, if there should be 
another like attempt, some concerned in it may be taken 
pl'i:;oners, and carried directly to England. A few punished 
at execution dock, would be the only effectual preventive of 
any further attempts." . 

By ot.her acts did the people of Rhode Island, at an early 
period, evince their opposition to the royal government. On 
the arrival in the year 1774 of the royal proclamation pro
hibiting the importation of fire arms from England, they dis
mantled tIle fort at Newport, and took possession of forty 
pieces of cannon. Again, on the occurrence of the battle of 
Lexington, they simultaneously roused to the defence of their 
fellow citizens, in the province of l\Iassachusetts. Within 
three days after that memorable event, a large number of her 
militia were in the neighbourhood of Boston, ready to co
operate in meas,!res either of hostility or defence. In t.he 
same year she sent twelve hundred regular troops into the 
service, and afterwards furnisbed three state regiments to serve 

. during the war. 
, 

No ,soo.ner was the formation of a continental congress BUg-

• • 
• 

• 

, • 

..., 
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gested, than Rhode Islanrl took measures to be represented in 
that body, and elected as rlelegates two of her most distill

i guished citizens, Governor Hopkins and Mr. Ward. 
During these movements in Rhode Island, Mr. Ellery, 

I the subject of this notice, was by no means an idle spectator. 
The particular history of the part which he took in these 
transactions is, indeed, not recorded; but the tradition is, that 
he was not behind his contemporaries either in spirit or action. 

In the election for delegates to the congress of 1776, Mr. 
Ellery was a s candidate, and in that body took hi@ 

I seat, on the seventeen of l\'Iay. Here, he soon became ar 
I active and influential member, and rendered important ser 

I assigned him, on several committees. During this session, 
he had the honour of affixing his name to the declaration of 

I independence. Of this transaction he frequently spoke, and 
I of the notice he took of the members of congress when they 
I 

signed that instrument. He placed himself beside secretary 
I Thompson, that he might see how they looked, as they put their 
I names to their death warrant. But while a~l appeared to 

feel the solemnity of the occasion, and their countenances 
I bespoke their awe, it. was unmingZed with fear. They re

corded their names as patriots, who were. ready, should occa
sion require, to lead the wa,y to martyrdom. 

• 

In the year 1777, the marine committee. of congress, of 
which Mr. Ellery was a member, recommended the plan, and -
it is supposed, at his suggestion, of preparing fir'e ships, and 
sending them out from the state of Rhode Island. Of this 
plan, the journals of congress speak in the fonowing terms: 

" If upon due consideration, jointly had by the navy board 
for the eastern department, and the governor and council of 
war for the state of Rhode Island, and for which purpose the 
said navy board are directed to attend upon the said· gover
nor and council of war, the preparing fire ships be judged 

• • 

practicable. expedient, and advisable, the said navy board im-
mediately purchase, upon as reasonable'terms as'possible, 
six ships, or square rigged vessels, at Providence; in the state 
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, the best calcu-

7 • 
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lated for fire ships, with all possible expedition; that the said 
navy board provide proper materials for the same, and employ 
a ~roper captain or commander, one lieutenant, and a suitable 
number of men for each of the said ships, or ~essels, of ap
proved courage and prudence; and that notice be given to all 
the commanders of the continental ships and vessels in the 
port of Providence, to be in readiness to sail at a moment's 
warning: that as soon as the said fire ship", arc well prepared, 
the first favourable wind be embraced to attack the British 
ships and navy in the rivers and bays stateofRhode Isl
and and Providence Plantations: that nfficers of the conti· 

, 

nental navy there, favour, as much as possible, the design, am) 
usc their utmost efforts to get out to sea, and proceed to such 
cruise, or to such ports, as the said navy board, or the marine 

, 

committee, shall appoint or order." 
During the year that the British army under General Pig-

- got took possession of Newport, where they fortified them
selves, antI continued their head quarters for some time, 
the inhabitants sustained much injury in their property. Mr. 
Ellery shared in the common loss, his dwelling house being 
burned, and other destruction of property occasioned . 

• 

, 
• 

, 

Mr. Ellery continued a member of congress until the year 
1785, and indeed, through that year, when he retired to his 
native state. Soon after, however, he was elected by con
gress, a commissioner of the continental loan office, to which 
was subsequently added, by the citizens of Rhode Island, the 

, 

office of chief justice of their superior court, a station which 
he did not continue to hold long. _ On the organization of the 
federal government, he received from General Washington 
the appointment of collector of the customs for the to,,,,n of 
Newport, an office which he retained during the remainder of 
his life. 

, 

On the 15th of February, 1820, this venerable man vene
rable for his age, which had been prolonged to ninety-two 
years, and venerable for the services which he had rendered 
his country, was ~ummoned to his account. His death was 
in' unison with his Hfe. He wasted gradually and almosfim
perceptibly, until the 'powers of nature wp.re literallywom 

" E • a 2 --- ,. . ., • • 
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)ut by use. On the day on which his death occurred, he harl 
risen, as usual, and rested ill his old flag bottomed chair, the 
relict of half a century; he had employed himself in reading 
Tully's offices in Latin. . 

While engaged, his family physician called to see him. 
On feeling his pulse, he found that it had ceased to beat. A 
draught of wine and water quickened it into life, however, 
again, and being placed and supported on the bed, he continu
ed reading, until the lamp of life, in a nwment of whick his 
friends were ignorant, was extinguished. 

"Of no distemper, of no blast he died, 
But fell like autumn fruit that mellowed long, 
E'en wOllder'd at because he falls no sooner. 
Fate seem'd to wind him up for fourscore years, 
Yet freshly ran he on twelve winters more: 
Till, like a clock worn out with ea.ting time, 
The wheels of weary life at last stood still." 

In the character of Mr. Ellery there was much to admire. He 
was, indeed, thought by some to have been too tenacious of his 
opinion, and not always free from asperity to others. But 
years mellowed down these unpleasant traits of his cha--
racter, and showed that he had exercised a watchfulness ovei' 
himself, not entirely in valn. He· manifested an uncommon 
disregard of the applause of men. It was often upon his 
lips: "humility rather than pride becomes such creatures as 
we are." He looked. upon the world and its convulsions with 
religious serenity, and in times ofpuhlic danger, and of public 
difficulty, he comforted himself and others, with the piouB re .. 
flection of the psalmist, "The Lord reigneth." . 

In conversation, . Ellery was at once illteresting and in .. 
structive. His advice was often sought, and his opinions re .. 
garded with great reverence. In letter writing he excelled, 
as he did: ln fiJie penmanship, which latter would be inferred 
from his signature to the declaration of independence. In 
statur(*~ he-was of middling height, and carried in his person 
the indications o-f a sOllnd·frame· llnd an easy-mind. In the 
_courteSies 'otUfe,he ·kept pacp.·withthe improvements of the 

. -

age; but his conversation. and dress,. and habits of life, plainlr 
• 

showed that he belonged to a more primitive generation •. 
14 . 
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ROGER SHERMAN, 
SAMUEL HUNTINGTON, 
W ILLIAl\1 'Y ILLIAJ\IS, 

OLIVER WOLCOTT. ' 
, 

ROGER SHERMAN. 

ROGER SHERMAN, the subject of the present memoir, was 
a native of Newton, Massach~lsetts, where he Wl!J3 born on 
the 19th of April, 1721. His' ancestors were from Dedham, 
in England, whence they removed to America about the year 
1635, and settled at Watertown in the same state. The 
father of Mr. Sherman, whose name was William, wa;:; a 
respectable farmer, but from his moderate circumstances was 
, . 
unable to ghre his son the advantages of an education, be-
yond those which were furnished by a parochial school. 

He was early apprenticed to a shoemaker, which occupa-
• 

tion he followed for some time after he was twenty-two yeara 
of age. It is recorded of. him,' however, that he, ~arly 

.,J,' • 

evinced an uncommon· thirst forkilowledge, and was wont, 
even while'at work O;J his:seat,:toh~ve.a book, open '·before 
him. upon which:hewould.employevery, momen~ not ne-

o ' •• , _ • ' 

c.e~sat:ly .d~votedto,the:dutie~:, of.. his:r.aJJing. ,:. >:, · , c 
• . •.• : "-"it. ".' • " " • 

"i"Tb~ ,father of Mr~q Sherman ~dle41r:'-~.the year :;1'r41,1,:leavwg 
. hiS, fam~ly, which was"quite:numer9us;,i~.~ir.cu~~~,~ces.or 
d,~periden~e. : ,The care: ~f: the fllmi1y:de~olvedllP.~~)tpge!., 
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his older brother having sometime before removed to New
Milford, in Connecticut. This was a serious charge for a 
young man only nineteen years of age. Yet, with great 

, 

kindness and cheerfulness did he engage in the duties which 
devolved upon him. Towards his mother, whose life was 
protracted to a great age, he continued to manifest the ten
l1erest affection, and assisted two of his younger brothers to 
obtain a lioeral education. These, afterwards, became clergy .. 
men of some distinction in Connecticut. 

It has b!ready been observed, that an older brother had 
established himself in New-Milford, Connecticut. In 1743, 
it was judged expedient for the family, also, to remove to 
that place. Ac(.or(Hngly, having disposed of their small 
farm, they became residents of New-Milford, in June of that 
year. This journey was performed by young Roger 011 foot, 
with his tools on his back. 

At New-Milford, he commenced business as a shoemaker; 
but not long after he relinquished his trade, having entered 
into partnership with his older brother, ill the more agree
able occupation of a country merchant. 

Mr. Sherman early evinced, as has already been observed, 
an unusual thirst for knowledge. This led him to seize with 
avidity every opportunity to acquire it. The acquisitions 
of such a mind, even wi,th the disadvantages unde-r which he 
laboured, must lIave been comparatively easy, and his, im
provement was rapid. The variety and extent of his attain
ments, even at this early age, are almost incredible. He soon 

, 

became known in the county of Litchfield, where he resided, 
as a man of m~re than ordinary talents, and of unusualskill 
in the scieqce of mathematics. In 1745, ol)]Y two' years 
after his removal into the above county, ansi at the age of~", 
twenty-four,be was .appointed to ,the office of . county sur
veyor. . At this, time it appears, also, he had made no small 
advance in the science of astrono~y. As eal'ly.as 1748, pe 

, . " 

supplied the. astrononucal calculations for an almanac,. pub-
.', ""'.{"" ' 

:ishe~jntbe:city" ofN~w~'l:ork, and .continued ~is .s,upply 
for several~u~~~~ding p~ars.. . . '. . " . . .. . 

In 1749, . "h~' "Was -~arriec1 to l\'liss Elizabeth . H,artwell, of 
. . . 

• 
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StDughtDn, in Massachusetts. After her decease, in 1760, he 
married Miss Rebecca PrescDt, .of Danvers, in the same state. 
By these wives he had fifteen children, seven by the fDrmer, 
and eight by the latter. 

In 1754, Mr. Sherman was admitted as all attDrney tD the 
bar. It is a trite remark, that great effects .often prDceed frDm 
small causes, amI that nDt unfrequently SDme apparently 
trivial .occurrence, exercises a cDntrDling influence .over the 
whDle after life .of an individual. BDth these remarks ar-e 

eminently verified in the histDry .of 1\lr. Sherman. While 
yet a yDung man, and, it is believed befDre be had relinquish
ed his mechanical DccupatiDn, he had DccasiDn tD gD tD a 
neighbDuring tDwn tD transact SDme business fDr himself. A 
shDrt time previDus tD this, a neighbDur .of his, in settling tl1e 
aflhirs .of a persDn deceased, became invDlved in a difficulty 
which required the assistance .of legal cDunsel. The neigh
bDur stated the case tD yDung Sherman, and authDrized him 
tD seek the advice .of the lawyer .of the town tD which he 

• was gDmg. 
As the subject was not withDut intricacy, Sherman c.om

mitted the case tD paper, and on his arrival in the town, prD
ceeded with his manuscript tD the lawyer's office. In stating 
the case tD the la .. ryer, he had frequent DccasiDn tD recur tD 

his manuscript This was nDticed by the lawyer, and, as it 
was necessary tD present a petitiDn in the case tD SDme CDurt, 
Sherman was requested tD leave the paper, as an assistance 

• 

in framing the petitiDn. The mDdesty .of yDung Sherman 
wDuld scarcely permit him tD cDmply with this request. 
" The paper," he said, " was .only a m~mDrandum drawn by 
himself tD assist his memDry." He gave it, bDwe'Ver, intD 

, 

... the hands .of the lawyer, WhD read it with surprise., He 
fDund it tD cDntain a clear statement .of the case, and remark
ed, that with SDme slight 'Verbal alteratiDns, it wDuld be equal '; 
tD allY petition which he himself cDuId draft. 

The cDnversatiDn nDW passed tD the situatiDn and circ,um- . ,t, . 

stances .of yDung Sherman. The lawyer urged him seriDusly 
to think ripDn the professiDn .of law.' At this time, be ,vas ' 
deeply invDlved in the care .of his father"s family, which, as 

, 
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before noticed, were left in a great measure destitute at his 
decease. The suggestion, however, appear:i not to have 
been lost upon him. A new direction was given to his 
thoughts. A stronger impulse was added to his energies. 
His leisure hours were devoted to the acquisition of legal 
knowledge, and in 1754, as already remarked, he entered 
upon a professional career, in which few have attained to 
greater honour and distinction. 

From this date, Mr. Sherman soon became distinguished 
as a judicious counsellor, and was rapidly promoted to officed 
of trust and responsibility. The year following his admis
sion to the bar, he was appointed a justice of the peace for 
New·Milford, which town he also represented the same year 
in the colonial assembly. In 1759, he was appointed jUdge 
of the court of common pleas for the county of Litchfield, 
an office 'which he filled with great reputation for the two 
following years. 

At the expiration of this time, that is in 1761, he became 
a resident of "New-Haven, of which town he was soon after 

• 
appointed a ju~tice of the peace, and often represented it in 
the colonial assembly. To these offices was added, in 1765, 
that of judge of the court of common pleas. About the 
same time he was appointed treasurer of Yale College, which 
institution bestowed upon him the honorary degree of Master 
of Arts. 

, 

In 1766, he was elected by the freemen (If the colony a 
member of the upper house, in the general assembly of Con
necticut. . '1'he members. of the upper house were called . 
assistants. This body held their deliberations with closed 
doors. The precise ranlt, therefore, which Mr. Sherman 
held among his colleagues, or the services which he rendered. 
his country, cannot now be a~certained. Few men, however, 
were Detter. fitted for a deliberati.ve assembly. During the 
same year, the confidence of his fellow-citizens was still far
ther expressed, by his appointment to the office of jpdge of 
the superior court.. The offices, thus conferred upon him, 
during. the same year, were not then .ci)nsidered as incompa-

• 
tible. He continued a member of the upper house for nin~. 
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teen years, until 1785, at which time the two offices which 
he held bp-ing considered as incompat.ible, he relinquished 
his scat at the conncil board, preferring his station as a judge. 
This latter oflice he continued to exercise until 1789, when 
he resigned it, on being elected to congress under the federal 

• • constItutIOn. 
At an early "tage of the controversy between Great Britain 

and her American colonies, Mr. Sherman warmly espoused 
. the cause of nis country. This was to be expected of him 
A man of so much integrity and consistency of character, of 
such firmness and solidity, would not be likely tu be wanting 
in the day of tria!. It was fortunate for America that she 
aad some such men in her councils, to balance and keep in 
check the feverish spirits which, in their zeal, might have in
Jured, rather than benefitted the cause. Mr. Sherman was 
no enthusiast, nor was he to be seduced from the puth of duty 
by motives of worMlyambition, or love of applause. He 
early perceived, that the Coon test would have to be terminated 
by a resort to arms. Hence, he felt the paramount import
ance of union among the colonies. He felt the full force of 
the sentiment, "United ,ve stand, divided we fall." From 
the justice or clemency of Great Britain, he expected no
thing; nor, at an early day, could he perceive any rational 
ground to hope that the. contest could ~ settled, but by the 
entire separation of American and British interests. He was, 
therefore, prepared to proceed, not rashly, but with delibe· 
rate firmness, and to resist, even unto blood, the unrighteous 
attempts of the British parliament to enthral and enslave the 
American colonies. . 

Of the celebrated congress of 1774, Mr. Sherman was a 
conspicuous member. He was present at the opening of 
the session; and continued uninterruptedly a member of that 
body' for the long space of nineteen years, until his death 
in 1793. 

Of the important services which he rendered his country, 
. during his congressional career, ;.;. is difficult and even impos

sible to form an estimate. He served on various committees, 
whose deliberations often involved the highest interest of the 
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count.ry. During the continuance of the war of the revolu
tion, the duties of committees were frequently arduous and 
fatiguing. No man adventured upon these duties with more 
courage; no one exercised a more indefatigable zeal than did 
1\11'. Sherman. He investigated every subject with uncom
mon particularity, and formed his judgment with a compre
hensive view of the whole. This, together with the well 
Known integrity of his character, attracted universal confi
dence. He naturally became, therefore, one of thc leading 
and most influential members of congre. s, during the whole 
period of his holding a seat in that body. 

Of the congress of 1775, Mr. Sherman was again a memo 
001'; but of this day of clouds and darkness, when the storm 
which had long lowcred, began to burst forth on every side, 
we can take no further. notice than to mention, with gratitude 
and admiration, the firmness of those assembled sages who, 
with courage, breasted themselves to the coming shock. 
fhey calmly and fearlessly applied themselves to the defence 
of the liberties of their country, having counted the cost, 
and befng prepared to surrender their rights only with their 
lives. • 

In the congress of 1776, Mr. Sherman took a distinguished 
part. He assisted on commit~ees appointed to give instruc
tions for the military operations of the army ill Canada; to 
establish regulations and restrictions on the trade of the 
United States; to regulate the currency of the country; to. 
furnish supplies for the army; to provide for the expenses of 
the government; to prepare articles of confederation between 
the several states, and to propose a plan of military opera
tions for the campaign 9f 1776. . 

During this year, also, he receiv~d the most flattering tes
timony of the high estimation in which he was held by con
gress, in being associated with Adams, Jefferson, Franklin. 
and Livingston, in the rCRponsible duty of preparing the de-

• 

claration of independence. 
The reputation of Mr. Sherman abroad, was cordially re

ciprocated in the state in which he resided. Few men were 
ever more highly ~steemed in Connecticut. The people:un-

• 

• 
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derstoou his worth. They respected him for his abilitIes. 
but still more for his unbending integrity. During the war 
he belonged to the governor's council of safety; and from th~ 
year 1784 to his death, he held the mayora1ty of the city of 
New-Haven. In 1783, he was appointed, with the honoura
ble Richard Law, both of whom were at this time judges of 
the superior court, to revise the statutes of the state. This 
service, rendered doubly onerous to the committee from their 
beillg instructed to digest all the statutes relating to the same 
subject into one, and to reduce the whole to alphabetical or
der, was performed with great ability. Many useless statutes 
were omitted; others were altereu to correspond to the great 
changes which had then recently taken place in the state of 
the country, and the whole reduced to comparative ordel 
anu sinl plici ty. 

Another exprcs~ion of the public confidence awaited Mr 
Sherman in 1787. Soon after the close of the war, the in 
efficacy of the old confederation between the states was ap 
parent. The necessity of a federal constitution, by whid 

, 

the powers of the state governments and of the general go 
vernment should be more nicely balanced, became every 
day more obvious. Accordingly, in 1787, a general eonven 
tion of the states, for forming a ne\y. constitution, was called, 
and Mr. Sherman, in connexion with the learned l\'Ir. Ells
worth and Dr. Johnson, were appointed to attend it, on the 
part of Connecticut. In this assemblage of patriots, distin
guished for their political wisdom, Mr. Sherman was con
spicuous, and contr.ibuted, in no small degree, to the perfec
tion of that constitution, under which the people of America 
have for more than forty years enjoyed as much civil liberty 
and political prosperity as is, probably, compatible with the 
lapsed condition of the human race. Many of the conven
tion, who warmly advocated the adoption of the constitution, 
were not, indeed, well pleased with every feature of that in-

• 

strument. To this number Mr. Sherman belonged. He was 
of the opinion, however, as were others, that it was the best 
which, under existing circumstances, the convention couJd 
have framed. On his return to Connecticut, when the ques-

• 

, 
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Inc cOI1\'cnlion of that state, its auoption, accoruing to the 
t<'stllTlOllY of the Jate Chief Justice ElIsworth, was, in no 

• 

small degree, owing to the influence of Mr. Sherman. OIl 
that occasion, he appeared before the convention, and, with 
~r('at plainness and perspicuity, entered into an explanation 

I of the probable operation of the principles of the constitution. 
• 

T J ndcr this new constitution, he was electcd a representa-
tive to congress, from the state of Connecticut. At the ex
piration of two years, a vacancy occurring in the senate, he 

I was elevated to a scat in that body, an office which he con
tinued to hold, and the duties of which he continued to dis
charge with honour and reputation to himself, and with great 

I 
usefulness to his country, until the 23d day of July, 1793, 
when he was gathered to his fathers, ill the 73d year of his 

I • a!!e. 
~ 

In estimating the character of l\-Ir. Sherman, we must 
owen a moment upon his practical wisdom This, ill him, 
was a predominant trait. He possessed, more than most 

I 
men, an intimate aoquaintance with human nature. He un-
derstood the springs of human action in a remarkable de-

• 
gree, and well knew in what manner to touch them, to pro-

, duce a designed efiect. This practicai wisdom, another name 
for common sense, powerfully contributed to guide him to 
safe results, on all the great political questions in which he 
was concerned, and assisted him to select the means which 
were best adapted to accomplish the best ends. With the 
habits and opinions, with the virtues and vices, the prejudices 
and weaknesses of his countrymen, he was also well ac
quainted. Hence, he understood, better than many others, 
who were superior to him in the rapidity of their genius, 
what laws and principles they would bear, and what they 
would not bear, in government. Of the practical wisdom of 
.l\Ir. Sherman, we might furnish many honour61ble testimonies 
and numerous illustrations. "\Ve must content ourselves, 
nowever, with recording a remark of President Jefferson, to 
the late Dr. Spring, of Newburyport. During the sitting of 
Congress at Philadelphia, the latter gentleman. in company 
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with 1\Ir. Jefi'erson, visitcu the national hall. Mr. Jefferson 
pointcu out to the doctor several of the members, who were 
most conspicuous. At length, his eye rested upon Roger 
Sherman. "That," said he, pointing his finger, "is i\1r 
Sherman of Connecticut, a man 'Who never said a fuolish 
thing in his life." Not less complimentary was the remark 
of Mr. Macon, the ageu and distinguished senator, who has 
recently retired from public life: "Roger Sherman had more 
cummon sense than any man I ever knew.)' 

Another distinguishing trait in the character of Roger 
Sherman, was his unbending integrity. No man, proba.bly, 
ever stood more aloof from the suspicion of a selfish bias, 
or of sinister motives. In both his public and private con
duct, he was act.uated by principle. The opinio~ which ap
peared correct, he adopted, and the measure which appeared 
the best, he pursued, apparently uninfluenced by passion, pre- . 
iudice, or interest. It was probably owing to this trait in 
his character, that he enjoyed such extraordinary influence 
in t.hose deliberative bodies of which he was a member. In 
his speech, he was slow and hesitating. He had few of the 
graces of oratory; yet no man was heard with deeper atten--
tion. This attention arose from the solid conviction of the 
hearers, that he was an honest man. What he said, was in
deed always applicable to the point, was clear, was weighty; 
and, as the late President Dwight remarked, was generally 
new and important. Y ct the weight of his observations, 
obviously, sprung from the integrity of the man. It was this 
trait in his character, which elicilecl the observation of the 
distinguished Fisher Ames. "If I am absent," said he, "dur 
ing the discussion of a subject, and cons~quently know not 
on which side to vote, I always look at Roger ShermC'n, for 
I am sure 1f I vote with him I shall vote right." 

To the above excellent traits in the charactei.· of :;\lr. ShCl 
man, it may be added., that he was eminently a pinus JNt!l 

He was long a professm- of rcligion, and one of its brightc£1 
ornaments. Nor was his religion that which appeared only 
on occasions. It was with him a principle and a habit. It 
appeared in the closet, in the family, on the bench, and in the 

• 

• 

I 

, , , 

I 
! 
I I 
I, 
I , 
• 
, I 

I 
! 
I 
I 
• 

I , 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

i 
I 

I 

I 
I . 
I 



• , 

, , , 

I ~ ROG ER ·SIlERnIAN. 167 
I 

L 
bible; few men studied it with deeper attention; few were 

I , 

I 
I , 

I 
! 

more intimately ac.quainted with the doctrmes of the gospel, 
anll the metaphysical controversies of the day. On these 
subjects, he maintained an extended correspondence with 
some of the most distinguished divines of that period, among 

, whom were Dr. Edwards, Dr. Hopkins, Dr. Trumbull, Preil-i
i' ::lent Dickenson, and President Witherspoon, all of whom 

I 
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had a high opinion of him as a theologian, and derived much 
instruction from their correspondence with him. 

If the character of a man's religion is to be tested by the 
fruits it produces, the religion of Mr. Sherman must be ad
mitted to have been not of this world. He was naturally 
possessed of strong passions; but over these he at length 
obtainoo an extraordinary control. He became habitually 
calm, sedate, and seJf-possessed. The following instance of 
his self-possession is worthy of being recorded. 

l\Ir. Sherman was one of those men who are not ashamea 
to maintain the forms of religion in his family. One morn
ing he called them together, as usual, to lead them in prayer 
to God: the" old family bible" was brought out, and laid on 
the table. Mr. Sherman took his seat, and beside him plnceQ 

. one of his children, a small child, a child of his old age; the 
rest of the family were seated round the room; several of 
these were now grown up. Besides these, some of the tutors 

i 
i of the college, and it is believed, some of the students, were 
: boarders in the famiiy, and were present at the time alluded 
, 
, 

; to. His aged, and now superanuated mother, occupied a 

I 

! corner of the room, opposite to the place where the distin
i guishcd judge of Connecticut sat. At length he opened the 
I bible, and began to read. The child which was seated beside 
I him, made some little rlisturban~e, upon which Mr. Sherman 
I , 
I paused, and told it to be still. Again he proceeded, but again 

he paused, to reprimand the little offender, whose playful 
disposition would scarcely permit it to be still. At this time, 
he gently tapped its ear. The blow, if it might be called a 
blow, caught the attention of his aged mother, who now with 
some effort rose from her scat, and tottered aeross the r('om, 
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At length, she re~:,.hed the chair of l\lr. Sherman, and in a 
moment most unexpected to him, sh~ gave him a blow on 
the ear, with ali the power she could summon. " There," saId 
she, "you strike your child, and I will strike mine." 

For a moment, the blood was seen rushing t.o the face of 
Mr. Sherman; but it was only for a moment, when all was 
as mild and calm as usual. He paused he raised his specta
cles he cast his eye upon his mothei' again it fell upon the 
book, from which he had been reading. Perhaps he re
membered the injunction, "honour thy mother," and he did 
honour her. Not p,. word escaped him; but again he calmly 
pursued the service, and soon after sought in prayer ability to 
set an example before his household, which should be worthy 
their imitation. Such self-possession is rare. Such a victory 
was worth more than the proudest victory ever achieved in 
the field of battle. 

We have room on]y to add the inscription, which is record
ed upon the tablet which covers the tomb of this truly excel
lent man: 

In memory of 
THE HON. ROGER SHEIDIAN, ESQ. 

Mayor of the city of Ncw-Haven, 
and Senator of the TJuitt.11 States. 

He was born at Nc\vton, in Massachusetts, 
April 19th, 1721, 

And died in Ncw-Haven, July 23d, A, D. 1793, 
aged LXXII. 

Possessed of a strong, clear, penetrating mind, 
and singular perseverance, 

he became the self-taught scholar, 
eminent for jurisprudence and policy. 
He was nineteen years an assistant, 

and twenty-three years a judge of the superior court, 
in high reputation. 

He was a Delegate in the first Congress, 
sig'ned the glorious act of Independence, 

and many years displayed superior talents and ability 
in the national legislature. 

He was a member of the general convention, 
approved the federal constitution, 

Al1d served his country with fidelity and hanam 
in the House of Representative&, 

... 
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and in thc Senate of the United States. 
He was a lllall of approved intcgrity i 

a cool, discerning Judge; 
a prudent, sagacious Politician; 

a true, faithful, and firm Patriot. 
He ever adorned 

the profcesion of christianity 
which he made in youth; 

and distinguished through life 
for public usefuln('ss, 

died in the prospect of a blessed immortality. 

• . 
i 2 2 d. 

SAMUEL HUNTINGTON. 

109 

• 

I 
\ SAMUEL HUNTINGTON was born in 'Vindham, Connecticut, 
! 
, on the 2d day of July, 1732. His ancestors were respect-
; able; they came to America at an early period of the country, 

and settled in Connecticut. 
The father of the subject of the present memoir wal'! 

Nathaniel Huntington, who resided in the town of Windham, 
where he was a plain but worthy farmer. His mother was 
distinguished for her many virtues. She was a pious, dis
creet woman, and endued with a more than ordinary share 

• 

of mental vigour. A numerous family of children cemented 
the affection of this worthy pair. Several of the sons devoted 
themselves to the gospel ministry, and attained to a highly 
respectable standing in their profession. Of those who thus 
devoted themselves to the clerical professi071, Dr. Joseph 
Huntington w~s one. He is well known as the author of a 
posthumous work, on universal salvation. It was entitled, 
"Calvinism Improved, or the Gospel illustrated as a system 
of real Grace, issuing in the salvation of all men." This 
work was afterwards ably' answered by Dt.(; Nathan Strong. 
of Hartford. 

In the benefits of a public education, which were thus con 
V 15 
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ferred on several of his brothers, Samuel Huntington did not 
share. He ,ras the eldest SOil, and his father needed his as
sistance on the farm. Indeed, bis opportunities for obtaining 
knowledge were extremely limited, not extending beyond 

. those furnished by the common schools of that day. 
Mr. Huntington, }wwever, possessed a vigorous under

standing, and, when released from the toils of the field, he 
devoted himself with great assiduity to reauing and study. 
Thus, the deficicncies of the common school were more th:111 
supplied. Hc became pos~cssed of an cxtcnsire fund of in 
formation upon various subjccts, and hy the time he was 
twcnty-one years of age, he probably fell little short in his 
acqui:.;itions of tho'5e who had rcccircd a collcgiate euuca
tion, except in some particular hranchcs. His knowlcdge 
was less sdcntific, but more practical and useful. 

A lthoug-h· not avcrse to husbandry, he early manifested a 
fondness for legnl pursuits, and at the age of twenty-two he 
relinquished the labours of the field, for the more agreeable 
study of the law. Pecuniary circumstances prevented his 
availing himself of legal tuition in the office of a lawyer. 
'But he was contented to explore the labyrinths of the pro
fession unaided, except by his own judgment. The library 
of a respectable lawyer in a neighbouring town, furnished 
him with the necessary books, and his diligence and perse
verance accomplished the rest. 

1\'Ir. Huntington soon obtained a competent knowledge 01 
the principles of Jaw, to commence the practice of the pro. 
fession. He opened an office in his native town, but in 1760, 
removed to Norwich, ·where a wider field presented itself, 
for the exercise of his talents. Here, he soon became emi
nent in his profession. He was distinguished by a strict 
integritr~ and no man exceeded him in punctuality. These 
traits of character, united to no ordinary legal attainments; 
and strO!lg common sense, insured him the respect of the 
community, and a large share of professional business. . 

In 1764, Mr. HU11tington represented the town of Nor
wich in the general assembly. This was the commencement 
of his political career. In the year followin~ he was ap' 
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pointed to the office of king's attorney, the duties uf which 
he continued to discharge, with great fidelity, for !:1evernl 
years. In 117·1, he became an associate judge in the supe
rior court, and soon after an assistant in the council of Con
necticut. 

Mr. Huntington was among those who early and strongly 
srt themselves in opposition to the claims and oppressions of 

-

: the nritioh parliament. In his opinions on national subjects, 
I : I: he was eminently independent j nor was he backward in , 
j; expressing those opinions, on every suitable occasion. His·! 
, taicutf-i and patriotism recommended him to public favour, and 

, ill OctoLer, 1775, he was appointed by the general assembly of 
I : :: COllllccticut to represent that colony in the c~ntincntal con-
i i 
i :rress. In the January following, in conjunction with his dis-
Ii tinguiohed colleagues, Roger Sherman, Oliver 'Volcott, &c. 
! he took his seat in that venerable body. In the subsequent 
. July he voted ill favour of the declaration of independence. , 
I Of the continental congress, Mr. Huntington continued a 
, 

! member until the year 1781, when the ill state of his health 
I 
; required the relinquishment of the arduous services in which 
, 

i he had been engaged for several years. These services had 
! been rendered still more onerous by an appointment, in 1779, 

, 
II 

I 

i to the presidency of the congress, in which station he suc
ceeded Mr. Jay, on the appointment of the latter as minister 
plenipotentiary to the court of Madrid. The honourable sta- ; 
t.iOIl of president, Mr. Huntington filled with gr.eat dignity 
antI Jistinguished ability. "In testimony of their approba-

, , 
I 
, 
, 

i 
I i 

I 
J 

tion of his conduct in the chair, and in the execution of public 
business," congress, soon after his retirement, accorded to 
him the expression of their public tllanks. 

Thus relieved from the toils which his high official station 
in congress had imposed upon him, Mr. Huntington was soon 
able to resume his judicial functions in the superior court of 
Connecticut., and his duties as an assistant in the council of 
that state, both of which offices had been kept vacant during 
his absence. .. 

The public, however, were unwilling long to dispense with 
his services in the great national assembly. Accordingly, in 

- " 
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• 

1 782, he was re-elected a delegate to congress; but eithCJ 
feeble health, or his duties as a judge, prevented his attend· 
ance for rhat year. He was re-appointed the following yea) 
to the same office, and in July resumed his seat in congress, 
where he continued a conspicuous and influential member, 
until November, when he finally retired from the national 
assembly. 

Soon after his return to his native state, he was placed at 
• the head of the superior court, and the following year, 17~5, 

was elected lieutenant governor of the state. The next year 
he succeeded Governor Griswold in the office of chief magis 
trate of the state, and to this office he was annually re-elected 
during the remainder of his life. 

The death of this excellent and distinguished man occurred 
on the 5th of January, 1796, in the ()4th year of his age. 
His departure from the world, as 11Iight be expected, from 
the even tenol' of his life, and from the decided christian 
character and conversation which he had manifested, was 
t.ran'luil, He had for many years been a professor of reli
g-il)n, and a devoted attendant upon the ordinances of the 
gll,;pe1. His seat in the house of God was seldom vacant, 
and, when occasion required, he was ready to lead in an ad· I 
dress to the throne of grace, and was able to impart instruc 
tion to the people, drawn from the pure oracles of God. 

Such, in few words, was the religious character of GovernOl 
II untington. His domestic character was not less excellent 
To strangers, he might appear formal. He .possessed i1 dig-. 
nity, and a natural reserve, which repressed the advances of 
all, except his intimate friends; but to these he was ever ac 
cessible and pleasant. Few men ever possessed a greate) 
share of miluness and equanimity of temper. Sentiments of 
anger seem to have found no place in his breast; nor was he 
scarcely ever known to utter a word which could wound the 
feelings of another, or asperse the good name of an absent 
person. 

To show and para~e, Mr. Huntington was singularly 
averse. In early life he had acquired rigid habits of econo
my, which appear to have continued during his life. Hence, 
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in Ids domestic arrangements, in his diet, in his dress, Ili~ 

simplicity was such as to bring upon him the charge of par
simollY. Thejuslice or illju8tice of this chargc, wc have not 
the means of dctermining; but the private bcnciieence of 
:\Ir. HUlltington is so amply attc8tc:d to, that the charge of 
parsimony was probably brought against him only by the 
prufuse. 

~Ir. Huntington was not connected in life until the 30th 
~ar of his age. At that time he married a daughter of Ebe
Hezer Devotion, the worthy minister of the town of 'Vind
ham. Having no children, lUr. Huntington adopted two of 

" 
the children of his brother, the Reverend Joseph Huntington, 

i: one of whom afterwards became governor of Ohio; and the 
i~ other is at present the wife of the Revereud Doctor Griffin, 
I i: president of 'Villiams' College, in Massachusetts. The death 
i 
;; of ~Irs. Huntington preceded that of her husband about two 

• 
• : ycar.3. 

I: On the public character, or the public services of Go\'ernor 
, 

: Huntington, it is unnecessary to enlarge. It is pleasant, 
however, to mark the progress of such a man, from obscurity 
to the exalted and dignified walks of lite, and from the hum

I ble occupation of a plough boy, to the deep and learned in
I 
! vestigations of the judge, and to the wise and sagacious plans 

• 
I 

I ,.1 

• • 

I 
• 

of the statesman. What was true of Mr. Huntington, in this 

triots who, during the days t-f our revolutionary struggle, 
(lpposed themselves with success to British exactions and 
British oppressions. They came from humble life. They 
rose by the force of their native genius. Obstacles served 
only to rouse their latent strength. They threw aside dis
couragements, as the skilful swimmer dashes aside the wa
ters which impede his course. , 

Mr. Huntington was one of these men. He had not the 
advantage of family patronage, or the benefit of a liberal 
education; nor did hereditary wealth lend him her aid. But, 
instead of these, he had genius, courag"e, and perseverance. 
'Vito the united assistance of these, he entered upon his pro
fessional course, and afterwards, on his political career. He 
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rendered services to his country, which will long be remem
hereu with gratitude; he attained to honours with which a 
high ambition might have been sa.tisfi\)J; and, at length, went 
down to the grave, cheered with the prospect of a happy im
mortality. 

• 

\VILLIAM 'VILT .IAMS. 

THE family of ,V ILLIAM W ILLIAJUS is said to have been 
originally from 'Vales. A branch of it came to America in 
the year 16:?'~, and settled in Roxbury, Massachusetts. His 
grandfather, who bore the same name, was the minister of 
Hatfield, Massachusetts; and his father, Solomon Williams, 
D. D. was the minister of a parish in Lebanon, where he was 
settled fifty-four years. Solomon 'Yilliams, the fa ther, mar 

• 

ried a daughter of Colonel Porter, of Hadley, by whom he 
had five sons and thfee daughters. The sons were alllibe 
rally educated. Of these, Eliphalet was settled, as a ministcI 
of the gospel, in East-Hartford, where he continued to offi· 
ciate for about half a century. Ezekiel was sheriff (\f the 

I county of Hartford for more than thirty years; he died a 
few years since at 'Vethersfield, leaving behind him a cha
racter distinguished for energy and enterprise, liberality and 
benevolence. . 

'Vil1iam Williams, the subject of this memoir, was born in 
Lebanon, Connecticut, on the eighth of April, 1731. At the 
age of sixteen, he entered Harvard college. During his col
legiate course, hE> was distinguished for a diligent attention, 
and, at the proper period, was honourably g~·aduated. From 
the university he returned home, and, for a considerable time, 
devoted himself to theological studies, under the direction of 
his father. 

In September, 1755, was fought, at the hBad of'Lake 
George, a celebrated battle between the provincial troops, 
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under command of major general, aflerwards Sir William 
Johnson, aided by a body of indians led by the c.elcbratcd 
Hendrick, and a body of French Canadians and indians, COlll-

mUIl{led by Monsieur Ie Baron de Dieskau. At this time, Co-
lonel Ephraim 'Villiams commanded a regiment of provincinl 
troops, raised by Massachusett.s, with which he was engaged 
in the above battle. ,\Villiam 'Villiams, the subject uf 0111' 

memoir, belonged to his staff. 
Colonel 'Villiams was an officer of great merit. lIe was 

much beloved by his sohlicrs, and highly respected by the 
people of Massachusetts, in the place where he resided. 

i 'Willian:s' college owes its existence to him. As he was pro· 
! ceeding through Albany, to the head of Lake George, he 
I made his will in that c.ity. In this instrument, after oiying-
I

e -
I certain legacies to his connexions, he directed that the remaill' 

11 del' of his land should be sold at the discretion of his exeCl!' 
! tors, within five years after an established peace, and that the 

interest of the monies arising from the sale, together with 
1/ some other property, should be applied to the support of a 
il frce school, in some to\vnship in the western part. of )Ius:,:a

chusetts. This was the origin of 'Villiams' college. Both 
, the college, and the town in which it is situated, were namco 

aft(,f their distinguished benefactor, 
I Previous to the battle of Lake George, Colonel \Villiams 

was despatched with a party of twelve hundred men, to ob-

I rOil Dicskau. He met the enemy at Rocky Brook, four miles 
I 
I from Lake George. A. tremenoou$·battle now ensued. The 
I English !'oldiers fought with great courage, but at length 

they were overpowered, and obliged to retreat. During the 
contest, Colonel 'Vil1iams was shot through the head by un 
Indian, and killed. The command of the detachment now 
devolved upon Colonel Whiting, of New-Haven, who sueceetI
ed in joining Sir 'Villi am Johnson, with the force which hatI 
escaped the power of the enemy. The issue of this day is 
well known. The French army was finally repulsed, antI the 
Baron Dieskau was both wounded and taken prisoner . 

Soon after the death of Colonel Williams, the subject of 
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this memoir, returned to Lebanon, where he resolved to fix 
his permanent residence. In 1756, at the age of twenty-five 
reaJ'5, he was choscn clerk of the town of Lebanon, an oflice 
• 

which he continued to hold for the space of forty-five years. 
About the same time, he was appointed to represent the town 
ill the general assembly of Connecticut. In this latter capa
city, he served a long sllccession of years, during which he 
was often chosen clerk of the house, and not unfrequently 
filled, and always with dignity and reputation, the speaker's 
chair. In 1780, he was transferred to the upper house, being 
elected an assistant; an office to which he was annually re
elected for twenty-four years. It was recorded of him, what 
call probably be recorded of few, and perha p~ of no other man, 
that for more than ninety sessiuns, he was scarcely absent 
from his seat in the legislature, excepting wl1en he was a 
member of the continental congress, in 1770 and 1777. 

During the years last mentioned, he was a member of the 
national council; and in the deliberatIOns of that body look a 
part, during the memorable period, whell the charter of our 
independence received the finnl approbation of congress. 

At an early period of the revolution, he embarked with 
great zeal in the cause of his COUll try. During the campaign 
of 1755, while at the north, he had learned a lesson, '\vhich he 
did not forget. IIe was at that time disgusted with the 
British commanders, on account of the haughtiness of their 
conduct, and the little attachment which they manifested for 
his native country. The impression was powerful and last
ing. At that time he adopted the opinion, that America would 
sec no days ofprosperity and peace, so long as British officers 
should mannge her affairs. On the arrival of the day, there
fore, when the revolutionary struggle commenced, and a 
chance was presented of release from the British yoke, l\h. 
\Villiams was ready to engage with ardour, in bringing about 
this happy state of things. He had for several years been in
terested in mercantile pursuits. Thcse he now relinquished, 
that he might devote himself to the cause of his country. He 
powerfully contributed to awaken public feeling, by severa) 
essays on political subjects and when an occasion called him 

• 

I 

.. 



• 

~============================================== i 

I 

WILLIAM WILLIAMS. ]77 

to ~pcak in public, his patriotic 1£a1 and indcpel1l1cnt spirit 
were manife5ted, in a powerful and impressive eloquence. 

I 
j 

N or was Mr. Williams one of those patriots with whom 
\\'ords are all. He was ready to make sacrifices, whenever 
occasion required. An inst.ance of his public spiri tis recordeu, 
in the early part of the revolution. At this time the paper 
mOlley of the country was of so little value, that military ser-

• • 

, 

rices couid not be procured for it. Mr. 'Vil1iams, with great 
liberality, exchanged more than two thousand dollars in 

I 
specie, for this paper, for the benefit of his country. In the 
issue, he lost the whole sum. 

A similar spirit of liher:!.!:' j marked his dealings, in tho 
settlement of his affairs, on the eve and during the course of 

• 
.he revolution. He was peculiarly kind to debtors impover-
ished by the war; and frG:!' the widow and the fatherless, 
made so by the struggle for freedom, he seldom made any 
exactions, e\'en though he himself suflered by his kindness. 

At the commencement of the war, it is well Imown, there 
was little provision made for tile support of an ar,my. There 
were no public stores, no art-enals filled whh warlike instl'U' 
lw'nts, and no clothing prepared for the soldiers. For many 
adclcs of the first necessity. resort was had to priratc contri
bl tions. The selectmen in many of the towns of Connecti
cut. volunteered their services, to obtain articles for the lleces
sary outfit ofncw recruits, for the maintenance of thc families 

• 

, of inuigent soldiers, am~ to furnish supplies cycn for the 
army itself. 

Mr. \Villiams was, at this time, one of the selectmen of tll{' 
town of Lebanon, an office which he continued to llUld 
during the whole revolutionary war. No man was bettl'r 
fitted for such a station, and none could have manifested mure 
unwearied zeal than he did, in soliciting the benefactiolls 
of private families for the above objects. Such ,ras his suc
cess, that he forwarded to the army more than one thousand 
blankets. In many instances, families parted with their last 
blanket, for the usc of the soldiers in the camp; and bullets 
were made from the lead taken from the weights of clocks. 
Such \Vas the I)atriotism of the fathers and mothers of the 
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• , , 

I 
Jand, in those days of trial. There were no comforts, which 
they could not cheerfully forego, and no sacrifices which , 
they did not joyfully make, that the blessings of freeuom ! 

In confirmation of the aboyc eduence of the firmness anu ' , 
patriotism of :Mr. \Yilliams, the following anecdote may be ! 

I 

nuded. Towards the close of the year 1776, the military i 

afiuirs of the colonies wore a gloomy aspect, and strong 
fears began to prevail that the contest would go against i 
them. In this dubious state of things, the council of safety I 

for Connecticut was called to sit at Lebanon. Two of the 
members of this council, William Hillhouse and Benjamin 
Huntington, quartered with 1\'1r. \Villiams . 

• 
One evening, the conversation turned upon the gloomy 

state of the country, and t.he probability thllt, after all, success 
woulu crown the British arms. " 'V eli," said Mr. 'Villiams, 
with great calmness, "if they succeed, it is pretty evident 
what will be my fate. I have done much to prosecute the 
contest, and one thing I have done, which the British will 
never pardon I have signed the Declaration of Indepen
dence. I shall be hung." Mr. Hillhouse expressed his I 
hope, that America would yet be successful, and his confi
dence that this would be her happy fortune. 1\Ir. Hunting
ton observeu, that in case of ill success, he should be exempt 
from the gallows, as his signature was not attached to the 
declaration of independence, nor had he written any thing 
against the British government. To this 1\1r. 'Villiams re~ 
plied, his eye kindling as he spoke, "Then, sir, you deserve 
to be hanged, for not haviUg done your duty." 

At the age of 41, he became settled in domestic life, having 
connected himself with the daughter of Jonathan Trumbull, 
at that time governor of the state. His lady, it is believed, 
is still lhring. Three children were the offspring of this 
marriage. Of these children, Solomon, the eldest, died in 
New-York, in 1810, n man greatly beloved by aU who had the 
pleasure to know him. The only daughter is respectably 
connected in 'Voodstock, and tl.e remaining son resides in 
I ... ebanon. 

-
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The demise of his eldest son was a great affiiction to the 
aged and infirm father. The intf:lligence produced a shock 

:! from which he never reco,'ered. From this time, he gradu-
o Ii ally declined. Four days before his death, he lost the power 

:i of utterance, nor was it expected that he would again speak 
o 0 

:1 OIl this side the grave. A short time, howc\'er, previously to 
,! his death, he called aloud for his deceased son, and requested 

, 
I 

o , 

, I 
, 

him to attend his dying pi,lrent. In a few moments he closed 
his life. This event occurred on the 2d day of August, 1811, 

o :l in the 81st year of his age. 
To this biographical sketch of 1\11'. 'Villiams, we have 

: only to add a word, respecting his character as a Christian. 
o 

o He mad&! a profession of religion at an early age, and through 
o 

o , 
o 0 

o! and consistent conduct and conversation. While yet almost 
Ii a youth, he was elected to the office of deacon, in the congre
! gational church to which he belonged, an office which he re-
o :! tained during the remainder of his life. His latter days were 

o I 

.~ chiefly devoted to reading, meditation, and prayer. At length 
• , , 

j: the hour arrived, when God would take him to himself. lIe 
0/ 
:1 ga,'e lip the ghost, in a good old age, and was gathered to 
!O his fathers. 
! 
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I . FEW families have been more distinguished in the annals 
! 
:. of Connecticut, than the Wolcott family. The ancestor of 

this family was Henry Wolcott, an English gentleman of 
considerable fortune, who was born in the year 1578. Dur 
ing the progress of the Independents in England, he em
braced the principles of that sect, and hence becoming ob
noxious to the British government, he found it expedient to 
emigrate to America. His emigration, with his familv, took 
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They settled for a time at Dorchester, in 
• 

, . 
• 

I , 
• 

• , , 
• 

, 

Mr. '-volcott is represent.~u to have been a man of talents . 
and enterprise. Possessing an ample fortune, he associated 
himself ::ith John Mason, Roger Ludlow, Mr. Stoughton, and ,: 
Mr. Newberry, who were also I1lcn of wealth, in the settle· : 
ment of \Vindsor, in Connecticut. About the same time, as 
is well known, settlements were made at Hartford and j 

"r ethersfield. , 

In 1039, the first general assembly of Connecticut was 
• 

holden at Hartford. It was composed of delegate!:! from the :: 
, 

above towns. Among these delegates was Henry Wolcott. II 

Since that date, down to the present time, some of the mem- ii 
· ' bers of this distinguished family have been concerned in the ;: 

cbil government of the state. ,: 
, . 

Simon 'Voleott was the youngest son of Henry Wolcott. !: 
I ' 

Roger 'Voleott, who is distinguished both in the civil and , 

military annals of the state, was the youngest son of Simon !: 
'Volcott. Oliver Wolcott, the subject of the present me· :: 
moir, was the youngest son of Roger Wolcott. He was :' 

, ' 

born in the year 1726, and graduated at Yale College in 1747. ; 
• 

In this latter year he received a commission as captain in I: 
the army, in the French war. At the head of a company, i: 

• 

which was raised by his own exertions, he proceeded to the i: , 
defence of the northern frontiers, where he continued until !, 

the peace of Aix-Ia-Chapelle. 
I 
I 
I , 

At this time he returned to Connecticut, and commenced 
the study of medicine. He, however, never entered into the 
practice of the profession, in consequence of receiving the , 
appointment of sheriff of the county of Litchfield, which I! 
was organized about the year 1751. ! 

I 
I , 
, , 
• • , , 

In 1774 he was appointed an assistant in the council of the 
state. This may be considered as the commencement.of his 
political career. To the office of assistant, he continued to 
be annually re-elected tin 1786. In the interval, he was for 
some time chief judge of the court of common pleas for the 
county, and judge of the court of probate for the district of 
Litchfield 
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In the revolutionary contest, lVIr. Wolcott was one of the 
strong pillars of the American cause. He inherited much of 
the inliependent feeling of the ancestor of the family, of 
whom 'ye have spoken in the commencement of this me
moir. In 1176, he was summoned by his native state to re
present it in the national congress in Philadelphia. He had 

!I the honour of participating in the deliberations of that body, 
I ~ .. 

:: on the declaration of independence, and of recoruing his 
Ii rote in favour of its adoption. 
:! Immeuiately after the adoption of that instrument, he re
:! tllrIlCU to Connecticut, and was now invested with the com-· , , 
• 

:' mand of fourteen regiments of the state militia, which were 
• 

:: r:l isetl for the defence of' N ew-Y orl{. In November, he re-
I , 

,i sUlI1ed his scat in congress, and on ~he adjournment of that 
• • 

!; hoJy to Baltimore, he accompanied them, ar.d there spent 
, I 
ii the winter of 1117. In the ensuing summer, he was engaged 

• 

:! in severa1 military movements; after which, he joineu the , 
• 

:! northern army, under General Gates, with a corps of several 
, 

• 

,; hun(h-eu volunteers, and assisted in the memorable uefeat of , , , , 

:i the British army under General Burgoyne. From this period, 

II fic1d in defence of his count.ry, or, as a commissioner of indian 

:' settling the terms of peace with the six nations. In 1786 he 
, 

i was elected lieutenant governor, an office to which he was 
I I' annuallyelecteu for ten years, when he was raised to the 
I, chief magistracy of the state. This latter office, howe .... cr, 
, 1 

: he enjoyed but a little time, death putting an end to his acti,"e 
I 

year of his age. 
The life of .Mr. 'Volcott was extended beyond the common 

age of man, but it was well filled with honourable services 
for his country. He merited and received the confidence of 
his fellow citizens. In his person, he was tall, and had the 
appearance of great muscular strength. His manners were 
dignified. He had great resolution of character, and might 
be said to be tenacious of his own opinions; yet he could 
lSurrender them, in view of evidence, and was ready to alter 
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D course which he had prescribed for himself, when duty and 
propriety seemed to require it. 

In 1155, he was· married to a!\Ii-ss- Collins, of Guilfod, 
with whom he enjoyed great domestic felicity, for the space 
of forty years. Few women were better qualified for the 
discharge of domestic duties, than was Mrs. Wolcott. During 
the long absence of her husband, she superintended the edu
cation of her children, and by her prudence and frugality au
ministered to the necessities of her family, and rendered her 
house the seat of comfort and hospitality. 

Mr. \Volcott neYer pursued any of the learned professions, 
yet his reading was various and extensive. He cultivated an 
acquaintance with the sciences, through the works of some 

.. , 

, I , , 
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I ' , , , 
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, 
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• , 

, , , 
, ' 
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, 
, . , .. 
, , 
I , ' 
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! j 

of the most learned men of Europe, and was intimately ac
quainted with history, both ancient and modern. He has :: 
the reputation, and it is believed justly, of having been an Ii 

I ~ accomplished scholar. !: 
I ' : i Mr. Wolcott was also distinguished for his love of order Ii 
I 

and religion. In his last sickness he expressed, according to Ii 
Dr. Backus, who preached his funeral sermon, a deep sense !, 

, 

of his personal unworthiness and guilt. For several days !. 
before his departure, every breath seemed to bring' with it a 
prayer. At length, he fell asleep. He was an old man, anu :: 

, 
I 
, 

, 

full of years, and went to his grave distinguished for a long ~ 
, 

series of services rendered both to his state and nation. The !I 
Ii 

memory of his personal worth, of his patriotism, his in- 'i 
tegrity, his christian walk and conversation, will go down t" i: 
generations yet unborn. : 

i 

• 

. --

• 



---- -

I ! 
I I 
I ' 
f ' 

I 

I 

I 

I , 
II 
: I 

, 
I 
I , 

I 
I 

, 
• 

• -

TilE 

NEW-YORK DELEGATION. 

W ILLlAlII FLOYD, 

PHILIP LIVINGSTON, 

FRANCIS LEWIS, 

LEWIS MORRIS, 

HENRY MISNER.· 

• 

WILLIAM FLOYD. 

'VILLlA III FLOYD, who was the first delegate from New
York that signed the Declaration of Independence, was born 
on Long Island, on the 17th of December, li34. His father 
was Nicoll Floyd, an opulent and respectable iamlholder, 
whose ancestors came to America from Wales, about the 

.. year 1680, and settled on Long Island. The father of 'ViI-
• • 

liam died while his son was young, and left him heir to a 
large estate. . 

The early education of young Floyd, by no means corres
ponded to the wealth and abiiity of his father. His studies 
were limited to a few of the useful branches of knowledge, 
and these were left unfinished, in consequence of the death 
of that gentleman. The native Bowers of Floyd were, how
e\'er, respectable, and his house being the resort of an exten 

,., This gentleman was present when congress expressed their approbation 
of the DecL'U"ation of Independence, and 'Voted in favour of it. But, before 
the engrossed copy was signed by ',he several members, Mr. Misner left 
congress, and thus failed of afflXing his name to this memorable instrument . 
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t:ive circle of connexions and acquaintance, which inc1mled 
many intelligent and distinguished families, his mind, by the 
intercourse which he thus enjoyed with those who were en
lightened and improved, became stored with rich and varied 
knowledge. His wealUl enabled him to practice a generous 
hospitality, and few enjoyed the society of friends with more 
pleasure. 

At an early period in the controversy between Great Bri
tain and the colonies, the feelings of Mr. Floyd were strongly 
enlisted in the cause of the latter. He was a friend to the 
people; and, with zeal and ardour, entered into every mea
sure which seemed ealculated to ensure to them their just 
rights. These sentiments on his part excited a reciprocal 
confidence on the part of the people, and led to his appoint
ment as a delegate from New-York to the first continental 
congress, which met in Philadelphia on the fifth of Septem
ber, 1774. In the measures adopted by that body, so justly 
eulogized by the advocates of freedom, from that day to the 
present, 1\11'. Floyd most heartily concurred. 

In the following year, he was again elected a delegate to 
congress, and continued a member of that body until after the 
Declaration of American Independence. On that occasion, 
he assisted in dissolving the political bonds' which had united 
the culonies to the British government; and in consequence 
of which, they had suffered numberless oppressions for years. 
Into other measures of congress, Mr. Floyd entered with 
zeal. lIe served on numerous important committees, and 
by his fidelity rendered essential service to the patriotic 
cause. 

It was the lot of not a few, while thus devoted to the pub
lic good, to experience the destructive effects of the war 
upon their property, or the serious inconveniences arising 
from it in r~lation to their families. In both these respects 
Mr. Floyd suffered severely. \Vhile at Philadelphia~ attend
ing upon congress, the American troops evacuated Long 
Island, which was taken possession of by the British army. 
On this latter event, the family of Mr. Floyd were obHged to 
flee for safety to Connecticut. His house was occupied by a 
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company of horsemen, which maue it the place of their ren
dezvous during the remainder of the war. Thus, for nearly 
seven years, ~Ir. Floyd and his family were refugees from 
their habitation, nor did he, during this long period, uerive 
any benefit from his landed estate. 

In the year 1'1'1'/, General Floyd (we give him this military 
appellation, from the circumstance of his having some time 
before been appointed to the com manu of the militia on 
Long Island) was appointed a senator of the state of New
York, under the new constitution. In this body, he assisted 
to organize the government, anu to accommodate the code 
of laws to the changes which had recently been effected in 
the political condition of the state. 

In October, 1778, he was again elected to represent the 
, 

" state of New-York in the continental congress. From this 

I • 

I 

federal constitution, General Floyd was either a member of 
the national assembly, or a member of the senate of N(>w
York. In this latter body, he maintained a distinguished 
rank, and was often called to preside over its deliberations, 
when the lieutenant governor left t.he chair . 

In 178t, he purchased an uninhabited tract of land upon 
the Mohawk River To the clearing and subduing of this 
tract, he devoted the leisure of several successive summers. 
Under his skilful management, anu persevering labours, a 
considerable portion of the. tract was converteu into a well 
cultivateu farm; and hither, in 1803, he removeu his resi
dence. Although, at this time, he was advanced in life, his 
bodily strength and activity were much greater than often 
pertain to men of fewer years. He enjoyed .unusual health, 
until a year or two before his death. The faculties of his 
mind continued unimpaired to the last. A little previous to 
nis death, he appeared to be affected with a gcner~l debility, 
which continuing to increase, the lamp of life was at length 
extinguished. This event occurred on the 4th of August, 
1821, ane.. when he had attained to the extraordinary age of 
eighty-seven years. 

In his l)erson, General Floyd was of a middle stature. He 
2A 16· 
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possessed a natural dignity, which se1Jom failed to impre~s 
those into whose company he was thrown. He appeared to 
enjoy the pleasures of private life, yet in his manners he was 
less familiar, and in his disposition less afi'able, than most 
men. Few men, howe\'er, were more respected. He was 

• 
• 

I 

I 
I I 

• , 
I 

I 
I 

, 

eminently a practical man. The projects to which he gave ii 
his sanction, or which he attempted, were those which judg- ; 

I : ment could approve. 'Vhen his purposes were once formed, . I: 
he ~cldom found reason to alter them. His firmness and re- j' 

solution were not often equalled. 
• 

In his political character, there was much to admire. lIe 
was uniform and independent. He manifested great randour 
and sincerity towards those from whom he happened to dif
fer; anti such was his well known integrity, that his motives 
were rarely, if ever, impeached. lIe seldom took part in the 
public discussioll of a subject, nor was he dependent upon 
others for the opinions whirh he adopted. His views were 
his own, and his opinions the result of reason and reflection. 
If the public estimation of a man be a just criterion by which 
to judge of him, General Floyd was excelled by few of his 
contemporaries, since, for more than fifty years he was ho
noured with oflices of trust and responsibility by his fellow 
citizens. 

• 

PHILIP LIVINGSTON . 
• • 

PHILIP LIVI:'IGSTO~ was born at Albany, on the fifteenth 
of Janu.ary, 1716. His ancestors were highly respectable, and 
for se\'eral ,generatiuns the family have held a distinguished 
rank in New-York. His great grandfather, John Livingston, 
was a divine of some celebrity in the church of Scotland, 
from which country he removed to Rotterdam in the year 
1663. In 1772, or about that time, his son Robert emiCTrateu 
to America, and settled in the coiony of New-York. lie was 
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fortunate in obtaining a grant of a tract of land in that colo
nY, delightfully situated on the banks of the Hudson. This . - . 
tract, since known as the :Manor of Livingston, has been in 
pO~5('ssion of the family from that time to the present. 

Robert Livingston had three sons, Philip, Robert, and 
Gilbert. The first named of these, being the eldest, inherit.
cd the manor. The fourth son of this latter is the subject of 
the present memoir. 

The settlement of N ew-York, it is well known, was com
menced by the Dutcil. For many years scarce]y any atten
tion was paid by them to the subject of education. They 
had few schools, few academies, and, until the year 1754, no 

• 
college in the territory. Such gentlemen as gave their sons 
a liberal education, sent them either to New-England, or to 
\lome foreign university. But the number of liberally edu
eatcd men was extremely small. As late as 1746, their Bum
bpr did not exceed fifteen in the whole colony. The subject 
of this memoir, and his three brothers, were included in the 
llumber. The author is ignorant where the brothers of )lr. 
Livingston received their education, but he was himself gra~ 
duated at Yale College, 1737. 

Soon after leaving college he settled in the city of New
York, where he became extensively engaged in commercial 
operations. Mercantile life was, at this t.ime, the fashionable 

i pursuit. Mr. Livingston followed it with great ardour; and, 
! having the advantage of an excellent education, and being 
I . 

i , 
, 
• , 

I 

!, distinguished for a more than ordinary share of integrity and 
! sagacity, he was prosperous in an eminent degree. 
, 

': In 1154, he was elected an alderman in the city of New-
, 

. York. This was his first appearance in public life. The 

, 

I ' , 

, , 
, 
I 

office was important and respectable. The population of 
the city was ten thousand eight hundred and eighty-one 
souls. l\Ir. Livingston continued to be ejected to this office 
for nine successive years, by his fellow citizens, to whom he 
gave great satisfaction, by his faithful attention to their in-
terests. 

In 1759, Mr. Livingston was return~d a member from the 
city of New-York to the general assembly of the colony, 

1 , 
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which was convened on the thirty-first of January of th~t 
year. This body ('onsistrd of twcnty-srH11l members, repre.
senting a population of about one hundred thousa~ld inhabit
ants, the number which the colony at that time ('o~;!dncd. 

At this period, Grrat Britain was engaged in a war with 
France. A plan had been formed for the rcduct.ion of Cana
da by the United Colonies. For this object, it was proposcd 
to raise twenty thousnnd men. The quota of New-V,Jrk was 
two thousand six hundred and eighty. This number the 
general assembly directed to be raised, and appropr~ated one 
hundred thousand pounds for the support of the troops, and 
ordered an advance of one hundred and fifty thous('.nd pounds 
to the BritIsh commissariat, for the general oh}~cts of the 
expedition. Similar measures were adopted by the other 
colonies, which, together with the assistance of the mother 
country, led to the capture of several important pc>sts in Ca
nada; and, in the following year, to the subjugation of the 
whc~e territory to the British power. 

In this assembly, Mr. Livingston acted a distinguished 
part. His talents and education gave him influcnce, which 
was powerfully exerte<1 in promoting the above important 
measures. He a180 suggested several plans, which were cal
culated to improve the condition of the colony, particularly 
in relation to agriculture and commerce. He was deeply 
impressed with the importance of gi dng to the productions 
of the ccuntry a high charactm' in the markets abroad, and 
of increasing the facilities of communication with other coun
tries. In respect to these and other subjects, he possessed a 
well iuformed mind, and was desirous of pursuing a most libe
ral policy. 

Previous to the revolution, it was usual for the respective 
colonies to have an agent in England, to manage their indi
vidual concerns with the British go\'ernment. This agent 
was appointed by the popular branch of the colonial assem
oJies. In] 770, the agent of the colony of New-York dying, 
the celebrated Edmund Burke was chosen in his stead. Be· 
tween this gentleman and a committee of the colonial as
sembly, a correspondellce was maintained. As the agent 
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of the eolony, he reeeh'eu a salary of five hurlllred poulllls. 
UP, represlnted the colony ill Ellgland, and advocated her 
rights. lIenee the office was one of gretlt imporlallce. Not 
less important were the duties of the committee of correspon
dence. Upon their r~prcsentations, the agent depenuecl for 
a knowledge of the state of the colony. Of this committee 
~lr. Livingf-ton was a member. Frum his communications, 
and those of his colleagues, ~Ir. Burke doubtless obtained 

• 

that information of the state of the colollics, wllich he some-
times brought forward, to the perfect surprise of the house 
of commons, and upon which he often founded arguments, 
antI proposed measures, which were not to be rc::;iste~. 

The patriotic character and sentil1l(,llts of Mr. Li\-illgston, 
led him to regard, with great jealousy, the power of tIle Bri
ti:ih gonrnment over the colonii.'s. "'ith other patriots, he 
was probably willillg to submit to the authority uf the muther 
COUll try, while that authority was confined to such acts as rea. 
son and justice approved. But, whell the B'l'itish ministers 
Lc~an to evince a uispositiol1 to oppre5S the colonies, by way 
of humbling them, 110 man manifested a stronger opposition 
tlmn ::\11'. Livingston. His scntimellts on this subject may be 
gathered from an answer, which he reported in 176-1, to the 
Epcrch of Lieutenant Governor CultIen. In the extract we 
gh'c, may be seen the very spirit of the revolution, which led 
to American indrpenuencc. 

"But nothing can add to the pleasure we recei,re from the 
information your honour gives us, that his majesty, our most 
gracious sovereign, distinguishes and approves our conduct. 
When his service requires it, we shall ever be ready to exert our-
1iclycs with loyalty, fiuelity, and zeal; and as we have always 
complied, in the mo.st dutiful manner; with every requisi
tion made by his directions, we, with all humility, hope tha 
his majesty, who, and whose ancestors, hal'e long been the 
guardians of British liberty, will so protect us in our rights, 
as to prevent our falling into the abject state of being forever 
hereafter incapable of doing what can merit either his distinc
tion or approbation. Such must be the deplorable state of 
that wretched people, who (being taxed by a pon;er subordi-
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nate to none, and in a great degree unacquaintetl with their 
circum~tanccs) can call nothmg their own. This we speak 
with the greatest deference to the wisdom and jus,tice of the 
llritish parliament, in which we confide. Depressed with this 
prospect of inevitable ruin, by the alarming information we 

huve from home, neither we nor our constituents can attend 
to improvements, conducive either to the interests of our mo~ 
ther country, or of this colony. We shall, however, renew 
the act for granting a bounty on hemp, still hoping that a stop 
may be put to those measures, which, if carried into execu
tion, will oblige liS to think that nothing but extreme poverty 
can preserve us from the most insupportahle bondage. 'Ve 
hope your honour will join with us in an e!ldeavour to secure 
that great badge of English liberty, of being taxed only 'With 
our o'Wn (;onsent; which we concchre all his majesty's sub

jects at hom~ and abroad equally entitled to." 
The colony of New-York, it is well known, was, for a 

time, more under the influence of the British crown than se
veral others, and more slowly, as a colony, arlopted measures 

whieh hastened forward the revolution. But all along, there 
wnc individuals in that colony, of kindred feelings with those 

who acted so conspicuous a part in :Massachusetts and Vir 
• 

• • gUlla.. 
Among these indiviuuals, none possessed a more patriotic 

spirit, or was more rea.dy to rise in opposition to British ag
gressions, than Philip Livingston. The sentiments which he 
had avowed, and the distinguished part which he had all along 
taken, in favour of the rights of the colonies, marked him out 

as a proper person to represent the colony in the important 
congress of 1774. In the deliberations of this body he bore 

his proper share, and assisted in preparing an address to the 
people of Great Britain. 

Of the equally distinguished congress of 1776, Mr. Living
ston was a member, and had the honour of giving hIS yote in 
favour of that declart-t:.")n, which, while it was destined to per
petuate the memory of the ilIust'l"ious men W}lO adopted it, 
was to prove the charter of our. national existence. In the 
following year, he was re-elected to congress by the state 
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convention, which, at this time, tendered to him and his col
leagues an exprcssion of public thanks, for the long and faith
ful services which they llad renuered to the colony of the 
state of New-York. 

Thc constitution of the state of New-York was adopted at 
Killgston, on the twentieth of April, 1117. Under this 
cOllstitution, 1\11'. J.. .. ivingston, in May following, was chosen 
a senator for the southern district, and in that capacity at
tended the first meeting of the first legisl\lture of the state 01 

New-York. 
In October of the same year, an eieciion took place for 

members of congress, under the new constitution. Among 
the number chosen, Mr. Livingston was one. On the 5th 
of May, 1178, he took his seat in that bouy. This was an 
eminently critical and gloomy period in the history of the re

I yoJution. The British hau taken possession of Philadelphia, 
i compelling congress to retire from that city. They had 

agreed to hold a session at York. I 

I 

i 
• , 
I 
; 
• 
I 
I 

I 
II 

At this time, the health of Mr. J .... ivingston was exceedingly 
precarious. Anu such was the nature of his complaint, which 
was a dropsy in the chest, that no rational prospect existed 
of his recovery. Indeed, he was dailJ liable to be summoned 
from the active scenes of life to his final account. Yet, in 
this dubious and anxious state, his love to his country conti-

• 

.I 

nued str.ong and unwavering. For her good he had made 
many sacrifices; and, now that her interests seemed to re
quire his presence in congress, he hesitated not to relinquish 
the comforts of home, and those attentions which, in his fee
ble and declining state, he peculiarly needed from a beloved 
family. 

Previous to his departure, he visited his friends in Albany, 
whom he now bid a final farewell, as he expected to see them 
no more. His family, at this time, were at Kingston, whi
ther they had been obliged to flee to escape the British army. 
To these, also, he bid an affectionate adieu, at the same time 
expressing his conviction, that he should no more return. 

These sau anticipations proved too true. On the fifth 
of May, he took his seat in congress, from wltich time his de-
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cline was rapid. On the twelfth of June, he ended llis vaIn
able life. Althollgh depl'ivclI of the consolations of home, 
he was attended, during the few last days of his illness, by 
his son, Henry, who was at that time a member of General 
'Vashington's family. Hearmg of the illness of his father, 
he hastened to administer such comforts as migh t be in his 
power, and to perform the last duties to a dying parent. 

On the day of his decease, his death was announced in the 
hall of congress, and by that body the following resolutions 
adopted: 

" Congress being informed that Mr. P. Livingston, one of 
the delegates for the state of New-York, died last night. and 
that circumstances require that his corpse be interred this 

• evclllng, 
" Resoh'ed, that congress will in a body n tlentl the funcral 

this evening, at six o'clock, with a crape round the arm, and 
• 

will cont.inue in mourning for the space of one month. 
"Ordered, that Mr. Lewis, Mr. Duel', and Mr. G. :Morris, 

be a committee to superintend the funeral; and that the Rev. 
Mr. Duffield, the attending chaplain, be notified to officiate on 
the occasion." 

MI. Livingston married the daughter of Colonel Dirck Ten 
Broeck, by whom he had several children. His family has 
furnished several characters who have adorned society, and 
whose "irtues have imparted dignity to human nature. Mr. 
Livingston is said to have been naturally silent and reserved, 
and, to strangers, to have appeared austere. Yet he was Ul1-

commonly mild and affectionate to his family and friends. 
He was a firm believer in the great truths of the Christian 
system, and a sincere and humble follower of the divine Re-
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FRANCIS LE\VIS. 

! FRANCIS LEWIS was a native of Landaff, in South 'Vales. 
; whci'e he was born in t&e year, 1713. His father was a 

clergyman, belonging to the established church. His mo
ther was the daughter of Dr. Pettingal, who was also a 

I clergyman of the episcopal establishment, and had his resi
i dence in North 'Vales. At the early age of four or five years, 
I 

being left an orphan, the care of him devolved upon a mater-
nal maiden aunt, who took singular pains to have him in

I stl'ucted in the native ianguage of his country. He was 
, 

: afterwards sent to Scotland, where, in the family of a relation, 
, 

! he acquired a Imowlcdge of the Gaelic. From this. he was 
[ transferred to the school of Westminster, where he completed 

hi:5 education j and enjoyed the reputation of being a good 
, chulsical scholar. 
i 
! Mercantile pursuits being his object, he entered the count-
, 

: ing room of a London merchant j where, in a few years, he 
, 

acquired a competent knowledge of the profession. On at-
, 

I taining to the age of twenty-one years. he collected the property 
which had been left him by his father, and having converted it 
into merchandise, he sailed for New-York, where he arrived 

I in the spring of 1 i35. 
Lea ving a part of his goods to be sold in New-York, by 

Mr. Edward Annesly, with whom he had formed a commer
cial connexion, he transported the remainder to Philadelphia, 
whence, after a residence of two years, he returned to the 

I former city, and there became extensively engaged in naviga .. 
tion and foreign trade. About this time he connected him
self by marriage with the sister of his partner, by whom he 
had several children. 

Mr. Lewis acquired the character of an active and enter
prising merchant. In the course of his commercial transac
tions, he traversed a r.onsiderable part of the continent of 
Europe. He visited several of the seaports of Russia, the 
Orkney and Shetland Islands, and twice suffered shipwreck 
of the Irish coast. 

2 B 17 
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During the French or Canadian war, l\'lr. Lewis was, for 
n time, agent for supplying the British troops. In this capa
city, he was present at the time, wh~n, in Angust, 1756, the 
furt of Oswego was surrendered to the distinguished French 
general, de Montcalm. The fort was, at that time, command
ed by the British Colonel Mersey. On the tenth of August, 
Montcalm approached it with more than five thousand Europe
ans, Canadians, and Indians. On the twelfth, at midnight, 
he opened the trenches, with thirty-two pieces of cannon, be
sides se,'eral brass mortars and howitzers. The garrison 
having fired away all their shells and ammunition, Colonel 
Mersey ordered the cannon to be spiked, and crossed the ri,'el 
to Little Oswego Fort, without the loss of a single man. 01 
the deserted fort, the enemy took immediate possession, and 
from it began a fire, which was 1{ept up without intermission. 
The next day, Colonel Mersey was killed while standing by 
the side of Mr. Lewis. 

The garrison, being thus deprived of their commander, 
their fort destitute of a cover, and no prospect of aid present
ing itself, demanded a capitulation, and surrendered as prison
ers of war. The garrison consieted at this time of the re
giments of Shirley and Pepperell, and amounted to one thou
sand and four hundred men. The conditions reqUIred, and 
accedcd to, werc, that they should be exempted from plunder, 
conducted to Montreal, and treated with humanity. The 
sen'ices rendered by Mr. Lewis, during the war, were 
held in such consideration by the British government, that 
at the close of it he received a grant of five thousand acres ' 
of land. 

The conditions, upon which the garrison at Fort Oswego 
, 

surrendered to Montcalm, were shamefully violated by that 
commander. They were assured of kind treatment; but no 
sooner had the surrender been made, than Montca1m anowed 
the chief warrior of the Indians, who assisted in taking the 
fort, to select about thirty of the prisoners, and do with 
them as he pleased. Of this number Mr. Lewis was one. 
Placed thus at the disposal of savage power, a speedy and 
cruel death was to be expected. The tradition is, however 

• 
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that he soon discovered that he was able to com"crse with 
the indians, by reason of the similarity of the uncient lan
guage of Wales, which he understood, to the indian dialect. 
The ability of Mr. Lewis, thus readily to communicate with 
the chief, so please(l the latter, that he treated him kindly. 
and on arriving at Montreal, he requested the French go 
I'('rnor to allow him to return to his family, without ransom. 
The request, however, was not granted, and Mr. Lewis 
was sent as a prisoner to France, from which country, 

This tradition as to the cause of the liberation of Mr. 
I Lewis, is incorrect; no such affinity e)"-1sting between the 
I Cymreag, or ancient language of Wales, and the language of 

alw of the indian tribes found in North America. The cause 
• 

might have been, and probably was, some unusual oc('.urrence, 
I 

,I or adventure; but of its precise nature we are not informed. 
, 
I. Although Mr. Lewis was not born in America, his attach~ 

ment to the country was coeval with his settlement in it. 
He early espoused the patriotic cause, against the encroach~ 
mcnts of the British government, and was among the first to 
unite with an association, which existed in several parts 01 

the country, called the" sons ofliberty," the object of which 
was to concert measures against the exercise of an undue 
power on the part of the mother country. 

The independent and patriotic character which Mr. Lewis 
was known to possess, the uniform integrity of his life, the 
distinguished intellectual powers w,ith which he was en
dued, all pointed him out as a proper person to assist in ta
king charge of the interest of the colony in the continental 
congress. Accordingly, in April, 1775, he was unanimously 
elected a delegate to that body. In this honourable station he 
was continued by the provincial congress of N ew-York, 
through the following year, 1776; and was among the num· 
ber who declared the colonies forever absolved from their 
allegiance to the British crown, and from that time en
titled to the rank and privileges of free and independent 
states. 

In several subsequent years, he was appointed to represent 
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the state in the national legislature. During his congressional 
career, Mr. Lewis was distinguished for a becoming zeal in 
the cause of Huerty, tempered by the influence of a correct 
judgment and a cautious prudence. He was employed in 
several secret. services; in the purchase of provisions and 
clothing for the army; and in the importation of military 
stores, particularly arms and ammunition. In transactions 
of this kind, his commercial experience gave him great facili
ties. He was also employed on various committees, in 
which capacity, he rendered many valuable services to his 
country. 

In 1775, Mr. Lewis removed his family and effects to a 
-

country seat which he owned on Long Island. This proved 
to be an unfortunate step. In the autumn of the following 
year, his house was plundered by a party of British light 
horse. His extensive library and ,-aluablp Ilnpers of every 
description were wantonly destroyed. Nor were they con
tented with this ruin of his property. They thirsted for re~ 
venge upon a man, who had dared to affix his signature to a 
document, which proclaimed the independence of America. 
Unfortunately Mrs. Lewis fell into their power, and was re
tained a prisoner for selreral month'S. -During her captivity, 
she was close"!y confined, without even the comfort of a bed 
to lie upon, or a change of clothes. 

In November, 1776, the attention of congress was called to 
her distressed condition, and shortly after a resolutiori was 

• 

passed that a lady, who had been taken prisoner by the Amc~ I 

ricans, should be permitted to return to her husband, and 
that Mrs. Le\vis be required in exchange. But the ex
change could not at that time be effected. Through the in
fluence of 'Vashington, however, Mrs. Lewis was at length 
released; but her sufferings during her cQnfinement had so 
much impaired her const.itution, that in the course of a year 
or two, she sunk into the grave. 

Of the subsequent life of 1\'11'. Lewis, we have little to 
record. His latter days were spent in comparatilre poverty, 
his independent fortune having in a great measure been sac· 
rIficerl on the altar of patriotism, eluring his country's strug-
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g]c for independence. The life of this excellent man, and 
distinguished patriot, was extended to his ninetieth year. Hi~ 

death occurred on the 30th daV'of December, 1803 . 
• 

, 

LE'VIS :M:ORRIS. 

LEWIS MORRIS was born at the manor of Morrisania, in 
the state of New Y orl{, in the year 1726. His family was of 
ancient date; the pedigree of it has been preserved; but it is 
too extended to admit of a particular notice in these pages. 
Richard Morris, an ancestor of the family, beyond whom it is 
unnecessary to trace its genealogy, was an officer of some dis
tinction in the time Df Cromwell. At the restoration, how
ever, he left England, and came to New-York; soon after 
which he obtained a grant of several thousand acres of land, 
in the county of West-Chester, not faI from the city. This 
was erected into a manor, and invested with the privileges, 
which usually pertain to manorial estates. 

Richard Morris died in the year 1673, leaving an infant 
child by the name of Lewis, who afterwards held the office of 
chief justice of the province of New-York, and became go
vernor of New-Jersey. In both these offices he was much 
respected, and exercised an enviable influence in both these 
colonies. The sons of Lewis were not less eminent; one 
being appointed a judge of the court of vice admiralty; ano
ther chief justice of New-Jersey; and a third lieutenant go
verno,r of the state of Pennsylvania. 

From one of these sons, Lewis Morris, the subject of the 
present memoir, was descended. He was the eldest of four 
brothers. Staats became an officer in the British service, and 
for some time' a member of parliament. Richard and Gover .. 
neur both settled in the state of New-York, aBd both became 
men of considerable distinction; the former as judge of the 
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of the vice admiralty court, and chief justice of the state, and 
the latter as a representative in congress. 

The early education of Lewis was respectable. At the 
age of sixteen he was fitted for college, and was entered 
at Yale collrgc., the honours of which he received in due 
course, having aC(luil'cd the reputation of good scholarship, 
amI a strict morality. - Immediately on leaving college, he 
returned to his father's residence, where he devoted himself 
to the pursuits of agriculture. As he entered upon manhood, 
he seems to have possessed every thing which natura]]y com
mands the respect, alld attracts the admiration of men. His 
person was of lofty stature, and of line proportions, imparting 
to l·ds presence an uncommon dignity, softened, however, by 
a disposition unusually generous and benevolent, and hy a 
demeanor so graceful, that few could fail to do him homage. 

Although thus apparently fitted for the enjoyment of so 
ciety, l\Ir. ~Iorris foulld his greatest pleasure in the endear
ments of domestic life, and in attention to his agricultural ope
ration~. He was early married t.o a ~Iiss \Valton, a lady of 
fortune and accomplishments, by whom he had a large family 
of six sons and four daughters. 

The condition of l\Ir. Morris, at the time the troubles of 
the colonies began, was singularly felicitous. His fortune 
was ample; his pursuits in life consonant. to his taste; his 
family and connexions eminently respectaLle, and eminently 
prosperous. No change was, therefore, likely to occur which 
would impruve his condition, or add to the happiness which I 
he enjoyed. On the contrary, every collision between thr 
royal government and the colonies, was likely to abridge 
some of his privileges, and might even strip his family of all 
their domestic comforts, should he participate in the struggle 
which was likely to ensue. 

These considerations, no doubt, had their influence at 
times upon the mind of Mr. Morris. He possessed, however, 
too great a share of patriotism, to suffer private fortune. or 
individual happiness, to come in competition with the interests 
of his country ... He could neither feel indifferent on a subject 
of so much magnitude. nor could he pursue a course of neu-

..J 
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trality. He entered. therefore, with zeal into the growing con-
I troversy; he hesitated not to pronounce the measures of the 

British ministry unconstitutional and tyrannical, and beyond 
peaceful endurance. As the political condition of the COUIl

try became more gloomy, and the prospect of a resort to arms 
increascd, his patriotic feeling appeared to gather strength; 
and although he was de~irous that the cont.roversy should be 
settled without bloodf:ihed, yet he preferred the latter alterna 
ti,"c, to the surrcnder of those rights which the God of nature 
had given to the American people. 

About this time, the celebrated congress of 1774 assembled 
at N ew-York. Of this congress 1\11'. Morris was not a memo 
bel'. He possessed a spirit too bold and independent, to acl 
with the prudence which the situation of the country seemed 
to require. The object of this congress was not war, bul 
peace. That object, however, it is well known, failcu, not 

I withstanding that an universal desire pervaded the country, 
that a compromise might be effected between the colonies 

I and the British government, and was maue known to the lat
ter, by a dignific(l address, both to the kin/;{ and to the people 
of Grea t Bri tain. 

In the spring of 1775, it was no longer uoubtful that a re
sort must be had to arms. Indeed, the battle of Lexington 

II had opened the wnr; shortly after which the New-York con .. 
vcntion of deputies were assembled to appoint delegates to 
the general congress. Men of a zealous, bold, and indepen
dent stamp, appeared now to be required. It was not singu
lar, therefore, that Mr. Morris should have been elected. 

On the 15th of May, he took his seat in that body, and 
eminently contributed, by his indefatigable zeal, to promote 
the interests of the country. He was placed on a committee 
of which 'Vashington was the chairman, to devise ways and 
means to supply the colonies with ammunition and military 
.3tores, of which they were nearly destitute. The labours of 
this committee were exceeuingly arduous. 

DUl"ing this session of congress, Mr. Morris was appointed 
to the delicate and difficult task of detaching the western 
indians from a coalition with the British government, and 

-" 



- , --- - , -

NEW-YORK DELEGATION. 

securing their co-operation with the American colonies. 
Soon after his appointment to this duty, he repaired to Pitts 
burg, in which place, and the vicinity, he continued for some 
time zealously engaged in accomplishing the object of his 
mission. In the beginning of the year 1116, he r"''3umed his 
"eat in congress, and was a member of several committees, 
which were appointed to purchase muskets and bayonets, 
and to encourage the manufacture of salt-petre and gun
powder. 

During the winter of 1775 and 1776, the subject of a De
claration of Indrpen(lence began to occupy the thoughts of 
many in all parts of the country. Such a declaration seemed 
manifestly desirable to the leading patriots of the day, but 
an unwillingness prevailed extensively in the country, to 
destroy all connexion with Great Britain. In none of the 
colonies was this unwillingness more apparent than in New
York. 

The reason which has been assigned for this strong fe·luc
tance in that colony, was the peculiar intimacy which existed 
between the people of the city and the officers of the rOYs:l1 
government. The military officers, in particular, had ren 

, 

dcred themselves very acceptable to the citizens, by their 
urbanity; and had even formed connexions with some of the 
most respectable families. 

This intercourse continued even after the commencement 
of hostilities, and occasioned the reluctance which existed in 
that colony to se'parate from the mother country. Even as 
late as the middle of March, 1716, Governor Tryon, although 

, he had been forced to retreat on board a British armed vessel 
in the harbour for safety, had great influence over the citi
zens, by means of artful and insinuating addresses, which he 
caused to be published and spread through ,the city. The fol
lowing extract from one of these addresses, will convey to 
the reader some idea of the art employed by this minister of 
the crown, to prevent the people of that colony from mingIlng 
in the struggle. 

" It is in ,the, clemency and authority of Great Britain only 
that we ean look for happiness, peace, and protection; and 1 

-

I 

I 
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I 

I ! 
11 have it in command from the ldng, to cneoumgc, by every 

, I 

I ~ 
I 
I 

means in my power, the expectatiun:) in hi::; ll1ajesty'~ well 
dispose(l suhjects ill this governJlleIlt, of every a::;sistance and 
prot!'ctioll the state of Great Britaill will enable his majesty 
to afJi.Il'(l them, ano to crush every appearance of a disposi-
tion, on their part, to \\'ithstanll the tyranny and mi::;rule, 

, 'rhich accompany the [lets of those who have but too well, 
hitherto, succeeded in the total subrcrsion of legal govern

I ment. Under such assurances, therefore, I exhort all the 
\! friends to good order, and our justly admired constitution, still 
i to preserve that constancy of mind which is inherent in the 
I ' !: breasts of virtuous and loyal citizens, anel, I trust, a very few 
, ' 
, months will relieye them from their present oppressed, in-
, 
I , 
I ' 
': "I have the satisfaction io inform you, that a door is still , 
i open to such honest, but deludeu people, as will avail them-
i selves of the justice and benevolence, which tlte supreme le
I 

gislature has held out to them, of being restoreu to the king's 
i 

! grace and peace; and that proper steps have been taken for 
passing a commission for that purpose, under the great seal 

I of Great Britain, in conformity to a provision in a late act of , 
• 

; parliament, the commissioners thereby to be appointed having, 
I also, power to inquire into the state and condition of the colo
I nics for effecting a restoration of the public tranquillity." 
I 
, To prevent an intercourse between the citizens and the 

fleet, so injurious to the patriotic cause, timely measures 
! were adopted by the committee of safety; but for a long 
I time no efforts were a\'ailing, and even after General'Vash

ington had estal)lished his head-quarters at N ew-York, he 
was obliged to issue his proclamation, interdicting all inter~ 

I course and correspondence with the ships of war and other 
i vessels belonging to the king of Great Britain. 

Dut, notwithstanding this prevalent aversion to a separation 
from Great Britain, there were many in the colony who 
believed that a declaration of imlepcndence was not only a 
point of political expedif;ncy, but a matter of paramount 
duty. Of this latter class, Mr. Morris was one; and, in 
giving his vote for that declaration, he exhibited a patriotism 
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and disinterestedness which few had it in their power to rlh~ 

p1ay. He was at this time in possession of an extensive domain, 
within a few mi1es of the city of New-York. A British 
army had already landed from their ships, which lay within 
cannon shot of the dwelling of his family. A signature to 

the Declaration of Independence would insure the devasta
tion of the former, and the destruc.tion of the latter. Bllt, 
upon the ruin of his individual property, he cou1d look with 
comparative indifference, while he knew that his honour was 
untarnished, and the interests of his country were safe. He 
voted, therefore, for a separation from the mother country, in 
the spiri t of a man of honour, and of enlarged benevolence. 

It happened as was anticipated. The hostile army soon 
spread deso1ation over the beautiful and feriile manor of Mor
risania. His tract of woodland of more than a thousand 
acres in extent, and, from its proximity to the city, of incal
culable value, was destroyed; his house was greatly injured; 
his fences ruined; his stock driven away; and his family obliged 
to live in a state of exile. Few men during the revoiution 
were called io make greater sacrifiees than Mr. :Morris; none 
made them more cheerfully. It made some amends for his 
losses and sacrifices, that the c010ny of New-York, which 
had been backward in agreeing to a Declaration of Indepen- I 

dence, unanimously concurred in that measure by her con
vention, when it was learned that congress had taken that 
step. 

I 

I 
I 

, 

It imparts plrasure to record, that the three eldest SODS 

of Mr. Morris followed the noble example of their father, 
and gave their personal services to their country, during the 
revolutionary struggle. One served for a time a~ aid-de-camp 
to General Sullivan, but afterwards entered the family of 
General Greene, and was with that officer during his briI1iant 
campaign in the Carolinas; the second son was appointrd 
aid-deftcamp to General Charles Lee, and was present at the 
gallant defence of Fort Moultrie, where he greatly distin
guished himself. The youngest of these sons, though but a 
youth, entered the army as a lieutenant of artillery, and 
honourably served during the war. 

! 
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Mr. Morris left congress in l'n7, nt which time, he re
ceived, together with his colleagues, the thanks of the pro
vincial convention, "for their long and faithful services ren
dered to the colony of New-York, and the said state." 

" In subsequent ycars, Mr. 'Morris served his state. b various 
I~ wavs. He was often a member of the state lcoO"islature, and 
, ; J 

:; rose to the rank of major general of the militia. 
: I 
:1 The latl~r years of Mr. Morris were passed at his favourite 
: I 

:, residence at Morrisania, where he devoted himself to the , ' 

,: noiseless, but happy pursuit of agriculture; a kind of life to 
! which he was much attached, and which was an appropriate 

mode of closing a long life, devoted to the cause of his coun
try. He died on his paternal estate at Morrisania, in the 
bosom of his family, January, 1798, at the good old age of 

, seventy-one years. 
, 
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RICHARD STOCKTON, 

JOHN ,\VITIIERSPOON, 

FRANCIS HOPKINSON, 

JOHN HART, 

ABRAn Al'rl CLARK • 

• • 

RICHARD STOCJ(TON. 

THE first of the New-Jersey delegation, who signed the 
Declaration of Independence, ,vas Richard Stockton. He 
was born near Princeton, on the 1 st· day of October, 1730. 
His family was ancient and respectable. His great grand. 
father, who bore the same name, came from England, about 
the year 1670, and after residing a few years on Long Island, 
removed with a number of associates to an extensive tract 
of land, of which the present village of Princeton is nearly 
the centre. This tract oonsisted of six thousand and four 
hundred acres. This gentleman died in the year 1705, leav
ing handsome legacies to his several children; but the chief 
portion of his landed estate to his son, Richard. The death 
of Richard followed in 1720. He was succeeded in the 
family seat by his youngest son, John; a man distinguished 

• 

for his moral and religious character, for his liberality to the 
college of New-Jersey, and for great fidelity in the discharge 
of the duties of public and private life. 

RIchard Stockton, the subject of the present memoir, was 
the eldest son of the last mentioned gentleman. His early 
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education was highly respectable, heing superintended by 
that accomplished scholar, Rev. Dr. Samuel Finley, in a ce
lebrated academy at 'Vest-Nottingham. His preliminary 
studies being finished, he entered the college of New-JerseY7 ' 
whose honours he received in 1748. He was even at this 
time greatly distinguished for intellectual superiority; giving 
promise of future eminence in any profession he might 
choose. 

I On leaving college, he commenced the study of law with 
the honourable David Ogden, of Newark, at that time ht the 

I head of tke legal profession in the province. At length, Mr. 
Stockton was admitted to the bar, and soon rose, as had heen 
anticipated, to great distinction, both as a counsellor and an 

I 

I adrocate. He was an able reasoner, and equally distinguish-
ed for an easy, and, at the same time, impressive eloquence. 

i In 1766 and 1767, he -relinquished his professional busi-
I ness, for the purpose of visiting Englund, Scotland, and Ire- . 

• 

land. During his tour through those countries, he was re-
I ceired with that attention to which he was eminently entitled, 

by the estimable character which he had sustained at home, 
and his high professional reputation. He was presented at 
court, by a minister of the king, and had the honour of being 
consulted on American affairs, by the Marquis of Rocking
ham, by the Earl of Chatham, and many other distinguished 

, 
personages. 

On visiting Edinburgh, he was received with stilI greater 
. attention. He was complimented with a public dinner, by 

the authorities of that city, the freedom of which was unani
mously conferred upon him, as a testimony of respect for his 
distinguished character. 

A short time previous, the presidency of New-Jersey col . 
. lege had been conferred upon the Relrerend Dr. "Tither

spoon. a distinguished divine, of the town of Paisley, in the 
vicinity of Glasgow. This appointment Dr. Witherspoon 
had been induced to decline, by reason of the reluctance of 
the female members of his family to emigrate to America. 
At the request of the trustees of the college, Mr. Stockton 
visited Dr. 'Yitherspoon, and was so fortunate in removing 

18 ' 
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objections, that not long after the latter gentleman accepted 
the appointment, and removed to America, where he became 
a distinguished supporter of the college over which he pre
sickd, a friend to religion and science in the country, and one 
of the strong piI1ars in the temple of American freedom. 

The fullowing instances in which :Mr. Stockton narrowly 
escaped death, during his absence, deserve notice. 'VhiJe 
he was in the city of Edinburgh, he was waylaid one night by 
a furious robber. He defended himself, however, by means 
of a small sword, and even succeeded in wounding the des pee 
racIo. He was not material1y injured himself, but W4}S not so 
(ort11"1ate as to prevent the escape of his assailant. In the 
other case, he was designing to cross the Iri"h channel, and 
harl actually engaged a passage in a packet for that purpose. 
The unseasonable arrival of his baggage, however, detained 
him, and fortunate it was that he was thus detained, for the 
packet, on her voyage, was shipwrecked during a storm, and 
both passengers and crew found a watery grave. 

The following year he was appointed one of the royal 
Ip judges of t.he province, and a member of the executive coun

cil. At that time he was high in the royal favour, and hid 
domestIc felicity seemed without alloy. He possessed an 
ample fortune, was surrounded by a family whom he greatly 
loved, and held a high and honourable station under the king 
of Great Brit.ain. 

But the time at length arrived, when the question arose, 
whether he ohould renounce his allegiance to his sovereign, -
and encounter the sacrifices which such a step must bring 
upon him, or continue that allegiance, and forfeit his charac
ter as a friend to his country. 

Sit.uated as was Mr. Stockton, the above question could 
not long remain unsettled; nor was it for any length of time 
doubtful into which scale he would throw the weight of his 
influence and character. The sacrifices which he was called 
upon to make, were cheerfully endured. He separated him
self from the royal council, of which he was a member in 
New-Jersey, and joyfully c~mcurred in all those measures 
of the day, which had for their object the establishment of 

, -- -
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American rights, in opposition to the arbitrary and oppressive 
acts of the British minist.ry. 

On the twenty-first of June, U76, he was elected by the 
provincial congress of N ew-J ersey a delegate to the general 
congress, then sitting in the city of Philadelphia. On the 
occurrence of the question rela ting to a declaration of inde
pendence, it is understood that he had some doubts as to the 
expediency of the measure. These doubts, however, were 

I i 

soon dissipated by the powerful and impressive eloquence of 
John Adams, the great Colossus on this subject on the floor 
of congress. Mr. Stockton was not only convinced of the 

, 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

importance of the measure, but even addressed the house in 
its behalf, before the clo~e of the debate. It is needless to 
uctuin the reader by a particular mention of the many im 
portant services which Mr. Stockton rendered his country, 
'while a member of congress. In all the duties assigned to 
him, which were numerous amI often arduous, he acted with 
an energy and fidelity alike honourable to him as a man and 
a patriot. 

On the thirtieth of November he was unfortunately taken 
! prisoner by a party of refugee royalists. lIe was dragged , 
; from his bed by night, and carried to N ew-York. Duriilg 

, I 

his removal to the latter place he was treated with great in
dignity, and in N ew-York he was placed in the common 
prison, where he was in want of even the necessaries of life. 
The news of his capture and SUfferings being made known to 
congress, that body unanimously passed the following re
solution: 

, 

, 

• 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
• 

"'Vhereas congress hath received information that the 
honourable Richard Stod:ton, of New-Jersey, and a member 
of this congress, hath been made a prisoner by the enemy, 
and that he hath been ignominiously thrown into a common 
goal, and there detained Resolved, that General Washing
ton be directed to malie immediate inquiry into the truth of 
thi::; report, and if he finds reason to believe it well founded, 
that he send a flag to Gene!'al Howe, remonstrating against 
this departure from that humane procedure whir.h has mark
ed the conduct of these states to prisoners who have fallen 
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into their ]lan(l~; and to know of General Howe whether hE: 
chooses this shall be the future rule for treating all such, on 
both sides, as the fortune of war may place in the hands of 
either party." I 

I Mr. ~Hock ton was at length released; but his confinement 
had be~n so strict, and his sufferings so severe, that his COll

Rtitution could never after recover the shock. Besides this, 
his fortune, which had been ample, was now greatly reduced. 
His lands were devastated; his papers and library were burnt; 
his implementR of husbandry destroyed; and his stock seized 
and driven away. lIe was now obliged to depend, for a 
srason, upon the assistance of friends, for even the necessa
ries of life. From the time of his imprisonment his health 
began to fail l,im; nor was it particularly benefitted by his I 
release, and a restoration to the society of his friends. He 
continued to languish for several years, and at length died at 
his residence, at Princeton, on the 28th of February, 1181, 
in the fifty-third year of his age. 

His death made a wide chasm among the circle of his 
friends and acquaintance. He was, in every respect, a dis
tiuguished man; an honour to his country, ancl a friend to the 
cause of science, freedom, and religion, throughout the world. 
The fullowing extract from the discourse delivered 011 the 
occasion of his interment, by the Rev. Dr. Samuel S. Smith, 
will conrey to the reader a just account uf this distinguished I 
man: 

• 

" Behold, my brethren, before your eyes, a most sensible 
amI afie-ding picture of the transitory nature of mortal things, 
in the remains of a man who hath been long among the fore
most of his country for power, -for wisdom, and for fortune; 
whose eloquence only wanted a theatre like Athens, to have 
rivalled the Greek and the Roman fame; and who, if what 
honours this young country can bestow, if many and great 
personal talents, could save man from the grave, would not 
thus have been lamented here by you. Behold there • the 
end of all perfection.' 

"Young gentlemen, (the students of the college,) another 
of the fathers of learning and eloquence is gone. He went 

1 
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before in the same path in which you are now treading, and 
- -_._- .--

hath since long presided over, and helped to confirm the 
footsteps of those who were here labouring up the hill of 

I science and virtue. While YOll fecI and deplore his loss as 
a guardian of your studies, and as a model upon which you 

. might form yourselves for public life, let the memory of what 
. i he was excite you to emulate his fame j let the sight of what 

he is, teach you that ev-ery thing human is marked with im
perfection. 

"At the bar he practised for many years ...... ith unrivalled 
reputation and success. Strictly upright in his profession, 

i he scorned to defend a cause that he knew to be unjust. A 
I friend to peace and to the happiness of mankind, he has often 
I with great pains and attention reconciled contending parties, 

while he wight fairly, by the rules of his profession, have 
I
I } 
I ura",vll from t leir litigation no inconsiderable profit to him-
I 

self. Compassionate to the injured and distressed, he hath 
often protected the poor and helpless widow unrighteously 
robbed of her dower, hath heard her with patience, when 

i many wealthier clients were waiting, and hath zealou:5ly pro-
, 

moted her interest, without the prospect of reward, unless he 
could prevail to have right done to her, and to provide her 
an easy competence for the rest of her days. 

" Early in his life, his merits recommended him to his 
prince and to his country, under the late constitution, who 
called him to the first honours and trusts of the government. 
In council he was wise and firm, but always prudent and mo
derate.. Of this he gave a public and conspicuous instance, 
almost under your own observation, when a dangerous insur
rection in a neighbouring county had driven the attorneys 

I from the bar, and seemed to set the laws at defiance. '''hilst 
all men were divided betwixt rash ancI timi.d counsels, he 
only, with wisdom and firmness, seized the prudent mean, 
appeased the rioters, pUllished the ringleaders, and restored 
the laws to their regular course. 

" The office of a judge of the province, was never fined 
with more integrity and learning than it was by him, for 
several years before the revolution. Since that. period, he 

2 D JA· 
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• 

}mth represented New-Jersey in the congress of the United 
States. But a declining health, and a constitution worn ou1 
with application and with service, obliged him, shortly after, 
to retire from the line of public duty, and hath at length 
dismissed him from the world • 

• 

, " In his private life, he was easy and graceful in his man
ners; in his conversation, affable and entertaining, and mas-

• 

ter of a smooth and elegant style even in his ordinary dis-
course. As a man of letters, he posseb':'3d a superior genius. 
highly cultivated by long and assiduous application. His 
researches into the principles of murals and religion ,\vere 
deep and accurate, and his knowledge of the laws of his 
country extensive and profound. He was well acquainted 
with all the branches of polite learning; but he was particu
larly admired for a flowing and persuasi,re eloquence, by 
which he long governed in the courts of justice. 

" As a christian, you know that, many years a member of 
this church, he was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. 
Nor could the ridicule of licentious wits, nor the example of 
vice in power, tempt him to disguise the profession of it, or 
to decline from the practice of its virtues. He W?S, however, 
liberal ill his religious principles. Sensible, as became a 
philosopher, of the rights of private judgment, and. of the 
difference in opinion that must necessarily a~ise from the 
variety of huma~ intellects; he was candid, as became a 
christian, to those who differed from him, where he observed 
their practice marked witlyvirtue and piety. But if we follow 

, 

him to the,last scene of his.life, and consider him under that 
• 

severe and, tedious clisorder -which put a period to it, there 
• • 

the sincerity of his piety~ und·the force"·of religion to sup-
port the mind in the most terrible conflicts, was chiefly visi
ble. For nearly two years he bore with the utmost constancy 
and patience, a disorder that makes us tremble only to think , 
of it. With most exquisite pain it preyecl upon him, until it 
reached the passages by which life is sustained: yet, in the 
midst of 8S much as human nature could enclure, he always 
tlisco-vered a submission to the will of heaven, and a resigna-
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tion to his fate, that could only flow from the expectation of 
a better life. ' 

" Such waR the man, whose rcmains now lie before us, to 
t('a('h liS the most intercsting lessons that mortals have to 
II'arll, the vanit.y of human things; the importance of eter
\lily; the holiness of the divine law; the valllo of religion; 
and the certaiIlty :1I1(1 rapid approach of death " 

• , , 

JOHN 'YITIIERSPOON. 

JOlIN \YITIIERSPOON, a man alike di~tinguishecl as a mi
nister of the gospel, and a patriot of the revolution, was born 
in the parish of Yes tel', a few milrs from Edillburgh, on the 
Gllt of February, 1722. lIe was linealIy de~cen<led from 
John Knox, the Scottish reformer, of whom :Mary, queen of 
Scots, said, "she was more afraid of his prayers, than of an 
army of ten thousand men." , 

The father of Mr. 'Vitherspoon was the minister of the 
parish of Yester. He was a man, eminent for his piety and 
literature, and for a habit of great accuracy in his writings 
and discourses. -The example of the father contributed, ill no 
smtlU -degree, to form in his son that .love of taste and sil1l pli~ 

• 

city, for which he was deservedly distinguished. 
lIe was sent, ,at an early age, to the public school at lIad-

. . 

dington, where hesoon~cq~ireda~ligh reputation for thc nu-

th'c souiulness of his j~dgment~his close application to s~lIdr, 
i\nd the quick and clear conceptions of his rnind. ~1a:ny, who 
at that time were the companions of his literary toils, aftcr
wards filled some of the highest stations in the literary awl 

political world. 
At the age of fourteen, he was removed to the uniycrsity 

of Edinburgh. Here he was dist.inguished, as hc had been at. 
the school of Haddington, for his great diligence and rapid 
literary attainments. In the thcological hall, particularly, he 
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• 

exhibited an uncommon taste in sacred criticism, and an unu-
sual precision of thought, and perspicuity of expression. At 
the age of twenty-one, he finished his collcgiate studies, and 
commcnec(} pnaehing." 

Immediatcly on leaving the university, he was invitell to 
become the minister of Yester, as colleague with his father, 
with the right of succeeding to the charge. He chose, rather, 
however, to accept an invitation from the parish of Beith, in 
the west of Scotland, and here he was ordained and scttlctl, 
by the unanimous consent of his congregation. 

Soon after his scttiement at Beith, a circumstance occur
red of too interesting a nature to be omitted. .on t.he 17th of 
January, 17·~16, was fought the battle of Falk~rk. Of this bat 
tIe, Dr. ,,\Vitherspoon anll se\'cral others were spectators. Un 
fortunately, they were taken prisoners by the rcbels, and shut 
up in close cOllJinement. in the castle of DOllne. In the samt' 
room in which he was confined, were two cells, in one of 
which were five members of a military company from Edin
burgh, who had also been taken prisoners, and t\vo citizens 
of Aberdeen, who had been threatcned to be hanged as spies. 
In the other cell were several others who had been made pri
soners, under circumstances similar to those of Dr. 'Vithcr-

• 

spoon. 
During the night which followed their imprisonment, the 

thoughts of the prisoners, who were able to communicate 
with one another, were turned on the best means of mak· 
ing their rscape. The room where they were confined W:.l:5 

the highest part of the castle, not far from the battlements, 
which were seventy feet high. It was proposed to form n 
rope of some blan]{ets which they had purchased, and by 
means of this to descend from dlC battlements to the grolllld. 

A rope was accordingly made, in the best manner they 
were aole, and ahout one o'clock ill the moming they com
menced descending upon it. Four rcached the ground ill 
safcty. Just as the fifth touched thc ground the rope oroke, 
~bout t\\"enty feet above. This unfortunate occurrence wa~ 
communicatcd to those who remained on the battlements, and 
warning was gi"cn to them not to attempt the hazardous de-
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"(,{,lit In di~rrg;ard, hO'H"'Cl', of the all \ icr, thc HC'xt one 
\\'ho:3c turn it was to descend, immcdiately went duwn the 
t·ope. On reaching the end of' it, his compallions be!dw per
('eirill~ him determined to let go his hold, put thell1~cl\'l's in 
it posture to break his fall. They succeeded, howevcr, only 
in part The poor fellow was seriollsly injured, hn"ing one 
of his ancles dislocated, and several ribs bruken. His COUl

panions, howerer, succeeded in conveying him to a village on 
the borders of the sen, whence he was taken, by means of a 
boat, to a sloop of war lying in the lim-bour. 

The other \'olunteer, and Dr. 'Vitherspoon, were left be· 
hind. The volunteer now drew thc rope up, and to the l'nd 
of it attached -several blankets. I1u\'illg made it suOiciclltly 
long, he again let it down and began his deSCl'llt. lIe reached 
the place where the rope was origillally broken, in safety; 
but the blankets, which he had attached to it, being too large 
for him to span, like his prede~es50r, he fell, and was so much 
\voltnued, that he afterwards died. The fate of.thesc unhap
py men induced Dr. 'Vithcrspoon to rclincillish the hope of 
escape in this way, and to wait for n safer mode of liberation. 

:From Beith, Dr. 'Vitherspoon was translated, in the course 
of a few years, to the frourishing town of Paisley, where he 
was happy in the am~ctions of a large congregation, ulllOng
whom he was eminently useful, until the period of his emi
~rating to America, to take charge, as president, of the col
lege of New-Jersey. 

The election of Dr. 'Vitherspoon to the presidency of the 
above college, occurred in the yenr 17GG. This appointment, 
however, he was induceu to dedine, in the first instance, 1'1'0111 

the reluctance of the female members of his family, anu espe
cially of Mrs. 'Vitherspoon, to leave the scene of their happi
ness and honour, for a land of strangers, and th~t land so dis
tant from her father's sepulchres. 

-\.t a subsequent period, however, Dr. 'Vitherspoon again 
took the subject into consideration; and at length, through the 
influence and representations of Mr. Stockton, ()f whom we 
have spoken in the preceding memoir, acceded to the wishes 
of the trustees, in accepting the presidency of the college. 11 
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reflects no small honour upon Dr. Witherspoon, that he 
should consent to cross the ocean, and take charge of a col- I, 

, I 

lege in a new country, leaving behind him a sphere of great ' 
, 

respectability, comfort, amI usefulness. Having previously : 
, 

declined, it is understood, an urgent invitation to an honoura- ! 
, 

ble station in Dublin, in Rotterdam, and in the town of Dun- : , 
dec, in his own country. It deserves also to be mentioned, 
that a little previous to his embarIdng for America, and while I 

still in a state of suspense, respecting his duty, an lmmarried : 
ifentleman of considerable fortune, and a relation of the ! 
o 
family, oifere!l to make him his heir, provided he would remain 
in Scotland. 

Dr. 'Yitherspoon arrived in America in August, 1768, and 
in the salllc month was inaugurated president of the college. 
The fame of his literary character caused an immediate ac
cession to the number of students, and an increase of the 
funds of thc college. At that time it had not been patronized 
by the state. It had been founded and supported by pril'ate 
liberality. At the period of Dr. Witherspoon's arrival, the 
finances of the college were in a low and declining condition. 
His reputation, however, in connexion with his personal ex
ertions, excited the generosity of all parts of the country, 
from Massachusetts to Virginia; in consequence of which, 
the finances of the institution were soon raised to a flourishing 
state. During the war of the revolution, the college was 
broken up, and its resources nearly annihilated. Yet it can 
scarcely be estimated how much the institution owed, at that 
time, to the enterprise and talents of Dr. 'Vitherspoon. 

"But the principal advantages it derhrcd," says Dr. Rogers, 
in a discourse occasioned by his death, " were from his litera
ture, h!M 1perintendency, his example as a happy model 
of good writing, and from the tone and taste which he gave 
to the literary pursuits of the college." 

He made great alterations in every department of instruc
tion. "He endeavoured," says the same writer, "to establish 
the system of education in this institution, upon the most ex· 
tensive and respectable basis, that its situation and its finances 
would admit. Formerly, the course of instruction had been 
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too superficial: and its metaphysics and philosophy were too 
much tinctured with the drvand uninstructirc forms of the 

• 
schools. This, however, was by no means to be imputed as 

, ' 
~: a defect to those great amI excellent men who had presided 
, 

.: oyer the institution before him, but rather to the re'ccnt origin 
· I 
,! of the country, the imperfection of its state of society, and 

• 

:; to the state of literature in it. Since his presidency, ma-
.' thcrnatical science has received an extension that was not 
11 knuwn before in the American scminaril's. He introduced 

• 
• 

I into philosophy all the most liberal and moucrn improve-
• 

., mcnts C?f Europe. lIe cxtended the philosophical course to 
embrace the general principles of policy and public iaw; he 
incorporated with it sound and rational metaphysics, equally 

:i lcmotc from the doctrines of fatality and contingency, from 
, 

I, the barrenness and dogmatism of the schools, and from the 
• 

:1 excessive refinements of those contradictory, but equally im-
ii pions sects of scepticism, who who]]}' deny the existence of 
I ! 
;i matteI', or maintain that nothing but matter exists in the 
• , . 
!i nOl'·erse. 
" 'I " He laid the foundation of a course of history in the col-
i! lege, and the principles of taste, and the rules of good wri
I I 

ting, were both happily explained by him, and exemplified in 
I his manner." He possessed an admirabie faculty for go
i verning, and was very successful in exciting a good degree 
! of emulation among the pupils committed to his care. Un 
I Ii der his auspices, many were graduated, who became distin 
, 

i: guished for their learning, and for the eminent services which 
:! they rendered their countrymen as divines, as legislators, and 
I i 

, 
, I 
I I 
I 
• , 
I , 
• 

I 
I , 
I 

I 
i 
I 
• 

patriots. 
On the occurrence of the American war, the college was 

broken up, as has already been noticed, and the officers and 
students were dispersed. Dr. 'Vithcrspoon now appeared in 
a new attitude before the American public. Although a fo 
reigner, he had laid aside his prejudices on becoming a citi
zen of the country, and now warmly espoused the cause of 
the Americans against the English ministry. His distin-
guished abilities pointed him out to the citizens of New-Jer
sey, as one of the most proper delegates to that convention 
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which formed their republican constitution. In this respect 
al>lc asscmbly he appeareu, to the astonishment of all the 
professors of the law, as profounu a civilian as he had before ' 
bct'n known to be a philosopher and divine. 

E;iI'lr in the year 1776, he was elected a representati\'e to 
• 

the 1..!"C'llcml cOllgress, by the people of New-Jersey. lIe 
took his scat a few days previously to the fourth of July, and 
as;-;i:;;tcd in the deliberations on the momentous question of a 
declaration of independence. Of this measure he was an nd· 

. , 

vocatc. It was a happy reply which he maue to a gentleman 
"'ho, in opposing the measure, ueclareu that the coun~ry was ' • 

• 

not yet ripe for a declaration of indepenuence. "Sir," said ,I 

he, "in my judgment the country is not only ripe, but :, 
• 

Totting." , 
For the spare of seven years, Dr. \Vitherspoon continued i: 

to represent the people of New-Jersey in the general con-I 
: I gress. He was seluom absent from his scat, and never al- ;, 

lowed personal considerations to prevent his attention to of
ficial duties. Few men acted with more energy ancI promp 
titllde; fcw appeared to be enriched with greater polit.ical : 
wisdom; few enjoyed a greater share of public confidence; 
few accompiished more for the country, than he did, in the 
sphere in which he was called to act. In the most gloomy and :, 
formidable aspect of public affairs, he 'vas always firm, dis- ! 
covering the greatest reach and presence of mind, in the most 
embarrassing situat.ions. 

, . 
It is impossible here to particularise all, or even a small 

part of the important. services which he rendered his country, 
, 

during his continuance in the grand legislative council. He 
served on numerous committees, whe,re his judgment and ex
perience were of eminent importance. He seldom took part 
in the diseussions of public measures, until, by reason and ;, 
reflection, he had settled his ideas on the subject. He would 

: I 

then come forward with great clearness aBd power, and sel- ': 
, 

dam did he fail t.o impart light to a subject, and cause even '. 
his opponents to hesitate. His speeches were usually com- ; 

, 

posed in closet, and committed to memory. His memory was )1 
I. 
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unusually tenacious. He could repeat verbatim a sermon, 
or a speech, composed by himself, by reading it three times. 

I Dr. \Vitherspoon, it must be admit.ted, was a sagacious po
I litician. He indeed adopted views which, in some respects, 
!I differed from those of his brethren in congress; yet his prin-
1/ I ciplcs have been justified by the result. A few examples may 
;' be mentioned. He constantly opposed the expensive mode 
! of supplying the army by commission. For several years 

this was the mode adopted. A certain commission per cent. 
I on the money that the commissioners expended, was allowed 

;' th('m, as a compensation. A strong temptation was thus pre-
I 
I, !=cntcll to pnrchase at extravagant prices, since the commis-
! sioncl's corresponllingly increased their compensation. 
I I II In consequence of this mode of supplying the army, the 
! expenses of the country became alarmingly great. Much 
i' dissatisfaction, from tim\J to time, existed in reference to the' 
:1 management of the commissary general's department, and a 

!' country. Among those who loudly" complained on this sub-
I 

I 

jed, and who deemed a change essential to the salvation of 
the country, Dr. \Vitherspoon was one. This change, so 
useful and econom!cal, was at length agreed to, July 10tn, 
1781. The superintendent of finance was authorized to pro
cure all necessary supplies for the army and navy of the 
United States by contract, i. c. by allowing a certain sum to 
the purchaser for every ration furnished. 

Another point on which Dr. \Vitherspoon differed from 
many of his brethren in congress, was the emission of a pa
per currency. After the first or second emission, he strongly 
opposed the system, predicting the wound which would be 
ultimately given to puhlic credit, and the private distress 
which must necessarily follow. Instead of emissions of an 
unfunded paper beyond a certain quantum, Dr. Witherspoon 
urged the propriety of making loans and establishing funds 
for the payment of the interest. Happy had it been for the 
country, had this better policy been adopted. At a subse
quent date, at the instance of some 0.( the very gentlemen 
who opposed him in congress, he published his ideas on thE" 
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nature, value, and uses of mO'Ilcy, in one of the most clear 
and judicious essays that perhaps was ever written on the 

• 

• • , , , ' 
I 
! 
I 

subject. ! 
I' At the close of the year 1719, Dr. 'Vitherspoon voluntari- ,\ 

iI ly retired from congress, desirous of spending the remaindrr Ii 
, 

lv, he l'csio-ned his house in the 'vicinity of the college to- his ! . 
• t:) ~ t 

I ' son-in-law, the Rev. Dr. Samuel Smith, to whom was com- .~ 
I 

I 
mitted the care and instruction of the students, who now be
gan to return from their dhspersion. Dr. 'Vitherspoon retired 'I 

, 
, 

t.o a country scat, at the distance of about one mile from I 

Princeton. His name, however, continued to add celebrity 
to the institution, which not long after recovered its former 
reputation. 

! I desired. In 1781, he was again elected a representative to 
; i congress. But at the close of the following year, he retired 
· -
;:, from political lifo. In the year 1783, he'was induced, through 
, , 
: ( hi:; attachment to the institution over which he had so lung 
, , 

: i presided,. to cross the ocean to promotc its bClfefit. lIe was 
· , 
:.: now in his sixtieth year, and strong must have been his ro- I 
, ' 

i; gurd for the interests' of learning, to induce him, at this ad
I ~ 

! i cess could scarcely.be expected in an undertaking of this 
!! kind, considering the hostility which still subsisted between 
" .-
i I . England and America.' ·The pecuniary assistance which he . 
, I 

_:! obtained exceeded only, by a little, his necessary expenses, 

• • · , : , 
I i , , 
: I 

to the object of llis voyage. -
After his return to this country, in 1784, finding nothing 

I 

I 
• 

I 

· I I , · , , , . , ' 
II 
! I 

to obstruct his entering on that retirement which was now. ' 
becoming dear to him, he withdrew, in a great measure, ex-

, , 
" , . , . 
d , , 
I , 

I I , ' 
I I 
, I 

cept on some important occasions, from the exercise of those 
public functions that were not immediately connected with 
the duties of his office,· as president of the college, or his . 
character as a minister of the gospel. 

Although Dr. 'Witherspoon was peculiarly fitted for politi
cal1ife, he appeared with 8tm more advantage as a minis tel 
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oi the gospel, and p:11'ticularly as a minister in the pulpit . 
• , lIe was, ill many rcsl)cets," ::;:1\-5 Dr. RU1reI's, H one of the • ., 0 

best mu:lel:; Oil wliieh a young-preacher could form hilll:;df. 
It \ras a singular felicity tu the whole college, but e::ipceinlly 
to those who hatl the profession of the ministry in contl'mpla-

, liun, to have such an example constantl)" in view. Relio"ion by 
~ 'OIl 

the manner ill whidl it was treateu by him, always COllHlHlllll-

ell the respect of those whu heal'll him, e"C11 when it was not 
able to engage their hcarts. Ail ,Hlmirable textuary; a pro
found theologian, perspicuous and simpI<! in his manner j an 
universal scholar, acquaintcu with human nature; a grave, 
dignified, solemn speaker; he brought all the ad \'tlIltngeE; 
derived from these sources, to the illustration amI enforce
ment of divine truth." 

The social qualities of Dr. Witherspoon rendered him one 
of the most companionable of men. lIe possessed a riel! 
fund (If anecdote, both amusing- ancI instructive. His mo~ 

. . - . 

ments of relaxation were as entertaining as his serious ones 
were flJaught with imp'roH:ment. The following anecdote 
presents a"specimen of his pleasantry. On the surrender of 
the British army tu General Gatcs, at Saratoga, that oHicer 
llispatched one of his aitls to convey the news to congress. 
The interesting character of the intelligence would have 
prompted most men to have made as expeditious a journey as 
possible j but the aid proceeded so leisurel}·, that the intelli
gence reached Philadelphia three days before his arrival. It 
was ll,sual for congress, 011 such occasions, to bestow some 
mark of their esteem upon the person who was the bearer of 
intelligence so grateful; and it was proposed, in this case, to 
best w upon 'the messenger an elegant sword. During the 
conversation on this subject in the hall, Dr. 'Vithcl'spoon 
rose, and begged leave to amend the motion, by substituting· 

, 
for an elegant sword, a pair of golden spurs. 

Another interesting trait in his character, was his attention, 
to young persons. " lIe never suffered an opportunity to es
cape him of imparting the most useful advice to them, ac
cording to their circumstances, when they happened to be in 
his company. And this was always done with so much kind-
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11e.3S and suavity, that they couhl neither be inattentive to it 
or easily forget it. 

In domestic life, he was an affectionate husband, a tender 
• 

parent, a kind master, antI a sincere friend. He was twice 
married. The first time in Scotland, at an early age, to a 
lady by the name of :Montgomery. She was a woman uis
t.inguished for her piety and benevolence. At the time of his 
emigration to America, he had three sons amI two daughters. 
James, his eldest son, was killed in the battle of Germantown. 
John was bred a physician, and David applied himself to the 
study of the law. Both were respectable men. Of the 
d ughters, one was married to the Rev. Samuel S. Smith, 

• 

the successor of Dr. 'Vitherspoo11 in the presidency of 
the college. The other became connected with Dr. Ramsay, 
the celebrated historian. The second marriage of Dr. 'Vith
erspoon occurred when he was seventy years old; the lady 
whom h.e married was only twenty-three. 

In his person, Dr. 'Vitherspoon was remarkably dignified. 
He was six feet in height, and of fine proportion. He was 
ui:5linguished for a fervent piety, and for great punctuality 
ancl exactness in his devotional exercises. "Besides his 
daily devotions of the doset, and the family, it was his stateu 
practice to observe the last day of every year, with his family, 
as a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer: and it was also 
his practice to set apart days for secret fasting and prayer, as 
occasion suggested." 

" Bodily infirmities began at length to come upon him. For 
, 

more than two years before his death, he was ailiicted with 
tllC loss of sight, which contributed to hasten the progress 
of his other disorders. These he bore with a patience, and 
c,"en with a cheerfulness, rarely to be met with in the most 
eminent for wisdom and piety. Nor would his active mind, 
and his desire of usefulness to the end, permit him, even in 
this situation, to desist from the exercise of his ministry, and 
:lis duties in the college, as far as his strength and health 
would admit. He was frequently led into the pulpit, both at 
home and abroad, during his blindness; and always acquitted 

• 
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himself with his usual accuracy, and frequently will) more 
than his usual solemnity and animation." 

At length, however, he sank under the accumulated pres
sure of his infirmities; and on the 15th day of November, 1794, 
in the seventy-third yea.r of his age he retired to his final rest. 
The following epitaph is inscribed on the marble which covers 

his remains: 

Beneath this marble lie interred 
the mortal remains of 

J0HN 'VITHERSPOON, D. n. LL. D. 
a venerable and beloved President of the College of 

Nc.w-Jersey. 
He was born in the parish of Y ('ster, in Scotlano, 

on the 5th ~f February, 1722, O. S. 
And was liberally educated in the University of Edinburgh, 

iuvested with holy orders in the year 1743, 
he faithfully performed the dt,tics of 

his pastoral charge, 
during fh'e and twenty years, 

first at 13cith, and then at Puisl('y. 
Elected president of Nassau Hall, 

'I he assumed the duties of that office on the 13th of August, 1768, 
with the elevated expecta.tions of the public. 

Excelling in every mental gift, 
he was a m~n of pre eminent piety and virtue 

and deeply versed in the various branches 
of literature and the liberal arts. 
A grave and solemn preacher, 

hie sermons abounded in the most excellent doctrines and precepts, 
and in lucid expositions of the Holy Scriptures. 

Affable, pleasant, and courteous in familiar conversation, 
he was eminently distinguished 

in concerns and deliberations of the church, 
and endowed with the greatest prudenc.e 

in the management and instruction of youih. 
He exalted 

the reputation of the college amongst foreigners, 
and greatly promoted the advancement 

of its literary character and taste. 
He was, for a long time, conspicuous 

Among the most brilliant luminaries of learning and ortOO Churr.h. 
At length, 

universally venerated, beloved, and lamented, 
he departed this life on the fifteenth of November, MDCCXCIV. 

aged LXXIII veal's. 

• 
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FRANCIS HOPKINSON 

FRANCIS HOPKINSON was a native of Pennsyl'rania, and 
W:lS born in the city of Philadel phia, in the year 1737. His 
fa ther, Thomas Hopkinson, was an Englishman, who emigra
ted to America, but in what year is unknown to the writer. 
A short time previous to his emigration, he became respecta~ 
oly connected by marriage, with a niece of the bishop of 'V or
cester. 

On his arrival in America, he took up his residence in the 
city of Philadelphia, where he honourably filled several offices 
of distinct.ion, under the government of his native country. 
1\11'. Hopkinson was distinguished for his scientific attainments. 
lIe was intimate with that distinguislwd philosopher, Benja q 

min Franklin, by whom he was held in high estimation. The 
intimacy which subsisted between these gentlemen, seems to 
have arisen from a similarity of taste, particulady on philoSQ--
phical subjects. To Mr. Hopkinson is attributed the first ex-
periment of attracting the electric fluid, by means of a 
pointed instrument, instead of a blunt one. This experiment 
he had the pleasure of first exhibiting to Dr. Franklin. Its 
practical importance consisted in preventing the severe explo
sion, which always takes place in the passage of the electric 

• 

fluid, upon .a blunted instrument. 
Upon the death of Mr. Hopkinson, which occurred while 

he was in the prime of life, the care of his interesting and I 
numerous family dmrohred upon his widow. Fortunately, 
Mrs. Hopkinson was a lady of superior mental endowments, 
and well qualified to superintend the education of her child
ren. At an early period, discovering indieations of genius in 
her son, the subject of the present memoir, she resolved to 
make every sacrifice, and every effort in her power, to givo 
him the advantages of a superior education. Her income 
was comparatively limited, but a mother can relinquish every 
enjoyment for her children. This Mrs. Hopkinson did with 
the greatest pleasure; and to the practice of self-denial for her 
SOIl, she added, for his benefit, the most admirable precepts • 

• 
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and the most excellent example. Her efforts were crowneu 
with singular success. She lived to see him graduate with repu· 
tation, from the college of Philadelphia, and become emincllt. 

• 

in the profession of law. He possessed talents of a high 01'-

I del'. His genius was quick and versatile. He penetrated the 
I depths of science with ease, amI with grave and importallt 

truths stored his capacious mind. But he by no means nc
glected the lighter accomplishments. In music and poetry he 
excelled, and had some knuwledge of painting. Ii'ew men 
were more distinguished for their humour and satire. 

In the year 1766, Mr. Hopkinson embarkecl for England, 
for the purpose of visiting the land of hi'i fathers. Such was 
the estimation in which he was held in his native city, that he 

! received a public expression of respect and affection, from 
the board of trustees of the college of Philadelphia, which the 
provost of that institution was desired to communicate to . 
him, and wish him, in the behalf of his Alma Mater, a safe 

• 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I and prosperous voyage. 

After a residence of more than two years in England, he re
I turned to America, soon after which he bccame settled in life, 
I I having married a Miss Borden, of Bordentown, in the state 

of New-Jersey. His acknowledged talents soon drew the at
tention of the royal government, under which he received the 

I appointment of collector of the customs, and executive coun-
sellor. 

I These offices, however, he did not long enjoy, being obli-
I gcd to sacrifice them in the cause of his country. He entered 
i with strong feelings into the public measures which preceded 

I 

I in New-Jersey, his abilities and patriotism pointed him out 
as a proper person to represent her in congress. According
ly, in the year 1776 he received this appointment, and in this 
capacity he voted for the declaration of independence, and 
subsequently affixed his signature to the engrossed copy ot 
that memorable instrument. 

On the retirement of Mr. Ross, in 1779, the judge of the 
admiralty court of Pennsylvania, the president of that state 
nominated Mr. Hopkinson as his successor; an office to 

• 
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which he was unanimously appointed, and the duties of 
which, for ten years, until the organization of the federal 
government, he continueu to discharge with honour to him
self, and benefit to his c;ountry. 

Soon after the adoption of the feuenl .1 constitution, General 
'Vashington, with the advice anu consent of the senate, ap
poillteu Mr. Hopkinson to the office of Jullge of the United 
States, for the district of Pennsylvania. This was an impor
tant and dignified station, for which he was aumirably fitteu, 
and in which capacity he assisted in giving stability and uig
nity to the national government. 

During the period of his judicial career, he conscientiously 
avoided mingling in party, or occasional politics. He em
ployed his powers, however, when occasion required, in pro
moting the public goou. He contributeu in no small degree 
in rousing the feelings of the people, during the war of ihe 
revolution. The chief m('.a.:r.~; by which he accomplisheu this, 
was the employment of his powe~'b of satire, which he pos
sessed in an uncommon degree. His occasional productions 
were quite numerous, and were well adapted to the state of 
the country at that time. They rendered the author justly 
popular at that day, and will continue to interest and amuse, 
while the memory of these times shall remain. 

MI'. Hopkinson published several poetical pieces. His chief 
merit as a poet consisted in an easy versification. His poeti
cal productions were chiefly designed to amuse. This object 
they effected. They attracted no small attention, through
out the country; but none was more popular than the humo
rous and well known ballad, raBed " The Battle of the Kegs." 

The life of Mr. Hopkinson was suddenly terminated, 
while in the midst of his usefulness, on the I'!ighth of May, 1791, 
in the fifty-third year of his age. He died of an apoplectic 
fit, which, in two hours after the attack, put a period to his 
mortal existence. In stature, Mr. Hopkinson was below the 
common size. His countenance was extremely animated, 
though his features were small. In speech he was fluent, 
and in his motions he was unusually quick. Few men were 
ldnder in their dispositions, or more benevolent in their lives 
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lie was distinguished for his powers of taste, ant! for his love 
and devotion to science. lIe possesseu a library, which con

, taincd the most distinguished literary l)l"oductions of the 
i • times; and in his library room was to be found a collection 
I 

of scientific apparatus, with which he amused himself in his 
! leisure hours, and added greatly to his stock of knowledge. 
i 

i The followillg anecdote furnishes evidence of the estimation 
~ in which he wao held, as a philosopher, and a man of letters. 

Sometime during the revolutionary war, Bordentown, the 
place \rhere Mr. Hopkinson and family resided, was suudenly 

I in\'aded by a party of Hessians. TI~e family had hardly time 
! 
, to escnpe before the in\'uders began the pluntler of the house 
! After the evacuation of Philadelphia, by the British, a vo
l JUlllC, which had been taken from t.he library of Mr. I-Iopkin-
, 

i son, at the above period, fell into his harids. On a blank leuf, 
I the officer, who took the book, had written in German an 
i 
I acknowledgment of the theft, declaring that although he 
, 

I belie\'eu 1\11'. Hopkinson to be an obstinate rebel, the books 
I and philosophical apparatus of his library were sufficient evi
I -lence, that he was a learneu man. 

Mr. Hopkinson, at his uecease, left a widow anu five c11il
cren. The eldest of these, Joseph Hopkinson, who still lives, 

I strongly resembles his father, in the enuowments of his mind, 
I and the brilliancy of his genius. He occupies an enviable 

rank among the au\'ocates of the American bar. 

I 

, , 

JOHN HART. 

THE history of the world probably furnishes not another 
instance in which there was a nobler exhibition of true patri
otism, than is presenteu in the history of the American revo
Jution. It was certain at its commencement, in respect to 
numerous individuals, whose talents, wisdom anu enterprise 
were necessary to its success, that they could uerive but little, 
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if any, indh'idnul a(h-antage. Nay, it wa:, certain, that in 
stead of gain they would he subjected to great loss 31111 suller
ing. The comforts of their families would be abddgcu; their 
property ue~tl'oyeu; their farms desolated ~ their houses plun
dered or consumed; their sons might fall in the field of battle ~ 
and, should the struggle be vuin, an ignominious death would be 
their portion. But, then, the contest· respected rights which 
God had given them; it respected liberty, that dearest and 
noblest privilege of man; it respected the happiness of gene
rations yet to succeed euch other on this spacious continent 
to the end of time. Such considerations influencetl the pa· 
triots of the revolution. They' thought comparatively little 
of themselves; their views were fixed 011 the happiness of 
others; on the future glory of their country; on univcr:-;:d 
liberty! 

These senlimcnts alone could Imve actuater) J OIl~ IL\lt'f, t11e 
fluhjcct of' the present memoir, a worthy and independent 
farmer of New-Jersey. IIc~ was the son of EdwartllIal't, of 

, IIopcwc]], in the county of lIuntcrdon, ill Ncw.Jersey. The 
• 

ti:::e of his birth is unknown to the writer; and unfortunate-
ly rl..!W incidents of his life have been prc:;en'ed. lIe illherited 
from his father a considerable patrimonial estate. To this he 
added, by purchase, a farm of about four hundred acres. He 
married a Miss Scudder, a respectable and amiable lady, by 
whom he had a numerous family of children. He was fond of 
agricultural pursuits; and in the quiet of domestic life, sought 
those enjoyments, which are among the purest which the 
world aflilrds. . 

The character which Mr. Hart sustained for wisuom, sta
bilitY', and judgment naturally brought him into notice, and 
disposed the community to seck the aid of his counsel. lIe 
was often a member of the colonial assembly; and rendered 
important service to the section of country in which he re
sided, by suggesting improvements as to laying out new roads. 
the erection of bridges, the superior means of cc1ucation .. and 
the prompt administration of justice • 

At the commencement of the aggressions of the British 
ministry upon the rights of the colonies, 1\'Ir. Hart pcrceivel1, 
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in common with many of the thinking men of tIle day, that 
the olllv alternative uf the latter would be a resort to arms, 

" 
or absolute slavery. Although he was not one of the most 
zcalolls men, or ag easily roused to adopt strong mcasul'C~. a::l 
\\"ere some of those aruund him, still he was not backward to 
express his ahhorrence of the unjust conduct of the mother 
country, nor to cater upon a wcll matured 8ystem of oppm;i
tion to hcr designs. lIe was particularly disgusted with the 
stamp act. Not that he fcared pecuniary loss from its exac 
tion::;; it was an inconsiderable tax; but trifling as it was, in 
\"olrcll a principle of tbe grcatest importance. It gave to thp 

, 

crown a power over the colonies, against the arbitrary exer-
cise of which they had no security. They had in truth, UpOll 

the principles :luimcd hy the British government, little or no 
contrul over their own property. It might be taxed ill the 
maIlncr, and to the extent, which parliament pleased, and not 

, 

a single represcntati\re from the colonies could raisc his voice 
in their behalf. It was not strange, therefore, thut the setting 
up uf ::mch a claim, on the other side of the water, should Ita\'c 
been severely felt in the American colonies, amI that a spirit 
of upposition shoultl have pervaded all classes, as wc!! the 
humble as the ele\'utcd, thc farmC'r in his retirement us well 
as the stutesman in his public life. 

This spirit of opposition in the colonies kept pacc with the 
, 

spirit of ag,gression in the mother country. There were few 
mcn in the community, who did ;not feel more intensely each 
succeeding month the magnitude of the subject; antI who 
were 110t more and more convinced of the necessity of an 
uniteu and firm opposition to the Briti:5h governmCJ1t. 

"Then the congress of 1714 assembled, Mr. Hart appeared, 
and took his scat; having been elected by a conference 0' 

committees from several purts of the colony. The precise 
share which he took in the deliberations of this august and 
venerable body, is unknown. If his habits and unamhitioli" 
spirit led him to act a less conspicuous part tlmn some others, 
he rendered perhaps no less valuable service, by his modera
tion and cool judgment. 

During several succeeding sessions, 1\11'. lIart continued to 
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represent the people of Now-Jersey in the continental con 
gress. 'Vhen the qUl'stion respecting a Declaration of Ind~ 
pendence was brollght forwaro, he was at his post, and voted 
for the measure with unusual zeal. It was a distin!ruishcd ,. 

honour to bdong to this congress, under allY circumstances; 
but the appointment of Mr. Hart must have been peculiarly 
flattering to him. A little time previous, the provincial COI1-

gress of New-Jersey had made several changes in their delega
tion to the general congress. Their confidence was not entire 
in some of their representati ves, especially in regard to that bold 
and decisive measure, a declaration of independence, whirh 
was now occupying the thoughts of many in the country. But 
the firmness of 1nr. Hart, or, as he was afterwards callecl, 

• 

" hanest Juhn lIart," they could safely trust. They knew 
him to be a man of tried courage, and l1ever inclined to adopt 
temporizing or timorouR measures. He was accordingly re
tainel1, while others were dismissed; and was instructed, "to 
join with the delegates of the other colonies in continental 
congress, in the most vigorous measures for supporting the 
jllst rights and liberties of America; and if you shall judge it 
neccs:.ary or expedient for this purpose, to join with them in 
declaring the United Colonies independent of Great Britain, 
entering into a confederation for union and common defence, 
making treaties with foreign nations for commerce and assist
ance, and to take snch other measures as may appear to them 
and you necessary for those great ends, promising to support 
them with the whole force of this province; always observing, 
that whatsoever plan of confederacy you enter into, the regu
lating the internal police of this province is to be reserved to 
the colonial legislature." 

Sometime during the latter part of the year 1776, New-Jer
sey became the theatre of war. The distress which t.he peo
ple suffered in consequence, was very great; and a wanton 
destruction of property was often occasioned by the enemy. 
In this destruction, the property of Mr. Hart largely partici
pated. His cllildren were obliged to flee, his farm was pil
laged, anel great exertions were made to secure him, as a . 
prison~r. The situation of Mrs. Hart was at the time pecu
lial"lv distrcl'1sing-. She was afllicted with a disrrlsf'. ",hi,.}l 
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I 
I 
I prcvented her removal to a place of ,afety, and eventu-

ully caused her death. l\fr. Hart continued by her side, 
until the enemy had nearly reached the house, when he made 
his escape, his wife being safer alone than if he were present. 

: For some time, he was hunted and pursued with the mm;t un 
, • 

!I tiring zcal. He was scarcely able to elude his enemies, was 
, , 

;; often in great want of food, and sometimes destitute of a com-, ' , ' 

!: fortable lodging for tht3 night. In one instance, he was 
i' obliged to conceal himsti~, during the night, in the usual rest

ing place of a large dog, who was his companion for the time. 
, , 

, 
" 

, 

The battles of Trenton and Princeton led to the eva<:ua
lion of New-Jrrsey by the British. On this event, Mr. Hart 

, 
again collected his l~l(nily, and began to repair the desolation 

:: of his farm by the hand of the enemy. His constitution, how-
, 

;! ('Yer! had receiverl an irreparable shock. His health gradual-
I I 

; Iy failed him; and though he 1i\'eu 10 sec brighter prospects 
I 
: opening before his co un ~ ry, he dieu before the con test was 
I! ended. His deat.h occurred in the yenr I1HO. Although the 
:: domestic peace nnd tranquillity of few men had been more 
, , 

Ii disturhed than those of Mr. Hart, he never r('pcnted the cour:-;e 
I! 

if he had taken. He enlisted himself in a good cause; and in tl!c 
I ' '; darkest periods, still believed thatarightcous Proyidencc would 

, 

! ultimately enable that cause to prevail, and finally t.o triumph. 

teresting; in his form he was straight and well proportioned. 

: man, was said to have been handsome. In his disposition 
III II he was uncommonly mild and amiable. He was greatly be-

,I Ja)'ge circle of acquaintance, who often appealed to his wis-

I 

dom and judgment in the settlement of their local affairs. In 
addition to this, he enjoyed the reputation of being a sincere 
!Ind humble christian. He was exceedingly liberal to the 
Baptist church of Hopewell, to which commun~ty he belonged; 
and greatly assisted them in th~ erection of a public house of 
worship; the ground for which he presented to the chur<..h, 
as also the ground for a burial place. Such was the life. and 
such the last end, of" honest John Hart.' 
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ABRAHAM CLARK . 

• 

I'r is unfortunately the fact, in respect to many of the dis
tinguished actors in the revolutionary drama, but especially 
in reference to the subject of this memoir, that but few inci
dents of their lives have been preserved. The truth is, that 
alth()ugh men of exalted patriotism, who filled their respec-
11,1e Juties, both in public and private life, with great honour 
tu ,.hemselves and benefit to all around them, they were 
naturally unobtrusive and unambitious. The incidents of their 
Jives were, indeed, few. Some of them lived in retirement, 
PttJ·suing the" even tenor of their way," nor was the regularity 
of thei r lives often in terrupted, except, perhaps, by an attcn
dance upon congress, or by the discharge of some minor ci"il 
oHice in the community. 

These remarks apply with some justice to Mr. CLARK, 
but perhaps not with more force, than to severnl others, who 
stand enrolled among the signers of the declaration of inde
pendcnce. 

Mr. Clark was a native of Elizabethtown, New-Jersey, 
where he was born, on the fifteenth of February, 1726. His 
father's name was Thomas Clark, of whom he was an only 
child. His early education, although confined to English 
branches of study, was respectable. For the mathematics and 
the civil law he is said to have discovered an ear1y predilec 
tion. . 

He was bred a farmer; but his constitution being inade 
quate to the labours of the field, he turned his attention 
to surveying, conveyancing, and imparting legal advice. 
For this last service he was well qualified; and as he 
gave advice gratuitously, he was called, "the poor man's 
counsellor." . 

The course of Mr. Clark's life, his love of study, and the 
generosity of his character, naturally rendered him popu
lar. His opinion was valued, and often sought, even beyond 
the immediate circle within which he lived. He was call
ed .to fill various respectable offices, the duties of which 
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he discharged with great fidelity; and thus rendered him
st·lt' highly useful in the community in which lie lired. 

At all early period of the revolution, as he had formed lll~ 

oplIlion on the great questiun, which divifled the British go
rernment and the American colonies, he was appuinted one 
of the committee of public safety j and some time after wns 
elected by the provincial congress, in conjunction with the gen
tlemen, a slieteh of whose lives has already been given, a dele
gate to the continental congress. -

Of this body he was a member, for a considerable period; 
• 

and was conspicuow; among his colleagues from New-Jersey. 
A few days after he took his scat for the first t.ime, as amcm
bel' of congres,<;, he was called upon to vote for, or again!:it, the 
proclamation of independence. nut he was at no loss on 
which side to throw his influence. His patriotism was of the 
purest character. Personal considerations did not inflllence 
his decision. He knew full well that fortune anel indh'idual 
safety were at stake. But what were these in comparison 
with the honour and liberty of his country. He voted, there
fore, for the declaration of independence, and affixed /his 
name to that sacred instrument with a firm determination to 
meet the consequences of the noble, but dangerous action, 
with a fortitude and resolution becoming a free born citizen 
of America. 

Mr. Clark frequently, after this time, represented New
Jersey in the national councils. He was also often a 
member of the state legislature. But in whatever capacity 
he acted as a public servant, he attracted the respect and ad
miration of the community, by his punctuality, his integrity, 
and perseverance. 

In 1787, he was elected a member of the general con-
vention, which framed the constitution; but in c.onseqlHmce 
of ill health, was prevented from uniting in the deHberatio .15 

• 

of that body. To the constitution, as originally proposed} 
he had serious objections. 'l'hese, howCl!er, were removed 
by subsequent amendments; but his enemies took aclvlln· 
tuge of his objections, and for a time he was placed in 
the minority in the elections of New-Jersey. His popu-
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larity, however, again revived, and he was electt.u a re
prcsentative in the second congress, under the federal con
stitution; an appointment which he continued to hold until 
a short time previous to his death. Two or three of the 
sons of ]Ur. Clark were officers in the army, during the ro- I 
volutiol1ary struggle. Unfortunately they were captured by 
the enemy. During a part of their captivity, their suffer
ings were extrcme, being confined in the notorious prison
ship, J erser. Painful as the condition of his sons was, 
1\11'. Clark scrupulously avoided calling the attention of 
congress to the subject," pting in a single instance. 
One of his sons, a captain of artillery, hall been ca.st into a 
dungeon, where he receiv("l no other food than that which 
was conveyell to him by his fellow prisoners, through a key 
hole. On a representation of these facts to congress, that 
body immediately directed a course of retaliation in 1'6_ ;,ect 
to a British officer. This had the desired effect, and Captain 
Clark's condition was lmproved. 

On the adjournment of congress in June, 1794, Mr. Clark 
finally retired from public life. lIe did not live long, how
ever, to enjoy even the limited comforts he possessed. In the 
autumn of the same year a stroke of the sun put a ppriod to 
his mortal existence, in the space of two hours. He was al
ready, however, an old man, having attained to his sixty
ninth year. The church yard at Rahway contains his mor
tal remains, and the church of ~hat place will long have rea
son to remember his benefactions. A marble slab marks the 
place where this useful and excellent ma.n lies deposited, and 
the following inscription upon it, records the distinguish

ed traits of his character: 

Firm and decided ItS a patriot, 
zealous and faithful as a friend to the public, 

he loved his country, 
and adhet'cd to her cause 

in the darkest hours of her struggles· 
, . 

agaUlst oppressIOn. 

, 
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ROllERT MORRIS, 

BEJI\JAl'r1!l'i RUSH, 

nENJAlItIN FRANKLIN, 

Jow~ ~lORTON, 

GEOU!.: CLY:lIER, 

J A ;\IES S;\IlTH, 

GEOIWE TAYLOR, 

JAlIIKS \VILSON, 

GEORGE Ross. 

• • 

ROBERT MORRIS. 

• 

ROBERT MORRIS was a native of Lancashire, England, 
where he was born J .lnuary, 1713 4, O. S. His father 
was a Liverpool merchant, who had for some years been ex
tensively concerned in the American trade. 'VhiJe he was 
yet a boy, his father removed to America; short.ly after 
which, he sent to England for his son, who arrived in this 
country at the age of thirteen years. 

Young Morris was placed at school in Philadelphia, but 
his progress in learning appears to have been small, probably 
from the incompetency of his teacher, as he declared to his 
father one day, on the latter expressing his dissatisfaction at 
the little progress he made, "Sir," said he, "I have learn-
ed all that he can teach me." . 

"During the time that young l\forris was pursuing hiB 
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education at Philadelphia, he unfortunately lost his father, in 
consequence of a wountl received from the wad of a gUll, 
which was discharged as a compliment, by the captain uf a 
snip consiglleu to him, that had just arrived at Oxford, the 
place of his residence, on the eastern shores of the Chesa
peake Bay, and was thus left an orphan, at the age of fifteen 
years. In conformity to the intentions of his parent, he was 
.bred to commerce, and served a regular apprent.iceship in 
the counting-house of the late Mr. Charles Willing, at that 
time one of the first mercha.nts of Philadelphia. A year or 
two after the expiration of the term for which he hau engaged 
himself, he entered into partnership with Mr. Thomas 'Vi]
ling. This conncxion, which was formed in 175:1, continued 
fur the long period of thirty-uine years, not having been dis
solved until 1703. Predously to the commencement of the 
American war, it was, without doubt, more extensively en
gaged in commerce than any other house in Philadelphia. 

" Of the events of his youth we know little. The fact just 
mentioned proves, that although early deprived of the benefit 
of parental counsel, he acted with fidelity, and gained the 
good will of a discerning master. The fllllowing anecdote 
will show his early activity in business, and anxiety to pro
mote the interests of his friends. During the absence of Mr. 
Willing, at his country place, ncar Frankford, a vessel ar
rived at Philadelphia, either consigned to him, or that brought 
letters, giving intelligence of the sudden rise in the price of 
flour, at the port she left. Mr. Morris instantly engaged all 
that he could contract for, on account of Mr. Willing, who, on 
his return to the city next day, had to defend his young friend 
from the complaints of some merchants, that he had raised 
the price of flour. An appeal, however, from Mr. Willing, 
to their own probable line of conduct, in case of their having 
first received the news, silenced their complaints." 

There were few men who viewed with greater indignation 
the encl'oachments of the British government upon the liber
ties of the people, or were more ready to resist them, than 
Mr. Morris. Nor did he hesitate to sacrifice his private in
~erest for the public good, when occasion demanded it •. This 

• 

• 
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disposition was strildngly manifested in the year 11Q5, at 
which time he signed the non-importation agreement, entered 
into by the merchants of Philadelphia. The extensive mer
cantile concerns with England of the house of Mr. Morris, 
anu the large importations of her manufactures and colonial 
pl'Ouuce by it, must have made this sacrifice considerable. 

The massacre at Lexington, April, 1175, seems to have de
cided the mind of Mr. Morris, as to the unalterable course 
which he would adopt in respect to England. The news of 
this measure reached Philadelphia four days after its occur
rence. Robert Morris, with a large company, were at this 
time engaged at the city tavcll1, in the celebration, on George's 
nay, of their patron saint. The news was received by the 
company wit.h the greatest surprise. The tables, at which 
they were dining, were immediately de:..erted. A few only 
of the members, among whom was Mr. Morris, remained. 
To these, indeed to all, who had been present, it was evident 
that the die was cast -that the Lexington measure was an 
event which must lead to a final separation from the British 
government. Such an opinion Mr. :Morris, at this lime, ex
pressed; he was willing it should take place, and from this 
time cordially entered into all the measures which seemed 

• 
the most likely to effect the object. 

On the third of November, 1115, Mr. :Morris was elected, 
by the legislature of Pennsylvania, a delegate to the second 
congress that met at Philadelphia. "A few weeks after he 
had taken his seat, he was added to the secret committee of 
that body, which had been formed by a resolve of the pre
ceding congres, 775,) and whose duty it was 'to contract 
for the importation of arms, ammuniti6Tl,. sulphur, and salt
petre, and to export produce on the public account, to pay 
for the same.' He was also appointed a member of the com
mittee for fitting out a naval armament, and specially com
missioned to negociate bills of exchange for congress; to 
borrow money for the marine committee, and to manage the 
fiscal concerns of congress on other occasions. Independ
ently of his enthusiastic zeal in the cause of his country, his 
eapacity for business t and knowledge of the subjects com. 
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mitted to him, or his talcnts for managing pecuniary con
cerns, he was particularly fitted for such services; as the 
commercial credit he had established among his fell ow
citizens probably stood higher than that of any other man in 
the community, and this he did not hesitate to avail himself 

• 
of, whencver the public necessities required such an evidence 
of his patriotism. 

A highly interesting i1lustration of this last remark, is 
furnished in the conduct of Mr. Morris in the December 
following the declaration of indepeIlllence. For some time 
previous, the British army hat! been directing its course to 
wards Philadclphia, from which cOllgress had retired, leaving 
a committee, consi:;ting of l'vlr. Morris, ~Ir. Clymer, and Mr. 
\Valton, to transact all necessary continental business. 

Vlhile attending to the duties of their appointmellt, Jlr. 
Morris received a letter from Gell. \Vashington, thcn wit}1 his 
army on the Delaware, opposite Trenton, in which letter he 
communicated to ::\,11'. Morris his distressed state, in conse
quence of the want of money. The sum he needed was t.en 
thousand dollars, which was essentially necessary to enable 
him to obtain such intelligence of the movement and position 
of the enemy, as would authorise him to act Offensively. 
To Mr. Morris, Gen. Washington now looked, to assist him 
in raising the money. 

This letter he read with attention, but what could he do 'f 
The citizens generally had left the city. He knew of no onc, 

-who possessed the required sum, or who would be willing to 
lend it. The evening approached, and he left his counting~ 
room to return home. On the way, he accidentally overtooli 
an honest quaker, with whom he was acquainted. The qua
ker inquired of him the news. 1\11'. Morris replied, that he 
had but little news of importance to communicate, but he had 
a subject ~hich pressed with great weight upon his mind. 
He now informed the quaker of the letter which he had re
ceived, the situation of General Washington, and the imme
diate necessity of ten thousand dollars. "Sir," said Mr. 
l\iorris, " you must let me have it. My note and my honour 
will be your only security." The quaker hesitated a moment, 

---- ----- - - --.. - - ---- ~ --- -~ . 
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but at length }'('plied, "Rohert, thou sl:nlt have it." The 
moncy was soon tuld, was trallsillitled to \Vas!lington, whum 
it rllablc(l to accomplish his wishl:s, alld to gain a :;ignal vic
tur}' over the Hessians at Trenton, thus animatillg thc droop
ing spirits of patriotislll, and checking in no sluall degrl:!e, 
the proud hOIl('S and predictions of the enelllY. 

Another in-;tance of patriotic liLerality is recortled of :Mr. 
'Jlorris in 177B, 0)' 1780. These Wt're distressing years of 
the ,,"ar. The army was alarming1]" destitute of military 
stores, padicularly of thc ('sscntial article of lead. It was 
found necessary to mclt down the weights of c1l)cks alHl t.he 
spouts of houses j but, no(,withstanding res()rt was had to 
every possible source, thc army W1\8 often so destitutc, that it 
conIll scarcely have fought a single battle. 

In this alarming state of tliillgS, General 'Vashington 
wrote to several gentlemen, amI among the rest to Judge 
Peters, at that time secretary to the y,oard of war, stating his 
necessities, amI urging an immediate exertion to supply the 
deficiency. 

" 

This it seemed impossible to do. Mr. Peters, however, 
showed the letter of "Tashiugton to Mr. Morris. Fortu
nately, just at this juncture, a privateer belonging to the lat
ter gentleman had arri\'ed at the wharf, with ninety tons of 
lead. Half of this lead was immediately given by Mr. Mor
ris, for the use of the army, and the other half was purchas
ed by Mr. Peters of other gentlemen, who owned it, ]\'11'. 

Morris becoming security for the payment of the debt. 
At a more advanced stage of the war, when pressing distress 
in the army had driven congress and the commander in chief 
almost to desperation, and a part of the troops to mutiny, 
he supplied the army with four or five thousand barrels of 
flour upon his own r • "ate credit; and on a promise to that 
effect, persuade~ a member to withdraw an intended motion 
to sanction a procedure, which, although common in Europe, 
would have had a very injurious eHect upon the ~al1se of the 
country: this was no less than to authorize General 'Vash· 
ington to seize all the provision that could he found, within a 
circle of twenty miles of his camp. 'Vhile financier, bis 
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notes constituted, for large transactions, purt of tt1C circula· 
ting medium. .:Hany other similar instances occurred of thi5 
putriutic intcrpl)sition of his own personal responsibility for 
snPI)1ics which eould not otherwise have been obtained. 

Allusion has been made above to the gloomy posture of 
aiElil"s, during the year 1780; at this time the wants of the 
army, particularly of provisions, were so great, as to threaten 
its dissolution. This state of things, being communicated 
to 1\11'. ,Morris, he immediately proposed the establishment 
of a Bank, the Jll'incipnl object of which was, to supply the 
army with provisions. This plan becoming popular, ninety- I 
six subscribers gave their bonds, on this occasion, by which 
they obliged themselves to pay, if it should become neces
sary, in golu and silver, the amounts annexed to their names, 
to fulfil the engagements of the Bunk. By this means, the 
confidence of the public in the safety of the bank was COIl

firmed. 
Mr. Morris heaued the list with a subscription of 10,OOOl. j 

others followed to t.he amount of 300,000l. The directors 
were authorized to borrow money on the credit of the bank, 
tlnd to grant special notes, bearing interest ut six per cent. 
The credit thus given to the bank effected the object in
tended, and the institution was continued until the bank of 
North America went into operation in the succeeding year. 
It was ptobably on this occasion, that he purchased the four 
or five thousand barrel8 of flour, abovementioned, on his own 
credit, for the army, before the funds could be collected to 

pay for it." . . 
We have not yet spoken of the congressional career of 

1\'h. Morris, nor is it necessary to delay the reader by a mi
nute account of the services which he rendered the country, 
in the national assembly. In this capacity, no one exhibited 
a more untiring zeal, none more cheerfully sacrificed ease and 
comfort than he did. He accomplished much by his acth'c 
exertions, and perhaps 1.) ;ss by the confidence which he 
uniformly manifested of u. mate success. The display of 
such confidence powerfully tended to rouse the desponding, 
to fix the wavering, and confirm the brave. 
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If' another way, Mr. Morri: contributed to advance the 
patriotic cause. During the ,~nole war, he maintainetI an 
extensive private correspontIence with gentlemen in England 
by means of which he often received information of impor-

I tance to this country. "These letters he read to a few select 
i I 
I: mercantile friends, who regularly met in the insurance room 

at the merchant's coilee house, and through them the intel-

Ii thus kept alive the spirit of opposition, made them acquaint-
I I 
ii cd with the gradual progress of hostile movements, anti con-
I I 

;' vinced them how little was to be expectetI from the govern-
, 
!i ment in respect to the alleviation of the oppression and hard-
" I ' 

:' ships against which the colonies hatI for a long time most 
I 

I; humbly, earnestly, and eloquently remonstratetI. This prac-
, 

i: tice, which began previous to the suspension of the inter
I I 

course between the two countries, he f.'ontinued during the , 
I ' 
i 
, 

" II 
II 

war; and through the route of the continent, especially 
France anti Holland, he rcceivctI for a while the despatches, 
which had formerly come directly from England." 

In the year 1781, Mr. Morris was appointed by congress, 
i superintentIant of finance, an office then for the first time 
! I 
I' established. This appointment was unanimous. IntIeed it 

is highly probable that no other man in the country would 
Ii have been co~petent to the task of managing such great 

1 LOncerns as it involved, or possessed, like himself, the happy 
I expedient of raising supplies, or deservedly enjoyed more, 
[ if equal, public confidence among his tellow-citizens, for 
I punctuality in the fulfilment of his engagements. 

Some id0a may be formed of them, when it is known that 
i he was required to examine into the state of the public debts, 
I expenditures, and revenue; to digest and report plans for 

improving and regulating the finances; and for establishing 
I order and economy in the expenditure of public money. To 

I 

him was likewise committed the disposition, management, 
and disbursement of all the loans received from the govern
ment of Fran~e, and various private persons in that country 
and Holland; the sums of money received from the different 
states; and of the public funds for every possible source of' 
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expense for the support of government, civil, military, !nd 
naval; the procuring supplies of e,'cry description for the 
army and navy; the entire management and direction of the 
public ships of war; the payment of all foreign debts; allJ 
the correspondence of our ministers at European courts, on 
suhjects of finance. In short, the whole.burden of the moncy 
operations of government was 1aid upon him. No man ever 
had more numerous concerns committed to his charge, and 
few to greater amOUIh.; and never did anyone more faithful
ly discharge the various complicated trusts with greater dis
pateh, economy, or credit, than the subject of this sketch." 

N ever was an appointment more judicious than the ap
pointment of Mr. l\lorris as financier of this country. At 
t.his time the treasury was more than two millions and a half 
in arrears, and the great~r part of the debt was of such a 
nature that the payment could not Lc avoided, or e,>Cn de
"laycd, and therefore, Dr. Franklin, then our minister in 
Fl'allce, was under the neccssi ty of ordering back from Am
sterdam monies which had been sent t.hither for the purpose 
of heing shipped to America. If he had not taken this step, 
the hill:; of exchange drawn hy order of congress must hal'c 
))('('/1 protested, an(1 a vital slab gi\:en to the credit of the go
vernment ill Europe. At home, the greatest public as well 
as private distress e;isted; public credit han gone to wreck, 
and the enemy built their most sanguine hopes of overcoming 
u~. upon this circumstance; and the treasury was so much 

--in "arrears-to--thc-servants"in--th-e---pu 
them could not, without payment, perform their duties, but 
must have gone to jail for debts they had contracted to ena
ble them to live. To so low an ebb was the public treasury 
reduced. that some of the members of the board of war 
declared to Mr. Morris that they had not the means of send· 
ing an express to the army. The pressing distress for pro· 
vision among the troops, has already been mentioned. The 
paper bills of credit were sunk so low in value, as to require a 
burdensome mnss of them to pay for an article of clothing." 

But the face of things soon began to change through the 
exertions of Mr. Morris. Without nttempting to give the 
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history of his wise and judicio113 manag !ment, it will be suill· 
, cient to say, in the lang-nuge of an elegant historian of the. 
I American war, " cClot:lill!Y the Amrricans owed, and still owe, 

as much ucknuwletlgmcnt to the financial operations of Ru-
I bert Morris, as to the negncialiolls of Benjamin J.'ranklin, 

To Mr. Morris, also, the country was indebted for the es
tablishment of the hank of North America, and for all the 
public benefits which resulted frllm that institution. By 
means of this, public credit was greatly revived; internal im
provements were promoted, and a general spring was given 
to trade. "The circulating medium was grently increased 
by the circulation of its notes, which being convertible at 

r to, and commanded the most unbounded .confidence. Hun-
, 
I dreds availed themselves of the security afforded by the vaults 

of the bank, to deposit their cash, which, from the imposoi
I bility of investing it, had long been hid from the light; and 

the constant current of deposits in the course of trade, au 
I thorised the directors to increase their business and the 

amount of their issues, to a most unprecedented extent. 
The consequence of this was, a speedy and most perceptible 
change in the state of affairs, both public and prilvate." 

We now come to an event, on account of the interest in 
which the name of Robert Morris should be remembered with 
gratitude by the American people, while republican America 
snaIl la-se --Tlie -campaigrioCli81;:respected--thereduction 
of N ew-York; this was agreed upon by Washington and th~_ 
French general, Count Rochambeau, and it was expecied that 
the French fleets, under De Barras and De Grasse, would 
co-operate. Judge the surprise when, on the arrival of the 
French fleet, it was anno1Jn~ed to Washington, that the 
French admiral would not enter the bay of New-Yorlt, as 
was anticipated, but would enter and remain for a few weeks 
ill the Chesapeake. _ 
T~is necessarily altered al1 the arrangements respecting the 

campaign. It was now ob"iol1s to \V nshington,· that the re
cluction of New-York would be impracticable. In this state 
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of things, it is hinted by Dr. Mease, in his biogn~phicnl 

sketch of Mr. Morris, in the Edinburgh Encyclopedia, to 
which article we are greatly indebted, that Mr. Morris sug
gested to Washington the attack on Cornwallis, which put a 
finishing stroke to the war. Whether this be so or not, cer
tain it is, that until the news was communicated to Vtl ash
ingtoll, that the French fleet would not come into New-York 
bay, the project of a southern campaign had not heen deter
mined upon by the commander in chief. But when, at length, 
it was determined upon, whether at the suggestion of Robert 
Morris or not, we are unable to say, it is certain that he pro
vided the funds which enabled General Washington to move 
his army towards the south, and which led tq the decisive 
battle which terminated the war. 

The length to whic!l this article is already extended, for
bids any further account of the services of this distinguished 
patriot. 

" It adds not a little, however," says Dr. Mease, " to the 
merit of Mr. Morris, to be able to say, that notwithstanding 
his numerous engagements as a public or private character, 
their magnitude, and often perplexing nature, he was enabled 
to fulfil all the private duties which his high fltanding in so 
ciety necessarily imposed upon him. His house was the seat 
of elegant, but unostentatious hospitality, and he regulated 

• 

his domestic affairs with the same admirable order which had 
" 

SO long proVf~rbially distinguished his counting-house, and 

. ," 

the offices of the secret committee of congress, and that of , 
finance. The happy manner in which he conducted his om-

, 

his own superior talents for dispatch and method in busi
ness, and, in the last, to the qualifications of! his excellent 

i 

partner, the sister of the esteemed bishop of 'Pennsylvania, 
Dr. White. A 11 introductif>n to Mr. Morris was a matter of 

I 

course, witn ail the strangers in good society,lwho, for half a 
century. visited Philadelphia, either on commercial, public, 
or private business; and it is not saying too much to assert, 
that during a certain period, it greatly depended upon him to 
do the honours of. the city ; .and certainly no one was more 

" • 
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I qualified, or more willing to support them. A1thou~h active 
in the acquisition of wealth as a mprchant, no one more free
ly parted with his gains, for public or private purposes of a 
meritorious nature, whether these were to support the credit 
of the government, to promote the objects of humanity, local 
improvement, the welfare of meritorious individuals in society, 
or a faithful commercial servant. The instance'3 in which he 
shone on all these occasions were numerous. Some in refe
fcrence to th~ three former particulars, have been mentioned, 

• 

and more of his disinterested generosity in respect to the last 
couIll be given, w~re the present intended to be any thing 
more than a hasty sketch. The priml- of his life was enga
ged in discharging the most important civil trusts to his coun
try that could possibly fall to the lot of ~ny man; antI mil
liUllS passed through his hands as a public officer, without the 
smallest breath of insinuation against his correctness, or of 
negligence amidst "the defaulters of unaccounted thousands," 
or the losses sustained by the reprehensible carelessness of 
national agents. , 

From the foregoing short statement, we may have some 
idea of the naturc and magnitude of the services rendered by 
Mr. Morris to the United States. It may bc truly said, that 
few men acted a more conspicuous or useful part; and when 
we recollect, that it was by his exertions and talents, that the 
United States wcre so often relieved from their difficulties, at 
times of great depression and pecuniary distress, an estimate 
may be formed of the weight of obligations due t,", him from 
the people of the present day. The length to which this ur
ticle is already extended, forbids any further particulars res-

_ pecting this distinguished man. It may be proper to add, 
however, that the latter pad of his life was rendered unhappy, 
b:r an unfortunate scheme of land speculation, in which he en
gaged, and by which his pecuniary affairs became exceeding
ly embarras~ed; yet amidst his severest trials, he maintained 
a- firmness and an independence of character, which in similar 
circumstances belong to but few. 

At length, through public labour, and private misfortune 
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his constitution was literally worn out, and like a shock of 
corn fully ripe, he came to his end 011 the 8th of May 1806, 
III the Reven ty·thiru year of his age • 

• 

• 

-

BENJA1\UN RUSH. 

BENJAMIN RUSH was born on the 24th of December, 1745, 
O. S. ill the township of Byberry, twelve or fourteen miles 
northeast of Philadelphia. His ancestors emigrated from 
England to Pennsylvania, about the year 1683. 

The father of young Rush died when he was six years of 
age. The care of his education therefore devolved upon his 

• 

mother, who well umlerf:tood the importance of kllowlellge, 
anel early took measures to give her son a liberal education. 
Young Rush was sent to the academy at Nottingham, in Ma· 
ryland. about sixty miles southeast from Philadelphia. This 
ar,lllcmy had long been conducted, with great reputation, by 
the Reverend Dr. Finley, afterwards president of Princeton 
college, in New-Jersey. 

Under the care of this excellent man, and among the .peo· 
pIe of Nottingham, who were remarkable for their simplicity, 

. industry, morality, and religion, Rush spent five years, in ac· 
quiring a knowledge of the Greek and Latin languages. In 
this retired spot, and.at this early age, he is said to have been 
deeply impressed ,vith a reveren~e for rflig-ion,-,with the im· 
portance of a regular life, and of diligence, i~dustry, and a 

-
punctual attention to business; and in general, of such steady 
habi.ts, as stamped a value on his character through life. The 
solid foundation ·which was thus laid for correct principles' 
and an upright conduct, was chiefly the work of the learned 
and pious Dr. Finley. He was an accomplished instructor of 
youth. He trained his pupils for both worlds, having Ore
specHn all his. intercourse with them, to their f~ture, as' well 

• 

as present state of existence. 

• 

• ° 
• 
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After finishing his preparatory studies at Nottingham, he 
was entered in 1759, a student in the college of Princeton, 
then under the superintendence of President Davies. Such 
had been his progress in his classical studies a.t Nottingham, 
that he obtained the degree of bachelor'of arts in 1760, and 
before he had completed his fifteenth year. 

On leaving college, he commenced the study of medicine, 
under the direction of the eminent Dr. Redman, of Philadel
phia. He was also one of Dr. Shippen's ten pupils, who atM 

tended the first course of anatomical lectures given in this 
country. In 1766, he went to Edinburgh, where he. spent 
tWl' rears at the university in that city, aud from which he 
rect.l ,. Jd the degree of M. D. in 1768. 

The next winter after his graduation he spent in London; 
and the following spring having visited France, in the autumn 
of the same year he returned to Philadelphia, and commen
ced the practice of medicine. 

In 1769, he was elected professor of chemistry in the col
lege of Philadelphia. This addition to Drs. Shippen, Mor
gan, Kuhn, and Bond, who had begun to lecture a few years 
before, completed the various departments, and fully organi
zed thib first medical school in America. By a subsequent 
arrangement in 1791, the college 'was merged in a university, 
and Dr. Rush was appointed professor of the institutes and 
practice.of medicine, and of clinical practice, in th,e university 
of Pennsyl vania. 

As a lecturer on chemistry, and a practitioner, Dr. Rush 
became deservedly popular. During his residence abroad, 
his professional attainments were much enlarged, and he was 
successful in introducing several valuable improvements. 
He was particularly attached to the system of depletion, and 
resorted to bleeding in many new' cases •. Next to the lancet, 
he used cathartics; and upon: these 'two remedies. hecbJefiy 
depended fc;»r the cure of diseases. About the year 1790, 
twenty y~ars after Dr. Rush had: been. n practitioner, and 
profe.sso~ ofm~dicine,he began to publish his .new. prin~iples 
of medicine. These were more or less developed .by him in 
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his successive annual course 'of lectures, for the subsequent 
twenty-three years of his life. 

It is not our province to settle the merits of that system, 
which Dr. Rush adopted. He applied his principles of medi
cine to the cure of consumptions, dropsies, hydrocephalus, 
apoplexy, gout, and other diseases of the body, and also to 
madness, and the diseases of the mind. He depended chiefly 
upon the lancet, and strongly ur!5ed the use of calomel, to 
which he gave the name of ,: the Sampson of the Materia 
l\-Iedica." ' , 

It was not to be expected ~hat a system, in many respects 
so nove~, should be adopted ly everyone. It had its strong 
opposers, and these opposers exist at the present day. They 
objected to the system of depletion, but agreed with Doctor 
Rush, that calomel was well entitled to the name of "Samp
son," not for the reason which he assigned, but" because," 
said they, "it has slain its thousands." 

In the year 1793, Dr. Rush had an opportunity of apply
ing his principles, ill the treatment of yellow fever. In thai 
~Tear, Philadelphia was desolated by that tremendous scourge, 
after an interval of thirty-one years. 1'he disease baffled the 
skill of the oldest and most judicious physicians; and they 
diftered about the nature, and the treatment of it. " This 
general calalllity lasted for about one hundred days, extend
ing from July till November. The deaths in the whole of 
this distressing period, were four ihousand and forty-four, 
or something more than thirty-eight each day, on an average. 
Whole families were confined by it. There was a great defi
ciency of nurses for the sick. 'rhere was likewise a great 
deficiency of physicians, fr0!DJhe desertion of some, and the 
sickness and death of others. At one time, there were but 
three physicians, who were able to do business out of their 
houses, and at this time there were probably not less than six 
tnousand pers<!ns ill with the fever." 

"A cheerfuJ countenance was scarcely to be seen for six 
weeks. The streets every where discovered marks of the 

• 

dIstress that' pervaded the city. In walking for many bun-
dred yards, few persons were met, except such as were in 

• 
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4uest of a physician, n nurse, a bleeder, or the men who 
buried the dead. The hearse alone kept up the remembrance 
of the noise of carriages, or carts, in the streets. A black 
man leading or driving a horse, with a corpse, on a pair of 
chair wheels, met the eye in most of the RLreets of the city, at 
erery hour of the day; while the noise of the same wheels 
passing slowly over the puvement kept alive anguish and fcar 
in the sick and well, every hour of the night." 

For some time after the commencement of the disease, ali 
the physicians were nearly alike unsuccessful in the manage
ment of it. At this time, Dr. Rush resorted to gentle emcu
ants us had been used in the yellow fever of 1762; but !ind-

o 

ing these unavailing, he applied himself to an investigation 
of the disease, by means of the authors who had written on 
the subject. He ransacked his library, ~nd pored over e\'ery 
book which treated of the yellow feveT. At length he took 
lip a manuscript, which contained an account of the disease, 
as it prevailed in Virginia, in 1741, and which was given to 
him by Dr. Franklin, and had been written by Dr. Mitchell of 
Virginia. In this manuscript the propriety and necessity of 
powerful evacuants were stated and urged, even in cases of 
extreme debiHty. . 

These ideas led Dr. Rush to an alteration in his practice. 
He adopted the plan of Dr. Mitchell. He admillistered ealo·
mel and jalap combined, and had the happiness of curing four 
of the first five patients to whom he administered this medi
cine, notwithstanding some of them were advanced several 
day:; in the disease. 

"After '.Juch a pledge of the safety and success of this new 
medicine," says Dr. Thatr.her, in his biographical sketch of 
Dr. Rush, " he communicated the prescription to such of the 
practitioners as he met in the streets. Some of them, he 
found, had been in the use of calomel for several days; but as 
they had given it in single doses only, anel had followed it by .. 
large doses of bark" wine, and laudanum, they had done little 
'lr no good with it. He imparted the prescription to the col
lege of physicians, on the third of September, and endeavour
ed to remove the fears of his fellow citizens, by assuring them 
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that the disease was no longer incurable. The credit his 
prescription acquired, brought him an immense accession of 
business. It continuerl to be almost uniformly effectual, in 
nearly all those cases which he was able to attend, either in 
person, or by his pupils. But he did not rely upon purges 
alone to cure the disease. The theory which he had adopted 
led him to use other remedies, to abstract excess of stimulus 
from the system. These were blood letting, cool air, cold 
drinks, low diet, and application of ('old water to the body .. 
He began by drawing a small quantity of blood at a t.ime. 
The appearance of it when drawn~ and its effects llpon the 
system, satisfied him of its safety and efficacy, and encouraged 
him to proceed. Never did he experience such sublime joy 
as he now felt, in contemplating the success of his remedies. 
It repaid him for a11 the toils and studies of his life. The 
conquest of this formidable disease was not the effect of acci
dent, nor of the application of a single remedy; but it was 
the triumph of a principle in medicine. In this joyful state 
of mind, he entered in his note book, dated the 10th of Sep
tember, ' Thank God, out of one hun,' red patients whom 1 
have visited or prescribed for this day, I have lost none.' 

"Being unable to comply with the numerous demands 
which were made upon him, for the purging powders, not
''Withstanding he had employed three persons to assist his 
pupils in putting them up, and finding himself unable to at
tend all the persons who sent for him, he furn~shed the apo
thecaries with the receipt for the mercurial purges, together 
with printed directions for giving them, and for the treatment 
of the disease. Had he consulted his own interest, he would 
silently llave pursued his own plans of cure, with his old pa
tients, who still confided in him and his new remedies; but 
he felt, ut this season of universal distress, his professional 
obligations to all the citizens of Philadelphia, to be superior 
to private and personal considE'~ations; and therefore de-

~ 

termined, at every hazard, to do every thing in his power to 
save their lives. Under the influence of this disposition, he 
addressed a letter to the (',ollege of physicians, in which he 
stated his objections to Dr. Stevens's remedies, and defended 

• 
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those he had recommcnlled. lIe likewise drfcnded them in 
II;' public papers, against the attacks that were made UPOIJ 

I them by sevcral of the physicians of the city, and occasion
allyadJresscd such advice to the citizens as expericnce hall 

I stlggested to be lIseful to pre\'cllt the disease. In nOllC of the 
recommcndations of his rcmcdies did he claim the crellit of 
their disco\'Cl'y, On thc contrary, he constantly endeavour 
cd to enforce their atloplion by mentioning precedents in 

I favour of their efficacy, from the highest aut.horities in mcdi 
Ii cine. This controversy was encouraged merely to prevent 
Ii the greater evil of the depopulatiUl1 of Philadelphia, by the 
': use of remedies which had been prescribed by himself as 
: well as others~ not only without effcct, but with evident illju 

ry to the sick. The repeatetl and numerous instances of 
their inefficacy, and the almost uniform SUCCC5S of the de
pIcting remedies, after a while procured submission to the lat 
ter, from nearly all the persons who were affcctetl by the 
fever. 

"l\Iany whole families, consisting of five, six, and, in 
three instances, of nine members, were recovered by plenti
ful purging and bleeding. These remedies were prescribed 
with great advantage by several of the physicians of the city 
But the use of them was not restricted to the physicians alone; 
the clergy, the apothecaries, many private citiz(,l1s, scyeral 
intelligent women, an(1 two black men, prescribetl them with 
great success. Nay, more, many persons prcscriueu them 
to themsel\res. It was owing to the almost universal lise of 
these remedies, that the mortality of the discase diminished 
in proportion as the number of persons who were afiected by 
it increased. It is probable that not less than six thousand 
of the inhabitants of Philadelphia were saved from death by 
bleeding and purging, during the autumn of 1793. 

"The credit which this new mode of treating the disease 
acquired in all parts of the city, produced an immense influx 
of patients to Dr. Rush. His pupils were constantly employ
ed at first in putting up purging powders, but after a while 
only in bleeding and visiting the sick.. 

"Between the 8th and 15th of September, Dr. Rush visited 
2K 
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and prescribed for a hundred and a hundred and twenty pa
tients a day. In the short intervals of business, which he 

• 

spent at his meals, his house was filled with patients, chief-
ly the pOOI"? waiting for a<hice. For many weeks he sel
dom ate "\vithout prescribing for numbers as he sat at table. 
To assist him, three of his pupils, l\Ir. Stall, 1\:1r. Fisher, 
and Mr. Cox, accepted of rooms in his house, and became 
members of his family. Their labours now had no re
mission. He employed every moment in the interval uf 
his visits to the sick, in prescribing in his hOllse for the 
poor, or in sending answers to messages from his patients. 
Unable to comply with the numerous applications that were 
made to him, he was obliged to refuse many every day. 
His sister counted forty-seven applicants for medical aid 
turned off in one forenoon. befure eleven o'clock. In 
riding through the streets, he was often forced to resist the 
entreaties of parents imploring a visit to tlteir children, or of 
children to their parents. He was sometimes obliged to 

• 

tear himself from persons who attempted to stop him, and to 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

urge his way by driving his chaIr as speedily as possible be
yond the reach of' their cries. While he was thus over
whelmed with business, and his own life "endangered, without 
being able to answer the numerous calls made on him. he re
ceivf',l letters from his friends in the country, pressing him, 
in LIe strongest terms, to leave the city. To one of these 
letters he replied, "that Ite had resolved to stick to Ilis prin-
ciples, his practice, and his patients, to the la::,t extremity." I 

during this awful visitation, nearly overpowered his hea1th, 
and for a time his useful life was despaired of. Dya timely 
application of es, however, he was restored, and able 
to return to tIle duties of his profession. But ill health was 
not the only evil he suffered, as the consequence of his ac
tivity, during the prevalence of the yellow fever in Philadel
phia. His mode of treatment was calied in question by many 
of his contemporaries, notwithstanding the great success 
which attended it. At length the prejudices against him in
fected not only physicians, but a considerable part of the 
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community. TIle public journals were enlisted against him, 
anu in numerous pamphlets his system was attacked with 
!,frcat severity. He was even called a murderer, and was at 
,-

Icng-th threatened to be prosecuted and expelled the city. 
The benefactors of mankind have not unfrequently been 

treated in a similar manner. They suffer for a time j but 
'I justice is at length dune them. Dr. Harvey, as a C011se
· ~ quencc of publishing his account of the circulation of the 
! hloou, lost his practice; and the great Dr. Sydenham sufl'ered 
i: in a similar manner, for introuucing depleting medicine in 

cases of inflammatory fevers. On the termination of the fever 
,I in Philadelphia, a motion was made in a public meeting of 
i I 

• 
I , 

, the citizens in that city, to thank the physicians for their ser-
I vices during the prevalence of the fever, but no one would 

, I 
'I second it. This was high ingratitude, and especially when 
I 

I 

it is considered that eight out of thirty-five of the physicbnsJ 

who continued in the city, died; and of those who remained, 
but three ~scaped the fever. 

Notwithstanding the great labours of Dr. Rush as a lec
tll1'''r and practitioner, he was a voiuminous writer. His 
printed works consisted of seven volumes, six of which treat 
of medical subjects. One is a collection of essays, literary, 
moral, and philosophical. It is a matter of wonder how a 
physician, who had so many patients to attend a professor, 
who had so many pupils to instruct could find leisure to 
write so much, and at the Bame time 50 well. Our wonder 
will cease, when it is known that he suffered no fragments of 
time to be wasted, and that he improved every opportunity 
of acquiring knowledge, and used all practicable means for 
retaining and digesting what he had acquired. In his early 
youth he had the best instructors, and in every period of h~s 
life, great opportunities for mental improvement. He' was 
gifted from heaven with a lively im~ginatiQn,. a retentive me
mory, a discriminating judgment, and he made the most of 
all these advantages. From boyhood till his last sickness, 
he was a constant and an indefatigable student. He read 
much, but thought more. H:is mind was constantly en
grossed with at least one literary inquiry, to which, for the 
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, 
• 

time, he devoted his undivided attentIOn. To malic himsclt 
master of that subject, he read, he meditated, he conversed. 
It was less IllS custom to read a book through, than to reaa 

, 
, 

, 

as much of all the authors within his reach as bore on the suL
jed of his prcscnt inquiry. His active mind broodcll over 
tlll: material::; thus collected, compared his ideas, and traced 
thl·ir relations to each other, and from the whole drew his 
own conclusions. In these, and similar mental exereises, he ;i 

was habitually and almost constantly employed, and daily • 
, ' 

aggregated and multiplied his intellectual stores. In this :, 
manner his sound judgment was led to form those new com
binations, which constitute principII.) in science. He formed 

, 

acquaintances with his literary fellow-citizens, and all weI: 
informed strangers, who visited Philadelphia; and drew from , 

" , 
thcm evcq aiom of info1'mation he could obtain, by conver- . 

, 
sing on the subjects with which they were best acquainted. ~i 

He extracted so largely from the magazine of knowledgu ' 
deposited in the expanded mind of Dr. Franklin, that he • 
once luentioned to a friend, his intention to write a book witl, :: 

, 

the title of FrankJiniana, in which he proposed to collect the 
fragments of -.visdom, which he had treasured in his memory, 
as they fell in conversation from the lips of this great ol'i- : 
gina] genius. To Dr. Rush, every place was a school, every ; 
one with whom he conversed was a tutor. He was never 
without a book, for, when he had no other, the book of nature ' 
was before him, and engaged his attention. In his lectures 
to his pupils, he advised them, 'to lay every person they 
met with, wI ·"ther in a packet boat, a stage wagon, or a , 

, 

public road, ~Ll.uer contribution for facts on physical sub- ; 
jects.' \Vhat the professor recommended to them, he pmc- ! 
tisecl himself. His eyes and ears were open to see, hear, 
and profit by every occurrence. The facts he received 'I 

from persons of aU capacities he improved to some valuable " 
, i 

purpose. He illustrates one of his medical theories by a fact Ii 
:t 

communicated by a butcher; another from an observation :t I ! 
made by a madman, in the Pennsylvania HospitaL III bis 'i 
scientific work on t11e diseases of the mind, he refers fre- I 
quelltly to poets, and particularly to Shakspeare, to illustrate 

, 
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the history of madness, and apologi:.:es for it in the following 
worus. 'They (poets) view the human mind in all its ope"a
tions, whether natural or morbid~ with a microscopIC eye, 
and hence many things arrest their attention, wluch escape 
the notice of physicians.' It may be useful to students to 
be informed, that Dr. Rush constantly kept by him a note 
book, consisting of two parts, in one of which he entered 
facts as they occurred; in the other, ideas and observations, 
as they arose in his own mind, or were suggested by others 
in conversation. His mind was under such complete dis
cipline, that he could read or write with perfect composure, 
ill the midst of the noise of his children, the conversatwn 
of his family, and the common interrogatories of his, biting 
patients. A very moderate proportion of his time was devo
tcd to sleep, and much lCo5S to the pleasures of the table. In 
the latter case, sittings were never prolonged, but in com--cr
sation on useful subjects, and for purposes totally distinct 
fr01l1 the gratifications of appetite. In the course of nearly 
seventy years spent in this manner, he acquired a sum of 
useful practical knowledge that has rarely been attained by 
one man, in any age or country." 

Medical inquiries were the primary objects of Dr. Rush's 
attention; yet he by no means neglected other bran~hes of 
knowledge. In the earlier part of his life, he paid great 
attention to politic.i. The subjects of a political character, 
which chiefly engrossed his mind, were the independence of 
his country, the establishment of wi~e constitutions for the 
states generally, and for his own state particularly, and the 
diffusion of knowledge among the Americ..~n people. On 
these subjects he usefully employed his pen in numerous 
essays, which were published under a variety of names. 

This political knowledge, and political integrity, were so 
well appreciated, that sundry offices wer£' conferred upon 
him. He was a member of the celebrated congress of 1776, 
which declared these states free and- independent. This 
event Dr. Ru~_£ perceived to be the harbinger of important 
blessings to the American people. He was not one of those 
who thought so much of commerce, of the influx of riches, 
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or 11igh rank among the nations. These, indeed, he wen 
knew were consequences which would result from -the dech~ 

" " " 

ration of independence. But these he viewed as a minor 
consiue]'ation, compareu with the increase of talents and know~ 
ledge. The progress of eloquence, of science, and of mind, 
in nIl its 1'uriolls pursuits, ,vas considered by him as the ne-
, 

CCSSUl'Y em~ct of republican constitutions, and in the pro-

a lecture, delivered in November, 1799, he observes: "from 
" 

a strict attention to the state of mind in this country, before the 
year 17iLl, and at the presenftime, I am satisfied the ratio of 
int.ellect is as twenty are to onc, and of knowledge as a hun
dred are to one, in, these state's, compared' with what they 
were before the American revolution." 

! In 1717, he was appointed physician general of the military 
I i hospital in the middle department, sometime after which he 
, 

1-published his observations on our
d 

hospitals, army diseases, 
.1 and the effects of the revolution' on the army and people. 
il ' In 1787, he became a me.mber of the convention of Penn 
I i 
:1 ' -sylvania for the adoption of the federal constitution. This 
I I 

: 1 constitution received his 'warmest approbation. He p:w-

; I 
, I 
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i: nOlinced the federal government a masterpiece of human ;' 
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American people which they have not,and probably never 
will, experience. I 

For the last fourteen years of his life, he was treasurer for I 
, the United States mint, by appointment of President Adams; II 
an office 'which was conferred upon him, as a homage to his II 
talents and learning, and by means of which something was 
added to his revenue. -

• 

Dr. Rush iook a deep interest in the many prhrate associa-
• 

tions, for the advancement of human happiness,. with which 
• • 

Pennsylvania abounds." In the establishment of the Phila-
delphia" Dispensary, the' first institution. of the kind in the 

" . . 

United States,he led the way. He was the principal agent 
in founding Dickinson College, in Ca'rlisle; and through. his 

, influence, the Rev. Dr.:, Nisbet, of Montrose, in Scothnd, was . ,. -

, " induced to remove to'America to take charge of it .. For some . 
• , 
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yf!ars~ he was president of the society for the abolition of Sta

very, and, also, of thcPhiIadelphia 1\-~etlic_al Society. He wns 
II lound-cr of the Philadelphia Bible Society; anu one orits vice
presidents, and a vice-president of the American Philosophical 
Hociety. ¥e was an honorary member of many of the literary 

-

ins:itl1tions, hoth of this country anu of Europe. In 1805, he 
was honoured oy the king of Prussia, with a llWUU], for his re
plies to certain questions on the yellow f<wer. On a similar 
account, he was presented with a gold medal in 1807, from the 
queen of Etruria; and in 1811, the Emper-or of Russia sent 
him a diamond ring, as a testimony of his respect for his me-

-
dical character. 

Dr. Rush was a public. writer for forty-nine years, and 
from the nineteenth to the sixty-eighth year of his age. His 
works, which were quite numerous, l:l~lQW mu~h reading, deep 

I investigation, and tried experience. He seems to have com
bined the most useful in physical science, with the most cle-

-
gallt in literature. Instead of being a mere eollator of the 
opinions of others, he was constantly making discon:ries and 

-

improvements of his own; and from the result of his indi\ri-
dual experience and observation, established more principlesr, 

, and added more facts to the science of medicine, than all \vho 
had preceded hUn in his native country. The tendency of all 
his writings was decidedly good. 

He powerfully, and to some 'extent successfully, employed 
his pen against some of the habits and vices of mankind. His 

, 

" Inquiry iRto the effeds of ardent spirits upou the human 
bouy and mind," has been more read than any of his works. 
All the medical philosophy that was pertinent to the subject, 

, 

was incorporated with it. _ Striking descriptions of the per-
sonal and family distress occasioned by that -dce, and of its _ 

-
havoc on the minds, bodies and estates of its unhappy votaries, 
were given, and the means of prevention and cure' pointed 
out. The whole was illustrated by a scale, graduated like a 
thermometer, showing at one vie,v the ~fTectsof certain 
enumerated liquors on the body,- the mind, and the condition 

. in society of those who are addicted to them. In the last 
• • 

year of Dr. Rush's life, he presented to the general assembly 
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o.f the Presbyterian church in the United States, one thousand 
copies of this popular pamphlet, to be given away among the 
people of their respective congregations. About the same 
time, that numerous and respectable body passed a resolution, 
enjoining on their members to exert themselves in counter
acting this ruinous vice. 

In his "Observations upon the influence of the habitual 
use of tobacco upon health, morals, and property," Dr. Rush 
employed his eloquent pen in dissuading from practices, 
which insensibly grow into habits productive of many unfore
seen evils. 

Dr. Rush was a great practical physician. In the treat
ment of diseases he was eminently successful: and in descri~ 
bing their symptoms and explaining their causes, he was un
commonly accurate. Nor is this matter of wonder, for he 
was minutely acquainted with the histo.ries of diseases of aU 
ages, countries, and occupations. The annals of medicine 
cannot produce' an account of any great epidemic disease, 
that has visited our earth, in any age, or conn try, which ie: 
more minute, accurate, and completely satisfactory, than Dr 
Rush's description of the yellow fever of 1793, in Philadel
phia. Had he never written another line, this alo.ne would 
have immortalized his name. He was a physician of no 
common cast. His prescriptions were not confined to doses 
of medicine, but to the regulation of the diet, air, dress, exer
cise, and mental actions of his patients, so. as to prevent 
d-isease, and to. make healthy men and women from invalids. 
His pre-eminence as a physician, over so many of his con tern 
poraries, aro.se from the following circnmst.''1ces : 

He carefully studied the climate in which he lived, and the 
symptoms of acute and chronic diseases therein prevalent; 
the different habits and constitutions of his patients, and 
varied his prescriptions with their strength, age, and sex. 

He marked the influence of different seasons, upon the 
same disease; and varied his practice accordingly. He o.bser
ved and recorded the influence of successive enidemic dis~ 

.I 

eases upon each other, and the hurtful as well as salutary 
effects of his remedie:::.;and thereby acquired a knowledge ot 
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the c1mrarlcr of the reigning tiisrQs{' in C'\'ery successive sen
son. His notes and records of the diseases, which hal'c taken 
place in Philadelphia for the last forty-four years, must be 
of incalculable value to such as 'may have access to them. In 
attendance upon patients, Dr. Rush's manner was so gentle 
and sympathising, that pain and distress were less poignant in 
his presence. On all occasions he exhibited the manners of 
a gentleman, and his conversation was sprightly, pleasant, 
am! instructive. His lettcrs were peculiarly excellent; for 
they were dictated by a fecling heart, and adorned with the 

, 

effusions of a brilliant imagination. His correspondence 
was extensive, and his letters numerous; but every one of 
them, as far as can be known to an individual, 'contained .. 
something original, pleasant, and sprightly. I can truly say, re-
marks Dr. Ramsay, that in the course of thirty-five years' cor
respondence and friendly intercourse, I never receil"ed a let 
ter from him without being delighted and improved; nor left 
his com pany without learning something. His obserl'ations 
were often original, and when otherwise, far from insipid: 
fur he had an uncommon way oi expressing common thoughts. 
He possessed in a high degree those talents which enga'ge the 

'iieart. He took so lively an interest in elrery thing that 
concerned his pupils, that each of them believed himself a 
favourite, while his ldnd offices to all proved that he was the 
common friend and father of them all. 

In lecturing to his class, Dr. Rush mingled the most ab
struse investigation with the most agreeahle eloquence; the 
sprightliest sallies of imagination, with the most profound di::;
quisitions; and the whole was enlivened with anecdotes, both 

I pleasant and instructive. His language was simple and 0.1-
waysintelligible, and his method so judicious, that a consistent 
view of the .subject was communicated, and the recollection 

" 
of the whole rendered. easy. His lectures were originally 
written on leaves alternately blank. On the blank side he 
entered from time to time, every new fact, idea, anecdote, or 
illustration, that he became possessed of, from any source 
whatever. In the course of i\bout four years, the blank was 
generally so far filled up, that he f;nmd it expedient to make 
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a new set of lectures. In this way he not only enlightened 
the yarious s l11Jjerts, on which it was his province to instruct 
his c1a~s; but the light which he cast on them, for forty-four 
3uccc5si,'c years, ,,-as continually brightening. The instruc

tions he gave to his pupils by lectures, though highly yalua
hIe, were lcss so than the habits of thinking amI observation 

hc, ill some degree, forced upon them. Hi:-; constant aim was 
to ronse their minds from a passi,-e to an acti,re state, so as 
to enable them to instruct themselves. Sinee the first insti

tutioll of the medical school in Pennsylvania, its capital, 
Philadelphia, has been the ,"cry atmosphere of medicine, and 
that atmo~phere has been constantly clearing from the fogs 

of error, amI becoming morc lumilloll~ from t.he sllccessive 
allcl incl'(';r:-;illg' dilTlI:-,ion of tIle light of tmth. A portion of 

knowledge floated about that hdlo\\-cd spot, which was im

bibed by every student, without his being conseious of it, 

aud had an influence in giving to his mind a medical textUl'l'. 

To this happy state of thillgs all the professors contrihntpd. 

Drs. 'Yistar, Barton, Physick, DOl':-5ey, Coxe, and James, the 
sun-i1"or:s of that illustriolls amI meritorious body, will ac-

• 

knowledge that their colle~guc, Prof('ssor Rush, was not de-

ficient in his quota. 
'Ve IHlTc hitherto viewed Dr. Rush as an author, a physi

cian, a professor, and a philosopher; ]('t us now "iew him as 

a man. From hiin wc may l~arn to be good, as well as great. 

Such was the force of pious example and religious education 

in the first fifteen years of his life, that though he spent the ell
suing nine ill Philadelphia, Edinburgh, London, and Paris, ('x

posed to the manifold temptat.ions which arc inseparable from 
• 

great cities, yet he returned, at thc age of twenty-four, to his na-

tive country, with unsullied purity of morals. The sneers of in

fidels, and the fascinations of pleasure, had no power to divcrt 
him from the correet principles and virtuous habits which litH] 

been ingrafted on his mind in early youth. He came home 
from his travels with no cxccssi,Tc attachment hut to his books; 

no other ambition than that of being a great scholar; and with

out any desire of making a stepping-stone of his talents and 

education, to procure for him the means of settling down in 
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inglorions ('lise, lrithont thc farther cultinltion and exertion of 
. -

Ilis talents. In a conversation which he held with Dr. Ham-
say, thirty-fire years ago, Dr. Rush observed, that as he st£'p
ped from the ship that brought him home from Europe, he 
rc!"ohed that" no circumstances of personal charms, fortul1f', 

! (,I' ('onnexions, should tcmpt him to perpetrate matrimony, 
I 
i (his own phrase,) till he had extended his studies so far that a 
i, fnmily would be no impediment to his farther progress." To , 

this resolution of sacrificing every gratification to his love 
I for learning, and his desire of making a distinguished figure 

: trimmed the midnight lamp; for thie, though young, gay, 
" elegant in person and manners, and possessed of the most in-
, 

, sinuating address, he kept aloof from all scenes of dissipation, 
enervating pleasure, and unprofitable company, however 

• 

: fashionable: and de"oted himself exclnsil'cly to the cu]tiva-

I Piety to God was an eminent trai t in the character of Dr 
I 
I R~I:-h. In all his printed WOrliS, and in all his private trans-
I 

I actions, he expressed the most profound respect and venera-

scrvations on the pulmonary consumption, he observes, "I 
, cannot conclude this inquiry without aelding, that the author 
· of it derived from his paternal ancestors a predisposition to 
, 

.: pulmonary consumpiion; and that, bctween the eighteenth 
: and forty-third year of his age, he has occasionally been uf
, flicted with many of the symptoms of that disease." which he 

has dcscribed. By the constant and faithful use of many of 
'; the remedies which he has now recommended, he now, in 
, 

; the sixty-first year of his age, enjoys nearly an uninterrupted 
I 

! exemption from pulmonary complaints. In humble ~ratitude, 
i therefore, to that Being who condescends to be called the 
• 

; 'preserver of men,' he thus publicly devotes the result of his 
i 
: experience and inquiries to the benefit of such of his fellow 
I 
I creatures as may be afflicted with the same disease, sincerely 

I 

wishing that they may be as useful to them as they have been 
to the author." 

It was not only by words, but in deeds, that he expressed 

, 
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his lcverence for the Divine character. It was his usual prac
tice to cluse the day by reading to his collected family a 
chapter in the Dible, an(1 afterwards by addresoing his Maker 
in prayer, devoutly acknowledging his goodness for favours 
rerei,'ed, and humbly imploring his continued protection and 
JJlessing. His respect for Jehovah, led him to respect hi~ 
ministers, who acted consistently with their high calling. He 
considered their office of the greatest importance to society, 
both in this world and that which is to come. He stIcngthcll
cd their hands, and was always ready and willing to promote 
and encourage arrangements for their comfortable sllpport, 
and for building churchc8, and for propagating the gospel 
In an address to ministers of every denomination, on subjects , 

after, individuals and societies would be great gainers by at- I 

tending public worship every Sunday. Rest from labour in 
the house of God winds up the machine of both soul and 
body better than any thing else, and thereby invigorates it 
for the labours and duties of the ensuing week." Dr. Rush 
made his first essay as an author, when an apprentice to Dr. 
Redman, by writing an eulogy on the Rev. Gilbert Tennent, 
who had been the friend and fellow labourer of the celebrated , 

George Whitfield, and an active, llseful, animated preat-her 
of the gospel, from 1725 till 1764. On the 27th of May, 
1809, he wrote to his cousin, Dr. Finley, to this effect: "The , 
general assembly of the presbyterian church is now in ses-
sion in Philadelphia. It is composed of mnny excellent men, 
some of whom are highly distinguished by talents and learn, I 
ing, as well as piety. I have had some pleasant visits from a 
number of them, and have been amply rewarded for my ci- I 
vilities to them, by their agreeable anll edifying conversation. 
They remind me of the happy times when their places in the I 
church were filled by your venerable Cather, and his illus
trious contemporaries and friends, Messrs. Tennent, Blair, 
Davies, and Rodgers." 

The life of Dr. Rush was terminated on the 19th of April, 
in the 68th year of his age. During his iI1ness, which was 
of but few days continuance, his hou!:1e was beset with crowds 
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of eitbwns, such was the general anxiety in respect to the life 
of this excellent man. When, at length, he died, the news 

I of !lis decease spread a deep gloom over the city, and ex
pressions of profound sympathy were received from all parts 
of the country. . 

, 

, , 

BENJAMIN FRANI{LIN. ' 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN was born at Doston, on the 17th of 
January, 17'06. His ancestors were from the county of 
Northampton, in England, where they had for many genera-

, 

tions possessed a small freehold estate, near the village of 
I Eaton. During the persecutions in the reign of Charles II., 

against the puritans, the father of Benjamin, who was of 
that persuasion, emigrated to America, and settling in Bos-

• 
ton. had recourse for a livelihood to the business of a chan-• 

dIer and soap boiler. His mother's name was Folger. She, 
, 

was a native of Boston, and belonged to a respectable family 
At an early age, young Franklin discovered, as his parents 

thought, a more t11al,1 ordinary genius; and they resolved t.o 
, 

give him an education, with reference to the profession of a 
clergyman. Accordingly, he was placed at a grammar school, 
where he soon attained the reputation of a lad of industrious 
habits, and respectable genius. 

His parents, 11Owever, at the expiration of a year, found 
that their s1ender revenues would not admit of the expense of 
col1egiate instruction. He was, tllerefore, soon after taken 
home to pro~ecute the business of his father. In this occu
pation he was employed for two years, but it was ill adapted 
to his constitution, and he felt unwilling to continue cutting 

• 

wicks for candles, filling moulds, and running of errands. He 
became uneasy, and. at length resolved to embark on a sea
faring life. To such a proposition, however, his parents 
strongly objected, as they had already lost a son at sea. He 
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• 11 
I 
• 

I 
I was permittelI, how('n~r, to change his business, and allowed 

to chuose an occupation which \\T:lS l11;)re congenial to his in
clinatio)Js. 

I 

: I , , 

: I 
. I 

His fondness for books had, from an early age, been singu
iady great. lIe read e\"ery thing within his reach. His fa
ther's library was itself scanty, being· confined to a few such 
\,'orks as Defoe's Essay upon Projects, Mather's Essay on I, 

duing Good, and tIit: Lires of Plutarch. These he perused /1 

with great attention, and they appear to have exercised a fa- i, 
I 

vourable illfluence on his mind. His love of books was fre- I , 
qnently noticed hy his father, who, at length, proposed to I 
hind him as an apprentice to an elder brother, who was at I! 

, , 
that time a printer of a newspaper in Boston. He was ac- ;1 

, I 

cOl'dingly thus sitnatcu, in the year 1717, when he was scarce i: , 
Iy twelve years (If age. He soon became a proficient in the ;! 
mechanical part of the business, and seized every opportuni- it 

J 'I ty for reading books that he coul borrow from his acquaint- 'i 
, , 

ance, in which employment he spent the greater part of his i! 
Ii 

nights. He soon beg-an to indulge himself in writing ballads :1 

and other poetical pieces; but., it is said, inat his father spee- !i 
diiy satisfied him that this was not the species of composition I) 
in which he coulU. excel. His next efforts were directed to :1 

; I 
prose composition, in which his success is well known, and :1 

duly appreciateu. \Vith a passion for reauing and writing, :: 
he imbibCd a kinured one for disputation; and adopting the ;: 

, I 

Sorratic method, he became dexterous in confuting and con- ii 

course gave him a sceptical turn with regard to religion, and Ji 

while he was young he took every opportunity of propagating ii 
, ' 

his tenets, and with the ordinary zeal of a new convert. He :: 
, , , 

was, however, soon eonvinced, by the efi'ect produced on ;i 
i I some of his companions, that it was extremely dangerous to :: 
II 

loosen the ties of religion, without the probability of substi- :! , 
tllting other principles equally efiicacious. The doubts :1 

: I 
which subsisted in his own minu, he was never able to re- !: 
move; but he was not deficient in fortifying himself with (! , ' 

ends, by honourable means. By habits uf self-denial, early I 
, 

• 
• 
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farmeu, he obtained a complete ,lominion over his appetites, 
so tllat, at the age of sixteen, he readily discarded animal 
fO(Hl, frdll1 tllC conviction produced in his mind by peru:;illg a 
\nHk on the subject, that he shoulu elljoy a more \'igorolls 
state of health without it. H(~ now' offereu his brother to 
maintain himself, for half the sum paiu for his board; and 
ercn with this he was able to make savings to purchase what 
books he wanted. In his brother, he found a harsh master, 

i: and Benjamin felt indignant at the treatment which he ex
: pericnced from him in the way of business. His brother had 
: established a newspaper, in which the apprentice contrive,} 
I. to insert some papers and essays anonymously. These were 
• 
I 

• 

• • 

• 
• 
I 
• 
I , 
• , , 
• , 
• • 

• 
• 

: 
i , , 
• , 
• 

" I 
• • 
• • • 
• , 
! 
• 
• 
• 
• I • 
! j 
• 

I 
• 
I 

I ~ 
• , . 
• • • • • 

I , 
I 
• , 
I , 
I i 
I ; 
I ! 
I I 

II 
I 

I 
I 

• 

read and highly commended by people of the best judgment 
and taste in the town. The young man began now to feel 
his importance, which was still more impressed on him by 

• 

haring' the paper published in his own name, that of his 
brother, for some political offence, hadng been interdicted 
by the state. 

On the release of his brother, who had for some time been 
imprisoned for the above political offence, Franklin was treat
ed by him with so much severity, that at length he determin
ed to leave him. His indentures hadng before this been can
celled, he secretly went on board of a vessel, bound to N ew-
York, in which he took passage for that city. After a few 
days spent in New-York, having sought in vain to procure 
!:HJsiness, he proceeded on foot to Philadelphia, where he 
at length arrived, fatigued and destitute of all means of sup
port. He was now but seventeen years of age, at the dis
tance of four hundred miles from home, nearly pennyless, 
without employment, without a coun:5ellor, and unacquainted 
with a single person in the city. 

The day fonowing his arri\'al he \"anrlcred through the 
streets of Philadelphia with an appearance little :;hort of a 
beggar. His pockets were distended by his clothes, which 
were crowded into them; and provided with a roll of bread 
under each arm, he proceeded through the principal streets 
of the city. His uncouth appearance attracted the notice of 
several of the citizens, and among others of a Miss Reed, 
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who afterwards became his wife, and by whom, as he passed 
along, he was thought to present a very awkward and ridicu
lous appearance. 

There were at this time but two printing offices in Phila
delphia. Fortunately, in one of these he found employment 
as compositor. His conduct was very becoming; he was at
tentive to business, and economical in his expenses. His 
fidelity not only commended him to his master, but was no~ 
Heed by several respectable citizens, who promised him their 
patronage and support. 

Among others, who took much notice of him, was Sir Wil
liam Keith, at that time governor of the province. The go
vernor having become acquainted with the history of his re~ 

cent adventures, professed a deep interest in his welfare, and 
at le.·ngth proposed that he should commence business on his 
own account; at the same time, promising to aid him with 
his influence and that .of his friends, and to give him the 
printing of the government. :Moreover, the governor urged 
him to return to Boston, to solicit the concurrence and as
sistance of his father. At the same time, he gave him a let
ter to that gentleman, replete with assurances of affection, 
and promises of support to the son. 

With this object in view~ he sailed for Boston, and at 
length, after an absence of several months, he again entered 
his father's house. He was affectiona.tely received by the 
family. To his father he communicated the letter of Go
vernor Keith, which explained the object of his return. His 
father, however, judiciously advised him, on account of youth 
and inexperience, to relinquish the project of setting up a 
printing office, and wrote to this effect to his patron, Govern
or Keith. Having determined to follow the advice of his 
father, he returned to Philadelphia, and again entering the 
employment of his former master, pursued his business with 
his usual assiduous attention. . 

Governor Keith, on learning the advice and decision of 
Franklin's father, offered himself to furnish' the necessary 
materials for a printing establishment, and proposed to Frank
lin to make a voyage to England to procure them. This pr~-
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, , 

; posal Franklin readily accepted, and with gratitude to his 
, : 
!: generous benefactor, he sailed for England in 1725, accom 
:; panied by his friend Ralph, one of his literary associates In 

, Philade:Jphia. 
" Before his departure, he exchanged promises of fidelity , ' 
i' with Miss Reed of Philadelphia, with whose father he had 
I: lo(lged. Upon his arrival in London, Mr. Franklin found .. 
Ii that Governor Reith, upon whose letters of credit and re-
i: commendation he relied, had entirely deceived him. He 
I, was now obliged to work as a journeyman printer, and ob
i 
! tained employment in an office in Bartholomew-close. His 

friend Ralph did not so readily find the means of subsist
: ence, and was a constant drain upon the earnings of Frank-
, , 

I Jin. In that great city, the morals of the young travellers 
i' were not much improved; Ralph forgot, or acted as if he , 
I, had forgotten, l~at !1C had a lrife and child across the Atlan-, ' 
i' tic j and Franklin was equally forgetful of his promises anti 
I ' i, engagements to Miss Reed. About this period he published, 
, 

i "A Dissertation on Liberty and Necessity, Pleasure and 
I Pain," dcclicated to Ralph, and intended as an answer to 
: !: ,y ollaston's "Religion of N uture." This piece gained for 

him some degr-ee of reputation, and introduced him to the 
I acquaintance of Dr. Mandeville, author of the" Fable of the , 

, Bees," and some other literary characters Franklin was 
\ 
i always temperate and industrious, and his habits in this 
, 

! respect were eventually the means of securing his morals, 
I Ii as well as of raising his fortune. In the interesting account 
I \vhich he has left of his own life, is a narrative of the method 

which he took in reforming the sottish habits of his fellow
workmen in the second printing office in which he was I 

I 

, 

engaged 'in LondoJ,l, and which was situated in the neighbour-
hood of Lincoln's-inn-fields. He tried to persuade them 
that there was more real sustenance in a penny roll, than in a 
pint of porter; at first, the plan of economy which he pro
posed was treated with contempt or ridicule; but in the end 
he was able to induce several of them to substitute a warm 

• 

and nourishing breakfast, in the place of stimulating liquors. 
Having resid.ed about a year and a half in London, he 
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concerted a scheme with an acqunintance, to make the tour 
of Europe. At this juncture, however, he fell in company 
with a merr,antile friend, who was about returning horne to 
Philadelphia, and who now persuaded Franklin to abandon I 
his project of an ea!'tern tour, and to enter his service in the 
capacity of a clerk. On the 22d of July, 1728, they set sail 
for Philadelphia, where they arrived the 11 th of October. i 

The prospects of Franklin were now brighter. He was 
attached to his new adopted profession, and by his assiduous 
attention to business gained the confidence of his employer 
50 much, that he was about to be commissioned as supercargo 
to the 'Vest Indies, when of a sudden his patron died, by 
which, not only his fair prospects were blighted, but he was 
once more thrown out of all employment. 

He had, however, one resource, and that was a return to 
the business of printing, in the sf'rvice of his. former master. 
At length, he became superintendant of the printing office 
where he worked, and findin~: himself able to manage the I 
concern with some skill and profit, he resohred to embark i~ 
business for himself. He entered into partnership with a 
ft:·llow-worhman, namN] Meredith, whose friends were ena
bled to furnish a supply of money suillcient for the concern, 
which was no doubt very small; for Franklin has recorded 
the high degree of pleasure, which he experienced from a 
payment of five shillings only, the first fruits of their earn
ings. "The recollection," says this noble spirited man, 
"of what I felt on this occasion, has rendered me more dis
posed, than perhaps I might otherwise have been, to encour- I 
age yOUIig beginners in trade." His habitual industry and 
undeviating punctuality, obtainoo him the notice and business 
of the principal people in the place. He instituted a club 

• 

under the name of " the Junto," for the purpose of the dis-
cussion of political and philosophical questions, which proved 
an excellent school for the mutual improvement of its several 
members. The test proposed to every candidate, before his 
aumission, was this; "Do you sincerely declare that you 
love mankind in general, of what profession or religion 50-

fl'cr? Do you think any person ought to be harmed in bis 
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bouy, name, or goods, for mere speculati\'e opinions, or his 
, external way of worship? Do you love truth for trut.h's shkc; 
I and will you cndeavour impart.ially to filld ami n:ceirc it 
I 
~ yourself, and communicatc it to others." ::\Tr. Franklin and 
• 

: his partner ventured to set up a ncw public paper, whkh his 
I own efforts as writer amI printer caused to succeed, and they 
I i obtaineu likewise the printing of the \'utes and laws of the 
• 

I , 
, 
1 
• 
• 

assembly. In process of time, ::\Icrcdith withdrew from the 
partnership, and Franklin met with friemls, who enabled him 
to undertake the whole COllcern in his own name, aUlI adu to 

: it the business of a stationer. 
I 
: In 1730, he married the lauy to whom he was engageu be· 
1 

! fore his ueparture for England. During his absence he fur· 
1 

: got his promises to her, anu on his return to Amel"ica, he 
found her the wife of another man. Although a woman of 

I many virtues, she sum~rcd from the unkindness of her hus· 
band, who, fortunately for her, Ii\'Cd but a short time. Not 
long after his death, Franklin again visitcd her, soon after 
which they werc married, and for many years Ii \'ed in the 
full enjoyment of connubial peace anu harmony. 

In 1732, he began to publish "Poor Richaru's Almanac," 
a work which was cuntinued fur twcnty·five years, and which, 
besides answering the purposes of a calenuar, contained 
many excellent prudential maxims, which were of great 
utility to that class of the community, who by their poverty 
or laborious occupations, were deprived of the advantages 
of education. Ten thousand copies of this almanac are 
said to have been published every year, in America. The 
maxims contained ill it, were from time to time republished 
both in Great Britain, and on the continent. 

The political course of Franklin began in the year 1736, when 
he was appointed clerk to the general assembly of Pennsyl
vania; an office which he held for se\'eral years, until he was, 
at length, elected a representati \'e. During the same year, 
he assisted in the establishment of the American Philosophi. 
cal Society, and of a college, which now exists under the title 
of the University of Pennsylvania. In the following year he 
was appuinted to the valuable office of pust-master of Phila-
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delphia. In 1738 he improved the po1ice of the city, in re. 
spect to the dreadful calamity of fire, by forming a society 
called a fire company, to which was afterwards added an as-
surance office, against losscs by fire. . 

In 1742 he publiHhed his treatise upon the improvement 
of chimnies, and at the same time contrived a stove, which 
is in extensive use at the present day. 

In the French war of 1744, he propos cd a plan of volun
tary association for the defence of the country. This was 
shortly joined by ten thousand persons, who were trained to 
the use and exercise of arms. Franklin was chosen colonel 
of the Phiiadelphia regiment, but he refused the honour in 
favour of one, whom he supposed to be more competent to II 
the discharge of its duties. 

During the same year he was elected a member of the pro
vincial assembly, in which body he soon became very popu
lar, and was annually re-elected by his fellow-citizens for the 
space of ten years. 

About this time, the attention of Mr. Franklin was parti
cularly turned to philosophical subjects. In 1747, he had 
witnessed at Boston, some experiments on electricity, which 
excited his curiosity, and which he repeated on his return 
to Philadelphia, with great success. These experiments led I 
to important discoveries, an account of which was transmit
ted to England, and attracted great attention throughout all 
Europe. 

In the year 1749 he conceived the idea of explaining the 
phenomena of thunder gusts, and of the aurora borealis, upon I 
electrical principles; he pointed out many particulars, in 
which lightning and electricity agreed, and he adduced many 
facts and reasonings in support of his positions. In the same 
year, he thought of ascertaining the truth of his doctrine by 
drawing down the forked lightning, by means of sharp 
pointed iron rods, raised into the region of the clouds. Ad
mitting the identity of lightning and electricity, and knowing 
~he power of points in conducting away silently the electric 
fluid, he suggested the idea of securing houses, ships, &c. 
from the damages to which they were liable from lightning, 

• 50 II 
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by erecting pointed iron rods, which should rise some feet 
above the most elevated part, and descend some feet into the 
ground, or the water. The effect of these, he concluded, 
would be either to prevent a stroke, by repelling the cloud 
beyond the striking uistance, or by drawing otT the electrical 
fluid, which it contained; or at least, conduct the stroke to 
the earth, without any injury to the building. It. was not till 
the summer of 1752, that Mr. Franklin was enabled to com
plete his grand experiment. The plan which he proposed . 
wus, to erect on some high tower, or elevated place, a sort of 
nut, from which should rise a pointed iron rod, insulated by 
being fixed in a cuke of resin. Electrified clouds passing 
over this, would, he concei vcd, impart to it a portion of their 
electricity, which might be rendered evident to the senses by 
sparks being emitted, when the knucIde or other conductor 
,ras presented to it. 'Vhile he was waiting for the erection 
of a spire, it occurred to him, that he might have more ready 
access to the region of clouds by means of a common kite; 
he accordingly prepared one for the purpose, affixing to the 
upright stick an iron point. The string was as usual, of 
hemp, except the lower cnd, which was silk, and where the 
hempen part terminated, a key was fastened. With this sim
ple apparatus, on the appearance of a thunder storm approach
ing, he went into the fields, accompanied by his son, to whom 
alone he communicated his intentions, dreading probably the 
ridicule which frequently awaits unsuccessful attempts in ex
perimental philosophy. For some time no sign of electricity 
appeared; he was beginning to despair of success, when he 
suddenly observed the loose fibres of the string to start for
ward in an erect position, He now presented his knuckle to 
the key, and received a strong spark. How exquisite must 

"his sensations have been at this moment? On this experiment 
depended the fate of his theory; repeated sparks were drawn 
from the key, a phial was charged, a shock given, and all the 
experiments made, which are usually performed with electri
city. He immediately fixed an insulated iron rod upon his 
house, which drew down the lightning, and gave him an op
portunity of examining whether it wer~ positive or negative 

23·* 
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and hence he applied his di.3covery to the securing of build
ings from the effects of lightning. 

It wiII be impossible to enumerate all, or even a small part 
of the experiments which were made by Dr. Franldin, or to 
give an account of the treatises which he wrote on the 
branches of science. Justice requires us to say, that he sel
dom wrote, or discoursed on any subject, upon which he clid 
not throw light. Few men possessed a more penetrating 
genius, or a happier faculty of discrimination. His investiga
tions attracted the attention, and his discoveries called forth the 
admiration of the learned in all parts of the world. Jealousy 
was at length excited in Europe, and attempts were made,. 
not only to detract from his well earned fame, but to rob him 
of the merit of originality. Others claimed the honour of 
having first made several of his most brilliant experiments, or 
attempted to invalidate the truth and reality of those, an ac
count of which he had published to the 'world. The good 
sense of Dr. Franklin led him to oppose his adversaries only 
by silence, leaving the vindication of his merit to the slow, but 
sure operations of time. 

In 1753 he was raised to the important office of deputy 
post master general of America. Through ill management, 
this office had been unproductive: but soon after the appoint
ment of Franklin, it became a source of revenue to the British 
crown. In this station, he rendered important services to 
General Braddock, in his wild and fatal expedition against 
fort Du Quesne. When, at length, Braddock was defeated, 
and the whole frontier was exposed to the incursions of the 
savages and the French, Franklin raised a company of volun
teers, at the head of which he marched to the protection of 
the frontier. 

At length, in 1757, the militia was disbanded by order or 
the British government, soon after which Franklin was ap
pointed agent to settle the disputes which had arisen between 
the people of Pennsylvania, and the proprietary government. 
With this object in view, he left his native country once more 
for England. On his arrival, he laid the subject before the 
privy council. The point in dispute was occasioned by an 
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effort of the proprietors to exempt their private estates from 
taxation; and because this exemption was not admitted, they 
refused to make appropriations for the defence of the pro
vince, even in times of the greatest danger and necessity. 
Franklin managed the subject with great ability, and at length 
brought the proprietary faction to terms. It was agreed, 
tlmt the proprietary lands should take their share in a tax for 
the public service, provided t.hat Franklin would engage that 
the assessment should be fairly proportioned. The measure 
was accordingly carried into eficct, and he remained at 

I the British court as agent for his province. His reputation 
caused him also to be entrusted with the like commis::;ion 
from Massachusetts, Maryland, and Georgia. The molesta
tion received by the British colonies, from the French in 
Canada, induced him to write a pamphlet, pointing out the 
atlrantages of a conquest of that province by the English; and 
the subsequent expedition against it, and its retention under 
the British government, at the peace, were, it is believed, 
much influenced by the force of his arguments on tIle subject. 
About this period, his talents as a philosopher were duly 
appreciated in various parts of EuroFe. He was admitted a 

tor of laws was conferred upon him at St. Andrews, Edin
l 

burgh, and at Oxford. 
In 1762 he returned to America. On his arrival the pro

vincial assembly of Pennsylvania expressed their sense of his 
meritorious services by a vote of thanks; and as a remune
ration for his successful labours in their behalf, they granted 
him the sum of five thousand dollars. During his absence" he 
had annually been elected a member of the assembly, in 
which body he now took his seat. The following year he 
made a journey of sixteen hundred miles, through the nor
thern colonies, for the purpose of inspecting and regulating 
the post offices. 

In 1764, he was again appointed the agent of Pennsylvania, 
to manage her concerns in England, in which country he ar
rived in the month of December. About this period the 
famous stamp act was exciting violent commotions in America.. 

. 
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Against this measure, Dr. Franklin strongly enlistcd himself, 
and on Ins arrival in England, he presented a petition against 
it, which, at his suggestion, hall been drawn up by the Penn
sylvania assembly. At length the tumults in America hecufi1e 
so great, that the ministry found it necessary either to modify 
the act, or to repeal it entirely. Among others, Dr. Franklin 
was sUrQ,moned before the house of commons, where he un
derwent a long examination. " No person was bcttcr ac
quainted with the circumstances and internal concerns of the 
colonies, the temper and disposition of the colonists towards 
the parent country, or their feelings in relation to the laic 
measures of parliament, than this gentleman. His answers 
to the numerous questions put to him in the course of 
this inquiry, not only show his cxtensi\'e acquaintance with 
the internal state of the co.lonies, but evince his sagacity as a 
statesmen. To the question, whether the Americans would II 
submit to pay the stamp duty if the act were modified, and 
the duty reduced to a small amount? He answered, no, they 
never will submit to it. lldtish statesmen were extremely , 

• 

dcsif() l ls that the colonial assemblies shoul,1 acknowledge the 
right of parliament to tax them, and rescind and erase from 
their journals their resolutions on this subject. To a ques
tion, whether the American assemblic8 would do this, Dl. 
Franklin answered, 'they never will do it, unless compelled 
by force of arms.' " 

The whole of this examination on being published was 
read with deep interest, both in England and America. To 
the statements of Dr. Franklin, the repeal of the stamp act 
was, no doubt, in a great measure, attributable. 

In the year 1166, and 1161, he made an excursion to Hol
land, Germany, and France, where he met with a most flat
tering and distinguished rec~ption. To the monarch of the 
latter country, Louis XV., he was introduced, and also to 
other members of the royal family, by whom, as well as by 
the nobility and gentry at court, he was treated with great 
hospitality and courtesy. About this time, he was elected a 
member of the French Academy of Science~, snd received 

• 
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diplomas from sevcrnl other literary societies in England, 
nnd on the continellt. 

AIl\1~j()n has already been made, in our introduction, to the 
discoycry and publicatiull, in Iii:!, of ccrtain letters of Go
rcrnor Hutchinsoll, uddrcssed by that gentleman to his 
fricllds in Englund, and whieh reflected in the severest mall-
11<'1" upon the people of America. Thrse letters had fallen 
illto the hands of Dr. Franklin, and by him had been trans
mitted to America, where they were at lcngth inserted in the 
pllblic journals. For a time, llU one in England knew 
through wbat channel the letters had been COllycyctl to 
America. In 1773, Franklin pubJicly avowed himself to be 
lllr pcrson wllO obtained the letters and transmitted them to 
Amrrica. This occasioned a violent clamour against him, 
and upon his attending before the privy council, in the [oj. 

lowing January, to present a petition from the colouyof 
)Iassachusetts, for the dismission of Mr. Hutchinson, a most 
violent invective was pronounced against him, by Mr. '''ed
dcburne, afterwards Lord Loughborough. Among other 
abusive epithets, the honourable member called Franklin a 
coward, a murderer, and a thief. During the whole of this 
torrent of abuse, Franklin sat with a composed and unuverted 
aspect, or, to use his own expression, in relation to himself 
on another occasion, "as if his countenant~f- had been made 
of wood." During this personal and public insult, the whole 
assembly appeared greatly amused, at the expense of Dr. 
Franklin. The president even laughed aloud. There was a 
single person present, however, Lord North, who, to his 
honour be it recorded, expressed great disapprobation of the 
illl.leccnt conduct of the assembly. The intended insult, 
however, was entirely lost. The dignity and composure of 
Franklin caused a sad disappointment among his enemies, 
who were reluctantly compelled to acknowledge the superi
ority of his character. Their animosity t howe.ver, was not 
to bp, appeased, but by doing Franklin the greatest injury 
within their power. They removed him from the offir.e of 
deputy post master general, interrupted the payment of his 
salary as agent for the colonies, and finally instituted 
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against him a tiuit ill chancery concerning the letters IJf 
If lItchinson. 
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I 
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At lcngth, fin!ling all his efforts to restore harmony be
tween Great Britain and the colonies useless; and perceiv
ing that the controversy had reached a crisis, when his pre
sence in England was no longer necessary, and his continu
ance personally hazardous, he embarked for America, where 
he arrived in 1775, just after the commencement of hostilities. 
He was received with every mark of esteem and affection. 
He was immediately elected a delegate to the general con· 
gress, in which body he did as much, perhaps, as any otllff 

I I 
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man. to accomplish the inuependence uf his country. 
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In 1776, he was deputed by congress to proceed to Canada, 
to negociate with the people of that country, and to persl\ade 
them, if possible, to throw off the British yoke; but the !n
habitants of Canaua had been so much disgusted with the zeal 
of the people of New-Englund, who had burnt some of their 
chapels, that they refused to listen to the proposals made to 
them hy Dr. Franklin and his associates. On the arrival of 
Lord Howe in America in 1776, he entered upon a correspon
dence with him on the subject of reconciliation. He was 
afterwards appointed, with two othcrs, to wait upon the Eng
lish commissioners, and learn the extent of their powers; 
but as these on1y went to the granting of pardon upon sub
mission, he joined his colleagues in consiuering them as in· 
suflicient. Dr. Franklin was decidedly in favour of a uecla 
ration of inucpendence; and was appoillted president of the 
convention assembled for the purpose of establishing a new 
government for the siate of Pennsylvania. 'Vhcn it was 
detcrmined by congress to open a public negociatiol1 with 
France, he was commissioneu to visit that country, with 
which he negotiated the treaty of alliance, offensive and de- ' 
fensive, which produced an immediate war between England i 

and France. Dr. Franklin was one of the commissioners ' 
who, on the part of the Unite!l States, signed the provincial I 
articles of peace in 1782, and the definitive treaty in the fol
lowing year. Befure he \('ft ElIiOP<', he eoncluded a treaty 
with Sweden and Prussia. By !hc law'r, he obtained several 
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most libera1 and humane stipu1atinns in favour of the free
dom of commerce, and the security of private property 
during war, in conformity to those principles which he had 
crcr maintained on these subjects. Having seen the ac~om
pli:;hment of his wishes in the independence of his country, 
hc requcsted to be recalled, and after repeated solicitations, 
Mr. Jefferson was appointed in his stead. On the arrival of 

· , 
I hi:; successor, he repaired to Havre de Grace, and crossing 
, 

:: the English channel, landed at Newport in the Isle of 'Vight, 

, 

, 

whence, after a favourable passage, he arrived safe at Phila
delphia, in September, 1785. 

The news of his arrival, was received with great joy by 
tIle citizens. A vast multitude flocked from all parts to see 
him, and amidst the ringing of bells, the discharge of artillery, 

1 the acclamations of thousands, conducted him in triumph to 
, 

I, his own house. In a few days, he ' ... ·as visited by the mem-
, . , 

i' bers of congress, and the principal inhabitants of Philadcl-
, phin. From numerous societies and asst'nl blies he rccei ved 

, , 

~ tIle most atTectionate addn~sses. All testified their joy at his 
, 
~ return, and their veneration of his exalted c1lameter • 
• 

! This was a pcriod in his life pf which he often spoke with 
, I 

:i peculiar pleasure. "I am now," said }l('," in the bosom of 
I ii my family, and find four new little prattlers, who cling about 
Ii the knees of their grand papa, and afford me great pleasure. 
I : 
I I am surrounded by my friends, and have an affectionate 
: good daughter and son-in-law to tali:e care of me. I have 

Ii got into my niche, a very good house, which I built twenty-
I 

Ii four years ago, and out of which I have been ever since kept 
il by foreign employments." 
1/ The domestic tranquillity in which he now found himself, 
Ii he was not permitted long to enjoy, being appointed presi
!i dent of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, an office which 

• , 

he heJd for three years, and the duties of which he discharged 
I very acce.ptably to his constituents. Of the federal conven 

, 

• 

tion of 1787, for organiziJlg the constitution of the United 
States, he was elected a delegate, and in the intricate discus
sions which arose on different parts of that instrument, he 
bore a d\stinguished part. 

• 
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In 1788, he withdrew from public life, his great age ren 
dering retirement desirable, amI the infirmities of his body 
unfitting him for the burdens of public office. On the 17th 
of April, 1790, in the eighty-fourth year of his age, he ex
pired, in the city of Philadelphia. He was interred on the 
21st of April. Congress directed a general mourning for 
him, throughout the United States, for the space of a month. 
The national assembly of France testified their sense of the 
loss which the world sustained, by decreeing that each mem
ber should wear mourning for three days. This was an ho
nour perha.ps never before paid by the national assembly of I 
one country, to a citizen of another. Dr. Franklin lies bu
ried in the northwest corner of Christ Church yard, in Phila
delphia. In his will he directed that no monumental orna
ments should be placed upon his tomb. A small marble 
slab only, therefore, and thut, too, on a level with the sur· 
face of the earth, bearing the name of himself and wife, and 

• 

the year of his death, marks the spot in the yard where he 
lics. 

Dr. Franklin had two children, a son and a daughter. The 
son, under the British government, was appointed governor I' 
of N ew-J ersey. On the occurrence of the revolution, he left 'I 
America, and took up his residence in England, where he 
spent the remainder of his life. The daughter was respecta
bly married in Philadel phia, to Mr. William Bache, whose 
dC:'lcendants still reside in that city. I 

In stature, Dr. Franklin was above the middle size. He II 
ill possessed a healthy constitution, and was remarkable for his , 

strength and activity. His countenance indicated a serene 
state of mind, great depth ·of thought, and an inflexible re
solution. 

In his intercourse with mankind, he was uncommonly 
agr~eab]e. In conversation, he abounded in curious and in· 
teresting. anecdote. A vein of good humour marked his con· 
versation, and strongly recommended him to both old and 
youngt 1(.1 the learned and illiterate. 

As a philosopher, he justly ranks high. In his specula
tions, he seldom lost sight of common sense, or yielded up 

• 

• 

I 
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his understanding either to enthusiasm or authority. He 
, contributed, in no small degree, to the extension of science, 

appears to have entertained, at some periods of his life, opi
nions which were in many respects peculiar, lind which pro
bably lVere not founded upon a sound philosophy. The fol
lowing experiment, which he made some years after his fa-

I 

ther's death, and after an absence of several years, to ascer-
tain whether his mother would know him, will be thought at 
least curious and interesting. It was his conjecture, if not a 
weB settled opinion, that a motber might, by a kind of in
stinct or natural affection, recognize her children, even al
though she had lost tbe recollection of their particular fea
tures. It was on a visit to his native town of Boston, after 

, an absence of many years, that this curious incident oc
curred. 

" To discover the existence of this instinct by actual ex
: periment," says an unknown writer, to whom we are indebt

ed for tbe story, and upon whose responsibility we give it to 
I 

our readers, " the Doctor resolved to introduce himself as a 
stranger to his mother, and to watch narrowly for the mo
ment in which she shr.·dd disco vel' berson, and then to de-

I termine, with the cool precision ,of the philosopher, whether 
that disc~very was the effect of that instinct of affection, that 
intuitive love, that innate attachment, which is conjectured 
to cement relatives of the same blooa; and whi~h, by ac
cording the passions of parent and child, like a well-tuned 
viol, would, . at the first touch, cause them to vibrate in uni
son, and at once evince that they were difierent chords of the 

I 
same instrument. 

" On a sullen, chilly day, in, the month of January, in the 
afternoon, the Doctor knocked at his mother's door, and 
asked to speak with Mrs. Franklin. He found the old lady 
knitting before the parlour fire. He introduced himself, .and 
observing, that he understood she entertained travellers, re
quested a night's lodging. She eyed him with that cold look 
of disapprobation which most people assume, when they ima
gine themselves insulted, by being supposed to exercise an 

24 
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employment but one degree below their real occupation in 
life assured him that he had been misinformed, that she did 
not keep tavern; but that it was true, to oblige some mem
bers of the legislature, she took a number of them into her 
family during the session; that she had four members of tne 
council, and six of the house of representatives, who then 
boarded with her; that all her beds were full; and then be
took herself to her knitting, with that intense application, 
which expressed, as forcibly as action could do, if you have 
concluded your business, the sooner you leave the house the 
better. But upon the Doct.or's wrapping his coat around him, 
affecting to shiver with cold, and observing that it was very 

- chilly weather, she pointed to a chair, and gave him leave to 
warm himself. 

" The entrance of her boarders precluded all further con
versation; coffeewassoon served, and theDoctor partook with 
the family. To the coffee, according to the good old custom 
of the times, succeeded a plate of pippins, pipes, and a paper 
of l\'l'Intire's best, when the whole family formed a cheerful 
smoking semi-circle before the fire. Perhaps no man ever 
possessed colloquial powers to a more fascinating degree, 
than Dr. Franklin, and never was there an occasion when he 
displayed those powers to greater advantage, than at this 
time .. He drew the attention of the company, br the solidity 
of his modest remarks, instructing them by the varied, new, 
and striking lights in which he placed his subjects, and de
lighted them with apt and amusing anecdotes. Thus employ
ed, the hours passed merrily along, until eight o'clock, when, 

• 

punctual to a moment, Mrs. Franklin announced supper. 
Busied with her hous~hold affairs, she fancied the intruding 
stranger had quitted the house, immediately after coffee, and 

• 
it was with difficulty she could restrain her resen~ment, when 
she saw him, without molestation, seat himself at the table 
with the freedom of a member of the family. 

" Immediately after supper, she called an elderly gentle
man, a member of the council, in whom she was accustomed 
to confide, to another room; complained bitterly of the rude 
ness of the stranger; told the marJner of his introduc.tion tC' 

• 
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her house; observed that he appeared like an outlanuish 
man j and, she thought, had something very suspicious in 
his appearance; concluding by soliciting her fricnd's advice 
with rcspect to the way in which she could most easily rid 
herself of his presence. The old gentleman assured her, 

! that the stranger was certainly a young man of education, and 
I to all appearance a gentleman; that, perhaps, being in agrcea
i ble company, he had paid no attention to the lateness of the 
! hour; and advised her to call him aside, and repeat her ina-
, 

oility to lodge him. She accordingly sent her maid to him, 
I 
I Ilnd then, with as much temper as she coulll command, reca-
: pitulated the situation of her family, observed that it grew 
, 
! Jate, and mildly intimated that he woulJ do well to seek him-
! self a lodging. The DoctOl' replied, that he would by no 
, 

i means incommode her family;' but that, with her leave, he 
I 
I would smoke one pipe more with her boarders, amI then 

• retire. 
I "He returned to the company, filled his pipe, and with, 
i the first whiff his powers returned with double force. He ~ 

recounted the hardships, he extolled the piety and policy of 
their ancestors. A gentleman present mentioned the suhject 
of the day's debate in the house of representatives. A bill 
had been introduced to extend the prerogatives of the royal 
governor. The Doctor immediately entered upon the sub-

guments; was familiar with the names of the influential men 
in the house, when Dudley was governor; recited their 
speeches, and applauded the noble defence of the charter 

I ; of righ ts. 
"During a discourse so appropriately interesting to the 

company, no wonder the clock struck eleven, unperceiv
ed by the delighted circle; and was it wonderful that the 
patience of Mrs. Franklin grew quite exhausted 1 She now 
entered the room, and, before the wbole company, with much 
warmth, addressed the Doctor; told him plainly, she thought 
herself imposed 011; observed, it was true she was a lone 

. woman, but that she had friends who would protect her, and 
concluded by insisting on his leaving the house. The DoC. 

-o· -



FENNSYLVANIA DEI.EGATION. 

tor made a slight apology, deliberately put on his great coat 
and hat, took polite leave of the company, and approached 
the street door, lighted by the maid, and attended by the mis
tress. \Vhile the Doctor and his companions had been en
joying themselves within, a most tremendous snow storm had, 
without, filled the streets knee deep; anel no eooner had the 
maid lifted the latch, than a roaring northeaster forced open 
the door, extinguished the light, and almost filled the entry 
with drifted snow and hail. As soon as it was re-lighted, the 
Doctor cast a wofullook towards the door, and thus address
ed his mother: 'My dear madam, can you turn me out in 
this dreadful storm? I am a stranger in this town, and shall 
certainly perish in the streets. You look like a charitable 
lady; I shouldn't think you could turn a dog from yuur 
door, in this tempestuous night.' 'Don't tell me of charity,' 
said the offended matron; 'charity begins at home. It is 
your own fault you tarried so long. To be plain with you, 
sir, I do not like your looks, or your conduct; and I fear 
you have some bad designs in thus introducing yourself to my 
family.' 

" The warmth of this parley had drawn the company from 
the parlour, and by their united interference the stranger 
was permitted to lodge in the house; and as no bed could 
be had, he consented to rest on an easy chair before the par
lour fire. Although the boarders appeared to confide, per
fectly, in the stranger's honesty, it was not so with Mrs. 
Franklin. With suspicious caution, she collected her silver 
spoons, pepper-box, and porringer, from her closet; and, 
after securing her parlour door, by sticking a fork over the 
latch, ca.rri.ed the plate to her chamber; charged the negro 
man to sleep with his clothes on, to take the great lever to 
bed with him, and to waken and seize the vagrant at the first 
noise he made, in attempting to plunder the house. Having 
thus taken every .precaution, she retired to her bed with her 
maid, whom she compelled to sleep in her room. 

"Mrs. Franklin rose before the sun, roused her domestics, 
unfastened the parlour door with timid caution~ and was 

• 

agr.eeably surprised to find her guest sleeping on his own 
• 

• 
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chair. A sudden transition from extreme distrust to perfect 
confidence, was natural. She awakened him with a cheerful 
good morning; inquired how he rested; indted him to par
take of her breakfast, which was always served previous to 
that of her boarders. 'And pray, sir,' saill the lally, as :5he 
sipped her chocolate, 'as you appear to be a stranger here, 
to what distant country do you bclong l' 'I, madam, belong to 
the city of Philadelphia.' At the mcntion of Philadelphia, 
the Doctor declared he, for the first time, percei "ed some emo
tion in her. ' Philadelphia l' said she, and all the mother 
suffused her eye: • if you live in Philadelphia, perhaps yuu 

i know our Ben.' "Yho, madam?' "Vhy Ben Franklin my 
! Ben. Oh! he is the dearest child that ever blest a mother !' 
I "Vhat,' saill the Doctor, 'is Ben Franklin, the printer, your 

son; why he is my most intimate friend: he ancI I lodge in 
the same room.' , Oh! God forgive me,' exclaimed the old 
lady, raising her watery eyes to heaven 'anll have I suffered 
a friend of my Benny to sleep in this hard chair, while I my-
self rested on a good bed l' , 

"How the Doctor discovered himself to his mother, lle 
has not informed us; but from the above experiment, he was 
firmly convinced, and was often afterwards heard to declare, 
that natural affection did not exist." 

Few men have exhibited a more worthy conduct than clid 
Dr. Franklin, through his long life. Through every vicissi
tude of fortune, he seems to have been distinguished for his 
sobriety and temperance, for his extraordinary perseverance 
and resolution. He was not less distinguished for his veracity, 
for the constancy of his friendship, for his candour, and his 
fidelity to his moral and civil obligations. In the early part 
of his life, he acknowledged himself to have been sceptical in 
religion, but he became in maturer years, according to the tes
timony of his intimate friend, Dr. William Smith, a believer in 
divine revelation. The following extract from his memoirs, 
written by himself, deserves to be recorded! "And here let 
me with all humility acknowledge, that to Divine Providence 
I am indebted for the felicity I have hitherto enjoyed. It is 
that power alone which has furnished me with the means I 
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have employed, and that has crowned them with success 
My faith in this respect leads me to hope, though I cannot 
count upon it, that the divine goodness will still be exercised 
towards me, either by prolonging the duration of my happi-. 
ness to the close of life, or by giving me fortitude to support 
any melancholy reverse which may happen to me as well as 
to many others. My future fortune is unknown but to Him, 
in whose hand is our destiny, and who can make our very 
afflictions subservient to our benefit." 

We conclude our notice of this distinguished man and 
profound philosopher, by subjoining the following epitaph, 
which was written by himself, many years previously to his 
death: 

The body of 
BENJAMIN li'RANKLIN, PRINTER, 

Like the cover of an old book, 
its contents torn out, 

and stript of its lettering and gilding, 
lies here food for worms; 

Y ct the work itself shall not be lost, 
For it will (as he believed) appear once more 

• 
In a new 

and more beautiful edition, 
(.;orrected and amended 

by the Author • 

• 

• 

JOHN MORTON. 

• 

JOHN MORTON was pa native of Ridley, in the county of 
Chester, now Delaware. His ancestors were of Swedish ex
traction, and among the first Swedish emigrants, who loca
ted themselves on the banks of the Delaware. His fatber, 
after whom he was called, died a few months previously to his 
birth. His mother was some time after married to an Eng
lisman, who possessed a mote than ordinary education, and 
who, with great kindness, on young Morton's becoming of 
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the proper age, superintended and directed his education at 
home. Here his active mind rapidly expanded, and gave 
promise of the important part which he was destined to act 
in the subsequent history of his country. 

About the year 1764, he was commissioned as a justice of 
• the peace, and was sent as a delegate to the general assembly 

of Pennsylvania. Of this body he was for many years an 
active and distinguished member, and for some time the 
speaker of the house of representatives. The following year 
he was appointed by the house of representatives of Pennsyl
vania to attend the general congress at New-York. The 
object and proceedings of this congress are too well known to 
need a recital in this place. 

In 1766, Mr. Morton was appointed sheriff of the county 
in which he lived, an office which he continued to hold for 
the three following years, and the duties of which he dis
charged with great satisfaction to the public. Some time 
after, he was elevated to a seat on the bench, in the superior 
court of Pennsylvania. 

Of the memorable congress of 1174 he was a member, and 
continued to represent the state of Pennsylvania in the national 
assembly, through the memorable session of that body which 
gave birth. to the declaration of American Independence. 

On the occurrence of the momentous subject of independ
ence, in the continental congress, Mr. Morton unexpectedly 
founn himseif placed in a delicate and trying situation. Pre-

• 

viously to the 4th of July, the states of Delaware and Pennsyl 
vania had voted in opposition to that measure. Great doubts 
were therefore. entertained by the other members of con
gress, how the Pennsylvania and Delaware delegations would 
act. . Much was obviously depending upon them, for it was 
justly apprehended, that should these two states decline to 
accede to the measure; the result might prove most unfortu
nate. Happily, the votes of both these states were, at length, 
secured in favour of independence. But,- as the delegation· 

• 
from Pennsylvania were equally divided, it fell to Mr. Mor-
ton to give his casting vote. The responsibility which he 
thus assumed was great, and even fearful, should the measure 
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be attended by disastrous results. Mr. l\iorton, however, 
was a man of firmness and oecision, and, in the spirit of true 
patriotism, he enrolled his vote in favour of the liberty of his 
country. Considering his novel and solemn situation, he de
serves to be remembered with peculiar respect, by the free • and independent yeomanry of America. 

In the following year, he assisted in organizing a system of 
confederation, and was chairman of the committee of the 
whole, at the time it was finally agreed to, on the 15th of No
vember, 1777. During the same year, he was seized with an 
inflammatory fever, which, after a few days, ended his mor
tal existence, in the 54i,h year of his age. Mr. Morton was a i 
professor of religion, and a truly excellent man. To the I 
poor he was ever kind; and to an affectionate family, consist
ing of a wife, three sons. and five daughters, he was an affec
tionate husband and father. His only enemies were those 

• 

who would not forgive him because of his vote in [a\'our of 
independence. During his last siekness, and even on the 
verge of the eternal world, he remembered them, and re
quested those who stood round him, to tell them, that the 
hour would yet come, when it would be acknowledged, that 
his vote in favour of American independence was the most il
lustrious act of his life. 

7 7 

GEORGE CLYMER . 

GEORGE CLYl\IER was born in the city of Philadelphia, in 
the year 1739. His father was descended from a respecta
ble family of Bristol, in England; and aner his emigration 
to America became connected by marriage with a lady in 
Philadelphia. Young Clymer was left an orphan at the age 

• 
of seven years, upon which event the care of him devolved 
upon William Coleman, a maternal uncle, a gentleman of 
much respectability among the citizens of Philadelphia. 

, 
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The education of young Clymer ":las superintended hy his 
uncle, than whom few men were better qualified for sudl a 
charge. The uncle possessed a cultivated mind, alld (Oarly 
instilled into his nephcw a love of reading. On the comple
tion of his education, he entered the counting-room of his 
uncle. His genius, however, was little adapted to mercantile 
IJmployments, being morc inclined to literary and scienliJ;c 
pursuits. At a suitable period he commenced business for 
himself, in connexioll with Mr. Robert Ritchie, and afterwards 
with two gentlemen, father and son, by the name of Mcre
dhhs, a daughter of the former of whom he subsequently 
married. 

Although l\Ir. Clymer embarked in the pursuits of com
merce, and continued engaged in that business for many 
years, he was always deciuedly opposed to it. During his 
mercantile operations, he found much time to read. He 
was distinguished for a clear and original mind; and though 
he never pursued any of the learned professions, he hccame 
well versed in the principles of law, history, and politics. 

At the age of twenty-seven, he was married, as has already 
been noticed, to a daughter of Mr. Meredith, a gelHleman of 
a generous and elevated mind, as the following anecdote of 
him will show. While yet a young man, General 'Vashing
ton had occasion to visit Philadelphia, where he was an Cll

tire stranger. Happening ill at the public house where 
'Vashington lodged, Mr. Meredith observed him, inquired his 
name, and finding him to be a stranger in the place, invited 
him to the hospitalities of his house, and kindly insistcd uIJon 
his continuance with his family while he remained in the 
city. This accidental acquaintance led to a friendship of 
many years continuance, and at Mr. Meredith's, Washington 
ever after made it his home when he visited Philadelphia. 

Mr. Clymer may be said to have been by nature a repub
lican. He was, also, a firm and devoted patriot. His feel
ings were strongly enlisted, at an early age, against the arbi
traryacts of the British government. Gifted with a sort of 
prescience, he foresaw what was meditated against his coun
try, and .was re~dy to hazard every interest in support of the 

• 
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pillars of American freedom. Hence, when conciliatory 
measures with the parent countr) were found u:1avnlling, he 
was one of the foremost to adopt measures necessary for de
fence. He early accepted a captain's commission in a com- I 

pany of volunteers, raised for the defence of the prodnce, 
and manfully opposed, in 1773, the sale of tea, which WH8 

sent out by the British government for the purpose of indi
rectly levying a contribution on tIle Arncricans without their 

, 

consent. Never was a plan more artfully laid by the minis-
try of Great Britain; never was an attack upon American 
liberty more covert and insidious; and never was a defeat 
more complete and mortifying. On the arrival of the tea 
destined to Philadelphia, the citizens of that place, in a nume-

, 

rous meeting, adopted the must spirited resolutions, the ob-
ject of which was to prevent the sale of it. A committee 
was appointed, of which Mr. Clymer was chairman, to wait 
upon the consignees, and to request them not to attempt to 
sell it. This was a delicate office; the committee, 11OW

ever, fearlessly and faithfully discharged the duties of their 
appointm~nt; and not a single pound of tea was offered for 
sale in the city of Philadelphia. 

In 1775, Mr. Clvmer was chosen a member of the council 
• 

of safety, and one of tIle first continental treasurers. On the 
20th of July, of the following year, he was elected a member 
of the continental congress; and though not present when 
the vote was taken on the question of independence, he had 
the honour of affixing his signature to that instrument in the 
following month. 

In September, Mr. C1ymer was appointed to ,risit Ticon, 
deroga, ill conjunction with Mr. Stockton, to inspect the 
affairs of the northern army. In December of the same 

• 

year, congress, finding it necessary to adjourn to Baltimore, 
in consequence of the advance of the British army towards 
Philadelphia, left Mr. Clymer, Robert Morris, and George 
Walton, a committee to transact such business in that city as 
might be found necessary. 

In l'n''?', Mr. Clymer was again a member of congress. 
His duties during this session were particularly arduous. and 

. 
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owing to his unremitting exertions, he was obliged to retire 
for a season, for the recovery of his health. 

During the fall of this distressing year, the family of Mr. 
Clymer, which, at that time resided in the county of Chester 
about twenty-five miles from Philadelphia, suffered severely, 
in consequence of an att.ack by a band of British sohliers. 
The furniture of the house was destroyed, and a large stock 

I On the arri\Tal of the British in that place, they sought out 
! his residence, aUlI were proceeding to tear it down, and were 
I 

house did not belong to him. 

I During this year, 1\1r. Clymer was appointed a commis-

" 
ceed to Pictsol'fg, un the important and confidential service, 
of preserving a good understanding with several indian tribes 
in that country, and particularly to enlist warriors from the 
Shawanese and Delaware indians into the service of the 
United States. During his residence at Pittsburg, he nar
rowly escaped death from tne tomahawk of the enemy, 
having, in an excursion to visit a friend, accidentally and for
tunately taken a route which led him to avoid a party of 
savages, who murdered a white man at the very place where 
Mr. Clymer must have been, had he not chosen a different 
road. 

In our biographical sketch of Robert Morris, we have 
given some account of the establishment of a bank by the 
patriotic citizens of Philadelphia, the object of which was 
the relief of the army, which, in 1780, was suffering such a 
combination of calamities, as ",vas likely to lead to its dis
bantling. Of the advocates of this measure, Mr. Clymer 
was one, and from the active and efficient support which he 
gave to the bank, he was selected as a director of the insti
tution. By means of this bank, the pressing wants of the 
army were relieved. Congress, by a resolve, testified the 
high sense which they entertained of the generosity and pa
triotism of the association, and pledged the faith of the 
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United States to the subscribers to the bank, for their ulti~ Ii 
I 
• mate reimbursement and indemnity. 

Mr. Clymer was again elected to congress in 1780 ; from 
which time, for nearly two years, he was absent from his 
seat but a few weeks, so faithfully and indefatigably ntten- . 
tive was he to the public service. In the latter part of 1782, .: 

I I 

, 

he removed with his family to Princeton, in New-Jersey, Ii 
for the purpose of giving to his children the advantages i, 

I I 

of a collegiate education, in the seminary in that place. After i, 
I : 

the many toils and privations through which he had passed, :, 
• • 

it was a luxury, indoced, to enjoy the peace of domestic life, j: 
especially having to reflect that the glorious object for which ;1 

, I 

he and his fellow-countrymen had laboured so long, was :. 
now with certainty soon to be accomplished. Ii 

, I 

In 178-1, Mr. Clymer was again summoned by the citizens ,i . , 
• 

of Pennsylvania, to take a part in the general assembly of :: 
, ' 

that state. Of this body he continued a member until the ! 
" 

meeting of the convention to form a more efficient constitu·: 
tion for the general government; of which latter body he was 
elected a member, and after the adoption of the constitution, ' 

• 

he represented the state of Pennsylvania, in congress, fOf: 
two years; when declining a re-election, he closed his long 
and able legislative career. 

• 

In the year 1791, congress passed a bill imposing a duty ! 

• 

on spirits distI11ed in the United States. To the southern 
and western part of the country, this duty was singularly 
obnoxiom:, At the head of the excise department, in the 
state of Pennsylvania, l\1r. Clymer was placed. The duties 
of this office were rendered extremely disagreeable, by rea
son of the general dissatisfaction, which prevailed on account' 
of the law. This dissatisfaction was particularly strong in 
the district of Pennsylvania lying west of the Alleghany 
mountains, and here the spirit of discontent broke out into ' 
acts of open opposition. At the risk of his life, Mr. Clymer ' 
made a visit to this theatre of insurrection, to ascertain the'. 
existing state of things, and if possible to allay the spirit of 
opposition, which was manifesting itself. His instructions, , 
however, were so limited, that he was able to produce bat: 

, 

- " -.. -- - • • 
• 
) 

, 
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little effect upon the turbulent and llCutell minds of tllr fac

, oaice, whic-h, from the difficulty of fuitllfu])y discharging it. 
I 
II had become extremely disa![reeabJo to him. I J -

In the year 170(), Mr. Clymer was apP(lintc<l, together with 
Colonel Hawkins amI Colonel Pickins. to nrgotiate a treaty 
with the Cherokee and Creek indians, III Georgia. 'Vith 

i this object in view, he sailed from Philadelphia for Havannal1. 
I' in the month of April, accompanied by his wife. Their 

, , , 
! 

I 
: , 
I 

, 

I 

voyage proved not only cxceedillgly unpleasant, hut extreme
ly hazardous, in consequence of a violent storm, during 
which, the crew were for several days obliged to labour in
cessantly at the pumps. Having satisfactorily completed tho 
business of his mission, he again returned to Philadelphia. 
At this time, he closed his political life, and retired to the 
enjoyment of that rest which he justly coveted, after having 
served his country, with but few short intervals, for more 
than twenty years. 

At a subsequent date, he was called to preside over the 
Philadelphia bank, and over the Academy of Fine Arts, and 
was elected a vice president of the Philadelphia Agricultural 
Society, upon its re-organization, in 1805. These offices he 
held at the time of his death, which occurred on the 23d of 

, January, 1813, in the 74th year of his age. 

I 
The following extracts from an eloquent eulogium, pro

nounced before the Academy of Fine Arts, upon the charac
ter of Mr. Clymer, by Joseph Hopkinson, Esq. may pro
perly conclude this brief biographical notice. After alluding 
to the election of Mr. Clymer to the presidency of the Aca
demyof Fine Arts, Mr. Hopkinson happily observes: "At 
different periods of our national history, from the first bold 
step which was taken in the march of independence, to its 
full and perfect consummation in the establishment of a wise 
and effective system of government, whenever the virtue and 

, talents of our country were put in requisition, Mr. Clymer 
was found with the selected few, to whom our rights and 
destimes were committed. 

" \Vhen posterity shall ponder on the declaration of July 
2 P 25 
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, 
o 

• 
• 
! 

It 
! , , , 

1776, and admire, with deep amazement and veneration, the ! i 
courage and patriotism, the virtue ana self-devotion of the :' 

o 

dcc(l) they will find the name of Clymer there. 'Vhen 0' 

the r-;tl'cngth a)"!d splendour of this empire shall hereafter be :' 
" 

(li~p!ared in the fulness of maturity, (heaven grant we reach t, 
o • 

it,) und the future politician shall look at that scheme of go· Ii 
VCl'lIlnent, by which the whole resources of a nation have 'I 
bcen thus brought into action; by which power has been 11 

maintained, and liberty not overthrown; by which the people !! 
have he en governed and directed, but not enslaved or op- If 

I . 

pressed; they. will find that Clymer was one of the fathers :i 
I ' of the country, from whose wisdom and experience the sys- Ii 

tcm emanated. Nor \vas the confidence, which had grown :, 
I , 

out of his political life and services, his only claim to the !i 
: , 

station which he held in this institution. Although his i 

modest, un:tssuming spirit n~ver sought public displays of his II 
merit, but rather withdrew him from the praise, that was his if 

I I 
due; yet he could not conceal from his friends, nor his i; 
friends from the world, the extraordinary improvement of i: 

o 

his mind. Retired, studious, contemplative, he was ever :, , 
adding something to his knowledge, and endeavouring to make I 

, . 
that knmvledge useful. His predominant passion was to :; 

o 
o 

promote every scheme for the improvement of his country, I! 
whether in science, agriculture, polite educat.ion, the useful :; 

, I 

or the fine arts. Accordingly, we find bis name in every as- i: 
o 

sociation for these purposes; and wherever we find him, we I! 
also find his usefulness. Possessed of all that sensibility and :: 
delicacy, essential to taste, he had of course a peculiar fond- i: 

I ness for the fine arts, elegant literature, and the refined pur- ;: 
sui ts of a cultivated genius. It was in the social circle of i~ 
friendship that his acquirements were displayed and appre-! 

o , 

cintp.d, and although their action was communicated from; 
, 0 

this circle to a wider sphere, it was with an enfeebled force. ;: 
I i 

His intellects were strong by nature, and made more so by :1 

culture and study; but he was diffident and retired. Capa i: 
hIe of teaching, he seemed only anxious to learn. Firm, but i: 

I ' 

not obstinate; independent, but not arrogant; communica. 'j 

t1ve. but not obtrusive, he was at once the amiable and in . 

• 
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sfructive companion. His researches had ueen varit)us, aml, 
, if not always profonmJ, they were competent to Iii:; pUl'pose:;, 

and beyond his pretensions. Science, literature, and the Hrl:;;. 

had all a share of his attention, amI it was Quly by a ti'cclucnt 
intercourse with him, we discovered llOW much he knew of 
cnch. The members of this hoard ha~'e all witnessed the 
kindness and urbanity of his manners. Sufficiently fixed in 
his own opinions, he gave a liberal toleration to others, as
suming no oflEmsh'e or unreasonable control over the C0l1rl11ct 
of those with whOln he was associated." . 

• 

In a subsequent part of his discourse, 1\lr. Hopkinson, aUn-
ding to the vah1'e of a punctual perfol'mance of Ollr promises, 
rmnarks: "In this most useful virtue, Mr. Clymer was pre
eminent. During the seven years he held the presidency of 
this academy, his attention to the duties of the stat.ion were 
without remission. Hc excused himself from nothing that 

• 

uelnnged to his oflice; be neglected nothing. lIe ne\'er once 
omitted to attend a meeting of the directors, unless pl'c\Tcnted 

, 

by sickness or absence from the city; and these exceptions 
were of very rare occurrence. He was indeed the fi1'5t to 
comc; so that the board nel'cr waited a momcnt for their 

• 

president. 'Vith other public bodies to l\,-hich he was at-
tached, I understand, he observed the same punctual and con
scientious discharge of his duty. It is thu.s that men make. 
themselves useful, and evince that they do not occupy places 
of this kind merely as empty and undeserved compliments, but 
for the purpose of rendering all the services which the place 
requires of them." 

• 

• 

• 
,JAMES SMITH. 

• 

JAMES SMITH, the subject of the following memoir, was a 
native of II·eland; but in what year he was born is unknown, 
This was a secret which, even to his relations and friends, he 
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would never communicate, and the knowledge of it was 
buried with him in the grave. It is conjectured, however, 
that he was born between the years 1715 and 1720. 

His futher was a respectahle farmer, who removed to Ame
rica with a numerous family, and settled on the west side of 
the Susquehanna. He died in the year 1761. James, who 
was his second son, received his ellucation from the distin
guished Dr. Allison, provost of the college of Philadelphia. 
His attainments in classieal literature were respectable. In 
the art of surveying, which at that early period of the ctnm
try was of great importance, he is said to have excelled. 
After finishing his education, he applied him~e1f to the study 
of law, in the office of Thomas Cookson, of Lancaster. On 
being qualified for his profession, he took up his residence as 
a lawyer and surveyor, near the present town of Sl"lippens
hurg j but some time after, he removed to the flourishing vil
lage of Yorl~, where he established himself, and continued the 
practice of his profession during the remainder of his life . 

• 

On the occurrence of the great contest between Great 
Britain and her American colonies, Mr. Smith entered with 
zeal into the patriotic cause, and on a meeting of delegates 
from all the counties of Pennsylvania in 1774, convened to 
express the public sentiment., on the expediency of abstaining 
from importing any goods from England, and assembling a 
general congress, Mr. Smith was a delegate from the county 
of York, and was appointed one of the committee to report a 
draft of instruction to the general assembly, which was then 
about to meet. At this time, a desire prevailed throughout 
the country, that the existing difficulties between the mother 
country and the colonies should be settled, without a resort 
to arms. Mr. Smith, however, it appears, was disposed to 
adopt vigorous and decided measures, since, on his return to 
York, he was the means of raising a volunteer company, 
which was the first volunteer corps raised in Pennsylvania, ill 
opposition to the armies of Great Britain. Of this company 
he was elected captain, and when, at length, it increased to & 

• 

regiment, he was appointed colonel of that regiment; a title, 

• 
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however, which ill respect to him was honorary, since he 
never assumed the actual command. 

In January, 1775, the convention for the pro\rince of Penn
sylvania was assembled. Of this convel.tion, Mr. SmiLn was 
a member, and concurred in the spirited declarutiun mrtue by 
that convention, that" if the British administration should 
determine by force to effect a submission to the latc arbi
trary acts of the British parliament, in such a si tuation, we 
hold it our indispensable duty to resist such force, and at 
every hazard to defend the rights and liberties of America." 

Notwithstanding this declaration by the convention, a great 
proportion of the Pennsylvanians, particularly the numerous 
body of Quakers, were strongly opposed, not only to war, 
but even to a declaration of independence. This may be in
ferreu from the instructions given by the general assembly to 
their delegat.es, who were appointed in 1775 to tIle genpral 
congress, of the following tenor: that" though the oppres
sive measures of the British parliament and administration, 
have compelled us to resist their violence by force of arms; 
ret we strictly enjoin you, that you, in behalf of this colony, 

. dissent from and utterly reject any proposition, should such 
be made, that may cause or lead to a separation from our mo
ther country, or a change in this form of government." 

This decided stand against a declaration of independence, 
roused the friends of that measure to the most active exertions, 
throughout the province. On the 15th of May, congress 
adopted a resolution, which was in spirit a declaration of in
dependence. This resolution was laid before a Jarge meet
ing of the citizen,. of Philadelphia, assembled five day,§ after 

• 

the passage of it, and in front of the very building in w;~ich 
congress was assembled, digesting plans of resistance. The' 
resolution was received by this assembly of citizens, who .. 
Were decided whigs, with great enthusiasm, the instructions 
of the provincial assembly to the Pennsylvania delegation in 
congress was loudly and pointedly condemned, and a plan 
adopted to assemble a provincial conference to establish 8 

new government in Pennsylvania. 
Accordingly, such a conference was assembled, on the 
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18th of June. Of this conference, Mr. Smith was an active 
, 

and distinguished member. The proceedings of the confe-
rence were entirely harmonious. Before it had assembled, 
the provincial assembly had rescinded their obnoxious in
structions to their delegates in congress. 8 tilJ , however, it 
was thought advisable for the conference to express in form 
their sentiments on the subject of a declaration of indepen
dence. The mover of a resolution to this effect, was Dr. 
Benjamin Rush, at that time a young man. Colonel Smith 
seconded the resolution, and these two gentlemen, with 
Thomas M~Kean, were appointed a committee to draft it. 
On the following morning, the resolution being reported, was 
unanimously adopted, was signed by the members, and on 
the 25th of June, a few days only before the declaration of 
independence by congress, was presented to that body. 

.., 

This declaration, though prepared in great haste, contain- I 
ed the substance of that declaration, which was adopted by 
congress. It declared, that the king had paid no attention to 
the numerous petitions which had been addressed to him, 
for the removal of the most grievous oppressions, but (to 
use the language of the preamble to the resolution) he 
" hath lately purchased foreign troops to assist in enslaving 
us; and hath excited the savages of this country to carryon 
a war against us, as also the negroes to imbrue their hands 
in the blood of their masters, in a manner uilpractised by 
civilized nations; nnel hath lately insulted our calamities, by 
declaring that he will show us no mercy, till he has reduced 
us. And whereas the obligations of allegiance (being recip
rocal between a king and his subjects) are now dissolved, on 
the side of the colonists, by the despotism of the said king, 
insomuch that it now appears that loyalty to him is treason 
against the good people of this country; and whereas not 
only the parliament, but,there is rp-ason to believe, too many 
of the people of Great Britain, have concurred in the arbi
trary and unjust proceedings against us: and whereas the 
public virtue of this colony (so essential to its liberty ane 
happiness) must be endangered by a future pqlitical union 
with, or dependence on, a crow.n and nation, so lost to jus-

-
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tice, patriotism, and magnanimity:" Therefore, the resolu
i tion proceeded to assert that "the deputies of Pennsylvania 
i assembled in the conference, unanimously declare their wil
I lingness to concur in a vote of the congress, declaring the 

united colonies free and independent states: and that they 
ca1l upon the nations of Europe, and appeal to the great 
Arbiter and Governor of the empires of the world, to wit

i ness, that this declaration did not originate in ambition, or 
in an impatience of lawful authority; but that they are dri
ven to it in obedience to the first principles of nature, by the 
oppressions and cruelties of the aforesaid king and parlia-

I ment of Great Britain, as the only possible 'measure left to 
I preserve and establish our liberties, and to transmit them in 
I .jolate to posterity." 

I I 

i In the month of July, a convention was assembled in Phi-
I ladelphia, for the purpose of forming a new constitution fur 

Pennsylvania. Of this body, Colonel Smith was elected a 
member, and he appeared to take his seat on the 15th day of 
the month. On the 20th he was elected by the convention a 

• 

member of congress, in which body he took his seat, after 
the adjournment of the convention. Colonel Smith continu 
ed a member of congress for several years, in which capacity 
he was active and efficient. He always entertained strong 
anticipations of success during the revolutionary struggle, 
and by his cheerfulness powerfully contributed to dispel the 
despondency which he often saw around him. On with
drawing from congr'ess, in November, 1778, he resumed his 
professional pursuits, which he continued until the year, 
1800, when he withdrew frOlD the bar, having been in the 
practice of his profession for about sixty years. In the 
year 1806, he was removed to another world. He bad 
three sons and two daughters, of whom Olily Olle of each 
survived him. 

In his disposition and habits, Colonel Smith was very pe
culiar. He was distinguished for his love of anecdote and 
conviviality. His memory was uncommonly retentive, and 
remarkably stored with stories of a humourous and diverting 

• 
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character, which, on particular occasions, he related with 
great effect. . 

He was for many years a professor of religion, and very 
regular in his attendance on public worship. Notwithstand
ing his fondness for jest, he was more than most men ready 
to frown upon .every expression which seemed to reflect on 
sacred subjects. It was a singular trait in the character of 
Mr. Smith, that he should so obstinately refuse to inform his 
friends of his age. The monument erected over his grave 
informs us, that his death occurred in the ninety-third year 
of his age. It is probable, however, that he was not so oIU 
by several years. 

, 7 

GEORGE TAYLOR. 

OF the early life of GEORGE TAYLOR, although he acted a 
distinguished part in the political affairs of his time, few 
incidents are recorded, in any documents which we have. 
seen, and few, it is said, are remembered by the old men of 
the neighbourhood in which he lived. Mr. Taylor was born 
in the year 1716. Ireland gave him birth. He was the 
son of a respectable clergyman in that country, who having 
a more just estimation of the importance of a good educa
tion, gave to his son an opportunity to improve his mind, 
beyond most youth in the country about him. At a proper 
agE'. he commenced the study of medicine; but his genius 
not being adapted to the profession, he relinquished his me
dical studies, and soon after set sail for America. 

On his arrival, he was entirely destitute of money, and 
was obliged to resort to manual labour to pay the expenses 
of his voyage to America. The name of the gentleman 
who kindly employed him, and paid his passage, was Savage. 
He was the owner of extensive iron works at Durham, a 
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small village, situated on the river Delaware, a few miles 
from Easton. 

In these works, young Taylor was for a time employed 
to throw coal into the furnace, when in blast. The business 
was, however, too severe for him, and at length Mr. Savage 
transferred him from this meniat and arduous service, into 
his counting-room as a clerk. In thid situation, he rendered 
himself very useful and acceptable, and, at length, upon the 

i death of Mr. Savage, he became connected in marriage with 
! his widow, and consequently the proprietor of the whole es-
I • 
I tablishment. In a few years the fortune of Mr. Taylor was , 
i r,onsiderably farther increased. He was now induced to pur-

I county of Northampton, where he erected a spacious man
I sion, and took up his permanent residence. 

A few years after, Mr. Taylor was summoned by his fel
low-citizens into public life. Of the provincial assembly. 
which met at Philadelphia, in October, 1764, he was for the 

! first time a mc::mber, and immediately rendered himself con
spicuous, by the active part which he took in all the impor
tant questions which came before that body. 

From this period, until 1770, Mr. Taylor continued to 
represent the county of Northampton in the provincial as
sembly. He was uniformly placed on several standing com
mittees, and was frequently entrusted, in connexion with 
other gentlemen, with the management of many important 
special concerns, as they continued to rise. At Northampton, 
Mr. Taylor entered into the business, which had so exten
slvely occupied him, while at Durham. The business, how
ever, at the former place was by no means as profitable as 
it had been at the latter. Indeed it is said, that the fortune 
or Mr. Taylor suffered so considerably, that he was at length 
induced to return to Durham to repair it. 

In October, 1775, he was again elected a delegate to the 
pro"incial assembly in Pennsylvania, and in the following 
month was appointetl, in connexion with several other gen
tlemen, to report a set of instructions to the delegates, which 
the 'assembly had just appointed to the conti\lent:il congress. 

2Q 
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• 

The circumstances of the colony of Pennsylvania, were at 
• 

this time, in some respects, peculiar. She was far less op-
pressed than the other colonies in America. On the contrary, 
she had been greatly favoured by his British majesty. Her 
government, which was proprietary, was administered without 
the least political oppression, and her constitution was free 
and 1iberal. 

In consequence of these, and other circumstances, a stron~ 
reluctance prevailed in Pennsylvania to sever the bonds of 
union between herself an<l the mother country. Hence, the 
measures of her public bodies were characterized by a more 
obvious respect for the British government than the measures 
of other colonies. This might be inf('rred from the instruc
tions reporteu at this time, by Mr. Taylor and his associates, 
and adopted by the assembly: 

" The trust reposed in you is of such a nature, and the 
modes of executing it may be so diversified, in the course of 
your deliberations, that it is scarcely possible to give you par
ticular instructions respecting it. 'Ve, therefore, in genera], 
direct that you, or any four of you, meet in congress the dele
gntcs of the several colonies now assembled in this city, amI 
any such delegates as may meet in congress next year; that you 
consult together on the present critical and alarming state of 
puhlic afruirs; that you exert your utmost endeavours to 
agree upon, and recommend such measures as you shall judge 
to afford the best prospect of obtaining redress of American 
grievances, and restoring that union and harmony between 
Great Britain and the colonies, so essential to the welfare and 
happiness of both countries." 

"Though the oppressive measures of the British parlia
ment and administration have compelled us to resist their 
violence by force of arms, yet we strictly enjoin you, that you, 
in behalf of this c(,Jony dissent from, and utterly reject any 
propositions, should such be made, that may cause or lead to 
a separation from our mother country, or a chan~e of the 
form of this government." 

During the winter and spring of 1776, a great change was 
effected in p'.J.blic sentiment in the province of Pennsylvania, 

, 
• 
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on the subject of the contest between the mother country and 
the colonies. Hence the provincial assembly rescinded their 
former instructions to their delegates in congress, and while 
they expressed an ardent desire for the termination of the 
unhappy contloversy, they were unwilling to purchase peace 
by a dishonourable submission to arbitrary power., " We, 
therefore," said the assembly, in their instructions to their 
delegates in congress, "authorize you to concur with the other 
delegates in congress, in forming such further compacts be
tween the united colonies, concluding sllch treaties with foreign 

j kingdoms and states, and in adopting such other measures as, 
I upon 3. view of all circumstances, shall be judged necessary 

for promoting the liberty, safety, and interests of America; 
reserving to the people of this colony the sole and exclusive 
right of regulating the internal government and police of the 
samc. 

"The happiness of these colonies 'has, during the whole 
I course of this fatal controversy, been our first wish. Their 

we prayed for the accomplishment of both. nut if we must 
renounce the one or the other, we humbly trust in the mer-" .' 

I cies of the Supreme {;tovernor of the universe, that we shall 
110t stand condemned before his throne, if our choice is de. 

I 
termined by that overruling law of self-preservation, which 
His divine wisdom has thought fit to implant in the hearts of 

I his creatures." 
Fortunately for the cause of American liberty, the change in 

public sentiment above alluded to, continued to spread, and 
on taking the great question of a declaration of independence, 
an approving vote by all the colonies was secured in its favour 

I The approbation of Pennsylvania, however, was only obtdin
ed by the casting vote of Mr. l\1orton, as has already been 
mentioned in Qur biographical notice of that gentlema.n. On 

• 

the 20th of July, the Pennsylvania convention proceeded to a 
new choice of Representatives. Mr. Morton, Dr. Franklin, 
:Mr. Morris, and Mr. "Tilson, whe had voted in favour of the 
declaration of independence, were re-elected. Those who 
had opposed it were at this time dropped, and the following 
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gentlemen were appointed in their place, viz. : Mr. Taylor, 
Mr. Ross, Mr. Clymer, Dr. Rush, and Mr. Smith. These latter 
gentlemen were consequently not present on the fourth of 
July, when the declaration was passed and proclaimed, but 
they had the honour of affixing their signatures to the en~ 

grossed copy, on the second of A ugust following, at which 
time the members generally signed it. 

Mr. Taylor retired from congress in 1777, from which time 
we know little of his history. He settled at Easton, where ho 
continued to manage his affairs with much success, anci to reo 
pair his fortune, which had greatly suffered during his resi. 
dence on the banks of the Lehigh. l\'1r. Taylor died on the 
23d of February, 1781, in the sixty-sixth year of his age. He 
had two children by his wife. a son, who became an attorney, 
but died before his father, and a daughter who was never 
marrier) 

• 

JAMES WILSON. 

JAMES WILSON was a native of Scotland, where he was 
born about the year 1742. His father was a respectable far
mer, who resided in the vicinity of St. Andrews, well known 
for its university. Though not wealthy, he enjoyed a COll- I 

petency, until at length, a passion for speculation nearly 
ruined him. 

James 'Vilson received an excellent education. He 
stul!ied successively at Glasgow, St. Andrews, and Edinburgh. 
He had the good fortune to enjoy the instruction of the dis
tinguished Dr. Blair, and the not less celebrated Dr. 'Vatts. 
By the former he was taught rhetoric; by the latter, both 
rhetoric and logic. Under these eminent men, Mr. Wilson laid 
the foundation of an impressive eloquence, and a superior 
and almost irresistible mode of reasoning. 

After completing his fitudies under the superior advantages 
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already named, he resolved to seek in America that indepen
I dence which he could scarcely hope for in his native country 

Ii, in the year 1766. He was highly recommended to several 
, I 

ii gentlemen of that city, by one or more of whom he was in-
troduced as a tutor to the Philadelphia college and academy. 

I During the period that he served in this capacity, he enjoyed 
a reputation of being the best classical scholar who had offi
ciated as tutor in the Latin department of the college. 

'I He continued, however, only a few months to fill the above 
! office, having received an offer, through the assistance of 
I I 
I Bishop White and Judge Peters, of entering the law office of 

ii 1\1r. John Dickinson. In this office he continued for the 
, 

Ii space of two years, applying himself with great ardour to the 

i time, he entered upon the practice, first at Reading, but soon 
i after removed to Carlisle, at which latter place he acquired the 
I reputation of being an eminent counsellor previous to the re-

I 
I 

volution. ,From Carlisle, Mr. 'Vilson removed to Annapolis, 
in Maryland, whence, in 1118, he carne to Philadelphia, where 

• 

he continued to reside for the remainder of his life. ' 
At an early day, 1\'11'. 'Vilson entered with patriotic zeal in

to the cause of American liberty. He was an American in 
principle from the time that he landed on the American shore; 

i and at no period in the revolutionary struggle, did he for a 
single hour swerve from his attachment to the principles 
which he had adopted. 

Mr. Wilson, who was a member of the provincial conven
tion of Pennsylvania, was proposed as a delegate to the con
gress of 1174, in conjunction with his former instructor, Mr. 
Dickinson. Neither, however, was elected, through the ,in
fluence of the speaker, Mr. Galloway, of whom we have 
spoken in our introduction, and who afterwards united him
self to the British on their taking possession of Philadelphia. 
In the following year, however, Mr. Wilson was unanimously 
elected a. member of congress, and in that body took his 
seat on the 10th of May, 1175. In this distingUished station, 
he continued until 17'j'7, when, through the influence of party 
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feeling, he was superseded, and another appointed in his 
stead . 

• In 1782, however, he was again elected to congress, and" 
took his seat in that body, on the second of January, 1783. 
A few months previously to his re-election, he was appoint
ed by the president and supreme executive council, a coun
sellor and agent for Pennsylvania~ in the great controversy 
between that state and the state of Connecticut, relating to 
certain lands within the charter boundary of Pennsylvania. 
These lands the state of Connecticut claimed as belonging to 
her, being included within her charter. On the thirtieth of 
December, 1782, this great question was detel'mincd at Tren
ton, New-Jersey, by a court of commissioners appointed for 
that purpose, who unanimously decided it in favour of Penn
sylvania. To the determination of the question in this man
ner, Mr. 'Vilson, it is said, greatly contributed, by a lumi
nous and impressive argument, which he delivered before the 
court, and which occupied several days. 

The high estimation in which Mr. Wilson was held, about 
thi!:! time, may be learned from his receiving the appointment 
of advocate general for the French government, in the Uni
ted States. His commission bore date the fifth of June, 
1779; and at a subsequent date was confirmed, hy letters pa
tent from th~"ldng of France. The duties of thi.s office were 
both arduous and delicate. Few men, however, were better 
qualified for such an office than ~Ir. '\ViIson. In 1781, diffi
culties having arisen as to the manner in which he should be 
pai.d for hid services, he resigned his commission. He con
tinued, however, to give advice in such cases as were laid 
Lefore him, by the ministers and consuls of France, until 
1-783. At which time, the king of France handsomely re
warded him by a gift of ten thousand livres . 
. The standing of Mr. Wilson, during the whole course of 

his attendance in congress, was deservedly high. As a maD 
of business, Pennsylvania had, probably, at no time, anyone 
among her delegation who excelled him. He was placed on 
numerous committees, and in every duty assigned him ex-
hibited great fidelity, indu~try, and perseverance. " 
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Notwithstanding this high amI honourable conduct of )Ir 
\ViIson, and the active exertions which he made in favour uf 

: his adupted country, he had enemies, whuse slulHlel's he did 
, 
! nut escape. It was especially charged against him, that he 
I 
I was opposed to the declaratiun of iJldependt·llce. This, how-

CHI', has been amply refuted by gentlemen of the highest 
standing in the cOllntry, who were int.imately acquainted with 
his views and feelings 011 that important subject. lUany who 
voted for the measure, and who sincerely believed in the ulti-

i voice of the nation loudly demanding such a 111ea841"e, and 
I I saw a spirit abroad among the people determined to sustain 

it, they nl) longer hesitated to vote in its favour. 1\1r. Wil
son, probably, belonged to this cJass. Though at first doubt
ful whether the state of the country would justify such a mea-

I sure, he at length became satisfied that existing circumstances 
rel1dered it necessary; and accordingly it received his vote. 

Notwithstanding that a declaration of independence had 
been spoken of for some time previously to the fourth of 
July, 1776, no motion was brought forward in congress re
specting it, until the 7th of June. This motinn was referred 
the following day to a committee of the whole, but it was 
pustponed until the tenth of June. On the arrival of the 
tenth of that month, the following resolution was offered: 
"That these united colonies are, and of right ought to be, 
free and independent states; that they are absolved from all 
allegiance to the British crown; and that all political con
nexion between them and the state of Great Britain is, and 
ought to be, totally dissolved." The consideration of this 
resolution was postponed to the first of July, on which day 
it was expected that the committee which was appointed to 
draft a declaration, and which consisted of :Mr. Jefferson, J. 
Adams, Dr. Franklin, and R. R. Livingston, would report. 

At length, the first of July arrived, when the motion was 
further discussed, and the question taken in committee of the 
whole. The declaration received the votes of all the states 
excepting Pennsylvania and Delaware. The delegates of the 
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former state ,,,ere four t.o three in the opposition; the dele-
• 

gates of the latter, Thomas M'Kean and George Reau, were 
divided, the onc in favour of the measure, the other opposed 
to it. The final question was postponeu from day to day, 
until the fourth of July, when it was taken, and an unanimous 
vote of all the states was obtained. The day was rainy. Of 
the Pennsylvania delegation, Mp,ssrs. Morris and Dickinson 
were absent, and consc(lucntly the vote of Pennsylvania was 
now in favour of the measure, Messrs. 'ViIson, Franklin, and 
Morton, being in favour of it, and Messrs. Humphreys and 
'Villing being oppo:;ed to it. Fortunately, at this juncture, 
Cresar Rodney, a delegate from Delaware, arrived. He had 
been sent for by an express from l\lr.l\l'Kean, and arrived in I 
time to vote with that gentleman, ill opposition to their col
league, George Read. 

Thus, an unanimous vote of the thirteen colonies was se
cured. Thus, a question was decided which deeply agitated 
the whole American community, and the decision of which 
was fraught with blessings to the country, which will go down, 
we trust, to the end of time • 

.In a preceding paragraph we have intimated that a charge 
, 

was brought against Mr. Wilson of being opposed to the de-
claration of independence. Had such been his sentiments, 
'who could hayc charged him with a wanL of patriotism? The 
truth is, there were hundreds, and e\'en thollsands, at that 
day, in America, as strongly attached to her cause, as friend
Jy to her liberties, and as firmly resolved never to surrender 
the rights which the Gou of nature had given them, as were 
those who voted in favour of a declaration of inuependence, 
bu' '.' .l yet thought the time had not arriveu when the wisest 
policy dictated such a measure. Mr. Wilson was, indeed, 
not altogether of this class. He woult! perhaps 110t have 
urought forward the subject at so early a uay; but when it 
was urought forward, he voted in favour of it, on the first of 
July, even in opposition to the majority of his colleagues; 
and on the fourth, as it happened, fortunately for the cause of 
his country, in a majority. 

Another charge has also been brought against Mr. 'Yilson, 

• 
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(viz.) a participation in the combination which was formed 
against General "\Vashington, towards the close of the year 
1777. This conspiracy, if it may be so called, originated" ill 
the discontent of many who felt envious at the exalted s"tation 
which 'Vashington occupied; and was founded, at this time, 
upon the high military reputation which General Gates had 
acquired by the capitulation of Saratoga, and the gloomy as
pect of afiilirs in the region where 'Vashington was in parti
cular commaml. In this combination, it was supposed seve
ral members of congress, and a very few officers of the army, 
were concerned. Among these officers, it is believed, Gene 
ral Gutes himself may be include!l. "lIe had not only omit 
ted," says Marshall, in his life of Washington, " to comJllUui
cate to that general the successes of his army, after the vic
tory of the seventh of October had opened to him the pros
pect of final1y destroying the enemy opposed to him; but he 
carried on a correspondence with General Conway, in which 
that officer had expressed himself with great contempt of 
the commander in CTlicf, and on the disclosure of this circum
stance, General Gat.es had demanded the name of the in
former, in a letter expressed in terms by no means concilia
tory, and whieh was accompanied by the very extraOTdinary 
circumstance of being passed through congress. 

" The state of Pennsyhrania, too, chagrined at losing its 
capita], and forgetful of it.s own backwardness in strengthen
ing the army, which had twice fought superior numbers in 
its defence, furnished many discontented individl1als, who 
supposed it to be the fault of General "\Yashington that he 
had not, with an army inferior to that of the enemy in nllln
bers, and in every equipment, effected the same result, which 
had been produced in the north, by a continental army, in 
itself much stronger than its adversary, and so re-inforced by 
militia as to amount to three times the number opposed to 
them. The legislature of that state, on the report that Gene-

o 

raJ 'Vashington was moving into winter quarters, addressed 
a remonstrance to congress on the subject, which manif~sted, 
in very intelligible terms, their dissatisfaction with the com
mander in chief. About the same time, a new board of war 
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was created, of which General Gates was appointed the prc 
sident; and General Mifflin, who was supposed to be also of 
the party unfriendly to Washington, was one of its number. 
General Conway, who was, perhaps, the only brigadier in 
the army that had joined this faction, was appointed inspector 
general, and was elevated above brigadiers older than himself, 
to the rank of majur general. There were other evidenees 
that, if the hold which the commander in chief had taken of 
the affections nnd confidence of the army, and of the nation, 
could be shaken, the party in congress which was disposed 
to change their general, was fur from being contemptible in 
point of numbers." 

Fortunately for America, it was impossible to loosen this 
hold. Even the northern army clung to Washington as the 
saviour of their country. The only effecf. of this combina
tion was, to excite n considerable degree of resentment, which 
was directed entirely agninst those who were believed to be 
engaged in it. General Gates himself, in consequence of 
this, and of the disastrpus ,battle of Cami.len, fell into obscu~ 
rity; and General Conway, the great calumniator of General 
Washington, scorned by honourable men, on account of his 
cowardice at the battle of Germantown, and other equally 
unworthy conduct, resigned his commission on the 28th of 
April, 1778. 

The charge brought against Mr. 'Vilson, of having been 
hostile to General Washington, and of having participated in 
the combination formed against him, was wholly unfounded. 
The e\ridence on this point is complete. 

Of the celebrated convention of 1787, which was assembled 
in Philadelphia, for the purpose of forming the constitution 
of the United States, Mr. Wilson was a member. During 
the l~ng deliberations of the convention on that instrument, 
he rendered the most important sern.zes. He possessed 
great 'political sagacity and foresight, and being a fiuent 
speaker, he did much to settle upon just principles the great 
and important points which naturally arose in the formation 
of a new government. On the twenty-third of July, the con
vention resolved., " That the proceedings of the' ,convention 
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for the establishment of a national government, except what 
respects the supreme executive, be referred to a committee 
for the purpose of reporting a constitution, conformably to 
the proceedings aforesaid." In pursuance of this resolution, 
a committee was appointed on the following day, consisting 
of Messrs. Wi1son, Rutledge, Randolph,' Gorham, and Ells
worth, who accordingly, on the sixth of August, reported the 
draught of a constitution. 

'Vhen the state convention of Pennsylvania assembled to 
ratify the federal constitution, Mr. Wilson was returned a 
member of that body, and as he was the only one who had 
assisted in forming that instrument, it devolved upon him to 
explain to the convention the principles upon which it was 
founded, and the gre.H !1bjects which it had in view. Thus he 
powerfully contributed to the ratification of the constitution 
in that state. The following language, which he used in 
conclusion of his speech, in favour of this ratification, de
serves a place here: "It is neither extraordinary nor unex
pected, that the constitution offered to your consideration, 
shou1l1 meet with opposition. It is the nature of man to 
pursue his owr interest, in preference to the public good; 
and I do not mean to make any personal reflection when I 
add, that it is the interest of a very numerous, powerful, and 
respectahle body, to counteract and destroy the excellent 
work produced by the late convention. All the officers of 
gOlrernment, and all the appointments for the administration 
of justice, and the collection of the public revenue, which are 
transferred from the individual to the aggregate sovereignty 

, of the states, will necessarily turn the stream of influence and -
emolument into a new channel. Every person, therefore, 
who enjoys, or expects to enjoy, a place of profit under the 
present establishment, will object to the proposed innova
tion; not, in truth, because it is injl1ri to the liberHes· of 
his country, but because it affects his schemes of wealth and 
consequence. I will confess, indeed, that J. am not a blind 
admirer of this plan of government, and that there ar~ some 
parts of it wllich, if my wish had prevailed, would certainly 
have been altered. But. when I retlect how widely men dif-

, 
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fer in their opinions, and tl1at every man, (and the observa
tion applies likewise to every state,) has an equal pretensIOn 

• 
to assert his own, I am satisfied that any thing nearer to per-
fection could not have been accomplished. l.f there are er-, 
rors, it should be remembered, that the seeds of reformation 
are sown in the work itself, and a concurrence of two thirds 
of the congress may, at any time, introduce alterations and 
amendments. Regarding it, then, in evcry point of view, 
with a candid ancI disinterested mind, I am bold to assert, that' 
it is the best f01'1n of government 'which has ever been oJfeted 
to the world." • 

After the ratification of the federal constitution in })enn
sylvania, a convention was called to alter the constitution of 
that state, to renuer it conformable to that of the United 
States. Mr. 'Vilson was one (If the committee appointed to 
prepare the form of a constitution, and upon him devolved 
the task of making the draught. 

In the year 1789, General 'Vashington appointed Mr. 'Vil
son a judge of t.he suprcme court of the United States, under 
the federal constitution. In this exalted station he was asso
ciated with John Jay, who was placed at the head of the de
partment, and Judge Rutledge, of South Carolina, William 
Cushing, of Massachusetts, Robert Hart'ison, of Maryland, 
and John Blair, of Virginia. In this office he continued until 
his death, which occurred on the twenty-eighth of August, 
rms, at Edenton, in North Carolina, while on a circuit attend
ing to his duties as a judge. He is supposed to have been 
about fifty-six years of age. 

In stature, Judge 'Vilson was about six feet. His appear
ance was dignified and respectable, and in his manners he 
was not u~graceful. As a lawyer, he stood at the head 01 

his profession~ while he practised at the Philadelphia bar 
He was not less eminent as a judge on the bench. He enter
ed with great readiness into ~he causes which came before 
him, and seldom did he fail to throw light on points of law of 
the most difficult and perplexing character. 
. Iil his domestic relations, such was his happy and consist
ent course, as to secure the respect and affection of his family 
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nnd friends. Towards all with whom he had intercourse 
f!'Om abroad, he was fl'h·ndlyand hospitable, and within his 
family he was affectionate and indulgeut. He was distin
guished for gl'eat integrity of character, aud for an inviolate 
reg-ard for truth. Mr. 'Vilson was twice married, the firsh 
time to a daughter of 'Villiam Bird, of Berks county, and the 
second time to a daughter of l\lr. Ellis Gray, of Duston. .Uy 

• 

the former wife, he had six children; and by the latter oue. 
Two only of these children are now living, the one at Phila

I delphia, the other in the state of New-York. After the death 
I ! of Mr. 'ViIs on, his wife became connected in marriage with 
I Dr. Thomas Bartlett. of Boston, whom she accompanied to 

England, where she died in 1807. 

. ',', 

GEORGE ROSS. 

THE last gentleman who belonged to the Pennsyhrania de
legation, at the time the members of the revolutionary con
gress affixed their signatures to the declarat.ion of indepen
dence, was GEORGE Ross. He was ihe son of a clergyman . 
by the same name, who presided over the episcopal cllUrch 
at New CfistJe, in the state of Delaware, in which town he was 
born in the year 1730. . 

A t an early age, he gave indications of possessing talents 
of a superior order. These indications induced his father to 
give him the advantages of a good education. At the age of 
eighteen he entered upon the study of ]a lV, under the super
intendence of an elder brother, who was at that time in the 
practice of the profession, in the city of Philadelphia. 

Soon after being admitted to the bar, he established himself 
at Lancaster, at that time near the western limits of civiliza
tion. He soon became connected in marriage with a lady of 
a respectable family. For several years he continued to de
vote himself, with great zen], to the duties of his profession, 
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in which, at length, he attained a high reputation, both a~ a 
counsellor and an ad \'ocate. 

Mr. Ross commenced his political career in 1708, in which 
year he was first returned as a representative to the assembly 
of Pennsylvania. Of this body he continued to be re-elected a 
member, unt.il the year 1774, when he was chosen in connec
tion with several other gentlemen, a delegate to the celebra
ted congress which met at Philadelphia. At the time he was 
appointed to a seat in this congress, he was also appointed to 
report to the assembly of the province, a set of instructions, 
by which the conduct of himself and colleagues were to be 
directed. The instructions thus drafted and reported, were 
accept-ed by the assembly. In concluding these instructions, 
the assembly observed: "that the trust reposed in you is of 
such a nature, and the modes of executing it may be so di
versified in the course of your deliberations, that it is scarcely 
possible to give you particular instructions respecting it. 'We 
shall, therefore, only in general direct, that you are to meet in 
congress the committees of the several British colonies, at such 
time and place as shall be generally agreed on, to consult toge
ther on the present critical and alarming situation and state of 
the colonies, and that you, with them, exert your utmost en
deavours to form and adopt a plan, which shall afford the best 
prospect of obtaining a redress of American grievances, as
certaining American rights, and establishing that union and 
harmony, which is most essential to the welfare and happi
ness of both countries. And in doing this, you are strictly 
charge'} to avoid every thing indecent or disrespectful to ths 
mother state." . 

- - -

:Mr. Ross continued to represent the state of Pennsylvania 
in the national legislature, until January, 1777, when, on ac
count of indisposition, he was obliged to retire. During his 
congressional cal'eer, his conduct met the warmest approba
tion of his constituents. He was a statesman of enlarged 
views, and under the influence of a general patriotism, he 
cheerfully sacrificed his private interests for the public good. 
The high sense entertained by the inhabitants of the county of 
Lancaster, of his zeal for the good of his country, anel of hiiJ 
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I' B01U IOn: eso ve, a e sum 0 one un re( an J ty , · , !, pounds, out of the county stock, be forthwith transmitted 
• 

: George Ross, one of the members of assembly for this county, , 
:: and one of the delegates for this colony in the continental 
, 

ii congress; and that he be requested to accept the same, as a 
I 

i testimony from this county, of their sense of his attendance on 
I I 
Ii the public business, to his great private loss, and of their appro-
, 

i bation of his conduct. Resolved, that if it be more agreeable, 
Ii Mr. Ross purchase with part of the said money,a genteel piece 
:1 of plate, ornamented as he thinks propel', to remain with him, 
, I 

:: as a testimony of the esteem this county has for him, by reason 
1: of his patriotic conduct, in the great struggle of American li
I 

i, part of his constituents, must ha\re been not a little gratifying 
I ! 
,I to the feelings ofl\'Ir. Ross. He felt it his duty, however, to 
! I !i decline accepting the present, of Ie ring as an apology for so do-
· I 

~; ing, that he considered it as the duty of every man, and espe-
, I 

I , 
I 

i cially of every represenlati\rc of the people, to contribute, by 

without expecting pecuniary rewards. 
The attendance of Mr. Ross in congress, did not prevent 

him from meeting with the provincial legislature. Of this 
latter body, he was an active, energetic, and influential mem
ber. In the summer of 1775, it was found by the general as
sembly, that the circumstances of the state required the adop
tion of some decisive measures, especially in respect to put
ting the city of Philadelphia, and the province, in a state of 
defence. A committee was accordingly appointed, of which 

I Mr. Ross was one, to report what measures were expedient. 
I ' In a few days that committee did report, recommending to 

I 
liberty, and property, and urging upon the several counties of 
the province the importance of collecting stores of ammuni. 
tion and arms. A resolution was also offered, providing for 
the payment of all such associations as should be called out to 
repel any attacks made by the British troops. To carry 
these plans into effect, a general committee of public sa.fety 
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was appointed, and clothed with the necessary authority. To 
this committee Mr Ross was attached, and was one of its m08t 
ctive and efficient members. He also belonged to another 

portant committee, viz. that of grievances. 
On the dissolution of the proprietary government in Penn

sylvania, a general convention was assembled, in which Mr. 
Ross represented the county of Lancaster. Here, again, he 
was called to the disr.harge of most important duties, being 
appointed to assist in preparing a declaration of rights on be
half of the state, for forming rules of order for the convention, 
and for defining and settling what should be considered high 
treason and misprision of treason &gainst the state, and the 
punishment which should be inHicted for those offences. 

In the year 1779, Mr. Ross was appointed a judge of the 
court of admiralty for the state of Pennsylvania. This was 
on the 14th of April. He was permitted to enjoy, however t 

the honourable station which he now filled but a short time. 
In the month of July following, he was suddenly and violently 
attacked by the gout, which terminated his useful life, in the 
fiftieth year of his age. 

In respect to the character of Judge Ross, we have little to 
add to the preceding account. As a lawyer, even before the 
revolution, he was among the first of his profession, a rank 
which he continued to hold, while he practised at the bar. 
As a politician, he was zealous, patriotic, and consistent. As 
a judge, he was learned and upright, and uncommonly skilful 
in the despatch of business. He comprehended with ease 
causes of the greatest intricacy, and formed his decisions, 
which often displayed· much legal knowledge, with great 
promptness. It is to be added to his honour, that while he 
was thus distinguiebed abroad, he was characterized in the 
fulfilment of his domestic duties, by an uncommonly kind and 
affectionate disposition. 
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• 

ClESAR RODNEY. 

I I CESAR RODNEY, the first of the delegation from Dela~ 
): ware, was a native of that state, and was born about the 
I) year 1730. His birth-place was Dover. The family, from 
I ' which he was descended, was of ancient date, and is honour 

Sir'Valter De Rodeney, of Sir George De Rodeney, and 
Sir Henry De Rodeney, with several others of the same 
name, even earlier than the year 1234. Sir Richard De Ro
deney accompanied the gallant Richard Crnur de Lion in his 

I crusade to the Holy Land, where he fell, while fighting at 
the seige of Acre. 

In subsequent years, the wealth and power of the family 
t!ontinued to be great. Intermarriages took place between 
some of the members of it, and several illustrious and noble 
families of England. During the civil wars, about the time 
of the commonwealth, the family became considerably fe 
duced, and its members were obliged to seek their fortunes 
in new employments, and in distant countries. SOOl1 after 
the settlement of Pennsylvania by William Penn, William 
Rodney, one of the descendants of this illustrious family 
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removed to that province and after a short residence in Phi
ladelphia, settled in Rent, a county upon the Delaware. 
This gentleman died in ~:he year 1708, leaving a considerable 
fortune, and eight chiltlren, the eldest of whom is the subject 
of the following sketch. Mr. Rodney inherited from his 
father a large landed estate, which was entailed upon him, 
according to the usages of distinguished families at that day. 
At the early age of twenty-eight years, such was his popu· 
larity, he was appointed high sheriff in the county in which 
he resided, and on the expiration of his term of service, he 
was created a justice of the peace, and a judge of the lower 
courts. In 1762, and perhaps at a still earlier date, he repre· 
sented the county of Kent ill the provincial legitllature. 
In this station he entered with great zeal and activity into 
the prominent measures of the day. In the year 1765, the 

first general congres" was a<;~emLled, as is weU known, at 
New-York. to consult upon the measures which were neces 
sary to be allopted in consequence of the stamp act, and 
other oppressive acts of the British government. To this 
congress, 1\11'. Rodney, Mr. M'liean, and Mr. Kollock, were 
unanimous1y appointed by the provincial assembly of Dela
ware to represent that province. On their return from New
York, they reported to the assembly their proceedings, 
under the instructions which they had received. For the 
faithful and judicious discharge of the trust reposed in them, 
the assembly unanimously tendered them their thanks, and 
voted them a liberal compensation. 

The tumults caused in America by the stamp act, we have 
had frequent occasion to notice, as well as the joy consequent 
upon the repeal of that odious measure. In this universal 
joy, the inhabitants of Delaware largely participated. On 
the meeting of their legislature, Mr. Rodney, Mr. M'Kean, 
and Mr. Read, were appointed to express their thanks to the 
king, for his kindness in relieving them, in common with 
their country, from a burden which they had considered 
as exceedingly oppressive. In the address which was report
ed by the above committee, and forwarded, by directIon 
of the assembly, to England, we find the following language' 

---~ --- --- --
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(4 We cannot help glorying in being the subjects o'f a king, 
that llas made the preservation of the civil and religious 

I 
i rights of his people, and the established. constitution, the 
• 

! foundation and constant rule of his government, apd the 
safety, ease, and prosperity of his people, his chicfe::;t care; 

! of a king, whose mild and equal administration is sensibly 
i felt and enjoyed in the remotest parts of his dominion. 

The cloud.s which lately hung over America are dissipated. 
! Our complaints have been heard, and our gricyances re
i dressed; tra.de and commerce again flourish. Our hearts 
I 

! are animated with the warmest wishes for the prosperity of 
Lhe mother country, for which our affection is unbound-

I i ed, and your faithful subjects here are transported with joy 
, 

I and gratitude. Sueh are the blessings we may justly expect 
, 

i wiII ever attend the measures of YUllr majesty, pursuing 
; steadily the united and true interests of all your people, 

I i II throughout your wide extended empire, assisted with the ad\'ic(> 

I , 

: and support of a British parliament, and a virtuous and wise 
I ministry. We most humbly beseech your majesty, graciously 
I 

i to accept the strongest assurances, that having the justest 
sense of the many favours we have received from your 1'(,)'al 

I benevolence, during the course of your majesty's reign, and 
I 

!lOW ItlUch our present happiness is owing to your paterna] 
love and care for your people; we will at all times most 

I cheerfully contribute to your majesty's service, to the utmost 
! 
I of our abilities, when your royal requisitions, as heretofore, 

shall be made known; that your majesty will always find 
I such returns of duty and gratitude from us, as the best of 

kings may expect from the most loyal subjects, and that you 
will demonstrate to all the world, that the support of your 
majesty's government, and the honour and interests of the 
British nation, are our chief care and concern, desiring no
thing more than the continuance of our wise and excellent 
constitution, in the same happy, firm, and envied situation, 

• 
in which it was delivered down to us from our ancestors, and 
Vour majesty's predecessors." 

This address, according to the agent who presented it, was 

• 

, 
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kindly reccivetl by his majesty, who expressed his pleasure 
by reading it over twice. 

Unfortunately for the British government, but perhaps 
fortun.ately in the isslle for the America colonies, the repeal 
of the stamp act was followetl by other oppressive measurt;!s, 
which causetl a renewal of the former excitement in the 
A mcrican colonies, and led to that revolution, which deprivcd 
Great Britain of one of her fairest possessions. The inha
bitants of Delaware were for a long time anxious for a rc
conciliation between the mother country and the American 
colonies; still they understood too well their unalienable 
rights, and had too high a regard for them, tamely to relin
quish them. In a subsequent address, prepared by the same 
gentlemen who had drafted the former, they renewed their 
protestations of loyalty; but at the same time took the 
liberty of remonstrating against the proceedings of the Bri
tish parliament: 

" If our fellow-subjects of Great Britain, who derive no 
authority from us, who cannot in OHr humble opinion repre
sent as, and to whom we will not yield in loyalty and afTec
tilJn to your majesty, can at their will and pleasure, of right, 
give and grant away our property; if they enforce an impli
cit obetlience to every order or act of theirs for that purpose, 
and deprive all, or any of the assemblies on this continent, I 

of the power of legislation, fllr differing with them in opinion I 
in matters which intimately affect their rights and interests, 
nnd every thing that is dear and valuable to Englishmen, we 
cannot imagine a case more miserable; we cannot think that I 
we shall have even the shadow of liberty left. 'Ve conceive 
it to be an inherent right in your majesty's subjects, derived 
to them from God and nature, handed down from their ances
tors, and confirmed by your royal predecessors and the con
stitution, in person, or by tlleir representatives, to give and 
grant to their sovereigns those things which their own la
bours and their own cares have acquired and saved, and in 
such proportions and at such times, as the national honour 
and interest may require. Your majesty's faithful subjects 
of this government have enjoyed this inestimable privilege 

.., 
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uninterrupted from its first existence, till of late. They 
! have at all times cheerful1y contributed to the utmost of their 
I abilities for your majesty's service, as often \l.S your royal 
, 
! requisitions were made known; and they cnnnot now, but 
, 
i with the greatest uneasiness and uistress of mind, part with 
I the power of demonstrating their loyalty and affection to 
: their beloved king." 
I About this time, Mr. Rodney, in consequence of ill health. 
I was obliged to relinquish his public duties, and seek medical 

advice in the city of Philadelphia. A cancerous affection had 
I some time previol1sly made its appearance on his nose, and 
, 
, was fast spreading itself over one side of his face. Fortunate-

ly, the skill of the physicians of Philadelphia afforded him 
: considerable relief, and deterred him from making a voyage 
I to England to seek professional advice in that country. In 
; 1769, 1\1r. Rodney was elected speaker of the house of repre
I scntatilres, an office which he continued to fill for several 
I years. About the same time he was appointed chairm~n of 
! the committee of correspondence with the other colonies. In 
! the discharge of the duties of this latter office, he communi-, 
i cated with gentlemen of .great influence in all parts of the , 
I country, and by the intelligence which he received from them, 
• , 
I and which he communicated to his constituents, contributed 
i to that union of sentiment which, at length, enabled the colo-
• 

I nics to achieve their independence. 
I 

Ii Among the persons which composed the wen known con-
il gress of 1774, :Mr. Rodney was one, having for his colleagues 

• 
I 

I George Read. The instructions given to this delegation re-

I . 
quired them to consult and determine upon such measures as 

I might appear most wise for the colonies to adopt, in order to 
i obtain relief froon the sufferings they were experiencing. On 

the meeting of thiR congress, on the fifth of September, in 
i the year already named, l\1r. Rodney appeared and took his 

seat. He was soon after appointed on several important 
committees, in the discharge of which he exhibited great 
fidelity, and as a reward for his services he receIved the 
thanks of the provincial assemhly, together WIth are-appoint 

27 • 
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•• 

ment to the same high station in the fonowing year. He 
was also appointed to the oflice of brigadier general in the 

• provInce. 
At the time that the important question of independence 

came before congress, Mr. Rodney was absent on a tour into 
theso~lthern part of Deh.i.ware, having for his object to quiet 
the discontent which prevailed in that section of the country, 
and to prepare the minus of the people io a change of their 
government. On the question of independence, his col
leagues, Mr. M'Kean and Mr. Read, who were Ilt this time 
in attendance upon congress, in Philadelphia, were divided. 
Aware of the importance of an unanimous yote of the states 
in favour of a declaration of independence. and acquainted 
with the views of Mr. Rodney, 1\1:r. M'Kean dispatched a 
special messenger to summon him to be present in his seat 
on the occurrence of the trying question. With great effort, I 
Mr. Rodney reached Philadelphia just in time to give his 
vote, and thus to secure an entire unanimity in that act of 
treason. In the autumn of 1776, a convention was called in 
Delaware, for the purpose of framing a new constitution, and 
of appointing delegates to the succeeding congress. In this 
convention there was a majority opposed to Mr. Rodney, 
who was removed from congress, and another appointed in 
his stead. Such ingratitude on the part of a people was not 
common during the revolutionary struggle. In the present 
instance, the removal of this gentleman was principally at
tributable to the friends of the royal government, who were 
quite nnmerous, especially in the lower connties, and who 
contrived to enlist the prejudices of some true repu1tlicans in 
accomplishing their object. 

Although thus removed from congress, Mr. Rodney still 
continued a member of the council of safety, and of the com
mittee oC inspection, in both of which offices he employed 
himself with great diligence, especially in collecting supplies 
for the troops of the state, which were at that time with 
Washington, in the state of New-Jersey. In l'~Ti, he re
paired in person to the camp ncar Princeton, where he re· 

• 
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maiued for nearly two months, in tlle most active and la Jori-
• {Jus serVlces. 

In the autumn of this year, 1\"Ir. Rodney was again appoint-
I cd as a delegate from Delaware to congress, but hefure taking 

his scat he was elected president of the state. This "'as an 
office of great responsibility, demanding energy and prompt
ness, ('specially as the legislature l I 'he state wus tardy in 
its movements, and the loyalists were not unfrequently cx
citing troublesome insurrections. 1\1r. Rodney continued 

I in the office of prcsident of the state for about fuur years. 
! During this period, he had frequent communica liuns frum 
I 'Vashington, in relation t.o the distressed condition of the 

army. In every emergency, he was re~H]y to as:3ist to the 
I extent of his power; and by the influence which he exerted, 
I and by the energy which he manifested, he succeed ell in af

fording the most prompt and efficient aid. The honourable 
1 
. course which he pursued, his firm and yet liberal conduct, in 

circumstnnces the most difficult and trying, greatly endeared 
him to the people of Delaware, who universally expressed 
their rcgrQt when, in the year 1782, he felt himself obliged, 
on account of the arduous nature of his (luties, aIHI the deli
cate state of his heal tIl, to decline a re-election. 

Shortly after retiring from the presidency, he was elected 
to congress, but it does not appear that he ever after took 
his seat in that body. The cancer which had for years af
flicted him, and whid. for a long time pre\riously had so 
spread over his face as to oblige him to wear a green silk 
screen to conceal its ill appearance, now increased its ra· 
vages, and in the early part of the year 1783, brought him to 
the grave. • 

It would be unnecessary, were it in our power, to add any 
thing further on the character of 1\Ir. Rodney. He was, flS 

our biographical notice clearly iudicates, a man of great in
tegrity, and of pure patriotic feeling. He delighted, when 
necessary, to sacrifice his private interests for the public 
good. He was remarkably distinguished for a degree of 
good humour and vivacity; and in generosity of character 
was an ornament to human nature. 
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GEORGE READ. 

GEORGE READ was a native of the provinee of Maryland, 
where he was born in the year 1734. His grandfather was 
an Irishman, who resided in the city of Dublin, and was pos
sessed of a con!'1l.derable fortune. His son, John Read, the -father of the. subject of the present memoir. having emigrated 
to America, tuok up his residence in Cecil county, where he 
pursued the occupation of a planter. Not long after the 
birth of his eldest son, he removed with his family into the 
province of Delaware, and settled in the county of Newcas
tle. Mr. Read designing his son for one of the learned pro
fessions, placed him in a seminary at Chester, in the province 
of Pennsylvania. Having there acquired the rudiments of 
the learned languages, he was transferred to the care of that 
learned and accomplished scholar, the Rev. Dr. Allison, a 
gentleman eminently qualified to superintend the education 
of young men. With this gentleman young Mr. Read con
tinued.his studies until his seventeenth year, when he enter
ed the office of John Moland, Esq. a distinguished lawyer in 

, the city of Philadelphia, for the purpose of acquiring n know-
• 

ledge of the legal profession. The intense application, and 
the sober habits of Mr. Read, were at this time highly ho
nourable to him. 'Vhile yet a student, he gave promise of 
future eminenr,e in his profef'ision. Mr. 1\loland reposed so 

, 

great confidence in his abilities, that even before he had fin-
ished his preparatory studies, he entrusted to him a consider
able share of his attorney business. 

In 1753, at the early'age of nineteen years, Mr. Read was 
admitted to the bar. On this event he performed an act of 

• 

singular generosity in favour of the other children of the 
family. As the eldest son, he was entitled, by the existing 
Jaws, to two shares of his father's estate, but be relin.quished 
all his rights in favour of his brothers, assigning as a reason 
for this act, his belief that he had received his proper portion 
in the education which had been given him. 

In the following rear, he commenced the practice of l!1w, 
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in the town of Newcastle, anu although surrounded by gel" 
tlemen of high attainments in the profession, he soon (le." 

quired the confidence of the public, and out<lilled a rcsp('ct. 
able share of business. In 1763, he ",as appointed to suc, 
eeed John Hoss, as attorney general of the three lower 
counties on the Delaware. This office, Mr. Read held until 
the year 1775, when, on being elected to congress, he re-
signed it. . 

During the same year, Mr. Read was connected by mar ... 
riage with a daughter of the Rev. John Ross, a clergyman, 
who had long presided o"('er an episcopal church, in the town 
of Newcastle. The charactel' of 1\Irs. Rcad ,,'as in every 
respect excellent. She possessed n vigorous Imdcrstanding. 
In her person she was beautiful, and to elegant manners was 
added a deep and consistent piety. She was also illlbued 

• 

with the spirit of 3 pure patriotism. Du .. ing the rc,"u)utionary 
war, slle was often called to suffer many prh'ations, and was 
frequently exposeu with her infant family to imminent danger, 
by reason of the predatory incursions of tht:' British, Yet, in 
the darkest hour, and amidst the most appalling danger, her 
fortitude was unshaken, and her courage undaunted. 

In the year 1765, Mr. Read was elected a representative 
from Newcastle county to the general assembly of Delaware, 
a post which he occupied for twelve years. In this station, 
and indeed through his whole political course, he appears to 
have been actuated neither by motives of self-interest nol' 
fcar. By an adherence to the royal cause, he had reason to 
anticipate office, honour, and wealth. But his patrioti!'m and 
integrity were of too pure a character to be influenced by 
worldly preferment, or pecuniary reward. The question 
with him was, not what a worldly policy might dictate, but 
,vhat reason and justice and religion would approye. 

On the first of August, 1774, Mr. Read was chosen a mem
ber of the continental eongress, in connexion with Cresar 
Rodney, and Thomas M'Kean. To this station he was all-

• 

Dually re-elected, during the whole revolutionary war, and 
was indeed present in the national assembly, except for a few 
short interva.ls, during the whole of that period. 
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It has already been noticed, that when the great qupstion 
of independence came before congress, Mr. Read was op
posed to the measure, and ultimately gave his vote agaihst 
it. This he did from a sense of duty: not that he was 
unfriendly to the liberties of his country, or was actuated by 
motives of selfishness 01' cowardice. But he deemed the 

pedient. In these sentiments, Mr. Read was not alone. :Many 
gentlemen in the colonies, characterized for great wisdom, 
and a decided patriotism, deemed the measure impolitic, and 
would have voted, had they been in congress, as he did. The 
idle bodings of these, fortunately, wertj llever realised. They 
}>roved to be false prophets, but they were as genuine 
patriots as others. Nor were they, like some in similar cir
cumstances, dissatisfied with results, differing from those 
which they had predicted. On the contrary, they rejoiced 
to find their anticipations were groundless. "\Vhen, at length, 
the measure had received the sanction of the great national 
council, and the time arrived for signing the instrument, Mr. 
Read affixed his signature to it, with all the cordiality of 
those who had voted in favour of the declaration itself. 

In the following September, l\'lr. Read was elected presi
dent of the convention which formed the first constitution 
of the state of Delaware. On the completion of this, he 
was ofiered the executive chair, but chose at that time to de
cline the honour. In 1717, the governor, Mr. lVl'Kinley, 
was captured by a detachment of British troops, when Mr. 

"M'Rean was caned to take his place in this responsible office, 
the duties of which he continued to discharge, until the release 
of the former gentleman. 

In 1779, ill health required him to retire for a season from 
public employment. In 1782, however, he accepted the ap
pointment of judge of the court of appeals in admiralty cases, 
an office in which he continued till the abolition of the court. 

In 1787, he represented the state of Delaware in the con
vention which framed the constitution of the United States" 
under which be was immediately elected a member of t~ 
Senate. The duties of this exalted station he discharged till 



. 

THO AS M'KEAN. 

1793, when he accepted of a seat on the hench of the Sl1-

preme court of the statc of Delaware, as chief justice. In 
this station he continued till the autumn of 1798, when he 
was suddenly summoned to .another world. 

In all t.he offices with which Mr. Read ",:as entrusted by 
his fellow citizens, he appeared with distinguished ability; 
but it was as a judge that he stood pre-eminent. For this 
station he was peculiarly fitted, not only by his unusual legal 
attainments, but by his singular patience in hearing all that 
cOlll1cH might deem import.ant to bring forward, and by a 
cool and dispassionate deliberation of. every circumstance 
which could bear upon the point in question. To this day 
his decisions are much respected in Dela war:-:-, and arc often 
recurred to, as precedents of no doubtful authority. 

In private life, the character of 1\:11'. Read was not less 
estimable and respectable. He was consistent in all the rela
tions of life, strict in the observance of bis moral duties, 
aUlI characterized by an expanded benevolence towards all 
around him. 

• 

• 

THOMAS M'KEAN. 

THOMAS M'KEAN was the second son of 'Villiam M'Kean, 
a native of Ireland, who sometime after his emigration to 
America, was married to an Irish lady, with whom he settled 
in the township of New-London, county of Chester, and the 

• 

province of Pennsylvania. where Thomas was born, on the 
• 

nineteenth of March, 1734. 
• 

At the age of nine years, he was placed under the care of 
the learned Dr. Allison, who was himself from Ireland, and 
of whose celebrated institution at New-London, we have al
ready had occasion to speak, in terms of high commen9ation. 
Besides an unusual1y accurate and profound acquaintance 
with the Latin and Greek classics, Dr. AllIson was well in 

• 
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, ' , 

formed in moral philosophy, history, and general literature 
To hi:; zeal for the diffusion of knowledge, Pennsylvania :: 
owes much of that taste for solid learning and c1as::;icallitcru- , 

, . 

ture, for which many of her principal characters have been ' 
, . 

su tlistinguished. ;i 
Under the instructions of this distinguished scholar, young i! 

guages, rhetoric, logic, and morall'hiloso11hy. After finishing !! 
tlu*regular course of studies, he was entered as a student at :1 

, 

law, ill the office of David Finney, a gentleman who was re- I 
lated to him, and who resided in Newcastle, in Delaware. ! . , 

Before he had attaiJlcd the age of twenty-one yeurs, he com- ! 
menccd the practice of law, in the courts of common pleas for I 
the counties of Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, and also in the ! 
supreme court. His industry and talents soon became known, ,: 

I I 
nnd secured to him a respectable share of business. . In 1156, ;1 

! ' 

he was admitted to practice in the courts of the city and ii 
county of Philadelphia. In the following year he was au- ,i 

mitted to the bar of the supreme court in Pennsylvania. In '; 
the same year the house of assembly elected him as their Ii 
clerk, and in the following year he was re-appointed to the i 
same station. I! 

11 
Mr. M'Kean was as yet a young man, but at this early , 

age, he occupied an enviable rank among men of maturer 'i 
Ilyears. He had held several offices of distinction, and by his I 
industry and assiduity, his judgment and ability, he gave pro-

The political career of l\'Ir. M'Kean commenced in the year ! 
1762, at which time he was returned a member of the i 

I 
bly from the county of Newcastle, which county he continued ! 
to repl'esent ill that capacity for several successive years, aI- ii 
though the last. six years of that period he spent in Philadel- :' 

, 
I 

day of the general election in Delaware, and after a long and 
eloquent speech addressed to his constituents, he requested 
tIle privilege of being considered no longer one of their can
didates for the state legislature., Most unexpectedly he was 
now placed in a peculiarly delicate situation. Ilis constitn-

• 
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ents, although unwilling to dispense with his services in the 
assembly, consented to comply with his wishes; but at the 
same time requested him to nominate certain gentlemen, 
whom they should consider as candidates for the next general 
assembly. This was conferring on Mr. M'Kean an honour 
which must have been highly flattering. It was a mark of 
confidence in his judgment, without a parallel within our 
recollection. To a compliance with this request, Mr. l\l'Kcan 
delicately gave his refusal; but, it being repeated, he deliver
e(~, with much reluctance, to the committee who waited upon 
him, the names of seven gentlemen, who were all elerted with 

• • great unamIDlty. 
'Vo have had frequent occasion, in these biographical no

tices, to speak of the congress which assembled in New-York 
in 1765, usually called the stamp act congress, its object being 
to obtain relief of the British government from the grievances 
generally under which the colonies were suffering, aIHI of the 
stamp act in particular. Of that illustrious body ~fr. ~l'Kcan 
was a member, from the counties of Newcastle, Kent, and 
Sussex, on the Delaware. Of the proceedings of this first 
American congress, little has been known, or can probably 
be collected, except from their general declaration of rights, 
and their address to the king, and petitions to parliament. 
Yet it is known, that in that congress, there were some who 

-
were distinguished for great energy and boldness of character. 
Among those of this description was James Otis of Boston, 
who, as Cresar Rodney afterwards said, "displayed that light -
and knowledge of the interest of America, which, shining like 
a sun, lit up those stars which shone on this subject after
wards." In original firmness and energy, Mr. M'Kean was 
probably not greatly inferior to Mr. Otis. His independent 
conduct, on the last day of the session of the-above congress, 
reflects the highest honour upon him, and deserves a special 
notice in every history of his life. 

A few of the members of this body appeared not only timid, 
but were suspected of hostility to the measures which ha~ 
been adopted. Among these, was Timothy Ruggles, a repre
sentative from the province of Massachusetts, who had been 
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, , 
elected president of the congress in prefcrence to James Otis, 
by only a single vote. In conclusion of the business, and 
when the mcmbers were called upon to f:lign the procectlings, 
Mr. Ruggles, with a few others, refused to affix their signa. 
tutes. 

, 

, , 
, , 
I ' , 

At this moment, 1\1r. M'Kcan rose, and with great dignity, 
but wi th deep feeling, addressing himself to the president, ;; 

• , 

, 
J • 

r ; , 

requested him to assign his reasons, for refusing to sign the ;: 
petitions. The president refused, on the ground that he was !! 

]lot bound in duty to state the cause of his objections. So :i 
, 
I ' , , 
I 
I 
I 

, 
un courteous a refnsa}, especially as unanimity and harmony l' 

I I ~ 
: 11tHl prevailed during the session, called forth a rejoinder from: 
" Mr. l\l'Kean, in which he pressed upon the president the illl- 'i 
, 
, 

, 

I ' 

, 
I ' 
, ' , 

• 

pausc, Mr. Ruggles observed, that it was H against his con !i 
scicnce." "Conscience /" exclaimed Mr. M'Kean, as he ro~'3 1 

froUl his seat, "conscience!" and he rung changes on the 
wonl so long amI so loud, that at length the president, in a 

• 

i 
moment of irritation, gave Mr. l\1'Kean, in the presence of 1: , 

: the whole congress, a challenge to fight him, which was ill- jl 
stuntly accepted. The president, however, had no moore .: 

1 ! 

: courage to fight than to sign the proceedings'of congress; anu :: 
i i the next morning he was seen wending his way through the I 
, ' , 
! I streets of New-Yorl{, towards the province of Massachusetts, ; 
, ' 
: the legislature of which, not long after, ordered him to be Ii 

! \ 
1 

" The' only other member of the congress of 1765, who re- i 
I ; 

! ~ fused to sign the petitions, was Mr. Robert Ogden, at that I 
, , I 

, 
, , i ~ time speaker of the house of assembly of N ew-J ersey. Tbis 

! I ,j 
i: gentleman, Mr. l\i'Kean strongly solicited in private to adopt Ii 
:: a bold and manly course, by affixing his signature to the pro- I 
, 

!; ceedings of the congress. Arguments, however, were in , ' 
;1 vain; yet he was reluctant that his constituents in New-Jer-
;: sey should become acquainted with his refusal. It was, 
, , 
i: !lOwever, communicated to them. The people of New-Jer-
: i sey, justly indignant at his conduct, burnt his effigy i~ several 
I ; towns, and on the meeting of the general assembly, he was 
I removed from the office ofspeaker. As Mr. l\'1'I{ean, in pass 
I 
~-~--=-='====-===---=-============-===-============~ 
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, 

ing through Ncw-Jersey, had without hesitation, when askcu, 
I communicated the course which Mr. Ogden had taken, the 
I latter gentleman, it is said, threatened him with a challenge, 

which, howe\'er, ended much as had the pt'ecipitate challenge 

, 

of the president from l\Iassachusetts. 
, 

'Ve must lleccss~rily pass o\'er so\'eral years of the lift) of 
Mr. l\i'Koan, during which he 'was engaged in vario1l5 puLlic 
employments. A short time before the meeting of the con
gress of 1774, 1\11'. M'Keall took up his permanent residence 

I , 

, , 

• 
I , , 

in the city of Philadelphia. The people of the lower coun- ' i 
ties on the Delaware wcre anxious that. he should represent I 
them in that body, and he was accordingly elected a~ their i' 
delegate. On the 3d of September, he took his scat ill that i 

august assemblage. From this' time~ until the 1st, of Febru
ary, 1783, he continued annually to be elected a member of 

, 
I 
, 

• 

the great national council, a period of t.:ight years and a half. 
This was the only instance, it is said, in which any gentleman 
was continued a member of congress, from 1774, to the 
signing of the preliminaries of peace in 1783. It is also 
worthy of notice, that at the same time IlC represented the 
state of Delaware in congress, he was president of it in 1781, 

, 

and from July, 1"Y'1'''Y1'''Y,', was the chief justice of Pennsylvania. 
Such an instance of the same gentleman being claimed as a 

, 

citizen of two states, and holding high oflicial stations in both 
, 

at the same time, is believed to be without a parallel in the 
history of our country. 

As a member of congress, ~Ir. M'Keart was distinguished 
for llis cO'mprehensive views of the subjects which occupied 
the deliberation of that body, and for the firmness and deci
sion which marked his conduct on all questions of great na
tional importance. On the 12th of June, 1776, he was 
appointed, in connexioll with several others, a committee to 
prepare and digest the form of a confederation between the 
colonies. This committee reported a draught the same day; 
but it was not finally agreed to until tlfe 15th of November, 
1m, nor was it signed by a majority of the representatives 
of the respective colonies, until the 9th of July, 1')';8. Even 
at this latter date, New-Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland, had 

I 

I , 

I 

I 
i , 

I 
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• 

• 

328 DELAWARE DELEGA'l'lON. 

not authorized their delegates to ratify and sIgn tlle instru
ment. But, in ~he November following, New-Jersey accedoll 
to the confedcration, and on the 22d of February, 1779, 1\11'. 
M'Kean signed it in behalf of Delaware. Maryland ratilicll 
the act of union in March, 1'781. 

• 

On the great question of a declaration of indepcnuencc. 

i 
I 

Mr. M'Kean was, from tIle first, deciuedly in favour of the ,I 

deposited in the office of the secretary of state, but it was I 
omitted in the copy published in the journals of congress. I 
This omission it is now impossible satisfactorily to explain i 
The following letter on the subject, addressed by Mr. I 

M'liean to Mr. Dallas of Pennsylvania, on the 26th of Sep- r 

tember, 1796, will, it is believed, be thought a valuable doeu-
ment: 

" Sir, 

, 
I 
I 

" Your favour of the 19th instant, respecting the Dec1a- I 

ration of Independence, should not have remained so long I 
I 

unanswered, if the duties of my office of chief justice had i 
not engrossed my whole attention, while the court was 
'&i ttin g. . 

" For several years past, I have becn taught to think less 
uufavourably of scepticism than formerly. So many things ' 
have been misrepresented, misstated, and erroneously print
ed, (with seeming authenticity,) under my own eye, as in 
my opinion to render those who doubt of every thing. nol 
altogether inexcusable: The publication of the Declaratiou 
of Independence, on the 4th of July, 1176, as printed in the 
second volume of the Journals of Congress, page 241 ; and 
also in the acts of most public bodies since, so far as respects 
the names of the delegates or depu';o.:. who made that De
claration, has led to the above refit. , In. By the printed 
publications referred to, it would appear, as if the fifty-five 
gentlemen, whose names are there printed, and none other, 
were on that day personally present in congress, and assent
ing to the Declaration; whereas, the truth is otherwise. The 
fol1owing gentleman were not members of congress on the 

5 7 7 
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4th of July, 1776; namely, 1\fatthew Thornton, BClljamin 
Hush, George Clymer, James Smith, George Taylor, <lilt! 

George Ross. The five last named were not choscn ddrga If'S 

ulltil the 20th day of the month; the fin;t, not lllltil thl' l'~lh 

day of September following, nor did he take hi~ Sl~nt ill con

gress, until the 4th of Norember, which was four month.", 
nftcr. The journals of Congress, (\'01. ii. p:tge 277 and ·11~.) 

I as well as those of the nsscmbly of the state of PClllIsYinllli:1, I . 
! (p. 53.) and of the general assembly ()f New-Hampshiff', 
: establish these facts. Although tbe six gentlelllan llallH·d 
I I. had been vcry active in the American Cllllsr, ant! somc or 
1f them, to my own knowledge, warmly in favour (d' indt'jH'Il

dence, previous to the day on which it was dec!arl'd, n·t I 
• 

• , 
I 

pcrsohaHy know that none of them were in congr('s:-; 011 dllll 

llay. 

I 
• 

I 
• 

"~rodesty shoul,} not rob any man of hi" ju;';t hllll 0 1Ir, 

I when 1)v that llOllollr, his modesty canuot 1)c ol1l~n(Jt.d. ::U \' ,-' .. . 
I name is not in the printed journals of congress, u:! a p:lily to 
, the Declaration of Independence, nnd this, like an ('ITOI' ill 
I thr first concoction, has vitiated most of '.lip, ~lIhsc'llll'nt pllh-

! congress fur the state of Delawarc, was pcrson:dly prC5cIlt 
in congress, and voted in favour of indepcndence on th(' -1th 

of July, 1776, and signed tIle declaration after it hall 1)('1'11 

I 
• , 
I 

I 

engrossed on parchment, where my :lame, in my own hand 
writing, still appears. Henry }\fisner, of the state of ~'(:w
York, was also in congress, and voted for independcncc. I 
do nut know how the misstatement in the printed juurnal has 
happened. The manuscript public journal has no names 
annexed to the Declaration of Independence, nor has the 

• 

secret journal; but it appears by the latter, that on the 19th 
day of July, 1776, the congress directed that it should he 
engrossed on parchment, and signed by every member, and . 

that it was so produced on the 2d of August, and signed. 
This is interlined in the secret journal, in the hand of Charles 
Thompson, the secretary. The present secretary of state 
of the United States, and myself, have lately inspected the 
journals, and seen this. The journal was first printed by 

2U 28-
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Mr. John Dunlap, in 1778, anll probably copies, with the 
names then signed to it, were printed in August, 1776, and 
that Mr. Dunlap printed the llames from one of them. 

"I have now, sir, given you a trup., though brief, history 

• 

I 
, 

of this aflilir; and, as you are engaged in publishing a new 
edition of the I .. uws of Pennsylvania, I am obliged to you 
for affording the favourable opportunity of conveying to YOll ,I 

I ' 

I 
, , 

this information, authorizing you to make any use of it you 1 

please. I , 

" I am," &c. 
I 

I 
I 

I ' 

I ! 
In the life of MI'. Rodney, we have had occasion to re- ! 

mark that 1\11'. J\f;l{ean ami Mr. Head voted in opposition to I' 
, 

ea..:h other, when thp question of independence was put in i 
committee of tlk whole, on the 1st of July. Delaware was ': 
thus divided. As it was improbable, in the estimation of Mr. 
1\I'1(oan, that the views of .Mr. Read would undergo a favour
able change before the final question should be taken, he be
came exceedingly anxious that MI'. Rodney, who he knew I 

was in favour of the declaration, should be present. At his 
private expense he dispatched an express into Delaware to 
acquaint Mr. Rodney with the delicate posture of affairs, 
and to urge him to hasten his return to Philadelphia. For
tunately, by an exertion which patriotism only could have 
prompted him to makp, that gentleman arrived in Philadel-

• 

phia, just as the members were entering the door of the state 
house, at the final discussion of the subject. 'Vithout even I 

an opportunity of consulting Mr. l\1"1(ean, on the momentou& 
question before them, he entered the hall with his spurs on 
his boots. Scarcely had he taken his seat, before 'the report 
of the chairman of the committee of the whole was read, 
soon after which the great qnestion was put. 1\11'. 1\1'1(ean 
and 1\:11'. Rodney voted in favour on the part of Delaware, 
and thus contributed to that unanimity among the colonies, 
on this great subject, without which a declaration had been 
worse than in vain. 

At the time congress passed the declaration of indepen
dence, the situation of Washington and his army, in N~w-Jer· 
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'i sey wae exceedingly prccarioui':!. On t.he uth of July, it was 
agreed by several public commillce::; ill Philadelphia, to 
dispatch all the associated militia of the state to the as:list-

, 
I ance of \Vashington, where they were to contillue, until ten , 

· thousand men could be raise.d to relic\'c them. Mr . .M 'I(ean 
was at this time colonel of a regiment of associated miij.ia. 
A few days following the declaration of iIlt1ependence, he wa!:! 

I on his way to Perth Amboy, in New-Jersey, at the head of 
I 

: his battaHon. In a letter, dated at head quarters, Perth Am
I 
I boy, July 26th, 1776, he describes the narrow escape which 
: he had in executing an order of the commander-in-chief, 

which required him to march his battalion into the town. 
Having put his troops in motion, under Lieutenant Colonel 

: Dean, he mounted his horse, and proceeded to wait upon the 
I 

general for more particular orders. At this time, the enem} 's 
batteries were playing along the road which it was necessmy 

; for him to take. Amidst balls, which were flying in every dI
rection around him, he proceeded to the general's he .• a 

· quarters. An order had just been issued to prevent the bi'at-
talion from proceeding into the town. It became necessary, 

• 

therefore, for him to follow them, in order to stop them. As 
· he turned to execute the order, a horse at a short distance 

, such was the incessant discharge from the enemy's batteries 
along the road, over which he passed, that it appeared impos
sible that he should escape. A merciful providence, however, 
protected him on his return. He executed his order, and 

J 

I safely marched his troops to the camp. 
The associate militia being at length discharged, 1\lr. M'Kean 

returned to Philadelphia, and was present in his seat ill con
gress on the second of Augnst, when the f'ngrossed copy of 
the declarat.ion of independence was signed by the members. 
A few davs after this, receivina intelligence of his having 

• 0 

been elected a member of the convention in Delaware, assem-
bled for the purpose of forming a constitution for that state, 
he departed for Dover, which place he reached in a single 
day. Although excessively fatigued, on his arrival, at the 
request of a committee of gentlemen of the convention, ho 
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retired to his room in the public inn, where he was employed 
the whole night in preparing a constitution for the future go-
vernment of the state. This he did without the least assh;t
ance, and even without the aid of a book. At ten 0' cloch 
the next morning it was presented to the convelltion1 by 
whom it was unanimously adopted. 

In the year 1777, Mr. l\'l'Kean was appointed president 
of the state of Delaware, and on the twenty-eighth of July of 
the same year, he received from the supreme executive coun
cil the commission of chief justice of Pennsylvania. The 
duties of this latter station he continued to discharge for 
twenty-two years. At the time of his accepting the commis
sion, he was speaker of the house of assembly, president of 
Delaware, as already noticed, and member of congress. 

T·he"duties of so many offices pressed with too much weight 
upon Mr. M'Kean, and he found himself compelled to offer 
his resignation, in 1780, to the people of Delaware, as their 
delegate to congress. They were, however, unwilling to dis
pense with his services, and he continued still to represent 
the state in the national council. In July of the following 
year, on the resignation of Samuel Huntington, he was elect
ed president of congress, a station which he found it neces
saty in the fonowing Octobcr to rclinquish, as the duties of it 
interfered with the exercise of his office of chief justice of 
Pennsylvania. On accepting his resignation, it was resolved: 

, "that the thanks of congress be given to the honourable 
Thomas M'Kean, late president of congress, in testimony of 
their approbation of his conduct in the chair, and in the exe
cntion 0' public business." 

We must here devote a paragraph to speak of 1\'It. M'Kean, 
in the ~xercise of his judicial functiuns. As a judge, he had 

. few equals, in this, or any other country. At this time the 
law of the state 0:' . Pennsylvania was in a great measure un
settled. It devolvE':d upon him to reduce it to a system. HiR 
decisions were re"markably accurate, and often profound. He 
was distinguished for great perspicuity of langu1\ge, for a!.l 
easy and perfectly intelligible explication of even' intricate 
and ,difficUlt cases. Inms· manners, 'while. presiding;' -1,0 n 

• 

• 
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proper affability, 11e united great dignity. In short, few men 
while living have acquired a higher reputction than did chief 
justice M'Kean, and few have enjoyed, after death, a greater 
share of judicial fame. 

In the year 1788, an attempt was made to impeach the con
duct of Mr. M'I{ean, as chief justice. The ground of accusa
tion arose from the following circumstance. Eleazer O~wald, 
in a column of a paper of which he was editor, attempted to 
prejudice t11e minds nf the people, in a cause then in court, 
in which he was defeno:-nt; nt the same time casting high1y 

I improper reflections upon the judges. In consideration of 
I this contempt of court, the judges inflicted a fine upon Os

wahl of ten pounds, and directed him to be imprisoned for 
the spa.ce of one month., that is, from the fifteenth day of July 

I, to the fifteenth day of August. At the expiration of twenty 
eight clays, a legal month, Oswal~ claimed his discharge. The 
sheriff, upon rhis, consulted Mr. lVl'Kean, who not knowing 
that the sentence was entered upon the record "for the space 
of one month," without the#explanatol'Y clause, directed t11e 
sherifrto detain the prisoner until the morning of the fifteenth 
of August. Finding his mistake, however, he directed Oswald , 
to be discharged; but as he had been detained beyond the 
time specified in the sentence, he presented a memorial to the 
general assembly, complaining of the ~hief justice, and de
manding his impeachment. After a discussior. of the subject 
by the assembly for several days, and a long examination of 
witnesses, it was at length resolved: " that this house, having, 
in a committee of the whole, gone into a full examination of 
the charges exhibited by Eleazer Oswald, of arbitrary and '. 
oppressive proceedings in the justices of the supreme court, 
against the said Eleazer Oswald, are of the opinion, that the 
charges are unsupp'orted by the testimony adduced, and, COll

sequently, that there is no just cause for impeaching the said 
L 

justices." . -
Of the convention of Pennsy1vania, which was assembled 

on the twentieth of November, 1787, to rati(y the constitution 
of the Unjted States, Mr. M'Nean was delegated a member 
from the city of Philadelphia. In this convel~tion, Mr 

• 

• 

• 
. . 

• 

• 
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• 

l\-I'Kean antI Mr 'ViIson, of the latter of whom we have spo 
ken in a former biographical sketch, took the lcad. On the 
twenty-sixth of this month, the former submitted 14e follow
ing motion: "That this convention do assent to, and ratify 
the constitution agreed to on the seventeenth of SeptcrnheI 
last, by the convention of the United States of America, held 
at Philadelphia." On a subsequent day, he entered at lcngth 
into the merits of the constitution, which he demonstrated in 
the most masterly manner, and triumphantly answered the 
various objections which had be~n urged against it. In the 
conclusi~n of this eloquent speech, he used the following 
language: "The law, sir, has been my study from my infan
cy, amI my only profession. I have gone through the circle i 
of ofl1ce, in the legisla ti ve, executi \'e, and j1ldicial, depUl·t
ments of government; and from all my study, observation, 
and experience, I must declare, that from a full examination 

. and due ·consideration of this system, it appears to me the 
best tlte u10rld has yet seen. . 

"I congratulate you on the fair prospect of its being 
acl'lpted, am\am happy in the expectation of :::;eeing accom
pli::)hed, what has been long my ardent wish that you will 

• 

hereafter have a salutary permanency in magistracy, and 
stability in the laws." . 

In the following year, the legislature of Pennsylvania took 
measures for calling a convention, to consider in what reo 
spects their state constitution required alteration and amend 
ment. This conve'n.tion .commenced its session on the 24th 
of November, 1789; Mr.l\i'Kean appeared and took his seat 
as a'delegate from the city of Philadelphia. 'Vhen the con
vention resolved itself into a committee of the whole, on the 
subject of altering or amending the constitution, he was ap
pointed chairman. During the whole of the deliberations, he 

; presided with great dignity and ability, for which he received 
the unanimous thanks of the convention. In 1779, Mr. M'Kean 

• 

. was elected to the chief magistracy of the state of Pennsyl. 
vania.' His competitor at this time, was the able and distin
guished James Ross. Mr. M'Kean belonged to the politics 
of Mr.·J effers~n, to \V hose elevation to the presidency of. the 

'.~== 
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United States, his election is supposed to ha,,·e powerfully 
contributed. The administration of :1\-1r. l\l'Kean was mark

; ed with ability, and with ultimate benefit to the state; ) ct 
I 

the numerous removals from office of his political opponents, 
i produced great excitement in the state, and, perhnps, upou 

the whole, betrayed, on his part, an unjustifiable degree of 
political asperity. 

I 
During the years 1807 and 1808, through the influence of 

a number of the citizens of the city and county of Philadel
! phia, an inquiry was instituted by the legislature into the ofli
I cial conduct ')f Governor l\1'Kean. The committee appointed 
i for this purpo .... cl reported to the legislature: 
I "I. That the governor did, premeditatedly, wantonly, un
i justly, and contrary to the true intent and meaning of the 
, constitution, render void the late election, (in 1806,) of a 5he-

rifrin the city and county of Philadelphia. 
"II. Th.at he usurped a judicial authority, in issuing a 

I warrant for the arrest and imprisonment of Joseph Cabrera; 
! and interfered in favour of a convict for forgery, in defiance 

of the law, and contrary to the wholesome regulations of the 
prison in PhiladtJphia, and the safety of the citizens. 

"III. That, contrary to the t.rue intent and meaning of the 
constitution, and in violation of it, did he appoint Dr. George 

• 

"IV. That, under a precedent, acknowledged to have been 
derived from the king of Great Britain, and contrary to the 
express letter' of the constit':ltion,.did he suffer his name to be 
stamped upon blank patents, warrants on the treasury, and 
other official papers, and that, too, out of his presence. 

"V. That, contrary to law, did he supersede Dr. Jame.s 
Reynolds as a member of the board of health. 

"VI. That, contrary to the obligations of duty, and the, 
injunctions of the constitution, did he offer and authorize 
overtures to be made to discontinue two actions of the com-

• 

monwealth against William Duane and his surety, for an al-
leged forfeiture of tWQ recognizances of one thousand 

. dQIJars each, on condition that 'Villiam Dualle would, discon
tinue civil actions against his son Joseph D. ~l'Keant and 

.. , 

, 

, 

• 

• 

, 

• 



• 

, 

, 
•••• . .. 

• 

'-

• 

336 DELAWARE DELEGATION. 

others, for damages for a murderous assault, committed by 
Joseph M'Kean, anrl others, on William Duane." 

This report the committee followed by affixing the follow 
ing resolution: 

"Resolved, rfhat Thomas 
commonwealth, be impeached 
mennours. " • 

M'Kean, governor of thi::; 
of high crimes and misue-

On the twenty-seventh of January, the house proceeded to 
the consideration of the above resolution, and on the same 
day indefinitely postponed the filrther consideration of the 
subject. 

Although this attempt to impeach the governor was thus 
unsuccessful, the following day he presented to the house a 
reply to the charges which had been exhibited against him 
by the committee of inquiry. After being read, a motion 
was made to insert it at large on the journal, which, at length, 
was carried in the affirmative. 

In the course of this reply, which contained, in the view 
Qf temperate men, a triumphant vindication of his character, 
Mr. M'Kcan observed as follows: "That 1 may have erred 
in judgment; that,l may have been mistaken in my general 
views of. public policy; and that 1 may have been deceived 
by the objects of executive confidence, or benevolence 1 am 
not so vain nor so credulous as to deny; though, in the 
present instance, 1 am still without the proof and without 
the belief; but the firm and fearless position which I take~ 
invites the' strictest scrutiny, upon a fair exposition of our 
constitution and laws, into the sincerity and truth of th~ 

• 

general answer .given to my accusers that no act of my 
public life was ever done from a corrupt motive, nor with
out"'a deliberate.opinion that the act was lawful and pope1 

/ in it~elf." . 
At the close of the year 1808, Mr. 'M'Kea"n, having occu· 

pied the chair of state duringthe.cohstitutionaI period'oruine 
years, retired ftp~ the cares'of'~, long.Jll"e, 'toiheeiljoy~enf 

'" ." - " 

• 

, of a pe~ce.ful:r~tire~nt, re~der~d dOllbly- grateCU';'.bY< the 
.' confiJcioUBness,:,o(' a well'earned,:ari:d'~:honourable ':fame:'··· In ", . . .' . . . ' 

., ., tAeenjoYID'eut',ot, this retire~eri~',be:live~·,imtili1h~l:t"~nty. : 
• • .. , . • .. . , 

• 

• 

" 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
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fourth of June, ]817, when he was gathered to the generation 
I of his fathers, at the uncommc.n age of eighty-three years, 

two months, and sixteen days. He Hes interred in the b\!rial 
ground of the First Presbyterian Church, in Market-street. 
Philadelphia. . 
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.lIARYLAND DELEGA"rION 
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SAMUEL CHASE, 

WILLIAM" "PACA, 

THOMAS STONE, 

CHARLES CARROLL. 

, 

SAMUEL Cli ASE. • 

SAMUEL CII A.SE was the son of the Rev. Thomas Chase, a 
clergyman of distinction, in the Pl>otcstant episcopal church 
who, after his emigration to America, married the daughter 
of a respectable farmer, and settled, for a time, in Somerset 
county, in Marylanu, where this son was born, un tne 17th of 
April, 1741. 

In 1743, Mr. Chase removed to Baltimore, having been ap
pointed to the charge of St. Paul's church, in that place 
Even in Baltimore, at this period, there was no school of a . 
high order. The instruction of his son, therefore, devolved ., 
upon Mr. Chase, than whom few, fortunately, were better 
qualified for such a charge. His own attainments in classi-

, calleal'ning wpre much superior to tbose who had beenedu
eated in America. Under· the instruction· of one softwell 

~ - . . 

qualified to teach, the son soon outstrippcd'most·of his,com-,. 

• 

.. 
• 

• • 

peers, and at the early age of eighteen was sent to An~apolis,. : . ; .,' . 
to commence the stllgy··of'.]aw •. After a sedulou~:ld,t~ntion· ; 
to his preparatory course, for two years, he .was..:adlll\ttedJo 

• • • 

. practice in the mayor~a,court, and two years fr.om,ih,i.Ef '"., . - . . 
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date, was licensed for the chancery, anu some of the countv 
• • 

courts. Finuing the number of. practitioners at Annaplllit! 
small, he settlell in that place as a lawyer, where he was SOOI1 

after connected ill mnrriage with an amiable and intelligent 
lady, by whom he had two SOIlS nnll two daug'hters, all of 
whom survived their parents. 

The incidents in the life of 1\11'. Chuse, for several rears, 
were but few. Devoted to his professional duties, he not 
only acquired a respectable share of business, but became 
highly distinguished for his legal attainments. 

The political career of Mr. Chase commenced about the 
time of the congress of 177'4, in which body he acted as a de
legate from Maryland. This station he continued to occupy 
for several years. In the spring of 1776, he was appointed 
by congress, in conjunction with Dr. Franklin and 1\11'. Car
ron, to a trust of a most important natnre. Tllis was a mis
sion to Canada, the object of which was, to induce the inha-

• 

bitants J)f that country to withdraw their connexion from 
Great Britain, and to join the American confederacy. The 
undertaking was attended with great difficulties; but as ~Ir. 
Chase, though young, was distinguished for his abilities, and 
characterized for a most ardent patriotism, he was appointed 

• 

one of the commissioners. l\fr. Carroll, and his brother, af-
terwards the archbishop of Baltimore, were added to the coma 
mission, under an apprehension that they might exercise a 
l!Ialutary influence with the catholics in Canada. . Although 

, 

the objects of the expedition were not attained, the fidelity of 
the commissioners was never, for a moment, questioned. 

On his return to Philadelphia, Mr. Chase found that a pro
position had been· made in congress to issue a declaration of 
independence. The situation of the Ma::-yland delegation. in. 
respect to such ·'a measure, was- peculiarly trying. They. had 
been expressly prohibited, by the convention which appointed 
t}lem, from voting in favour of a declaration of-independence, 
and, as theyhad'accepted their appointments under this·re-

r. . • 

striction, th~y:;did<:nofJeel at "liberty ,~o give such a measure 
their active: and open: support. '. . '. • 

It was,: ilot compatihle\vhh . the independeilt:and .patriotle 
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34) DIAltYLAND DELEGATIUN. 

spirit of Mr. Chase, quietly to endure such a situation. He 
left congress, ami proceeded to Mary land. He traversed the 
province, and, assisted by his colleagues and friends, as
sembled county meetings, and persuaded the inhabitants to 
send addresses to the convention, then sitting at Annapolis, 
in favour of. independence. Such an expression of cordiality 
to n measure, the convention could not resists and at length 
gave an unanimous 'vote in its favour. With this vote, Mr. 
Chase hastened to Philadelphia, where he arrived in time to 
tuke his seat on Monday morning, having rode, on the two 

, 

previous days, one hundred a,nd fifty miles. On the day of 
his arrival, the resolution to issue a declaration of indepen
dence came before the house, and he had the pleasure of 
unit.ing with a m~jority in favour of it. > 

This success was a sufficient reward for all the labour 
which he had sustained, in accomplishing an object so de
sirable. A pure patriotism only. however, eould have sus
tained the fathers of the revolution, under all the toils and 
fatigue which they endured. They were fitted for high and 
mighty enterprises. Common dangers, and common suffer
ings, tIley regarded not. The object presented to their view, 
was co"imccted with the liberty not only of themsehres, but 
with the £1i1lions of their future posterity. With this object 
before ~hem, therefore, they heeded not danger, nor were 

I 
they subdued, or even disheartened, by the most unexpected 

• 

reverses. , 

Our limits permit us not to enter into a minute detail of 
the congressional services rendered by Mr. Chase, during 
severaL years which followed the declaration of indepen
dence. In the number, variety, and importance of those 
services, he was probably surpassed by few. He possessed, 
beyond most others,. an ardour of mind, which sometimes, in 
debate, carried him almost beyond the bounds of propriety. 
There were some others from time· to time in congress. of a 
similar stamp. They ,were important- members; they served 
to animate that body by the wurmth which they manifes~ed 
in debate, and to l'ouse the more ,supine or timid to action, 8S 

. the nec~essity of the times required. 

I 
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In 1783, Mr. Chase being accidentally in Ba'timore, was 
Invited to attend the meeting of a c1ub of young men, whu 
assembled at stated times, for the purpose of debating 
Among the speakers of the evening, there was one who, 
from his force of argument, and gracefltlness of delivery, 
attracted his attention. At the close-or-the debate, 1\:1r. Chase 
entered .into conversation with him, and advised him to think 
of the profession of law. The young man was at the time a 
cIerk in an apothecary's shop. Finding him destitute of 'he 

• 

mean::; necessary for an undertaking so expensive, 1\'11'. Chase 
kindly offered him the benefit of his library, his instruc
tion, and his table. That young man was ltViZliam Pinkney . 
He accepted the in vi tation of his generous benefactor, who 
afterwards had the pleasure of seeing him one of the most 
distinguished lawyers ever at the American bar. It may be 
proper to add in this place, that he was afterwards attornt:y 
general of the United States, and a minister in successive 
years at the courts of St. James, at Naples, and St. Peters
burg. In the same year, Mr. Cnase visited England, on be
half of the state of Maryland, for the purpose of reclaiming 
a large amount of property, which, while a colony, she had 
entrusted to the bank of England. In the prosecution of 
this business, he continued in England about a year, in whic.h 
time he had the pleasure of becoming acquainted with many 
of the distinguished men of that country, among whom were 
Pitt~ and Fox, and Burke. Aithough unsuccessful in accom
plishing the object of his mission, while he continued in 
England, he put the claim in so favourable a train, that at 
a subsequent period, the state recovered about six hundr~d 
a.nd fifty thousand dollars. While in England, he was mar
ried to his second wife, the daughter of Dr. Samuel Giles, of 
Kentbury, with whom, in 1784, he returned to America. 

In the year 1786, at the pressing invitation of his friend, 
Colonel Howard, he removed from Annapolis to Baltimore. 
By this gentleman, he was generously presented with a 
square of ten lots ~f land, upon a spot in which he erected a 
house, in which he lived until his death. On his removal
from Annapolis, the corporation of that city tendered to him 
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the expressions of their respect, in the following address' 
"Sir, the mayor, aldermen, and common councilmen of the 
city of Annapolis, impressed with a due sense of the services 
rendered to this corporation by you, in the capacity of re· 
corder thereof, do take this occasion to assure you of their . , 
entire approbation of your conduct in the performance of the 
duties of that trust, and to acknowledge your ready exertion, 
at all times, to promote the interest and welfare of this city. 
'rhey sincerely regret the occasion of this address, as your 
removal from the city of Annapolis .. vill ~~prive this body of 
a faithful and able officer, and the city of a valuable citizen. 
You have our warmest wishes for your happiness and wel
fare." 

To this address, Mr. Chase returned the following an
swer: "The adtlress of the mayor, aldermen, and common 
councilmen of this city~ presented me this day, affords me 
just pleasure, as I flatter myself they speak the genuine senti
ments of the citizens. As recorder of the city, duty and in 
clination urged me to enforce due obedience to the by-laws, 

. . and assist in the framing of ordinances for the regulating the 
police of the city. In the discharge of this duty, I ever re
ceived the ready assistance of my brethren on the bench, 
and of the other members of the corporation, and but a small 
portion of merit is due to me. My abilities have bee,n much 
overrated by the corporation; I only wish they had been 
equa1 to my incIinat ;on to serve them. 

; 

-" .. 

"As one, of the delegates of Annapolis, my public powers 
were exerted on all occasions to promote the interest and 
welfare of the city; and supported by my colleagues, my 
endeavours were in some instances crowned with success. I 
feel myself amply rewarded by the approbation of the body 
over whom you have the honour to preside. There c~n be 
. nothing more agreeable to a public character, than to receive 
'the public approbation of his conduct, from those who speak 
the collected and unbias~~d sense-of his constituents; and it 
is the only reward a free and virtuous people can bestow, 
'imd the only one an honest representative can expect. 

"Be pleased to present the corporation my warmest 

" 
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• 
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wishes for their prosperity, and I sincerely hope that the 
city of Annapolis may be forever distinguished for the har
monyand friendship, the benmTolence and patriotism of its 
ci tlzens." 

In the year 1788, Mr. Chase was appointed the presiding 
judge of a court of criminal jurisdiction, for the county and 
town of Baltimore, at that time organized. This situa
tion, however, did not prevent him from the practice of his 
profession, in which he continued ,'uti! the year 1791, when 
he accepted the appointment of chief justice of the general 
court of l\faryland. In a previous yeal, Mr. Chase had served 
in the convention of :Maryland, nssembled to ratify the 
federal constitution on the part of Maryland. With this in
strument he was not entirely pleased, considering it not 
sufficiently democratical. He is said to have belonged to the 
federal party in the country, and so to have continued to the 
end of his life; but not to hnve entertained that partiality 
for England which has been ascribefl to that party. \Vith 
this peculiarity of views and feelings, Mr. Chase was not, as 
might be expected, without his enemies. 

In the year 1794, an event occurred in the city of Balti
more, which gave an opportunity to Judge Chase of exhibit
ing the firmness of his characLer, in respect to maintaining 
the dignity of the bench and the supremacy of the law. The 
event to which we allude was the tarring and feathering of 
two men, in the public streets, on an occasion of some popu
lar excitement. The circumstances of the case were inves
tigated by Judge Chase, in the issue of which investigation, ' 
he caused two respectable and popular men to be arrested as 
ring-leaders. 

011 being arraigned before the cour~ they refused to give 
bail. Upon this the judge informed them that they must go 
to jail. Accordingly he directed the sheriff to take one of the 
prisoners to jail. This the sheriff informed the judge he 
could not do, as he apprehended resistance. "Summon the 
posse comitatus then," exclaimed the judge. "Sir," said the 

• 

Iheriff, "no one will serve." "Summon me then," said Judge 
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, 

Chase, in a tone of lofty indignation, "I will be the posse 
, 

comitatus"and Iwill take him to jaiL". ,. ~.,' " , .. ,. ,_ 
A member.·of the bar now begged leave to interpose, and 

requested the judge to waive. the commitment. "No, God for-
, Lid," replied th.a judge, "I will do my duty, 'whatever ~e t.he 

consequences to myself or my family." He now directed the 
parties to meet him the next day~ and to give him the recluireu 
security. He was told that the next day wou1d he the sabbath 
"No better day," said. Judge Chase, "can be nameu, on 
which to execute the laws of the countn.r. I will meet YOU - . 
here, and. from this scat of justice I will go to the house of ' 
God." , , , 

The parties in question, however, neglected 1.0 give the re- I 
quired security on the sabbath, on account of which neglect, I, 
the judge despatched ail express to the governor and conncil, 
calling upon them for assistance in the execution oCthe laws. 
On Monday the required security ,vas given; but when the 

,grand jury met, instead of finding a bill against the accused, 
they deli,rered a presentnient against ,Judge Chase himself, 
in· which they rellected with severity uI)on his censure of the 
sheriff, and charged him with having violated the bill of rights, 
by holding at the same time two incompatible offices, viz. 
the office of chief justice of t,he criminal court, and that of the 
general court of the state. To this presentment Judge Chase 
replied with becoming moderation, and yet w'ith firmness. In 
conclus}on, he hlformed the jury that they had touched upon 
topics' beyo~d their province; he advised them to confine I 
themselvestothe line of their duty, assuring them that what-

. , 

. ever opinions they might form, or whatever resentments they' 
. might indulge, heshbuld ever respect them as the gran,d in
quest of the state of l\Iaryland. ' 

" , 

In the year 1796, he'was appointed by 'Vashington an as-
sociate judge of-the supreme court of the United States, a' sta-

. , , 

tionwhich' he continu,ed ,to occupy for fifteen ,years, and' in 
which h,e generally appeared with .great diglliiY-andability. 

, , 

It,was the ill fortune of Judge Chase, however, tohave'his 
latter days on the bench embittered ,by animpeacllnie'iitby . 
the house of representathres, on which he was tried before the 
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senate of the United States, where he narrowly escaped con
I 

clernllation. This impeachment was made in 1804, and was 
, rccommcndcdhy"n commi"uee ofinquir"y, i'aised, it is said,on 

the motion of John Randolph, of Virginia, to which he was 
incited through politica,l unimosity. The articles of impeach
ment originally reported were six in Humber, to which two 
others were afterwards added. On these articles Judge Chase 
was put upon his trial, which began on the second of January, 
and was finally euded on the fifth of l'Iarch, 1805. 

The articles of impeachment were founded on certuin con
duct of the judge, on diiTerent occasions, at ~hi1adelphia, Rich
mond, and other pJaces, in which he wus said, to have tran-, 
scended his judicial powers. The minute history, of this 

I affair, our limiis forbid us to detail. It is sufficient to say, that 
I much exertion was made by his political opponents to pro

duce a conviction, but without effect. On five of the charge::; 
a majority of the senate acquitted him. On the others, a ma
jority was against him; but as a vote of two thirds is neces
sary to conviction, he was acquitted of the whole. 

This was a. severe trial to a man of the independent spirit 
I of Judge Chase. Its disagreeableness was not a little increas

ed by a severe attack of the gout, during the progress of the 

, 

, 

impeachment. After his -acquittal, he contiaued to exercise 
his judicial functions, unmolested by his enemies, and with 
his usua.l ability. -

In the year 1811, his health began to fail him, and thopgh 
his disease was slow in its progress, he well understood, that 
it was of a nature to bring him to the' gra\re. His death oc,. 
curred on the nineteenth of June~ . In his dying hour, he ap
peared calm and resigned. He spoke of his domestic afiairs ' 
with great propriety, and to his weeping family recommend-
ed composure and fortitude. . He was a firm believer in 
Christianity, and but ,a short time before his death, having " 
pariaken of the sacrament, he declared hilJ)§_eICto be in peace 
with all mal1ki~d.· In his will, he directed that no mourning 

• 

should, be worn for him, and requested that only his name, 
with the dates ()f his birth anddeath,should: be inscribed on 
his tomb. ' .' " . , ' 
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From the foregoing sketch, it is easy to perceive that Judge 
Chase was 110 ordinary mall. lie possessed an. intellect of 
great power, and a courage which was at an times und~unted. 
It was his unhappiness to have feelings which were too iras
cible and vehement nn his personal comfort, and which be
trayed him at times, into a course of conduct, that sober 
judgment would have pronounced at least impolitic. Yet fe\v 
men were more sincere, or more firmly patriotic. He ar·, 

• 

dently loved hiB friends, and by them, was ardently loved in 
turn. He loved his country. In the days of her deepest de
pression, he stood firm to her interests, and will occupy a 

, ' 

distinguished place among those who have" graced the ro118 
of fame." 

• 

• 

, 

'VILLIAM PACA • 

WILLIAM PACA was born on the 31st of October, 1740. 
He was the second son of John Paca, a gentleman of large 
estate, who resided in the county of Harford, in the state of 
1\lal'yland. His father, sensible of the importance of a good 
education, placed his son, at a proper age, in the cpllege at 

• 
l>h,iladelphia, at that Hme under the care of. the learned and 
eloquent Dr. 'Villiam Smith. On commenci,ng bachelor or 
arts, in 1759, he entered the office of Stephen Bradley, a dis-

, 

tinguished lawyer of Annapolis, for the purpose of pursuing 
the profession of law. 

1\Ir. Paca was a diligent student, and early gave promise of 
eminence in his p'rofession. He was licensed to practice in 1761, 
amI was admitted to the bar at the provincial court in 1764. lie 
established himself at Annapolis, where he had for his com
petitors, John Price, and Samuel Chase, with the latter of 
whom he bccollle intimately acquainted, and with w he 

, 

lu'lcd an important part during the revolutionary struggle. , 
" The political career of Mr. }lac a commenced ill 1771, at 

• • 
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which time he ,was appointed to represent the county in the 
I 
; popular branch of the-legislature. -Atthis time, and for se-", 
Ii veral years after, much contentio~ existed between the go-
: vernment of Maryland, which was proprietary, and ~e peo-

I 

Ii p1e. The government consisted of thrte branches: a house 
I of burgesses, the members of which were selected by the 
i people. The second branch \vas called the upper house, the 
I bers of which were elected and removed, at the pleasure 
! o( the proprietor. The governor formed the third branch, 
! without whose assent no act of assembly was valid. And in 
\ ,I addition to this, the proprietor himself, who generally resid-, 
l cd in England, claimed the privilege of dissenting from such 

laws as he pleased, although they had received the sanction 
of the above branches of the legh;lature. lienee, there was 
often no sma]) collision between the lower bouse, or those 

• 

who r.cpresented the people, and the upper house and go-
vernor, who were." considered as under the influence of the 

• proprtetor. 

. pIe, whose interests he strongly felt, and faithfully guarded. 
I: The interests of the proprietor and of the people were often 
jI thought to b3 at variance. An al'ariciulls an.d oppressive 

spirit marked the proceedings of the proprietor and his par
tisans. It was important, therefore, for the people, to have 
men to represent them in the . of burgesses, who un
derstood their rights, and were sufficiently bold to assert and 
maintain them. Such a man was Mr. He was learn
ed as to a knowledge of law, and of the principles of the 
proprietary government; and at all times, when 
sufficiently courageous to resist the aggressions of avarice, 

I and the usurpations of tyranny. . 
• 

The foJlowing anecdote will illustrate the bold· and inde-
pendent spirit of. In 1771, act expired in 

the object of which to the staple of 
tobacco, and the fees of certain 01licers. This act the _ 

I of burgesses to a reduction 01 the 
reel~ As branch of the ulJembl, would re- ' 

• 

cede thtt it takeD, the fee 
, 

• 
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state of things, the governor issued ~.is proclamation Jirect
l11g the officers to proceed according to the old law. 

The commotion excited throughout the province was 

I 
f 
I , 
I 
I 
• 

i 
I 
I 
• 
I , 
I 
, ' 

great, and at some places. particularly at Annapolis, even [I 

tumultuous. At this latter place, a multitude of citizens col- I 
• 

lected to express their abhorrence of the conduct of the go- i , 
vernor. At the head of this multituue were Mr. Paca and i 
Mr. Chase. A procession was formed, and with these two , 
gentlemen for leaders, they proceetled to a gallows which 'I 

governor's proclamation, in due form, with a halter. At I 
length it was taken down, inclosed in a coffin prepared for il 
the purpose, amI consigned to a gra"e dug beneath the ga1. i , 
lo\\'~. During the whole ceremony, minute guns were fired !: 
from a schooner own£'d by Mr. Puea, which was stationed al ! 

I : no great uistance. III conclusion, the citizens marched back ,; 
I I 

to the city, where they devoted the rcmainuer of the day to :1 
, 

festi,·ity. Ii 
The contro\'ersy 1.0 which we haye now alluded had long ii 

, 

existed, and continued to exist, quite down to the era of the Ii 
• I 

reyolutionary stru~gJc. 'Vhen that strug-gle commenced, ': 
. , 

about the year 177·1, there were mell, therefore, in l\Iaryland! :r 
I I 

who were well prepared to enter into it, with energy and de- !! 
, 

cision. They had been trained in the school of controversy. I , 
They had stmliell every chapter rela!.ing to American rights; ;: 

I 

and possessing a boldness and a courage commensurate with i , 
their knowledge, they were prepared to act a decided part. ! 

Of the illustrious congress of 1774, Mr. Paca was a mem- ! 
ber, in conjunction with Samuel Chase, and several others. ! 

I 
They were instructed by the Maryland convention, from ! 

which they received their appointment: "To effect one 
general plan of conduct, operating on the commercial con
nexion of the colonies with the mother country, for the 
relief of Boston, and the preservation of American liberty." i 
As a member of this congress, Mr. Paca so well pleased his I 
constituents, that he was fe-appointed to the same station, ' 
until the year 1778, at the close of which he retired. 

Mr Paca was an open advocate for a declaration of indo-

• -
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prndrllcP, as wC're se\'era] of Ids collengucs. For the ac
complishIllent of such an object, th<'y laboured with lIl1\n'a· 
ril'd zeu]. A ll1ujorit,\' (If the people of ~Iar)'land, howeH'r. 
\\'('re 110t prcpan'd for sudl a measure. Th<,y still fllt 
d strong unl~cti()11 for the killg, and the mother country, to
IraI'll::; whom they expre~sed by. their cOI1\'ention, rurIy in 
.he year lnG, many professions of loyalty and regard. 

At the same time, they strictly pnjoillc(l their rcprcsenta
(iff'S in congress, not to consent to any propositions for pub
li:-;!Jillg a declaration of indrpcndence, and accompanied 
(Iiese restrictions with a resolution, that ~Iarrlanu would not 
be hound by any vote of congress, \"'hich should sanction 
sllch a measure. 

In the life of ~Ir. Chase, we have related the manner in 
which a change was effected among the people in rdation to 
(Iii,; :::uIJject, particularly through the instrumentality of ::\Ir. 
Cltnse. On the 2Sth of June, the conrention of ~Iaryland 
recalled their instructions to their dele,!Iates, whom they left 

._ J 

frcc to vote in (ayour of a declaration of independence. In 
cons('(plenCe, their vote was given in its £1YOUr, shortly after 
which the convention expressed their approbation of the 
II1ea:-:l1l'e, and in support of it pledged their lives and fortunes 
aud sacred honour. 

Early in the year 1778, J\Ir. Paca was appointed chief jus
tice of the supreme court of his state, an office which he 
continued to exercise with g-rcat ability, until 1780, when he 
was a(hanced by congress to the still more important office 
of chief judge of the court of appeals, in prize and admiralty 
cns('s. In this new station, he acquitted himself with great 
h0nour. He entered with ability into the subject of inter
national law, and had the happiness to learn that his deci
sions were highly approved, both at home and abroad. 

In I i82, he was elected to the chief magistracy of his na

ti\'e state. Here, again, he was distinguished for great cor
rectness and integrity, for dignity and simplicity. He en
tered with zeal into the interests of literature and religion. 
both of which he promoted by his private donations, and his 
exr.cutiv~ patron~e:e. Thege subjects he officially recom-

30 

, 
I , 

\ I 
I 
I ' 

I l 
i I 
I I 
I i , 
, < 

I , 

i : 
, 
I 
I , 
< 

< 

I 
I 

I ' , ' 

: I 
I , 
I < 

I < 

: ! 
I ' 

< 

I I 
, 

I 
I ! 
I , 
, I 

I : 
I ' 
I I 

, , ' 
I ; 
I : 
I [ , , 
I 
I 

I i 
I I I, 
! I 
I 
< , 

I 
I 
I 

I 
< , 

, 



• 

• 

. ~========================================='=======:~ ':-' 7 

350 llARVLAND DELEGATION. 

mended to the general assembly in the fonowing language 
"It is far f~om our intention," said lie, " to embarra.ss' YOUI 

deliberations with a variety of objects; but we cannot pass 
over matters of so high concernment as religion and learning. 
The sufferings of the min!.4ters of the gospel of a11 denomi
nations, during the war, ha~ been very considerable; anti 
the perseverance and firmness of those, who discharged thciI 
sacred functions under many discouraging circumstances, 
claim our acknowledgments and thanks. The bill of rights 
and form of government recognize the principle of puhlic 
support for the min.isters of the gospel, and ascertain the 
mode. Anxiously solicitous for the blessings of gm'crnment, 
and the welfare and happiness of our citizens, and thoroughly 
eom'inced of the powerful influence of religion, when dif
fused by its respectable teachers, we beg leave most seriously 
and warmly to recommend, among the 'first . objects of your 
attention, on the return of peace~ the making such provision 
as the constitution, in this case, authorizes and approves." 

The recommendation of Governor Paca was kindly reo 
ceived by the assembly, which passed several acts in aM of 
the several denominations of christians, which were at that 

, 

time numerous in Maryland. The interest which he m8:ni-
fested in favour of religion, met the warm approbation of 
the ,'arious sects; and from the episcopalians, in particular, 
it elicited, through their convention, a formal expression of 
tbanks. , 

After holding the office of chief magistrate for one year, 
1\lr. Pa~a retired to private life, until 1786, when he again 
accepted the executive chair for a single year. . 

In 1789, on the organization of dIe federal government, 
he received from President Washington the appointment of 
judge of tIle district court of the. United States for 
land. This office he held until the year 1799, when he was 
su to another world, in the sixtieth ye~r of his age. 

Mr. Paca was "vice married. The first time to a daughter 
or Samuel Chew. in the year 1'761, ,vhile he was 
tbe study of law. The second time in 17'77, to a 
or· a respectahle gentleman of Philadelphia, by the or 

• 

• 

-
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I Harrison. By the former lady he had five children, one of 
I whom only survives. By the latter he had a son, who died 

• 

shortly after his mother, whose decease occurred in 1780. 
Few men in America, as may be gathered from the prece

ding sketch, were ever more estimable in their character than 
I Governor Paca. He possessed a mind of superior order, 

which was greatly improved by his intercourse witl:l man
kind, and his extensive acquainta.nce with boolis. 

In his address he was unusually graceful, and in Ilis social 
• • 

, , powers was excel1ed by few. His attention to tl1e young 
i was not the least excellent trait in his character. He sought 
, 

i their company, and took a deep interest in their moral and 
! intellectual improvement. Even after he became governor 

of the state, he was in the habit of attending a club at Anna
polis, composed of young men and gentlemen of science. In 
this school, many ,~ere trained, who afterwards became 
highly distinguished both as statf'''=il1e~"! ~nd lawyers. It was 
here that that celebrated orator, William Pinkney, first at
tracted the attention of Judge Chase, an account of whose 
particularly kind conduct towards him, we hare given in the 
life of that' gentleman. We shall only add to this notice of 
~Ir. Paca, that as he lived a life of distinguished usefulness, 
so he died regretted by all who knew how to estimate moral 
worth, intellectual elevation, and political integrity • 

• 

, 
'. . 

• 

THOMAS STONE. 

, 

STONE was the Bon of David Stone, of Pointon 
• 

Mal) or, Charles counly, His father WBS a de-
scendant of Stone, who was governor cc 
during the protectorate of Oliver Cromwell. The boyhood 
of Thomas Stone was distinguished by an . fondness 
for learning. At the age of having acquired are
sooctable knowledge of the English he obtained 

• 

• . , • 

• 
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the reluctant consent of his father to enter the school ofa ~'h. 
fllaizedd, a Scotchman, for the purpose of pur8lling- the 
Gre('k and Latin languages. This school was at the distance 
of tell miles from his father's residence; yet, such was the 
zeal (If young Stone, that he was in the habit of rising sulJi
cientiy early in the 1lI0rning, to traverse this distance on 
horseback, and enter the schuol at the usual time of its com-
mell('emcnt. 

I 
i 
I • 
• 

I , 
, I 
• 

• 

I , 
• 
I 
• 

" , 
I 

• 
• • 
• · , , 

, 1 
, 

On leadng the school of Mr. BIaizedel, the subject of our i: 
, 

memoir wus anxious to proserute the study of law. nut, al- i 
though his father was a gentleman of fortune, his sun was : 
under the necessity of borrowing mOTley to enable him t') ': 
carry his laudable design into effect. IIc placed himself under I 

1 

the care of Thomas Johnson, a respectable lawyer of .\lIna- 'i .. 
polis. Having finished his pH'paratnry studies, he entered :: 

: I upon the practice of his profession in Fredericktown, :\1ar)"- '1 

land, where having: resioed two ,o'ears, he removed to Charles :: 
'-oJ : I 

couniY, in the same state. I' 
• 

During: his residence in the former of these place:;, hIs 
bu:,iness had enabled him to discharge the obligations unuer :! 

, 

",Lid) he had-Jaid himself for hi . ., educatiolt, At the age of :: 
1 

twenty-eight, he married the daughter of Dr. Gusturus '! 
· , 

Brown, with whom he received the sum of one thousand : 
pounds sterling. \Vith this money, he purchased a farm, 
near the village of Port Tobacco, upon wllich he continued 
to reside during the re\'olutioIlury strug-gle. 

I 
• 1 

· ' I 
1 
• 

· I 
I 
d 
i I 
" , 
, 

The business of l\Ir. Stone, during a considerable part of 
that per!r),J; ",\,as not lucrative; and as the soil of the farm ' 

i 
upon which he lived was poor, he found it difficult. to obtain !I 
more than a competent livelihood. The expenses of his fa- ;1 

I 

mily were increased by the charge of four brothers, who were ! 
• 

yet of tender years. The situation of JDany of our fathers. i 
during those trying times, was similar to that of Mr. etone. I , 

They had small patrimonies; business was in a great mea- : 
sure suspended; and, added to this, their time and talents ! 

were imperiously demanded by their suffering country. Yet, 1 

amidst all these difficulties and trials, a pure patriotism con
tinued to burn within their breasts, and enabled them most 

• 
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~heerfully to make any and every sacTifice to which they 
were called by the cause of freedom. Nor shouu) it be for 
gotten, that in these sacrifices the families of our tathers joy
fully parti<;ipated. They receive(l without a murmur "the 
spoiling of their goods," being elevated by the reflection, 
that this was necessary for the achievement of that indepen
dence to which they considered themselves and their posteri-

, ty as entitled. . 

, 

Although Mr. Stone was a gentleman of acknowledged ta
lents, and of inflexible and incorruptible integrity, it does not 
appear that he was brought forward into public life until 
some time in the year 1774. He was not a member of the 
illusirious congress of that year, but receiving an appoint
ment as a delegate in December, he took his se;:a~ in that body 
in the following May; and, for· several years afterwards, was 

• 

annually re-elected to the same dignified station. 
In our biographical. sketches-- of the other gentlemen who 

belonged about this time to the l\Iarylnnd delegatioil, we have 
• 

had frequent occasion to notice the loyalty and aficction 
which prevailed in that province, for several years, towards 
the king' and the parent country ; and hence ~he reluctance 
of her citizens to sanction the declaration of independence. 
'Vhen, therefore, towards the close of the year 1775, such a 
measure began seriously to be discussed in the country, the 

• 

people of Maryland became alarmed; and, apprehensive lest 
their delegation in congress, which was composed generally 
of young men, should be disposed to favour the measure, the 
convention of that province attempted to restrain them by 
strict and specific instructions: . 

"We instruct you;" said they, "that you do not, without 
the knowledge and approbation of tbe conventioD 
of this province, assent to any proposition to tbese 
colonies independent of the crown of Great Britain, nor to 
any proposition for or entering into an alliance with 

• 

any foreign, power; nor to any union or . of 
these colonies," which necessarily lead to a ~paration 
from the mother country, unlels in your jud in the 

of any four of you, or a majority 01." the whole of 
2Z 30- " 
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. YOll, if all shall be then attemling in congress, it shaH be 
thought absolutely necessary for the preservation of the ltber
ties of the united colonie::;; and should a majority of the colo-

• 

nies in congress., against such your judgment, resolve to de-
clare these colonies independent of the crown of Great 
Britain, or to make or enter into alliance with any foreign 
power, or into any union or confederation of these colonies, , 
which may necessarily lead to a separation from the mother 
country, then we instruct you immediately to call the COll\'cn· 

• 
ticm of this province, and repair thereto with such proposi-
tion and resolve, and lay the same before the said cOIlvention 
for their consideration; and this convent\(~n will not hold this 
province bound by such majority jn congress, until the reprc
sentative body of the province in convention assent thereto." 

• 

The cautious policy observable in these instructions, arosc, 
• 

no1'50 much from timidity on the part of the people of Ma-
• • 

ryland, as from a sincere attachment to the royal government, 

., 

and an equally sincere affection to the parent country. Soon 
after, however, the aspect of things in this pro'vince began to . 

• 

change. The affections of the' people became gradually 
weaned from Great Britain. It was .apparent that a reunion 
with that country, on constitutional principles, though infi
nitely desirable, was not to be expected. By the fifteenth 
of l\Iay, 1776, these sentiments had become so strong, that n 
resolution passed the convention, declaring ihe authority of 
the crown at an end, and the necessity that each colony 
should form a constitution of gO'vernmcnt for itself. - . 

• 

In . the latter part of June, the work of regeneration was 
• 

accomplished. . The people of Maryland generally expressed 
themselves, in county meetings, decidedly in favour of a de
claration of independence. This expression of public senti
ment proved irresistible, and theconl'ention proceeded to 

• 

resolve: "That the instructions given to their deputies be 
recalled, and the -restrictions therein contained, removed; 

• 

and that the deputies of said colony, or any three or more of 
them, be authorized and empowered to concur with the other 
united colonies, or a.majority of them, in declaring the united 

• 

colonies free and independe~t states; in formin~ suc~ fur-

I 

, • , 

i! , 

• 

• 

• 
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ther compact and confederation between them; in making 
foreign alliances; and in adopting such other measures as 
shall be adjudged necessary for securing the liberties of 
America; and that said colony will hold itselfbountl by tlte 
rcsolutions of the majority of the united colonies in the rrc~ 

• 

mi:;cs j provided the sole and exclusive ri!!ht of rcO"ulatinO" 
'-' n 0 

the intcrnal. government and police of that colony be reser~ 
"eel to the people thcreof." 

Deing thus relieved from the trammels whieh had befoJ'e 

their names in favour of a measure, which was connected with -.. 

the imperishable glory of their country. .. 
Soon after the declaration of independence, congress np~ 

pointed a committee to prepare articles of confederation. 
To act on this committee, Mr. Stone was selected from tllC 

:Maryland delegation. The duty devolving upon them wus 
exceedingly arduous. Their report of the plan of a confede;..· 
ration was before the house for a long period, and was the 
suhject of debate thirty-nine times. Nor was it at length 

I agreed to, till the fifteenth day of November, 1711. Although 
the people of :l\Iaryland had consented to a declaration of in
depcnde~ce, after their first fervour had subsided, their 1'01'

mcr jealousy· I:eturned; and the Maryland conycntion pro~ 
cccded to limit the powers of their delegates, ps to the forma· 

. tion of the confederntion. At the same time, not obscure~ 
ly hinting in their resolution, thntit might be still possible, 
and certainly desirable, to accommodate the unhappy diflb
fences with Great Britain. 

The above resolution was expressed in the following 
terms: "That the delegates, or any three or more of tllCm, 
he authorized and empowered to concUr with the other 
United States, or a majority of them, in forming a c9nfed~ra. 
tion, and in making foreign ailiances, provided that such 
~onfcderation, when formed, be not binding upon this state, 

• 

without the assent of the general assemb]y; and the said 
11elegates, or any three or more of them, are also authorized 
and empowered to concur in any measures, which may be 
resolved on by congress for carrying on .the war with Great 

• 
• 

• 

• 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I I 
I 1 , I , 

I , 
• 

I 

I I 
I , 
I 

I I 

I 

, 
• 

• I 
I 
I 
I 
, 
• 

I 

• 

• 

• 



, 

r 
I I 
• , 

I 
I • • 
I , 
I 
I 

I 
I , 

• • 

I I , I 
! I 
I 
I I 
I ' I 

• , 
I 
• , ; 

I i 
! , 
I' · I , ' , · , 
I I 
I' 
I 
• • • 

~ I , , · , ; I 
I , 
I , 
I 
I , 
• 
• • • , 
I 
I , , 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
• , 
I 
• 

I , , , , 
i I 
• 
I 

I 
: I , I 
I , 
• 
• , 
I 
I , 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
: I , , 
• 
I 

I 
, 
• , 
t 

I 
• 

I 
• 

I 

• 

• 
• 
I , 356 MARYLAND DELEGATION. , , 
! I 

Britain, and securing the liberties of the United St.ates; re 
sen-ing a!ways to this state, the sole and exclusive right of 
regulating the internal police thereof. And the said dele
gates, or any three or more of them, are hereby authorized 
and empowered, notwithstanding any measure herctoflJfe 
takl'n, to foncur with the congress, or a majority of them, in 
accolllmodating our unhappy difference with Great Britain, 
on such terms as the congress, or a majority of them, sIla]] 
think proper." 

! , 
I I 
I I 
• I , , , 

.\fter seeing the confederation finally agreed upon in con
gress, :\Ir. Stone declined a re-appointment to that body, but 
bc{'ame a member of the ::\Iaryland icgislaturc, where he pow
erfully contributed to meliorate the f(,elings of many, 'rho 
were ~tronQ'ly opposed to tIle nboH~ plan of confederation, 
lIe hall the pleasure, howe\'cr, with ()thcr friends of that 
JJlraSlll"e, to see it at length npproycu by the gelleral as::iem· 
bI)" alld the prople g(·ncrally. 

C nuer this confederation, in 17f13, he was again ell~cte(l to 
a sea t in congrcss. In the sessioll of 17~ he acted for some -
time as president pro tempore. On the breaking up of con-
gress this year, he finally rctircu from that body, anu again 
eng-aged actively in the duties of his profession. His prac
tice now hecarne ]ucrati,-e in Annapolis, whither he had re-

• 

moved his residence; and in professional reputation he rose 

• 
• 

, 
• 

: , 

• , 

• 

, , 
t. 

• .. 
I : 

• , . 
; . 
• , 
• , 
, I 
I , 

• • 
0: 
• 
• 

to great distinction. As an ~l(h-ocatf', he rxcelled in strength ;: 
of argument. lIe was often cr:!v!~j-ed in cases of g-rcat 'i 

difficulty; and by his brethren of the bar, it was thought ('mi
nrlltly de~irablc, at such times, to have him for their colleague. 

• , 
t: 
• 

i ' • • , . 
" • • 

In 17S7, ~fr. Stolle was called to experience an affliction 
which causeu a deep and abiding melancholy to settle upon I 
his spirits. This was the death of Mrs. Stone, to whom he j! 
was justly and most tenderly attached. During a long state i 

• 

I 

• • 

of weakness and decline, induced by injudicious treatmcllt : 
I ; 

on the occasion of her having the small pox by inoculation, I 

tion. At length, however, she sank to the grave. From l 
this time, the health of Mr. Stone eviJently declined: In ' 
the autumn of the same year his physicians auvised him to 

~ 

• 
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make 0. sea voyage; and in obedience to that advice, he re- , 
i 

paired to Alexandria, to embark for England. Before the : 

the fifth of October, 1787, in the forty-fifth year of his age. : 
Mr. Stone ~was a professor of religion, and distinguished : 

I 
for a sincere a!,ld fervent piety. To strangers, he had the i 
appearance of austerity; but among his in~imate friends, he i , 
was affable, cheerful, and familiar. In his disposition he was i 
ullcommonly amiable, and well disposed. In l)erson, he was 
tall, but welJ proportioned. : 
. Mr. Stone left one son and two daughters. The son died 
in 1793, while pursuing the study oflaw. One of the daugh
ters, it is said, still lives, and is respectably married in the 
state of Virginia. 

• 
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Cli \RLES CARROLL. 
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I i 
CIIARLES CARROLL was a descendant of Daniel Carron, an ;, 

Irish gentleman, who emigrated from England to America' ! 
about the year 1689. He settled in the province of Mary- i 
land, where, a {2W years after, he received the appointment ,i 

• • 
of judge, and register of the land office~· and became agent ,I 
for Lord Bal . , . i 

~ . 
Charles Carroll, the fatber or the subject of t&he prest:nt I! 

sketch, was born m 1 202. His son, Charles CarrolJ, sur- I 
" named of Carrollton, was bom September S, 1737, O. S. at Ii 

Annapo1i~, in the proYincc of Maryland. i 
, I 

At the age of eight year~ he was sent to France for the i 
I 

purpose of obtaining an education. He was placed at a col- i 
lege of English jesuits, at St. Omer's, wbere he remained for 1 

I i 

six yean. Afterwards he 1Jtaid time at Rheim~ whence ~ i . 
!. 

he was reiQoyed to the .. of Lewis Ie Grand. 011 1 , .. 
leaving college, he entered upon the of the eiyillaw, at 'j 

• 

Boupe ; place he to where he 

.. .. I 7 ' 
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remained till 1 i51, in which year he removeu to Lonuon, anti 
commellcetl the study of law. lIe returned to America in 
17G-l, an accomplishetl scholar, and an accomplished man 
Although he had live(l abroatl, and might naturally be sup 
poscd to have imbibetl a predilection for the monarchical in 
stitutions of Europe, he entered with great spirit into tll(, , 

I. 
I , 
, 
, i , ' , , . 
• • 

• ; I 
" , , 

• 
. I , 

controversy bctween the colonies anu Great Britain, which, :: 
abollt the time of his arrival, was beginning to assume a most ;: 
serious aspect. ;! 

· I 

A few years fonowing the rf'pcal of the stamp act, the ! 
, 

violent excitement occasioned IJ)' that mrasure, in a degree :; 
subsitled throughout all the colonies. In this calmer state of i; 

, 

things the people of l\Iaryland participated. But about the 'I 
year 1171, great commotion was excited in that province, in I 

· , 
consequence of the arbitrary conduct of Governor Eden and :1 

his council, touching the fees of the civil officers of the colo- 'I 
, I 

nial government. These fees, as was noticed in the life of ii 
1\11'. Paca, had become, in the estimation of the popular d 
branch of the assembly, from the manner in which they were il 
eharged, exceedingly exorbitant. To correct the abuses il 
growing out of the indefinite character of the law, a new law d 
was framed; and, nfter being passeJ. by the lower house, was , 

; 

sent to the upper house for their concurrence. This, how- : 
, 

eyer, was refused; and the assembly was prorogued, without :1 
coming to any agreement on the subject. Shortly after, Go- ! , 
,,('rnor EJcn issued his proclamation, the ostensible object of i , 

• 

of the offiters, in exacting unreasonable and excessive fees. Ii 
The proclamation was in reality, however, highly exception- i 
able in the view of the peopJe, as it affected to settle ihc 
point, which was the prerogative only of the people. The I , 
fres in question were consiJered in the light of a tax, the 
power to lay which the people justly claimed to themsel vcs. : 

I 

The controversy which grew out of this arbitrary exercise i 
of power on t.he part of Governor Eden, became exceedingly i 
spirited. It involved the great principles of the revolution. i 
Several writers of distinguished character enlisted them- I 
~elves on different sides of the question. Among these wri- . 

I 
• • 

• 

-
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ters, no one was more conspicuous than Mr. Carron. TIle 
natural consequence of his firmness in defence of the rights 
of the people ~vas, that great confidence was reposed in him 
011 their part, and he was looked up to as one who was emi-

, 

nently qualified to lead in the great struggle which was ap-
proaching between the colonies and the parent country. 

From what has been observed respecting Mr. Carroll, it 
may justly be inferred that his mind was made up at an, early 
day, as' to the course duty required him to take in respect to 

• 

I this coming storm. An anecdote is related of him, which 

• 

will illustrate his influence with the people of Maryland. By 
a resolution of the delegates of Maryland, on the 22d day of 
June, 1774, the importation of tea was prohibited. Some
time after, however, a ,'essel arrived at Annapolis,' having a 
quantity of tltis article on board. This becoming- known, 
the people' assembl~d in great muhitudes, to take effectual 
measures to pre,'ent its being landed. At length the excite
ment became so higl}, that the personal safely of the captain 
of the ,'esse} became endangered. In this state of things" the 
friends of the captain made application to Mr. Carroll, to in
terpose his influence with th~ people in his behalf. The 1mb
lic imlignation was too great to be easily aUayed., This Mr .. 
Carroll perceived, and advised the captain and his friends, as 

, 

the only probable means of safety to himself, to set fire to the 
vessel, and burn it to the, ,,'ater's edge. This alternative was 
. . severe; but, as it was obviously a measure of neces
sity, the vessel was drawn out, her sails were set, her colours 
unfurled, in which attitude the fire was applied to her, and, in 
the presence of an immense conco~rse of people, she was 

• 

consumed. This atonement was deemed satisfactory, and 
the captain was no'farther molested. 
. In the early part of 1776, Carroll, whose distinguished 
exertions in had become extensively known, was 
apppinted by congress, in connexioD with Dr. Franklin and 
Samuel Chase, on a commission to proceed to Canada, to per
suade the people of that province to relinquish' their alle
giance to the crown of England, and unite with the Americans 
in their struggle f()r independence. 

- , 
, 

• 

, 

, 
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360 MARYLAND DELEGATION. 

In the discharge of their duties, the commissioners met 
with unexpected difficulties. The defeat amI death of :Mont
gOl11ery, together with the compulsion which the American 
troops fuunl] it ne~essary to exercise! in obtaining t.he means of 
~llppurt in that province, conspired to tliminish the anluur of 
the Canauians in favour of a union with the colonies, Ulltl 

evell, at lellgth, to render them hostile to the measure. To 
conciliate their affections, and to bring to a favourable result 
the object of their mission, the commissioners employed their 
utmost ingrnuity and influence. They issued their proclama
tions, in which they assured the people of the disposition of 
congrrss to remedy the temporary evils, which the inhabi
tants suffered in consequence of the presence of the American 
troops, so soon as it should be in their power to proddr. spe:
rie, and clothing, and prorisions. A strong tide, huwcrcr, 
\ras now 8ctting against the American colonies, the strength 
of which was much increasco by the roman catholic priests, 
who, as a bodr, had always been opposed to any conncxioll 
with the united colonies. Despairillg of accomplishing the 
wi~hcs of congress, the commissioners at length abanooneJ 
the object, and returned to Philadelphia. 

The great subject of independence was, 3.t this time, under
going a discussion in the hall of congress. It has been al
ready noticed, that the Maryland delegation, in that body, 
had been instructed by their convention to refuse their assent 
to a declaration of independence. On returning to Maryland, 
}Ur. Carroll resumed his seat in the convention, ano, with the 
advocates of a declaration of independence, urged the with· 
drawal of the above instructions, and the granting of power 
to their delegates to unite in such a declaration. The friends 
of the measure had at length the happiness, on the 28th of 
J unc, of procuring a new set of instructions, which secured 
the voLe of the important province of l\'Iaryland in favour of 
the independ~nce of America. 

On the same day on which the great question was decided 
in congress, in favour of a declaration of independence, Mr., 
Carroll was elected a delegate to that body from Maryland, ii 

I 
I 

--.- --- - ~-- - - ---- ------- - -_. _._-- --
, , , 

.:.:...:- __ .--:-- -- : --- : ___ - --~ ---:-=- -:-~ _--__ -. -: ::--:'-. _=:_=:::::JIJ 



i I , 
, .-
, . , 

I ; 
· ! , 

, 
• 

• , 
• • 
, 
, , 

I 
I 

• 
I , 
• 

\I 
I ; 
1 : 
I . 
I , , 
I ' , ' 
I , . 

• 

" .. 
, 
" , 

I 

• , 

" , , . 

, 
I t 
, I 
" , 

, , 
I 
I 

• .. 
" , , 

• 

: I 

, . 
I , 
.
I • · , , , 
I • 

, 

I 
, I 

! I 
i I 
I II 

: ! , 

" , . 
, ' .. 

• 

I t , 
I : 
" I I 
i : 
• • 

I i 
, I 

I I 
, I 

I I 
I I 
! 
I 

I 

- _." -- - ---- . - -- -- . ------_ .. - - ----- .-.- --

CHARLES CARROLL. 3D! 

and accordingly took his seat 011 the eighteenth of tIle same 
month. 

Although n,ot a member of congress at the time the question 
of a declaration of independence was settled, Mr. Carro)) }nd 
the honour of greatly contributing to a measure so auspicious 
to the interests of his country, by assisting in procuring the 
withdrawal of the prohibiting instructions, and the adoption 
of a new set, by ,vhich the Maryland delegates found them 
sch'es authorized to vote for independence. lIe had the 
honour, also, of affixing his signature to the declaration on 
the second of August, at which time the members generally 
signed an engrossed copy, which had been prepared for that 
purpose. From the printed journals of congress, it woul(l 
appear, that the declaration was signed on the fourth of July. 
the same day on which the final question was taken. This 
is an error. The declaration, as first published, had only the 
name of Hancock affixed to it; and it was only on the nine
teenth of July, that a resolution was adopted, directing the 
declaration to be engrossed on parchment, with a view to a 
gelleral signature on the part of the members. 

The tr"lllh of this statement may be inferred from the fol
lowing letter, addressed by Mr. Secretary Adams to 1\1r. Car
rull, on the twenty-fourth of June, 1824: 

" SIR, 
"In pursuance of a joint resolution of the two houses of 

congr~ss, a copy of which is hereto annexed, and by direction 
of the president of the United States, I have the. honour of 
transmitting to you two fac simile copies of the original de
claration of independence, engrossed on parchment, confor
mably to a secret resolution of congress of nineteenth July, 
1776, to be signerl l?y every member of congress, and accord
ingly signed on the second day of August of the same year. 
Of this document, unparalleled in the annals of mankind, the 
original, deposited in this department, exhibits your name as 

• 

one of the subscribers. The rolls herewith transmitted, are 
copies as exact as the art of engraving can present, of the in
strument itself, as well as of the signers to it. 
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, 'Vhile perCorlDing the duty thus assigned permit / I 

to felicitate you, and the country, which is reaping tbe reward 11 

re~onI of glory, as that, after the lapse ot near haIfa century. '1 
I 

from your cllildren, the pres(!nt fathers of the land. I~ 
I : 

"'Vith' every' sentiment of veneration, I ha,'e the ho- i 

nonr," &c. I 
A signature to, the declaration, was an important step for 

el'ery individual member of congress. It exposed the signers 

should th~ British arms prove victorious. Few men had more 
• 

at stake in respect to property tban • Carroll, he being con-
sidered thc richest inclividual in the colonies. But ,,,ealth 

• 

was of secontlary value in his estimation, in comparison with 
the rights -and liberties of his country. When asked whether 
he would annex his name, be replied, "most willingly," and 
seizing a pen, instantly subscribed "to this record of glory." 
U There go a few millions," said some one who watched the 
pen as it traced the name of "Charles Carroll, of Carrollton," 
011 the parchment. Millions would indeed have gone, for 
his fortune was princely, had not success crowned the 
rican arms, in the long Cought contest. 

'Mr. Carroll was continued a member of until 
• 

I 
I 

I 

1;'78, at which time he resigned his seat in that body, and I 
I 

de"Qted himself more particularly to the interests ofhifll native 
state. He had served in her convention in '1'n6~ in the lat- . I 

ter part of which year he had assisted·in drafting her consti
tution. Soon after, the'ne~ constitution into operation, 
and Mr. Carroll was chosen a member of the senate of Ma-

• 

ryland. I.n 1781 he was re-elected to the station, and 
in 1788, on. the adoption of the federal was 
chosen to the senate of the United 

In 1791 Carroll relinquished hi. seat in the national 
sooate, and was again called to tbesenate of his . state. 
This office he continued to hold until 18M,· at which time the 
democratic patty was in electing their eandidale, 
to the exclusion of this. long tried and patrios. At 

I , . 
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• 

this time, Mr. Carroll took leave of pubJic life, and sought in 
retirement the quiet of his family circle. 

Since the date of his retirement from public oflicc, few in
cidents hav.e occurred in the· life of this worthy mati, which 
demand pa~ticulal· notice. Like a peaceful stream, his days 

• • 

have glide" along, and have continued to be lengthened out, 
• 

while the generation of illustrious Olen, with whom he acted 
on the memorable fourth of July. 1776, have ull descen~cd to 

I 
• • 
I 

I 
• 
I 
I 

I 
• 
I , 
J , 

I 

• • , 

I I 
At the age of nearly ninety-two years, he alone survh'es. Ii , 

ilietom~ .. 

"He seems an aged oak, standing alone on the plain, which i 
• 

time has spared it little longer, after aU its contemp{)rariee I 
have been levelled with the dust. Sole survivor of an asscm I 
bly of as great melI as the world has. witnessed, in n transac
tion, . one of the most important thot history records; w hnl j I 
thoughts, what reflections, .must at times fill his soul! If he ! 

• 

dwell on the past, ho,v touching its recollections; if he sur 
vcy the present, how happy, how Joyous, how full ·!)f the frni-.! 
tion of hope,· which his ardent patriotism indulged; if he 
glance at the future, how must the prospect of his country's 
advancement almost bewildel" his weakened conceptions. . 
Fortunate, distingt~ished patriot! In·teresting relic of the 

• 
• • 
! 

I , 

, 
I 

. past!" 
I 

1"0 few men has it been permitted to number so many 
years to noDe, to hav~ filled them up more honQurably and . I 
usefulJy, than Charles Carroll. Happy in the recollection of I 
the paRt conscious oC a life well spent, and possessing 

• 

• A pence above aU earthly dignities-
A still and quiet . 

• I 
• 

He may well hope to pass the remaining hours of the even-
ing or his life in tranquillity; and may be aS5ured,tha& when 

• 

called to· his predece.lors to .the· grave, 
• 

liberty~ and intelligence, and and affection, will 
weep a~ departure; while they will rejoice his honour 
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VIRGINIA DELEGA".rION. 

• 

GEORGE WYTHE, 

RWHARD HENRY LEE, 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, 

BENJAMIN HARRISON, 

THonlAS NELSON, JUN. 

FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE, 

CARTER BRAXTON • 

GEORGE WYTHE. 

GEORGE WYTHE was a native of the county of Elizabetll 
city, Virginia, where he was born in the yea!' 1726. His 
father was a respectable farmer, in easy circumstances, and 
bestowed upon his son a competent patrimony. At a proper 
age he was placed at school; but the knowledge which he . 
here obtained was extremely limited and superfieial, being 
confined to the English language, and the elementary rules 

. of arithmetic. Fortunately for young Wythe, his mother 
was a woman of extensive knowledge for those times, and 
undertook to supply the defect of his scholastic education. 
By her assistance, the powers of his mind, ,vhich were or1-
ginal1y strong and active, rapidly unfolded. He became ac
curately versed in the J..atin and Greek languages, and made 

. honourable attainments in several of the solid sciences, and 
in polite literature. 
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I 

I 
Before he became of age, he had the misfortulle to Ius!! 

his excellent mother, whose death was, not lon!{ afler, [ullow-
~ 

eo by that of his father. Being ueprivcd, at tlii:; unguarded 
periou of liCe, of the counsel and example of th(se llatural 
guardian~, he became devoted, for scveral years, to amuse
mcnt and dissipation, to which he was strongly enticerl by the 
fortulle that had been lcft him. During this period, his lItera
ry pursuits were almost entirely ncglected; aIllI there was 
the greatest reason to fear he would nut escape that vortex 

! into which so many young men remetlilcssly sink. At the 

, mind by his virtuous parents, asserted their proper influence 
I i OHr him. He abandoned his youthful follies, applied hirn-
II self with indefatigable inrlustry to study. and from this da.te, 

! eighty years, he maintained a rigid and inflexible integrity of 
, 

I character. 
Devoting himself to the profession of Jaw, he pursued his 

, preparatory studies under the dircction of Mr. John l.cwis. 
!, The courts in Virginia, wh-ere he was called to practice, were 
! filled by gentlemen of distinguished ability in their profcs-
I 

i sion. 'Vith these he soon held an equal rank, alHl cvcntllal-
I ly, by his superi(lr learning, gr~ater industry, and more pow-

erful eloquence, occupied the chief place at the bar. 
The estimation in which he was held by his fellow.citizcns, 

was early manifested in an appointment from his native coun
ty to a seat in the house of burgesses. This station he held 
for several years, even to the da \Vn of the revolution. In this 
assembly were found, from time to time, men of distinguish
ed genius and of great attainments. Among these, George 
'Vythe was conspicuous. In 1764, he assisted in preparing 
a petition to the king. a memorial to the house of lords, and 
a remonstrance to the house of commons, on the subject of 
the stamp act, which was then occupying the deliberations of 

-
padiament. The remonstrance to the house of commons 
was the production of his pen. The tone and language of 
this paper were both in spirit and style of too, independent a 
character for the times, especially in the estimation of the 
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366 VIRGINIA DELEGATION. 

more timid in tIle house of burgesses, who required, Le
fore it received their sanction, that its asperities should be 
softened. 

\Ve have had freqnent occasion, in the conrse of these 
biographical slictches, to allude to the fricndly feelings of the 
Americans, at this time, to the parent country. Few, if any, 
were to be found whose views or wishes extended 10 a sepa
ration from Great Britain. Hence, the language which was 
used by the colonies, in setting forth their rights, was gene
rally supplicatory in its style. Their remonstrances were 
mild and conciliatory. Thescr however, it was at length 
found, were in vain, and a loftier tone was adopted. 

The passage of the celebrated stamp act, in January, 17(5) 
diffused a :-pirit of discontent and opposition throughout all 
the Ameri('an colonies, and was the signal for the commence
ment of those stronger measures which led on to the great 
revulutionary struggle. 

In measures of this kind, it is well known that Virginia 
took the lead. About this time, Patrick Henry, a young 
man, hecame a member of the house of burgesses. Although 
a young man, he was possessed of a most powerful eloquence, 
and of an intrepidity of character which eminently fitted him 
to take the lead in the work of opposition. 

Towards the close of the session, in :May, 1765, Mr. Henry 
presented to the house the fol1owing resolutions: 

" Resolved, That the first adventurers and setders of this, 
his majesty's colony and dominion, brought with them, anJ 
transmitted to their posterity, and all other his majesty's suh
jects, since inhabiting in this, his majesty's said colony, all 
the privileges, franchises, and immunities, that have at any 
time been held, enjoyed, and possessed by the people of 
Great Britain. 

" That by two royal charters granted by King James the 
First, the colonists aforesaid are declared entitled to all the 
privileges and immunities of denizens and natural born sub. 
'ects, to all intents and purposes, as if they had been abiding 
and born within the realm of England. 

*' That the taxation of the people by themselves, or by per-
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GEORGE WYTHE. 3n? 

sons chosen by themselves to represent them, who can only 
know what taxes the people are able to bear, and the easiest 
mode of n...sing them, is the distinguishing characteristic of 
British freedom, and -.:'ithout which the ancient constitution 
cannot subsist. 

" That his majesty's liege peoplc of this most ancient co
lony havc, uninterruptedly, enjoyed the right of being thus 
governed by their own as!:icmbly in the article of their taxes 
and internal police; and that the same hath never been for
feited, or any other way gi\ren up, but hath been constantly 
recognized by the king and people of Great Britain. 

" Resolved, therefore, that the general assembly of this co
lony have the sale right and power to lay taxes and imposi
tions upon the inhabitants of this colony: and that any at
tempt to vest such power in any person or prrsons what
soe\'er, other than the general assembly aforesaid, has a 
manifest tendency to destroy British as well as American 
freedom." 

The language of these resolutions, so much stronger than 
the house had been ac('tlstomed to hear, at once caused no in
considerable alarm among many of its members. A power
ful opposition arose to their passage, and in this opposition 
were to be found some of the warmest friends of American 
independence. Among these was :Mr. 'Vythe; not that he, 
and many others, did not admit the justice of the sentiments 
contained in the resolutions; but they remonstrated on the 
ground of their tending to involve the colony, at a time when 
it was unprepared, in open hostility with Great Britain. The 
eloquence of Henry, however, silenced, if it did not convince 
the opposition, and produced the adoption of the resolutions 
without any material alteration. As the fifth resolution was 
carried by a majority of only a single vote, the house, on the 
following day, in the absence of Henry, rescinded that re
s~ution, and directed it to be erased from the journals. 

The above resolutions spread rapidly through the Ameri
can colonies, and in every quarter of the country found men, 
who were ready to justify both their spirit and language 
They served to rouse the energies of the American pp,ople, 
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and were among the measures which powerfully urgeu on 
the re\'olutionary rOll test. The Lold and decided measure -
thus adoJll!·d ill the colollY of Yirg-inia, loudly called upun the 
patriots of other stutes to follow bel' in measures of a sillliiur 
charader. This tliey were llot bacl~ \Yard in doing. After 
die tellJporary reviral of the affectioll of tile colonies, conse

quent upon the repeal of the slam p act, had ceased, their op
positioJl became a principle, and ill it!'l operation was str()l1~ 
and lastiug. In the history of the opposition of America tv 
Great Britain, the colony of Yir!,!"inia did themselv('s illllllOl'-- . -
tal honour. In this hUllom, as an imliriciual, ::\Ir. \Vrtlle 
largeiy participates. For many years, during the approach 
of the great conflict, he heltl a s('at in the llOU!;e of burgesses j 
and by his lcal"lling-, his holduC'ss, his patriotic 1irmness, 
powerfully contributed to the ultimate liherty and indepen
dence of his countl,\". 

• 

In 1775, he was appointe(l a delc~ate from his native state 
to the continental congress in Philadelphia; and in the fol
lowing year, assisted in Lringing furward and publishing to 
the world tl'e immortal declaration uf illdrpellopnce. During 
this latter year, ~lr. \Vythe was appointed, in cunnexioll witil 

Thomas Jefferson, Edward Pendletun, nnd :::everal otIH~rs, to 
revise the laws of the state of Virginia, and to accommodate 
them to the great change which had been etrecte(l in her 
transition from a colony to an indepenuent state. In this im

portant work, only the three gentlemen mentioned were ac
tually engaged. The original c0I111llission incluued also the 

names of George Mason and Thomas Ludwell Lee; the for
mer of whom deceased before the committee entereo upon 
the duties assigned them j and the latter tendered his resig
nation, leaving, the arduous task to ue accomplished by the 
gentlemen already named. 

"The report of this committee was at lengtn made, and 
showed such an intimate knowledge of the great principles of 
legislation, as reflecteo the highest honour upon those who 
formed it. The people of Virginia are indebted to it for the 
best parts of their present code of laws. Among the changes 
then made in themonarchicalsystem of jurisprudence, whid! 
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GEORG E W YTII E. 

h:iJ been previously in force, the n 05t important were efTcctrd hy 
tllc act abolishing the right of primogeniture, and directillg the 
rl'al estnte of persons dying- intestate, to ~)e equally di,"ided 
nmollLY their children, or other nearest relations; by the act for c . 

n'glliating conveyances, which rO)lverteo a11 estutes in tail into 
fl'cs simple, thus destroying one of the ~lIpports of the proud 
[Llld overhearing distinctions of particular families; and finally 
bv the act for the establishment of reIi[iotls freedom. Had 

" -
n ',I the proposed bills been adopted by the lrgislature, other 
rhnngcs of great importance would have taken place. A wise 
and universal system of education would have been establish-

• 

ed. giving to the children of the poorest citizen the oppor-
!Ilnity of attaining science, and thus of rising to honour and 
cxtl!lsive 1.1Scfulness. The proportion between crimes and 
ptllli:;!lments would have been belter adjusted, and malefactors 
would have been made to promote the interests of the com
monwealth by their labour. But the public spirit of the as
sembly could not keep pace with the liberal views of 'Yythe." 

In the year 1777, Mr. 'Vythe was elected speaker of the 
house of delegates, all(l during the same year was appointed 
iudge of the high court of chancery of Virginia. On the IIe" 
or[unization of the court of e1plity, in a subsf'quent veal', he - ." 
was nppointed sole chancellor, a station which he filled, with 
great ability, for more than twenty years. 

During the revolution, l\Ir. 'Vythe suffered greatly in re
spect to his property. His devotion to public services left 
him little opportunity to attend to his prhrate affairs. The 
greater part of his E1avcs he lost by the dishonesty of his su
perintendant, who placed them in the hands of the British. 
By economy and Judicious management, however, Mr. 'Yythe 
was enabled, with the residue of his estate, and with his sala
ry as chancellor, to discharge his debts, and to preserve his 
indrpenclence. 

Of the convention of 1787, appointed to revise the federal 
constitution, Mr. Wythe was a delegate from Virginia, having 
for his colleagues \YasHngton, Henry, Randolph, Blair, Ma
dison, and Mason. "During the debates, he acted (or the 
most part as chairman. Being convinced that the confede-
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ration was defeclh'e in the energy necessary to preserve the 
union and liberty of America, thi~ venerable patriot, then be
ginning to bow under t!le weight of years, rose in the con
vention, ancl exerted his voice, almost too feeble to be heard! 
in contending for a. system, on the acceptance of which he 
conceived the happinc::;s of his country to depend. He was 
('\'er attached to the constitution, on account of tJle principles 

I 
i 
I 
I 

I , , 
I , , 

, I , 
, I , 
I 
I 
! 

i : 
of freedom and justice 'which it containeri; and in every 
change of affairs he was steady in supporting the rights of 
man. His political opinions were always firmly republican. 11 

Though in 1708 and I7D!), he WdS opposed to the measures II 
which were adopted in the administration of President Adams, I! , 

: , 
I ' 
I ! 

I 

and reprobated the alien and sedition laws, und the raising of it 
, 

the army, yet he never yielded a moment to the rancoul' of I 
, 

party spirit, nor permitted the difference of opinion to inter- :j 
, ! 

fere with his private friC'ndslJips. He presided twice succes- ,I 
: I 

sively in the college of electors in Virginia, and twice voted :, 
for a president whose political principles coincided with hig 11 

own. : I 
, I 

I 
I 

.. After a short, but very excruciatin; sickness, he clied, 
Jl~ilC 8, 1806, in the eighty-first year of his age. It was sup- ! 

: I pose!1 that he was poisoned; but the person suspected was ; 
acquitted by a jury of his countrymen. fiy his last will and i, 
testament, he bequeathed his valuahle library and philosophi- :1 
ral apparatns to his friend, 1\1r. Jefferson, and distributed tIle i 

f(lmainder of his little property among the grandchildren of II 
his si6ter, and the slaves whom he had set free. He thus :1 

, I 
wished to liberate the blacks, not only from slavery, but from I 

to them instruction; and he personally taught the Greek lan- I 
I 

gUl!ge to a little negro boy, who died a few days before his ! 

preceptor. I , 

"' Chancellor 'Vythe was indeed an extraordinary man. 
"!ith a11 his great qualities, he possessed a soul replete with I 

prove, tha t it is seldom that a kinder and warmer heart throbbed 
in the breast ofa human being. He 'tas of a social and a1fec 
tionate disposition. From the time when he was emanci 
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pated from the follies of youth, he sustained an unspotted re
putation. His integrity was never even sU:<Ipectcd. 

" 'Yhile he rractised at the bar, whell om,'rs of an extraor
dinary, but well meritetl compensation, were made to him Ly 
clients, '\\'1105e causc~ he had gained, he would say, that the 
labourer was indeed worthy of his hire; but the lawful fep. 
was all he had a right to demand; and as to presents, he did 
not want, and would not accept them from any man. This 
grandeur of mind, he uniformly preserved to the end of his 
life. His manner of living was plain and abstemious .. He 
found the means of suppressing the desires of wealth by limit
mg the number of his wants. An ardent desire to promote 
the happiness of his fellow men, by supporting the cause of 
justice, and maintaining and establishing their rights, appears 
to have been his ruling passion. 

" As a judge, he was remarkable for his rigid impal'tiality, 
and sincere attaehment to the principles of equity; for his vast 
and various learning; and for his strict and unwearied atten
tion to business. Superior to popular prejudices, ancI every 
corrupting influence, nothing could indu('.c him to swerve from 
trulh and right. In his aecisions, he seemed to be a pure in
telligence, untouched by human passions, and settling the Jis
putes of men, according to the dictatcs of eternal and immu
table justice. Other judges have surpassed him in genius, and 
a certain facility in despatching causes; but while the vigour 
of his faculties remained unimpaired,. he was seldom surpassed 
in learning, indust.ry, and judgment. 

" From a man, entrusted with such high concerns, and 
whosc time was occ'lpied by so many difficult and perplexing 
avocations, it could searcely ha ve been expected, that he should 
have employed a partofit in the toilsome and generaIJy unplea
sant task of the education of youth. Yet, even to this, ·he was 

• 

prompted by his genuine patriotism and philanthropy, which 
induced him for many years to t.ake great delight in educating 
such young persons as showed an inclination for improve
ment. Harassed as he was with business, and en\'cloped 
with papers belonging to intricate stlits in chancery. he ret 
found time to keep a private school for the instructiun of a 
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, 

few scholars, always with very little compensation, and of 
ten demanding none. Several living ornaments of their coun
try received their greatest lights fro'm his sublime example and 
instruction. Such was the upright and venerable 'Vythe." 

. .. ' 

, 

• 

,. . 

, ' 

.. • , 
• 

, 

. ' ' 
• 

d a 

• 

" ,RICHARD HENRY LEE., 
, -. . 

" . , , 
. " . 

, 

, 
• , 

. , 

• 

• 

.' ; .. . . . . · '. . . 

R~(hiARD~ HENRY LEE, a descendant. from an ancierit and 
-'- . " .. . 

llistinguislled':fainily ill Virginia, was born ill \Vestmoreland . 
counLy;.o(tli.~·~'prOvin~e', on the twentiethofJanllary, 1732. 

• •• • 

As t.h·eOs~hoois.:of the,.c()pntry for .many years furllished but 
few advantages 'for ane~.ilCation, those who "rere able to meet 

• ." •• , .J , ..' ,.. r' . 

the €.xJj~n'se~~~r~:·.acc,lI~tome~ to' sElnd their sons abroad Jor 
. instr'uction>~,~t ;a;.'ptgp,eri~~g~,· youn~f;~ee was· Eielli to'a flou

, rislii~g:,s'chool{:{~':':;,~~~,~'ti~ .CO't ,WaKe~_' ,in, t~e·.cotmty oJ 
. Yorksh~re~'.Eri"', -",{;::", ..... ts whi;:, ',' '. essed~ indus-
, triolls1y;:em "ed.' .'.. ',':,' . table:.tutors, . 

. " .'. ',:.- -" . . , '; "'. ,) ,- , ,-- . - .... ' " '. . . . rendere'd" " ",. " ,',.. ., .,' . , • ,'.' .~ and in a few 
,.:,.,. , .. ' ", " . . · , 

years, "': 
, , 

~tored:w' .' 
," . , . Fti;':'··'" ,"':"~" 

. .' . . -
tin ued,his:' , " 
-- '. ' ~ . , 

the~tock' " '. . : " . ...... ;,,' .. \ 
,which:, ",' 

. . .' . - - ' , 
~ . . 

;,,: .' a'min'd well 
, 

~ , , ' 
" . . . 

. . . -.. . -- . . 

::::c," • 'he con 
. .... ' " .' . . . 

':~~d~ng to ,. ~ ..' . "", ,,' ',' . b' 
. , ~ . . , '" 

.~. -;',':.' 

part' he \vae( '., , 

struggle .ofhis country.' .' ~'. " , " " .,' 
. About the year 1757, ~Ir.tee was' called ~o 'a seat in the 

house ,of burgesses.' . For several ye~rs, however, he' made 
but an indjfferentngure,: eith~~' as an' orator OJ:· theleader of a 

. , ' 

, : part y,.owin'g, it is said; ,to a'mitur'al diffidence",vhic~ prevent .. 
',. ed ,him·from· 'displaying 'those, powers with which he was 

. ." . 

. ". gifted, . or ~xercisiIig' that, influence to, which .he was entitled. , 

• 

: " ,'This' impediment;.however~ was gradually' re'moved,: when 
• be: rapidly ros'e lnto notice; and became conspicuous as apoli- ' 
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• 
tiral leader in his country, and highly distinguished for a na-
tural, easy, and at the same time impressive eloquellce. 

In the year 1765, Patrick Henry proposed the celebrated 
resolutions against the stamp act, noticed in the preceding 

, sketch of the life of Mr. 'Vythe. During the debate on these 
i resolutions, Mr. Lee arrived at the seat of government, soon 
i 
!: after which he entered with great spirit into the debate, and 
~: powerfully assisted in carrying these resolutions through the 
I house, in opposition to the timidity of some, and the mis-

taken judgment of others. 
, The above strong and spirited resolutions served, as has 

, 
.' already been notieed in a former page, to rouse the energies 
, of the Americans, and to concentrate that feeling, which wus , . 
, spending itself without obtaining any important object. Not 
I . 

i long after the above resolutions were carried, Mr. Lee prc-
I . 

;, sellted to his fellow citizens the plan of an association, the 
• 

.' ooject of which was an' eflcctual resistance to the arbitrary 
power of the mothcr country, which was mnnifesting it!:'eh 

i· in ~'arious odious forms; and especially in that detestable 
I 
· measure, the stamp act. The third article of the constitu-
i 

! tion of this association will show the patriotic and determined 
• 

:' spirit which prevailed in the county oi Westmoreland, the 
: i people of which generally united in-the association. "As the 

• 

· I I: stamp act does absolutely direct the property of people to be 
i; taken from them, without their consent, expressed by their , 

: representatives, and as in many cases it deprives the British 
I, I: American subject of his right to be tried by jury, we do deter-
1; mine, at every hazard, and paying no regard to death, to , . 
:: exert every faculty to prevent the execution of the stamp act, 
I ' 
jl in every instance, within the colony-." , 
i: The influence of this association, and of other associations 
Ii of a similar kind, rendered the execution of the stamp act dif-

i Americans would not submit; and the ministry of Great Bri
! tain were reluctantly forced to repeal it. To Mr. Lee, as 

I 

an occasion of no small joy; but the clause accompanying the 
repealing act, which declared the power of parliament to bind 

32 
• 
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--

• • 

I 
! 

the colonies in. all casrs n~lzatrrer, was a dark r1oud, whirh In" i 
• 

a measure ohscured the brightlles::l of the prospect, anti fore

boded an approaching storm. 
In the year 1773, ::\11'. Lee brought fonraru in the Virginia 

llOllse of burgcsse~ his celebrated plan for the formation of a 
committee uf correspundence, whose object was to dissemi 
nate information, and to Idndle the flame uf libcrty, throl\lrh-

.. I:) 

, 
• 
I 

, 
I 
• 

I 

I ' , I 
• • 

I 
• 

I 
I 
• 
I 

I , , out the continent; or, in other language, "to watch the COll-
I 

duct of the British parliament, te spread more widely C(Jrrcct !J 

information on topics connected with the interests of the co- :) 
lonics, and to furm a c1()~er uniun of the men of influence ~Il ;! 
each." The honolH' of kn'ing flr!'t estahlished corresponding Ii 
societies is claimed hoth by ::\Iassachu~ctts and Virginia; the :1 

former placillg the Illerit tu the account of her distingl1i~hec1 :; 
• 

patriot, ~amuel Adams; and the latter as:5igning it to Richard : 
, ! 

Henry Lee. It i~ probabl(" howcver, that each of these dis- ;i 
, 

tinb'uished men are cntitle(} to equal honour, in respect to ori- !; 
gillating a plan which contributrd, llIore than most others, to a :i 
unity of selltiment and harmony of action among the different Ii 

" 
leaders in the respccti,'c culonies. \Vithout concert between :; 
them, each of these inui riduals seems to have introduced ihe ,I 

plan, ahout the same period, to the legislatures of their re- ,; 
" 

SI)cctive colonies. It is certain, howe,rer, that in respect to Ii 
: I Mr. Lee, the plan of these corresponding societies was not ;: 

I 

the result of a few days reflection only. It had occupied his :i 
; ! 

thoughts for sevcral years; had been there forming and rna :i 
turing~ and, at length, was proposed and adopted, to the inti- :i 

II 

nite advantage of the cause of liberty in the country. :! 
Of the distinguished congrl>ss which met at PhiIadplphia in :! 

1774, ~r: Lee was a delegate from Virginia, with \Vashington :, 
. I 

and Henry. In the deliberations of this celebrated body, :1 
Mr. Lee acted a conspicuous part, and served on several com- 'I 
mittecs; and to his pen is attributed the memorial, which the : 

, I 

continental congress authorized, to the eople of British Arne- :) 
rica. In the following year, Mr. Lee r ceived the unanimous it 

Ii 
suffrage of the district in which he resided to the assembly of I 

Virginia, by which he was deputed to represent the colony 
in the second congress, which was to meet on the tenth of 

• 

• • 

I 
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'by of that year. At the same time, he received an expres
flUn of the thanks of the assembly, " for his cheerful ulldcr
t:lkillg, and faithful discharge of the trust reposed in llim, 
durillg the s(':,siOI1 of the last congrcss." 

Oil the 111ceting of Ihis SCCOIH.l congress, it was appar~nt 
t!:at all hope of pcace and reconciliation with the mOlher 
(,llulltr)" was at an cull. Indeed, hostilities had actually COIll-

1l1l'llccd; the busy note of preparation was heard in all the 
land. 'Vashington was summoned by the unanimous voice 
of congress to the command of the American armies; and 
hi::; commission and instructions it fell to .Mr. Lee to furnish, 
as the chairman of a committee appointed for that purpose. 
During the same st~ssion, also, he was placed on committees 
which were appointed to tllP importallt duties of preparing 
munitions of war, encouraging the manufacture of saltpetre 
and arms, and for devising a plan for the more rapid commu
nication of intelligence thruughout the colonies. 

The period had now arrived, when the thoughts of the 
American peopie were turned, in solemn earnest, to the gr('at 
subject of American independence. ]\fost of the colonies 
were already prepared to hail with joy a measure which 
shoul.J declare to the world th~ir determination to be ac
counted a free and independent people. )lost of the provin
cial assembHes had published resolutions in fa\'our of such a 
declaration, and had even instructed their delegates to urge 
upon congress the importance and necessity of this decisive step. 

Mr. Lee was selected to move the resolution in congress 
on this great subject. This he did on the seventh of June, 
1776, in the following words; U That these united colonies 
are, and of right ought to be, free and independent states; 
that they are absolved from all al1egiance to the British 
crown; and that all poHtical connexion between them and the 
state of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved." 

The motion, thus introduced by ]\fro Lee, he followed by 
one of the most luminous and eloquent speeches ever deli 
vered, either by himself or any other gentleman, on the floor 
of congress. "\Vhy then, sir," (said he, in conclusion,) 
" why do we longer delay? Why still deliberate? Let this 
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happy day give birth to an American republic. Let her arise, 
not to denudate and to cOIlquer, but to re-establit5h the reign 
of pC'ace and of law. The eyes of Europe are fixed upou us i 
t-;he demands of liS a living example of freedom, that may C'x· 
hibi t a contrast in the felicity of the citizen to the ever in· 
creasing tyranny which desolates her polluted shores. Sho 
invites us to prepare an asylum, where the unhappy may find 
solace, ilntI the persecuted repose. She entreats us to culti
vate a propitious soil, where that generous plant which first 
sprung and grew in England, but is now withered by the 
poisonous blasts of Scottish tyranny, may revive and flourish, 
sheltering under itf; saluhrious and interminable shade, all 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I , , 

the unfortunate of the human race. If we are not this day Ii 
i I wanting in our duty, the name<; of the American legislators :1 

of 1776 will be placed by posterity at the side of Theseus, 
J.Jycurgus, and Romulus, of the three 'Vi1liams of Nassau, 
and of all those whose memory has been, and ever will be, i 
dear to virtuous men and good citizens." , 

The debate on the above motion of Mr. Lee was protracted II , 
until the tenth of June, on which day congress resolved: !I 
" that the consideration of the resolution respecting indepen- ' 
dence be postponed till the first Monday in July next; and, in :i 
the mean while, that no time he lost, in CDse the congress ii 

I ' 
agree thereto, that a committee be appointed to prepare a il 
declaration to the effect of the said resolution." I 

was unexpectedly summoned to attend upon his family in ! 
Virginia, 'some of the members of which were at that t.ime f 

dangerously ill. As the mover of the original resolution for 
independence, it woultl, according to parliamentary usage, 
have devolved upon l\Ir. Lee to have been appointed chair
man of the committee selectcd to prepare a declaration, and, 
as chairman, to have furnished that important document. In 
the abscnce of Mr. J ... ee, ho",,·ever •. 1\11'. Jeficrson was electl'd 
to that hono.ux, by whom it was drawn up with sing'ular en 
ergy of style and argument. 

In the fol1owing month, :Mr. Lee resumed his seat in con
gress, in which budy he continued till June, 1777, during 

I 
, 
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which period he continued the same round of active exertions 
for the welfare of his country. It was his fortulle, however, 
as well as the fortune of others. to have enemies, who charg-ed 

~ 

: him with disaffection to his country', and attachment to Great I : 
I' Bri tain. The ground upon which this charge was made, was, 
i: that contrary to his former practice, previously to the war, 
I he received the rents of his tenants in the produce of their 
I 

i farms, instead of colonial money, which had now become 
I 
: greatly depreciated. This accusation, though altogether ,un-

just, and unwarrantable, at length gained so much credit, that 
1 
· the name of Mr. Let: was omitted by the assemb]y, in their 

list of delegates to congress. This gave him an upportunity, 
· lind furnished him with a motive, to demand of the assembly 
I an inquiry into the nature of the allegations against him. II 
'I The inquiry resulted in an entire acquittal, and in an expres-
i sion of thanks to Mr. Lee, which was conveyed, on the part 

: language: " It is with peculiar p]easure, sir, that I obey this 
! command of the house, because it gives me an opportunity, 
! while I am performing an act of duty to them, to perform an 
I 

act of justice to yourself. Serving with you in congress, and 
attcnti!"ely observing your conduct there, I thought that you 
manifested, in the American cause, a zeal truly patriotic; and 

! confessedly distinguished, to promote the good and prosperity 
i of your own country in particular, and of the United States 
I in general. That the tribute of praise deserved, may reward 

those who do well, and encourage others to foHow your ex-
i ample, the house have come to this resolution: that-the thanks 

of this house be given by the speaker to Richard Henry Lee, 
for the faithful services he has rendered his country, in dis
charge of his duty, as one of the delegates from this state in 
general- congress." 

At a subsequent period, l\ir. Lee was again elected a dele
gate to congress; but during the session of 1778 and 1779, 
in consequence of ill health, he was obliged frequently to ab
sent himself from the ardqous duties which devolved upon 
llim, and which he could no longer sustain. From this time, 

3 C 32-
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until 1781, Mr. L{'e declined nccrpting n. scat in congress, 
from a belief that he might be more useful to his native state, 
by holding a scat in her assembly. In this latter year, how 
ever, the penple of Virginia again honoured him, by appoint.
ing him one of her representati,'es to congress, of which hody 
he was unanimously elected pl'csident. In this exalted sta
tion he presided with great ability; and on the expiration of 

• 

his time of srrvice, he received the thanks of congress for his 
abJe and faithful discharge of the duties of president, while 
acting in that station." 

I 
I 
• 
I 
• • 

· 

I 

I 
I 
i 
• , 
• , 

To the adoption of the federal constitution without amend
ment, although not a member of the cOll\'enlion which dis-

, 

of the constitution, he apprehended, was to consolidation. To 
gunrd against this, it was his wish that the r('spc('ti,'~ states 

should impart to the federal head only so much power as 

was necessary for mutual safety and happiness. Under the 
new constitution, Mr. Lee was appointed the first senator from 
Virginia; in the exercise of which office, he offered severai 

I 
I 

I 
I , , 
I , 
• 

I , , , 
I , 
, 
I 
I , 
I 
• 

amendments to the constitutjon, from the adoption of which Ii 
he hoped to lessen the danger to the country, which he had II 

I 
apprehended. : 

, 
About the year 1792, Mr. Lee, enfeebled by his long at- Ii 

tention to public duties, and by the infirmities of age, retired :i 
i 

to the enjoymeLt of his family and friends. Not long after, I 
he had the pleasure of receiving from the senate and house I 

, 

of delegates of Virginia. the following unani mous vote of 11 

thanks: "Resolved, unanimously, that the speaker be de- ! 
sired to convey to Richard Henry Lee, the respects of the 
senate; that they sincerely sympathise with him in those in
firmities, which have deprived their country of his valuable 
services; and that they ardently wish he may, in his retire
ment, with uninterrupted happiness, close the evening of a 
Hfe, in which he hath so conspicuously shone forth as a states
man and a patriot; that while mindful of his many exertions 
to promote the public interests, they are particularly thankful 
for his conduct as a member of the legislature of the United 
States." 

----.---
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The life of Mr. 
June, 170·1, when 
three years. 

RICHARD HENRY LEE. ::J79 

Lee was continued until the nineteenth of 
he breathed his last, at the age of sixty-

II 

Few men, in any age or in any country, have shone with 
greater brilliancy, or have left a more desirable name, thaH 
Richard Henry Lee. Doth in public and private life, he had 
few equals. In his public career, he was distinguished for 
no common ardour and disinterestedness. As an orator, he 
exercised an uncommon sway over the minds of men. His 
manners were perfectly graceful, and his language uni versally 
chaste. "Although somewhat monotonous, his speeches," 

: 
, 
, , 
• 

I 
I 
• 
• 
! 
i 
• , 
• 
• • , 
I 

· says a writer, "were always pleasing, yet he did not ravish 
I your senses, nor carry away your judgment by storm. His 

If was the mediate class of eloquence, described by Rollin in 
I: -;nis belles lettres. lIe was like a b£'autiful river, meandering 
I ' 
II through a flowery mead, but which never overflowed its banks. 

I i It was Henry who was the mountain torrent1 that swept a.way 
i erery thing before it; it was he alone., who thundered and 
1 lightened; he alone attained that sublime species of eloquence, 
I 

! also mentioned by Rollin." 
Ii In private life, Mr. L~e was justly t.he delight of all who 
I knew him. He had a numerous family of children, the off
: ~pring of two marriages, who were eminently devoted to their 
I 

: father, who in his tUrn delighted to administer -to their inno-
i cent enjoyments, and to witness the expansion of their intel-
• 

i lectual powers. 
,i 'Ve conclude this hasty sketch, with the following account 
I 

; of Mr. Lee, from the flowing pen of the author of the life of 
, 
: Patrick Henry. "Mr. Lee," says he, "had studied the 
i classics in the true spirit of criticism. His taste had that de
! licate touch, \vhich seized with intuitive certainty every 
i beauty of an author, and his genius that native affinity, which 

combined them without an effort. Into every walk of litera
i ture and science, he had carried his mind of exquisite selec

tion, and brought it back to the business of life, crowned with 
I every light of learning, and decked with every wreath that 
: an the muses and all the graces could entwine. Nor did 

these light decorations constitute the whole value of its 

-- ---- -.- - - -'-' -
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freight. He possessed n rich store of political Imowledge, 
with nn acti vity of observation, and a certainty of judgment, 
which turned that knowledge to the \'ery best account. IIe 
was not a lawyer by profession, but he understuod thoroughly 
the constitution bot.h of the mother country and of her colu
nics, and the clements, also, of the civil and municipal law. 
Thus, while his doquence was free from those stHi' and tech
nical restraints, which the habit of forensic speaking arc so 
apt to generate, he had all the legal learning which is neces
sary to a statesman. He reasoned we11, and declaimed freely 

, 

I 

, 

andsplcndidly. The note of his voice was deep and mdo- : 
dious. It was the canorous voice of Cicero. He had lost I 
the use of one of his hands, whic.h he kept constantly covered I 

, \ 
with n black silk bandage. neatly fitted to the palm of his I! . " 

hand, but leaving his thumh free; yet, notwithstanding this 
disadvantage, his gesturc ,,"us so graceful and highly finh;}lCtl, 
tbtt it lvas said he had acquired it by practising before a mir
ror. Such was his .J?~omptitude, that he required no prepa
ration for debrde .. He was ready for any subject, as soon as 

. , 

it was announci;d, anti his speech was so copious, so rich, so 
mellifluous, set off with such bewitching cadence of voice, 

, 

and such captivating grace of action, that while you listened 
to him, you desired to Hear nothing superior; and, indeed, 
thought him perfect; He had quick sensibilit.y and a fervid 
i magina tion." 

• 

• , 
" 77 " -
, 

-
• 

• , 

THOMAS JEFFF.RSON. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON was' born on the second day of April, 
O. S. 1743, at a place called Shadwell, in the county of AI
bermarle, and state of Virginia, a short distance from Mon~ 
tioello. His family were among the earliest emigrants from 
England. They sustained an honourable' standing in the 
territory in which they resided, and lived in circumstances of 
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THO~IAS JEFFERSON. 3f;1 

" considerable affluence. His father, Peter Jefferson, was 
,I /lluch known in the province, as a gentleman of consil!erable 
il scientific attainments, and mure lImn oruinary iirnlIless anu 

integrity. It was I)rul.w/)Iy in cunsequence of t}!('se quulif!ca
!' lioB:;, that he was seleclell as one of the comlllissiuners ap
· pointeu tu the delicate and responsible tusk of determining 

, 
I 

• • 

:, the division line between Virginia and North Carolina. On 
, 

; the decease of the father, the son inherited from him an ex-, 

:~ tensive and valuable estate. , 
! Of the early incidents in the life (If Thoma~ Jefferson, but 
• 

i: little is known. He was entered, while yet a youth, a stu-
dent in the col1ege of \VilIiam and :.\Jary, in \Villiamsburg ; 

i but the precise standing which he occupied among his litera
:, ry associates, is probably now lust. He doubtless, however, 

l£'fl the college with no inconsiderable reputation. He ap
pears to have been imbued with an early love of letters and 

\: science, and to have cherished a strong disposition to the 
J. physical sciences especially; and to ancient classical litera

ture, he is understood to have had a warm attachment, and 
: never to have lost sight of them, in the midst of the busi€s~ 

, 

, , 

, 
, 
• 

• occupatIOns. 
I On leaving col1ege, he applied himself to the study of tJle 
! I, law under the tuition of George Wythe, of whose high judi-, . 
; cial character we have had occasion to speak in a preceding 

Ii 
I i , 
, 
• • , 
, 
I , 

I , 

memoir. In the office of this distinguished man, he acquired 
that unrivalled neatness, system,. and method in business, 
which thOrough all his future life, and in every office that he 
filled, gave him so much power and despatch.. Under the 
direction of his distinguished preceptor, he became intimately 

, acquainted with the whole round of the civil an~ common 
i law. From the same distinguished example he caught that 
i untiring spirit of investigation, which never left a subject till 
\ 

: he had searched it to the very foundation. In short, Mr. 
I 

'Vythe performed for him, as one of his eulogists remarks, , 
I 

, 

I 

I 

what Jeremiah Gridley did for his great rival, Mr. Adams; 
he placed on his head the crown of legal preparation, and 
well did it become him. 

Por his able legal preceptor, Mr. Jefferson always enter-
o 

, 

-
i 

· , 

, 
• • 

• 
• 

, 
I , 
, 
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• , 
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• 

• 
tnincd the grcatef't respect and friendsldp. Indeed, the at-
tachm~nt of preceptor and pupil was mutual, and for a long 
series of years continued to acquire strength and stability. 
At the close of his life, in 1806, it was found that Mr. \Vythe 
had bequeathed his Hbrary and philosophical apparatus to 
his pupil, as a testimony of t.he estimation in which he was 
held by his early prec"ptor and aged friend. 

Mr. Jefferson was called to the bar in the year 1766. 
With the advantages which he had enjoyed with respect to 
legal preparation, it might natural1y be expected that he 

profession. The standing which he occupied at the bar, may 
be gathered from the following account, the production of 

• 

the biographer of Patriek Henry: "It has been thought that 
Mr. Jefferson made no figure at the bar; but the case was far 
otherwise. There are still extant, in his own fair and neat 
hand, in the manner of his master, a number of arguments, 
which were delivered by him at the bar, upon some of the I 
most intricate questions of the law j which, if they shall ever 
see the light, will vindicate his claim to the first hon~urs of 
the profession. It is true, he wns not distinguiRhed in popular I 
debate; why he was not so, has often beell matter of surprise i 
to those who have seen his eloquence on paper, and heard it 
in conversation. He had all the attrHmtes of the mind, and 
the heart, p d the soul, which are essential to eloquence of 
the highest order. The only defect was a physical one: he , 
wanted volume and compass of voice, for a large deliberative I 
assembly; and his voice, from the excess of his sensibility, 
instead of rising with his feelings and c.onceptions, sunk under 
their pressure, and became guttural and inarticulate. The 
conRciousncss of this infirmity, repressed any attempt in a 
large body, in which he knew he must fai1. But his voice 
was all sufficient for the purposes of judicial debate; anti 
there is no reason to doubt that, if the service of his country 
had not called him away so soon from his profession, his 
fame as a lawyer would now ha\re stood upon the same dis
tinguished g-round, which he confessedly occupied as a states
man, an author, and a schohr." 
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TIIO!\fAS JEFFERSON. 383 

The year previous to Mr. Jefferson's admission to the bar, 
Mr. Henry introduced into the Virginia house of burgesses, 
thm sitting at Williamsburg, his celebrated resolutions 
against the stamp act. Mr. Jefferson was, at this time, pre
sent at the debate. " He was then," he says, "but a student, 
anu stood in the door of cOlHmunication. between the house 

I; an!1 the lobby, where he heard the whole of this magnificent 
debate. The opposition to the last resolution was most ve
hement j the debate upon it, to use his own strong language, 

, 

, 

'most bloody;' but," he adds, " torrents of sublime eloquence 
from Henry, bacl{ed by the solid reasoning of Johnson, pre
vailed j and the resolution was carried by a single vote. I 
well remember," he continues, " the cry of ' treason,' by the 

, speaker, echoed from every part of the house, against Mr. 
, 
.; Henry: I well remember his pause, and the admirable ad-
. rlress with which he recovered himself, and baffled the charge 

th liS vocif era ted." 
He here alludes to that memorable exclamation of Mr. 

: Henry, now become almost too familiar for quotation: 
, "Ccesar'had his Brutus, Charles the Virst his Cromwell, and 

George the Third (' treason !' cried tJle speaker j 'treason! 
" treason!' echoed the house j) may profit by their example. 
I , 

If t.his be treason, make the most of it." 
!' The talents of Mr. Jefferson, which were early well known, 

j • 

': permitted him not long to remain in a pri vate station, or to 
· , 
!, pursue the ordinary routine of his profession. A career of 
I ; 
I more extensive usefulness, and objects of greater importance, 
, . 
i' were now presented to him. His country demanded his ser-
, 

:: vices; and ~t the early age of twenty-five, that is, in the 
I 

:i year 1769, he entered the house of burgesses in Virginia, and 
, 

i' then first inscribed his name as a champion of his country's 
• 

Ii rights. 
:: At a former period, the attachment of the American colo-

!! a venerable parent. In Virginia, this attachment was unusu-, , 
il ally strong. Various circumstances combined to render it 
II so. Many of the families of that province were allied to dis-

I 
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sought their ('ducation in the universities of the mother COlm· 

tl'Y' It was not sin~ular, therefore, that n strong affection 
should exist, on the part of this colony, for the people'in 
England, nor that the people of the colonies generally should 
have come to the severance of these tics with peculiar reluc
tance. Resistance, however, was at length forced upon them, 
by the rash course pursued by the British ministry. The rights 
of the colonies were invaded; their choicest privileges were 
taken away, and loudly were the patriots of America called 

upon, by the sufferings of the country, to a wake to a strong and 

effectual resistance. At this time, ~rr. Jefferson commenced 
his political career, and 11£18 himself given us, in few words, 
an outline of the r('ason::; which p(J\\"l'rfully impelled him to 

I 

I , 

, 

I 

, 
, 

enter the lists, with other A 111('ricall l)atriuts, aoo-ainst the pa- I! 
I : 

rent country. , I , , 
, 

• ' I 

" The colonies," says he, "\rerc taxed internally and ex- Ii 
• 

ternally; their essential interests :mnifircd tl) individuals in ! , . " 

Great Oritain; th£'ir legislature:; su,,;ppl1ded; chartrrs an

nullerl; trials by jurors takrn away; their persons subjected 

I ' , 
I ' ,J 
! I 
, I 

! , 
• 

to transportation across the A tlanti(·, and to trial by· foreign Ii 
I ' judicatories; their supplications for rt·drc~s thought beneath !: 
I 

anSWC'I·, thcmseh'cs InublisLc(1 as cowards in the councils of d 
I i 

their mother country, and courts of Europe; armed troops II 
sent amongst them, to enforce submission to these violences; Ii 
and actual hostilities commenced against them. No alterna- i 
tive was presented, but resistance or unconditiollJI submi:;·· !I 
sion. Between these there could be no hesitation. They i: 

I ' 

closed in the appeal to arms." :i 
, I 

In the year 1773, Mr. Jefferson became a member of the ii 

i 

first committee of correspondence, established by the pro- i' 
vincial assemblies. v/ e have already noticed --the claim I 
which Virginia and Massachusetts have respectively urged, !I 
to the honour of having first suggested this important mea- I' 

I 
sure in the revolution. Both, probably, in respect to this, I 
are entitled to equal credit; but to whomsoever the honour 

belolljSS, that honour is, indeed, great, since this measure, 
more than most others, contributed to that union of action 

and sentiment, which characterized the proceedings of the 

• 

I 

J 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON. 385 

several colonies, and which was the foundation of their fillal 
triumph over an ancient and powerful kingdom. 

In 177·1, ::'IIr. J cflvrson published a "~ummary View of 
the Rights of British America," a valuable pruduction among 
tlHisc illtenued tu show the dangers which threatened the 
liberties of the country, and to encourage the people in their 
defence. This pamphlet was addressed to the king, whoGl, 
in language respectful but bold, it remintled that America 
was settled by British freemen, whose rights had been vio
lated; upon whom the hand of tyranny was thus heavily 
lyillg, and from the 6uflcrings which they were experiencing, 
they must be, and they would be, free. 

The L'Jld and independent language of this pamphlet gave 
great umbrage to Lonl Dunmore, the royal governor of the 
province. 1\1r. Jefferson, on avowing himself the author of 
the pamphlet, was threatened with a prosecution for high 
treason by the governor; a threat, which he probably wouiu 
have carried into eflect, coulJ. he have hoped that the vindid
tire measure would succeed. 

In the following yenr, 1775, Mr. Jefferson was selecte(l by 
the Virginia legislature to answer Lord North's famolls 
"Conciliatory proposition," called, ill the language of the 
day, his "Olive branch;" but it was an olive branch that 
concealed a serpent: or, as the former President Adams ob
scn'cd, "it was an nsp, in a basket of flowers." The task 
assigned him, was performed by Mr. Jefferson in a manner 
the most happy and satisfactory. The reply was cool and 
calm and close marked with uncommon energy and keen 
sagacity. The document may be found in most of the his
tories of that period, and is manifestly one of the most ncr
,·ous and manly productions of that day. It concluded with 
the following st.rong and independent language: 

"These, my lord, are our. sentiments, on this important 
subject, which we offer only as an individual part of the 
whole empire. Final determination we leave to the general 
congress, now sitting, before whom we shall lay the papers 
your lordship has communicated to us. For ourselves, we 
have exhausted every mode of application, which our inven-
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tion could suggest, as proper and promisiIlg. ""'c havc de
(',cIltly remollstrated with parliament they have adue(l new 
injuries to the old j we have wearied our king ,vitli supplica
tion:; he has not deigned to answer us; we have appealed 
to the nati\'e honour and justice of the British nation their 
efforts in our favour ha\'e hitherto been ineffectual. 'Vhat 
tilCn remail1s to be done? That we commit our injuries to 
the even handed justice of that neinl~' who doth no wrong, 
earnestly beseeching Him to illuminate the councils, amI 
prosper the endeavours uf those to whom America hath con
fided her hopes; that through their wise direetions, we IlIay 
again see reunited the blessings of liberty, prosperity, allcl 
harmony with Great Britain." 

In the month o!' June, 1775, )1r. Jefferson nppeared and 
took his scat in the contillelltal congress, as a delegate from 

, 

Virgillia. In thi:; enlightel1rd assembly, he soon became 
conspicuous among the most distinguished for their abilities 
ami patriutism. He was appoinletl on various important 
committees, towards the rHscharge of whose duti~ .. he con
tributed his full share. The cause of liberty lay near his 
heart, nor did he hesitate to incur all necessary hazard in 
maintaining and defending it. 

Antecedently to the year 1776, a dissolu'tion of the unioll 
with Great Britain had not been contemplated, either by COil-

, 

gress, or the nation. During the spring of that year, how· 
ever, the question of independence became one of deep and 
s01emn reflection, among the American people. It was per· 
ceiH'd by many in all parts of the land, that the hope of re
cOl1ciliati-on with the parent country was at an end. It was, 
iuJeed, an unequal contest, in which the colonies were en· 
gaged. It was a m~asure of unexampled boldness, which 
they were contemplating a step which, should it not recei\'o 
the smiles of a propitious Providence, wouhl evidently in
vo1ve them and their posterity in ca1amities, the full measure 
and duration of which no political prophet could foretel. 
But, then, it was a measure rcndered necessary, by the op
pression which they were suffering. The" shadows, clouds, 
and darkness." which rested on the future, did not deter them. 
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The language which they adopted, and the feelings which 
they indulged, were the language and feelings of the patriotic 
Ua \\ Icy. who said, ","Ve must put to sea . Proridence will 
bring us into port." 

I t was fortunate for the cause of America, and fur the cause 
of freedom, that there was a class of men at that day, who 
were adequate to the high and mighty enterprise of sunder
ill!.; the ties which bound the cohnies. For this they were 
tluulltless specially raised up by the God of hpuven; for this 
tllp!" were prepared by the lofty energies of their minds, and 
by that. boldness and intrepidity of character, which, perhaps, 
nCHf su signally marked another generation of men. 

The measure thus determined upon was, at length, brought 
funranl in the continental congress. 'Ve 11a,"c already 

Iloticed in se,"eral preceding skptches, the dcbate on this 
!'uhject., ali!I the important part which ,'arious imlividuals 
took in urging- it furward. It belong"s to this pJ~ce to llotire, 
particularly, the important services wldch Mr. Jefferson ren
dered in relation to it. A resolution had been presented by 
Hichard Henry Lee to declare America free nnd illtlcpenJf'Tlt. 

The debate upon this resolution was cOlltillueu from the 
seventh to the terith of June, when the further cUllsideratiun • 
of it was postponed until the first of July, and at the same 
time a committee of five was appointed to prepare provi
sionally a draught of a declaration of independence. At 
the head of this committee was placed Thomas Jeifers,m. 
He was at this time but thirty-two years of age, and was 
probably the youngest member of the committee, and one 
of the youngest men in the house, for he had only served 
part of the former session. 

Mr. Jefferson being chairman of this committee, the im
portant duty of preparing the draught of the document was 
assigned to him. It was a task of no ordinary magnitude, 

• 

and demanded the exercise of no common judgment and fore-
'light. By the act itself, a nation was to stand or fall. Nay, 
in its effects, it was to exercise a powerwl influence upon 
other nations on the globe, and might extend forward to the 
end of time. 
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To frame a doculTlent, which should precisely meet the exi 
grncies of the case which should sct forth the causes of com
pluillt, according to truth which should abide the scrutiny 
of C'ncmies at home and abroad which should stand the tesl 
of li1lle, especially of a day \\'hich , .... ould come, whell the high 
wrought excitement, thcn existing, would have suLsided-

, 

this was no ordinary task. Indeed, there were fcw milld:), 
(,'\'cn nt that day, which woultl have felt adequate to the un 
dertaking. 

, 
I 

I , , 
I 

From his stwly, Mr. Jefferson at length presentcd to his 
colleagues the original draugll1. A few changes only in the 
docul1lcnt were suggested by two of them, Dr. Frankiin UlHl 

Mr. Adams. The whole merit of the paper was Mr. Jefler- i , 

i , 
i ' 

I 
i 

son's. On being reported to congress, it. underwent :l [I"'" ! 
I 

other slight alterations; none of whieh, ho,,"c\'e1', altered the il 
tom', the frame, the arrangcmellt, or the general character of : 

,; Illl'ill:-,I;'lllill'lil. 
! , 
, 

I ' , I "It has somciimes been saiJ," ohserves an eloqucnt writer, 
"as if it were a derogation from tIle merits of this paper, that I 

: I , 

1 it ('ontains nothing new; that it only states groullds of pro- ! 

stated and pressed before. nut it was nIJt the ohject of the : 
, 

deelaratioll to IlI"ollucc any thing new. It was not to im:cnt ;: , 
rea~1ons fur indcpcndence, but to Htde thuse which governed I 
the congr('ss. For great and suflicicnt reasons it was pro- ' 
posed to declare independence; and the proper business ot 
the paper to be drawn, was, to set forth those causes, and I! 

, 
I 

the count.ry and to posterity. The cause of American inde
pendence, moreover, was now to be presented to the world I 

in such a manner, if it might so be, as to engage its sympa
thy, to command its respect, to attract its admiration; and in 
an assembly of most able and distinguished men, Thomas Jef
ferson had the high honour of being the select.ed advocate of 
this cause. To say that he performed !lis great work we]), 
would be doing him injustice. To say that he did excenently 
we11, admirably weB, would be inadequate and halting praise. 
Let us rather say, that he so discharged the duty aSSIgned 
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him, that all Americans may well rejoice that the work of 
drawing the little deed of their liberties devolved on his 
hallJs. " 

In 1778, Mr. Jefferson was appointed by congress, in COI1-

jUllction with Dr. Franklin and Silas Deane, a commissiuncr to 
France, fur the purpose of formillg a treaty uf alliance and 
CUllllllercc with that nation. In consequence, howcver, of ill 
hcaILh, and impressed with the cOllviction that he could lJe 
of greater service to his country, and especia11y to his state, by 
cUlltinuing at home, he declined accepting the office, and Ar
thur Lee was appointed in his place. 

jointly with George 'Vythe and Edmund Pendleton, on a cum I 
I mission fur revising the laws of Virginia. This was an ar 
I 

duous service, requiring no less than one hundred and twenty-
• six hills, which were drawn by these gentlemen, and which fur 

I' simplicity and perspicuity have seldom been excelled. In -.' . _. - . _. 
• 
• 

• 
• , 
• 
• • 
• 

r I 
I , 

r : 

• 

i 
; 
I , 
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I 
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I 

I 
I 
r 
i 

respect to .Mr. Jefferson, it shuuld be nuticed, that, bcsiucs 
the laborious share which he took in revising the laws of the 
state, to him belongs the honour of having first proposed the 
important laws in the Virginia codc, forbidding the importa
tiun of slaves; cOllverting estates tail into fees simple; annul
liilg the rights of primogeniture; establishing schools for ge
neral education, amI confirming the rights of freedom ill re
ligious opinion, with several others. 

In 1779, Patrick Henry, who was the first republican go
vernor, under the renovated constitution, and the successor 
of the earl of Dunmore, having served his appointed term, 

• 
retired from that office, upon which Mr. Jefferson was chosen 
to succeed him. To this office he was re-elected the fo11ow
lng year, and continued in office until .June, 1781. 

The administration of Mr. Jefferson, as governor of Virgi-
nia, during the above term, was arduous and difficult. TIle 
revolutionary struggle was progressing, and the southern 
states were particularly the theatre of hostile operations. At 
three several times, during his magistracy, the state of Virgi
nia was invaded by the enemy; the first time in the spring of 
1780, by the ferocious General Tarlton, whose military move-

33 • 
• 

.. 
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ments were characterized by unu~unl barbarity, and who waB 
followed in his invasion, by the main army, under Lord Corn
wallis. 

'Vhile the eyes of all were directed to these military move
ments in the south, the state experienced a still more unex
pected and disastruus attack, from a body of troops, under 
the guidance of the infamous Arnold, whom treachery hat! 
rendered more daring anll more vindict.ive. 

In respect to preparations for hostili ties within her own 
limits, the state of Virginia was sadly deficient; nor had the 
habits and pursuits of Mr. Jefferson been of a kind which fitted 
him for military enterprise. Aware, however, of the neces
sityof energy and exertion, in this season of danger and ge
neral distress, he applied his mind, with alacrity and ardour, 
to meet the exigencies of the casco Scarcely had Arnold left 
the coast, when Cornwallis entered the state, on its southern 
border. At this time, the condition of YirgiIda was extreme
ly distressing; she was wholly unpr('pured; her troops were 
fighting in remote parts of the country; she had few military 
stores; ano, to add to her distress, her finances were exhaust
ed. On the approach of Arnold in January, the general as
semhly pad hastily adjourne(l, to meet again at Charlottesville. 
on the twenty-fourth of May. 

o • 

In the mean time, a most anxious part deyohed upon the 
govrrnor. He had few resources, and was obliged to depend, 
in a great measure, upon his personal influence to obtain the 
munitions of war, and to raise and set in motion troops from 
different !larts of the state. The various expedients which he 
adopted werp. indicative of much sagacity, and were attended 
by success hif,l.,l 'mportant to the common cause. 

On the twenty-fourth of May, the legislature was to meet 
at Charlottesville. They were not formed for business, how
ever-, until the twenty-eighth. A few days following which, 
the term for which Mr. Jefferson had been elected expired, -
when he again found himself a private citizen. 

On leaving the chair of state, Mr. Jefferson retired to Mon
ticello, when intelligence was received, two days after, that a 
body of troops under command of General Tarlton were ra-
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phlly hastening to Charlottes"ille, for the purpose of surpri
~illg and capturing the members of the assembly. They had 

I, only time, after the alarm was given, to adjourn to meet ut 
,I Staunton, awl to disperse, before the enemy entered the \'il. 
I lu!Yc. 'Another party had directed their course to ~r(lnticf'lIo 

• 
i , 
I 

• 

tu capture the ex-governor. Fortunately, an exprc:;s ha:;ten-
cd from Charlottesville, to convey intelligence to ::\[r. Jetlcr

I E'.1ll of their approach. Scarcely had the family time to make 

:1 arrangements, indispensable for their ileparture, ant! tl) efTect 
: I 
i their escape, before the encmy were seen ascellding the hill, 
I 

!i leading to the mansion-house. 'Ir. Jefferson hiJl1;-;clf~ mowlt-
, . i ing his horse, narrowly escilpcd, by taking a cour:;:e tllr~)u~b 

I the W()OU8. This flight of Mr. Jef1cr~oll, eminellily prnp<'r, , 
• 

! Jilt! ujlon which his safety depended, has ullwarrantably (,\':-
I 
; cited ill times gone by the ridicllle amI censure of his cHewil':';, 
! Agreeably to their appointment, the Icgi:5lature aS~(,!!lbJt.d at 
• 

': Staunton on the seyenth. soon after "llich, at the iJlstig-aliull 
I . 
I of :\Ir. George Nidl(,las, an inquiry was mO\'cd into tht' COll-

i duct of Mr . .Jcfierson in respect to remissness in the discllar!.!'e 
i of his duty, at the time of Arnold's invasion. The ensuing:-;essi (Ill 

, I 

i of the legislature W(lS fixed upon fur the inHsligatioll of the 
I charges. At the arrhral of the appointed time, ~Ir. ~i('hulas had 

: become convinced that the charges were without foundatiull, 
: and tllis impression having generally obtained, no one ap
! reared to bring forward the investigation. Upon this, ::\Ir. 
I 

i Jefli'rson. who had been returned a member of the asscIIJl)l\'. , 
• 1 

• 

i rose in his place, and entered into a justification of his con
i duct. His statement was calm, lucid, and com·iucing. On 
I 

. : cunclUlling it, the house unanimously adopted the following 
:, resolution: , 
· I I 

, 
, 
• 
• 

; 
• 
• , 
• , 

I , 
, 
i 
1 , 

I , 
i 

" Hesolved, That the sincere thanks of the general aSSCIll-
bly be given to our former governor, Thomas Jefferson, for 
his impartial, upright, and attentive aurninist.ration, whilst in 
office. The assembly wish, in the strongest manner, to de: 
clare the high opinion they entertain of Mr. Jefferson's auili-
ty, rectitude, and integrity, as chief magistrate of this com
monwealth; and mean, by thus publicly avowing their opi 

, nion, to obviate and to remove all unmerited censure." 
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To this it may be added, that Mr. Nicholas, some time af 
ter, did ::\lr. Jefferson the justice to acknowledge, in a public. , 
manner, the erroncous views which he had entertained, and 
to express his regret that more correct information had not 
been obtained, before the accusation had been brought forwaru. 

In the year 1781, Mr. Jefferson composed his" Notes on 
Virginia," a work which grew out of a numbcr of questions, 
proposed to him by M. De Marbois, the secretary of the 
Frcllch legation in the United States. It embraced a general 
"iew of the geography of Virginia, its natural productions, 
statistics, government, history, and laws. In 1787, Mr. Jef
ferson published the work, under his own signature. It at
tracted much attention in Europe, as well as in America j dis
pellcd many misconceptions respecting this continent, and 
ga\-e its author a place among men distinguished for science. 
It is still admired, and will long be admired, for the happy 
simplicity of its style, and for the extcnt and variety of its 
information. 

In 1782, Mr. Jefferson rccei\o"cd the appointment of minis
ter plenipotentiary, to join commissioners already in Europe, 
to settle the conditions of peace between the United States 
ancI Great Britain. Before his embarkation, however, intel-
1igence was received, that the preliminaries of peace had been 
signed. The necessity of his mission being removed, congrcss 
dispensed with his leaving America. 

In NOl'ember, 1783, he again took his seat in the conti
fJ('lItal congress; but in l\:lay following was appointed minis
tf'r plcnipotentiary to act abroad in the negotiations of com
mercial treaties, in conjunction with Dr. J;ranklin and Mr. 
Adams. In the month of July, Mr. Jefferson sailed for France, 

, 

and joined the other commissioners at Paris, in August. 
Although ample powers had been imparted to the commis

~ioners, they were not as successful in forming commercial 
treaties as had been expected. It was of great importance to 
the U ni ted States to effect a treaty of this kind with Grcat 
Britain, and for thIS purpose ~Ir. Jefferson and Mr. Adams 
proceeded to London. In this important object they failed, 
owing, probably, to the hostile fccling~ which the ministry 
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\ I 
• , , 

8tm rankled in their breasts;. and, moreover, to a selfish po- I 

liey which they had adopted in respcct to their na\rig-atiun 
system, by which tb~y int~ndcd to increase their own nun- l 
gation at' the expense of other nations, and especially of tho 
United States. The o'n)y treatjes which thecommissioners 
were at th' time able to negotiate, were with ~Iorocco an.d 

In 1785, . Jefferson was appointed to succeed Doctor 
Franklin as minister plenipotentiary to ,the court of Yersai11es, 
The d\1ties of this ~tation he continued to perform until Octo
ber, 1789, when be obtained Ica,rc to retire, just on the C\'C 01 

that tremendous re~'olution which bas so much agitated the 
world in our times. 

. 

The discharge of Mr. Jefferson's diplomatic duties while 

! 
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, abroad, " was marked by great ability, diligence, and pntl'iot- I! 
ism; and while he resided at Paris, in one of the most intc- II 

\ I 
rc~ting periods, his character for intelligence, his lo,"c of : 

, 

knowledge, and of the society of learned men, distinguished i 
him in the highest circles of the French capital. No court 'I! 
in Europe had, at that time, in Paris, a representative com~ , I 

f 

manding or enjoying higher regard, Cor political knowledge, I 
or for general attainment, than the minister of this then infant 

, , 

repu blic." 
During his residenee in Fl'ance, Mr. Jeft"erson, found leisure 

to visit both Holland and Italy.' In both countries he was 
received with the respeet and attention due to his official sta
tion, as the minister of a rising repUblic, and as a man of Jearn-
ing and science. . 

In the year 1 he returned to his native eountry. His 
, 

talents and experienee recommended him-to President Wash": 
ington for the first office in his gift. He was, accordingly 
placed at the head or tbe department of state, and immediately 
cntered on the arduous duties of that portant station. " 

Soon after Mr. entered . the of this office, 
, 

congre .. direeted him to prepare and report a for esta-
blishing a of eurreDey, weightl, and 
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subjC:'ct of tonnage duties payable by France, and on the sub
ject of the cod and whale fisheries. Each of thtse reports 
oisplayed the usual accuracy, information, and intellige.nce of 
the writer. 

" " 
I I 
: I 

, 
i 

• , , 

I , , 
I 

'fowaros the close of the year 1791, the relation of the 
UlJited States to several countries abroad became embarrass
illg, anll gave occasion to Mr. Jefferson to exercise those ta
lents of a diplomatic character, with which he was pre-emi
nentlyenuowed. "His correspondence with the ministers of 
other powers residing here, and his ilf'Structions to our own di
plomatic agents abroad, are among our ablest state papers. A 
thuruugh knowledge of the laws and usages of nations, perfect : 

• 

I 
• , 
, , , 

, 
aC'luaintance with the immediate subject before him, great fe- : , 
licit)" ano still greater facility, in writing, show themselves in i 
whatever effort his official situation eallcd on him to make. It I 

I 

is believed, by competent judges, that the diplomatic inter- : 
; I 

course of the government of the United States, from the first 
meetingofthe continental congress in 1774 to the present time, 

, 
taken together, would not suffer, in respect to the talent with ! 

I 

which it has been conducteo, by comparison with any thing : 
! 

which other and older states can produce; and to the attainment I 
of this respectabili~y and distinction, Mr. Jefferson has con- i 
tributeo his full part." ! 

I 
On the sixteenth of Deceinber, 1703, Mr. Jefferson com- ! 

I 

municated his last official report to congress, on the nature i 
, 

and 'extent of the privileges and restrictions on the commerce i 
of the United States in foreign countries, and the measures ! , 
which he deemed important to be adopted by the United I 

~tates, for the improvement of their commerce and navigation. !I 
~~ This report, which has ever been considered as one of pri- i 
mary importance, gave rise to a long and interesting discus- I 
sion in the national legislature. In regard to the measures I 

recommended in the repo~t, a wiue difference prevaileo in I 

congress, among the two great parties, into which that body 
had become obviously and permanently divided. Indeed,;" ' 
may Le saio to have been this report, which finally separatea 
the statesmen of the country into two great political parties, 
which have existed almost to the present time. • 

, - . 
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On the thirty-first of December, 1793, Mr. Jefferson ten
dered his resignation as secretary of state, and again retired 
to private life. The interval which elapsed between his re
signation of the above o~ce; and his being summoned again 
to the councils of the nation, he employed in a manner most 
delightful to himself, viz. in the education of hi=:J family, the 

• 

management of his e.state, and the pursuit of philosophical 
studies,. to the latter of which, though long negleCt~d, in his 
devotion to higher duties, he returned with renewed ardour. 

The attachment of a large proportion of his feJlow-citizens, 
which • Jefferson carried with him into his seclusion, did 
not allow him long to enjoy the pleasures of a private life,-to 
which he appears to ha,re been sincerely devoted. General 
\Vashington had for some time determined upon a reHnquish
ment of the presitlential chair, and in his farewell address, in 
the month of September, 1796, announced tha~ intention. 
This distinguished man,. having thus' withdrawn himself, the 
twopoJitical parties brought forward their respective candi

. dates, )Ir. Adame and ~Ir. Jefferson. On counting the votes 
• • 

• 

in February, 1797, in the presence of both houses of con-
gress, it was found that Mr. Adams was elected president, he 
ha\'ing the highest number of votes, and Mr. Jeffers~n vice 
president, upon which respective offices ·they entered on tbe 
following fourth of • 

. In the life of Adams, we had occasion to allude to the 
unsettled state of the country, and the general dissatisfaction 

. . 

with his administration, which prevaiJed. puring this pe-
riod, however, Jefferson resided chie8y at Monticello, 
pursuing the peaceful and noiseless of private 
Jife. The time, at length, approached for a . new election ~f 
president. • Je1ferson was again proposed by the republi-
can party aaa . candidate for The candidate of 
the federal party was B~rr. , 

,-

On the' eleventh of l"·e ., 1801, the yotea were countell 
in the presence of both houaC8 of congress, and the reaul& 

• 

declared by the vice president to bE'., for Je1fer,?n 
seve~ty-three; for Aaron· Burr aeve.-ty-three; John Adam. 
lixty-&ve; C. C. Pinckney 8ixty-four;~nd Jay 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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The vice I}resiuent then, in pursuance of the uuty enjoineu 
• 

upon him, ueclared that Thomas JetTerson anu Aaron Burl', 
having an elltlUI number of votes, it rcmaineu for the house 
of representatives to uetcrmille the choice. Upon this, lh~ 
two hO\ll;cs separated, " anu the house of representatives re· 
turned to their chamber, where seats had been previously 
pn'pared for the members of the senate. A call of the mem· 
bel'S of the house, arranged according to states, was then 

• 

made; upon which it appeared that every member was pre· 
sent, except General Sumpter, who was unwell, and unable 
to attcnd. 1\11'. Nicholson, of ::\luryland, was also unwell, but 
a ttcndeti, and had a b~u prepared for him in one of the corn· 
mittee roo111S, to which place the ballot box was carried to 
him, by the te-llers, appointed on the part of the state . 

.. The tirst ballot was eight states for Mr. Jefferson, six 
for _:\11'. Burr, and two divided; which result continued to be 
the same after balloting thirty-five times." 

Thus stoou aifuirs, after a long and eyen distressing con
tc:::t, when a member of the house, (General ~mith,) commu· 
nicuteJ to the house the following extract of a letter from 
1\11'. Burr: "It is highly improbable that I shall have an 
equal number of votes with .Mr. Jefferson: but if such should 
be the result, every man who knows mc, ought to know, 
tlmt I would utterly disclaim all competition. Be assured 
that the federal party can entertain no wish for such an 
exchange. 

" As to my friends, they would dishonour my views, anu . 
insult my feelings, by a suspicion that I would submit to be : 
instrumental in counteracting the wishes and expectations of 
the United States; and I now constitute you my proxy to 
declare these sentiments, if the occasion shall require." 

This avowal 'of the wishes of Mr. Burr, induced two fede 
raI members to withdraw; in consequence of which, on the 
thirty-sixth balloting, Mr. Jefferson was elected president. 
Colonel Burr, by the provision of the constitution, became, 

• 

of course, vice p-resident. : 
, 

On the fourth of l\1arch, 1801, Mr. Jefferson, agreeable to i 
the constitution, took the oath of office, in the presence of I 

- . 
• 

• 
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I r 
I , 
d 
'i Doth houses of congress, on which occasion he delivered his 
! 'nauguraI aduress. 

Ii In this auuress, after expressing his diffidence in his powers 
I ' !: o;atisfactorily to disc}targe the duties of the hiLTh anu reSI)on-I ., 0 

.;ible office assigneu him, he proceeded to state the principles 
;' ny which hi5 administration would he governed. These 
I! were," Equal and exact justice to all mell, of whatever state 
i' or persuasion, religious or political: peace, commerce, and 
: IlOl1est friendship with aU nations, entangling alliances with 
I 

: 'lone: the support of the state governments in a11 their rights, 
j as the most competent administration for our uomcstic con-
, 

! ~('rns, and the surest bulwarks against anti-rrpublican teIl-
I 

~, iCflcies: the prescnratioll of the general gO"emment in its 
Ii wilole: constitutiollal Yigour, as the shp.et anchor of ollr peace 
: H home, and safety abroau: a jealous care of the right of 
:: 3lvction by the people, a mild and safe correcti\'e of abuses 
I ' :: wlrich are lopped by the sword of re"olution, where peacea-
: blc rellJeuies are unprovided: absolute acquiescence in the 
, . , 

i: decisions of the majority, the vital principle of republics, 
I; from which is no appeal but to force, the vital principle and 
, i: imll1ediate parent of despotisms: a well disciplined militia, 
i: our best reliance in pcacc~ afld for the first moments of \VaI, 

1 till regulars may relieve them: the supremacy of the civil 
I , 

!: over the military authority: economy in the public ex
I ! I, pcnse, that labour may be 1ightly burthened: the honest 
I ~ ii payment of our debts, and sacred preservation of the public 
!: faith: encouragement of agriculture, and of commerce as its 
II 
!: hand-maid: the diffusion of information, and arraignment of 
1 ' I • i all abuses at the bar of public reason: freedom of religion: 
Ii frcpdom of the press: and freedom of person, under the pro
t tection of the habeas corpus: and trial by juries impartially 

selectec1, 'fhese principles," added Mr. Jefferson, "should 
I 
, be the creed of our political faith; and should we wander 

from them in moments of error or of alarm, let us hasten to 
retrace our steps, and to regain the road which alone leads 
to peace, liberty, and safety." 

To enter into a minute detail of the administration oC 
Mr Jefferson, would neither comport with the duties of a 
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biogl'aphcr, nor with the limits which mnst necessarily be 
prescribed to the present sketch. At a future oay, more dis
tant hy far than the present, when the remembrance of poli
tical nsprriticR shaH have passed away, can exact justice be 
done 10 Mr. Jefferson and his au ministration. That he was 

, ' 

a tli:-:tinguished man, distinguished as a statesman, none can 
deny. But as the measures of his administration were called . 
ill question, in respect to their policy, and as the day of ex- i 

• 

citement has scarcely passed by, it is deemed more judicious .: . , 
to leave the subject to the research and delibcmtion of the I; 

• 

future historian, than, in this place, to attempt to settle qu('s- I: 
tiol1::>, about which there was, while he lived, and still may I. 

I 

exist, an honest difference of opinion. :: 
II 

On the meeting of congress in December, 1801, Mr. Jef- ,: , . 
fcrson, varying from the practice of the former presidents, :' 

: , 
communicated a message to congress, instead of delivering i , . 
a ~peech in person. The change in this respect thus intro- ;: 
dllccd was obvfously so popular and acceptable, that it has , 

I bcr.n aliopted on every suhsefluent similar occasion. .. 
1 , 

The principal acts which characterized the first term of I: 
Mr . .T efferson's career, were, a removal from responsible and: 

· I 

lucrative offices of a great portion of those whose political : 
ollinions were opposed to his own; the abolition of the inter- : 

• • 

nat taxes; a reorganization of the judiciary; an extension of :, 
, 

the Jaws relative to naturalization; the purchase of Louisi- ;: 
II 

ana, and the estabJishment of commercial and friendly rela- '; 
I 

tions with various western tribes of indians. !: 
, ' 

On the occurrence of a new presidential election, in 1805, i 
• • 

the administration of Mr. Jefferson had been so acceptable, ;. 
that he was re-elected by a majority, not of eight votes, as in : 

, ' 
the former instance, but by one hundred and fo~ty-eight. In i 

• 

spired wit.h new zeal by this additional proof of confidence " 
• 

which his fellow-citizens had given him, he took occasion, in ' 
I 

his second inaugural address, to assert his determination to i, 
• 

abide by those principles upon whieh he had administered :: 
the government, and the approbation of which, on the part i: , . 
of the people, he read in their re-election of him to the same ; 

I 

exalted station. In eoncluding his inaugural address, he took i 

, 

• 

• 
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(lccasion to observe: "I do not fear that any motives of ill 
tcrest may lead me astray; I am sensible of 1I0 passion 'rhieb 
could seduce me knowingly from the path of justice j but tht' 
weaknesses of human nature, and the iimits of my own Ull

derstanding, will produce errors of judgment sometimes illju
rious to your interests j I shaH need, therefore, a11 the indul. 
gellce I have heret.ofort: experienced j the want of it will 
certainly not lessen with increasing years. I shall need, toc, 
the favour of that Being in whose hands we are, WIIO ied ollr 
forefathers, as Israel of old, from their nrttive land, and 
planted them in a country flowing with a.ll the nccessarie:i 
and comforts of life j who has covered our illfallC\' with his 

• 

providence, and our riper years with his wisuom and power." 

I 
• 

, 
, 

I , 
j , 
• , 
• ; 

I 
! 
I 

, 
• 

On the second election of Mr. Jeflcrson to the president)', 
the rice presidency was transferred from 1\1r. Bnrr to Gcorg~ 
Clinton, of' New-York. A merited ollium had settlcd llPVII 

Mr. Burr in consequence of his unprincipled uucI with Gene
ral Hamilton, in which the latter gcntleman lind fallen a vif'
tim to murucrous l'('\"°enge. From this time, Mr. ILlrr SlIllk, 

as it was ihought, into final obscurity; but his future cunduct 
showed, that, while unouserved by his fellow citizens, he had 
been achieving a project., which, but for the sagacity amI ef
fective measures of 1\11'. Jeilerson, might have led even to a 
uissulution of the union. 

I • 

I 
I 

I 

In the autumn of 1806, the movcment~ of Mr. Burr first at
tracted the notice of government. He had purchased and 
was building boats on the Ohio, and engaging men to descend 
that river. His declared purpose was to form a settlement 
on the banks of the Washita, in Louisiana; but the character 
of the man, the nature of his preparations, and the incautious 
disclosures of his associates, le<l to the suspicion that his !rue 
object was either to gain possession of New-Qrleans, and to 
crect into a separate government the country watered by the 
Mississippi and its branches, or to invade, from the territories 
of the U niled States, the rich Spanish province of Mexico. 

From the first moment of suspicion, he was closely watch
ed by the agents of the government. At NaLchez, while on 
his way to New-Orleans, he was cited to appear before the 
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Sl".prcmc court of the l\Iis::!issippi Territory. But he had so 
ol1\'elopcu his projects in f.":~crecy, that sufficient eviuence to 
convict him cuuld not be proll11cell, and he was uischargcu. 
IIroring, however, that several perSOIlS, suspected of being 
his acrom plices, had been arrested at New-Orleans anu else 
where, he fled in disguise from Nat.chez, was apprehendeu on 
the Tombigbee, and convoyed a prisoner to Richmonu. Two 
indictments were found against him, one charging him with 
treason against the United States, the other with preparing 
anu commencing an expedition against the uominions of Spain. 

I 
I 

I 
I 

• 
• 

, 
• 
• 
i 

, 
I , 
, 

! 
• 
I 

I 
I , 
I 
• , 

I 

In Augu~t., 1801, he was tried upon those inuictment" be· 
fure John Marshall, the chief justice of the Uniteu States. 
f'ull eviuence of his guilt not being exhibited, he was acquit- ! 

I 
• 

I 

I 

! , 
I 
f 
l 
I 

i 

I 

tell by the jury. The people, however, believell him guilty j ! 
anu by their desertion anu cO:dempt II~ was reduced to a : 

which his plans were defeated, demonstrated the strength of ; , 
the government; amI his fate will ever be an impressive 

I warning to those who, in a free country, list.en to the sugges- , 
tions of criminal ambition. i 

'Yhi]e these domestic troubles were, in a measure, agitating : 
I 

the country, questions of still greater importance were en- : 
gaging the attention of the govcrnment in respect to our fo
reign relations. \Var was at this time waging between I 

Eilgbnt! and France. America, taking advantage of the bel- ; 
ligereut state of these ldnglloms, was advantageously em- i 
ploying herself, as a neutral powcr, in carrying from port to I 

I 

port the productions of France and her dependent kingdoms, I , 
and also to the ports of those kinglloms the ml:tllufactures of 
England. i 

Great Britain, at this time, and indeed from the peace of I , - i 
1783, had claimed a right to search for and s~ize her seamen, I 

even on board of neutral vessels while traversing the ocean. 
In the exercise of this pretended right, many unlawful ~eizures 
were made, against which Washington, Adams, and Jefler- I 

son, had successively remonstrated in vain. Added to this, 
the Americans were molested in the carrying trade, their vcs
seis being seized by British cruisers while transporting to the 



• 

, 
• 

• 
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r.ontinent the products of the French colonies, and condemn
ed by the English courts as lawful prizes. In .l~lay, 1806. 
were issued the British orders ill counciJ, by which several ' 
European porls, under the control of France, were declared 
to be in a state of blockade, although not invested with a Bri
tish fleet, and American vessels, in· attempting to enter those 
ports, were captured and condemned; 

As a measure retaliatory to the above orders in council, the 
French emperor issued a decree at Derlin, in 1806, declaring 
lhe Drftish islands in a sta\.~ of blockade. In consequence of . 
hese measures of the two be1ligerents, the commerce of the 
United Sl:.tes severely suffered, and .tbeir merchants were 
oud in their demands on the government for redress and 

• ,rotectlon • • 
In June, 1807, an act was committed which raised tile in 

• 

dignation of the whole American people, and concentrated 
upon the British government the wbole weight of popular in 

, 

dignation. 1'his was an attack upon the frigate Chesapeake; 
just as she was leaving her port, for a distant service, by 
order of a British admiral, in consequence of which three of 
her were killed, and four taken away. This outrage 
occasioned an i te proclamation on the part of 1\lr. 
Jefi"erson, requiring all British vessels immediately to 
depart from the waters of. the U nhed States, and forbidding 
all such to enter. Instructions were forwarded to tbe Arne-

• 

rican minister at the c'ourt of Great Britain, to demand satis-' , 
faction for the insult, and security again,st future aggression. 
Congress was s to meet, and to decide upon the 
further measures \vhich should be adopted. 

In the . time, the British government promptly di~-
, 

yowed the act of the officer, by whom die above outrage h~d 
been committed, and ouered reparation for the injuries done, 

, 

which some time after was carried into effect. 
From this time, the conduct or the belligerents was such, 

in respect to' other, as to bear oppressively upon the 
nation, leaVing the go,'ernment of the latter no 

other altemative, but abject submission, or decided retalia
tion. In respect, to' the latter course, two. measures only 

3F 34-
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could be adopted, a declaration of war, or n suspension of the 
commerce of the Unitcd States. The lattcr alternative was 
adoj.ltcd, and on the twenty-second of December, 1807, an 
act pas5cd uoth houses of cong-rcss, laying a general embargo. 

III re~pcct to the policy of the embargo, the most promi
II ('II t fea ture in the administra t ion of 1\1r. Jefferson, diflercll t 
opinions prevailed among the Amcrican Ilcoplc. By the ad
lllilli5tlUtion, it was acknow ledged to be only an cxperimeut; 
which, while it showed the spirit of the nation, am! operated 
with no inconsiderable severity upon the interests of t.he be1-
ligercllts, left the way open to ncgociations, or, if necessary 
to actual war. 

Before the result of that system of measures which had 
uel'n rl:coJl1mclltlcd hy Mr. Jefii.-rson was fully 10lown, tIle 
period arrired ""hen a Ilew dl'ctioll to the presidency was to 
take pla~e. As :'lr. Jefi"erson hall reached the age of sixly
tin' )"f'ars, forty of which had almost nnilltcrruptellly becn 
d("'oted to tItt: arduous duties of public liff', he was d('siroll~, 
at the close of his then presillelltial term, of cnlling his poli
tical career. 

Haying formed this determination, he aJIuded to it in a 
m('8f.mge to congress, in the following language: "Availing 
myself of this, the Jast occasion which will occur of address
ing the two houses of the legiSlature at their meeting, I can
not omit the expression of my sincere gratitude for the re
peated proofs of confidence manifested to me by themselves, 
and their predecf'ssors, since my call to the administration, 
and the many indulgences experienced at their hands. The 
same grateful acknowledgments are due to my fellow-citizens 
gen,erally, whose support has been my great rncouragement, 
under all embarra8smen~5. In the transactions of their busi
ness, I cannot ha,'e escaped error. It is incident to our im· 
pprfect nature. But I may say with truth, my errors have 
been of the underst.anding, not uf intention; and that the ad· 
vancement of their rights and interests has been the constant 
moti,'e of every measure. On these considerations, I so1icil 
their indulgence. Looking flJrwanl with anxiety to their 
future destinies, I trust, that in their steady character, Ull-
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shaken by difficulties, in their love of liberty, obedience to 

law, and support of public authorities, I s('e n sure gnarantee 
uf the permanence of our rf'puulic j and rctiriIlg froUl the 
charge of their affairs, I carry with me the consulation of a 
firlll persuasion, that hcan~n has in store for our beloved 
cuulltry, long ages to ('orne of pro:-;pcrity amI happiness." 

From the time of his retirement from public liff', in IF307, 
:Hr, Jefferson resided at ?\Ionticello, and lived as became a 
wise man. "Surrounded byaif('ctionate friends, his ardour 
in the pursuit of knowledge unuiminished, with uncommnn 
health, and unbrQken flpirits, he was able to enjoy largely 
t-he rational pleasures of life, and to partake in that public 
prosperity, which he had so much contributed to produce. 
lIi~ kindness and hospitality, the charm of his conversation, 
the case of his manners, the extent of his acquirements, and 
p:-pecially the full store of revolutionary incidents whlcll he 
pu~scssed, and which he knew when and how to dispcnsl', 
rendered his abode, in a high degree, attractive to his ad
miring countrymen, while his high public and scientific 
character drew towards him every intelligent and euuruted 
traveller from abroau." , 

Although Mr. Jefferson had withdrawn from public life, he 
was 8ti1l anxious to promote the objects of science, taste, and 

literature; and especially solicitous to see established a uni
versity in his native state. To this object he devoted several 
\'cars of incessant and anxious attention, and by the enlight
ened liberality of the legislature of Virginia, and the co-ope
ration of other able and zealous friends, he lived to see it ac
complished. Of this institution, of which he was the father, 
he was elected the rector, and, during the declining years 01 

his life, devoted himself, with unc~asing ardour, to its perma-
• nent prosperity, 

It has often been the lot of those who have devoted 
themsElves to the public service, to suffer in the decline of 
life from the hand of poverty. This was the lot of l\lr. Jef
ferson. His patrimony was originally large) but was una
voidably neglected, in his attendance upon the duties of the 
high official stations which he had filled. Partial efforts 
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were made in his native state, and in other parts of the coun
try, to relieve his embarrassments; but the precise extent of 
the measures adopted, in reference to this subject, we have 
not the means of ascertaining. 

At length, the day on which this illustrious man was to 
terminate his 10 "g and useful career, approached. That day, 
by the appointment of heaven, was to be the fourth of July, 
1826. He saw its approach with undisturbed seretlity. He 
had no wish to live beyond that day. It was a day which, 
fifty years before, he had helped to make immortal. His 
wishes were answered; and at len minutes before one o'clock, 
on that day "memorable, also, for the departure of his com
patriot, Adams Mr. Jefferson himself expired at Monticello. 
At this time he had reached the age of eighty-three years, 
two months, and twenty-one days. In stature, he was six 
feet and two inches high. His person was erect and well 
formed, though spare. The colour of his eyes was light, bUL 
they beamed with intelligence. 

We shall not attempt minutely to delineate the character 
of Mr. Jefferson; this must be left to others, who may pos
sess greater facilities of doing him justice. It may be ob
served, however, that in his manners he was simple and un
affected; at the same time possessing no inconsiderable 
share of dignity. In disposition he was ':Jncommonly liberal 
and benevolent. In seasons of danger and perplexity, he 
exhibited no ordinary fortitude and strength of mind. His 
opinions were slowly formed, but yielded with great re
luctance. Over his passions he possessed an uncommon 
control. 

In his ilomestic habits, he was quite simple. He rose 
early, and through the whole day was unusually diligent in 
his application, either to business or t5tudy. He was ardent
ly devoted to literature and science, with almost every branch 
of which he W;:l,5. well acquainted. Of his peculiar opinions 
on religious subjects, we are designedly silent. In respect 
to these, the best and wisest of his countrymen have enter
:.rained very different sentiments. At a future dny~ it will .-
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De easier to decide in respect to their true charactcr and 
tendency. . 

It rem:l.ins to notice only one circumstance more. "In a 
pril'ate memorandum found among some other obituary pa
pers and relics of ]\fr. Jefferson, is a suggestion, in case a 
monument over him should ever be thought of, that a granite 
obelisk, of small dimensions, should be erected, with the fo1 
lowing inscription: 

'I HERE WAS DunIED 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, 
Author of the Declaration of Independence, 

Of the Statutes of Virginia, for Religious Freedom, 
.And Father of the Univcr .ity of Virginia." 

, • 

BENJAMIl'i HAHRISON. 

I ' 
,! BENJAMI~ HARRISON was the descendant of a family long 
I: distinguished in the history of Virginil1. Both his father and 
Ii grandfather bore the name of Benjamin, and lived at Berkeley, 
'i where they owned, and where the family still owns, a scat, 

i 

i beautifully situated on the banks of the James River, in full 
, 

\'iew of City Point, the seaport of Petersburg and Richmond 
, 
1 , 

1 
1 The father of l\fr. Harrison married the eldest daughter 01 

, ' 
: Mr. Carter, the king's surveyor general, by whom he had six 
, 

i sons and four daughters. Two of the latter, with himself, 
I werc, at the same time, during the occurrence of a thunder 

The subject of the present memoir was the eJdest son of 
the preceding, but the date of his birth has not been satisfac
torily as~ertained. He was a student in the colh'ge of Wil
liam and Mary at the time of his father's death; but, in con-

, 

sequence of a misunderstanding with an officer of the college, 
he left it before the regular period of graduation, and returned 
wme. 

" 

I 

, 
I , 
• 

I 
• 

I 

I 

, 
i 

I 

I 

I 
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The management of his father's estate now devolved upon 
him j apd though young to be entrusted with a charge so im
portant, and involving responsibilities so weighty, he dia
played an unusual share of prudence and judgment. 

His ancestors ha·ving long been distinguished as political 
leaders in the province, he was summoned at an early date, 
even before he had attained to the age required by law, to 
sustain the rcplltat;"'l, \" .. hir.h they had acquired. He com
menced his political '·arerr as a member of the legislature, 
about the year 1704, a station which he may be said to have 
held through life, since he was always elected to a seat, 
whenever his other political employments admitted of his oc
cupying it. As a member of the provincial assembly, Mr. 
II arrison soon became conspicuous. To strong gooo sense 
he united great firmness and decision of character. Besirles, 
his fortune being amplr, and his connexions by marriage 
highly respectable, he was naturally marked out as a politi
cal leader, in whom general confioen'ce might well be re-
posed. . _ 

The royal government, aware of his influence and respect
all: Ii ty, was, at an early day, anxious to enlist him in its fa
vour, and accordingly proposed to create him a member of 
the executive council in Virginia, a station corresponding to 
the privy council in England. and one which few would have 
had the firmness to have declined. 

Mr. Harrison, however, though a young man, was not to 
be seduced from the path of duty by the rank and influence 
conferred by office. Even at this time, the measures of the 
British ministry, although not as oppressive as at a later day, 
were such as neither he nor the patriotic burgesses of Virgi
nia could approve. In opposition to the royal cause, he iden
tified himself with the people, whose rights and liberties he 
pursued with an ardour which characterized most of the pa
triots of the revolution. 

Passing over the foHowing ten years of Mr. Harrison's life, 
in which few incidents either of a private or political nature 
arc recorded of him, we arrive at the year 1774, the era. of 

• 

• 

I 

• 
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I 
the mcmorubie congress which laid the foundation of Ameri

: cnn 1iberty, of which body Mr. HarrIson was a member. 
I , , 
• 
I 
I , 

I , 
I , 
I , , , , 
I 

I 
• , 
, 
I 
• , 

I 

From this period until the clo3e of 1777, during nearly 
rrrry session of congress, ::\11'. Harrison represented his 11a

li \'e state in that distinguished assembly. Our limits forbid 
LIS entering into a minute detail of the important sen ices 
which he rendered hi::! country during his career in the na
tionul legislature. As a member of the board :)f war, and as 
chairman of that board, an office which he retained until he 

• 

left congress, he particularly distinguished himself. Accord-
ing to the testimony of a gentleman who wa~ contemporary 
wit.h him in congress, he was characterized for great firmness, 

· good sense, and a peculiar sagacity in difficult and critica1 
I situations. In seasons of uncommon trial and anxiety, lie 
I, was always steady, cheerful, and undaunted. 

• , 

Mr. Harrison was also often t:alled to preside as chairman 
of the committee of the whole house, in which station he was 
extremely popular. He occupied the chair during the deli

I bcrations of congress on the despatches of Washington, the 
; settlement of commercial restrictions, the state of the colo-
• 

! nies, the regulation of trade, and during the pendency of the 
f ; momentous question of our national independence. By his 
I 
; correctness and impartiality, during the warm and animated 

'; debates which were had on questions growing out of these 
; important subjects, he gained the general confidence and ap

Ii probation of the house. 
An interesting anecdote is related of him, on the occasion 

, of the members affixing their signatures to the decIamtion of 
I 
! independence. While signing the instrument, he noticed 
: Mr. Gerry of Massachusetts standing beside him. Mr. Har

rison himself was quite corpulent; Mr. Gerry was slender 
! and spare. As the former raised his hand, having inscribed 

I observed, that when the time of hanging should come, he 
I should have the advantage over him. "It will be over with 

I 

me," said he, "in a minute, but you will be kicking in the air 
half an hour after I am gone." 

Towards the close of the year 1717, Mr. Harrison resigned 
, 

• 

• • • 

, 
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I 
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his seat in congress, and returned to Virginia. He was s()()n 
aftet' clected a member of the house of burge::ses, of whicl! 
body he was immediately chosen speaker, a station which he 
held lln!il the year 1782. 

In this latter year, Mr. Harrison was elected to the onice 
of chief magistrate of Virginia, and became one of the most 
popular governors of his nath'e state. To this office he W:lS 

twice re·elected. In 178;), having be€ome ineEgihle. by thc 
provisions of the constitution, he returned to pri \rate life, carry-

• 

ing with him the universal estcrm and approbation of his 
fe Ilow ei tizens. 

In 1788, when the new constitution of the United States 
was submitted to Virginia, he was rcturnc(l a member of her 
convention. Of the first committee choscn lfY that body, that • • 

of privileges and elections, he wus appointcd chairman. 
Owing, however, to his advanced year:5, amI to infirmitic-s 
which were now coming in upon him, hc took no very actirc 
part in the debates of the com'cntion. He was a friend, 
however, to the constitutiun, provided certain· amendments -
could be made to it, and opposed its ratification until these 
should be incorporated with it. 'Vhen the question was 
taken in the convention as to its unconditional ratification, 
the majority in the affirmative was but ten. A minority so 
respectable in point of number and character was not to be 
slighted. Hence, the convention appointed a committee to 
prepare and report such amendments as they should deem 
necessary'. Of this committee Mr. Harrison was a member, 
and, in connexion with his colleagues, introduced such a se
rit's of amendments as were thou ht advisable, and which, 
after passing the con vention, formed the basis of the altera
tions which were subsequently made. 

In 1790, Mr. Harrison was again proposed as a candidate 
to the executive chair. Finding, however, that if run it must 
he in opposition to Mr. Beverley Randolph, who was at that 
time governor, a gentleman distinguished for his great amia
bleness of character, and a particular and intimate friend of 
Governor Harrison, the latter declined the designed honour, 

• 
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Ii in consequence of which, Mr. Randolph was elected, but by , ( 
,; only a majority of two or three votes. 
I I 
I, In the spring of 1791, Mr. Harrison was attacked by a se-
il 
: I vere fit of the gout, of which however he partially recovered. 
, 

'i In the month of April, he was elected a member of the legis-
Ii laturo. On the evening of the day after, however, a recur-

, 

,; renee of his disease took place, which on the following day 
i: terminated his life. . 
I ' , 
!i In his person, Mr. Harrison was above the ordinary height; 
:' he possessed a vigorous constitutIon, and in his manners was 
:: remarkably dignified. Owing to the free malln~r in which he 

• , 

I. were less handsome, and the vigor of his constitution was 
I: much impaired. 
: : 

il Those who recollect him represent his talents as rather 
i: useful than brilliant. He seldom entered into public discus
; siolls, nor was he fond of writing; yet when occasion required, 
:; he appeared with respectability in both. 
, 
:' Mr. Harrison became connected by marriage with Eliza-
I ' i beth Bassett, daughter of Colonel \Villiam Bassett, of the 
1 ! 
;: county of New Kent, a niece to the sister of Mrs. \Vashinoa-
I ' I ton. He had many children, seven of whom only attained to 
I any number of yep-rs. Several of his sons became men of 
I considerable distinction, but L\O one has occupfed so conspicu-

i son. While young •. this gentleman distinguished himself in 
'I a battle with the Indians at the rapids of Miami; since which 

time, he has filled the office of governor of Indiana Territory, 
western 

tier, been sent as a delegate from the state of Ohio in Con
gress, been appointed to the important office of minister pleni
potentiary to Mexico, and lastly, elected to the Presidency of 
the United States. From this high office he was removed by 
death, one month after his Inauguration. His sudden 
decease. filled the nation with unfeigned SOllOW. 

3 G . 86 
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THOMAS NELSON, JUN. 

THO:\fAS N ELSO~ 'was born at York on the twenty-sixth of 

December, 1738. lie was the cluest son of \Villiam Nelson, 
a merchant of highly respectable character, who was ue
scenued from an English family, which settleu at York, in 
the province of Virginia. By his prudence and industry, the 
latter acquired a large fortune. After the meridian of life, he 
held several offices of high distinction; and at his death, which 
occurred a few years before the revoluti{ln, left a character, I 

not only sullieu by no stain, but justly ycncrateu for the many 
virtues which auorncu it. 

At the age of fourteen, Thomas Nelson was sent to Eng
land, fur the purpose of acquiring an education. He was for I 

some time placed at a private school, in a village in the neigh
bourhootl of London; whence he was removed to the uni- I 

versity of Cambridge, where he enjoyed the instruction of I 

bishop of London. Under the guilla nee of this excellent 
man and accompljshed scholar, young Nelson be~ame deeply 
imbued with a taste for literary pursuits. , 

About the close of 1761, he returncel to his native COUll- " 

try, and in the following year became connected by marriage I' 
, I 

with a daughter of Philip Grymes, Esq. of Brandon, with , 
I 

whom he settled at York. The ample fortune given him by I 
his father, at the t~me of his marriage, enabl~d him to main- I 
tain a style of no common elegance and hospitality. I 

At what Mr. Nelson commenced his political careCl, 
we have not een e to e was, we ,-~-

member of the house of burgesses in 1774, and during the 
same year was appointed to the first general convention, 
which met at Williamsburg on the first of A ugust. The next 
year, 1775, he was a second time returned a member to the 
general convention of the province, during the session of 
which, he introduced a. resolution for organizing a military 
force in the province, a step which obviously placed the co
lony of Virginia in the attitude of opposition to the mother 

I 

! 
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i ~ountry. This plan was at first startling to some of the 
warmest friends of liberty j but in the issue, it proved a mea
slIre of high importance to the colonies. 

In July, 1775, the third convention of Virginia delegates , 
I 

assembled at Richmond, and in the following month Mr. Nel
I SOil was appointed a delegate to represent the colony in the 

, 
I , 

'i Agreeably to thid appointment, he took his seat in that body 
, 

I' on the thirteenth of September. 
II From this time, until May, 17n, :;\Ir. Nelson eontinued to 

I' he was frequently appointed on important committees, and 
, was highly distinguished for his sound judgment and liberal 

sentiments. In the month of May, of the year mentioned 
II abuve, while attending in his place in congress, he was sud-
Ii, !i uenly attacked with a disease of the head, probably of a para-

• 

I He now returned to Virginia, soon after which he resignl"d 
I his seat in congress. His health gradually returning, his ser-

I and council he was appointed brigadier general and com-
mander in chief of the forces of the commonwealth. In this 
office he rendered the most important services to his country 
in general, and to the colony of Virginia in particular. His 
ample fortune enabled him, in cases of emergency, to advance 
money to carry forward the military operations of the day, 
nor did the generosity of his nature allow him to witbhold 
his hand whenever occasion demanded advancements. 

- --- In 1'1'79, the r. ng, 
confirmed, he was induced again to accept a seat in congress. 
The arduous duties, however, to which he was called, con
nected with t.he long confinement which those duties required, 
induced a recurrence of his former complaint, which com
pelled him again to return home. 

Happily for his country, his health was again restored, and 
he entered with great animation into several military expedi 
tions against the British, who. at that time, were making the 
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~outhern states t.he chief theatre of war. In 1781, Mr. Jef. 
ferson, who had for three years filled the executive chair, left 
it, upon which General Nelson was called to succeed him. 
This was a gloomy period in the annals f)f Virginia. In re
peated instances the state was invaded, and the path of the 
enemy marked by wanton and excessive bar.barity. The le
gislature WCTe several times interrupted in their delibe1'8tions. 
and repeatedly obliged to adjourn to a different and more re 
tired place. Immediately following the accession of Mr. Nel
son to the executive chair, they were driven, as was noticed 
in the life of Mr. Jefferson, by Tarlton, from Charlottesville 
to Staunton. 

At this time they passed a law, "by which the governor, 
with the advice of the council, was empowered to procure. 
by impress or otherwise, under such regulations as they 
should devise, provisions of every kind, all sorts of clothing, 
!lccoutrements and furniture proper for the use of the army, 
negroes as pioneers, horses both for draught and cavalry, 
wagons, boatss and other vessels, with their crews, and a)) 
oLher things which might be necessary for supplying the 
militia, or other troops, employed in the public service." 

,. 

• 

According to this law, Mr. Nelson could not constitution· 
any i1.;t~ except with the advice of his council. Owing to I 
the capture of two of the council by Tarlton, and to the I 

resignation of two others, that body was reduced to four 
members, the least number which agreeably to the constitu
tion could act. Even this number, in the distracted state of I 
the country, it was difficult and nearly impossible to keep I 

together. 
Thus circumstanced, Governor Nelson determined, at the 

risk of public censure, to take those measures which the 
safety of the state and the good of the country demanded. 
These measures were taken; and though departing from the 
strict line of duty as defined by the laws of the common
wealth, it was owing to his prompt and independent course 
tha t the army was kept together uutil the battle of Y ol'ktown 
gave the finishing stroke to the war. 

Soon after the occurrence of that memorahle and glorious 

.. -. . . .. . . 

• 
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I event, Governor Ne]son had the pleasure of receiving a just 
I expression of thanks from General Washington, who, in his 

general orders of the 20th of October, 1781, thus spoke of 
I him: "The general would be guilty of the highest ingrati
I tude, a crime of which he hopes he sha11 never !:>e accused, 

I: if he forgot to return his sincere acknowledgments to his 
I excellency Governor Nelson, for the succours which he rew 
j cd vecl from him, and the mili tia under his command, to 
I , 
• 

whose activity, emulation, and bravery, the higr·est praises 
,: are due. The magnitude of the acquisition will be ample 
i compensation for the difficulties and dangers which they 
I :, met with so much firmness and patriotism." 
! At the expiration of a month, following the surrender of 
i 
, Lord Cornwallis, Governor NeJson finding his health im-

I! The many services which he had rendered, the great self
'! denial which he had practised, the uncommon liberality 
, 

I which he had manifested, entitled him to the gratitude of the 
, 

I: people, and to the unmolested enjoyment of the few years 

, 

! which remained to him. But scarcely had his resigna-

, legislature by his enemies, ~harging him with having tran-
scended his powers in acting without the consent of his 

; council. ;is 
I 
I 
I 

I , , 

Soon after the presentment of this accusation, Governor 
Nelson addressed a letter to the legislature, requesting an in
vestigation of his official conduct. In compliance with this 
request, a committee was appointed for that purpose, who, 

I at length, having reported, the legislat,.· I _.1 the 31st of 
December, 1781, passed the following act: 

.' " An act to indemnify THOMAS NELSON, Junior, Esquire, 
late governor of this commonwealth, and to legalise certain 
acts of his administration. Whereas, upon examination it 
appears that previous to, and during the seige of York, 

• 
Thomas Nelson, Esquire, latc governor of this common·· 
wealth, was compelled by the peculiar circumstances of the 
state and army, to perform many acts of government without 

35-
I ' : 
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the advice of the council of state, for the purpose of pro
curing subsistence and other necessaries for the allied army 
under the command of his excellency General Washington: 
be it enacted, that all such acts of government, evidently 
,t>roducti\'e of general good, and warranted by necessity, be 
judged and held of the same validity, and the like proceed 
ings be had on them, as if they hall been executed by and 
with the advice of the council, and with all the formalities 

• 

prescribed by law. And be it further enacted, that the said 
Thomas Nelson, Jun. Esq. be, and hereby is, in the fullest 
manner, indemnified anel exonerated from all penalties and 
dangers which might have accrued to him from the same." 

Having thus been honourably acquitted of charges from 
which his noble and patriotic conduct ought to have saved 
him, he now retired wholly from public life. His death oc
curred on the 4th Jf January, 17bU, just after he had com
pleted his fiftieth year. Few patriots of t.he revolution have 
descended to the grave more justly honoured and beloved. 
Few possessed a more ample fortune; few contributed nlOre 
liberally to support the cause of liberty. It was the patriot
ism, the firmness, the generosity, the magnanimous sacrifices 
of such men, that conducted the colonies through a gloomy 
contest of seven years continuance, and gave them a rank 
among the independ~nt nations of the earth. 

We shall conclude this notice of this illustrious man, by 
presenting to our readers the tribute, which was happily and 
affectionately paid to his memory by Colonel Innes: 

"The illustrious General Thomas Nelson is no more! 
He paid the last great debt to nature, on Sunday, the fourth 
of the present month, at his estate in Hanover. He who 
undertakes barely to recite the exalted virtues which adorned 
che life of this great and good man, will u r

• :dably pro· 
nounce a panegyric on human nature. As a ! . a citizen, 
a legislator, and a patriot, h(' exhibited a conduct untarnished 
and undebased by sordid or selfish interest, and strongly 

• 
marked with the genuine characteristics of true religion, 
sound benevolence, and liberal policy. Entertaining the 

ardent love for civil and religious liberty, he was 
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Ilmong the first of that glorious band of patriots whose ex
ertions dashed and defeated the machinations of British 
tyranny, and gave United America freedom and independent 

I empire. At a most important crisis, during the late struggle 
for American liberty, when this state appeared to be desig
nateona the theatre of action for the contending armies, he 
was selected by the unanimous suffrage of the legislature to 

I command the virtuous yeomanry of his country; in this 
honourable employment he remained until the end of the 

I war; as a soldier, he was indefatigably active and coolly in
i trepid; resolute and undejected in misfortunes, he towered 

above distress, and struggled with the manifold difficulties to 
which his situation exposed him, with constancy and courage. 
In the memorable year 1781, when the whole force of the 
southern British army was directed to the immediate subju-

I gation of this state, he was called to the helm of govern-
ment; this was a juncture which indeed' tried men's souls.' 
He did not avail himself of this opportunity to retire in the 

I rear of danger; but on the contrary, took the field at the 
head of his countrymen; and at the hazard of his life, his 
fame, and individual fortune, by his decision and magna
nimity, he saved not only his country, but all America, from 
disgrace, if not from total ruin. Of this truly patriotic and 
heroic conduct, the renowned commanJer in chief, with all 
the gallant officers of the combined armies employed at the 
siege of Yurk, will bear ample testimony; this part of his 
conduct even contemporary jealousy, envy, and malignity 
were forced to approve, and this, more impartial posterity, 
if it can believe, will almost adore. If, after contemplating 
the splendid and heroic parts of his character, we shall in
quire for the milder virtues of humanity, and seek for the 
man, we shall find the refined, beneficent, and social qualities 
of private life, through all its forms and combinations, so 
happily modified and united in him, that in the words of the 
darling poet of nature, it may be said, 

, His life gentle: and the elements 
So mixed in him, that nature might stand up 
And say to all the world tbie was a mOllo' " 
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FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE. 

FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE, the fourth son of Thomas Lee, 
was born on the fourtpellth day of October, 1 iJ4. His father 
for several years held the otHce of president of the Idn~'s 
council of the provincial government of Virginia. He had 
sei'eral sons, all of whom were highly distinguished for their 
talents, and fur the service's which they rpndered their coun
try. Philip Ludwcll, a member of the king's council; Tha-

I 
mas Ludwell, a member of the Virginia a~semhly; Richard I! 
Henry, as the champiun of American frcouom; 'Villiam, as a I 

sheriff anu alderman of London, and afterwards a commis-
sioner of the continental congres~ at the court~ of Berlin and 
Vienna j and Arthur as a s<.:llOlar, a politician, and diplomatist. 

I , 

I 

Francis Lightfoot, the suhject of the present memoir, was 'i 
perhaps not less distinguished, although he had not the ad- " 
vantages, which were enjoyed by the ehler sons, of an educa
tion at the English universities. His advantages, however, 
were not of a moderaie character. He was placed unupr the I 

I 
, I 

care of a domestic tutor of the name of Craig, a gentleman " 
distinguished for his love of letters, and for his ability to im-

der such a man, the powers of Francis Lightfoot rapidly un
folded. He acquired an early fondness for reading and men 
tal investigation, and became well acquainted with the vari 
ous branches of science and literature. 

The fortune bequeathed him by his father rendered the 
study of a profession unnec.essary. He, therefore, devoted 
himself for several years to reading, and to the enjoyment of his 
friends. He was a man, however, in whom dwelt the spirit 
of the patriot, and who could not well be neglected, nor could 
he welllleglect his country, when the political troubles of the 
~o!on'ed began. ' 

In 1765, he was returned a member of the house of bur
gesses from the county of Loudon, where his estate was 
tuated. In this situation, he proved himself to be a gentleman 
of strong good sense and discriminating judgment; and to this 

I 
I , 
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office llC was annually re-elected until 177'2; wh('n having he
eullle conllccteJ by muniage with u daughter of Colonel Juhn 
Tayloe, of the coullty of Richmolld, he removed to that CUlln

tr, the citiz('ns of which SOOll after clected him a member of 
• 

the house of burgesses. . 
In 1775, 1\1r. Lee was chosen a member of the continental 

congress, by the Virginia convention. This was an clIentful 
periuJ in the annals of America. It was the year in which 

!i was shed the first blood in the revolutionary struggle. It 

I . , I 
I 
• 

, notwithstanding ihis hope, "men '8 souls were tricd." 
Mr. Lee continued a member of congress until the spring 

of 1 no. During his attendance upon this body, he seldom 
Ii took part in the public discussions, but few surpassed him in 
'I his warmth of patriotism, and in his zeal to urge forward those 
! measures which cont.ributed to the success of the American 
t arms, and the independence of the country. Tu his brother, 

I 

Richard Henry Lee, the high honour was allotted of bringing 
I forward the momentous questil)n of independence, and to him, 

, finishing this important work. 
i As already noticed, 1\lr. Lee retired from congress in the 
I year 1779. It was his wish to be exempted from public care, 

and in the pleasures of home to seek those enjoyments which 
were consentaneous to his health and happiness. 

This seclusion, however, he was not permitted long to en
joy. The internal condition of Virginia, at this time, was 
one of much agitation and perplexity. His fellow citizens, 
iustly appreciating the value of such a man, summoned him 
by their suffrages to represent them in the legislature of Vir
ginia. Although reluctantly, he obeyed the summons, and 
took his seat in that body. He was fond of ease, and of the 
pleasures of domestic life; still he was conscious of his obli
gations, and most faithfully discharged them. While a mem
ber of the continental congress, he had been characterized for 
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integrity, sound judgment, and love of country. In his pre 
sent office, he was distinguished for the same· virtues. 

He could not content himself, however, long in this situa 
tion. He became wearied with the duties of public life; and I 
at length, relinquished them for the pleasures of retirement. 

In this 1atter course of life, he not only enjoyed himse]l 
highly, but contributed gready to the happiness of many 
around him. The benevolence of his disposition, and the 
urbanity of his manners, recommended him both to the oM 

• 
and the young, to the gay and the grave. The poor shared 
in his benevolence and advice. In his intercourse with 
his particular lriends, he was uncommonly pleasing awl in-

• structIve. 
Mr. Lec i having no children to require his care and f!tten

tion, devot.ed much of his time to the pleasures of reading, 
farming, and the company of his friends. His death was oc
casioned by a pleurisy, which disease about the,same time, 
also, attacked his beloved wife, and terminated the life of both, 
within a few days of each other. It is said, that he had em
braced the religion of the gospel, and that under its support
ing hope and consolation, he made his exit in peace from 
the world. 

• 

CARTER BRAXTON. 

• 

CARTER BRAXTON was the son of George Braxton, a 
wealthy planter of Newington, in the county of King and 
Queen, in Virginia, where he was born on the tenth of Sep~ 
tember, 1736. His mother ,~,.s the daughter of Robert Car-

• 

ter, who was for some time a member, and the president of 
the king's council. . 

Carter Braxton was liberally educated, at the college ofWil. 
. liam and Mary. About the time that he left college, it is 

supposed that his father died. although this is not well aseer-

• 

• 
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I ' 
1 : 

Ii tained. On this event, he became possessed of a considerable 
\ , 

i: foriune, consisting chiefly of land and slaves. His estat~ .vas 
i much increased, by his marriage, at the early age of nineteen 

I , 

, fears, with the daughter of Mr. Christopher Robinson, a 
:i wealthy planter of the county of Middlesex. 
I; He had the misfortune to lose his wife within a few years 
, . 
I' of his marriage, soon after which he embarked for England, 
;: for the purpose of improving his mind and manners. He re-, 
I ' 

; turned to America in 1760; and, i .• the fullowing year, was 
, 
:; married t8 the eluest daughter of Rich.'rd Corbin, of Lanne-
, , , 

:; "ilIe, by whom he had sixteen children. The life of Mrs. 
I: Braxton was continued until the year 1814. Of her numer
~, ous children, one only, a daughter, it is believed, is still living. 

:1 a profession unnecessary, he became a gentleman planter. 
I i J! He lived in considerable splendour, arr.ording to the fashion 
i I ii of the landed aristocracy at ,that day. Yet, it is said, that 
!! his fortune was not impairc(l by it. 
I i ii Upon his return from a voyage to England, he was cal1ed 
: to a seat in the house of burgesses; and in 1705, pllrticu .. 
, 

!: larIy distinguished himself at the time that Patrick Henry 
I; brought forward his celebrated r"solutions on the stamp act. 
,! From this date, until 1776, the political career of M~ , 

: Braxton corresponded, in general, with that of the other 

I ticular and circumstantial account. It will be unnecessary 
therefore, to observe in this place more than that lUre Brax 
ton was, during this period, for the most part, a member of 
the house of burgesses, and a member of the first convention 
which ever met in Virginia. Nor is it necessary to speak 
particularly of the patriotic zeal and firmnesl! which charac· 
terized him, in all the duties which he was called upon to 
discharge. , 

On the twenty-second of October, 1775, the distinguished 
Peyton Randolph died at Philadelphia, while presiding over 
congress. In the following month, the convention of Vir .. 
ginia proceeded' to appoint his successor, upon which Mr 
Braxton was elected. In that body he soon after took· his 
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seat, and was present on the occasion which gave birth to 
the declaration of independence. 

In June.. 1776, the convention of Virginia reduced the 
number of their delegates in congress to five, any three of 
whom, it was directed, .should be sufficient. In consequence 
of this resolution, Mr. Harrison and ~lr. Braxton were 
omitted. 

In the month of October, 1776, the first general assembly 
under the republican constitution, assembled at Williamsburg. 
Of this assembly Mr. Braxion was a member, and. soon after 
taking his seat, he had the pleasure of receiving, in connexion 
with Thomas Jefrerson, an expression of the public thanks in 
the following language: 

" Saturday, October 12th, 1776. 
" Resolved, 'll,nanimously, that the thanks of this house are 

justly due to Thomas Jefferson and Carter Braxton, Esquires, 
for the diligence, ability, and integrity, with which theyexe
cuted the important trust reposed in them, as two of the dele
gates for this county in the general congress." 

Of the above first session of the legislature of Virginia, 
1\11'. Braxton was an active member. This session, as might 
be supposed, was interesting and important, from the circum~ 
stanc.e that being. the first, it was called upon to accommodate 
the government to the great change which the people had 
undergone in their political condition. From this time, he 
continued to be a delegate in, the house for several years, 
where he proved himself to be faithful to his cpnstituents, 
anela zealous· advocate for civil and religious liberty •. 

In. 1786'1 he received an. apPQintmentas, a member of the 
council. of state of. the· commonw.ealth,. whichofli.ce .he con· 
tinued to execute until the thirtieth·of 1791. After 

• 

an-interval of ·a· (eWi'Years"durmg ·which ... he, occnpied,a . seat 
in,').the .hol1se, of d~legatesf' he .. was:-~~in", electedinto.;~the ,exe .. 
cuti,.e;~ollncilt. whe.re .. he.cCjntinued.:untilOctobe~t 1,797, on 
·t~:~tenth.;o1 which.month",he w-as . ' world. 

01 ... an atta.ck:.mparaly'sis.. . 
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Mr. Braxton waR a gentleman of cultivated mind, amI re
spectable talents. Although not distinguished by the im
pressive eloquencc of Henry and Lee, his oratory was easy 

II h 
I nnel flowing. In is manners, he was peculiarly agreeable, 
: and the language of his conversation and eloquence was 

smooth and flowing. 
The latter days of Mr. Braxton wcre embittered by several 

unfortunate commercial speculations, which involved him in 
I pecuniary embarrassments, from which he found it impossible 
: to extricate himself. Several vexatious law-suits, in which 
I he became engaged, cor, .ri' ,uted still farther to diminish his 
, 

property, and unfortunateJy led him unintentionally to injure 
several of his friends, who were his sureties. The morning 

I of his days was indeed bright; but, like many a morning 
which-appears- in the natural world without clouds, his was 
followed, towards the close of the day, by clouds and dark

Ii ness, under which he sunk, imparting an impressive lesson of 
i the passing nature of the form and fashion of the present 
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NORTH CAROLINA DELEGATION. 

, 

,V ILLIAM HOOPER, 

JOSEPH HEWES, 

JOHN PENN. 

WILLIAM, HOOPER. 

WILLIAM HOOPER was a native of Boston, province of 
Massachusetts Day. wh3re he was born on the seventeenth 
of June, 1742. 

.. 

His father's name was also William Hooper. He was 
born in Scotland, in the year 1702, and soon after leaving the 
university of Edinburgh emigrated to Ameriea. He settled in 
Boston, where he became connected in marriage with the 
daughter of Mr. John Dennie, a respectable merchant. Not 

• long after his emigration, he was elected pastor of Trinity 
Church, in Boston, in which office, such were his fidelity and 
affectionate interco,utse with the people of his charge, that 
long, after;~is d,eath .. he was remembered ·by them with pecn-
lieu: yeneraijo,n,andl'ega.rd... , " ... 

"Wi,1Ii.ali;!"oJ.J9QP~~',\ ~,biographical notice .. of._~wh,o~, .. we are 
~~ to' give, was t~eeldest of five children. At ~!1,,~,arly age 

; , _.' • < ' • ',.', ..;t.a!e.~~,.~-Jl~~~Pl~' was 
8 .. ~¥et;k¥E(,~r.st ,~\~~. ~b~, ,was inst.Ql~ted f~Y; JM~:; f~~,a&~.h~b~~, ,at 

," .. ,1.J:~~9~,!~.~.~a~~:)Ii:,m~9)h~r,C?~;~, (ree .. ~amJA~r s:~p,~p,M~i,Bt?s,ton, 
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which at that time was under the care of Mr. John Lovell, a 
teacher of distinguished eminence. At the age of fifteen, he 
entered Harvard university, where he acquired the reputation 
of a good classical scholar; and, at length, in 1760, com
menced bachelor of arts, with distinguished honour. 

Mr. Hooper had destined his son for the ministerial office. 
But his inclination turning towards the law, he obtained his 
father's consent to pursue the studies of toot profession, in 

I the office of the celebrated James Otis. On being qualified 
for the bar, he left the province of Massachusetts, with the 

• • 

I design of pursuing the practice of his profession in North 
Carolina. After spending a year or two in that province, his 
father became exceedingly desirous that he should return 
home. The health of his son had greatly suffered, in conse
quence of an excessive application to the duties of his profes
sion. In addition to this, the free manner of living, generaJIy 
adopted by the wealthier inhabitants of the south, and in which 
he had probably participated, had not a little contributed to 
the inj ury of his health. 

Notwithstanding the ~ishes of his father, in regard to his 
favourite son, the Jatter, at length, in the fa]] of 1767, fixed 

• 

his residence permanently in North Carolina, and became 
,.'connected by marriage with Miss Ann Clark, of Wilmington, 
in that province. . 

Mr. Hooper now devoted himself with great. zeal to his 
professional duties. He early enjoyed the confidence of his 
fellow Citizens, and was highly respected by his brethren at 
the bar, among whom he OCC\J pied an enviable rank. 

In the'year 1773, he was appointed to represent th~ town 
of Wilmington, in which he resided, in the general assemb!y. 
In the following year he was eiected to a seat in the S2)me 
body, soon after taking which, he was called upon to assist 
in g a most tyrannical act of the British government, 
in respect to the laws regulating the courts of justice in the . , 
provlDce.' . 

The former ,Jaws'in relation to thes~: courts· being about to 
expire •. others became "necessary. Accordingly, a· ·bill was 
bronght:~{olward;. the provisions of.which">were:· deSiL"lec1··to 

• 
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regulate the courts as formerly. But the advocates of the 
British government took occasion to introduce a clause into 
the bill, which was intended to exempt from attachment all 
species of property in North Carolina, which belonged to 
non-resitlents. Thi:; bill having passed the senate, and been 
approveu of by the governor, was sent to the house of repre
sentatives, where it met with a most spirited opposition. In 
this opposition Mr. Hooper took the lead. In strong and 
animated language, he set forth the injustice of this 'part of 
the bill, and remonstrated against its passage by the house. 
[n consequence of the measures which were pursued by the 
respective houses composing the general assembly, the pro
l'l.lce was left for more than a year without a single court of 
law. Personally to Mr. Hooper, the issue of this business 
was highly injurious, sinre he was thus deprived of the prac
tice of his profession, upon which he depended for his sup
port. Consciolls, however, of having discharged his duty, 
he bowed in submission to the pecuniary sacrifices to which 
he was thus called, preferring honourable poverty to '.Ie 
greatest pecuniary acquisitions, if the latter must he made at 
the expense of principle. 

On the twenty-fifth of August, 1774, Mr. Hooper was elect
ed a delegate to the general congress, to be hela at Philadel
phia. Soon after taking his seat in this body, he was placed 
upon several important committees, and when occasion reo 
quired, took a share in the animated discussions, which were 
had on the various important su.bjects which came before 
them. On one occasion, and the first on which he addressed 
the house, it is said, that he so entirely rivetted the attention 
of the members by his bold and animated language, that many 
expressed their wonder that such eloquence should flow forth 
from a member from North Carolina. 

In the following year, Mr. Hooper was again appointed 8 

delegate to st.!'ve in the seconu general congress, during whose 
session he was selected as the chairman of a committee ap-

I 

pointed to report an address to the inhabitants of Jamaica. 
The draught was the production of his pen. It was charac
terized Cor great boldness, and was eminently adapted to pro-

• 
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duce a litrong impress'.on upon thA people for whom it was 
I drsigned. In conclusion of the address, Mr. Hooper used 
! the fo])owing hold and animated language: 
, , 

, " That our petitions have been treated with disdain, is now 
, 
: Lecome the smallest part of our complaint: ministerial inso-
I lenre is Jost in ministerial barbarity. It has, by an exertion 
! peculiarly ingenious, procured those very measures, which it 
: laill us under the hard necessity of pursuing, to be stigma

Ii tized in parliament as rebellious: it has employed additional 
; fle(' '3 and armies for the infamous purpose of compelling us 
1 

: to abandon them: it has plunged us in all the horrors and ca-, 

i lamities of a civil war: it hus caused the treasure and blood 
! I of Britons (formerly shed and expended for far other ends) to 
i be spilt and wasted in the execrable design of spreading 
I 

i, slavery over British America: it will not, however, aCCOffi-
[ pIish its aim; in the worst of contingencies, a choice will still 
i be left, which it never can prevent us from making." 
, 

! In January, 1776, Mr. Hooper was appointed, with Dr. 
! Franklin and 1\11'. Livingston, a committee to report to con
i gress a proper method of honouring the memory of General 
~fontgomery, who had then recently faUen beneath the walls 
of Quebec. This committee, in their report, recommended 
the erection of a monument, which, while it expressed the re-

I spect and affection of the colonies, might record, for the be-
, 

I ne6t of future ages, tile patriotic zeal and fidelity, enterprise 
and perseverance of the hero, whose memory the monument 
was designed to celebrate. In compliance with the recom
mendation of this committee, a monument was afterwards 
erected by congress in the city of New-York. 

In the spring, 1776, the private business of Mr. Hooper so 
greatly required hifl attention in North Carolina, that ht; did 
not attend upon the sitting of congress. He returned, how
ever, in season to share in the honour of passing and pub-
Hshing to the world the immortal declaration of independence. 

On the twentieth of December, ]776, he was elected a dn
legate to congress for the third time. The embarl'assed situ
ation of his private affairs, however, rendered his longer ab
sence from Carolina inconsistent with his interests. Accord 

3 I 36· 
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ingly, in February, 1777, he relinquished his seat in con
gress, and not long after tendered to the general assembly his 
resignation of the important trust. 

B~t, although he found it necessary to retire from this par
ticular sphere of action, he was nevertheless usefully employed 
in Carolina. He was an ardent friend to his c4)untry, zeal 
oU51y attached to her rights, and ready to make every required 
personal sacrifice for her good. Nor like many other patriots 
of the day, did 11e allow himself to indulge in despondency. 
While to others the prospect appeared dubious, he would al
ways point to some brighter spots on the canvass, and upon 
these he delighted to dwell. • 

In 1786, Mr. Hooper was appointed by congress one of the 
judges of a federal court, which was formed for the purpose 
of settling a controversy which existed between the states of • 
New-York and Massachusetts, in regard to certain lands, the 
jurisdiction of which each pretended to claim. The pomt ot 
issue wa~ of great importance, not only as it related to a con
siderable extent of territory, but in respect of the people of 
these two states, among whom great excitement prevailed on 
the subject. Fortunately, the respective parties themselves 
appointed commissioners ·0 settle the dispute, which was, at 
length, amicably done. .ld the above federal court were saved 
a most difficult and delicate duty. 

In the following year, the constitutional infirmities of Mr. 
Hooper increasing, his health became considerably impaired. -
He now gradually relaxed from public and professional exer-
tions, and in a short time sought repose in retiremeh~, which 
he greatly coveted. In the month of October, 1790, at the 
early age of forty-eight years, he was called to exchange 
worlds. He'left a widow, two sons, and a daughter, the la'st 
of whom only, it is believed, still lives. 

In bis person, Mr. Hooper'· was' of'middle' statUre, weI! 
formed, but of delicate and slender appeal'ance~ He' carried 
a pleasing and intelligent countenance. In his manners be 
was polite' and engaging, althougr.towaras thoS6"with-wnom 
Ire' WiiS' not particularly acquainted, be' was' soro'Efwbat re-

. served.' He was distinguishe'd for his pO 'wets '"of: cotl'versa:;.' 
• 

J • , . 
9 , , 
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tion j in point of literary merit he had but few rivals in the 
neighbourhood in which he dwelt. 

As a lawyer, he was distinguished for his professional 
knowledge, and indefatigable zeal in respect to business with 
which he was entrusted. Towards his brethren he ever 
maintained a high and honourable course of conduct, and 
particularly towards the younger members of the bar. As a 
politician, he was characterized for judgment, ardour, and 
constancy. In" times of the greatest poli.tical difficulty and 
danger, he was calm, . but resolute. He never desponded; 
but trusting to the justice of his country's cause, he had 
an unshaken confidence that heaven would protect and de
Jiver her. 

• 

JOSEPH HEWES. 

JOSEPH HEWES was born near Kingston, in New-Jersey, 
in the year 1730. His parents were Aaron and Providence 
Hewes, who were members of the society of friends, 8nll 
who originally belonged to the colony of Connecticut. They 
were induced, however, to remove from New-England, on 
account of the prejudices which existed among the descen
dants of the pnritans against those who adopted the quaker 
dress, or professed the quaker faith. 

At the period of their removal, many parts of New-Eng
land were suffering from the frequent hostilities of the in
dians, who, roving through the forestb in their vicinity, often 
made sudden incursions upon the inhnbitfints of those colo
nies, and generally marked their route with the most shock
ing barbarities. The murderous spirit of the indial~s was 
also, at this time, much inflamed by an act of the govern
ment .of Massachusetts, which had increased the premium on 
indian scalps and indian prisoners to a hundred pounds for 

'each. By way of retaliation, the indians often made their 

I 
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sanguinary incursions into the territory of Massachusetts, 
and not ullfrequentlyextended their journies among the in
offensive farmers of Connecticut. Hence, many of the latter, 
desirous of a more quiet and secure life, were induced to 
seek a permanent residence in the remoter parts of the 
country. 

Amo!.Jg those who thus fled from the annoyance of preju
dice, and from the deeper wrath of a savage foe, were the 
parents of Joseph Hewes. But even in their flight they nar
rowly escaped the death which they '\fished to avoid. 0n 
passing the Housatonic River, a party of the indians came so 
nearly upon them, that Mrs. Hewes was wounded in the neck 
by a ball Rhot from the gun of a savage. 

In New-Jersey, however, where they at length arrived, 
they fount! a peaceful and secure home. Here, some time 
after their settlement, their son Joseph Hewes was born. of 
the incidents uf his younger days we know but little. At a 
proper age he became a member of Princeton College, from 
which, having graduated in due course, be was placed in the 
counting-house of a gentleman at Philadelphia, to be educated 
as a merchant. 

On leaving the counting-house of his employer, he entered 
into the mercantile business for himself, and soon became 
an active and thrifty merchant. 

At the age of thirty he removed to North Carolina, and 
settled in the village of Edent0n. The same prosperity 
~hich had attended him at PhiladdI.hia, followed him to a 
more southern province, and in a few years be acquired a 
handsome fortune. 

Mr. HeweB, both before and nfter his removal to North 
Carolina, sustained the reputation of a man of probity and 
honour. He acquired the confidence and esteem of the peo 
pIe among whom he lived, and was soon called to represenJ 
them in the colonial legislature of the province. This dis 

, tinction was conferred upon him for seve: oll successive years 
with increasing usefulness -to his constituents, and increasing 
credit to himself. ' 

At leng!h, in the .year 1774, a congress, well known in the 

• 
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annals of the American colonies, assembled in rhilatlclphia. 
In that body were three tlelegates from North Car<lIina, of 
whom Mr. Hewes was onc. 

The instructions antl powers given to the tlelcgates of thi:; 
congress by the people of the sevcral colonies, were consider
ably diversified. No public botly, at that time, contemplatcd 
a scparation from the mother country, and with no powcrs 

. -

I 
I 
I 

I , 
, 

I , 

to this effect were any of the delegates to the congress of 
1774 invested. Their object respected the mums mosl 
proper to restore harmony between themselves and Greal 
Britain, to obtain redress of grievances which the colonies 
suffered, and to secure to them the peaceful enjoyment of 
their unalienable rights, as British subjects. 

I ' 

I 
I , , 
, 

No dc1egates to this congress carried with them credentials 

, , 

of a boltlcr stamp, than those from North Carolina. They 
were invested with such powers as might "malie allY aels 
done by them, or consent given in behalf of this provillcc, 
obligatory in honour upon allY inhabitant thereof, who is not 
an alien to his country's good, and an apostate to the liberties 
of America." 

I 

On the meeting of this congress, two important committees 
were appointed; the one, to " state the rights of the colonies 

i 
I 

I I 

I I 
I ; , , 
I I 
I 
I 
I 

II 
I 

in general, the several instances in which these rights arc I 
violated or infringed, and the means most proper to be pur- I 

I 
sued for obtaining a restoration of them;" the other, to I 
"examine and report the several statutes which affect the I 
trade and manufactures of the colonies." Of the former of· I 

, 

these committees, Mr. Hewes was appointed a member, and 
• 

assisted in preparing their celebrated report. 
This report conta;ned a temperate, but clear declaration 

of the rights·of the English colonies in North America, which 
were expressed' in the foUo'Ying language: 

"1 That they are entitled to lit", liberty, and property; 
t.ad they have never ceded to any sovereign power whatever 
a right to dispose of either, without their consent. 

"2. That our ancestors, who first settled these colonies, 
. were, ut the time of their emigration from the mother coun-

• 

I 

, 
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try, entitled to all the rights, liberties, and immunities of free 
anu natural born subjects, within the realm of England. 

"3. That by such emigration they by no means forfeited, 
!mrr£'lIdercd, or lost, any of those rights; but that they were, 
anu their descendants now are, entitled to the exercise and 
{'njuyment of all such of the.m as their local and other cir
cumstances enable them to exercise and enjoy. 

"-1. That the foundation of English liberty, and of free go
vernment, is a right in the people to participate in their legisla
tive council; and as the English colonists are not represented, 
and, from their local and other circumstances, cannot pro-

• 

• 
, 

• 
• , , 

, perly be represented in the British parliament, they are enti- , 
I 

• , 
I 

! 
• 

1 

tleu to a free and exclusive power of legislation in their sel'e
ral provincial legislatures, where their right of representation 
can alone be pursued in all cases of taxation and internal po
lity, suhject only to the negative of their sovereign, in such 
manner as has been heretofore used and accustomed; but if 
from the necessity of the case, and a regard to the mutual 
interests of both countries, we cheerfully consent to the ope
ration of such acts of the British parliament as arc bona 
fide restrained to ~he regulation of our external commC'rce, i 

i 
• 
• 

I 

I 
I , 

i 
I 
I , 

I 

for the purpose of securing the commercial advantages of the 1 

whole empire to the mother country, ap<l the commercial be- I 
nefit of its respective members; excluding every idea of taxa 
tion, internal or external, for raising a revenue 'on the subjects 
in America, without their consent. 

"5. That the respective colonies are entitled to the common 
law of England, and, more especially, to the great and inesti
mable privilege of being tried by their peers of the vicinage, 
according to the course of that law. . 

"6. That they are entitled to the benefit of such of the Eng
lish statutes as existed at the time of their colonization, and 
which they have, by experience, respectively found applica
ble to· their several local and other circumstances. 

"7. That these his majesty's colonies are like'l'isc entitled 
to all the immunities and privileges granted and confirmed 
to them by royal charters, or secured by their several codes 
of provincial laws. . 

• 

I 
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"S. That they ha\'e a right peaceably to assemble, consider 
of thcir grievances, and petition the king; and that all pro
secutions, prohibitory proclamatIOns, and commitments fOl 
the samc, are illegal. 

"9. That the keeping a stanuing army in these colonies in 
times of peace, without consent of the legislature of that co
luny in which such army is kept, is against the law. 

" 10. It is indispensably necessary to good government, and 
rendered essential by the English constitution l, that the con-

• stituent branches of the legislature be independent of each 
: other; and therefore the exercise of legislative power in scye-
, 
:' ral colonies by a council appointed during pleasure by the , 
: crown, is unconstitutional, dangerous, and destructive to the 
• 

I freedom of American legislation. 
, , 

:; "All and each of which the aforesaid deputies, in behalf of 
, 

I themselves and their constituents, do claim, demand, and in-
I ! sist on, as their indisputable rights and liberties, which can-
I 

! not be legally taken from them, altered, or abridged, by any .. 
~ power whatever, without their consent, by their representa-
;, lives in their several provincial legislatures. " 
, 

: To the above declaration of rights was added an enumera-
tion of the wrongs already sustained by the colonies; after , 

I , . 
j' stating which, the report concluded as follows: 
, 
• , , "To these grievous acts and measures, Americans cannot 

• • 

, 
, 
• 

• 

· submit; but in hopes their fellow subjects in Great Britain 
will, on a revision of them, restore us to that state ill which 
both countries found happiness and prosperity, we have, for 

! the present, only resolved to pursue the following peaceable 
I . 

:, measures: 1. To enter into a non-importation, non-con-
:! sumption, and non-exportation agreement, or association. 

2. To prepare an address to the people of Great Britain, and 
! 

: a memorial to the inhabitants of British America. And, 3. to 
• 
I 

: prepare a loyal address to his majesty, agreeably to resolu-, 
: tions already entered into." 
I Few measures adopt.ed by any session of congress during 
: the revolutionary struggle, were more remarkable than that 
, 

of the congress of 1774, which recommended the system of 
non-importation. It was a measure dictated by the highest 
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, , 
, , , , 
• patriotism, and proceeded upon the acknowledged fact, that 

the same exalted patriotism which existed among them, exist
ed, also, among the American people. The efficiency of the 
measure, it was obvious, must lie in the union of the people 
to support it. They must adopt and persevere in a system 
of privation. A willingness to do this generally prevailed 

, . , . 
• 

I 
• , 
• • 

, 

throughout the colonies; and to the government of Great :: 
, , 

llritain was presented the spectacle of thirteen colonies :f 
aJopling a measure, novel, perhaps, in the history of the !! 

· , 
world, and supporting it at the sacrifice of a great portion of : I 
those comforts which they had been accustomed to enjoy. 

, 
• , .. · , , 
· I 

AlthoubO'h a merchant, and one who had been engaged in :: 
i I 

commercial transactions with England for the space of twenty :j 
, 

years, 'Mr. Hewes cheerfully assisted in forming a plan of the :: 
I ) 

non-importation association, and most readily became a I 
• 

member of it. I 
I , 

The manner in which Mr. Hewes had acquitted himseli !: . , 
during the session of this congress, was so acceptable to the ! 

I I 
people of North Carolina, that he was again appointed to the i; 
same high office, and in the month of May, 1775, again ap- II 

adjournment of that body, on the last day of July. During 
the recess of congress, between July and September, he made 

, , 
I 

• 

a visit to his friends in New-Jersey, and in the latter month i 
I 

again resumed his place. From this date until the twenty- I 
ninth of October, 1779, Mr. Hewes continued to represent I 

the state of North Carolina, with the exception of something J 

more than a year, during which he devoted himself to his i 
private affairs, and to the interests of his state at home. i 

, 

The last time that he appeared in congress was on the I , 
twenty-ninth of October, of the year last menno ned, after ! 
which, an indisposition under which be had laboured for 
some time confined him to his chamber, and at length, on the I 
tenth of November, terminated his life, in the fiftieth year of I 
bis age. His funeral was attended on the following day by 
congress, by the general assembly of Pennsylvania, the presi
dent and supreme executive council, the minister plenipoten-

• 

tiary of France, and u numerous assemblage of citizens. In 

, 
, 



I , , 

, 
• 
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testimony of their respect for his memory, congress resolrcct 
:1 to wear a crape around th.e left arm, and to continue in mourn
I 

.:! ing for the space of one month. 

! ! · , , 

" lj Although the events in the life of Mr. Hewes, which we 
I , 

:1 have been able to collect, are few, they pe .. haps sufficiently 
! I 
i/ speak his worth, as a man of integrity, firmness, and ardent 
l' patriotism. To this may be added, that in personal appear
i! ance he was prepossessing, and ~haracterized in respect to his 
Ii uisposition for great benevolence, and in respect to his man-
I I :! ners for great amenity. He left a large fortune, but no chil-
:: uren to inherit it. 
I 

II 
I 

I 
I 
I , , 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I , 
• , 
I i 
• 

I 

JOHN PENN. 
• 

JOHS PESN, was a native of the county of Caroline, in the 
province of Virginia, where he was born on the seventeenth 

\ 
,I day of May, 1741. He was the only child of his parents, 
)1 Moses and Catharine Penn. 

The early education of young Penn was greatly neglected 

, the value of knowledge. Hence, on his reaching tWage of 

I 

• 

I 
• 

I 

eighteen, he had only enjoyed the advantages conferred by a 
common school, and these for the space of but two or three 
years. 

The death of Mr. Penn occurred in the year 1759, on which 
even t his son became his own guardian, and the sole Ir\ana
ger of the fortune left him, which, though not large, was com
petent. It was fortunate that his principles, at this early age, 

• 
were in a good degree established; otherwise he might, at 
this unguarded period of life, left as he was without pater
nal counsel and direction, have become the dupe of the un-
principled, 01' giving loose to licentious passions, have ruined 
himself by folly and dissipation. 

Although the cultivation of his mind had been neglect~d in 
3 K 37 
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I ' 

the manner we have stated, he possessed intellectual powers i: 
I : ofn:) ordinary strength; and, as he now enjoyed a competent if 

f()l'tune, and possessed a disposition to cultivate those powers, :: 
, 

i: is not surprising that his progress should have been rapiu. I) 
, . 

Fortunate]y he lived in the vicinity of Edmund Pendleton, !! 
" 1 , 

\:~;l'llt!cman of rare endowments, highly distinguished for his !:. 
I. 

l:"~al attainments, and well known as one vf the most accom- I' 
• 

p1ished statesmen of Virginia. Mr. Pendleton being a rela-
, 

! in~, young Penn sought access to his library, which was one I 
, 

of the hest in the province. The privilege which was thus i 
f'cely ~nd liberal1y granted him, was by no means neglected. ! 
13y means of reading, the powers of his mind soon began to I 

n~1fold themselves, and he, at length, determined to devote 
1: ;;nself to the study oflaw. ! 

I 
Sneha project, on the part of a you~g man whose early Ii 

C'I ncation had been so greatly neglected, and whose only I 
I 

;:t~ide through the labyrinth. that' lay, before him, was to be I 
hi:~ own good sense, was indicative of powers of no ordina 
r:,· character. Our country has furnished examples of a simi
lar Idnd; and to the obscure and neglected, they present the 

i 
I , 

most powerful motives to exertion and perseverance. The I 
anthor of,our being'has prescribed no narrow limits to human ! 

I 
genius, nor conferred upon anyone class of persons the exclu- ! 

siye privilege of becoming intellectually great. I 
At the age of twenty-one, Mr. Penn reaped in part the fe 

ward of his toil and indefatigable industry, i~l being licensed , 
as a practitioner of law. ·The habits of ,study and application , 
which he had now formed, -were of great advantage to him in 
-

pursuing the business of his profession. He rose with great 
rapidity into notice, and soon equalled the most distinguished 
at the bar. As an advocate, in particular, there were few 
who surpassed him. 

In 1774, Mr. Pe~n moved to the .province of North CaroIi 
na, where he soon occupied as 'distinguished a place at the i! 
bar, as he had done in Virginia; although by his removal to -
another province it was necessary to understand, and apply a 
new code of laws. - With these he made himself acquainted 
wi th case and celerity , 

, 

• , 
, 

. ... , , , 
• 
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In 1775, he was elected a member of the continental ce'i:
gress, in which body he took his seat on the twelft.h of Oc' .. 

bel'. He was successively rc-elected to congress, III 1.: 

years 1777, 1778, and 1779, in which body he ' .... as dis!: :
gllis~crl for his promptitude and fidelity. He was seldom L '
sent from his seat, and hesitated not, either from \\'i.mt ,,f 

firmness or patriotism, to urge forward those measures, \VIii:l 
were calculated to redress the wrongs, and establish and p~ ;. 
petuate the rights of his country. . 

After the return of peace, Mr. Penn retired to the cnj<..:y
ment of private life. The incidents in the remaining portiu:, 
of his history were, therefore, probably few; and difJereu i.1 
nothing from those which usually belong to ,intlil'iuuaIs I,:; 

respectability, ill the shades of peaceful retreat. Hi~ uen;;; 
occurred in the month of September, 1788, at the age of forty
six vears. He had three chi1dren. two of whom died m::· 

~ . 
married. 
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. 

EDWARD RU'l'LEDGE, 

THOMAS HEYWARD, 

THOMAS LYNCH, JUN. 

AR TBUR MIDDLETON. 

_.... 2 a 'U 2 • 7 

EDWARD RUTLEDGE. 

ED'VARD RUTLEDGE, the first of the South Carolina dele· 
gation, who affixed his name to the Deciaration of Indepen. 
dence, was born in the city of Charleston, November, 1749 
lIe was the youngest son of Doctor John Rutledge, who emi· 
grated from Ireland to South Carolina, about the year '1755. 
His mother was Sarah Hert, a lady of respectable family, and 
large fortune. At the age of twenty-seven, she became a 
widow with seven children. Her eldes-~ ~\':a was John Rut· 
ledge, distinguished for his patriot!,; £ieal during the revolu
tion. Her youngest son was the subject of the present me-

• 
mOll. • 

. Of the early years. of Edward itutledge we have little to 
record. He was placed under the care of David Smitl~, of 
New-Jersey, ~y whom he w~s instructed in the learned lan
guages; but he appears not to have made as rapid attainments 
as some others,- alth(}ugb, as a scholar, he was respectable. 
Before he bad devoted as much time to academic studies, as 

• 

• 

• 



• 

EDWARD aVTLBDG& • 421 
• 

would have been desirable, he commenced the studv of law -
,"ith his elder brother, who, at that time, was becoming the 
• 

most eminent advocate at the Charleston bar. Although CI t 

this time he was still young, he was capable of appreciating 
the advantages which he enjoyed, and was strongly impelled 

, 

to exertion, by the bril1iant and successful example whieI: 
his brother held constantly before him. 

In 1769, at the age of twenty years, he sailed for England, 
to complete his legal education. 'He-became a student at the 
Temple. He derived great advantage from an attendance 
upon the English courts, and houses of parliament. In the 
latter place, he had an opportunity of listening to the elo
quence of some of the most distinguished orators who lived 
at that day. . 

In I '2'13, he returned to his native country, and entereJ 
upon the duties of his profession. He was at this time distin
guished for his quickness of apprehension, fluency of speech, 
tnll graceful delivery. Hence he early excited the admiration 
of thoee who heard and gave promise of that future emi
nence ttl which he was destined to arrive. 

, 

The gel1eral esteem in which he was held, was e\'inced in 
1774, by to the congress which 
assembled at I:'hiladelphia in that year.. He was at t1~is timn 
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but twenty-five years or-age. It was a high honour for so 
young a man to be called to serve in the national council, 
with men of exalted powers and pre-eminent experience. It 
furnished unquestionable proal of the estimation in which 11e 
was' held, and strong ptive evidence that tbis esdma
tion of his talents and moral worth was n,ot unjust. As the il 

I , 
\ : 
( ' 

I • 
it 

I ! , 
I , , 

I · , 
I r , . · , 
( . 
L , . 
, : 

proceediilgs of the congress of 1774 were conducted with l; 
, I • 

closed doon, and an injunction of secrecy upon its mem- ! I 
bers, it is j . at thh' day, to as,;ertain the precise' i 

I 

share of influence which the individual members exerted, 011 I! 
! 

a1l the measures which &hey advocated. Rulled ge waSt • 

! however, with the other delegates ()f South Carolina, for
by the provincial congress, fof' the spiri ted 

and independentcoune he had punned, and was again electcr. 
to the he held. 
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In the congress of 1716, he took an active part in the dis
cussions which preceded the declaration of independence. 
He is said to have proposed some alterations in the original 
draught of that celebrated instrument: but the precise nature 
of them it is now impossible to ascertain; The merit of tho 
instrument doubtless wholly belongs to Mr. Jefferson. Sarno 
alterations, indeed, were made in it; but they were chiefly 
verbal, while the spirit and texture remained untouchecl. 

At a subsequent date, ~lr. Rutledge was appointed, with 
Dr. Franklin and John Adams, as commissioners to wait upon 
Lord Howe, who had requested congress to appoint- such a 
committee to enter with him into negotiations for peace. In 
a former page we had occasion to allude to the appointment 
of these commissioners, and to state that the conference was 
prouuctive of no beneficial results. 

On the breaking up of the conference, Lord Howe despatch
ed his own barge to convey the commissioners from Long 
Island to New-York. A little before reaching the shore, 
Doctor Franklin, putting his hand in his pocket, began chink
ing some gold and silver coin. This, when about leaving the 
boat, he offered to the sailors, who had rowed it. The Bri
tish officer, however, who commanded the boat, prohibited 
the sailors accepting it. After the departure of the boat, one 
of the commissioners inquired why he had offered money to 
the sailors. "Why," said the doctor, in reply, u the British 
think we have no hard money in the colonies, and I thought 
[ would show them to the contrary. I risked nothiiig," added 
he, " for I knew that the sailors would not he permitted to 
accept it." 

Mr. Rutledge was again appointed to congress, in the year 
1719; but in consequence ofill health he was unable to reach 
the seat of government, and returned home. In 1780, during 
the inl"estment of Charleston by the British, ~Ir. Rutledge 
was taken prisoner by the enemy, and sent to St. Augustine 
as a prisoner, where he was detained nearly a year before he 
was exchanged. Soon after his exchange was effected, he 
landed at Philadelphia, near which he resided, until a short 
time before the city of Charleston was evacuated by the Bri-
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tish, when he returned to the place of his nativity, and to the 
I enjoyment of the society of his friends and relations. 
I 

I 
I 

, 
From this period, for the space of seventeen years, Mr. 

: RULledg~ was successfully engaged in the practice of his pro-
fession, and from time to time in important services which 
he rendered to the state, as a member of her legislature. 

I: clected the chief magistrate of South Carolina. His constiI ' 
tution, however, became much impaired in consequence of 
severe and repeated attacks of the gout, to which he was sub

: ject. He continued, however, to perform his official dnties 
I until within a short time before his death. This event is 
· supposed to have been somewhat hastened, by a necessary 
• 

: attendance upon the sitting of the legislature at Columbia1 

and an unfortunate exposure to rain and cold during his re
turn from the latter place to Charleston. On reaching home, 

I he was confined by a severe illness, which terminated his life 
• • 

: vn the 23d day of January, 1800. 
i The death of ~fr. Rutledge wad felt to be a severe loss, both 
• 

I by the people of Charleston and by the state at large. Few 
I 

: men were more deservedly respected; no one could be more 
· generally beloved. l'vliIitary and other funeral honours w~re 
I 

; paid to him on the occasion of his being carried to his long 
! home; and the universal regret expressed at his departure, 
; showed full wen how sincerely he was lamented. 
i Both in his public and private character, Mr. Rutledge was 
1 adorned with many virtues. In his disposition, he was un
I commonly benevolent; he entered with great feeling into the 
I . 
: sufferings of his fellow men, and felt it not ollly his duty, but 

his pleasure, to administer to their necessities. His deeds of 
I kindness were many, were widely extended, and are still re

membered with affection and gratitude. 
I 

. . As an orator, he was deservedly eminent. He had faults. 
indeed, both in point of manner and style, being too studied 
in respect to the former, and too metaphorical, and sometimes 
inaccurate, in respect to the latter. He it is said, ad-
dressed himself rather to the passions to the under-

• 
standing; yet, with these faults there were few speakers who 

• 

• 
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commanded greater attention, or were more successful. Ht· 
was less impetuous, and pcrhaps less commanding, than his 
brother John Rutledge; but he possessed more of the style 
of Ciccrf'. There was a suavit.y in his n1'lnner, a conciliatory 
attrac~lOn in his arguments, which had frequently the effect 
of subduing the prejudices of the ullfriel1l11y, and which sel
dom faileu to increase the ardour and inflexibility of steady 
friends. The eloquence of John Rutledge, like that of Pat
rick Henry of Virginia, was as a niountain torrent; that of 
Edward Rut1cuge, that of a smooth stream gliding along the 
plain; the former hurrieu you forwaru with a resistless im
petuosity; the latter conducted you with fascinations, that 
made every progressive step appear enchanting. 

In his person, ;\lr. Rutledge was abo"e the middle size, and 
of a florid, but fair complexion. His coulltenance expressed 
great animation; and, on account of his intelligent and bene
volent aspect, was universally admireu. 

On his return from Europe, Mr. Rutledge married the 
daughter of Henry Miudleton, by whom he left a son, ~Ia
jor Henry 1\1. Rutledge, of Tennessee; and a daughter, who, 
it is believed, now resides at Charleston. Upon the death of 
hi~ first wife, he married the widow of Nicholas Eveleigh, 
comptroller of the treasury of the United States, in the time 
of Washington's administration. This lady is supposed to be 
Etill living. 

• 

... .--

THOMAS HEYW ARD. 

THOMAS HEYWARD was born in St. Luke's par~sh, in the 
province of South Carolina, in the year 1746. His father; 
Colonel Daniel Heyward, was a planter of great wealth, which 
he had chiefly acquired by his industry. 
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Unlike many gentlemen of fortune, Mr. Heyward did not , 
appear to idolize his possessions; at least, convinced of the I , 

importance of intellectual cultivation, he determined to be-
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• 

i stow upon his son all the advantages which a thorough edu-
cation might impart. Accordingly, the best school in the 

!' province was selected for young Heyward, who, by his Llili
grncc, became well acquainteu with the Latin li.lnguage, and 
with such other branches as were at that time taught in the 
ml)st respectable provincial seminaries. 

, 
, , , , 
I , , 

I 

HaYing finished his scholastic studies, he ent('red the law 
oflice of a Mr. Parsons, a gentleman who at that time was dis
tinguished for his professional learning and practical skill. 
On accomplishing the usual term of study, young )1r. Hey· 

• waru, according to the fashion adopted by familic8 of fortune. 
was sent to England to complete his legal preparation. He 

, was entered as a student in one of the Inns of Court. A1· 
, though he had in expectancy a large fortune, he devoted him· 
· self with great aruour to the study of Jaw, emulating the dili· , 
, gellce of those who expecwd to derive their subsistence froIT; 
~: the practice of the profession. 
!: On completing his studies in England, he commenced the 
, 

i: tL)ur of Europe, which occupied him several years. This 
I was an advantage which he enjoyed beyond most of the 
I youth of the colonies; nor did he neglect to improve the su
i periour means which were thus allowed him of gaining 11 
, 

: knowledge of the different countries of Europe. He enjoyed 
, a rare opportunity of contrasting the industry and simplicity 
; of his countrymen, with the indolence, and luxury, antI li-
, 

· centiousncss, the pride and haughtiness, so prevalent on the 
, 

old continent. , 

I At length, satisfied with the observations which he had 
, 

i' made of men and manners abroad, he returned, with pleasure, 
I to his native country; and impressed with the obligations of 
, 

, application to some honest calling, he devoted himself, with 
" great zeal for a man of fortune, to the labours of the law. 
I ' I' In 1775, Mr. Heyward was elected to supply a vacancy in 
, 

I: congress, occasioned by the recal) of the distinguished John 
I Rutledge, whose presence was required at home to assist in 
: defending the state against a threatened invasion. This 
i honour, owing to his peculiar modesty, he at first decIinerl 
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of his appointment, and arrived in Philadelphia in season to 
attend upon the discussion of the great question of American 
independence. 

In the year 1778, 1\Ir. Heyward was appointed a judge of 
the criminal courts of the new government. A sense of duty 
alone prompted him to accept of this arduous and responsible 
station. Soon after his elevation to the bench, he was called 
to the painful duty of presiding at the trial and condemnation 
of several persons charged with a treasonable correspondence 
with the British army, which, at that time, was in the vicinity 
of Charleston. The condemnation of these persons was fol
lowed by theil' execution, which· took place within view of 
t1lC enemy, and which served to render the judge most ob 
noxious to the British. 

In the spring of 1780, the city of Charleston was besieged 
by General Clinton, and was taken possession of by him, on 
the 12th of May. Judge Heyward, at this time, had com
mand of a battalion. On the reduction of the place, he be
came a prisoner of war. As he had been one of the leaders 
of the revolution, he, with several others who had acted a 
similarly distinguished part, were transported.to St. Angudne, 
while the other prisoners were confined on board some prison 
ships in the harbour of Charleston. During his absence, he 
suffered greatly in respect to his property; his plantation 
being much injured by a party of marauders, and all his slaves 
seized and carried away. Some of his slaves were after
wards reclaimed; but one hundred and thirty were finally 
lost, being transported, as was supposed, for the benefii of , 
the sugar planters on the island of Jamaica. 

Judge Heyward, and his fellow prisoners at St. Augustine, 
at length had leave to return to Philadelphia. On his passage 
thither, he narrowly escaped a watery grave. By some acci
lent he fell overboard; but, fortunately, kept himself from 
sinking by holding to th~ rudder of the ship, until assistance 
could be rendered to him. 

On returning to Carolina, he resumed his judicial duties; 
in the exercise of which he continued till 1798. During this 
interval, he acted as a member of a convention for forming 

• 
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I 

I 
the !'tnte constitution, in 1790. In the fonowing renr, he 

! rrtired from all puhlic labours and cares, except those which 
• 

j: 111('\\"5, a la1ly of affectionate disposit.ion, and great personal 
· , 
i: charms. Sometime after her death, he wa~ again connected 
I' in marriage with a Miss Savage. By both of these wives he 
I; ha= children, the history of whom, however, we have not· as
I : 
:~ ccrtained. Judge Heyward died in March, 1809, in the sixty-
r fourth year of his age. 
I 

Although we have been able to conect but few incidents in " I 
I 
• 
1 

; the life of Thomas Heyward, our readers may be assured that 
he was among the most estimable of the men who lh'ed in his 
time, and one of the most firm, honest, intelligent, and fear
less, who embarked in the revolution. He ,vas characterized 

, 
• 
• 
• 

I , 
I 
I 
• 

I 
I , 
: for sound judgment, and an ardent disposition.' Possessing 
, , 

I 

; such a character, he natural1y acquired, and was justly enti-, 

i tled to, the confidence and esteem of his fellow-citizens. 
1, It was happy for America, happy for the cause of freedom, , 

i. that the God of heaven raised up such a generation of men at 
i! a time when the civil and religious liberties of the country de
l manded their wisdom, fortitude, and patriotism; and at a 
! time, too, when, without their existence, and without their 
I 
: exalted virtues, the world had never seen so bri1liant an ex-
• , 

'; in the government of republican America. ! , 

I 

THOMAS LYNCH. 

• 

• 

THOMAS LYNCH was the son of a gen tleman of the same 
I name, and was born on the fifth of August, 1749, at Prince 

George's Parish, in the province of South Carolina. The 
family was an ancient one, and j.;: said to have originaHy emi· 
grated from Austria to England, where they settled in thfl ... 

• 
, 

• 

I 
i I 
II 
, 1 
I I , . 
I i 
1 I 
i I , . 
I ! , I 

I 

I 
I 
I , 
I 

I , 

! 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 



• 

SOUTH CAROLINA DELEGATION. 

county of Kent; sometime after which, a branch passed over 
to Ireland, and thence some of the descendants removed to 
South Carolina. The name of the family is said to have been 

• 

derived from a field of pulse called lince, upon which the 
inhabitants of a certain town in Austria lived, for some time, 
during a siege which was laid to it; and from which circum 
stance they changed the name of the town to Lince or Lintz, 
which name was adopted by the principal family of the place. 

The precise period when J onack Lynch, the great grand
father of Thomas Lynch, the subject of the present memoir, 
emigrated from Irelan.d to America is uncertain, but, proba
bly, at an early period after the settlement of the colony. At 
his death, he left his son Thomas a slender patrimony, which, 
however, by his industry, and especially by the purchase of a 
large tract of land, which he devoted to the cultivation of 
rice, was increased to a princely fortune. This fortune, at his 
death, was left to a son by the name of Thomas, father of the 
subject of the present sketch. 

At an early age, young Thomas Lynch was sent to a flou-
, 

rishing schoo], at that time )llaintained at Georgetown, Sout.h 
Carolina. Before he had reached his thirteenth year, his fa-

. ther removed him fl'om this school and sent him to England, 
to enjoy those higher advantag~J, which that country pre
sented to the youth of America. Having passed some time 
in the collegiate institution of Eaton, he was entered a mem
ber of the university of Cambridge, the degrees of which in
stitution he received in due course. On leaving the universi
ty, he sustained a high reputation, both in respect to his clas
sical attainments, and for the virtues which adorned his cha
racter. 

This intelligence, communicated by Borne friend to his fa
ther, was so highly flattering, that he was induced to continue 
his son abroad for some years longer, and wrote to him, ex
pressing his wish that he should enter his name at the tem
plef with a view to the profession of law. This he accord
ingly did, devoting himself with his characteristic zeal to the 
philosophy of jurisprudence, and to ·the principles ef the Bri
Ush constitution. , 
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About the year 1772, after an absence of eight or nine 
!I years, young Mr. Lynch returned to South Carolina. He 
!i returned an eminently accomplished man; in his manners 
Ii graceful and insinuating, and with a mind enriched with 
, 

1 , 

:\ abundant stores of knowledge, justly the pride of his father, 
and an ornament to the society in which he was destined to 

I move . 
• 

i Although be was eminently qualified to enier upon the pro-, 
i! fession of law, he succeeded in persuading his father to allow· 
:i him to relinquish the pursuit of a profession which his for-
. , 
; tune rendered it unnecessary for him to pursue. Such a pre-
I liminary course was unnecessary to entitle him to the confi-
I i 

Ji enjoyed. 
:1 III 1775, on the raising of the first South Carolina regiment 
II of provincial regulars, he wns appointed to the command of 
I i !, a company. Having received his commission, he soon en-
; , 

;; listed his quota of men, in some of the neighbouring coun-
;1 ties, and at the. head" of them took up his march for Charles
I ' 
,I ton. Unfortunately, during the march he was attacked by n 
ii violent bilious fever, which greatly injured his constitution, .. 
:, and from the effects of which he never afterwards entirely re
iI 
\1 covered. 
: On his recovery, he joined his regiment, but was at this 
I: time unable, from the feeble state of his health, to perform 
, \ 
; the duties of his station according to his wishes. Added to , 
I this affliction, the unwelcome intelligence was received of the 

! ing in bis place upon congress in Philadelphia. He imme

II father, if possible to administer to him the support and con
. I 
II solation which an affectionate son only could impart. To. 

: was denied by the commanding officer, Col. Gadsden. This 
: disappointment, however, and the controversy which grew 
lout of the above refusal, were terminated by his election to 

, . 

congress, as the successor of his father. He now lost no time 
in hastening to .Philadelphia, where he found his father still 

, . 
" 
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living, and so far recovered that the hope was indulged that 
he might yet be able to reach Carolina. 

The health of the younger Mr. Lynch, soon after joining 
congress, began also to decline with the most alarming ra
pidity. He cont.inued, however, his attendance upon that 
body, until the declaration of independence had been voted, 
and his signature affixed to that important instrument. He 
then set out for Carolina in company with his father, who 
had hitherto been detained by feeble health in Philadelphia; 
but the father lived only to reach Annapolis, when a second 
paralytic attack terminated his valuable life. 

After this afflicting event, the son proceeded to Carolina j 
but such was his own enfeebled state of health, that he had 
little reason to anticipate the long continuance of life. A 
change of climate, in the view of his 'physicians and friends, 
presented the only hope of his ultimate recovery. A voyage 
to Europe was at that time eminently hazardous, on account 
of exposure ~o capture. A vessel, however, was found pro
ceeding to St. Eustatia, on board of which, accompanied by 
his amiable and a1fectionate wife, he embarked, designing to 
proceed by a circuitous route to the south of France. 

From the time of their sailing, nothing more is known of 
their fate. Various rumours were from time to time in cir
culation concerning the vessel in which they sailed; but their 
friends, after mouths of cruel suspense, were obliged to adopt 
the painful conclusion, that this worthy pair found a watery 
grave during some tempest, which must have foundered the 
shi p in which they sailed. 

Although the life of 1\lr. Lynch was thus tellllinate~, at an 
early age, he had lived sufficiently IDng to render-eminent sel'- -, 
vices to his country, and to establish his character as a man 
of exalted views and exalted moral worth. Few men pos
sessed a more absolute control over the passions of the heart, 
and few evinced in a greater degree the virtues which adorn 
the human mind. In all the relations of life,Wlfetner-asa 
husband, a friend, a patriot, or the master of the slave, he ap-

• 

peared conscious of his obligations, and found his pleasure in 
, . 

discharging them • 
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That a man of so much excellence, of such ability and in
legrity, such 1irmness and patriotism, so useful to his country, 
so tentler antl assitluous in all the oLligations of life, should 

j have been thus cut off, in the midst of his course, and in a 
,! manner so painful to his friends, is one of those awful dispen
Ii sations of HI1II whose way is in the great deep, and whose , . 
" jUllgmcnts arc past finding out. 
, 
I 
! 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I , 

, 

, ARTHUR l\IIDDLETON. 

, 
ARTUUR 1\fIDDLETON was the son of Henry :lHiddleton, and 

was born in the year 1743, at the seat of his father, at l\Iid· 
dleton place, near the banks of the Ashley. 

At the early age of twelve years, he was sent to the cele
brated schoo.l of Hackney, in the neighbourhood of London; 
whence, after spending two years, he was removed to the 

'school of Westminster. The advantages which he here en
joyed resulted in a thorough acquaintance with the Greek and 
Roman classics, especial1y in a knowledge of the former, in 
which he is said to have greatly excelled. The taste which 
he acquired for classical literature he preserved through life, 
and from the indulgence of it deri"ed an exalted pleasure, 
lost to minds of a heavier mould. 

At the age of eighteen or nineteen, young Middleton be
came a member of one of the colleges of the· university of 
Cambridge. Having for his companions young men frequently 
of dissipated habits, he was oft'en powerfully tempted to en
ter into their youthful follies; but fortunately he escaped the 
contagion of their pernicious examples, and devoted that lei
~ure J:QJhe. i1l1.pt.,Qycment _ of his. mind, which-the-less' reflect
ing devoted to amusements and vicious indulgence. In his 
twenty.second year, he was graduated bachelor of arts, and . 
left the university with the reputation of au accomplished 
scholar, and a moral man. -
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Dy means of his father's liberality, he was now enablcd to 
travel. After visiting several parts of England, he proceeded 
to the continent, where he sPQnt two y(>ars~ chiefly in the 

• 
southern parts of Europe. At Rome, he passed scvera] 
months in viewing the variolls objects of taste afforded by 
that ancient and splendid tipot. He here greatly improycd 
his taste for music and painting; and eyen became well versed 
ii1 the principles of sculpture and architecture. 

Soon after his return to South Carolina, he was connected 
in marriage with the daughter of 'Valter Izzard, Esq. Hav
ing still it fondness for travelling, he, soon after his marriage, 
again embarked on a "isit to Europe, accompanied hy his 
wife. In this tour he vi:-.ited many places in England, whence 
proceeding to the continent, they passed through sevcral of 
the principal cities of France and Spain. In 1773, Mr. Mid
cHeton once more returned to America, and now settled down 
on the delightful banks of the Ashley. 

The father of Mr. Middleton was, at this time, a man of 
great wealth, and both by himself and family the approaching 
controversy between Great Britain and her American colo
mes might have been viewed with great concern, had not the 
patriotism with which they were imbued much preferred the 
welfare of their country, to their private interests. A rupture 
with the mother country would necessarily put to hazard the 
wealth which had long been enjoyed by the family, and might 
abridge that influence, and diminish those comforts, which that 
wealth naturally gaye them. But what were these in compari. 
son with the right.s and liberties of a country, destined to em
brace millions within its hosom? Between the alternatives 
presented, there was no room to hesitate. Both father and 
SOl1, in the spirit which had long characterized the family, 
stood forth in the defence of the rights of America, and" left 
not a hook to hang a doubt on," that they were patriots of 
the noblest stamp. " 

In the spring of 1775, 1\fr. Arthur Middleton was chosen 
on a secret committee, who were invested with authority to 
place the colony in a state of defence. In the exercise of the 
trust with which they were charged, they immediately took 
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possession of the public magazine of arms and ammunition, 
and removed its contents to a place of safety. 

I In the following J unc, the provincial congress of South 

I 

i JJcton was a member, took measures to organize a military 
I 

I force, the officers of ,vhich received commissions at their 
I hanus, and under their signatures. Among the members of 
: this committee, no one exhibited more activity, or manifested-

I : 
: a greater degree of resolution and firmness, than did Arthur 
I 

, Middleton. 
I 
! 
-

In February, 1776, the provincial legislature of South 
I Carolina appointed a committee to prepare and report a con
I stitution, which U should most effectual1y secure peace and 

I pute with Great Britain." This duty was assigned to 1\11-
l\IidJleton and ten others. 

I 
Having discharged the duty to the satisfaction of the as-

: sembly, l\Ir. Middleton was soon after elected by that body 
! a representati ve of Suuth Carolina in the congress of the 
I United States, assembled at Philadelphia. Here he had ae 

Ii opportunity of inscribing his name on the great charter of 
American liberties. At the close of the year 1771, Mr. Mid

I dleton relinquished his seat in congress, and returned to 
I ! I South Carolina, leaving behind him, in the estimation of those 
I Who had been associated with him in the important measures 

of congress, during the time he had been with them, the cha
racter of a man of the purest patriotism, of sound judgment, 

I and unwavering resolution. 
In the spring of 1118, the assembly of South Carolina pro

ceeded to the formation of a new constitution, differing, in 
many important points, from that of 1116. On presenting it 
to the governor, John Rutledge, for his approbation, that 
gentleman refused to assent to it. But, as he 'Vonld no'. 
embarrass the assembly in any measures which they mIght 
deem it .expedient to adopt, he resigned the executive chair, 
upon which the assembly pro'ceeded by a secret ballot again 
to fill it. On counting the votes, it was found that Mr. Mid· 
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dleton was elected to the office by a considerable majority. 
But, entertaining similar views in respect to the constitution, 
expressed by the distinguished gentleman who had vacated 
the chair of slate, he frankly avowed to the assembly, that he 
could not. conscientiously accept the appointment, under the 
constitution which they had adopted. The candour with 
which he had a\Towed his sentiments, and the stc! ling int.eg 
rity of the man, exhibited in refusing an honour from con
'scientious scruples, instead of. diminishing their respect for 
him, contributed to raise him 8ti1l higher in the confidence of 
his fellow-citizens. The assembly proceeded to anothel 
choice, and electrd Mr. Rawlins Lowndes to fill the vacancy. 
who gave his sanction to the new constitution. 

During the yf'ur 1779, the southern states became the prin 
cipal theatre of the war. Many of the plantations were wan 
tonly plundered, and the families and property of the princi 
pal inhabitants were exposed to the insults and ravages of 
the invaders. During these scenes of depredation, Middle
ton place did not escape. Although the buildings were 
spared, they were rifled of every thing valuable. Such arti
cles as could not easily be transported were either wantonly 
destroyed, or greatly injured. Among those which were in
jured, was a valuable collection of paintings belonging to Mr. 
Middleton. Fortunately, at the time the marauders visited 
Middleton place, the family had made their escape a day's 
journey to the north of Charleston. 

On the investment of the latter place, ill the following year, 
Mr. Middleton was present, and actively engaged in the de
fence of the city. With several others, Oil the surrender of 
this place, he was taken prisoner, and was sent by sea to St. 
Augustine, in East Florida, where he was kept in confinement 
fv:' nearly a year. At length, in July, 1781, he was ex
changed, and proceeded in a cartel to Philadelphia. On his 
arrival at the latter place, Governor Rutledge, in the exercise 
of authority conferred upon him by the general assembly of 
South Carolina, appointed him a representative in congress. 
To this office he was again elected in 1782; but in the month 
of November of that year, he returned to South Carolina on 

, 

, 



• 

AR THUR MIDDLETON. 451 

a visit to his family, from whom he had been separated during 
a long and anxious period. 

On the signing the preliminaries of peace, Mr. Middleton 
declined accepting a seat in congress, preferring the pleasures 

I of retirement with his family, to any honour which could be 
conferred upon him. He occasional1y, however, accepted of 
a seat in the state legislature, in which he was greatly instru

I menta! in promoting the tranq ui1lity and happiness of his fel-
, • • low-citizens. 

The life of Mr. Middleton was terminated on the 1st of 
, January,1787. His death was occasioned by an intermittent 
I fever, which he took in the preceding month of November, 

by an injudicious exposure to the unsettled weather of the 

autumnal season. 

I 
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In his person, Mr. Middleton was of ordinary size, sym-
metrically proportioned, with fine features, and counW-Qance 
expressive of firmness and decision. 
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. BUTTON GWINNETT. 

BUTTON GWINNET'r was a native of England, where he was 
born about the year 1732. His parents were respectable in 
life, anc1 gave their SOIl as good an education as their mode
rat.e circumstanceS would allow. On coming of age, Mr. 
Gwinnett became a merchant in the city of Bristol. 

Some time aner his marriage in England, be removed (.0 

America, and selecting Charleston, South Carolina, as a place 

expiration of which, having sold his stock in trade, he pur
chased a large tract of land in Georgia, where he devoted 
himself extensively to agricultural pursuits. 

Mr. Gwinnett had from his earliest emigration to America 
taken a deep interest in the welfare of the colonies; but, from 
the commencement of the coniroversy with Great Britain, he 
bad few anticipations that the cause of the colonies could 
succeed. A successful resistance to so mighty a power as 
that of the United Kingdoms, to him appeared extremely 

• 
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SHlcrahle change. 
I 
! This change in his sentiments, touching the final issuc of , 
! the contro\'ersy, produced a corresponding change in his COll-

I duet. He now came forth as the open advocate of strong and 
: decided measures, in fu\'our of obtaining a redress, if possi-
• 

1 hIe, of American grievances, and of establishing the rights of 
I I . 
: the colonies on a firm and enduring basis. In the early part 

of the year 1776, he was elected by the general assembly~ 
! held in Savannah, a representative of the province of Georgia, 
I 
i in congress. Agreeably to his appointment he repait"cd to 
! Philadelphia, and in the following month of May, for the first 
I 
I time, took his seat in the national council. In October, he 
: was re-elected for the year ensuing to the same responsible 
I sta tion. 

, 

• , 

In the month of February, ITi'7, a convention of citizens 
from Georgia was held in Savannah to frame a constitution 
for the future government of the state. Of this convention 
Mr. Gwinnett was a member, amI is said to have furnished 
the outlines of that constitution, which was subsequently 
adopted • 

Shortly after ihe above convention, occurred the death of 
Mr. Bullock, the president of the provincial council.· 'ro this 
office Mr. Gwinnett was immediately elevated. Unfortu
nately, while he represented the colony in congress, he was a 
competitor with Colonel Lacldand M'Intosh, for the office of 
brigadier general of the continental brigade, about to be levi
ed in Georgia, to which office the latter ,,~as appointed. The 
success of his rival, 1\lr. Gwinnett bore with little fortitude • 

• 

His ambition was disappointed, and being naturally hasty in 
his temper, and in his conclusions, he seems, frem this time, 
to have regarded Colonel M'Intosh as a personal enemy. 

On becoming president of the executive councn, Mr. Gwin
nett adopted several expedients by which to mortify his ad
versary. Among "these, 'one was tbe assumption of great 

• 
power over the continental army in Georgia, in consequence 
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of which General M'lntosh was treated with mueh disrcspcr.t 
by a part of his officers and soldiers. To humble his adver
sary still further, Mr. Gwinnctt, in an expedition which he had 
projected against East Florida, designed to command the COll

tincntal troops and the militia of Georgia himself, to the cx
clusion of General 1\'1'lntosh from the command even of his 
own brigade. 

Just at this period, it became necessary to convene the le
gislature for the purpose of organizing the new government. 
In consequence of the station which Mr. Gwinnett held as 
president of the council, he was prevented from proceeding 
at the head of the expedition destined against East Florida. 
The troops, therefore, were by his orders placed under the 
command of a subordinate officer of l\i 'Intosh's brigade. The 
expedition entirely failed, and probably contributed to the 
failure of Mr. Gwinneu's election to the office of governor, in 
~ay, 1777. t 

This failure 151asted the hopes of Mr. G,vinnett, and brought 
his political career to a close. In the disappointment and 
mortification of his adversary, General ~'Intosh foolishly 
exulted. The animosity between these two distinguished 
men, from this time, continued to gather strength, untill\Ir. 
Gwinnett, unmindful of the high offices which he had held, 
of his obligations to society, and of his paramount obligations 
to the author of his being, presented a challenge to General 
1\l'lotosh. They fought at the distance of only twelve feet. 
Both were severely wounded. The wound of Mr. Gwinnett 
proved mortal; and on the 27th of May, 1717, in the forty
lifth year of his age, he expired. 

Thus feli one of the patriots of the revolution; and though 
entitled to the gratitude ofllis country, for the services which 
he rendered her, he.r citizens will ever lament that he fell a 
victim to a false ambition, and to a false sense of honour. No 
circumstances could justify an action so criminal, none can 
ever palliate one so dishonourable. 

In his persoll, Mr. Gwinnett was tall, and of noble and 
commanding appearance. In his temper, be was irritable; 
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yet in his language he was mild, and in bis manners poJite 
Bnd graceful. Happy had it been for him, had his ambition 
been tempered with more prudence j and probably happy for 
his country, had bis political career not been terminated in 

, the prime of life. 
I 
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LYMAN HALL. 

• 

, LYMAN HALL was a native of Connecticut, where he was 
born about the year 1731. After receiving a collegiate edu

, cation, and having acquired a competent knowledge of the 

, 
theory and practice of medicine, he removed, in 1752, to 

'I South Carolina. He was induced, however, during the same 
.. year, to remove to Georgia, where he established himself at 
o 
o , 

!, Sunbury, in the district of Medway. In this place he con· 
I 0 

,: tinued attending to the duties of his profession, until the com , 
o 

, mcncement of the revolutionary contest. . 
;1 On the arrival of this important crisis in the llistory of the 
; colonies, the patriotism of Doctor Hall became greatly excited 
o , 

!; to the interests and dangers of his country. He perceived 
• 0 

:" that the approaching storm must necessarily be severe; but 
, 

i~ lvith the ldndred spirits of the north, he was determined to 
I 

!: IDeet it with patriotic firmness and resolution. Having ac-
o 

:: cepted of a situation in the parish of St. John, which was :1 
, 

:: frontier settlement, both his person and property were ex 
I; l)osed to great danger, from his proximity to the Creek in 
I , 

i~ uians and to the royal province of Florida. 
!i The parish of St. John, at an early period of the contest, 
oj 

:: entered with great spirit into the general opposition of the 
;: country against Great Britain, while a majority of the inhabi
i: tants of Georgia entertained different sent.iments. So widely 
, 

• 

rish from those of the inhabitants of the provinca generally, 
Ulat an almost entire separation took place between them • 

• 

I 
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In July, 1774, the friends of liberty held a general meeting 
at Savannah, where Doctor Hall appeared as a representative 
of the parish of St. John. The measures, however, adopted 
at that time, fell far short of the wishes both of this patriot 
and his constituents. In January, 1775, another meeting 
was held at Savannah, at which it was agreed to petition the 
king for a redress of grievances, and f~r relief from the arbi
trary acts of the British ministry. 

The parish of St. John, dissatisfied with the temporizing 
policy of the Savannah convention, in the following month 
made application to the committee of correspondence in 
Charleston, South Carolina, to form an alliance with them, by 
which their trade and commerce should be conducted on the 
principles of the non-importation :lssociation. The patr:iJtic 
views and feelings of this independent people were highlyap
plauded by the committee, but they found themselves under 
the necessity, by the rules of the continental association, of 
declining the alliance. 

Upon recehring this denial, the inhabitants of St. John 
agreed to pursue sueh independent measures as the patriotic 
principles which they had adopted should appear to justify. 
Accordingly, they resolved not to purchase slaves imported 
into Savannah, nor to hold any commercial intercourse with 
that city, nor with surrounding p1t-rishes, unless fQr the neces
saries of life, and these to be purchased by direction of a com
mittee. Having taken this independent stand, they next pro
ceeded to choose' a representative to congress, and on count
ing the vo.tes, it was found that Doctor l!all was unanimously 

• 

elected. -
In the following May, Doctor Hall appeared in the hall of 

congress, and by that body was unanimously admitted to 8 

seat. But, as he represented not the colony of Georgia, bu' 
on]y a parish C?f the colony, it was at the same time resohed 
to reserve the question A-~ to his right to vote for the furtl er 

-

deliberation of the congress. 
The above question at length coming before the house, on 

the occasion of congress taking the opinions-of its members 
by colonies, Doctor Hall expressed bis willingness to give bis 

• 
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p vote only in those cases in which the sentiments of congress 
J: were not taken by colonies. 
, 

! Fortunately for the cause of liberty, or, tne 15th of July, 
I 1775, the cOIH'en tion of Georgia acceded to the general con
: federacy, and proceeded to the appoin~ment of five delegates 
, 

;: to congress, three of whom attended at the adjourned meeting 
Ii of that body, September] 3, 1775. , , 

Among the delegates thus appointed, Dr. Hall was one. , ' , , 
, , 

To this station he was annuallv re-elected until 1780, at the .-

, 
I 

, 
, c10se of which year he finally retired from the national legis-
, 

i la ture. , 
! 

:, At length Georgia fell tem~'orarily into the power of the 
, 

,: British. On this event, Doctor Hall removed his family to the 
i: north, and suffered the confiscation of all his prope by the 

Dritish government established in the state. In 1782, he re
:' turned to Georgia, and ill the following year was elected to 

, 
, 
, 

the chief magistracy of the state. . 
, 

:: After enjoying this office for a time, he retired from the , , 
i cares of public life, and about the sixtieth year of his age, , 
;, died at his residence in the county of Burke, whither he had 
I ' :: removed. 

I : 
; In his manners he was easy, and in his deportment dignified 
:: and courteous. He was by nature characterised for a warm 
, 

I: and enthusiastic disposition, which, however, was under the 
I: guidance of a sou.nd discretion. His mind was active and 
I: discl'hninaUng. Ardent in his own feelings, he possessed the 
'I power of exciting others to action; and though in congress 
I 

, he acted n.at so conspicuous a part as many others, yet his 
I Ii example and his exertions, especially in connexion with those 
ii of the inhabita~ts of the circumscribed parish of St. John, 
Ii 
ii powerfully contributed to the final accession of the whole co-
l! lony of Georgia to the confederacy; thus presenting in array 
I: against the mother country the whole number of her Ameri .. 
/I 

P can colonies. 
I ! 
j' Ii 3 N 
I 

I , • 
• 
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GEORGE WALTON. 
, 

GEORGE WALTON, the last of the Georgia delegation, who 
signed the declaration of independence, and with an account 
of whom we shall conclude these biographical notices, Was 
born in the county, of Frederick, Virginia, about the year 
1740. He was early upprenticed to a carpenter, who being a 
man of selfish and contracted views, not only kept him clo.sely 
at labour during the day, but r,efused him the privilege of a 
candle, by which to read at night. 

Young Walton possessed a mind by nature strong in its 
powers, and though uncultivated, not having enjoyed even 
the advantages of a good scholastic education, he was ardently 
bent on the acquisition of knowledge; so bent, that during 
the day, at his leisur~ moments, he would collect light wooJ, 
which served him at night instead of a candle. His applica
tion was close and indefatigable; his acquisitions rapid and 
valuable. 

At the expiration of.his apprenticeship, he removed to the 
province of Georgia, and entered the office of a Mr. Young, 
with whom he pursued the preparatory studies of the profes
sion of law, and in 1774, he entered upon its duties. 

At" this time the British government was in the exercise of 
full power in Georgia. Both the governor and his' counril 
were firm supporters of the British ministry. It was at this 
period that George Walton, and other kindred spirits, assem
bled a meeting of the friends of liberty, at the liberty pole, at 
Tondee's tavern in Savannah, to take into consideration the 
means of preserving the constitutional rights and liberties of 
the people of Georgia, which were endangered by the then 
recent acts of the .British parliament. 

At this meeting, Mr. Walton took a distinguished part . 
Others, also, entered with great warmth and animation into 
the debate. It was, at length, determined, to invite the dif
ferent parishes of the province, to come into a general union 
and co-operation with the other provinces of America to se .. 
cure their constitutional rights and liberties. 

• 

I 

I 
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I 

I 
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In opposition to tIlis plan, tIle royal governor and his coun
!! cil immediately and strongly enlisted themselves, and so far 
j: succeeded by their influence, as to induce nllotht'r meeting, 
;; which was held in January, 1775, to content itself with pre-

I 
• 
I 

· , 
puring a petition to be presented to the king, Of the com-

i; mitte(· appointed for this purpose lUI'. "'alton was a member. 
I ' 
I: The petition, however, shared the fate of its llumerous pre-
II dece5sors. 
II 
i In February, ] 775, the committee of safety met ut Sa\Tan 

Ii nah. But notwithstanding that seveml of the members advo
I: cutcu strong and uecisive measures, a majority were for pur
l! suing, for the present, a temporising policy. Accordingly, 
I! the committee adjourned without concerting any plan for the 
II appointment of delegates to the continental congress. This 
• 

/; induced the people of the parish of ~t. John, as noticed in the 
preceding memoir, to separate, in a dcgl'ee, from the provin-

• I cial government, and to appoint Mr. Hall a d~legate to repre 
sent them in the national legislature. 

In the month of July, 1775, the convention of Georgia ac 
I celled to the general confederacy, and five delegates, Lyman 
I Hall, Archibald Bullock, John Houston, John J. Zubly, and 

Noble 'V. Jones, were elected to represent the state in con-
gress. 

In the month of February, 1776, l\:Ir. Walton was elected 
to the same honourable station, and in the following month of . 

! October, was re-elected. From this time, until Octo"ber, 1781, 
he continued to represent the state of Georgia at the seat of 

I government, where he displayed much zeal and intelligence, 
I in the discharge of the various duties which were assigned 

him. He was particularly useful on a committee, of which 
Robert Morris and George Clymer wel'e his associates, ap
pointed to transact important cOlltinental business ill Phila
delphia, during the time that congress was obliged to retire 
from that city. 

In December, 1778, Mr. Walton received a c.olonel's com 
mIssion in the militia, and was present at the surrender of 
Savannah to the British arms. During the obstinate defence 
of that place, Colonel Walton was wounded in the thigh, ill 

I 
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consequence of which he fell from his horse, and was made a 
prisoner by the British troops. A brigadier-general was de. 
manded in exchange for him; but in September, 1779, he was 
exchanged for a captain of the navy. 

In the following month, Colonel Walton was appointed 
governor of the state; and in the succeeding January, was 
elected a member of congress for two years. 

The subsequent life of 1\11'. Walton was fined up in the 
discharge of the most respectable offices within the gift of 
the state. In what manner he was appreciated by the peo
ple of Georgia, may be learnt from the fact that he was 
at six: different times elected a representative to congress; 
twice appointed governor of the state; once a senator of 
the United States; and at four different periods a judge 
of the superiour courts, which last office he held for fifteen 
years, and until the time of his death • 
.. It may be gathered from the preceding p~ges, respect.' 

ing 1\lr. Walton, that he .. was. no ordinary man. He rose 
• • 

mto distinction by the force of his native. powers. In 
• 

his temperament he was ardent;. and by means of his en· 
• 

thll~iasm in the great cause of liberty, rose to higher emi· . 
nence, and sect!-red a greater share . .!}f . public. favour and con 

• • 

fidence, than,he>'Y6uld .. othe~Wise·'hav,~ done. '~" 
Mr. 'Val ton \V8S.· not without his . faultS ~Iid weaknesses . 

'. I " t:~ -

He was accus.ed"of a degree of peda1l,try, anp., sometimes 
indulged his, ,sati~ical powers beyond; the strict rules of pro-

, ' 

priety. .; ,Hewa~·._pt}rh,8:ps, als,,?,t.o.o ,.,~ontemptuous of ,public 
opinion, esp~~i'~l1y. when thatt,;o:pirihnl.;:varied from 'his own. 

• • • • .. . " ~ 

'.: The d~~th.of .. Mr. Walton occurred"on the sec(md day of 
Februa~; 1804. During the latter y~ars:or-his'life, he suf
fered intens.ely from frequent, ando"lorig c~o~tiilUed attacks of 

• 

the gout, which probably' tended to unde~tnine his constiLu 
tion, and to hasten the event of his dissolution. - He had at 
mined how~ver to a good age, and closed his life, happy in 
having contributed his full share towards the measure of his 

, 

country's glory. 

• 

= --- .- '.=." = 
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• 

. GEORGE 'V ASHINGTON. 
• 

"First in the lwarts of his countrymen." 

THE worM has. rarely seen a more sublime spectacle than 
that band of heroes pre::;ented who signed their names to that. 
immortal instrument which declares "nIl men freo and oqual ;" 
but it was a spectacle no less inspil'irfg to behold tlw half-
clothed, famishing yeomen of America oppose their breasts to 

I invaders from their shores. It is proper that this volume should 
close with a sketch 'of the life of him unuer whose gniuance 

I 

without which the "Declaration" \'{ould have been of no 
avail.' . . . 

George Washington, commander-in-chief of the American 
army during the war with Great Britain, a.nd first President of 
the United States; was the third son of Mr. Augustine \Vash
ington; and was born at Bridge's Creek, VVestmoreland county, 
Virginia, on the 22d !lay of Febru~ry, 1732. His great grand
father had emigrated to that place from, the north of England, . 
about the year 1657. At the age of ten years he lost his . 

• • 

father, and the patrimonial estate descended to his elder brother, 
. . I 

Mr. Lawrence Washington, who, in the year 1740, h<l:d been 
• 

engaged in' the expedition against Carthagena. In honor of 
I the British admiral :who commanded the fleet employed it! th~t 

• •• 

. enterprise, the estate was c.alled Momii V e~no!l. At the age 
of fifteen, agreeably to the wishes of his brother, as well as 
.' . , 

to his own urgent request to enter into the British navy, the 
place of midshijJinan in a vessel of war, then stationed on the 
coast of Virginia, was obtained for him. Every thing was in 

• 

readiness for his departure, when the solicitation of an affec· 
tionate mother prevailed upon him to abandon his proposed 

! the land, to be the future vindicator of his country's rights. 
, , 
: All the advantages of education .v,.hich he enjoyed were such 
I 

I 
i 
I 

•• 

as common schools then nITorJed. "There is no doubt that to 

" - - - • 

• 

• 

• 

.~.1 
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the careful culture bestowed by his affectionate mother, the 
goodness and greatness of Washington are to be ascribed." 

"This tells to mothers what n holy charge 
Ts theirs, ·with what a kingly power their love 
l\~ ight rule the fountain of the new-born J~lind.
Warns them to wake at early dawn, and sow 
Good seed Lefore the world doth sow its tares." 

MRS. SIGOURNEY. 

After 11is disappointment with regard to entering the navy, 
he devoted much time to the study of mathematics; and in the 
practice of his profession as surveyor, he encountered the hard
ships and privations of the American forest, thus preparing 
himself to endure the trials which awaited him in future life. 
At the age of nineteen, when the militia of Virginia were to be 
trained for actual service, he was appointed an adjutant-gen
eral, with the rank of major, and the duties of this office he 
discharged a short time. In 1753, the plan formed by France 
fOf connecting Canada witli Louisiana by a line of posts, and 
thus of inclosing the British colonies, and of establishing her 
influence over the numerous tribes of Indians on the frontiers, 
began to be developed. In th~ prosecution of this design, pos
session had been taken of a tract of land, then believed to be 
within the province of Virginia. Mr: Dinwiddie, the lieuten
ant-governor, being determined to remonstrate against the sup
posed encroachment, and 'dolation of the treaties between the 

• 
two c~untries, dispatched Major Was:llngton through the wil-
derness to the Ohio, to deliver a letter to the commanding offi
cer of the French, and also to explore the country. This 
tIust of danger and fatigue he executed with great ability. He 
left Williamsburg, October 31, 1753, the very day on which he 
received his commission, and at the frontier' settlement of the 
English, engaged guides to conduct him over the Alleghany 
mountains. After passing them, he pursued his route to the 
Monongahela, examining -the country with a' military eye, and 
taking the most judicious means for securing the friendship of 
the Indians. He selected the forks of the Monongahela and 
Alleghany rivers, as a position which ought to be immediately 
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possessed und fortified. At this place the French very soon 
erected Fort du Quesne, which fell into the hands of the Eng
lish in 1758, und was culled by them Fort Pitt. Pursuing llis 

I way up tho Alleghany to French Creek, he found at a fort upon 
, thi::; stream the commanding officer, to whom he delivered the 
I 

. difllcultics awl dangers. As the snow 'was deep, and the hor:scs 
\ weak from fatigue, he left his attemlullts at tIw mOllth \ f 
I French Creek, and set out ou foot, with his papers allli pro

visions in his puck, accompanied only Ly his pilut, :'\Ir. Gi::,t. 
"With his knapsack on his back, and his gun ill Iii:,; hall,], 

Ii young \Vashington made his way through the deep 8110\\', <llld 

/' swinging to and fro in the storm, or the cry of some wild ani
I mal in search of prey. Travelling in this manucr, they came 

upon an Indian, who, under the pretence of actillg us guiJe, led 
I them off their route, and then shot at them. Sparing his lit,.." ' 

contrary to the wishes of his friend, \Vashington SOOH got rid 
of him, and walked all night to escape pursuit. Coming to 
the Alleghany river, they found it only partly frozen ovcr, alld 

, 

here the two friends laid down upon the bank in the cold snow, 
with nothing but their blankets o\'er them; and thus, weary and 
hungry, passed the dreary night. The next morning they set 
to work, with a single hatchet, to build a raft on which they 
might cross the turbulent stream. 'When nearly half across, 
huge fragments of floating ice came driving down the current, 
and jamming against the crazy fabric of logs, bore it downward 
and onward, threatening every moment to carry it to the bot
tom. Young Washington thrust his long setting-pole firmly 
into the ground in front of the raft, in order to stop it till the 
ice and drift-wood could pass by; but, instead of arresting it, 
he was jerked overboard into ten feet of water, where he had 
to swim for his life. Unable to keep the raft, the two adven-
turers swam and waded to an island near which they were 
passing; here, amid frost and snow, wet to the skin, without a 
dry garment to wrap themselves in, or a blanket to cover them, 
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464 GEORGE WASlllNGTON. , 

or a spark of fire to warm their benumbed limbs, with their 
clothes frozen stiff upon their backs, they passed that long, cold, 
wintry night. When the morning dawned,. the river was 
bridged over with ice betwe~ them and the shore they wished 
to gain. Escaping the shot of the Indian, the. dangers of the 
forest, and death by cold, they at length, after an absence of 
eleven weeks, arrived safely at home." 

~ As the French seemed disposed to remain upon the Ohio, it 
was determined to raise a regiment of three hundred mert to 
maintain the claims of tlle British crown. Washington was 

• 

made lieutenant-colonel, and" at the head of only three com-
panic,s, boldly entered the ,,,:ilderness. Encountering a detach
ment of the French advancing, he attacked it and took the com
mander and 311 prisoners, and thus opened the bloody French 

• 

and Indian ,var. Soon after, however, he was invested by a 
superior Jorce in Fort Necessity, -a mde structure h~ had hastily 
thrown up, and, after fighting bra,-ely from eleven in the morn-
ing till eight at night, in a drenching rain storm, was compelled 

few pieces of cannon were all that vVashington gave up, while 
he marched oft' . with drums be~lt~ng and colors flying." In a 
few months afte.rwards, orders were received for settling the 

-rank of office'rs, and those who were commissioned by the king 
• 

being directed to take rank of the-pTO\'incial' -officers; Colonel--
\Vashington indignantly resibrned his commission.· He now 

I retired Ito Mount Vernon, which estate he had inherited from 
his brother. In the spring of 1755, he accepted an invitation. 
from Gen, Braddock to enter his family as volunteer aid-de-camp 
i~ his expedition to the Ohio, He proceeded with him to 
Wills' Creek,. afterwards called Fort Cumberland, in April . 

-

, 

• 

. After the t!,oops had murched a few miles from this place, he . ' 

was seized with.a raging fever; but refusing to remain behind~ 
. '. . 
he was conveyed in, a covered wago~l. After they had arrived 
at the Monongahela, he advised t\le general - to employ the 
ranging companies of Virginia to scour' the woods and to pre
vent ambuscades, but his advice was not followed. The sequel 

. proved that his counsel was good. ~'As the advanced party or 
• 

. , 
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three hundred men were ascending a hill, flanked on either si,lc 
by a ravine, in which lay the enemy, they found themselves 
smlt1enly encircled by a girdle of flame. Braddock prohibil eel 
the Virginia regiment from placing themselves behillll trees ~liJ(l 

he had bcen accustomed to do on the plains of Europe. Yom:.:; 
\Vashington gazed with indignation on this sacrifice of life, awl, 
without power to order a single company, !?toorl antI saw I:i:5 
brave Virginians fall. At length Bralldock was struck down, 
and his two aids borne wounded from the ficld, leaving \V nsh
ington in supreme command. Galloping through the disorclel"C'(1 
host, his tall and commanding form towered amid the smoke {·f 
battle, and presented a constant mark to the sharp-sho()~e!".':i. 

Men were falling like grass on crery side of him, yet, reckless 
of danger, he spurred his steed m'er the dead and dying alike, 
straining every nerve to stay the reversed tide of hattIe." '1'\\'0 

horses fell under him, and four bullets passed through llis coat, 
while, riding furiously over the bloody field, he vainly slro\'t.} 
to ,,,rest victory from defeat. 13ut the die was cast, and the 
dispirited troops were rolled back before the o\'erwhclming 
numbers of the enemy, and death and defeat consummated the 
ill-fated expedition of Braddock. . 

In a sermon, occasioned by this expedition, the ReV'. Dr. 
- - - ---- -- .----- _. - - ".-_. --

Davies, of Hanm'cr Co., thus prophetically expressed himself: 
"As a remarkable instance of pa.triotism, I may point out to the 
public that heroic youth, Col. \Vashington, whom, I cannot but 
hope, Providence has hitherto preserved in so signal a manner 
for some important service to his country." '"For' this purpose 
he was indeed preserved; artd, at the end of twenty years, he 
began to render his country more important servicea than the 
clergyman could have anticipated. From 1755 to 1758, he 
commanded a regiment' which was !aised for the protection of 
the frontiers; and, during tbis period, he w~ incessantly ocell
pie.d in efforts to shield the exposed settlements from the incur-

. sions of savages. His exertions were in a great degree inef
fectual, in consequence of errors and the pride of government, . 
and of the impossibility of guardi!lg, with' a few troops; 'a~ ex-
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• 

tended territory fcom an enemy which was averse to open war
fare. He, in the most earnest manner, recommended offensive 

. 1 

1 

measures as the only method of giving complete protection to i 
, 

the scattered settlements. In the year 1758, to his great joy, ; 
it wa.s determined to undertake another expedition against Fort I 

, 

du Quesne, and he engaged in it with zeal. Early in July the I 

troops were assembled at Fort Cumberland; and here, against 
all the remonstrances and arguments of Col. vVashington, Gen. 
Forbes resolved to open a new road to the Ohio, instead of 1 

taking the old route. Such was the predicted delay occasioned ! , 
by this measure, that in November it was n~solved not to pro-
ceed further during that campaign. Bu,: i.ntelligence of the 

I 
weakness of the garrison induced an alteration of the plan of j 

passing the winter in the wilderness. By slow marches, ihe I 
army was enabled, on the twenty-fifth of November, to reach 
Fort du Quesne, of which peaceable possession was taken, as 
the enemy, on the preceding night, after setting it on fire, had 
abandoned it, and proceeded down the Ohio. The works in 
this place were repaired, and its name was changed to that of 
Fort Pitt. The success of the expedition was to be attributed 
to the British fleet, which intercepted reinforcements destined 
for Canada, and to the events in the northern colonies. The 

• 

great object which he had been anxious to effect being now 
accomplished, and mid hea.lth being enfeebled~ CoL Washington 
resigned his commission as commander-in-chief of all the 
troops raised in Virginia. 

SOOI1 after his resignation he was married to the widow of 
Col. Custis. "Trai:.ition relates that they were mutually pleased 
on their first interview; nor is it remarkable. They were of 
an age when impressions are strongest. The lady was fair to 
behold, of fascinating manners, and splendidly endowed with 
worldly benefits. The hero, fresh· from his early fields, redo
lent of fame, and with a form on which' every god did seem to 
set his seal, to give th~ world assurance of a man.'" Soon 
after the marriage, Col. and Mrs~ Washington removed to Mount 
Vernon. His lady added to superior personal attractions, and 
'the gifts of fortune, those amiab~e accomplishments which fill 

• 

• 
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with silent felicity the scenes of domestic life. His attention' 
I was for several years principally directed to the management 
II of his estate, which embraced nine thousand acres. He was 

11 he took'{'a decided part in opposition to the principle of taxation 

I of the county court. In 1774, he was elected a member of the 
i first congress, and was placed on all those committees \V hose 
! 
: duty it. was to make arrangements for defence. In the following , 

I: year, after the battle of Lexington, when it was determined by 
, I 

l; congress to resort to arms, he was unanimously elected com-
11 mander-in-chief of the army of the united colonies. Distrusting 
I , Ii his own abilities, he reluctantly accepted the appointment, re-
i! fusing any compensation, requiring only that his expenses should 
I! be paid. By t.his act, he assumed a position before the world 
I ' 

:1 in which no other man has ever stood. He gave up the com-
, 

.:; forts of home, for the perils and priva.tions of -the camp. He 
. , 
l! consented to command an army composed chiefly of raw re-
I ' II cruits, and scantily supplied with arms. VVith these, he was 
Ii to conte_nd against the trained veterans of European battle
i fields. DespaiJ was to battle against Hope; disorder against 
, discipline; and well-fed troops against famishing yeomen. He 

I I 

I' became an outlaw for his country's sake, and threw himself 
i between the land of his nativity and its foes, and bared his 
, 

I breast to the storm of Brit.ish vengeance. That storm raged 
i Ii fearfully. For many a long year, un terrified by its beatings, he 
!i moved before his brave countrymen like a "pillar of fire," and 

and a home for the outcast. Immediately after his appoint-
I ment, he flew to the relief of his suffering country, and formed 

!I the army into three divisions, in order the most effectually to' 

I 
\ 

'Yard, the division on Prospect and Winter Hills to Gen. Lee, 
I and commanding himself the centre at Cambridge. Here he 

and the evils of short enlistments; but, instead of yielding to 
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despondence, he bent the whole force of his powerful mind to 
overcome them. He soon made the startling discovery that 
there was only sufficient powder on hand to furnish the army 
with nine cartridges for ell-eh man. With the greatest caution 

I I 
, 
, , , 
• 

• 
I 

1.0 'keep this fact a secret, the utmost exertions were employed 
to procure a supply. A vessel was dispatched to Africa, which 
obt.ained, in exchange for New England goods, aU the gun
powuer in the British factories; and in the winter, Capt. Manly 

> 

, 
• 

• , 
• 

I 
> : . , , 

: I 

, ' , , 
" i 
, , 

captured an ordnance brig, which furnished the American army i i , 
'with the precise articles of which it was in greatest want. In :i 

I 
September, General \Vashington dispa.tched Arnold on an ex- II 

> i 

peuition against Quebec. It was unsuccessful, not from any :! 
defect in the plan, but from unfavorable circumstances. In 'I 

. , 

February, 1776, he proposed to a council of his officers to cross :' 
the ice and attack the enemy in Doston, but they unanimonsly 

, 
disapproved of the daring measure. It was soon, however, !I 
resol ved to take possession of the heights of Dorchester. This :; 
was done without discovery on the night of the fourth of March, i: 

I I 

and, on the seventeenth, the enemy found it necessary to evacu- i 
ate the town. The recovery of Boston induced congress to : 

I 
pass a vote of thanks to Gen. Washington and his brave army. II 
In the belief that the efforts of the British would be directed : , 
towards the H-udson, he hastened the army to New York, where 
he himself arrived on the fourteent.h of April. He made every 

, , 
I I 
I , , 
I , 
, 
I , 

exertion to fortify the city, and attention was paid to the forts ! 
in the Highlands. In the midst of embarrassments arising from ;1 

I : the disaffection of many of the inhabitants, a conspiracy was ;1 
; I 

him up to the enemy. The plan was fortunately discovered, i 

protected him from the machinations of the enemies in his own ': 
camp. 

Early in July, Gen. Howe landed his troops at Staten Island. I 
His brother, Lord Howe, who commanded' the ~eet, soon ar
rived; and, as both were commissioners for restoring peace to 
the colonies, the latter addressed a letter upon the subject to 
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George \VashingLon, Esq., but he refused to receive it, as it 
did not acknowledge the public character with which he was 
invested by congress, in which character only he could have 
any intercourse with his lordship. Another letter was sent to 
George Washington, &c., &c. This was, for the same reason, 
rejected .. The battle of Brooklyn, of which he was only a 

I spectator, ended in defeat, and the loss of Stirling and Sullivan, 
who were taken prisoners. Gazing with intense interest an 
the contest, \Vashington perceived that annihilation awaited the 
entire division, if some means were' .not devised by which to 

I 

rescue it from the enemy. He determined to withdraw it, and 
effected his object on the night after the battle; and so still and 
rapid were all his movements, that the enemy were not aware 
of the retreat till they perceived the rear guard crossing the 
East river the. next morning. This retreat called forth t.hat 
indomitable energy and consummate skill for which Washington 
was distinguished. No t::xigency found him hesitating; no 
danger unnerved him; he rose equal to any crisis, and from 
disastrous defeat, earned the brightest laurels. For forty-eight 
hours he took no rest, and during most of the time was in t.he 
saddle, riding from point to point, urging on his tired columns, 
and cheeripg his troops with that voice which seemed to them 
the voice of a father. Within musket-shot of the enemy, nine 
thousand men, with arms, ammunition, and provisions, were 
conveyed across a river half a mile broad, so quickly and so 
quietly, that they were beyond the reach of danger ere they 
were discovered. 

At Kipp's Bay, about three miles from the city, some works 
had been thrown up to oppose the enemy; but, on their ap
proach, the troops precipitately fled. Washington rode toward 
the lines, and exerted himself to the utmost to prevent the dis
graceful flight. He rushed upon them with sword drawn, and 
snapped his pistols in their faces; . but in vain the panic .. 
stricken cowards flf;d. His brave heart swelled within him, 

I 

• 

I 

I 

and, seeming rather to wish death than flight, turned his h ' --l---
head toward the advancing enemy, and drawing up his proud 
form, with flashing eye, he opposed his breast to the whistling 

, 40 
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like hail around him, in his own person, vindicated the courage 
of his countrymen. His aids seized the bridle of his horse, i! 
and t.hus saved Washington, and, in saving Washington, their I! 

I : country. i I 
New York was on the s.ame day, the fifteenth of September, . i: 

I i 
evacuated. In October he retired to White Plains, where, on , 

I 

I 
the twenty-eighth, an action took place which was not decisive. 
Washington selected a different position, which the British 
commander did not deem prudent to attempt, but turned his 
attention to Fort Washington, which he captured, taking about 
one thousand prisoners. 

He now passed into New Jersey, pursued by a triumphant 
and numerous enemy. On the eighth of December, he crossed 
the Delaware, securing all the boats so as to prevent the enemy 
from following. His own army was reduced to three thousand 
men, without tents or camp equipage, weakened by fatigue, and 
exposed to the storms and cold of winter. On these hung the 
fate of the continent. The brave commander looked·with sor-

• 

row upon miseries which he could not alleviate. Gen. Howe 
abandoned tp.e pursuit until the ice should bridge the river; 
meanwhile he cantoned his army in detachments in the towns 
along the left bank of the Delaware, and at Trenton and New 
Brunswick. V! ashington, while strengthening his· army by 
volunteers, and calling in the distant divisions, watched, with 
exultation, the detached forces of the enemy, and planned an 
attack upon three of them. On the evening of. \he twenty-fifth 
of December, his troops began to cross the river. This was 
one of the most memorable scenes of the revolution. ' The 
night was dark, and intensely cold. The rapid current of the 
river bore along huge masses of ice, and the foaming torrent 
raged in all the madness of a winter storm. Snow and hail 
covered the stream with a pall of impenetrable g10om. But 
that gallant army hesitated not. The calm, clear voice of 

• 

vVashington rose above the raging of the storm, and of the 

• 

I 

. _ wav:~~._ . ..t\.ll nig~~ long the . intrepid band struggled with the 
opposing ice, and breasted the beating storm. At four next 
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I morning, they formed on the Jersey shore, and ere long the 
enemy felt the strong arm of a sleepless foe. Nearly one 

I thousand were taken prisoners. Hastening back, he recrossed 
I the river with the arms, accoutrements, cannon, &c., taken from 

the enemy. This successful enterprise changed the aspect of 
t.he war, and raised the desponding spirits of the army, and 
inspired the troops with renewed courage. "\Vashington con

I centrated his forces, amounting to five thousand, at Trenton. 
, On the approach of a superior enemy, on the second of January~ -I 1777, he drew up his men on the banks of the Assurnpinck. 
I The darkness and silence of night hung over the armies, and 

next morning. "Washington stood in the deepening gloom, 
and gazed long and anxiously on the enemy's watch-fires, now 
blazing cheerfully through the darkness, and thought of the 
coming day. Keeping his own fires burning, and sending men 
neal' the enemy's lines to dig an entrenchment, in order to de
ceive theq.l, he began to remove his baggage, and at twelve 
o'clock took up the line of march for Princeton. Silently, 
noiselessly, the columns moved away in the darkness, while 
the anxious chieftain rode in their midst. At sunrise, Corn
wallis, to his inexpressible surprise, heard the thunder of his 
guns at Princeton,_ telling him that his antagonist, with all the 
wariness of the fox, had also the terrible spring of the lion. 
Breaking to pieces the regiments he found there, and chasing 
the fugitives before him, he passed on to Kingston, fol,lowed 
close by Cornwallis, whose troops were in hearing of his mus
ketry." During this march, many of the soldiers were without 
shoes, and their advance over the ice and frozen ground was 
marked with blood. This hardship, and the want of repose, 
induced him to lead his army to a place of security on the road 
to Morristown. Thus, the military genius of the American 
commander, under the blessing of divine Providence, rescued 
Philadelphia from the threatened danger, obliged the enemy, 
which had overspread New Jersey, to return to the neighbor
hood of New York, and revived the desponding spirit of his 
country. Having accomplished these objects, he retired to 

, 
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• 

, 
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Morristown, where the army went into winter quarters. On 
the last of May, he removed his army to Middlebrook, about 
ten miles from Brunswick, where he fortified himself very 
strongly. An ineffectual attempt was made by Sir ·William 
Howe to draw him from his position, by marching toward 
Philadelphia; but, after Mowe's return to New York, he moved 
towards the Hudson, in order to defend the passes in the moun
tains, in the expectation that a junction with Burgoyne, who 
was then upon the lakes, would be attempted. After the British 
gen~ral sailed from New York, and entered the Chesapeake, in 
August, Gen. Washington marched immediately for the defence 
of Philadelphia. At the Brandywine, on the 11 th of Septem
ber, he met the enemy, but was compelled to retire with con
siderable loss. A few days afterward, as he was pursued by 
the enemy, he determined upon another engagement; but a 
heavy rain so damaged the arm.s and ammunition, that he was 
under the absolute necessity of again retreating. Philadelphia 
was entered by Cornwallis on the twentY-Rixth of September . 

. On the fourth of October, the American commander made a 
well-planned attack upon the British camp at Germantown; 
but in consequence of the darkness of the morning, and the 
imperfect discipline of the troops, it proved un8uccessful. The 
wintur at Valley Forge, at which place the army went into 

• 

winter quarters, December 11 th, is one of the most memorable .. 
in the history of the revolution. '''hile the foe were luxuria
tiug in a wealthy and populous city, the Americans were shel
tered in huts of their own construction, and often exposed to 
famine, and suifering from intense cold. So destitute of blankets 

• 

were they, that often, gathered around the fires of their huts, 
they passed the long nights of that dreary winter. Without 
food, and without clothing to shelter them from the inclemency 
of the -season, that noble band of heroes suffered on, till, goaded 
by privation almost to despair, they thought of the comforts of 
their firesides deserted, and the voices of friends left behind, 
and were almost tempted to revolt. But the voice of the noble 
Washington, sympathizing with their sorrows, while sharing in 
his own person their privations, calmed the rising storm, and 

• 

• 
t 
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brought them back to duty. Notwithstanding the discordant . 
materials of which the army was composed, there was some
thing in his charact.er which enabled him to attach both his 
officers and soldiers so strongly to him, that no distress could 
weaken their affection, nor impair the veneration in which he 
was generally held. Without this attachment to him, the army 
must have been dissolved. To add to the embarrassments of 
the commander, a conspiracy was formed to displace him, and 
appoint Gen. Gates in his stead. But the attempt recoiled 

• 

upon its authors, and engraved the name of \Vashington still 
tleeper upon the hearts of his countrymen. Gen. Conway, 
who was the leader in this conspiracy, being wounded in a 
duel, and thinking his wound was mortal, wrote to Gen. Wash-

-, 

ington' "You are, in my eyes, tltegrcat and good man." , 
On the first of February, 1778, there were about four thou

sand men in camp unfit for duty for want of clothes. Of these, 
scarcely a man had a pair of shoes. The hospitals were filled 
with the sick. Had the enemy then marched out of winter 
quarters, they could easily have dispersed the American army. 
About this time France acknowledged the independence of the 
United States, and a fleet was in preparation to act upon the 
American waters. This rendered Philadelphia an unsafe po
sition for the British forces, and therefore Sir Henry Clinton 

• 

made immediate preparation to evacuate it. 9n the 17th of 
June, he marched toward New York, followed by Gen. Wash
ington, who·, contrary to the advice of his officers, engaged the 
enemy at Monmouth on ·the 28th. After a keenly-contested 
action, both armies, overpowered by fatigue and the excessive 
heat of the day, suspended the combat on the approach of eve
ning~ as by mutual consent.. Washington, wrapped in his mili-

• 

tary cloak, lay amidst his tired troops~ waiting for the day to 
renew the contest. But under the cover of the night the enemy 
silently withdrew, leaving him in possession of that hotly con
tested field, covered with two hundred and forty-nine of the 
dead of the British army. The British general, with his army, 
embarked at Sandy Hook, and sailed to 'New York, and the 
Americans once more took a position upon the banks of the 
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Hudson. From this time to the summer of 1780, Washington 
was not present at any of the active operations of the war, these 
being conducted in states mostly south of the Chesapeake. I 

I 
Early in May, a change carne over the aspect of affairs, 

which revived the latent hopes and energies of the country. 
Lafayette, after serving the army from the battle of Brandywine 
to that of Monmouth, had returned to France, where he had 
made such representations of American affairs as had inspired 
his countrymen with his own generous sentiments, now pre
sented himself in the camp, with the promise from the king of I 

speedy assistance by land and by se'a. In July, a French fleet, 
with between fivo and six thousand troops, under Count Ro
chambeau, anchored in the harbor of Newport. Committing 
the defence of the posts on the Hudson to Gen. Heath, Gen. 
Washington marched with Count Rochambeau to the Chesa
peake, to cooperate with the French fleet there. The siege of 
Yorktown, at which place the enemy was entrenched, com
me~lCed on the twenty-eighth of September; and on the nine
teenth of October, he reduced Cornwallis to the necessity of 
surrendering, with upwards of se\Ten thousand men, to the 
allied armies of America and France. The day after the 
capitulation, he ordered that those who were under arrest should 

I 
be pardoned, and that divine service, in acknowledgment of 
the interposition of Providence, should be performed in all the 
brigades and divisions. This...-event filled America with joy, 
and was the means of terminating the war. Few events of 
importance took place in 1782. In March, 1783, he exhibited 
his characteristic firmness and decision in opposing an attempt 
to produce a mutiny by anonymous letters. His address to his 
officers on this occasion, displays, in a remarkable degree, his 
prudence, and the correctness of his judgment. When he 
began to ~ead it, he found himself embarr~ssed by the imper
fection of his sight. Taking out his spectacles, he said,
"These eyes, my friends, have grown dim, and these locks 
white in the service of my country: yet I ltave never doubted 
Iter justice." He only could have repressed the spirit which 
was breaking forth. On the nineteenth of April, a cessation 

• 

, 
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of hostilities was proc~aimed in the American camp. In June, 
he addressed a letter to the governors of the several states, 
congratulating them on the result of the contest, in the estab-

i lishment of independence, and recommending an indissoluble 
; union of the states, under one federal head. It was with keen 
i distress, as well as with pride and admiration, that he saw his 
i 
: brave and veteran soldiers, who had suffered so much, and who 
, 

: had borne the heat and burden of the war, returning peaceably 

thing of mOIley in their pockets. On the twenty-fifth of No
! vember, New York was evacuated, and \Vashington entered 
i the city, accompanied by Gov. Clinton. On the fourth of De

cember, he took his farewell of his brave companions in arms. 
At noon, the principal officers of the army assembled at Frances' 

I taverD, and their beloved commander soon entered the room. 
His emotions were too strong to be concealed. Filling a glass 

I with wine, he turned to them and said, "\Vith a heart full of 
love and gratitude, I now take leave of yon. I most devoutly 
wish that your latter days may be as prosperous and happy, as 

I yeur former ones have been glorious and honorable. I cannot 
come to each of you to take my leave, but shall be obliged if 
you will come and take me by the hand." Gen. Knox, being 
nearest, turned to him. Incapable of uttera;nce, Gen. Wash
ington grasped his hand and em~raced him. In the same 

I affectionate manner he took his leave of each officer. In every 
eye was the tear of dignified sensibility, and not a word was 
spoken to intermpt the silence and tenderness of the scene. 
Ye men, who delight in blood slaves of ambition! '\11hen 
your work of blood, rapine, and death was finished, could you 
have thus parted with the associates of your . t? As Wash
ington passed through the corps of light infantry, drawn up on 
either side to receive him, "a gigantic soldier, who had moved 
by his side on that dark and terrible night when he marched on 

I Trenton, stepped forth· from the ranks, and, reaching out his 
arms, exclaimed, 'Farewell, my dear general, farewell.' 
Washington seized his hardy hand in both of his, and wrung it 
convulsively. In a moment an discipline was at an end, and 

, 

, 
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the soldiers broke their order, and, rushing around him, seized 
him by the hands, covering them with tears and sobs of sorrow. 
This was the last drop in the overflowing cup, and, as he moved 
away, his broad chest heaved, and the big tears rolled down 

• • 

his manly face." He passed to Whitehall, where a bargo was 
waiting to convey him away. The whole company followed 
ill mute procession, with dejected countenances. When he 
entered the barge, he turned to them, and, waving his hat, bade 
them a silent adieu, receiving from them the same affectionate 
compliment. 

On the twenty-third of December, he resigned his commis
sion. Entering the House of Congress, while a silence like 
that of death fiUed the chamber, he said, with that dif,llity 

.-- ,which became him, "Having now finished the work assigned 
me, I retire from the great theatre of action; and, bidding an 
affectionate farewell to this august body, under whose orders I 
have so long acted, I here offer my commission, and take my 
leave of the employments of life." Had he paused after 
fighting the battles of the country, "hilStory might have doubted. 
what station to assign him, whether at the head of her citizens, 
or her soldiers, her heroes, or her patriots. But the last glo
rious act crowns his career, and banishes hesitation. Who, 
like Washington, after having emancipated a hemisphere, 
resigned its crown, and preferred the retirement of domestic 
life to the adoration of a land which he might almost be said 
to have created." 

• 

" How shall we rank thee on glory's page, 
Thou more than soldier, just less than sage 1 
All thou hast been reflects less fame on thee, 
Far less than all thou hast forborne to be." 

He now retired to Mount Vernon, desi~ing to rest from the 
labors to which he had consecrated his youth and manhood, 

.. and to spend the evening of his days amid the comforts of his 
own household. . 

• 

But the country had yet more for him to do. After taking 
an active part as president of the convention which formed the 
pr~sent constitution of the United States, he was elected. in 
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1789, the first President of the confederacy. He accepted the 
appointment with great reluctance; but the 1:oice of the conti
nent, and of the world, the pressing solicitations of particular 
friends, and the apprehension that he should otherwise be con
sidered as unwilling to hazard his reputation in executing a 
system which he had assisted in forming, deterrr. ;,ned him to 

I accept the appointment. 

I to enter upon the duties of his high office. He every where 
received testimonies of respect and love. At Trent.on, the 
gentler sex rewarded him for his successful enterprise, and the 
protection he had afforded them twelve years before. On the 
bridge over the stream which passes through the town, was 
erected a triumphal arch, ornamented with laurels and flowers, 
and supported by thirteen pillars, each encircled with wreaths 

, 

, of evergreen. On the front of the arch was inscribed, in large 
gilt letters, 

THE DEFENDER OF THE MOTHERS 

WILL BE THE 

PROTECTOR OF THE DAUGHTERS. 

Here he was met by a party of matrons, leading their daugh
ters, who were dressed in white, and who, with baskets of 
flowers in their hands, sung, with exquisite sweetness, an ode 
written for the occasion. The young girls scattered flowers in 
his pathway, singing, 

" Strew your hero's way with Bowers. " 

His journey to N ew York was a triumphal march. \Vhen 
he reached that place, he was inaugurated first Presi;;~l1~ vf the 
United States. At the close of his first term of four yearEl, 'he 
prepared a valedictory address to the American people, anxious 
to return again to the scenes of domestic life. But the earnest 
entreaties of friends, and the peculiar situation of his country, 
induced him to be a candidate for a second election. He was 
chosen without opposition. The eight years of his adminis-
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tration were years of peculiar difficulty. An empty treasury, 
millions of debt, domestic agitation, and foreign intrigue, em~ 
barrassed all his movements. 'fhe various departments of 
government had to be filled, and the machinery of state set in 
motion. "He sought to execute the trust reposed in him by I 

the people, honestly, and to give a regular operation to the 
political machine, without violence and without intrigue. After 
witnessing the inauguration of Mr. Adams as his successor in 
office, \Vashington hastened to seek at Mount Vernon that 
happy retirement which he had long anticipated. But the din 
of war soon broke in upon the tranquil shades of his retreat. 
Tho spirit of the veteran soldier was roused by the insults 
offered to his country by France; and, laying aside all con~ 
siderations of age or ease, he accepted the chief command of 
the army of the United States, on the condition that he should 
not be called into the field until his presence became indispen~ 
sable; that necessity never occurred, but before peace was 
restored, \Vashington was no more. On the night of the lath 
of December, 1799, (having been exposed to a storm in the 
morning,) he was attacked by an inflammation of the throat, 
auu in twenty-four hours after, the. first luminary of America i 

was removed to a higher, brighter, happier sphere. The shock I 
of this event fell upon the country with the unexpected sudden
ness of an earthquake; dismay and affliction suspended all 
business; all ages and classes united in sorrow, and in demon~ 
strations of veneration and affection. • 

Having thus sketched the chief events in the life of Wash
ington, very little seems to be required; the value, the impor
tance, the results of that life are before the world. In the 
place of thirteen scattered, oppressed, and degraded colonies, 
struggling in poverty, and united only by a resolution to be free, 
we have an empire, rich, powerful, and independent, to found 
which, he, more than any other individual, contributed." " In 
life, malice never tarnished his honor; envy forbore to practice 
her craft; favored of heaven, he departed without exhibiting 
the weakness of humanity; magnanimous in death, the dark
ness of the grave could not obscure his brightness." " For 
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i himself, he had lived long enough to life and to glory; for his 
I fellow citizens, if their prayers could have been answered, he 
· would have been immortal." "The Republic may perish; the 
· wide arch of our ran.ged Union may fall; star by star its gIo-
• 

: ries may expire; stone by stolle its columns and its capitol 
may moulder and crumble; all other names which adorn its 

: annals may be forgotten, but as long as human hearts shall any 
, where pant, or human tongues shall any where plead for a true, 
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rational, constitutional liberty, those hearts shall enshrine the 
memory, and those tongues shall prolong the fame of 

GEORGE WASHINGTON." 

• 

THE END. 
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