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A

DISCOURSE

FromM

Lam. III. 22.

It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not confu-
med, becaufe bis compaffions fal nct.

H E pulpit is devoted, in general, to more
I important purpofes, than the fate of king-

doms, or the civil rights of human nature;
being intended, to recover men from the
flavery of fin and fatan—to point out their efcape
from future mifery, through faith in a crucified
Jelus——and to affift them in their preparations for
an eternal bleflednefs : But ftul, there are fpecial
times and feafons when it may treat of politics.
And furely, if it is allowable for fome who occu-
Py it, by preaching up the doctrines of non.re-
fiftance and paffive obediciice, to vilify the prin.
ciples, and to fap the foundations of that glori-
ous revolution, that exalted the houle of Hanover
to the Britifb throne ; it ought to be no tranf-
greflion in others, nor be conftrucd into a want
of loyalty, to fpcak confiftently with thofe ap-
proved tenets, that have made GeoxGE the third,
the firft of Lurcpean fovereigns, who otherwile,
with all his perfonal viitucs, might have lLived
an obicure Elector,
Having




6 A T/zank/gzwzgg

Having then, the pall morning of this pres
vincial t?lankfgiving, accommodated the tewt to
the cafe of individuals, I fhall new didicate it
according to its original 1atention, to the fervice
of the public, the fituation of whofv affairs, is,
both di#reffing and s.zronig.

Tre capital of the colony 1sbarbaroully trcated,
rretendedly for a crime, butactually, for the 'na
blc ftand fhe has miade in favour ot liberty, againit
the partifans ot ilovery. She has diftinguifhed
herfelf by an animated oppofition to arbitrary and
unconftitutional proccedings 3 and thercfore Lias
been markt out, by mipifterial vengeance, to be
made an example of, whereby te terrify other
American cities nto a tame {ubmiflicn,  She is
an example—and, thanks to heaven! an exams-
plc of patience and fortitude, to the no fmall mor-
tification of her enemics, whofe own bafe feclings
led them to imagine, that fhe would immediately
become an abject fuplicant for roval favour, tho!
at the expence of natural and charter’d rights.
Muy fome futnre hillorig, the friend of mankind
and citizen of the worid, have to record in his
faithful and cvor-living page, that fhe never truck.-
led, though  Britifh failors and foldiers, contrary
to their natural adcfion for the caulc of liberty,
were bafely employad to intimidate her ) but per-
feveringly heid o, through the fiery orial, cill
2 vevoluiton of mon wnd mealures Lrought on heg
deliveranc:.

; But it s not the camital alone that {ufiers. The
late venal Parlizent; i compliance with the di-
rections of adriiuiration, have, under the falfc
colour of reguining the guvernmert of the colo-
cellaead e coarter, D C‘;‘,’.\“;"t‘}'Cd dll!lg(i*

Ly, w
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DISCOURSE. 7

rous powers to individual, for the enforcing and
maintaining thole encroachments, that they have
ventured, in defiance of common equity, to make
upon the rights of a frec people.—And liad not
the calmnefs «nd prudence of others fupplied their
lack of wifdom, the country might by this time
have become an Aceldama. *

Urox the principles, which the Britifh legifla-
ture have adopted in their late extraordinary
proceedings, 1 fee not, how we can be certain of
any one privilege—nor what hinders our beng
really in a ftatec of flavery to an aggregate ot
mafters, whofe tyranny may be worfe than that
of a fingle defpot—nor that a man can with pro-
priety fay, Ais foul’s his own, and not the {pring
to move his bodily machine, in the performance
of whatever drudgery his lords may appoint—nor
that thc public have a permanent and valuable
conftitution. If the Britith legillature is the con-
{titution, or fuperior to the conftitution, Magna
Charta, the bill of rights, and the proteffant fucceffion.
thefe boafts of Britons, are toys to pleale the vul
gar, and not fulid fecurities,

Tue operation of the late unconftitutional 4l
of the Britifh Parliament, would not only de-

nive
¥ 1 take this opportunity of making my public acknowlcdgneme
to his Exczllency the Governor, for not having precipitat4
the country into a civil war—an event, which as, appears
by his letter, he ardently wifhes may neve: exift. Should the
continent be exercifed with fo great an evil, 1promife my
felf from the known humanity, the conftant attendant of
true bravery—the known humanity of the Bricith ofiz==s an!
troops, that they will not add barbarity, ta the unavoidibis
calamities of war : But fhould any hellilh policy order ic':
being done, the colonies, 'tis ta be fuzpofed, will dread 21,
kjf? ;banﬂavery *2 thafe <-ust mafters thae zan i Tre ynh f4va -
831.1%,
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prive the colony of invaluable priviieges. but in.
troduce a train of evils, little expeéted by the
generality, and give the Britith miniftryfuch an
afcendency in all public affairs, as would be to the
laft dangerous. *

| THE

*® In fupport of this paragraph, I fhall quote the fol'lowing raf-
fages, from the proteft of the Lords againft the regulating
Act, viz.

¢ The new conftitution of judicature provided by this Lill is
‘¢ improper, and incongruous with the plan of the admiftra-
““ tion of juftice in Great DBiitain,

“¢ The Governor and Council thus inftituted with powers,
““ with which the Britith conftitution has not tiufted kis Mae
“¢ jefty and his Privy-Council, kave the means of returning
““ {uch a jury in each particular caufe, as inay beft fuit with the
¢ gratification of their patlions, and interefts, The lives,
¢ liberties and propesties of the fubject are put into
‘“ their hands withkone controul ; and the invaluatle right of
““ trial by jury, is turned into a frnare for the people, who
 have hitherte louked upon it d» their main fecurity a-
‘¢ gainft the licentioufnefs of power,

““ We fee inthis bill the fame {cheme of firengthening the au-
““ thority of the cticers and minifters of flate, af the cxper.e
¢ of the rights and liberties of the fubfeét, which was indicated
‘¢ by the inaufpicious act for thutting up the harbour of Bof-
‘¢ ton.

“ By that aét which is immediately conne€ed with this 1iil,
¢ the example was fet of a large important city (contain-
““ ing vait multitudes of pecple, many of whom muft te in-
“ nocent and all of whom are unhenid) by an arbitrary fen-
¢ tence deprived of the advantage of thut port, upon which
““ all their means of livelihoud did immediatcly depend,

*“ This preferipticn is ot made determinable on the payment
““ pf a fine tor an offence, or a compenfation for an injury ;
““ but is to continue until the minificrs of the Crown fhall
‘¢ think fit to advife the King in Council to revoke it.

* ‘The legal condition of the fulject (ftunding wnattainted by
** conviction, for tieafon or icleny (ought never to depend
*¢ upun the arbiteary will of any perfon whatfoever, *

t would add alfo. Tke claufe in the regulating act, refpeét-
virg town meetings, leaves it in the power of a Gevernor, to
seevent teew all 4t pleafure, thofz only excepted for the choice

of
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A

THE {pirited behaviour of the country under
thefe innovations, has charm’d, and afirighted,
numbers : ‘And, fhould it be continued, with pru-
dence unremitted zeal and true fortitude, will
produce monuments of praife more lafting than
brafs ; even though it fhould not prove fuccefs.
ful, which is fcarce fuppofable. |

\ B o THE

oftown officersin March, andfor the choiceof Reprefentatives.
Neither the moit trifling, nor the moft important bufinefs can
be legally tranfatted, fo as to be binding upon the inhabitants,
even in the moft diftant towns of the government, withoue
leav: firf? had and obtained éf the Governor im writing, expref-
Sfing fuch fpecial bufinefr, though it thould happen that if
not done, within lefs time than neceflary for the obtaining
ot that leave, it cannot be done at all. The town's-men
can neither lay out a new road, nor raife monies for men-
ding an old onc: nor can they fettle a minifter, without
obtaining the exprefs written leave of the Governor. Yea,
they are forbid fo much asto talk, for they are not to
treat, of any other matter at their March meeting, ex-
c?pt the election of their officers, mor at amy cther meeting,
except the bu_/ine/{ exprefl:d in the l:ave grven by the Go-
vernor, or in his abfence by the Licutenant Governor.  If this
is not to eftablith flavery by legiflative authority, | beg
to know what is? The arbitrary mandates of the Grand
Monarch enjoining his flaves filence, when ftate affuirs are
difagrecalle to the putlic, will fearce be thought by many,
fo great an attack upon the rights of mankind, as an attempt
1o perpetuite fomething of the like nature by a permanent
law, Should the favourite of a Governor bhave emtezded
the towns-money, how fhill a meeting be obtained to vote
and order a profecution againft him ? Should a candidate
be reportel as a warm friend to the literties of the peo-
ple, how fhull leave be had for his being fettled, though
unanimoufly approved of, and admired ? Should an oppref-
fed town be defirous of ftating it's grievances, and praying
a redrefs, how (hall the inhabitants do it in a corporate
capacity, fhould the Commander in chief be prejudiced
againft them ? Should the elefors be inclined to inftruct
their reprefentatives upon matters of the higheft concern to

them, how fhall they d» it without vielating the law, whchn
tne
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Trt diftreffrs that the late aéts have already
accafloned, a1 - many and great; and too well
knowii to requ.re anenomeration : And yet, could
we be fecure of a fpeedy relief, in the permanent
redrefs of our grievances, we fhould foon forget
them. But we have our fears, left they {kould
be only the beginning of forrows ; and are im
deubt, whether we may not be called to experi-
ence the horrors of a civil war; unlefs we will
difgrace our defcent, meanly fubmit to the lofs
of our privileges, and leave to pofterity—the ma-
ny millions that {hall people this continent, in leis
than a century—bonds and fetters. )
| - The

the Ruler’s interef prevents his giving them leave ? A thou-
fand other events are made to depend upon the arbitrary
wi.' of a Governor, by the claufe before us. And why
are all the towns of the colony to be reduced to fuch
flavifh dependance ? Becaufe, as the Britith legiflative afferts,
“ agreat abufe his been made of calling town meetings,
““ and the inhabitants have, cintrary to the defign of their
‘“ inftitution, been mifled to treat upon matters of the moft
‘‘ general concern, and to pafs many dangerous and un-
“ warrantable refolves,” O abominable ! That a people
fhould ke deprived of their precicus and long enjoyed liber-
ties, not for any wilfully perverfe known crime, but be-
caufe of their being foolifhly mifed. Why did not %the
wife miniftry eafe themfelves of the oppofition given them
by the city of London, by a iike regulation of their charter,
upon the ground of the citizens having been miflcd # Why do
they rlot, upon the fame ground, prevent all corporation and
county meetings in Great-Britain, that fo they may not e
pefterd with any future petitions or remonftrances ? But,
fhould the operation of “e regulating at be fecured, who
can tell, now long it wi.. ve, ere the Britifh legiflative wiil
aflipn the folid reafon of having been mified to treat upen
mattzrs of the moff general concern, and 1o pafs many dange-
roxs and unwarrantable refolves, for fufpending all the Ame-
ricnn  aflemblies, or at leaft for reducing the members of
each, to the more convenient number of the 2orker; ?

I decline as wholly unneceffary, all remarks vpon the mif-
7lled a& for the impartial adminiftration ¢f Juflice 8¢,

3y
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The important day is now arrived, that muft de-
mine whether we fhall remain free ; or, alas! be
brought into bondage, aftcr having long enjoyed
the fw. :ts of liberty. The cvent will prabably be
fuchas is our own condust.  Will we conform to
the once exploded, but again courtly, doétrines of
paflive obedience and non.r¢fiftance, rather than
hazard life and property, we may have the honour
ot burning under the heats of fummer, and freez-
ing under the colds of winter, in providing for
the luxurious entertainment of lazy, proud,
worthlels penfioncrs and placemen. *

WiLL

* Thece are fume honoyrable exceptions to this general intima-
tion ; but they are fo few that they can fave themfelves only
and not the Ii/# from deferved reproach,

la the year 1697, the penfions amounted only to feven thoufand

. and feventy feven pounds ferling ; but in the year 1705,
they amouated to eighteen thoufand one hundred and eleven
pounds. Since then they have increaled to a moft enormous fumn,
A late publication informs us, that, about ten years back,
there was a million of dabt contracted on the 6:? per pound
tax laid on penfions. The intereft of a million at 4l. per
cent, being forty thaufand pounds per aanum, the penfions,
to have anfwered for it, mult have amounted to one million
fix hunired thoufind pounds per annum ; if at 31. per. cent
to one million two hundred thoufand, There might pothibly
kive been a deficiency in this fund, but it cinnot be thought
that the finaacier would have propofed it, had it beenvery
confiderubly deficient, '

1 heartily with that fome, who have leifure, and can procure
the neceflary materials, would inform the public, as uear as
poffible, what fums are exhaufted by places and penfions.
As to the numerouys expenditures in the fecret fervices of
sewards, bribery and corruprion, jobs and contralls, they
muft rem+in among the arcana imperii, But wasavir-
tuoys patriotic adminiftration to clofe all thofe unnecetlary
drains, whereby the wealth of Great-Britain is carried off,
they would in a few years of peacs, greatly reduce the national
debt, and have no temptation to gull the people, under a
pretence of eafing them by American taxes, when they de-
fipn only to provide for their numerous Jependants, and
to increafe the power of the crown, alius the minifiry,
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WiLL we make our appeal to hcaven againdt
the intended oppreflion ; venture all, upon the
notlé principles that broughtithe houfe of Hanover,
into the pofleflion of the Briti/h diadem ; and not
fear to bleed freely in the caufe, not of a particu-
lar people, but of mankind in general ; we fhall be
likely to tranfmit to future generations, thcugh
the country thould be wafted by the {word, the
moft effential part of the fair patrimony recetved
from our brave and hardy progenitors, the right
of poflefling, and ef difpofing ot, at our own op--
tion, the honeft fruits of our induftry. Howe-
ver, it’s alarming to think, that, through the mifta-
ken policy of Great-Britain, and the abfurd noti-
on of perfifting in wrong meafures for the ho-
nour,of government, we may be obliged to pafs
through thofe difficulties, and to behold thofe
icenes, and engage in thofe fervices that are fhock-
ing to humanity, and would be intolerable, but
for the hope of prcferving and perpetuating our
liberties. Our trade ruin’d, our plantations trod-
en down, our cattle flain or taken away, our
property plundered, our dwellings in flames, our
tamilies infulted and abufed, our friends and
relatives wallowing, and our own garments rolled,
in blood, are calamities that we arc not accuftom-
edto, and that we cannot realize but wi(j; th: :t-
moft pain : And yet we muft expect more or lefs
of thefe, thould we be compelled to betake our-
{elves to the fword in behalt of our rights. *Tis
not a little grievous to be alarmed with the ap-
prehenfion of fuch fevere trials, unlefs we will in
our conduét refemble thofe fimple oncs, that for
the fuke of indulging themfclves in prefent eafe

and
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and plenty, barter away their whole intereft in
future happinefs. * |

But though the fituation of public affairs is
toth diftreffing and alarming ; it is by far better
than we have deferved, from the Sovereign of the
aniverfe. It would have been much worfe had we
been dealt with according to our demerits. [¢
is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not confumed, be-
caufe bis compaffions fail not. Some may atfirft hears
ing obje® againft this, as being too ftrong an
expreflion, and may think, confideringthemorals
of the people when compared with the inhabitants
of other places, that it & ril-applied. lam rea-
dy to allow, that the morals of this people, taken
cellectively, are fuperior to thofe of other places
(Conne&icut excepted, where I {uppofe they are
nearly the fame) whether in the new or the old
world, all things confidered ; and I cannot but
view, as a ftrong proof hereof, the order that
prevails through the country, nowv that the exe-
cution of the laws, becaufc of the peculiarity of the
times, is fufpended. And yetafter all, I muft hold
to the text; and, that wc may be fully con-
vinced, and be duely affe€ted with the truth of
it, thall make fome remarks upon this people, cen-
fidered as the fubjects of God’s moral goverment.

1. In
* It may be objetted, that the points in difpute are too tri-
fling to jultify the hazard of fuch fevere trials, It
will be anfwerzd, that “tis the priweiples the continent
is oppofing, in it's attempts to pievent the eftablifhment of
precedents.  The resl difpute 15, whethor the long enjoyed
conftitntion of thefe American ¢olonies, when they are mot
confenting to it, thall be liablz to everv alieration, that
a legillative, three thouf .nd miles off, thall think conveni-
ent and prefitable to themfelves-—and whether 2 noufe of
commons at that diltance, to which (hoy neither do. nor can
fend a fingle reprofentative, fhall difpole of their propurty at
pleafure, Obfla Priuiipiis.
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1. In the firft place I remark, that the preva.
lency of any vices and immoraliticc among this
people, muit be peculiarly provoking.

Circumfitances aggravate or alleviate the crimes
of focieties, no lefs than of ﬁnfgle perfons ; and
far- more and other is expected from fome, than
- from many others in a very different fituation
- and condition.

Now it fhould be remembered, that this is
is but a young people, ‘not a hundred and ffty
years old ; for, they were not a people for the few
firft years of their {éttlement in this wildernefs,
no more than a fmill company, who muft have
foon perifthed by the hands of the native Indians,
had not God interpofed. Their youth is zn ag.
gravation to the crimes committed by them. For
a young perfon to be given to vice, though he
has a corrupted nature the fame asothers, is high-
Iy offenfive. Welook for a decent, modeft, and
orderly behaviour in /..

 In like manner, a ysung Aate thould be pure
in its morals ; fhould be addiéted to no particular
vices ; thould obferve the utmoft regularity of be-
haviour ; and fhould not even think of, much lefs
pradtife, the crimes too generally to be met with
in countries of long flanding, when attained to
their height in power and affluence.  There is an
utterunfitnefs in the former’s attempting toimitate
the latter. Can wefuy, that this riling young
ftate is clear as to this matter ; that it has not co-
picd the corrupt manners of 1t’s aged parent ; and
that it hath not it’s particular vices that are a re.
proach to it ? However willing we may be, thro’
{elf love and native fondnefs, to apologize for it ;
we cannot confcicntioudly pronounce it not-guilty,
while we know how notorious, intemperance,
unclcannefs, luxury and irreligion arc among us,
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But another thing that makes the vices and
unmoralities of this people peculiarly provoking,
15, their defcent and education. The f{ins of a
youth defcended from pious parents, who has had
good examples fet him, and who has been care-
tully educated, are worfc than thofe of a common
youth, that has not enjoyed fuch advantages.

Now the anceftors of this pcople were eminently
godly. It wasthe ftrength of their zeal for "true:
unadulterated religion, and the ardour of their.
love to God and Chrift, that prevailed upon them”
to venture over the great deep, and te Yuck an a.’
bodc in this then inhofpitable and dangerous coun.
try ; and that rcconciled them to the numberlefs
difliculties, that they hiad long to cncounter, with-
out ever attaining to the various comforts that
we enjoy. They werc concern’d to perpetuate the
fame {pirit of piety which they were actuated by ;
paid great attention to the rifing generation ;
and wifely provided for the good inftruction of
fucceeding ones. Wherein can we charge them
with want, either of wifdom, or faithfulnefs to
pofterity ? Do we not ftill reap the fruits of their
contrivance and foreiight, though not in fo am.
ple a manner as might be, through our own
faultinefs ? Judge ye, what could have been done
more, through their inftrumentality, for this part
of the Lord’s vincyard, than what hath been
done ? Wherefore then, hath it brought forth fo
many wild and bad grapes, when 1t fhould have
yielded the choiceli fruit? Is not this people
{trangely degenerated, {o as to poflefs but a faint
refemblance of that godlinefs, for which their
torefathers were eminent ! And, could thefe laft

APRS
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appear for a while, again in this colony, with the
common paflions and fentiments of human na.
ture, would they not ftand amazed at the finful.
nefs of the prefent gencration, and be ready to
difown them for their pofterity ! Isit not another
Fcneration of profeflors, very difterent both as to
entiments and practice, from that which by their
emigrations for confcicnce fake, firft planted the
gofpel in New-England ; would not the like zeal
tor the leading doéirines of chriftianity, and the
like ftritnefs in morals, that prevailed in the firft
fettlers, be feverely cenfured and be ftigmatized
by fome reproachful epithet, as in their day, by
the generality among us, though through the {pi-
rit of the times, the perfecution might not be
more than that of the tongue. They that will
diveft themfelves of prejudice, and judge impar-
tially, will be obliged, 1 apprehend, to acknow-
ledge that this people do not anfwer to the ho-
nourablenefs of their defcent ; any more than to
the care that was taken by their predeceflors, for
their bein% well-educated in the principles and
practices of religion ; the fu// benefit of which care,
though they may not enjoy, through the cenfura.
ble faultinefs of fome in negleting their duty,
yet is {0 far enjoyed, asthat people in general, in-
cluding all ranks, are not bette~ inftructed and e-
ducated any where, it is probable, than in this
country. But certainly the more honourable
their religious defcent, and the better their edu-
cation, the more provoking muft their vices and
immoralities be ; and nothing can be more wor-
thy of their particular confideration, efpecially in
thefe threatning times, than thofe words in the
qd of Amos 2d. wherein the Lord addreffes the

children ot Ifrael faying, Yeu enly have I known of all
the




DISCOURSE. 17

the families of the carth ; therefore I <otll punifb you
Jor all your iniqiaties. 1 1night add more particu-
lars to this firft remark, but chuie to make them
diftinct ones of themfclves. ~

2. I therefore proceed to mention in the fecend
place, that thc obligations this people are under
to holinefs, are fpecial, from the many appearan-
ces of Godin their favour, and his having fo mul-
tiplicd and cxalted them.

ITow oft has the fupreme Governor of the
univerfe wonderfully, next to miraculoully, in-
terpofed for their deliverance, when in the ut-
moft dunger! Their cnemies expected to fwal-
low them up, and were upon the point of
doing it, when providence hath critically in-
interpofed, fo that they have efcaped, like a bird
out of a fnarc that has been thrown overit. When
their cagernefs to co-operate with the parent ftate,
in reducing the power of the ccmmon cnemy, led
them into a bold and dangerous enterprize, in
which it they had mifcarricd they would have
becn fubject to an almolt irreparable damage, and
which muft have mifcarried according to the ufus
al courfe of human ai:d military aflairs, had not
ipecial events, carrying in them the evident marks
of providential appointment, though in the ac-
countof theunbelicver purcly cafual—Ifay, which
mufthavemifcarried, had not {pecizl events turned
up; it pleafed God to order the exiftence of them,
and, by crowning the expediticn with fuccefs, not
only to avert the tran of evils that muft other-
wife have followed, bt to give this people, then
indeed in their infancy, 2 NaME among the war-
like veteran ftates of Eurgpe, and to fhow the
world, what a few raw provincials conld do, un-
der the fmiles and care of heaven, againft foitifi-
cations and batteries really flrong, and defended

((. ‘J"/’
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by regulars, though not by Britons. May they
never lofc ¢hat NaME, nor blaft the laurels gained
at Louifbcury, by any future cowardly conduct,
when it is not conquclt, but liberty and property
that arc at ftake! -

Gop hath not only appearcd for this people,
but hath greatly multiphed and exalted them.
They werc at firft a few men in number, yea, ve-
ry few and ftrangers in the land. Thecy camc
from a well cultivated kingdom to a favage people
and a wild country, enough to difcourage the
ftouteft. However they ventured to take up their
abode in it, and, through the original blefling of
heaven upon them, which perhaps never difplay-
ed itfelf and wrought more cffectually, except in
the inftance of the Jews, they are become a con.
fiderable nation, poflefs a tolerabletharc ot wealth,
and would enjoy much public happinefs, were the
painful difputes between them and the parent
country comfortably terminated. The face of
the colony is not lefs changed for the better fince
firft {ettled, than what is fet forthin the language
of lfaiah’s prophecy, the wildernefi and the fulitary
place fhall be glad ; the defert fhall rejoice and blsf-
fom as the rofe. 1t fhall bioffom abundantly, and re.
foice even <uith foy and finging, the glory of Lebanin
Shall be given unta it, the excellency of Carmel and Sha-
ron.  They fball fee the glory of the Lord, and the e¢x-
cellency of aur God. Ha. 35. 1, 2. Thefe enume-
rated, are /peczal obligations on this people to ho-
linefs. But does their holinefs correfpond with
them ? Are the fruits yiclded by them fuited to
fuch benefits? Are they that manner of people,
that might have been expected ; and that they
cngaged to be when under difficulties, and in great
perplexity through threatning appearances ?h Or

ave
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have they not, like the Jews of old, after finging
the divine praifes, forgot the werks of Gad, and
the worders he hath thowed them ? And hath not
thecaftof their atter-conduct evidenced, that, in re-
newing their engagements with him in the day of
their aflliction, they did flatter bim with their moutt,
and lied unto him <with itheir tongues ; and that
their beart wwas net right with bim ; for, they have
not been Redfaft tn his covenant, have not walked a-
grceable to the defign and purport of God’s cove-
nant of grace, with which they have in much
mercy, been made acquainted.

3. I fhall now remark in the third and laft
place, that thongh the appearances of religion
among this people, are great and many, yctat is
to be fearcd, that real rehigion is {earce, that the
power of godlinefs is rare, and that while there
15 much outward thow of refpect tothe Deity therc
1s but little inward heart confurmity to him.

Individuals are jufily entitled to the benefit of
an exception, notwithitanding which it may be ap-
plicd with too much truth to the community asa
body, this pecple drazweth nigh unte me <uith their
mauth, and honourcth me avith their lips, but tleir
beavt is far from me. Math. 15. 8. What 1s rehigi-
on with the generality, morc than being baptizad,
attending public worthip ftatedly on the Lord™
day, owning the covenant, coming to the Lord’s
table, and then being ordeily in the outward do.
portment ! If, befides all now mentioned, there 1+
a {trict attendance upon private prayer, and the
turther addition of family, though the prayer
{hall confift of nothing more than the repeatin;
of a ceriain {et of words that the tongue has been
habituated to, the goodnefs of fuch religion nuit
not be quettioned ; though not procceding 1 um’a

W ATy
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‘wok of regencration—not produced ougmally
by any fpecial influences of the holy Spirit—not
mion* yanted, with any favmg illuminations from
abou, with any fpiritual view of the divine glo-
ries, any truc hatred to fin, any fenfc of the heau.
ty of holinefs, any foul- i.mc'htymg love to God
and the Lord Jefus. Is there not a great, though

~unhappy affinity, between the cafe of this people
relizioufly confidered, and that of the Lacdiccar
church, as defcribed hy the Alpha and Omcga in
Rev, 13- 18

0
J.

- THE cbove ramarks upon this pcople, confider-
. f-d as the {ubjgds of God’s moral government, be-
ing dudly wclghed, fhall we not be brought to
own with mehty and gratitude, that i 15 of the
Lord’s mereazs t'/ut we are not confumed, becaufe his
(fmpa[ on fail 1ist,  As yct we are mot confumed.

Though, w hcn we look down from the adjoin.
ing hills, ard behold the capital, we cannot but
lament faying, ¢ How is the gold become dim !
“ how is the moft fine gold changed ! haw does
““ her port mourn, becauie licr thipping come not
¢~ to her as formerly @ all her wharts are defolate !
““ how is fhe poflefled and furrrounded by an ar-
“- med force, as thoughi i the hands of an ene.
“ my! Yet, Deffed be God ! the doth not fit foli-
“tary s fhe is full of people : fhe is honourable
“ among the nations : {he is as a princefs among
*- the provinces, feeing that fhe hath not mcanl)
‘“ become tiibutary. “She weepeth fore in the
< night, and her tears arc oa her cheeks : but,

¢ like beauty in diftrefs, fhic 1s the more engaging.

¢ She hath many lovers to comfort her; and her
¢ fricnds have not dzalt treacheroully with her,
¢ {o far from having becomes hLir enemijes. Her

¢~ jnhabitant; are fuflering, Lt nof farving, Her
- prietls
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< priefts and her elders have not given up the
¢ ghoft, while fecking meat to relieve then foul.
¢ The tongue of the {fucking child cleaveth not
¢ to the roof of his mouth for thirft. The youn

¢¢ children afk not bréad, without any man’s of.
¢ fering to break it urito them. We{fee not her
dwellings and public buildings, both civil and
facred, in flames ; and the whole becoming, by
a {pcedy deftruction, an horrid heap of ruins. »

Though, when we furvey the country, we be-
moan the attempts that have been made upon the
ancient foundations of its civil government, which
it fuccefstul, will in all ‘probability, after a time,
undermine and deftroy 1it’s reli?ou’s liberties'; yet
we are thankful, that no dwelling hgs been de-
ftroycd—— that none of any party, have as yet -pe-
rifhed, by the thocks they have occalioned in the
{tate—that the {fword hath not been commiflioned
by hcaven to deftroy, and the way to anaccommo-
cdation been rendered ftill niore inaccefiible, thro’
the fhedding of blood. We adore the goodnefs
ot God, which has kept us from being confumed
by the ravages of war. It is of the Lord's mercics
that we are not confumed, becaufe bis compaffions fail
not.  And much more fo, that, in the diftrefling
and alarming fituation of our public affairs, there
have been {fo many favourable circumftances to
preferve us from fainting, to hearten us up, and
to cncourage our hopes, in expecting that we thall
at length, in the exercile of prudence, fortitud: ,and
picty, get well through our difficulties.
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ITere allow me to run through a bricf fiimma-
ry of thefe favourable circumftances, compofed
of the following particulars—Th: nifing and
growing confiltency of fentiments in the friends
of liberty, which hath led ene affembly and ano-

ther
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ther on this continent, to attempt prcventing the
further introduétion of flaves among them, tho’
herein they have been counter-acted by governors,
and which the American Congrefs h'ath\,vic'lil {o
much wifdom and juftice adopted—The increa-
ling acquaintance with the rights of confcience in

-

matters of religion, as hclonging.cqually alikc to
men of all. parties and denaminations, while they
conduct as good mernbers of givil {ocicty, without
endeavouring to injure thejr neighbours of differ-
ent or oppofitc fentiments— I'he” blundering po-
licy of the Britith miaiftry, in giving fo crucla
calt to the Bofton Port.bill, taking away by it
private property and fubjecting it’s reftitution o
the pleafure-of the Sovereign’; in following that fo
haftily with other acts, equally unjuit and morc
ext.nlively pernicious, affécting the whole colony,
‘and built upon principles and claims, that renda-
ed every dwelling ‘plantation and right through
the Continent precarious, dependent on the will
of the parliament, or rather of the junto or indi-
vidual, that hath the power of managing it; in
declaring openly while fupporting the bills, that

their deﬁgn was not againft a fingle town or colo-

ny. but againft - all Aﬁxcrica;in prefuming, that
the other towns and culonies, upon receiving the
dreadful ncws, would turn pale and tremble, con-
ccal their fpirit of refentment and oppofition, in
{neaking profeflions of tame fubmiffion and aban-
don the diftrefled, though their own ruin muit
have followed upon it,however flowly; and, upon
fuch prefumption, negleting to divide in time, the
different colonies, by flattering promifes fuited to
their feveral fituations, and by fecret purchafis,
~ere they could torm a gendral union—"1T he re-cfta-
blithment of arbitrary power and a dcfpotic go-
vernment, ina moflt cxtenfive and purpoicly ¢n.

Lyia e
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Jarged country, contrary to the royal declaration
given a few years before, qualified fomewlat to
the inhabitants, by that formalfccurity of *neir re-
ligious liberty, which was no ways wznting ; but
as 1s generally, 1 fear jufily, thought, with the bafe
diabolical defign of procuring their affiftance, if
required, in quelling the {pirit of freedom among

the natural and loyal fubjectsof Great-Britain— *
The

* I have no objefiion tothe Canedians being fully fecured
in the enjoyment of their religion, however erroneous and
anti-chriftian it may appear to me, as a proteftant : Bug to
the Britith legiflative’s not having given an waiverfal effa-
blifhment to the rights of confcience among them.  The rights
of confciencs are too facred for any civil poweron earth to
interdict, wherein they produce not cwvert aéls againit
the neceffary and eflential rights of civil fociety —[ fay,
neceffary and effential, to guard againft the reafonings of inte-
refted dcfigning pricfts of every denomination, who are
for forming unnatural alliances between church arnd ftate,
the fword of the Spirit and the fword of the magiftrate.
Argumeuts drawn from the anc'ent Jewith Theocracy, are
of no avail, "till the cxiltence of a chriftian Theocracy i<
proved, in dirett oppofition to the words of our great Lea-
der, who bath faid Aly &ingdom is nct of this world.

Should the neceflity of our artuirs convene another Congrefs,
hope 2mong other things, it wili be agreed upon, as the pro-
per {lid bafis for the tirmeft and moft extenfive union, that
every colony fhould retain, while the majority of it are fo
pleafed, whatever is it's prevailing form of religion, and
admit of an univerfal teleration, to all other perfuafions,
whether profeflors of chriftianity or not.

'Twas a fpecial pleafure to me, on my firft arrival in America
among the friendly Philadclphians, to obferve how Papifis,
Epifcopalians, Moraviant, Lutherans, Calvinifis, Metho-
difts and Quakers, could nafs each other peaceatly, and in
good temper, on the {ultath, after having broke up their
refpective affemblies—which I could not but take notice of,
in an early letter to my native country.

[t may Le faid, that notwithftanding this apparent regard for
the rights of confcience, | am really unfriendly to them,
unlefs 1 will admit of 21 American epifcopate. Thaugh
frome way e pi‘f'juriirc'd 2w gt e, foom the f?bbing, ranca-

rous
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~—The{peedy arrival of the Port-billin thecommon
way of conveyance, whereby fome difficultics were
avoided and fome advantages enjoyed, while ad-
miniftration was not {fo merciful, as to attempt
giving us the carlieft intelligence of what had been
done—It’s arrival at Bofton, New-York and Virgina,

ncarly

rous and abufive oppofition that certain D. D's are continu-
ally making to meafures for preferving the civil rights of
this continent, (whofe condut 1 can eatily account for, and
who have doubtlefs received intelligence, as well as myfelf,
that the defign of fending a Bifhop to America, as foon as cir-
cumflances will admit, is certainly kep: in view ; and that
------- is intended for the fee : And men, whofe am-
bitious hopes of a deancry, arch-deiconfthip, or crofier,
are likely to be difappointed by the public manoeuvres in fa-
vour of liberty, will be out of humour, and thould be
patiently born with, though they wvent their fpleen againft
liberty itfelf.) Yet, the rights of epifcopalians are not thereby
forfeited : and whenever the majority of them, laity included,
(and not a few of the leading clergy, who are for moreho-
mage than the prefent equality admits ) are defirous of
an American epifcopate, and will fec to it's being with fe-
curity, that the Bifhop and every other dignitary, fhall
be confined purely to fpiritual matters—ifhall have no more rule
in civil concerns, than the parochial pricft—fhall be main-
tained by no kind of tax, but by voluntary contributions, or
from legacies given a full year before the death of the teftator,
when coming out of a real eftate—and fhall be deprived of
all power to injure or interrupt other denominations, let
them be gratified. It will have agood effect, and will pre-
vent our young men's making a trip to England for orders,
which generally proves dangerous—to their love of freedom.
Butit will be long enough, 'ere fome who have been ardu-
cufly labouring to accomplifh a proteftant American epifco-
pate, will, with dll their confcientious attachmentto, ard
eal for it, agree to it’s exiftence in this new world upon fuch
equitable conditions ; as may be inferred, from the fittle at-
tention paid to what L--d S---g mentioned to them, at orin
the neighbourhood of Amboy.
A« io the civil eftablithment given to the Canadians by the Que-
bec bill, the flavery of it hasbeen admirably expsfed in thead-
drefs of the Congrefs ; and yet, was i+ a fast, tas: the Lady of

LN
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néarly at the fame time—The firmnefs that the
Boftonians thowed upon the occafion—~The indigs
nation with which it was received, as the news
flew through the continent—The {pirited behavi-
our of the noble Virginian Aflembly, * whereby.
they haftened their own diffolution—The accounts
from different places and colonics, forwarded to
the capital for her encouragement under her dif«
trefs, and to affure her of afliftance and {upport,
and that they confidered her’s in the true light of
a common caufe ; not in confequence of, but
ere they had reeeived, her applications for advice
and direétion, with the frate of her fituation—The
forwardnefs, which thcwed itfelf every where, to
contribute to her relief, and to adopt meafures
that might, in the iffue, recover and fecure the

liberties

the French inhabitants preferred it to every other form, I am

of Lord Littleton’s opinion, that they thould have it while

they requefted it ; we have reafon however to believe, that the

mode cf trial by juries was defired by the bulk of the people,

and that it was taken away to gratify the petty noblefse of the

country, who were for eajoying, as when under France, the
power of opprelling their inferiors. But furely care ought to

have been takenby provifos in the act, that Britons fhould not

have been fhut out from fettling in a country, for the conqueft

of which they did and do contribute, without givihg up

their liberties and commencing flaves : And that a Britifb

Gentleman, was he pleafed to make the tour of Canada, might

not be expofed to an imprifonment by a letter de cachet from

a Governor, in confequence of fecret inftruétions from home,

fhould he have unhappily fallen under the Ligh difpleafure of
a Britith miniftry.

* Many political minifterial writers have, with a malicious
cunning, attributed to the Ma(fachufetts more merit in oppo-
fing the attempts againft American rights, than it's entitled
to. The epifcopal colony of Virginia bravely led in the
movements at the time of the Stamp-Adt ; and was ths firft.
that, by their alfembly, declared againft the Beffon Port-Lill,
inthe frongs® term: of a0 bonelt indignation




26 A Thankfgiving

liberties of this and the other colonies—The fur.
prifing agrecment in opinion, that has prevailed
in perfons at a great diftance from each other,
while confulting for the general good, whereby
they have been led to tranfmit by letters, nearly
the fame propofals to cach other, as though the
infpiration of the Moft High gave them the like
underftanding—The fixing upon a general Con.
grefs, and chufing delegates, altho’ infeveral places,
govcrumental chicanery was ufed to prevent it
«The tender compaflionate feelings that every de-
legatc of whatfoever denomination, without re-
gard to party diftinétions, difcovered for the Bot-
tonians, under the free and aftecting prayer of
a worthy epifcopalian*, when at the opening ot
the congrets thcy had been alarmed with the talic
rumour that Bgfon had been attacked by the mi-
litary and navy—The amazing conlequences that
this falfc alarm did, and continues to, preduce. It
proved the means of thowing that the colonifis
were not to be intimidated, though martial ap-
pearances werce to terminate in actual hollihities
that they would be volunteers in the caufe of 1.
berty ; and that they meant not to avoid fighting,
whencever it became neceflary. [t put many thou-
fands upon boldly betaking  themiclves to arms,
and marching forward, as they apprehended, to
the afliftance of their opprdled fellow fubjcéts.
[t kindled a martial fpirit, that has ipread through
various colonics, and put the inhabitants upon
perfeéting themiclves in the military excrcife, that
fo they may be early prepaied tor the worft.  To
that it has been owing, ina great meafure, that
the continent Lias put on fuch a warlike appea-
rance ;3 that companies Lave been tormed, and we

continually

* ‘[kc¢ Reve Mo, Ducke,
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coatinually training, as far down as to, and cven
in Virginia, if not further * ; and that they will

be better prepared, than was ever befos 2 the cafe,

to repel all mwvalions, that mpay be made upon

thetr natural and conftitutional rights, cven tho’

iupported by a Britith army. Should Brtifh (>f.

ficers and troops, wrongly imagiune, that ther

commiflions and oaths oblige them to ad, tho’

in oppolition to thote very principles of the con-

flitution that fupports them, and empowers the

King to give them  their commiffions, inftead of

‘recollodting, that all obligations entred into, muft
neceirwrily be attended with this provifo, that

they are not contrary to and fubverfive of the

conftitution, and that it is a reverence for, and

love to the conftitution that diftinguithes the

Joldier trom the mercenary : Still, they would have
no inclination to fight with fellow fubjects, whofe
only fault was an cxceflive love of freedom, and

a fixed determination not to fubmit, to what they

veally believed, were defigned attacks upon their

moft precious libertics.  In fuch circumitances,

may we not hope, that the foriner would rather
wifhto cleape with honour, than to difgrace them-

felves with conquelt, and that the men of mipht
svould iot friod therr hands.  Butihould it be other-
wife, and their native bravery be facrificed
fupport of a bad caafe.; yet it might be too hard
a tafk for them to fubdue their brethren, when
highting pro aris et fecis, for all that is dear ;

and who almoft univerfally excel in the art ot
ftriking u mark, by which the waltc of ammu.
nitiou

“ We areinformed of the like in Svurh Carclina,
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nition will be greatly prevented * , the want of
field artillery will not be much, nor long felt,
under a commander that has fkill to avoid being
attacked, and to chufe his ground for attacking,
in a country with which he is perfetly acquain-
ted, and where every inhabitant, even the chil-
dren, are ftanding fpies upon all the motions of
an adwerfary, But as I earneftly beg of heaven,
that the redrefs of our grievances may be obtain-
ed witheut fighting ; I {hall not dwell longer up-
on this point, and procced to mention thofe other
favourable circumftances of a pacifick kind, th.t
remain to be fpecified ; fudh'as, the generous do-
nations made for the poor of Bofton, the union
of the colonies, the prevailing harmony and una-
nimity among the individuals compofing the
Grand Congrefs, their approbation of the oppo-
fition giving by this colony to the acts for alter-
ing it’s ancient forms of government, their aflo-
ciation refpetting trade and the like t, the rea-
dinefs of the peeple to conform to it, and the

| intrepid

¥ Mr. Knoch, Lieutenant in the firft regiment of Orange- Naffau
in a treatife on ‘¢ the infufRciency of fire-arms, for attack
¢ or defence demonftrated from faéls, &c.” wrote in abour
1759, proves ¢ that, at 2 medium taken from any numcer
““ of battles fought fomewhat before that period, not mors
¢ than one man could have been killed or wounded, by
¢ eighty thot difcharged”. v

t Theright of an embodied people, ina conteft for liberty,
when the voice of the majority has been fairly obtained, to
interdi®, and where neceflary, forcibly to prevent, a trade,
that would ruin the common caufe, and c.nnot be carried
on without fubjefling them to flavery, notwithftanding the
great injury it may occafion to individuals, 1 apprehend,
wvill, on the fame principles that juftify a profcribing a
traffic that would hazard the introdu@jon of the peftilence,
admit of as much fironger a vindicaiion, as flavery is the
greater plagues |




DISCOURSE. 29

intrepid condué of the foutherninhabitantsin pre.
venting the introduction of any more teas among-
them —Thefe are favourable circumftances, be-
yond what the moft fanguine friends of liberty
expetted ; that appear to be of the Lord’s doing,
and are marvellous in our eyes ; that, if foretold,
would have been deemed morally impoffible,
by thofe who are ftill inimical to them, though evi.
dencing a wonderful interpofition of providence ;
and that may juftly encourage us, as well as keep
us from fainting ; efpecially when taken in con-
nection with that fpiritof prayer and humiliation,
which has difcovered itfel}) in different places on
occafion of thetimes. Would to God, there was
more of this! Did it abound univerfally, we
fheuld have greater ground of encouragement
by much; for the fervent prayers of the hum-
ble, penitent, and returning, avail with Gop, thro’
the mediation of the Lord Jefus. However, from
what there is, and the other favourablc circums-
ftances we are warranted to expcect, thatatlength,
in the exercife of prudence, fortitude and piety, we
fhall get well through our difliculties.

We muft prudently fall in with the meafures
recommended by the Congrefs, that {0 we may
not be reported to other colonies as difregarders
of them, whereby, firft a jealoufy may be produ-
ced, and then a difunion effe¢ted. We muft pro-
mote unanimity among ourfelves, peace and
good order, that we may not be repreiented as
defirous of confufion, in hopes of making an
advantage of it. We fhould let the laws of ha-
nour and honefty have their full weight with us,
that we may fall under no reproach, for abu.
fing the prefent fufpenfion of human laws.ﬂ “}7:!

' | hould
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thould diligently provide for the worft ; and be
upon our guard, that we may not be furddenly
firipped of thofe appertcnances, the lofs of which
will be feverely felt, thould we be called upon by
a dire neceflity to make our appeal to heaven.

I have been ready at times to infer, from
that military fpirit that hath fpread through the
continent, that though we are to be faved, it is
not to be without the fword, or at leaft the ftrong
appearance of it ; unlefs infinite wifdom (which
we fhall heartily rejoice to find is the cafe) {hould
be in this way preparing the colonics, tor co-
operating with the parent ftate, after that mat-
ters in difpute have been fettled to {atisfadtion,
in fome imfortant ftruggle with a commdn
enemy ; 2and thercin, by giving her «ficctual
afliftance, tor wiping away tie rcproaches that
interefted calumny and malice have thrown up-
on them, and for confirming an cternal friend.
thip. Butis it the awful determination of hea-
ven, that we fhall not retain our liberties with-
out fighting, let no onc defpair. The conti-
pent, after having difcovered confummate wif-
dom, can never conduct fo abfurdly, as to lcave
3 fingle colony alone in the difpute; their own
fecurity will conitrain them to fupport which-
foever is attacked ; they will rather o . at 2
diftance, than havc a war upon or within their
own borders, and will be fenfible that whoever
fights on the fide of American liberty, hazards
his life in thear battles. Should it be allowed,
for argument’s fake, that fome one province cr
other, through {clfifhnefs or timidity, fhould
bafely flink from the common danger ; yct would
the reft have greater probability of fucceeding,

| | thay
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than had the Dutch, when they began to emcrge
from {lavery, and to acquire their libcrties*.
Let us be but brave, and we may promife ourfelves
fuccefs, do we join piety to our prudence and fos-
titude. Do we confefs and repent of our fins,
juftity God in his iﬁc trying us, accept of out
punithment at his hands without murmuring or
complaining; Do we humble ourfelves, amend
our ways and doings, give up ourfelves to God,
become an holy people, and make the moft High
our confidence, we may hope that He will be on
| our

* ¢« The whole country of the feven United Provinces is mot
as large as one half of Peunlylvania ; and when they began
their contelt with Philip the fecond for their liberty, con-
tained about as many inhabitants as are now in the province
of Malfachufetts- Bay. Philip’s empire then comprehended in
Europe, all Spain and Porrugal, the two Sicilies, and fuch
provinces of the Low Countries as adhered to him—-many
iflands .of importance in the Mediterranean—the Milanefe and
many other valuable territories in Italy, and elfewhere—In
Africa and Afia, all the dominions belonging to Spain and
Portayal—In America the immenfe countries fubjett to thofe
two kingdoms, with all their treafures, and yet unexhaufted
mines, and the Spanifh FeR-Indies. His armies were nu-
merous and veteran, excellently officered, and commanded by
the moft renowned generals.  So greut was their force, that
during the wars in the Low Countries his commander in
chicf, the prince of Parma marched twice into France, and
obliged that great general and glorious king, Henry the
fourth, to raife at ene time the fiege of Paris, and at ancther
that of Rean. So confiderable was the naval power of Phkilip,
that 1 the midft of the fame wers, he fitted out bis dreadfu] ar-
mad 2 to invade England. Yet fever little provinces, or coun-
ties, as wz thauld call them,(Tays that eminent Pennfylvanian)
infpirel by one general refolution=-¢¢ to die free, rather than
live flives V==—not only baflled, but brought down into the
duft thit snormous power, that had contended for univerfal
smpire, and for halt a century was the terror of the world.
such an anazing change indeed took place, that thofe Pro-
iinces afterward allually PROTECTED Spain againft e

peverof [Ty oo
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our fide : And i the Lord is for ys what can men:
do unto us ¢ Have we the God of hofts for our
ally, we might bid adicu to fear, though the

- world was united againit us.

LeT us then beprous, brave and prudent, and we

thall, fome of us at leaft, have room for thank{-
givings, not merely for promifing appearances, |
but for actual deliverance out of prefent difhcul-

ties, though it fhould not be till we have been
converfant with the din of arms and the horrors
of war. But fhould the country be wafted for
a few years, and numbers of it’s inhabitants be

ted, how foon, after having fecured it’s liberties,
will it regain it’s former profperity ; yea, become
far more glorious, wealthy and populous than
ever, through the thoufands and ten thoufands
that will flock to it, with riches arts and {cien-
ces acquired by them in foreign countries. And,
how will the furviving inhabitants and their pof-
terity, together with refugees, who have fled
from oppreflion and hardthips, whether civil, or
facred, to our American {andtuary, daily give
thanks to the Sovereign of the univerfe, that
this general afylum was not confumed ! How oft
will they, with raptures think upon that noble
exertion of courage that prevented it ; celebrate
the praifes of thole that led and fuffered in the
common caufe ; and, with glowing hearts, blefs
that God who ewned the goodnefs of it, and at
length crowned it with fuccefs! Hallelujah,
The Lord God ommuipotent reigneth.
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deftroyed, ere the wifhed for falvation is gran- .
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HE way to efcape an attack is to be’
readinefs to receive it. While admu
firation confifts of thofe that have avow
their diflike to the principles of this continer
and the known friends of Americaare exclude
there fhould be rno dependance upon the f
fpeeches, or actual promifes of any, but the «
lonies fhould purfue the means of {afety,
vigoroully as ever, that they may not be f
prized. ’Tis the moft conftant maxim of w:
that 2 man ought never to be more upon .
guard, than whilft he is in treaty. For want
attending to it, King Edward the 4th was f
denly attacked, defeated, and made prifoner,
the Earl ot Warwick in 1470.
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