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giy and hour. At all events, accept a
fincere return of the -affurances with
which you honour me, and believe me
in 4ll perfonal ¢onfiderations,

s - Affeionately yours,
.. . . ] BURGOYNE.
P.'S. I obeyed your commands to

Generals Howe and Clinton. I alfo

communicated -your letter and my anfwer

to Lord Percy. They all join me in com-
pliments, and authorife me to aflure you
they do the fame in principles.

Gen:Lee's anfwer, declining the interview.

.; Cambridge, Head-Quarters, fuly 1X.
GEN. Lee’s compliments to Gen..
" Burgoyne.---~Would be extremely
happy in the interview he fo Kindly pro-
pifed. But as he perceives that Gen.
Burgoyne, has already made up his mind
orj this great fubject; and as it is impof=
fible that he {Gen. Lee] fhould ever alter
his opinion, he is apprehenfive that the
interview might create thofe jealoufies
and. ﬁ}fplcions fo natural to a people
(h'u.ggl_mg in the deareft of alt cauies,
. their liberty, property, wives, children,
and:their future generations. He muft
therefore defer the happinefs of embrac-
1og 2 man whom he moft fincerely loves,
until the fubverfion of the prefent ty-
nanpical miniftry and fyfem, which he
fs perfiaded muft be in a. few months,
as he knows Great Britain cannot ftand
the contet.—--He begs Gen. Burgoyne
will fend the letters his Aid de Camp has
forhim. If Gardiner is his Aid de Camp,
he defires his love to him. ‘

Tae TweLve UniTen COLONIES,
Bythr DELEGATES in
. CONGRESS,
Tothe INHABITANT Sof
'GREAT-BRITAIN.

 + Friends, Countrymen, and - Brethren!
Y thefe, and by every other appella~

4J tion, -that may delignate the ties,
w[}lch bind US to each other, we entreat
your ferious attention to this our fecond
attempt, to'prevent: their diffolution.—
Remenibrance of former friendfhips,—
pride in the glorious atchievements of
oir common anceftors, and-affection for
¢ heirs of their virtues, have hitherto
preferved our mutual concétion.—But.
when that friendfhip is violated by the
groffeft injuries ;—wlien the pride of an-
celtry becomes our reproach, and we are
no otherwife allied than- as tyrants and
aves, when reduced to the melancholy
?lttﬂlll;l'r&’of' renouncing your favous;
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or our freedom,—can we hefitate about
the choice? Liet the fpirit of Britons de-
termine.

In a former addrefs, we afferted our
rights, and ftated the injuries we had
then received. We hoped, that the men-
tion of our wrongs, would have roufed
that honeft indignation, which has flept
too long for your honour, or the welfare
of the empire.—But we have not been
permitted to entertain this pleafing ex-
pe€tation;-—every day brought an accu-
mulation of injuries, and the invention
of the miniftry has been conftantly exer-
cifed, in adding to the calamities of your
American brethren. = .

-After the moft valuable right of legif-
lation was infringed,---when the powers,
aflumed by your parliament, in which we
are not reprefented, and from our local
and other circumftances, cannot.proper-
ly be reprefented, rendered our property
precarious.-~---After being denied that
mode-of tryal o which we have fo long
been indebted for the fafety of our per-
fons, and the prefervation of our libers
ties ;-—aftér being in many inftances di~

“vefted of thofe laws,  which were tranf-

mitted to US, by our common anceftors,
and fubjected to an arbitary code, com=
piled "underi the aufpices of Roman ty-
rants; dfter aphulling thofe charters,
which encéuraged our predeceflors- to:
brave death and danger in every fhape,
on unknown feas, in defarts unexplored,
amidft barbarous and inhofpitable nati-
ons l--~~-When, without the form of
tryal, without a public accufation, whole
colonies were condemned !--their trade
deftroyed ; their inhabitants impoverifh~
ed.--——-When - foldicrs were encouraged
to embrue their hands in the blood of
Americans, by offers of impunity ;—-
when new.modes of tryal were inftituted
for the ruin of the accufed, " where the
charge carried with it the horvors of con-
viftion;----when a defpotic government
was ecftablithed in a neighbouring pro-
vince, and its limits extended to every of
our frontiers; we little imagired thatany
thing could be added to this biack cata=
logue of unprovoked injuries;---but we
have unhappily been deceived; and the
late meafures of the Britith miniftry fully
convince us, that their objeét- is the re-
duétion of thefe colonics to {lavery and
ruin. S o
- To confirm this affertion, let us recal
our atention to the affairs of America,
Tince our laft addrefs 3------let us combat
the calumnics of our enemics,—and let us
warn you of the dangers that threaten

in our deftruétion, Many of vour
yor 1 : felluwe




380

fellow-fubjects, whofe fituation deprived
them of other fupport, drew their main-
teriance from the fea; but the deprivatis
tion of otr liberty being infufficient to
fatisfy the refentment of our enemies, the
horrors of famine were fuperadded and
a Britifh parliament, who, in better times
were the proteftors of innocence and
patrons of humanity, have, withont dif-
tinction of age or fex, robbed thoufands
of the food, which they were accuftomed
to draw from that inexhauflible fource,
placed in their neighbourhood by the be-
nevolent Creator, A

Another aét of your legiflatare thuts
our ports and probibits our trade with
any but thofe States, from whom the
great law of felf-prefervation renders it
abfolutely neceffary we fliould at prefent
withhold 6ur commerce.---But this a&
(whatever may have been its defign) we
‘confider rather es injurious to yomwr opu-
{ence, than our intereft.~~All otir com-
‘merce ‘terminates with yotrj--=and the
wealth we procure from other nations, is

‘foon exchanged for yoar fuperfluities,—s.

Our remittances, muft then ceafe with our
trade} and our refinements, with our af-
Haence.—-We truft however, that laws
which deprive us of every blefling, but a
{oil that teems with the neceffaries of life,
and that liberty which rendersthe enjoy-
‘ment of them fecure, will niot relax our
vigour in their defence. _

We might here obfervedn the cruelty
‘and inconfifteney. of thofe, who, while
they publickly brand us with reproachfal
‘and unworthy epithets, endeavouring to

‘deprive us of the means - of defence, by,

‘their interpofition with foreign powers,
‘and to deliver us to the lawlefs ravages of
‘a mercilefs foldiery. But happily we are
‘not without refources; and tho’ thetimid
‘and hamiliating application of a Britith
miniltry fhould prevail ‘with foreign nati-
ons, yet induftry, prompted by neceflity,
will not leave us without the neceffary
fupplies. . v

We could with to g6 no further-—~and,
ot to wound the ear of humanity, leave
untold thofe rigorous aélsof oppreflion
‘Which are daily, exercifed in the town of
Bofton, did we not hope, that, by dif-
“claiming their deeds, and punithing the
“erpetrators,-you would Jiortly vindicate
the honour of the Britith name, and re-
“eftablifh the violated Jaws of juftice,

That on¢e populous,’ flourithing and
“tommercial town is nowgarrifoned by an
army fent, not to prote&, but to enflave
its inhabitants.--The civil government is
“overturned, and a military defpotifin e-
“refted upon -its ruins.--»---Without law,
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without right, powers are afliried s
known.to the conﬁitution.----Privatc::i ;}2.
perty is unjuftly invaded.=.-The inhabi.
tants daily fubjected to the licentiounefs
of the foldiery, are forbid to remove, i
deflance of their natura rights, in viols
tion of the moft folemn compads.-Or if
aftér long and wearifome folicitation, 3
pafs is procared, their effects are detains
ed,. and ‘even thofe who are moft fayours
ed, have no alternative, but poverty or
flavery., The diftrefs of many thoufand
people, wantonly deprived of the necef-
faries of life, is a fubject on which we
would not wifh to enlarge.

- Yet we cannot but obferve, that a Brix
tith fleet (unjuftified even by ats of yout
legiflature, ) are daily employed in ruining
our commerce, feizing our fhips, and
depriving whole communities of their
daily bread. Nor will a regard for your
honour, ‘permit us to be filent, while Bri-
tith troops fully your glory, by ations
which the moft inveterate enmity will not
palliate among civilized nations; the
wanton and unneceflary deftruction of
Gharleflown, a large ancient, and once
populous town, juft before deferted by its
inhabitants, .who had fled to avoid the
fury of your foldierg. :

If you {till retain thofe fentiments of
compaffion by which Britons have ever
‘been diftinguifhed.-—~If the humanity
which tempered the valour of our com«
mon anceftors, ‘has not degererated into
cruelty, yon will {ament the miferies of
their defcendants.

To whit are we to attribute this treat
ment? If to any fecret principle of the
conftitution, let it be mentioned---let us
learn that the goverment we haveé long
revered, is -not without its defedts; and
that while it ‘gives-freedom fo a part, it
neceflarily enflaves the remainder of the
empire. If fuch a ‘principle exifts, why
for ages his it céafed to operate! Whyat
this time is it ealled into adtion? ‘Can no
reafon be affigned for this conduét? Or
muft it be refolved into the wanton excr
cife of arbirtary power? -And [hall_thc
defcendants of Britons, tamely fubmit to
this---No Sirs! We never will, while we

‘revere the memory of our gallant and vir-

tuous anceftors, we néver can furrender
thofe.glorious.privileges, for which they
foughr, ‘bled, and conquered. Admit
that .your-‘fleets could deftroy our towns,
and ravage our Yea-coafts;-—thefe.are in-
confiderable objeéts, things of no mo-
ment, to men whofe bofoms-glow with
the ardor of liberty-~-We can retire be-
youd the reach of your navy, and with-,

out any fenfible diminution of the neccl-
~farics
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enjoy a luxury, which from

f life
fules oL the luxury of

that period, you will want;
being free.
We know the force of your arms, and
yas it called forth in the caufe of juftice
and your.cauntry, we might dread the ex-
¢rtion-—eBut will Britons fight under the
banners of tyrany ! ‘Will they counter~
aft: the labours, and difgrace the victo-
ries of their anceftors? Will they forge
chains for their pofterity ? If they defcend
ta this unwarthy tafk, will their fwords
tetain their edge, their arms their accui-
tomed vigour ?---~—~Britons can never be-
come the inftruments of oppreflion, till
they lofe the fpirit of freedom, by which
alone they are invincible,
Our-enemies charge us with fedition;
-In what dves.it confit? In our refufal to
fubmit tp unwarrantable alts of injuftice
and cruelty ? If fo, (hew us a period in
your hiftory, in whigh you have nes becn
eqnally feditious? :
We are accufed of aiming at indepen-
dencgs byt how is this accufation fup-
ported 2 By the allegations of your minif-
ters, not by our aftions.—~Abufed, in-
fulted,and contemned, what fteps bave we
putfued to obtain redrefs? We have car-
ried our dutiful petitions to the throne;-r~
we bave applied to your juflice for relief,

we baye retrenched our luxury and with--

held oyr trade.

- The advantages of our commerce were
(dcﬁ.gn;d as a compenfatjon for your pro-
tettion: When you ceafed to proted, for
what were we to'compenfate !’

What has been the fuccefs of our en-
deavours ? The clemency qf our fove-
weign isunhappily diverted ; our petitions
Are tregted with indignity ; our prayers
anfwered by infults.  Our application to
you remains unnaticed, and leyves ps the
melancholly apprehenfion, of your want-
tl}% cither the will, or the powers, to af
bit ys, .

Even under thefe circymftances, what
Meafures have we taken that betray a de-
fire of independence} Have we called
in the a4id of thofe forgign powers, who
#r¢ the rivals of your granduer ? When
Your troops were few and defencelefs,did
we take advantage of their diftcefs and
éxpel them qur towns? Or have we per-
Tiited them to fortify, to receive new aid
#d to gequire additional firength?

Letnot your enemies and onrs perfiade
¥ou, that in this we are in fluenced by
h.‘:" Ot any othgr unworthy motive. The
mFS l:)f Britons are fiill dear to us.—They
arc the children of our parents,.an un-
g@rmyte_d intercourfe of mutual benefits

4 kit the bonds of friendihip.-—When
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hoftilities were commenced, when on 2
late occafion we were wantonly attacked
by your troops, though we repelled
thety affaults, and returned their blows,
yet we lamented the wounds they obliged
us to give; nor have we yet learned to
rejoice at a vitory over Englifhmen,

As we with not to colour our aétions,
or difguife our thoughts; we fhall, in the
fimple language of truth, avow the mea-
fures we have purfiued, the motives upon
which we have aéted, and our fisture de=
figns. , o

When our late petition to the throna
produced no other effcét than frefh inju-
ries, and votes of your legiflature, calcus
lated to juftify every feverity; when your
fleets, and your armics, were prepared
to wreft from.us our property, to rob us
of our liberties or cur lives; when the
hoftile attempts of General Gage evinced
his defigns, we levied armies for our fe-
curity and defence; when the powers
vefted in the governor of Canada, gave
us reafon to apprehend danger from that
quarter ; and we_ had frequent intimati»
ons, that a cruel, and favage enemy, was
to be let loofe upon the defencelefs inhahiz
tants of our frontiers; we took fuch meas
fures as prudence diftated, as neceflity
will juftify. We pofleffed ourfelves of
Crown-Point and Ticonderoga. Yst
give us leave, moft folemnly to affure you
that we have not loft fight of the ohjett
we have ever had in view; a reconcls
liation with you on conftitutional prinr
ciples; and a refforation of that friendly
intercourfe, which, to the advantage of
bath, we till latgly maintained. ~

The inhabitants of this copntry apply
themfelyes ghiefly to agriculture and com-
merce.—~As their fafhions and mapners
are fimilar tq yours; your markets mufl
afford them the conveniences and luxus
rigs for which they exchonged the pro:
duce of their labours. The wealth of
this extepded continent centres with you;
and our trade is fo regulated as to be fup-
{eryjept, only to your intereft. You are
too reafonable to expe¢t that by taxes (in
addition to this) we fhonid contribute ta
yopr expence, to believe after diverting
the fountain that the {treams cap flow
with ynabated force. .

It has been faid that we refufe to fub-
mit to the reftriftions pon our commerce.
From whence is this inference drawn ?
Not from pnr werds, we hayingrepgat;dly

declared the contrary, and we pgain proy
fefs our fubmiflion to the feveral als of
trade and navigation pafled before the
year 1763, trufting neverthelefs in ths
equity and jullicg of Parliament, ;h;f

Ll .- A "
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fuch-of them as upon cool and impartial
confideration, fhall appear to haveimpo-
fed unnecceflary or grievious reftrictions,

. willat fome happier period, be repealed -

or altered. And we cheerfully confent to
the operation of fuch a&s of the Britifh
parliament as fhall be reftrained to- the
. regulation of our external commerce for

- the purpofe of fecuring the commercial -
advantages of the whole empire to the.

Mother-country, and the commercial be-
nefits of its refpeétive members, excluding
every idea of taxation internalor external,
for raifinga revenue on the fubjeéls in
America without their confent.
Itisulledged that we contribute nothing
- to the common defence, to this we anfwer
that the advantages which G reat-Britain
receives from the monopoly of our trade,
far exceeds our proportion of the expenee
neceffary for that purpofe. But fhould
thefe advantages be inadequate thereto,
let the reftri¢tion of our trade be remo-
ved, and we will cheerfully contribute
fuch praportion when conftitutionally re-
- quired. L
It isa fundamental principle of the
Britith conftitution,that every man fhould
have at leaft a reprefentative fhare in the
formation of thofe laws by which he is
bound. Were it otherwife, the regula-
tion of our internal police by a Britith
parliament, who are, and ever will be
unacquainted with our local circumftan-
ces, muft be always inconvenient, and
frequently oppreffive, working our wrong,
without yitlding any pofiible advantage
to you.

A plan of accomodation (as it has .

been abfurdly called) has been propofed
by your minifters to our refective Affem-
blics. Were this propofal free from eve-
ry other objection, but that which arifes
from the time of the offer, it would not be
unexceptionable. Can men deliberate
with the bayonet at their breaft? Can
they treat with freedom,while their towns
are facked ; when daily inftances of in-
juftice and opreffion, difturb the flower
operations of reafon ? :

If this propofal is really fuch as you
fhould offer, and we dccept, why was it
delayed till the nation was put to ufelefs
expence, and we were reduced to our
prefent melancholly fituation 2- If it
holds forth nothing,why was it propofed.
Unlefs in deed to decieve vou'in a belief
that we were unwilling to liften to any
terms of accomodidtion: But what is
fubmitted to our confideration? we con-
tend for the difpoful of our property;
we are told that our demand is unreafon<
able, that our Affemblics may indeed col-
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}c& our money, but that they muft at the
ame time offer; not what you exigencies,
or ours, may require; but. fo much
fhall be deemed fufficient to fatisfy the de.
fires of a minifter and enable him to pro-
vide for favorites and dependents: (A
‘recurrence to your own treafury will cop.
vince yon how little of the money already
extorted from.us has been applied to the
relief of your burthens.) To fappofe
that we would thus grafp the thadow, and
gi?e up the fubftance, is adding infult to
injuries,

We have neverthelefs again prefented
an humble and dutiful Petition to our
Sovereign; and to remove every imputa-
tion of ~obftinacy, have requefted his
Majefty to dire@ fome mode, by which
the united applications of his faithful
colonifts may be improved into a happy
and permanent reconciliation. We are
willing to treat on fuch termsas can alone
render an accommodation lafting, and
we flatter ourfelves, - that our pacific en-
deavours will be attended with a removal
of the troops, a repeal of thofe laws, of
the operation of which we complain on
the one part, and and a diffolution of our
army and commercial affociations on the
other,

Yet conclude not from this, that we
propofe to furrender our property into
the hands of your miniftry, or veft your
parliament with a power which may ter-
minate in our deftruétion.- The great
bulwarks of our conftitution we have des
fired to maintain by every temperate by
every peiceable means; but your mini-
fters (equal foes to Britifh and American
freedom,) have added totheir former op
preffions, an attempt to reduceus by the
fword to a bafe and abjeét fubmiffion.
Onthe fword therefore weare compelledto
rely for proteion.--Should vi&ory declare
in your favour, yet men frained to arms
from their infancy and animated by the
love of liberty, will afford neither a cheap
or eafy conqueft.—-Of this at leaft we are
affured, that our (truggle will be glorious,
our fuccefs certain, fince even in deat
we thall find that freedom which in life
you forbid us to enjoy.

Let us now afk what advantages are¢ to
attend our reduétion ? The trade of a ru-
inéd and defolate country is always incon-
fiderable, its revenue trifling; the expence
of fubje@ting and retainingit in fubjection,
certain and inevitable. = What then re-
mains but the gratification ofaniill jugd-
ed pride, or the hope of rendering us fub~
fervient to defigns on your liberty.

Soldiers who have fheathed their fwords

in the bowels of their American brethren,
. wil
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will ot draw themiiwith mor'e felu@drice:
Ainft o “When'‘tos :late iyou rmay.:
[ament-the lofs-of that freedom, which:
wb eabiost you, > whiledtilliin iyour power,.
to-refefve. ¢ i o Tt
-QOuithe other hand;...fhould:ydu prove.
uniiigeessful - (Hould i that: connedtion,.
which-we moft:srdently with to-maintain.
be: diffolved 5 fhibuld: your minifters ex-;
huit ‘vour treafukes; | wafte the blood of;
your countrymen, s inlvaii attempts on:
aif Tiberty ;- -do! they :not: déliver you,.
wedli'and defencelefs to your natural ened.
miesd Lol r IR R
* Since, then,: your Jiberty, muft be the’
- ptice of your® vioties; ypur yuin,’ of
yoir-défeat s What - biind - fatality can:
rgeyou to. alipurfuit- deftrudtive of all
they Britons hold dear?: . ... .. = .
L)f you have no-regard te the connec-
tionthat has forages fubfifted:between us;
ifyou-have forgot the wounds we received”
fighting - by your fide; ‘for the extention:
‘ o,f,'.‘th'cv.empirc;-if our. commerce isan
objeét: below’' your confiderztion; if juf-’
tice and humanity: bave Joft their influ--
ence oil your hearts, fill metives are not
waptiog, 't excite - your indignation at
the meafuiés now purfued; your wealth,
your honour, your liberty are at ftake, .
“Natwithftanding the diftrefs to which-
wearé-reduced, " we: fometimes forget our
own afflictions -to. anticipate.and fympa-.
thize:in yours:: ' We grieve that-rath and-
inonfiderate. councils fould precipitate
the deftriction. of an cmpire, which has
been the. envy ard admiration” of ages.
4nd call Gob to witnefs!’ that we would.
partowith our praperty, endunger onr
lives; and facrifice every thing bat Liber-.
%, to redeem ybu from ruin: .
A cloid hangs: over your heads and
ous; e'er this reaches yout, it ‘may pro-
bably have burft upon us;. let us then:
(before the remembrance of former kind-
nelsis Olflx‘acrated) once more repeat thofe
appellations which are’ ever grateful in
ourears, Let us-entreat heaven to avert:
ourruin, and the deftruétion;that threa-
tns'our friends; bretheren, and country-
#en.on the other fide of the Atlantic.
.. By order of the Congrefs. -.
v.i JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIBENT::
- CAt_teﬁed by oL C
0 GHARLES ‘THoMsON, ‘Seeretary. :
Bhiladeiphia, Fuly. 8, x975. ...

oGy alel

Titke PEOPLE of Jland

Fro’m‘ the DrregaTes appoiﬂtﬁ@d by the.
: ;(stp:ted,()olos;‘ies of . Newhampflire, Ma-
lichufets+Bay, - Rhode: Iland and: Provi-

< dince Plantglions, GonpeFicus, New-ork,
e NoL, I -
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- INRw-Ferfey,, Penifylvanias *the Lower
- Gounties, on.. Delgware,. Maryland, Vira

Sinia, North-Caroliva and South-Carolia
-'na,’ in:General CoNGrEss at Plilgdels
- phia, the-xoth of May 1775.
».-FRIENDS and FrLwow SUBJECTS,

A 6 the important conteft into which
we hayve been” driven; is now be-
come iritere(ting to every European flate,
and particylarly affefts the members of
the Britifh empire, we think it our duty
to addrefs . you on - the fubjed.. . We are
ddhirons, . as.is. natural to. injured inno-
cence; of poflefling the . good opinion of
the virtuous and humant.——We are pecu-

larly - defirous of furnithing yen- with a

true {tate of our motives and o'jefts: the
better to ¢nable you to judge of our con-

duét:with- accuracy, and determine the
merits. of the controveriy with hinpartia-
lity and precifion. .- - . '

Howeverincredible it may appear, that,

at " this. enlightened period, the leaders
of'a natipn, which in every age has facri-
ficed Hecatombs of ber braveft patriots on
the altar of liberty, fhould prefume grave-
ly. to.affert, and by force of arms attempt
tocftablifhan arbitrary fway over thelives,
liberties;. and property of theit fellow=
fubjects .in America; it is neverthelefsa
moft -deplorable and indiiputable truth.

‘Thefe colonies have, from the time of
their firft fettlement, for near two centu~
ries;peaceibly enjoyed thofe very rights of
which the Miniftry bave for ten years paft
endeavoured by fraud and by violence to
deprivé theth. At conclufiori of the laft
war the genius of Eugland and the fpirit
of wifdom, as if offended at the ungrate-
ful treatment of their fons, withdrew
from the Britith counfels and left that
nation a prey to a race of minifters, with
whém ancient Englith honefty and bene-
volence difdained to dwell,  From that
period, jealoufy, difcontent, opprefiion
and difcord have raged among all hisma-
jefty’s fubjefts; and filled every part of
bis-domirions with dilretsand complaint.
- .Not _content: with our purchaling of
Britain at her own price, cloathing and

- a-thoufand other articles ufed by near

thiee.million of people on this vaft Con-
tinent;. bot fatisfied with.the amazing

. profits arifing from the mosapoly of our

tradé, .without giving us either timeto
breathe after-a long though glorious war,
or the leaft credit for the blood and ¢rea-
fure we have expended i it s——Notwith-
ftanding the zeal we bad maniielted tor
the fervice' of our Soyereign, and the
warmeft attachment to -the conftituticn
of great Britain and the peopleof England,
a.blick anit hotrid defigh was formed, to”
Cce ' CORVert
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‘Hieii quiet.' 'To propof, therefore, as

i pefoldtion ‘does; that the monies
igivetr by “the colonies 'f_hall, be fubje&t to
‘the disofal of ‘parliament alone, is ‘to
‘propofc  that they fhatl relinguifh this
Tight of ¢niquiry, and put it in the power
‘oF athers to render their gifts ruinous, in
propartion as they are liberal,
“Thit this' grivilege of giving of with-
Holltyg oif monies'is ah' important bar-
‘fét qeaintt the undae exertion of prero-
e which; if lefg dlfogether withdut
‘wrtroil, may be éxettifed -to our gréat
'6{;‘&!:[({}6[1'5‘ and all hiftory theéws how ef-
Heiclows §s itsinterceflion for redrefs’of
geicvances and re-eftablithment-of rights,
and how improvident it would be to part
with'fo powerfut a-thediator,

" We are of Gfiitfioni that the propofition
contained in this refolution is unreafon-
ablesnd infidions: nnreafonable, becaufe,
if we declare 'we aceede to it, we declare
withont refervation, we will purchafe the
fdyour: of! Parliament; not knowing at
the faine ‘time -at:-what price: they will
-pleafe to eftimate theis favour 5Tt is infi-
4ious, becavfe, individual: colonies having
biddnd bidden. 'agdin, “till they find the
avidity of thefeller too great for-al their
Powersto fatisfy ; arethen vo return into
oppelition~divided from. theii: fiffer co-
ouits, whom>the minifter will have pre-
wioafly. detached By a grant of eafier
l{!’ﬁ}b‘;_-‘t‘{r by an drtful procraftination of
adefinitive anfwer. 0o o
“ilhat the fufpenfidh of theé. exercife of
their pretended power of taxation being
£xprefsly made commienfuiate ‘with the
tontinuance-of our ' gifts, thefe muft be
Porpetual to'make that fo." Whereas no
;ﬂ!pb‘rienc«;‘ihas fhewn that'a gift of a per-
Petnal:reyente, fecures a perpetual re-
tuin of:duty or of 'kind difpofition. On
"!l§{¢99tr§ry; the 'Pirliament itfelf, wife-
iy attentive 'to this obfervation, are in
theieltablithed’ pratice 'of granting their
'fllpplles_frdm‘ year to yearonly. - .-
‘“Defliroustand . determined 'as we are to
.‘,"“T"!'cl‘» -in’ the.moft: difpaffionate’ view
tvery’feeming advance towardsa reconci-
h ﬁbnifnadeahy the Britifh Parliament,
“ettour ibrdthren of : Brifain reflect what
Wauld“llgye beew the facrifice' to men of
free fpirits; had:even fair terms been
'IFOtfércq, > a5 thefe “infidions propofals
were, with: cirenmftancés-of infuit and
d°ﬁ31?ce- A propofition to give our mo-
‘,"V;‘-aasompqnied with large fleets and
.:ll;n}xcsrfcems ‘addrefled to our fears ra-
er than to our freedom. With what
tp_atwnce would Britons have received ar-
: ‘;:S of treaty from any power on earth,
Wwhen borne on the point;:of a bayonct by

wilitary plenipotentiaries ?

* We think the attempt unreceflary to
raifé dpon us by force or ‘ly*threats owr
proportional contributions to -the ‘corii»
mon- defence, when all know,'and them-
felves acknowledge, we have fully contri-
buted,” whenever called upon to do foin
the charater of frezmen, -7 i 2. !
-*We are of opinion it is:not-juft that
the colonies fhould be required * to oblige
themifelves to other' contributions, ‘while
Great-Britain poffeffes a monoply of their
trade.” | This of itfeif lays them under
heavy contribution, - To demand, there-
furé; ‘additional aids in the- form: of a
tak; ‘is-'t0 "deivand the double of their
equal proportion, - 1f-we are to contribute
equally with ‘the other partsiof the em-
pire, lét 'us equally with:: them enjay
free 'commerce with' the  whole ‘world.
Butwhile the reftriftions on-onr trade
fhut-to’ us the -refourées of wealth, is it
jiift we fhould bear all other burdens e~
‘qually-with thofe to whom every refource
is'bj-)tn‘?~ ' YT s [ e
7T Weconceive that the “Britith Parlia-
-ment'has no right to intermeddle with
‘6il “provifionis “for the fupport, of. civil
government, or the adminiftration of juf-
-tite. The provifions we have:made pleafe
‘ourfelves, and are agreeable to our own
‘¢lcimftances; they anfwer'the: fubftam-
tial ‘purpefes of government ‘and of ‘juf~
tice, and other purpofes than thefe fhovld
not be anfwered: We do not mean that
our people’ fhall be burthened with op~
preflivé taxes, to provide finecures for
the idle or: the wicked, under colour of
vaviding for a civil lit. ‘While Parlia-
meiit ‘purfue their plan of . éivil govern-
meént within their own' jurlf@diction, we
alfb hope to-purfue ours ‘without molefe
tition.: : : o Con
~+We dre of ‘opinieri the ‘propofition is
altogéther unfatisfactory, -becaufe it im-
ports.onlya fufpénfion of the muile, .not
a renunciation of the pretended right to
taxust -becanfe too it doesinot propofe
to repeal the feveral a&ts of. Parliament
pafled for the purpofes of. reftraining the
trade ‘and-altering the form of governs
mient of one of our calonies ; - extending
the bouhdaries and changing the govern=
ment of Quebees enldrging.the jurifdic-
tion:' of the courts of : Admirality and
Vice-admiralty; taking from usthe rights
of trval by a jury of thie vicibage in cafes
affeéling both life and property; tranf>
porting us into-other countries to be
tried for criminal offences; exempting
by mock-trial the murderers of colonifts
from punifhment ; and quartering foldi-
ers.on+us in: times of profound peace.
Nor:do they renounce the power of fuf-
peading

Ve
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.pending-our own legiflatures, and .of lc-
-giflating for us. themfelves, in, all cafes
.whatfoever.. On the contrary,.to. fhew
they mean no difcontinuance of injury,
they pafs ats, at the very time of hold-
isg out this propofition, for reftraining
the commerce and filheries of the provin-
ces of New-England, and for.interdict-
ing the trade of other. colonies with ail
foreign nations, and with each  other.
This™ proves unequivocally they mean
not-to .relinquith the exercife of indiferi-
minate legiflation overus. . , ... .. .-

Upon - the: whole, this propnfition
frems-to be held up to the world, to de-
ceive it into a belief that there .was..no-
thing in difpute between us but the mode
of Jevying taxes; and that the Parlia-
ment having now been. fo gosd as to give
up this, the colonies are unreafonable, if
not perfeQly fatisfied - whereas in truth,
our-adverfavies ftill claim a-right of :de-
smanding .ad libitumn,. and of taxing.us
themitlves to the full amount of their
démand; if we do not comply, with it.
fThis leavesus without any  thing we.can
:éall property. . But what, is of more im-
portance, and what in this propotal they
Keep out of fight, as if no fuch' point
‘was now in conteft between us,they claim
a right to-alter our charters and eftablifh-
‘ed laws, and leave us without any fecuri-
sy -for our lives or liberties. 'The;propofir
tion feems alfo to haveibeen:calculated

more particularly to lull into fatal fecuri- .

1y, our well-afleéted fellow fubjects.on, the
other fide: of the water, tili. time:fhould
be given for the opevation of thafg armg,
which @ . Britith.. miniiter - pronosnced
would inftanitaneoufly reduce-the $¢:cowr
ardly”’ fons of America to unreferyed fub-
miflion. But when the world reflels,
how inadequate to’ juftice: are - thofe
wvzaunted terms ; - when it atiends to -the
rapid and .bold fucceffion of: injurics,
which, during a courfe  of .eleven :years,
have been aimed at thafe coloniesy. when
it: reviews the pacific and refpeftful ex.
poftulations. which, during.:that: whole
time, wére the fole arms we -expofed. to
them ;- when it obferves that our com-
plaints weve : either not heard at_ali, or

ere anfwered with new.and accumulated
injury ;- when jt riecolledts that the mini-
ft~r himfelf on-airearly occafion declared,
#< that he would never treat with Ame-
¢¢ rica, till he had brought her.to. his
4 fect,” and that an avowed partifan of
the miniftry has more lately denounced
zgain{t us the dreadful fentence, *.defendy
¢/t Carthags,’ that this was done. in pres
fence of.a Britifh {enate, and being unre-
proved by them; muit b2 taken to be
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their own fentiment; {efpecially as the
purpofe has already, in- part heen canried
nto execution , by..their treatment. of
Bofton and burning, of Charleftown)
when' it confiders the great armaments
with which they have invaded us, and
the circumftances. of cruelty with which
thefe have commenced.and profecotz]
hottilities; when. thefe things, we fay,
ave laid together. and -apfentively, confi-
dered,. can the world be deceived. into
an opinicn that we-are unreafonable; ‘or
can it helitate to. believe with .us, that
nothing but our.own exertions may de;
feat the minifterial fengence of deathor
abject fubmiffion. . . . - o

. .- By Qrder of the Congrefs, ..}
- Joun Hancock, Prefidest.
Dhiladelphia, Fuly' 350 29750+ 7
.To the KIN.G’s mpj?-cxcellent MAJESTN,
Mo gracious Sovereion, 77
“f E your Majefty’s faithful fubjeéts
: .-of thecolonies o§ New-Hampihire,
Maflaclrufetts-Bay, ..; Rhode:Ifland .and
Providence - Plantations, - Connedlicut,
New-York, New:Jeriey,. Pepnfylyania,
the Counties of New-Caftle,; Kent -3nd
Suffex on Delaware, Maryland, . Virgi-
nia,. North-Carolina,. and; South-Caroli-
na, in -behalf of ourfulves;- and the:in-
habitants :of . thefe ., Colonies, who baw
deputed us;to.reprefent themi in General
Congrefs, entreat vour: Majeflys, gra-

‘cionts attention to .this: our humblepeti-
'tiO.!l.: SR TS s ML :

.1 The anion,; hetween .our. Mother-
Country;and thefe Colonies, -and the.er
nergy.. of ; mild:- and;: juft . Government.
produced::benefits {o -remarkably imper-
tant, and aflorded fuch an affurance, of
their permanency. endincreafe, -thet:the
wondeg and enyy:f ather nations. wete
excited, .while they #ichcld Great-Britait
rifing to 3 power, the moft extraording-
ry the world had ever known..
Her- pivals sobierving, ithattheretwas
no probability, of this:-happy connclion
being .broken: by .tivilidiﬁ'ehtiqnsrﬂn_‘ll
apprehending its future efleds, if lefrdt
ny longér undifturbed,, refolved to.pre
vent her: receiving ofuch continaliand
formidable scteffionsiof wealth and
{trength; by :checking the: growth -of
thofc fettlements from: which they were
to be dertved.: ¢+ 7 e BRI
In the profecution -of this attempty
events fo unfavourablé to the:defign took
place, that every friend to the- interef
of Great-Britain and thefe Colonits, €n-
tertained pleafing and reafonable expecs
tations af fecing an additional force and
: .¢xtention
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